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FOR WORKERS CONTROL AND INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISM

=

MASS STRIKES AND MARCHES HIT ITALY

ROME: 50,000 workers and students marched last week for higher wages.

PANIC

CALL FOR ‘NATIONAL GOVERNMENT
P R R e S e T e T R e
TO HAMMER TRADE UNIONS
i o S i ey e A B T

IN HIGH PLAGES ...

WHY THE PANIC?

To read the national
press in the last few days
you would think we were
back in 1931,when the
financial crisis wrecked
the Labour government
and Ramsay MacDonald
formed a ‘National’ govern-
ment with the Tories.

‘The government’,said
The Times on Monday, 'has
the smell of Weimar about
it’,referring to the collapse
of parliamentary democracy
in Germany in the 1930s
and the rise of the Nazis.

Rumours

Every other newspaper
joined in the crisis chorus,
headlining rumours of Wilson's
resignation,more devaluation
and further cuts in the stan-
dard of living.

The Times' editor called
urgently for a coalition gov-
emment that would get to
grips with ‘industrial anarchy’
and student revolt.

Sir Leslie O'Brien,Gover-
nor of the Bank of England,
referred to the £14m fall in
National Savings last week
as ‘frankly disastrous’-

And a bitter squabble has
developed between Labour
Cabinet Ministers and their
former friends in the City of
London.

Socialists can be excused
if they feel surprised by these
outbursts. In almost every
area of British capitalism,the
alarmist talk seems to have m
relevance to reality. ]

The Labour governmen!,
acting on the instructions of
the city which it now attacks,
has given immeasurable
service to Brilish capitalism
over the last four years:

The Incomes Policy with
its blanket wage freeze in the
last six months of 1966.

The encouragement of ind-
ustrial momopolies resulting
in 100 giant mergers with total

assets of £200m in the first
nine months of 1968(a third
more than in 1987).

The drive for productivity
and the slashing of social
services.

All these measures are:
paying off handsomely.

Profits are rising sharply.
Let the Financial Times of
December 2 speak for itself:

‘Profits of industrial com
panies reporting in November
showed an increase of 29.7
per cent compared with the
previous year.

‘This rise is well above
that of 17.6 per cent recorded
for October and gives a com-
bined rise for the two months:
of 23.5 per cent. The growth
rate of profits is now back at
the lkvel reached at the last
peak in the third and fourth
quarters of 1964.

‘The steady improvement
in profits over the year
reflects the increasing ben-
efit of devaluation since
company -reports include a
longer period since deval-
uation. The reports of com-
panies during November
covered on average a period
of nine months since deval-
uation.

'Of the leading companies
reporting in November,Fisons
had a profits rise of 39.7 per
cent, -Plessey up to 19.5 per
cent and Tube Investments up
7.1 per cent, while the profits
of Rootes Motors were about
£10m. compared with a loss
in the previous year.

‘Excluding the results of
these companies,profits of the
remainder rose by 21.6 per

WILSON
Resignation rumour

cent showing that the current
performances of most UK
industrial companies is good.’

The half-hearted dividend
freeze has been abandoned.
Dividends of industrial com-
panies rose by 6.2 per cent in

November compared with the
same month last year.

Improved

There was a similar rise of
4.9 per cent in October.Both
rises exceed the 3% per cent
‘ceiling’ imposed by the gov-
ernment.

It is the workers who have
paid out in lost wages,lost
school places for their
children,lost pension increas-
es,in prescription charges,
and in harder effort to meet
‘obligations’ under productiv-
ity deals. The morale and
strength of the British ruling
class should now be enorm-
ously improved.

Both in profitability and in
productivity it is now better

equipped to compete with its
main competitors abroad.

So why the uproar in the
City and the panic in the
editorial offices of The
Times,a paper that speaks for
an important section of the
ruling class?

One reason is that they
have had an uneasy eye on
Europe since the mass
strikes in France in May and
June. The French workers and
students dispelled 20 years
of complacency in a single
week, and since May the word
revolution has been back in
the political dictionary.

Now Italy has erupted in
huge strikes and. demonstrat-
ions. In such an atmosphere,
reminded each day of their
own vulnerability, sections of
the ruling class are seeingthe
spectre of revolution.

Socialists should hot be
carried away by hysteria.
Hard-eamed wage increases

‘and social benefits can too

easily be abandoned in the
rush to defend a mythical
‘national interest’.

The immediate struggles
against productivity agreem-
ents,job evaluation, wage
freeze, rent increases and the
like must not be abandoned.

There should be reason.not
panic,on the Left:the case for
a planned society based on
workers' control of industry
and the expropriation of the
parasitic employing class
has never been more relevant.

Although the underlying
economic situation in each
capitalist country is not too
unhealthy for their respective

ruling classes.there is instj
ability and vicious compet-
ition between them ,expressed
in the present financial crisis.

The general revamping of
capitalism in the last few
years has also led to great
political instability. This has
rteached a level in Britain
where sections of the ruling
class are almost losing conf-
idence in their ability to
govern.

Hysteria

They want a coalition gov-
emment with its consequent
Imystifying effects—its app-
eals to patriotism, to the
national interest and to all
forms of chauvinism.

In this context, Enoch
Powell's anti-immigrant
hysteria gives a sinister
waming of what might happen
if the present panicking
minority stampede the maj-
ority of the ruling class.

