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MERGE

Engineers

demand

:, No :
retreat!

by TOM _HILLIER( AEF)

ON MONDAY the Confed-
eration of Engineering
Unions endorsed the
AFEF’s decision to call
a national strike in sup-
port of their claim.

' The date fixed for the
strike by the AEF was Sep-
tember 23. This has now
been deferred until October
21 to allow the other memb-
ers in the Confederation to
ballot their members. Mil-
ftants see this as yet
another tactic by the right
wing, who were responsible
for the decision to hold a
one-day foken national
stoppage last May.

Frank Cousins of the
transport workers has
supported the AEF policy.
I.es Cannon of the electr~
icians and Lord Cooper of
the municipal workers are
opposed to any industrial

action.
They are relying on their

members to vote against the
strike.

No betrayal

Members of these unions
cannot betray their fellow-

engineering workers by
voting against industrial
action. They are surely not
prepared to cross the picket
line if the AEF and TGWU
have to go it alone?

Engineering workers have
had a wage freeze since
Carron’s famous package
deal of 1964, Their current
claim has been discussed
for 14 months.

Shop stewards committ-
ees throughout the country
should be holding factory
meetings to inform their
members of the situaiion
and build up support for the
sirike.

I order to show their
.eaders, the employers and
e govemment
really I ean business,
engineers must stand toget-
2er and vote YES to their
ciaim in Mull now and YES
w s 2ati onsl l::._n

— B . =

that they

THOUSANDS
FAGE SAGR
AS GIANTS

[y
DAVID BLACK

THE £900 MILLION MERGER between English
Electric and GEC casts a grim shadow over
employment prospects in the whole of the coun-

try’s electrical and electronic industry.
Even before the financial details of this shot-gun
marriage had been settled, the bosses were at work

examining areaseswhere

achieved.
With the turore over

the AEI sackings still in
their minds, the directors
of the two companies are
remaining silent over
possible redundancies.

But in an industry that

employs well over a million
workers—240,000 in GEC

and English Electric alone—
the sackings could run into
many thousands.

WORRIED

For it is not only Eng-
lish Electric and GEC that
are planning a ‘‘shake-out’’.
The other big electronics
and electrical groups, wor
ried by the strength of the
new giant, are anxiously
seeking ways in which they,
too, can merge.

Sir Harold Mullens, the
boss of Reyrolle, which
employs 11,500 workers, ad-

mitted that he was worried
that they could not meet

‘competition from the new

group.
A list of candidates for
new mergers extends to

Plessey, Ferranti, Thom,
BICC, Rank and Hawker
siddeley. On the

‘‘rationalisation’’

could be
DATA acts

The draughtsmen’s union
(DATA) said on Tuesday
it would hold a conference
of all its members empl-
oyed by English Electric
to discuss the implications
of the merger.

market, shares in these
companies are eagerly

snapped up by speculators
hoping to make a quick
profit from any take-over.

In the City at least there
is little pretence about the
outcome of the mergers. The
closure of factories not
making sufficient profit is
being canvassed as the
chief advantage of any ind-
ustrial get-together,

But firms fthat remain
independent will not be able
to avoid cut-backs.

In the current wave of
spe culation, only one thing
is certain—shareholders are
unlikely to lose out. GEC
and English Electric shares

have jumped to new heights
on news of the merger and

shareholders in both com-
panies are likely to double
their money this year alone.

stock CONTINUED ON BACK P AGE

Federal troop s on ihe march in mafra—the weapons cume fmm Bntam and Rnsam.
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East, west crush Biafra

THE HOLOCAUS’I‘ which
has laid Biafra waste
looks as though it 1is
slowly drawing to a close
as the last Biafran towns
fall to the invading
troops of the Nigerian

federal army.

Aba has fallen. Only
Owerri and Umahia still lie
in Biafran hands.

But there are still about
6,000,000 Biafrans in the

surmunding jungle areas

by RICHARD KUPER

who will continue to resist.
Aba, with a population of

400,000 was deserted when

federal troops  entered.

The federal state of
Nigeria was the artificial
creation of British imper
ialism. After much political
manoeuvring, Col. Ojukwu
last year led the Eastem
region away from the federal
state and formed the indep-
endent state of Biafra.

Both Britain and Russia

AFRICA’'S NEW COLONY

INDEPENDENCE is
more false than that won by
Swaziland on  Saturday.

This last British colony
in Africa has more wealth,
notably iron ore, than Les-
otho or Botswana; but not
nearly enough to make it
independent of 1its big
neighbour, - South Africa.

To enable the Anglo-
American Corporation of
South Africa to exploit the
iron ore and sell it, mainly
to Japan, a new railway was
built linking Swaziland
with its other neighbour,the
Portugese colony of Mozam-
i bique.

But skilled work on the
railway is in the hands not
of Swazis but of Portugese
and some white South
Africans. The reason is that
Britain kept technical
training from the Swazis,

As if to underline that
Swaziland is really a
colony of South Africa, the
government under its new
black rulers has recently
announced that it intends
to make a new law forbid-
idding sex relations betw-
een black and white, on the
model of the notorious
Immorality Act applied in
South Africa.

have sent amms to crush the

oo ki
& iafrans early
have the ::igfht smau:et.’ny

from Nigeria — the right to
national self-determination
must be defended. Although
in intemal policies social-
ists would oppose <Col.
Ojukwu, in this genocidal
war, with the imperialists
and opportunists supporting
Nigeria, we must whole-
heartedly support the 'struge
gle of the Biafrans.

