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Lahour

funds
all
Tories

FOR the past three years the Labour
Party has been investing part of
its superannuation funds in British
big business, including many firms

who have contributed to the
Conservative Party.
Labour's Superannuation Society

manages the money set aside for pensions
of party staff and agents. Much of it has
been contributed by agents and staff
themselves.

Until 1968, all this money was in-
vested in government stocks and public
utilities. In 1969, a decision was taken
by the society’s trustees to invest in
equities, that is in shares of private
firms.

A prominent trustee at that time was
the chairman of the Labour Party
Finance Committee, Alderman Andrew
Cunningham, the General and Municipal
Workers Union boss in the North East
who has been named recently as one of
those who received substantial sums
from that celebrated architect, John
Poulson. Another trustee was Mr Charles
Pannell, MP.

The decision came only a year after

CALLAGHAN: pay treasurer

the election of James Callaghan as Party’
Treasurer.
In 1969, the value of the private

enterprise equity shareholding of
Labour’s Superannuation Society was
£74,000, about a tenth of the total
value of the Society’s funds. In 1970,
the value rose to £116,000.

And last year, as a result of the
fantastic share bonanza sponsored by the
Tory government, the holding leaped in
value to £218,000—23 per cent of the
total funds of the society.

Add to this the debentures held by
the Society, to the tune of some
£64,000. Nearly a third of the Society’s
£1 million is now being gambled on the
stock market.

What are the firms who are benefitting
from Labour’s investment?

Generous

GKN, the engineering and steel com-
' plex which throughout the 1960s was the
most generous contributor to Tory Party
funds. In 1959 and 1964 GKN spent
thousands of pounds in anti-Labour,
anti-steel-nationalisation propaganda. It
had £806 of Labour Party money in-
vested in its shares two years ago—a sum
which has grown to £2,600 plus £4,200
in debentures.

£10,000 worth of debentrues are
held in Silater” Walker, the investment
bankers, one of whose founders—Peter
Walker—is the Tory Secretary of State
for the Environment. This year, Slater
Walker announced a donation of £15,000
to the Conservative Party, arguing that
a Tory government is ‘best for the
money business’.

£5,000 worth of debentures are also
held in Smiths Industries, the engineering
company of which Lord Jellicoe, Tory
leader of the House of Lords, is a former
director.

Every pillar of capitalist society is
included in the list of firms in which
Labour, through its Superannuation

To back page

Reality behind Heath call for wage restraint

THE HEATH GOVERNMENT has brought
about the biggest redistribution of income
in favour of the rich that has occurred in
Britain this century. This is the reality
behind the demand for wage restraint and
incomes policy: while workers and their pay
claims are put under the spotlight and
blamed for inflation, the rich quletly get
richer.

Last - year the value of ordinary shares in the
United Kingdom rose by a mind-bending £21,100
millions. Happ¥ days for the richest 1 per cent of
the population who, according to the latest figures,

by Jlm Kincaid

own 81 per cent of all stocks and shares.

The workers, despite the highest level of strikes
since 1926, did not do quite so well. Manual
workers—two-thirds of the adult population—
increased their wages by a total of £2,300 millions,
less than one-ninth of what the capitalists got.

In the various Budgets and mini-Budgets since
June 1970, the lucky quarter of a million people
with incomes of more than £5000 a year have
shared the benefit of direct tax cuts amounting to
£480 million a year, This enormous handout could
have been used to raise the old-age pension by
£1.30 for every one of the seven million pensioners

in Britain.

The Chancellor has used a wide variety of techniques
to raise the living standards of the struggling upper classes.
In 1971 Barber decided that for tax purposes it could be
assumed that the wealthy no longer lived in families.
Husbands, wives and children can now choose to be taxed
as if they were separate individuals, each living alone.

Thus a single block of wealth can be parcelled out
among the various members of a family, who are then
presented to the Inland Revenue as an unconnected series
of relatively less rich individuals and taxed at lower rates.
The abolition of the upper class family costs the
Exchequer abnut £27 million a year,

No tax is easier to evade than Estate Duty—pmwd:d
you can afford the services of an enterpnsmg and
imaginative accountant. But to make it even easier, since
1970 the minimum size of estate on which death duties
start to operate has been raised by a massive 50 per cent.

