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International Class-Struggle Defense

Free Mordechai Vanunu!

On December |, Israeli nuclear technician Mordechai
Vanunu steps into the dock to stand trial for his life.
Charged with “espionage,” passing secrets and “aiding the
enemy” i.c., the rest of the world, Vanunu faces the death
penalty for exposing the peril of Israel’s nuclear arsenal of
100-200 bombs. In retaliation for his courageous act,
Vanunu was lured from London (with the connivance of
Thatcher's British Intelligence services) to Rome by the
Israeli. CIA, the Mossad, kidnapped and thrown into
Israel's notorious Shin Beth dungeon at Ashkelon where he
is now held in solitary confinement. Freedom for Morde-
chai Vanunu must become the rallying cry of all enemies of
imperialist militarism around the globe! '

That the Zionist terrorists, who routinely murder and
torture Palestinians, now havé their fingers on the nuclear
trigger is hardly new news. Indeed it is the common lore of
such novels as Gerald Seymour’s Glory Boys. The real
bombshell revealed by Vanunu in the London Sunday
Times (5 October 1986) was the extent of the Zionist
nuclear arsenal,.a fact Vanunu had learned during his nine
years as a nuclear technician in Israel’s top secret Dimona
weapons plant. Two hundred A-bombs are far more than
sufficient to wipe out every Arab capital, suggesting that
the Zionist madmen have their sights aimed at a much big-
ger target: the Soviet workers state. And now lIsrael has the
delivery system as demonstrated by recent successful tests
of the Jericho 2 ballistic missiles designed to carry nuclear
warheads over a range of 500 miles. Another version with a
900-mile range is expected shortly.

These missiles put strategic Soviet targets, including
Black Sea naval ports and Baku oi! fields, within Israel’s
reach. The Soviets responded with three stern warnings to
Israel including a July 27 Radio Moscow commentary in
Hebrew stating that the continued development of -the
missile could cause the Zionist state “to encounter conse-
quences that it could not possibly handle™ (New York
Times, 29 July 1987). But the Zionist international terror-
ists are perfectly capable of setting off World War I1I in
their drive to destroy their Arab neighbors and the Soviet
Union. Like Reagan, they harbor illusions that they can
survive but they are ready to make a suicidal sacrifice if
necessary. And while Israel is preparing its own holo-
caust, Gorbachev continues to pursue his pipe dream of
“peaceful coexistence™ with Israel’s quartermasters in
Washington. . ' .

The international Spartacist tendency and the Partisan
Defense Committee, a class-struggle, non-sectarian legal
defense organization in accordance with the political views
of the Spartacist League/U.S., have joined in the interna-
tional outcry over the victimization of Vanunu and have

sought to publicize his case internationally, In France our -

comrades of the Ligue Trotskyste de France have worked
closely with the “Committee for the Defense of Mordechai
Vanunu” in producing press dossiers on the case and
~ encouraging prominent public figures to speak out on
Vanunu's behalf. :
As a Moroccan-born Jew who converted to Anglican-

‘ Ll

Landau/Jerusalem Post
Courageous Mordechai Vanunu gagged by police
guards on way to court in Jerusalem, December 1986.

ism, Vanunu does not have a lot of defenders in Israel al-
though some, including among the Sephardic Jews of this
racialist and deeply polarized country, have responded
sympathetically. And his courageous stand has been recog-
nized and felt internationally. In Australia protesters
arrested for demonstrating against the CIA’s spy station in
Alice Springs gave their name in court as “Mordechai
Vanunu.” And Vanunu was recently named the recipient of
the 1987 Right Livelihood Award, known as the “alter-
native Nobel Prize,” and was nominated for the Nobel
Prize by the British Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation.
Noted author Gore Vidal wrote to the international Spar-
tacist tendency, “Yes,  think Vanunuisa hero and so ought
not to have a prize tarnished by such recipients as
Kissinger.”

Mordechai Vanunu did a great service for all of human-
ity in his courageous exposure of Israel's doomsday
machine. Now working people and all opponents of Zion-
ist terror and imperialist war worldwide must champion
the cause of freeing this heroic man from the hands of his
arrogant and brutal Israeli jailers who threaten to plunge
the world into nuclear Armageddon. We encourage our
readers to raise this issue in their unions, civil rights and
civil liberties organizations. Hail Mordechai Vanunu—
Make his freedom your fight! Send contributions and mes-
sages of support to: Mordechai Vanunu Legal Defense
Fund,-P.O. Box 45005, Somerville, MA 02145, USA. &

Contribute to the Partisan Defense Committee!
Contributiohs of $5.00 or more receive a subscrip-
tion to Class-Struggle Defense Notes, newsletter of
the'PDC, To make a donation or get a single copy of
the latest newsletter (3.75 each)} mail to: Partisan
Defense Committee, P.O. Box 99, Canal Street
Station, New York, NY 10013, USA. '
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of Lenin
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LY. Leonldov

Moscows Red Square, 7 November 1919: V R Lenin and Leon Trotsky, leaders of the Boishevik Revolutlon,

on its second anniversary.

ADAPTED FROM WORKERS VANGUARD
NG. 440, I3 NOVEMBER 1987

Seven decades ago there occurred the epochal event of
our times, the Russian October Revolution of 1917. As the
cruiser Aurora trained its guns.on the Winter Palace, a new
dawn broke for mankind. For the first time, the program of
proletarian revolution was given flesh and blood. Under
the leadership of the Bolshevik Party of Vladimir llyich
Lenin and Leon Trotsky, political power passed into the
hands of the working class. In its first act, the Congress
of Soviets of Workers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Deputies

© decreed land to the peasants, and offered a just aﬁd dem-

ocratic peace to all belligerent nations, to put an end to the

¢, slaughter of the imperialist world war. As the delegates rose

to sing the fnrernationale—"Arise ye prisoners of ‘star-
vation! Arise ye wretched of the earth!”—it was a clarion

““call for world socialist revolution. Seventy years later, the

Bolshevik Revolution remains the greatest victory for the
working people of the world.

The Russian Revolution was the living confirmation of
Trotsky s theory of “permanent revolution” —namely, that
in ‘the backward countries like Russia, the tasks associated
historically with bourgeois-democratic revolution cannot

" be accomplished by the weak bourgeoisie, but require the

of Russian Revolution

70th Anniversary
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* For a planned economy based on soviet democracy!

¢ Soviet archives belong to the Soviet peoples—

Open the history books!

L
F

e For unconditional defense of'the USSR against imperialism
and internal counterrevolution!

‘proletariat to take state power at the head of the oppressed

massés. This understanding enabled Trotsky to stand with

Lenin, against Zinoviev and Kamenev (and initially Sta-
“lin) who flinched in the face of the opportunity to take’
power, refusing to go beyond the struggle for bourgeons
democracy.

. However; lacking the expected support of victorious
revolutions in West Europe, the fledgling Soviet state was
surroundcd by a hostilé capitalist world.. Under these con-
ditions—after several desperate years of engulfing civil

_war, loss of industry, decomposition of railways and star- .

vation in the cities and countryside—there developed ten-
dencies toward demoralization and depoliticization ameng
the toiling masses and toward bureaucratic commandism -
and loss of programmatic ideals and of revolutionary con-
fidence among cadres of the new workers state. These ten-
dencies culminated in a political counterfevolution which
found its supreme leader in Joseph Stalin and its program
in the dogma of.“socialism in one country.” The forces of
-revolutionary internationalism, personified by Trotsky
after Lenin’s death, were defeated and later physically
exterminated. ,
- Yet fundamental conquests of the Bolshevik Revolution
have remained to this day, principally the collectivized
economy. built by ripping the productive resources out of
the hands of the capitalists and landlords. Ever since
November 1917, the imperialists have sought to bring back
capitalist exploitation. to the USSR, Today, with a war-
" crazed maniac in the White House who dreams of “bomb-
ing [Ru551a] in five minutes,” defense of the Soviet Union
against imperialism and capitalist counterrevolution is
-more than ever a duty for every class-conscious worker.

S"lalin’é Heirs and Stalin’'s Crimes

".To secure the rule of the bureaucratic caste, Stalin had to
destroy the entire Bolshevik leadership. Fifty years ago,
with_the infamous Moscow Trials and the Great Purge,
he 1nst|tuted a reign of terror that wiped out the entire
Cemral Committee which had made the Revolution—
.Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev Bukharin and the others—
. and decapitated the Red Army on the eve of Hitler's mva-
sion of the Soviet Union.
With Khrushchev's revelations at the 20th Party Con-
_ gress in. 1956, the lid was partially lifted on these years, of
infamy, only to. be clamped down again. Under Brezhnev
. the Kremlin sank into lethargy as the USSR was ruled by
. colorless gray.old men, leading some to recall the Stalin

years; with nostalgia—at least the lights burned late in the
Kremlin,

After a tentative start by Andropov and a retreat by
Chernenko, Soviet Communist Party leader Mikhail Gor-
bachev has vowed to get the country moving again. Sud-
denly there's great interest in the West in what’s going onin
Gorbachev's Russia. The words glasnost (openness) and,
perestroika (restructuring) have become so. commonvin‘

* political discourse they’re- not even translated from the
Russian.

A lot of the interest in Gorbachev's Russia rcﬂects the
-visible difficulties of American 1mper|allsm There is the
phenomenon of “Gorby chic™ kids in ‘London and New
York, wearmg T-shirts with Lenin’s portrait, with “CCCP"
(USSR in the Cyrillic alphabet) as a big “screw you” to
Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher. Reagan is still
going down in the aftermath of the Iran/ Contragate fiasco,
at loggerheads with the Democrats over domestic policy,
outmaneuvered on the Central American *“peace” plan,and
threatening the Iranians and the world by his irrational

. adventure in the Persian Gulf. And to top it off, there’s
the stock market crash—a. giant vote of capitalist no-
conf1dence in the imperialist leadership. After “Black Mon-
day,” the Wall Street Journal quoted a Wall Street quip:
“None of this would have happened if Reagan were still
President.” Hitler's Thousand Year Reich was finished in
12 yéars; the Reagan Revolution was over in half that.

To mark the 70th anniversary of the October Revolu-
tion, Gorbachev was slated to review the whole subse-
quent course of the Soviet Union. The editor of the weekly
magazine Ogonyok, the flagship organ of glasnost in Mos-
cow today, had said: “Gorbachev's speech will give us back
our past, both the good and the bad, so we may create our
future.” In fact the speech, delivered on November 2, wasa
lot limper than most people expected. His denunciation of
Stali;n‘s “repressive measures against a number of party
leaders and statesmen” was abstract and bloodless. Not a
single victim of the Moscow Trial frame-ups was named.in
this speech as having been executed. And egregiously, Gor-
bachev actually praised Stalin’s military leadershlp in
World War [I.

Garbachev lauded Stalin and Bukharin for defeating
Trotskyism—"it was essential to disprove Trotskyism
before the whole people, and to lay bare its anti-socialist
essence” (Soviet Weekly, 7 November). At the same time,
he endorsed Stalin against the Bukharinite Right Opposi-
tion in‘the late 1920s. After all the speculation in the West-
ern press that Gorbachev would officially “rehabilitate”




Bukharin, Zinoviev and Kamenev (and, some said, even
Trotsky), the speech denounced Zinoviev and Kamenev for
allying themselves with Trotsky and stopped short of
rehabilitating Bukharin, who was shot as an “enemy of the
people™ in 1938 after Stalin's show trial focusing on the
“Bloc of Rights and Trotskyites.”
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Red soldiers
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communism in
Moscow, 1917.

But the re-examination of Soviet history which began
under the slogan of glasnost has already turned into a polit-
ical minefield which is ripping holes in the fabric binding
together the bureaucracy. The discussions among the
Kremlin tops were so intense, the New York Times
(26 October) reported, that a heated Central Committee
plenum was devoted to Gorbachev's speech before it was
given. In the wake of this plenum—where Moscow party
leader Boris Yeltsin, known as a strong Gorbachev sup-
porter, lashed out at the slow pace of “reform™—there are
reports in the Western press that Yeltsin's threat to resign
his post may have been accepted.

Last February Gorbachev declared: “There should be no
forgotten names or blanks either in history or in litera-
ture.” For Gorbachev, overcoming the alienation of wide
sections of the intelligentsia from the administrative hacks
is a key to building enthusiasm for perestroika. Many intel-
lectuals are repelled by the drabness of official cultural life,
while the systematic falsification of Soviet history—the
treatment of Trotsky, Zinoviev, Bukharin and other Bol-
shevik leaders as non-persons—is an embarrassment to
Soviet scholars and even propagandists who want to deal
with their Western counterparts without the burden of lies
that no one believes and cover-ups that expose only their
perpetrators,

Gorbachev's“no blank pages™ has in effect sanctioned an
intense debate on Stalin’s role and on the fate of the Old
Bolsheviks. Last spring the organ of the Soviet Writers
Union published the novel Children of the Arbat by
Anatoly Rybakov. Thisdevastating portrayal of capricious
cruelty and terror in Stalin’s-Moscow during the 1930s
touched a raw nerve, producing a flood of letters. Oné such
letter by playwright Mikhail Shatrov (whose father was
shot on one bloody day in March 1937 when 6,200 were
slaughtered in four different camps) stated that Stalin
“objectively did more for its defeat—the [Russian revolu-
tionary] movement's—than our class enemies all together
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did.” About the same time, the June issue of Nauka i Zhizn
(Science and Life) published posthumously a 1965 lecture
by well-known writer Konstantin Simonov bitterly attack-

ing Stalin’s 1937 purge of Marshal Tukhachevsky and the -

Red Army officers. “If there had been no 1937, there would
have been no summer of 1941, he said, referring to the

‘Soviet army s collapse when Hitler's Operatlon Barbarossa '

began

Revolutlon and Truth

. In his own way Gorbachev recognizes that Trotskyism is
the left opposition to Stalin’s heirs: “Trotskyism was a
political current.whose ideologists took cover behind left-
st pseudo revolutionary rhetoric.” lf the discredited
.whole-cloth slanders of Trotsky as an “agent of 1mpenal-

ism™have been replaced in the mouth of the present Soviet .

'leaders by new distortions to serve Gorbachev's new pur-
posés, at least the way has been opened for elements in the
USSR who consider themselves leftist Communists to look
‘into the political record of Trotsky’s struggles against the
bureaucracy.

" This i§ despite the intentions of Gorbachev, whose 70th
anmversary speech was far more mealy-mouthed about the
qrgmqs of Stalin than the Khrushchev “revelations™ of three
decades ago (at least Gorbachev did manage to put in a
good word for Khrushchev). Khrushchev's famous “secret
speech" was delivered at a closed séssion of the 20th Party
Congress in1956. When Stalin died in 1953—after ex-
terminating all his opponents and building an apparatus
of one-man rule-backed up by massive secret-police ter-
ror—a power fight was unleashed within the bureaucracy.
The Kremlin tops—who had been accomplices in Stalin’s
crimes or at least had participated in covering them up—
needed to dismantle some of the more onerous and bizarre
aspects of Stalin’s paranoid personal dictatorship. Thus, a
few months after Stalin’s death, his much-feared head of
the secret police, Lavrenti. Beria, was shot in the Kremlin
and posthumously accused of having been a British spy
since 1919!

- Khrushchev’s denunciation of the “cult of personality”
was buttressed by the publication of Lenin’s Testamient,
dictated by Lenin during the period of December 1922-
January 1923 before the 12th Party Congress, but revealed

Publifoto

Nikita Khrushchev
denounces crimes
of Stalin at closed
session of 20th -
Party Congress,
- 1956, partially
lifting 1id on years
" of repression.

for the first time only verbaily and secretly to the delegates
at the May 1924 13th Party Congress and then suppressed
by Stalin. In referring to Lenin’s Testament, in his 2 No-
vember address Gorbachev carefully omitted Lenin’s call
that-“the comrades think about a way of removing Stalin
from that post,” namely, general secretary (Collected
Works, Val. 36, p. 596. [Moscow, 1966]). Gorbachev™
wanted to clearly signal the permissible limits of glasnost

But it’s not s¢ easy. During the “Khrushchev thaw,” a
important layer of the Soviet political elite became aware
of some salient aspects of Russian history. It is. known that
Lenin, in the last critical months of his active life, waged-a
fnght agamst bureaucracy. But the bureaucracy won, and
that: fact is decisive in understandmg the Sov1et Umon
today.

Lénin formed a po!mcal bt’oc with Trotsky agam.s't the
rro:ka of Stalin and his then-allies Zinoviev and Kameney.
He sought Trotsky’s active support in defense of the state
monopoly of foreign trade and'in curbmg the abuges of the

““Workers"and Peasants’ Inspection” (Rabkrin) which was

headed by Stalin until the middle of 1922 and still closely

»assocnated with him thereafter. Particularly, Lenin sought

to gear up Trotsky to lead a sharp struggle agamst Stalin’s
highhanded abuse of the nationalities, partlcularly( the
Georgians, who after enduring national oppressnon under
the tsar wanted guarantees of the equality of nations in the
union of Soviet republics.. Lenin insisted that “exemplary
punishment must be inflicted” on Grigory Orjonikidze,
Stalin’s chief lieutenant, for brutality and Great Russian
chauvmlsm in the Georgian affair. And he added: “The
polmcal responsnblllty for all this truly Great-Russian
nationalist campaign must, of course, be laid on Stalinand
Dzerzhinsky” (“The Question of Nationalities or ‘Autono-
misation’” [December 1922}, ibid., p. 610).

But Trotsky pulled back from the sharp struggle Wthh
Lenin urged. He was unable to discern in advance where

.Stalin was going (Stalin probably didn’t know either). And

he was in some isolation: while now being the number two
leader in the Soviet state, he had only joined the Bolsheviks
aftet the February Revolution (despite having then
personally led the October). He féared being thought
personally self—seekmg Trotsky was constrained to be too
modest for too long when the necessities of maintaining a

oy et gl
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revolutionary policy required that he urgently push the
Leninist policy which he espoused, and therefore push
himself.’

Under the conditions of the exhaustion and atomlzation
of the Soviet proletariat by the Civil War and the resultant
devastation of the economy—and the demoralization
engendered by the defeat of the 1923 German Revolution—
the sqviets.ceased to function as governmental organs, But
debate couid still take place within the Bolshevik Party and
in December 1923 the pages of Pravda were opened again
one last time for the ventilation of party discussion.

Lenin was incapacitated by illness and died on 21 Jan-
vary 1924 at the age of 54. At the 13th Party Conference
held in January 1924, Stalin and his allies in the “troika”
(Zinoviev and Kamenev) gutted party democracy to seize
the decisive ascendancy. In the fall of 1924 Sialin
announced his new schema of “socialism in one country™:
the negation of the Leninist understanding that the survival
of the October Revolution depended upon its extension
internationally, above all to the advanced capitalist
countries.

In The Revolution Betrayed (1936), Trotsky explained
the social basis for the rise of the bureaucracy as rooted in
scarcity: “When there is little goods, the purchasers are
compélled to stand in line. When the lines are very long, it is
necessary to appoint a policeman to keep order. Such is the
starting peint of the power ‘of the Soviet bureaucracy.”
“Socialism in one country” reflected in “theoretical”
terms the nascent bureaucracy’s acquisition of self-
consciousness; henceforth, it would act deliberalely to
preserve its privileges.

‘To further consolidate his power, Stalin made and
unmade a senes of blocs with various party leaders, pursu-
ing an impressionistic zigzag course. For example, once he
had. smashed the Left Oppositionists he was free to adopt
sections of their program. Having opposed their proposals
to check the disastrous consequences unleashed by the
‘economic policies of the Right (led by Bukharin, Rykov,
Tomsky)—which turned its back on the necessity for a
policy of socialist industrialization, while giving the rich
peasants the upper hand in the countryside—Stalin then
turned around and imposed forced collectivization. The
wanton brutality and tremendous human cost of this
policy is supposed to be a secret in the USSR today. In

Wide World

Troika of Stalin,
Leon Kamenev
(second from
right) and
Gregory Zinoviev
grabbed control
of the party after
Lenin’s death.
(Second from

- left is Alexel
Rykov.)

= V.V. Loboda
V.1. Lenin in Gorki, 1922.

the course of this “left” turn, Stalin broke with and
politically destroyed the Bukharinite Right.

To secure the rule of the conservative bureaucratic caste,
it was not sufficient for Stalin to smash and isolate his polit-
ical opponents. He had even to destroy the Stalin faction
itself, since many of its leading members were opposed to
shooting Communist opponents of their faction.

At the {7th Congress of the already multiply-purged
party in 1934, Stalin’s re-election as general secretary
was conducted by secret ballot—and some 20 percent
voted against him. The 1934 assassination of Kirov—a
long-time member of the Stalin faction who was seen as
Stalin’s potential rival—became ‘the excuse for mass
murder, including a bloody revenge on the 17th Congress
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participants. Because of the secret ballot, Stalin was unable
to distinguish the “enemies” who had voted against him
from the “loyal™ 80 percent—so he essentially killed them
all. Khrushchev's 1956 speech revealed that 70 percent of
the Central Committee elected by the 17th Congress had’
been executed, along with an almost equal proportion of
the Congress delegates. .

The degeneration of the Bolshevik Revolution was mir-
rored in Moscow's direction of the world Communist
movement. In the mid-1920s the Communist Interna-
tional promoted revolution by bureaucratic means, some-

times (particularly associated with Zinoviev) engaging in

lightminded insurrectionary adventures. The Chinese
Revolution of 1925-27 found Stalin and his then-partner
Bukharin totally disoriented, first groveling before the
bourgeois-nationalist Kuomintang, then staging an insur-
rectionary adventure: the Canton Commune. Whatever
Stalin tried, nothing worked. During the so-called “Third
Period™ which began in the late 1920s, the Comintern was
given over to ultraleft and sectarian posturing—which in
Germany allowed Nazism to triumph without a struggle by
the powerful German proletariat.

Fearful of resurgent, rearming German imperialism
under Hitler, Stalin then desperately sought an alliance
with the “democratic” imperialist powers, France and
Britain, under the rubric of the “Popular Front” adopted in
1935. Stalin’s strangulation of revolutions abroad for the
sake of the “Popular Front” wént hand_ in hand with the
extermination of the Old Bolsheviks inside the USSR. The
Moscow Trials coincided with Stalin’s betrayal of the
Spanish Revolution in order to gain the confidence of the
capitalist rulers in Paris and London. Successful proletar-
ian revolution in Spain could have inspired the workers of
the world—and given the Soviet workers the revolution-
ary confidence to sweep out the:Kremlin oligarchy, Stalin,

[ ' ) -
instead, sent in wave after wave of GPU agents and
“commissars” to smashr-the advanced detachments of the
insurgent workeis movement who wanted to fight for
socialist revolution; his “practical” policy was that the
workers should uphold the Republic to “win the war”
against General Franco. The result was the triumph ‘of
Franco, who ruled Spain for the next four decades. This
was “socialism in one country” in action and at large. On
the basis of such crimes against the international prole-
tariat, Trotsky branded Stalin the “gravedigger of
revolutions.” ' _

From the time of his exile from Russia in 1929 until his
death at the hands of a Stalinist assassin in 1940, Trotsky
carried forward the banner of the Left Opposition, the con-
tinuator of the authentic tradition of Lenin’s Bolshevik
Party. As against the obscene spectacle of the false
“confessions” paraded at the Moscow Trials—confessions
secured not only by terror but by the bewildered victims®
belief that in going along with Stalin’s monstrous accusa-
tions they were “serving the Revolution”—Trotsky and his
comrades in Russia refused to “confess™ or to recant their
revolutionary views. _

Years later, Leopold Trepper, who was not a Trotskyist
(he was in fact a Polish Jewish Communist who created and
ran the Soviet “Red Orchestra” espionage network in Nazi
Germany and Occupied Europe during World War II),
paid .tribute to their steadfastness. Excoriating “all those
who did not rise up against the Stalinist machine,” he asked
“who did protest at that time?"” and then gave the answer:

: “The Trotskyites can lay claim to this honor.. . they fought

" Stalinism to the death, and they were the only ones who

odid. ... ’ -

. “Today, the Trotskyites have a right to accuse those who

, once howled along with the wolves. Let them not forget,
however. that they had the enormous advantage over us of

- having a coherent political system capable of replacing
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Sla]mism They had somethmg o cling to in the midst of
their profound distress at seeing the revolution betrayed.
They did not ‘confess,’ for they knew that their confession
*.would ‘serve neither the party nor socialism.”
R —Leopold Trepper, The Great Game ([977)

Contradlctlons of Gorbachev's Russia

The contrast between the feverish debate leadmg upto

Gorbachev’s 70th anniversary speech and its cautious con-

tent ‘highlights the contradictions of Gorbachev's' Russia.” ’

‘The Gorbachev line s a response by the Kremlin oligarchy
to. the changed realities in the’ ‘Soviet Union. The new
general secretary seeks to maintain bureaucratic admin-

istrative rule in the presence of a sizable cultured petty -

bourgeoisie and the felt needs of the Soviet masses for a
better life. The intellectual layer that Stalin pretty much
destroyed during his reign is now a significant stratum in
Soviet society, and it interpenetrates the bureaucracy.
Gorbachev—a representative of the new generation of Sta-
linist bureaucrats who did not participate personally in

- Stalin’s crimes—is also the first Soviet leader since Lenin
with a university education. It’s been a long time since the
direct and copen application of terror; no longer are there
millions of people in forced labor camps; police-state
repression has become more indirect. Under these con-
ditions and with these constraints, Gorbachev needs to
shake up the society as a means to overcome the sluggish-
ness of the Soviet economy,

The Kremlin bureaucracy confronts a new generation
which does not measure social and economic progress
against the devastated condition of Russia after it defeated
Nazi Germany in World War 11, Boris Kagarlitsky, a
Soviet sociologist and a principal organizer of the newly-
formed Federation of Socialist Clubs, notes:

. “The country which Gorbachev has inherited is already

not the same as the one that came into Khrushchev's -

Basn Blackwell Inc.
Left Oppositionists in Siberian exile demonstrate on anniversary of the Bolshevik Revolution, 1928. The center
banner, with pictures of Lenin and Trotsky, proclaims: “Long Live the chtatorshlp of the Proletariat ?

hands. It is an urbamzed soc1ety with a large number of
hereditary townspeople and skilled workers.... Young
people have no memory of the poverty of the fomes but
react acutely to any threat to lower their present standard
of living.” .
—ANew Left Review, July/August 1987 -
What is involved here is not simplya hankerlng after West-
ern gadgetry and consumerism. There is 4 sensé in Russia,
unlike in the West, that the country is supposed to belong
to the working people. In fact, according to official ideol-
ogy, the USSR is supposedly “building socialism” and
moving toward a classless society—the disappearance of
social inequality on the basis of material plenty. The peo-
ple are bound to wonder why an economy that can put sat-
ellites into space “can’t” make a decent pair of sneakers.
Gorbachev thus confronts a very different political con-
sciousness than in the capitalist West. Traveling to Mur-
mansk, high above the Arctic Circle, the Soviet leader
spoke of “revolutionary tasks” and gave the marching
orders: “Work—this is what should be done now.” That
will certainly pose radical changes in a country where dur-
ing the Brezhnev period the standard joke was: “we pre-
tend to work, they pretend to pay us.’
In moving to accelerate economic growth Gorbachev has
more than exhortation in mind. Under the rubric of
perestroika the present Kremlin leadership- aims to

" minimalize centralized economic planning in favor of

“market socialism™ along the lines of Yugoslavia and Hun-
gary. This program if implemented—and there is bound to
be powerful resistance to perestroika not only among the
working class but also from vested interests within the bu-
reaucracy—will undermine collectivized property and
strengthen the internal forces for capitalist restoration. In
Yugoslavia four decades of “market socialism” in the name
of “self—management have produced the highest inflation
rate in Europe, East or West, massive unemployment and
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intensified national conflicts which can rip the country
apart. Gorbachev's Russia is a long way from present-day
‘Yugoslavia, but perestroika'is a first step down that road.
At the same time, the policy of glasnost has unleashed
enormous political and intellectual ferment. A broad spec-
trum of hetérogeneous socialist-oriented informal groups,

- the nyeformaly, is beginning to surface. According to
Ogonyok, there are 1,000 of these nyeformaly groups in

Moscow alone, another 200 in Leningrad, ranging from

“Green™ ecological groups to rock clubs and radical-
socnahst circles. The Gorbachev regime has tolerated these
groups’ (and some elements of the regime have evidently
.been promoting them), but this is juridically reversible—
the unofﬁcnal groups can suddenly become really unof-
fmnal Already the top hacks of the Komsomol (Com-

munist Youth) are mapping out a strategy to combat this .

