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‘dead men. But Lofthouse will
remain not only as yet one more
bloody page in the miners’ history
- but as an inspiring example of what
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B'Iay Cmss cnunmllors
call for support

LABOUR councillors at Clay Cross,
Derbyshire, who are still refusing to

implement the Tories” Housing
Finance Act, have appealed for
nationwide support for a demonstra-
tion against the Act in Clay Cross on
Saturday 14 April.

Full details of the march will
appear next week
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As health workers battle on, TUC must be told:

THE MORE the union leaders crawl to
Heath the harder he kicks them in the
teeth. Vic Feather and company were back
at Downing Street yet again on Monday,
begging Heath to set up a special inquiry

into the hospital workers’ case.
Mr John Cousins

of the Transport’
Workers Union aptly summed up the result:

“The meeting was pointless. I don’t know
§ why'we bothered to come.” For once

L_SW Political Correspondent ]

crudely

him.

Mr Cousins can draw some comfort from
the fact that his members on strike are
likely to be in complete agreement with

4Fae unior leaders don’t understand the facts of
%e that should be cledr to every working man and.
woman in Britain today. The Tories have set out,

and determinedly, to attack the living
standards of working people while prices and
profits go on rising. The only possible answer to
that challenge is to mobilise the entire trade union
movement for all-out battle with the government
and its big business backers.

The most disgraceful aspect of Monday’s jaunt

to the seat of power was that Feather and his

Rescue works on their " uderrud in a vain attempt to find the trapped men

IS fund: don’t stop the flow

THE MONEY continues to flow in
for the IS Printshop Fund. But in the
last week it has been slowing down a
bit, so readers should make a bit
more effort so that we can reach our
target.

Last week we collected £693.92,
bringing the grand total to £25,133.

Bootle gas workers on strike sent us £2,
a York hospital worker on strike £1.20,
Chrysler Stoke workers sent us £1.50. A
dentist ‘who supports the lower paid health
workers in their struggle’ gave us £150,

Workers in the photography depart-
ment, Blackpool Tech donated £7.50, a

railwayman in Manchester £4, two OAPs
from Stepney £2.

As usual IS branches did their bit:
Pontefract/Knottingley £129, Edinburgh
£52, Brighton £2, Coventry £20, Peter-
borough £5, Harlesden £22, Leeds £30,
Chelmsford £50, North Herts £20, Dundee
£8, Liverpool £4, Grimsby £33, Kingston
£5, Cardiff £2, Bradford £5.70, Holborn
£14, Hornsey £11.15, Northampton
£75.11, York £12.20, Lambeth £25,
Newham £42, Walthamstow £27.

A suggestion came from one reader: ‘I
am a reader of SW and a supporter but not
a member of IS. To help the most worth-
while fund ever could | suggest that all
readers/supporters send one or more books

of either Co-op or Green Shield stamps
(full of course).

‘I gather the circulation is around
30,000—if each reader sent one book of
stamps, redeemable at about 50p cash, you
would raise £15,000 in no time. What with
the freeze and the number of industrial
disputes, | am broke. But | have some odd
books full of stamps and if everybody
sent one or more in, the last and most
difficult stretch of the fund raising would
be accomplished with something to spare.’
@ Rush donations to Tony Cliff, 6
Cottons Gardens, London E2 8DN. (IS

national treasurer Jim Nichol, injured in a
road accident earlier this year, has now
left hospital.)

friends knew that from next Monday, when Phase
Two of ¢ghe Toiy wage freeze comes into effect,
strikes fo. aore pay will be illegal.

Collective bargaining, one of the
great cornerstones of -Tory
‘democracy’, has been tossed out of
the window. Hard on the heels of the
Industrial Relations Act come further
state-enforced shackles to strip the
trade unions of their power.

Is it any wonder that when Heath sees
the union leaders begging at his feet that
he contemptuously tells them that there
can be no ‘special cases’ under Phase Two?

At every turn, the union leaders have
done their best to sabotage the magnificent
fight of gas workers, hospital workers and
civil servants,

The hospital workers soldier on, more
determined than ever to beat the freeze
and get some way towards a half-decent
wage. But without active support from
other unions they will be left in isolation,
subjected to abuse and lies by the bosses’
press, and without adequate funds to
sustain their fight.

SPEEDY

And the TUC, like some senile,
collective Pontius Pilate, has washed its
hands of its members on strike. Verbal
support means nothing. The postmen had
plenty of verbal support from the TUC
but they were allowed to go down to
defeat through lack of solidarity action

and funds.