Police
attack

anti-racists

BLACKBURN police launched a series of
attacks on a 1000-strong march in the
Lancashire town last Saturday held to
counter ademonstration by 150 supporters
of the racist National Front against the
Ugandan Asians.

The socialist march was made up of
International Socialists” branches, the Asian
Workers Federation, trade unionists and
Rebel youth groups. Pictures show police
moving in on a section of the march and an
anti-fascist being bundled into a police car.
FULL REPORT: back page.
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The cost to the Exchequer is £143
million a year. A further £15 million a year
| has been given to those inheriting property
by the abolition of capital gains on shares
sold at death,

Both for earned and for unearned
income, the level at which surtax starts to
bite has been raised by a large margin.
Already surtax was a minor item in the tax
budget, providing only 1.5 per cent of
government revenue. These changes reduce
the revenue for surtax by about £148
million a year. The tax payments of surtax
payers have been cut further by £150
million as a result of the increases in
personal and child allowances.

The tax system has been reorganised in
favour of property owners in other ways,
too. In an effort to prop up the profitability
of British capitalism there have been
substantial cuts in company taxation. In
1971 the Selective Employment Tax was

halved.
CONCESSION

And Corporation Tax, which is levied
directly on business profits, was cut by
2% per cent. These two concessions have
cost the Exchequer a sum approaching
£400 million a year and have been a
significant factor in the 17 per cent rise in
business profits in the last 12 months.

Alarge part of these losses of government
revenue have been met directly at the
expense of workers and their families.
About £135 million a year was saved by the
abolition of cheap welfare milk and free
school milk for children between the ages
of 7 and 11, by the increase in dental and
prescription charges and by the steep
increase in the price of school meals.

The total raised by the workers’ share
of the mnational insurance stamp was
increased by £370 million a year in 1971
and by a further £320 million starting this
autumn,

The only tax concession made to work-
ers was the £1 a week reduction in income
tax made in the last Budget, For a great
many council tenants the benefit of this
tax cut will be lost again if the Tories
succeed in imposing rent rises,

The net effect of these changes in tax
and welfare benefits is summarised in the
table, calculated from data by Michael
Meacher, MP.

WEEKLY INCOME

VALUE OF TAX
CHANGESMINUS
WELFARE CUTS

SINCE 1970.

(per person, per week)
Under £20 £1.20
£20 - £40 £0.71
£40-£100 £6.38
£100 and over £36.35
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Soldiers guard the Hilton Hotel in Manila, capital of the Philippines, where martial

law was declared last week.

WHY NORWAY
VOTED ‘NO’

LAST WEEK's ‘No’ vote in the
Norwegian referendum on entry
to the Common Market may be
only the beginning of a new
period of politics in Norway.

- Last August an opinion poll
showed how pro- and anti-Market

feeling was distributed in different
classes in Norway.

Yes No
Farmers 13 68
Others self-employed 45 40
White collar 48 34
Workers 28 47

About half the Norwegian people
still live in the countryside, and
their concern was clearly a major
factor in the vote. Farmers were
worried that the Common Market
would end the system of subsidies,
while fishermen feared that Market
entry would mean other European
nations could fish in Norwegian
waters (an agreement postponing this
for 10 years was merely delaying the
problem, not solving it).

MILITANT

But workers too were opposed to
Common Market entry. The trade
union leadership—linked to the
ruling Labour Party—was pro-market,
and a trade union conference earlier
this year voted for entry. But the
delegates had been elected before the
Market issue came up, and the vote
was probably not representative.

At local level workers, especially
in engineering and shipbuilding, the
most militant sectors, have shown
their opposition, in some cases by
protest work stoppages.

Another argument against entry
was that in the Market women are
paid less well, proportionately, than
in Norway.

There is virtually no unemploy-
ment in Norway, but some feared
foreign workers might pour into
the country. In pgeneral, however,
racialism is not a serious problem.

On a political level, opposition
was co-ordinated through a broad

by lan Birchall

front called the People’s Movement,
which included the Centre Party,
the Communist Party and the
Socialist People’s Party.

