‘WITH UNITY WE CAN WIN ANY-
THING’ one miner declared when a
giant picket of miners and striking car
workers forced the Saltley coke depot
in Birmingham to close last week.

He was right. The magnificent fight of the
miners for a living wage, backed by rank and
file action from other groups of workers, has
sent the Tory government tottering to the
brink of total defeat.

Heath and the arrogant, hard-faced men of
the Tory cabinet badly miscalculated the fight-
ing strength and solidarity of the miners. Their
sweeping power cuts have so outraged their
paymasters, the employers, that an improved
offer is a certainty.

The Wilberforce inquiry is just a charade, a
face-saving gesture for the Tories. Everyone

knows Wilberforce will recommend an im-
proved offer for the miners. If Heath were

really concerned about the hardship being
caused through the power cuts then he would
step in and make the offer NOW.

The last flimsy hope in the Tory locker is
Mr Joe Gormley, president of the miners’
union. Throughout the strike he has wobbled
and dithered, muttering about productivity
concessions and his willingness to have settled
the strike for £3.

LESSONS
RN

The miners have underlined two important
lessons for the entire labour movement.

It is working people who have the real

power in our society. When we unite and

fight together the entire state machine
and government is powerless. Hundreds of
police were drafted to Saltley but a virtual
general strike in east Birmingham crushed the
uniformed bully-boys of the state.

The Tories have not dared to use their
Industrial Relations Act against the miners.
They know what the reaction would be if
any miners were jailed. Unity can make the
Act as useless as a punctured balloon.

It is the rank and file that have done the

fighting. If the miners had been left to

depend on the official trade union machine
they would not be as close to victory as they
are today.

There has been no positive support from
any of the major unions, including the mighty
battalions lead by those stalwart favourites of
the Labour ‘left’ and the Communist Party,
Jack Jones and Hugh Scanlon. And the General
Council of the TUC, the so-called ‘general staff’
of the union movement, has been huffing and
puffing in its eagerness to get the miners back
to work for fear that the miners’ militancy
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Miners, their wives and other groups of

might become a contagious disease affecting
millions of other workers.

TUC general secretary Vic Feather has be-
come the unpaid publicity agent for Tory
Minister of Misery, Robert Carr. Both have
declared that the miners should get back to
work with the latest Coal Board ‘offer’—which
would last for 18 months and still not radically
improve their living standards. |

workers have rocked the Tories

If the TUC was a real leadership of the
movement then it would call a one-day general
strike -against the Tories’ lockouts that are

currently laying off millions of workers and

taken the necessary action that would have

brought victory to the miners weeks’ ago.

The TUC is not prepared to fight the Tories. A
real leadership does not yet exist. It will have to

be built from the present sections of the rank

and file that are prepared to take on the
government.

Fight is the key word. The miners ARE
a special case because they are prepared to
fight, without strike pay, picket, brave the
lorry-driving scabs and police, stand up to the
lies and distortion of press and politicians to
win a living wage.

But they are NOT a special case where
wages are concerned. Millions more workers
take home £15 to £17 a week. They too work
long hours in atrocious conditions. They too
are victims of the Tory-employer offensive to
drive down wages and conditions in order to
boost profits. .

AND THEY TOO CAN DEFEAT this
reactionary, anti-working class government if
there is a united movement and a common
fight, The call last year from the defeated postal
workers for an alliance of all unions in the

/\public sector that would submit joint claims
-and plan co-ordinated action must be taken

up.

MESSAGE
Eoittialsz (oot

Every working man and woman faces a
concerted attack by the government and the.
bosses. Wages are driven down while prices,
rents, fares and welfare charges soar. We have

to foot the bill so that the small minority who

own the country’s wealth can boost their
profits in preparation for a trade war with
their Common Market rivals.

But they aren’t going to get away with it.
The miners have made that clear. They have
stood up against the robbery, death and disease
of their industry and said NO MORE.

And that message must ring in every
section of the working-class movement. This
government devoted to profit at people’s
expense can be brought toppling down as the
first step towards a socialist society which,
under democratic workers’ control, would
plan to meet the needs of the majority.

