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Council tenants plan strikes to fightTory Ia

RENTS BATTLE
ON ThE BOIL

from the Rent Act have been finally demolished.
Only 40 Labour councils have ignored the dead-
line for issuing notices of increases out of 1200
local councils responsible for housing.

Of the 40,
councils, most of them small housing authorities.

The final collapse of the majority of Labour-
controlled authorities came in Sheffield last week
when the committee planning opposition to
implementing the Act broke up in total confusion.

FOUR MILLION tenants had shock letters
from their councils this week telling them
they will have to pay up to £1 a week
more in rent from 1 October. Midnight
last Sunday was the legal deadline for
councils to give notice of the increases
imposed by the Tories’ vicious ‘Fair Rents’
legislation—the Housmg Finance Act.

by HUGH KERR

More than one million tenants had to pay an
extra 50p a week from April. Now more than
five million face the start of a spiral that will
double rents in the next four years, followed by
regular increases every year after that.

For the majority of tenants, any last lingering
hopes that Labour councils would protect them

TUC: the carthorse

TuC de!egares vo r.rng toeing the line—but what line?

turns a cartwheel

HEADY DAYS you might think at
this week s TUC—32 unions suspended
for defying Congress policy, a boycott
of the NIRC, and the ‘left’, it is said,
firmly in control.

But if you want to understand the
meaning of the decisions taken, cast aside
the commercial newspapers and other
official versions of the events, and borrow
microscope, preferably highpowered. For
behind the speechifying, the mixture is
very much as before.

Concerned at the spinelessness and
duplicity of the General Council of which
he is a member, Hugh Scanlon once again
had to come to the Congress floor. His
union’s motion on the Industrial Relations
Act envisaged a boycott of the employers’
court, called for Congress discipline to be
applied to any defaulters and insisted on
solidarity with threatened unions.

But the AUEW move also includes
provision for payment of fines imposed by
the NIRC from a special fund. Even that
well-known cheque signer Jack Jones
managed to agree with this formulation.

LAURIE FLYNN: Brighton

It is a shoddy patch-up, allowing the
manoeuverers of the TUC's permissive
society to continue business as usual. And
this allegedly militant formulation leaves
the majority on the General Council happy
in the thought that their basic approach
remains unchallenged.

In between Congresses they have the
power ‘to decide the wvarying tactics
required’ albeit ‘within the framework of
Congress policy’.

Little or nothing about the Congress
gives you even a whiff of the struggle that
has gone on, is going on, in the world
outside. You would never have thought
five trade unionists had been jailed. More
importantly, you would never guess how
and by whom they were set free.

In his opening presidential address,
George Smith of UCATT himself under-

lined the point: ‘We must never imagine
that we are an alternative form of
government.” Smith was at pains to
underline that the doors to talks with
Heath and his fellow bandits in the CBI are
welded back in the open position.

Jack Jones, too,.is happy, though a
little sad about the way the captains of the
TUC are currently being treated at those
talks: ‘How can you expect the unions to
sit with the government and deal with the
country’s key economic problems when
they are regarded as second-class citizens.
And worse, treated as second-class citizens,’
he asked the huge audience of 70 people
who had come to hear him and Wedgwood
Benn address a Tribune meeting. ‘This Act
has debased the law of the land,” he added.

There is no official intention to take
on this government. The leadership of the
TUC has successfully insured that any such

Turn to back page

the majority are Scottish local

Only half the committee’s 21 members
bothered to attend and some of them
represented councils that had decided to
sell out their pledges to fight the legislation.

Sheffield and Stevenage councils then
threw in the towel, leaving only one big
city authority left in England that is still
voicing opposition,

That is Birmingham —and Labour leaders
there have made it clear that if the govern-
ment watersdown the increase slightly they
will implement it.

InLondon, only Camden council is still
refusing to bring in the increases.

Those Labour councils that do stick out
and fight the Act all the way must receive
full support from the' labour movement,
including pledges of support of industrial
action to stop fmes, jail threats and the
imposition government-appointed
Housing Commlssmners to force thml:El
the increase. Strike action by unions in
public sector, including town hall clerical
staff, could stop the Tories in their tracks.

SUPPORT

But in most parts of the country it is the
tenants alone who will have to lead and
organise the opposition to the savage
increases. Already the tenants” movement
is at its most active ever.

" In dozens of towns and cities, tenants’
organisations are pledged to rent strikes in
October. In many areas, the tenants are
actively supported by local trade unions
and pledges of industrial action if tenants
on rent strike are threatened with legal
action.

It is the task of every socialist, tenant
and trade unionist between now and
October to develop the tenants’ movement
to the highest possible pitch.

Mass meetings must be held on every
estate to plan the fight against the increases.
Leaflets and posters should be produced
calling for support.

The local trade union movement
must be closely involved in every
area. Above all, a militant strategy
must be adopted that can defeat the
rises,

by a rent strike. Every local trade
union branch should pledge industrial
action to support the tenants.

The miners and the dockers
have shown that the Tories can
be defeated by the organised
strength of the working class.
The rents battle can be won,
too, if tenants and trade
unionists plan for action NOW.
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On page 5, a powerful indictment
by VINCENT FLYNN, general
secretary of SOGAT, the print
union:

Heath, Powell and Wilson

support unemployment,
They, and the society they
uphold, created it. And now that
it suits them they are crying false
tears over the plight of the human
beings they themselves fling on
the scrapheap and they are doing
this because they know racialism
and fear are powerful weapons
for undermining the growi
strength of the organised
working class.