In a situation of both
danger and opportunity,the
need a united revolut-
ionary Left becomes of
crucial importance, to give a
massive,total altermative to
the present writhings and
wrigglings of the small
group who confrol our society

SORRY...

. . . we're late in appear-
ing this week. A major mech-
anical breakdown put us badly
behind schedule and has
regulted in some of our type-
setting being helow standard.
We hope to be back to normal
next week.

for

Craig sacking is

ULSTER’'s hard-line Home
Affairs Minister ‘Adolf’ Craig
has been chopped from the

government by Premier
.O’Neill—but his removal is
not the signal to call off the
civil rights campaign in
Britain’s backyard police
state.

O'Neill sacked Craig

because the Home Affairs man
wanted Ulster to break with
British capitalism and go it
alone like Rhodesia. It was
not distaste for his strong-
arm methods

Some  middle-of-the-road
leaders of the civil rights
movement have praised

O’'Neill this week for his

red herring

‘moderation’ and willingness
to deal with the religious

bigotry ,heavy unemployment
and rigged elections in
Ulster.

But behind the mask of
smooth respectability stands
the architect of present cond-
itions in the Six Counties.

enemies remain in power,
backed by the City of London

Militant socialists in
Ulster now have a fight on
their hands to rescue the
civil rights movement from
the hands of the flabby mod-
erates who seem ready to
prostrate themselves before

The more dangerous

O’Neill.

By NORAH CARLIN

. EVEN

THE  BRITISH
press, for which Italy is
normally a land of comic
opera and holidays, has
been forced to turn its
attention to events there
in the last two weeks.

A pation-wide wave of
strikes and mass demonstrat-

ions followed the shooting of
j two

agricultural labourers,
striking for higher wages, at
Avola in Sicily on Monday,
December 2.

Is Italy on the verge of a

crisis like the one which
shook France in May and
June?

The events are not isol-
ated or sudden.In the last
year Italy has had a wave of
strikes and demanstrations
with roots in both working-
class and student discontent.

The national economy is
prospering,with a high export
growth rate and a favourable
balance. of trade,which builds
up currency reserves and
benefits speculators and
financiers.

CORRUPTION

But wages have been
firmly held down to enable
this to take place,the social
services are in a state of
neglect,corruption and ineff-
iciency in government are as
widespread as ever,and the
still-promised educationzl ref-
orms have failed to mater-
ialise.

One-day general strikes,
as on November 14,have been
called by the three trade
union federations (Communist,
Catholic and social-democrat)
against the inadequacy of the
social  services,particularly
the miserable pension schem-
es.

More significantly,strikes
in particular industries and
factories throtghout  the
country have been becoming
more militant, such as the
northern textile workers’
strike which occupied a
factory last summer,or the
link-up between Pirelli tyre
workers in Milan and Turin
who have cut productivity to a
third in support of their wage
claim.

CLASHED

The strikers have also
been becoming more violent.
Avola was the second occas-
-ion in a week that the Sicil-
ian police clashed with dem-
onstrating workers.At Palermo
on November 26 they broke up
400 metalworkers striking for
higher pay.

The armed police(carabin-
ieri) have also been used
freely against the student
movement,which has grown in
size and militancy since the
occupation of Turin univers-
ity a year ago and the wide
spread demonstrations before
and during the crisis in
France.

Increasingly disillusioned
with the parliamentary politics
of the Socialist and Commun-
ist parties,the students have
as yet no clear Left-wing
leadership.There are many
Maoist and anarchist groups,
and a hippy tendency of
recent growth—enough for the
Communist Party to -dissoc-
iate itself firmly from ‘stud-
ent extremism’:

The most important recent
development is the attraction
of high school pupils into the
movement. Their city-wide
strike in Rome on December
3 followed the surrounding of
an occupied school by armed
police on November 19.anc

To back page
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LETTERS

HOW SOCIALIST
WORKER 'BLINDFOLDS
THE WORKING CLASS'

THE NATURE of the present
period holds tremendous
implications for marxists and
aspirant revolutionary parties.
Not least of the implications
are those conceming revolut-
ionary newspapers,whose task
it is to be a “political organ-
iser’ and to raise the level of
political consciousness among
the most advanced sections of
the working class.

Yet Socialist Worker is
falling short in this task.
Where demands are raisedthey
are economist demands,e.g.on
a par with the most advanced
level of union consciousness.

‘This subconscious pander-
ing to syndicalism leads (or
hasled)us to a situation
where we merely voice rank-
and-file feeling in the unions,
but do not develop this feel-
ing, or canalise it,into a
higher,political level of
consciousness and activity.
Hence we blindfold the class
and do not prepare it for the
massive political struggles in
which it will be engaged.

The paper's criticism of
the trade union bureaucrats
is syndicalist criticism,not
political criticism,and does
not analyse the political rok
of fake-lefts like Scanlon,
and right-wingers like
Cannon. The result of this
failure to criticise politically
is that we become prostrated
before the class.

Surely what must be
pointed out is that a
revolutionary polilical 1z ader-
ship must be developed
inside the unions in order to
throw out the bureaucracy,
which is the ‘chief instrument
of oppression by the bourgeois
state’- That we even suggest
this means a principled
struggle against the left-
labourites and Stalinists in
the trade unions, who will,
given the opportunity derail
*he class in action.