Hypocrites

The British govemment
and the T press are
wrnging thelr hands in
horror as 6,000 Biafran
refugees die every week
from starvation. But Wilson
and company have continued
to supply the amms to the
lL.agos govemment which
have allowed the massacre

to continue.

It makes their protests
about Russian troops .
Czechoslovakia nauseat~
ingly hypocritical.Capitalist
morality clearly extends no
further than the first ogpart—
unify to make profits at
other people’s expense and
misery.

Fore|gn Office

by DAVID WIDGERY

THE FIRST BRITISH
exhibition of the posters
and photomontages of
‘Johnny Heartsfield, whose
art put him on the Nazi
death list,has been bloc-

ked by the Foreign
Office.

Although difficulties had
arisen in the planning

stages of the show, the FO
has used the invasion of
Czechoslovakia to introduce
a secret and selective pack-.
age of cultural sanctions
which blacklists Heartsfield..

Two weeks ago the Tory
boss of Camden Council,
Councillor Geoffrey Fins-
berg, used his “‘indignation
at the invasion of Czech-
pEovakia™ to personsally

blocks anti-Nazi show

cil has been told by the
FO that they will not allow
Heartsfield's agitational
political art for exhibition
in any site in England.

Meanwhile the Soviet
State Orchestra continues
its British tour untroubled
and the Red Army songsfers
will arrive this month.

REJECTION

Heartsfield, whose real
name was Helmut Herzfeld,
adopted an English name
as part of his life-long rej-

ection of Germman n#&ational-
ism. He avoided conscript-

ion in the first war by
pretending to be mad and
then went on to edit several
anti-war satirical magazines

from secret addresses.
In collaboration with %:he

cartoon making. His techn-
ical inventiveness in this
period made him a major
figure in art history.

After escaping Hitler,
Heartsfield livedin England

where he experienced
British political cartooning,

British satirical cabaret and
British detention camps.The
last ¥5 years of his life
were in Ulbricht’s: East
Germany where his art was
overlooked by the cultural

apparatus men.
Unable to find a publish-
er in East Germany who

would

art when he saw it, a deeply
dissatisfied Heartsfield
worked mainly in theatre

design. The cultural smog
cleared a little towards the
end of his life and the East
Gemans felt safe to make

recognise socialist

Today Heartsfield’'s rev-
olutionary work finds auth-
entic echo in the posters
ofthe People’s Btudio which
was founded during the May
revolution in France and
which has found a footing in
England among the group
around Agit Prop.

Despiter the Foreign
Office ban, Heartsneld's
work and its living tradition
remain proof that art can be
realist, popular and genuine-
ely political, without pain-

ting soup cans or power
stations.

| PUBLIC' MEETING
The October 27 demo
strations and perspective
for the Vietnam prote
movement.

l

Conway Hall, 7 pm.
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SOCIALIST WORKER SAYS:- who call themselves the British Labnur]r

government, These are the peonle who
‘are using violence

THE RIGHT-WING PRESS is frothing at
'the mouth about next month’s anti-
Vietnam war demonstrations. Even the
‘‘respectable’’ high-Tory Times has had

feared in London®’.

Not surprisingly, the campaign to
discredit the anti-war marchers was
started in the London Evening News,the

rag that championed Mosley’'s Black-
shirts in the 1930s.

clambered on to the Fleet Street dung

manure:

month,’’ they yelled.

down the extremists.’’

wild headlines such as ‘’Militant plot

The next day, two Times reporters

heap and added their pennyworth of
“A small army of militant
extremisfs plans to seize control of
certain highly sensitive installations

and buildings in central London next
‘“This startling
plot has been uncovered by a special
squad of detectives formed to track

F

been able to produce a shred of evid-
ence to back up these statements.

The Times reporters even managed
to contradict themselves. Later in their
report they 'said: ‘'Scotland Yard offic-
ially denied last night (Wednesday,

September 4) that they had received

reports that ‘Molotov cocktails’, home-
made bombs and firearms might be

- used... They also denied that a special

undercover team was searching for an
arms cache, for the people responsible
for buying arms, and for those who
financed them."

In other words, the whole thing is a
load of irresponsible codswallop. It is a
deliberate attempt to smear the demon-
strators and to frighten away thousands
of people who might otherwise come on
the march.

Who,is responsible for these Nazi-

propaganda techniques? The monopoly
press wu_uld never start such a cam-

The Vietnam march: squeals from the Fleet Street pig-sty

paign unless it was given the go-ahead
by the establishment, which represents
the interests of the govemment, the
employers and the security forces.

The campaign was undoubtedly
planned at top level, between police and
government officials. They are worried
by the growlng opposition to the Viet
nam war in this country. The Wilson
government wants to tum attention
away from its own disgusting support
for American barbarity by finding a new
scapegoat. They can’t blame coloured
immigrants this time.