‘proliferation of polmcal groups outside the bureaucracy’s
direct:control:
“The document prepared by the Komsomol propaganda
. . department says that many of the groups serve a valuable
function, but it complained that others read the works of
such politically unacceptable thinkers as Leon Trotsky,
and that some seem to be sctting themselves up in com-
petition with state organizations.” .
—New York Times, 8 November
With the lid of repression lifted after 60 years, some vile
creatures are also crawling out of the political under-
ground. The most sinister development under glasnost has
been the more public emergence of nativist Russian fas-
cism represented by Pamyat (Memory), which demon-
strated in front of the Kremlin last May. (See “Bolshevik
Revolution Smashed the Anti-Semitic Black Hundreds:
Pamyat—Russian Fascists Raise Their Heads,” Workers
Vanguard No. 434, 7 August.) Railing against heavy metal
rock music, alcoholism, drugs and the “loose morals” of
Soviet youth, this group harks back to the anti-Semitism of
the tsarist Black Hundreds. It is trying to fuse the worst
excrescences of Stalinism—which used anti-Semitism
against the Trotskyist Left Opposition—with the back-
wardness embodied in the old Russian Orthodox Church.
But Pamyat’has a problem—they are nativist Russian fas-

cists who are, however, constrained to appeal to the patri-
otism of all the Soviet peoples—because half the popula-
tion of the Soviet Union consists of non- Russian
nauonalmes

-~Pamyat is not some collectlon of churchgoing old peo-

‘ple and right-wing nutcases on the fringe of Soviet society.

Some of its leaders are drawn from elements of the
bureaucracy and the organization reportedly has the pro-
tection of the Ministry of Aviation Industry as well as top-
level elements of the Communist Party hierarchy.. Trotsky
observed in the Transitional Program that “all shades of
political thought are to be found among the bureaucracy:
from genuine Bolshevism (Ignace Reiss) 1o’ complete fas-
cism (F. Butenko),” with the Stalinist center playing a
bonapartist role. The tendency toward such polarization
exists because the ‘bureaucracy is not a ruling class but a
caste’ which has no ideological justification for it§ fule,
claiming to stand’ for the revolutionary’ 1deals Wthh n
betrays. :

~ Even the mystical blood-and-soil rhetoric which isa hall-
mark of fascism can find an echo among some Stalinist
apparaichiks. For'example, in the mid-1960s a function-
ary of the Moscow' Komsomol distributed a leaflet
demandmg

“l.ove for the motheriand is a necessary and sufﬁcaem
- condition foricitizenship. A cult of the ancestors must be

set up..... ;
AL frn,rsl a long campalgn must be conducted in favor of
native, moral and physiological values of virginal purity
and honor and to persuade young people of the criminal
nature ofprcma_lrltal sexual intercourse. We must not stop
even at promotmg ancient peasant customs: painting gates
with tar, public showing of the sheet after the wedding
night, corporal punishment of women who give them-
selves 1o foreigners, brandmg and sterilization of lhem
' —reproduced in Alexander Yanov,
' The Russian New Right (1978)

The strain of nativist Russian fascism represented by
Pamyat has provoked widespread repulsion among the
intelligentsia and political elite. A meeting last August in
Moscow of 600 representatives from 50 unofficial groups
was in large part a response to Pamyat. Qut of this meeting

‘%
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Russian Orlhodox priests march at head of Black Hundreds pogromists,
1907. Mad monk Rasputin (right) symbolized last days of tsarist autocracy.
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came two associations. One was a Circle of Social
Initiatives, with a loose membership and a broad social
program along the lines of the West European Greens,
whose declaration proclaimed -the ideals of “socialism,
democracy, humanism and progress.” The second was the
Federation of Socialist Clubs, including 16 groups who
signed a manifesto. The Socialist Clubs, which seem to
include a component of veterans of the Red Army inter-
vention in Afghanistan, are also extremely heterogeneous
politically. They include the Perestroika Club, sponsored
by some of Gorbachev’s closest economic advisers. Others
a‘re_'.named the Che Guevara Brigade and Young Interna-
tionalist Communards.

The Federation’s manifesto contains an implicit denun-
ciation of Pamyat, a demand to “democratise the electoral
system” and a call “to show support and solidarity to revo-
lutionary, liberation and democratic movements in the
capitalist world and in developing countries” (London
Guardian, 12 September). At the same time, it declares that
the “life and death of socialism in the USSR hang on
whether perestroika succeeds” and demands “to switch the
economy to self-management.”

While there are many contradictory tendencies within
the Socialist Clubs and other nyeformaly, the political and
intellectual climate in Gorbachev’s Russia is vastly differ-
ent from the Poland of Solidarnosé in the early 1980s.
Solidarnos¢ was a company “union” for the CIA, the
Vatican and the Wall Street and Frankfurt bankers. Its
leaders and supporters hailed Ronald Reagan and were
bankrolled by U.S. imperialism. They reviled Poland’s
greatest Marxist, Rosa Luxemburg, and idolized Marshal
Pilsudski, the fascistic dictator of inter-war Poland.

In Gorbachev's Russia some number of intellectuals and
politically-minded workers are seeking the road back to
Lenin. The conditions are ripe for the regeneration of
Leninist-Trotskyist understanding. For as stated in the

Transitional Program, the founding document of the
Fourth International, written 50 years ago, the “indestruc-
tible force” of Trotskyism in the USSR “stems from the fact
that it expresses not only revolutionary tradition but also
today’s actual opposition of the Russian working class.”
“A fresh upsurge of the revolution in the USSR, Trotsky
wrote, “will undoubtedly, begin under the banner of the
struggle against socia/ inequality and political oppression.”

Today, a program for political revolution in the Soviet
Unien, to oust the privileged bureaucracy and defend the
gains of October, can be elaborated beginning with the
slogans: Stalin abused central planning—For central plan-
ning with soviet democracy! Soviet archives belong tothe
Soviet peoples—Open the history books! For uncondi-
tional defense of the USSR against imperialism and
internal counterrevolution! These can be the basis of a rev-
olutionary program to return the Soviet Union to the road
of Lenin and Trotsky.

For Central Planning with Soviet Democracy!

Under the slogan of perestroika, Gorbachev has called
for “streamlin[ing] our bloated bureaucracy” of 18 million
functionaries, roughly 1$ percent of the working popula-
tion. in his speech to the Central Committee last January,
he argues that the lack of democracy has produced wide-
spread alienation among the working class. A whole stra-
tum, including young people, have become “cynical,” only
interested in “material well-being and gain by any means,”
work discipline is breaking down, and there is an increase
in alcoholism and drugs. And all these are obstacles to
economic development. -

Fifty years ago, Trotsky wrote of the l1mlts of Stalmlst
industrialization:

“h is possible 1o build gigantic factories accordmg to
a ready-made Western pattern by bureaucratic com-

mand—although, 1o be sure, at triple the normal cost. But
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.. cripple Soviet

© . economy.
For workers
control at

‘the point of
production and
central planning
based on soviet
democracy!

the farther you go, the more the economy runs into t_he
problem of quality, which slips out of the hands of the

bureaucracy like a shadow. The Soviet products are as .

. though branded with the gray label of indifference. Under
2 nationalized economy, qualiry demands a democracy
of producers and consumers, freedom of criticism and
initiative—conditions mcompatlble with a totalitarian re-
gime of fear, lies and flattery.”

) —The Revolution Betrayed (1936)

Trotsky's Transitional Program presents a program fora
way out of this impasse, for “a revision of planned economy
from top to bottom in the interests of producers and con-
sumers,” for workers control at the point of production as
the foundation of genuine workers democracy. But this
program means the ouster of the Kremlin bureaucracy,

.which is a parasitic casfe'-sittin'g atop the working class,
analogous to the trade-union bureaucracy under Western
capitalism.

As an alternative to workers democracy, the Gorbachev
regime proposes market-oriented economic reforms. These
were decreed at the June 1987 Central Committee meeting
and enacted shortly after in the new Law on State Enter-
prises. According to Gorbachev's program for “Funda-
mentally Restructuring Management of the Economy,” by
the end of 1990’ individual enterprises will determine what
they produce and in what quantities, except for the mili-
tary sector. Most subsidies of prices will eventually be
eliminated. Enterprise managers will be able to cut wages

an'd bonuses, and to sack “redundant' workers. If their rev-

enues still don't cover costs, they’ll be shut down.

. Stalin gave centralplanmng a bad name. The economic
lllS_, of the Soviet Union today are not the result of central
planning. By ripping the productive resources out of the
hands of the capitalists and landlords and overcoming the
anarchy of the market, the Soviet Union was able to make

the leap from a backward peasant country into a great

industrial/military power in a few decades of brutal efforts.
- Centralized planning was. a vital factor in this historic and
progressive achievement. The Soviet Union has built an
economy where there’js a job for everyone who wants to
work, free universal education, free health care. There may

be infuriating shortages, but no hunger in contrast to the
U.S. where there are 20 million chronically hungry. Hous-
ing is tight—many young couples live with their in-laws—
but no one lives in the street, compared to hundreds of
thousands of homeless in the U.S.

It is the Stalinists’ bureaucratic distortion of the planned
economy which has brought the Soviet Union to stagna-

tion. And dismantling central planning while wooing

imperialist giants to set up joint enterprises and generating
a new class of petty capitalist entrepreneurs will necessar-
ily. produce unemployment and inflation, fueling thé
internal forces pushing toward the bloody restoration of
capitalism.

The National Question in the USSR

Centralized planmng has also been key to welding
together the more than 100 nations and national groups
which' make up the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
The centralized allocation of economic resources has con-
tributed greatly to substantially ngrrowing the once vast’
gulf separating the Turkic-speaking peoples of Soviet
Central Asia—nomadic herdsmen only a few generations
ago—from the peoples of European Russia. A factory
worker in Bokhara and Tashkent receives a similar wage
scale and social services as his fellow workers in Moscow,
Leningrad and Kiev. Contrast this with Yugoslavia where
“market socialism™ and enterprise self-management has
widened national inequality and dangerously aggravated
natiofial antagonisms.

Thé imperialists lust to exploit national feeling within
the Soviet Union as a battering ram for counterrevolution,
notably through the Zionist-orchestrated campaign to
“Free'Soviet Jewry” as well as through the ClIA-led “cap-
tive nations” rightists. When the Red Army intervened in
Afghanistan, the imperialists were salivating that lslamic
fanaticism would insinuate its way among the Muslim peo-
ples of Soviet Central Asia. (In fact, many of the Sowviet .
troops in Afghanistan come from those areas and know
very well that the October Revolution liberated their home-
lands_from terrible backwardness.) Earlier this year, Radio
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Free Europe promoted a nationalist provocation in Esto-
nia—which managed to attract all of a few hundred people.

But until political revolution restores Leninist interna-
tionalism to the Kremlin, the nationalities question will
remain a time bomb. Thus last December, thousands of
students staged a violent protest in Alma Ata, Kazakhstan
after Gorbachev ousted Kazakh party leader Dinmu-
khamed Kunaev and replaced him with an ethnic Russian.
In his speech to the Central Committee last January, Gor-
bachev addressed the concern that the Soviet Union could
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Tatars protest near Kremlin, 25 July 1987. Tatars were
brutally expelied from Crimea in 1944 after Stalin
falsely charged they were all Nazi collaborators.
110,000 perished on forced march to Central Asia.

be destroyed by an escalation of conflicting national
claims. In particular, his regime seems to be moving toward
some sort of resolution of the Jewish question, mooting a
two-pronged policy: to allow the emigration of those Jews
{many of them Zionists) who wish to leave; and at the same
time, to eliminate the “nationality” category on internal
passports, thereby facilitating the full assimilation as
Soviet citizens of the vast majority of Soviet Jews who have
no desire to become Israelis (or, more commonly, New
Yorkers).

The Bolshevik Revolution created the basis for the full
emancipation of all the nations of the former tsarist “prison
house of peoples.” But Stalin, with his nationalistic per-
spective, adapted to and revived Great Russian chauvin-
ism. On the eve of World War 11, as he was murdering the
cream of the Red Army officer corps, Stalin rehabilitated
the Russian Orthodox Church—a nest of anti-Semitism
before the Revolution—as an instrument for propagating
patriotism, When the war broke out, Stalin’s policies had

had such a catastrophic effect that large sections of the
Ukrainian and some other non-Russian peoples actually
welcomed the invading Nazis. By way of revenge, Stalin
then deported entire peoples from their territories. To
counter the growth of right-wing nationalism fueled by
Stalin’s policies, Trotsky in 1939 raised the recognition
of the right of seif-determination for a Sovier Ukraine.
For Marxists, the democratic right of national self-
determination, however justified, is subordinate to the
class principle of defense of proletarian state power against
capitalist restoration.

Contradictions of Perestroika

When collective farm workers at a farm in Kazakhstan
recently took advantage of the new law for election of man-
agers by voting out a petty tyrant, the ousted director began
a hunger strike at the regional Communist Party head-
quarters. He charged “crude violations of .. .existing rules
of Nomenklatura,” referring to the system whereby man-
agerial posts are filled from lists of party-approved officials
(Financial Times, 21 October). ]

But opposition to perestroika is not limited to fearful
apparatchiks; working-class resistance is also being felt.
Moscow News (No. 38, 27 September) reported a bus driv-
ers strike in Chekhov, about 40 miles outside of Moscow,
because of a change in the system of wage payment. This
was so unusual they didn't know what to call it, so the
article was headlined “Incident.” The bureaucracy’s
response was also noteworthy: within 90 minutes they got
high-ranking regional leaders down to the bus barns to cool
things out, and the manager was hauled before the city
party committee and reprimanded. A month later there
was a report of a three-day strike at the Likino bus plant.
This time Moscow News (No. 42, 25 October) headlined
*An Emergency” and admitted to a work stoppage. Facing
speedup, piece rates, “Stakhanovite” wage differentials,
and the prospect of inflation and layoffs, some sections of
the Soviet workers are getting “involved” over perestroika
in a way that Gorbachev & Co. did not intend.

Already at the time of the “trade-union controversy” in
the winter of 1920-21, Lenin pointed out that Soviet Russia
“is a workers’ state with bureaucratic distortions” (“The
Party Crisis,” January 1921, Collected Works, Vol. 32,
p. 48 [Moscow, 1965}). Therefore, he said, the Commu-
nists must “use these workers’ organisations to protect the
workers from their state, and to get them to protect our
state” (“The Trade Unions, the Present Situationand Trot-
sky's Mistakes” [December 1920], Collected Works, Vol.
32, p. 25[Moscow, 1965]). After more than 60 years of Sta-
linist political domination of the Soviet Union, the fight for

- unions independent of bureaucratic control, for factory

committees to institute workers control of production at
the base, is a cornerstone of the fight for soviet democracy,
and must be based on defense of socialized property.

To dampen working-class distrust of perestroika, the
Gorbachev regime is making a big to-do about “democra- .
tization™ at the enterprise level. Sovier Life (August 1987)

“highlighted the election of a'plant manager by a minibus

factory in Riga {Latvia) where the winning candidate was
favored by the administrative/technical staff and prom-
ised more efficiency rather than hlghcr wages or better
housing,

But there is a built-in contradiction: what happens when
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-workers vote against speedup, layoffs. and greater wage
differentiation? And if they can vote for plant managers,
pretty soon they will be demanding to vote for their higher-
ups as well. By offering Soviet workers the semblance of
democracy at the point of production, the Gorbachev
regime has opened the door to the demand for actual work-
ers democracy—the reconstruction of real soviets (work-
ers councils) and the re-enfranchisement of the working
people whose power was usurped by the Stalinists.

Soviet Archives Belong'to the Soviet Peoples!

At the January 1987 Central Committee meeting where
Gorbachev first laid out his policies for perestroika, he
_lmked them closely to glasnost He noted that the causes of

“the penod of stagnation” go “far back into the past and are
rooted in that spec1f1c historical situation in which, by
virtue of well-known circumstances, vigorous debate and
creative ideas disappeared.” Behind this euphemistic
reference to Stalin, a furious debate has been raging
over. questions of Soviet history. Unlike the 1956
“de-Stalinization™ campaign, which séon set carefully pre-
scribed limits, today Soviet historians,writers, journalists
and others are aggressively challenging taboo subjects. Al-
ready last winter, Moscow News (25 January) printed long

excerpts from Lenin's Testament, including the statement -~

that Stalin should be removed as general secretary.

Then in April the prominent literary journal Novy Mir
(New World) published “The Brest Peace” by playwright
Mikhail Shatrov. In this work, which was scheduled to
open at the Vakhtangov Theatre in Moscow on Novem-
‘ber 7, Trotsky, Bukharin and Zinoviev are presented more
or less historically accurately in the debates in the Bolshe-
vik Central’ Committee over signing the treaty of Brest-
Litovsk that took Soviet Russia out of the imperialist
world war in 1918. (To buttress the case against Trotsky as

n “ultraleftist,” however, Lenin is ludicrously misrepre-
sented " as the father of “peaceful coexistence.”) The
production of this play in Moscow explodes the fabrica-
tions of the Moscow Trials, as Lenin’s comrades-in-arms,
vilified and slaughtered by Stalin, have ceased to be

“non-persons.’

Among the Old ‘Bolsheviks, Bukharm is, as the Paris
social-democratic Libération pointed out, the* ‘most easily
remtegrated Bukharin’s call on peasants to “enrich your-
selves is the message some market-oriented reformers_
want to send today, to encourage the growth of a layer of
petty capltallsts His name is associated with the New
Economic Policy of the 1920s. Bukharin did not author
the NEP, Lenin did—and Trotsky anticipated Lenin in
proposing the “tax in kind,” re-establishing an economic
basis for the smychka, the alliance of the workers and peas-
ants. But Bukharin turned this policy, necessary to recover
from the ruin of the Civil War and the extremes of War
Communism, into a program, opposing the necessary
collectivization of agriculture and msnsung that industrial-
ization would have to proceed at a snail’s pace. Trotsky
pointed ot that the Soviet Umon did not have endless
time; if the urgént tasks of economic construction were not
addressed, ‘the Sovnel Union would not be able to with-
stand the economic and mllltary pressures of world
imperialism.

After being dumped as head of the Comintern and
ousted. from the Politburo in 1929, Bukharin submitted to
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State Fine Arts Publishers
Stalin school of falsification: In original photo (top)
Trotsky stands on the steps; in later versions, Trotsky
~was disappeared. The late Isaac Deutscher said
writing Trotsky’s biography was like dragging Trotsky
out “from under a mountain of dead dogs, a huge
load of calumny and oblivion:”
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Stalin, was later named editor of /zvestia and even wrote
the Stalin constitution two years before his execution. Thus
at various points Bukharin served as the chief |deolog1cal
apologist for the Stalin regime.

As far as Trotsky is concerned, however, the debate in
Gorbachev's Russia is all over the map. Inearly July, Mos-
cow News editor Yegor Yakovlev wrote a long article kick-
ing off the series “Thus We Began™ in [zvestia (12 July) on
“The First Government” of the Soviet republic. Among
those who were considered “heros and martyrs of the Rev-
olution,” he lists “Foreign Affairs—L.D. Bronstein (Trot-
sky).” On 20 September another article in the same series,

by Izvestia’s chief political commentator Aleksandr Bovin.

quoted at length the powerful speech by Trotsky when he
walked out of the Brest peace negotiations:
™ “We hope—said the People’s Commissar of Foreign
Affairs—that shortly the exploited working masses of all
countries will take power into their hands like the working
people of Russia have. We are rerhoving our armies and
our people from the war....
“At the same time we declare that the conditions as sub-
mitted to us by the governments of Germany and Austria-
Hungary are opposed in principle to the interests of all
peoples.”

Equally significant was the publication in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs daily bulletin Vestnik (Messenger) of a
photocopy of instructions by Foreign Minister Trotsky to
the Soviet envoy in Scandinavia. Along with exhortations
to use armistice negotiations as an instrument of revolu-
tion, the letter insists on the Bolshevik opposition to secret
diplomacy: “The openness [glasnost] of all negotiations is
for us, of course, a question of principle” (Christian Sci-
ence Monitor, 4 September).

- All thi_s was evidently too much for the “conservatives,”
and by the end of the month they counterattacked. On
September 28, virulent anti-Trotskyist diatribes were pub-
lished both in Sovetskaya Rossiva, the newspaper of the
Russian Republic, and the trade-union daily Trud.

Der Spiegel (27 July) reported on a meeting where
pandemonium broke out when Yuri Afanasyev, rector of
the Moscow State Historical Archives Institute, said he
was in favor of the publication of Trotsky's works. An old-

timer reportedly yelled out: “You have read Trotsky and
are sitting here in comfort. Do you know how many peo-
ple were sent to Siberia for that?” While some informa-
tion on Stalin’s crimes has “trickled down” to the Soviet
people, the study of the real history of the Stalin years is
permitted only to a relative handful of apparatchiks, prop-
agandists and academics with privileged access to the
official archives. Let the Soviet people know the truth—
open the archives! Soviet publications now devote pages to
discussing and denouncing Trotsky and Trotskyism. Let
the Soviet people judge for themselves—publish Trotsky’s
writings in Russia!

Defend the Soviet Union—

For Revolutionary Internationalism!

The third leg of Gorbachev's policy, in addition to
glasnost and perestroika, is pushing even more for
“détente” with U.S. imperialism. A summit meeting has
been announced for December 7 in Washington between
the Soviet leader and President Reagan, at which a treaty is

* to be signed eliminating medium- and short-range nuclear

missiles. The U.S. administration has repeatedly refused to
place any limits on its scheme for space-based weapons to
regain nuclear first-strike capability against the Soviets.
After a couple of days of back-and-forth, the Kremlin
announced its acceptance of a summit without any Ameri-
can commitments.

Pentagon officials, meanwhile, are selling the treaty on
the basis that it is Reagan's original “‘zero option,” made in
1981 when NATQO was about to deploy the Pershing 2
missiles in West Germany, only eight minutes flying time
from Moscow. This plan was so advantageous to the West,
requiring that the Soviets give up many hundreds more
missiles than the U.S. would, 1t was designed to be—and
was—rejected by Moscow. Moreover, the U.S. plans to
offset the removal of Pershings by adding bombers and
other weapons. Once again, “arms control” in the mouth of
the Americans is a hoax serving to foster the development
of new weapons systems. The Soviet Union should build
and acquire whatever arms are necessary 1o defend itself!

- Stalin’s purge of
officer corps on eve
of Nazi invasion led
to initial Red Army
collapse. But Soviet
peoples rallied

to detense of

USSR and fought
heroically to defeat
Third Reich. Woman
bomber pilot was
member of one of
Red Air Force’s
three all-female
regiments.
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The Kremlin bureaucracy is rightly frightened of the
prospect of nuclear war, a fear shared by the mass of the
Soviet peoples who saw their land devastated and miltions
killed during the Civil War and again during World War I1.
But many in the Soviet Union understand that appease-
ment of the nuclear nuts in the White House is not the road
to peace. ]

Only a very foolish person would take exception in prin-
ciple to the USSR having to deal with the imperialists so
long as they exist and possess important sections of this
planet. But it is willful blindness—flowing from the con-
servative program of the Russian bureaucracy—to fail to
recognize that the American imperialists are vicious, irrec-
oncilable opponents of every revolution that has over-
thrown capitalist exploitation. The U.S. military program
is aimed at breaking the will of the USSR. In this context
the present efforts by Gorbachev & Co. to conciliate
imperialism are doubly dangerous. The only road to peace
lies through successful working-class revolutions that will
narrow the imperialists’ power base until they are finally
rendered impotent. As Lenin stated in his report of the CC
at the 8th Party Congress in March 1919: in the long run “it
is inconceivable for the Soviet Republic to exist alongside
of the impenalist states for any length of time. One or the

Workers Vanguard

Spartacist protest against 1981
opening of Polish Solidarnos¢’
New York headquarters.
Russian signs from left: 600,000
Red Army Soldiers Fell to
Liberate Poland from German
Nazis; For Military Defense of
the Soviet Bloc Against
Imperiatism!; Stalinism
.Undermines the Workers
States—For Trotskyist Parties

! _ ' to Power!

Soviet troops leaving
Afghanistan after
Kremlin announced
troop reductions.

New policy of
“reconciliation” -
will encourage -
murderous mullah
reactionaries. -

other must triumph in the end” (Collected Works, Vol. 29,
p. 153 [Moscow, 1965]).

One'thing the Democrats and the Reaganauts all agree
on is that “Afghanistan is the test” of Moscow’s good will.
They want to force the withdrawal of Soviet forces from
that strategically important country on the USSR’s south-
ern flank so that mullah-led reactionaries—who shoot
down civilian airplanes with American Stinger missiles—
can carry through their jihad against every form of social
progress. Last January, Afghan leader Najibullah called
for a government of “national reconciliation.” Yet there
never can or will ‘be “reconciliation” with these CIA-
financed feudalists who vow “death to Communism™ and
to all Communists, ' ’

The battle lines between social progress and medieval
reaction have been drawn in blood in Afghanistan, notably
over the status of women. A recent revealing article in the
London Independent (10 October) noted that the attempt
by the-petty-bourgeois leftist regime in Kabul to stop the
selling of girl brides, liberate women from the veil (an all-
encompassing head-to-toe shroud) and introduce female
literacy classes was “an important factor in fanning the
rural rebellion.” Now, “in keeping with the new policy
of national reconciliation...aggressive campaigning for

R e 1Y JEI'
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women’s rights has been shelved.” Yet the progress already
made cannot be undone without blocdshed. Parucularly n

thetowns, the number of women in schools and waTkplaces - -

has dramatically increased; over half the students at Kabul
‘University are women. If Gorbachev were to sacrifice
. ‘Afghanistan to placate Washington, the price would be a
bloodhath of Afghan women at the hands of the rabid
Afghan fundamentalists.

Afghamstan became the centerpiece of Democrat
Carter’s anti-Soviet “human rights” campaign and the pre-
text for the American boycott of the Moscow Olympics.
The international Spartacnst tendency forthrightly pro-
" claimed “Hail Red Army in Afghanistan!” and called to

“Extend Social Gains of the October Revolution to Afghan
Peoples!™ This sentiment is shared by many in the Soviet

,Umon including notably veterans of the Afghan war who.
are becoming increasingly assertive. An American librar-"

ian wrote to the New York Times (30 August) about hav-

ing seen a spirited demonstration in Leningrad by Afghan-,
istan war veterans, who laid a wreath at a memorial to°
those who died to defend the October Revolution during
the Civil War; and an unauthorized meeting ofAfghan vets’
was reportedly held recently in Ashkabad in Soviet Ccn-'

tral Asia.

In a recent article in Pravda reviewing readers’ letters on
Afghanistan. one reader, the father of Sergeant Yuri
Shevchenko who died fighting in Afghanistan, voiced a
common complaint, asking that there be a recognition of
his son’s sacrifice on his gravestone: “Why can’t it say that
he died carrying out his international duty in Afghanistan?
What are we ashamed of 7" (Pravda monthly English edi-
tion, October 1987). What the Kremlin tops are ashamed of

is anything that smacks of “exporting revolution,” which’

Stalin forswore. -In his speech to the 27th CPSU Congress

last year, .Gorbachev also denounced the . “Trotskyite” ..

heresy of “revolutlonary war," adding: “Today, too, we are

' mternauonal revolutionary wars.’

firmly convinced that pushing revolutions from outside,
and doubly so by military means, is futile and inadmissi-
.ble™ (New York Tindes, 10 March 1986). R
Contrary to those who today paint h|m as a pea;ceful
coexistence”-nik, Lenin authored the plank of the March
1919 party program denouncing disarmament under-cap-
italism as “the reactionary philistine illusion of 'petty-
bourgedis democrats” and calling instead for * ‘arming the
‘proletariat and disarming the bourgeoisie” (“Preamble to
the Military Section of the Programme,” Collected Works;
Vol. 29, p. 130 [Moscow, 1965]). The Russian Communist
'Party (Bolsheviks) was formally committed to achieving
victory over capitalism “both in civil wars at home and in
> Today it can be no dif-
ferent, as from Central America to Indochina and Afghan-
istan the 1mpenalists are exporting counterrevolution
whose -ultimate aim is to-dismember the USSR and “roll
back™ the revolutionary gains of 1917, a ¢
" The futility of appeasing the relentless imperialist foes of

_ the Soviet Union was shown by the.disastrous results of

.Stalin’s faith in- his pact with Hitler. The spiit between Sta-

linism and Bolshevism is fundamental: the line was drawn
““in blood, not only the blood of the Old Bolsheviks shed by

Stalin’s terror inside the USSRy but also the blood of
aborted and betrayed proletarian struggles from China to
Spain to Nicaragua or South Africa today, where the felt
need of the oppressed masses for the revolutionary trans-
formation of society cries out for mtransngcnt revolunon~
ary leadership. )

Trotsky's conclusion, written in 1940, is valid today as
imperialism prepares a nuclear Operanon Barbarossa
against the homeland of the October Revolution: “Only

“ the world fevoldtion can save the USSR for socialism.

