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50,000 old people will die this wint

by Paul Foot

" ‘THE POINT of our incomes

policy,” said Edward Heath last
week, ‘is to protect the old age
pensioners and others on fixed
incomes.’

Two weeks ago, Phil Butler, a

retired coach driver from Stratford,
East London, was discharged from
hospital desperately ill.
- Last week, at the peak of the
recent cold spcll, Phil ‘celebrated’ his
73rd birthday. He had to spend most
of the day in bed. not because he is
ill, but because he and his wife could
not afford to light the fire.

“*1 buy three bags of coal every
fortnight,” says Ellen Butler, ‘I can’t even
afford that—but it's not enough to keep
the place warm. 1 have to burn potato
peelings, cabbage tops, eggshells and any-
thing else I can get hold of to keep the fire
going,’

Phil and Ellen Butler, with £15.10 a
week all in. including a ‘heating allowance’
from Social Security, are not the only old
age pensioners who are freezing to death
from Mr Heath’s economic policies.
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A report from a group ot old peoples’
doctors earlier this vear declared that: _
® 91 per cent of Britain’s old age
pensioners cannot afford enough fuel to
keep warm.

@® Six million out of eight million old
age pensioners in this country live during
the winter in temperatures of less than 60
degrees—that’s five degrees less than the
‘acceptable minimum’ laid down in a
government report on council housing 10
years ago.

@ 500,000 old people in Britain every year
get seriously ill because they do not keep
warm enough.

® 50,000 of them die each winter from
‘hypothermia’, that is, when the tempera-
ture of their body gets too low to keep
up blood circulation.

In spite of last autumn’s increase in old
age pensions, and in spite of Mr Heath's
£10 Christmas insult to pensioners, the
plight of Britain’s old people is in all
respects WORSE than when the report
came out,

MASSIVE

Each one of the five million old people
who depend on social security benefits to
keep up to the poverty line is colder and
hungrier than last year because of the
massive 20 per cent rise in basic food prices
and increasing fuel prices. A bag of coal
costs 3p more than last year—a three per
cent increase. Electricity bills went up by
4.5 per cent on 1 October.

These are the recasons why more and
more old age pensioners long ago stopped
listening to Heath and his - millionaire
ministers, but are concentrating instead on
the workers’ struggles.

Jack Feeney, secretary of the Teesside
Pensioners Association, was in London on
Tuesday’s mass pensioners’ demonstration.
He told Socialist Worker: ‘The onlv road
for us 1is through the {rade union
movement.’

That is the way. For old age pensioners,
for miners, for engineers, for workers all
over the country, nothing can come from
this government but cold, hunger and pain.

But from a victory of the miners and
the engineers and the whole of their class
they have warmth, dignity and a world
o win.

St of

Building workers in Birmingham demonstrating outside the court on Monday where five builders were on trial. Report: back page

LAST WEEK Prime Minister Heath
had two vital missions to fulfill.
He had to attend a choir practice
in Bristol and he had to get home
again.

Getting him back to Number Ten was
accomplished by sending a chauffeur
driven Rover car down to Bristol to meet
him. The chauffeur drove down on his
own.

Some unpatriotic elements in Bristol
suggested it was a considerable waste of
precious petrol. But a spokesman for
Mr Heath stated that the Prime Minister
was actually saving fuel since he nor-
mally travels by aercplane. And, indi-
cated one aide, no one 2ould expect the

Prime Minister to travel by train.

So serious is the fuel shortage that
only 32 executive jets whizzed in and out
of Heathrow last Wednesday. Normally
the slogan is one boss, one jet. But in
view of the crisis, dramatic alterations
have been made to the passenger load-
ings. An average of two men were on
board each flight last week.

Rio Tinto Zinc, one of the richest
companies in Britain, hit back against
its critics who said it was a take-on for
the rich and powerful to urge restraint
when, like RTZ, they were flying six
men to a plane. Ric Tinto explained
that its executives were going to
Anglesey ‘where one of our plants is
very difficult to get to." There are four

railway stations on Anglesey all in service
and with direct lines to London Euston.

A swift defensive move came from
the British Airports Authority, which
has now banned the release of any
information about executive jet flights
in and out of Heathrow. This followed
extensive, unfavourable publicity about
Friday's traffic. Then 14 out of the 37
executive jets which left Heathrow were
entirely empty. |

British Petroleum is suffering greatly
in the midst of the oil crisis. This week
it announced that earnings had risen
by 478 per cent in the third quarter of
this year compared to the same period
last year.