In the weeks leading up to the
October demonstrations, all supporters
of the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign
must hurl the filth back into the pig-
sty.

Yes, there are extremists on the
Vietnam issue. They are the American
ruling class,buming,looting and murder-
ing in Vietnam, supported by the gang

Members
have called for a disciplined and order-

for a punch-up with the police.

and employers are really frightened of—

Against these gangsters we will
mount the biggest and most militant
marches that Britain has ever seen.
of International Socialism

ly demonstration - we are not out

But - and let no one be in any doubt
about this -~ if the police behave in

their usual thuggish and provocative
manner, we will meet that challenge
with all the force at our command.

One reason for marching is to appeal
to the working class, to the factories
and the union branches, to ask them tol
join in even greater numbers in the
campaign to break the Labour govem-
ment's support for American policy.

This is what the government,press

that such an appeal will win support
from a growing section of the organised:
working class who can turn the anti-war
movement into a revolutionary challenge
to the whole capitalist system.

Naturally, none of the papers has

I

Czechoslovakia and the Russian invasion: an open letter to members of the British Communist Party

HOW CAN FREE SPEECH Bt ﬁ
A THREAT TO A "SOGIALIST" REGIME?

‘“Surely a situation where a
Communist government, as in
Czechoslovakia, can be denounc-
ed as a tool of counter-revolut-
ionary elements for permitting
minimal civil liberties which all
Communist states have suppos-
edly practised all along,means
that Marxism has been stood on
its head.”

Dear Comrades,

This excegpt from a letter in
the Moming Star on August 26
goes to the heart of the matter.

All serious communists have
to face the question of how,after
20 years of supposedly socialist
rule in Czechoslovakia, the very
existence of the regime can be
said, by the Russian govern-
ment, to be threatened by free
speech for critics, most of whom
cl aim to be socialists,

What sort of ‘“‘socialism’’ is it

that existed in Czechoslovakia
from 19487 The Cgzech Communist

Party’'s letter of July 19,1968
contains the following revealing
statements:

“The Communist Party of Czech-
oslovakia is trying to show that it
is capable of a different political

leadership and management than
discredited bureaucratic-police me-
thods.”’

And again: ‘*Any indication of a
return to those methods would
amouse the resistance of the over
whelming majority of party members,
the working class, the co-operative
farmers and the intellectuals.’”’
(Quoted by John Gollan in the

Moming Star 26.6.68. Our emph-
asis.)

There could hardly be a clearer
admission that Czechoslovakia had
been ruled autocratically,run acc-

ording to «erders issued from the
top, enforced, 1n the last resort,by

police terror against the ‘‘over
whe lming majority’’

Workers' power
the essence

What has such a regime in com-
mon with socialism? Most commun-

ists, and many others, have
accepted the .equation ‘‘Total

ownership of industry = socialism’’.

This is completely false. The
essence of the matter is workers’
power. As Lenin, writing in 1919
put it: ‘‘The quintessence of
the Soviet system lies in that the
permanent and sole basis of the
whole state system, the whole
state apparatus, is the mass organ-
isation of precisely those classes
that were oppressed by capitalism,
i.e. the workers and semi-proletar-

LENIN: without workers’ power,
no socialism.

jians.”” (Selected Works, vol. 7
p.231)

Without workers’ power, no
gocialism. Without freedom of

Hiscussion, publication and organ-
isation within the working class,no
workers’' power.

But these considerations apply
equally to other East European
countries and to the USSR itself.
In our opinion, the Brezhnev regime
does not differ in essentials from
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WHERE WE STAND

SOCIALIST WORKER IS THE
paper of Intemational Socialism, a
movement of revolutionary social-
ists who believe that the present
jromn of society, with its blatant
inequalities, its periodic crises,

wars and racialist hysteria must be
replaced by one based on a planned
economy  under work ers’
control: those who produce the

wealth should own and control the
means of production,

International Socialism is
opposed to any incomes policy
that seeks to restrict the wages of
the workers in order to boost the
profits of the empl oyers. We uncon-
ditionally support all shop stew=
ards and rank and file trade union
members in their struggles for

Address

— o —

better wages and conditions and
oppose all reactionary laws that
threaten the liberties of the Labour
movement. We support all strikes
in defence of workers' interests
with the demand of no victimisat-
ion of trade unionists. Redundancy
‘should be opposed with the dem-
and: five days work or five days
pay. Shop stewards organisations

should strengtien and extend their
influence by linking up on an
industrial and ultimately a national

basis.
We are opposed to racial discr

“imination, a weapon used by the

ruling class fo divide the labour
movem ent. Immigration control

must be ended, ensuring the free
movement of peoples regardless of

race and colour. Black and white
workers must unite and form their
own defence organisations to fight
fascism and racialism. The labour
movement must demand the immed-

iate recall of British troops from .

abroad as the first step towards
ending colonial exploitation.

The task of revolutionary
socialists is to join workers in
their struggles with socialist ideas
that will link up the various sect~
ions of the labour movement and

help create a force that will lead
on to workers' power.

