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NEWS & ANALYSIS

Up against the bans

o the Lt issvie ol Socradind Keview we toak o
calm ook g the recent spate of poice bane
o1 demonstratons and posed the guoestion
“hanning the maes or baslomg the Jefr?,
Woitlno o fortmeht the polwee hod conlirned
vt s et s lovet aoother four week ban
vl demonsirations i bonden.

Now we nedd ok anelher guestion—
ey dowe beat the bans? And we need an
answer urzently because the sioaaton his
e oot bevond cther aeademic aranment
I MR [N A HAATSINE

This can be seen stmply by looking al the
statistios, The Public Order Act soas nsed 1o
tpeese a1 almest contimnwens han o mar-
ches in London lrom (947 and (951, Burin
the thurty wveir pered from ST 100 19RO
theee were onls e bans (ive o1 Fonodaen,
Fovne ctntstdel.

Now turn Ly March 19510 Dhicmg that
~ingle month there were che lellowinye bans;

ondon Choe month froom Moareh 5

Woolverhampron Twoweeks troom Muarch

T

Fotcester One month froan March 20

o~ Trour weeks from Mareh 21

Southh Yuorkshiire (four disliogeis)

woek Tronm March 22

Ciblisgow Threee wwonths traom Aopril |

The new Tour week banom Tondon Trom
Aprl 25 provides very rapid prood that
March was nooaberration.

The ettects ob these bans i preventmyg the
lett Tt mobihsing are already real:

The Leeds ban presented a muass send oll
[or the Paster OND Trans-Peanie mareh

The Londonr hans itave twice prevented
the solidority movement with L Salvador
battrching iselt onto the strects,

And the second Landon ban enabled the
police e vremmalee solidarity with the Irish
stroigele Gt ats most erittcal houor,

It ne use pretending rhat o demonstra-
tion can guickly be turned e o tally and
lietle but pride s lose HEowe soaanted rallies
wetd Ttave rallhies, Woe want demaonstrations
precisely becanse they can mobilise more
people and enable them to voree theiranger,
Prv eacty ol 1the coases we give above Lhere can
he oo donbt that the ban not only harnmed

{Ine
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the  morale ot the profesters bt also
sericous v o diminished their numbers,

ot can we pretend that o dermonstratien
cion be par ol for a month with bole harm
done. You cannot hasve an o Laster OND
taareh o nrordh later, norcan ~obidarioy with
i dving man be calmly rescheduled untl
abter has death.

The stmple e ol the matter are that the
Dos are already sertously haraing cur abil-
iy 1o organmse. and thal the police show
cvely tnlenlune of turmimea the screw cven
tiehter, The stmple conclusion s vhat the
Fons st be chaliensed —and seon. bedere
they become aecepted as a tact ol T

The Natienal Counctl for Crvit Liberties
lav e done o 2ood jobm providige idormae-
tion o owhat they deseribe
chinoe ol strategy” by police and govern-
ment. And they have eaposed the Teanl
hvpocrisy of imposing blanket bas vn the
protext ol banming laseast deimanstrations,
hocuuse ttact the Pubhlic Order Acr ol 1936
Joes provide tor a ban to be limited Lo "o

cliss o1 classes of provessions’

ds 0 Tl sInLsler

Legal redress?

Indeed. o specihic ban has onee been
rmpescd. But swlien vou lovok ot w hat mowas
then the Lonuts ol this argument become
clear. [T was o September 1960 o ban many
public processton ogansed by body of
persons kinonwn as the Comomtee ol TEY . In
ather words 1l was agains the radical wimy
o othe UND movement—agiuenst the left!
That should be cnough warnming agatnst
countering ‘hblunkel” bans by pleading Loy
specibic ares. T any citse Lthe present mood
o the courts holds Lttle hope Tor legal
redress.

So challengme the buans means breaking
them, A loe of people oo the lelt wall aoree
witln that but swath oo mder *heware of adven-
terisme, There s however, o sertous danger
that the rider will be writ too laree,

O course tf vou have o hondred rather
sheepish demonstrators faced by a hondred
pohice the dozen would-be Bolsheviks who
proudly step torward will be ontoa hiding to
notinng, apart tronn large Tines and 4 goia-

o Seven days of Socialist ideas, discussion
v} and entertainment.
a July 10 - 17.

Courses at Marxism 81
include * A Century of War
and Revolution * The Labour
Party * Mapping the Missile
Madness = Introduction to
Marxism * The Mass Media
Sexual Polhitics » Advanced
economics * The Fight for
"Socialism in Eastern

Europe

rantee that ot teast fitts ol the sheepish
demonstrators woo'U turn up next e,
Evers eftort must be made tao cet wide
rnaing contmitmertds toodeds the bans, Bt
Lhese mwean wathme unless they g put o
e test, There eono gsggping the et i
sornewhere. sometime has e
wadbventursl” oswep tosard the

RTRARR LA | The
marke thit
palice cordon.

Whether they vet thirough can nover by
ane huredeed porocent guaraneeed. Teowill
depend oo e nambers and anger ot the
demuomstrators and the degree of support for
b catse, and 10 sl depend or the nuom-
P e oroanisation ol the police and what
thaew feel they can et awiay witl, Some Tack
will wisar be valveds Al that oo cerim s
gt the looaeer i1as put alt the barder iewall
.

The tew hondred FI-Boek demenstrators
whoattempied torbreak the London ban on
April 26 judged wells Thes sensad thar des-
P thene vebuatne ely smadE nombers the o
i aneer oser Bobby Sands mcant than ther
defiance wonld not be Teltas Toalih heroees,
Fhev may only have ot a0 lew houndrued
virds. hut ds ane seiret pohiee officer com-
mentled o wnewacded momendt that Swas
ool ol o banned demonstration”. The
Fhires e scealrrests was a small prive o pay
For naot oy thrustmy <olidarie m Brtam
with the Trish stroggle tnto the news bul alsa
providing better propaganda bor dels mp the
buns than o hundred public meetings

Breakmyg the bans will regure that where
sirmibar clreimstances oovur the sae dect-
st bor action s made.

e it owill also necd the bie battialions,
Nal the never-neser und big battabons thit
will cventwdly come gt some time alter a
“Tabour movement campaign’. Bul the omes
we have already got hined ap, Two of these
are of particular impoctance, The firsoas the
Peaple’s March, Given the present workings
o the Maron Woebster—=5Sir Diavid MoNee
pubhy vrder double act. that could well be
threatened by bans whenitenters Londonat
the end ot the maonth. The sccond 1w the
CNTY march Trom Faslane Lo Grlaszow on
June 6 and 7 which s covered by the three
monih Crlasgow hon, O3 those twoooawe must
be guite clear. Nocaopping ot at the top, We
demonstrate, bans or o baps, Peaceably it
we v, Torerthly il we musL
I"ete Groodwin
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The Tory government has followed a path in the last few weeks that could only end in bitter
confrontation on the streets of Northern Ireland. They allowed Bobby Sands MP to starve to
death. They did so rather than concede the principle that he was a political prisoner—despite
the fact that the overwhelming majority of the Catholic population had expressed their support
for that principle in the ballot boxes of Fermanagh and South Tyrene. With wooden insistence
Thatcher repeated “a criminal is a criminal is a criminal’, even though she knows very well that
what has driven thousands of young men and women in the six counties to take up the gun and
to Tace long years in prison is not the search for illicit gain, but the desire to fight hack against
a state built upon discrimination and sectarian hatred.

That this is u pofitical motivation was recopnised by a1 government of which Thatcher was a
member back in 1972 when it conceded *special status’ for republican prisoncrs. Bobby Sands
himself was a beneficiary of this recognition during his first term of imprisonment. It was only
with his second term for the same offence (possessing arms) that he became "a criminal’.

The reason for the change which led to
death—and which may well have led to
many more deaths on the streets of Belfast
and Derry by the time vou read this—was a
conscions, pohtical decision by a British
POVETrnIment.

In 1972 anattempt o subdue the Catholic
minarity 1n Narthern Ireland through whao-
lesale repression had failed. The interna-
ment of hundreds ol anti-umonists 1n the
summer of [97] and the massacre of Bloody
Sunday, stx months after. only served to
increase the scule of resistance, and to pro-
duce o huge groundswell of anti-British sen-
fiment across the border tn the Republic,
After the British embassy in Dublin went up
in tlames, the Tares did a U-turn, pushed

tor turther reforms of the Northern Treland
state and even negotiated with the Provos.
Special Status was a by-product ol this turn.

But Britain’s rulers were not prepared (o
g0 bevond a certain pomt in thetr attack
upaon the inbuilt sectartanism and diserimi-
nation of MNorthern Ireland. After the
Republican population resisted attempts to
maintain. the pattern of discnimination by
handing over to Protestarnts houses that had
been allocated to Catholics, the Tornesstop-
ped treating the Provos as negotiators and
started to talk of them gs terronsts onge
again. And when, min 1974 the Protestant

oopulatlon moved en masse in detence of

their priveleges (the “Povalist sirike’) o
Labour government did another [-tarn,

" sEEmm ge—— TN TTECETT
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and ahandoned the attempt o imposc a
reformed governmental structure on Nor-
thern lreland. A hy-product of 1Ay turn was
the ending of special status and the treating
as criminals ol everyone who fought back
against the state.

It 15 the logic of this wirn which 1s now
bcing acted out. The present Tory govern-
ment 15 treading the path prepared by
Labour. and s insisting that 1t dogs not
matter how greal a proportion of the
Catholic population abpect to their oppres-
ston and align themselves with Republican
demands. These demands, 1t msists, dre
criminal demands. and crude torce has to be
used to repress them,

What that meant was shown cven betore
Bobby Sands' death. Fiest an army landro-
ver drove straightata crowd of stone throw-
ing youth, knocked down two ot them, and
then dehiberately drove buckwards over
their hodies, (see evewitness reparls i Sua-
day Times 25 Apnily And then the security
forces itted 60 people whose only “erime’
was being active n the Tl-block
committees—little more than a rerun of
nternment.

No wonder people in the nationalist areas
are fearing o repetition of the repression of
1971-2. No wonder they believe that, under
the protective eye of the British army and
the RUC, Lovalist murder gangsare prepar-
ing an onslaught desiened to beat them mto
submission, No wonder they are stocking
tood and organising detence committees.

RN T Reden seees e e A e

‘The experience of 13 years is
that while the nationalist
population has not been powerful
enough to smash the six county
state, neither have the [lran?e
sectarians and the security forces,
working together or separately,
heen able to smash resistance to
that state.

All this takes place as Ian Pailsley 1s making a
bid to assert his control over the Loyalist
population in the local elections, boasting
that he 15 preparedtodoa repeatof 1912and
use force to get his way.

The British government has shown few
s1gns of relenting in its turn 1o naked repres-
sien. [t believes that the death of Sands is of
immense symbolic importance. I the natio-
nalist and republican population of the
North is incapable of forcing concessions
after the bitter climax of the hunger strike,
then it is incapable of forcing concessions at
any point in time, In Toryeves thatamounts
tor Lthe defear ot the the republican move-
ment and lays the ground for a ‘political’
solution tn the six counties based upon mas-
sive concessions to Paisley,

Not inevitable

But 11 1s not mevitable that the govern-
ment succeeds 1 this strategy. The expern-
eree ol 13 vears s that while the nattonahst
population has not heen powertul enough to
smash the six county state, neither have the
Orange sectarians and the security forees,
working together or separately. been able to
smash the resistance to thatl slate.

Over recent weeks there has been a resur-
gence of the movement on the strects of the
Catholic arcas. The vouth arc prepared to
g0 bevond just marching and to show their
resistance with the brick dnd the petrol
bomb, The Provos still have the military
capacity to take on the Brinsh troops. There

15 a possibility that the combined efforts of
these forces will be sufficient to maintain
public disorder long enough for it 10 be
damaging to the present Tory strategy and
force concessions for the remaining hunger
strikers.

However, the lesson from 1972 has to be
remembered. It was whal hapened in the
South, 4s much as what happened in the
North, that broke the Tory offensive then,
Furopean capttalism does not like to see the
stability of that small, but highly protiable,
state endangered by hamblisted actions by
British security forces across its borders.

This does not mean putting taith in Char-
les Haughey the Southern premier. During
Bobby Sands® dying days he managed to
face several ditfferent directions at once,
while doing nothing. He hid behind the inef-
fectual gestures ol Sile De Valera, he gave
John Hume’s imtialive a gentle pred from a
safe distance, he misled Bobby Sands’ sister
Marcella about the likely outcome of the
Europcan Human Rights® Commission
inttiative, but warst of all, he put no pres-
sure on Thatcher, with whom he claims a
‘spectal  relationship’, to save Bobby™s
Sands’ life.

Action from below

No, it 1s action from below that 15 needed
in the South, the same sort of action that ht
up the streets of Dublin mine years ago.

The key, North and South of the border,
15 strike action. This has alrcady been orga-
nised in those sections of industry of the
North with a majority nationalist popula-
tion workforce. In the South nothing would
cmbarrass Haughey more than strike action
in solidarity in the North.

But strike action cannot be won on any
widespread or sustained basis just by bang-
ing out the nationalist slogans tanght in the
southern schools as part of national histary,
The links have to be drawn between the
everyday interests of workers in the South
and the struggle in the North, between trade
umion rights and unemployment on cne side
of the border and whaolesale repression on
the other side of 1t.

Clavs politics have (o be pushed to the
fore, otherwise, defeat 1s indeed a
possibitity.

Of caourse the H-Block campaign does not
represent the whole of the struggle in Ireland
against the last vestiges of Brinsh imperiai-
ism; even if the 1ssue ol political status wis
won Lhere would sull be the British army of
occupation, there would still be repression
through all channels of government, there
would stilt be discrimination against the
catholic population in all areas of life. But it
ts important that the prisoners campaign is
seen lor what (1t is; the symbol of all these
other issues, the symbaol of British oppression
and Trish resistance and the symbol of the
tact that the strugpte will continue until Bri-
tain gets out of Ireland once and tor all.
Fven the Paily Mirror in a recent editoral
recognised  that the present onsis wis
nothing more than a symptom of the wider
problem and it repeated its call for the with-
drawal of British troops from lreland. [tis
up to socialists inside the trade union move-
ment on both sides of the Irish Sea to ensure
that this call becomes a reality.

4 Sacialist Review
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Run down
{0 2 hew

civil war?

Peter Clarke analyses the
situation 1n The Lebanon

The conflict in Lebhanon is now seven
yvears old. But it is on the brink of
erupting into a new Middle East crisis
as the sporadic fighting between Lhe
numerous protagonists reaches a new
pitch.

Scveral factors during the last year
had led to this situation. The first is the
way the Gulf has diverted the attention
of Jordan and Syria away from the
Palestinian question. These two countries
have been involved in a continuous
sabre-rattling exercise as they have tried
to exploit the unrest in the area to settle
old scores, The pressure has been on the
Syrian government to decrease its ‘peace
keeping’ force of 25,000 troops in
Lebanon in case they are needed against
fraq or Jordan,

The second factor, Isracli insurgency
in Southern Lebanon, has been stepped
up since Syria and Jordan became in-
volved in their own dispute. The Israclis
work very closely with, and arm, the
‘Free Lebanon’ forces of renegade
Christian Phalangist, Saad Haddad.
Haddad has contrelled the ten-mile
wide strip along the Israeli border for
several wears and has allowed the
Istaclis free access through the strip to
attack the Palestinian strongholds just
north of the Litani River. Last ycar
there were 81 such attacks.

The third factor is the resurgence of
fhe right wing Christian Phalangist forces
in Beirut and Central Lebanon. The
initial conflict between the Palestimians
and the Phalangists rcached its height in
gatly 1976, when the Phalangists cleared
the Palestinian refugee camp of Tual
al-Zaabar. This led to the Syrian inter-
vention, in face of which the Christian
forces fragmented. Now the Christians
are united again under the leadership of
the extreme right wing Bechir Gemayel,
Since recently eliminating the other
Christian leaders in a week of bloody
fighting, Gemayel has become the sole
driving torce in the Phalangist Lebanese
F'ront Party.

(;emavel has some 70,000 well
truined  and well armed men at his
disposal. In recent incidenis he deci-
mated the Palestinians 4l Mount Lebanon
and  drove back the newly rebuilt
Lebanese army at  Ain Rummaneh.
Gemavel’s asprration s Lo ‘liberaie the
rest of Lebanon lrom the Palestinians
and the Syrians’,

The gquns captured by this Palestinian
fighter from Christian militia are Israeli.

The fourth factor is the one million
strong Shiite population of Lebanon.
These have always been oppressed by
the Sunni Muslims and the Christians
alike. For years they attempted to work
tor democratic reform within the old
Lebanese political framewortk. But with
the coming of the conflict and the
success of their sect in Iran they have
taken on a much harder edge: with the
help of the Palestinians they have built
up a military force and a strong political
party, Amal, led by the very shrewd
Nabih Berri, and the old feudal leadye -y
of the Shiiles have been eclipsed.

The Shiites mainly inhabit the
Southern area of Lebanon had have
been hard hit by the Palestinian—Israeli
conflict. Some 300 000 have left their
homes and moved to Beirut as the
fighting has escalated. This e¢xodus has
built up a resentment against the
Palestinians — a 71ésentment  which

Gemavel is frying to exploit by courting
right wing and disenchanted clements
within the Shiite communifty in an
effort to get them to join him in a
crusade against the Palestinians, He has
said publicly that he cannot beat both
the Palestinians and the Syrians without
Shinte help.

The final factor is the so-called “ClA
plan’ recently revealed in The Middle
Fast magazine. The plan goes along
the following lines: The Phalangists now
in control of Mount Lebanon couid
drive the Palestinians out of West Beirut,
clear thelr main camps arcund the
airport and push them south. The
Israelis would engage the Syrians in the
southern arca around Mount Hermon
and up to the Karoun dam with the help
of Haddad’s Christian forces. This
would Ieave the Palestinians by the
Litani River surrounded asthe Christians
moving south and the Israshs mowving
north decimated them,

The CIA fee! that the deterating
relations between Syria and Jordan plus
the ITragt mvolvement in the Guif War
would prevent Jordan or Irag helping
the Syrians out.

The plan is not in favour at the US
state department, but the CIA apparently
are trying to pct Reagan to adopt if.
According to sources in Beirut the
recent clashes between the Syrians and
the Phalangists in Zahle and betwean
the Fsraehs and the Syrians in southern
Bekaa are a prelude to the implemen-
tation of the plan.

What of the left in the Lebanon?
Unfortunately, it is in tatters. Amal is
split by internal disputes regarding the
Palestinians, wiile the Baathists of
Syria and Iraq, the Progressive Front of
Walid Jumblatt, the Nasserites, the Partie
Populaire Syrien and the Palestinians
spennd most their time fighting each

other instead of the Phalangists and
Israelis,
Reagan recently called Syria the

‘Cuba of the Middle East’. If he adopts
the CIA plan, the future forthe Lebanon
looks even bleaker than at present.
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Losing her grip

Barry Pavier looks at the difficulties besetting Indira Gandhi

Margarct Thatcher would have been well
advised to have taken a close look at the
pickle that Indira Gandht has got herselt
into, during her visit 1w Incdia last month.
Mrs Gandhi's predicament reveals the dan-
gers ol trying to imposc a solution on your
own class.

1) Since January 1980 there has been a
violent racist campaign in progress
Assam in the north-east, This is led by the
local petly bourgeoisie, and aims to repatri-
ate hupdreds of thousands of Bengalis wio
migrated therc ftrem whar 15 now
Bangladesh.

2) In Gujarat in the west there has beena
similar movement in progress for three
manths, aimed at untouchables. This was
sparked off by a dispute over reservation of
medical school places for untouchable stu-
dents. It 15 also led by the local petty
bourgcoisie.

3) In large states ke Maharashira, Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka, independent farmers’
movemenls have emerged which have mobi-
hsed tens of thousands in militant cam-
paigns over prices, which have compelled
the government to back down.

4} Rampant factionalism has appeared
inside Congress ([} state governments. One
problem is that is constant friction between
Gandhi *lovalists® and people who recently
defected to the Congress (1), In Andhra Pra-
desh tor instance, the chiet minister had to
create a cabinct of 60(!) just to keep all the
factions happy. Hardly a week goes by with-
out Mrs Gandlit having to intervene In a
party crisis in some state or another,

5) On top of all this therc are the workers.
A two-month strike of public-sector wor-
kers was recently inconciusively settled. Per-
haps the most surprising thing is not that it
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went on for so long but that 1t was not
smashed up straight away, That 1s what hap-
pened to the last major national strike, the
rallway strike of 1974, and this ume defence
industries were oul. That'’s not to say that
there wasn't violence, but there was not the
repression of previous vears., Why?

At independence in 1947 the Indian ruling
class was a coalition—a small industrial
capitalist bourgeoisie and a large rural bout-
seolsie, [Large, but splintered. Splintered by
region, within regions on caste or sub-
regional lines, by differences between bud-
ding capitahists and rent receivers, and so
or. These splinters had a polittcal hige as
factions within the statc units of the ruling
Congress party and were led by regienal
bosses.

While India bencfited trom the world
boom of the 50s and 60s these factions could
be accommaodated. There were some goodies
tor evervone, distribuled via the state. When
the boom cnded (in the case of India, 1965),
there was not enough for every faction. Pol-
incally, this mamfested itsell i splits from
the Congress, firstly at the 1967 elections,
and then intensifying, with a major split in
1969,

All this posed a problem for the ruling
class as a wholc. At the same time as it was
subjected to internal dissention, and so a
weakcning of the state apparatus, there was
a massive and unprecedented wvpsurge of
worker and peasant militancy. A split ruling
class made this situation very dangerous,
and Indira Gandhi could only temporarily
solve it in 1970-71 by a combination of
centrally-dirccted tepression, a successful
war with Pakistan and an apparent move {o
the left, summed up by the tamous ‘garibi
Aatae’ (abolish poverty} election of 1971,

But this did not solve the problem of the
inherent factionalism of. the ruling class.
Indira Gandhi had becen given some free-
dom ol manotuvre by the lact that her
major social base was a new element (n the

ruting class, created since independence—
the managers of state capital. There arc hun-
dreds ot thousands of these
people—running the railways, the iron and
stegl industries, the defence industries. engi-
neering industries, the nationahised banks
and the auxiliary services of state capital like
the educational system and the civil service.
They tend to have certain political
atiributes—they despise the local bosses of
Congress as corrupt bigots, they suppuott
aordered ‘progress’, they lend to support the
USSRE rather than the TJSAL

The Emergency was an aticmpt by the
state capitahist bourgeosie tao solve the
problem ol ruling class fuctonalism by riged
centralisation. They had the support of pri-
vatc industnal capual i this. To succeed
they had to smash the strength of the regio-
nal seats ol power. To put it another way,
[ndira Gandhi had to destroy the old Con-
press patty root and branch,

That 1s where the appalling Sanjay came
in. Mrs Gandhi necded a Congress organisa-
tion in every state which would ¢ampatgn
and implement her policy. The local orgam-
sations were no use as they were controlled
hy the bosses. Samjay’s Youth Congress was
intended to be a national organisation loyal
only to his mother, a stick with which she
could beal the bosscs,

It didatt work, simply because the state
capitalist bourgeosie 15 not strong enough
to fulfil its task. The Emergency collapsedin
January 1977 when the biggest boss, Jag)ji-
van Ram, defected to the opposition, and
the whole regime fell in. The Janata and Lok
Dal governments of 1977-B0 only carrnied the
fragmentation lurther—they  were  des-
troyed by tacuonalism, The Congress (1)
won an overwhelming electoral victory in
1980, but one which concealed the truth of
disintegration 1n  the rubing class, Mry

 Gandhi benefited to a great extent Irom div-
-'ided oppogition vbtes, and many of her "sup-
- porters’ were people who had just delecied

from her opponents {in Haryana state, the
entire government turncd up one morning
and said today 1t had chahged from being

Janata to Congress (I)!). A surc recipe for

trouble.
The policy of centralising the party cither
means that the leading frigures are incapable
sycophants, or that peeple with independent
political strength -are promptly
hamstrung—whereupon they usually move
mto tactionalism, The result s that not only
can Ingdira Gandhi not suppress opposinon
movements in the country, she can'’t cven
suppress then in the Congress (1), The party
15 1t chaos, Assam 15 ungovernable, farmers
are-rioting, and she has no remedy. Theiron
grip is slack, The police sull murder, Lorture
and matm. but unlike inthe Emergency they
do it o no unitied purpose: The muessiages
[rom Delhi are indecisive-and ¢confused.
This gives a big opportunity to the work-
ing class. The rraditional workers” organisa-
lrors, the two Communist partees and therr
unions, are stll hopelessly sunk m refor-
misint. Howewer, since 1977, there hoave
developed in severul important centres inde-
pendent union movements, tighting mil-
itants and otten successful swruggles. In
these movements small revolutionary
groups have made signiticant interventions.
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Aclass riot
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not arace rot

The capitalist press were unanimous on iwo
things: condemnation of the Brixton rioting
and insistence that it was not a race riot. We
don't agree with the first, but the second is
undoubtedly true. What all of the evidence
shows—eyewitness accounts, photngraphs,
reports—is that the Brixton riol was a rising
against property and authority. It was an
elemental confused and directionless riot hy
a mainly working class community against
the symbols of oppression and deprivation—
it was a cfass riot. Co 1 Sparks examines the
difference between the two sorts of riot.