To defeat the government we need nation-
wide solidarity action by all trade unionists.
We need tough, resolute grass roots’ leadership
to plan such a fight and to kick the official
union machine into life.

Above all, we need a political programme
to link the movement and drive towards the
defeat of not just the Tories but the whole
system that breeds low wages, unemployment,
poverty and slums.

The miners have given added inspiration
to all those struggling for socialism. In just
over a month they have destroyed the myth
that the working class cannot fight.

Panicking profiteers and blacked-out
Britain show who has the power.

UNITED WE CAN WIN.

Demand TUC calls general strike

THE TORIES are to blame for the
blackouts, lockouts and freeze-ups
hitting the country.

The miners want £6-£9 a week
more to bring them up to the average
industrial wage. The Tories have
refused and they, and they alone,
are responsible for the results,

Working people should not have
to suffer for the chaos of the Tories’
system. The only way to end the

present situation is to step up the
solidarity action of other trade
unionists to force ‘the Tories to
surrender.

@ If the miners do not win their
full claim, demand that the TUC
call a one-day general strike of all

lockout,

@®Work or full pay. No workers
should lose a penny because of the
government’s blackouts. Refuse to
be laid off.

® No co-operation with bosses’
efforts to get round the effects of

tory legislation on safety, light and
heating.

@® No overtime or working extra-
ordinary hours.

@ Solidarity meetings inside every
workplace. |

® No movements of coal or fuel

affiliated unions against the Tory  the strike. Strict observance of fac- into or within powerstations. Re-

member, the °‘national interest’ is
the bosses’ interest, not ours.
@ Support the picket lines.

And when the miners have won,
there must be no going back to
wage claims in line with government
policy.

@ There should be no negotiations
for settlement of less than £26 a
week, as a minimum guaranteed

wage.,
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work

by David Yaffe

AS unemployment increases in Britain the
government is trying to make the working
class carry the burden of making produc-
tion more profitable through lower wage
rises and increased productivity. It is no
surprise to see that similar conditions
exist in the Common Market countries.

At the end of last year the number of
people out of work in the Common Market
countries rose apprecizbly to a total of
2,100,000 compared with 1,700,000 at
the end of 1970. During the same period
the number of vacant jobs fell by 25 per
cent,

Unemployment in the separate countries
was:

End of 1970 End of 1971

Belgium 76,000 85,000
W. Germany 175,000 269,000
France 375,000 521,000
Italy 989,000 1,112,000
Holland 66,000 114,000

In Germany unemployment has almost
trebled in the last few months, and at the
end of January had reached the highest
level for two vears at 375,000. So the
trend is continually upwards.

No doubt in Germany the burden will
shift first on to the foreign workers, who
may be forced to return to their home-
lands. This will create enormous problems
for the relatively underdeveloped regions
of the Common Market, such as southern

Italy, where unemployment is already
high, and where many of Germany’s
immigrant workers come from.

All talk of ‘integrated policies for
Europe’ is so much pie in the sky when
profits are at stake. The foreign workers

will be sent home as soon as they are no

longer needed, thus worsening the problems
of the poorer areas.

National governments will attempt to
export their problems to other countries
when the need arises.

All this clearly exposes the myth that
somehow workers are pricing themselves
out of the market through high wages. The
problems capitalism now faces are inter-
national in kind, and stem from a system
of production only concerned with profits.

As competition on a world scale be-
comes more intense, greater demands will
be made on the working class to increase
productivity, and to accept re-organisation
and lower wage rises. Throughout Europe
the struggle is basically the same.

ORLD NEWS

The Berlin confrontation: If Willy Brandt (inset) cools it down the bosses will need another bogey to tame the workers

Ostpolitik: end of the
‘communist plot’?

o T

LAST week the West German upper house of parliament refused to approve treaties with Russia and
Poland. But this is only a temporary obstacle. This report from our Frankfurt correspondent shows
what is behind West Germany's foreign policy.