The Centre Party, formerly called
the Farmers’ Party, represented
agricultural interests.

The Socialist People’s Party ori-
ginated from a split in the Labour
Party over foreign policy. While it
raised some class issues—stressing that
the Market is in the interests of
employers, not workers—it also ten-
ded to make concessions to national-
ism, arguing against the loss of
sovreignty and saying local capitalists
were easier to control than the
international firms.

Because of the broad coalition of
opposing forces, political issues were
necessarily blurred, and the question
of Norway’s membership of NATO
was not raised. The Maoists, who
ran their own campaign outside the
People’s Movement, were even more
nationalist, making their main slogan
‘No to the Sale of Norway’.

With the resigmation of

Rent Rises

RISING rents and prices are not a problem
that affect British workers alone—through-
out the world workers are facing similar
attacks on their living standards.

Take the case of West Berlin—the
outpost of Western ‘freedom’ in the face of
communism. What does this ‘freedom’
actually mean for ordinary working people?

Already this year West Berliners have
faced massive price increases—20 per cent
on electricity charges, 30 per cent on water
and gas and up to 50 per cent on transport.
Now the landlords want to get in on the
act, and their organisations have been
pressing for the lifting of controls on rents,

West Germany is divided into areas
known as ‘black circles’, where rents are
controlled, and ‘white circles’ where con-
trols are lifted. Controls are gradually being
removed in more and more places, though

the

¢ Martial law as
president aims
for dictatorship

by Nigel Harris

THE PHILIPPINES is a gangster
society, dominated by the 100 rich
families who own 90 per cent of the
wealth. Its people is now suffering
from the results of the 1969 election,
when President Marcos opened the
public purse-strings to stay in power.

Now there is a disastrous rice shortage—
rice is the basic element in the diet of the
40 million Filipinos—heavy unemployment
and ever-growing urban slums, a rising
wave of violence, warlordism and corrup-
tion among the rich. Last week martial
law was declared.

The hand-outs of election year have
now brought on an economic crisis, a
slump in currency reserves and a rate of
inflation that has now jumped from 15 to
20 per cent per year.

Marcos accuses any critic of his regime
of being communist agents of ‘a forei
power’, of being Huks (the communist
guerrillas of the early fifties, now largely
wiped out or paralysed by factional rivalry
and banditry) or members of the New
People’s Army (a fragment of the Huks,
now Maoist, estimated at 350 in number).
The government’s own army numbers
60,000.

The young people who joined the
1970 revolt were not deterred by the
anti-communist * hysteria. For a time,
Marcos was beseiged in his palace by the

minority Labour government,
Norway’s political future is unclear.
When the prime minister was asked
by a journalist what he would advise
the king to do, he replied: ‘Have you
any suggestions?’

The major problem facing
Norwegian workers is inflation. Prices
have risen about 30 per cent since
1968, and wages have not kept up—
but as yet there have been no major

strikes.

EXPORTS

Norway will probably have to
make some kind of trade agreement
with the Market: about 30 per cent
of Norwegian industry -is foreign-
owned, and already more than half
her export and import trade is with
the nine countries of the expanded
Market.

Whatever solution is found,
Norway’s future will be bound up
with workers’ struggles throughout
Europe. The real question is whether
the forces mobilised against the
government’s Market policy can go
on to fight for further changes. This
will require a higher degree of political
clarity than found in the People’s
Movement.

International

Hamburg and Munich are still ‘black circles’.

West Berlin suffers from an acute
housing shortage. There are about 70,000
people without homes, and more than
120,000 homes are without baths. As a
result landlords feel they are missing out
on big profits.

Profits

Already many devices are used to
effectively increase rent. It is normal
practice for people wishing to rent
accommodation to have to pay key-money
of between £100 and £1000.

The landlords claim higher rents are
needed to pay for repairs, but the present
law already allows increases in the case of
repairs, and it is clear that in fact the
higher profits will go towards building

mass youth organisation, Kabataan
Makabayan. He was reduced to travelling
by helicopter to avoid the demonstrators at
his gates.

The president assured his critics that he
did not intend to stand in 1973 for a
third term of office, which is forbidden
under the constitution. Yet simultaneously
he began—like Governor Wallace of
Alabama—to put forward his wife as presi-
dential candidate, and to press the Con-
stitutional Convention that met this spring
to create a parliamentary regime so that he
could become the prime minister.