A brief glance at the evidence proves that
beyond doubt. Overwhelmingly the targets
were the pohce and the large chain stores.
Photographs of the first incident on the
Saturdav—ithe police attempt to arrest a
black taxidriver at around 4.45 in the 'Fron-
tline' area--show a crowd of blacks and
whites gathering 1o tree him, The photo-
graph ot the first attack on a police vehicle
shows black and white youths working toge-

ther to overturn it. The photographs of the
peak of the struggle show blacks and whites
fighting the cops together. Even the damage
toll  demonstrates the enemy: sixty-one
palice vehicles were damaged, as against
only nineteen private vehicles.

A race niot would have had very dilferent
dynamics. There have been race riots in Bri-
tain since the war, and they arc all, without
cxception, attacks by whites upon blacks.
Race nots are something difterent trom the
sickening daily toll of abuse, assault and
murder which the black community in Bn-
tain suffers at the hands of white racists.
They involve organised attempts by gangs of
people to attack, indiscriminately, people of
another ethmc ongin, These have happened
on a number ol occasions.

The best known example s the 1958 Not-
ting Hill riot wherg white youths, egged on
by Oswald Mosely, launched a series of
street attacks on the local Black commumty,

There are other, less well-known exam-
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The targets of a class riot are not individuals of another race, but
symbols of the authority and property which oppress. [Above] Ghasing
a police van in Brixton. [Below) Burnt out bank in 8t Pauls.

ples. In Dudley in July 1962 a Saturday
night fight between a black man and a white
ran led to the minor injury of the white
man. The next day g group of whites “went
on the hunt for coloured persons’. On the
Monday ataround 10,30 pm: “l1 seems that a
pre-conceived plan ... was put into effect.
They met on Castle Hill, armed with sticks,
staves. chair legs, belts, coshes and bottles
and made their way ttom Castle Street to
Birmingham Street... their numbers increa-
scd as other rowdies joined them.’

The police intervened ‘to protect cotoured
persons {rom the viclence of the mob” and
twenty seven men and two women, all white,
appeared in court the next day. A mob of
about 1wo hundred made an meffectual
efTort 1o free them, aliegedly shouting at the
police *You flattoots” and “Youcowards'. 15
more whites were arrested.

The same weckend there were similar
evients in Dalston and Manchester, where
Oswald Mosely was again active,

In Leeds in July 1969 there was a fight
which led to three Sikhs being charged for
the murder of a white man. It also led 1o
three nights of rioting during which 35 white
men were arrested. On the Sunday lunch-
time, crowds of whites gathered outside the
pubs yelling: *“We are going to smash Pakis-
tani houses® and ‘We want a riot’. A mob
marched down the Burley Road, chanting
“Sieg Heil' and "Get the wogs’. They
attacked a small immigrant area, wrecking
shops and chasing any black they coulid find.

Sharp contrasts

These examples stand n sharp contrast
with Brixton, St Pauls, and the Carmval
riots tn Notting Hill in 1977 and [97¥, in
which there 15 absolutely no evidence what-
soever that Lhe aim of the riots was indiscri-
minate attacks upon white people. The
differences are systematic. [n the case ol race
rigts, there are attempts to march into black
areas. Class riots are delences of a particular
area against the police. Race riots told up

very quickly when the police manage to
notice therm ang intervene: in Dudley, eight
police officers stopped a mob ot about 200.
Cluss miots typically are fought with great cour-
age and determination against an overwhelming
array of police power. Race riots are aimed
at catching and attacking isolated individual
blacks. Class riots are directed against an
organised pohce torce. .

That the psychology and the politics of
the two sorts of riots are quite different was
proved time and again in the black struggles
of the USA in the 1960s. The Civil Righis
movement in the South was subjected to a
catalogue of atrocities. [t was not all peace-
ful protest, but when the blacks tought back,
they did so against their direct enemies. For
example, in September 1963 there was a
bomb attack on the home of a black minister
in Birmingham, Alabama. The protest
march was attacked by the police and deve-
loped into a riot. 10 days later, white Tacists
bombed the 16th Street Bapust Church dur-
ing Sunday School. They killed four black
schoo! girls and seriously njured another
23.

The following vears saw riots in the black
ghettoes in the North, Walts, Newark,
Detriot, Cleveland and a host of others
gxploded in a wave of Black anger. In 1967
there were 164 civil disturbances. The Ker-
ner Commission investigated them exhaus-
tively and concluded that they were
directed;

*Against local symbols of white Amer-

ican society, authority and property n

Negro neighbourhoods—rather than

against the white persons.’

Even when Martin Luther King was shot
down by racists and Washington DC was
subdued by 12,000 troops, there were no
examples of black race riots.

There is absolutely ne doubt that the trig-
ger of the Brixton riots was pulled by the
police. The arca has notoriously been sub-
jected to intense racist policing., The SPG
has invaded the area six times between 1975
and 1979, and 1.ambeth Council have cxten-
sively documented the damage that they and
the ‘ordinary” police have done to black
people.

The Brixton riots erupted at the end of the
first week of an operation called ‘Swamp
%17 1n which the area was {looded with more
than 1{H{} temporary plain-clothes cops. In
two days, they stopped more than 1000 peo-
ple and arrested more than 100—twice the
normal weekly average. On both the Friday
and the Saturday, the riots started atier par-
ticularly atrocious examples of police
harassment.

So ohvious 1s this that even some bour-
geols journalists have rccognised 1. Keith
Waterhouse, in the Daily Mirror {13.4.81).
noted the remark by a senior police officer
that:

‘Nobody rules the streets ol London,

Brixton, or even Railton Road, except

the Metropaolitan Police.”

He commented:
‘Which c¢ould have been mote
modestly put, given that portions of one
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of London’s boroughs were ablaze at the

time. Or less arrogantly put, given that as

a matter of tact the police of this country

do not as yvet rude anvthing.”

‘But it 15 the belief of some of them that
they do. and their tendency to rule some
streets rather more strenuously than they
try to rule others, that has brought the
secthing discontent in Brixton toa head.”

The police. of course. are only the sharp
end of a mass ot things bearing down on the
population of Brixton. The miserv ol unem-
ployment and bad housing, of the general
decay of capitalist system, (s something that
both blacks and whites rioted against toge-
ther. But blacks, of course. have more than
thetr fair share of (this grim lot, and also hear
the burden of everyday racism. That 15 why
It was they who led and dominated the riof
and who provided the best and bravest
troonps.

Riots ol this kind are a common result ol
unemplovment and crisis, which 15 why
Thatcher s Iving when she tries to blame it
on the ethnic origins of the Brixton mil-
itants. There were numerous such riots in
the 1930°s, of which the great united struggle
between the Protestant and Catholic unem-
ploved 1 Beltast against the RUC i the best
known. Birkenhead 15 another good exam-
ple. There, in September 1932, two uncm-
ploved  demonstrations demanding  the
ending of the Means Test were broken up by
haton charges. This ted to a massive protest
meeting which was aguin attacked by the
police. The report in The Times as (o what
happened next could almost have been wril-
ten about Brixton in 1951:

‘During what amounted to a series of
pitched buttles between the mob and the
police nine  officers and seven other
persons were taken to hospital... The
police tricd to break up the mob, but
were mel with a rain of bottles. stopes,
lumps af lead, hammer-heads and other
missiles... Wherever the police were seen
sweeping up a strect the rioters disappea-
red into houses, Itom the windows of
which women threw all kinds of missi-
les... In one street the manhole cover of a
sewet was liftled and a wire rope stretched
across the street. A number of police teld
over this ... One of the motor ommbuases
conveying police reinforcements had all
its windows broken.’

The fighting went on for three davs before
the police were able to baton the population
mto a state of silence.,

Brixton, then, was an absolutely typical
product of two linked circumstances, On the
ome hand there s nisimg unemplovment . mis-
¢ry and desperation. On the otler hand
there 1s the racism of British socicty which
drives young blacks into implacable opposi-
Lion to every manifestation of white author-
ity A logic lollows from this: that St Pauls in
Bristol and Brixton in London are the harh-
ingers of further storms. The conditions
which exist in those places are conditions
whitch exist 1n a dozen other places. The
anger and militancy which burst out there
will burst out in a dosen other places.

BRIXTON

‘Itisimportant to

take the iniative’

Socralist Review went to Brixton to interview
three SWEP members about their assessment
of the riot, its origins, development and what
has happened since. We spoke to two black
workers, Mickey and Tyrone, and a white
worker, Tom. This is what they had to say.
Mickey: One of the main factors that ted up
to it was the police harrassment of the
voruth, which has been taking place for the
last three vears or so. It has been really
heavy. Even Lambeth Counci produced a
report on the atrocities that the police are
getting up to. '

I work just up the road and in the last few
weeks, just driving around the area, I've
seen kids up apainst the wall, being patted
down, cars being stopped. Every single time
1l was a black kid. You could tell just by
looking al the people zround that they had
seen It all before. T was . a common
CCCurenee.

Tyrone: Tts not just the Kids, its the whole of
the people. And not just in Brixton, Coming
home from a party, they stop your car and
find out if vou've had too much to drink.
When they can't pin that on vou, then the-
re’s always something else, like they've mis-
sed a car that answers your’s description. If
¥ou've got a very good car, then stopping
your 15 ong of the things the police do when
they're on their might out tor harrassing
Blacks.

Tom: [ am white and living in Brixton and |
have 1t easy compared with black people |
know, but even white people are fed up. |
know white people who won't go out at
night, not because Brixton 1s some sort of
‘muggers’ haven' bul because they go out
and have a pint and then get picked up by
the police and taken down the station.

The New Cross Fire cover up and the
reporting of the march just proved to people
that there was no way they could make
themselves heard.,

Tyrone: The riot on Friday started when
they saw the police put this kid who had
been stabbed into a police car. They knew he
was gowng to die in their hands. They
remember Michael Ferrarra, who was stab-
bed in the streets of Hackney and taken not
to the hospital but o the police station
where he died from loss of blood. People
haven™ forgotten that,

Mickey: The riot itself was mostly vouth. On
the Sunday 1t was reallv young kids—ten to
fourteen—just runmng arcund getting what
they could, It was a famr cross-section of
younger people, black and white. I met two
older white men, one aboult 45, another

about 22. They had been in the riot, They
said that the police had caught them with
about a dozen black kids in a shop doorway
and pulled the two of them out behind their
riot shields before they started laying into
the black kids. The police were only interes-
ted m nicking black kids.

Some of the places that went up were
racist. I've heard it said that the reason the
Windsor Castle was burnt down was because
It was racist. A lot of the shops that went up
did so because the people who runthem are
right-wingers who want nothing to do with
the area.

Tom [ts interesting that there's a lot of shops
with valuable goods that did not get hit at
ail. No doubt some of them got hit acciden-
taily. but the shops that got rnoted were the
ones that had the type of things a young
uncmployed kid would want but could
never pav for.

Tyrone: When vou look at Brixton after the
riot, its not much worse than it ever was. It
alwavs looked that way. The people who
saw Railton Road atter the riot don’t know
that 1t always iooked pretty much tike that.

On the night itselt, 1 was looking to see
who was angry about it all. 1 was locking
especially for white people who were angry
and had recasons for being angry. | did not
see anything of that on the streets. The only
thing that people did not understand was the
burning, becausc fire is a dangerous thing
and | wouldn’t like it much myselt. People
were saving: ‘It had 1o happen’—black and
white peaple. |

Mickey: After (he not, Rudi Narayan {a
black barreister) was the first one to show his
head. He pops up evervwhere he can get
himself a platform. He set up a defence com-
mittee with a few of the local race relations
bodies. They called a meeting on the Sun-
day. right in the middle of a riot. The meet-
ing broke up; there was a riot right outside
the building with people throwing rocks and
screaming, and evervbody ran out of the
building,

There was another meeting the foliowing
day. By that ume Naravan had gone around
the area and him and the tocal community
relattons people had elected each other 10
different positions on the committec,

But a wider circle of people had found out
about it and had gone atong. The whole
thing ended 1n total disarray. [t wasn't very
difficult to sce what Naravan was up to—he
Is after 4 knighthood, or something.

Tyrone: Alter two weeks, there still 1s not a
working delence committee set up. We will
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get something going eventually, but at the
moment Lhere is anly the work in the law
centre. We don'™t even know how many peo-
ple were arrested. There 15 stidl a rumour
going around that there are fifty people
unaccounted for,

Mickey: In London there is a large group of
black nationalists, all of whom want to play
a part in this sort of thing. They were saying
that it should be an all-black committee.
which broke up the flirst public meeting
because there were while people in the audi-
ence. By having an all-black commitiee, the
nationalists thought they could keep it small
and manipulate it. You get the feeling that
everybody wants to be a star.

You've got to remember that evervbody
wants Lthe vouth to he involved, but those
youth themselves don't want to be involved
in any political scene. They've had no real
expericnce of organisation. Down the Fron-
tline, there's no rcal organisation, there’s a
‘togetherness’ but it doesn’t represent any
political organisation.

You gel various people, ike Race Teday,
who think there should be an all-black
delence commiitee, but even they can’t con-
trol the youth. Aflter they had got rid ot
Naravan. and Linton Kweset Johnstione had
set himself up as the chairman and had gota
few of the vouth around him, the meeting
ended in total disorder. The kids are very,
very militant—at the end of that meening
they wanted te march on the police stution
they would have supported anything.

Despite the fact that there 15 no defence
commitlee yet, 1t 15 important that we take
the initiative and go oul and ralse some
money. You're talking about something like
£100.000. No committee 1S going to raisc
that if we have a repetition of what we've
seen so far,

Tyrone: There has been no back-lash trom
the older people. For example, we were sel-
ling Secialivt Worker the next weekend at
Brixton tube, 1t was a record sale, and we
had no nsults from black or white. The
pulice were there, and if the people has been
complaining we would have been moved on.
The people did not show any anguish ar alk.
People felt that it hud 1o happen.

Mickey: The only place there has been any
room to imtervene has been at the defence
committee public mectings. The white left
has been kept out, and it vou look at the

black lett, they are all iving oft one sort of

grant or another. Their politics are geared
very much in line with their wage packets.
For example, there are no links being
drawn—vety little mention of Depttord, no
mention of South African miners being
shot. no mention of the big demonstraton
against  the Nationahty  Bill, you look
arsund in general and there are no links
being drawn. The bluck nationalists attemp-
ted to isolate Brixton: lirst you had to be
biack; then vou had to come from Brixton;
then you had to come Itom Railton Road,
then vou had to come from top end of
Railton Road: then you had to come from
the Frontline. In the end 1t excluded ¢ve-
rybody apart from the kids themselves.
An all-black committee s all very well,

bul it makes it difficult to moebilise a much
wider section of the class. You go to any
workplace around Brixton and you will
meet racists. But just because there are
racists there, it doesn’t mean that you
mustn’t organise within them. it's no good
saying: “Themr all a bunch of shits where ]
work'. That lets people 1alk themselves out
of almost any activity, They end up involved
in law courts like the Deptford Committee.

Tom: 1 work in a place with about 1300
people. To tell you the truth, the Monday
after the riot it was a hell of a time. We had
to work very hard to keep the open racialism
down., We had people saying things hke:
‘They should all have been machine-
gunned’. You had to argue with them, show
them cuttings and pictures out of the papers,
and prove to them that it was blacks und
whites. We really had to tight against them.

Almost exactly a year before Brixton, the 51
Paul's area in Bristol was catapulied to pro-
minence nationally and internatonally. A
smali incident, a pohice raid on a caf¢, led to
seven hours during which the police were
stoned, cars were burnt, shops were looted
and, horror upen hoerrors, the police had o
withdraw, leaving behind a no-go area.
While everyone had expected some distur-
bance at some point, the intensity of the
anger and the spontaneity of the local peo-
ple caughl them unawares.,

St Paul’s has alse traditionally been a
staging post where people have settled
hefore moving on to other areas of Bristol.
So 1t was here that the West Indian com-
munity started after the war, with the settle-
ment of people who had served in the RAF.
Today anly 53000 of the city’s 20,000 West
Indians hive in the area. However, the reces-
sion has put paid 1o any further movement
away from St Paul's,

At the same time the lack of funds tor
housing improvement has led to it becoming
what the locals call a ‘shanty town’, a des-
cription thalt fits parts of every major City in
Britain. Urban deprivation and racial disad-
vantage exist in all thesc areas, and all thats
needed is the spark of provocation by the
police to turn any one of then into the next
Bristol or Brixton.

These, then, were the reasons behind the
upheaval—onemployment, bad housing
and education, discrimination, continual
police harassment. A year later, no selution
Lo any of these problems has been presented
by the auvthornities.

Immediately after the riot, MPs, coun-
cillors and social workers moved in. Draft
reports were produced. 1t took Avon Educa-
tton Authority and the Community Rela-
tions Executive six months just to thrash out
a simple policy statement. A Commons
committee investigating racial disadvantage
visited the area to take evidence from the

We carried the arguments on the Monday
and the Tuesday, and since then it has been
alright, The first thing s to win the argu-
ment that it is unemployment and the rest,
and not an ethnic minority.

Mickey: You can collect in the workplaces.
We proved that over the Richard Campbell
campatgn. We went to Brixton garage.
which is about seventy per cent black, and
the white stewards, right wingers, told us
no-one was interested. We had to go undcer-
neath them to the rank and file, who were
interested. |

Another place we went to was a hospital
with a racist shop steward. We managed to
get into the AGM, with about 100 people
there. When we had timshed speaking, there
were people coming up and signing the peti-
tion and offering to heip. We will havetodo
the same sort of thing arcund Brixton.

Bristol one year
after St.Pauls

local people. Many refused to help because
they wanted a public enquiry and felt there
was Hitle it could do. A trade union enguiry
was initiated by the Bristol trades council
with locals as well as some celebnities. A
delence committee was also formed.

The prablem was, and is, that the wrade
union enquiry and the delence campaign,
run by a separatist who didn't want whites
involved, never came together. The workers
were not asked to contribute Lo the detence
costs and a joint campaign against the police
activities and Tory policies was never
contlemplared.

Since the initial burst of *activity”, the talk
has bheen of forming more committees,
working parties, liasion groups, lor further
consultations. The Tory counci secms 1o be
well pleased with its major proposal. Alter
*detailed considerations’, part ot 5t Barna-
bas primary school would be converted into
4 community centre,

There arc now available to the people hive
community centres, community social wor-
kers, detached vouth wokers, a multi-racial
cducation centre and a careers centre. Yet,
the problems of St Paul's are too deep roo-
ted tor centres and new coats of paint on
houses to solve. Some Lrees have been plan-
led, landscape gardeners have been busy
and some streets have been blocked oft to
deter kerb crawlers,

Unemployment=—25 per cent lust year—is
now nearing 40 per cent. The Roval Docks
face clusure throwing 2000 dockers on the
dole and atfecting the lvehhood of another
20.000. The shops in the area are as delapi-
dated as the houses, and onc or two are still
burnt out and boarded up. Lloyds Bank has
moved across the road 1o occupy a disused
church. Fhere is a rumour that the scorched
bank premises will now houvse St Paul’s very
own police statlon. Just what the commun-
ity most needed.

Bippin Patel
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ists treading the path of black capitalism
and black capitalist politics.

The road from riot to revolution requires
a detour that leads through the factories.

The detour is not immpossible to make. An
important seclion of the rioters may have
been unemploved. But the majority were
almost certainly workers. After all, despite
the very high levels of black unemployment
the great majority of black people in
Britain—and even the majority of black
yvouth—have jobs. The biggest single con-

From riot _
o revolution

Bui how do we moeve from riot to revolution? Bristol left very little in the way of continuing
organisation in St Pauls. What guarantee is there that things will be very different after Brixton?
Chris Harman looks at some of the problems to be faced in drawing the political and organisatio-

nal lessons,

Britain has two images in 1981, One 1s the
politics of irrclevance. In its most absurd
farm 1t involves the surge of support in the
apinion polls lor the Social Democrats, the
soap suds party launched with an expensive
media operation but having no policies buta
regurgitation ol the slogans ol the Macmil-
lan cra of 25 vears ago. But 1t 15 also to be
found on the left. Over the last week we've
seen sane socialists forgetting everything the
cxperience of the Wilson and Callaghan
governments shouid have taught them, beli-
eving Lhat the second coming can be brought
about by a reborn municipal socialism and
lower bus fares. Those who used to storm
through the streets chanting Ho Ho Ho Chi
Minh now tell us that the only important
issue 1o be argued out in unions whose mem-
bers face soaring redundancies and six per
cent wage limits is which lormer senior cabi-
net minister is 1o be deputy leader of the
Labour party.

Apathy toc anger

The other image is of the brick and the
petrol bomb. the police boot and the baton
charpge. the bodies clubbed down into the
sutter and the screams of deflance, the
explosion of 5t Paul's in Bristol a year ago
and Brixton in Londona monthago, echoed
in Finsbury Park and Wansiead and Eahng
and who Knows where next,

Bath images convey something very real
about Britain today. The politics of irrele-
vance {ollow trom the way in which the
majorily of workers still don’t know how to
respond to the crisis and the government. As
factory atter factory has closed, as the 150-
lated outposts of resistance have remained
isolated, as even the memory of the odd
victories (the docks, the mines, the firemen)
s drowned in the redundancies rational res-
ponses are replaced by blind hope.

Yel Brixton shows a decper reality, Those
without hope are capable suddénly, virtu-
ally out of nowhere, ol shifting from apathy
to anger. And that anger can break through
all the restraints that education within capi-
talist society is supposed o build into peo-
ple's  consclousness.  The local  streets
suddenly tuke on the aspect of a revolutio-
nary battleground, with barricades and
burning cars and instant sohdarity against
the slatc.

However, it the riot shows, momentarily,
the luce of real revolution, the riot 1s not the
same as the revolution, The power of the
rioters lies.an their ability to drive the police
trom the streets and to burn down synmibols
of oppression. But the streets they brietly
control are streets ol poverty. They burn
down parts of the old society but do not
have the mcans to build a new one. For

Nlasteation: Sophie

those means bie elsewhere, 1n the productive
core of society, the factories and mines and
docks.

That is where a riot differs from a strike. It
can be much more revolutionary 1o 1§ slo-
gans. But it lcaves behind much Iess 1n the
way of continuing, organised opposition 10
the status quo.

A strike takes place at the very centre ot
capitalist society, where value iscreated and
surplus value is extracted. It shows workers
that they have the power, if only they act
collectively, to begin to control these proces-
ses in thetr own interests. A riot shows peo-
ple they can fight together, it teaches some
of them that they need to challenge society
in its entirety—but it does not provide them
with the organisational means, the power, to
achieve these goals.

This problem is exacerbated by another
one, A community 1s pot a class, even if most
of its members might belong to the working
class. Also to be found in 1t are the shop
keepers, Lhe lumpen proletarians, the petty
gangsters, the upwardly mobile—and those
who hope to make a comfortable living as
the professional mediators between the
community and the wider capitahist society.
The moment the riot is over these go ther
separate ways, each proclaiming 1ts particu-
lar aims as the aim of the community as a
whole.

That is why a succession of ghetto upns-
ings could sweep the US between 1964 and
1968-—and, at the end, leave the black com-
munities hardly any better organised than
hefore, with former radical black national-
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cenlration of black people in London 1s not
to be found in Brixton, but in the Ford
factory at Dagenham. And the white youth
who joined in likewise have fathers and sis-
ters and Iriends on assembly lines and
Abehind office typewriters.

At the moment conditions may not be
quite right for the wholesale transformation
of apathy into anger in the factories. But all
past experience mdicates that the moment
there is the slightest upturn in the economy,
this can be magnlied into a much greater
rise in the level of class stuggle. We could
find ourselves faced with dozens of indus-
trial Brixtons,

Shift the ground

To make the transition from riot to revo-
fution, vau not only have toshift the ground
of battle. You also have to make a political
shift. The politics of the community 18 no
good n the factory—whether vou are talk-
ing of the hardline black nationalism that
can %0 easily gct a resonance among those
who face daily racial harassment. or the
half-baked municipal socialism that gocs
begging to the government tor more funds.

Whal is needed is thorough going revelu-
tionary socialist politics, a stress thal the
factories as well as the streets have 1o be
seized, that does not tell black people to
abandon thetr grievances while white wor-
kers have 4 change of heart, but which does
insist that Lo be effective, vanguard street
fighters have 1o learn to talk to and lcad and
organise older workers as well as the youth,
white workers as well as black.

The urgent task is to build organisation
hased on such politics, before further explo-
stons  take place. Brixton revealed-—as
Micky noted in the interview above—that
everyone with politics is an outsider as far as
the most radical vouth in Brixton are con-
cerned. whether that politics 1s soctalist or
separatist. No-one has won their conhidence
and been able to articulate their angerinloa
wider view of how to transform society. Yet
unless that 18 done, their anger can all too
eastly sink back into apathy.