Profits are expected to make an
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~there goes a crisis-hit executive jet

equally massive jump. But, warned BP,
the outlook for the future is ‘uncertain’.
This is because the dreadful Middle East
governments are actually threatening to
increase their prices yet again.

This might mean that the countries
which produce the oil would take a
slight increase out of BP's record profits.

The Tory government has found an
unexpected ally in its fight against the
miners. Large amounts of coal from that
well-known socialist country, Poland,
are being rushed in to give Heath, the
National Coal Board and the Electricity
Board some relief.

Meanwhile, the Royal Yacht Britannia
steams on, using one ton of fuel oil every
seven miles. :
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How not
to fight

the NIRC

LEADERS of the Engineering Union
and their sponsored MPs have dis-
covered a new secret weapon to foil
Sir John Donaldson and avoid doing
anything serious about his Industrial
Relations Court.

Led by the doughty Stan Orme, the
MPs have been burrowing away in dusty
legal tomes looking for a suitable statute
to end Donaldson’s merry gallop through
the union’s political funds.

The 1688 Bill of Rights and the 1711
Act of Settlement have been studied in a
search for justification to have Donaldson
sacked. Current favourite in the impeach-
ment stakes is the Supreme Court of
Judicature (Consolidation) Act of 1925.
Section 12, sub section 1, of- this com-
paratively modern piece of legislation,
apparently allows the Queen, after an
address passed by both Houses of Parlia-
ment, to give errant judges their cards.

It is to this piece of nonsense that the
AUEW and their MPs are devoting their
energies. They are shocked at Sir John's
partiality, disgusted at his attack on the
union and, in particular his sequestration
of its political funds.

One day it may dawn on these
industrious law clerks that the Industrial
Relations Act is meant to weaken and
attack the wunions, that Sir John
Donaldson was chosen as a man able and
willing to operate the Act, and his re-
moval will not alter things one jot or
tittle.

Judges are chosen by class, training
and education to carry out the wishes of
the system, not to dispense anything
that could be called justice.

Last year outside Pentonville jail,
where the five dockers were imprisoned,
Eric Heffer, another Labour left MP,
told the demonstrators that he and his
colleagues would fight to replace Sir John
with a more humane, liberal judge who
understood the problems of workers.

The high comedy of all this is
mitigated by a certain sadness that Eric
Heffer does not understand that judges
with the qualities he recommends do not
exist. Of more concern however is the
fact that Heffer was addressing the very
people who did beat Sir John Donaldson
and the government at Pentonville.

Labour MPs would better employ their
time in organising a real industrial fight
against the NIRC and advising Hugh
Scanlon to live up to the logic of the
AUEW'’s policy of non-appearance at the
court. .

Top job for
Jones’ man

LAST WEEK the TUC general council
elected the successor to general
secretary Len Murray when he retires

in 1987.

After a long intrigue over who would
take over Len Murray’s old job as assistant
general secretary, Norman Willis, Jack
Jones’ personal assistant in the Transport
Union, was appointed to the job.

Jones, who is now the most powerful
man on the TUC general council, originally
moved against any appointment to the
post. He declared he was opposed to any
continuation of the ‘Buggins turn’ system
of appointment whereby machine man
succeeds machine man in sequence as
people rose up the TUC hierarchy.

Jones was outvoted on this and he then
supported his own candidate for the job—
Norman Willis, TGWU education and
research officer.

Willis is certain to succeed Murray
when he goes. But Murray himself only
took up the post as general secretary in
September this year and has 14 years until
he retires. Willis is only 40 and so will
have 11 years in the top post when he
takes over in 1987.

Norman Willis is not far from main-
stream TUC tradition. He has never worked
in a factory in his entire life. The one
difference is that he is a TGWU machine
man, having gone to work for the union
straight from school.

On the same day as the succession was
decided, the recently retired general
secretary, Vic Feather, picked up his
reward. The Tory government has made
him trade union adviser to the National
Economic Development Council, a body
set up to integrate employers, union
leaders and state officials.

In this Feather will be doing no more
than he has always done—fixing things
and trouble shooting on behalf of the
status quo. :

He will no longer have his cover of
‘independence’. But he probably does not
need this since he has so many friends and
coniact men on the trade union side.

