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Paisley thugs stone factory workers

DOCKERS and SHIRT GIRLS

EAMONN McCANN: Derry, Wednesday

DOCKERS AND FACTORY GIRLS marched this
week in support of the campaign for civil rights
in the Northern Ireland police state,

On Tuesday, dockers marched for the second time
into the walled area of Derry, defying a government
ban. They clashed with steel-helmeted police and
stoned a water-cannon. On Monday, 3000 girls from:
six shirt factories staged a token strike and also
marched in through the walls.

13,000

storm
city walls

From SEAN REED

DERRY'S WALLS were
stormed on Sunday by 13,000
of its citizens who held a
meeting in the Diamond area
in the city centre in defiance
of a government ban.,

At first the armed police
riot squad tried to seal off
all approaches to the city
centre by blocking the arch-
ways of the old city walls
with armoured cars,tenders,

Jeeps and portable wire
barriers, but it was no use.
Despite attempts by

middle-class elements in the
Citizens Action Committee
to keep the marchers outside
the banned city centre area,
vast throngs of people surged
through the ancient city
gates at various points to
hold a mass meeting. 1

The right-wing in the
Civil Rights movement are
flying a kite to sound opinion
for a move to call off all
demonstrations for one
month to give Wilson a
chance to put ‘pressure’ on
Prime Minister O’Neill.

This is logical for these
people, whose perspective is
lobbying bourgeois parliam-
ents, not mass struggle. They
being supported to the
hilt by the tiny Communist
Party of Northern Ireland.

Socialists must oppose
this, and demand that the
struggle be kept on the
streets,

On Monday, police charges
against Eamonn McCann and
45 others, including three
MP’'s, were adjourned until
December 4. The charges
range from incitement to riot
to unlawful assembly and
breach of the Special Powers

Act on the Civil Rights
march on October 5.
In McCann’s case the

possibility of justice being
done is slight. After he had
been charged, and before the
case was heard, Ulster
Police Minister ‘Adolf’

Craig denounced McCann as |
being the chairman of the |
Group = who |

Irish Workers
Craig claimed were behind
the revolt of October 5.

The girls chanted
‘RUC-SS’ and gave tlic
Nazi salute. The RUC is
the Royal Ulster Constab-
ulary, the strong-armed
police who battered

marchers last QOctober.

The girls d a meeting
in the Diamond,the fraditional

meeting place in Derry.

At 11.45 that morning,700
dockers stopped work and
marched through the walled
area to their union head-
quarters. They instructed
union officials to tell Harold
Wilson that they demanded an
end to police brutality in
Derry.

Stones and hottles

Late on Monday night,as
girls on the night shift left

the Cerdic shirt factory,they | o¢d to go on television to

were met by a hail of stones |

and bottles from a mob of
followers of the clerical
fascist,the Rev.lan Paisley.

Two girls had to go o
hospital to have «<titches

MARCH FOR

' HOUSING

inserted in wounds. A number
of other girls suffered minor |

injuries.

Socialists moved into the
Protestant working-class area
and spoke to people about
their campaign for
rights and an end to the
persecution of the Catholic
majority in Derry.

There was little support
from Protestant workers but
no one admitted taking part

to back page

|
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|

| at any other time in British

. boast

REE

Market porters and busmen seen marching in London on Tuesday in suppo:t of GLC
tenants who are refusing to pay rent increases.Report page 4.Picture by roger Cox

Falling flats ruin

Labour's building boast

MINISTER

By PAUL FGOT

Anthony Greenwood refus- ¢ that despite squeezes and

discuss the collapse of
flats at Ronan Point, but
he was happy {o appear on
BBC-2 and drool on about
Christianity and Cathy
Come Home.

[n the course of his app-
earance, Mr. Greenwood rem-
inded his audience approx-
imately seven times that

Labour had built more houses
in the last three years than

history.

In fact, although Green-
wood himself specifically
abandoned his pledge -for

500,000 houses by 1970 last

January, it is still the proud |
of Transport House®

recession and high interest
rates, marginally more houses
have been built under Labour
than under the Tories.

‘The truth is that Green-
wood and his henchmen are
absolutely terrified by what
happened at Ronan Point—not
because they fear another
block might fall down but
because the clamour for
repairs and strengthening
could damage their aims fo
build more houses,

A glance at the statistics
shows that it is in high flats
that Labour has managed to
increase the number of dwell-
ings most substantially. The
fantastic speed with which
these gerry-built blocks can
be erected, and

the large.

number of dwellings they
incorporate is bound to give
a great boost to house-build-
ing figures.

Evacuation of all the
GLC’s unsafe system-builf
blocks, however, may be foll-
owed in other parts of the
country.

Building
iously devoted
building will have to be
diverted to complicated,
lengthy repair-work.Moreover,
the new Dblocks that are
erected will take longer—bec-
ause of the new safefy
requirements.

resources prev-
to house-

In other words the ‘new
;echnology’ which the govern-
ment pioneered in house-
building lies in ruins. It was
based on a craze for numbers-

. regardless of safety or size.

“Leper Powell spews more

ENOCH POWELL has open-
ed his ugly racialist mouth
again and spewed more lies,
filth and nonsense about
black immigrants.

