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This is not a riot. It is an uprising. It is an elemental outburst of rage by a class that has been

denied jobs, homes and human rights by a regime that is as near fascism as makes no difference...

city under seige.

Riot police patrol the
- fringes of the Catholic
- ghetto area in armoured
~ cars. Barricades have
imm erected and Molotov
cocktails, bricks and

~ other improvised weapons
. are being used by the

people.

Police are making

- Sporadic sorties into the

area. At 3 am this mom-
ing an armoured car
smashed a barricade on
the Lecky Road and
established their first
foothold in the city.

BRUTAL

This is the third day of
violence in Derry. On Sat-
urday police stopped a

peaceful civil rights march’

with unbelievable brutality.

Men were beaten in the
testicles, Water cannons
drove demonstrators from
the area, back into the
police lines.

In Duke Street,two double
lines of police with drawn
ibatons boxed in a thousand
people and started a system-
atic and sickening bludgeon-
ing.

An 18-years-old reporter,
Martin Cowley, vainly
displaying his press cred-
entials, was repeatedly
beaten to the ground by
Distrdet Inspector Ross
McGimpsie and kft lying
in a bloody mess.

One middle-aged man was
seized by two policemen and
flung over a wall. He was
found there later by Labour
Party officials. His le g was
broken.

Fighting spread to the

centre of thescity duringthe

evening as police beat the
people back into the Cath-

‘olic ghetto. Houses were

turned into casualty centres
as the injured were carried
from the barricades.

This is not a riot. It is
an uprising.

it is an elemental out-
burst of rage by a class
that has been denied jobs,
homes and fundamental
human rights by a regime
that is as near fascism as
makes no difference.

Derry has a male unempl-
oyment rate of 21 per cent.
It is only maintained at that
level by massive emigration.

The City Cormoration,
controlled by the Unionist
Party because of a gerry-
mandered electoral system
which permits 33 per cent of
the voters to elect 60 per
cent of the councillors, has
built 15 houses in three
Years.

It has allocate d them to
its Protestant supporters
while Catholic working-
class familles (who are the
majority in Londondéerry)
live in conditions which
would turn the stomach of an
Islington slum-dweller.

RICH

A unique voting system
in municipal elections gives
the rich extra votes accord-
ing to the rateable value of
their property.

8ir Basil McFarlane,for
example, has 26 votes in a
municipal election. I am a
28-years-old worlke r. I have
none.

The Northern Ireland
Special Powers Act gives
the police the right to
arrest without warrant and
intern without trial.

In Demry some of the
restrictions on the Catholic

population are so petty as to

be incredible. For example
Catholic bands are allowed
to march down Abercom
Road, but not, under any

Mobile water cannons indiscriminately hosed demonstrators and passers-by.

cirecumstances, to march up
it.

A small example, but it
illustrates the arbitrary and
arrogant nature of the
restrictions placed on the
majority by a clique of anti-
democratic gangsters.

Such discrimination inev=
itably produced a sectarian
consciousness among the
Catholic working class.They
saw the state as being
biased against them as
Catholics and they were
easy meat for nationalist
demagogues. Militancy for
many years meant an hyst-
erical consciousness of the
religious divide.

The beginning of a new
phase was marked by the
formation of the Derry
Housing Action Committee
in February. It is a self
appointed body comprising
Republicans, |l eft-w ing mem-
bers of the Labour Party and
a number of unattached
radicals.

It began a campaign of
civil disobedience. It dis-
rupted corporation meetings
and organised rent strikes.

In June it blocked a main
bus route for 48 hours with
the caravan home of a
family of four, Landlords’

homes were  picketed,
official ceremonies broken
up.

By August some 20

members had been in court

i

RISH POLICE BLUDGEON
“MARCHERS IN SEIGE CITY

EAMONN McCANN
Londonderry, Monday

LONDONDERRY is a.

for various offences. A new-
sheet, Reality, was
published and displayed an
admirable disregard for the
law as it detailed the
activities of Rachman-type
landlords and the inactiv-
ities of nationalist politic-
ians.

UNITED

The local Labour Party
joined with the Action
Committee in an informal
united front on the housing
issue. The Derry Republican
Club (an illegal organisat~
ion) came into the open and
proclaimed its existence
with banners at housing
demonstrations.

The result was a decis-

ive realignment in which, for

the first time in Demy, a
militant, if ill-defined, pol=
itical campaign got off the
ground without arousing any
sectarian feeling.

The most vital and
significant fact about the
present situation—ignored,
of course by the Torypress—
is that there has been no
Catholic-Protestant con-
frontation.

It is this that frightens
the Unionist authorities.
They—and their Green Tory
counterparts in the Nation-
alist Party—have always
been content to see workers
tearing each other to pieces

As Wilson meets the racialist Smith, don’t miss an
important article next week on Labour's record in

southern Africa. Plus ‘Where are the Tories going?’