Feather has also taken a job assisting
the Tories in Northern Ireland where he is
to be used as a figurehead in a public
relations operation on discrimination
against Catholics.
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Whitelaw: welcomed by Jones

WILLIAM WHITELAW, the new Minister
of Employment and the man charged with
making Phase Three work, is acclaimed as
one of the few success stories of the Heath

government.

By success, the press means that he has spent
the last 20 months presiding over the arrest and
internment without trial of Irish republicans, as

Wilson

uses
press

at the miners’
wages battle

ON THE SAME DAY that the national
executive of the mineworkers’ union
went to Downing Street to meet Heath,
the Sun devoted its front page to an
attack on the miners from Labour Party
leader Harold Wilson.

At a time when the national press
and television are mounting a sustained
campaign of lies and abuse against the
miners, Wilson's ‘cool it" advice would
seem to be particularly ill-timed.

Wilson,remembered by many militants
for his own wage freeze and attempted
anti-union laws during his years of office,
gave an 'exclusive interview’ to the Sun
last Wednesday in a delibzrate attempt
to undermine the miners’ solidarity

He admitted that the miners enjoy
widespread sympathy and added, ‘But |
think, of course, the sympathy could
evaporate if they were to overstate their
case, of if they were to be unreasonable
in relation to a fair offer. Or if they
were to seek to bring the government
down by industrial action—when the

only means of changing a government in

TWO WEEKS AGO, Mr Jeremy
Thorpe set up a Liberal Party inquiry
into the activities of Liberal council-
lors in Liverpool whose main activity
is property speculation. Liberal Party
sources put it around that press
disclosures about Liberal property
speculators could ‘damage the
Liberal image’.

This week, the truth is out about the
biggest Liberal property speculator of
them all: Mr Jeremy Thorpe. When Mr
Thorpe joined the board of Mr Gerald

Caplan’s London and County Securities
two years ago, he could hope for a

lifetime’s enrichment and not too much

embarrassment.

The City and the newspapers were
quick to forget Mr Caplan’s past as a slum
landlord in London and Liverpool. London
and County’s new ‘money banks’ in big
stores were proving very popular,

Mr Thorpe got £ 100 a week for opening
a money bank every six months. Into the
bargain, he got 12,450 shares in the
company. 10,000 of these shares were
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New tough
man on unions

SW Political Correspondent

the man at the top of a campaign of police and
army murder and torture in Northern Ireland.
Whitelaw played his trump card when he
persuaded the SDLP’s Gerry Fitt, who has been
sweating with anticipation of a chance to get his
feet under the executive table, to join a government

with the reactionary Faulkner Unionist clique.
Clearly, Willie deserves his promotion.
Transport Union general secretary Jack Jones,

who like Whitelaw is a visiting Fellow of Nuffield

Labour's leader
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this eountry is through action by
parliament or a general election.’

How is it, in relation to their present
wage claim, that the miners could
‘overstate their case'? The claim is for
£3b for surface workers, £40 for under-
ground workers and £45 for face-workers.
Surely a modest claim in an industry

~which killed 80 men and seriously

injured a further 583 last year—an
industry which has produced the
staggering figure of more than 43,000
current cases of pneumoconiosis.

If Harold Wilson had spent his life
working on the coalface, bent double in
clouds of blinding, choking dust, driven
into a lower-paid surface job because of
injury or pneumoconiosis before he was
50, he might be able to talk a little more
sensibly about whether the miners could
‘overstate’ their case,

Wilson's enthusiasm to protect the
Tories from the miners' anger masks his

given to him for the total price of 1p.
When Mr Thorpe got these shares they

were valued at about £3 each, and Mr'

Thorpe could reasonably count his wealth
in London and County at about £40,000.
Now they are probably worth less than
the 1p he paid for them. For the bank is
bankrupt. High interest rates forced up the
cost of overdrafts on money borrowed.
And the properties the bank owns
could not be sold easily or profitably. As
depositers flocked to take their money
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real unease concerning the possible future
of working-class action against the Tories.
He knows that if the miners were to stand
up and lead a real fight to kick the Tories
out they would gain the support of the
overwhelming majority of working men
and women in this country.