The kev here is making contact with thesc
individuals who are beginning to see the
need lor some wider perspective. That 1s
why we in the SWI put such a stress on the
regular sale of our weekly paper, Secialisi
Waorker in a period like the present. It we can
sell it (0 those looking for an alternative 1
the communities and n the factories, we
make the connection between the two. We
can channet the anger of Bristol and Brixton
in the direction where it is maost hkely to be
effective. We can unite those, tlack and
white, who want to struggle. Wecan destroy
the politics of irrelevance with the politics of
revolt.
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UNEMPLOYMENT

The Thirties

and the Eighties

With the March unemployment figures at an official level of 2.5 million for the first {ime
since the 1930s (the rcal total is much higher), the demand “No Return (¢ the Thirties’
sounds a bit out of date. But what was the nature of unemployment in the thirties? Is the
situation today the same? Sue Cockerill looks at the facts then and now.

Just as today the official statistics underesti-
mated the true extent of unemployment,
both because not evervone who would take
a jab registers {particularly married
women}, and becausc of the various schemes
for temporary ‘'work” tor school-leavers, the
unemployment figures it the thirties unde-
restimated the real numbers by half a mil-
llon or more.

Total figures for unemployment, adjusted
to make them more accurate, are available.
Using these figures, unemployment reached
a pcak of 3.4 millionin 1932, but in only two
years between 1922 and 1938 did it drop
below 1.5 million, and then only slightly.
And this was at a time when the total work-
force was smaller than todayv. In every one of
these years, at least one in ten people of
working age was jobless. 1n seven of the
vears, three out of ¢very twenty, and in the
worst years, one in Hve.

Unempioyment had reached near these
leveils before, 1n the troughs of periodic
slumps, but never for such long periods of
time. For @ whole generation, mass unem-
ployment was the normal state of affairs.
Among the many books which describe
more graphically than any ligures what life
was like in the worst it areas tn the thirties
15 George Orwell's The Road 1o Wigsan Pier.
For exampte the desperate scarch tor scraps
of coal among the pit waste in Wigan by
unemployed people:

‘That scenc stays in my mind as one of
my pictures of Lancashire: the dumpy,
shawled women, with their sacking
aprons and heavy black clogs, kneeling
I the cindery mud and the bitter wind.
scarching cagerly for tiny chips of coual.
In winter they are desperate lor luel: it is
more  important almost  than  lood.
Meanwhile all round, as faras the eve can
see, are the slag heapys and hoisting gear
of the collteries, and not one ol those
collieries can sell all the coal it s capable
of producing.”

He writes also about the savage enforce-
ment of the Means Test:

*Old people, sometimes bedridden, are
drivenr out ot their homes by it An old
age pensioner, if a widower, would nor-
mally live with one or other uf his chil-
dren. Under the Means Test. however, he
counts as a “lodger” and il he stays, his
children’s dole will be docked. So. per-
haps ar seventy or seventy-tive, he has to
turn out into lodgings, hunding his pen-
ston over to the lodging house keeper und
eXIsting on the verge of starvation.”

The total tigures for unemplovment show
only part of the storv. Particular regions and
industries were catastrophicalty atfected, In
1934, 3755 of the labaour lorce in Glamor-
garl, 75% in Brynmawr, 70% in Mecrthvr,
were out ol work. After Palmers shipyardin
Jarrow closed 1n 1933, eight out of ten wor-
kers in Jarrow were unemployed. Even atter
the slight recovery of the late thirtes began,
areuas hke South Wales, Central Scotlang,
Northern Ircland, and paris of the North-
Fast and Lancashire remained devastated
by unemployment,

Unemployment I:-}: industry
January 1981

Steel 22.4%

Texules 4.8

Clothing & footwear 4.0

Bricks, pottery, glass & cement 14).7
Muotor vehicles 10.8

Food, drink & tobacco 10.4
Mechanical enginecring 10,2
Shipbuilding 10.2

The worst hit industry was shipbuilding
and repairing, where at the depth of the
slump (1932, 62% of the workforce was
Jobless. Forty-cight per cent of steel and
ironworkers were unemployed, and 357 of
codalrmners. About a third of the lubour
foree in textiles, building aund the docks were
also without work.

The problem of understatement of female
uncmployment was probably even worse
then than it 1s now: women represented 2947
ol the economically active population, but
only 17% ot the recorded unemploved in
1935,

it took the outhreak of war to cnd mass
unemployment: by 1940, only 700,000 pco-
ple were Jobless, and by 1944, 70,0600, Many
people believed that with the end of the wir.
it would return. Instead came the long
boom, fed by continuing massive arms
expenditure. Now the boom is over, muss
unemployment has re-cmerged.

Devastation

In many ways, the pattern of unemploy-
ment hasn't changed: lookinp at the regional
tigures for February 1981, 7% of the work-
force 158 unemployed in the South Fasc, as
compared with 13.6%: 1n the North, 13.5%. in
Wales, 12.7% in Scotland, and 17.3% n
Northern Ireland (Northern Ireland huasn't
in fact had a rate of unemployment betow
6% duning the whole post-war period).

Anamportant exception to the pattern is
the West Midlands, which has normally had
an unemployment rate below the national
average, but now has g percentage rate of
117 compared o the UK average of 10.2.

Even within regions, there are wide dispa-
rittes: Carddt has an onemployment rate of
17, while 1ts 17.9% in Ebbw Vale. In
Scotland, Edinburgh 1s &.7%. North
Lanarkshire 18.3% and Irvine 21150 1t is
hardly surprising that Corby has a rate of
21.5% while Northamptonshire as a whole
has a rate of 1.53%. Liverpood has 16,29
unemploved and within particular areas of
the city. worse than thit. Evenin the relativ-
ely unaltected South East, there arc pockets
ot very high unemployment in the inner city
arcas of London. tor example, and also in

places ke Chatham (11.29%) and several

coastal towns, Although none of these tigu-
res approaches those quoted earlier for
South Wales and the North Tasoin the thir-
Lies, (excepting areas of Northern I[reland)
they represent whole communities devasted
in the same ways.

Scrap heap

The worst-hit single industry 1s construc-
tion, with 24, 5% out of work. 700,000 peo-
ple were out of work in manutacturing in
February, or 9.6%. Production industrics
aecount tor halt those out of work, manu-
tacluring tor a little under a chird. But the
service sector has also been hit: nearly
600000 people were unemployved in the dis-
tributive trades, banking and other services.,
not including 100,000 1n national and local
government, and another 1TOLOOO 1in trans-
port and communication in February.

In terms of age, 38%. ol the unemploved
are under 24, 18. 3% under 19, 324 of male
school-leavers and 309 of temale were out
of work 1n 1980, The government has been
keeping some kids oft the register by a num-
ber of different methods like YOP and Work
Expericnce which often mean cheap labour
for employers and six wecks off the dole tor
kids, who are then thrown buck on the serap
heap and another batch put on the scheme
to keep the bigures down. In the second
quarter of 19x0, 47,000 school-lecavers were
on some kind  of  Manpower  Services
sehieme. There are other job assistanee pro-
grammes, short-time working subsidies and

s0ron, which keep about 345,000 people off

the register in total.
Women

Wonwen now account lor about 30% ol
the total unemptoved and for 2247 of those
unemployed for six months or more. The
shitt in employment during the past decade
to the service »eCtor was matched by an
nereasing number of women entering the
worklorce, The temale workforce increased
by a million o the 70s, or abour the sume
amount as the working population gs 2
whole. The number ol women actually
employved rose by about a mitlion, while the
total numbers m employment remained
constant. the risimg number of women
among the unemploved rellects the increa-
sed importance of women in the worktorce,
but it 15 ditficult to measure how unempioy-
ment s altecting women because of the [act
that murned women often don't register as
uncmployed, an losing their jobs, Nor can
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the figures measure those who would work if
there were jobs available, but see no pomtin
registering if they are not entitled to benefit,
The rate of increase of female unemploy-
ment has been faster in the last year than
male, but the recorded rate of unemploy-
meni for men remains much higher: 12.1%
as against 7.0% for women.

Heartlands

There is no doubt that the level of benetits
for unemployed people today has meant
that the situation 15 not comparable with
what people suffered 1n the thirties. But the
government’s effective cuts in benefit in the
last budget, Lthe phasing out of Earnings
Related Supplement, and the deliberate rais-
ing of fuel prices, together with the tact that
a growing number of people have been
uncmployed tor & months or more (385 of
the total) will be hitting the hiving standards
of the unemployed hard. Another difference
between the situation today and the thirties
is that prices fell duning the thirties, whereas
they have been and still are rising today.

The similarities with the thirties are there
clearly: in terms ol the fact that the recession
has again hit the traditional sectors ot indus-
iry hardest, mainly in the regions which
were  affected before,  Steel, textiles,
shipbuilding—atl 1n the tradnional hcar-
tlands of industry. But not only those indus-
tries. In the thirties, johs were crealed n
motors and light engincering in the Mid-
lands and South while they were being des-
troyed in the heavy industry of the North.
This time round these industries have been
heavily hit, as have the so-called ‘growth’
weetors ke chemicals and computers, Areas
like the Midlands and the South East have
not cscaped.

No vacancies

Another major difference 15 the speed
with which unemployment has risen: by
65% 1in the last year, compared to the slea-
dier risc during the twenties and thirties,
Partly because ol this, and partly becaue of
the level of benefits. the effect on both the
unemploved and the employed has beendif-
lerent, at least so tar. Therc is not yet the
despair which comes from the behef that
you are facing literally a ifetime on the dole;
nor is there quile the feeling among the
emploved that they arc bn the edge of the
abyss. Mass unemployment has not succee-
ded in stilling all fight among the emploved.

But although unemployment has risen
sharply, there are no signs that it will tali
sharply. Even though the recssion s said to
have ‘bottomed out’, all forecasters agree
that the upturn will have little 1mpact on
unemployment levels, and that unemploy-
ment will rise still more by 1985, The two
most recent forecasts by the 1'TEM group
and the Cambridge Economic Policy Group
forecast adult unemployment of 3. 5and 3.6
million by 1983, and Cambridge forecast 4.3
mitlion by 1985, (Guardian 27.4.81). The
Economist Imrelligence Unit recently pro-
duced a report which suggested that mass
unempiovment would now be a permanent
feature not just of the British economy. but
of all the major industrialised world. The
latest figures bear out this by showing the
lowest level of vacancies since the figures
were tirst compiled twenty years ago.

Fhoto: John Sturrock

Fhoto Jahn Sturrock
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‘ The only people that can talk about
a future for mankind are marxists
and we shouldn’t be ashamed

to say so’

As the NW TUC's People’s March got under way, Mike Gonzales, went to talk to Harry
McShane for Secialist Review, Harry represents a link with a chapter of working class
history that is all too relevant for socialists today. For he was a central figure in the
National Unemployed Workers’ Movement, the mass organisation of the unemployed that
campaigned throughout the inter-war perind. The lessons of that movement must he
absorbed today, for in its successes and failures it represents the highest cxperience of self-
organisation of the unemployved that Britain has ever seen.

Harry McShane is 90 years old this menth. His life is an inspiring example to us all—‘of

4 rank and file leader who never left the rank and file’, A leading member of the
Communist Party for thirty vears, he left at the age of sixty in order to remain faithful to
the ideas of revolutionary Marxism. He is still very active, fighting for the unity of
unemployed and employed workers and for a socialist society.

Harry began by describing the NUWDM
campaign.

*The first unemployed march was in 1922, [t
was a ragged thing, and T couldn™tbe oni; [
was tn Jaill at the ume. The 1930 march
wasn't d lot better, bul alter that the mar-
chies were very good. In 1932 we gor a tre-
mendous  response; there were three
marches in the thirties, and they were out-
standing. The discipline was excellent.

We got a Jorm of democracy ve never
seen before in the movement. We never tuok
a decision without consulting all the mar-
chers, We sometimes expelled a marcher,
but that was always taken to a full mecting.
And it there were any obstacles on the
road—with the police or anything hke
that—we would call 4 meeting of cvervbody
and discuss the tactics. In the end, the police
always scemed to retreat.

We fed oursclves atong the road, wo,
which the people won’™ have 1o do thistime,
We ok collections i every town. We
didn’t collect 1n the factorics then, but we
took street collections, and held meetings at
nighi wherever we stopped. But [ don't
think we went through hardship, As a mat-
ter of lact, Tthank the marchers were happier
and better ed than they were al home,

The TUC. the trades councils—none of

them would touch us until 1936, Asa matter
of fact, betore 1936 1 can remember that
Mzary Sutherlund used 1o go ahead of us
telling the Labour Party not to support us
because the march was organised by com-
munists, Bul we got working class support,
and we never wanted lfor anvthing,

After 1936, we did get Labour Party sup-
port, when Attlee spoke at the Hyvde Park
rilly, At that tune the Jarrow march was on.
and we met and exchanged speakers with
them, And when we pot ro London, they had
lormed a march council that included peo-
ple hike Aneurin Bevan and Jennie 1ec

How does the experience of the twenties ang
thirties bear upon the present People’s
March? We asked Harry what he thought
about the current march’s emphasis on the
churches.

We never had anything to doswith rehigion at
that time. What we did do was 1o take the
nnemployved round the churches on a Sun-
day morning, todemonsirate what the situa-

tion was. But we ncver went fate the
churches, On weekdayv evenings we would
g0 round the hotels, so that people could see
how bad the situation really was.

Therc were one or two mingsters here and
there who identified with the movement.
Most of them were just sentimental social-
15t5. Here in Scotland there was an English-
man  who worked in Scotland—Tom
Pickering. He came on ane of the marches,
but he didn’t behave like a clergyman; in fact
he never referred to the Church. He was the
one who said to me one day, as we were
lcaving Prestan, that he hoped, when he got
to heaven, that the front row would be occu-
pied by the comrades Irom the Communist
[niernational. Ptckering bad actually fought
with the unemptoyed back in 1908, and gol
his head battered for it.

And whal did he think of the overall oricnta-
tion of the march, a ‘People’s’ March rather
than a march of unemploved workers?

Well, that's typical ot the TUC 1sn't it. Tom
Mann used to poke lun at the TUC then, and
It was nowhere near as bad as it is now; if
Mann were alive now, he'd have something
to talk about, This man Murrav's got no
socialist principles at all, and the General
Council’s terrible.

Not only did the TUC appose us, but they
tried to form a separate unemploved organi-
sation, which 18 what they're doing now.
They tried to form them through the trades
councils, but they never materialised.

Whats huppening now is that the Labour

arty arce wymg to forestall us. They are
atraid ol any big movement. [ think. for
instince, that the Right 1o Work Campaign
should have formed a national organisation.
'm not complaining about what’s been
done—and the chance will come again alter-
wards. Because these tolk—the TUC and all
the rest—have no staving power, they
haven™t the guts to face up 10 oppasing the
authorities. And T think that in the future
the Right to Work will have tremendous
success. They have 1o keep going, because
they wtll be the only consistent people. The
TUC and the Labour Party will have their
demonstration, and then it will fizzle oul.

They don’t have the staying power or the
people to keep it afloat—too many of them
are concerned with getting themselves into
parliament. So the Right to Work mustn't
slow down,

We must support the march of course.
Any division in the struggle against That-
cher would be a bad thing. You have to fight
aon a national level, and you have o Tight
with all the workers, regardless of whether
they are members of the Labour Party or
not. But that's why we need the Right 1o
Work. Because I don’t think this People's
March i1s much more than an expression of
religious sympathy for the unemployed.

Last might, spcaking on  television,
Michael Fool was talking about unemploy-
ment, that 1t would be with us foralongtime
to come. For the tirst ttme, he was admitting
that unemploymernt i1s permancnt under
capitalism, He had no solution to affer. And
we can't raise people’s hopes—we have to
make propaganda and say clearly that there
can be no solution to the problem of unem-
ployment under capitalism. We have to
argue Lhat alongside the tight to improve the
conditions of the unemployed, we must hight
all the ttme to change the system. That’s the
anty solution.

[ get annoved sometimes, vou know,
because we forget how strong we are. The-
oretically, we are the strongest people there
are, We should be challenging every other
school of thought to come and put therr
cards on the table und debate with us
Because the only people that can talk about
a luture for manking are the Marxists—and
we shouldn™ be ashamed to say so.

The labour movement 15 bigger than the
Labour Party. For us the issuc is working
class unmity. We never pul up any barriers on
our marches, and we must not now, Of
course we must try to get people to join the
union, o play their part. But it 15 workers
involved n struggle that we wani. AL the
moment there s demoralisatlon, and some
working people want to buy their own way
out for a few pounds. In that sitvation, prin-
ciples go by the board. But we've got that
nucleus of Marxists, and if they're doing
their job we have nothing to fear. [ think we
CUN WIN.
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UNEMPLOYMENT

Lessons from Naples

Naples in the south of Italy has been called the Calcutta of Furope — so bad are the
conditions of life in the city. Chief amony the social deprivations that it suffers is
unemplovment. Official figures record some 200,000 unemployed, 20% of the working
poepulation. But this figure is almost certainly a great under-cstimation. There is no
comprehensive system of social security in Italy and the lack of prospects for getting a job
mean that there is little incentive to register as unemploved. Yet the city was the focus of
probably the bigpest movement of the unemployed in Western Europe. It threw up tactics,
lessons and aboyve all inspirations which can be useful in the struggle in Britain today. Jack

Fuller looks at them.

The start of the thovement was INauspIcious.
In the summer of 1973 there was an out-
break of cholera in the citv. Sales of hish
were suspended and thousands of sclt-
employed workers around the industry were
thrown into unemplovment. Social tension
rose throughout the lollowing vear and n
1974 thie tirst organised committecs ot the
unemploved bepan to appear.

At Hirst. they were small and otten short-
lived, based on a small neighbourhood.
Their immediate problem was to root them-
selves among the unemploved as organisa-
tons that could fight for therr own interests,
1L demanded continuous dav-to-day activity
and highly imaginative tactics. One of the
Favourites was to block both the radroads
and the motorways, By the end ol 1975,
‘oceitpations’ of up to 53 people would
take aver stations or railway racks im order
to pul across their demands. OF course, such
tactics  reguired the most  detailed
planning—without 1. it was a lethal activity.

The movement teally ook oft when a
pensioner wis killed by a police jeep on one
of the imnumerable streel demonstrations of a
aroup ol unemployed. Tt made national
headlines and highlighted not only unem-
plovment but alse the upemployed as a
movement. The local committees which had
painstakingly buift themselves up from a
few dozen militiants to @ couple of hundred
lound  themselves  swamped  with new
members.

Tactics of success

At its height, the mevement had some
15.000 members organised in 20 werritorial
committees in Naples and with a city-wide
feadership made up ol a delegate from each
committee. Is demonstrations attracted up
tar 10,000 marchers, But its success had been
laid down by a year’s hard work:; contacting
both employved and unemployed, starting
off with small demonstrations and ‘stunts’
and only afterwards breaking through onto
it mass Jevel,

The obvious demand of the unemployed

as for jobs, bur jobs which were both
secure, paid at union rates and socally use-
ful. This demand meant that they could hnk
up with apprentices uand trade unmonists
rather than appear in opposition o them.
To the government’s statement that there
were no uselul jobs to do given the inflated
nuture of the state bureaucracy and the low
profitability in the arca. the unemployed
orsanised themsclves to show there were

jobs. They invaded hospitals. and cleaned
up a ward and then photographed the result-
ing pifcs of dirt.

Such tactics were so successtul that the
government was forced to meet their repre-
sentatives and promise 10,000 new jobs in
the space of six months. Those jobs, the
unemploycd demanded, were to be allo-
cated by the committees themselves in order
to counter any possibility of corruption,
Only those who fought for a job were to be
given work, the committees decided.

The crucial problem that faced the unem-
ploved was their relattonship with the
unions, Some, who had never had 2 job
argued that the untons had never taken up
their fight and were therefore to be rejected.
But it was essential that the linkup was made

if 1the unemploved were 10 break out of their
isolation. The organised unemployed
fought and won union membership and
rights, as a special section of the unions. 1n
this wav they avoided being split along craft
lines and remained united as unemployed
workers. Through this link with the unions
thev won the right to participate in the meet-
ings of the facatory councils—the shop ste-
wards committees. Thoy were to play a very
important role in certain struggles—notably
the picketing of work-places where the bos-
ses wanted (0 tmpose overlime on the
workers.

Self-organisation

The unemployed movement still conti-
nues today. In January this year, 60
unemployed from Naples marched in Rome.
But it 1s now far weaker than 1t was,

The essential reason for this has been the
dechine, not so much in the level, but in the
self-contidence of the emploved workers’
struggles over cibe dost five years. There has
Been a turn to much more sectional strug-
gles, and as a result the unemployed move-
ment has become increasingly 1solated from
the rest ol the working class.

The experience from ltaly shows the pos-
sibitity  of  self-orgamisation among  the
unemployed but also highlights 1ts depen-
denee. 1n the tong run, upon the employed
workers' movement. Al the same ume, the
extstence of a strong and militant unem-
ployed movement can be a major ally in the
warking class strupgle within the.factories.

Debate:are import
controls the answer ?

One of the events which aroused most interest at this year’s Socialist Workers Party
rally at Skegness was a debate on import controls as the answer to unemployment.
The main speakers were John Deason of the Right to Work Campaign and

Mike rifltin,

lodge secretary of Penrhiwceiber pit in South Wales, Here we print

edited versions of their introductory staiements. We would like to hear the comments
of readers of different political viewpoints on them.

John Deason

Five or six years ago, before the crisis
was as deep as it is at present, if you
asked, most people in the SWP thought
of import confrols, as some sort of
debate we had with members of the
Communist Party which wasn’t really
that ceniral. Now the clamour for
import conirols is no longer just a
debate within some sections of the left,
but is much broader, is seen as some
sort of solution, or part of some sort
of solution, to the crisis. It isn’t just
the Benn wing of the Labour Party,
or the Communist Party, or the TUCs
Economic strategy. Their other bed-
fellows are now the CBI and'whole
sections of the Tory Party. Margaret
Thatcher herself is involved in arrang-
ing import controis of textiles, and it
is aiso one of the platforms that Reagan
fought the last election on in America.
8o it isn't just a debate in the left.

But preciscly because there is this
richtist demand for import controls,
there is a tendency by a number of
socialists to just slag off other socialists,
like Mike, and say that thcy are some-
how in that camp. That isn’t the case
at all, and [ want to deal specifically
with the argument with people who are
much closer to us but who still feel
that import controls provide some sort
of answer,

Qur apposition to raising the demand
for import contorls is based on two main
things. First, the most obvious one, and
the one that we are most motivated by,
is that the very talk of a national solut-
ion immediately raises all sorts of
national chauvinism. Even the way that
selectivity of import conirols is talked
about has almost a racist tinge *to it.
In the car indusiry, the demand all the
time is for control on Fapanese imports,
and the language used often verges
on the ‘threat of the Yellow Peril’. In
fact, 1it’s completely farcical. The
production of motor cars iIs now an
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international process. Who can  say
whether a Ford car in Dagenham is a
British car or German or Belgian?

Now such chauvinism is a danger,
and I'm not exaggerating it. An example
15 a leaflet that wasg given out in South
Wales on the question of pit closures
by the Commumst Party. The conclud-
ing slogans on the leaflet are *No more
cuts and closures’ and “We'll stop the
Tory wreckers before they destroy our
country’, That really 15 the danger
that we're very sensitive to - this talk
of *our country’. It’s an abdication, in
our opinion, of any form of
internationalism,

The second pomt s that the very
raising of the demand for import
controls diverts workers away from the
nced to take action. It is calling for
another agency to defend your jobs,
for some action in parliament, for
some pressure on parliament, for the
TUC to nepgotiate. If you take the
example of the T&OGWU, which has
been one of the most active unions
involved in campaigning lor import
contirels the whole strategy 1s for joint
unton/management approaches LO
government. Again, wce've had the
spectacle of Dutfy and Edwards in
Leyland going hand in hand demanding
import controls.

Logic

The very logic of the demund for
import controls 15 nol to take any
action, but to builld up a lobby with
the managemeni. And that’s the basis
for our opposition to it. But let’s look
a bit further to see, even if we did have
import controls, would they work in
any casc?

As a malter of fact we don’t even
have to guess what would be the result.
There are import controls in operation
at the moment. The key example is, of
course, in the texiile industry where
there are extensive controls, The textile
industry has perhaps been hit harder by
redundancies than any other industry,
and those import controls have really
not had any effect  in preventing
those redundancics,

But even worse, it is an example of
all the things that we say are wrong
about import controls. Once you slap
import controls on someone, they
retaliate, and here the key example is
fndonesia  where Britain  slapped on
import controls, £10imt worth, and the
Indonesian  government retaliated by
cancelling £150m worth of British
exports which included a British Steel
constructed bridge, 60 Leyland buses
and a Hawker Siddcly private plane.
in other words, far Itom saving jobs, it
hit jobs in other aregs.