WHEN West German Chancellor Willy
Brandt was awarded the Nobel Prize
for his efforts for peace in Europe
the Ostpolitik (better relations with
the East) ofethe present government
received the seal of international
approval.

The only trouble is that at the
same time the West German military
budget is rising at an unprecedented
rate, and the government is trying to
create an unpeaceful witch-hunt
atmosphere against left-wingers.

The Ostpolitik is an attempt to
find some sort of settlement with
the Eastern bloc. In 1970 West
Germany signed peace treaties with
Poland and Russia; and before
Christmas, (after the Berlin Agree-
ment of Britain, France, Russia and
the United States), there was a Berlin
treaty with East Germany.

West German big business can see

one possible way out of its difficulties
by moving into the underdeveloped
markets of Eastern Europe, where its
highly developed technological goods
are desperately needed.:

Thaw

- At the same time it hopes to use
the skilled but cheap labour of the
so-called socialist states by setting up
jointly owned plants, so escaping
rising labour costs at home. This was
discussed by Brandt and Brezhnev at
their recent meeting in the Crimea.

A thaw will suit Russia and
America nicely. The Russians will be
able to concentrate more military
effort against China in the East, while
the Americans can cut their troops in
Europe, and thus lessen the damage
to the economy caused by inflation
resulting from the high costs of the
Vigtnam war.

More young Israelis refusing

to serve in the army

THE Israeli weekly magazine Haolam Haze
recently told of Israeli soldiers refusing to
serve in the occupied territories:

‘Now it no longer concerns only
members of Matzpen (an Israeli socialist
organisation), but rather the elite of the
pioneering youth movement, especially
Hashomer Hatzair (a Zionist youth wﬁroup}.

‘One kibbutz member who, while on
reserve service, refused to serve in an
occupied area was sent to prison for 35
days recently. The security department of
Hashomer Hatzair is now seeing to it that
he will not be called up again for another
period of service and be arrested again.

“The kibbutz movement is treating this
new phenomenon with kid gloves, aided by
the Minister of Defence, Moshe Dayan, and
trying to ‘get the fire under control’. More
than ten similar cases have already come
to light.

‘In several secondary schools in Tel
Aviv and Haifa there is great agitation
among the youth who are to be drafted
into the army this year.’

Everybody who is familiar with the
history of the conflict in the Middle East—
particularly with Zionism and the Palestin-
ian question—will appreciate the potential
underlying these new developments.

It is quite clear that any spread of the
draft resistance movement will stimulate
the processes of disillusionment and
polarisation inside Jewish society in Israel,

by Rami Heilbronn

of the Israeli Revolutionary Action
Committee Abroad

as well as the disenchantment and detach-
ment from Zionism of young people in the
West, both Jews and non-Jews. -

That is why the Israeli Revolutionary
Action Committee Abroad has been
organising publicity and propaganda
campaigns in Britain and the West since
last August, about the first cases of
political draft dodgers. ;

Then four young Israelis sent a letter
to the Minister of Defence, stating their
%r_lincipled refusal to serve in the army.

ey wrote: ‘We are determined to refuse
to take part in the oppression of another
people. We refuse to inflict upon another
people what has been inflicted upon our
parents and grandparents’.

Prison

After tremendous pressures were
brought upon the four, one agreed to be
drafted on condition that he would be
allowed to plead insanity —and be released
on health grounds. Another was imprisoned
by the army and broke down.

The third draft resister, Gyora Newman,
was imprisoned in November. Upon
completing his time he was released and

-

served with a fresh call-up order. In
Janu he was put in the notorious
Military Prison Number Six for another
term, after again refusing to compromise
his principles.

The fourth signatory of the original
letter, a girl, expects to be called up any
day. _

Although the Israeli authorities do
everything possible to play down the
trend of political draft resistance in Israel
this courageous act did not go unnoticed.
Recently about 20 American Jews,
including Noam Chomsky, signed a public
statement supporting draft resistance in
Israel.