He also knows that if a Labour
government was elected by workers fresh
from such a triumph it would be placed
on the spot and would find it very
difficult indeed to get away with the kind
of anti-working class policies that
characterised the 1964-1970 Labour
government,

The truth of course is that neither
Wilson, nor any of his ‘shadow cabinet’
pals are socialists. Socialism is about
workers’ power, and those are two words
firmly excluded from their vocabulary.

Their place is taken by talk about the
‘national interest’, ‘economic growth’,
‘voluntary wage restraint’ and all the rest
of the claptrap designed to mask vicious
ruling-class attacks on workers’ living
standards.

out, the bank’s solvency collapsed, and
the depositers’ money, including £1 million
from the Post Office Pension Fund (which
should never have been there in the first
place) were placed in jeopardy.

Terrified for their image, a horde of
speculators have swarmed down from the
city to ‘protect’ the depositers in London
and County.

Pat Matthews of First National Finance,
the National Westminster Bank and, most
important of all, Mr Edward du Cann,

~ to the tenants

College, thinks that the new Minister of Employ-
ment ‘could be decisive in changing government
policy’. Jones may think that Whitelaw is a decent
chap but his record of discrimination in Northern
Ireland should give serious trade unionists a quite
different view.

Between January and September
this year there were 218 killings in
Northern Ireland, excluding police
and army deaths. Of this total, 149
were Catholics and 18 were
Protestants friendly with Catholics.

Of the remaining 51 Protestants
killed, a number such as Tommy
Herron were clearly victims of rival
‘Loyalist’ gangs. It is clear that the
real terror campaign is initiated by
Protestant organisations. Whitelaw
knew of this and still refused to
mount a campaign against the still
legal Protestant groups.

The ‘major’, as Whitelaw is known
on his extensive
Dumbartonshire estates, is not above
taking a profit if the chance is
presented. In March this year, he and
his wife made three applications for
planning permission for a housing
estate on part of his land.

Repression

The local council planning com-
mittee, knowing better than to upset
the local ‘lord of the manor’, agreed
despite the fact that the area was
designated as green belt. Two of the
applications require further authority
from the Minister of State for
Scotland, Major Gordon Campbell. It
is not expected that there will be
any difficulty. |

This then is the man who will be
spearheading the government attack
on the unions. Anyone who thinks
that his landowning, regular army
and Northern Ireland repression back-
ground make him the sort of chap
who will sympathetically approach
the problems of workers is living in
cloud cuckoo land.

His task is not to dispense justice
to workersin an even handed fashion.
It is to solve the deep crisis of
British capitalism at the expense of
the organised workers.

The first big test will come with
the miners” claim. Like Heath and
Macmillan before him, Willie Whitelaw
will find it impossible to beat the
rank and file miners any more than he
could beat the Northern Ireland
Catholic community.

His only chance is to find the
equivalent of Gerry Fitt in the trade
union leadership.

Liberal speculator exposed

Tory MP and chairman of investment
bankers Keyser Ullman, have formed &
consortium to stump up the necessary £80
million.

London and County is dead. Four
directors have resigned. Mr Gerald Caplan
has been sacked. Only Mr Jeremy Thorpe
the saviour of the nation from the
corruption and decadence of the two
major parties, has ‘felt it his duty’ tc
continue to receive £100 a week by staying
on the London and County Board.

- COURT PRAISE FOR POLICE WHO MURDERED ‘TOY GUN’ PAKISTANIS

AT BOW STREET Court on Wednesday 21
November the stipendiary magistrate, Mr
K J Barraclough, made an official presen-
tation to three police officers, Conley,
Burrows and Smith, for their ‘bravery’ in
shooting to death two unarmed Pakistanis
in the Indian High Commission last
February.

Mr Barraclough said that the police
officers had been ‘very brave’. He presen-
ted each policeman with a cheque from
police funds—the exact amount was not
disclosed—and read a citation of the events

last February. The citation recalled that
the Pakistanis had entered the High Com-
mission to protest about the holding of
Pakistani prisoners in India.

They had stockings over their faces
and they held toy guns. They had offered
no violence to anyone, and obviously,
“had not returned any of the police fire.
The magistrate repeated after his citation
that the police had behaved ‘with outstand-
ing courage' in shooting the Pakistanis
down in cold blood.