The case of textiles shows something
else as well, As a direct result of import
controls being put on the price of
jeans went on up average £2 within a
montil. Import controls mean that you
stop cheaper products coming into the
country, therefore the prices escalate
and puts up inflation. To take the case
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of Lee Jeans, we have to ask why it is
the company want to close down that
factory. The reason is that there’s a fall
in demand, people can’t afford to buy
50 many jeans., So they start shutting
up shop. And the situation that the
girls are so correctly fighting now is
a direct result of import controls. Or
take the example of shoes. [t always
makes me laugh when | hear people
say that we're being flooded out with
cheap Eastern Europen shoes. “I only
people would buy British shoesg!™ If
you're on the dole or a poorly paid
worker, you don’t have any choice
between British shoes for £18 and
Fast. European shoes for £9; the only
choice 1s between the Eastern European
shoes or no shoes.

When we look at where import
controls are applied, even if it could be
argued  they have some immediate
palliative effect in one industry, one
sector or one area, the overall effect is
very dangerous indeed.,

Peripheral

The other thing vou have to ask
15, 18 1t true that cheap imports are
really the cause of unemployment? And
again [ can quote a government survey

of 24 indusiries in Britain most affect-
ed by Imports. The companies were
asked what were the reasons for the
redundancies they were instituting. Oul
of 100, 11 of them replied that the
reason for redundancies were imports
from the 3rd World, 22 replied (hat it
was because of imports from other
industrialised countries. But much more
revealing was that 5 said it was because
of losses inside the UK home market,
|2 through decline in demand, and 50,
50%, through rationalisation. That, as
anyone up against redundancy knows,
1s the main driving force - the flight
for higher profits, higher productivity,
rationalisation. And the issue of imports
is targely peripheral.

Look to a specitic ¢xample in South
Wales of the tall in demand tor coal
from the BSC. You can eliher say that
it’s due to the cheap mmiports, or you
can look Lo what the real figures are

WELL. TES,

EXCEPT THAT THIS
wAS OUR SHLP

all about. From 1979 to 1980, in a
year and a half, coal imports rose
from 2.3m tons to 8m tons, Now that
has some effect, but the major reason
was the falling demand from the Brit-
ish Steel Corporalion who were sacking
steelworkers, closing steel mills: the
averall
fell in that period from 21m tons to
I 5m tons.

We have to recognise that even if
import contrels could work, it’s not
true that cheap mmports are thc main
cause of unemployment,

The biggest stumbling block about
the whole argument for import controls
15 Lhe notion that you can dabble within

il . i
. = —— the system as it is and get some Immed-
o 1ate and radical change — the argument
that Benn and people lhike Benn are

are most associated with, What destroys
the case are the multinational corporat-
ions. They are now so powerful that it
imporl controls were slapped on it
would be just another thing they
could usc and manipulale when decid-
ing which countries to invest m. And
I'm not exaggerating.

Tinkering

It is now calculated that a third of
all world trade is internal to the multi-
nattonals, and it’s just dreaming to
think that tinkering around with legis-
lation will have any effect on their
POWCT.

We have to recognise the driving
force behind the world crisis — talling
profit rales. If vou can make more
money out of speculation than out
of producing steel, running power
stations, making motor cars, that’s

the way you do it. Unless you recognise

that, you fall into the trap of looking
for shoril-term piecemeal solutions. And
[ would argue thal that’s all import
controls represent.

We argue, and 1 know Mike would
agree, the key way of resisting
redundancies is the aclivity of workers
themselves, The miners were a classic
example of it. The fight of the miners
has #lways been with the governmeni
over the question of state subsidics,
cven buack before 1926, I think we can
all agree the key thing is the need lor
strikes, factory occupations, acrivily.

I think that where Mike gets drawn
into the arguments for import controls
15 over tactics, In strugele il s com-
pletely lepitimate to use any tactic
whatsoever to disrupt the productive
procvess to force concessons out of
cither the employer of the state. And [
would make a very sharp distinction be-
tween, say, il Linwood had gone into
occupaition and had sent pickets round
the docks to stop the movement of
Pcugeot cars, and ihe situation where

people demand controls {rom the
Tory Government in  collusion  wih
Giscard d’Estaing in Trance. That's

to believe that Japanese workers in-
lerests are really with their Japanese
bosses, Linwood workers with their
EFrench bosses.

usage of coal by the BSC
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Mike Griffin

The question of the debate is whether
import controls should he supported.
And the answer I'm giving, straight-
away, is that it's to be looked at in
terms of working class experience.
And the only way to judge a parti-
cular case of import contols is the
experience of the workers in that partii-
cutar trade and to - act accordingly.
The answer that ['m giving is that
you can support import controls in rel-
ation to the work experience of the
workers m  that industry.

in 1979, in the area where 1 live,
the Cynon valley of South Wales, they
were closing a pit called Deep Duffryn,
and we decided to set up a Campaign
to oppase that closure. A lot of taciics
were used in that campaign from public
meetings to petitions, to lobbies, to
pickets, to strikes against the closure
of a particular colliery.

Now, in the course of that campaign
we went into a bit of research. They've
got what’s called an Intellipence Unit
in the local county council, a Labour
Council, and we thought we'd use
that and let them get out some figutres
on what coal had been imported into
South Wales in the previous year,
We were amazed when we ¢ame out
with the figures that there was a mill-
ion tonsg of ¢oal had been imported into
South Wales in the previous year, und
the countries of origin were various --
South Africa was one, and to think that
coal from South Africa was being
imported into South Walcs was really
too much,

Ooctrinaire

At the same¢ time that this million
tons of coal was being imported, we
had on the floor in the Cynon valley
a million tons of coal, brought over
from Taff Merthyr and other collieries
in the local wvalleys. So, we went to
conferences, we passed resolutions cal-
ling for a stop to the import of coal, and

we went picketing.
The question of import controls is

rather in the air, theecretical, doctrin-
aire, in fact. If you touch anything to
do with internationalism, in particular
with the Socialist Workers Party, imm-
ediately there’s a reaction. Instead of
the issue being judged on its merits,
there’s an immediate prejudice against
the situation.

Now we went picketing down the
docks 1n December "79. We picketed
the docks for six weeks, down there at
3 o'clock on the side talking to the
dockers and explaining the difficulties
of the miners in their local communit-
ies on the basis that the coal had been
put on the floor, there were no markets
for the coal, and here was coal coming
over the sea. As a result of it, the
dockers and the tug-boat men agreed
with us, and as long as we maintained a
picket line there, they would neither

bring a ship inte the dock side, or if
there was any on the dock side the
dockers wouldn’t unlead it.

To me that's working class solidarity
and what | mean by working class
exXperience.

I've looked into a lot of pamphlets
and hooks, written by Duncan Hallas,
They were proceeding from a theory
annd then trving to relate that to an
actual circumstance. That’s not on.
As far as the situation in South Wales
goes, from that particular campaign,
from that picketing of the docks, it
led us to a lot of discussion with steel-
workers, dockers, raillwaymen, and
ourselves, the miners, and in addition to
the resolutions being passed, we were
trying to analyse such crazy situations
as c¢oal being brought 12,000 miles
across the sea and allegedly being cheap-
er to put into Port Talbot steeclworks
than coal produced ten miles up the
road.

Non-unionists

In fact, our boys were in the United
States in 1979, I've pot a little booklet
here, South Wales Miners in Awmerica,
Report of the first Rank and File British
Miners Delegation visit to the United
States Coalfields, May 1979, The Maeroy
L.odge went out there, rank and file, and
met the miners. What they found was
that the major problem in the United
States was imports. While we were
having American coal exported to us,
they were having the problem of Polish
coal, in one instance, being sent to
Germany, within the Common Market,
having a subsidy attached to it, being
sent out on a ship to America, being un-
logded for coking purposes in America,
and the same beat pgoing to another
dock and picking up 18,000 tons of coal
to bring to Newport, The whole crazy
situation became exposed in these
discussions.

One point T want to bring up again
is that it's privately owned, the US
coalfields, and half of the miners are not
in a trade union, Now we talk about
internationai solidarity. International
solidarity with whom? Non-unionists?
Shall we all be scabs together? And
blacklegs? Is this what we mean by
international solidarity? It's not what
[ mean by solidarity. 1 don't
accept solidarity with non-unionists
whatever they are, whether they're in
Taiwan, America or South Wales, The
issue¢ of a union has got to be fought,
it’s no good pretending we’ve got these
links of solidarity.

What I’m saying is that if we hadn't
stopped the importation of coal in that
particular period, our miners would be
out of work. And the same issue is there
at the present moment. The campaign
over Deep Deffryn, and the discussions
we had with other workers led to the
strike we had in February this vear. We
went for it, we came out first, and went
all over the country, to Yorkshire and
different places that were a bit behind
coming out with us, and this was
appreciated by the movement.

UNEMPLOYMENT

One of the things we were striking
agatnst was imported coal. We've got the
situation in Port Talbot at the present
moment where the contract for 300,000
tons of United States coal has come to
an end, and there’s 300,000 tons from
the Welsh pits going in there, and it’s
going to be subsidised by the government
as part of the demand that we made.

I am not concerned about the theory, |
am concerned that we won’t have one
man or woman as an addition to the
unemployment figures for the sake of a
theory, because the indignity to that
famidy is tremendous, And that’s the
reality of it. I'm not interested in the
general theory whatsoever., It's the
working class experience that must be

4udged in every instance, and if the

instance says that by demanding control
on imports to save a job, well, save that
job, we'll come to the other question
later.

If anvybody’s going to tip over this
society, 1it's going to be the miners.
Have no illusions about that, because
when the time for the barricades does
comte, the first ones to the barricades
will be the miners. And the theory will
again be forgotten in the direct action,
Drvrect action is what we believe in. I'm
unhappy with the inferences that are
thrown out all the time when vou try
to arguc a detailed case of job saving as
we have done — and we have saved jobs,
there would be thousands of miners on
the dole at the present time in South
Wales, if we hadn’t conducted that
strike in February. One of the basic
elements in that strike was to stop the
importation of coal. And if it’s good
enough for the miners . . . | get the idea
coming over that there’s a special case
for the miners, but if it’s good enough
for the miners, it's good enough to be
examined in a work experience situation
in gther imdustries.

Tactic

We uare not recommending import
cantrols as the answer to society’s
problems. No way, neither are we
advocating  nationalisation as  the
to society's problems — we know {rom
experience that nationalisation has been
i hollow sham in many respects, a milk
cow for prvate industry. But because
we know that nationalisation hasn’t
been a succcss, it doesn’t mean we
won't advocate nationalisation, Because
we will advocate it: it is necessary to
change its style, and content. And it's
the same with import controls — it's
a tactic, and it depends on the circum-
stances. There's no general answer, It is
fundamental really 1 my discussions
with members of the Socialist Workers
Party, whom 1 admure very much, | feel
that 1 this trend of argument about
import controls, there lics a thread of
digagreement which [ have when we
discuss problems, and the thread is that
there appears a desire for the generality
to overcome the spegitic, (hat the
threory, doctrine is what matters and the
circumstance of the particular occur-
rence is completely different.
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The ‘old politics’ are dead,
according to Shirley
Williams. Meanwhile the new
Social Democratic Party have
attracted 40,000 members in
less than six weeks. Paul Foot
explores their politics and
their appeal.

No matter how often we blink our eves in
dishelict. the ndiculous reality 1s still there.
A gang of four former Labour cabinet min-
1sters, each one of them with deeply reactio-
nary records both in government and
outside, have broken from the Labour Party
to present themselves as ‘g new foree’ in
British pohiics.

Without spelling out a single policy, they
have attracted 40,000 dues-paving mem-
bers, a seventh of the total Labour Party
membership. The public opinien polls put
this pariy without a pohicy akead af all others
and come to (he preposterous conclusion
that it there were a general election tomor-
row Lhe new “social democratic party’ would
be able to form a government!

The mass appeal of this new party 15 not, 1
think, a mirage. It is here with us to stay [or
soofiee time vet, This has nothing to do with
the STHP's policies, lor it has none. As Dr
David Owen blurted out 1o a guestioner on

the day of the SDP’s birth: ‘Look. love, if

vou want a manifesto, go and join one of the
other parties’.

No. The appeal is bascd, first, and most
solidly, on freshaess, The ‘old politics”, Shir-
ley Withiams ceaselessly wells us in her book,
Politice i for People, are dead. By ‘old polit-

ics' she means 1n particular the pohitics of

Labour,
In this, she 18 on strong ground. Three
houts of post-war Labour governments, {two

ol them with huge majorities, (and two of

therm with Shirley Williams and Roy Jenkins
A% senlor ministers) are remermbered without
a irace of nostalgia. Who wants 1o go back
ti Wilson or Callaghan? They were back-
ward, stale administrations whose  few
achicvements in the hetd of socal reform in
the first blush of office were larpely rubbed
aout by the shide into conlormity.

Yer there s another side to the new party’s
appedl which appears to contradict this
freshness. [t s that the new party appears
wsate’, Itwill not do anything drasoc or revo-
Juttonary. [t will notupset the balance of the
‘market’ or ‘the mixed cconomy’, about
both of which Shirley Williams writes alm-
0st lvrically.

"“The murkel” she 1ells us (p46) ‘matches
demand and supply better than the planners
do. It responds more easily to changing
lashions and needs. 1t 1s rather good at get-
tng rid of unsuccessful enterprises..’

There will be no nationalising or interven-
mg from her, we can be sure!

The himuts tor all Shirley Wilhams™ "new.
radical policies’ are set by the torecasts of
cconomists and the ebb and (low of booms
and the slumps. [n Chapter 4, How the
World Has Changed. she abandons any res-
ponsibility lor changing the rules which
have braught about the recesston, The 'low
or negative growth rate’ 1s there. It s inevi-
table, Anvthing that Shirtey Williams can
do must be within those boundaries,

She toys fora moment with the possibihty
that the priorities of modern capiialism
could be abtered by tough cconomic con-
trols, “The only inaative that could radi-
cally alter the world's cconomic prospects’
she tells us (p65). "would be the recveling of
the o exporters’ surpluses as well as some
of the currency reserves of the industrial
countries, 1n citect the Brandl Commis-

sion’s proposals in their most radical lorm’.

Yes, n its most radical moments, the
Brandt Commission, which included such
well-known  revolutionary figures as
Edward Heath, former Tory prime minister,
and Willy Brandt, former German chan-
cellor, argued that the only way to deal with
the huge surpluses (OK word for profits) of
the o1l companies and the sheikdoms had
amassed from the rise tn oil prices was 1o
‘recycie’ (OK word tor ‘direct or ‘force’)
them to where they are really needed, to the
starving millions for example.

What does Mrs Williams think of this
palicy?

‘Simply to state such proposals’ 'she goes
on, ‘is to emphasise how improbable their
adoption 15, despite growing public under-
standing and support’.

It would be pice, wouldn™ 1, 1l we could
get control of the economic resources and
plan them so that the needy benefit and the
rich were squeezed a hitle?

But that 1s ‘improbable’ because 1t meians
mucking about with the market, and the
profits which are its main-spring. S0 we
have Lo accept a shrinking capitalism, the
end of economic growth, huge ol profits,
starving millions—we have to accept ali
these things and find political selutions in
spite of them. From Chapter 4 onwards,
these matters arc reterred to constantly as
‘exierngl circumstances outlined in Chapter
4" (p171) ot *the changes described in Chap-
ter 4 (pl78).

What follows in terms of practical ‘radi-
cal® politics, not surprisingly, is thin, 1f not
pathetic. The only coherent philosophy 1s:
*small 15 beautiful’,

Shirley Williams argues that industry and
trade unions have become obsessed by size,
and that smaller units and smualler busines-
ses mipght prove more successtul. She has
discovered that there have been more jobs
created in America in small business than n
large business, and concludes that 1t’s the
job of a new radical government to give
more help and encouragement to small busk-
nesses. The type of help and encourapgement
she advocates is rather similar to the propos-
als in 5ir Geollrey Howe's last (‘radical™
‘reforming™? ‘new’™) budger, which scooped ©
Mrs Williams' book by a few weeks.

Sometimes, Lthe proposals she advocates
for smaller units are plain reactionary. For
instance, she advocates greater use of labour

. rather than machines, i itvelf, guite regard-

less of the type of work which s to be done.
She completely torsakes the traditional
socialist attitude that, l'or the vast majority
of work, which 1s dreary, soul-destroying
work, machines which do the job are in
lhemselves a blessing and are only a curse
when Lhey are used for proflt to create
unemplovment and poverty. Control of the
machmes by people, istead ot the other
way round as demanded by capitalism,
could result 11 a betier hife tor evervone.
Instead, Shirley Wilhams seriously proposes
scrapping machines in favour of masses of
people. And because she has also found owt
that smaller businesses use more laboar per
machine than do targe businesses (usually
because small businesses are less etficient,
by the way, not more so) she concludes
(again} that small are betier than big .
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Policy Studies Institute which stepped in
fast to sponsor Shirley Williams when she
lost her seat in the 1979 gencral election.
Her specific proposals are intended to
span the gap between what Dr Owen has
called the *caring tradition’ of the Labour
Party, and the ‘market tradition’ of the Con-
servative Party. The ‘caring’ side mcludes a
commitment to a wealth tax (which 1s more
than Shirley Williams and the last Labour
government could manage n five years);
some very useful ideas about emploving
masses of people to improve older housing;
p and even a clear statement against all fee-
spaying education {which prospered so hug-
¥ / ely during the last Labour government and
:.{ Shirley Williams® three vecars as education

This is the main phifosophical conclusion
of her book., And of course it s guiie
fatuous, [t 15 not the size of the enterprise
which determines whether or not it s cthici-
ent or even quite pleasant to work for. It s
its ownership, its dynamic, 118 organisation,
its purpose. About all these things Shirley
Williams has nothing tosay, save to echo the
conventional Liberal Party call for ‘more
participatton” and ‘more democracy”.

She lumps industry and finance, where no
one in control s ever elected, topether with
the trade unions, whose control 15 based on
election and choice. however slack and
infrequent the clections are. She is for wor-
kers and management sharmg in the control
of their firms, and she seems to lavour the
basic proposals of the Bullock Report tor

-
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powcr-sharing. Yet 1o the question: how {0
uet even that degree of power-sharing 10 the
teeth of the most hivsterical and bitter oppo-
sition {tom the unelected and irresponsible
employers? —she has no reply whatever.
“Glovernmenits, corporate powers ot indus-
try and traode unions™ she argues simply
“shonfd devolve yome of rheir power dowaw-
ereds.” iy frafics).

No doubt they sfenfd But whar if taey
donr? No reply, Once agaim, any question
which might kead to confrontauon is quickly
side-stepped.

The absession with “safety” dogs all Shir-

ley Williams® book. which 1s, by the way, a

series of essavys, Most of the essays were
writlen at difterent times cither for Ameri-
can university students or tor the shadowy
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minister).
To balance the ‘canng', there is the usual

call to saenifice. She warns:

‘The industrial countries have been
witdfy profifigate in the booming post-war
decades. Their governments and ther
peaples have enjoved a material spree.
~ never paralleled before. Now, as the late
' Anthony Crosland said to Britain’s local
authorities in 1977, [well, actually, he
was dead tn 1977, but Shirley Williams 15
as untidy with her fucts as she is with her
philosophy]| the party is over.’

There we have it. Shirley Williams and het
new party represent radicalism and newncess
on the one hand, safety and caution on the
other; the ‘caring’ of the Labour Party and
the spirit of sacrifice usually associated with
the Tortes.

The appeal ts to all decent people whoare
fed up with the stick-in-the-mud approach
of lormer Labour governments, who dishke
the Thaicher Government’s meanness and
class loyalty, but who are also nervous of
anything drastic or immediate by way of
reform. This, in the pertod of industrial qui-
gscence 1n which we now live, 15 a very
powerful appeal indeed.

It is easy enough to scott al the Gang of
Four themselves, their own polittcal hen-
tage, Lheir middic class origins, their career-
ism and their cant. But the appeal remains,
and will not be shifted by nidicule.

What can shift it 15 the argument which
mounts up relentlessly agamnst the likeh-
hood of the SDP delivering even the mosl
minor reforms. 1t is not just that therr radi-
calism conflicts with their safencss, nor that
their caring conllicts with their dedication to
market forces. It is that such is the nature of
the society we live in that when the two sets
of opposites conflict, the former always
loses: the latter always win, ;

Shirley Withams knows all about the
inherent inequalities in our society. She CIes
the figures, and she wants them changed.
There is at Icast one relerence in her book to
the need for equality.

But the figures of inequality describe
morc thin something which is just “wrong',
They describe o power structure. in which a
class of people control society’s wealth and
theretore control society’s political power.

We Anew this happens. We have all those
Labour governments and all the etforts ot
Shirley Williams and her colleagues to prove
tit. They became ministers of the Crown,
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They cured about private education, but
they did not move to end it, They cared
about unemployment, but they presided
over the doubling ot i,

Roy Ienkins cared about racialism, but he
was In government when 1t increased
bevond anything he could ever have expec-
ted. Witham Rogers was not in favour of
juggernaut lorries, but while Minister of
Transport he tought desperately to remove
the few controls on them. The power of the
people with property lays down the law
about what happens to all of us. And parli-
amentary democracy 15 too slender a con-
nection with the masses seriously to disturh
that power.

When caring people gel to government m
the way Shirley Williams intends to do. they
find their caring contlicts with the economic
reality and their caring is always shelved, A
sovernment headed by the Gung ot Four
would no doubt include most of the ideas in
this book n 1its manitesto. But because there
15 not the shghtest sign of how they are to be
cirried out. not the slightest moment of
doubt about the capacity of parliamentary
government (o turn back the tide of corpo-
rate power, W will not even get Mrs Willi-
ams’ wealth tax, her abolitien of fee-paying
schools, her tull employment or her increa-
sed social scrvices. We will not get her house
improvements or her small power stations.
Bult we wilf get her bombs, her incomes pal-
iy, her stronger Common Market, her
increasingly hysterical calls tor sacrifice. In
ather words, all her freshness, and radical-
1Ism wilt take us straight back to the fudged
state  capitalism  of the last Callaghan
government; cxactly in the opposite direc-
tion, that 1s, to the one where Shirley Willi-
AMS 1S now pointing,

There ix an alternative: there /s a new way
of looking at politics. Shirley Williams
knows it, and quite detiberately and shame-
fully refuses even to argue with 1t. Afler
disposimg  quite easily with Russia and
Russtan-style Communists, she devotes a
single sentence @ ‘revolutionary romantics
and Trotskyites’ who are

*Wedded to an tdea of politics which has
never hbeen attained anywhere but which
in theory might ane day be achieved if
unly revoluton could in some way be
harnessed to the perfectibility of human
-beings’.

Human nature will not have revolution! [t
will only put up with the continued stum-
bling of ‘caring’ politicians who serve the
interests of property! "Human nature’ offers
us the only hope lor political advance, a
mixture of halt-hearted contradicttons of
the type voiced by Shirley Williams. Human
nature demands sacriftce instead of growth;
poverty instead ot plenty. Human nature
presents a social democratic party, peddling
the failed dogmas of the Callaghan govern-
ment as a ‘new radicul alternative’.

Shirley Witliams makes much of a quota-
non from [Immanuel Kant *Out of the croo-
ked nimber of humanity, no straight thing
can ever be made’

She should make that the centrai slogan
at her dynamic and radical appeal at the
next general election,

STRIAL

DISCUSSION SECTION

Putting down
new roots?

The 1980 Labour Party conference passed a resclution in favour of the establishment
of workplace branches, Labour Party members in the Timex factories in Dundee have
gone ahead and set up the first of these branches in the country. The Timex Labour
Party branch claims between 80 and 100 members and meets every month with an

average attendance of about 30 — about half the members are women,
Alan Barclay and Jim Barlow from Dundee SWP interviewed the education com-

mittee of the branch,

What is the background to the formation
of your branch?

The setting up of industrial organisation
in the workplace by the Labour Party is
a reflection of the leftward move in the
Labour Party nationally, If is also a
reflection of the deepening crisis of
capitahism. In the past, workplace organ-
isafion has heen solely the prerogative
of the trade unions or parties further to
the left than the Labour Party, but
more and more, because of the deepen-
ing crisis working people are beginning
to see they need something more than
trade union organisation, not to defend
the gains they have won in the past, but
also to go forward. That means a polit-
ical organisation,

[t was only with the shift to the left
it the Labour Party that the Labour
Party itself saw the need to move away
from being purely an electoral machine
based in the wards, coming out at
election times, but beginning to cam-
paign on the issues which meant backing
up the ward organisation by organising
in the workplace.

Do vou see your branch operating as
part of an owverall electoral strategy or
discussing industrial issues in the
factory?

[t iz obviously going to back up the
ticht of the Labour Party In the elect-
aral field, in the local elections, or in we
hope, a general clection, guite soon. We
also sce the achievement of socialism in
Britain not only purely through the
partiamentary road, the achievement of
socialism will come through a dual
struggle, both mside parliament and out-
side — the demonstrations, petitions,
deputations, the lobbying, the involving
of working people actively in the win-
ning of sccialism.

This is one of the roles of the indust-
rial Franch — to go to the factory floor,
to agitate on the issues and mobilise the
people of the factory floor in suppozrt
of the issues being pursued at any given
point. This represents a new feature of
Labour Party activity. In the past the
party put more emphasis on getfing
peaple to the polling station rather than
getting them to understand the policies
the party was putting forward.