If you would like to join IS or
would like further details of our
activities, till in the form below:

Please send further details of the meetings and activities of International Socialism to :

the former ‘bureaucratic-police’
r0le of Novotny.

This is precisely what worries
the ruling group in the Kremlin.
What they fear is the possibility
that Dubcek’'s attempt to ‘‘lib-

eralise’’ Czechoslovakia may res-

ult in the sweeping away of the
power of the bureaucracy and that
the example may prove contagious.

What they fear is not counter-
revolution but revolution. And

their chief worry is not Czecho-
slovakia itself but the effects of a

revolutionary  development in
Czechoslovakia on Russian work-

ers.

The British Communist Party’s
criticism of Russian military
intervention and call for the with-
drawal of Russian troops was a big
advance on its previous subserv-
ience to Russian requirements. In
our opinion this relative independ-
ence is due largely to the Gollan
group’s adaption to reformist
opinion in Britain, but it is never-
theless important.

The British party is now on
record as saying: ‘‘Whatever
diffeences of view there might be
aboluit developments in Czechoslow
akia, military intervention was
completely unjustified.’’ (Statem-
ent by Political Committee 21.8.68.
Our emphasis.)

We might ask, if a '"tragic error’’
of these dimensions occur, what
other ‘‘errors’’ may have been
made? The break with China? The
suppression of the Hungarian
revolution?

Implications
for communists

But the fundamental questiomn is
the nature of the Russian type
regimes and the implications for

communists, although the causes

of Stalinism and its persistence
under other names is too complicat-
ed a question to be dealt with here.

International Socialism has dev-
eloped its analysis over a long
period and since the test of theory
is its power to predict, we offer a
prediction.

The compromise between the

Czech and Russian positions ann-
ounced on August 27 will lead to

an attempt by the Dubcek group o
re-establish, over a period, precis-
ely that “*bureaucratic-police’’ rule
they have denounced. Such an
attempt may succeed, as a similar
one succeeded in Poland after
1956.

If it fails, the result will be,
depending on the balance of forces,
either another Russian takeover
followed by a Hungarian-style rep-
ression or the establishment of a
genuine socialist regime based on
workers’ councils.

The latter development would
have a profoundly revolutionary
effeet on Europe, East and West
alike. We rdo not make this predict~
ion on the basis of any estimate of
the intentions of the Cz ¢h leaders
— they may be perfectly sincere in
their dislike of Stalinist methods

ist analysis of Czechoslovak soc-
iety which leads fo the conclusion
that such a regime could not be
stable in an economically advanced
country. '

The reactions of the different
communist parties fto the Czech
events have underlined the degree
of disintegration of the world
Communist movement. Different
parties have taken different sides,
unrelated to other disagreements
over policy.

The Chinese have lined up
with the Yugoslavs and the Ital-
ians; the Cubans with the Russians

and East Gemmans.

The new
generﬂtlﬂn

The stability that has charact
erised the western capitalist

world for 20 years is beginning to
break up too. The horror of the war
the American ruling class has been
waging against the people of
Vietnam and the terror it was
prepared to unleash in Chicago
against the American people, is
encouraging a new generation to
look towards socialist politics.

The May Days in France gave
us a glimpse of future possibilities.
But the Communist parties have
proved themselves completely
incapable of grasping these. The
French CP actually managed to
lose votes after the May movement.

In this country the Parfy has
not benefited from the workers’
loss of faith in the Liabour Party.

The present tiredness and timid-
ity of the Party can only be under
stood in terms of its past policies.
For years, willingness to accept
every twist and tum of Russian
policy created an artificial gulf
between it and many workers open
to revolutionary socialist ideas.

Loyalty to a periodically chang-
ing party line was more important
than revolutionary zeal or scient-
ific insight. The result is that
while new socialist perspectives
are opening up throughout the
world, the party membership is
increasingly cynical, defensive
and apathetic.

A new revolutionary socialist
movement can be built to grasp
the new opportunities. ‘But only by
those who have broken with the

dead weight of mistaken ideas and
irrelevant organisations. '

All Communist Party and YCL
members who are: concemed with
participating in such a development

are invited to discuss with Internat~
ional Socialism the forms of

common activity and organisation.

Yours_fratemally, -
The Executive Committee of
Intemational Socialism.

Hear
FRED HALSTEAD

Socialist Workers Party
candidate for the
American presidency
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IT IS ALMOST a year now
since Francis Taylor, founder,
chairman and managing
director of Taylor Woodrow
Ltd., the second largest
construction firm in Britain,
burst into the headlines with
violent attacks upon the unof-

3000 people

ficial strikers at London’s

Barbican.
Night atter night the smiling,
confident features of Frank

Taylor told the public about the
ignorant thugs who were holding
up the building programme of his
subsidiary.

On television, Frank ordered
one of the strikers to consider
the interests of his country. And

when the Barbican workers

called off the strike with a
march through the City of

London, there was Frank Taylor,
standing next to his brilliant
black limousine, smiling patron-
isingly at the workers he had
helped to crush.

In recent months very little
has been heard of Frank Taylor,
THe smile is reported to have
been wiped from his face.