The police then requested a ban on

reporting the presentation in the press tor
‘security reasons’. Mr Barraclough replied
‘I'm sure the press will understand that.’
Meaningful nods were then exchanged
between the magistrate and the press
I'he reporting ban was not to protect
the police officers’ identity, since their
names were printed in the press on 21
February. The ‘security reason’ was the
need to keep quiet the real role of the
Special Patrol Group. The SPG has more
than 200 armed policemen, each of them
issued with Smith and Wesson revolvers.



Hidden
truth
on prices

by Duncan Hallas

A TYPICAL shopping basket of food

now costs 25 per cent more than it
did at the start of Heath’s fraudulent
‘anti-inflation policy’ a year ago.

“The prices of pork pies, sausages
and bacon will rise sharply in the
new year,” says a newspaper report,
‘More food price rises in the pipeline,’
says another.

The Tory ministers cannot deny that
their ‘anti-inflation policy’ has gone hand
in hand with the fastest inflation ever
known in Britain. ‘But it is not our
fault,” they claim. ‘It is all due to world
prices beyond our control.’

Don’t believe a word of it. The cause
of a good deal of the soaring cost of food
can be summed up in one word—
profiteering.

The big-business weekly, the Economist,
has let the cat out of the bag. It admits
that the government’s alibi ‘does not stand
up as well today as it might have done
earlier in the year.’

Some examples from the Economist:
“The import bill for animal feed has
almost doubled in nine months and is
now running at the equivalent of £220
million a vear . . . But is there any valid
reason why the prices of homegrown
cereals should be growing at the same rate?

Imported

‘Homegrown wheat for animal feed is
now £20 a ton dearer than it was in April,
the equivalent of a 60 per cent jump in
prices and . . . it will go higher still.’

Somebody is doing remarkably well
out of ‘anti-inflation’. Quite a number of
Tory ministers are big landowners (like
Gir Alec Douglas Home) or big farmers
(like Mr James Prior). Of course I would
not dream of suggesting that there i3 any
connection between these facts.

Still, I must admit that a fair amount
of animal feed wheat is imported. The case
of some other cereals is different.

‘Homegrown barley and oats are more
than 50 per cent dearer, and here Britain
grows almost all its own requirements,’
reports the Economist.

“This country also produces nearly
three-quarters of its own concentrated
animal feed’ which is, of course, up in
price by similar staggering figures. It all
gets passed on, in the end, to the long
suffering housewife who has had rather less
than a 50 or 60 per cent increase in
income—to put it mildly.

Or take eggs. ‘Farmers’ prices for eggs
have trebled . . . It is difficult to accept
that it is three times as expensive to keep
chickens now as it was at the beginning of
the year.” The Economist, which is a
strongly Tory paper, modestly concludes:
‘A good deal more has been loaded onto
fresh food prices than just the cost of
animal feed.’

Increased

As these facts become more widely
known, we shall no doubt hear that the
trouble is the soaring cost of agricultural
workers’ wages (amongst the lowest of
any) or, perhaps, the soaring cost of
imported land! After all, that would be a
good alibi for rocketing land prices in the
cities as well. A £20 million jump in the
value of Mr Harry Hyams’ Centrepoint
for example.

However, it would be unfair to blame
landowners and farmers alone. Tesco, to
take one example, has increased its profits
by 20.per cent to £10.4 million this year.
Sainsbury is also doing very well.

In fact everyone is doing very well out
of inflation (or ‘anti-inflation’) except the
workers, housewives, pensioners and other
lesser breeds. But then, such people have
never counted for much in the Tory scheme
of things.

They must take such consolation as
they may from the inspiring words of Lord
Hailsham (Tory Lord Chancellor at £400
per week plus expenses): “We need a
return to patriotism, loyalty, public spirit
and civic virtue.” And the profits come
rolling in.

IMMIGRAN
POLICEATTA

MAIDENHEAD:-Racist action by the po-
lice is not just a big cirg problem, as a
meeting of immigrants irom India and
Pakistan proved last Saturday.

The meeting was from a committee
to fight back against police harassment
in the fown. The entire Pakistani
immigrant community has been ‘visited’
by the police and three immigrants are
in Pentonville on ‘illegal’ immigration
charges.

International Socialist H Pasha pointed
out: ‘We have had a lot of myths
shattered today-—particularly the myth of
our passivity. We are capable of fighting
for our rights. The recent police action
has shown us what is in store for us in the
future.’

i
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REG PRENTICE and his influential
friends in the Parliamentary Labour
Party and elsewhere are giving direct aid
and comfort to the Tories.

