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Tories cook up jackboot law with Irish premier

protest at such kangaroo court justice
through a ‘statement, meeting,
procession or demonstration’ will be
liable to a term of imprisonment of
up to five years.

Such measures have been directed
in the first place at members of the
republican movement. But as the
Irish Times has noted, ‘The Bill gives
the state powers which might be used
at a later stage in say industrial, or
even farming disputes, as happened
in the early 1960s.’

REPRESSION

All the evidence indicates that our own
Tory government has been the main inspirer
of Lynch’s resort to jackboot politics. It
was no coincidence that just as Lynch was
preparing his crackdown last Friday, he
dropped into London for talks with Heath.

What Heath, Lynch and the press
barons object to about the IRA is that it
has attempted to fight against the
domination of Ireland by the British ruling
class.

Tory conirol in the north has been
maintained for more than 50 years by
deliberately encouraging religious hatred
within the working class. While giving
marginal privileges to the Protestants, it
used police repression, laws which prevent
free speech and murderous mob violence to
beat the Catholic section of the population
into submission.

The government claims to be ‘reforming’
its rule over Northern Ireland. Yet for
working people in the Catholic ghettoes
of towns like Belfast and Derry nothing
has changed, except that repression is
greater than ever before.

This point has been graphically brought
home in the last few days. On Sunday
Catholics in the Ardoyne district of Belfast
were fired upon by sectarian thugs from a
nearby Protestant area.

The British Army moved into action—
not to protect the Catholic families, but
to shoot at ‘IRA men’ who were defending
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the Catholic area.

Then Catholic surgeon Peter Gormley
was driving through the Protestant
Shankill district when his car was hit by
sub-machine gun fire, injuring him and
killing his 14 year old son.

Even as he carried his son down the
road, crying for help, further shots were
fired. The killers behind such murders have
little to fear from the British troops. It is
likely that in the guise of ‘vigilantes’ they
regularly co-operate with the military.

The actions of Jack Lynch 'show that
he shares the same desire to protect
British rule in Northern Ireland. That is not
hard to explain.

The 'Southern Irish capitalist class in
whose interests Lynch rules collaborates
daily with British big business in the pur-
suit of profits. The only real reform it
would like to see in the North would be a
slight shifting of political influence from
the Protestant to the Catholic middle

“*  REFUSED ’

Lynch believes Heath is now willing to
concede this. And so he is letting loose his
own barrage of repressive measures to
build a police state in southern Ireland
that mirrors the one that has existed in the
North for 50 years.

The Irish working class has refused to
accept such an attack on its basic liberties
lying down.

In Cork dockers walked off 12 ships
and 1000 workers shut down the Ford
car plant in protest at the treatment of
Sean MacStiofain. In Dublin there have
been token strikes at the Coca Cola
bottling plant and the Dubtex factory.

Radio and television services were
closed for two days when both the jour-
nalists and technicians protested at the
imprisonment of O'Kelly and the sacking
of the governing board. Then 400 news-
paper journalists struck for 24 hours and
marched through Dublin against the ‘creep-
ing state control of the media.’

It is imperative that trade unionists in
Britain express solidarity with the actions
of their brothers on the other side of the
Irish sea. If Toryism can succeed in using
trials without jury and police evidence
alone to imprison its opponents in lreland,
it may be tempted to repeat the experiment
here.

EATH-1YNGH
GRAGKDDWN

A WAVE OF ANGER has rocked the 26 Counties of Southern Ireland as the Jack Lynch government
attempts to push through measures that would give it dictatorial powers to use against the opponents
of its own rule and of the rule of British Toryism in Northern Ireland.

In the space of a few days it has dismissed the governing board of the radio and television
authority for failing to impose sufficient political censorship. It has used a court without a jury to in
send Sean MacStiofain—desperately sick from a hunger strike and a kidney complaint—to prison for
six months, despite the fact that there was no concrete evidence against him.

Journalist Kevin O’Kelly, whe refused to act as an unpaid police informer, was sentenced to three months in
prison. And the government has drafted a new law which, if passed, will mean 12 months in prison for anyone said by
a single police officer to have been at some time a member of ‘an illegal organisation’. Anyone who attempts to

Condemn Lynch law

THE executive committee of the
International Socialists this week called
on IS trade unionists to move resolutions
union branches, shop stewards’
committees and other sections of the
labour movement condemning the
repressive crackdown in Ireland and
demanding the immediate release of Sean
MacStiofain. They should be sent to the
Irish Embassy, Grosvenor Place, SW1.

Our fund
appeal:
cashis
urgent

£3220.37%p—that's how the IS
Fighting Fund stands after two weeks.
We need to raise £30,000 to buy new
premises and printing equipment to
expand and intensify our fight against
the Tories and their system.

Donations include 37%p from pen-
sioner Mr S Smith of West Bromwich,
who writes: ‘Sorry | cannot afford
more but as a pensioner | have little to
spare.’” Your donation is deeply
appreciated, Mr Smith.

Handing over

An IS member in the Midlands
sends us £1000, an ‘improvement grant’
from the local council for his house.
Unlike the property sharks, he is not
pocketing the money but is handing it
over to [5—'the only organisation
showing the right way to fight the
Tories and their infamous ‘fair’ rent |
Act.”

Other cash comes from readers and
the levy on IS branches. Please keep |
the money rolling in. The need is |
urgent, for we will soon have to sign }
contracts for premises and press and
cannot do so unless we reach our |
target.

Donations to: Jim Nichol, IS
National Treasurer, 6 Cottons Gardens,
London E2 8DN.

IS members speak to mass meeing

*YOU'VE written a page in working class history,” Tony Cliff told 2000
Scunthorpe workers last week. Cliff, a member of the International
Socialists’ executive committee, was speaking at a mass meeting in the local
football stadium following a march through the town. The workers, from
the Anchor steel site, supported by Drax power station and local pits, had
struck work for the day to demand a £16 a week pension for old people.
Another speaker was Wally Preston (right), convenor at Trafford Park power
station, Manchester and an 1S member. FULL REPORT: page 15.
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