PLUS

A rebuttal of the poisonous lies
of racist politicians like Enoch
Powell by IAN BIRCHALL —also
page 5

PLUS

A demolition job on the lying
and twisting of facts by the
Daily Express in RON KNOWLES’
Spike column.

ALSO

LAURIE FLYNN investigating
the prisons revolt and MIKE
COOLEY, executive councillor of
the supervisors’ union TASS, on
the computer threat to jobs.

ALL

In the paper with the best news
and analysis for the working-class
struggle against the Tories and
their system. The paper that on

28 OCTOBER

will expand to a regular 16 pages
a week, with an even better news
and analysis service.

YOU know you can't afford to

miss Socialist Worker, Have you
told your workmates?

Every rent increase must be met

LONDON IS MEMBERS
THIS FRIDAY

(8 September)

Tory mineority on Ealing council is
moving motion at emergency council
meeting urging the government to force
Asians not to settle in Ealing.

Protest demonstration outside Town
Hall from 6pm. Called by Communist
Party, Indian Workers Association,
Ealing AUEW No 3, Ealing Community
Relations Council and West London
branches of the International Socialists.

All IS members to give maximum
support.
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WORLD NEWS

Police link with chain of brothels exposed

CORRUPTION YEAR is reaching its
height in France, too. The latest
scandal to be exposed is the network
of prostitution in the Lyons region—a
network in which the local police
force is intimately entangled.
Brothels are illegal in France, but
some of the most respectable citizens
of Lyons have been making fat profits
out of the business—including chains
of brothels along the motorways.
The chain that did best was the
one in which a former head of the
vice squad and one of his officers had

BRITAIN
GAVE
AFRICA
RACISM

PRESIDENT Idi Amin’s plan to expel thousands
of people of Asian descent from Uganda is
having repercussions elsewhere in Africa.

Racist propagandists broadcasting from Southern
Africa have gleefully quoted the British press con-
demning the Ugandan leader as a ‘black racialist’.

Kenya, Tanzania and Zambia have
all taken some kind of action against
non-citizen Asian businessmen. There-
fore, they say, African nationalist
movements as such are simply another
form of tyranny no better than
apartheid.

This outlook ignores the role
played by British imperialism in
planting the Asians in Africa as a
class of shopkeepers and small
businessmen. It also ignores the real
issue, which is the continued domina-
tion by imperialism of supposedly
independent countries.

In the 1890s, a prominent British
imperialist, a friend and colleague of
Cecil Rhodes and British Consul to
Mozambique, Sir Harry H. Johnston,
explained Britain’s strategy for tropi-
cal Africa. It should, he said, ‘be
ruled by whites, developed by Indians,
worked by blacks’.

Johnston wused Indian troops to
crush African resistance to colonisa-
tion. This military ‘pacification’ was
eventually to establish Rhodes’
British South Africa Company as
ruler by royal mandate over vast
tracts of Africa. Johnston also en-
couraged immigration of Sikhs and
other Asians to serve as policemen
and traders.

shares. They were able to get rival
businesses closed down on false
reports, buy them up cheaply and
reopen them. Other brothel owners
were ‘just good friends’ with the local
police superintendent and a Gaullist
parliamentary deputy, M Charret.
The conduct of these localworthies
during the recent inquiry is worse
than the sordid nature of the racket
itself. The former superintendent, M
Javilliey, who has now been arrested,
tried to cover up the evidence in a
murder case four years ago to hide his

by Norah Carlin

connection with the night club (called
Le Fetich’s Club) where it happened.
The deputy Charret, called upon
to explain his longstanding relation-
ship with a local madame, claimed
that he had visited her house out of
charity to her deaf-and-dumb son.
Last year he raised a parliamentary
question about the corruption of
French youth by sex boutigues.

special report
from Lusaka, Zambia

Meanwhile the European settlers
grabbed land and mineral rights,
turning African peasants into landless
labourers forced to work cheaply
for them. Asians gained a virtual
monopoly of retail trading and were
treated as equals in many respects
by European adminstrators.

With a few individual exceptions,
the Asians in East and Central
Africa remained opposed to African
nationalism right up to independence.

SYMBOL

In Zambia during the 1950s, the
African Nationalist movement, led
by people like Kaunda, launched a
massive campaign to boycott shops
which enforced a colour bar. Many
Asian as well as European-owned
shops served Africans only through
a hatch on to the pavement.

Although the real economic power
lay elsewhere, it is not surprising
that oppressed Africans often saw
the trader as a more immediate

symbol of exploitation, with his high
prices and stiff credit terms.

Britain’s African colonies have
achieved political independence
without a social revolution. The

political and administrative apparatus
was simply handed over to the leader-
ship of the local nationalist move-
ment. Kaunda recalls in his auto-
biography how he brought the in-
dependence constitution home from
Whitehall in his briefcase.

Since then, in Zambia and else-
where, reforms, which were supposed
to alter colonial patterns of wealth
distribution, have benefitted mainly
a small minority of bureaucrats and
businessmen. For the majority, the
alternatives are still to scratch a
mere existence from the soil, or
jostle with the urban unemployed
looking for work at the factory gates.