But the world revolution carries with it the inescapable:
“blotting out of the Kremlin oligarchy.” Return 1o°the road
‘ of Lemn arza' Trotsky’l ’
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TASS from Sovfoto

Kremlin Ieader Mikhail Gorbachev exhorts Soviet oll workers to work harder. Only workers’ overthrow of

bureaucrallc caste can revitalize Soviet economy

The Russian Questmn and Gorbachev

We are publishing below rwo sections, ”The Russzan
Question and Gorbachev” and “Deng’s China and Polit-
ical Revolution,” from the document “"Toward Revo-
lutionary Conjunciure” written for the Eighth National
Conference of the Spartacist League/U.S. A draft of the
first section, approved by the SL/U.S. Political Bureau on
June 16, appeared in Workers Vanguard No. 432, 10 July
‘1987, The document appears here as amended and adop!t-
ed by the SL National Conference on 19 September

a8

" The paralysis of the Reagan regime parallels and tosome
degree interacts with the emergence of a new, more compe-
-tent and reform-minded leadership in the Soviet Union. In
the media and American bourgeois political circles the con-
trast is made between the lazy, ineffectual and dull-witted
Reagan and the energetic, able and highly intelligent
Gorbachev. More substantively, significant sections of the
American bourgeoisie and its allies believe Reagan incom-
petcnt 10 negotiate advantageously with Gorbachev, who
-appears decidedly more willing than his predecessors in the

Kremhn -to make major concessmns to 1mper|allsm for the
sake of “peaceful coexistence.”

Under the watchwords glasnosi (openness) and pere-
stroika ‘(restructuring), the two-year-old Gorbachev re-
gime has effected dramatic changes-in the Soviet Union.
From the White House basement 1o cafeterias in Mgscow
factories, people are asking: what does it all mean, where is
Russia going? '

Schematlcally, the current developments in the Soviet
Union can be broken down into three major components,
which Gorbachev and his supporters regard as integrally
linked. One, there is a genuine liberalization. of political
and intelléctual life marked by an outpouring of criticism
and dissent within both the bureaucracy and intelligentsia;
the relaxation of censorship and publication of long-
suppressed works; the freeing of some political prisoners
(there weren't many); renewed attacks on the historic
crimes of Stalin; and a purge of the bureaucracy, including
at the highest levels, for corruption and other violations of
legality. Two, there is a strenuous effort to accelerate eco-
nomic growth by increasing the rate of investment and by
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strengthening labor discipline through anti-alcoholism/
anti-absenteeism campaigns as well as widening wage and
income differentials. Three, Gorbachev has expressed a
strong desire to improve relations with Western (and
Japanese) imperialism, indicating a willingness to make
greater concessions than his predecessors in the Kremlin,
especially to secure arms control.

The Gorbachev regime is not an aberrant developmentin

the Soviet Union. Rather it is a response to the mounting -

objective pressures upon the Soviet bureaucracy since the
mid-1970s, centrally matching the massive military buildup
of U.S. imperialism, during.a period of decelerating
economic growth. Additignally, the Gorbachev regime
reflects the recrudescence of a Soviet intelligentsia both
overlapping but also to some degree alienated from the
bureaucracy.

.. Gorbachev, like Andropov befdre him, has sharply con-

demned -the stultifying complacency and fatuous self-
congratulation- as well as the rampant corruptlon and
nepotism of the last Brezhnev years. These attitudes in part
reflected the genuine accomplishments of the first decade
of .the Brezhnev era. Between 1965 ,and 1975 the Soviet
Union simultaneously achieved a rough strategic nuclear
parity with the U.S., which was bogged down by the Viet-
nam War, and increased the living standards of its citizens
by around 50 percent. Additionally, the Kremlin was able
to massively subsidize East Europe, Cuba and various

_Third World client states.

Behind the Economic Slowdown

. Beginning in the mid-1970s things began to go badly for
the Soviet bureaucracy. U.S. lmperlallsm partly recovered

- fromthe effects of the Vietnam War and began a major mil-
‘itary buildup aimed at restoring nuclear first-strike

capability. At the same time, the Soviet Union was experi-
encing a sharp decline in economic growth. The period
1977-1982 marked the worst economic performance in the
post-World War Il history of the USSR.

Historically, the growth: of Soviet industrial develop-
ment has been what Western bourgeois economists call
extensive growth, constructing new factories and increas-
ing the labor force to match. During the 1970s, 80 percent
of Soviet industrial investment went into new construction
compared to only 50 percent in the U.S. By the early 1970s
the Soviet Union (except for the Central Asian republics)
began to experience a serious labor shortage. Drawing
workers from the countryside into the industrial work-
force only further weakened agriculture, the weak link of
the economy.

For the past decade and a half, switching to intensive
economic growth, through retooling and modernizing the
existing industrial plant, has been a standard theme in
official Soviet economic pronouncements. However, this
confronts a fundamental obstacle in the microeconomic
effects of bureaucratic parasitism. Managers routinely

hoard iabor.and waste raw materials, sacrifice quality to .

meet the quantitative plan targets, understate actual ca-
pacity and resist innovation and risk-taking. No less a
debilitating effect of bureaucratic rule is the workers’ slack
attitude toward labor discipline, captured in the joke com-
mon throughout the Soviet bloc: we pretend to work and
they pretend to pay us.

At a time when resources were needed to modernize the
aging Soviet industrial plant, the Kremlin leadership
sharply cut back the rate of investment to.match the rapid
U.S. military buildup under Carter and Reagan. The
planned growth of investment fell from 7 percent a year in
the early *70s to 2 percent a year in the first half of the 1980s.
However, the Soviet Union clearly could not continue to
maintain its military strength at the cost of economic
stagnation.

From the standpoint of the Soviet bureaucracy, there are
only three alternatives. One is to sharply cut back living
standards to create an additional surplus for both invest-
ment and military spending. No ¢lement of the bureaucra-
cy has to date advocated or apparently contemplated such

‘a policy, Two is to reduce military spending. There appears

to be a consensus within the Soviet leadership that a major
reduction depends upon “arms ¢control™ agreements with
the West. Hence, the Kremlin, especially under Gorba-
chev, makes this its primary aim in dealing with
Washlngton and the other NATO capitals. The third alter-
native is to increase labor productivity by one means Or
another.

Andropov, during his short period of leadershxp,
attempted. this not through structural changes in’ “the
economy but through purging especially corrupt and
incompetent managers and officials and by counter-
ing slack work discipline through anti-alcoholism/anti-
absenteeism campaigns. Such policies have been credited
for the moderate improvement in Soviet economic growth
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over the last few years, but the economic effects of such
campaigns are inherently limited and short-term.

The anti-alcoholism campaign expresses more than
simply economic calculation on the part of the Kremlin
leadership. There is a genuine concern about the moral
debilitation .of Soviet society. Within the Communist
Party, including its higher ranks, there are ascetic Com-
munists (Andropov and Mikhail Suslov were notable) who
wilifully do not drink or collect fancy foreign cars like
Brezhnev did. Such attitudes are shared and appreciated by
a wide spectrum of the intelligentsia.

Resurgence of the intelligentsia

~ Gorbachev's new coursé is more than a conjunctural
response by the Soviet leadership to increasing pressure
from imperialist militarism amid mounting economic dif-
ficulties. It also reflects the changing social environment in
which the bureaucracy itself exists. After the Bolshevik
Revolution, Stalin’s purges and the Hitlerite invasion,
there has re-emerged in Russia a substantial intelligentsia
with considerable social weight. The technical inteiligentsia
wants to-modernize the country even if this entails driving
the workers harder and making the concessions necessary
to secure economic cooperation with Western capitalism,
The intelligentsia resents the philistinism of the typical
party boss and is repelled by the drabness of official cul-
ture. They are.embarrassed and.also perhaps envious that
leading artistic figures (e.g., Brodsky, Baryshnikov,
Rostropovich) emigrated to the West. Gorbachev has set
out to overcome the alienation by the apparatchiks of
the intelligentsia, including among elements of the “dissi-
dents” and émigrés.

While there is presently no khown tendency within the
Soviet intelligentsia which aspires to revolutionary Marx-
ism, the present intellectual ferment and openness could
lead elements of the intelligentsia back to authentic Bol-
shevism. In this respect the most positive aspect of glasnost
for us is the critical re-examination of Soviet history.

Taylor/Sygma

U.S. imperialists’ first-strike
missiles target Soviet
workers state while
Gorbachev and Reagan
shake hands in Reykjavik.
Gorbachev’s pipe dream:
peace with imperialism.
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“There should be no forgotten names or blanks either in
history or in literature,” Gorbachev stated last February.
There has been a spate of new and previously suppressed
booKs and films about the crimes and failures of Stalin.
Even more significant is the renewed attention to the old
Bolshevik leaders killed by Stalin. A play about the treaty
of Brest-Litovsk scheduled to open in Moscow, presenting
Trotsky and Bukharin as historical figures—i.e., as leaders
of the Communist Party—constitutes clear repudiation of
the Moscow.Trials’ shameful fabrications. Lenin’s Testa-
ment has been publicized for the first time (although it has
long been available in the Collected Works). The new edi-
tion of the Soviet encyclopedia The Great October Social-
ist Revolution to be published next fall will include for the
first time such figures as Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev and
Radek. I .

Gorbachev and his supporters have denounced -Trot-
skyism not as a disguised form of counterrevolution but as
ultraleftism. Thus intetlectuals who consider themselves to
the left of Gorbachev, especially on international ques-
tions, may well be drawn to Trotskyism as they are given to
understand it.

Potential for Worker Resistance

While Gorbachev’s course has been generally and
warmly welcomed by the Soviet intelligentsia, the working
class has been far from enthusiastic if not outright
distrustful. And for good reason. Before Gorbachev took
power in the Kremlin in 1984, there was much speculation
in the West that he would introduce sweeping market-
oriented reforms along the line of Kadar's Hungary and
Deng’s China. Gorbachev himself has spoken of the need
for “radical” and even *“revolutionary” changes in the
economy. However, to date the economic changes have
been quite modest, far less significant than those intro-
duced by Brezhnev/Kosygin after they ousted Khrushchev
in the mid-"60s. The main economic changes thus far have
been making legal and therefore taxable individual and

Turnley/Newsweek
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Sovlet soldiers
hoist red tlag from
Reichstag, Betlin,

May Day 1945.

" Red Army
liberated Europe
from nightmare of
Nazi occupation.

family entrepreneurship (e.g., handymen, taxi drivers);
granting the 20 industrial ministries and over 70 industrial
associations and large enterprises the right to conduct for-
eign trade; and most recently widening income differentials
between workers and technical intellectuals, and reintro-
ducing piece rates, only now based upon quality.

While modest in scope, the direction of these economic
changes is toward greater dependence upon market com-
petition. ‘Within the framework of Stalinism there is an
inherent tendency toward economic decentralization as an
alterndtive to workers democracy. Since managers and

workers are not subject to the discipline of soviet democ-.

racy, a section of the bureaucracy sees subjecting the
economic actors to the discipline of the market as the only
answer to the Soviet Union’s serious economic problems.

A leading Soviet manpower expert, Vladimir Kostakov,
maintains that layoffs of redundant workers are necessary
to improve labor productivity. The Gorbachev regime itsell
identifies more rapid economic growth with increasing
inequality. A recent television program presented an imag-
ined debate between a young Gorbachev reformer and an
oider, conservative apparatchik. The latter argued that
things aren’t that bad and then said, in any event, “People
would prefer to live equally in poverty, rather than
unequally in wealth.” Many workers are bound to ask, why
can't we have both wealth and equality as is promised us by
our country's official socialist doctrine?

Gorbachev's perestroika “not only goes agalnst the
immediate material' interests of most workers but also
affronts their deep reservoir of collective feeling. At the
same time, the regime’s call for glasnost permits a degree
of organized dissent against official policies. Thus last
December werkers at the Kamaz truck plant east of Mos-
cow protested against cuts in production bonuses, arguing
that they were being penalized for the faults of manage-

ment The present situation in the Soviet Uriion is prob-
ably more favorable for the emergence of an independent
workers movement than at any time since the 1920s.

Prague Spring 1968, Moscow Spring 1987

In, its internal dynamics the present snuatlon m “the
Sovnct Union bears a resemblance to the 1968 Prague

‘Spring. (Perhaps it is more than a btographlcal accident

that Gorbachev's roommate at Moscow University in the
early 1950s was a young Czech Communist, Zdenek
Mlynar, who later became one of the leading architects of
the Prague Spring.) After a period of economic stagna-
tion:: there was a linkage between a section of the
Czechoslovak intelligentsia and a modernizing section of
the bureaucracy against the old-time Stalinist apparat-
chiks, secret policemen and trade-union functionaries.
Theré were proposals to close uneconomic plants and to
make labor more plastic.

Initially, the Czech workers, through their bureaucra-
tizeditrade unions, opposed the Dubcekite reformers since
they did not want labor to be plasticized. They were satis-
fied drawing down a not very good wage while doing noth-
ing. But then the issue of soviet democracy came into play,
and sections of the workers began to realize that the para-
sites who were snttmg on top of their “trade unions” could
be dumped, that maybe they- could get something funda-
mentally better than the status quo. There was.a historical
moment—not very long—in which the.censorship, secret
police and the rest of the Stalinist'ruling apparatus was
embarrassed and paralyzed. It was fear of an incipient pro-
letarian political révolution which caused the Soviet-bloc

-armies to invade Czechoslovakia and put a stop to the

Prague Spring.
Compared to Czechoslovakia in 1968 the divisions
within the Soviet Stalinist bureaucracy today are far less
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sharp and the popular response far more passive. Thus the

present"l‘iberalization could well gradually give way to a -

conservative restoration, as happeried with Khrushchev's
“thaw” in the mid-1950s. But there is also in the dynamic of
the situation the potential for a Soviet version of the
Prague Spring. The Soviet army has in the past been
effective in suppressing working-class unrest (Hungary
1956, Czechoslovakia 1968). However, in the face of an
incipient proletarian political revolution within Russia, the
army will very likely split with some units (both ranks and
officers) going over to the soviets, other units supporting
elements of the existing Kremlin regime. [t would look per-
haps more like a civil war, with the armed forces already in
place, than a revolution. (A variant of this was sketched in

workers protested
bonus cuts caused
by bureaucratic
mismanagement of
production. Recent
workers' strikes in
Likino and Chekhov
have challenged
perestroika.

Craig Thomas' novel The Snow Falcon.)

The Red-Army, despite the Stalinist degeneration of the
Soviet Union, still sees itself as the defender of the social
gains of the October Revolution. Even on the foreign ter-
rain of Hungary and Czechoslovakia, once the Soviet
troops realized they were not facing fascist counterrevolu-
tion, there were significant instances of fraternization with
the local populace. Bill Lomax in Hungary 1956 describes
how:

“Despite the bitter fighting there were also numerous
scenes where Russian tanks were to be found surrounded
by unarmed crowds, with young students passionately
arguing with the soldiers in Russian. More than one Rus-
sian was to declare to such a crowd that he had been told
that counterrevolutionaries and fascist bandits were on the
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rampage in Budépest‘ but that he could now see this

was false, and he would not shoot upon the Hungarian

people.” (p. 120}
Similar instances occurred in Czechoslovakia in 1968.

The eagerness of the Gorbachev regime to make major

concessions to the Russia-hating, war-crazed Reagan
regime in pursuit of illusory hopes for détente cannot help
but generate deep misgivings among wide layers of Soviet
officers. The more historical-minded among them will
recall Stalin’s sabotage of the defense of the Soviet Union
on the eve of World War I including his bloody purge of
Tukhachevsky and the cream of the Red Army officer
corps. At the base, Soviet veterans returning from Afghan-
istan largely see themselves as internationalists who did
their proletarian duty—and are evidently deeply disgrun-
tled with the policies of the bureaucracy.

As Trotsky noted in “The Class Nature of the Soviet

State” (1 October 1933):
“A real civil war could develop not between the Stalinist
bureaucracy and the resurgent proletariat but between the
proletariat and the active forces of the counterrevolution.
In the event of an open clash between the two mass camps,
there cannot. even be talk of the bureaucracy playing an
independent role. Its polar flanks would be flung to the
different sides of the barricade.”
The 1956 Hungarian Revolution was a powerful con-
firmation of Trotsky's analysis and a deep refutation of
new-class/state-capitalist theories of Stalinism. The bu-
reaucratic apparatus in Hungary shattered, with the vast
majority going over to the side of the insurgent workers.
In the Soviet Union today the glasnost liberalization. of
political and intellectual life has already given rise to inten-
sified centrifugal tendencies in and around the bureauc-
racy, most notably the sinister fascist organization Pamyat,
and in response the recent Moscow conference leading to
the founding of the Federation of Socialist Clubs. Largely,
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albeit unconsciously, Menshevist in political outlook, the
Federation encompasses a spectrum ranging from ecotlo-
gists to the Che Guevara Club.

Key to the situation is the large and cultured Soviet pro-
letariat. As noted, the effect of perestroika is bound to pro-
duce resistance, not only from advanced workers but also
from the more backward. The prevailing conditions of
glasnost make resistance all the more likely. Working-class
unrest (e.g., strikes, protests) can disrupt and polarize the
bureaucracy, creating the potential for organs of dual
power. This essentially is what happened in Czechoslova-
kia in 1968 before developments were cut short by Soviet-
bloc military intervention. '

Similarly, there can develop in Russia an incipient pro-
letarian political revolution before the mass of workers
consciously challenge the ideology of “socialism in one
country.” However, the perceived remoteness of socialist
revolution in West Europe and especially the U.S. remains
a major barrier to such a development. Soviet workers
today rightly despise and reject the pro-imperialist
dissidents of the Solzhenitsyn/Shcharansky stripe. The
current situation demands the advanced workers follow the
necessary course of judiciously opposing the excesses of the
bureaucracy while explaining to the Soviet masses the prin-
cipled means by which the coriginal goals of October can be
recreated.

|
‘

For Soviet Victory in Afghanistan!

The: fundamental difference between what is now hap-
pening in Russia and the Prague Spring is that the Soviet
Union'is not Czechoslovakia. Gorbachev's policies are very
much directed at improving relations with Western imperi-
alism. For the Kremlin tops are genuinely frightened of
nuclear war and in this they reflect the mass sentiment of




the Soviet people: a deep-seated, desperate desire for peace.
However, the nationalistic and parasitic bureaucracy
translates the justified fear of war into a détentist outlook
that is groveling, absurd and- self-defeating.

Gorbachev has indicated he is prepared to go further to
secure “peaceful coexistence™ than his predecessors in the-
Kremlin. Addressing the international celebrities who
assembled for the Moscow “no nuke™ conference last Feb-
ruary,-he declared:

-*Before my people, before you and before the whole world,
‘I state with-full responsibility that our international policy
is more than ever determined by domestic policy, by our
interest ini. concenlrating on constructive endeavors 10
improve our country.’

Georgl Shakhnazarov, a-senior official in the CPSU's
Socialist Countries Department, has stated that “political
ends do not exist which would justify the use of means
lidble to lead to nuclear war.” The implication of this posi-
‘tion is that the Soviet Union should not seriously confront
- or challenge U.S. imperialism anywhere on any. issue.
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While Shakhnazarov’s is an extreme expression of the
Gorbachev line, the perception among the imperialist
bourgeoisie, including sections of its far right wing, is that
the current Kremlin regime is softer, more capitulatory on
international questions than its predecessors. Thus Arthur
Hartman, who recently completed a five-year stint as Rea-
gan’s ambassador to Moscow, believes:

“The Soviet leadership is preoccupied with their domestic
situation. Qur relationship is coiored highly by the Soviet
reactions to what they really have to do internally. And 1
think basically what they would like to have now is a
period of calm. And therefore, there could wetl be oppor-
tunities for serious negotiations in a variety of fields.”

—New York Times, 29 March 1987

Above all, Washington'aims to pressure the Kremlin to
capitulate in those armed conflicts it considers proxy wars
with Russia: Afghanistan, Vietnam/Cambodia, Angola
and Nicaragua. For U.S. imperialism, the withdrawal of
Soviet troops from Afghanistan, on the southern border of
the USSR, is a key resr of Gorbachev's “sincerity.”

s
3
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What have Stalin’s
heirs wrought?
Russian fascists of
Pamyat (“Memory”)
demonstrate on
Moscow's Karl Marx
Prospekt in May 1987.
Neo-Black Hundreds
are mortal threat to.
multinational Soviet
working c¢lass and
.gains of October.
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Sovlet forces land at Kabul airport, December 1979. U.S. imperialists
taunched new anti-Soviet. war drive. Spartacists hailed Red Army

interventlon against-teudal counterrevolution.

For his part, Gorbachev has called Afghamstan “a bleed-
ing wound™ and stated: “We should like, in the nearest
future, to withdraw the Soviet troops....” In this same
speech, given at the 27th Congress of the CPSU in
February 1986, he denounced “revolutionary war™ as
“Trotskyite” and “Left Communist™ heresy. These remarks
were presumably directed at those elements in the Soviet
bureaucracy less ready to abandon Afghanistan and per-
haps also more supportive of the Vietnamese in Cambodia
and the Cuban forces in Angola.

The main obstacle to the Gorbachev regime extricating
itself from Afghanistan is finding an acceptable, face-
saving compromise. The nature of Afghan society and the
savage civil war it generated precludes establishingastable,
“nonaligned” regime in Kabul which would honor agree-
ments with Moscow. It is impossible to envision the Fin-
landization or Austrianization of Afghanistan.

From the standpoint of the protection of the Soviet
Union, Afghanistan must be won. It is an organic compo-
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nent of the already assimilated Soviet Central Asia. This is
why the bureaucracy has found itself, against its will, so
deeply involved and so unable to extricate. We must
demand, in consonance with all Soviet peoples, that this
nettle be firmly grasped. To promise war here fora genera-
tion is to conclude that war in.a few years. To temporize is
to protract it and leave endless opportunities for lIﬂpCl’lB'-
ist provocation. It is also important, as Soviet victory is
seen to become inevitable, that effective means be used to
facilitate the return and integration of the millions of
Afghans who were directed by their mullah leaders into the
pathetic, murderous, backward emigration to Pakistan.
Victory in Afghanistan!

Defend the USSR Through
Proletarian Revolutions Internationally

More generally, Gorbachev’s apparently greater will:
ingness to make concessions to imperialism has nor yet
been tested, for the imperialist bourgeoisie has yet to offer-
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anything of value to the Kremlin in return. However, we
must warn of the possibility of new deals, even if their con-
crete’nature cannot now be predicted, between Washington
and Moscow at the expense of revolutionary and national
liberation struggles around the world.

From our standpoint, the Gorbachev regime in the
Soviet Union represents a highly contradictory develop-
ment, Internally, -the combination of glasnost and
perestroika produces a more favorable condition for the
emergence of left-wing currents among the intelligentsia
and of an independent workers movement. Externally,
there seems a greater likelihood for abandoning support to
revolutionary and national liberation struggles in the Third
World and reducing economic aid to Vietnam, Cuba and
Nicaragua, thereby strengthening and emboldening impe-
rialism and weakening the defense of the USSR. One
should however keep in mind that the Kremlin tops could
pursue an aggressive détente line, as Brezhnév did in the
early 1970s, without an internal liberalization which can
open the road to proletarian political revolution.

The future of the Gorbachev regime is organically linked
to developments in the imperialist, West, centrally the
United States. The Reagan administrations, as well as that
of Carter, were and are a response of the American bour-
geoisie to its loss of imperialist hegemony growing out of
the defeat in Vietnam, Central to this response has beena
massive arms buildup designed above all to give U.S. impe-
rialism capacity for an effective thermonuclear first strike
against the USSR. This has been accompanied by a vir-
ulent anti-Soviet propaganda campaign, as well as an ag-
gressive policy of military provocanon aimed at the Soviet
Union:

During this. perlod the SL/U S. has indeed faced the
Russian question “pointblank.” Our principled uncondi-
tional military defense of the Soviet Union against impen-
* alism, from Afghanistan to Central America to opposition
to the capitalist-restorationist Polish Solidarnos¢, has
given us a very high profile indeed in this period of dis-

graceful capitulation by the fake-left to the bourgeoisie’s-

rampant anti-Sovietism. After Reagan & Co. sent over 200

helpless airline passengers to their deaths aboard the .

Korean Air Lines 007 U.S. spy provocation, the SL/U.S.
and international Spartacist tendency waged a virtual cam-
paign of propaganda documenting the U.S. government’s
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Spartamst League/U.S. protested rabidly anti-Soviet
tetevision soap opera Amerika 15 February 1987 In
New York.

lies and incidentally underlining the flinch of the CPUSA.
Our forthright Soviet-defensist propaganda on Afghani-
stan,” Poland, Vietnam, KAL 007, “détente,” etc. has
brought our small French section to the attention of a layer
of advanced workers as “the Trotskylsts who defend the
Soviet Union.”

American imperialism’s military program aims to break
the will of the USSR, extracting counterrevolutionary con-
cessions from the Soviet bureaucracy. However, this pro-
gram has now brought the U.S. and indeed imperialism
internationally to the brink of a major crisis. The present
conciliatory tack of Gorbachev & Co. is thus doubly stu-
pid and dangerous—both the best evidence that Gorba-
chev represents simply another. variation of Stalinism,
historically anti-revolutionary and committed above
all to “socialism in one country,” and also an imperative
argument for a Soviet section of a reforged Fourth
International to lead a proletarian political revolution to
defend the gains of October and pursue a course of revolu-
tionary proletarian internationalism.

Novembre 1978
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Deng’s China and Polmcal Revolution

in our 1969 conference document “Development and
Tacncs of the Spartacist League,” we stated fagainst the
then’ prevailing wisdom of both bourgeors pundrts and the
fake-left: “...we must warn against the growing objective
possibility—given the tremendous industrial and military

capacity of the Soviet Union—of a U.S. deal with China.™
Unfortunately this prediction was borne out: Mao and-
Nixon consummated their alliance in 1972; as the U.S..-
rained bombs on Vietnam. Under the disastrous national-

1sl leadership of its Stalinist bureaucracy, post-Mao China

contmues the “Great Helmsman's” anti-Soviet alliance

with U.S. imperialism. In the service of this alliance, the’

Chinese deformed workers state has supported NATO and
aided the Afghan, Angolan and Nicaraguan contras, while

maintaining constant mllngry pressure on heroic Viet-

nam. The logic of this alliance is suicidal for China, which
would quickly be crushed if the imperialists were to suc-
ceed in destroying the USSR, Despite recent tentative
moves toward Sinp-Soviet rapprochement the reaction-
ary program of “socialism in one country” continues to
set China against Russia, to the benefit of imperialism.
As we have emphasized for two decades: Communist
unity agamst imperialism requires proletanan political
revolution in Moscow and Peking. This is not only
.an urgent requirement of military defense but the .ra-
tional alternative to the autarklc economic blind alley
pushed by the bureaucrats in both the Kremiin. and ‘the
Forbidden City. Combined with socialist revolution
in Japan—Asia's powerhouse—it will make possible the
natural economic partnership of China with the USSR
and Japan.