Sunday, October 20

Trafalgar Square 4 pm
L Speakers will include

Eamonn McCann and
__f_el:ry Fitt MP

in the streets at the order
of neo-nazi clerics.

The politicians are happy
in the knowledge that
worker-against-worker war
fare shored up the two-tone
Tory state by obscuring the
class basis of religious
discrimination.

- The Protestant working
class is passive at the
moment. Since the police
have sealed off the Cathalic
area it has been impossible
to get through to appeal to
them.

But Labour Party and
Young Socialist speakers at
the . barricades denounced
attempts by fringe hooligan
elements to use ‘get the.
Protestants’ as a ' slogan.

Arrested twice

Eamonn McCann was
amrested on Saturday and
charged with incitement to
breach of the peace. He
was released and immediats
ely went to the barricades.

He was re-amrested at
3 pm and charged with
defiance of a restriction
order and released on £30
bail. He will appear in court
on October 21.

The Minister of commer-
ce has spoken ominously of
‘making an example’ of
those arrested and militants
fear heavy jail sentences.

RALLY FOR DEMO-
CRACY IN N. IRELAND.

| cause of the

—{ EDITORIAL |

Engineers
stand
firm!

A MASSIVE CAMPAIGN
is under way to discredit
the engineers and stamp-
ede them into calling off

their strike.

The millionaire press,the
Labour govemment andright-
wing trade union leaders
are all singing the same old
hackneyed dirge about the
strike ‘hamming the national
interest’,
~ For all of them the
national interest is identif-
ied with the right of the
employers to make more
profits at the expense of
the engineering workers.
There is not one word of
criticism from the press,
from Wilson or from the
leaders of unions such as
the ETU and the Municipal
Workers.

Yet the engineering
bosses are soplely to bhlame
for the present situation.
They have been negotiating
for more than a year on the
claim made by the Amalgam-
ated Union of Engineers and
Foundryworkers.

Their final offer was an
insult, made more insulting
by the announcement of
record profits for the ind-
ustry for the first quarter of
the year.

UNITED

Behind this gang of
arrogant profiteers stands
the Labour govemment with'
its incomes policy. Wilson
and company are united
with the enemies of the
working class, united in
their effort to hold down
wages so that profits can
increase.

The AEF
opposed by the leaders of
smaller unions with workers
in the engineering industry.
The ETU and the NUGMW
have balloted overwhelm-

. ingly against supporting the

‘strike.

Leaders of these smaller
unions have suddenly been
converted to a form of
‘democracy’ that has long
been advocated by the
employers.

Such ballots have nothing
to do with democracy. They
allow time for passions to
cool, issues to be blunted
and for great pressure to be
brought on workers by the
mass media of the ruling
class. They also give a say
to, workers in umorganised
sectors of industry who have
little knowledge of the
dispute.

BARRAGE

The rank and file of the
AEF and the Transport
Workers must ‘stand fimn
against the barrage of lies
and denigration from the

‘right. They must demand that

the strike 'should go ahead
as planned on October 21,

even if other smaller unfons
scab.

And they- should tell
their union officials that
this is the rank and file’'s
fight. They must control the
strike, set up their own
grass-roots organisations
to spread it and plan day-to-
day activities. Above all,

they should be consulted
about any fresh negotiations

and any decislnn to call off
the strike.

To leaders like Hugh
Scanlnn, ‘who regulady
supports conferences on
workers’ control, they shéuld
say: ‘Werkers’ coutml is not
some vague, utopian con-
cept of the future. It is
something we want NOW. If
you bhelieve in it, prove it
by letting the rank and file

control the national strike’.

Statement by IS
engineers — see
back page

are alse.
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WHEN YOU
SPENT £2000
SO THE

QUEEN COULD
SPEND
A PENNY

From a special correspondene

A MAJOR PART of Britain’s
cultural heritage is hoarded in a
mog-infested building off Lon-
don’'s Tottenham Court Road—the

British Museum. _

Imperialists tend to be greedy
and it is rumoured that the museum
‘is unable to display more than 5
per cent of its stock at any one
time, a stock made up of the
plunder of those who stole and
cheated treasure from all the
ancient civilisations in the 18th

and 19th centuries.
In common with the rest of the

establishment in Britain, the
British Museum ehewe little eiﬁn
of having developed since
middle years of the last century.
Although you and I supply fthe
large sums of money to un the
Museum, the gowrmment has no
direct control. Control is vested in
a board of self=perpetuating

trustees, many of whom are senile
and none of whom are socialists.