Rumble, roar

What disturbed him was a
rumble and then a roar in the
early morning last May, when a
section of 22 stories of a high
block of flats in East London
were tumbled to the ground by
an explosion,killing five people.

Taylor Woodrow Anglian,the
firm which had built Ronan
Point, is half-owned by Taylor
Woodrow, Phillips Consultants,
the consulting engineer, which,
Taylor Woodrow insisted had to
act for the local borough coun-
cil,are entirely owned by Taylor
It was Taylor Woodrow who

persuaded the West Ham Bor-
ough Council to build the new-

fangled, continental system
(known as Larsen Nielsen), as
they had persuaded the London
County Council before them.

Immediately, the company

rushed in with explanations.
It was, as the Coal Board had
said to the Aberfan enquiry, an

Act of God. The explosion had
been enormous. The distinguish-
lawyers who represented Taylor

at risk’ In SKy-
high death traps

by PAUL FOOT

Woodrow at the inquiry tried to
prove that no building on earth
could have withstood thaf

terrible blast.

Very quickly the arguments
were exposed. A firm of consult-
ing engineers, Bernard Clark
and Co., were instructed by the
government to investigate the

collapse.
The Clark Inquiry revealed
in a report described as ‘‘a sum-

mary’’ (perhaps all the conclus-
ions would have been too much
for the authorities) 19 shattering
conclusions which have been
wholly ignored by the national
press, the architectural and
engineering journals and telev-
ision.
Here are some of them:-

1. The explosion itself was very
mild indeed.

2. ‘‘In our opinion there are weak-

nesses in the general design of
the building strugture.”’

3. ““The building as constructed is
incapable of accepting the conseq-
uences of a rmasonably - mild
explosion which may occur due fto
many causes other than tOwn gas,
1.e. various forms of vapour given
off from liquid gas available to the
domestic market,such as petroleum,
butane, also of cellulose thinners,
paraffin, and similar volatile
liquids for domestic purposes and

likely to be stored in small quan-
tities of the flat.’’

4. The building was not
standard fire regulations.
5. ‘‘Progressive collapse’’ of one
floor after another is an inevitable
characteristic of this kind of
building.

Resting panels

up fto

The report, and many similar

statements from experts at the

inquiry, showed that Ronan:-Point:

was kept together simpl{ by rest-
ing the floor panels on the walls,

and hoping that gravity would ke ep
the building from falling down.

The 4-ton floor slabs rest on
the outside wall panels — over
lapping by 1% inches. If the wall
is pushed out by 1% inches, the
floor collapses, as do all the
others above and below.

Any number of eventualities

(many of them natural.and fore
seeable) can push the wall out to

that extent. Wind can suck wall
panels out. An explosion inside
the flat caused by as little as two
pints of petrol is enough to push
the wall out the crucial 1! inches.

Subsidence in the ground;
expansion of floor panels through
underfloor heating; large numbers
of people jumping up and down
(dancing?) in time on the floor
panels — any of these can cause
‘“‘progressive collapse’’. And if

THome rule’ threat to Franco

POLICE ACTIVITY confinues
in the Basque region of Spain
(the provinces of Guipuzcoa and
Vizcaya) following the assass-
ination last month of Inspector
Meliton Manzanas of the Brigade

of Soci~l Investigation, the
official name of Franco’s Gest-
apo.

The proclamation of a state
of emergency in Guipuzcoa has
been followed by certain forms
of military law throughout Spain.
Catholic priests in the Basque
areas have been forbidden by
the hierarchy to preach at
Sunday masses. Fifteen priests
have been arrested following the
wave of repression against
Basque separatism during the
summer.

The ‘““home-rule’’ demands of
the ETA which conducted the
assassination of Manzanas have
become more popular within the
region.

The Basque region is crucial
to the economy of Spain. The
terrorism of the ETA marks a
new development in the politic-
isation of the region which has
been among the most industrial-
ised and yet among the most
politically old-fashioned areas
of Spain. But the basic demand
of the ETA for a unified Basque
nation composed of the French
and Spanish Basque provinces
which would join the Common
Market as an independent entity,
is simply fantastic.

Of the four Spanish Basque
provinces only two (Guipuzcoa
and Vizcava) have any important

from our Spanish
correspondent

spoken in the towns. In recent
years the Franco regime has

permitted a limited Basque cul-
tural revival, so that the lamr

guage is unlikely to form a
rallying-point. Basque demands
for a separate state are similar
to Scottish and Welsh national-
ism, with the same mixture of
left and right, idealism and sen-

timentality.
The economic difficulties of

the region may open up more
clear-cut class politics.Vizcaya
and Guipuzcoa, Spain's oldest
industrial base, benefited from
the economic boom in the late
1950s and early 1960s.Migration
of workers into the area from the
rest of Spain will weaken the
basis of separatist politics.

FREEZE

The region has now been
badly hit:' by the economic
freeze in Spain. There have
been widespread sackings and
a serious .crisis of business
confidence. Orders for machine
goods and imports of capital
equipment have fallen and inve-
estment is paralysed.

There seems no way out of
the crisis except for further cuts
in workers’' living standards.