In this situation, it matters little
whether the shopkeeper charging ex-
orbitant prices is black, white or
brown.

Even where foreign companies have
been ‘S1 per cent nationalised’, the
big moguls are not worried as they
can still repatriate their share of the
profits, and collect handsome
compensation.

The local prefect, responsible for
police affairs, .stated that there was
not a single member of the police
force in whom he did not have the
utmost confidence. (Does the phrase
have a familiar ring about it?) He
described the affair as an empty
bubble blown up by journalists and
although he retired or suspended
several officers he vigorously asserted
their innocence.

Two weeks after his statement
several of these ex-officers and some
still working were arrested by order

A Ugandan Asian woman and her child being met by a friend at Heathrow
Airport, London

of the inquiry judge.

The prefect also complained about
the shortcomings of the law on
prostitution, but added that he
thought the practice unavoidable in
Lyons, because it has so many un-
married immigrant workers, especially
North Africans.

Most North African workers in
France live on meagre wages, in
appalling shanty towns, are the main
target of French racialism—and now
stand accused of providing a
temptation to the police to make

- shady profits!

The Lyons prostitutes themselves
have been driven from their ‘hotels’
on to the streets, to be constantly
harassed by officious policemen
anxious to prove they are not corrupt.
Their attempt to demonstrate against
this sudden increase in vigilance by
those who turned a blind eye to their
employers was broken up.

The case has shown more than the
French middle class cares to see
exposed. There is the hypocrisy of
the law: no one imagines Lyons to be
the only place where brothels exist,
and for this to be possible police
corruption is essential.

But the extent to which the up-
holders of law and order are prepared
to lie to defend their shady friends is
an ever greater embarrassment, as
every day new evidence exposes last
week’s big lie.

Legal robbery

A QUIRK in the law of Michigan, the
American state which includes Detroit,
has robbed 22,000 jobless workers of 13
weeks of unemployment benefit. Where
the rate of ‘insured unemployment’ is more
than 6.5 per cent, workers should receive
13 weeks extra benefit after the six months
of normal benefit runs out.
Unemployment in Michigan is 10.3 per
cent and rising, but so many workers have
been out of work for a long time that nearly
half are no longer insured—so ‘insured
unemployment’ is below 6.5 per cent.

RAUL SENDIC, the founder and leader of
the Tupamaros, was wounded and
captured by the Uruguayan police on 1
September. This has come after months of
a hysterical 'war against subversion’, in
which the government has used the most
brutal means in order to smash the
Tupamaros.

It seems the government also intends
to beat the Uruguayan working class into
submission. Several militants unconnected
with the Tupamaros have been imprisoned
and tortured. Two trade unionists, Luis
Batalla and Juan Fachinelli, were killed at
the end of July while in detention.

BISHOP GONZALES of Puno in Peru has
been forced to resign by the Vatican,
apparently because of pressure by the rest
of the Peruvian hierarchy. In an interview
with a Catholic magazine, he said that
otherbishops had spread gossip about him,
calling him ‘unbalanced, mad, a womaniser,
an intellectual and a rebel.”

The bishop’s chief sin seems to have
been that he took an interest in the
welfare of Indians in his diocese. Well over
80 per cent of the population of Peru s
native Indian. He encouraged schemes for
improving their agricultural technigue and

Chile: The downward spiral continues

by Vic Richards

AS THE Chilean experience’
continues its downward spiral,
parliamentary socialism in Chile is
creeping, not towards socialism, but
to -a pathetic defeat whenever next
there is an election.

The latest round started in Argentina,
when 29 guerrillas escaped from Rawson
prison (Patagonia) in mid-August. They
took Trelew airport, and 10 of them flew
to Chile in a hijacked plane.

The remaining 19 surrendered to the
armed forces, after freeing the 60 hostages
they had held. They were taken to the
navy barracks, where 16 were machine-
gunned to death a few days later, “while
tr to escape’.

y?[l'ie arrival of 10 hijackers from
il:Fentma seeking political asylum landed
ende’s Popular Unity government in an
extremely ught corner. Chile’s economic
and legal ties with her more powerful

neighbour made it most expedient to send
the hijackers back.

The Communist Party pressed for this,
in part to avoid any conflict with
Argentina’s military rulers, in part to
inflict a moral defeat on Chile’s ‘ultra left’
(the revolutionaries). The right-wing parties
supported this. As the Communist Party
is one of the two big government parties,
there was enormous pressure on Allende,
who sat on the fence.

The murder of the 16 guerrillas
strengthened the campaign by the left for
the 10 hijlckers to be flown to Cuba, as
almost certain death would await them

ntma.
ende’s own reputation as a ‘peace-
ful revolutlonary was at stake. So he
chose to comply with the wishes of the
left (including the vast majority of his
Socialist Party) and the hijackers were
put on a plane to Cuba. ;

Since then the Chilean rl%!lt wing—
in particular the fascist gro atherland
and Liberty’—has been tlurstmg for revenge.