However, by kow-towing to
a mere trade-union conscious-
ness we do not fight the
Stalinists, and lessen our
chances to win over poliiically
the better elements around the
Communist Party,which
utterly fails to politically
educate its members in the
trade unions.

Similarly, in articles on
mergers,redundancy etc., we
must raise demands which
pose the question of state
power. In the articles on the
GEC-AEI merger,there was
not one demand for national-
isation under workers’ control
and no real analysis of the
political issues involved in

the mergers.

May we suggest that
instead of Socialist Worker
being a mere commentary on
events,it should seek to
develop into an agitational
journal around which camp-
aigns can be waged on the
basis of sharp political
demands.

The struggle for political
leadership of the class,the
struggle to transform trade
union militants into revolut-
ionary cadres,is a difficult
one and is above all a polit- -
ical struggle, in which we
fight sharply for political
politicies against all
bourgeois and petit-bourgeois
trends in the trade unions.
To negl ect this task now will
serve to make it difficult—
even impossible— to fulfill
it later:-Graeme Atkinson,
Keith Coulston,Barrie Bidd-
ulph, Ruth Biddulph,
Manchester readers.

A reply
to

Alan Plater

DEAR MR.PLATER,

I think you've misinterpret-
ed my piece on Softly,Sofily
(December 7). I know some
very nice policemen,and when
I produce some,I’m sure they
will be very nice to my
children.

But they will remain
policemen; cogs in the
machine of state repression.
I'm not arguing against the
accuracy of Softly,Softly
(although I maintain it occas-
ionally doesn't deal with
things it might deal with),but
what I do see in cops on the .
box is what being a police-
man means,irrespective of
whether you're a nice bloke
or not.

~ I'm getting at the idea
that nice blokes have to play
whist at the conservative
club,because they're coppers,
and all they can do about it
is wear a red tie.

The fact that Softly Softly
exposes this sickening dial-
ectic is a compliment to
writers like yourself; and
there is nobody who admires
more than I do the way that
you and John Hopkins have
used the serial format to
create great television
drama outside the Softly
Softly/Z Cars syndrome.

So I think we’re on the
same side,really.

Yours Fraternally,

DAVE EDGAR

Tailways and the mines were

Socialist Worker has often put forward the view that Russia, Eastern Europe
and the rest of the so-called ‘communist bloc’ are not socialist countries,

as both they and their capitalist opponents claim, but are varieties of bureaucratic

state capitalism. This description of the stalinist regimes is not new
and was put forward and widely discussed by members of the Left Opposition to

Stalin in Russia in the 1920s. The question of how to define the Stalinist regimes

is more than obscure discussion between marxists. It is a vital issue for
the working class because it asks ‘what is the basis of socialism?’

Some questions arising from the standpoint that Russia is a state
capitalist country are answered hy MIKE HEYM

WHC REALLY nms a
‘communist’ country?

The Russian ruling
class is a bureaucracy,
that is the top state
officials,factory managers,
army officers etc. organ-
ised through their own
exclusive organisation the
Communist Party.

This tightly organised
group has absolute control
over every aspect of life in
the country. The state
machine, the economy, army,
police and mass media are
tightly controlled by them.

The slightest threat or
criticism is met with fierce
repression. The recent
events in Czechoslovakia and
the violent persecution of
critical literary opposition in
Russia are ample evidence of
this and are only the tip of
the iceberg of tyranny.

NO CONTROL

The working class have no
control whatsoever over the
state or the economy. There
are no democratic workers’
councils. There is no right of
democratic discussion either
in the trade unions or the
Communist Party.

There is ho freedom of
working-class parties or news-
papers; in short, there is no
WORKERS DEMOCRACY.

But how can Russia be
capitalist when the economy
is completely nationalised,
there are no capitalists and
no right of inheritance?

Nationalisation of property

alone is not the basis of
socialism. The question is
not tihat the state owns

property but who owns the
state.

In post-war DPRritain, the
nationalised. Many socialists
hailed this is a great victory

Socialist Worker

Paxton Works Paxton Road London N17 telephone 01- 808 4847
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~ STAND

mand of no victimisation of trade
unionists. Redundancy should be
opposed with the demand: five
days work or five days pay. Shop
stewards organisations should
strengthen and extend their in-

fluence by linking up on an in{
dustrial and ultimately a nationa
basis.

We are opposed to racial discrimi{
nation, a weapon used by thel
ruling class to divide the labour]
movement.  Immigration control
must be ended, ensur ing the free
movement ;:. peoples reclal"!h:x-

L T WA nce organisations
lo -|gm fascism and racialism,
The labour movement must de-
mand the immediate recall of
British troops from abroad as the
first step towards ending colonial
exploitation.

Thetask of revolutionary socialists
is to join workers in their struggles
with socialist ideas that will link
up the various sections of the
labour movement and help create
a force that will lead on to workers'

power and international socialism.

STALIN
Opposition destmyed

for the workers.
B

ut in these industries
there were no fundamental
changes because the workers
had no control of the industry
or the state which controlled
the industry.

The form of property had
changed but the property
relations remained the same.

In the state capitalist
countries the state owns all
industiy, land, etc., and the
state machine is owmed and
under the complete control of
the bureaucracy.

They control industry as a
collective group and not as
individuals.

The absence of the right
of individual inheritance does

. the accumulation of

not make the bureaucracy any
less of an oppressive class
group than the hierarchy of
the Catholic church in the
Middle Ages, who also did
not have the right of indiv-
idual inheritance.