Deng’s “reform™ program combines the most dangcrous
“market socialism™ with wildly changing Maoist/Stalinist
“rectification” campaigns {a sort of anti-glasnost), as well
as the usual odious cultural puritanism. With one-fourth
the world’s population, and given Deng’'s moves to par-
tially reopen the old “open door to China” for imperialist
capital, the country promises to be increasingly an arena
for interimperialist rivalry—especially between ‘the de-
clining U.S. and a resurgent Japan, which yearns for new

Manchukuos [Japanese puppet state in Manchuria,
1932-45] as. part of a resurrected Greater East Asia Co-
Prosperity Sphere In the “new economic zones” imperial-
ist penetration is accompanied by increasing inequality and
econoimic polarization, underlining the fact that submit-

ting the economy to the “discipline™ of market forces—

- instead of the discipline of soviet democracy—sharply.

increases the danger of capitalist restoration. Powerful
forces for capitalist restoration arise as well from the upper
strata,of the huge, backward peasantry, which continues to
be an enormous weight on the economy after decades of
bureaucratm zigzags from Mao's “Great Leap Forward”to
the programs of Deng

In-the “new economic zones,’ " the Stalmnsts have set up a
situation where tens of thousands of young workers lack
even trade-union protection and have been stripped of the
“iron rice bowl” of secure employment. Deeply resentful of
bureaucratic privilege and imperialist profiteering, these
workers could radicalize rapidly. Meanwhile the recent
confused student protests witnessed both the singing of the
Internationale and, reflecting the evidently widespread illu-
sions in Western-style “democracy,” the waving of pic-
tures of the Statue of Liberty. Winning over key sections of'
the workmg class, and those elements of the intelligentsia
that seek to be internationalist communists against those
who want to be imperialist stooges, reborn Chinese Trot-
skyism must lead the political revolution so desperately
necessary to defend the most basic achievements of the
Chinese Revolution. This is the revolutionary alternative
to the Mao/Deng course of anti-Sovietism and national-
ism, which ultimately threaten China with disaster, bloody.
counterrevolution and a new colonization subjugating the
country to the yoke of imperialism. Events in China—and
Korea—underscore the great responsibilities and tasks that
revolutionists in Japan must carry out, inspired by the
heroic.example of Ozaki [Hotsumi, Japanese assistant to
heroic Soviet spy Richard Sorge], following the interna-
tionalist traditions of [Comintern leader Sen] Katayama,
and helping finally to fulfill the Leninist aspirations ofearly
Chinese communists as well. @
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From the Transitional Program

“The USSR and Problems of
the Transitional Epoch”

Spartacist reprints below a section—"The USSR and
Problems of the Transitional Epoch”—f{rom the founding
program of the Fourth International, The Death Agony of
Capitalism and the Tasks of the Fourth International,
more popularly known as the Transitional Program. We
have used the 1946 American Pioneer Publishers edition,
with' the exception of the two sentences in brackets which
have been translated by Spartacist from the Russian draft
text and which have never, to our knowledge, appeared in
any English- language edition.

The fact that minor differences exist among the various
French, Russian and English editions of the Transitional
Program is not surprising given the conditions under which
it was multiply translated, circulated, discussed, adopted
and published. The September 1938 Founding Conference
of the Fourth International was held in Europe in the midst
of the “Munich crisis” and under the shadow of the
approaching world war. In the year before the Conference
the assassins of the Stalinist GPU escalated their murder-'
ous assault on the Trotskyist movement. Erwin Wolf, Trot-
sky’s former secretary and a member of the International
Secretariat (1S), was murdered in Spain in August 1937.
Leon Sedov, Trotsky's son and a leading figure in the IS,
was killed in Paris in February of 1938. Rudolf Klement,
Secretary of the Bureau of the Fourth International and
responsible for Conference preparations, was murdered in
July 1938.

The codification of program for a revolutionary Marx-

ist party at any given time is no easy task. [t involves com-
bining the mastery of Marxist theory and the history of the
workers movement on the one hand, with significant living
practice in seeking to lead the proletarian class struggle on
the other. The Transitional Program was an attempt, at a
particular conjuncture of capitalist economic crisis and
impending war, to link the felt but partial struggles of the
.masses against exploitation and oppression to the struggle
for communism internationally. Thus the Transitional
Program, though expressing a peak of Marxist knowledge
and determination, was more narrowly intended than the
Communist Manifesto or the 1891 Erfurt program of the
German Social Democratic Party, and stands as a coedifica-
tion under later circumstances of a component of the truly
great material of the first four Congresses of the Third,
Communist International.

The Fourth International in Trotsky's time never went
beyond a modest propaganda existence whereas the Com-
munist International was the product of the great October
Revolution and of the worid revolutionary wave which fol-
lowed it. And even the work of the first four Comintern
Congresscs requires at points critical review (e.g., certain
confusions over the colonial question at the Second Con-
gress and much schematic treatment afforded the workers

and peasants government question at the Fourth Congress
by Zinoviev, among others).

Real Marxists seek to grasp the past neither to reject nor
to mindlessly accept it, but to use it as a point of departure
for the future. Most currents which falsely claim the man-
tle of Trotskyism today, including especially those led by
Ernest Mande! and Pierre Lambert, occasionally pay lip
service to “Leon Trotsky's Transitional Program of 1938”
the better to mask their abandonment of a revolutionary
perspective. For the international Spartacist tendency the
Transitional Program lives. When the Fourth Interna-
tional was founded it stood as a beacon to proletarian rev-
olutionists around the world. The international Spartacist
tendency fights today to reforge that Fourth International.

The Soviet Union emerged from the October Revolu-
tion as a workers’ state. State ownership of the means of
production, a necessary prerequisite to socialist develop-
ment, opened up the possibility of rapid growth of the
productive forces. But the apparatus of the workers’ state
underwent a complete degeneration at the same time: it was
transformed from a weapon of the working class into a
weapon of bureaucratic violence against the working class
and more and more a weapon for the sabotage of the coun-
try’s economy. The bureaucratization of a backward and
isolated workers' state and the transformation of the
bureaucracy into an all-powerfu] privileged caste.consti-
tute the most convincing refutation—not only theoret-

'lcally but this time practically—of the theory of socialism

in one country.

The USSR thus embodies temﬁc contradictions. But it
still remains a degenerated workers’ state. Such is the social
diagnosis. The political prognosis has an alternative char-
acter: either the bureaucracy, becoming ever more the

- organ of the world bourgeoisie in the workers' state, will

overthrow the new forms of property and plunge the coun-
try back to capitalism; or the working class will crush the
bureaucracy and open the way to socialism.

To the sections of the Fourth International, the Mos-
cow Trials came not as a surprise and not as a result of the
personal madness of the Kremlin dictator, but as the legiti-
mate offspring of the Thermidor. They grew out of the
unbearable conflicts within the Soviet bureaucracy itself,
which in turn mirror the contradictions between the
bureaucracy and the people, as well as the deepening antag-
onisms among the “people™ themselves. The bloody “fan-
tastic” nature of the trials gives the measure of the intensity
of the contradictions and by the same token predicts the
approach of the denouement.

The public utterances of former foreign representatives

continued on page 32
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- Monowenne CCCP.
u 3aqaqu nepexoaHom anoxu

«Spartacist» («CniaprakoBen») NIpHBOAHT HHNeE TEKCT
OAHO} ‘H3 vacTeHl OcCHOBOMOJAATAKWUIeH NpPoOrpamMMel
Yerpeproro UnTepHaunonana — « AroHHs KaMHTaAH3Ma B
aanaun Yerpeproro HHTepHaunonana», 6ojee wupoko
H3IBecTHOI o HasBaHHeM «Ilepexonnoii nporpamMmel». MEl
rnepeHazaeM 4HacTh 3TOH IPOrpaMMEL,
«[Tonomenne CCCP n sapauu nepexoanoit anoxur. tor
MpeABAPHTENBHBIA DYCCKHH TEKCT B3AT HAMH HJ
«Broanerena Onnosunuu» (N° 66-67, maii-uions 1938
rofa). B TexcT oTof 4acTH NporpamMMel BKJINOYEHH ABA

npe,n.ﬂomennﬂ KOTOpre 110 HallHM CBeﬂeHHHM He' BXOI(ET!

B TEKCT HH OJHOTO H3 Ha,uamm HA aHFTHECKOM A3BIKE.

Tor daxT, UYTO CYIIECTBYHT MaJo3HAYHTelbHEE
PACXOMAEHHA B DAINTHYHBIX QPaHNY3IKHX, PYCCKHX H
aHrIuACKHX H3gaHHax «JlepexomHoil nporpaMmel», He
YAHBHTEJEH, €CJIH IPHHATL BO BHHMAHHE YCAOBHA, NPH
KOTOPBIX TEKCT NPOrpaMMbl HEOQZHOKPATHO MepeBORHIICH,
pacnpocTpaHanca, ofcympanca, [NPHHEMANCE H
ony6ankopbiBanca. Cenrabpbckan xcompepemmn 1938
rofa, nojaoxHeag Havyano Yersepromy Harepuaunonany,
npoxoanna B EBpone, B pasrap «MIOHXEHCKOTO KPH3IHCA» H B
npeaBepHM MHPOBOH BOHHBI. 3a roa 40 KoHbepeHUHH
ybuituer u3 cranunckoro I'ILY passepuynm kpoBaByl
KaMnaHuio HanmafeHuil Ha TpoukucrTckoe ABHmeHHE.
BriBwnit cexperaps Tpoukoro u 4ied MemayHapoaHoTo
Cexpe'rapna'ra (MC) 3peuH Bynsd 6uia y6ur 8 Henauun, B
aBrycre 1937 ropa. Jlen Cesion, corn TpPouKoro 1 oaMH U3
pykoeosureneit MC, moru6 8 [Tapuxe, 8 berpane 1938 roaa.
Pyaoned Knemenr, Cexperaps Biopo Yerseproro Hurep-
HalHoHAaN&, ABJABIIHICH OTBETCTBEHHBIM JHIIOM 34
MOATOTOBKY koH(epeHUHH, Ob1a yOUT B.HIose 1938 rona.

Koprdpuranus nporpaMmesl PeBONLIHOHHOMR:
MapKCUCTCKOM MapTHH B dw060e faHHOE BpeMs ABJIAETCH
Henerxoil sapadveii. C oaHOH cTopoHBbI, HEOOXOAHMO
BlafieHHe MapKCHCTCKOH TeOpHH M HCTOpHH pabouero
ABH3KEHHHA, C APYTroH, BHaYHTEAbHASA UIHEHHAR NIPAKTHKA
TIONBITKH BeJleHHA KAaccoBoid Hoprbul mpoaeraprarta. Ipu
TAKHX CTEYEHHAX 06CTOATENLCTD, KAK DKOHOMHYECKHH
KpM3MC KANMUTAJM3IMa M HAaABHUraBluasicd BoiiHa,
«ITepexoaHas mnporpamma» HABAANACEL MNONLITKOH
obBeJHHHTS OLIYTHMBI€, HO YAaCTHBIE JBHKEHHA MACC
NPOTEB 3KCOJAyaTAalHH H yrHetenusa ¢ 6Gopoboit aa
KOMMYHH3M Bo BceM Mupe. Takum ob6pazom, HecMoTpA HA TO,
yro «[lepexoanan nporpamma» Beipaxana coboii oagHy Ha
BRICIIHX TOYEK MaPKCHCTCKOrO 3HAHHA H PELUHTENLHOCTH,
oHa Bce ‘e 6pima 6onee y3KO HAMPABNEHA HEMENH
«Kommyﬂuc'rﬂqecunn Mauudecr» uan Ipdyprckas
[porpaMma repMaHCKO#H COLIHAJ - IeMOKPATHUeCKOH NapTHH
1891 roxa. «Ilepexoanan nporpamMmar npezcTaBaseT co6on
KOMHGHUKALMIO, IPH HOBEHLINX YCI0BHAX, COCTABHOH Yadty
[IOHCTHHE BeJHKOT0 MaTepHala nepBLIX YeThipex
koHrpeccoB Tpersero KommyuucTHueckoro Hurtep-
HalHoHANA. ) '

YeTsepTriit HaTepHaunonan npu xusnu Tpouxoro
HHKOraa He  BBIXOJAHJA . 38 paMKH CHpPOMHOro
NnponarasfiHCTCKOTO CYLeCTBOBAHHA, B TO BPeMsA Kak
I{ommyﬂnmw{ecxnu HurepHaunoHan ABAANACA NPOAYKTOM
peaukoit OkTabpbekoit  Pemonwuum u  muporoi

O3arnarpieHHOH:

penon‘founonuoﬁ BOJIHBI, MTOCAeA0OBaBIIei 3a Helt. Jaxe
paboTa nepBbIX YeThipex xourpeccos Komuarepna Tpebyer
B OTAENbHBIX MECTaX KPHTHYECKOro NepecMoTpa, (T, H.
HeKOTOpblE €30PHEHTAUHH 110 IOBOAY «KOJOHHAALHOTO
BOMpoca», paccMaTpHBaBUIerocs Ha Bropom Kourpecce, a
TaKie MpeyBelHYeHHO CXeMAaTHYHOE TOJKOBaHHE BOMPOCa
npakuTenbcTBA paboymx M KpecThAH Ha YersepTom
Konrpecce, no saMeyaHuaAM, cpeid IPoUHX, 3HHOBbEBA). ,

Hacrosune MapxcHCTbI NBITAIOTCA 0CO3HATE MPOILLIOE HE
AJIA TOTO, YTOGRI OTPEYBCA OT HEro MIH Ge3JyMHO ero
NPHHATE, 2 ANS TOTO, YT06bI HCIIONB30BATH NPOLLIOE KAK
oTHpaBHOM NyHKT InA Gyayitero. BoabIHHCTBO TeueHmit,
$GanbmMBO PAAANIMXCA CETOMHA B OAEMKALI TPOLUKH3MA,
0cOGEHHO Teé TeYeHHA, KOTOpPbIE CAeIYIOT 34  IpHecToM
Mangnenem u Ilbepom JlambepToM, BpeMs oT BpeMeHH
«KJARHYTCA» B pefaHHocTd «[Tepexonnoit mporpamme Jlsa
Tpouxoro 1938 romga», uTo0B KAX MOXKHO HCKYycHee
3aMacKHpoOBaTh CBOH yXo4 OT DPEBONONHOHROH
mepcrieKTHBL, a8 HHTEepPHALHOHAJABLHOR TEeHAEHUHH
Cnaprakosues «[lepexoanas mporpaMma» peanbHo KHBET.
Korpa 6p11 ocHopan Yerseprnii HHTepHaunoHan, on
CAY¥HI TNYTEBOAHOH 3Be3A0#l AAA PEBONKIIHOHHOTO
npo.né'rapna'ra BO BceM mupe. HHTepHaunonansHaa TéH-
pennua CriaprakosleB 6opeTcs ceronHa sa BO3pOH/EHME
aroro YerBeproro HHrepuauvionana.

;

Cosetckuit Colos Bumiwen n3 OKTabpbckoit pesonio-
UM, Kak pabouee rocyaapctso.  OrocyaapcTBiaeHue
CPeAcTs NPOH3IBOIACTBA, HeoGXOAHMOE YCAOBHE COUHMA-
AHCTHYECKOTO Pa3BHUTHA, OTKDLIAO BOIMOXKHOCTL Ouil-
CTPOrG POCTAa MPOHM3IBOZHTENbHBLIX cua, Annapar paGo-
Yyero rocyxapcrsa MNOIBEPrest TeM BpeMeHeM MOJHOMY
fepepoiKIeHHIO, NPEBPAaTHBWNCL H3 OpYIMA pabouero.
Kaacca B opyaHe GOpDOKPaTHYECKHX HACHAHA Haa pa-
GOYHM K13CCOM M, ueMm fanbiue, TeM Goablle, B OPYIHE
caborama Xxosalctsa. bBlopoxparusaums orcrazoro
H30AHPOBAHHOIrO pabouero rocyAapcTRa W NpeBpalile-
yie OICPOKPATHH BO BCECHILHYK NPHBKIETHPOBAHHYIO
KacTy ABAAIOTCA CaMbiM y6eauTeabHbM — He Teope:
THYECKHM TCAbKO, @ NPAKTHYECKHM — OINPOBEDHEHHEM
TEOPHH COUMAJIH3Ma B OTAeNLHOH CTpaHe.

Pewum CCCP 3axnioyaer B cebe, TaknM oﬁpéioﬁ
v.xacaloumc npotHBopeuds, Ho on npogonxaer ocm-
BAaTbCA DEAHMOM MeEPepPOAMBLIErocH paGouero rocynap-
cTBa, :l‘axoa coUHanbHbIR AHarHo3. floanTHueckuit npo-
rio3 ¥MeeT ansTepHaTHBRbIN Xapakrtep: aubo Gwopo-
xpanm Bce 0osee CTAHOBAWARCA OpPTaHOM MHPOBOH
Gypmvaanu 8 paGoueM rocyaapcree, ONPOKHHET Hoaue
GopMit 'cOGCTBEHHOCTH M OTGPOCHT CTPaHy K xanma-

'nuamy, AnGo ' pabounit Kkaacc pasarpoMHT 6:opoxpam|o

H OTKDOET Bb:xon K COUHA.TH3IMY,
Hpoaou:m:enue racmp. ‘33




32

SPARTACIST

(continued from page 30) ‘

of the Kremlin, who refused to return to Maoscow,
irrefutably confirm in their own way that all shades of
political thought are to be found among the bureaucracy:
from genuine Bolshevism (Ignace Reiss) to complete fas-
cism (F. Butenko). The revolutionary elements within the
bureaucracy, only a small minority, reflect, passively it is
true, the socialist interests of the proletariat. The fascist,
counter-revolutionary elements, growing uninterruptedly,
express with ever greater consistency the interests of world
imperialism. These candidates for the role of compradors
consider, not without reason, that the new ruling layer can
-insure their positions of privilege only through rejection of
nattonalization, collectivization and monopoly of foreign
trade in the name of the assimilation of “Western civiliza-
tion,” i.e., capitalism. Between these two poles, there are
intermediate, diffused Menshevik-S.R.-liberal tendencies
which gravitate toward bourgeois democracy.

Within the very ranks of that so-called “classless” so-
ciety, there unquestionably exist groupings exactly similar
to those in the bureaucracy, only less sharply expressed and
in inverse proportions: conscious capitalist tendencies
distinguish mainly the prosperous part of the collective
farms (kolkhozi) and are characteristic of only a small
minority of the population. But this layer provides itself
with a wide base for petty-bourgeois tendencies of
accumulating personal wealth at the expense of gener-
al poverty, and are consciously encouraged by the
bureaucracy.

Atop this system of mounting antagonisms, trespassing
ever more on the social equilibrium, the Thermidorian
oligarchy, today reduced mainly to Stalin’s Bonapartist
clique, hangs on by terroristic methods. The latest judicial
frame-ups were aimed as a blow against the lef1. This is true
also of the mopping up of the leaders of the Right Opposi-
tion, because the Right group of the old Bolshevik Party,
seen from the viewpoint of the bureaucracy’s interests and
tendencies, represented a left danger. The fact that the
Bonapartist clique, likewise in fear of its own right atlies of
the type of Butenko, is forced in the interests of self-
preservation to execute the generation of Old Bolsheviks
almost to a man, offers indisputable testimony of the vital-
ity of revolutionary traditions among the masses as well as
of their growing discontent.

Petty-bourgeois democrats of the West, having but yes-
terday assayed the Moscow Trialsas unalloyed gold, today
repeat insistently that there is “neither Trotskyism nor
. Trotskyists within the USSR.” They fail to explain, how-
ever, why all the purges are conducted under the banner of
a struggle with precisely this danger. If we are to examine
“Trotskyism™ as a finished program, and, even more to the
point, as an organization, then unquestionably “Trotsky-
ism” is extremely weak in the USSR. However, its inde-
structible force stems from the fact that it expresses not
only revolutionary tradition but also today’s actual opposi-
tion of the Russian working class. The social hatred stored
up by the workers against the bureaucracy—this is pre-
cisely what from the viewpoint of the Kremlin cligue
constitutes “Trotskyism.” It fears with a deathly and
thoroughly well-grounded fear the bond between the

deep but inarticulate indignation of the workers and the .

organization of the Fourth International.
The extermination of the generation of Old Bolsheviks

and of the revolutionary representatives of the middle and
young generdtions has acted to disrupt the political equi-
librium still more in favor of the right, bourgeois wing, of
the bureaucracy, and of its allies throughout the land.
From them, i.e., from the right, we can expect ever more
determined attempts in the next period to revise the social-
ist character of the USSR and bring it closer in pattern to
“Western civilization™ in its fascist form.

From this perspective, impelling concreteness is
imparted to the question of the “defensé of the USSR.” If
tomorrow the bourgeois-fascist grouping, the “faction of
Butenko,” so to speak, should attempt the conquest of
power, the “faction of Reiss” inevitably would align itself
on the opposite side of the barricades. Although it would
find itself temporarily the ally of Stalin, it would neverthe-
less defend not the Bonapartist clique but the social base of
the USSR, i.e., the property wrenched away from the cap-
italists and transformed into state property. Should the
“faction of Butenko” prove to be in alliance with Hitler,
then the “faction of Reiss” would defend the USSR from
military intervention, inside the country as well as on the
world arena. Any other course would be a betrayal.

Although it is thus impermissible to deny in advance the
possibility, in strictly defined instances, of a “united front”
with the Thermidorian section of the bureaucracy against
open attack by capitalist counter-revolution, the chief
political task in the USSR still remains the overthrow of
this same Thermidorian bureaucracy. Each day added to
its domination helps rot the foundations of the socialist
elements of economy and increases the chances for capital-
ist restoration. It is in precisely this direction that the Com-
intern moves as the agent and accomplice of the Stalinist
clique in strangling the Spanish Revolution and demoral-
izing the international proletariat.

As in fascist countries, the chief strength of the bu-
reaucracy lies not in itself but in the disillusionment of the
masses, in their lack of a new perspective. As in fascist
countries, from which Stalin’s political apparatus does not
differ save in more unbridled savagery, only preparatory
propagandistic work is possible today in the USSR. Asin
fascist countries, the impetus to the Soviet workers' revo-
lutionary upsurge will probably be given by events outside
the country. The struggle against the Comintern on the
world arena is the most important part today of the strug-
gle against the Stalinist dictatorship. There are many signs
that the Comintern’s downfall, because it does not have a
direct base in the GPU, will precede the downfall of the
Bonapartist clique and the Thermidorian bureaucracy as a

whole.
- »* *

A fresh upsurge of the revolution in the USSR will
undoubtedly begin under the banner of the struggle against
social inequality and political oppression. Down with the
privileges of the bureaucracy! Down with Stakhanovism!
Down with the Soviet aristocracy and its ranks and orders!
Greater equality of wages for all forms of labor!

The struggle for the freedom of the trade unions and the
factory committees, for the right of assembly and freedom
of the press, will unfold in the struggle for the regeneration
and development of Soviet democracy. .

The bureaucracy replaced the soviets as class organs with
the fiction of universal electoral rights—in the style of

" continued on page 34
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(Havwanronacmp.3i)

Ona cexkuuft Yerseproro HuTepraunonaza MoCKOB-
CKHe Npoueccu ABHAHCHL He HEOKHIAHHOCTLIO, HE pe-
3yAbTATOM JHYHOTQ  NOMEWATENbCTBA KPEMIEeBCKOLO
AMKTaTOpa, a 38KOHOMepHbiM jaertniieM TepmMupopa.
OHK BbIDOCAH M3 HECTEPNMMBIX TPEHHH BHYTpH COBer-
CkOoH BIOPOKPAaTHH, KOTOPbe, B (BOK Ouepeldb, OTPA-
JKalT MPOTHBOPeuHs Mexay 6rpoxpaTHelt M HapoaOM,
Kak M yray6asiouiHecd aHTIrOHH3ML! B CaMOM €HApO-
nes. KpoBas ¢daHTaCTHYHOCTBY TIPOLIECCOB SBARETCA
NOKa3aTe]eM CHAbLI HATIPRKEHHS TIDOTHBODEUHH M Tpex-
BEl2ET TeM CAMBIM NDHONHKEHHe pa3BA3KM.

Tly6anunble BLICTYNNMEHHA  GLIBLIHX  3arpaHHYHLIX
areHtoB KpeMmsd, oTKalaBlWnxca BepHYTbca B Mockpy,
HEOMPOBEPKHMO TONATBEPAHAH, ¢ CBOeN CTOPOHKI,. YTO
B cocTaBe GIODOKDAaTHH HMEIOTCA BCe OTTEHKH JTONHTH-
yecKoHh MblcAW: -or noldAHuHoro OGonabwesuama (M.
Pafice) no saxkoHyenHoro ¢awnama (P. byrenko). Pe-
BOMIOUItOHHKIE 9NeMeHTh GI0POKPATHH, COCTABAAKUIIE
‘He6OAbILOE MEHLUWIHHCTBO, OTPAXKAIOT, NACCHBHO, Npas-
13, COUMANHMCTHYECKHE HHTepechl Tponerapwara.. Pa-
WHCTCKIE, BOOGINE KOHTP-PEBOIIOUMOHHBIE STEMEHTHI,
HeNpepLIBHO PacTyilHe, BLIPAKAWT bBCe Gonee mocae-
NOBAaTENLHO HHTepeCbl MHDOBOTO HMMNEpHanuima, 3ITH
KaHAHZATH Ha DPOAbL KOMNpajopos He 6e3 OCHOBANHN
CYKTAKT, YTO HOBBLIft TipaBRWHH cof MOxeT 3acTpaxo-
BAaTh CBOW NPHBHIErHPOBAHHbIE MO3HUMM NUILBL TNYTEM
0TK33a OT HAUHOHATH3AUWH, KOMIEKTHBH3IAUHH H MO-
HOMOJIHH BHelWrHeR TOPrOBAH, BO MM\ YCBOEHHs <3amnai-
HOft UMBHIH3AUWHY, T.-€. KanuTanauaMma. Mexay 9THMH
ABYMA MNOAOCAMK  DACNOJIAraloTcA  TIPOMEXYTOWHLIE,

pacnAbiBYaTHiE MEHbLIEBMCTCKH - 3C-9PDOBCKH - JiHOe-
panbHBe TeHAEHUH, KOTOpLle TAroTeloT K GyD:KyalHOM
LeMOKpaTHH,

B camom, Tak HasbiBaeMoM, «GecknaccoBoM» obute-
CTBE HMEIOTCA HeCOMHEHHO Te e rpyNiHPOBKH, YTO H
B OIOPOKDaTHH, TONLKC MEHee SPKO BLIPAKEHHHE H B
o6paTHOM nNpONOPUHMH: CO3IHATENbHBIE KanNMTaXHCTHYE-
CKHe TEHAEHUHH, CBOACTBEHHble, TNABHBIM 06pas3oM, npe-
ycnepamouteft YacTH KOJIXO3HHKOB, XaPaKTepHul JHILb
Ang HeBoabOoro MeHbIUWHCTBA Hacedewns, Ho ouu Ha-
xoanT cefe WHPOKYIO 633y B MENKO-6YPKYa3HbIX TeH-
JNEHUMAX JHYHOrO HAKOMIEHHH, KOTODhi€ BbIDOCTAIOT H3
obweft HywAH H CO3HaTenbHo NoowmpArTcA GIOPOKpa-
THel.

Ha stolt cucteme pacTywiHx anTaroHu3Mowm, Bce 6o-
ee HAPYWAIOUIKX COUMaNbHOe PABHOBECHE, AEPHHTCH,
MEeTO1aMH TeppOpa, TEPMHIOPHAHCKAA ONHIApXHA, CRed-
mwancg HbiHe, raasubiM 06pasoM, K 60Hanap1ucrcxon
knuke Cranuua, C -

Mocneauue cynebubie npoueccy NpedcTaBaank ¢660i0
yaap Haneso. 3To OTHOCHTCA TaKwe H K Pacnpase Haj
BOXAAMH NpaBO# onno3uuMH, HGO, ¢ TOYKK 3PEHHA HH-
TEpPECOB M TEHACHUHA GIONPOKPATHK, npaBas TPYNIHPOS-
Ka cTapo#t 6onblueBHCTCKON MapTHH NpencTaBifAer co-
6o neBywo onacuocTh. Tor cdakt, 4To GoHanaprTHCT-

CKas KiMKa, KOTOPas GOHTCA TakKe M CBOHX TpaBLIX
col03HMKOB, THNAa DByTenko, oXa3anach BbIHYKIEHa, B
HHTEpecax 'caMOCOXPaHeHHd, TPOH3BECTH MONTH MOTO-
noBHOE HcTpebSieHHe CTaporo MOKONEHHA GONblLEBHKOB,
uuns"nercn HEOCTIOPHMbIM CRHAETENLCTBOM KHBYUECTH pe-
BOTIOUHOHHLIX TPagHUMA B MAccaX, Kak H pacTyuiero
#e10BONBCTBA ITHX MOCHEAHHX,

Menko-6ypxyasHble aeMokpaTol 3anana, Byepa elle
APHHHMABIIE MOCKOBCKHE NDOLECCH 33 YHCTYIO MoO-
HeTy, ceroins HacrtoftunBo noBropAwT, uto «8 CCCP
HET HH TPOLUKH3MA, HH TPOUKHCTOB». OHH He OG'ACHA-
io1,'021aKo, NoOueMy BCA YHCTKQ MPOXOAMT MOA 3HAKOM
Gophfm HMEeRHO ¢ 9TOW onacHocTblo. Ecaw  Gpartb
C€TPOLUKH3M®, KAK 32KOHHEHHYK NporpaMmy, teM Gojee
kaK',7 oprauuaauHio, To erpoukHaMy p CCCP HecoMHeH-
RO kpafiHe ¢a3b. HecokpywHmMas cuaz ero COCTOMT,
OHAKO, B TOM, YTO OH BbiPaXaeT He TOALKO DEBO-
JICUHOHHYIO TPAaZHUMIO, HO H CErOAHALINIONW OMNMNO3H-
umnio camoro pabouero knacca. ColHanbHas HeHaBHCTL
pabounx kK 6H0POKPAaTHH — 3TO H eCTb B I1a3ax KpeM-
JeBCKOR KAHKH «TpoukH3M». OHa cMepTenbna M BROA-
He OCHOBATENLHO GOMTCA CMBUKH MEXy FAYXHM BO3-
Mymenueu paboynux u oprannlauneft Yerseproro Hu-
TepHaUHOHANAE.