Neither tack was successful. His wife
is trying to become president, but not at all
as the creature of her husband, and the
Convention refused to create the office of
prime minister.

But the third string in Marcos’ bow is
to find a pretext to set up an authoritarian
regime. This is why he is so urgently play-
ing on the anti-communist terrors of the
rich, their American backers and the fear-
ful middle class.

Grenades

Not all the ruling class is persuaded
that a Marcos dictatorship is the only
alternative to anarchy. A couple of hun-
dred members of the establishment—
including three senators, three represen-
tatives, two provincial governors, five news-
paper editors (including the publisher of
the largest daily)—are now in jail as ‘sub-
versives’.

In August last year, someone threw
grenades at a rally of the main opposition
party, the Liberals. Eight were killed and
96 wounded, incduding virtually all the
leadership. Marcos deplored the violence
and suspended Habeas Corpus. He also

.accused the only prominent Liberal not at

the rally—Senator Aquino, a candidate
for the presidency—of supplying arms to
the communists and assisting the New
People’s Army.

Aquino replied by comparing the
bomb attack to the burning of the
Reichstag and Marcos to Hitler. He ac-
cused the President of importing arms
from communist countries to distribute
them in caches round the country so the
police and army could ‘find’ them and
prove there was a communist conspiracy
to take over the country.

Aquino is one of the senators now in
jail.

The number of political murders has
risen steadily as the entrenched and greedy
factions of the ruling class struggle for
power.

In July heavy floods cut the harvest so
badly that hunger and refugees are now
serious problems.

The climax of the internal disintegra-
tion and Marcos’ personal struggle for
power is the introduction of martial law
last week. The army has taken over all key
installations and companies, shutting down
most of the press, and jailing as a “subver-
sive’ anyone Marcos does not like.

Marcos may make some of the right
noises. Some even on the left may see his
dictatorship as the necessary step in break-
ing the stranglehold of the rich, the
clans and the private armies of prominent
families.

Yet in the last analysis Marcos cannot
afford to make enemies of his fellow rulers
by jeopardising their power. When the
dust settles, the old order will remain
intact.

But for the rebels, the young critics
who have seen Marcos’ regime slide further
away from ‘democratic’ rhetoric towards
dictatorship, the lessons are vivid. Now it
is clear that any change in the Philippines
will come only through a revolutionary
struggle.

highly profitable office blocks.

The West Berlin Senate is at present
discussing a Bill to end rent restrictions by
the end of 1975. The three years’ delay is
not due to any concern for workers’
welfare: it is clearly stated that the reason
for avoiding any too rapid increase is to
prevent popular discontent, and in
particular because it might discourage the
immigration of much-needed workers and
cause others to leave.

So the increases will be by stages. Rents
can rise by 15 per cent' from 1 January
1973 and by another 10 per cent from 1
July 1974,

It is to be hoped that Berlin workers
will learn from the experience of tenants’
struggles in other countries, and make the
measures so unpopular -they have to be
dropped altogether.

THE BEHAVIOUR of US Ambassador
Hurd is causing a stir in South Africa.
While pressure from US blacks is demanding
the withdrawal of US investment from
South Africa, liberals are trying to stave
off this pressure by recommending minute
wage rises for African workers in US
subsidiaries and the appointment of black
—Uncle Tom style—diplomats.

Hurd, appointed personally by Nixon,
has upset this strategy by calling Africans
‘nigras’ in public, opposing the appointment
of ablack diplomat, and by going pheasant-
hunting on Robben Island, the notorious
camp for political prisoners, where the
leaders of the banned African National
Congress and hundreds of others are held.
The US had hoped Hurd would visit the
island to inspect the conditions of prisoners,
not the state of the shoot.

Hurd is indignant at complaints in the
US press. He insists that the prisoners used
to pick up the dead birds were ‘common
criminals’, not political prisoners.