Pressure

It is important to force the many
Jewish radicals in the West—who have so
far refrained from any public criticism of
Israel or Zionism—out of their silence on
the issue of draft resistance in Israel. The
pressure that such criticism can exert on
the Israeli authorities can be understood
only when one realises that these authorities
consider the unanimous support of Jewish
public opinion in the West to be their
most important weapon.

If this unanimity is shaken, Zionism
will be weakened, and its defeat as part of
the revolutionary transformation of the
Middle East will be brought nearer.

But for the West German ruling
class there is a small snag. Although
the treaties are not yet ratified, it is
now no longer possible to portray
the Western bloc states as blood-
thirsty Communist hordes waiting for
the slightest excuse to over-run the
peaceful Federal Republic.

At the end of the Second World
War the Western Allies made a few
show trials of nazis, and carried out
a token ‘de-nazification’ of Germany.

But they also restored, despite the
struggles of the West German working
class, the old owners of property and
industry to their possessions., Yet
these were precisely the people who
had pushed the nazis to power.

Bogey

The Hitler years had therefore to
be forgotten. There was a big gap in
German history, and the ruling class
had no traditions to bolster up their
position.

The solution was to build up the
‘Communist threat’, to make the
people—especially the working class—
believe that any alternative system
would be far worse. And since con-
ditions in the East really were worse,
as millions of refugees could testify,
that was an easy job.

With the Ostpolitik the Communist
bogey has worn rather thin—just at a
time when the working class is show-
ing signs of rediscovering its militant
traditions. So a new enemy has to be
found, but this time inside the
country, ;

The ‘Baader-Mainhof Gang’—a tiny
group calling itself the Red Army
Fraction, which believes that the
time for armed struggle has already
arrived—has been exaggerated into a
major threat to security, with massive
police hunts and television appeals
for information.

Members of ‘unconstitutional’
organisations—that means left-wing
ones, not the neo-nazi NPD-are
effectively banned from state employ-
ment, above all in the schools. The
police are being re-organised and
re-armed, and the para-military
Border Defence Force can now be
used in ‘internal disturbances’.

West Germany’s peaceful foreign
policy is just an image. Despite the
small improvements a Berlin settle-
ment will bring to the people of
West Berlin (like the chance to visit
relatives in the East), it has nothing
to do with the sudden conversion of
anybody to ‘peace’.

THE fascist movement is making disturbing
gains in the south of Italy. The fascists,
after Jeading popular revolts in Reggio
Calabria and Catanzaro, have now
penetrated in a big way into Naples.

Recently, the fascist ‘trade union’,
CISNAL, financed by local magnates, led a
small demo of striking dustmen chucking
garbage over the pavements, while a loud-
speaker blared insults. Earlier they had
organised a demo of bus and tram workers
who drove their vehicles to the town hall
and hooted all day.

The fascists are trying to stir up
trouble against the authorities to expose
their ‘inadequacy’ in dealing with strikes
and demonstrations. They hope to
strengthen the case of their party, the MSI,
for increased law and order. That they can
take the [eadership of popular revolts
shows the failure of the Italian Communist
Party and the unions to campaign around
the burning issues of the south.

THE Zambian government has outlawed
the opposition United Progressive Party
(UPP), and imprisoned another 120 people
including party leader Simon Kapwepwe.

Since its formation last August, the
party has consistently failed to provide
any coherent critique of Kenneth Kaunda's
United MNational Independence Party
(UNIP) regime, Kapwepwe has relied on
the tribal support of the Northern Bemba,
who are a significant proportion of the
urban population in the copper belt.

Yet there has been no demonstration
of mass support for the UPP. This is partly
due to a campaign of violence carried out
by UNIP groups, but also because the
UPP has failed to focus on any genuine
social grievances.

In fact, Kapwepwe has stated that
UPP policies were ‘a secret, but leaks will
be issued from time to time." These ‘leaks’
suggest that Kapwepwe may be aiming for
a reversal of Kaunda’'s policy of disengage-
ment from the racialist states to the south.