This might show that
Russia has a ruling class but
why call them capitalist?

The basis of capitalism is
that it subordinates living
labour (the working class) to
capital
(dead labour).

SAME TASK

Historically the capitalist
ruling classes have carried
out the task of building up
the productive forces at the
expense of the working class.
The ruling bureaucratic class
in the state capitalist count-
ries has carried out exactly
this task and subordinated
the consumption of the work-
ing class to the building up
of heavy industry.

But if the dynamic of
capitalism is competition how
can this apply to a fully
state-owned economy? And
surely the absence of boom,
slump and unemployment show
the economy of Russia is
socialist?

The dynamic for a state

capitalist bureaucracy to
accumulate stems not from
competition on a national

scale but through intemat-

ional competition.

The units of capitalist
competition get bigger and
can be whole nations. The
competition between national
economies on a military and
economic level drive the
bureaucracies to accumulate
and reinvest capital at the
expense of the working class

True, the state capitalist
economies do not express

their crisis in exactly the

same way as in the west but

the crisis none the less
exists.
Unemployment certainly

exists in some state capital-
ist countries, and the general
economic crisis showsitself
in, among other fields, the
continuing agricultural and
consumer goods crises in
Russia.

TheCzechoslovak political
crisis was brought about
largely by a severe economic
crisis which demanded radical
political changes.

The fabulous rates of
growth of the Russian and
Eastern European economies
have also slowed down
considerably in the last few
years, At one time these
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UNDER THE HOT CALIFORNIA SUN,
Why the British labo

should boycott US g

and end the West Co
by ELAINE ELINS

THE END OF ANOTHER
harvest of California
grapes means the fourth
year of continuous efforts
by the United Farm Workers
Organising Committee
(UFWOC) to gain union
recognition for the more
than one million farm
workers of America.

Under the leadership of
Mr.Cesar Chavez, himself a
migrant farm worker,and
with the complete support
of the AFL-CIO (the
American TUC), they are
seeking the dignity and
economic freedom of a
union contract.

Excluded

At the present time there
is no established national
union for farm workers. This
is because the National Labor
Relations Act (NLRA), the
federal law which guarantees
the right to unicnise to every
other American worker, spec-
ifically excludes agricultural
labourers.

Because of the large rural
representation in Congress,
farm workers have been
excluded from this law since
its passage in 1935. They
subsequently have been
excluded from all major
pieces of labour legislation,
including health and pension
plans,unemployment insurance
workman’s compensation for
injury on the job, and most
minimum wage and child
labour laws.

Without the advantage of a
union,farm workers are
subject to the arbitrary expl-
oitation of their employers.

This has become increas-
ingly true as the agricultural
industry has evolved from
small and medium sized farms
employing a small number of
workers,to the present huge
‘agribusinesses’,operating on
multi-miliion dollar budgets,
occupying thousands of acres
of farmlands,and employing
thousands of workers at
peak season.

It is these ‘factories in
the fields’, located mainly
in the southwest of the United
States,which maintain the
social and economic bondage
of the farm worker.

Farm workers earn a yearly
wage which falls well below
the national minimum poverty
level income.Most famm
workers live,at best,in
prison-like compounds and at
worst,in crumbling rural
shanties,and have little voice
in community affairs,

They may work 10 to 12
hours a day,six and seven
days a week,in the scorching
fields,often without the
simple amenities of toilets
and drinking water. Their
children are forced to drop
oul of school to supplement
the family income by working
in the fields.

The UFWOC fight for
union recognition has teen
twofold:

1. They are attempting the
slow process of amending the
NLRA to include farmworkers.
2. They are trying to deal
directly with the growers,in
an effort to bring them tc the
bargaining table,

The effort of the past two
years to persuade Congress
finally to cover the agricul-
tural labourer has been met
with widespread support.

But a Bill in Congress is
blocked in the rules comm-
ittee by the filibuster techn-
iques of Senator George
Murphy, the showbusiness :
senator {from Califorhia.
Richard Nixon has spoken
out against the efforts of the
union and has declared his
solidarity with the Califorhia
growers.

It seems that counter-
pressures from the White
House, now that Mr.Nixon has
been elected, will probably be
strong enough to keep Con-
gress from acting,at least in
the near future.

Early in the struggle,the
union sought direct meeting
with the growers. Their
request for union represent-

ation elections were flatly
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| Party which had led the

basis of the revolution.

The rise of Stalin and the
bureaucracy from 1923 on-
wards involved the destruct-
ion of every socialist element
in the revolution and the
élimination of every socialist
tradition from the Bolshevik

revolution of 1917,

MOCK TRIALS

This was achieved largely
through the physical extermin-
ation of thousands of ‘old
Bolsheviks’ after mock trials
or without trial.

Trotsky, Bukharin, Zinov-
iev, Kamenev were slandered,
and persecuted as enemies

NG of SOCIALISM

of ‘socialism’, - that is—the
dictatorial rule of Stalin and
his bosses.

The internationalism which
inspired. Lenin and the Bolsh-
eviks in 1917 was replaced by
the slogan ‘socialism in one

country’. In reality this
meant the destruction of
socialism.

Btalin’s counter-revolution
was not a peaceful affair
but involved the destruction
of all working-class and
peasant opposition by physic-
al force.