The leper MP for Wolver-
hampton is out for power in
the Tory Party and is looking
for support from the most
reactionary, anfiworking
class elements in that party.

Powell's ‘figures’ about
the possible size of the
black community are sheer
lies and have been refuted
by the tamest of liberals.

But socialists should not
be side-tracked into arguing
about how many black people
live in Britain, as though we
accept the Tory and Labour

rubbish about ‘a problem’.

The only ' problem that
concerns the Left is the
overthrow of the capitalist
system and its poisonous
champions like Powell.

[t is the system that
Powell S0 vociferously
supports that is responsible
for slums, bad housing, un-
employment and the disease
of racialism that diverts
workers from their real
enemies.

If Powell is concerned
about the harassment of
tenants by landlords, why
was he such an outspoken
supporter of

the 1957 Rent/|
Act. that presenled landlords |

} up rents and intimidate and

evict tenants?

We must treat with cont-
empt the attacks by Labour
MPs on Powell. The ground-
swell of racialism in this
country is largely the resp-
onsibility of the Labour
government.

Little attention was paid
to the ravings of Powell
until the government clamped
down on the Kenyan immigr-
ants this year and raised the
racialist temperature by
se veral degrees.

And Powell is allowed to
make his slanderous remarks
while black militants Ilike
Obi Egbuna and Michael X

with a blank cheque to jack | are prosecuted.

rubbish

As Manchester Univers-
ity’s Socialist Society
journal Guerilla said:‘Enoch
Powell claims he is the
virus that kills socialism.
He is also the virus that
kills free speech’.

We are not interested in

prosecuting Powell, as
though we — expect justice
from the legal system. We

are solely concerned that
socialists everywhere ensure
that he is prevented from
uttering his abuse irom any
platform in Britain.

Readers may care to know
that Powell is due to speak
in Saint Clement Dane’s
Church in The Strand,London,
this Sunday at 7. 30.

| ing

——EDITORIAL
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ENGINEERS:

SAY NO
T0 ‘PROD’

DEALS

THIS FRIDAY, November 22,
is a crucial day for the men
and women who work in the
engineering industry. :

The national committee of
the Amalgamated Engineering
Union meets in London (o
decide its next move in the
three-year pay and product-
ivity package wrapped up by
the employers last month.

Employers and union
officials seem united in their
belief that ‘some sort of
agreement’ will be produced
on Friday.

This happy chorus ignores
the voice of the engineering
workers, Since the October
compromise, there has been
mounting opposition through-
out the country to a package
deal.

REJECTED

The committee represent-

120,000 Midlands car
workers has rejected whole-
sale the October package.
The mass<ive British Levland
Motor Combine representing
190,000 workers, opposed
any interference with the
existing system of negot-
iating piece rates at the
place of work.

All over the country,
shop stewards committees
have thrown out the prop-
osals. The productivity
‘strings’ in the employers’
offer have been widely
rejected.

Although AEF president
Hugh Scanlon argued for
substantial pay increases,
he and his fellow negotiators
made concessions on prod-
uctivity whigh could seriously
affect the ¢’andard of living
of engineers for many years
to come:

AGREED

They have agreed to
measured day work. They
have agreed to job eval-
uation. They have agreed to
flexibility and work study.

As our survey on page 2
shows, all these concess-
ions will take power away
from shop stewards and in
return for a small wage
increase—quickly evaporated
by the cos! of living—tum
the screws on workers by
increasing the work rate and
eliminating tea breaks.

The fight does not end on
Friday. The AEF is the
union of rank and file engin-
eers,

Let them declare that they
will not accept a ‘prod’
package. Lobby the national
committee members.

Demand a straight increase
without ‘strings’ and if the
bosses and the government
say no, then they must press
for a total strike to bring
them tn their knees,

New attack

on French workers

THE FRANC has joined the
pound at the international
pawnbrokers.As the socialisi
press predicted at the end ot
the revolutionaty upsurge
last May, de Gaulle would
have to attempt to win back
the wage concessions made
then to the workers.

The economic sgueeze
introduced by Couve de
Murville this week are aimed
directly at the working class.
There are no direct tax
rises, which will keep the
middle class happy.

Whichever way de Gaulle
tums, he runs headlong into
conflict with the French
working class. The sgueeze
could be the new spark (o
set light to a renewed
struggle for power,
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An SW round-up shows why the AEF must reject productivity deals

Measured Day Work: |
engineering hosses’

new way of

screwing more profi

t the meeting on October
25 of executives of trade
unions™ affiliated to the

A

Confederation of Shipbuilding
and Engineering Union,Mr. Les
{ealey, secretary of the engin-
eering group of the Transport

Norkers Union is reported to

have said:-

‘Measured day work is all
right for some factories—look at
Rootes, Linwood.’

Mr.Kealey was prolonging the
myth that the recently-negotiated
pay and productivity agreement at
Rootes, Linwood, pioneered since
that firm was wholly taken over by
Chrysler last year, is a glittering
triumph for the workers.

The agreement does provide for
relatively substantial increases—of
up to £6 a week for skilled men
over thee years, for three extra
days holiday, for considerable
increases in holiday pay, and for
improved pension rights,

: For this, the workers have had
to accept measured day work in the
body-building plant (it already
existed on the production lines),
‘fle xibility' between toolmakers,
toolfitters and machinists, and a
three-shift system (instead of two).