Why did your bulletin not deal with
factory issues?

The first bulietin coversd major issues
like the arms race and the peace quest-
ion, which i1s very important. But we
cannot ignore the importance of the
trade union movement in the factory as
well, They have got the organisation and
the members and they have to represent
these members. When it comes to things
that are specific to the issues that the
trade union movement i campaigning
on, we can put that exira political
weight behind what the trade union
mavement 1§ saying — as long as we get
their go ahead to do so. But what we

don’t intend to do is campaign against

any issue the trade union movement in
the factory is putting forward.

Would you print an article about &2 wage
claim in the factory ot sackings?

The trade union movement has access
to workers in a way that an industrial
Labour Party branch doesn’.

the trade unions are

Trade -
unions can call meetings of workers and
address the workers directly on the
issues, While there may be a cross-
fertilisation,
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INDUSTRIAL DISCUSSION SECTION

concerned with wages and conditions in
the factory, fuli-stop. The Labour Party
industrial branch is to bring political
otganisation to the point of production,
and at the same time 1o popularize the
policies of the Labour Party, It is not
the job of the political organisations to
get  lnvolved n industrial relations
matters, the trade unions have the pro-
cedures to deal with these,

Could a conflict develop between a
party member and a trade union official,
also a party member?

No doubt there are gulfs between indi-
vidual members and otficials. If it
happened 1t would be a trade union
1ssue and not discussed at the Labour
Party branch. As far as wage claims arc
concerncd it is the prerogative of the
‘on plant’ unlon.

What impact do vou see the industrial
branch having?

There has already been one measureable
benelit for the Labour Party in Dundee
— the mmcreases m delegates to the
General Management Committee l(rom
Timex as a direct result of the form-

Cation of the industrial branch. Anocther

important thing is thal the members of
the Labour Party who will represent
the Labour Party as councillors and
things like that are answecrable on the
shop-floor,

The more of that type of represent-
ation we can get, the stronger will be
democracy inside tic labour movement,
It 15 one thing to vote for a rents
increase and retire to a pub you own, it
15 another thing to vote for a rents
imcerease and retire to the Press Shop on
the night-shift in the Timex, There has
been # massive gulf since the war
between the Labour Party and the grass
roots, and what the industrial branch
will attempt to do will be to bring that
sull closer and become a more realistic
voice of the Labour Party.

The nght wing will oppose the form-
ation of industrial branches, but because
of the advantages politically to the
Labour Party in the long term, they waill
have to give us good, sound constitu-
tional nights. One of the things that
amased me about the branch — and I've
been in the Timex lor nine years during
which Gme there have dlways been
zroups of socialists active on issues - 18
the unifying of these groups. Al the
cocialists active in the factory over time
are now active in the Labour Party
hranch., It is a unifyving of all those
comimitied to introducing socialism,
Another good thing, the Timex Labour
Party branch covers all the plants and
all thie sectors of the workers employed
by Timex, that 15 a new dimension and
this 13 one of the reasons why manage-
ment are so apprehensive about the
branch,

Tapping an audience

but not giving a lead

There 517t real hite a real difterence bet-
ween pehitical and cooninie expoctations,
and iis wrong to separate them gt work
the wiy the Labour Party branch ar Times
dppear Lo do,

The difterences between the miliants and
the rank and lile is how they actually see the
waorld: tor the rank and file the most impor-
tant Uung s having money—-to putl it
simply—and the most important thing tor
the olitants is having sound solid organisa-
ton. A permanent political organisation
can only be basced onthe tact thal you've got
guete o Lirge acceptance among ordiary
rank and Dle. And alb ourcsperience s that
vou can't butbd that swathout a really long
liard siog.

The thing that strikes metbout the e ol
Labour Party {actory organisation ds dis-
cussed here s that tactory organisation s
st very muach das Lappiig an audience
rather than giving a lead, Buo you have to go
out and do things which win the respect and
attenton of telow workers.

Sochlists are alnwoest alwavs o4 minority
among the worklovree at birstoeven ib we are
cHlen wmpted o hide the Tact by pussing
grandiose resolitions at union meetings, We
Nave towork aver small issues o buld up
the suppuort ol our fellow workers, involving

theite indction and showing them that threy
hive the power and the ability to change

sociely.

In this there wcan be no separation ol

mdusteial struggle and political organisa-
tton, Fvery immiiative we make i improving
~hop oor ormunsation also iImproves our
chances of getting our soaahst arguments
dacross. This means if s g mistake to believe

Ehat “trace unmon matters’ can be heved ottt

by the poliical orpanisation in the tactory o
daosephirate trade unien body . Instead, social-
b5 have 1o be prepared, when necessary, to
cfler fraternal criticism ol the conduct ol the
(rade union struggle by bodies that include
poople who are not yet committed socialists,

[t vervdangerows to behave in any other
wiav, A ol o workers can all too easily think
vl yre bemg deviious, by nding the ot
that vouw're politics does  intluence vour
lrade union work.

That s why wem the SWP operate openly
as upolinead vrganmsation o the factory,
using workplace bulletins to pul saeross ouar
political views o1 trade union questions as

wiell as on Cparcky political ssues’. But, of

contrse, we welcome the opportumity ta co-
vperate with Labour Pavty Gactory branches
as d when they are founded.

Roger Cox

Hard
NUT

N

UT

0
grack

The NUT Conference 1s nal the most reli-

able aindicator of attnudes among  the
general membership of the Unton, The less
militant rural areas are grossly over-
represented—a Local  Association of 7
members s entitled to 2 delegates while the
Inner London Associations of 1300are onti-
tled to 6. Despite an elaborate procedurc for
voling on the order of the agenda, state-
ments from the Executive [memoranda)
take precedence 1n debate. A new procedu-
ral device this year ensured that amend-
ments  challenging the whole basis ot
Executive memoranda were shunted to the
end ot the Queuc. No such restrinnt s
imposed upon the Executive, whose ros-
ponse Lo most of the motions submirted was
(o delete them entirely, replacing them with
bland statcments of their own. With such a
caretully ripged structure, the Left s unlik-
cly to make any significant gains, but desprre
1t the Exccutve was deteated on several
vccasions this vear, confirming the general
politicat drilt 1o the lett.

The most hunuhiating defeat for the lea-
dership was over the suspension of the six
Oflhcers of the Lambeth Association who
Lad refused to withdraw a motion passed by
a Ceneral Mectng backing the Lambelit
Council workers” strike on dth February.
The Lxecutive tabled a motion congratulat-
mg themselves on protecting tie mentber-
ship™ aguinst those who showed contempt
for the Lnton’s rubes and acted outside s
aims and objectives. Lambeth was not men-
toned by name so it even il the motion
were  deteated the “lLambeth 67 would
remain suspended! Delepates saw through
this trick and retused to allow the motion o
be discussed—though this was achieved
only hy lorcing a card vote, A motion forthe
retnstatement ot the “Tambeth 6 was ruled
out of order on the grounds that the decision
of the NUT Dyisciplinary Appeais Comoput-
tee (the Executive!) was final,

The olher major deteat tor the Executive
wus over nuclear disarmament. They unsuc-
cesstully sought to replace a monon express-
irg apposition to the nuclear arms race by a
statement about “education lor peace™ . The
sticcesshul moton tuled 1o Gike up the ssacs
of CNTY NATO, and Cruise missiles—and
was multi-tateralist™ in character. But i
will cnable NUT members to compaign oft-
cradly around an issue which the Fxecunive
s dargued s outside the aims and objects of
the Union.

Thethied vwctory tor the Left sias over the
procedures  tor mmuatng  official  action.
There 1s a regquirement that two-thirds of all

Socialist Beview 21



INDUSTRIAL DISCUSSION SECTION

eligible to vote must express sapport n a
secret ballot., FEven then members are only
asked to take action and no disciplinary
proceedings arc taken against those who
refuse to do so, Discontent over the Executi-
vi's fallure to lead a campuaign {or the rein-
statement of Notlingham nursery teacher,
Fileen Croshie, who was sacked for refusing
to teach a class of 40 chuldren with only ong
assistant, resulted ina demand for members
to be wnstructed to take actioon in buture.
Despite vigorous Exccutive opposition, this
was carried atter a card vote.

Taken together, these three sethacks for
the teadership represent a sizeable dent n
their strategy. The lambeth suspensions
were not designed principally to nd the Exe-
cuttve ol embarrassing critics, but o deter
those who were becoming imercasingly wil-
ling to mitiate action on thelr own account,
The Executive’s response o threats ot tea-
cher redundancy has been to assist the
cmplovers by negotiating jobs away through
premature retirement, non-replacement of
teachers who leave and the use of short-term
contracts, Above all they want to avold any
confrontation with the Tornes—hence the

I]eieating a steel
union witch-hunt

Regretiihly
teacher militants by the NUT are not 1so-
lated examples. Some leading Iron and Steel
Trades Contederation officials also preter to
turn on the activists inside the union rather
than fight the policies of Tan MacGregor
and his Tory pavmasters,

Since the deteat of the steelworkers’
natiaonal wuapes strike, there have been o
staggering 77,000 job losses in the Britsh

Steel corporation. Another large wave of

redundancies 15 inevitable when Macgreoar
reviews progress in July,

The mibtancy and shop-floor organisa-
tion required (o fight back frightens our
unien leaders, During the strike, the eaplo-
sion of rank and file activity in South York-
shire posed a threat to Brll Sos and ather
right-wing ollicials,

Muck-raking

Take the example of Stocksbridge, where
the joint union committee was particularly
effective 1 orgamising flving pickets and
raising funds, from all over the country.and
as Tar afield as Germany., Sweden and Ire-
lund. Linfounded rumours were spread
about masose of strike fnnds, and the ISTC
exccutive set up apn inguiry, Incidentally, the
miugk-rakimg was especiilly strong froam the
Communist Party dominated disteoict com-
miettee of the ALEYW who wishad to himder
the setung up of a permancent Joinl gteon
stowards  committee (ISTO, AULRW,
FETPLL T&GWLU crey simee they saw it
tog mugh SWIE nlluence,

the current victmisations of

need for strong centralised control over
achion, which they will now find morc difii-
cult (¢ maintain. The Executive’s other
worry 15 the ncrcasing volume of Local
Association discussion an ssues cutside the
marrow educational sphere—abortion, gay
rights, nuclear disarmament and lreland.
Therr standard response until now has been
to quote the opimon of their resident Lord
Denning, the Union Sohcator, that such
matters are outside the objects ol the Umon,
This will be much more difficult to argue
loNlowing the Conterence deciston on
nuclear arms.

The overall effect of the Conference has
been to provide the Letft with a much wider
audhence to address, particularly on the
question of internal democracy, But it must
he admitied that the interest in more overtly
nolitical issues arises partly from the diffi-
culty 1n resisting school closures, increased
class sizes and compulsory transfers. A
school-based fight around these issues, in
cornjunction with other groups of workers,
must be built it the gains are not to prove
usory,

Dick North.

The Inquiry was really just a cover to
atlack the militants, since the Stocksbridge
funds had been professionally audited.

[n contrast, the Scunthorpe strike com-
mittee was dominated by right-wing olfi-
cials. No action was taken by the 18TC
cxecutive agatnst full-tume oftical Ted Har-
daker. aiter a claim i the Financial Weekiy
that he coutd not account for £60.000 out of
the £100.000 ISTC allocated strike funds.

Hardaker was said to have operated a
*shush fund® which imcluded the payment ol
hribes ta lorry drivers, Deals were done with
the police, which kept pickets small and
demorahised. When the more effective
Stockshridge pickets were sent n to help by
the South Yorkshire divisional strike com-
muttee, Ted Hardaker threatened that it any
dumage wus done to any lorries, then he
would obtain half-a-dozen heavies with
rackaxe handles to sort them out.

Triction  developed between Hardaker
and the Scunthorpe Read Steel News. During
the strike, in front of witnesses, Hardaker
threatened  one of 1ts supporters, Peter
Johnson, a mould bay worker at the Anchor
steel plant in Scunthorpe, with physical vio-
lence. He vowed that Peter would lose his
[STC card (Peter’s branch is a 100%: closed
shop) and would never work in Scunthorpe
apin,

One vear faler, Hardaker personally com-
plained about the Real Steel Newy to the
ISTC exccutive. and  demanded  Peter’s
immediate expulsion from the union!

The Janoary issue of Scunthorpe Reaf

Steef News had bitterly attacked two scnior
union officials, Jack Sturman and Greorge
Teale, for their willingness 1o scll jobs at
Normandy Park works in Scunthorpe, a vie-
tim of the MacUiregor axe.

The ISTC IIxecutive set up an Ingquiry
into Real Steel News and Peter Jehnson lor
allegedly writing the article in guestion.
Lnder ISTC constitution, the Exccutive can
expel any member if they feel he has brought
the union Into *disrcpute’.

McCarthyite

The Inquiry, with the union’s president
and vice-president, was held on March 25th,
and Hardaker made all the arrangements.
He collected ‘evidence’ in a McCarthyile
fashion that led to complaints from tour of
the largest ISTC branches. He selected the
witnesses, and he was to be the ‘prosccutor
on the day, To cap it all, the union iInquiry
was arranged o be held on BSC manage-
ment premises.

However, this crude attemplt to single out
Peter Johnson failed becausc the Real Sieel
News group in Scunthorpe did not rely on a
fair hearing, but went to the rank and file for
support. Thc}, decided offence was the best
defence.

When the Inguiry team armived., they were
shocked (o find 25 angry people alecady in
occupation of the room. The lobby included
steel-workers from Peter’s branch, pickets
who had been threatened by Hardaker, pco-

ple who had witnessed Hardaker™s threats to
‘Peter Johnson, officials ol the ISTC bran-

ches. as wetl us SWP and Labour Party acti-
vists, The message was simple: no kangaroo
courl would be tolerated,

[t was made clear that Read Steef Newsy
would be defended collectively, and Peter
should not be singled out. The size and
determination of the lobby lorced the
[nguiry team to backpedal.

In the end. the Inguwiry limited itself (o the
single question of whether Peter had writien
the Read Sreel News article. A “tair” proce-
dure was adopted, and conscguently no
shred of cvidence against Peter  was
produced—not surprising since he had not
written the particular artcle.

Grovelling

By the end Hardaker was grovelling. lie
sand Beaf Sreed Newy had access toimportant
information he could never 2et, and it only
we would share it with him, he oo coutd
fight management.

The following Sunday. the 15TC Joimnt
Committee erupted in anger over Harda-
ker's role in the Inquiry, and behieved 1t
should never have heen called. Hardaker
tricd to hush the matter up by proposing
that no statement should be ssued 1o the
press, but he was voted down by the 20
delegates present, and the row was featured
on the front page of the jocal newspuper.
Hardaker has tsclated himsell’ Irom tthe
bulk of the tay olticiats throughour Scun-
thorpe and South Yorkshre,

The Inguiry is to report formally to the
ISTC Executive on April 30th. With no ‘evi-
dence’ against Peter Johnson, a decision to
take disciplinary action |s remaote.

The successful defence of Peter Johnson
has breathed new bife into the Scunthorpe
Soctalist Workers Party,

Joe Herbertson
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Smithfield NUR banner with an old message that 1s even more
relevant today!

Quiet job loss on the rails

The continuing shake out in the public sec-
tor is taking various forms, From the dra-
matic closures in steel and the coal mines to
the small, almost unnoticed (except by those
directly involved) redundancies in British
Rail.

In the raillway industry in the past five
yvears there have been thousands of “volun-
tary’ redundancics, almost all accepted by
the main rail unions, many af them in fact

encouraged by the wage bargaining style of

NUR/ASILET/TSSA,

The wage deals signed over the last three
years have all contained promises of increa-
sed productivity, and none of the umtons
concerngd have shown any qualms at the
frigure suggesicd by BR management of
3.0 jobs to be tost, Indeed this year at the
start ol the Concihiation Grade negotiations
(drivers, porters, cleaners ete) the NUR were
hoasting of last year's 4,00 ‘voluntary’
redundancies as a productivily gan.

Even more disturbing are the large num-
ber of vacancies (somewhere in the region of
20,0000 which are unfilicd. The BR hoard
has been vperating a virtual standstifl on
recruttment lor almost 4 year and oniy key

operating stalt are being recruited. This ot

course iy acceped by the rail unions and no
attcmpts, by blacking of jobs ¢t¢, are made
to £l these vacancies. Indeed there are
mdications from some regions that local
managements are attempting to introduoce
Munpower Services Conumisston schemes to
fill yobs such as cleaners, floor sweepers and
sa un. S0 far the NUR/TSSA have made no
comment, and it has been left to the engi-
ncering contederation unwons to put the
block on 1t.

The muain problem with the rald unions 1s

an 1deolomcal one—they are rooted firmly
in the early partofthe century. For them the
‘agreement” s sacred, the “‘machinery of
negatiaton’ s a vast Moloch consuming the
encrgies ot all. The olficuals of the main rail
unians are cttectively personnel managers,
but with a jub for hfc.

Su when they commit themselves to
agreements which guarantee reductions in
manning, the officials st least are bound by
all their training to implement them,

Contradiction

[t 15 an interesting contradiction, howe-
ver, that although the rath unions are pre-
pared to allow their members, such as the
parcels stall, (o be phased out, let the board
tatk of axing one mile of rail Tine and they
are all up in arms. The recent dispute over
the proposed closure ol the Woodhead-
sPennine treight hine s an exampte, Here
they suppotted moderately militant action
by guards and drivers to keep the linc open.

At the same time, action by cleaning stat!
at my own depot—0OIld Oak Common—
who are retfusing to work to tough new sche-
dules which would ultimately mean staff
reductions. 15 condemned by the locul
hureaucrat. Len Bounds, as "unofticial and
i breach ot the agreement’. While NUR
supervisors  scab on workers who  dre
delending jobs, their actions are detended
by officials. The local ASLEF commities
are also refusing 1o assise i any way whil
they see us actions in breach ol the abl sacred
agreement’. In fact the only significant
group who crossed the picket lines during a
recent 2&-hour strike in support of the clea-
ners were the ‘'militant’ dovers” union,

So we see from these examples the resuh

of the ‘friendly society” approach of the ral
untons: Jjob loss and ‘voluntary’
redundancy.

On the workshop side, the situation 15 a
little ditlerent. Forastart, the contederation
unions do not have the ‘rallway servant’
approach to the job. Policy for the AUEW
tor instance 15 made by the Natiopal Com-
mittee 1O COVEr “engineering as a whole,
Those who work on the rarilways must tol-
low policy agreed tor outside sectors, Ingl-
neers  are seen s Eﬂgiﬂft‘f.‘é, ot as
rallwavmen. Indeed, last vear’s agreement
was not signed hy the confed representatives
and we officially have no agreement with BR
at present. This means in effect that there
exists much greater local autonomy on the
question of opposition (o redundancy. Any
engineering workshop which opposed
redundancy would, because of AUEW pol-
ICy, gatn the automatic support ot the execu-
tive tor actions taken to fight them.

Workshop problems

The main workshops have their own
problems, with redundancics being declared
at Crewe and Glasgow and with the threa-
tenred ¢losure of Ashford Carriage and
Wagon works, [n paracular it 1s now clear
that the Rail Board arc trying also lor sub-
stantial  redoctions in the number ot
apprentices—an action which the recend
AUEW annual delegate conference con-
demned and agreed to press tor reversal.
Untortunately there appears to he licthe wil]
to fight, the concern being to achieve carly
retirement schemes. In some gquariers, there
seems to exist a rather naive beliel that the
jobs will pick up again. Just when, however,
Ao One CAn Say.

So the prospect tor a fight back on the rail
seems al present pretty remote. The mam
unions—NURAASTEF/TSSA —will huff
and putt lor the next few wecks, but when it
comes to 11, they will accept what s offered
in the *interest of the industry as a whole in
the present economic chmate.” That will
mean more redundancies and if Parker 15

clever he will get away with it providing he
only cuts people and not rail lines,
Jim Scoit
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INDUSTRIAL DISCUSSION SECTION

NUJ: wanted,
organisation

The National Union of Journalists 1s to
open talks on amalgamation with the craft
print union, the Nattonal Graphical Associ-
ation, following a decision made at this
vear's NLUT annual conlerence held in Nor-
wich., While a majority of delegates were in
[avour of amalgamation, fears were expres-
sed that 1t could be a bureaucratic night-
mare, Regular reports are to be ssued by an
amalgamation working party, to wlich
gaod left wing members have been elected.

in a lurther debate, a mutual picketing
pact with the NGA was unanimously
demanded as a matter of urgency. [n several
current and recent disputes the NUJT has
been uncertain of NOA support, with union
solidarity falling well shart of verbat state-
Ments.

‘Direct support on the ground” wis not
the theme of this vear™s conterence, but il
should have been, with the union under
attack  from  emplovers  throughout  us
varions  sections—provingial  newspapers,
broadeasting, Fleet Strect, booksand maga-
sines. Conterenve was saddled with a soggy
national executive that lost most of what 1t
argucd for, coupled with an narticulate
right wing. The lelt was fureed into a pos-
tion that it adopted too comtortably. a posi-
non ol resolutenary pelicy making, The
NULs lett wing grouping, fouwrnadive Char-
ter. s currently rather weak and tended o
follow rather than lead new mmitiatives. The
SW P shares responsibility for changong this
weihk ness,

A balance sheet of gatns and losses on
mations put would take too long. especially
as conference debated around 250 resolu-
tions. We won the union to appose the siting
of Cruise missiles in Britain and 1o cam-
paign for unmilateralism, but we lost the
motion for an annual women’s conterence
funded by the union. We defeated attempts
by o narrow clique to make the NEC inntoan
even narrower chique and passed a pro-
gramme of acton Lo stamp out moonlight-
ing. We vigorously condemned the racist
Fleet Strect coverage ol the Depttord
mareh,

Two fringe meetings were very well atten-
ded. The hirst, orgianised by the newly for-
med Journalists Against Nuclear

Fxtermination {JANE) pulled a third of

conference (o hear EP Thompsaon talk on
the nuclear threat. The second attracted
sirnilar numbers to hear speakers an racism
in the press. with John La Rose talking
about the Deptiord massacre,

Over the coming vear the Tefo im the unton
s noing 1o have to be betterorganised than it
wils dt conlerence iF we are to win disputes,
push the NEC 1o support miditaney against
redundancies, take on the Maxwells and
Murdochs, and move towards amalgama-
tion on demogratic principles, There are a
Lol ol disputes o, and more on theway, We
need mroch better rank and e orgamsation.
Stuart Axe

s

You may have had even more ditfficulty in
catching a4 bus in London than usual over
the past kour weeks. London Transport have
decided that we are running too ¢fficient a
service and decided to make further cuts,
The G1.C had given them a budget which,
no matter which way it was stretched, could
not provide enough cash to run the sche-
duled mileage. They theretfore decided to cut
hback on the number of buses by cutting the
aovertime. Good, vou think, socialists are
opposed to overtime too, however in this
case 1l would not have resulted in a single
extra worker taken ofl the dole, just bus
CUts.

This was to coincide witll a massive reor-
ganisation due to take place on Aprnl 23th
and after much confusion and mind chang-
ing the TGWIU central bus conference resol-

ved Lo oppose these cuts and not (o
co-operate  inoany way with the April
changes.

As soon as the information reached the

Clawing back some cuts

garages Lhere were explostons and a wave of

unollicial action swept the Mect. So sponta-
neous was this that it s very hard to catalo-
pue  what exactly happened. About 25
garages were inmvolved 10 some way or ano-
ther from ane day strikes and short guerrilla
strikes to working to rule and overtime
hans. mainly happentng in the East and
South where the cuts hit hardest, ‘The most
notdhic incident occurred at Upton Park
where the garage struck lor two days over a
WLEement  artempt Lo vICLHMISE  some
garige inspectors who refused to implement
the cuts and nearly all the neighbouring
cariages ook supporting action,

So Lar so good. then came the meeting of

the delegates conterence. Management had
had several meetimes with the Central Bus
Commnutes (CRCY and had agreed ro with-
draw about halt the cuts. and the CBC
recormnended that conlerence accept this.

. .

T'he only alternalive was said o be an all oul
strike an the 25th. In the face ol this vltima-
tum the conference voted 45- 18 to accept the
deal.

The problem all the way through hasbheen
that in 4 whole number of garages the infor-
mation on the culs was played down and
nothing done to stir up the membership.
This meant that while two thirds of the tleet
were either taking aclion or waiting to be
called on expectantly, the rest sat n bhsstul
ipnorance. The Buy Warker proup produced
a couple of leaflels which argued the case
well for action, but unfortunutely the gara-
pes most in need ol them were etfectively
closed oft.

There's a lesson for the future i this.
With the Mleet sphit in such 4 manner, any
action would have been difficult to orgamse
but not imposstble, it had not been put as
an ultimatum everyone out or nothing, It
would have been possible to co-ordinate and
intensify the partal action and bulld up the
resistance. As it was we clawed back some ol
the cuts and showed our teeth for the lirst
time in 4 long time. It nothing else we
showed that London’s busworkers are pre-
pared to fight—if we can now unite with our
colleagues on the underground we can have
I.ondon by the short hatr.