But isn't Russia the only
hope for socialist advance?
Things are not as bad as
under Stalin and getting
better. If you oppose the
Soviet Union you are weally

supporting the imperialist
bloc.

Since Stalin's death in
1953 he has been denounced
by his successors for having
committed crimes agdinst
socialism But those Wwho
denounce him were parties co,
these crimes and remained
strangely silent at the time.

While they have denounced
Stalin these men have carried
on exactly the same sort of
policies.

The brutal suppression of
the Hungarian revalution in
1956 and the Iinvasion of
Czechoslovakia this year
were carried out by a Russ-
ian leadership which denoun-
ced Stalin but fully deserve
the title Stalinist.

Inside Russia the basic
inequalities still remain. *The
working class have in noway
increased their rights or
powers and although mat-
erially better off they still
remain an exploited class.

To oppose the Stalinist,
system is the duty of
every revolutionary social-
ist and marxist.

NO DIFFERENT

Most workers reject the
system they see in Russia
since it nffers them no basic
difference.,

The capitalist mass media
gladly identify this with:
socialism. They do not wish
workers to see a real alternat-
ive to capitalism and Stalin-
ism.,

‘This = alternative does
exist in a socialist system
based on WORKERS CON-
TROL and WORKERS DEM-
OCRACY.

‘This is in no way support
for imperialism. Indeed we
cannot fight imperialism in
the West without fighting it
in the East.

Oppression - and tyranny
are worldwide and must be
fought internationally.

The Big Bum Corporation

trots out Uncle Enoch,
the people’s friend...

‘THE SMALL-TIME bum
who has been allowed by
our rulers to become a big-
time bum deserves no place
of honour in the annals
either of bumming or of
history.’

Brecht said it of Hitler;
but the attitude to our own
home-grown bum,Uncle Enoch,
the people’s friend,is no less
a matter of historical hyperb-
ole.

If the Panorama rags-to-
riches' epic of the Rise of
Powell (Monday December 2)
set out with any firm purpose,
it was to attempt to fill out
the baggy suit of this sad
little man into some sort of
shape.

For which Ace Reporter
Robert MacNeill needed a
pretty sizeable bladder.He
found it in his own mealy-
mouthed interrogation.

With Robin Day,we mdght
have had a fight on our hands.
But although Mr.MacNeill put
all the wishy-washy points
(do you think you might be
exacerbating racial tension,
Mr.Powell,please,Sir?)he all-
owed Powell's ‘I'm the
greatest safety valve this
country has got’ to go by
without so much as a murmur.

DUBIOUS

The only bite against
Powell was provided in the
dubious shape of Ray Gunter,
who,afithough he expressed
one or two doubts about the
‘safety valve’ theory,did
claim madgnanimously that
our Enoch is ‘a man of
great principles,a man of
great honour's

Mr.MacNeill,in his turmn,
began his exhibition of aggr-
essive interviewing with the
deathless stipulation:

POWELL:
Big battalions
‘Let’s leave aside your

evidence, Mr.Powell . . .’

He even admitted that the
pollsters commissioned
had expressed doubts about
the representativeness of
their sample. This,plus the
odd student demo and a lonely
Tndian’s comment,was the
sum total of the Other Side
that the BBC graced us
with.

But on Powell’s side,we
had the big battalions.

~ From a contented cradlalwe
followed this man,old school-
friend by old school-friend,
through Kifig Edward’s Birm-
ingham to Cambridge,.to a
professorship in Australia, a
meteoric rise in the army and
into politics; ladled out
with liberal helpings of the
Powell ‘self-help’ philosophy
of ‘so be it’.

Eager,we hear,to pursue
the career of a concert
clarinettist at school,when a
Cambridge scholarship
beckoned,Powell philosoph-
ised: ‘If this is the way up,
so be it.’

While keen to enter the
diplomatic service,a fellow-
ship presented itself: ‘If I
can take off the shelf a fell-
owship at Trinity,then so be
& g

And when,having resigned

from Macmillan’s Cabinet he

was re-offered the Ministry cf
Health (himself a life-long
opponent of the Health
Service),Powell cuts his
losses. ‘Life goes on’ he
muses. ‘One makes one's
point,and life goes on’.

The man who went from
Army Private to Brigadier in
five years ‘enjoyed best of
all being a private soldier’.

Even this gem didn’t raise
sqQ much as a flicker in _
Mr.MacNeill’s somnabulent
eyebrow.

And when at the end of
this orgy of self-publicity we
are told that Mr.Powell‘lays
himself opefi to the accusat-
ion of demagogery’,we feel
that perhaps Mr.MacNeill
has gone too far.

Interesting to compare
MacNeill’s impotent inter-
viewing of this media-man
with 24 Hours’ Michael
Barrett’s barrage at half a
dozen AEF militants from
Girlings.

Sarcasm (‘you’re all
members of the happy brother-
hood of the irades union
movement’) was combined
with droll punnery (before
the discussion he’d amusingly
irefer to them as ‘turning the
screw’) to make a reasoned
case from the workers impos-
sible.

It seems a bit odd that
trendy BBC Current Affairs
should so barrack a group of
television amateurs,while
touching their forelocks so

deferentially to an expert.

Perhaps they reckon that
although we've got the
numbers, they’ve got the
big bums.

DAVID
EDGAR

To the tyrants and oppres-
sors throughout the world all
workers must say NEITHER
WASHINGTON nor MOSCOW
but INTERNATIONAL SOC-
TALISM.