HUcTpe6aenre cTaporo noxonesua 6oMbilieBHKOB H pe-
BOMJOUHOHHBIX TIPEACTAaBHTeNeH CPEXHero M MAAAILEro
NOKOJNeHHs elle GoJblle HAPYIIMAO NOJMTHYECKOe pab-
HOBECHe B. NOABb3Y npasoro G6YPIKYa3Horo Kpoiaa, 6io-
DOKPAaTHH H €ro COK3HHKOB B CTpade. OTcwla, T.-e.
cnpaBa, MOXHO KixaTh B Gmkakwuf nepuox sce Go-
7lee DELIHTENLHBIX TIOMWTOK NEPEeCTPOHTh COUHANLHLIR
pexum CCCP, mpubauaus ero x <¢3anagnofl LMBHAMIE-
LUHHD, NPEHMYLIECTBeHHO B ee GaAWMNCTCKON (OpMe,

3Ta nepcnexkTHBA NpuaaeT OOAbLIYH) KOHKDETHOCTDH
sonpocy o «3awure CCCP». Ecan 3aBrpa GypxyasHo-
dawncTcKag rpynnupoBka, Tak ckasath, edpakuua By-
TEHKO?, BBHICTYMHT Ha 3aBOEBANME BacTH, T0 «HpaK-
umst Paficcas HeusBexkHo 3afiMer CBoe MecTo MO ApY-
TYIO‘CTODOHy G6appukannl, OKalaBlINC, BPEeMEHHO CO-
w03nHelt Cranuua, oHa Gyner 3allMTaTh, padyMmeercy,
He ero GOHaNapTUCTCKYIO KAHKY, a COUMANbHyK a3y
CCCP, 1.-e. BbIPBAHHYIO y XalHTA/NHCTOB W OTOCYAAp-
CTBAeHHy0 coberpenHocts. Ecan «dpakuua DBytenxos
OKakeTcR B BOEHHOM colo3e ¢ Intaepom, To «dpak-
UHA, 'Paficcas Gyaer sammwar, CCCP ov BoeHHOR WH-
'repBeHunH BHyTpu CCCP, xak u Ha MHDOBOH apeue
Beskoe npyroe moBefeHHe Ouiio 6n H3Menoft,

Ecan, takum o6pasoM, HeloNyCcTHMO OTpHUAThL 3apa-
Hee 'BO3MOKHOCTD, B CTPOro OfpefeneHHbIX CAYYaRX,
ceTHHOro GpoHTa» ¢ TEPMKAOPHAHCKOR uyacTbIo 6rop‘o-
xpaﬁuu NPOTHB OTKPHITOrO HACTYIJNEHHA KaNHTANMHCTH-
YeCKOM NKOHTP-PEeBONIOUMH, TO TIaBHOH NOAMTHYECKOR
sagavet B CCCP octaercs, Bce ke, HH3BEpMWEHHE Ca-
MOft' TePMHLODHAHCKOR GropokpaTHr. Kancamift anumnit
JleHb Ce rOCMOACTBA  PacllaTbiBaeT COLHAMHCTHYECKHE
S/MeMenThl XOIAACTBA H YBEAHUHBAET WAHCH KaNHTAAH-

[ ' ~ Ilpodoamcenue na cmp. 34
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Hitler-Goebbels. [t is necessary to return to the soviets not
only their free democratic form but also their class con-
tent. As once the bourgeoisie and kulaks were not permit-
ted to enter the saviets, so now it is necessary to drive the
bureaucracy and the new aristocracy out of the soviets. In
the soviets there is room only for.representatives of the
workers, rank-and-file collective farmers, peasants and
Red Army men,

Democratization of the soviets is impossible without
legalization of soviet parties. The workers and peasants
themselves by their own free vote will indicate what parties
they recognize as soviet parties.

A revision of planned economy from top to bottom
in the interests of producers and consumers! Factory com-
mittees should be returned the right to control produc-
tion. A democratically organizéd consumers’ cooperative
should control the quality and price of products.

Reorganization of the collective farms in accordance -

with the will and in the interests of the workers there
engaged! o

The reactionary international policy of the burcaucracy

should be replaced by the policy of proletarian interna-
tionalism. The complete diplomatic correspondence of the
Kremlin to be published. Down with secret diplomacy!

All political trials, staged by the Thermidorian bureauc-
racy, to be reviewed in the light of complete publicity and
controversial openness and integrity. [The organizers of
the forgeries must bear the punishment they deserve.

It is impossible to put this program into practice with-
out overthrowing the bureaucracy, which maintains itseif
through violence and forgery.] Only the victorious revolu-
tionary uprising of the oppressed masses can revive the
Soviet regime and guarantee its further development
toward socialism. There is but one party capable of lead-
ing the Soviet masses to msurrectlon—the party of the
Fourth International!

Down with the bureaucratic gang of Cain-Stalin!

Long live Soviet democracy!

Long live the international socialist revolution!@ |

(Hawaro na cmp. 33)

cTHYecKON pecTaBpauHW. B Tom ke HanpasnieHHH ael-
cTByer ¥ KOMHHTEepH, areHT W CoOoGWHHK CTanHHCKOR
KIHKH TI0 YIYWEHHIO MCTMAHCKOflT peBOJIIOUMMH H  Je-
MOpalH3AUMH MEXIYHAapOAHOTO NpoJeTapHaTa.

Kak u B c1panax ¢dawu3Ma, raaBHas cHaa 6|opor\pa-
THW He B Hell caMoif, a B pa3oyapoBasHK Macc, B OT-
CYTCTBMH Y HHX HOBOH mepcnexTHBul. Kak H B CTpa-
Hax dawusma, oT KO'ropord TIONIHTHYECKHA annapar
Crannna HHYEM He OTAHYAeYCA, KpoMe Gonbluefi pa3-
Hy3gaudoctH, 5 CCCP ‘Bo3MoKHa ceituac TONbKO NOA-
rOTOBHTEALHAs NPOMAraHAMCTCKan paGota. Kak K B
crpaHax ¢awuMa, TOAUOK PEBOAIOUNOHHOMY JBHIKE-
HUI0 CORETCKMX padouux Oaayr, BEPOATHO, BHEUIHHE
co6biTHa. Bopb6a npoTH KoMuuTepHa na MHDOBO# ape-
He ecThb ceflyac BaxHe#was yacTh 6opb6bl NPOTHB cTa-
JTHHCKOA AuKTaTypw. Muoroe rosopur 3a To, uTO pac-
nag KomuHTepHa, He KMewwlero npaMoll onopn B
I'NY, 6yaer npeaulecTBOBaThL NageHMI0 OOHANAPTHCT-

UHAAHIMY.

CXO#t " KTHKH H Bcef Boobue Tepmunopuaucxoﬁ mopo-
KDATHH. .
. ””
‘Hosuit nogem pesoniounu B CCCP Haunercs, ‘Heco-
MHEHHO, Moj 3HaMeHeM Gopu6Gbl NPOTHB COUHANBHOrO
HepaBeHCTBA H MOVIMTHYecKoro riera. Jloao#t npusune-
run Gopoxpatuu! Jloaolt craxaHOBulMHY, RONOfi CO-
BETCKYIO apHCTOKPATHIO, ¢ €€ YHHaMH W opleHamm!

. Boablue paBeHcTBa B Omjare Bcex BMAOB Tpydal

H

Bopb6a 3a cBoboay npodecCHOHAIbHbIX COMNO30B H

'33BOACKHX KOMHTeToB, 3a cB0oGoay cobpanufl 4 meuva-

TH pa3BepHercd B 60pbOy 3a BO3pOXKAeHHe H DPA3BH-
THE COBETCKOR NEMOKpaTHH,

_ BropoxpaTHa 3aMeHnnna coBeTs, KaKk KNaccosbie opra-
HB, QHKuKe# Bceobwero M3IGHpaTeALHOro npasa, B

“cTuhe I'utnepa-Te66eanca. CoBeTaM Hy#HO BEPHYTH HE

TOJABKO HX CBODOOHYIC AEMOKDATHYECKYID QOPMY, HO H

-HX KhaccoBoe coaepsanHe. Kax paHbwe B COBeTHl He
.AONYCKANHCh GYPAYa3ua M KYJ1ayecTso, TaK Teneph M3

COBETOB JOMKHL ObiTh H3THaHK GlOPONPATHA M HOBas
ApHCTOKpaTHA. B coBeTax MeCTo TONBKG TIpeACTaBHTE-
JAaM paBoyMX, DAAOBLIX KOAXO3HMUKOB, KPEeCTbfiH, Kpac-
HoapMeHuesB.,

JleMokpaTH3auus COBETOB HeMBICIHMa Ge3 Jeraiu-
sauHn coBeTcKHX naptHA. Camu pafoure H KDeCThAHE,
€BOMM CBOGOAHBIM FONOCOBAHHEM, MOKAKYT, KaKHe Nap-
THH ABAAIOTCH COBETCKHMH,

[NepecmoTp NAaHOBOro Xo3aHcTBA cBepXy A0 HH3Y B
HHTepecax NpOH3IBOAHTeNel W noTpeSuTene#! 3asoa-
CKHe KOMHUTEeTHl ZO/MKHL BepHyTb cefe Npasa KOHTPO-
71 Hag NPOH3IBOACTBOM. [leMOKpaTHYecKH OpPraHu3oBaHs
Haf moTpeSuTeNbCKan KOOMePauUHd AOMKHA KOHTPOAK-
POBAaTL Ka4eCTBO TPOAYKUHH H LEHDI,

_Peoprannsau1s KoNXo30B B8 COOTBETCTBHH ¢ BOJe#
KOAXO3HHKOB H B HHTepecaX KOJAXO3HHKoB!

KoHcepsaTHBHag MemAYHapOAHAA NOJAHTHKA GKpo-

KPaTHHK AO0JXHA 6bITb 3aMeHeHa NMOAHTHKOR nponerap-

CKOro HMHTepHAUMOHANH3MA, Bca AuniomarHueckag ne-
penHcka Kpemag aonkHa ObiTe ony6Gauxobana, Jlojoi
Tallnylo AMIIOMATHIO! '

.Bce nosMTHueckHe npouecchl, NOCTaBleHHble TEPMH-
popuaHckoft SiopoxkpaTHelt, JIONKHK ObITh nepecMoTpe-
Hbl, B 06CTAHOBXe MOAHOH NACHOCTH M COCTA3ATENbLHO-
ro Hauaaa, OpraHH3aTopbl NOANOroB AQMKHbB NOHECTH
3ACAYACHHYIO Kapy.

OcyiuecTeuTbh 3Ty NpPOrpaMMy Henb3s Ge3 HuaBepike-
HHA GIOPOKPATHH, KOTOpad REPWHTCA HACHAMEM H noja-
‘oroM. ToabKko no6Gel0HOCHO: PeBONIOUHOHHOE BOCCTa-
HHe YrHETEHHbIX Macc MOKeT BO3DOAHTb COBETCKHH pe-
UM H obecneyHTh €ro JAainHeflluee ABH:KEHMe K €O-
IToBecTH coBbeTckHe Maccnl Ha BOCCTaHHE
cnocofHa Toabko napTHa Yerpeproro MHTepHauncHana,

Hono#t Gonanaprucrckylo wafiky Kauna-Ctannual
Jla 3apascTbyer COBeTCKag AeMOXpaTHsl

Jla 3npaBcTByer MeAYHapPORHAH COUHAMMCTHYECKad
peBoalouHa! @
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Soviet Play Explodes Stalin’s
Moscow Trials

Spectre of Trotsky

' Haunts

GorbacheVv’

‘REPRINTED FROM WORKERS VANGUARD
NO. 430, 12 JUNE 1987

They were accused of being saboteurs and terrorists,
agents of Nazi Germany and imperial Japan. “I demand
that dogs gone mad should be shot, every one of them!”
screeched prosecutor Andrei Vyshmsky at the Moscow
Trials of the mid-1930s. And every last one of them was
shot. .

They were the Bolshevik Central Committee of 1917,
Lenin's closest comrades-in-arms, the men and women
who guided the fledgling Soviet state through the Civil War
and imperialist military intervention, the commanders of
the Red Army and founders of the Communist Interna-
tional. In the monstrous frame-ups known as the Moscow
Trials, Stalin exterminated the founding generation of the
modern Communist movement. And in 1940 a Stalinist
assassin drove a mountaineer’s ax into the skull of the
man who above all symbolized the revolutionary spirit of
Bolshevism: Leon Trotsky.

But now a play, Mikhail Shatrov's “The Peace Treaty of
Brest-Litovsk” (originally written in 1962), is reportedly
scheduled to open in Moscow on the 70th anniversary of
the October Revolution. The text of the play was recently
published in the literary monthly Novy Mir. According to
the New York Times (30 April), this work “portrays Trot-
sky and Bukharin as devoted associates of Lenin, though
misguided by excessive revolutionary zeal.” It may be dif-
ficult for a Western audience to appreciate the shock effect
for Russians of a Soviet play which presents Trotsky and
Bukharin as authentic leaders of the Bolshevik Revolution.

The Bolshevik Old Guard murdered by Stalin have been
treated as non-persons in the present—day Soviet Union,
and earlier were branded as “traitors to the socialist
motherland.” Well within living memory, anyone who
defended the victims of the Moscow Trials was sent to a
Siberian labor camp. Only yesterday to write favorably of
Bukharin or especially Trotsky was enough to get one

s Russia

After machine-gun attack on his home in Mexico in
1940 Trotsky accuses Stalin of seeking his death. A
few months later he was assassinated by a Stalinist
agent.

expelled from the Communist Party, fired from one’s job
and victimized in all kinds of ways.. Why this taboo that has
lasted half a century? Because the Kremlin bureaucracy,
undéer both Stalin and his heirs, had at all costs to suppress
the authentic Leninist program, represented by the Trot-
skylst Left Opposition.

Now the Moscow Trials are being exploded in this
Moscow play. So long as the figures are more or less his-
torically accurate, it means the rehabilitation of every shot




T L W iy

SPARTACIST.

G.P. Goldshtein

Lenin addressing troops on way to war with Poland, 5 May 1920. When counteroffensive against Pilsudski
brought Red Army to the border of Poland, Lenin argued 1or revolutionary war, hoping to spark a workers

uprising.

Old Bolshevik. Once the Kremlin tops do this, they can no
longer be silent about the role of and what happened to any
of the leaders of the October Revolution. Whatever the
intentions of Shatrov or the Gorbachev regime, the play
indicts the Stalinist gravediggers of the revolution. There
remains in the Soviet Union an abiding identification of
Trotsky with the ideals of the Bolshevik Revolution, which
are alive in the consciousness of the people. If the Bolshe-
vik Old Guard are restored to their rightful places, Trot-
sky's fight for Leninist internationalism against Stalin’s
conservative nationalism can no longer be buried.

It Is the Kremlin Bureaucracy
Which Stands Accused

For some time, various fake-Trotskyist outfits have
appealed to Stalin’s heirs in the Kremlin to rehabilitate
Trotsky, Bukharin, Zinoviev and the other Old Boishe-
viks. Gorbachev's glasnost (openness) has revived these

grotesque appeals. There is now a campaign in Britain, also-

involving a number of feft Labour MPs, to “Clear the
Names of the Accused in the Moscow Trials.” It calls “on
the Soviet government to re-examine the cases against all
these victims of the perversion of Soviet justice™ ( Bulletin in
Defense of Marxism, June 1987).

Trotsky and the other Old Bolsheviks don’t need to be re-
habilitated! The Dewey Commission of 1937 exposed the
Moscow Trials as a monstrous frame-up. History has just

been a little slow to catch up with this verdict. For many
years workers and intellectuals entrapped in the Stalinist
movement actually believed that Trotsky was a Nazi agent.
Seeking to counter this incredible slander, in 1946 his
widow, Natalia Sedova, even made a pathetic and mis-
guided request that the Nuremberg tribunal on Nazi war
crimes take up the case of Trotsky in order to show he had
nothing to.do with the Gestapo. But especially after
Khrushchev's 1956 “secret speech” denouncing the crimes
of Stalin, no one in the world believed the chargcs of the
Moscow Tnals any longcr

Trotsky in particular is regarded as a noble and heroxc
figure even by people far from sympathetic to the Trotsky-
ist cause of international proletarian revolution, The
eminent British left-liberal historian A.J.P. Taylor con-
cluded an essay on Trotsky: “Colonel Robins, the Ameri-
can Red Cross representative at Petrograd, pronounced
history’s verdict: ‘A four-kind son-of-a-bitch, but the great-
est Jew since Jesus Christ’.” French New Wave director
Alain Resnais used the figure of Trotsky in exile in his film
Stavisky as personifying opposition to the decadent,
corruption-ridden Third Republic of the 1930s. The
French bourgeoisie thought so, too. In 1939 the French
ambassador to Germany, Robert Coulondre, warned
Hitler, if war breaks out “there would be only one real
victor—Mr. Trotsky.” Such examples can be muitiplied
a hundredfold. In the political consciousness ‘of the
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Lenin’s Testament

. Lenin’s Testament was written in December 1922-
January 1923. It was read to the delegations at the 13th
Congress of the Communist Party in May 1924 and
thereafter suppressed for decades. Published for the first
time in the Soviet Union in 1956 following Khrushchev's ..

. .revelations to the 20th Party Congress, the Tcstamentf -
‘was recently widely publicized in the English, French* -
and Russian-language Moscow News. -/t has naturally -,

: polzncal and intellectual circles.

.Comrade Stalin, havmg become Secretary,
General has unlimited authority concentrated. in his’
hands; and I am not_sure whether he will always be
capable of using that authonty with sufficient caution.
‘Comrade Trotsky, on the other hand, as his struggle

~against the C.C. on the question of the .People’s
Commissariat for Communications has already proved

s distinguished not only by outstanding ablhty He:jis -

: personally perhaps the most capable man in the present
C. C but he has dlsp]ayed excesswe self—assurance and

‘shown excessive preogcupation with the purely-ad minis-

_theorist of the Party; he is also rightly considered the

become a hot item of discussion and debate m Sowet _' :

" munists, becomes intolerable in a Secretary-General.

trative side of the work....
Bukharin is not only a most valuable and major

favourite of the whole Party, but his theoretical views
can be classified as fully Marxist only with great re-
serve, for there is something scholastic about him (he
has never made a study ofdlalectlcs, and, I think, never
ful]y understood n)

December 25, 1922

Stalm is too rude and this defect, although quite
tolerable in our midst and in dealings among us Com-

That is why I suggest that the comrades think about a
way of removing Stalin from that post and appointing
another man in his stead who in all other respects differs
from Comrade Stalin in having only one advantage,
namely, that of being more tolerant, more loyal, more
polite and more con51derate to the comrades less
capncnous ete.. - ,

January 4, 1923

Lem'n

contemporary world Trotsky stands as a paragon of revo-
lutlonary integrity and militancy.

"Thus the old Stalinist slanders against Trotsky and the-
other Bolshewk leaders and their treatment as non-persons -
in present-day Russia discredit the Soviet bureaucracy—
crimes justified by lies and followed by cover-up. So now
the Kremhn tops-are trying to rehabilitate rhemselves. The
Gorbachev regnme which takes pride in its suave handling
of public opinion, has shifted the official Soviet treatment,
of Trotsky. He is now presented as a revolutionary
romantic, an ultraleftist whose political line would embroil
the Sov1et state in dlsastrous wars with the Western imperi-
alist powers.

This, distortion is not a new invention; it is also taken
right from the ideological arsenal of Stalinism. Before
Stalin accused Trotsky of being a Nazi agent he accused
him of advocating military adventurism against the . West.:
Forexample, S. Rabinovich’s Stalinist-revisionist History;
of the Civil War (1935) condemns Trotsky for allegedly

wan;ing to “bring the revolution to Europe on the bay-
onets of the Red Army.” The extermination of the Bol-
shevik Old Guard and the special vilification of the Left -
Opposition in the Moscow Trials of the mid-1930s was
designed to further Stalin’s program of “socialism in one
country,” in particular through the “popular front” with
the “democratic” imperialist powers (Britain and France)
against Nazi Germany. Simultaneously, Stalin strangled
the Spanish Revolution. i
Shatrov's play about Brest-Litovsk serves the Stalinist
program of “peaceful coexistence” with imperialism
although it was not written by one of Gorbachev's glib
propagandlsts Written in 1962, it is a product of the fer-
ment which gripped the Soviet intelligentsia following
Khrushchev’s denunciation of Stalin. In the late 1950s, the
Stalinist victims of the Moscow Trials and military men
like Marshal Tukhachevsky were officially rehabilitated.
But as the late Isaac Deutscher wrot€ at the time, it was gro-
tesque and indecent thatlittle-known Stalinistapparatchiks

Trotsky testifying
before 1937
commission of Inquiry,
headed by American
_educator John Dewey,
which exposed Stalin’s
-Moscow Trlals as a
monstrous frame-up.




SPARTACIST

Lenin’s General Staff of 1917

STALIN THE EXECUTIONER ALONE REMAINS

s A -
SVERDLOY
Dead

- A,
ISUI\H:\NI\
Shat

RYKOV
Shot

s
KOLLONTALI
Missing?

MURANOV
Disappeared

SHOMYAN

BERZIN
Dead ?

. The Comril Committee of The Bolshevik Party in 1917

TROTSKY
In Exile

KAMENEY
Shot

Limgmy i
R

ZlN()\ LEY
Shot

[ . _—
SOKOLNIKOV
In Prison

BUBNOY
Disappeared

JOFFB
Suicide

MILIUTIN
Missing

BTASSOV A
Disappesared

ARTEM
Dead

Socialist Appeal

Amerlcan Trotskyists’ Socialist Appeal (1938) documented smun s extermination of the Bolshevik leadership

of the October Revolution.

like Eikhe and Postyshev were rehabilitated with much
fanfare while nothing was said of Trotsky, Bukharm or
Zinoviev. .

Surviving veterans of the revolution and Cwnl War,
families of the Moscow Trials victims and young Com-
munist intellectuals like Roy Medvedev demanded histori-
cal justice for the Bolshevik Old Guard. In 1962 Khru-
shchev promised Bukharin's widow and son to consider
restoring the man Lenin once called “the favorite of the
whole Party™ to party honor. But by then the Khrushchev-
ite “thaw” was already freezing over, and after Khru-
shchev was ousted in 1964 a lid was clamped on those
intellectuals concerned with the fate of the Bolshevik Old
Guard. Roy Medvedev, forexample, was expelled from the
Communist. Party in 1968 after writing a letter to Pravda
criticizing an article which had defended Stalin.

But the ghosts of the Bolshevik Oid Guard refused to lie
buried. Now, since Gorbachev has stated “there must be no
fo'rgbtten names, no blank spaces, either.in history or in lit-
erature,” there has been aspate of new and long-suppressed
works dealing with the crimes of Stalin and the “hidden his-
tory” of Soviet Russia. They're again attacking Stalin’s
sabotage of the Soviet Union’s defense against the Nazi
German invasion of 1941, And a new edition of the Soviet

encyclopedia The Great October Socialist Revolution to be
published this fall will include for the first time such fig-
ures as Trotsky, Kamenev and Radek.

The Gorbachev Line and Brest-Litovsk

Why has Shatrov’s play on the 1918 Brest-Litovsk treaty
with Germany, written a quarter century ago, now been
revived and on such an auspicious occasion as the 70th
anniversary of the October Revolution? Because Gorba-
chev has utilized and distorted the dispute within the
Bolshevik leadership over signing this treaty to justify
conciliation of imperialism in general and opposition 1o

_revolutionary war in principle. Addressing the 27th Con-

gress of the CPSU early last year, he stated:
*...socialism has never, of its own free will, related its
future to any military solution of international problems.
This was borne out at the very first big discussion [over
the Brest-Litovsk treaty] that took place in our Party after
the-victory of the Great October Revolution. During that
discussion, as we may recall, the views of the ‘Left Com-
munists’ and the Trotskyites, who championed the theory
of ‘revolutionary war’ which, they claimed. would carry
socialism to other countries, were firmly rejected....
Today, too, we are firmly convinced that pushing revo-
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Play on Brest-Litovsk treaty by
Mikhail Shatrov (shown left in lzvestia
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lutions from outside, and doubly so by military means, is
futile and inadmissible.”
—New Times [Moscow], 10 March 1986

-

What Gorbachev is concerned with here is not simply, or,

mainly, general principles and historical analysns Since
late 1979 the Soviet army has been fighting and winning'a
war in Afghanistan against ClA-armed Islamic fanatics
who want to re-enslave Afghan women-to the veil. In a
bureaucratically deformed way Russia 1s now engaged in a
revolutionary war on its southern border. U.S. imperial-
ism has demanded Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan as
a key test of Gorbachev's “sincerity” in seeking better
relations.

For its part, the Gorbachev regime has indicated a will-

ingness to abandon Afghanistan if a face-saving deal can be’

made. But “national reconciliation™ with the feudalist
Islamic reactionaries is utterly unreal, and would mean
abandoning Afghanistan to imperialist-backed counter-
revolution, And in denouncing revolutionary war, Gorba-
chev may also be going after the Vietnamese, whose libera-
tion of Kampuchea from the genocidal Pol Pot regime has
upset U.S. imperialism and its local ASEAN puppets.
Shatrov’s play on the Brest-Litovsk treaty falsifies
Lenin’s position in a way that serves the Gorbachev line.
"While only the concluding scene has to date been trans-
lated into English (New Times, 30 March), the political
thrust of the work is clear. The play ends with Lenin giving
this supposed speech:
,“We have to build, and hence for us the desire for peace is
not a tactical manoeuvre ina moment of weakness, it is the
sum and substance of the whole of our policy, our whole
lives. An hour of peace is worth a thousand times more to
socialism than a day of war, even a victorious war.”
Lenin never said anything remotely #ike this during the
Brest-Litovsk dispute or any other time. In fact, he said
exactly the opposite in the very article in which he argued
for immediately accepting the German terms:

- “Unquestionably, even at this juncture we must prepare

" forarevolutionary war. We are carrying out this promise,
as we have, in general, carried out all our promises that
could be carried out at once: we annulled the secret
treaties. offered all peoples a fair peace, and several times
did our best to drag out peace negotiations so as to give

20-26 Aprll 1987
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‘other peoples a chance to join us.
“But the question whether 1t is posmble to carry on a

-revolutionary war now, immediately, must be decided

" exclusively from the point of view of whether material con-

lution which has already begun.” [emphasis in original]
—"On the History of the Question of the
oy Unfortunate Peace™ (January 1918)

39

Weekly) portrays Trotsky and Bukharin

. ditions permit it, and of the interests of the socialist revo-

Wﬂat, then, was the dispute over the Brest-Litovsk treaty

really about? Three and a half years of imperialist war with

. . 3
Germany broke the old Russian army; soldiers were desert-
ing en masse. As Lenin put it, the peasantsin uniform were |
voting with their feet for peace. When the new Bolshevik '

government entered peace negotiations with the central’

powers at Brest-Litovsk,

Baltic lands, Byelorussia and much of the Ukraine. Voic-

the German high command’
demanded a peace of surrender, annexing Poland, the.

ing the indignation of many Communist militants,’

Bukharin called for “a holy war against militarism and
1mper|allsm Lenin did not oppose such a war in princi-
ple. But he insisted that the fledgling Soviet state did not as
that moment have the forces to wage it. Even Shatrov's
play has Lenin arguing against Bukharin: “A revolution-
ary war requires an army—we have no army.” The Soviet
state soon built the Red Army, led by Trotsky, which drove
the forces of 14 imperialist powers out of Russia.