Left-wing and right-wing demon-
strations were to take place simultaneously
in the town of Concepcion on 30 August.
The governor, Vladimir Chavez (a leading
member of the Communist Party), banned
the right-wing demonstration in an effort
to purge himself for his actions in May
when, faced with a similar situation, he
banned both demonstrations. Fighting
nevertheless broke out and the riot police
was let loose upon the socialists alone,
killing 2 member of the revolutionary MIR.

Emergency

On 30 August, the left-wing demon-
stration came under attack by groups of
right-wing thugs. The police intervened
and one policeman was killed and two
injured. But the day ended in a shoot-out
between the police and the left. The police
claim' that a group of socialists opened
fire on a passing police bus, so they
returned fire and wounded nine.

They then laid seige to the local head-

quarters of the Socialist Party, where
about 200 left-wingers had fled. A state
of e e:gency was then declared.

The police account is just not believable:
they were sent in against the right-wing,
not the demonstrators. The only reason for
the socialists to have opened fire would
have been in self-defence—the incidents
were probably a successful provocation by
the fascists.

What this shows is that, whatever the
circumstances, the riot ﬁoﬁce will always
make socialists and wor
quite literally.

The ruling class in Chile is increasingly
confident, and is resis even the smallest
of rei‘orms. The armed forces of the state
are taking orders not from their nominal
superiors, but from their real masters, the
owners of private property. Even the blind
should be able to see the idiocy of
believing that socialism can be achieved
through the ballot box—but Chile’s par-

« liamentary socialists continue to dig their

OWnR graves.

ers their targets,

cutting illiteracy, and aiso took a course in
sociology at Lima University.

The Jast straw came when he attempted
to set up a seminary to train Indian
priests—when the Vatican heard about it
the promised financial aid failed to arrive.

‘South Americans’, the bishop says,
‘are not going to tolerate much longer the
oppression from the United States, nor the
oppression from certain “systems’ which
we in the church have accepted.”

AN ITALIAN court has now indicted two
members of the MSI, a neo-fascist organis-
ation, with responsibility for the bomb
explosion in a Milan bank in 1969 which
killed several people.

The anarchist Valpreda is still charged
with the same offence, despite the new
evidence. He has been in prison for 33
months, and the case has been conducted
in an atmosphere of violence and repression.
A key witness against Valpreda died
suddenly. The anarchist Pinelli fell, was
pushed or threw himself from a police
station window during the investigation.

The case was moved from Milan to
Rome as popular demonstrations in
Valpreda's favour grew in Milan.

During this time the left-wing press has
repeatedly exposed the lies of the police,
and has built up a damning case against the
two fascist suspects, as the court was
forced to admit.

The Italian legal system works by
delay—more than half the prisoners in
Italian jails are there awaiting trial after
the preliminary indictment. When either
of these trials will be held is anybody’s
guess.

IN FRANCE 21 babies have died from
the effects of a talcum powder containing
the poisonous anti-septic hexachlorophane.

An official American report last year
made known the dangers of hexa
chlorophane. British manufecturérs with-
drew their baby products containing it
(though not their vaginal deodorants),
because many mothers refused to buy
them. But at the same time they stated
that it was all a false panic, because small
concentrations of hexachlorophane are
harmless.

Small concentrations (under one per
cent] may be harmless, but a batch of
French talcum powder made this year
contained six per cent.



Under the bridge

HEADLINES in the press: Immigrant
Flood May Force Ban, Fear of Panic
Rush, Immigrants Pour In.

No, they didn’t appear in the
papers in the last week. They are four
years’ old. They were written at the
time of the arrival of the Asians
expelled from Kenya in 1968.

The same deliberate choice of
highly-charged words—flood, rush,
pour in—designed to whip up fear
and frustration. The campaign was
successful for a brief time, diverting
the attention of millions to the
prospect of the ‘alien hordes’
descending on our green and pleasant
land.

And yet, despite the furore stirred
up by the press, we'd bet a pound to
a penny that most people who are
now concerned, to the exclusion of
all else, with the question of the
Ugandan Asians, have forgotten the
scares and outrage of 1968.

Simply because, when the dust
had settled, most people found that
the problems that had faced them for
years remained but were not in any
way made worse by the arrival of
people whose total number could not
even manage to make up 1 per cent
of the population.

From 1965 to date, 71,000 East
African Asians have arrived here and
official figures from the Community
Relations Commission show that the
majority found jobs within six weeks
and few were unemployed for more
than six months. They were quickly
snatched up by industries that were
short of labour, such as textiles.

Now identical headlines scream
the same message about an even tinier
number of people. Next time you're
badgered by somebody worried about
the Ugandan Asians, ask them what
their chief worry was in 1968—and
see if they even remember the ‘flood’
that ‘poured in’ then. More likely
that they’ll name prices, rents, fares,
wages as their main concern.

BILL PRITCHETT ordered some ties
from a mail order firm, the simple
sort of thing that thousands do every
day. But Mr Pritchett is a man witha .
difference—he is a miner and asked

Telephone
01 739 9043
editorial

ALL YouR
ToNSILS NEED
Is A good
REST...
MR Powecc
—)
N
7 }
ey ‘ 5 .
(& Nocu JEPONT. |
FL’
iy
i g aenra i n, T T
i J iR
it T e 1 1818 91 Vg 08

minisire de

Edouard Heath Premier
I'impérialisme britannique,
les mains.