Join the

International Socialists

ABERDEEN Janet Kennedy
94 Bankhead Road Bucksburn

FOLKESTONE Dave Cowell
c/o 18 Station Rd

NEWCASTLE Tony Corcoran
26 Lesbury Road
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often the Mexican workers
need the work they are
offered by the American
companies.

After all,an American
dollar is worth 12 Mexican
pesos. This process has
been described as ‘using the
poorest of the poor of another
country to defeat the poorest
of the poor of this country...’

These actions,coupled
with injunctions drastically
limiting the right to picket,
have [eft the workers with
no recourse but to seek
public support for a boycott
of the growers’ produce.

Though complete support
and extensive funds(such as
£5000 per month from the
United Auto Workers) have
been provided by the AFL-
CIO, the Teamsters,and the
Union of Stevedores and Long-
shoremen,these unions are
lorced to transport the grapes
or risk the penalty of violat-
ing an unfair labour practice
legislation.

In New York, a £25million
suit was filed against unions
of bulchers and retail clerks
who refused to work in
stores which carried Calitor-
nia table grapes. Individual
lotry drivers and dockers who
have refused to cross UFWOC
picket lines,have been fired

for breach of contract.

TRADE UNION RIGHTS

UFWOC therefore has had
to rely on the American cons-
umer for the success of the
boycott.

‘The first boycott was
directed against the wine
grape growers of California.
In 1966,the union put out
publicity asking stores and
consumers to buy other brands
of wines,and fam workers
travelled from California to
leaflet and picket at wine-
shops all over the nation.

These efforts were not
without success.At present,
there are 10 very solid,fair
contracts with companies
that grow wine grapes.

The national boycott is
presently directed against
California table grape growers |
the largest agribusiness in the
staté. Originally the boycott
was only of grapes of the

‘Giumarra Corporation, a huge

California farm covering
12,000 acres.

Sales at Giumarra dipped
sharply after the start of the
boycoit,but rather than
recognise and bargain with the
union,they chose fo retaliate
with illegal measures.Giumarra,
grapes began to be shipped
with the labels of a hundred
other grape companies pasted
on the crates,

This dodge was confirmed
and criticised by the National
Food and Drug Administration,
but not stopped. The industry
also guaranteed Giumarra
economic protection against
the strike loss.

As a result of this coll-
usion, the union had to take
on the entire California table
grape industry at one.

This has led to the present
activity: a nation-wide

| same fate,

valuable in strengthening the

consumer boycott of all

California fresh table grapes,
until the growers negotiate.
The boycott has met with
widespread success. Major
cities such as Boston, New
York and Kansas City are
almost completely clear of
the grapes. Many major
national chainstores have
cancelled their orders for
table grapes this year.
Again the growers are att-
empfting to wipe out the
efforts of the union. Last
year,almost one-third of the
grapes were sold on the
export market. This year,
more have been put in cold
storage, presumably for the

" England is the largest
impbrter of American table
grapes in Europe,having imp-
orted about 3,000,000 pounds
in 1967.Efforts are presently
being made to see what role
English trade unions,political
leaders and the public might
play in internationalising the
boycott.

American unions cannot
detain the grape cargo as they
are bound by strict federal
law.Therefore, UFWOC is
calling on brother English
trade unions,who are not
bound by such severe limit-
ations, to support the strike
and boycott by not handling
scab grapes,

A refusal to handle these
shipments would be quite

union's position, in bringing
the growers to the bargainin
table,andiin ending once an
for all the injustice which

for decades has made the
farm worker the symbol of the
forgotten man in America.

Elaine Elinson is in
Britain to organise the

UFWOC European campaign.
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Derry: first round to McCann

From SEAN REED

EAMONN McCANN, militant Irish socialist and Social-
ist Worker reporter, was cleared by Derry magistrates
last week of a charge of unlawful assembly arising
from the police riot on October 5.

Loud cheers greeted the news and McCann was
carried shoulder high from thé court to a mass meeting

on the dockside,

Market

men back
grapes ban

From NIGEL COWARD

COVENT GARDEN fruit
porters have declarel they
will not handle California

grapes, if the dockers follow
suit.

Moves are under way in
the docks to win support for
the campaign.(see centre
pages.)

Whether official Transport
Workers Union support or
sanction is forthcoming is
not clear at present. But
whether the union machine
grinds fast or slow, success-
ful blacking must ultimately
depend o the workers them-
selves.

Small ports

Success cannot be guar-
anteed. The employers can
use smaller ports such as
Felixstowe and Shoreham and.

avoid the  well-organised
docks.
The fruit porters have

agreed to black such re-routed
goods. But the large super-
market employers could prob-
ably get around the problem
when they whiffthe chance
of above-average profits on
the dumped grapes.

Californian agricultural
labourers have approached
London porters and dockers,
hoping for solidarity in their
struggle for union recognit-
ion. The campaign to black
the grapes' must spread to
every section of the labour
movement who,as consumers,
can boycott the produce in the
shops.

MLEIR

IRELAND:Civil Rights and after.
Spkrs: Gery Lawless (Irish Wor-
kers' Group) and Paul Gillespie
(18), Angel 1S, Monday, Dec.18,
8 pm, The George,Liverpool
Road, N1.