The stewards fought particularly
hard against the three-shift system.
The 2-10 ‘back’ shift is a night-
mare, destroying the worker’'s day
as well as his night.

Yet, on the advice of their
executive (as early as last June,
AEF President Hugh Scanlon
described the Linwood proposals
as ‘progressive’’ ihey accepted
measured day work, job evaluation
and flexibility.

Jim Nichol, a militant AEF
steward, who was moved from dep-
artment to department while the
agreement was discussed, does
not share the official euphoria for
the agreement.

‘T’11 tell you what flexibility
means,’ he told Socialist Worker.
‘If you work with a group ol men
for some time, then maybe you'll
form a militant block—begin to
make demands which are taken up
by other groups and so on.

‘Flexibility’ means that on the
advice of a so-called expert, the
management can move men all
over the shop and the [lactory.
Very quickly, the most militant
sections get broken up. It's happ-
ening already—every day.’

CHAOS

‘As for ‘job evaluation’—the
place is swaming with IE's or
industrial engineers,” he added.
That's the name they have for
work study men.

‘These blokes don’t even have
stopwatches., They just stand
around and say: lour men can do
that job—not five. So there’s
someone else packed off some-
where else, probably at a lower
rate. It'’s chaos. 1 don’t see how

it can last,’
At the massive Singers sewing

machine factory at Clydebank
(which is outside the Engineering
Employers g ederation), the empl-
oyers have persuaded the workers
to sign a three-year productivity
deal.

The agreement, which was
accepted on September 25 by a
mass meeting gives 30/- rises to
craftsmen over two years, and
in the same time brings the basic
rates of women workers up to 93
per cent of the male rate. Yet
incentive workers, once again, are

-cruelly victimised, receiving a 3d

an hour increase on January 1st
1969 and 3 on the same ‘late 1970,

Perhaps even more seriously,
the workers have agreed in retumn
to sacrifice their tea-break(five
minutes) in the afternoon, and the
women’s five minute break before

se heavy redundancy and a pool of unemployed to

those with juﬁs into accepting MDW. Picture shows Woolwich AEI workers protesting at the
closure of their factory after the merger with GEC last year. 5000 lost their jobs.

lunch. Instead tea machines will
be introduced, and tea will have
to be drunk while at work.

Robert Dockery, an AEF stew-
ard at Singers, believed that the
workers and stewards may be
strong enough to ‘work the (ea
break back’' by pressure from the
shop 1loor, butl is highly suspicious
ol the bias against Incentive
workers.

The sacrifice of breaks is a
consistent [{eature of many prod-
uctivity deals proposed by the
employers. At the Metal DBox
Company canning factory at the
Park Royal industrial estate in
West London, for instance, the
workers went on strike well before
the proposed engineering strike,
hoping to force their employers,
who are not federated, to give at
least as good as federated firms.

After three days on strike the
workers, who are poorly organised,
under inexperienced stewards,
accepted a package deal. The pay
increase was indeed substantial-
equivalent for craftsmen, of 44
hours pay for 37 hours actually
worked.

For this increase they agreed to
a two-shift system, and a sacrifice
of one of the half-hour breaks
pre viously granted +to workers
during their nine-hour day.

The sacrifice of the break has
added significance at Metal Box.
The deafening din in the factory
makes it impos sible for workers to
communicate with each other
while at their machines.

Hasty meetings of workers had
to be f[ixed in the additional half-
hour break which was not exclus-
ively given over to a meal. Now,
with the additional break gone,
communications between workers
will be almost impossible.

Tea breaks have also caused a
number of clashes in productivity
agreements proposed by the manage-
ment. The workers in the Morganite
Carbon factories in South London
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have decided to stay on strike
despite the threat of losing their
j obs, rather than give up their
afternoon tea break in return for pay
offers. The union officials, need-
less to say, have recommended
that the workers accept the empl-
oyers’ proposals.

One of the most serious prod-
uctivity agreements in the country
is that presently proposed by the
newly-merged Upper Clyde Ship-
yard, which under the influence of
devaluation and £200 cheap govern-
ment credit, is enjoying an unprec-
edented boom. There the workers,
drugged no doubt by temporary
prosperity and big promises, have
accepted in principle all kinds of
proposals for job evaluation, MDW
and flexibility,( which, in time of
recession, will give the employers
every excuse to stop recruitment
and demand more work all round)
in return for relatively large pay
increases and a guaranteed job.

RESISTED

A sinister provision lmas crept
into the Workers’ Charter (proposed
by the employers)—that anyone who
goes on unofficial strike at any
time loses his ‘guarantee of
employment’.