IGNORANT

The thoughtless and ignorant
nature of this crew was demonst
rates earlier this year when they
made full use of their influence in
an attempt to gain approval to
build a new library opposite the
present one,

This would have me.de more
than 1000 people : homeless and it
was one of the wiser decisions of
the Wilson govermment to throw the
proposal out.

in his rage Lord Radcliffe, then
chalrman of the ftrustees, had the
nerve to publish a pamphlet attack-
ing the government. It was sold
on the Museum bookstall. You and
I paid the bill. :

Finally, a pafriotic assurance
that our taxes are .put to some
good use. A few years ago the
Queen paid a visit to the Muse um.

In preparation for the joyous
event, one of the saloons in the
Manuscripts department was trans-
formed into a regal privy. The
walls wer covered in velvet and
thrones fit to bear the name were
installed.

Unfortunately neither the Queen
nor any of her handmaidens felt it
necessary to unload themselves in
such splendour. The following day
this touching reminder of Regency
romanticiam was tom down, unused.

me

‘terrorism,

A
general
strike

SPAIN,  LIKE THE REST of

Europe, is waiting for the ‘Red’

October.

The Franco government,
preparing to meet the rising tide
of protest, is following the
example of de Gaulle in France
who after the May revolution,
spoke of workers®’ participation
in industry at the same time as
he brought in more repressive
measures, -

A cabinet meeting last month
decided to legalise all student
organisations. This step—on
paper at least—is a drastic
constitutional change, for until
now all associations Wwere
banned and severely repressed
in Spain.

Fascist
measures

But the same meeting, under
the pretext of combatting Basque
-resurrected a decree
of 1960 whieh includes many old
fascist measures of the 1940s.

Under this decree everything is
illegal. Its penalties are nothing
lesstthan long-term or life imprison-
‘men

It bans all meetings, associat~
ions, conspiracies e.nd ‘“unions’

_(gxcludin_g. I assume, the matrimon-.

ial one) that are against the
‘integrity’ of the regime and its
authorities, From now on, all
political activities and all matters
affecting basic civil rights will be
dealt with by the military author
ities using summary trials.

Franco wants to freeze.the ‘hot’
October by terror.

But laws and terror are unlikely

The cost, more than £2000,

to deter the workers. In spite of the

will spread like an oil slhick...

from A. ACHALANDABASO
R

new repressive decree, a general
assembly of underground workers’
organisations (commissions) met
last month.

They came from Cataluna, the
Basque country, Gallcia, :‘Asturias,
Andalucia, the East Coast, Aragon
and the Central provinces.

‘They made plans for a general
sttike which would land a crippling
blow to the regime. Crippling, but
perhaps not mortal; the future is

hard to predict and we have Amer

"FRANCO
Terror tactics

ican bases in Spain ...

‘The assembly declared: ‘Our
weapon is the general 'strike. But
our experience of mass action has
taught us that it is very difficult
to start a general strike on, a
previously fixed date.

‘We see the general strike as
the generalisation of a series of
partial struggles which may start in
one factory, industry or locality
and spread like an oil slick through-
out the country. We know this

requires a lot of sustained work,

principally in two directions: the

creation in each fim of ong
commission, representative and
militant, capable of mobilising all
workers, even the more backward
ones,’

The workers' commissions are
now reorganising along thes .lines:

as factory committees including the
most representative workers regard-

less of their political organisations.

The Catalan workers’' commiss~
ion called a week of demonstrations
between September 4 and 11. In
Tarrasa, an industrial town near

Barcelona which has a long,militant_

tradition, the civil guard shot at
several fhousand textile workers.

Nationalist
flavour

In Barcelona itself, a demon-
stration on September 11 had a
nationalist flavour. It recalled the

area’s freedom and autonomy,which

was lost when the Bourbons came
to the Spanish throne in the eary
18th century.

But the demonstration was

The Spanish underground prepares for ‘Red’ October

Spanish workers—a
great heritage of
struggle against
fascism. Picture

- flashback shows
workers militia in

Spanish Civil War.

reinforced by the participation of
workers. It was a unified show of
strength which emphasised to what
extent the fight for democracy is
gaining a popular base,

It is this unity among the rank
and file that has determined the
move towards political unity among
the various workers’ organisations.

For example; the five main
Catalan parties issued a joint
statement of solidarity with the
Basque people that condemned the
government’s repression against
them. .

The five pa.rties include the
Catalan Communist Party, which
maintains a degree of indepe ndence
from the Spanish CP,. In spite of the
Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia
(condemned by both CPs) and the
political turmoil that it caused, the
unity of the Catalan parties has not
been broken and the CP has not
lost militant members.

This unity does not exist in the
universities, where marxist students
are shamply divided, :But there is

contact between workers’ commiss- :

ions and free students’ unions.

The govemment move to give |

more paper freedom tfo students
while using greater
against the workers is designed to
destroy this unity.