Spain is blocked from the Com-
mon Market, and tourism,

Franco's favourite stopgap, is
beginning to decline.  The
tourist influx drooned 4 5 ner

In Bilbao there is evidénce
of working-class opposition.
[.A EMPRESA A LO QUE
TRABAJA (The factory to him
who works) has been painted in
huge letters on one of the city’s
largest public buildings — in
Spanish, not in Basque.

Ronan
Point.

19
shattering
conclusions
about

the

gas

blast.

the sections which collapse are
living rooms in day or evening
time, not tive, but 500 could be
killed.

These new forms of buildings
are not necessary, still less trad-

itional. Traditional frame building
can withstand heavy explosions.

Even carefully jointed system
buildings rule out progressive
collap se.

Yet the Larsen Nielsen sysiem,
which has no tie between wall and
floor, is the most popular with the
local authorities. Altogether more
than 4,000 working people are

living today in sky-rise flats
built in the same' w as Ronan
Point and liable to collapse at the

slightest explosion. :

No wonder Frank Taylor and the
directors of Ready Mix Concrete,
who own the other half of Taylor
Woodrow Anglian are worried. But
they are not the only people to
blame for the Ronan Point monstr-
osity.

The government has from the
outset, welcomed these new
‘“‘streamlined’’ techniques, which
so effectively kept down the cost
of the already monstrously expen-
sive sky-rise flats.

Failure to ‘‘tie’’ walls and
floors, failure properly to observe
fire regulations or basic engineer-
ing principles, failure to insist on
independent construction engineers

.revolution

— all these add up to a cheaper
building. And cheaper buildings
are what the Labour government
wants.

Ronan Point stands today as a
monument fto the technological
about which Wilson

enthuse d in the Good Old Days,and
about which the lickspittle Left

rejoiced with him. Ronan Point is
a symbol of all that’s best in Lab-

our's moral crusade.
Perhaps the inquiry will be
forced to recommend that this

particular monument be destroyed.
But there will -still be many others,
perhaps with gas® turned off (with
the tenants,unable to afford elect-
ricity, making .do with paraffin
lamps and other ‘‘safe’’ subst-
itutes), perhaps with token attem-
pts to ‘‘secure’’ the walls and
floors but all equally liable to
tumble down at any time of the day
or night, slaughtering their unsus-
pecting inhabitant s. |

The shareholders of Taylor

Woodrow, whose dividend has been
held at 20 per cent for the last
three years, need not be unduly

worried. Government and local
authorities will ensure their
firm’s profits for many years to
come, - - ;
And most of them live in build-
ings which are. either safe or
heavily insured..

| Passage,Glasgow El
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£25 million site

locks out
1000 workers

From ROSS HELL: Livempool, Wednesday.

ONE THOUSAND constmction workers were
locked out of the giant £25 million Chemico
GB site at Ellesmere Port last Friday. At a

mass meeting, the workers namowly defeated a

call to occupy the site.

The lock-out was the latest move by the employers
to crush the militant building workers who have
managed to cut a fair slice off the firm's fat profits.

= f Earlier this yzar, the
management agreed to pay

Rail revolt

against

the men an extra £4 a
week ‘‘without strings®’

pay deal
grows
- A

Ad R, 4w IS

— a move to get them to
sweat harder. The men
took the increase.
MAJOR REVOLT
against the new railways
deal is growing in the

But then the government

stepped in. It didn’'t want
industry’s biggest union,
On Tuesday the North

the workers to get an in-
crease without tying it up
London District Committee
of the National Union of

with a package deal.
Railwaymen voted over |

The workers were faced
by the now familiar unholy

whelmingly to throw out

the deal signed last month

alliance: the bosses,Barbara
by the NUR, ASLEF (the

Castle and full-time trade
union officials.

footplatemen*s union) and

British Rail.

They worked out an
North London is the

‘‘agreement’ behind the
workers’ backs which gave

largest committee of the

NUR. Delegates represent

them an increase of £5—but
this time there were strings.
27,000 workers.
The meeting demanded

The agreement had many
long,impressive words,like
“*interchangeability’’,'flex-
ibility’’ and ‘‘productivity’’.
But the workers knew that
all meant the same in the
long run: the dole.
an emergency recall of the
NUR national conference
to renegotiate the whole

The firm wanted the men
to be jack-of-all-trades.They
would all do scaffolding—a
highly skilled trade—and the

scaffolders would be sack-

£13 million pay and product- ed.

ivity deal. And they will

urge other NUR  district | NO STR“(ES
committees to join their Under the agreement,the

campaign.

Delegates opposed three
main points of the package
deal: the £13 minimum
wage, which they want
raised to £15; the new four
10-hour shifts a week; and
redundancy plans, which
they feel are likely to
exceed the 5,300 already
accepted by the NUR

Manchester says No

MANCHESTER:- The local
district council of the Nat-
ional Union of Railwaymen
voted on Monday,by 66 votes
to 4, to reject the new

agreement

men would lose their right |
to strike and no union meet-
ings could be held on the
gite without the bosses’
permission. When the scaff-
olders tried to meet in a
cabin they were sacked.