OUR French comrades who publish the
paper Lutte Ouvriere (Workers’ Struggle)
have an understandable difficulty in
distinguishing between the two leaders of
the main British political parties. The
picture and caption appeared in the latest
edition, illustrating a piece on the Ugandan
Asians. Caption says that Heath (!} is
washing his hands of the problem. Fair
enough—but he’d better not wash his face
in case the disguise comes off.

s'en lave

the firm to send the ties to his wife’s
working address, the Nottinghamshire
area office of the miners’ union. He
got a letter from the firm refusing his
order on the grounds that the miners’
strike was ‘a disgrace to civilisation’.

Four-letter ed

JOURNALISTS on the Manchester
Evening News were expecting some-
thing of an intellectual tussle when
they entered into negotiations for a
new wages and hours agreement. Not
only is their editor, Brian Redhead,
an advocate of moderation in
industrial relations, but this
Cambridge-educated trendy is well
known for his appearances on the
BBC as compere of highbrow
philosophical discussion programmies.

So it was something of a surprise
that when the journalists’ steward
delivered the chapel’s proposals, Mr
Redhead greeted him with the phrase:
*Thank you. Now fuck off.’

Consequent negotiations were
somewhat bitter and for several days
not a typewriter stirred as journalists
held extended chapel meetings to
consider the full import of Mr
Redhead’s message.

Come again?

REMEMBER Phan Thi Kim Phuc, the
nine-years-old Vietnamese girl
pictured on front pages in June as she
ran screaming in pain and naked -
down a Highway when she and other
children were mistakenly bombed by
a South Vietnam plane dropping
napalm?

Kim Phuc was horribly burned by
napalm on her back, neck and arms
skin grafts

at a hospital in Saigon. But, explains
a reporter in the Boston Globe, she

is really a lucky girl. For her hospital
alone has 50 children and adults even
more distressingly injured by napalm,
fragmentation bombs, shells and
mysterious diseases that eat away the
skin and bones.

Maybe they are worse off than
little Kim Phuc. But to describe her
as ‘lucky’ would indicate that not
only have the Americans decimated
Vietnam but they have also turned
the English language on its head.

BRYN JONES, Labour Correspondent
of the Daily Mirror, has something of
a reputation as a ‘radical’ in Fleet -
Street and that reputation helped
elect him to the executive of the
journalists’ union. Just how radical
he is can be gauged from his response
to a demand at last Friday's meeting
of the NUJ leadership that the union

members on strike at the International 2

Publishing Corporation should
receive strike benefit. No, said
Brother Bryn, don’t give 'em strike
pay—tell them to go to social security.
The Daily Mirror is owned by the
International Publishing Corporation.

Discredited

A NUMBER of banking whizz-kids
have been taken on by the poor old
Co-op Bank in a bid to gloss up its
image and grab some more business
from the powerful capitalist banks.
Their first move has created a storm
of protest from customers who have
received letters telling them that the
Co-op has linked up with Barclays
Bank to produce a Co-op version of
the Barclaycard credit scheme.

The high-powered City gents now
easing into the top chairs at the bank
overlooked a simple fact that a lot of
people on the left prefer to bank with

the Co-op because it has some tenuous

connection with the labour movement.
Now one angry co-operator,
Raymond Hutchinson, has put the
following resolution on the agenda of
the October meeting of the London
Co-operative Society: ‘This members’
meeting, being aware that Barclays

Bank is a supporter of apartheid South

Africa, protests at the association of
the Co-operative Bank with the
Barclaycard scheme. It calls on the
board to use its influence with the
CWS to cancel this arrangement,’

TAXPAYERS worried about footing
the bill for workers withdrawing their
labour and asking for some of their
own contributions back in the form
of social security for their families
may care to note that a group of MPs
is.soon to tour Europe on an official
trip of Common Market countries. In
addition to their £90-a-week salary,
they will also pocket £35 & day each

&
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| Taking the

pressure off

i IN SPITE of all the sound and fury about the Industrial
! Relations Act at this week’s Trades Union Congress, the joint
43 CBI-TUC ‘Conciliation and Arbitration Service” is to go ahead.
i This fact tells us more about the real attitudes of the TUC
bosses than any amount of denunciation of the Act.

na"' For Vic Feather and his friends the Industrial Relations

Act is a nuisance because it makes it more difficult for them
o8 to get on with the serious business of class collaboration.
However, honest Vic takes the view that difficulties are
made to be overcome. Scarcely had the five imprisoned
dockers shaken the dust of Pentonville off their boots when
. the TUC representatives were wining and dining again with
the chiefs of the giant monopolies that dominate Britain, in

§& order to sew up their scheme for what the General Council

3 Report calls "the promotion and maintenance of industrial

. peace’.
% Jack Jones and Hugh Scanlon are among those running the
% 'Service'.
Even that long-standing and incorrigible right-winger Jim
%8 Conway, general secretary of. the AUEW, professes to be
® shocked. Setting up the service, he writes in his union’s

! journal, has taken the pressure off the government at a time
when, from the unions’ standpoint, it should have been
maintained.

Absolutely right. We have no illusions about Conway's.

b motives, but the fact that he, rather than the well-known
‘lefts’, should be the one 1o point this simple and absolutely
indisputable truth speaks volumes about the reliance that can
be placed on the ‘left wing’ when it comes to a real fight.