BACKGROUND to Sweden’s ‘generous’
offer to take 300 Ugandan Asians: talent
scouts are being sent to pick the refugees
‘mostqualified to get on in Sweden’,

The kind of standards that will be
judged from an article in the Social-
Democratic paper Aftonbladet, which says
of the Asians: “They work hard for their big
families and they have small demands for
wages. They work long shifts and they
don’twant to have anything to do with the
unions. They take low-paid service jobs
which the English seldom want to do any
more.”

REPORTS from Saigon say repression is
being stepped up against opponents of the
regime—neutralists, Buddhists and others.
Hundreds of students and school-pupils
have been arrested and tortured. One
woman was subjected to having mice and
ants running over her body, while electric
shocks and needles in the fingers are other
favourite tortures.

In July alone about 10 boat-loads of
prisoners,about 8000 in all (mainly women
and children), were shipped from Saigon
to Can-Son Island. : |

FOURTEEN AFRICANS who struck work
(illegally) at Paarl Council electricity
department in South Africa for more pay
and better conditions are to be deported to
the Transkei Bantustan.

When brought before the Paarl chief
magistrate they refused to go back to work.
He ordered their deportation within two
days.

The 14 follow the 1000 copper workers
who were deported to the Transkei last
November after refusing to break their
strike at Prieska. Hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of workers are deported to their
so-called homelands every month. It is a
convenient way of getting rid of worker
militants.

There is no work for them in the
Transkei. Many will have to become illegal
migrant workers in order to earn the cash
necessary to keep their families alive.

LAST WORD on the recent confrontation
between Uganda and Tanzania. In August
General Amin sent a message to President
Nyerere of Tanzania urging him to leave
Ugandan affairs alone. He ended by saying:
‘Il am anxious to assure you that | love you
and that if you were a woman, despite
your numerous white hairs, | would con-
sider you worthy to be my wife. But you
are a man, so this is out of the question.’
Love’s young dream is soon ended!

ALAIN PEYREFITTE, the secretary
general of the French Gaullist party, who
has recently visited Cuba and Chile, claims
that he was told by Fidel Castro that if
Chile was to make a socialist revolution, it
would have to break with the institutions
in whicl it was entangled by respect for
middle-class legality. The Cuban
Ambassador to Chile has now issued a
statement formally denying that Castro
said any such thing.

A LEADING Argentinian trade-unionist,
Agustin Tosco, has been released from the
prison where he has spent the past 17
months. As a leader of the CGT trade
union in Cordoba, centre of the Argentinian
car industry with a record of militancy, he
had organised several strikes against the
policies of the military government,

THE FRENCH Maoist newspaper La Cause
du Peuple has stopped displaying the
picture of Chairmman Mao on its front page.
It claims this is its contribution to the
fight against the ‘cult of the personality’
which it says has virtually disappeared in
China since 197 1.
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2% ACCORDING to a poll organised by the Opinion Research

' Centre, eight out of 10 voters support Heath’s ‘incomes policy’
%34 plan. Of course the questions are loaded. For example the

%5 sample of voters was not asked: ‘Do you think it right that Ted
35 Heath gets £266 a week take home pay after tax plus two free
gf houses with free servants, free chauffeur driven car, free fuel
#% and many other expenses when single men who are old age

5 pensioners get £7.15 a week after next week’s pension rise?’
#% The answer to that one might not please the people who pay
'- Opinion Research Centre and so it doesn’t get asked.

=4 All the same there is no doubt at all that many workers,

gf especially women, are being kidded by this latest ‘incomes

& policy’ fraud. They are sick and tired of constantly rising prices
& with wages struggling to keep up. They desperately want a

%3 solution, almost any solution that will check inflation.

¢ The efforts of press and television are being bent to exploit
(% these feelings. The job of socialists in these circumstances is to
&% get the real facts across to their fellow workers and go on get-