Nor is Kapwepwe any friend of the
workers. When he was vice-president in

- 1968, he personally ordered armed police

and troops against striking dustmen in
Lusaka. .

But the present instability of the Zam-
bian economy due to falling copper prices
means that any opposition to all threatens
to release a flood of grievances, stifled
during the seven boom vyears of
independence. '

AMONG the casualties of the Bangladesh
struggle are the women—estimated at
200,000-who were raped by Pakistani
soldiers. For those who became pregnant,
Zesfi is now on the way from the benevolent

A team of American abortionists is
flying to Bangladesh to use a special
technique in which the operation only
takes fifteen seconds. (Presumably the
method is not safe enough to use on
American women),

In any case it's a cheaper form of aid
than food supplies.

THE Ghanaian army officers who took
power last month are making some left
noises., With the approval of the now
reconstituted TUC, they are reviving
Nkrumah’s state farms and workers’
brigades. Colonel Acheampong has said
Nbrumak, now a sick man in Guinea, may
return to Ghana.,

The National Redemption Council
(NRC) has taken away the independence
of the Special Branch. It has also assured
the 568 civil servants sacked by the previous
government that they will get their jobs
back when there are vacancies.

To improve Ghana's disastrous econo-
mic state, the NRC has banned the import
of over 100 items, including false beards,
frozen food, artificial flowers and hand-
bags. It has nullified the 40 per cent
devaluatiom,

More daringly it has cancelled Ghana's
debts to certain companies, including
British shipyard Swan Hunter, saying that
contracts have been ‘vitiated by corruption,
fraud or other illegalities.” So far these
cancellations have cost foreign companies
about £36 million. But they have promised
to pay off long term debts to the really
big boys—the World Bank, the United
States and other foreign governments.

DELEGATES from the French National
Union of Students (UNEF) attending the
executive committee of the International
Union of Students in Poland have been
exc/luded from the meeting and expelled
from the country by the Polish government.

This followed an attempt by the UNEF
delegates to raise the question of the
political repression in Czechoslovakia.
When they insisted on this matter being
discussed, they were physically attacked by
Czech and Cuban delegates, and the other
measures followed. :
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Green stories

HOME is the hero: the Middlesbrough
Evening Gazette—owned by Lord
Thomson of Fleet Sewer—ran a big
‘welcome home to our heroes’ cam-
paign when the Green Howards
finished their ‘tour of duty’ in
Northern Ireland.

Much pleased by the publicity, the
Howards sent along their public rela-
tions officer, Lieutenant George
Robey (named after a rather unpleas-
ant right-wing musical star of yester-
year) to speak to the kindly journal-
ists on the Gazette staff. But his off-
the-record descriptions of what the
Howards got up to and his sadistic
boasting about how they intimidated
and tortured members of the Catholic
population astonished and frightened
the Gazette journalists.

‘It’s all rather like my recent spell
of grouse shooting,’ said Robey. ‘On
night patrol you flush them out and
gun them down.’

In considerable detail, he gleefully
described how he had seen a Catholic
youngster shot in the back as he
climbed over a wall. He gloated over
similar incidents and gave lurid details
of beatings the troops had handed
out.

Such off-the-record truths may
well explain the Belfast ghetto nick-
name for our Teesside heroes—‘the
Green Cowards’. None of the infor-
mation was ever printed in the Even-
ing Gazette which continues its ‘our
heroes’ editorials.

MUCH DITHERING on the London
Stock Exchange over the shakey
Rhodesia situation. The Africans’
decisive rejection of the Tories’
attempted settlement with Smithy
caused Rhodesia bonds to be marked
down by 10 points. But the borkers
are still optimistic of maKing a kill-
ing. One cynical broker told City
Press: ‘It’s always a good time to buy
when the streets are running with
blood.’