Under the slogan “neither war nor peace,” Trotsky
sought a middle way between Bukharin's call for a revolu-
tionary war and Lenin’s willingness to sign a peace of sur-

render. His formula: “We interrupt the war and do not sign -
the péace—we demobilize the army.” Basically, this was a-

maneuver to buy time for the German and Austrian work-
ing classcs to topple Hmdenburg/Ludendorff Again,
Lenin'did not oppose Trotsky's maneuvering in'principle;

he simply didn’t believe it would work. Without a peace*

treaty he feared the German high command would immedi-
ately resume the offensive, and the German workers would
not rise up in time to save the Soviet republic, Lenin’s
judgment proved realistic. When Trotsky broke off nego-
tiations in mid-February, the Gérmans did resume the
offensive, threatening Petrograd, and dictated even worse
peace, terms. And the German Revolution did not break
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out until nine months after the Brest-Litovsk treaty was
finally signed.

. The Gorbachev line that Lenin opposed revoluticnary
war in principle is totally fraudulent. This was clearly
shown in the 1920 Russo-Polish war when Leninand Trot-
sky, as it were, switched roles. In the spring of 1920 Polish
strong man Joseph Pilsudski (lately the hero of Solidar-
nos¢) invaded the Soviet Ukraine with the aim of annexing
it. A successful counteroffensive brought the Red Army to
the borders of national Poland. The question was then
-posed pointblank: conclude peace with Pilsudskior go over
to the offensive in a revolutionary war against Poland.

Of the top Bolshevik leaders Trotsky most strongly
advocated an immediate peace. In his 1930 auto-
biography, My Life, he explained his position:

“Even more perhaps than any one clse, | did not want this -

war, because | realized only too clearly how difficult it
would be to prosecute it after three years of continuous
civil war. ...
“A point of view that the war which began as one of
defense should be turned into an offensive and revolution-
ary war began to grow and acquire strength, In principle,
of course, | could not possibly have any objection to sucha
course. Thc question was simply one of the correlation of
forces.”
So much for the Gorbachev line that Trotsky was a com-
pulsive military adventurer!

The hardliner on the Bolshevik Central Committee fora
revolutionary war against Pilsudski's Poland was none
other than Lenin. In particular, he argued that the road
linking Soviet power with Germany, then still in the throes
of revolution, lay through Warsaw. Speaking to a con-
gress of leather industry workers in October 1920, shortly
after the Red Army was turned back from Warsaw, Lenin
stated:

“The Versailles Peace has turned Poland into a buffer state
which is to guard against German contact with Soviet
communism and is regarded by the Entente as a weapon
against the Bolsheviks. .

“Had Poland- turned Sovnet, had the Warsaw workers
received from Soviet Russia help they awaited-and wel-
comed, the Peace of Versailles would have been smashed,
and the entire international system set up as a result of the
victory over Germany would have collapsed. France
would not then have had a buffer protecting C‘crmdny
against Soviet Russia.”

So much for the Gorbachev liné that Lenin opposed using
the Red Army to promote revolution in capitalist Europe!

And it’s worth noting that a major cause of the Russian
defeat in Poland was that Stalin, then senior commissar on
the southern front, repeatedly defied orders from -the
Soviet Supreme Command to reinforce Tukhachevsky's
main army outside Warsaw. This failure allowed Pilsud-
ski, aided by French military advisers, to successfuily
attack Tukhachevsky's flank. (For a discussion of the 1920
Russo-Polish war and the disputes generated by it within

the Bolshevik leadership, see “The Bolsheviks and the -
Spartacist [English edition] No,

LY

‘Export of Revolution’,
29, Summer 1980.)

Return to the Path of Lenin and Trotsky! -

Gorbachev and his intellectual supporters doubtless
think they’re being very clever in handling the explosive
Trotsky question. They are rehabilitating him in a back-
handed way without actually condemning Stalin for mur-
dering the co-leader of the October Revolution. They have

The Last Words
of Adolf Joffe

Adolf Joffe was one of Trotsky's oldest and closest
political collaborators, joining the Bolshevik Central
Committee with him in July 1917. His health failing
and persecuted by the Stalinist regime, he committed
suicide in 1927. Near his deathbed was found a letter to

- Trotsky.

*1 have never doubted the correctness of the way you
have pointed out, and you know that for more than
twenty years, ever since the ‘Permanent Revolution,’ |
have been with you. But | have always thought that you
lacked the inflexibility, the intransigeance of Lenin, his
resolution to remain at the task alone, if need be, in the
road that he had marked out, sure of a future majority,
of a future recognition by all of the rightness of that
road. You have always been right politically, beginning
with 1905, and I have often told you that with my own
ears | have heard Lenin admit that in 1905 it was not
he, but you, who were right. In the face of death one
does not lie, and 1 repeat this to you now.

But you have often renounced your right position in
favour of an agreement, a compromise, whose value
you overestimated. That was wrong, | repeat: politi-
cally you have always been in the right, and now more
than ever you are in the right. Some day the party will
understand this, and history be forced to recognize it.

Moreover don't be afraid today if certain ones
desert you.”

—f{rom The Lasi Words of Ado-’fJoffe
A Letier 10 Leon Trotsky (16 November 1927)

conceded that Trotsky was subjectively a revolutioriary
while portraying him as an ultraleftist and military adven-
turer. But Gorbachev will be no more successful in bend-
ing the history of Soviet Russia to his line of “peaceful
coexistence” than Stalin was in falsifying the history of the
revolution with the executioner’s bullet.

Politically thoughtful Soviet workers as well as intellec-
tuals will want to see for themselves what Trotsky had to
say. If Gorbachev’s talk of glasnost and removing the -
“blank spaces” in Soviet history are to mean anything, the
state publishing houses should bring out the writings of
Leon Trotsky, co-leader of the October Revolution. There
the Soviet reader will find courageous denunciations of
Stalin's crimes and betrayals at the time, not half a century
late. They will learn of the existence of tens of thousands of
Left Oppositionists in the USSR who went to their deaths

- rather than betray the heritage of October.

They will also find a program to overcome the cor-
ruption, social pathology (e.g., widespread alcoholism)
and political and economic malaise of Gorbachev's Russia.
And they will find a program to end once and for all the ter-
rible threat of nuclear holocaust which hangs over man-
kind. That program is to return to the road of Lenin, to
reforge Trotsky's Fourth International, to restore soviet
democracy by ousting the Kremlin bureaucracy, and
extend the October Revolution to the entire planet. ®

»
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Stalinist Betormers Look tq'the Right Opposition

The Campaign to
“Rehabhilitate” Bukharin

Mikhail Gorbachev singled out Nikolai Bukharin, of all
Stalin’s victims, for special mention in his speech-com-
memorating the 70th anniversary of the Russian Revolu-
tion. While Gorbachev stopped short of rehabilitating
Bukharin, or any other Old Bolshevik, his praise of Bukha-
rin's contributions to the “struggle against Trotskyism”
clearly signaled that Bukharin's political legacy lies some-
where within the “permissible” limits of glasnost—and
Leon Trotsky’s outside of them.

In the late 1970s, a campaign to demand the rehabilita-
tion of Nikolai Bukharin was initiated by Bukharin's
widow and son and vigorously pursued by the “Eurocom-
munists,” a current tending toward social democracy
within the West European Stalinist parties. By taking up
Bukharin’s cause, the Eurocommunists were able to adopt
a leftist veneer while at the same time distancing them-
selves from the Kremlin. U.S. imperialism’s Cold War 11

under Jimmy Carter’s hypocritical “human rights cru-

sade” had just begun. The Eurocommunists defended
Bukharin and the likes of admitted imperialist spy Anatoly
Shcharansky, to prove their “democratic” credentials to
their own bourgemsnes and U.S. imperialism.

Trailing in the wake of the Eurocommunists were the
fake-Trotskyists of Ernest Mandel’s “United Secretariat of
the Fourth International” (USec). Mandel heads the list of
. centrist and reformist charlatans who have dragged the
name “Fourth International” into the muck of anti-
Sovietism. All wings of Mandel’s very disunited interna-
tional organization signed up as foot soldiers in western
imperialism’s drive against the land of the October Revo-
lution. Today they call for the withdrawal of Soviet troops
from Afghanistan and give fulsome support to counterrev-
olutionary Polish Solidarnos¢, the ‘only “union” loved by
the Vatican and the world bourgeoisie.

But Ernest Mandel and his followers are nothmg if not

consummate opportunists who always go with what is pop-
ular in petty-bourgeois circles. With “Gorby chic” now the
going thing, will the USec be able to resist tailing Gorba-
chev or some wing of the Soviet bureaucracy? Mandel has
peddled the illusion of bureaucratic self-reform before.
After the East German workers uprising in 1953, he and his
mentor Michel Pablo published a manifesto which made
no mention of the critical vehicle for political revolution
which the uprising lacked—a party imbued with the revo-
lutionary goals of Lenin and Trotsky. Instead, they called
for “Real democratization of the Communist Parties.” As
if any of the Communist Parties today could represent the
continuity of Lenin’s revolutionary Communist Interna-

It Mondo
Nikolai Bukharin. Of all the Moscow Trial victims not
in Stalin’s own faction, Bukharin can most easily be
claimed by the bureaucracy as one of its own.

tional! Pablo/Mandel destroyed Trotsky's Fourth Interna-
tional with their revisionism in the period 1951-53, when
they abandoned the struggle to build proletarian vanguard
parties, instead liquidating the small Trotskyist nuclel into
the reformist Stalinist parties.

We reprint here an excerpt from “The Campaign to
‘Rehabilitate’ Bukharin,” (Workers Vanguard No. 220,
1 December 1978) which analyzes why the economic
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and social proposals of Bukharin during the period of
Stalinization in the mid to late 1920s might be palatable to
the hberal Stalinist reformers of today. Trotskyists call for
an- 1ndepcndcnt party on a program of workers power to
sweep out the bureaucratic usurpers!

While refusing to call on the Stalinist murderers to pass
judgment on their victims, while proclaiming their inno-
cence and calling on the Soviet working class to restore
them to their true role in history, we do not therefore glo-
rify all those slain by the GPU as intrepid revolutionaries.
In"fact, those who were made to “confess” to the most
absurd crimes at the Moscow Trials, then to be ignomini-
ously shot after they had served their purpose, were one
:Eind all former right oppositionists, members of the Stalin
faction or capitulationists. Many of them had already done
years of dirty work for the Kremlin against the persecuted
Left Opposition.

The current appeal is no doubt partially due to his

family’s latest efforts. But it is far from accidental that it is-

Bukharin—rather than, say, Zinoviev or Kamenev, not to
mention Trotsky—who'is the focus of the “rehabilitation”
campaign. “Bukharinism™ has been a popular current

. among sections of the East European Stalinist bureauc-
racy and among certain “socialist dissident™ circles, as
well as among Western liberals. Bukharin’s biographer
Stephen Cohen is representative of this viewpoint, as the
concluding words of his book make clear:

“I...reformers succeed in creating a more liberal com-

munism, a ‘socialism with a human face,’ Bukharin's out-

look and the NEP-style order he defended may turn out to

have been after all, the true prefiguration of the Com-
munist future—the alternative to Stalinism after Stalin.”
—Bukharin and the Bolshevik Revolution (1971)

“Those social and economic policies associated with
Bukharin have exerted a widespread, if generally under-
ground, influence among reformers in the East Euro-
pean bureaucratic/ petty-bourgeois elite, from economists
to top CP politicians. Alexander Erlich’s The Soviet

(1974),
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Stalin’s press smeared oppositionists. Left: Bukharin
and Trotsky as Gestapo’s running dogs, 1938. Right:
Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev depicted in league with
Nazis in 1936.

Industrialization Debate (1960) points out that: “It is
astonishing to discover how many ideas of Bukharin's anti-
Stalinist program of 1928-29 were adopted by current
reformers as their own....” A later work by Moshe Lewin,
Political Undercurrems in 'Soviet Economic Debates
is devoted to the thesis that Bukharinism is
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The Many Faces
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of ecoriomic thought in the

the major “undercurrent”
deformed workers states.
Cchen, Lewin and others cite such figures as Ota Slk the
author of Dubgek's economic program during the 1968
Prague Spring, and Hungarian reform Stalinist Imre Nagy,
executed in 1958 by “de-Stalinizer” Khrushchev, as propo-
nents of Bukharinist policies, albeit in guarded fashion.
What appeals to these liberal Stalinists in Bukharin’s eco-
nomic ideas is his opposition to centralized planning and
his advocacy of market-oriented autonomy for state enter-
prises and of a significant private peasant sector. '
During the mid-1920s, the period of the New Economnic

Policy (NEP), Bukharin and his bloc partners Rykov and-

Tomsky represented the most conservative elements of the
bureaucracy, those most conciliatory to the wealthier peas-
ants (the kulaks) and petty capitalists (the Nepmen).
Bukharin generalized the rétreat, the “breathing space”
which the NEP was intended to provide after the devasta-
tion of the Civil War, into a theory that reliance on the
peasant private market was the only possible road to social-
ism. Hence his sensational 1924 chalienge to the kulaks
“Enrich yourselves!” (This slogan, a direct translation.of
the admonition by Guizot, minister of France’s “bourgeois

‘monarch” Louis Philippe in the 1830s—“enrichissez- .

vous"—was too much even for Stalin.)

Bukharin actually provided early on much of the .

“theoretical” justification for Stalin’s pronouncement of
the theory of “socialism in one country.” In explaining his
théory of “peaceful-organic-economic” growth he wrote in
early 1924 that “A victory in this type of class struggle (we
abstract here from the problem of the external order) is the
final victory of socialism.” Bukharin~even developed an
implicit theoretical justification for the bureaucracy. In a

long article, “The Bourgeois Revolution and the Proletar-
ian Revolution" (1922), he developed his thesis that the
proletariat as a class, throughout the world, was “unripe”
and *unable to prepare itself for organizing all of society™
prior to seizing power.

.While Stalin may have been a- more sinister figure than
Bukharin, the economic program of the Bukharin/Rykov/

- Tomsky Right Opposition was the more immediate and

dangerous threat to the preservation of proletarian state
power. As the 1927 Platform of ihe Joint Opposition
pointed . out, these policies led to “abandonment of the
fundamental principle of Marxism that only a powerful
socialized industry can help the peasants transform agri-
culture along collectivist lines.” The logic of this concilia-
tion of petty commodity production would pose the threat

- of cgunterrevolution: “capitalism, recruiting its strength in=

the country, will undermine the foundations of socialism in’
the towns.”

1t is.these aspects of Bukhanmsm Wthh are partlcularly'
attractive to liberal Stalinist reformers of the Dubdek or.
Imre. Nagy variety, because they simultaneously appear to,
provide for more “freedom™—actually more latitude for an
educated technocratic elite, from which they are drawn—
while claiming to avoid the harsh necessity of shattering
bureaucratic domination by restoring workers democracy
and soviets and extending the revolution 1mernauonally

-

Bukharin s Capitulatlon

Bukharin was hardly the staunch anti-Stalinist his sup-
porters make him.cut to be. Actually he was a vital ally of
Stalin in smashing the United Opposition of Trotsky and
Zinoviev/Kamenev in 1926-27 at a crucial moment in the
consolidation of the bureaucracy's power. Stalin found
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Bukharin’s talents as a facile theorist and his popularity
invaluable, and the lovable “favorite of the whole party”

soon became one of the rabid polemicists against the left. -

Isaac Deutscher, in The Propher Unarmed (1959), de-
scribes his “strange, almost macabre performance” at the
15th CPSU Congress in October 1926, where his cynical
sneers, vicious character assassination and sophisticated-
sounding pyrotechnics caused even Stalin to laugh, “He
does not argue with them, he slaughters them.”

“You have done well to make up your mind—this is the
last minute—the iron curtain of history is just coming
down,” Bukharin reportedly told Zinoviev and Kamenev
after the breakup of the Joint Opposition and their
capitulation in December 1927. Bukharin was to remain
behind that “iron curtain” of Stalinism even after Stalin
had dumped him and the Right had become the Right
Opposition. All Bukharin's differences with Stalin over
industrialization- and collectivization were consciously
contained within the upper levels of the Sowviet bureauc-
racy, bounded by his acceptance of the fundamental tenet
of Stalinism: that an apparatus ruling over the proletariat,
not soviet democracy, was necessary.

And-Bukharin soon capitulated, in a manner no less des-
picable than Zinoviev's and Kamenev's. Writing some time

later, Trotsky insisted on the intra-bureaucratic nature of

the Right Opposition’s differences with Stalin:
“There is an altogether different, but in its kind no less
symptomatic, significance in the 100 percent capitulation
- of Rykov, Tomsky, and Bukharin. The political cohorts of

these leaders spread far into the camp of class enemies. We

predicted more than once that the sharpening of the crisis
of the revolution must inevitably throw the tiny Bolshevik
head of the Right Opposition against its hefty counter-
revolutionary tail. The moment for this has arrived.
Alarmed by the mood of their own followers, leaders of
the Right Opposition crawled on their knees to the official
leadership. They were able to go through with this all the
more easily because no matter how acute the fight has
become from moment to moment, it nevertheless
remained a fight between left and right shadings in the
. camp of bureaucratic centrism.”
. —"Alarm Signal!” (March 1933)
nght down to his execution in 1938 Bukharin never
again played an independent political role, functioning
simply as an errand boy for Stalin, who allowed him to edit
Izvestia for a while. He was also permitted to draft the
notorious “Stalin Constitution” of 1936, then hailed as “the
world’s most dermocratic ‘constitution.” Bukharin was
apparently proud of his role in producing this piece of
sophistry, and the Russell Foundation devotes an entire
chapter in Ken Coates’ little book on the campaign to
“Bukharin’s Constitution.” This is his “legacy“ to the
Soviet people, it seems, for:
“The cry of a whole new generation of critics of the Soviet
Establishment since 1956 has been, not ‘overthrow the
Constitution,’ but ‘enforce the Constitution’.” )
This amounts to a stunning criticism of the current gen-
eration of “Soviet dissidents.” It would not have occurred
to the Left Oppositionists jailed in the labor camps of
Vorkuta and Siberia to appeal to Stalin o the basis of the
“Bukharin Constitution.” Nor, obviously, was it of much
use to its author. But, then, neither were the rest of his
voluminous ‘writings on Stalin’s behalf against the Left
Opposition, There 1s never much point to mgranalmg
oneself with traitors.

As the miserable history of the Right Opposition demon-

. strates, “Bukharinism” was incapable of being any “alter-

native™ to Stalinism as a “road to socialism.” Bukharin’s
identification with the parasitic, bonapartist bureaucracy,

" and his recoil from the capitalist appetites of his’ base,

completely paralyzed_any iindependent struggle the Bu-
kharinites could have mounted. Attempts by Stalinist re-
formers in East Europe to implement Bukharinist reforms
have led only to increased class tensions and instability.
The logic of “consistent Bukharinism”—i.e., “socialism in
one country™ built through reliance on market forces, par-
ticularly private peasant agriculture—leads ultimately-to
unleashing the forces of capitalist restoration. _ |

The only revolutionary alternative to-Stalinist domma-
tion of the degenerated/deformed workers stdtes is the
program of Trotskyism: for the re-establishment of
waorkers democracy through political revolution; for
centralized economic planning and collectivization of
agriculture, controlled not by technocratlc/bureaucrauc
elites but by genuine soviets; for economic integration of
the workers states and extension of the revolution. And
this requires the construction of a Trotskyist vanguard
workers party irreconcilably- hostllc to all wings of the
ruling bureaucracxes [ ]
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-~ In Defense of
Marshal Tukhachevsky

REPRINTED FROM WORKERS VANGUARD
NO. 321, 14 JANUARY 1983 ’

Letter:
' 24 November 1981

Department of English

Montclair State College

Upper Montclair, New Jersey 07043
_The' Editor, Workers Vanguard
‘Dear Sir:

In your interesting article exposing Solidarnosé¢ (“Pil-
sudski and Counterrevolution in Poland”, WV 20 Nov.
1981, p. 7}, you state that the failure of the Red Army’s
drive in July-August 1920 against Warsaw was due in part
to “Stalin’s insubordination.”

This is not the opinion of the most recent scholar of the
subject, Professor Norman Davies. Inan article in the anti-
communist journal Soviet Studies (Vol. 23, No. 4, April,

" 1972), Prof. Davies concluded that Stalin was not guilty of
insubordination (p. 584). Davies also reveals that the “Sta-
lin’s insubordination” story is pushed today by current
Soviet defenders of Marshal Tukhachevsky, who had been
in overall command of the operation against Warsaw for
the Red Army.

Soviet historians do not speak of it today, but Tukha-
chevsky was ‘a well-known anti-Semite- and right-wing
Socialist, not at all unlike the Pilsudski portrayed in your
article. Tukhachevsky's views were outlined by a friend and
ex-comrade in German captivity, the former French officer
Rémy Roure (“Pierre Fervacque”), in his book, Le chef de
l'armée rouge (*Head of the Red Army™), 1928 (see pp. 24-5
for Tukhachevsky’s attacks on Jews and Bolsheviks). Far
from repudiating this account, Tukhachevsky kept up his
fnendshlp with Roure until shortly before his execution in
the “military purges” of June, 1937 (see Fervacque’s amcle
in Le Temps, July 24, 1937, p. 3).

1 think you should beware of repeating judgments that
ech‘o those of contemporary Soviet historians, even when,
as in this case, the latters’ views appcar to correspond W1lh
those of Trotsky ‘ .

Respectfully yours,
-Grover C. Furr 111

Reply:
] (]
WV replies: We thank Professor Furr for his letter draw-
ing our attention to the continuing circulation of certain
timeworn falsehoods regarding Marshal of the Soviet
Union Tukhachevsky. Tukhachevsky a “well-known anti-
Semite and right-wing Socialist™? It is not surprising to find

Sovioto

Marshal Mikhail Tukhachevsky, Red Army hero,
murdered in Stalin's purge, '

such’ defamation is still current—after all, lots of people
still “know that Lenin was the Kaiser’s agent and Trotsky
Hnler s. Underlymg the questions of historic fact raised by
Professor Furr is a crucial polntlcal issue: whether Stalin
was justified in liquidating the senior cadres of the Red
Army officer corps on the eve of Hitler's invasion of the
Soviet Union.

Mikhail Tukhachevsky, Red Armycommander and Bol-
shevik since World War |, was executed by Stalinin 1937 as
a German spy; his wife and brother died in prison. He was
“rehabilitated” in the Soviet Union in the course of the 1956
Khrushchev revelations which exposed a fraction of Sta-
lin’s, monstrous crimes against the October Revolution.
Obviously only the Kremlin archives could lay bare the full
depth and breadth of Stalin's murder and defamation of
Marshal Tukhachevsky. We have drawn on the limited
materials at our disposal to sort out historical fact from
Stalinist falsehoods; it seems sufficient for the point at
hand. If other readers believe they have significant new
information to offer on this question, we would be glad to
discuss it further.

Leon Trotsky, in Stalin (1941), wrote of the young
Tukhachevsky:

“Until the conquesl of power by the Bolsheviks, he had
been a lieutenant in the Tsarist Army. The October Revo-
lution won him over heart and soul. He not only offered his
services to the Red Army but became a Communist. He
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distinguished himself almost immediately at the front, and
within a year had become a general of the Red Army. His
brilliance as a strategist was acknowledged by admiring
foes who were the victims of that very brilliance.”
Trotsky, as Tukhachevsky's immediate commander dur-
ing the 1920 Polish campaign, was certainly ina position to
know what occurred then. Writing in October 1939, shortly
after the Hitler-Stalin pact and the entry of Soviet troops

into eastern Poland, Trotsky gives the following account of

Stalin’s earlier betrayal:

“But Stalin also has his personal motive for the invasion of
Poland, as almost always. 2 motive of vengeance. in 1920
Tukhachevsky, the future marshal, led the Red troops
against Warsaw, The future Marshal Yegorov advanced
toward Lemberg[Lwow]. With Yegorov was Stalin, When
it became clear that Tukhachevsky was menaced on the
Vistula by a counterattack, the Moscow command or-
dered Yegorov to turn north in the direction of Lublin, in
order to help Tukhachevsky. But Stalin feared that Tukha-
chevsky, after having taken Warsaw, would ‘seize'
Lemberg, thus depriving him of this achievement. Hidden
behind the authority of Stalin, Yegorov did not {fulfill the
order of the general staff. Only four days later, when the
critical situation of Tukhachevsky became acute, did the
armies of Yegorov turn north toward Lublin. But it was
already too late. The catastrophe was at hand. In the high
councils of the party and of the army, ali knew that the per-
son responsible for the ¢crushing of Tukhachevsky was Sta-
lin. The present invasion of Poland and the seizure of
Lemberg is thus for Stalin a revenge for the grandiose fail-
ure of 1920."
—Trotsky, Portraits, Political and Personal
{reprint of an article dated 2 October 1939)

This is confirmed in Wollenberg's The Red Army, where
both Tukhachevsky and Pilsudski are quoted in detail;
their statements fully confirm Trotsky's account. We have

previously written on the 1920 Polish campaign, in partic- .

ular in our article “The Bolsheviks and the ‘Export of Rev-
olution’.” in Spartacist No. 29, Summer 1980.

. Professor Furr’s letter cites as his “authority” the article
in Soviet Studies by Norman Davies, an open admirer of
Pilsudski’s “iron will.” But far from acquitting Stalin of

insubordination, this article in fact confirms Stalin’s delib-

erate defiance of the directives of Lenin and the Politburo.’

Davies acknowledges “the absence of coordination
between the Soviet Western Command [under Tukha-
chevsky] and the three armies of the South-Western Com-
mand [led by Stalin and Yegorov}. Despite an order of 13
August to assist the Western Front, the South-Western
Command played no significant part in the battle
whatsoever....” He goes on to describe Stalin’s opposition
to a planned division of the South-Western Command
which would have placed a major section under Tukha-

chevsky's command: “...there is definite proof that he-

accepted the Politburo's plan with bad grace. On 4 August,
when Lenin informed him of the proposed division of the
South-West Front, he cabled back: ‘The Politburo ought
not to bother with such trifles’.” After vacillating under
pressure from Stalin, Kamenev finally ordered the Twelfth
Army and the First Cavalry Army (the“Konarmia™) trans-
ferred on August 13—an order which Stalin, as political
commissar, refused tosign. According to Davies, Stalin did
not directly countermand this order, but instead “ordered
the Konarmia on 12 August to besiege Lwdw, knowing that
it was due to be transferred to the West.... Was it to spite
Tukhachevsky, as Trotsky and other more recent Soviet
commentators have maintained? Was it to win glory? Was
it to enmesh the ‘Konarmia’ in an engagement from which

no order of Kamenev's could extract it?.,. All one can say
for certain is that Stalin was profoundly suspicious-of the
regrouping, .. .that he did nothing to help it but that he was
not guilty of open insubordination” (our emphasis). No,
not open insubordination—underhanded, treacherous

" sabotage and subterfuge! Davies concludes by blaming

Tukhachevsky for having “angered Egorov and Stalin™ and
attributes the Red Army's defeat at Warsaw to this “cumu-
lative friction™! (Perhaps Trotsky too was guilty of having
“angered” Stalin, his exile and assassination on Stalin's
orders also the result of “cumulative friction™?)

One of the principal architects of the mechanization and
scientific modernization of the Red Army, Tukhachev-
sky’s outstanding military career is well documented. Like-
wise are the myriad Stalinist lies invented to justify the
murder of a brilliant Red Army officer whose only crime
was to present a potential threat to Stalin’s power. Tukha-

.chevsky’s early military victories included the rout of the’

anti-Bolshevik Krornistadt Uprising in 192 1—hardly the act
of a “right-wing Socialist.” An improbable characteriza-
tion as well of his political deviations: in fact, he bent the
stick too far in the other direction, séeing an International’
Red Army as the instrument of world revolution. '

To leave unchallenged the charge of anti-Semitism
would be to suggest that Stalin shot Tukhachevsky legiti-
mately as a secret anti-Semite and Nazi sympathizer. Pro-
fessor Furr cites the testimony of a French officer interned
with Tukhachevsky in a German prisoner-of-war camp .at
Ingolstadt during WW I. At that time a pan-Slavist nation-
alist and bonapartist, Tukhachevsky may well have said, as
Roure asserts, “I detest socialists, Jews and Christians.”
But like many other young tsarist officers, under the"
impact of war and revolution he was won to the Bolshevik
cause.