c=rmre.  «0I0IR, HEIEIR0 iMIBIEI (EiITIED iR (B0 EEE Biv B e Bid@iRidEL iRIE 0B AEIay '
\ QIhIN HITIEID DB (0, R1E1D! iy W il B3 ml idin .
!iii!_lgi {g;llilﬁ ﬁi%%%i'" ll}:g:r':g:r%:gg:!“ !l_!!!!!i-'g!gl @il WS W) i!l’!ii=ij'l=!!5! II‘I!l iii*""l%“ ting them across. | : 5 "
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(1 (HI8 NIE T (8 imm  §is §IRINIE RiNiDINIE BIEI 818l 'SIEIEIE DML (BTN IRIINIEI BN IEID en that is one price rise that Tory Ted could stop ata stroke’ as
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e s e e gt salele e g Bimi cmis e iei mew ses Goi SISGEST. JgR The proposed 5 per cent maximum increase in prices over
Pardon? with his family clutching his sole 12 months does nDt.aDplv to retail prices—that is tO th.e prices
_ remaining possession, a new sewing 8a we actually pay. This .needs to be hammgre_d home again and
ONE smz;u r?;}?f%unshme for : n;laphme.tCustﬂminfficmclls, witl{; : #: again. The b per cent is a voluntary restriction on manufactur-
opponents of the Tory governmen their customary charity, demande e ' A | i -
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would be hard pressed to pass the impounded. T It will not. The big increase in road h‘aulage prices that will
intelligence exam for the Royal ™4 have a marked effect on shop prices Is untouched. So are the
Ulster Constabulary. FOLLOWING in the footsteps of ; big rises in rail fares
Even that most respectable of industry, a time and motion study %% : T : : 2
High Tory papers, The Times, has scheme has been set up at Willford 5 Bemembfgr this: The Confederation of British Industry
been forced to point out that - = Hill Crematorium in Nottinghamshire. 358 claims that Its member,s. (virtually all ::;n‘ big business) are already
Chancellor Barber’s grasp of econ- AMERY : getting shirty The Funeral Directors’ Association R operating a b per cent "Increase norm’ and have been all year.
omics leaves a little to be desired, of Nottingham and Derby has said 853 The result, according to Heath himself, has been a runaway
but the Freckled Fool is a veritable depths of his intelligence, the Minister that stopwatch funerals rob the “t"f inflation
Einstein compared to some of his pointed out that housing ‘is not a ceremonies of a certain dignity but s 11 o . 19 400
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unconvincingly about inflationary their own homes and prices would Muted trumpets IE? rbnan :‘:"th children on £20 £25 per week for loss of means tested
wage rises and then attempted to have to go on rising until demand e enefits. _
tackle the following question posed  was satistied. REMEMBER the fanfare of trumpets @ The biggest group of lower-paid workers are women, and,
by his interviewer: Won't a 5 per So if house prices were pegged SE i ihe termd ol e Trdusteial pets B as the big business weekly The Economist points out: ‘The
cent price freeze damage profits, people would stop wanting to buy Relations Act were first announced? 142 freeze also freezes further progress towards equal pay for
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profits making investment in new clearly worth £15,000. for workers against Sucg admitted ya next 12 months to bring pay to 90 per cent of male rates by
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Mac's eyes lit up. He knew the dined with buildimg society chiefs I R e e Who will benefit? Big business will benefit. The object of

answer to that one! Ah, there’s no
problem there, he said. Plenty of
money lying around waiting to be
borrowed for investment purposes.

So there you have it, all you
inflationary workers being cudgeled
into accepting the idea of ‘incomes
policy’ and severe restraint: there’s
plenty of money around. A govern-
ment minister says so.

Not to be outdone, Julian Amery,
the Housing Minister, explained to
the world last week why the govern-
ment has decided to take no action
to clamp down on soaraway house
and land prices. He admitted that
house prices had risen by 17 per
cent in the first half of the year and
land prices by 30 per cent, figures
that forced even the Confederation
. of British Industry to describe the
situation ‘as a running sore’.

Amery was asked if he didn’t
think it hard for ordinary people to
swallow pay restraint when they saw
vast fortunes being made out of
housing and land. Rising to the full
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before making his statement and
was a little ‘tired’ at the time . ..

WHEN it comes to generosity, the
big farmers make Heath look like a
public benefactor. Reginald Brown,
a leading swede basher in Cam bridge-
shire, has died and his Priory Farm
has been sold for £245,000. Brown
himself left £228,938.

