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‘YOU can’'t play golf with a
man and not know his business,’
said Harold Wilson. He knew,
he admits, that Anthony Field
was a property speculator when
he brought Field into his
‘kitchen cabinet’, his personal
staff.

He also knew Marcia Williams, his
private secretary and Field's sister,
had a financial stake in property
speculation.

Field is not someone who just
‘happened’ to be involved in a land
deal at Ince, Lancashire, which
netted his companies a profit of
about £100,000. He is a professional
exploiter of the jump in land values
that occurs when planning permission

Part of the 1000-strong
march through central
London last Sunday by
Asian workers-from all over
Britain protesting about
political repression in Bihar
and Gujarat states of India.
The march was organised by
the Indian Workers
Association,.

PICTURE: Christopher
Davies (Report)
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Wilson and Co: Reclaiming
Britain Ince by Ince

is given to develop land for housing,
industrial development or whatever.

We now know that he is at it
again in Carmarthenshire. He is
exactly the kind of profiteer Wilson
has repeatedly denounced.

Now the gain to a man like Field
of a connection with the leader of
the Labour Party is obvious enough.
Leave aside forged letters, it is not
exactly a disadvantage in dealing with
local authorities to be known to be
on intimate terms with a powerful

THE British press is full of ‘IRA
| outrages’ but has not a word about
" far more monstrous outrages com-
" mitted in Ireland by assassination
I squads of the British Army.

. Ever since the British govern-
" ment admitted last month that the
" Special Air Services (SAS)—a sinis-
| ter army murder squad—are opera-
" ting in Ireland, the Irish newspapers
' have been confirming the suspicions
of almost all political groups in
|Ireland that the SAS is responsible
for all sorts of terror in the North
! of Ireland.

On 24 March the Sunday World,
“a popular Irish Sunday paper re-
vealed that:

The SAS were in Derry on
Bloody Sunday in January 1972,
and had orders to fire on the
Parachute Regiment from the roof
of the Post Office, so providing an
excuse for the Paras to shoot at
demonstrators. A former Sergeant
Francis of the SAS told the Sunday
World that the plan had failed at
the last moment.

The SAS advocates ‘sabotage’,
‘assassination’ and ‘liason with orga-
nisation, training and control of

by Duncan Hallas

politician.
Harold Wilson’s worst enemy
couldn’t accuse him of being

a political innocent. He knows this as
well as anyone. Knowing this he
deliberately brought Field on to his
staff and he defends the action of
this land shark.

There is a difference between
land speculation and land reclama-
tion, he says, and in any case

The SAS were there on
- Bloody Sunday

by Paddy Prendiville

friendly guerrilla forces operating
against the common enemy’.

In Northern Ireland, ‘friendly
guerrilla organisations’ means ex-
treme Protestant groups. The Ulster
Volunteer Force, for instance,
which recently called off its assassi-
nation campaign after talks with the
IRA, has claimed in its newspaper,
Combat, that the Ulster Freedom
Fighters, an even more extreme
group which has claimed several
recent assassinations, is a section of
the SAS.

Needless to say, any detente,
however fragile, between the UVF
and IRA is a potential danger to
British interests in Ireland.

The assassination aims of the
SAS are substantiated in the Sunday
World by a photograph of an in-
ternal army policy document.

The latest SAS group to be sent

‘development’ creates jobs.

Harry Hyams, the biggest shark of
all, can make exactly the same
defence. He too, is ‘reclaiming’ land
for alternative uses. He too can claim
to ‘create jobs’. Does Wilson think
that Centrepoint sprang into being
without the labour of building
workers?

The fact is that Wilson surrounds
himself with rich men or would-be
rich men on the make. Men like

Joseph Kagan of Gannex, made into

to Ireland were until recently on
stand-by at their training depot at
Bradbury Lines Camp, Hereford,
where they were preparing to ‘inter-
vene’ if the miners had ‘cut up
rough’,

The Sunday World revelations
prove conclusively:

That sections of the British Army
are being trained by Brigadier Frank
Kitson, an ‘expert’ in ‘counter-
revolutionary warfare’, for a future
role against subversion in Britain.

That the most important training
ground for these terrorist groups is
in Ireland, North and South.

Why don’t we read about it?
Because the British press
has been prevented from publishing
a word about the SAS by a govern-
ment ‘D’ Notice.

So next time you hear the media
prattle about political violence, just
think about the SAS or, as they are
known in Ireland, the ‘dirty tricks
brigade’.

Labour’s slag-heap

Sir Joseph by Harold Wilson, Henry
Kissin, millionaire = commodity
speculator, Sigmund Sternberg of
Mountstar Metal, and a whole clique
of others who are up to their necks
in creaming fat profits from other
people’s work.

Other members of the government
have the same profitable connections.
Here are a few of them:

James Callaghan, Foreign Secretary
and associate of wealthy Sir Julian
Hodge who specialises in ‘second
mortgages’ at exhorbitant rates of
interest or, in plain English, what
used to be called usury.