Steve Cushion
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Poland:can they

reform the party?

The last weeks of April saw unaccustomed quietness on the industrial front in Poland., The
regime has clearly still heen on the defensive since the huge success of the warning four
hour general strike of 27 March. But the feeling of intense crisis has not gone from the
country. ‘The bankers have been told that Poland cannot pay its debt repayments—and only
their forebearance prevented a formal declaration of bankruptcy a fortnight ago, and now
there s intense agitation within the Communist Parly as preparations are made for a
special congress in the summer against clear signs of Russian disapproval. Chris Harman
looks a{ the significance of these two sets of developments.

Many commentators 11 the West now see
the calling of a Communist Party Congress
in the summer as the answer  the Polish
crists. They are wrong. Those who rule
Poland cannot <olve s erisis on their own
terms unnless they can first defeat the inde-
pendent triade unon movement, Neverthe-
less, the agitation developing insude the
party 15 ol InTnense unportance.

It 1s usua! 1o say that the Communst
Purty runs Poland and the other hasiern
states. I you beheve that, then naturally you
believe that the Party congress can bring
about a fundamental change o soCiety.

But in fictitis not the party that rules, but
a rebatively smatl group of people at the top,
ot only of the party, but also ol the other

burcancratic structures that dominate the
Csocietv—ihe  government  ministeries, the
cstate economic planning mechantsm, (he
police. the armued Torees. The parly 1y a
mechanism ol their rule (and ol Lheir protee-
tors in Moscow)i—perhaps the most impor-
tant mechanism—Dbut it iesell docs not rule,

At its highest level the party s a4 meeting
place for the top people in the different sec-
tions ol the burcaucracy, Through the polit-
burcau  {m some countnes  called  the
presidium ) and the secretarnat they get toge-
ther, hannuer out the policies that suit their

gouls  of mternational military and cco-

nomic competitiien, and choose the person-
nel who tey tlunk will pursue these poals at
lovweer levels in the bureaweracy, 1tos here,
todd that decsions are unide us (o0 who wall
head the government, the armed forees, the

Il is not the Communist Party thal rules in
Eastern Europe but a small group at the top.

cconomy, the police. the party tsell,

But at its lower levels, the party is also a
means for imtegraling other social groups
te acceptance of the needs of the central
burcaucratic rolers. It 15 run by the ruling
cliass. but 1ty memberstap includes people
rom all other classes,

[t recruits members of these classes so as
to cneourage them to argue lor s goals
among those they work and live with, In
return 1t offers them certain rewards—
muatterial rewards once they chmb up beyond
a certain pount in the party (belter promo-
tiomn prospects mnondustey, a greater chance
ol getting decent housing, aceess to the bet-
ter schools and colleges tor therr children).
But 1t also offers them rewards of a not
directly material sort—in the party peaple
can mix with their *hetters™, or can leel that
somehow they are contributing to building
sociely, 5o the party recrutts not only sclf-
seckers, but a certain breed of do-gooders,

By ne means unique

[0 this. ot course, the Communist Parties
ot Lastern Burepe are by no  means
unigue —the reasons people join them are
not alt that dilferent to the reasens people
1otn, say, the Chrisnian Democracy in ltaly
or the Democratic Party in the cities of
America. All of these are ruling class parties
which seck to mobihise popular support tor
therr goals.

The voly didterence with the East BEuro-
nean parties 15 that in normal times, there
can be no real argument among those at the
bottom as to the directives issued tfrom
above—expulsion 1s the instant remedy tor
those who argoe too much, and it that does
ittt work, there are abwuvs the palitical
police.

T'he party acts as a powerful controlling
mcchanism because to get on n any sphere
of Iite, vou have to jown i, And once inside
vou huve to defend the decisions made at the
Eop, So b you are a Faeiory worker, you can
certainly suggest through ihe party how pro-
ductivity can be rased by vou and vour
mates working harder—buat most of the time
vour job 1s not to sugeest, but o lsten ty
INSTTUCTIONS o how To agitate to aehieye the
goals of management.

Butl the real importance of the purty prob-
ably lies 11 the mechanisms {or control over
the ‘middle lavers” of society—the -
gers, techoologists, journalists and so on
who  have themselves o determme  the
actions and wdeus af those below them. Jour-

nalists lor instance, need to have a certain
treedom to decide themselves whial (hey
write it 11 18 to be convincing to workers, vet
also have 1o be bound in to the needs of the
regime. This s achieved by makingany pro-
gress mside a newspaper ottice dependent
on taking a party card, and any progress
inside the party dependent upon zeal in ful-
filling the goals of the party leaders.

A hierarchy of bodies bind those non-
ruling ctass party members to the top
bureaucrats—branches, local committees,
and, just below the top, the Ceniral Com-
mittee. The full-time ofhicials who run these
bodies are appointed by the party secretanat
under the so-called Nomenklatura system.

The whole structure is self-perpetuating:
the secretarniat chooses the branch and drea
ofticials: these then select who enters the
party, determine who will receive promo-
tion and specal favours, and choose the
delepates to congresses, the congress n turn
clects a new Central Commutice on the basis
ol recommendations from the secrelariat
and politbureau, the Central Committee
then selecung the politbureau and secreta-
rrat, In this way, a vast system of transmis-
ston belts ensures penetratton by the top
burcaucrats of every level of sociery,

In normal times the structure seems all-
powcrtul. It can work with immense success
to ruin the job prospects and careers ol
anyone who opposes the top burgaucracy.
Only a very small hard-core ol determined
dissidents will risk being squeezed right oul
of their jobs by conlinuing resistance 1o the
regime.

But there arc two wavs in which the mech-
ANISM can jam.

The first 15 when the top burcaucrats in
the polithurcau and scerctanat cannot agree
among themselves on what needs to he dane
(0 maintain international compelitivenesss
and control over the rest of society., Each
side in the disagreement s forced (o appeal
to the siightly lower level bureaucrats of the
Central Comnuttee (o settle the difterences,
But an argument which rages among a cou-
ple of hundred people 1s notalways that easy
ter keep guict. For instance, some of the
polithureau and Central Commitiee mem-
bers may decide to use thew control over the
seCurity torces 1o quicten their apponents
{this happened in Russia when Khruschey
lell out with ‘the ani-party group i the late
19505, 1t happened m Crechostovakia carly
In 196%), and vlhers may respond by using
their control of the press to mobihise ‘public

- ——
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opinion’ 1n their defence,

In such situations, the transssion bebts
cease to function lor a period. and hirst
members of the muddic layers, and then wor-
kers. can begin to organise in their own
L rests,

A second sort of breakdown occurs when
there is & nass spontancous movement
below,  against
bureaucratic control—as in Hungary and 1o
a lesser extent in Poland in 1956, In that
case, the party members suddenly find
themselves iselated in the factories and the
otTices and respond by isolating the muost
dedicated supporters of the top bureaueracy
within the party bodies themsebves. The
Uransmission belts begin to snap under the
tenstons created.

1n Poland today we are witnessing a com-
plex interaction of the two lorms of break-
down. Last sumnier saw the upsurge of the
mass spontaneous movement from below,
culminating in the consohidation of Solidar-
ity {and now rural Solidarity} as an organi-
<ation completely apart lrom the
transmission belts, The party made a last
elfort to use 1ts disciplinary powers over 11s
members to get them o stop March's four-
hour generat strike. Their refusal to comply
showed that its transmission belts o the
tuctoriex had snapped completely —instead
of puarly members damping down therr
workmates  they  abandoned  the  party
(200,000 people ave left s1x monihsl.

Isolation

OF course, the regime sull has conside-
ruble power—it stifl controls the planmng
mechanism. the police. the army. the prisons
cte. But it knows that the Torces it controls
are enormounsly solated trom every other
social group, And this ata time whenats goul
of restoring (he competitiveness ol the
national ceonomy cannot be uchieved with-
aul forcing or persuading the population at
larpe Lo accept hig cuts in living standards
annd hgh levels ol unemployment.

[t wes this isclation which led the Central
Committee meeting late in March to opt for
4 party congress Lo retform the party,

What this really amounts to s an attempt
to pet the middle lavers—the managers,
technocrats, journalists—to identify winh
the reforms suggested by the top bureau-
cracy as the way out of the economic and
woctial crisis. In return for acceptance ol
these reforms, sections of the middle layers
are offered a new sy inside the structures ot
the purty. The most disliked and the mosi
corrupt uilicials are 1o be replaced by new
Blood which has much greater supportin the
Localities, To this end, the delegates to the
congress are Lo be chosen on o much more
apen basis than o the past,

A reinvigorated party will then be able o
impose auslerity on the rest of the popula-
Hom in the interests of restoring the interna-
thonnal computitiveness of the vconomy, 1n a
win that s impossible at tw moment,

Phat, at feast. is the aim of Kaniw and his
cirele, Thi is wity they have been permitiing
things which would have been tnconecivable
Six mont s ago—like meetings of party acti-
vists oniside the ambit of the officnd
SETTIL LTS,

But there 1= one big problem will any

the whale structure of

such scheme. Rather than overcoming the
isolation of the top bureaucracy, it can dee-
pen i,

On the one hand, those under attack as
detegates are chosen for the spectal congress
will be the only group within the middle
layers it can rely upon for support—thaose
who have feathered their own nests through
wholesale corruprton  and  systematic
bullying.

On the other. once dehate opens n the
party. the vast mass of previously passive
purly members int the factories and country-
side can begin to raise their vaices, reflecting
the impact on them of the immense prestige

‘Spiritual bankruptey, long tolerated,
verging towards economical bankruptcy.
becomes intelerable’

Thomas Carlvle’s comments on  the
unleashing of the forces that produced the
great French revolution of 1 789-95 sum up
precisely the situation in Poland today. Eco-
nomic crisis hus been the midwife ol social
and peolitical upheaval.

In & decument presented to Western ban-
kers bast month the Polish regime spelled oul
the scale of the crisis. {Details published n
The Tintes 16 April 19811 It warns that

‘Despite plans for rigorous austenty pro-

grammes at home, the country’s loreign

debt will continue to rise until the end ot
1985, when it will amount to C15.700m.”

This vear “severely restricted” imports will
still  cost $700m  more than  export
earnings—and on top of this some billions
have 10 be found to pay interest on debts.

The austerity” designed to cure this Crisis
ix what we would call in the Westa Thatche-
rite slump.

There will be *a deep deterioration” of
econemic activity this year leading to a nine
per cent tall inthe nanonal incaome. This wil
involve ‘some reduction in employment’.

“We have Lo realise that a certain number
of people will not be able to find new jobs.’
Alongside this there will be a general reduc-
tion in living standards (a ‘very paintul ope-
ration’) to be brought about by "widespread
increases in prices. including prices tor
exsential fuoodsiutls”

Between this vear and 1983 900 mainty
big and medium investment projects’ will
have 10 be suspended—Iloreing their wor-
kers (700,000 or 800000} to look for new
11 b,

1t is the sheer scale of this ensis and of the
cacrilices” needed to pay ofl the bankers
(hat lies behind the economic reform pro-
pramme being Noated by the regime.

The outdine ol one version of economic
reform wis published by the Polish reghme
carly in Japuary 1o be introduced m three
slages starting i the carly summer (details
in Finuanciad Times, 13 Junuary 1981).

... and can they
reform the economy ?

of Solidarity and the expericnce of months
of massive struggles. Pnder such circums-
stances, still more of the party’s transmis-
stons belts can snap. This 15 why the
Russians are so worrled about the party
CODress.

A party constituted to run society tor the
top bureaucrats cannot initiate the fundam-
ental revolutionary change that is necessary
it Poland is to escape the crisis without mas-
sive suffering o the working class, But its
corgress can scrve to cmphasise just how
isotated and inept the old rulers are. Itcould
be just one more nail in their coffin rather
than the kiss of life which they need.

The bhasic idea is that factories should
cease to be dictated to by the central plan-
ners, and that instead cach enterprise should
decide on its own production targets and
find its own finance for achieving these.
‘profitability would be the meusure of a fac-
toryv's efficicney’.

The link between cnterprises would be the
market—which, as the Polish currency
hecume convertible. would also be the link
with suppliers and buvers abroad.

For an interim period enterprises would,
however, be forbidden 1o undertake new
investments—aparl  from those which
would increase food production, help pro-
duction and exports of raw materials and
introduce cnergy saving technology.

The reform has been compared to that
operating in Hungary [or a number of years
fow. But in one important respect it gocs
further than that—it talks about “workers’
councils” playving a key role in the tactory, as
in the Yugoslav system. These would have
~control over the factory and its administrat-
ors’. with powers over “production plan-
ning'. the determination of ‘promotion.
bonus payments and profit distribution’,
heing able to propose candidates for ditec-
torships and (o recommend directors’ “dis-
missal by higher authorites’

A close look at the reform proposals,
however, shows (wo things: that the wor-
kers” democracy would be a sham, and that
the relorm would be unlikely to desl with
the fundamental faults in the cconomy trom
a4 workers' standpount,

First the sham. The workers would have
powers which were restricted Lo questions ol
colluborating with management in the ope-
ration ol the cnterprises inside a tight,
unchallengeable external tramework. To
keep the enterprises in business, they would
have (o keep their costs competitive, which
would mean keeping tight control over Ltheir
wages and productivity, Full competitive-
ness would involve buying machinery based
on new lechnology—but that would mean
raising the funds by ploughing nearly all
proflits back inta the business and borrow-
ing front the banks. The banks o return
would demand a contrelling power over the
enterprise: the situation would be like that in
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‘it has been competition, albeit at an international level, which has

produced the present chaos inside the Polish economy.

Yugoslavia, where the central banks control
50 per cent of industridl assces despite the
pretence ol “workers' contrab’ (ligures n
Feonoemic Imtellicence Unir Quarteriy Report
e Yugosiavia 197172

The Polish dratt retorm proposals spell
out, in fact, that tor ‘large industrial truasts
contatning several factones’ there are to be
supervisory boards containing delegates
from banks, suppliers, consumers and wor-
kers councils™. In fact, the only power the
workers would end up with would be that ot
tightening their own belts and sacking their
own colleagues at the banks™ behest,

This is very much in the minds of various
managers who have expressed support tor
the retorm.

For example, a mines drector in Silesia
told the Fingneial Trmes:

“T'm for a joimnt worker-managemdsnt
board, 1f they assume respansibility by
remembering that they are the co-owners
of the means of productuon™ (23
January)

Maost of the enthusiasm lor the economic
reform proposals comes from sections ol
itellectuals and managers, They see retorm
a5 a way o draw the workers” movement
into pushing their schemes for overcoming
the rrationality ol the cconomy.

The prevailing attitude ot this milieu to
the present economic set-up was revealed
very clearly in u series of interviews with
itetlectuals and specialists carried out two
vears ugo (e Report on the State of the
Republic)

One respondent put 1t

‘“We are facved with sham plannimg and

sham mplementation ot plans.”
Another spelt out thar:
‘In the real soclal and economic world
there 15 no such thing as “the central
planner™. What we are dealing with
instead i a heterogencus amalgamation
ol central mstitutions which employ &
wide range of different standards in
arriving at their decisions.. We know
very litthe about how the centre does its
work or the way im which it dratts and
adopts  strategie economic  decisions-
_Many professional  cconomists and
cconomic pohey makers are unable to
come up with any answers (o hese
questions,..”

The overall nupresswon that emerges 1s
ong that sceems, on the tace of L tavourable
to defenders ol the "tree market” in the West,
'‘Central planning” has produced apparently
ircational structures, characterised by run-
dom decision making, immense waste and
comhiplete stagnation, S0 convinemg does
such an argument seem that 11 has cven
taken i g whole number of Western Marx-
1505 {like the peaple around the journal Crr-
giter 10 this copntry} who see the Bustern
states as completely new Forms ol class so-

etics which are intrinsically less dynanug
and probably  fess  progressive than
capitalism.

Yet any such view ignores the most basic
fact about the Tastern states—ithat 1L has
heen competition, albeit at an tternaiional
level, which has produced the present chaos
inside the economy. The rulers of all these
countries have sought to impose on the rest
of the population tantasucally high levels ot
accumulation 5o as (o have the means Lo
survive in economic and military competi-
lon with the West and with China, All the
irrationality within (he cconomtes can be
seen 1o low from the attempt o sustan i
scile of accumulation beyond the resources
of the vanous countries.

Lt is this which leads to “tension” within
plans, o continual shortages ot key raw
materials and components, Lo the continual
switching of the orders given o tactories as
to what to produce, to huge sums being
spent on myvestment projects that cannot be
finished, to bullying of managers by plan-

cners and cymicism wwards planners by man-

agers, Lo a general inability to work out what
is the real cost of producing goods 1n terms
of labour and matenials, 1t 1s the continual
drive to over-accumulation that produoces
the chaos,

A world system

T'hese trends scem absurd 1l (the ceconomy
15 leoked at inisolation. Atter all, unless the
central planners are mad. they cannot wint
such chaos. Tt is easy te draw the conclusion
that these cttects are inherent in the attempl
to plan, and that the protit maovnive and mar-
ket could not do worse. However, 1t all
makes sense the moment you see the Polish
rulitig group as part of 4 world system, con-
stratned to accumdbate as fast as possib
indeed, tfaster than possible—on the one
hand by the need o compete i Western
markets ta selt goods and pay olt debts, on
the other by the pressure to contribute to the
cxpansion ol the Russiun arms cconomy,

The muost wastetul features ol the Polish
eCcunomy dre not unigue. The uniineshed
mvestment progeces are nol rcally all rhat
ditterent to the brand new steel mlls that
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British Steel has working at less than 50 per
cent capaciy. The uscless goods Lhat are
turned oot have their match wn the most
expensive product of the Brinsh aerospace
industry in the lust 13 years—the Concorde-
tolly which can only flv aca loss, Delorean, a
former top General Motors manager, has
written 4 book about the world's largest
private capitalist firm that shows that things
within it arc not so difterent from the stale
capitalist firm of Poland Ine: he describes
massive planning mishaps, bullving execun-
ves giving arbitrary instructions (o plant
managers, continual switches in production
schedules, massive wastes ol resources,
general cynicism.

All these Torms of waste and irrationalicy
are a product of 4 world system. m which the
individual umts—individual Girms or whole
ceconomics—are motivilled only by competi-
Lion with one anather. Bur af that 15 so.
reform within the Pohsh cconomy cannot
solve 1ls problems on more than i very snorl
term huasis.

Soowhat can econumic reform achieve?

Al it can really do s operate as & cover for
attempls (o solve the Polish crisis at the
eapense of workers. Whaole sections o the
Polish economy must be saeriticed winle
others are given the chance to forge alwad
(although, in the conteat of world recession
that (oo can be just a pipedream). But it vou
cacrifice secuons of the cconomy., vou sacri-
fice the workers employed there, The slogan
ot relorm can make rhat caser —waith wor-
kers' councit participation o nunagement
providing a means by which workers in "suc-
cesstul” enterprises ure turned against those
that are chopped.

Essential reading on
the Polish crisis

Labour focus on
Eastern Europe

Annual subscription £4.50 in Britain,
£5.50 oulside from Labour Focus on
Eastern Europe, Box 23, Kingstand High
Street, London, EB.
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Glasgow Orange

"If we can stir up religious feeling in Scotland we have won.’ These are words which
have been taken to heart by lan Paisley, They were in fact spoken in 1886 as part
of the opposition to Irish Home Rule by James Henderson, editor of the Belfast

Newsletter,

As one of his stops on the ‘Carson Trail’, Paisley last month organised a rally in
Glasgow — a planned march had to be abandoned after a three month ban on all
marches resulted from Loyalist threats to break up a H-block protest. Paisley with his
strong Scottish roots — his mother comes from Edinburgh — realises there is fertile
ground for his anti-Catholic crusade. Chris Bambery looks at the tradition of religious
sectarianism in Scotland, and then Dave Sherry tells what is being done to combat it.

With upemployment on Clydeside
standing at 15% and the closure of
Linwood graphically showing the failure
of the unions to stop the rot, there are
many people ready to hit out at anyone
in their despair. In previous times of
gconomic uncertzinty, such feelings
have led to sectarian violence.

The 1930°s saw tival ‘razor gangs’,
with names like the Bridgeton Billy Boys
fight out pitched battles in the streets.
Outfits like the Scottish Protestant
League could take seven seats on
(Glasgow council in the 1934 elections,
with Protestant Action taking nine in
liberal Edinburgh and holding one till
the mid-60s. Protestant Action also
organised and stewarded rallies for
Moseley and his fascists in Glasgow, and
were responsible for attacks on Jewish

as well as Catholic property. But the
traditional vehicle for sectarianism re-
mained the Orange Lodge. Following
the 1935 12th of July walk Orangemen
marched inio Catholic areas like the
Gorbals, Calton and Shettleton. Fierce

rioting ensued, with police baton
charging protesters in the Gorbals.
Famine :

The roots of sectananistm lie with
the spectacular [rish immigration of the
last century, By 1851 there were three
quarters of a million people of Irish
descent in Scotland, while one in four
of Glasgow’s population were Irish,
For an immigrant fleeing the Famine,
Glasgow was the nearest and cheapest
option, but hardly the most attractive.
Not only were immigrants crowded into
ghettoes like the Gorbals — “The
Second Capital of Donegal’® — but their
children were denied state cducation
and, as a government report said, ““They
formed the great body of unskilled
casual labour in Glasgow™. To be a
Cathelic was to be virtuzily excluded
from the shipyards, the pits and any
skilled work,

The start of large scale immigration
in the 1830°s comcided with an ccon-

omic recession. Employers like the
Duke of Hamtilton were quick to blame
the immigrants for unemployment,

wage culs and outbreaks of cholera and
typhus. But while he might call for an
end to Irish immigration, the Duke
was quick to bring in [rish scabs when
his mines came ouf on strike. The effcct

of this blacklegging was immediate as
noted by a governmeni report: “ A lodge
of pitmen cxpeiled al! Catholics with
whom they had previously lived and
worked in peace and harmony”. In the
Lanarkshire coal and iron towns a rigid
sectarian geography developed.

With Irnish immigrants also in direct
competition with evicted Highlanders,
for jobs building the railways and
canals, anti-Irish feeling was reflected 1n
the growthh of the Orange QOrder. The
Order, hirst imported by Scots regiments
sent to crush the 1798 United Irishman
rising, had 45 Lodges in Scotland by
1833, with 12 in Glasgow, under the
patronage of the Duke of Gordan.

Hard Loyalism

Emplovers were quick to use such a
useful tool as sectarianism. In the
18505 they encouraged a number of
bigoted preachers like the  “Angel
(iabriel’, who dressed to suit his name.
After meetings by him trouble broke
out 1n Greenock’s sugar refineries
and docks and, in 1855, Catholic
lzbourcrs werc driven from the shmp-
yvards in Dumbarton. That vear also saw
Lanarkshire miners coming out on strike
after trouble on July 12th to demand
the removal of Catholics from the pits.

But seciarianism wasn’t imply cre-
ated by the bosses. Scotland’s closc
connections with Ireland and Ulster in
particular, meant events there were
reflected by vielence in Glasgow.
tollowing a tour by Daniel O'Connell
in 1¥35 when he spoke in support of
(latholic Emancipation to 100,000 on
Glasgow Green, a Protestant Association,
with 85,000 supporters, was formed to
defend “the faith and constitution’. The
worst outhreak of viglence game in
1875 after Home Rule supporters were
attacked In Partick. An all out anti-
(atholic pogrom developed, with the
militia needed to restore order,

Bul mosi trade union leaders and
Labour politicians would say this 13
simply history., After zll, in Glasgow
today people might dnnk in separate
pubs, go 1o separate schools and follow
separale foolball teams but there’s no
maore discnmination in jobs, and the old
ghetloes are long demolished.

And it is guite clear Glasgow isn't
Belfast. To be a [Protestant doesn't
mean you've a better chance of a job or

Photo: Mesdl Martinsan

a house. There isn’t the likelihood of an
COrange pogrom.

But recently a hard nght wing
Lovalism has -emerged in Glasgow.
Really it was never far away. Even in
1970 a Lovyalist candidate in Bridgeton
could pick up 180 wvotes, while Irish
marches were kept off Glasgow’s streets
for six wyears because of Loyalist vio-
lence. We'd alse seen UVF attacks on
Catholic pubs, though on one occasion
they sent up a Bridgeton Orange Lodge
heavenwards when they stored gelignite
in the oven and then switched it on to
heat the pies!

Opening for Paisley

But whai 1s different in 1981 15 the
discontent unemployment’s  created
wlich can be channeled along traditional
seclarign lines, and the fact that like their
Northern Ireland brethren Glasgow’s
Loyalists feel hetraved. They believe
Britain 15 selling lilsier out. They see Lhe
Fope coming tfo Glasgow next year as
part of th¢ conspiracy stretching from
Thatcher to the Provos,

Lovalism 1in  Glasgow could too
easilv be dismissed as rather hizarre.
Bul a group like the Scottish Loyalists
can bring 5000 people out on the
streets. Thewrr open links with the
National Tront mean, however, most
Orangemen see them as extremists —
a vicw strengthened by recent boasts
about running guns to the UDA, to
whom they're closely linked.