Sparks fly

MEMBERS of the electricians’ union
may like to know that this year’s

Telephone
01 739 9043
editorial

DA WES concern for the old

annual conference is to be held
abroad. Majorf®a is the favourite
watering place at the moment and an
ETU official is off there within the
next few weeks to sample the delights
of fascist Spain,

The whole operation is being kept
hush hush at the moment because of
an understandable hostility in the
British trade union movement to

‘holding conferences in a country

where unions are banned.
Code name for the project among
ETU officials is the Mafia word for

silence.

THOUGHTS on Sunday’s anti-
Rhodesia settlement march in
London: it seemed a pit that with the
Zimbabwe Africans up off their knees
and fighting the Smith regime that
their spokesman in Trafalgar Square,
Bishop Muzorewa, is urging them to
return to a position of prayer.

Just coincidence, of course, but
the Communist Party contingent on
the march followed representatives of
the Methodist Church, giving some
credence to the old saying that the
British labour movement owes more
to Methodism than to marxism.

Blacked out

THE FULL-PAGE ads in the press on
Monday from John Davies’ Depart-
ment of Lame Ducks telling us how
the power cuts will hit us could not
restrian from the usual reference to
the plight of the old, all suffering at
the hands of the demon miners.

‘There will be some elderly people
who may find it difficult to cope,’ it
said. When there are no mines or
power disputes, of course, elderly
people have a life flowing with milk
and honey. They never die from lack
of heat and cold because warm-
hearted, generous governments pack
their pockets with cash.

As the hysteria increases, remem-
ber the case of the late Albert Clews
of Stoke on Trent. He was a pensioner
with a weak heart. When his bunga-
low was connected to the electricity
supply he was asked to fork out £1
to the board.

He couldn’t pay. Two days before
Christmas, without a miner on strike,

the Midlands Electricity Board dis-
connected his supply and he was
found dead 22 days’ later.

The pathologist said of his death
that ‘chronic pneumonia and hypo-
thermia were contributory factors’.
He forgot to add the Midlands Elec-
tricity Board.

OPENING a speech at a mass meeting
in Stockton High Street to protest at
the government’s projected closure
of nearby Royal Navy Spare Parts
Depot at Eaglescliffe, the area’s right-
wing Labour MP Bill Rodgers said:
‘This is the first time I have been here
since the election.’

Members of his audience can be
forgiven for thinking that his main
complaint against the government’s
unemployment offensive was that it
forced him to show his face in the
high street of his constituency.

Collared

TORY Central Office is now issuing
advice to the assorted rats, blacklegs
and finks who want to benefit from
the Industrial Relations Act by form-
ing breakaway unions.

Mr J McDonald Watson of the
party’s industrial department has
written to a correspondent who
wants to form a new breakaway
union from the white-collar section

of the Transport Workers Union to be §

called the ‘International Computers’
Association’.

Says Mac the Strife: ‘I do not
think there would be much difficulty
in establishing the association provi-
ded vou get sufficient support for the
objects in which you believe’, From
the negotiating angle, he adds, it
would be much better if the associa-
tion were non-political and registered.
For ‘non-political’ read pro-Tory.

Rat race

RACE TODAY, a journal produced
by the Institute of Race Relations, is
in serious danger. Its crime has been
to give voice to the genuine frustra-
tions of black people in Britain and
elsewhere, and to limit the space
available for standard institute
research.

Race Today, in other words, has
reflected the general feeling among
the institute’s staff—that ‘the race
relations industry’ exists more to pro-
tect the jobs and welfare of white
research workers at the expense of
black people’s revolt and expression.

Now the ‘liberals’ in the institute
and in the Race Relations Board hope
to close Race Today down, claiming
in their defence a £9000-a-year loss.

Help save it by subscribing to Race '

Today at £2 a year, from 33 Sackville
Street, London W1. The paper is well
worth the money.