The workers, threatened
by a long winter of unempl-
oyment on Merseyside, were
furious at being betrayed by

their union officials, L8
Although some local

union officials have done a
good job, most of them are
turncoats. Many workers are
thinking of tearing up their
union cards in disgust, but
this would prevent them
getting work on any of the
strongly organised sites on

WE NEED Merseyside.
The men should stay in
their unions, but they

should build strong rank and

YOUR HELP
' | file organisations at grass

Earlier this year we |

launched a print shop ﬁgifar d"s"'lth elected shop
fund to pay for the equip- Meanwhile, the lock-out

goes on. The w orkers need
support from all the other
gites in the area.

As one of the men said:
““This government would A
rather see the site rot for
ever than 1 et the men smash
the productivity agreement.”’

ment needed to publish
Socialist Worker. We
need £10,000 by the end
of the year.

So far we have receiv-
ed £7,200. Will you all do
everything you can to

‘Red plot’ at IC
stewards won't budge

From BARRY SLATER

TEESSIDE:- The giant
Imperial Chemical Indus-
tries, which has just

announced a record profit
of £76 millions, has dis-

covered a ‘‘red plot'’ to

prevent workers accepting
a productivity deal.

ICI has been trying for
two and a half years to push
through the new deal (man-

power utilisation and pay-
ment structure) but the

workers have repeatedly

tumed it down.
Now shop stewards have

come across a copy of a top

gecret circular sent to
senior executives outlining_
the steps the company

intends to take to combat
the stewards.

““‘Resistance to MUPS,”
says the circular, *‘is
mainly due
groups of militant stewards
in the main centres of
production.”’

PUBLICITY

The management admits
there is little they can do to
baulk the stewards. They
recommend publicity to
boost ‘‘the successes of the
trial sites and to minimise
the set-backs.’’

They add: . ‘‘Militant
stewards should be present-
ed to more reasonable em-
ployees as trouble makers."’

The circular advises
against disciplinary action
against the stewards. It

might lose the management
the sympathy of the fore
‘‘reasonable’’ trade union
officials.

It advises instead enlis-
ting ‘‘the aid of national
officers to discipline fthe
most active participants.”

ICI are hoping that the
government and the trade
union leaders will event-

ually get them off the hook.

to organised |

N

o0, wougH | AM AW

M.C.C. OFFICIAL, | THINK

| SAY

MUST €O TO
CA,

REPATRIATE
THESE BLACKS

““1t is thought that as gov-
emment pressure is brought
upon the unions’ national
bodies to conclude MUPS,
some of the pressure will be
exerted by the national
officers on their more
recal citrant members,so that
in time the trade union side

itself will remove this
resistance."’
The management are

alarmed that their ‘‘secret”’
circular has leaked to the
stewards. A senior ICI pers-
onnel officer flew to the
Wilton plant on Teesside
last week to placate the
stewards and stress that
the circular was not really

company poli cy.

t ICl — but

The stewards were not
taken in. They have distrib-
uted copies throughout the
plant and have lodged the

original copy with the editor
of a national newspaper.

There has been a 24 per
cent cut in the labour force
at the ICI fibres plant in
Gloucester since MUPS was
brought in there. If that was
repeated on Teesside, it
would mean 5,000 redundan-
cies.

But the management
won't be able to bully the
stewards into accepting the
plan. A senior Teesside
shop steward said: ‘*As far
as we are concerned, MUPS
is dead and buried.'’

[ Trade unions launch

campaign against
racialist ‘friendly’ club

"From STUART BENTLEY

IN A SECRET BALLOT
at the Batley (Yorks)
Trades and Friendly
club, by 88 votes.to 8,
members excluded black
people from membership
and employment at the

club. _

When the Race Relations
Bill becomes law in five
weeks, that section of the
Batley resolution dealing
with employment will be
actionable, but the exclus-

ion from the Bill of private

members clubs will open
the way for the proliferation
of such bodies.

Comfort to racialists is
now assured. Freedom to be
racialist is only possible
when we take away from
black people the freedom
to be equal.

Equity, the actors’ union,
reacted quickly. Mr. Alan

| Courtney, national organis-

help raise the outstanding
amount?

We will run into
serious trouble if we can-
not pay all our bills by
the end of the year. _

In particular, we need
£400 in the next few
we eks to buy a van.

This is vitally necessary
to run the printed papers
to the main railway stat-
ions for transmission to
all parts of the country.
Please rush donations to
us as quicdkly as possible.

From WENDY HENRY

MANCHESTER:- Members
of the Vietnam Solidarity
Campaign here felt that
although demonstrations
against the Vietnam war
were gaining momentum
they were alienating us
from the very people we
were trying to win to our
side—the public.

An effort to win more

'public support before the
October mobilisation demon-

Make sure you see Socialist
Worker every week... |
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| 1 ancrlnaee £1/10a for a vear/  ely moanth e

1 and wrote across the

| answered:

strations is needed and one
member suggested that we
try out a ‘“wall newspaper"’
in the local market backed
by leaflets stating our case.

So three of us set off on
Saturday morming to Grey
Mare Lane Market. We
found a suitable pitch and
nervously began {o lay out
our equipment.