But the Scottish Loyalists provided
an opening for Pmsley. Following an
attack on an H-Block march in February
Paisley jetted in to announce *“If some-
thing is not done this city will be like
Belfas(”. FHe then set out trying to make
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it as'much like Belfast as he could.

Paisley has formed the ‘Scottish
Constitutional Defence Committee’
headed by Pastor Dawvid C(Cassells, an
ex- RUC man and a cousin of Paisley’s
wife. With its more traditional Loyalist
politics, the Defence Committee can
draw on support from within the Orange
Lodges themselves, Already they have
threatened to defy the ban on marches
in Stratheclyde and have promised further
marches and rallies. The Pope’s wvisit
next vear provides them with a real
focus.

An Orange backlash isn’t inevitable
in Glasgow. The majority of Scotland’s
120,000 Orangemen are union members
and vote Labour. The basic anger is
against the Tories, as shown on the
February 21st jobs march. But sec-
tarianism will gain a hold if there 15 no
fight back against the Tories and if the
union leaders continue to sweep Lhe
issue under the carpet.

In that we can learn from ou¥ history,
At the begminmung of the century with

Glasgow Red

Some people ure fond of saying that Treland
15 Britain's Vietnam. Yet the impuct of the
Irish war on the Briush mainland 1s. as yet,
nowhere near as great as the impact Viet-
nam nmuade i the USAL

The war hasn’t had the directampact on
ardinary people that Vietnam had for ordi-
nary, apolitical Amerncans, And so the
apportunities lor socialists o buld a sohd-
arity campaign within the British workmg
class movermnent are (hat much less,

the Home Rule crisis and the Irish War

of Independence one would have
expected & huge Orange backlash on
Clydeside. It didn’t happen, because
there was a strong socialist movement
and a militant shop stewards organis-
ation. There were marches and rallies of
course, and guns wore run from the
(lyde, but there was also a movement
fighting for a 40-hour week and against
rent rises. That movement could answer
sectarian arguments and 1t didn’t sweep
Ireland under the carpet. Ichn McLean
could sell 35,000 copies of his *‘Ireland’s
Tragedy, Scotland’s Disgrace”™ and or-
ganise a series of rallies in support of
Irish independence.

Today we have to do the same. The
answer to sectarianism is building the
Right to Work Campaign to fight
unemployment and a strong soclalist
organisation which can take up the
arsuments on the factory floor, That's
the way to make surc Paisley pgoes
unheard,

Chris Bambery

The present impasse in the North s ano-
ther obstacle. In Vietnam 1 became cleur
thit the treedom fighters were winnimg. In
Ireland the situavon s different,

Faced with these abstacles what can and
what should we be doing in Britain?

One approach is tognore the problems

that exist and to stand on the sidelines,

chanting the correct slogans but tatking to
no-one but the couverted. The outcome 1s
that Irelind becomes the property of the

‘loony left’, those latter-day Narodniks who
believe that a magic wand will wave away
those real obstacles. No attempt s made Lo
connect lreland with the dav-to-< con-
cerny thiat Face ordimary peopbe. s s @
result Britamn's role in Ireland s hurdiy dis-
cussed, let alone challenged, 1n the area
where 1t really counts—the workpla

There 1s an apparcntly opposed ;i oach
which in practice has the same impaci—that
commonly adopted by the official left i the
lubour movement, It can be described cyni-
cally perhaps, as ‘looking the other way’,
involving as it does plaving down and even
ienoring the events tn the North because
they are (00 controversial, too embarrass-
ing. The pcople who champion thes position
hide behind the smokescreen of the ‘Better
lile {or Al campaign, or the "Bdl of
Ripghts”,

United fight

This month at the Scottish Trade Union
Congress in Rothesay delegates were treated
te a fine example ol this approach. The
Greneral Council decided that Bobby Sands
MP and his comrades in Armagh and the H
Blocks should not be recognised as political
prisoners, and that Sands’ ife could only be
saved on humanitarian grounds, Clearly,
for some people, Ireland, unhike E| Salvador
or Soweto, 15 4 bit too close to home. But
this attitude can't simply be dismissed. 1t
holds sway among many of the rank and hle
activists in the trade unions. and revalunio-
naries will have to pay closer attention (o 11,

Ircland is not an easy ssue to raise n the
urtion or the workplace, particularly 1n
Glasgow where Qrangeism 13 strong, and
where local trade union otfftcialdom s
penuinely scared ol a backlash. Yet while
revolutionaries have 1o be realisne enough
to recognise the limitations of what they can
dchieve, those iimilatons can never be an
excuse tor tnaction,

The appealt of Loyvalism can be chalien-
ged, and it must be, otherwise it will block
the development of arcal Troops Out move-
ment in major parts ot Britain, Bt it can
onty be broken it, as Connudly argued, v
coumter-arguments are put side by side with
cur routine activities in the dayv-to-day, pree-
emeal struggles of the class. Tt alsoe means
involving Torces other than the revolutio-
pary lett i that activily.

For example, in Glasgow, the Right o
Work Campaign has started to leaflet tacto-
rics and dole oftices with featlets arguimg an
ant-seclarian message—an argument that
answers Paisley’s divide and rule pohues
with  call tor a united working class fight
against unemployment, low wages and bad
housing.

Through unemployed work and through
soctilist activity tin the CNLD a1 now
hecoming possible o develop a campaign
Agdinst army recruitment, pyrticularly
among youth. And out of that actrvity the
class lessons about the army, and Britain's
role i Ireland, can be drawn.

It is possibic to hold neetings an the hun-
ger sinke 1o organise pickets, demonstra-
e, leatletting and {lvposting—and at the
same time 1o rase the argunwents e the
univi branch, the shop tloor, the ottice or
the college.

Dave Sherry

Sociaiist Review 29



]

-

L QU T T PR S |

CEEICT] LAY TR YRR W .

—— T E—— L E——

P -

L UL S .- W =a

WRITERS REVIEWED

In a very real sense, political

“There always seems to have been
some embarrassment, among authors,
4 tendency to blur the fact that
many of the bravest fighters in this
cause have been Communists.”

She tcause’ is the fight against apartheid.
‘ihe speaker is Nadine Gordimer, inter-
viewed in the Guardign. Not that she is a
Marxist; according to the same interview
she 15 only interested in polifics ‘insofar
as they motivate people, I am not
expounding a political theory .’

Giiven the nature of South African
society, pelitics is inescapable for a
writer of any seriousness and honesty.
Nadine Gordimer has both and, despite
iter disclaimers, her books are, in a very
redl sense, political,

Living and writing in South Africa
places her in an ambivalent position.
in the wake of the Soweto rising white
anfi-racists have tended to feel pushed
Lo Lhe sidelines; vet she sees the forma-
tion of black trade unions (however
limited) as, potentially, the decisive
development. Three of her books have
heen banned,

Her most recent novel s Burger's
Daughter. Lionel Burger, a leading
Communist, 1s linprisoned and dies on
Robben Island. His daughter, Rosa,
ltas been brought up alongside a black
<hild whom she is taught 1o regard as
hor brother. Her childhood is dominated
iy the needs ol the struggle; shaped by
police harrassment and the continual
arrest of her parents.

The book explores the conflict
petween the demands of this world and
her struggle to become an individual.
it opens with a yvoung girl waiting to
visit her detained mother; her private
self 1s there as well —

*The bleeding began just after my
father had made me go back to bed
atter my mother had been taken
Awdy. No pain; just wetness that [
tested wilh my finger, turned on the
light to verify; yes, blood, But outside
the prison the internal landscape of
my mysterious hody turns me inside
out, s0 that in that pubhc place aon
the public occasion . . . I am within
that monthly crisis ol destruction, the
purging, tearing, draining of my own
structure’,

Stie 15 asked to visit a young detainee.
Posing as his sweetheart she is able to
tell him whatever the movement needs
hun to knew. Irenically, she falls in love
willi him but her attempts to tell him so
tounder because they appear part of the
prefe e,

Alter her father's death she seeks to
free herselt, not from his ideals but
from her restricted waorld. She manapes
to obtain a passport, knowing this will

scemy w defection from her political

heritage. In London she meets her black
brother, with whom she lost contact
years ago. He bitterly denounces her
family’s struggle as remote from the
realities of black South Africa. Rosa’s
view of her history is thrown into
turmoil. It lcoks as though herdefection
will become complete, Instead, she goes
home —

“*No-one can defect. I don’t know
the ideology. Ii's about suffering.
How to end suffering. And it ends in
suffering . . . Like anyone else, I do
what { can. [ am teaching them to
walk again, at Baragwanath Hospital,
They put one foot before the other.”

As Soweto erupts she finds herself
dealing with those crippled not by
nature but the puns and clubs of the
police.

In this heightened political atmos-
phere she again merits the attention of
the secunty forces. In October 1977 she
along with hundred of blacks, is detained
without charges. The book closes with
Rosa in prison, awaiting trial. She has
found that even simple revulsion from
human suffering has led her back to the
political arena, to Dbeing ‘Burger's
daughter’.

Nadine Gordimer’s handling of the
tensions between personal and political
imperatives is brilliant and the details of
political practice have the ring of truth.
Rosa’s dilemma 15 sensitively drawn and
revolutionary commitment remains,
throughout, a credible option,

Where the Burgers are outcasts,

MNadine Gordimer

Mehring in The Conservationist is a
solid citizen, a successfu! businessman
with a farm where, at weekends, he can
escape the pressures of the commercial
world. The farm is an attempt to find
permanence — his personal retreat to
the laager.

His mural peace 13 marred when a
corpse turns up in his pasture. He calis
the police who don’t want to come:
dead ‘kaffirs’ can wait. When he insists,
they simply bury the body where they
find it, kilier and identity unknown, and
forget avout it. There it remains; a half-
remembered presence, an obscure
thireat to Mehring's world.

Mehring is a racist, sexist, deeply con-
servative white South African. Through
his eyes we see his gay son ‘who doesn't
want to be a man’ and fight freedom-
fighters in Namibia, his estranged wife
and his ‘trendily left-wing’ mistress who
mocks the fortune he has made in pig-
iron and confidently predicts his
extinction as a type, He is the classic

paternalist. To him the black farm
labourers are wayward, overgrown
children, helpless without a strong,

guiding white hand. Yet Mehring is
drawn as a real peison, not merely a
focus for our hatred,

Where the whites are only extensions
of Mehring’s consciousness, the dialogue,
actions and characters of the blacks are
fully and independently developed.
When a flood threaten the farm and the
‘master’ cannot reach it, they cope —
with complete mastery. This is a subtle,
but effective device for exploding
Mehring’s racism.

The Conservationist is pervaded by
images of flood, fire and catastrophe,
prefiguring the tide of black anger which
from Mehrting’s point of view, threatens
to engulf society. The portrait of
Mehring is the portrait of a man for
whom time has already run out. The
descriptive passages are extremely beauti-
fui, creating a dense, highly charged
atmosphere, The disaster that overtakes
Mehring in the book’s astonishing
climax provides a powerful epitaph for
the white supremacists.

Nadine Gordimer’'s work raises more
guestions than it answers about her
political stance, The reason she stays in
South Africa furnished one clue -

“If you are born in and comimitted
fo a particular place, thc most
meaningful way of life for you will
be in taking up whatever challenges
there are in that place,”

That may be the basis of a personal,
rather than political, philosophy, but
it has certainly enabled her to produce
work that takes up the challenge of the
crucial  political issue in Southern
Afrnica; smashing apartheid,

Steve Kendall

Books mentioned

Burger’s Daughter —

Recently issued by Penguin at £1.95
The Conservationist —

Penguin 95p.
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‘Reactionary force

In the April Socradise Review Sally Bild and
Caroline Conpway alluded to the antics of
Milirant 1n the civil service pay campaign.
Readers may be interested to know that this
group’s backshiding 1s quite in keeping with
1ts record in the CPSA which cannot be
desceribed as anything other than
disgracetul.

Back in late 1972 over 500 CPSA mem-
bers were locked out ol the Gilasgow branch
of the Department of National Savings for
fighting the cuts. Together with Peter Colt-
man (then CPSA vice-president, and a CP
member}), tull-time otficial Terry Adams, a
Mulirani supporter, concocted a behind-the-
scenes deal with management which was
then presented to the branch as a fail accom-
pli. Adams:

*Outhined the case for accepuing these
proposals, He stated that the only alier-
native 1o an orderly return to work was
an all-out strike by members at the Bank.
Terry stressed that the CPSA should not
allow itsell to be provoked into a prema-
ture, all out baltle with suspensions.
Muanagement would hke nothing better
than to drain the financial resources and
cnergy of the union betore the massive
cuts which are imminent.” (Mifitani, 7
Neccember 1979y

Flow a fight against ‘imminent” cuts can
be ‘premature’ 15 beyvond me. On the 6
December cuts of 1390 jobs were announced
tor the DNS.

Adams obviousty has no confidence tn the
ability of CPSA members o hight and pre-
terred Lo betray the membership than extend
the lock-out into an ati-out strike. The DNS
atfalr was very demoralising. There has been
little action against the cuts singe then. In
|98 Meditant supporter Pat Byrne, then on
the OPSA WEC, whined ‘Lo the civil service
we have been cul first by 60,00 posis and
then by another 15,000 jobs as part ol the
price tor our pay increase this vear.,” (M-
frane, 25 April 1980} Byrne forgets ta say
that along with fellow Milirant supporters
Steve Appleton and Kevin Roddy., he actu-
ally voled on the NEC to recommend aceep-
tance of that deal, And the 1980 CPSA
conference saw . a  glut of sycophantic
Militani-inapired mouons which supported
the union leadership®s betravals on this
Jaslle,

1980 also brought the Brixton Dole H[I’lkt‘
Despite the enormous significance of this
sites Mifftane supporters were tew and far
between on the pickets. The most 1 ever saw
was lour—and that was on one of the wetkl-
advertised mass pickets, Militaar cannot
plead lack of resources; there are several
dozen supporters 1a the OPSA 0 London.
They were not interested because it wasn’t
their supporters who were being victinlsed
and they could see little to be gained as a
group from the dispute,

This sectarianism s m stark contrast to
the Terry Adams attair o few years ago. In

this case Adams, the Aidiranr supporter of

NS fame, was on his probation as a lull-
timer and was blatanty witch-hunted by 2
right-wing NEC. The whole of the left in the
CP5SA rallied round and defeated the witch-
hunt.

This leads on to another thing. One of
Mifitant's tactics 15 to get nto the gnion
bureaucracy. There arctwo Mifitans suppor-
ters who are tull-timers 1n the OUPSA and
whose wages are something ke twice the
average of CPSA members. They are not
elected nor are they subject to recall. T've
shown just one 1ssue where one of 1them has
sold out an important dispute. I've also
shown that Mifirant 15 a very reaclonary
torce within the CPSA. Perhaps other rea-
ders can give some cxamples both within
and without the CPSA where this powerful
organisation bhas sold out union members,
CP5A activist

1 GND replies

A wvery good survey of the phenomenal
growth of CND (88 21 ‘The largest Muass
Movement Yet') was spoiled by some gratul-
tous and incorrect remarks about the natio-
nal organisation of CND.

The idea that we have ‘done very Little 1o
build local groups’ is frankly absurd. Please
consider the tollowing:
1Y CND currently gews abour 200 letters
asking for further information cach week.
These are torwarded (o local group organts-
ers as well as being answered from the natio-
nal oftice.
2y CND used to distribute The War Game
from the national oflice, and at the time ot
handing over this work to a tull-ume film
distributor we were supplying 1t Lo approxi-
mately 15 groups per week, We negotiated a
deal with the Concord film counci {who
now have some twenty prints—all booked
afl the time) and help groups, still, 1o order i
from them.

3) CND national speakers can be lound at
meetings and .conferences every night of
every week. Thanks (o the expansion of

reglonal organisations of CNI> sometimes
regional speakers atiend founding mectings
of groups tor purpuses of advice and encou-
rugement, but 1 gencral national speakers
will ‘be found at the start of every CND
group. -

4) CND helps local groups as far as pos-

siblé* with information and press relations |

work .’ All they need do iy write or phone.
5)  CND holds a national conference tor all
members and groups each year, This year we
also have organised an additional campalgn
conlerence, youth conterence and labour
movement conference. The national organt-
sation also helps put on conferences (all
quite major events these days) tor the CNID)
spectalist sections.

6) CND organises nattonal dem-
onstrations—there are two more this year,
Ty CND runs a quite Iar,y: publishing
department. This vear we will publish 12
pamphlcts. We also publish stickers, pos-
ters, badges and a monthiy paperin addition
to leaflets. Al thus materal 1y avaitable 1o
local groups at large discounts.

%) At the moment nanonal TND has very

ambitious plans to hcip CND regions estab-
sl offices with full-nime staff, We at the
nutional office u-lll provide much of the
money for this and , who knows, hopefully
the regions in turn may be able to provide
full ume workers in the localities.

But these are no bowsts and certainly no
reason tor national CNI to sit on our lau-
rels. Often the rate of growth of the cam-
palgn outstrips our ability (0 s€rvice groups
as fufly as we would wish. Constant conside-
ration s given Lo making surg scarce resour-
ces are used Lo the toll,

I wus ballled by the comment you repor-
ted Itom an umdentitied ‘person from Man-
chester’ to the efivct that they never sec our
publications—she or he must, Litcrally, be
one in a million,

Over the past rwelve months the cireula-
tion of national CNDYs magazine Yotz has
increased from 3,000 1o 35,000, We have
printed and disiributed theee quarters of a
million leattets. For a long nnme Protest and
Survive, a pamphlet we jointly published
with The Bertrand Russell Peace Founda-
tion was on evervone’s mind, Gur other
Litles are bought at a rate of over 5,000 per
month per title {on average) by local groups
alone. OF course, in the present situation, we
can never produce cnough and there have
been distribution problems.

To conctude, Sociafist Review 15 absolut-
cly right to emphasise the growth of local
CND groups rather than CND as a nattonal
organisation, The latter exists 1o service the
taormer and, [ believe, the two-tier” member-
ship structure of local CND members join-
g local groups at often quite a small fee
with the core ol members joining the natio-
nal organisation—in farge part to tund
CNL publications and activities that build
and suppaort new groups—is working very
well. 1f there are “problems’ with national
CND, this doesn™ appear to preveni a
steady 400-500 new members {many from
local groups) joimng cach week,

Chris Horrie
Scorckiny
CND publications comniiree

You can overkill
us 50 times,

but we can only
overkill you
49 times.’

MISSILE MADNESS

SWP pamphlet bv Peter Binns on
the new weapons system and how
they threaten your life. 40p (plus
10p postage). Bultk orders £3.25 for
10 post free from Socialists
Unlimited, 265 Seven Sisters Road.
Lendon. N4.
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INTERVIEW

Quietly subversive

It is not often that a television drama challenges directly the view of themselves the
British establishment advances for our consumption, but the Lew and Order series,
screened three years ago and directed by Leslie Blair did just that. There was a fierce

outcry from the upper echelons of the police; the prison officers were so incensed that
the BBC was later banned from filming in prisons. The BBC themselves were obviously

rather unnerved by the response and have turned down a large number of overseas
sales, Jane Ure Smith talked to Les Biair about his work,

The Law and Order series may have
made the bigpest splash in Les Blair’s
career, but none of the films he has
made for television over the past ten
years has been exactly pro-establishment.,
Their subversive power lhes perhaps
paradoxically in their very quietness,
their tendency to understatement, their
concern with detail; the naturalistic
stvle works constantly ta lay bare the
reality beneath the surface, fo grasp
the world as it is.

‘Everything that happens on tele-
vision is propaganda,” Les Blair

claims. ‘And I try to propagandise, 1 -

suppose, but [ try to do it in a way
that doesn’t alienate. 1 like to do
quiet tilms which present a realistic
image of the world, | could bend that
image to suit my pumposes. IE%s
difficult because the mere process of
making a film is bending reality. But
there is a danger in denying the truth
to make your point. If you do that
you immediately alienate a whole
section of the audience who might
otherwise go along. What | try to do
is not s¢ much hit the middle ground
but to wre the middle ground to
make a point.’

Beyvond the Fale, screened last
January, is a good example of how
Blair’s thcory operates in practice. The
film dealt with the racist response to
Russian Jews arriving in Britain at the
turn of the century as refugees from the
I'sanst pogroms, a response which cul-
minated in the Alien Immigration Act
of 1903. The parallels with situation
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Six months £8.50
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facing blacks and Asians in Britain

today are inescapable.

‘With Bevond the Pale 1 was dealing
with a very specific period and | had
io be very selective. The range of
political response was enormous —
even more than it is now and |
didn't want to produce a journalistic
piece on the political landscape of
the time. 1 selected an area that
interested me, which was the area of
the anarchist groups, and what T did
was portray an image, the essential
image of what had actually happened
at the time,

‘I could have bent that to demon-
strate a political point, for example
the need to organise politically against
racism, but | would have found it
very difficult to do because 1 was
dealing with something that actually
happened.

“‘What | tried to do in Beyvond the
Pale was show what happened in the
context of today and to say if you're
going to do this, these are the possible
consequences,’

Beyond the FPale was an improvis-
ation while Law and Order was heavily
scripted. Yet stylistically the two have
the same feel to them. The same fecl is
there in the excellent film Only ¢ Game,
a drama based on soccer player Famon
Dunphy’s account of hisdaysat Miltwall,
screened last month by Thames. How
does Les Blair explain his own particular
naturalistic style?

It is a product of my response to the
things that I've appreciated and liked
in the evalution of British cinema. |
think the realistic strain has always
been the strongest strain right from
Grierson’s documentaries onwards.
Documentary has  always been a
significant strain in British film-
making and the response of dramatic
film-making to how good those early
documentaries were has always been
important too. The response 1
evident in {ims like Saturday Night
and Sunday Morning.

‘1 feel the camera is about the
real world. The whole pomnt of the
camera is that you can take it out
into the real world and not be
theatrical, My particular style has
evolved out of an interest not so
much in technicalities like acting
style or camera style so much as an
interest  in conteni and subject

Les Blair .
matter. T just find it very difficult to
involve myself ‘in subject matter
which 15 to do with the real world in
4 non-rcalistic way. [ want my
audience to recognise the people 1n
the film.

‘The real decider is the casting, it’s
the most important part of the
process. I look for actors who have
something to offer to the film other
Lthan the ability to do the lines. It’s
whal they can contribute from their
own cxperience thal's important.”

Although he has worked in theatre,
{ilm has alwavs been the most important
mediuim for Les Blair, The bulk of his
work has been for television rather than
the ¢inema. How does he gauge the
importance of his films in terms of their
power to influence people?

‘Ouite haonestly 1 don’t feel 1 have
the message to change the world. 1
have a view which obviously I think
is the right view, it’s perhaps a similar
view to those held by people like
Ken Loach, Tony Garnett and
Gordon Newman who wrote faw
amd Order. With the set up as it 18 1n
{his country television 15 probably
the only place where that view can
happen. Fortunately it's the place
that pets the biggest audience. ft's an
irony really.

‘But I don’t think you can change
the world through {ilm. All you can
do is polarise. I don’t think you can
persnade anybody. The most you can
hope for is that two people in & room
walching a programme might disagree
and one can persuade the other, 1
don’t think faw and Order changed
the world, but T don’t think that’s
any reason for notr making films like
that. It's & pehble on the beach but
it’s worth chucking.’

T'he next film Les Blair has lined up
is called The Nation's Health, a joint
venture with Gordon Newman. “It’s a
controversial  look at medicine  in
Britain, a kind of ““[lealth and Order™ )
he says. And hopelully it's another
pebhle that might cause the odd rnpple
before getting lost on the beach.

Phiote Paeter E;::murt
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Mew York women garmenl workers demonsiraling against werking conditlens in 1901

Class war behind the sisterhood

The Rising of the Women: Feminist
Solidarity and Class Conllict 1880-
1517

Meredireht Tax

Monthy Review FProevy £9.43

This book sets out Lo cxdaming
varcus strategies  of  organistng
working class women by looking at
nearly 40 years ol American lubour
history, The practics] conclusions
of the author are contused, but the
description ot the lives and strug-
eles ol the working class i s
period is marvellous,

Working canditions wore hot-
rifie, wages hovered on mimmum
survival levels, the use of the state
and mihtia o brutally ¢rush strikes
was normal pracoice. More than
20,000 rexiile workers 1 Lawrence
struck m 1912 because of a 30 cents
a week pay out, The cat i wages
was [he price ol five loaves of
bread—the ditterence between bare
survival and starvation, Workers
fiooded out of the factones crying,
‘Better to starve fightuong than to
slarve working',

Every strike was an example of
stark class wartfare, 10 was a periad
which, it seemed. would mevitably
lead to revolution,

In the Jast years ol the mineteenth
centuty and the hirst years of this
century the American Federation of
l.abour {AFL) dominated trade

‘unmion organisation, The ATL orga-

nised skilled workers into cralt
weons and refused to admitwomen
inter its ranks. Naturally this played
right inte the hands of the employ-
ers: unocganised low paid women
workers kept down the wages of all
warkers and divided the class,

In desperation, without the sup-
port ot the AFL, many working
women appeated 1o middle chass
lemindsts [or help. The Womens®
Trade Unton Lespue (WTLL) step-
ped in, but, in the long run, pro-
vided hitle help oy all

The WTLIL comprised abf women
trom ditferent clusses and oo pa-

tions, but was donunated by middle”

class women whose 4im was to pro-
vide cultural education to women
factory workers. The League helped
with fund-ruising tor strikes, but tl
talked of nplitting and protecting
women, Atter a bitter internal bat-
tle hetween those who saw moral
uplitt of printe importance and
those who felt that trade unwon
orpanisation of more help to work-
me cluss women. the tormer won
and the Leggue sank into reporting
un factory conditions and pressing
For reforms sach as a shorler work-
ing day for women—which was
won with 4 corresponding loss ab
pray.