Of that there can be no question at all. Ata
time when the government is staggeriri under
the weight of a growing political and ern-.g:momic
crisis, the Prentice brigade directs &its fire
against the left and centre of its own Rarty. If
Prentice, Shirley Williams and the rest were
acting under the direct orders of Ted Heath, he
could give them no better instructions, from
his point of view, than to carry on as they are
doing.

The government is extremely vulnerable. 1ts
'anti-inflation’ policy (yesterday’s Prices and
Incomes Policy) is in ruins as far as [g¥ices are
concerned. Food prices are up by a garter in
12 months and new hefty increases:a¥e in the
pipeline. All prices are rising at gam, all-time
record rate. There is growing werking-class
discontent, spearheaded by the mindrs’ pay
struggle. ¥

A fuel crisis means the certainty that whatever
happens the already disastrous balance of pay-
ments deficit (another of Heath's record
achievements) will get much worse in the new
year. And there is the knowledge that a world-
wide industrial recession is on the agepda for
1974.

The prospects for an opposition pag]ty that
claims to be of the ‘left’ and to have new,
radical solutions could, on the face [of the
matter, hardly be better. What then, is\%‘abour's
right wing up to? Do they actually jant the
Tories to win the coming election?

Some cynics believe so. The calc-:ftiation s
that Wilson could not survive another defeat
and, with his removal, the Roy Jenkiﬁ?s' wing

Prentice &
co aid
the Tories

would come into their own. No doubt this 1s
how some of the comically misnamed
'moderates’ are thinking. But there are much
more important reasons for the right-wing
offensive.

The right wing senses the depth of the
growing crisis. When Shirley Williams says: ‘If it
[parliamentarianism] is destroyed, as in Greece
or Chile, there are sinister forces only too ready
to take over,’ she is not just trying to scare the
left with bogeymen. The parliamentary game of
ins and outs, with near-identical policies, is
really under serious challenge. Five ‘States of
Emergency’ in three years is one symptom of
that fact.

The right wingers are desperately trying 1o
reassure our ruling class that the Labour Party
is still a safe, reliable alternative management of
the collective affairs of British capitalism. And
they are equally desperately trying to damp
down working class action against Phase Three.

'l abour cannot support each and every
industrial dispute,’ says Mrs Williams. She
means it cannot support any challenge 10 Phase
Three or the Industrial Relations Act. For that
would be encouragement to challenge a Labour
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government pursuing similar policies.

The ‘Lefts’ and some of the centre of the
parliamentary party see the other side of the
same coin. The Labour Party must restore its
credibility among working class militants. Such
credibility is the party's major asset in terms of
capitalist politics

It was badly eroded by the Wilson govern-
ment’s record in office. And, as the crisis
worsens, it is more than ever necessary tO
present a ‘left’ face if working-class discontent
is to be channelled into the relatively safe paths
of Labourism.

The shrewder amongst the ‘lefts’ also see the
crisis having profound political effects. They |
aim to ride the storm by bowing before the
wind. They are, above all, concerned to check
the growth of a serious political force on their
own left flank.

We have been consistently sceptical about
the sincerity and determination of the Labour
"efts’. We still are. But these 'lefts’ now have an
unparalleled opportunity to prove that they
mean business.

The right wing is on the rampage. |t daily
displays its contempt for party conference
decisions, it recklessly hands Wweapons 10 the
Tories, its policy is rule or ruin.

A serious left wing could have no choice but
1o use its strength, including its majority on the
party’'s NEC, to break the right wing offensive
and kick out the traitors.

The leaders of the Tribune group and their
union backers know very well how many
potential Dick Tavernes sit on the Labour
benches. They know how many Jenkinsites there
are who would prefer the Tories to even a
moderately left government. If left wing policies
are more than words to the Labour ‘lefts’ they
will prove it by action now. -

CORBRIDGE WOR

ER STRIKE

SEVEN of the nine men and
women sentenced to life im-
prisonment at the Winchester
bomb trial have been on hunger
strike for 14 days.

They are demanding political
status and the right to serve their
sentences in Northern Ireland. They
are not unreasonable demands. Even
the police state of Northern Ireland
permits the category of ‘political
prisoner’.