Must the same fate fall to the hospital
wurkers'? The answer is No—but only if
there is speedy action by rank and file
trade unionists to give them effective
industrial backing.

It is no good waiting for 1 May, the
TUC’s official day of protest against the
wage freeze. While every trade unionist
must work to turn it into a massive display
of working-class strength, one day alone
will not bring down the government.

The need now is for workers with
industrial power to use it to help the
hospital workers to victory. The miners,
balloting now on strike action, could have
a decisive say in the defeat of any policy.

But car workers, engineers, dockers,
steelworkers have a part to play too. In
every area they should build links with the
hospital workers through local action
committees to organise strike action, mass
picketing and workplace collections.

These are crucial, testing times for the
trade unions, Either we unite to defeat the
Tories and their sinister anti-union laws or
we allow ourselves to be straitjacketed by
the state and its courts,

The action we take now can drive a
hole through the wage freeze not just for
hospital workers but for every section of
the movement.

It is up to the rank and file to

show the way and, by their action,
to demand of the TUC leaders: ‘Get
off your knees and fight.’



EARLY ON WEDNESDAY MORNING last week miners working

the Flockton seam on Face South 9B at Lofthouse Colliery near

Wakefield, Yorkshire, were suddenl
water which burst out of the coal-

-

Everyone knows what happened. Lofthouse Colliery was des-
cended upon by a horde of press men, photographers and television
crews who spread the lurid details of the tragedy across the pages
of the newspapers and across the television screens.

Heath visited the pit in a hypocritical display of concern.His main interest
in the miners at the moment is centred around cutting their standard of living

by freezing their claim.

All were unanimous in declaring it
to be a ‘tragic accident’, A tragedy
it certainly was, but the sense of
tragedy is only heightened by the fact
that the ‘accident’ was avoidable.

The failure of the Coal Board to take
adequate precautions at Aberfan caused
that forseeable tragedy when the mountain
of colliery waste engulfed the village
school. A similar failure at Lofthouse
Colliery caused the death of the seven
trapped miners. SR

If only the Coal Board was a little more
interested in safeguarding the lives of the
miners instead of pushing productivity
ever upward the ‘accident’ at Lofthouse
would never have happened.

Face South 9B was not due to be
worked for very much longer. Coal Board
officials knew that it was moving dan-
gerously close to the shafts and workings
of an old colliery that had been closed

in 1850.
STANDARD

A new face—South 9C—was being pre-
pared, but since it was not vet ready
to start production, the Coal Board, with
criminal neglect for the safety and lives of
the miners, decided to continue working
S9B until the new face was ready.,

With shocking irresponsibility, they did
not even carry out the standard safety
procedure of drilling bore-holes forward
from the face. This should be done where-
ever it is known that old workings exist.

It was not done, because the NCB
say that the old workings were thought to
be hundreds of feet above the Flockton
seam which is being worked at the moment.
Besides, this would have wasted valuable
production time,

Over a period of centuries the North
Yorkshire area of the coal field has probably
been more extensively worked than any
other area in the country. There are over
7000 known disused pit shafts, very few of
which are ever inspected.

The disused shafts which collapsed
above the heads of the miners at Lofthouse
Colliery belonged to the old Low Laithes
Colliery which was closed in 1850. The
NCB has claimed that no plans of the old
underground workings at Low Laithes
exist. This may be true, although the
Abandoned Mines Catalogue states that
plans came in to the possession of a firm
of mining engineers and surveyors in
Wakefield in 1929,

A spokesman for the firm, Fennell,
Green and Bates, told me that they were
unable to lay their hands on the plans. He
said that they would have handed them
over to the Coal Board, but would probably
have kept a copy themselves.

Even if the plans do still exist they are
probably grossly inaccurate. It was not
until the Mines Act of 1911 that colliery
owners were required to Keep accurate
records of their workings.

Deliberate falsification of plans took
place right up until the nationalisation
of the industry. The mine owners would
lease the coal rights for an area from the
local landowner and in rich coal bearing
areas the various concessions would often
border on each other.

FALSIFY

It was almost a standard practice of the
mine owners to extend their workings
beyond their own boundary line in order
to poach their neighbour’s coal, and they
would then falsify their plans in order to
cover up their crime. It was not unknown
for roadways to be rapidly blocked up
with coal and rubble when the landlord’s
surveyor came to visit the pit.