Meredith Tax  guite rightly
atticks the WTLUL For being domi-
nated by bourgeols femimists with
little wnderstanding of and guue
ditlferent real nterests to working
class women. However, when she
describes the activities of the Indus-
trial Workers of the World {(IWW
or the Wobblies) around women,
she rejects their anulysis and prac-
rce as well

The [WW wias a stark contrast (o
the AFL in that o aimed to buitd
one union for all workers. In reality
it was much more than a trade
union as they exest today: i contin-
wally raught Marxist coononmics and
preached class warfare towards a
revolutiomary end.

The |TWW matntnoed that ot
oreantsed men and women on an
eyual  hasis, and throughour the
sirikes inowhel the TWW was domi-
nant  the wives o sinikers were
eircouriged Lo play an egual roleon
picket lines, m meetings and on
sITike commitices.

The PWW rojeceied any notion o
woiien miaking crass class abbiane-
s, Lhzaberth Gurley Flvan, s
leading woman organiser, sad:

“The queen in the parlour has o
iterest n commen with the
maind in the kiwchen .. Thesister-
hood of women, ke the bro-

therhaod ot men. 15 o hollow
share to labour. Behind all s
smug hypocrisy and swkly sen-
timentahity loom  the  siolseer
outhnes ol class war.”

Meredith Tax condemns  the
IWW  as bemng Ceconomst’, of
reducing womens Oppressian 1o
mantestatton ot class socicty, and
consequently  Tuling 1o organise
women  seperately according  to
therr special needs. Having accep-
ted that the interests of bourgeons
Femsts are lindamentally diite-
rent to those of working  class
women and having rejected the
cconomism’ ob Lhe TWW, she goes
on tooreeoimmend ways of orgunes-
ing women in her tinal chapter,
Practical Conclusions.

The question she atlempes Lo ans-
wer s, 'Can women really unie
across class lines o lght theirr com-
mon  opression without betraving
the revolution?' Tax says:

“Waonten's  wlomate liberation
demantds socialest revaolulion as
4 precondition . The epposing

Wuens Voice out now 25p
Available PO Box 82, London, E2.
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OGN, Cotmman amonst sociak-
sl temoises, that the two strug-
ples are separate but egual 18
statie and madeguate, 1t leaves
cut the relabonship between the
strugirles and  the way each
aftects the other—nor Lo men-
tion the funamental tact that
WOMEn dare very much a purt of
the class strueple and thoerr lives
are entirely mediated by class
relations, There 1s no struggle
for women's bberation thut s
seperate and indvpendent  of
class, Indeed, how could such a
thing be? Such a picture of the
world leads to work that s deta-
ched, disoriented. floanng n
ltmbo.’

In the 1980s, Tax says. the labour
movermnent is weak and divided, and
the women's movement s tnder
buourgeois teadership, “Suarely  we
don’t want 1o return o the nine-
teenth century doctrine of a sepa-
rate  spherc for women, whoere
wonmcen can make decisions about a
limited range ol lemate cancerns
#nd men can makc decisions about
everylhing ¢lse.” No we don’t sothe
answer 15 unite, savs Tax. The wam-
en’s movenent, the labour {irade
untern) movement and the sacualist
Mervernent st unite to become "o
peneral movement 1o change
SOCIRTY .

Now Lhat sounds very nice and
very easy, There’s one prablem. The
wayv we chunge sociery, tor gouod
and larever, 15 by o workimmg class
revolution. Unlortunately there are
SeCilans ol the woinen’'s movemanl,
the trade wnion movement and the
sowiglist movement that are nol
interested i revolutonary change,

S0 1o umte with peoply whose
aims are ditferenr from ours for
unspeciiied but tundamental
‘change’ would lead nowhere except
to a centrist swamp. Our task 15 to
build a revolutionary working class
pariy. of men and women, o fight
for both women's bberaton and
sacizlsm. To that end—building
the party—we will work ina united
tront on specitic ssues: abortion,
fascism, nuclear arms. But let's
keep hold on our tevolutionary
puditigs,

Harrict Sherwood
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It wasn’t always thus ...

The Germaan Family -
Edited by R J Evans and W R Lee

CCroom Helm £13.95

The common view of the family
is of something eternal, un-
changing, as natural as “human
nature’ itself, Such a view is, of
course, propagated by many
defenders of existing society: the
Catholic church, the Tory party
aind Labour politicians can all be
relied on to voice deep concern
about the future of the family.
But, paradoxically, it is aiso
implied in many [fashionable
feminist arguments: ‘patriarchy’
(literally, the rule of the father)
is sakl to persist from one society
to another, from feundalism
through capitalism into socialism.

The 'house’

This book contains a wuseful
corrective  to  such  slipshod,
unscientific ways of sceing things.
The various essays in it describe
some of the ways m which the
family and the roles of men,
women and children were trans
formed as German society moved
from feudalism to indusirial
capitalism.

As Karin Hausen tells, neither
the concept of the family nor the
sexual stereotypes we associate
with it existed before the latter
end of the i8th century. Until
then peaple spoke of the ‘housa™
or the ‘household’, engaged in
both production and consump-
tion, inwhich a *patnarch’ (usually
a man but on occasions a widow)
laid down the law to the wife, the
vounger men, the children and

the servants. Within this structure
both men and women had defincd
productive roles, very different to
the sexual stereotypes of the
bourgeois family.

For example, it madc no sense
at all in the present household for
women to be valued . as ‘weak,
submissive, protective’™ rather,
they were expected to be capable
of hard physical labour, although
of a different Kind to that of the
men.

[n the same way children were
viewed in a very different wav to
what we take for pranted now.
S0, as Robert Lee notes, in early
ninetecnth century Bavaria once o
couple of childrenm had been
reared to keep the houschold
going, the rest were regarded as a
burden: “The amount of attention
given by parents to young children
and particularly to infants re-
mained minimal. In Mittelfels, for
example, it was numoured that a
faurmer would rather lose a young
chitd than a calf.”

Hostile world

But the risk of a new mode of
production in the cities smashed
the ol ‘houscheld’. It was
increasingly  displaced by new
forms of livelihood — based, for
the middle classes, upon salaricd
employment in the world of
business or the state. The new
ideal which corresponded to ihis
was that of the autonomaous
individual, cut off from all the old
ties. At the close of the eighteenth
century — the era of the French
revolution — this bricfly chal-
lenged all preceeding notions of
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Anna Paczuska

Sisters and Workers

Ten Years of the Struggle for
Women's Liberation and Sacialism

60p [plus 15p postage) from Socialists Unlimited,
200 Seven Sisters Read. London, N4.
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hierarchy and authorily.

But therg could be no real
autonomy for the individual in
Bourgeonis society. Instead there
was the competitive rat-race for
the men, while the women wete
left to socialise the next generation
in thc home, Life became divided
into ‘the hostile world and the
friendly family’. Women were re-
defined as creatures who kept the
family together — the protective,
submissive, caring, intuitive, not-
fully-rational wives and mothers,

Women's nature

Novels, plays, church sertnons
and ‘scientific’ texis all endorsed
this ideal as ‘female nature’. By
the end of the last century the
stercotype wuas so widespread,
that it was even adopted by the
*hourgenis women’s movement': as
Karin Hausen notes, it based itseif
an a notion that it was ‘the
cultural task of women’ to bring
humanity, through their feminity,
inicr ‘the inhuman world of men’
— a notion that still persists today
in some seciions of the women’s
liberation movement (how often
have we heard so much nonsense
about how the women’s movement
can teach ‘new forms of orzanis
ation™).

The new notions of the family
and ‘women’s nature’ began to
percolate all of society {as Karl
Marx noted, “the raling ideas are
the ideas of the ruling class™). But
they never fitted other ctasses in
the same way as they fitted the
middle classes. In the countryside
the old household persisted as a
source of foodstuffs for the capit-
alist market well into the twent-
1eth century, so that men stili
valued wives for their productive
power  rather than  for their
‘feminine” qualities: as one be-
mused observer noted a contury
ago, the ‘characteristic’ differences
of the sexes were noi Lo be found
here, for “the voices, the facial
features and the behaviour of
hoth sexes are very similar’.

family wage

Among industrial  workers
things were a little more complex.
As lhe old peasant family was
broken up, the ideclogues of the
mling class attempted to per-
suade workers to  accept the
values of the bourreods family:
they saw it as a mecans of ensur-
ing that a new generation of
workers was physically nurtured
and they feared that a wecakconing
of the family would open women
and children to some of the
pernicious socialist idcas growing
in favour among the men. Yet, as
Richard FEvans observes, *““the
very craployers whose spokesmen
50 eloquently deliniated the con-
sequences of female employment
on family lifc, were at the same
iime engored in the wholesale
emploeyment of women and child-

ren, often at starvation rates .. .”

The working class family
certainly could not survive on the
man’s wage alone. In a perceptive
essay, Heilwiz Schomerus shows
that the idea that men werc
actually paid a ‘family wage’ suff-
icient to keep their wife and kids
was a myth. Engineering workers’
wages reached a peak when they
were 25-27, a couple of years
before they usually married, and
began to fall dramatically when
they were 40-45 — long before
their children were old encugh to
work, The result was usually
appalling poverty, which could
only be relieved if the wife was
able to zet paid employment. But
this was impossible most of the
time because of the impact of
repeated pregnancies and contin-
1al child care in an era when safe
and zrelisble contraception was
virtually unknown. And even
when married women did get
work, as Robyn Dacey tells in a
study of tfextile workers in
Hamburg and Berlin, employers
exploited their double burden to
force them to accept unstable
and appallingly paid jobs, often
done from their own homes.

Antidole

In a final, disappointing essay,
Richard Evans discusses the
attitude of the German socialist
mavement to the family. He
suggests that although mitially
pecpie like August Bebel and
Clara Zetkin  accepted Marx’s
view that capitalism was destroy-
ing the family, they later were
forced by the realitics of German
society — and the acceptance of
those realities by Social Demo-
crat workers and their wives — to
ghift their ground. The women
who joined thc socialist organis-
ations were usually the wives of
male members, not women
workers, and what began 1o be
preached was not an abolished
family but a reformed family.

The implication is that Marx
was wrong to argue that the entry
of women into production pro-
vided the basis for women's liber-
ation znd the destruction of the
bourgeois family.

But there are fwo tauits in
Fvans® areument. First, he talks
about the attitudes of workers,
both male and female, without
reference (o the industrial
strupgles they were involved in -
and there were in fact very few
such struggles in Germany prior
to 1914. And secondly, he deals
with a period when the number
of women in continuous lifetime
employment was still relatively
small.

The price and the academic
style of this book will put it

beyond the reach of most Secialist
Review readers. But some of its
material deserves to be popular-
iscd as a welcome antidote to
precindices found often enough
on the left as weil as encouraged
by the rght.

Chris Harman
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Ditch your prejudices

Fole & Hraces and M7 Finverprines
C'oming Lop
fr1 Ade Fliefps

Belt sind Braces and DET Bolerprises, act-
e s it production compans, P
Ceenpere £ o the rosed tor three momths i
natiowrde tomes endong upoar the old Hall
Maoon i Adwe Street, Fast T ondan,

oo Phelps" plas addresses the mterplas
Petween sexualuy and class. and sexsudl
proditics and class politres e manmer thid s
AT 1 LIl i revosieses 1he often comipley
reahits ot actual o eaperience. Freguentls.
P deabiong wtly sesoalns ot or appear
toorepect cliss aomavassond closs palities.and
prlavs dealime with the st rvdustrral cone-
el aoned wlioss vnenn ek o b e i torboen
Wals, o repeat The Tmportance ob tasies arts-
i trom sescalinyind conseguenty, consi-
derable arcas ol oar expericnee e
nealeeted. T say that the personal s polin-
il or ey e the pehiocal s personal” dioesn’
contront thes head on necessarilv, and. in
foct, van beoajqustitication Tar aveiding
dorng sop wath the result thal cluss polities
and sexual politics remam o m thenr own cor-
ners, anmmlegrated. O oming O pattempts this
RSO

Beev i e workemg-class actor Iromt Shet-
freld, o the rare posuion ol workimg reeo-
Loy For a0 gownd wage with o prestigios
Pheatre commpany. e s assertive aboot s
raols when o neddle-class company but,
vstensibhy s apebitican He ives wirth a male
lonver, Plhidhip, o moddle-class plavwrnight
who s “come o’ more than Kevin, s
intimindated by Kevin™s class osulity, but -
he's o sewctalist, The contradiciiens and ten-
1ok ths siloaton are vers acoarite]y
dravan. Kevin's Tauther, an acrive trade oneo-
st dhies, and bavine retarned to Shellield,
e tindds ot that bis Gomily ) Bather™s fmends
and worknutes helieve that e was beaten 1o
death by the poelice atier being pcked up
allegediy For drankeness,
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s clear, and they bepin o public campingn,
I Tomacver. 1t s muade quile clear te Kevin by
the i wrgwnser.an old TOWLU Friend of

Cthe Gather. that Tis gaviness e cmbrareiise-

ettt and neost be lodden. Both Kevin and
Philip are mrimidated by this. and Plulp
also vacillates and doubls wleether the cant-
pangn s based on hard taces bat the strenath
ot leeven s cluss feeltnes aod pull of his Bom-
v bockeround, despite the past contlicts

il his parents over his gavness, make him

sty to ke part ny the treho— with Lhe pos-
bl consequenves ol Tosig his place m the
thealre company and endanacring his rela-
tionship with Philip.

Belore hevoanme areactor, suceessiul. and
a lomver—and despire being happy o those
roles—Kevin makes Lhie chioace Lo prut Tone-
alty Lov hos wlass o commuum s frrst FHlowe-
ver.as s made clear i the final seene, where
Lhe winpranan connpmties confront ey m-
poatbenig ponenalists at o prossconterenee. he
redivses to hide his gavoes= and i an aoery
trade, points o the Tmks berween 1he
vippres~1on ab people for ther sexaaliny and
the generval capitali=atlack onthe workmg-
cluss s o whole, In being contronted
dircetlv by state violence and attacks oo s
sextttlity . kevin bolh conmes out as wgas and
contes upy s i bl on bl o Bis cliss,

THEATRE

sometimes the ploy kes oy long to
citithlish pamta,and Kaee Phelpsppeirs b

wne wconthict or prece of polemie as o devicee
Lo Torch e action Tomward, preoduce o theat-
rical ellect. and make poliitical poimts, m
o that mahes characters beboave unhe-
lleveably, Most notblve Kevin, who has
been presented as derermoned iy ummleresied
L prodioes, se the end develops suddenly
clear and well-articiduted pobhoeal ander-
standie obf the erisis. At e ord o A 1
Phalps sets up oo conllict hetween class and
sexdtuthire that rioes talse theoueh hasving the
T&C [riend of the father msult kesnt el
Philip im oo oway thal s sarprsg s
dgpress o and imsenssioiry, mven the frigg
sibuaebion, e wlae by aod Lcge. v a plas
witl i keen sepse ol realivy, such contrivan-
ces urdermine thao reality and. therelore,
undermane the strength ol the polities witel
have been emorsing clearls thyoush the
auilon.

Hoseover, despile that, Connne £ po0s the
mMost thoroueh and posiinve plas e seen
deabhing wilt chigssSsex ssues, bovause 1
makes gquire cleac thaf prepadices niuse be
ditched- vou can't Tight the cliss war andd
avond lghting sexual oppresson, and v
can't ight sexual oppression withoot fatbn-
e the class war,

The play was also directed by Kale
Phelps, and contamued cxeelfent perfarnin-
ves from Direw Grdtiths, John Girantham,
Jine Cos o bvone Veroallo oond Peter AdLard,
Derck Newark
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Read the book

Tess
frivecred b Rosran Polunski

Potanshrs Nlms- -from the satanic nastiness
of Kovewrar s Babr to the sordid corruption
oot Clrnaronn—have  alwivs moved  In
worlds of durkpess, crupting Trom e Lo
Lime 1ot scenes ot extrenie amd Bloody vio-
lenmee. I mght seem gquite approprieee the-
relore that he has chiosen 1o make a film
based on one ol Thomas Hardy's novels,
peopted s they are wilth suflerine men and
wormnen whose leves scem governed in the
num by ugly twists ol tare. The bewtrched
Limdscape ol Macheth might castly have
become Hards's Wessex, with every local
siperstition and every pagan seoret cchoing
oul of Stonchenpe plaved Lor all i1s waorth,

ot lving in exile m Frange with o prison
sentence hanging over fis head, Polanske
s opled fora ddlerent kind ol 1ilm altoge-
ther. In Fesy he has <onghr respecrabiliey”:
be Tras sought o make o Bilm which noddle
clives Laches sl happly drag therr dougliers
alt ter see i the hope of securtng a berter
A-leve]l pass. And Hollvwood has respon-
dedbaceordimgly by handing ool three Acad-
CITy Avwirds,

Columbia Pictures are  obviously
delighted wath the product and are market-
ing it with appropriate subtlety and flane, "In
the traditton of the great motian pletures”,
raars the tratker, e Zhivavo, Gone with the
Wi, Tavwrence op Arahia. " Thanktodly

thes lean e out the Seereed 2 Afeeics Inc gt
Fuact 1he tilm docsn™ Tie st these arhers o
allz w1y extremely restraned. Bul the net
restll s empiy, at and two dimenswonal,

Polanski has tried Tora biteral irans lation
ol Llards™s poswerlul imagery. but i sumply
won L wark any more, Consumuercapitlism
Nas bought up rmages of natural beauty and
led them back te us as chiehed adjuncts e
breakfast cereal, shampow and tofel paper
for too fong. He has titmmed and tnminied
Huardy's onigingd text m order to have the
beautitul Nastassia Kinskt whao plays Tess
an screen nearly all ot the time. As o oresult
Lhe munor characters o Jonger give voice
and e tothe soctal conventens and moral-
1ty that Hardy s at piins to expose as cruel
and destruchive,

And that abrer alt s the real mterest ot the
novvel: Hardy'™s dim perception of women's
oppresston as a4 soclal phenomenon. The
probter s than he gers sotarand no further.
Although his svmpathees lie with ordimary
workimg people. he never quite manages 1o
locate the oppression he recognises ard
attacks n the structure ol class socwety. In
the end s pesamism gels tie better of lnm
and he resorts to quotimg Shakespeare: "As
flies toowanton bovs are we to the gods, they
kKill us toc their sport’,

But never mind. My feclting s forget the
I and go ot and get a copy ol the book,
1t well warth the read.

Jang Lire Smith
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Those ‘street barricades’ are part of our mythology. A common judgement on a leftist ution 1o deleat, Blangqui interred
not ready to join the party is that he or she will be ‘on the right side of the barricades’. that an observance ol the rules of
They are, in fact, the historical symbol of revolutionary socialism: the hard necessity insurrectionary  tactics would iwiself
for armed insurrection if the working class is to seize power from its exploiters. The guarantee  the wviclory. An  aclive
first socialist to formulate this idea was the French revolutionary Augusie Blanqui in minority of the proletarial, no matter
the 1830s. It was he who formulated the first rules of insurrection and prepared the how well orgamised, cannol seize

first organised insurrectionary movement. For his efforts he was to spend more than power regardless of the general con-
ditwons ol the country,

The harricades {or Blanguw were not
mystical: they were the very practical
response Boo the need 1o orgamse Lhe
miitary aspect of an insurrcction. In
May 1839 fhus ‘Society ol the Scasons’
launched a tailed insurrection in Paris.
Blangui planned the wmlitary aspect
with  precise  detasl. Ino the narmrow
strects of old Parls barricades provided
a1 excellent means of defence agsinst
regular troops, They proved g realiabice
weapon laler 1in 1 84%, when the mosses
rosc to overthrow the tottering mon-
archy of Louis Phillipe. The ruling class
certainty  feared them:  the counter-
revolution ol Napelecon III rebuilt the
cenire of Puris wih wide streets to
make barricades less of an  effective
weapon,

But the harricades, of course, were 4
weanon ol slruggle appropriate tooa
certain level ol military technique. The
developnmient of modern warfare has
renderaed them tess of a central element
in armed struggle, The real core of
Blangui's discovery wuas guite indepen-
dent of a particular military lorm. What
he recognised was that the scizure of
power s oa military question. [n order
for a new class to rule 10 1y essential thal
il witerly smash the anmed apparatus of
the old order. The only wayv to-achicve
that end 18 1o deploy superior aulilary
forces and this entails detadled military
preparation: the arnwng and training
of revolutionary” guard  capable of
tighting the encryy.

A large part ot the task ot breaking
up an army s, of course, political
the subversion of the military hicrarchy
and Lhe direct appeal to the ordmary
soidivers to make common cause with
their class brothers and sisters, There
arc, however, in any army special elite
units which 1l 1 inapossible to win over
and which have 1o he defeated. And
ewven the subversion of ordinary units
requires force,

*The secret of any army is that it is
mare dangerous Lo disobey than to obey,

33 of his 76 years incarcerated in thirty different prisons,

The reason why men ‘go over the top’
cven I slaughters like thie Somme in
World War One 15 that there s some
chance of surviving, To refuse orders in
the {ace of ithe enemy mceans ocktain
death at the hands of your own mitlitary
police. The revolution has 1o convince
the mass of soldiers that i is more
dangerous to light against 1t than to
disobey their officers. Thal means
shooting the officers who E':we Lhe order
to fire on workers.

All ol this Blanqui saw. He took it
setiously, organising to achieve thosc
ends, But his life was one of heroic
failure, best sumimed up by a series of
cvents towards the end of his life.

On October 31 1870, a spontancous
demonstration of workers called on
Blanqui to form a new government, He
accepted but was powerless to act, and
the insurrection collapsed. He wenl
undersround. bul his organisation was
in latters. His ncwspaper coltapsed from
lack of funds, On January 21 1871
menibers of s party fried again, but
Blangui retused (o jomm them, They
failled and Blanqui was [orced (o ledve
Paris, to be arrested on 17 March., On
18 March, the masses of Pans rose and
estabhished the Commune. Blangu, a
prisoner ol the reactionaries, could play
no part in that first great experiment in
workers' power.

What Blangui did not rccognise was
the decisive role of the masses in the
revolution. He saw Lhe mililary aspect
ol insurrection, but had no real grasp
ot Its vital political dimension, In s
History  of the Russin Revolution,
Trotsky made the following judgement
on Blanqui:

“Insurrcction 1s an art, and like all
arts 1t has its laws., The rules of
Blangul were the demands of a mili-
tary revolutionary realism. Blangui's
mistake lay not in his direct but his
inverse theorem. From the facl that
tactical weakness condemns a revol-

‘In this point history has con-
demned Blanauism. Bul only n ths,
His affirmative theorem retains all it
force. [n order to conquer power, the
proletanial needs more than a spon-
taneous insurrection, I necds 4
suilable organisalion, it needs a plan,
1t needs a conspiracy. Such is the
Leninist view of this question.”

An mmsurrection agamnsi the old order
is such an enormously ditficult task that
il can only succeed 1n the night circum-
stances, In Lenin's classic definition,
the old order must be mceapable of
conlinuing 1o rule, the masses must
demand a new order, and there must be
a consclious revolutionary party capable
of leading the masses. Such lortunate
conjunctures occur hut rarcly in history,
But they do occur,

It 15 the task of ithe revolulionary
patty (o prepare lor those moments.,
["'or success it 18 nccessary to have the
deepest implantation in ithe life of the
masscs. It 1s necessary that the masses
have learnt from long expernience o
trust the party in struggle. 11 s necessary
that the idea of socialism have permeated
the minds of {he masses. Il 1s necessary
that the masses themselves are prepared
tor fight for their own liberation. But it
is still, e¢ven then, necessary for the
insurrection to be organised as a tech-
nical operalion

[t is for this last reason that we have
to keep on defending those “harricades’
and to lcarn rthe tessons from Blanqui
Against  his reformist detractors, he
grasped a great truth and 4 revolutionary
truth. It 1s not the only lesson of revol-
uglionary politics, but it 18 an importanl
one. Those who attack “Blandguisny’,
‘putschism’™ and ‘lnsurrectionism’ are not
noiniing to a better road for socialism.
They altack the weaknesses and vices
of a great revolutionary in order to
justify their own  refusal ro  think
through the prohlems ot how the
working class can come 1o power, Their
road is a road to laillure and deleat.
Colin Sparks