After the 1928 publication of Roure’s book, Tukha-
chevsky himself repudiated his earlier views when a group
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Tukhachevsky
was won to
Bolshevism

during the
October
Revolution.

At age 26, the
brilliant general
led the main
Soviet forces

in the Polish
campaign.
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International Trotskyist movement upheld uncondltlonal mllitary defense of USSR during WWIL.

of French officers offered a toast in memory of their com-
mon imprisonment; “I became a Marxist. I never think of
my views at Ingolstadt without regretting them, since they
could cause doubts about my devotion to the Soviet
motherland” (Alexandrov The Tukhachevsky Affair).
Among the officers in attendance was Rémy Roure
himself,

A most persuasive argiment against the imputation of
anti-Semitism to Tukhachevsky was his long-standing
friendship with the Soviet composer Dmitri Shostakovich,
who drew heavily on Jewish musical traditions in his work
and sought to make his music a statement against the per-
secution of the Jews in Europe. According to Solomon
Volkov's Testimony (1979), an account of Shostakovich’s
life based on conversations with him, the composer said, “1
broke with even good friends if 1 saw they had any anti-
Semitic tendencies.” Yet Shostakovich reportedly de-
scribed his symphonies as tombstones for his murdered
friends, among them Mikhail Tukhachevsky.

No, anti-Semitism was Stalin’s weapon, used against
Trotsky and the communists of the Left Opposition, the

Old Bolsheviks, anyone who stoad in his way as he consol-

idated his bureaucratic stranglehold over the first prole-
tarian state. While never a Trotskyist, Tukhachevsky
resisted enormous pressure and refused to publish a single
condemnation, or even criticism, of his former com-
mander. AS late as 1928 he was still quoting Trotsky as a
military authority in his contribution to Armed Insur-
rection, the classic “Third Period” textbook on military

tactics by A. Neuberg—actually a pseudonym for a group

of Comintern military experts which included Tukha-
chevsky, Ho Chi Minh, the German Communist (and later
Trotskyist) Erich Wollenberg, CI org sec Piatnitsky and
Unschlicht (the latter two both Old Bolsheviks executed by
Stalm) In his 1970 introduction to the book, Wollenberg
pomts to the origin of the “anti-Semite” slanders:

“The most absurd legends were put about to explain the

- ‘background to Tukhachevsky's liquidation, and indeed
are still believed to this day. ‘Diabolical intrigié by SS
General Heidrich who smuggled forged documents into
the hands of Benes in order to weaken the Soviet army by
having it decapitated of its commanders’; ‘Conspiracy
between Genera! Fritsch and Tukhachevsky to overthrow
Hitler and Stalin’;-*The “anti-semite” from the Russian
élite sympathized with Hitler’; etc., etc. Marshal of the
Soviet Union “Tukha' was liquidated by Stalin as.a mem-

. ber of an oppositional group whose best-known members
included the Old Bolsheviks Bukharin and Rykov, and in
the army the ‘Jew’ Gamarnik, political commissar, and the

' *Jew' and army general Yakir! ‘Tukha’ was denounced by

. Radek, who in his own trial hoped to save his skin by

L mentioning the name of the Marshal of the Soviet Union in
connection with the soviet democratic opposition.”

In fact, there was a Gestapo plot to frame Tukha by pro-
viding falsified documents naming him as a German spy—
the convenient pretext Stalin needed to eliminate a
potentially dangerous adversary. In his 1939 work /n

. Stalin's Secret Service, W.G. Krivitsky, chief of Soviet Mil-

itary Intelligence in Western Europe at the time of Tukha-
chevsky's murder, described the GPU/Gestapo frame-up.
Aftcr piecing together the plot Krivitsky wrote bitterly,

..from my vantage potnt in the Intelligence Service, | saw
Stalin extend the hand of secret friendship to Hitler. 1 saw
him, while thus paying court to the Nazi leader, execute the
great generals of the Red Army, Tukhachevsky, and the
other chiefs with whom and under whom 1 had worked for
years$ in the defense of the Soviet Union and of socialism.”
In The Great Game Soviet master spy Leopold Trepper, a
Polish Jew and Communist, wrote:

“The Red Army was the last bastion to be removed; it
atone still eluded his control. For the -Stalin regime,
liquidating the leaders of the army became an urgent
" objective. Since the leaders in question were old Bolshe-
viks who had distinguished themselves dusing the Gctober
Revolution, and since an accusation like ‘Trotskyite’ or
‘Zinovievist’ against a Tukhachevski would not stick. it
;' was necessary to strike hard and with great strength. Sta-
lin used the comphcny of Hitler to murder the army of the
Russian people.”

Trepper goes on to tell the account, related to him in 1943
by Giering of the Gestapo, of how at Stalin’s initiative Nazi
Intelligence provided faked documents to prove Tukha-
chevsky was conspiring with the Wehrmacht, However,
these documents were never introduced until after Tukha-
chevsky had already been shot. His summary execution’

- was'ordered on the basis of his activities collaborating with

the German military, carrying owt what was from 1922
until 1935 official Soviet policy.

In fact Tukha and his fellow *co-conspirator,” the
Jewish Red Army commissar -Yan B. Gamarnik, were
among the hardest opponents of German Nazism. When
Hitler came to power, they had demanded immediate
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suspension of military relations with the Reichswehr, in

opposition to Stalin. 1saac Deutscher, in Stalin (1949),
describes Tukhachevsky's report to the Central Executive
Committee in January 1936: “His speech was remarkable
for its shrewd anticipation of Hitler's methods of warfare
and for its extraordinary emphasis on the danger from
the Third Reich. Tukhachevsky's emphatic warning
sharply contrasted with Sialin’s ambiguity.” Liquidation

of the anti-Nazi generals became essential for the consum- .

mation of Stalin’s policy, the 1939 Hitler-Stalin pact.

Trepper describes the purge that followed Tukhachevsky $

execution;
“The blood of Red Army soldiers flowed: 13 out of 19 com-
manders of army troops, 110 .out of 135 commanders of
divisions and brigades, half the commanders of reg-
iments, and most of the political commissars were

executed. The Red Army, bled white, was hardly an army

at all now, and it would not be again for years.

“The Germans exploited this situation to the full....”
In 1941 Hitler’s troops invaded the Soviet Union; to defeat
them cost the lives of 20 million Russians.

Trepper captured the bitterness and bewilderment of
those who watched Stalin’s terror.against the heroes of the
Revolution and the Civil War. But he also recognized who
did not capitulate:

“All those whodid not rise up against the Stalinist machine
are responsible, collectively responsible. | am no exception
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to this verdict.

“But who did protest at the time? Who rose up to voice his
outrage?

“The Trotskyites can lay ctaim to this honor. Following
the example of their leader. who was rewarded for his
obstinacy with the end of an ice-axe, they fought Stalin- .
ism to the death, and they were the only ones who did. By
the time of the great purges, they could only shout their
rebeliion in the freezing wastelands where they had been
dragged in order to be exterminated. In the camps, their
conduct was admirable. But their voices were lost in the
tundra.

“Today, the Trotskyites have a right to accuse those who
once howled along with the wolves. Let them not forget,
however, that they had the enormous advantage over us of
having a coherent political system capable of replacing
Stalinism, They had something to cling tc in the midst of
their profound distress at seeing the revolutian betrayed.
They did not ‘confess.’ for they knew that their confession
would serve neither the party nor socialism.™

We trust that we have adequately demonstrated that
Professor Furr has been misled by his “authorities.” 1f there
are those in thé Soviet Union today who would honor
Marshal Tukhachevsky, and seek to clear away the filthy
Stalinist slanders against his memory, this is to be wel-
comed. We look forward to the day when the Russian
working class recovers the banner of the Red Army’s
founder, Leon Trotsky, and returns it to its rightful place,
waving high over Red Square.®
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Heroic Soviet Spy Leopold Trepper:

- On Stalin’s Sahotage
of Soviet Defense

Leopold Trepper was the head of the Soviet espionage
network which operated in Nazi-occupied Western
Europe, the “Red Orchestra,” as it was dubbed by German
army counterintelligence. Trepper and Richard Sorge
(who operated out of Tokyo) were typical of those Trotsky
referred to as the “Reiss Faction™ of the Soviet state appa-
ratus. They, like Ignace Reiss (a GPU official who was
assassinated in 1937, six weeks after he denounced Stalin
and declared for Trotsky’s Fourth International) and many
others of lesser fame, anguished over the horrors of Stalin-
ism but remained politically paralyzed, burying them-
selves in the Soviet military/intelligence apparatus. They
accomplished brilliant work, heroically risking their lives
to defend the USSR. Yet Stalin, blinded by his pact with
Hitler (which Gorbachev now declares a smart maneuver),
ignored their information about the Nazi invasion plans.

The Stalinist terror apparatus treated Trepper and Sorge

no differently from countless others. Immediately upon’

Trepper's return to Moscow ‘in January 1945, he was
arrested and thrown into the Lubianka where he stayed for
almost ten years. There he learned from a captured Japa-
nese general that the Soviet government had refused to
exchange Sorge after his capture in 1941, and atlowed the
Japanese government to execute him in November 1944,
Trepper himself was freed from prison only after Stalin's
death.

Working with the Red Orchestrain Berlinafter 1939 was
the anti-fascist resistance group led by Arvid Harnack and
Harro Schulze-Boysen, an intelligence officer in Goring’s
air force ministry. The Schulze-Boysen group was broken
up by the Nazis in the summer of 1942 when more than 50
were executed; including the two leaders.

We reprint below an excerpt from the memoirs of
Leopold Trepper, The Great Game (New York, 1977).

On December 18, 1940, Hitler signed Directive Num-
ber 21, better known as Operation Barbarossa. The first
sentence of this plan was explicit: “The German armed
forces must be ready before the end of the war against
Great Britain to defeat the Soviet Union by means of a
Blitzkrieg.”

Richard Sorge warned the Center immediately; he for-
warded them a copy of the directive. Week after week, the
heads of Red Army Intelligence received updates on the
Wehrmacht's preparations. At the beginning of 1941,
Schulze-Boysen sent the Center precise information on thc
operation being planned: massive bombardments of Len-
ingrad, Kiev, and Vyborg; the number of divisions
involved—In February, | sent a detailed dispatch giving the
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exact number of divisions withdrawn from France and Bel-
gium, and sent to the east. In May, through the Soviet
military attaché in Vichy, General Susloparov, [ sent the
proposed plan of attack, and indicated the original date,
May 15, then the revised date, and the final date, On May
12, Sorge warned Moscow that 150 German divisions were
massed along the frontier. On the 15th, he cited June 21st
for the beginning of the opcrations a date that was con-
firmed by Schulze-Boysen in Berlin..

He who closes his eyes sees nothmg, even in the full light
of day This was the case with Stalin and his entourage. The
generalissimo preferred to trust his political instinct rather
than the secret reports piled up on his desk. Convinced that
he had signed an eternal pact of friendship with Germany,
he sucked on the pipe of peace. He had buried his toma-
hawk and he was not ready 1o dig it up yet.

Thirty years after the war was over, Marshal Golikov,
writing in a Soviet historical review, officially confirmed
the value of the-information received.

“The Soviet Intelligence Services had learned in good
time the dates of the attack against the USSR and had
given the alarm before it was too late.... The intelligence
services provided accurate information regardmg the mili-
tary potential of Hitler's Germany, the exact number of
armed forces, the quantities of arms, and the strategic plans
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of the commanders of the Wehrmacht..

Marshal Golikov was in a good posmon to make sucha
statement. From June, 1940, to July, 1941, he was the
Director of Red Army Intelligence. If the Russian chiefs of
staff were so well informed, what was the reason for the
débacle after the German attack? The answer is no doubt
contained in a note-Golikov himself addressed to his serv-
ices on March 20, 1941:

“All the documents claiming that war i5 imminent must
be regarded as forgcrlcs emanating from British or even
German sources.’

On the most important dispatches sent to him by Sorge,
Schulze-Boysen, and me, Golikov noted in the margin
“Double agent” or “British source.”. ..

On June 21, 1941, we had confirmation from Vasily
Maximovich and Schulze-Boysen that the invasion was set
for the next day. Theré was still time to put the Red Army
in a state of alert. 1 rushed to Vichy with Leo Gross-
. vogel.... linsisted that Susloparov send the dispatch. Late
that evening 1 went back to my hotel. At four in the morn-
ing the manager woke me up, shouting in my ear,

“It’s happened, Monsieur Gilbert! Germany is at war
with the Soviet Union!”

On the 23rd, Wolosiuk, the attaché for the army air force
under Susloparov, arrived in Vichy, having left Moscow a
few hours before the outbreak of the war. He told me that
before his departure, he had been called in to see the
Director, who had given him a message for me:

“You can tell Otto”—my code name—"that I have
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passed on the information on the imminence of the Ger-

- man attack to the big boss. The big boss is amazed that a

man like Otto, an old militant and an intelligence man,
has allowed himself to be intoxicated by English propa-
ganda. You can tell him again that the big boss is com-
pletely convinced that the war with Germany will not start
before 1944—"

The “complete conviction” of the big boss, Stalin, was to
be expensive. Having decapitated the Red Army in 1937—
which was responsible for the first defeats—the inspired
strategist then turned over what was left of the army to
Hitler’s hordes. During the first hours of the German
offensive—in defiance of all the evidence, and because he
had the idea of a planted rumor so flrmly in mind—he
refused to allow a counterattack..

The results: the airfields pounded by German bombers;
the airplanes smashed to pieces on the ground; the Ger-
man fighter planes masters of the sky, transforming the
Russian plains into graveyards strewn with demolished
tanks. On the evening of the 22nd, the leaders of the army,
whom Stalin had forbidden to put their troops on alert,
received the order to drive the enemy outside their bor-

~ ders. By this time the armored divisions of the Wehrmacht

had already penetrated several hundred kilometers into
Soviet territory. :

It would take the sacrifices of a whole nation rising up
against its invader to reverse the military situation. But
meanwhile, Stalin’s error would cost Russia millions-of
lives and prolong the war.®
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Interim Preliminary Agreement
for Common Work in Japan

Spartacist prints below an agreemen:t between the iS1
and a Japanese Group.

1. The iSt and the Japanese Group recognize the vital
and urgent necessity to forge an authentic Trotskyist van-
guard party in Japan, rooted in the proletariat and
organized according to Leninist norms as codified in the
Organizational Resolution of the Third Congress of the
Communist International.

2. Such a party can only be created by wagingan uncom-
- promising struggle against the anti-Marxist state-capitalist
theories of the Japanese fake-Trotskyist “far left.” Writing
about the USSR in January 1921, V.I. Lenin noted: “A
workers’ state is an abstraction. What we actually have isa
workers’ state,.with this peculiarity, first, that it is not the
working class but the peasant population that pre-
dominates in the country, and, secondly that it is a work-
ers’ state with bureaucratic distortions.” In comrade
Lenin's acute observation, subsequently deepened and
expanded by Trotsky and the Left Opposition in their
struggle against the consolidating Stalinist bureaucracy,
are laid bare both the roots of Stalinism and the necessity of
defending the Soviet Union against impenalism and cap-
italist counterrevolution. The 1St and the Japanese Group
uphold the analysis and programmatic conclusions of L.D.
Trotsky expressed in The Revolution Betrayed and In
Defense of Marxism. Only a party that steadfastly defends
the Soviet Union will win the Soviet proletariat to the ban-
ner of Trotskyism and be capable of leading a successful

proletarian political révolution against the parasitic Sta-
linist bureaucracy. In Japan today the acid test for Trot-
skyists is the Russian question. In Trotsky's words: “1t is
the duty of revolutionaries to defend every conquest of the
working class even though it may be distorted by the pres-
sure of hostile forces. Those who cannot defend old posi-
tions will never conquer new ones.”

3. We stand for unconditional military defense of the
Soviet Union and the deformed workers states against
imperialism and internal counterrevelution. We therefore
unconditionally defend the Soviet Union’s right and indeed
obligation to have such nuclear weapons as are required to
counter the nuclear arsenals of the imperialists. The Japa-
nese Group agrees with the iSt’s positions on Poland and
Afghanistan and joins the iSt in denouncing the reaction-
ary anti-Soviet alliance of the Chinese Stalinists and U.S.
imperialism. :

4. Further the Japanese Group endorses the 5 October
1986 iSt telegram addressed to the Commander-in-Chief,
Soviet Navy regarding the recent accident aboard a Soviet
submarine in the Atlantic Ocean.

5. The main enemy is at home! In Japan it is therefore
the elementary duty of revolutionaries to oppose Japanese
imperialism's revanchist and chauvinist claims to the four
so-called Northern Islands, now part of the USSR. For the
right of unrestricted passage of all Soviet ships through the
Tsushima, Soya and ‘Tsugaru Straits and all other pas-
sages connecting the Sea of Japan to the Pacific!

6. The Japanese Group defends workers democracy and
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decisively rejects the gangsterism and thuggery that the.

Japanese “far lefts™ inflict upon each other's organiza-
tions. Such behavior has everything in common with the
most infamous methods of Stalinism and must be rooted
out of the workers movement.

7. A Trotskyist party must be a-tribune of the people. In
Japan this means championing and defending the

oppressed and discriminated-against minorities in Japa-,

nese society—the Ainu, the Koreans, the Chinese, the so-
called half-castes and the burakumin.

8. Trotskyists in Japan must also, as a central part of
their ongoing work, consciously and persisten:tly struggle
against the pervasive oppression of women in Japanese
society. Japanese women, as a part of the leadership of the
revolutionary party, will be a powerful force for workers
revolution. _

9. It is the Japanese Group’s intention to study not only
the basic documents of the iSt, but to learn more about
specific positions of iSt sections on various problems and
events in the world so as to become a fighting propaganda
group capable of fully articulating the policies of the iSt
and of intervening as Trotskyists in various struggles and
movements. The Leninist party in Japan will be built from
above through splits and fusions of the Japanese ostensi-
bly revolutionary organizations.

10. It 15 the perspective of the iSt and the Japanese
Group, after a period of study and common work, to fuse
" and forge a Japanese section of the iSt.

11. The iSt will assist the Japanese Group by making
available such literature as will aid in this process.

12. The iSt and the Japanese Group look forward to an
early exchange of visits of representatives.

13. In order to facilitate common work and integration
into a common international organization, the Japanese
Group members willundertake the study of English. For its
part the iSt will assign suitable comrades to begin to learn
Japanese.

14. In the period for 'which this agreement will be in
effect the Japanese Group will assist the iSt by translating
into Japanese and producing selected fundamental doc-
uments, and arranging for a modest distribution of these
and other English-language materials in Japan.

15. As a culmination of these perspectives we look for-
ward to an educational international summer camp to be
‘held in 1987.

16. In matters of mutual concern regarding Japan, both
parties to this interim preliminary agreement will consult.

17. In the spirit of the above agreement and as a first step
in implementing this agreement, iSt representatives and
comrades from the Japanese Group will on Sunday 26
October 1986 visit Tama Cemetery in Tokyo and lay a
wreath at the grave of heroic Soviet spies Richard Sorge
and Ozaki Hotsumi. Inscribed in English and Japanese on
the wreath will be: “In honor of the memory of Richard
" Sorge, hero of the Soviet Union, and Ozaki Hotsumi who
died fighting in the cause of the international proletariat.
[Signed by both groups.]”

Forward to a Japanese Trotskyist party that wili stop
at nothing short of the dictatorship of the proletariat!
Forward to the rebirth of the Fourth International!

Signed by representatives of the 1St
and the Japanese Group
Tokyo (Tama Cemetery), 26 October 1986
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Spartacnst
The grave ot Richard Sorge, Hero of the Soviet Union,
in Tokyo's Tama Cemetery. Inscription placed by ISt
and the Japanese Group honors Sorge and fellow
Soviet spy Ozaki Hotsumi, “who died fighting in the
cause of the international proletariat.”
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i Memmrs
of a Hevolutlonarv
- Jewish Worker

The following article, translated from the German
edition of Spartacist’ No. 13, Autumn 1987, is a review
of Memoirs of a Jewish Revolutionary by the Polish
warker Hersh Mendel. Published originally in Yiddish in
1959 (1.L. Peretz Library, Tel Aviv), transiations were sub-
sequently published in German (Rotbuch Verlag, Berlin,
1979) ‘and French (Presses universitaires de Grenoble,
1982).- An English edition is scheduled for publication in
September 1988.

In the days of Lenin and Trotsky's Communist Interna-
tional, it was said, “The German party is the biggest, the
Polish party is the best.” The Polish party was the party of
Rosa Luxemburg, the' Jewish-Polish woman who fought—

and died—for the German workers revolution of 1918-19;
this party, though condemned to illegality throughout its
existence, was supported by the mass of the Polish
proletariat. .

With the rise of Polish Solidarnost and its consolida-
tion as a company union for the CIA, the Pope and West
German bankers, the imperialists and their lackeys on the
left hailed this agency for social counterrevolution as rep-
resenting the tradition of the Polish working class. Thisisa
lie. Solidarnosc is a capitalist-restorationist outfit whose
idol is the fascistic dictator of Poland in the 1920s and '30s,
Marshal Jozef Pilsudski. In December 1981, at the last
moment, the Jaruzelski regime spiked Solidarnos¢’ coun-
terrevolutionary bid for power. The greatest crime of the

Schocken Books

Vilna, Poland, 1905. Polish and Russian Social Democrats and members of the Jewish
Bund demonstrate in memory of the victims of the tsarist pogroms. Right: Hersh

Mendel at the front in Russia during the Civil War, 1918.
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early Communist Party.
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Wera Kostrzewa

Polish Stalinist bureaucracy is to have driven a large part of
the Polish working class into the arms of clerical-
nationalist reaction.

It is the heroic revolutionary Rosa Luxemburg who is
representative of the real tradition of the Polish working
class. ;As‘ a woman, a communist and a Jew, Rosa
Lzuxemburg is triply hated by the reactionary nationalist
forces of Solidarno$¢, and by the nationalist Stalinist
bureaucracy as well. Most of the few remaining tens of
thousands of Jews who survived the Nazi Holocaust (and
the postwar pogroms led by anti-Communist nationalists)
were driven out of Poland by an anti-Semitic campalgn
orchestrated by Stalinist bureaucrat Mieczyslaw Moczar in
1968. The Polish proletanat needs to be rearmed. Thereisa
proud hlstory 10 be recaptured. From Ludwik Warynski’s
party Proletariat of the early 1880s to the Social Democ-
racy of” the ngdom of Poland and Lithuania (SDKPiL)
of Luxemburg, Leo Jogiches, Felix Dzerzhinsky and
Julian Marchlewski to the early Communist Party of Adolf
Warski, the tradition of revelutionary internationalism is
deeply rooted in the history of the Polish workers
movement.

In Hersh Mendel's ‘autobiographical Memoirs of a
Jewish Revolutionary we find (despite certain historical
inaccuracies) a story of the tremendous struggles and real

hopes of the Polish workers. In his lifetime, Mendel mir--
rored a generation of political upheavals, victories and
defeats. He began as a supporter of the Jewish Bund, then -
adopted anarchism; in Russia during the 1917 revolution,
he joined with the Bolsheviks and went through a period as.
a supporter of the Trotskyist Left Opposition. Tragically,
like many of his generation, he reacted to the betrayals of
- Stalinism and the devastation of World War Il by retreat-
ing into Zionism. The Polish Marxist historian Isaac
Deutscher observes in his preface, written in 1958, that this
book ‘is “not only a self-portrait of Hersh Mendel, but
rather of the fighting Jewish-Polish workers in general.”

" The Jewish workers and intellectuals constituted a signif-

icant component of the Polish revolutionary workers
movement. OQut of their ranks came not only Luxemburg
and Jogiches, but Karl Radek and countless others. This
tradition was carried on by Deutscher himself, followed by
Abram Leon, the brilliant young World War Il Trotskyist
leader who authored the decisive Marxist analysis of the
Jewish question shortly before being dragged off to his
death in Auschwitz. And there was Leopold Trepper,
leader of the Soviet anti-Nazi spy network, the Red
Orchestra. .

What made these Jewish revolutionaries into such -
- committed internationalists? In his famous essay, “The -
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Non-Jewish Jew,” Deuts_cher speaks of the Jews of East

Europe:
“They were a priori e‘(ceptlonal in that as Jews they dwelt
on the borderlines of various civilizations, religions, and
national cultures. They were born and brought up on the
borderlines of various'epochs. Their mind matured where
the most diverse cultural influences crossed and fertitized
each other, They lived on the margins or in the nooks and
crannies of their respective nations. Each of them was in

society and yet not in it, of it and. yet. not of it. [t was this.-

that enabled them to rise in thought above their societies,
above their nations, above their times and generations,
and 1o strike out mentally into wide new horizons and far
into the future.”

Hersh Mendel as a Jewish worker was right at the heart
of the Polish socialist workers movement. The spirit of pro-
letarian internationalism motivated Rosa Luxemburg to
play a key role in the revolutionary movements of Poland,
Russia and Germany. Indeed, the Russian/Polish/Ger-
man axis was seen as key to the international revolution.

. Warsaw was a center of revolutionary ferment in East
Europe, and also the center of European Jewry. In the gas
chambers of Auschwitz, Majdanek and Treblinka, Hitler’s
Nazis liquidated the 3-1/2 million Jews of Poland; today
the Solidarnosé-lovers feed off the vestigial anti-Semitism
of Polish -nationalism to liquidate even their memory.

Jewlsh Warsaw: A Revolutionary Crucible

Before the Russian Revolution, most of Poland was part
of the tsarist prison house of peoples. The Polish workers
movement was tempered in the flames of tsarist terror'and
national oppression; it matured under the blows of Polish
nationalist revanchism and Pilsudskiite dictatorship..Of
such conditions, Russian Bolshevik Alexander Shlyapni-
kov wrote in his On the Eve of 1917: “Bitter struggle, exile

and prison crippled thousands, but they reared individuals
mcomparably better than the ‘peaceful’ struggle in ther

west.”

. Hersh Mendel (revolutionary pseudonym of Hersh
Mendel Shtockfish) was born into an impoverished
" working-class family in Warsaw’s Jewish quarter, one of
the worst slums in Europe, just before the turn of the
century. The Jewish ghettos of East Europe bore all the

1

. ) Workers Vanguard

New York, September 1981: SL demonstration
against Solidarnos¢ with sign in Russian: “600,000
Red Army soldiers fell in the fight to liberate Poland
from the German Nazis.”

hallmarks of . ghetto oppressmn suffocating poverty,
mdcspread ‘lumpen crime and underworld activity, be-

) nlghted I"CllglOUS obscurantism. Only four of the ten chil-
_dren born to his parents survived infancy. His father was
-ostracized by their Orthodox relatives for becoming a

workingman, his sister denied the right either to educate
herself or to work. ’

~In this environment, only two choices offered any
attraction to young people: social struggle or criminal
activity, Hersh Mendel was still a young boy when the Rus-
sian Revolution of 1905 broke out, enveloping Warsaw and

- the rest of Poland in revolutionary upheaval. But its impact

was ‘electric. Here, then, was a road out of the all-sided

i oppression of the ghetto: “Had it not been for the Revoiu-

tion of 1905 there is no doubt that | would have sunk into
the swamp of the Smocza Street underworld.” The choice
between loyalty to the underworld and loyalty to the revo-

lution was made in the course of sharp, bloody clashes, as
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' T N Fabian/Sygma '
Pope blesses counterrevolutionary Solidarnos¢ leader Lech Walesa (left). Solidarnoé¢ poster glorifies the
gsclggcl nggh dictator Jozef. Pilsudskl (center) Right Pilsudski (In unllorm), with Nazi leader Joseph
oebbels, L
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the employers turned to underworld elements to break
strikes:
“One of these pitched baitles in the year 1905 lasted several
days. That time, the workers laid waste to all the bordel-
los, beat the fences bloody and tracked down the under-
worldniks where they lived with the aid of drawn-up lists.”

~

But most decisive was the impact of the class solidarity
between the Polish and Jewish proletarians forged instrug-.
gle. In response to calls for anti-Semitic pogroms by the
counterrevolutionary Polish National Democrats, work-
ers defense guards were formed block-by-block, house-by-
house. At night, young Hersh would accompany his father,
armed with a4 huge ax, to stand guard duty outside their
block of flats. He recalls his childhood impression:

“I thought that the pogromists would have to come from
Russia, that when they had finished their work there, the
tsar would send them to us in Poland. 1 had come to the
conclusion that they would have to come from Russia. that
they could not be indigenous Poles. because there were
also Polish workers participating in the sclf-defense or-
ganizations. On Pawia Street there were more Polish
workers organized for self defense than Jewish workers.
The Polish workers continually assured us that Peland
was not Russia and that there would be no pogroms here.”