The insatiable greed of the old coal-
owners was responsible not only for the
death and mutilation of their own workers,
butit placed the lives of future generations
of workers in the industry in peril,

According to one statement by Coal
Board officials, they only knew of the
location of one of the shafts at Low Laithes
which collapsed. But they had not even
investigated the conditions of this shaft.

NCB chief retires

MR TOMMY WRIGHT, acting director of the National
Coal Board’s North Yorkshire division, which includes
the Lofthouse colliery, is to retire shortly.

The National Coal Board press office in London
refused to confirm Mr Wright’s pending retirement. A
'If he is going to retire, it would not be

spokesman said:
surprising. He is 61.°

The normal age of retirement in the National Coal

Rescue workers preparing to go down the pit

Had they done so they would have found
not only that it had become much deeper
than they assumed it was, but also that it
had not been properly filled in,

But the most negligent aspect of the
Coal Board’s behaviour Ties in the fact that
they! do not appear to have known, or to
have done anything about getting to know,
about the existence of a map which
pinpoints the exact location of all the old
shafts in the area of the old Low Laithes
Colliery. .

In the document room of Cusworth
Hall Museum, near Doncaster, there is a
detailed large scale map of the Low Laithes
area, which dates from the late 1850s or
early 1860s. This map shows very accurate-
ly the exact location of all four shafts which
collapsed, together with another six of the
larger shafts and two to three dozen
smaller shafts.

RECKLESS

If the NCB had been at all concerned
with the safety of its workers they would
have discovered that they were recklessly
extending Face South 9B into an area
honeycombed by a fantastic network of
disused shafts and workings. A second
tragedy was only averted by chance.

NCB drivers, employed in carting loads
of rubble to fill in the first two shafts
which collapsed, were unwittingly driving
their lorries directly over another shaft,
which itself collapsed before the first two
had been filled.

Mr Norman Stead, a farmer who works
the land where Low Laithes Colliery used
to stand had some revealing words to say
about the shaft whose existence was known
to the NCB. Ever since he took over the
land in 1965 he has been continually
filling in a depression which kept re-
appearing in the ground.

Last September a three-foot' deep hole
appeared and Mr Stead sent for the NCB.
They filled it in, but have had to return
on more than one occasion to fill it in
again. The last time this had to be done
was less than three weeks before the
disaster. ’

The most charitable thing that can be
said about the Coal Board is that they
were guilty of criminal complacency. They
knew that there were old workings in the
area, but they are saying that they assumed
there was little danger because the old
workings were well above the Flockton
seam. But it seems ‘incredible that their

to Mr Wright.

y overwhelmed by a torrent of
face in front of them

own surveyors could have been unaware of.
a fault which was clearly shown on the old
19th century map.

When the faceworkers at S9B hit that
fault early last Wednesday morning they
took the plug out of an underground
reservoir containing millions of gallons of
water that had accumulated over the past
100 years.

Over the years mining disasters have
become less frequent in this country. But
still, after the trawling industry, the miner’s
job is the most dangerous in the country.

It is made dangerous by the officials

Board is 65. The NCB has not yet appointed a successor

Mr Wright has only been in his job for three months.
He was moved to the position after a reshuffle in the
higher reaches of the Yorkshire NCB following
premature departure of Mr Jim Stone, head of the Coal
Board’s Doncaster area, after revelations in the People

the

newspaper about Mr Stone’s connections with a firm

supplying roofing material to the Coal Board.

Dis-used shaft from
Low Ladthes Calliery

Map of the disaster area, showing the fault leading to the coal face

Coal Board negligence behind Yorkshire pit disaster

From BILL

who control it, The eyes of the men at the
top of the NCB never stray far from the
productivity charts, while their hands are
continually employed in doling out super-
profits to their friends and relations who
sit on the boards of private companies
which do business with the Coal Board.

MAXIMUM

This creaming off of the wealth the
miners produce was actively encouraged
by the last Labour government’s Industrial
Reorganisation Corporation, which helped
the big companies which supply the Coal
Board with equipment to ‘rationalise’
themselves in such a way as to ensure the
maximum profitability.

It has been further facilitated by the
Tories, whose recent inquiry into ‘alleged’
mismanagement of board finances proved
to be one of the biggest whitewash cases
ever.

These are the people whose
criminal disregard for the lives of
miners goes hand in hand with their
attempts to cut the miners’ standard
of living by refusing to go anywhere
near meeting their present claim,

Morally they are as big a bunch of
crooks and muggers as the old private
coalowners whom they replaced.

=

Rescue workers studying a map
before going underground. Some
map reading by management might
have averted the collapse.