Lr.:
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Union offensive can
bring down Tories

#: THE FARCE of the Wilberforce inquiry marks the turn of
g: the tide. The power cuts are being prolonged an extra week
7 to save Heath's face and for no other reason. But the decision
% has already been taken. The government will settle for what-
sz ever is the smallest amount that the right wing of the NUM
& leadership believe they can sell to the membership. The
2% report of Wilberforce will be tailored accordingly.
i  Before the strike began we wrote: ‘The miners’ fight is a
&5 fight for the interests of every working man and woman in
% the country’. That fight is being won. The government's
4% offensive against working-class living standards is about to
€1 suffer a serious defeat, The need now is to turn that defeat
4 into a decisive one, to go over to the offensive to bring down
¥ this vicious government.
%5 ThHe secret of the miners’ success is a very simple one and a
%2 very old one but one that has to be learned afresh in each
& generation. It is that unity is strength, that given solidarity
= and determination there is no obstacle that organised workers
sy cannot overcome. ‘We are many,” wrote the revolutionary
=y poet Shelley, ‘they are few’, That is as true today as it was
2 when Shelley addressed the workers of his generation. The
% few rule the many by fraud and force, fraud at all times,
o force when they dare.
¢ Iwo incidents point the moral. Last Sunday in London an
kst entirely peaceful—and incidentally quite legal—demonstration
¥2 against the Rhodesia sell-out was set upon by the police and
% broken up. Police provocation and police thuggery produced
% the ‘disorder’ to justify arrests, beatings and court proceedings.
«&  The previous week a massive, militant picket—which was
iz quite illegal according to government spokesman Carr—closed
g% the Saltley coal depot. The police backed down, they made
¢ no attempt to enforce ‘the law’. The reason is transparently
%t clear. The agents of big business feared that they would lose
2¥a if they provoked a fight with 10,000 Birmingham workers
#¢ who were obviously ready to defend the interests of their
fellows. They were reasonably confident that they could get
% away with an unprovoked attack on a much smaller peaceful
1 processmn
The lesson is important at all times but never more so than

' now. The government is about to lose a battle, not the war.
» That goes on. The Tories are hell bent on reducmg that share

: of the wealth that workers produce which actually goes to the
% working class. Unemployment, productivity deals, resistance
?‘5‘ to pay claims, welfare cuts, ‘selectivity’, the ‘fair rents’
swmdle—all are part of thIS pattern.

¢ Carry out decisions

The Tories can be beaten, indeed driven from office, if and
% only if working people as a whole learn from miners and
dewelop the same solidarity, the same determination to resist.
3 i § On the 28th of this month some of the most pernicious
22 provisions of the infamous Industrial Relations Act come

Jlnto effect. Blacking, for example, will be illegal. This law
would cripple us if it could be enforced. It cannot be enforced
f-*i* if there is organised resistance. Just as at Saltley, the ruling
, § class and its agents will back down if they calculate that they
¥« would lose in a confrontation.
_‘ The TUC is formally committed to refuse to cooperate in
:*;f operating the law, indeed in some instances—the Bridlington
t- agreement, for example—to defy the law. That commitment
&% will not be worth the paper it is written on unless militants
gt force the union leaderships—‘left’ and ‘right’ alike—to carry
%4 out the decisions of the Croydon Special Conference and to
& support each and every group of workers that falls foul of -
rs the Industrial Relations Act.
i It is not simply a trade union question. Successful defiance
#2 Of the Industrial Relations Act would be an even bigger blow
#% to the government than the miners breaking of the ‘pay
% norm’. It would be a demonstration that the Tories cannot
&% govern if working people unite to resist the attacks that are
@y being made on them.

&  This is the most reactionary government we have had to
#%; endure since the war. In field after field—massive and growing
28 unemployment, the onslaught on the welfare services—on the
g old, the sick and the poor, the smashing of the postal workers'’
42 strike and the whole strategy of reducing real wages by keep-
%1 ing pay rises below the level of price rises, the murderous
{5 repression in Northern Ireland and many, many other evils—
% all this we have reluctantly accepted as a class.
% |t need not go on. The Tories can be forced to resign.
48 Unity and solidarity can bring them down. Defence against
¥& their attacks must be turned into defiance of their rule. And
&t a working class that is strong enough to throw out Heath and
& his big business friends will be strong enough to prevent a
2 repetition of that miserable sell-out that was the Wilson

& Labour government. |
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