Together, workers and students

. will answer back this month,

‘Home rule’ is not the
answer to Basque's prohlems

LETTERS

CHRIS GRAY and Gery Lawless
take you to task (L etters,September
criticising the Basque

28) for
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lna,tieneﬁsts (ETA). They see the
leaders of the terrorist wing of ETA
as latter day James Connollys.

True, one section of the ETA
has declared itself in favour of the
socialist revolution. But it is
difficult nowadays to find a nation-
‘alist movement that does not.

Before socialists decide whether
‘a movement is worthy of their
‘support, they should examine its
social composition and the content
of its actions.

i
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SOCIALIST WORKER IS THE
paper of Intemational Socialism, a
movemernt of revolutionary social-
ists who believe that the present
torm of society, with its blatant
inequalities, its periodic crises,

wars and racialist hysteria must be
replaced by one based on a planned
jeconomy: under workers’
control;, those who produce the

wealth should“own and control the
means of productioa.

International Socialism is
opposed fo any incomes policy
that seeks to restrict the wages of
the workers in order to boost the
profits of the empl oyers. We uncon-
ditionally support all shop stew-
ards and rank and file trade union

|members in their struggles for

Name

better wages and conditions and
oppose all reactionary laws that
threaten the liberties of the Labour
movemeni. We support all strikes
in defence of workers’' interests
with the demand of no victimisat-
ion of trade unionists. Redundancy
should be opposed with the dem-
and: five days work or five days
pay. Shop stewards organisations

should strengtben and extend their

influence by linking up on an
industrial and ultimately a national

basis.

We are opposed to racial disce
imination, ‘a weapon used by the
ruling class to divide the labour
movem ent. Immigration control
must be ended, ensuring the free

movement of peoples regardless of

WHERE WE STAND

race and colour. Black and white
workers must unite and form their
own defence organisations to fight
fascism and racialism. The labour
movement must demand the immed-

iate recall of British troops from .

abroad as the first step towards
ending colonial exploitation.
- The task of revolutionary
socialists is to join workers in
their struggles with socialist ideas
that will link up the various sect-
ions of the labour movement and

help create a force that will lead
on to workers' power.

If you would like to join 1S or
would like further details of our
activities, fill in the form below:

Please send further details of the meetings and activities of Intermational Socialism to :

.......................
.............................................................................................

Send to Socialist Worker, Paxton Works Paxton Road, London Nﬂ ;

The social base of Basque
nationalism is in the rural petty
bourgeoisie, particularly the village
paests, although it does find
support among workers in the
larger towns, many of them immige
ants from other parts of Spain, do
not speak Basque and are disinter

ested in nationalism. _
Basque nationalism is nourished,

not only by the genuine oppression
which the Basques suffer and

!a.lso by the general discontent

with the present Spanish govem-
‘ment. but is also rooted in the

part of

narrow chauvinism and provincial
snobbery which make s many people
regard the immigrants from other
parts of Spain in the same way as
Enoch Powell does coloured
immigrants here.

True, a Maoist faction on the
left of the ETA calls for the unity
of native Basque and immigrant
workers, but the attempt to unite
the proletarian struggle with an
essentially reactionary move-
ment is Just as silly as the similar
antics in Wales -and Scotland,

The Basque counfry was never
a colony 1in the marxist sense. On
the contrary, it is the most prosper -
ous area in Spain and an integral
Spanish capitalism,

Even if we were to join comrades
Gray and Lawless in their attempt
to find an exploited colony in
Spain, the Basque country would be
the last place to look,—P.LIZARR-
ALDE, London W9,

feSE g s e s
GERY LAWLESS and Chris Gray
have taken exception to my report
Home Rule Threat to Franco. I
certainly intended no aspersions on
the Basque language and culture;
but I still take 1eave to doubt
whether an organisation like the
ETA, basing itself primarily on
the demand for total separation
from Spain and upon a Basque
linguistic tradition, can provide
effective leadership within a
region dominated by a working
class in huge industrial centres
which have sucked labour from non-
Basque areas for several decades.
As a pro-ETA writer in a recent
issue of Black Dwarf admits,
‘Basques’, defined in national
terms, may well be in a minority
in these provinces. Whatever
degree of autonomy may be exerc-
ised by the Basque country in the
territorv at present known as Spain,
total separation is not calculated
to further any sense of solidarity
with workers and peasants in othgr

.regions,

None of these observations is
intended to contradict the right to'
self-determination possessed by
every people: or to imply anything
more frnan unconditional encourage=
ment for the anti-Franco «ctivities
of the ETA. However, in seeking
a way out from what they justly
term ‘the Spanish prison-house of
nations’, these comrades seem to
run the risk (if I may paraphrase

your famous English proverb) of
putting all their Basques into one

exit. YOUR CORRESPONDENT

‘Tepression