MEETING to honour 8th anniy-
ersary of founding of NLF,
S, Vietnam. Conway Hall, Red
Lion Sq, 7.30 Friday, Deec.20.
Spkrs: Malecolm Caldwell , Martin
Bemal, Emie Roberts (AEF,
personal capacity).

Small Ads

ROSA LUXEMBURG 19198-1869
poster. Black on Red bs, Black
on White 48, Prices inc, post.
Socialist Worker,Paxton Works,
Paxton Road N17.

IS badges (slogan: workers’
control). 1s each, 10s doz. Cash
with orders. Judi Barker, 148
Princes Road, Liverpool 8.

‘Strandview Street,

McCann tola .ne crowd
that the court decision was
not victory in a war for
the civil rights movement,
but only a victory in a
skirmish.

The tactics of the O'Neill
faction in Northern Ireland's
Tory government are clear.
They had meant to bring only
militants before the courts.

But Craig,the police min-
ister, who wants more extreme
policies, charged 40 others,

including Leader of the
Opposition Eddie McAteer
and two other - MPs, Gerry

Fitt and Austin Currie.

To imprison such respect-
able - figures would mean
committing the government to
a policy of mass repression.
This would lead to a break
with Westminster and Rhodes-
ia-style UDI—which Craig
favours.

O'Neill,imperialism’s rep-
resentative in Ulster, was
unwilling to follow in Ian
Smith’s footsteps. Fighting
back against Craig’s ultra-
right threat, he is using the
courts to get himself off the
hook.

The second set of charges,
which are minor ones, have
been heard first in Derry.
McCann has been acquitted,
and so  will many of the
other defendants, including
the MPs.

Then, when the dust
settles and the press turns
its attention from Ulster,
McCann and other hard-line
militanis will be back in
court on charges under the
South ~ Africa-style Special
Powers Act.

Solidarity

DUBLIN:-250 Young Social-
ists and Left-wing students
marched on the British
embassy last week to declare
their solidarity with the
militants on trial in Derry.
Their path was blocked by
200 riot police. !

Kitty O'Kane of Derry YS
told the K marchers that the
police action was an example
of the Dublin government’s
.support for the Ulster police
state.

‘The southern establish-
ment are just as opposed to
workers on the streets dem-

anding their rights as are
the Northern Tories,” she
ideclared.

Long march
BELFAST:- The People's
Democracy, a non-sectarian
civil rights movement, is

organising a ‘long march’
from Belfast to Derry (73
miles) from December 19 to
22,  PBritish socialists are
invited to take part. Full
details from Mike Farrell, 8
Belfast 9
Tel. Belfast 669685.

—
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on sit-in
strike at

From SABBY SAGALL

A THOUSAND ASSEMBLY
line workers at Ford’s main
Dagenham plant occupied the
administrative block for an
I210ur on Thursday November
8.

They were protesting at
the company’s decision to lay
off workers as a result of the
Girling brake  strike in
cheshire.

The admin offices were
paralysed, with the workers
blocking =all access to the
building. The - management
was clearly shaken by this
massive demonstration of
collective strength® by the
assembly men.

And the national press
declared its solidarity with
the bosses by not printing a
word of the event.

CLIMAX

The occupation was the
climax to a 10-week overtime
ban by the assembly workers.
They were determined to end
a system of casual labour
under which they had been
laid off three times this year.

At the start of the struggle
the men had the support of
trade union officials on the
Ford negotiating committee.
But the officials succumbed
to company pressure and
recommended. that the over-
time ban should be lifted so
that negotiations could staht.

The men refused as the
management had made no real
¢oncessions. But the severity
of the economic pressure on
Fords caused by the over-
time ban forced the manage-

Press blackout

Fords

ment to concede the principle
of guaranteed weekly pay-
ments for loss of work
caused by lay-offs,

The offer was rejected as
totally inadeguate. Now _in
the tenth week of the dispute,
the company gave way again
and conceded larger guaran-
teed payments.

EXPLODED

The management sent a
letter to all workers announc-
ing their willingness to con-
cede the principle and to
make it effective from Decem-
ber 1Ist. Details of the
concession remained to be
worked out. The ban was
lifted a day later.

But the next day ,November
28, further lay-offs were
announced as a result of the
Girling dispute. The assembly
men exploded, marched into
the admin block and demanded
full payment for the period
when they would not be
working.

They threatened to break
up the machinery unless the
demand was accepted. The
management held out without
conceding and the men dis-
persed after an hour.

The concession by the
company of guaranteed pay-
ments during lay-offs marks
the second major defeat for
the Ford bosses this year
after the successful women’s
strike.

Ford workers are showing
a growing awareness of their
collective strength in a key
export industry and an
increasing willingness to use

that strength.

MOTHERS
PRIDE
PICKETS
ARRESTED

From PETE MOTTERSHEAD

-|COVENTRY:-Following com-

plaints last Saturday by the
Mothers Pride management of
intimidation by pickets of its
workers,two members of the
strike committee were arrest-
ed on Monday on several
charges.

Gurdit Singh and Kudlit
Singh are both charged with
using violence with intent to
force a worker to stay away
from the bakery with actual
bodily harm, possessing an
offensive weapon (a hockey
stick) and wilful damage.

Gurdit Singh is separately
charged with intimidation and
possessing an offensive
weapon (a penknife) - They
have been remanded on bail.

Picketers claim that the
two men were attacked first,
but police have declined to
comment on the possibility of
counter charges.