In many engineering factories,

however, attempts to impose
‘strings’ by both management and
union officials have been stren-
uously resisted by shop stewards.
At the big Vickers Printing York-
shire combine for instance, which
incorporates S.W.Crabtree’s(Leeds),
George Mann’s(L.eeds), and Dawson
Payne and [Ellioti(Otley),
managemenl recently presented the
stewards of all three factories
EIWh? meet together) with a package
eal. -

The basic rate for craftsmen,
they suggested, should rise from
257/- Lo 300/- a week over three
years (a miserable rise in itself).
For this the employers demanded
what they called an. ‘extension of
plecework methods by method
study’—or, effectively, the abolit-
ion of piecework and the develop-
ment of new forms of measurement-

The AEF district official was
amazed when the stewards comp-
lained. ‘I don’'t know what you'’re
worrying about’ he told them.
‘Everywhere job evaluation has
been accepted, the workers have
made gains,'

The siewards, however, voted
overwhelmingly for rejection of the
package. ‘The proposals' explains
Crabtree’'s shop steward Terry
Jakes, ‘are merely a way of getting
more labour out of the work force.
No worker gains anything from it’.

worker'

s dliary

Why Reggie saw red
WITH A COLOURFUL display of
public spirit, Tory leader Reginald
Maudling hit out at Clive Jenkins
of the technicians’ and supervisors’
union, ASTMS, when Jenkins spelt
out <the folly of British Eagle
workers using their savings to try
and rescue the company.

‘You bloody well need rescuing
from yourselves’, said Jenkins.

‘These remarks are a disgrace
to all that is decent, humane, and
progressive in the trade union
movement’, said man-o-the-people
Maudling, with his finger on the
nation's pulse.

But then Maudling should be
thinking a lot about British Eagle
right now. Their fleet of Boeings
were leased from the merchant
bankers,Kleinwort Benson.Maudling
is an executive director of Klein-
wort Benson.

Questiion: what does a merchant
bank do with a load of large air-
crafl when the operators go bust
and no one is immediately available
to take them on? ;

Making devaluation work

POOR ROBERT MAXWELL. Mill-
ionaire publisher, Labour MP for
Buckingham,loyal supporter of the
Wilson government, and spurned
by the Tory press into which he
would so much like to buy his way.

Members of the government
were reported to be offering up
prayers for the success of his £34
million bid for the News of the
World. The busy overlord of a large
Sunday newspaper and other
extensive interests would have no
time for politics and the duties of
an MP.

It is true that he was an energet-
ic and self-appointed fund-raiser
to the Labour Party. It is also
true that he could always be relied
upon to argue for George DBrown's
National Plan, the need for Incomes
Policy, the freeze and the need for
wage restraint, :

The trouble, though, is that for
Robert Maxwell Business is very

much Business, and he is too
garrulous to disguise it.

He bought his publishing
concermn, Pergamon Press, for
£13,000 in 1951. He expanded this
to its current value of around £30
million, with over two-thirds of the
shares held by himself or his
family.

Came devaluation of the pound,
and the call for the tightening of
belts yet one more notch—and
Robert Maxwell was way up front
with propaganda on export opport-
unities and national interest.,
Pergamon was one of the concerns
which gained a bonus from deval-
uation.

In the days before the announce-
ment, Maxwell found himself with
some hefty dollar credits in New
York mady for conversion into
sterling—the takings from Pergamon
publications sold in the United
States. With the insight born of
his business experience, he
instructed the New York bankers
to delay the conversion until after
the weekend. Monday saw an unex-
pected extra profit of nearly 20 per
cent from devaluation.

Speaking Frankly.

WHETHER IT IS berating building
workers on strike -at the Barbican
for their lack of patriotism, or
determining his company’s attitude
to the collapse of Ronan Point,
Mr.Frank Taylor has all the in-
built confidence of the self-made
man admiring his maker.

For -this boss of Taylor Woodrow
started early—at the age of 16. He
had £30 of his own, borrowed £70
from his father, and raised another
£400 from the bank. All this was
in 1921, and his intention was to
build two houses, put his mother
in one, and sell the other.

But the houses were so succes-
ful that he decided to sell them
both and set up properly in the
building business with his uncle
(the 'Woodrow’ of Taylor Woodrow).

L.D.T.

reaten

the

-
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-Television’s soft-sell
for the Boys in Blue

by DAVID EDGAR

* Mfter Czechoslovakia, will
other heretics?

~ Russia crush
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by TERRY

3 4 B i > i ‘EVENING ALL. . the know assure the superintend-
| . ft : e ey You all know it. The cheery ?nL. but he’s not been a Communist
BUI_I_ e {9 /i opening to BBC's marathon-run- or years. A Trotskyite to some,
el : % : ¥ a Mao-tse Tung man to others,

ning, oft-revived epic Dixon of  oven an anarchist’
Dock Green. So the super, {ull o! moral

fter Russia’s brutal suppr-
ession of Czechoslovakia,
the heretics of the Eastern

Bloc are looking for shelter from
the cold blast of Russia's dis-

pleasure.
Rumania, whose westward-
pointing trade relations and

general independence of Moscow
in foreign affairs has earned the
Kremlin's dislike, has begun
nervously to get back in line.

Yugoslavia has remained defiant
as in 1948 and Albania, China’'s
tiny supporter in Europe,has begun,
oddly enough, to edge closer
Tito, whose acceptance by Khmus-
hchev back into the fold, precipit-
ated Albania's flight into the arms
of Chairman Mao.

How real is the danger Lhat
Russia will consolidate with
force what she cannol win with
words?

[Last month Bertrand Russell,
Jean Paul Sartre and olhers addres-
sed a letter to The Timesin which
they expressed their fears of
Russian military intervention in the
Balkans.