Certainly, the disciplining of those unions who openly
defied Congress decisions in order to collaborate with the
government is a welcome step forward. Without it, there
would be many more defaulters.

Certainly the AUEW motion re-affirming the boycott of '
the NIRC and calling for solidarity action in support of
victimised workers and unions deserves support even though
it provides loopholes for retreat.

But the fact remains that the Jones-Scanlon-supported
‘Conciliation and Arbitration Service” is a fundamental retreat.
The idea that somehow deals with the employers can paralyse
the government offensive against living standards and work-
shop organisation is nonsense.

! The government intervenes in industry disputes in support
t of the employers. The government is the agent of the employ-
ing class. Is *. necessary to remind Brother Jones and Brother
¥ Scanlon that big business finances the Tory Party and that he
who pays the piper calls the tune? The “Service’ will be used,
as even Jim Conway recognises, to get the government off the
hook when it is in trouble.
i And worse trouble is coming. Make no mistake about it.
%% The National Institute of Economic and Social Research
report on the economy proves that inflation is about to hot
up and that, without massive wage increases, workers' real
incomes are going to fall.

There is a grim winter ahead. The fight against the Industrial
Relations Act is part and parcel of the struggle for jobs and
wages. It is a struggle against the employers as well as the state.
And it is a struggle that cannot be avoided unless we are
prepared to accept the loss of many of the gains workers have
made in the last 20 years.

Conciliation and arbitration are, at best, a means of saving
the face of employers when the strength and militancy of
organised workers have forced the bosses to concede demands.
More commonly they are weapons in the employers’ armoury,
used to deceive and confuse workers.

Public funds scandal

. THE JUDGES’ decision to pay out of public funds the costs of ‘private
prosecutor’ Bennion in the Hain conspiracy trial is a scandal, a clear
3 indication of the political views of the judge and an invitation to other
¥ enemies of civil liberties and the working-class movement to resort to
tactics of legal harassment and intimidation.
d Bear in mind that Bennion has not only received white South African
finance to help in his disgusting antics. He is also a proven organiser of
scabs, Apart from his, probahly empty, threat to bring ‘conspiracy’
charges against leaders of the National Union of Mineworkers, Bennion
has been an active promoter, indeed the president at one time, of an
avowed strike-breaking organisation.

At the time of the teachers’ strikes of 1970 this would-be Tory
candidate organised a ‘Professional Association’ of teachers whose
admitted object was blacklegging.

P It must be admitted that the left was slow to recognise the real

'5:53“‘, menace of the Hain prosecution. That must not be allowed to happen
2% again. The background and motives of people like Bennion must be well
and truly exposed. Future political prosecutions of the type he has been
1 involved in must be greeted with such a storm of protest that they

| become too costly to proceed with.
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THERE is a racist crudity about
the Daily Express that is fascinat-
ing in its nastiness. In fact its
form is a supreme example of Fleet
Street's unique capacity to smother
facts with opinion to produce
poisonous propaganda.

The Express handling of the
Uganda Asians story has been
text book stuff. The facts may be
muddled, but the technigque is
starkly clear.

The application of emotive
words in strident headlines pro-
duces a ready atmosphere in which
primitive fears can be exploited to
manipuiate a problem into a
‘erisis’.

Selective facts buttress an argu-
ment while those features that
underrnine it are conveniently
ignored. Possibilities and probabil-
ities become cast-iron certainties

THE Leicester branch of the Indian
Workers' Association is appalled at
the way in which the current situation
is being exploited to encourage racist
attitudes, and to increase the
insecurity among immigrants in this
city.

It is clear that the British government
is solely responsible for the fact that.a
large number of Asians have to leave
Uganda at the present time. They have
been aware that this would happen since
1968, and their policy towards applicants
for admission to Britain since that time
has been to delay these as long as possible.

If they had accepted applications in
larger numbers throughout this period,
there would have been no emergency
situation now, and President Amin might
not have had to take the decision to expel
Asians. His action has been forced by the
British government’s policy to delay
admissions to Britain for as long as possible.

The Leicester City Council’s statements
of concern about the strain on the social
services have inflamed public attitudes into
hostility against the Ugandan Asians who
may wish to settle here. These statements
have been irresponsible and have ignored
several important facts:

That in the period 1962-65, there was
amuch larger settlement of Commonwealth
citizens in Leicester, but there was no
special provision made by local government
for the settlement of these numbers, the
responsibility for this being taken entirely
by the relatives, friends and organisation
of the established immigrant community.

That in 1972, the Ugandan Asians will
look primarily to their friends and
relatives for assistance and reject the idea
of depending on public assistance.

That during the political crisis in
Hungary and Czechoslovakia, thousands of
white immigrants entered this country,
many of them to Leicester, and there were
no emergency arrangements for them, no
public hysteria, and apparently no
insurmountable strain on the social services.

The numerous public estimates which
have been publicised in Leicester of the
numbers of Ugandan Asians who may
arrive in Leicester have no basis in fact.

We appeal to the Indian leaders of the
British Asian Welfare Society to make no
more statements about numbers of arrivals
which cannot be substantiated. These only
impress the racists in this city who are
using this evidence to inflame racial hatred
making the climate of this city one of
hostility rather than one of hospitality.