Telephone
01 7399043
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The real face of British justice...

Brum’s youngsters

by Laurie Flynn
WITHIN hours of the terrible
prison sentences being inflicted
on ‘three teenage boys in
Birmingham last week for their
part in a mugging offence, their
neighbours in the Soho district
of Handsworth had banded

are ‘mugged’

together and organised a petition
demanding a reduction in Judge
Croom Johnson's savagery.

They did not swallow the delirious
approval of the 20 and 10 years’
sentences in all the newspapers. For

occupation. This is because if it did so,
then 50 per cent of the families in the area
would have to Be rehoused by the council
which, thanks to the priorities of big

i A~ L
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Comrades, Brothers and Sisters,

British capitalism is undergoing a deep, long-drawn-
out crisis. Investment and expansion are too low to
meet the challenge of Britain’s international com-
petitors. Each attempt to expand the economy is
followed by balance of payments difficulties. Despite

they know the real and permanent business Britain, cannot get enough money "‘ : :

facd of violence in Handsworth. g tublylld lt}luuses to rehouse t:s?im e ,ﬁ-‘-‘ large state handouts to industry, unemployment still
: : & Fores 'ar € same reason 1 Ooes not use p 4 {j

o And like Paul Storey’s mother, th}a{y Mot its powers of compulsory purchase on the &g  Stands at three quarters of a million. In or out of the

oo nu; :thatcgllit ?:ﬁs i’;lslesggurrg l}ﬁsta‘fﬂ? rotting slums. In Handsworth Soho these ‘gl Common Market, this inbuilt crisis of British capital-

everﬁrnni concerned) is the appalling social e lt]l?:;ﬂ l:,eez?s T 1 P e sl 2 1sm will continue and worsen.

environment in which they are all con- For the young, schools are sub-standard, ¥ Labour and Tory governments have both attempted

de%‘}f& ::? g::;ﬁ-] R U E TR o T | There are no amenities. There is not one & to solve capitalism’s problems at the expense of

biways, underasses and Dutwers than. | THE COURTS aid thiw cedabie & iﬂ@ﬁ;ﬂfﬁ;ﬂ;}:ﬁg}éﬁg falﬂli ;gkt?grifr% *- organised workers. Each d_evelqping strategy of the

any other city in Britain. But that dubious highly selective about whom they chose to is a lousy job on leaving school or no % Tories is based on Harold Wilson’s guidelines.

advantage hgs been achieved at an to make examples of. ln_1969 Sir David job at all. & The WDkag class response to this offensive in 1972

enormous price. Part of that price is Croom-Johnson was just plain Mr Young blacks have four times more i B : Y i

Handsworth, an area of rotting slums into Croom-Johnson QC. In that year he chance of being out of work as soon as % wWas magmf:cent. Mmers, rallwaymen, dOCkE}FS, builders

which blacks and Irish, Turks and
Pakistanis have been crammed at vast
expense only to themselves,

Depressed

As a community it shows its wounds in
deprived children, in rent arrears and
overcrowding, in the permanent state of
war between its young and the so-called
guardians of law and order, the local racist
police force.

And if you bother to dig them out,
official statistics graphically document the
injuries which are inflicted on this most
depressed sector of Birmingham’s working
class.

Handsworth Soho is the most over-
crowded part of Birmingham. Rents are
so high and people so poorly paid that
they are forced to share dwellings and
rooms.

In his report on the area last year,
black social worker Gus John showed that
the number of households in Handsworth
that have to share dwellings is four times
the average for England and Wales, at 29.2
per cent.

And shared houses mean more people
crammed into each room. Birmingham as a
whole is bad enough, with 3 per cent of the
population living more than 1.5 persons
to the room. Handsworth Soho is four
times worse than the average for England
and Wales.

And 31 per cent of the households in
Handsworth Soho have no hot water, 32

‘ARE YOU SANE?’ JUDGE
ASKS MILITANT ON TRIAL

‘YOU WROTE in an article of some
kind that Enoch Powell was capable
of sending all black people to the
gas chamber. No sane man could make
such a comment. Before I sentence
you as a dangerous agitator, there-
fore, I shall have to establish that you
are not insane.’

With these ‘unpolitical’ words, His
Honour Mr Justice King-Hamilton reman-
ded Tony Soares for medical reports at
the Old Bailey last week. Tony Soares, who
is known to all black people fighting
against police oppression and racial dis-
crimination in London, had just been found
guilty on' two counts of attempting to
incite people to use firearms and to arson
after a month-long political trial.