The background to the
charges is a three-week lock-
out of 92 workers who struck
in support of a victimised
fellow worker. A small number
of men have returned to work,
supplemented by scab labour
sent by the Ministry of Empl-
oyment and Productivity.

Refused

The Bakers' Union has
washed its hands of the
dispute.it has even refused
to stop bread from other
Mothers .= Pride (Enterprise)
Bakeries from being brought
into the factory for redistrib-
ution.

Picketing at the bakery
has become extremely dang-
erous.Vans race into the
factory at 30 mph.One student
picket was hit and thrown 10
feet.

On management instruct-
ions vans are often driven
continuously in and out of the
factory to break the picket.
Police ‘harassment has been
frequent.

The strike committee has
attempted to gain support in
the engineering factories in
Coventry by coliections and
the blacking of Mothers Pride
bread. Support is starting to
grow,

Financial support is badly
needed.Donations should be
sent to Dave Edwards, 53
Palmerston Road, Earlsdon ,
Coventry.

Equal pay strike

Socialist Worker Reporter

TWO HUNDRED women
workers from the CAV Lucas
factories in Acton, North|

London went on a 24 hour
token strike last week.The
stoppage was in support of a
claim for equal pay.

The women have shown
that they are no longer
prepared to accept low
pay and skill gradings.

A few scabs came in but
their ‘loyalty’ to the bosses
was not exactly rewarded-

they were sent home.

Socialist Worker Reporter

BRISTOL:- 1,000 university
students are occupying the
administration building.They
are protesting against the
barrier of special privileges
which has walled them off
from the ‘second c¢lass citiz-
ens” .of the technical and
teachers’ fraining colleges.
Hundreds from the colieges
have joined their sit-in.
The students’ union decid-
ed to extend membership to
students in other colieges,so
that they can use the facilit- |.

ies of
union building.

been blocked by the union
finance committee which is
dominated by the staff and

students’
their own affairs and are hor-
rified at their atfempts fto
break
which separates them from
the community.

the luxurious £¥%m

The students’ decision has

vice-chancellor.

FEAR

The authorities fear the
desire to control

down the privilege

Writs have been served on

Students fight privilege

student ‘leaders’_ but they
were received with laughter

and a loud chorus oI ‘one man
one writ’.Six leaders left the

building to cheers,leaving
‘greater solidarity  behind.
them.

The press has underestim-
ated the support and exager-
rated the size of the oppos-
ition to the sit-mn.

Support has come from all
parts of the country ‘and in
Bristol the Redlands Teach-
ers Training College and the
College of Commerce have
backed the aims of the sit-in.

[ ched
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ITALY

From page one

only incidentally coincided
with the protests over the
deaths at Avola.

Last week’s protests were,
however,an important step
forward.They united, for the
first time,students and work-
ers in demonstrations all over
the country.

The biggest was in Rome,
where 50,000 students and
workers took part in the sec-
ond demonstration, on Thurs-
day and the university was
occupied.

There were similar prot-
ests in most big cities. The

unions' tactic of calling
only a few hours’' generdl
strike outside Rome was

defied by workers in Pavia.

In Milan and Bologna
students and workers mar-
together,while in
Genoa the police used tear-
gas against demonstrators
said to have been mainly
students. The wealthy aud-
ience at a premiere at La
Scala, the Milan opera house,
was pelted with fruit and ink.

FARCE

Parliamentary politics
have reached a high point of
farce and irrelevance. The

centre-left coalition of Soc- -

ialists,Christian Democrats
and Republicans is back in
office.

Months of argument betw-

een the veteran right-wing
Nenni(who never wanted to
leave the govemment)and the
other four factipns of the
Socialist Party culminated in
a fist-fight at the close of
the party congress in October.

The Christian Democrats,
also split several ways,
refused to carry on with a
minority government. So the
coalition has been re-formed
and the promises begin all
over again.

The Communist Party,
which holds 27 per cent of
the seats in the Chamber and
30 per cent in the Senate,
cannot win power by negot-
iation in a country where the
Vatican does not hesitate to
intervene to keep it out.

The party is nevertheless
devoted to its parliamentary.
perspective,and even now
appears ¢o be reluctant to
use its large working-class
support in any form of direct
action apart from one-day or
half-day strikes.

PROVOKED
There are other discont-
ents and frustrations in

Italian society.The Church
has provoked protest demons-
trations not only over birth
control, but also its immense

wealth, the Vatican’s refusal |

to pay investment tax, and its
interference in national and
local politics.

Disastrous floods have
again caused death and unem-
ployment in northern Italy
this autumn—while two-thirds
of the m aney allotted to flood
prevention measures remains
in the Treasury.

Italy is in crisis, but it
is a long-term crisis. It seems

unlikely that events will
follow the course they took
in May.

There is no single polit-
ical focus for protest,such as
de Gaulle provided in France.
fn fact, last week there was
no actual government to
protes{ against.

The Communist Party,
itself divided, is unwilling to
play even the role that its
party played at the
start of the general strike
in France—perhaps by the
very force of the French
example, which struck fear
into the hearts of party bur-
eaucrats hoping for a peace-
ful access to power.

The Left is weak and dis-
united.Students and workers
have come together in action
(it is interesting to note
that the ‘detonator’ in this
case was a workers' and not
a students' clash with police),
and this may be a valuable
beginning,but where it will
lead to remains to_be seen.
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