And what benefits go to the farm
labourers and household staff who
produced that fortune for Brown and
his dependents? Answer: £1 for
every year of service. Brown's house-
keeper, who served him for 1 5 years,
gets £15. A 67-years-old farm hand,
who worked 30 years at Priory
Farm, gets £30. Maybe you can’t
take it with you, but looks like you
have to leave a pretty hefty deposit
at the Pearly Gates.

Flying high

YOU’D think from watching telly
that the Ugandan Asians airlifted to
Britain on so-called ‘mercy flights’
were being flown free by the gener-
ous, humanitarian airline bosses.

Not so. The airlines are charging
£110 per passenger—£50 more than
the usual charter flight rate. The
combined profit for all the airlines
is expected to be in the region of
£1% million,

The refugees have to pay for their
flights on departure. The cost, plus
Amin’s policy of grabbing their
savings, means that most of them
arrive here penniless. One man, Mr
Nandlal Mahta, arrived at Stansted
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that way, you won’t be astonished
to learn., Of 2932 applications for
unfair dismissal complaints in the
first five months of the Act only 26
per cent of those that reached
tribunals were settled in favour of
the workers. And although the Act
prescribes that compensation of up
to £4160 may be awarded the
average in recent cases has been
£150;

AS a publicity stunt, the US Army
set up a recruiting office at the
Republican Convention in Miami
last month. Recruiting Sergeant Roy
Gates actually persuaded 13
Republicans to enlist. Alas, the
gimmick misfired. Nine of the 13
failed the army’s elementary
intelligence test.

TTFN

ALL the ballyhoo about suspending
the Seamen and Bank Employees
from the TUC has overlooked some
of the other mighty battalions that
have remained on the register. Such
as the NACTSPS, the Nelson and
Colne Tape Sizers Protection So ciety
or the BADCBRS—Bury and District
Card Blowers and Ring Spinners.
And we mustn’t forget the Amal-
gamated Society of Woolcomb,
Hackle and Gill Makers or the
Beamers, Twisters and Drawers,
Hand and Machine, of Blackburn.

It must give enormous satisfaction
to Ted Heath, the biggest beaming
twister of them all, to know that
from now on he can have his ring
spun by a genuine registered trade
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¥4 expense of wages. The Economist spells it out for

the operation is to push up profits, rents and interest at the
its readers.

’5!'-', i The effect of the Heath plan will be "to redistribute income in

#% favour of company profitsand away from nationalised industry
% and wages." And since there has
#% in productivity on a year ago . .
2% not 9 per cent but 13 to 14 per cent.’

been ‘an 8% per cent increase
_the rise in profits could be

What is the alternative? It is a hard saying but a true one

that the gods help those who help themselves. There is no

permanent solution to this or any other problem under

¥¢ capitalism. What can be done, by militant action, is keep wage

rises abreast or ahead of price rises. There is no other way of

. defending living standards. The Heath plan must be smashed.

WILLIE’S HORSE LAUGH

f‘ ¢ TELEVISION and the millionaire press have been giving a deal of

&% oiiention to the shadow boxing between left and right at the Labour

®& Party’s Blackpool conference. How much does it matter? Let us take a
 tip from the horse’s mouth, the horse in this case being Mr W W Hamilton

MP, vice-chairman of the parliamentary Labour Party.

Willie Hamilton sometimes lets inconvenient cats out of the bag. Last
week he was ridiculing the idea that a future Labour government would
be bound by Labour Party conference decisions. In 1947, he reminded
readers of the Guardian, ‘Nye Bevan was told by conference, unanimous-
ly, to get rid of the tied cottage. We are still waiting. Mr Benn himself
was a member of the Labour Cabinet for some years, flouting conference
decisions in all directions, from Vietnam to increased prescription charges
and the abandonment of the raising of the school leaving age.’

As to the Common Market issue, Mr Benn ‘was a member of the
1964-70 government which put a three line whip on MPs to force us into
the lobby for entry to the Market—accepting the Rome Treaty as it stood'.

Yes, indeed, all very true and when Mr Hamilton tells us that no future
Labour government ‘can be dictated to by the edict of an outside body’
(meaning the Labour Party conference) he speaks with the voice of
authority, The next Labour government will pay as much heed to the
Blackpool decision as the Church of England pays to the scriptural

= injunction ‘Go, sell all that you have and give to the poor.’
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