Tony Soares was found not guilty of
the two more serious charges: attempt to
incite people to murder and to use fire-
arms with attempt to endanger life.

The cause of these weighty charges was
an article which appeared in the fourth
issue of Grass Roots, a black community

paper based in North London, which was .

published in September 1971. The editor,
an American called Abdullah Jamal, found
that there was nothing to fill page five and
reprinted a page of a previous issue of the
American paper Black Panther. The page
purported to be garbled instructions as fo
how to make a Molotov cocktail and to
use other weapons.

A complaint about the article was
made by Jack Baksi, the Community
Relations Officer for Hackney to Stanley
Clinton Davies, Labour MP for Hackney.

Mr Clinton Davies passed the complaint
on ito the Attorney General, Sir Peter
Rawlinson, thus setting in motion the
chain of persecution which landed Tony
Soares in jail.

The two police officers put onto the
case were Detective Inspector William
Hovell and Detective Sergeant John
Wescott, both of the Special Branch of
Scotland Yard. Mr Hovell told the court:
‘It is part of my duty to evaluate what is
being said in political newspapers.’

reluctantly agreed to undertake a
certain prosecution on the grounds
that he had been promised elevation
to the post of judge as soon as it was
over,

On that occasion he did a deal with
the defendant which ensured that the
defendant would not go to prison. In
return for pleading guilty to two
charges, six others were dropped and
only a fine imposed. The man was
John Bloom, one time washing machine
tycoon, charged with a £1 million
fraud but found guilty only of allowing
false company documents to be issued.

If no such deal had been struck
with Bloom then a lot of dirty linen
would have been washed in public.
Bloom had been advised in his activities
by some of the most prominent
businessmen in Britain.

And English Electric had directly
connived in his downfall by selling off
faulty washing machines to undercut
his competition. In such a situation big
business did not want any examples to
be made. Mr Croom-Johnson was only
too pleasaed to oblige. ¢

per cent have ®0 use of a fixed bath and
37.4 per cent of the households have no
inside toilet. In each case they are three
times worse off than an already scandalous
national average.

Birmingham City Corporation fully
collaborates in this monstrous situation. It
refuses to enforce legiglation on multi-

‘ by Paul Foot |

Hovell and Wescott went to see Tony
Soares in Finsbury Park. They picked on
Soares, apparently, because he had a
previous conviction—for distributing leaf-
lets (‘incitement to riot’) before the big
Vietnam demonstration in October 1968.
Soares had been convicted and sent to
prison (for a first offence) for two years.

Tony Soares admitted his connection
with the Black Liberation Front, whose
paper was Grass Roots. But he denied any
association with the issue of the paper
which had contained the Molotov cock tail
article.

He had not edited the paper, nor
distributed it.

UNHAPPY

~ Tony refused to give the police officers

the names of anyone associated with the
edition. Infuriated at their inability to
come up with the editor or distributors,
Messrs Hovell and Wescott submitted a
report to the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions recommending prosecution of
Soares.

Even the DPP was unhappy about the
evidence against Soares and recommended
that no prosecution could succeed. Nothing
daunted, the police applied to their
champion, Sir Peter Rawlinson, who
promptly granted the order for Soare’s
prosecution.

On 9 March last year, six months after
the article appeared, Tony Soares was
arrested at gunpoint outside his local
social security office. Bail was refused for
four months.

At his trial, which was postponed
twice, the prosecution could not produce
a single independent witness to establish
Tony Soares’ connection with the ‘offend”
ing’ article.

They called the two police officers and
an explosives ‘expert’ who said how dan-
gerous the items in the article were. Th:
police officers produced, as evidence of

they leave school than young and greatly
deprived white Kids. Paul Storey fits the
profile exactly.

Black or white, they have time on their
hands, and they have the needs and desires
for clothes, for records and for pleasure
that society ‘instills in them. What they are
deprived of is the means to satisfy those

desires.
Surprise

Against this background is it surprising
that they turn to so-called mugging as a
way of satisfying those desires? In fact the
only real surprise is that so few actually
turn to crime.

One statistic tells the story of Hands-
worth’s real violence. Bad diets, foul
housing and living conditions ensure that
twice as many babies die before the end of
the first year of their lives than on average
in England and Wales,

And what does Sir David Groom-
Johnson, Judge of the Queen’s Bench
Division, know or care about this massive
violence? The answer is simple: Nothing,

‘He merely alministers the law which he
and his kind use to bolster the order which
created Handsworth Soho. The only answer
his system has for those like Paul Storey
who are its victims is to transfer them
from one prison to another. The difference
is that from now on Paul Storey and his
two friends will not be shut in by social
deprivation and unemployment but by
uniformed warders with bolts and bars.

incitement, letters and writings which they
had found in Tony Soares’ flat, which had
not been sent to anyone.