The formal withdrawal of Albania
from the Warsaw Pacl following the
invasion of Czechoslovakia, the
exchanges of military personnel
between Bulgaria and Moscow and
the Bulgarian press’s claim that
‘the turn of other countries will
come,” all point in one direction
they said.

The letter concluded that any
invasion of the dissident Balkan
Powers by Russia and her satell-
ites, East Germany, Poland, Bulg-
aria and Hungary, would be a
betrayal of ‘socialist international-
ism’. But then we know how much
store the Kremlin puls by that.

What would Russia gain from
such acis? None of ‘these states
are so central to her defences as
is Czechoslovakia but the Czech
invasion was primarily to crush the
spread of liberal ideas.

Albania it is true is a thorn in

the flesh of the Russian bureaucr-
acy as Tirana Radio constantly

puts forward the Maoist. line and
denounces the ‘revisionists’.

Scale down

fisinlE e R e e o
Yugoslavia has her own probl-
ems—a slow growth rate and
dis sident students who, with

workers’ support, are urging ‘left’
solutions such as the scaling down
of wide differences in income and
privilege. But President Tito has
massive support for his defiance
of Russia,

Stalin  himself hesilated to
invade the one country in Furope
where the resistance had liberated
itself [rom the Nazi invaders and
where fierce patriolism combined
with rugged terrain, made convent-
lonal warfare hazardous.

President Tito has said: ‘Who-
ever iries (o jeopardise our
independence and sovereignity
will encountei an iron wall ol our
peoples,’

Preparalions have been made in
the North {or defensive guerrilla
operalions against (he invaders,
Reservists have been called up
and arms have been distributed to
the workers, who are now being
trained in militia unils.

A second line of delence is
thal NATO (ie the Uniled States)
could scarcely stand by and see
lthe balance ol power in the Medil-
erranean. already Llipping in Lhe
Russians’ ‘avour, change complel-
ely wilh ‘their possession of the
Adriatlic Coast,

There is no doubt that although
many ol the economic ‘reiorms’
instituled by Tilo have meant Lhe
growth ol a ‘red bourgeoisie’
opposed Dby " old partisans and
left-wing youth alike, Lhe regime
1S immensely popular. Nothing
could break the irontL of natlional
unily against an invasion and any
allempl lo annex Macedonia by
the Bulgarians under Lhe guise of

‘defending socialism’ would be
met with fierce and unremilling
struggle by (he whole Yugoslav
nation..

Albania, exposed by any atlack
on Yugoslavia wouid rathe:r a'ly
wilh Tilo than fall under Moscow’s

X

‘iuung Czechs fought and argued with Russian troops during the invasion.

Opposition would
Yugoslavia or Rumania.

control. Enver Hoxha, the mini-
Stalin of this tiny mouniainous
state, has been conferring with his
Chinese allies about what Lhey
could do to aid him in the event of
a Russian invasion.

While Radio Tirana echoes
Peking's rtabid denunciations of
the Czechoslovak invasion, it has
fallen silent on the crimes of
‘Titoist revisionism’.

Condemnation
S O R RS AT

Rumania is in the mosl exposed
position of all, flanked by a hostile
Bulgaria and the USSR itself(which
annexed a large part of Bessarabia
after the second World Wa-).
Parly boss Ceausescu has let it be
known thal ke is willing to renew
the Treaty of Friendship with the
USSR, but his initial condemnation
of the Czech invasion still siands.

An armed militia has been

crealed in the factories and the
military allerted. General Vaile,
the army chief has said: ‘All our

military, from privales to generals,
are ready at their combal posis
(to defend) the freedom of our
ancestral lands.’

A Rumanian deputy made :the
bitterest observation on the invas-
lon: ‘Ou’ minds cannoi. comprehend,
and even less can they accept, the
fact that five socialist countries
have embarked on an armed inter-
veniion behind the screen of
siogans abwl. the defence of
socialism, slogans jammed in the
ears of all mankind by the roar of
armoured cars,'

The Rumanians who were not
long ago calling for the dismantling
of the Warsaw Pacl now face the
possibility of intervention. While
the ‘leading role of the parly’ has
never been guestioned the economy
has been ‘liberalised’ from the top
downw ards and is today undoubtedly
booming.

Gear industry
B

But as in Czechoslovakia,these
economic reforms are designed to
gear industry to meel the demands
of the world market—ownership and
control are still vested in the
bureaucralic ruling class. The
workers have no say.

The monolith of Eastern Europe
has been cracked apart and the
remaining heretics may now stand
or fall together. For the moment all
the internal contradictions of these
state capitalist regimes have
been downgraded by the single
great dilemma created by the
Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia

The Russians, however, are
divided on the course to take. The
Kremlin hawks have won for the
moment in Czechoslovakia, at Lhe
cost of alienating many Weslermn
and foreign parties.

None of the olher herelics
represenls so dramatic a threal to
Russian dominance in Faslemn
Furope, but in the long run can
lhey survive if the Russians see in
these divergencies an uliimate
lhreat (o their own internal as
well as exlernal security? For the

be much tougher

if the Kremlin bosses went into

moment they are probably safe for
none are so strategically placed
as Czechoslovakia and they are
unlikely to allow even the limited
form of free speech that Dubcek

- engineered to win a mass base for

his power struggle with Novotny.

