T L N T e g ke

THIS WEEK has seen the growth of the biggest bout of wage
struggles known in this country since the 1920s. Three-
quarters of a million workers are now directly involved in the
fight against the government’s pay freeze.

Some, like the gas workers, are involved in all-out strikes.
Some, like the London teachers and the hospital workers, are
taking selective strike action. Hundreds of thousands of
others—including civil servants—have been involved in one
day strikes.

The strikes of the last few days have shown that the feeling exists
among rank and file workers for real, united action to break the
government’s freeze. The rantings and ravings of establishment figures
have not been able to prevent previously non-militant groups like civil
servants joining the struggle. The scare campaign against the gas men in
the press has not produced anything like the public hysteria that
isolated the power workers two years ago.

The government insists that it will never give in to the strike
movement. No one should be fooled by its empty bravado, The same
Tory ministers gave in to trade union militancy no less than three
times last year after equally emphatic statements.

They said they would never pay the miners more—and then they
did. They said they would never raise their offer to the railwaymen—and
then they did. They said they would never free the five imprisoned
dockers—and then they did.

This time they pretend they are in a stronger position because the
Taw’ is on their side. But they control that law by marshalling Tory
MPs from the bars in the House of Commons in to the voting lobby.
hey can be forced to reverse it if industrial action begins to bring key
ons of the economy to halt.

The press claim that would be a ‘defeat for democracy’. They
not explain how it can be undemocratic for those who actually
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labour to create the wealth of this country to demand a bigger share of
it. They do not explain what is democratic about a law that enables
Ford management to keep last year’s record profits and forces tens
of thousands of hospital workers to take home less than £15 a week.

The real difficulty facing the trade union movement is that its own
official leaders are refusing to give the movement the necessary lead
and direction. Instead of uniting the struggles of different groups of
workers, they seem to have been doing their utmost to keep them in
separate compartments.

No lead can be expected from the TUC’s special congress on
Monday. The General Council’s resolution does not call for any form of
united action from the trade union movement against the freeze. It
suggests verbal protest only.

SHOW SOLIDARITY

This means that the initiative has to be taken by the rank and file
in every industry. Action not words must be demanded from trade
union leaders now. And where they will not act, rank and file militants
must. There must now be a massive show of solidarity with those taking
industrial action, in particular with the gas workers and the hospital
workers.

Sections like the miners must not let their leaders put off their own
struggles while weaker groups battle alone. Unofficial action must be
taken to force the officials’ hands where possible.

Different sections of workers fighting the freeze must form joint
action committees of delegates from trade union branches and stewards
committees to organise joint mass meetings, pickets and demonstrations,

The fight goes on! This week’s strikes and demonstrations
have shown the potential of mass action. United and resolute,
the working class movement can smash the freeze and topple
the government behind it.
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Striking Civil Servants (top) and teachers demonstratlng at Speakers Corner, London on Tuesday

DON'T FLAG

ON FUND
FRONT

£1085—that’s the amount collected
last week, for the IS fund, pushing the
total so far to £22 368. A few more
heaves, and we will arrive at £30,000.
Comrades, make the effort.

IS branches are keeping up the
pressure. Donations received include:

Norwich £163, Nottingham £8, Oldham
£12, Ealing £45, Leicester £54

Brighton £17.60, Bradford -‘.1«-';
| Colindale £36.13, Kingston £2, Cardif?
£1, South Birmingham £5738
| Harlesden f£5 Huddersfeld £7
| Edinburgh £2 Holl £31.50 ~arg
Dagenham £9783, Lestos £5 MWis
Devon £19, lpswich £20, Srmangi
North £7.
Two IS members = presms
Khartoum, Sodan_ bowe seor S50 ans
| t'wo comrades from Mechagae US55

| £100. An excellent method of

rasTg
funds was used by Wandsworth
who held a jumble sale and raised £70
The IS branch in Harlesden heid 2
social that raised £16.60. Birmingham
IS Women's Group donsted £3
We received a number of collections
from groups of workers in places of
work: Workers at the BP refinery at
Llandarcy £10.66, workers at Hawicer-
Siddeley, Bolton £350, Clerics
workers at BEA West London AW
Terminal £2.50, Office workers =
Bradford University £6 85
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