We soon stirred up a lot
of interest among the stall-
holders, who wondered what
we were trying to ‘‘flog’’.
Then the crowds really
started to flock around
when we stuck up a big
blank poster on the wal!
top
THE VIETCONG ARE WIN-
NING.

We stopped passers-by
and asked them what they
thought of it. All our fears
went when the first man
‘“‘It's great!”’

Within half an hour we
had four posters up,covered

I with ench slagans as: '"The |

Grey Mare Lane falls to the Viet Cong

‘“The Vietnamese should
rule Vietnam’’.

Not everyone agreed
with us and there was a
nasty moment when a little
old lady came dashing up,
started to rip the posters
off the wall and told us
what she thought of us in no
uncertain terms. But the
crowd was right behind us
and told her to clear off.

When we packed up four
hours later we had talked
to 300 people, sold some
literature and contacted
three shop stewards for
Intemational Socialism.
Some shoppers could be
seen carrying VSC bags.

Tenants demonstrate

ANGRY TENANTS demon-
strated outside Haringey
Council’s meeting in North
London o Wednesday night.
They were protesting
against the Tory council’s

plan to jack-up rents. Old |

- refused to

ing secretary in Manchester,
spoke of his union’s
‘‘“deep resentment of this
type of action.”” He pledged
his members to boycott the
club, which not only discr
iminated in its employment,
but also in its admission to
membership.

Blackpool Trades Coun-
cil passed an emergency
resolution to that effect and

Leeds Trades Council
executive promised to
fol low suit.

SUPPORT

Mr. Holmes, secretary of
Batley Trades Council,
urged his colleagues on
Monday to support Equity.
Three of the 16 delegates
voted against.

‘““We cannot condone this

sort of thing in Batley and
condemn it in South Afr-

ica,”” Mr. Holmes said.
““What would be their att-

itude if a coloured surgeon
treat them

because of the colour of
their skin?"

Batley, like other towns,
depends on black and imm-

igrant labour to keep its

hospitals functioning. Only
one doctor at the town’s
hospital is reported to be
white. 60 per cent of the
nurses are black.

The Afro-West Indian
Society, Campaign for
Racial Equa.liﬁ' and the
Indian Workers Association,
aided by the congress of
Racial Equality (Leeds)
staged a demonstration on
the opening night of the
new £53,000 premises.
Over 130 black and white
people came from Hudders-
field, Bradford, Wakefield,.
Leeds and Keighley to
picket.

Members of the Commun-
ist Party, International
Bocialism and the Young
Liberals joined the picket

with white trade unionists
An Action Committee

was formed on Sunday. 15
organisations are represent-
ed, both multi- racial,black

an-ia.liul:

rFORD

FIGHT
GOES ON
FOR

EQUAL PAY

by SABBY SAGALL

IN JUNE, the 383 Ford
women sewing-machinists
at Dagenham and Hale-
wood went on strike for
three weeks in support
of their claim for upgrad-
ing from grade B to C—
from  semi-skilled to

skilled.

Before the strike, they
were receiving 1s 4d an
hour less than male mach-
inists doing identical
work. Although the strike
began as a struggle against
sex-discrimination in grad-
ing, the women raised the

level of the issue by
incorporating the principle
of equal pay.

When they were brought
face to face with the Ford -

management and  their
backer, Barbara Castle
(who at £170 per week

has already achieved equal
pay), they demanded that
their wages should be
raised half way towards
equal pay with the men in
grade B—i.e. from 85 to 92
per cent of the male rate,.

The company was forced
to concede an extra 7d an
hour although the women
had started out with the
wage-demand of only 5d an
hour.

Great defeat

Although on the grading
issue the women were fob-
bed off with another Scamp

Court of Inquiry, which has
since come out against

them, Ford suffered its
greatest  financial and
moral defeat ever at their
hands. The implications of
the women’'s: K victory for
thousands of other Ford
workers afe  enomous,

It caused the first
breach in the dam of the
two-year no-claim.agre ement
signed last year between
the management and the
union bureaucrats on the
Ford National Joint Negot-
iating Committee.

The full power of the
state is also ranged against

the women. The govemnment
are clearly terrified that

complete ‘victory for the’
women would unleash a
tash of struggles all over
the country of super-expl-
oited women.

The wonien also struck a
blow for the principle of
democratic shop-floor lead-
ership. It was the first
time in the history of Ford
that a strike committee
negotiated terms directly
with the directors and a

.Secretary of State.

When the Scamp inquiry
rejected their claim for up-
gradi ng, the women declared
a ban on overtime. All
militants will hope that
they will decide at their
meeting this w-eek to engage
in an all-out struggle for

equal pay as skilled
workers.

GIANTS |
MERGE

FROM P AGE ONE

There is always the
additional prospect of a
generous loan from the
government-sponsored IRC
to help the new giant on its
way. The two companies
are, however, unlikely to
be short of cash.

The combined profits
may touch the £60 million
mark in the first Jyear.
Workers employed by both

firms should immediately
call meetings to demand‘'no

redundancies’’. Factory-to-
factory committees should
be formed to ward off
attacks when the bosses
move into action.

and published by
Review Publishing Co

Printed