The Russians are sitting on a
time bomb which may explode' in
FPrague or Budapest, Belgrade or
even Kiev. The repression and the
terror of - Stalinism cannot : be
applied to the sophisticated
societies of Fastern Furope today
without provoking the workers and
students into open revoll.

For the moment [orce and fraud
have worked at the price of alien-
ating world opinion and, in partic-
ular, communist world opinicn. The
clumsiness of the Russian response
should act as a reminder that great
power is still wielded in the world
by Stalin’s heirs however historic-
ally bankrupti they are.

Fastern Europe is pregnant with
lhe promise of a new order, social-
ism and justice, marxism and
humanism all are struggling to
free themselves from the corruption
of the past. As socialists we must-
stand by those who call for an end
to Moscow's diktat and Lthe inequal-
ities of stale capitalism.

r f

t To ‘understand

the crisis in
Fastern Europe you must read:
An open lelter to the Party
written in a Polish prison by
Jacek Kuron and Karol Modzel-
ewskl

4s6d inc. post from IS BOOK
SERVICE 90 Mountview Road
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That sums it up really. The
cheery, paternalistic little
Hallo, F'riends that starts the
ball rolling on another orgy of
homespun advice to the law-

abiding masses.

The most noxious thing about
cops on the box is, of course,this
nausealing ‘we policemen are only
human too' attilude; the lad next
door image (which is presumably
why cheroot-smoking, non-lad-next
door Alexis Kanner was sacked
[rom Softly, Softly.)

Dixon’s the worst; I've seen
programmes on the Danger of Drugs
ior the Young and the classic Ilelp
the Police (o Help You (a recurr-
ent theme, so wailch for helpful
cilizens, carefully disguised as
Special Branch men, pointing oul
‘troublemakers’ at demonsirations
101 the cops to pick ofif).

Dixon is distinctive {or whal he
leaves outl. No mention of Students,
Immigranis, the Special Branch or
other nasty sidelines. Jusl straight
from lhe shoulder GBH from nasty
young (note) thugs. And George
Dixon's homely advice.

Softly, Softly is more realistic.
There was a story in which John
Watt thought that a job he was on
to (through his paid informers) was
an illegal immigrant racket. But,
lo and behold, it turned out to be
a_nice comfortable liltle robbery

after all. Well, there were women
involved.
Gloss over

Bul Soilly, So:tly does occas-
ionally do more than jusl gloss
over those aspecls ol police
activily that are a bit suspect. On
Thursday Oclober 17 it broadcast a
story called DPed Herring.

This stlory involved a night-

shift worker at a defence install--

alion. (or a cover-iaciory for a
defence installation). Holes had
been appearing in the wire [ence.

First suggestions included
sludent rag. Special Branch can’t
deal with il; ‘they’re up to their
eyes in student agitators and
Welsh nationalists’. Sludents twice
in Lhe first five minutes.

Bult don’t forget ithe timing of

this programme. OK, so Oclober
7 was a week away. But the AEF

sirike was due (o start on the
following Monday. .

So what does the night walch-
man turn out to be?

After Inspector Walt pokes round
a bit ‘among this bloke’s belong-
ings, guess what he {inds?

Marxist Literature,

This is duly reporled back to
the boss. ‘He’s a Red’, those in

indignation, exclaims: 'An alleged
anarchist guarding a secret estab-
lishment! 7i's too much. You'll
have to gel rid of him. If you can’t
gel him straight out, make some
plausible excuses.’

And this is {rom a copper who
has, on several occasions, been
seen helping children and old
ladies. A man we’ve come 1o trust.
Do we lap it up as God's truth?
Well, of course we do.

But they've been very careful.
The two men involved on this case
are Walt and the large,lovable Box.

Now, they haven’t put in Barlow,
about whom we’ve occasionally had
doubts. The lads on this case are
honest, down-lo-earth Watt and
honest, down 4o-earth Nox

So when Wail says, ‘You don't
tell people in industry to do some-
thing or they go on strike’, we
believe him. And when the same
Vatt admits ‘I must be prejudiced’
(against communists), we say ‘how
reasonable, how honest, down-to-
earth, no nonsense of him' and go
out and beat up a black man.

And, of course, the night watch-
man (who, it transpires with sick-
ening predictability, is a Trot),
cut the holes in the wire himself.
Watt provokes the little man (who
has a big chip on his shoulder
about his failing eyesight; a sort
of revolulionary TDichard 111)
into shouting at him, and charges
him with ‘threatening behaviour’.

Watt suggests reasonably that
this little man is ‘probably supp-
orting Albania or some crummy
African country aboul Lo be taken
over by the Chinks’, Good old Watt.

The little man, with the chip on
his shoulder now as big as Das
Kapital, shrieks ‘I want to be
arrested!” Watt pours scorn. ‘You
only want’, he says, ‘to be paraded
past your workmates like a martyr’.

And, pay-off time, they letl him
Oif.

The poor liitle bloke gets Lhe
sack, of course, but they don’t
charge him. How jolly nice ol them.

It's this sort of patronising
crap that is far more insidious than
Wallacism, Powellism and other
general Reds-under-the-Bed-isms.