We would also like to add that the same
leaders who have quoted numbers of
houses available are in fact playing with
the unfortunate British Ugandan Asian
immigrants because they are at the same
time occupied as estate agents, brokers and
landlords and expect to make a good
profit in the course of making accommo-
dation available.

We would therefore appeal to ordinary
Asian families not to let these new arrivals
be exploited by the unscrupulous and to
offer whatever help they can in their own
homes.—MOHINDER FARMA, Secretary,
Leicester branch IWA.

The cancer

IN the first-page article ‘Racist Bid to
Split Workers’ (2 September) you fail to
tackle why immigration is not a problem
(at least the problem of the working
class) and how the ruling class cynically
uses immigration and immigration controls
for its own benefit, how there was no
‘problem’ in the 1950s when there was
mass immigration and how Powell as a
minister  sanctioned such immigration
because there was a labour shortage.

You then give a list of facts and say
that more people leave Britain than enter
each year. So what? The logic of that is
that if more people entered than left im-
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RON KNOWLES'
EYE ON THE PRESS
TR SIS

to shore up the case and assump-
tions then constructed on this
flimsy foundation. The ‘ifs’ and
‘buts’ of analysis are swept aside
by the tide of indignant assump-
tions.

We've seen it all from the
Express. The paper has been really
pulling out the stops. In successive

LETTERS

migration controls would be reasonable.

You say that immigrants take less not
more from the social services. Again the
same logic applies. You also imply that the
social services therefore belong to us.

They don’t, they belong to the few
rich parasites who live on our backs. What
gains we do have have been gained by us
fighting to obtain them but their running
is not our problem. The social services are
part of the state and they are used to try
and break strikes. ;

1t is vitally important that the racialist
and fascist scum which is reappearing on
our streets is driven off now while there is
time. Racialism is the cancer of the work-
ing class. It is necessary that IS and other
revolutionary oups OIganise a mass
demonstration in London like the anti-
internment and Vietnam marches to
demonstrate in favour of the Asians coming
in and against all immigration controls
and we should physically break up other
racialist marches.

We cannot leave the running to the

racialists. We must smash the attempt of the
National Front and other nazis to divide
an otherwise healthy working class.-TONY
GREENSTEIN, Liverpool 8.
@ Socialist Worker’s statement of aims
says we are opposed to restrictions on
immigration. We quoted facts and figures
on immigration and the social services in
order to counter the lies and distortions
of racists and the press. It is nonsense to
say that we would be in favour of restric-
tions if immigration was greater than
emigration.-EDITOR.

TROTSKYS
HISTORY OF
THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION

 VOLUMEONE

editions—25 and 26 August—and
then again on 4 September, it gave
over both its front page lead
story and the Opinion column to
the issue.

‘No right’

Over a Chapman Pincher by-
line we were treated to a story
headed Express Reveals the
Astonishing Facts—No Need to
Let Them In. The story went on
to explain that under UK law
the Asians had no automatic right
of entry to Britain, but under
international law there was an
obligation for Britain to take in
their citizens denied a home else-
where. Pincher cited chapter and
verse.

He then went on with a com-
pletely unsubstantiated piece of
personal opinionising, saying that

INFLAMING OPINION

The following letter was sent in the

first instance to the industrial corres-
pondents of the national newspapers.
AT its most recent meeting, the Magazine
and Book Branch Committee of the
National Union of Journalists discussed
the current building workers’ strike and
press reporting of it. This is a familiar
subject for our branch of the union as it
organises the vast majority of trade and
technical journals including those covering
construction.

What concerns the M and B Committee
is the inadequate and often downright
inaccurate press reporting which is sadly
becoming an everyday event in such
strikes. In construction this is a particularly
bitter pill for any serious trade union
organised journalist to swallow.

For example, last Sunday (27 August)
a front page story in the Sunday Times
portrayed a situation where the ‘taxpayers’
are subsidising building strikers through

‘The language of the
civilised nations has
clearly marked off two
epochs in the develop-
ment of Russia. Where
the aristocratic culture
introduced into world
parlance such barbar-
isms as czar, pogrom,
knout, Octaber has
internationalised such
words as Bolshevik,
soviet . . . This alone
justifies the proletarian
revolution, if you
imagine it needs justifi-
cation’—=Trotsky.

Three volumes, 50p each, post and packing 7p per volume, 15p the three

IS BOOKS, 6 Cottons Gardens, London E2 8DN

A gold for the Express—for racist poison

he was convinced that this did
not apply to the Asians and any-
way the government ought not
allow international law to super-
sede national law where they con-
flicted. After all, he said, Amin
didn’t.

Such were the ‘astonishing
facts’.  Unfortunately  regular
Express readers are hardly
schooled in distinguishing where
the facts end and Chapman Pincher
begins.

Pincher even managed to intro-
duce an elitist principle into the
whole affair. If Canada was able
to ‘skim off the best and the
healthiest’ of the Asians that they
were willing to accept then Britain
would have to take ‘the lower
grade immigrants’.

The story under the headline
Open House was clearly designed

IAN

sacial security payments. The report missed
the elementary point that social security is
funded by, among others, the building
workers who are currently on strike. They
have both a legal and moral right to claim
while they are on strike.