And a member of the Protestant
UDA, found guilty of four brutal
murders, was transferred at his re-
quest to England from Northern
ireland to serve his sentence. In all,
some 18 people convicted in Northern
Ireland have been transferred to
England.

There is no reason, apart from
adding to the viciousness of the life
sentences, why the Belfast Nine
should not be returned to Northern
Ireland.

Two of the prisoners are now
being force fed, involving the inser-
tion of a long, greased tube into the
throat down which liquid is poured.

The seven male prisoners have
refused to wear prison clothing—
something not required of political
prisoners—and are therefore naked
apart from a blanket. Their nudity
is the excuse used to deny them visits.

None of the relatives has been
able to visit the prisoners because
they are split up and moved from
prison to prison.

‘It is not a question of legal or
illegal to the -authorities, but a question
of black and white,” he went on. ‘A piece
of legislation has reclassified people as
‘illegal’. How do we know they won’t do it
in 19747

‘The government’s plan is to set black
against white, but we are in Britain and we
shall stay—with respect and dignity.”

Workers who suggested appeals to the
Pakistani and Indian High Commissions
were told that the community had to
fight in this country as part of the

TS TO FIGHT
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Despite all this the seven hunger
strikers are in good spirits and re-
solved to stick it out. Hugh Feeney
wrote from Wakefield Prison: ‘If 1
am not returned home I am deter-
mined to see this through to the
end . . . All I can say is, try and
understand my beliefs and principles.
I can’t give way on those. It isn’t
that I won’t, I can’t . . . It is only the
people at home who can help me.’

Dolours Price is equally firm in her
resolve to see the strike through to
the end. She writes in a letter to her
relatives: ‘Don’t waste time worrying
about us. Get marching . . . We know
you are behind us because none of
our family have ever been “criminals™
~_we don’t intend to be the first. Too
many good men and women have
died for this cause for us to give in
just to have a full belly.’

CKS

British working class. "There is no friction
from my workmates,’ pointed out an
immigrant worker. ‘The trouble came from
the authorities, who are trying to divide
us.

Maidenhead has a Community Relations
Council headed by a right-wing policeman,
who staves off criticism by explaining
that as a2 member of the force he is in too
delicate a position to comment. The move
to unite is a promising sign of the growing
awareness of the immigrant population.
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The determination in these letters
can be repeated for all the other
prisoners.

Socialists and trade unionists can
help to end this torture by flooding
the Home Office with demands for
the return of the political prisoners to
their homeland.

KS. CORBRIDGE CRESCENT, LONDON E2 01-739 9043/0185/6361

Students
in exam
boycott

ON MONDAY 400 students at York
University took part in the official union
picket outside the examination hall to
back up action by social science students
who are boycotting mid-course exams.

About 50 per cent of all students
stayed out of the exams on Monday. After
18 months of fruitless negotiation and
mounting discontent the students decided
that direct action was the only way
forward.

This started more than two weeks ago
with the occupation of the economics
block as a protest against the authorities
refusal to implement any changes. Student:
are demanding joint control with the staff
over their courses and the abolition of
ridiculous memory tests. On Tuesday
coachloads of militants from Leeds Poly
technic, Durham, Hull, Leicester and the
York area arrived in support.

The struggle at York University is par
of widespread and growing discontent a:
the government’s education policy. Tele-
grams of support to the Student Union,
York University, York.

As a socialist and trade
unionist you should support the
Shrewsbury Rally. 24 trade
unionists are on trial on our
behalf. Sympathy is welcome
but action is needed. The
national press has been silent,
but our role is to inform and
organise in their defence.

Our rally has a number of
purposes:

FIRST, to bring together as
many socialists and trade
unionists as possible to stress
the importance of the trial and
to show the men on trial that
they do not stand alone.

Christmas.

Shrewsbury 24 Rally
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SECOND, to provide for the families of the men. Itis not
difficult to see the extreme hardship that they will face this

THIRD, we need to hear from trade unionists in other
industries of the support and action they are pledged to give
At the rally there will be speakers from 1S and prominent
trade unionists in the building industry. Entertainment will be
provided by the Combine and by Jake Thackery.
Seymour Hall, Seymour Place, London W1 (near Marble Arch tube).
Monday 17 December 1973. 8pm.
Tickets 50p available from Socialist Worker (Rally), Corbridge
Works, Corbridge Crescent, London E2.

ndra Kerr nd Juafkr of
The Combine