It just pours scorn and contempt,
quietly, from a great height.

And it’ s all done by the honesti,
straight, lovable characlers we
know so well, the ones who stalion
closed-circuil cameras in Grosvenor
Square, who beal up the demon-
strators, who plant the pot and who
victimise the blacks.

This review first
Guerilla, magazine of
University Socialist Soeciety. David
Edgar will be writing regularly on
television for Socialist Worker.
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By FRANK CAMPBELL
\malgamateG Society of Painiers and Uecorators EVA
[F THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT’s record for workers o
lacks in socialism it does not lack in philanthropy. MINISTRY
Barbara has seen reason. % OF
Building workers are allowec 0 keep the 1d an hour | REPRTRI}\TION
they received in April as & cost -: living bonus. - _
33 ] "he mejority of the
10 000 building industry 1s unorg-
¥ anised. It i i the
organised section that N UNFQRTU“ATELY
tenants 'arganiaed section that the - | P WELLISM
' claim of £17 11s 8d for L " (Z
craftsmen and £15 for \_ 1:1 f DOES HAVE
Iohhy Gl_c labourers must be fought— ' 7" AL CERTAIN
and that fight demands a i R ;NcoﬂsISTEHCIES
TEN THOUSAND tenants | strategy. R

marched on the head office |

of the Greater London Coun-
cil on Tuesday night to
protest at rent increases as
high as 13s a week imposed
last September.

Chanting ‘We won't pay a
penny more,' the tenants
lobbied Tory leaders of the
GLC, who nervously prom-
ised a review of the rents in

the next few weeks, :

The size of the march,
organised by the GLC
Tenants’ Action Committee,
destroyed the council’s claim
that only ‘a handful’ of
tenants were not paying the
increases. The Action
Committee claims that
80,000 tenants are with-
holding the increases.

"~ Earlier that day, 300
workers from Smithfield,
Covent Garden and Spittal-

fields market and London
bus garages marched to the
GLC in support of the
tenants.

Victory at
Morganite

From ANDLoW HGLGRNUNG
AFTER EIGHT weeks on
strike, the 1700 workers at
Morganite Carbon's Battersea
and Wandsworth sites have
returned to work.

The management withdrew
redundancy threats made two
weeks ago and promised
negotiations. Many workers
on their first day back said
that if the negotiations did
not prove successful, they
would go out again immed-
iately.

But at a mass meeting on
Saturday 'morning the highest
hnrea of the workers were
realised. Their demand of 6d
an hour without *strings'—the
management had demanded
they lose the afternoon tea-
break for the rise—was to be
met by arn immediate increase
of 4d uan hour and the extra
od to be added in March

|

withoul strings.

Strategies exist. The main

one is that of the Communist |

Party, the main opposition to
the right wing that dominates
the unicn leadership.

The CP policy is not 80O
much dictated by possible
economic gains but by poss-

ible strategic gains—the
election of ‘left’ union
officials.

But current leaders like

George Smith, George Low- |
thian, Harry Weaver and Len |

Faton (knighthoods have
beer. omitted fd® space
reasons) were elected orig-
inally on left-wing platforms.

Leit platforms soon
crumble under the weight of
bureaucracies. Left leaders

soon disappear.
The International Social-

ists programme is made more
relayvant, not less, by the
week’'s events., Thal progr-
amme 18:

All-out industrial action
against the freeze.

Full official support for
all building workers.engag-
ed in fighting the I[reeze.

Payment in full now of
£17 11s 8d for craftsmen
and £15 for labourers.

No strings-—no product-

ivity deals and no three-
year tie-ups, whatever the
PIB says.

2000 back
£17 claim

MANCHESTER:- 2000 build-
ing workers went on a half-
day strike on Monday 1in
support of their pay claim of
£17 11s 8d for skilled men
and £15 for labourers.

Most of the big building
sites in the area were paral-
ysed. 500 building workers
took part on a march through
the city cenire.

Tommy Couxaiin, disiiicl
secretary of the Woodworkers’
Society, told a meeting at
the end of the march thal
ITarold Wilson had reminded
guests at the Lord Mayor’s
Dinner last week that stock
exchange gamblers can make
as much money in one day as
building workers earn in a
year,
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Print union puts life
ban on press militant

JOHN LAWRENCE, militant
Father of the Chapel at the
Press Association in Fleet
Street has been removed from

| office by his branch com-

mittee of the Society of
Graphical and Allied Trades,
barred for life from holding

| office in the union and fined

£20.
His ‘offence’ was to
carry out the instructions of

his chapel and circulate a
| statement

asking SOGAT
members to vole against an
executive recommendation-to
end a cost of living bonus
in a new wage agreement.
The chapel—the printing
trade term for union members
organised at each place of
work—condemned the branch

| action.

All the officers resigned
in protest. One member
the branch committee is also
reported to have resigned.

The SOGAT executive
decision to end the cost of
living bonus flew in the
face of a membership ballot
which voted overwhelmingly
against the new pay agree-
ment.

LAWRENCE DALY has
swept to power in the Nat-
ional Union of Mineworkers
on a strong left-wing progr-
amme.