If one is serious about who the tax-
payer is subsidising one really has to look
at the employers. It is estimated that
300,000 non-unionised building workers
are employed on the ‘lump’, i.e. nominally
self employed. Both employers and men
avoid paying insurance contributions and
men pay no tax.

Employers conspire to get workers to
flout the law in pursuit of short term high
earnings. The ‘lump’ system has been delib-
erately spread over Britain by the employ-
ers as one way to break trade unionism, and
also to avoid any statytory obligation to
workers for accident compensation.

Organised trade unionists in construc-
tion are fighting actively to end this
iniquitous system where the most basic
social responsibilities are abandoned. The
press says little or nothing about the
matter.

Construction is the most dangerous of
all British industries; one building worker
is killed every working day of the year,
hundreds more are maimed or injured. The
press seldom asks why.

Perhaps most disturbing of all is the
claim that the building workers' target
of £30 for 35 hours is inflationary. This is
nonsense. Building employers are perfectly
willing to pay some men twice that, either
through the ‘lump’ or a dubious bonus
scheme. The reason they will not concede
£30 for 35 hours has more to do with
politics and power. Low basic wages en-
able employers to keep the whip hand on
the workforce.

Most laughable of all is the claim that
house prices will rise if building workers
are paid more. House prices have ris_en
dramatically as a direct result of the policies
of successive governments. In parts of
London new house prices have risen by up
to 76 per cent in the past year, while
building workers’ pay has been unchanged.

Yet it is true that contractors will pass
an the cost of the building workers’ pay
settlement. That is inevitable in a profit
motive system; it is no argument against
meeting the claim in full.

The Magazine and Book Branch Com-
mittee does not enjoy sending out letters
like this. We do so out of a sense of soli-
darity with our fellow trade unionists in
struggle and out of the concern for the
ready way journalists can be forced, often
in asubtle way, to be propagandists for the
employer. We urge you to resist any such
pressures-ROSALINE KELLY, Branch
Chairman, JOHN COATES, Committee
Member.

to add to the distress of Express
readers worried by the prospect
of a black neighbour and
thoroughly terrified by the possi-
bility of a ‘lower grade’ black

neighbour.
Medals

Pincher selects his words with
the care that some people select
their neighbours. The arrival of
the Asians he describes as ‘a flow’
(nice connatations of a black tide
sweeping in to take over jobs,
houses, schools, etc).

The Express, | should make it
clear, is not alone in this technique
but if we were handing out gold
medals | think that Pincherand
his colleagues would be first on
the rostrum. The difficulty would
be in awarding the silver and
bronze.

Eight on
political
trial call
for funds

IN PROGRESS now at the Old Bailey is a
trial which has become known as the Stoke
Newington Eight Conspiracy trial. Eight
young people are charged with ‘conspiring
together with Jack Prescott and persons
unknown’ to cause explosions. The
prosecution alleges these eight are the
nucleus of the Angry Brigade. However
they have all pleaded not guilty.

The trial has already been going 10
weeks. After an adjournment over August,
it recommenced on 5 September and is
expected to last another three months at
least. For a trial of this length and
complexity a lot of money is essential. But
while the prosecution is able to command
all the resources it requires, the eight
defendants are severely handicapped by
lack of funds. -

The state can mobilise resources
ex tensive enough to meet any requirement.
Compared to this the defendants are
encountering difficulties far in excess of
those normally met with. Initially they
were not even able to brief any top
counsel. Partly asa result of this several of
the defendants are defending themselves.

All but one of these have been denied
bail and are consequently attempting to
combatdifficultand complex charges from
the isolation of their prison cells. They
have few facilities for consulting law books,
friends, etc, or for holding joint discussions.
From this adverse situation they are
attempting to combat some of the most
experienced lawyers in the country.

It is absolutely essential for the proper
conduct of the defence that the defendants
have good transcripts of the proceedings.
Until now the defence group has had to
pay for these. Although the judge has now
recommended that these be paid for by
legal aid he has no power to make a
decision on this matter and it is possible
that no aid will be forthcoming. In any
case the final decision will not be known
for several months.

In a major political trial of this nature,
it is surely essential to make known the
facts about what is going on in the court-
room as widely as possible. As a result of
press silence the Stoke Newington Eight
Defence Group has had to take on the
additional task of attempting to disseminate
information itself. This is not proving easy.
They are being hampered not only by lack
of money, but also by the fact that Chief
Inspector Habershon, one of the main
police officers concerned in the arrest and
charging of the eight, has attacked the
Defence Group in court and indicated that
any persons connected with it are them-
selves liable to prosecution. The situation
of a defence group having to operate under
such oppressive conditions ought not to
arise in a country with a supposedly free
press.

It is a major political trial with grave
implications in the field of civil liberties.
These are not confined to the eight, since it
appears that the state is attempting to use
this trial to discredit other sections of the
left, especially the Womens Liberation and
the Claimants Union Movements. Success
for the state in this trial could well open
the gates to a series of political
prosecutions.

Send donations to: The Stoke Newing-
ton Eight Defence Group, Box 359, 240
Camden High Street, London NW1.

Letters to Socialist Worker must
arrive first post Monday. They
should be not more than 250
words long and may be cut for
reasons of space.