Out of such experiences, the young Hersh Mendel
decided to become a fighter for socialist revolution. The
reactionary Zionist utopia of a national homeland in Pal-
estine was of interest only to tiny handfuls of middle-class
intellectuals. In Mendel's youth, he recalls, “There were
also Zionist groups, but they were then unknown to us on
Gesia Street.” In 1911, already a veteran of clandestine
trade-union organization, he joined the only Marx1st
orgdnnauon he knew, the Jewish Bund:

“Everyone, no matter how young they were, dreamed. of
giving their lives for the revolution. And this is how they
remained. | cannot remember one singie comrade [rom
those days who left the workers movement in order to
establish himself in private life. This goes for those who
remained loyal to the Bund as well as for those who went
over 10 other workers parties.”

The Revolution Comes From the East

The Bund (General Jewish Workers Union of Lithuania,
Poland and Russia), was formed in 1897 and participated

no cred

Schocken Books 1
Henryk Erlich (left) at May Day demonstration,
Warsaw, 1933 and Victor Alter. Both were socialist
leaders of the Jewish Bund and anti-Stalinist
defenders of the Soviet Union. Both were murdered
by Stalin’s agents in 1941,

in the founding of the Russian Social Democratic Labor
Party (RSDLP) a yew.. later. But at the famous 1903 Con-
gress of the RSDLP, Lenin's fight for a programmatically
based, disciplined revolutionary party led to a split with
numerous elements including the Economists, the Bund
and the Mensheviks. With the influx of newly revolution-
ized workers into all the socialist parties two years later,
Lenin conceded to a (shallow and temporary) reunifica-
tion with the Mensheviks in 1906, incorporating the Bund,
the Latvian Social Democrats and the SDKPIL on a semi-
federated basis. In the subsequent political fights within the
RSDLP, the Bund generally aligned with the Mensheviks
while the SDKPIL generally stood with the Bolshevik
internationalists. Thus, the Bund joined the Mensheviks in
opposing the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, while the
SDKPil. became a mainstay in the nascent Communist
Party of Poland.

Before World War 1, the SDKPiL waged an mlransn-
gent fight against all forms of nationalism within the
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Polish workers movement. Luxemburg rightly insisted that
the fate of Poland was inextricably bound up with the pro-
letarian class struggle in its oppressor nations, Russia,
Prussia and Austria. But her dogmatic rejection of Lenin’s
correct call for Poland’s right of self-determination weak-
ened her struggle against chauvinist currents within the
Polish working class.

‘Not surprisingly, the Jewish Bund also opposed Polish
nationalism, which was synonymous with the pogromism
incited by the Catholic middle classes and wealthy land-
owners. But when it came to the Jewish question, the Bund
pursued a nationalist line of its own, arguing for Jewish
“cultural/national autonomy” and insisting on the sepa-
rate organization of Jewish workers apart from their Rus-
sian and Polish class brothers. The Bund was the target of
many of Lenin’s polentics against nationalist influence
within the workers movement.

The prewar political disputes between the Mensheviks
and the Bolsheviks were avidly pursued by Hersh Mendel
and his youngcomrades, who overwhelmingly opposed the
Bund's pro-Menshevik positions. They saw the emanci-
pation of their people as part of the world socialist revo-
lution: the Polish workers their comrades-in-arms, the
Russian workers their vanguard. The revolutionary winds
of freedom that swept through the Jewish ghetto of
Warsaw blew from the east, from Russia. In his *“The
Tragedy of the Polish Communist Party,” [saac Deutscher
observed: “if the history of the Polish CP and of Poland at
large proves anything at all, it proves how indestructible is
the link berween the Polish and the Russian revolutions™
{emphasis in original).

When the Lena gold fields of Russia were shaken by a
massive and bloody strike in 1912, signaling a new period
of revolutionary upturn, the reverberations were felt in
Gesia and Mila Streets in Jewish Warsaw. To express their
solidarity with the Russian workers, the Bundist youth set
about organizing a political general strike for May Day.
“Byten o’clock in the morning the strike in the Jewish quar-
ter's working-class streets and alleys had become a general
strike.” Taken.aback by their own success, with no leader-

ship forthcoming from the Bund, they decided to organize
a demonstration to confront the police. “We wanted some-
thing more; we wanted to do something which would find
anecho. If the following day’s papers should carry the news
that demonstrations and street fighting with the police had
broken out in Petersburg, then they had better have the
same thing to print about us Jewish workers.” And so it
was. Pravda, writes Mendel, saw the action as vindicating
“the Bolshevik proposition that we were entering a new
epoch of revolutionary struggle.” For Hersh Mendel it was
also to usher in his first period of imprisonment and exile.
After a year in a tsarist prison, he made his way to France,
where he was taken in and harbored by a French working-
class family.

But such internationalist sentiments among the workers
were about to be ravaged by their social-patriotic leaders.
The great betrayal of August 4, 1914, when the German
Social Democratic deputies voted for war credits to their
own bourgeoisie, came as a shock to all revolutionaries.
Lenin immediately launched the struggle for a new, Third
International, seeing in the August 4 vote and the squalid
chauvinism of all the major Social Democratic parties, the
decisive degeneration/collapse of the Second Interna-
tional. Mendel, forced into hiding as patriotic hysteria
swept France, reacted by abandoning Marxism in disgust
at the capitulation of the social-chauvinist misleaders of
the Second International and sought an alternative in
anarchism. '

“A Revolution for the Brotherhood of Peoples”

Little more than three years after August 4—three years
in which all of Europe was turned into a slaughterhouse of
the proletariat—the Bolsheviks' intransigently interna-
tionalist stance in opposition to social-patriotism and
centrist conciliationism was vindicated. The February
Revolution in Russia which overthrew the tsaropened upa
stormy period of dual power. Mendel joined the many
thousands of others who flocked to Russia to play their
part in the revolutionary events. Though still an anarchist
when he arrived in Moscow a few weeks before the

Strikers massacred by
the tsar's soldiers
during 1912 strike in
the Lena gold fields
in Siberia. Strike
ignited a wave

of revolutionary
struggle throughout
the Russian empire.
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Victims of a pogrom
by Ukrainian White
forces under

Petliura. Violently
anti-Semitic Ukrainian
counterrevolutionaries
massacred scores of .
thousands of Jews
before being
decisively defeated

by the Red Army in
November 1920.

October insurrection, he was struck by the first mass Bol-
shevik demonstration he attended: “1 was there, saw the
enthusiasm and confidence of the people, and understood
that this is how men feel when they are sure of victory.”

Mendel enlisted in a Bolshevik unit of the arriy and -

within days, not even knowing how to load the rifte hecar-
ried, he was to find himself defending the insurrectionary
barricades. The revolution he had dreamed of as a child
“had arrived. 1, a Jewish worker from Smocza Street;
would go to the barficades tonight.” Workers streamed
toward the Moscow Soviet, begging to be armed. The sense

of internationalism was all-encompassing. At one point, at:

the front, he encountered an argument among some Red
Guards over what they were fighting for—land, peace, pos-
session of the factories? No, exclaimed one, for the broth-
erhood of peoples! “An odd folk, these Russians. They had
made two revolutions in one year and taken to the frontina
civil war for nothing less than the brotherhood ofpeoples
How could you not love such a people?”

"Hersh Mendel soon learned how to load—and aim—'

his rifle, and distinguished himself among his comrades,
largely Russian peasants, many of whom had until recently
been anti-Semites. Mendel briefly left the Red Army dur-
ing the Civil War, but when he overheard some Russians
talking about how they would deal with the “Bolsheviks
and the Jews™ when the Whites returned, he immediately
re-enlisted. The White forces brought in their wake anti-

Semitic and anti-Communist terror, while the numerous -

anarchist bands in some cases (like Mende! himself) fought
for the revolution, in other cases against it, and many were
simply criminal bandits. The Red Army, in its struggle to
defend and consolidate the new proletarian state power,
necessarily had 1o sweep away the pogromist old order. The
October Revolution had thrown open the doors to fuli

equality for the Jews; many Jewish officers distinguished .

themselves in the army and especially the Cheka (All-
Russian Extraordinary Commission for Struggle Against
Sabotage and Counterrevolution).

Building the Polish Communist Party

Inearly 1919, Mendel returned to Warsaw in a now inde-
pendent Poland, and it was here that he finally broke from

. one of the correlation of forces,”
of revolunonary war. And had the Red Army advance on

the anarchnst illusions he had carried w1th him since the
start of the war. When he read Lenin’s State and Revolu-
tion, ‘he found a Marxist analysis of the betrayal of the
Social’ Democrats and a comprehensive theoretical under-
standing of the revolution he had just witnessed. He joined

:the Communist Party, which was formed through a fusion
- of the SDKPiL and the PPS-Left, a left split from Pilsud-
" ski’s party following the 1905 Revolution. Out of this

fusion came the leadership of the “three W's"—Warski,
Walecki, Wera Kostrzewa—which was to lead the CP
through its early heroic period. The party’s Jewish forces
were augmented by the fusion with the Combund, a pro-
Communist faction from the Bund, as well as with smaller
left splits from the Zionist movement. Communist influ-
ence among the Jewish trade unions in Poland rapidly out-
stripped that of the Bund. Likewise the CP gained control
over key bastions of the Polish proletanat—m the rail~
ways, large metal factories, coal mines. In March 1920 the
party prepared to face its first test of insurrectionary
struggle.

Today, the Communist parties foster thé belief that the
use of the Soviet army as anagency to foment revolution in
other countries is antithetical to Leninism. Nothing could
be further from the truth than this “diplomatic” con-
ception of Bolshevik internationalism. In response to Pil-
sudski's revanchist assault on Soviet Ukraine, the Polish
CP set up a Military Revoluuonary Comnmittee, to which
Mendel was appointed, “to organize Red units to fight the
PPS units, and to enable the Red Army to march rapidly to
the German border to gauge the pulse of the revolutlon in
Germany as Lenin expressed it."

The Bolshevik leadership was divided on whether a

" revolutionary offensive by the Red Army could succeed at

that moment, with Trotsky in particular skeptical and
advocating negotiation of an immediate peace. But the
question, as Trotsky later wrote in My Life, “was simply
certainty not the principle

Warsaw been successful, it might well have altered the

- whole course of history. The offensive was attempted, -but

the Soviet forces were unable to cross the Vistula, wheré
they faced not only Pilsudski but his imperialist patrons in
the person of French general Weygand and French arms:

3
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Contributing to the Red defeat was Stalin’s treacherous
refusal to bring his units into the battle when ordered todo
so. Pilsudski's so-called “miracle on the Vistula™ frus-
trated Lenin’s plans and helped to prepare the stage for the
horrendous destruction that was to play itself out on the
same territory two decades later.

In 1923 both the German and the Polish parties failed to
take advantage of revolutionary opportunities. The failure
of the German Revolution in particular helped to assure

the victory in the Soviet Union of a conservative’

bureaucratic caste under Stalin. Proletarian democracy in

Soviet, Russia was trampled underfoot; the Leninist pro- -
gram of world revolution was abandoned in favor of an °

llusory perspective of building “socialism in one country”
while seeking to placate Russia’s imperialist enemies. The

Stalinist Thermidor had its concomitant disorienting effect |
on the Communist parties. In 1926, the Polish-CP commit-
initially .
supporting Pilsudski’s bonapartist coup against the re- |

téd what came to be known as the “May mistake,”

actionary parliamentary regime as a populist uprising.
Trotsky saw in this the disastrous influence of Stalin’s re-
suscitation of the old slogan fora “democratic dictatorship
of the proletariat and the peasantry.” The party corrected
its line within days and became the only opposition to the

consolidating fascistic dictatorship of Pilsudski, but the

consequent disorientation within the party was to be
far-reaching.

Struggie for the Left Opposition

Throughout much of this period, Hersh Mendel was in

one Polish prison after another, suffering a number of
arrests. In early 1924, following an assignment to carry out
clandestine propaganda activity among Ukrainian and
Byelorussian peasants, Mendel was arrested and locked up
for four years. The heroism of the Communist political
prisoners was incredible. To defend themselves they fought
with the only weapon they had left—their preparedness to
die in hunger strikes or in outright defiance of the prison
authorities. When the authorities at Mendel's prison for-
bade the celebration of May Day in 1928, the political pris-

oners bared their chests to the rifles pointed at them and.

burst into a chorus of the Internationale.

Released from prison that year, Mendel was struck by
the deep changes which had overcome the party. Free-
wheeling internal political debate had given way to blind
obedience, clear-cut political struggle to murky factional-
ism over who had been more culpable for the “May mis-
take,” with both sides jockeying to please the Kremlin. Sent
to the Soviet Union to attend a Comintern school, Hersh

“Order of the Red
Banner of Labor,”
medal from Soviet
Byelorussia in 1920,
inscribed in the
three languages:
Byelorussian, Polish
and Yiddish.

New York Public Lnbral’y
Leon Trotsky addressing the Red Army on the eve of
the 1920 Polish campaign. Trotsky was Chairman of

"the Revolutionary War Council of the Republic and

People’s Commissar for Military and Naval Affairs.

Mendel became convinced that the Stalin regime was fun-
damentally antagonistic to the principles of the Bolshevik
Revolution. He witnessed the terror which gripped vet-
eran Bolsheviks and the horrific waste accompanying the
forced coliectivization of agriculture, carried out by Stalin
at breakneck pace after years of nurturing the restoration-
ist ambitions of the wealthy kulaks. He was disturbed by
the Stalinist clique’s incapacity to honestly answer Trot-
sky’s arguments. [n 1930 he demanded to return to War-
saw: “Of the more than thirty comrades from Poland,
barely seven or eight made the trip back home.” Found-
ing Polish Communist Wera Kostrzewa was one of those
kept behind, and subsequently murdered, by Stalin.

The burning question of the day was the struggle against
fascism in Germany. The Social Democrats placed their
faith in the fragile “democracy™ of the Weimar regime and
refused to fight; the Stalinists, who zigzagged between
pseudo-ultraleftism and opportunism, were in the midst of
their “third period™ policy of spurning united action with
the Social Democracy—and thus with the majority. of the
politically active workers still under its control—which
they dubbed “social-fascists.” Mendel and others—who
soon included I[saac Deutscher, then a young Communist
propagandist—initiated a faction founded on three points:
for united fronts against fascism; for trade-union unity
against the idiotic and sectarian “third period” policy of.
splitting away “red unions”™; for party democracy.

This very partial program demonstrates a weakness of
the Polish Opposition which it never overcame, This pro-
gram did not represent Trotskyism and, indeed, these
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Isaac Deutscher,
leader of the Polish
Left Opposition, later
biographer of Trotsky.
Masthead of first issue
of the newspaper of
the Opposition dated
May 1932. B
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points were shared by many left Social Democrats and the
Communist Right Opposition, whose leading mouthpiece
was the German Heinrich Brandler. Thus Trotsky wrote:

“The Brandlerites speak only of the ultraleftism of the.

Stalinists because they, the Brandlerites, along with the
Stalinists. have zigzagged in the direction of opportunism

and still do.”

—*“Zigzags and Eclectic Nonsense.”
Leon Trotsky, Writings [1932] ‘

When Trotsky was exiled from the Soviet Union in-1929
he set about organizing his supporters on three program-
matic points: opposition to remaining in the Anglo-
Russian Committee after the British labor bureaucracy’s
betrayal of the 1926 General Strike; opposition to theé
“Stalin/Bukharin line on the Chinese Revolution (i.e., to
political liquidation into the bourgeois-nationalist Kuo-
mintang); and opposition to the doctrine of “socialism in
one country” in the Soviet Union. As Trotsky said at the
time, these points, centrally against the class collabora-
tionism of the Comintern, were to ‘‘serve as a bridge to a
future program of the Communist International,” that is, a
program for international workers power. But the found-
ing program of the Polish Opposition was clearly inade-
" quate to this task, a failing which was to become apparent
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1932 May Day
" demonstration
in.Lvov'.

shortly thereafter with their disorientation in the after-

math of Hitler's rise to power.

The'Polish CP had offered more resistance to Staliniza-
tion than any other large party of the Communist lnterna-
tional. In December 1923 the Polish Céntral Commiitee
protested against the anti- Trotsky attacks' of the Stalin-
Kaménev-Zinoviev triumvirate: ... for our party, nay for
the whole Comintern, for the whole revolutionary world
proletariat the name of Comrade Trotsky is insolubly con-
nected with the victory of the Soviet Revolution, with the
Red Army, with communism” (quoted in M.K: Dziewa-
nowski, The Communist Party of Poland, 1976). In his
drive to make the Comintern slavishly subservient, Stalin
not only murdered the central leaders of the Polish party,
but finally in 1938 ordered the liquidation of the party asa
whole.. According to Deutscher:

“Stalin saw the Polish CP as the stronghold of hated Lux-
emburgism—the Polish ‘variety of Trotskyism’ —which
had defied him as long ago as 1923 the Party in which
some leaders were close to’ Bukharin and others ‘io
Zinoviev; the Party of mcurable heresres proud ofrts tra-
ditions and of its heroism.. A

Deutscher recalls that out of I,OOO CP members in War--

saw, 300 were won to the Opposition. So much authority
did Mendel have among the party ranks that when the

no credit
Miriam Shumik and her husband Hersh Mendel after
their release from the Sied!ce prison in 1928. Miriam
Shumik remained a socialist until she died in the
Warsaw Ghetto.
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Photos: TASS from Soviolo
Heroic Jewish partisan Maria Bruskina and two of her
comrades, Kirill Trus and Volodya Shcherbatsevich, in
. Minsk, USSR, 1941, being led to the gallows by their Nazi
- executioners. The Stalinist nationalists have denied
Bruskina her identity and have refused to grant the
Jewish partisans, who fought with the Red Army against
the Nazis, their rightful place in history.

Stalinists moved 1o expel him in mid-1931, they felt com-
pelled to summon a special two-day conference at which he
was given an hour to defend Trotsky’s theses on the united
front in Germany. Even then opposition to his expulsion

was so widespread that Mendel was first suspended for a .

month “to think things over.”

Despair and Disorientation

Trotsky’s warnings of impending catastrophe.in Ger-
many_ were soon tragically vindicated, as the Nazi jack-
boot unopposed crushed the German proletariat under its
heel. Overcome by despair over the Stalinists’ world-
historic betrayal, Mendel (and the Polish Left Opposition
as a whole) began to express defeatist tendencies which
would soon lead to a break with Trotsky. In a letter to the
Polish Bolshevik-Leninists dated 18 July 1935, Trotsky
noted that “the dominant tone of {their] documents could
be called pessimistic.” He urged them to carry out an entry
into the PPS-in line with the “French turn"—the interna-
tlonal tactical orientation initiated by the entry of the
French Trotskyists into the Socialist SFIQO—aimed at
intersecting left-moving forces in the social-democratic
parties. By this means, explained Trotsky, they could get
closer to the industrial kernel of the Polish proletariat: “one
cannot help the Jewish workers to get out of the dead end of
the Bund toward a larger arena except by revolutlonary
work crowned with success among the Polish proletariat.”
Mendel counterposed entry into the London-Amsterdam
Bureau, a centrist bloc at whose 1935 conference he had
been an observer. Trotsky replied to Mendel's position in
“Centrist Combinations and Marxist Tactics™ (28 Febru-
ary 1935). :

Even after Stalin dlssolved the CP in 1938, Mendel
opposed the creation of a new communist party. Indeed,
the bulk of the Polish Opposition, Deutscher included,
‘opposed the formation of the Fourth International. Both

Mendel and the second Polish delegate, Stefan Lamed,
voted against it at the founding conference in 1938. But
however meager its organizational forces, it was only this
new International which fought under the banner of revo-
lutionary internationalism in the face of the lmpendmg
imperialist carnage.

The outbreak of World War Il found Mendel again in
exile in France, where, as the Nazis raided the Jewish quar-
ters, he suffered helplessly knowing that an active inter-
nationalist proletarian policy could have prevented the
fascists from taking power. It was the awesome horror of
Hitler's Holocaust, prepared by the criminal treachery of
the Stalinists and Social Democrats, that drove the likes of
Hersh Mendel into the arms of Zionism. Concluding his
book, Mendel writes: “Nearly all of Europe’s peoples were
forced to pay a bloody price for these policies in the end,
but the highest and bloodiest price of all was paid by us, the
Jewish people.” By 1944 he had become an active Zionist;
four years later he hailed the creation of the Zionist state of

J. Sanders
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Israel. He renounced the very foundations upon which he
had struggled for'thé Left Opposition—defense of the gains
of the October Revolution—and drew the conclusion that
the counterrevolution had triumphed completely in the
USSR. In his preface to Memoirs of a Jewish Revolution-
ary, lIsaac Deutscher polemicizes against Mendel's anti-
Sovietism, but correctly sets it apart from the pro-
imperialist Cold War circles in which such “anti-Stalinist
dogmatism is in fashion™ *“It is an outcry of disappoint-
ment and pain from a participant in the October uprising
who cannot and will not forget the Stalinist slaughter of
those who led and participated in the uprising, and from a

Jew'who is incapable of forgiving the wrongs to which the

Jewish people have been subjected by Stalinism.”™ Hersh
Mendel survived the Holocaust; his revolutionary will did
not. ’ ' '

In 1940, on the eve of the Holocaust, Trotsky wrote:
“The future development of military events may well trans-
form Palestine into a bloody trap for several hundred
thousand Jews. Never was it so clear as it is today that the
salvation of the Jewish people is bound up inseparably
with the overthrow of the capitalist system.”

—*“Leon Trotsky on the Jewish Question™

{Pathfinder, 1970) :
And so it remains. The Zionist “dream™ has revealed itself
to be a hideous nightmare—a deathtrap for the Jews, a
Nazi-like charnel house for the Arabs. During World War
I1 Western Zionists not only accepted—and fostered—the
racist closed-door policy of the imperialist “democracies”
toward Jewish refugees but even collaborated with the
Nazis in order to secure handfuls of emigrants for Pales-
tine to carve a reactionary nation-state out of the living
body of the Palestinian Arab people.

It was the Bolshevik Revolution—internationalist 1o its
core—which provided a true beacon for the Jewish people.
At the founding congress of the lefi-Zionist Hashomer
Hatzair youth organization in 1918, the impact of the Bol-
shevik Revolution was palpable: of three wings which

emerged, two demanded either immediate fusion or col-
laboration with the Communists in counterposition to the

Zionist project of building a Jewish national state. Qut of
this split Leopold Trepper was won to communism. A gen-
eration later, Abram Leon was won to Trotskyism from
the same Hashomer Hatzair, to become leader of the
underground Trotskyist organization in Belgium and
an organizer of clandestine revolutionary propaganda
among German soldiers. In his incisive book The Jewish
Question, Leon demolished the metaphysical mythology
surrounding the Jews and analyzed them as a “people-
class” based on mercantile and pre-mercantile capitalism.
He said:

“The conditions of the decline of capitalism which have
posed so sharply the Jewish question make its solution
equally impossible along the Zionist road. And there is

nothing astonishing in that. An evil cannot be suppressed
without destroying its causes. But Zionism wishes to

resolve the Jewish question without destroying capi-:
talism, which is the principal source of the suffering of-

the Jews.”
Reforge the Fourth international!

Reagan thirsts for a bloodbath of Polish and Russian
workers. The imperialists saw the rise of Solidarnos¢ as the
best chance since World War 1l to'turn Poland into a reac-
tionary battering ram to smash the Soviet workers state. At

Many broke with left- -
Zionism to become
Communists. Heroic
Soviet spy Leopold
Trepper (above, seated
in the middle) with
comrades of the
Hashomer Hatzair
in Poland, 1922.
Right: Abram Leon,
Trotskyist organizer
and theoretician,
murdered in
Auschwitz,

o
Editions La Bréche

Bitburg Reagan joined West German chancellor Kohl in
honoring the Nazi SS killers who ran the concentration
camps which annihilated the Jews, This grotesque display
by Reagan and Koh! was their expression of commeon cause
with the Hitlerite “anti-Bolshevists™ as part of the crusade
for a new thermonuclear “Operation Barbarossa” against
the, Soviet Union.

The socialist brotherhood of peoples to which Hersh
Mendel and his comrades dedicated their lives remains for
us 1o fight for and win. Today as in Mendel’s day, that goal
requires the most intransigent military defense of the.
deformed workers states and. above all, of the Soviet
Union, despite bureaucratic degeneration. Today as then
the only sure defense of the gains of the October Revolu-
tion is the struggle for international socialist revolution to
root out the savagery which is capitalism. And in the
deformed and degenerated workers states, only a Leninist-
Trotskyist vanguard standing at the head of proletarian
political revolutions can oust the nationalist Stalinist
bureaucracies and revive the internationalist tradition of
Rosa Luxemburg, restoring the historic revolutionary -
unity of the German, Polish and Russian workers, Down
with Solidarnos¢ counterrevolution! Defend the Soviet
Union! Reforge the Fourth International, world party of
socialist revolution!®
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Kamchatka Provocatlon...

(commuedfrom page 64)

and snapped a photograph of the cruiser with the moun-
tains of Kamchatka looming up just behind the cruiser!
The Soviets, after responding “in force with planes and
ships™ (San Francisco Chronicle, 17 August) then held
back-—they simply issued an angry public protest on May
21 and dogged the U.S. Fleet halfway back to the
Aleutians. The U.S. Navy Times printed the Arkansas
photo on August 10 with an appropriate caption: “Too
close for comfort.” The swaggering Arkansas officers had
T-shirts made up with the photo. What are they trying to
prove—that they could get the world blown up?

The Arkansas officers were not acting on their own but
as part of a criminal U.S. government strategy of provoca-
tion designed to intimidate the Soviet Union in prepara-
tion for a nuclear first strike. Last year, just before their

terror-bombing raid against Libya, the U.S. Navy pulled’a * 4

similar provocation off Black Sea Fleet headquarters in
Sevastopol. And in April 1983, anarmada of three U.S. air-
craft battle groups assembled off the Aleutian Islands:
Navy planes from the carriers Midway and Enterprise

engaged in a sudden mock attack, reportedly violating

Soviet airspace over the Kuril Islands. A few months later,
Korean Air Lines Flight 007 made its infamous provoca-
tion across Kamchatka and Sakhalin island, triggering
Soviet defenses along the way as intended by U.S. intelli-
gence agencies. More than 200 innocent lives were sacri-
ficed by the imperialists in pursunt ofthenr anti-Soviet war
drive.

We will never forget that the American ruling class
dropped the atomic bomb on innocent ctvilian popula-
tions in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. By President Truman's
own account, this atrocity was meant as a warning to the
Soviet Union. The insanity emanaung from the White
House today reflects not the craziness of one man, but the
plight of an entire ruling class in its twilight years. The

imperialists are intent on taking back that part of the world

which has been ripped from the capitalist world, and this

means principally the industrial and military powerhouse:

of the Soviet Union. Those like Gorbachev who preach the
illusion of “arms control™ and “peaceful coexistence” with
imperialism are living in a fool’s paradise. The U.S. ruling
madmen—who pull the strings on both their Democratic
and Republican puppets—can be stopped only when thé
working people of the United States, poaded beyond any
limit, smash this ruling class'and seize the future for them-
selves. We don’t have a lot of time. ®

~ KAL 007:
U.S. War Provocation
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containing Spartacist pamphlet
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Kamchatka Provocation:

"PHAN B.P. Percy/Cbat Camera Group Pacific Fleet
U.S. guided missile cruiser Arkansas penetrates Soviet territorial waters off Kamchatka Peninsuia.

~ U.S. Missile Ship in
Soviet Waters

U.S. imperialism’s insane anti-Soviet provocations con- secret Soviet Naval base at Petropavlovsk not once, but
tinue. In May, the USS Arkansas, a nuclear-powered - rwice—first on May 17 and again on May 21.
guided missile cruiser spearheaded “exercises” of the U.S. A few details of the incident appeared in the American
Third Fleet and penetrated Soviet waters off Kamchatka press. As the Soviet defense forces mobilized, the brazen
Peninsula. According to Moscow's New Times, the little Rambos aboard the 4Arkansas launched a small boat
Arkansas penetrated the restricted waters near the top- ) continued on page 63
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