Results announced oOn
Wednesday showed thal in a

70 per cent poll for the post |
Daly |

of |

‘members

i

]

of general secrelary,
defeated his right-wing |
opponent Joe Gormley by

10,000 votes.

Daly's victory is a sign ot

the rising anger of miners at
the cynical abandonment ol
their iobs and their industry.

By Socialist Worker
Reporter

The PA chapel staged a

work {o rule against the
decision. As a resull, the
management of Britain’s

leading news agency (owned
jointly by provincial news-
papers) agreed to make a
separate agreement which
would include a cost of
living bonus.

The union executive then
turned a neat somersault by
offering two contradictory
alternatives to the members:
the bonus should be ret-
ained or it should be
discontinued. They backed
this with a statement to
urging that the
agreement discontinuing the
bonus should be accepted.

A second ballot resulted
in ‘victory’' for the EC by jusi
seven votes. The EC’s trump

card was to frighten members:

with possible intervention
under the Prices and Incomes
Act, if they demanded a
bonus.

The new general secretary |

committed to leading
sirikes  against
further pit closures. The
rank and file must ensure
that he honours these pledges
and is not stifled by the NUM
bureaucracy.

1S
guerrilla

The 70 per cent poll is
higher than the US president-
ial turn-out., The Tory press,

_—

Action was

holding office

DALY WINS NUM BALLOT

which often jibes at low
union polls, has given litlle
prominence to the NUM
bhallot.

This so disgusted the PA
chapel that it instructed the
FOC (equivalent to shop
steward) to issue the state-
ment which led to his ban.
taken against

Lawrence for ‘conduct detr-

imental to the interests of |

the Society’.
A sustained campaign in
support of Lawrence was

waged in SOGAT's London

branches and frightened the |
EC into a partial back-down.

Last week, the executive
ratified the branch decision
but ruled that he could still
be FOC at the PA and a
delegate to the branch
meetings.

He is still barred from
(FOC does
nol count as an office) and
the fine stands, Lawrence
is now appealing to the
general council of the union.

Turriffs rapped

TURRIFFS, contractors at
the £5%m Ivy Bridge develop-
ment at Isleworth, Middlesex,
have been asked by anational
disputes commission to take
back 500 locked-out building

workers. _
But will Turriffs accept

the findings? Activity by the
bosses on the site seems to
. indicate that the job is being
tidied up in preparation for
a six-month’s shutdown.

MEETINGS

LONDON REGION IS: Tony
Cliff on British revolution-
I.eft the war

| ary since
Saturday November 23, 3pm.
Africa Centre, King Street

WC2itube:I eicesterSy,)2s 6d

INTERNATIONAL SOC-
IALISM: Conference on
organisation.London,Saturday,

L

November 30. Details from|
branch secretaries. :

ion,

SPARKS
STRIKE

FOR 10
BOB RATE

From PLTER BAIN

GLASGOW - Contracting elec-
iricians took strike action on
three building sites to back
tt ir demand for a 10s an
hour wage rate.

Workers employed on two
of the sites—I1.G. Robertson
and Drake and Skull—returned
to work after a week. They
accepted a productivity deal
which includes a
scheme.

Bul the scheme is vague
and unclear about how the
bonus will be paid. The
employers claim that this was

the only way they could get

the agreement through the
Prices and Incomes Board.

Electricians at the Mann

Fggerton site are still on
strike. The importance of
their dispute can only be

understood against the back-
ground of recent attempts by

| the Electrical Trades TUnion

leaders to organise a Joint
Industrial Board for the
electrical contracting indus-
try in Scotland.

Negotiations between the
ETu and the Electrical
Contractors’ Association

| broke down earlier this year.

The employers refused to
pay Scottish sparks the same
rates as English electricians.

BACKING

The ETU,
militancy,
members in the contracting
industry that they would
receive official backing for
wage claims.

Experienced sparks sus-
pect that the ETU executive
hoped that the employers,
forced to pay higher wages,
would then agree to the JIB
with its grading and control

with unusual

of electricians and harsh
penalties, including fines,
for militants.

It is important that the

Mann Eggerton electricians
win their claim for 10s an
hour without Gily productivity
strings.

Workers should beware of
productivity deals that all
too often result in redundan-
cies or wage increases that
are eaten away by rising

prices while they are saddled

with worse working conditions
or harder graft.

The contractors’ claim
that any increases have fto
involve productivity in order
to satisfy the PIB is false.
Only if more than 200 workers
are involved is the employer
forced to deal with the PIB—
and many bosses prefer to

cough up and keep quiet
rather than face industrial
action.

Donations to; B.Whitelaw
16 Florida Street, Glasgow S2

from page one

in the Paisleyite attack on
the factory girls.

The socialists had 1o
beat a retreat when they
were chased by a man with a
hatchet.

After today's demonstrat-:
Derry is quiet, But a
slow fuse is burning and may
soon explode again.

The campaign seems (o be
undermining the mental lacul-
ties of HHome Affairs Minister

Craig. He denied that the
factory girls’ march and
meeting had taken place al

all and had f{louted his ban
on demonstrations in L(he
walled part ol Derry.

‘There was no such march
and no such meeting,' he
declared on television, Told
that the march had been seen
by thousands of viewers, he
said he preferred to accepl
the reports ol his olficials,
not television juumalists.
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