In his defence, Tony argued that he
had not been responsible for publishing or
distributing the article, and had not
approved of the article when he had
read it.

Tony called several other black com-
rades, all of whom testified that he had
had nothing to do with the paper, and an
explosives expert who said that one of
the ‘cocktails’ portrayed in the offending
article would not have worked and the
effect of the other weapons had. been
exaggerated by the Crown evidence.

All the black witnesses were bullied
and harassed by counsel for the' pro-
secution, Mr Michael Worsley, and by the
judge. Almost all their examination was
about their political views. All were asked
about ‘the cause of violence for political
ends.’ -

. In his summing-up, the judge said there
were three courses of action open to. black
ple with "a sense of grievance’: ‘The
irst is to grin and bear it; the second is to
change it by legal means. That's what
there’s a parliament for. And the third is to
go back where they came from.’

At least three times the prosecution
had to persuade the judge to modify the
tone of his summing up and direction for
fear that a conviction might be overturned
on appeal. Sentence is expected within
ten days.

In the meantime, the trial has served
another purpose. Visitors to the public
gallery were forced to give the police their
names and addresses. The need to defend
Soares necessarily let out the names of
other Grass Roots supporters.

Inspector Hovell told the court: ‘We are
at the moment preparing a report for the
Director of Public Prosecutions on others
involved in this leaflet.’

The police and the judiciary will not
rest until every black man that has ex-
pressed a view against the racism of modern
Eapitalist society is safely under lock and

ey.

all fought and beat the employers and their govern-
ment. This year new, previously non-militant, sectors
have entered the battle.

The rank and file have indicated their willingness
to struggle. That willingness has not been reflected in
the trade union leadership. "

The trade union leaders of right and left persuasion
have at best tail-ended the movement. At worst they
have sabotaged it. It gives us no pleasure, but it must
be recorded and noted well that Jack Jones' role in
the docks dispute was despicable and that Hugh
Scanlon’s role in the engineering claim and on the
Goad case was equivocal and self-defeating. The res-
ponse of the TUC to the struggles of the gasworkers,
civil servants and hospital workers has never gone
beyond mere verbal support.

The crisis of capitalism finds its reflection in a
crisis of working-class leadership. At this stage in the
defence of trade unions, it is worthwhile recalling the
record of the Liaison Committee for the Defence of
Trade Unions. Formed in 1966, the LCDTU by 1969
managed to develop a series of one-day unofficial
stoppages, culminating on 8 December 1970 in a strike
of 600,000 workers. In 1971 several other smaller
one-day strikes took place.

Fill the gap

A creditable record, it may be thought. But where
was the LCDTU in the mass struggles of 1972 and
1973? The vitally necessary structure of local liaison
committees had not been built. Worse, such com-
mittees were and are specifically excluded by the
national Liaison Committee. It is not enough for
LCDTU spokesmen to say ‘if you want local com-
mittees, then build them.” The national committee
must give the lead in creating genuine local committees
throughout the country.

In a period of mass struggle the development of
local solidarity and support is vital. If the union leaders
are prepared to allow each section to be picked off
one at a time, it is up to bodies like the Liaison
Committee to attempt to fill the gap.

The inactivity of the Liaison Comimittee in 1972
iIndicates a too ready acceptance of the verbal mili-
tancy of the ‘left’ union leadership. If the lessons of
the last year have not been learned, the LCDTU will
inevitably and justly be condemned to irrelevance.

The building of a fighting rank and file movement
Is not in the episodic tokenism of well-spaced one-
day strike calls. It is in the development of genuine
roots in the localities that a movement and a leadership
will develop.

The time to develop the movement is now. To
transform an organisation of one-day protests into a
consistent fighting movement cannot be achieved by
tailing trade union bureaucrats, whatever their political
affiliation.

The LCDTU must take the initiative to:

@ Build authentic local committees.

@® Develop the one-day protest as a first step to a
general strike.

@ Fight against TUC/government talks.

@ Maximum solidarity with all workers fighting the
freeze.

Smash the Freeze! No Incomes Policy! No Co-
operation with the Industrial Relations Act! Kick Out
the Tories!

Executive Committee,
International Socialists
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