Fred Peart, who came to the
Ministry of Agriculture fresh from a
rewarding job with the Fat Stock
Marketing Corporation.

Harold Lever, Chief Economic
Advisor to the cabinet and a ‘fat cat’
by any standards, who has any
number of connections with merchant
bankers, - brokers and other toiling
workers.

Plunderers

It is not an accident. It is corrup-
tion. Not corruption in the technical
legal sense of taking bribes. None of
these people have, as far as we know,
done anything illegal. It is political
corruption, the prostitution of a party
which claims to be the working man’s
party by association with profiteers
and plunderers.

Labour’s rotten right-wing politics
are both a cause and a consequence
of this corruption, It is no use Labour
leaders claiming that it is all a Tory
press smear. Of course the Tories are
using it for all they are worth. Of
course Tory and Liberal leaders are
up to their ears in the same filthy
business. But they are open defenders
of capitalism.

A so-called ‘socialist’ party which
tolerates and defends profiteers and
profiteering in its own ranks is a
corrupt party, a party that will
inevitably push anti-working class
policies.

300 police

refuse to
g0 on duty

GLASGOW:-300 policemen at the
Glasgow Eastern Division refused to
go on duty for an hour and a half
last Friday night.

The source of the trouble was
the men’s resentment at Special
Constables being used for duties which
normally provides overtime for police-
men on the beat. To add insult to
injury the Specials are paid much
less than regular policemen.

Three months ago Glasgow
launched a drive to increase the
strength of the Specials from 100
to 500. At that time the Assistant
Chief Constable described the role
of the Special Constable as being ‘to
help the police in the event of civil
disorder.”

Needless to say, not a word of the
police revolt appeared in the press.
After all, the press lords have enough
problems trying to convince the rest
of us to keep in line without having

| to deal with discontent among those

who are used to keep us in line



Italian
socialists
appeal for
solidarity

THE International Socialists
have received a fraternal appeal
from the Italian revolutionary
organisation Avanguardia
Opereia for action in solidarity
in the face of vicious repression
against workers’ struggles in
Italy.

In Rome, police have cleared most
of the 2000 squatters from the new
flats they were occupying in protest
against high rents and the shortage of
housing for workers.

In a series of brutal raids, 46
people were arrested, most of them
women. One was a mother of five
who threatened to jump from a
balcony in despair when the police
arrived. Many are still in prison.

In Cagliari, 14 people were arrested
in the early hours of the morning
after a demonstration in support of
the recent one-day general strike—one
was a woman eight months pregnant.
In Palermo, the arrest of 26 students
after an anti-fascist demonstration
was egged on by the local fascist
newspaper.

Facist

There have been hundreds of raids
on houses and arrests of individuals.
In Milan, 227 people were rounded
up in half an hour.

The Iletter from Avanguardia
Opereia reads:

Dear Comrades,

Our organisation, and the whole
revolutionary left, is under very heavy
attack at the moment in Italy.

As you probably know, the political
situation in our country is going from
bad to worse, with the economic crisis,
the weakness of the government, increased
fascist activity and some strange goings-on
in the army. In the face of all this, the
democratic forces in our society remain
passive, in effect supporting the reactionary
threat.

Fascists are able to carry on terrorist as
well as political activities undisturbed.
They have been bombing, shooting and
stabbing people all over the country, while
the magistrates and police, with the support
of all the bourgeois press and the com-
plicity of the Communist Party, are
mounting a national campaign against ou
organisation. ;

Starting with a clumsy frame-up of one
of our leading comrades in Florence, they
have searched offices and the homes of
militants all over the country. Their
repressive plan is to hit hard at the
revolutionary forces, the only oneswho are
fighting consistently against reactionary
plots and defending the oppressed and
exploited against the present grave threat
to their living standards.

We are mounting a big campaign on this
issue. Among other things, we have written
an . appeal to intellectuals and other
prominent individuals asking for solidarity
and for them to protest at this attack on
the most elementary rights of freedom of
speech and organisation.

Offensive

We ask you to do the same in your
country as quickly as possible, collecting
signatures and the support of individuals
and organisations. Telegrams of support
would also be very useful to us.

When you write the appeal, you could
link what is happening in Italy to the
situation in Europe generally and in your
own country. It is plain to see that the
reactionary offensive in Italy is not an
solated case. Repression is becoming in-
creasingly severs in many European

f mportant for

context of the
ion of dissent,
in Britain

SOCIALIST WORKER

THE PRESS has reacted to the planting
of bombs in shopping centres in different
towns this week to paint once again a
picture of Irish republicans as callous,
inhuman monsters. The bombings, it is
claimed, siiow that the British army is
quite right to imprison people without
trial, to shoot to kill, and use torture
to obtain information.

However, socialists and trade unionists
should approach the question of the
IRA from a completely different angle.
We need to begin by asking ourselves
why ordinary workers from Northern
Ireland resort to such methods as the
planting of bombs. For that is what the
vast majority of the members of the IRA
are—workers hardly different from those
you would meet in any factory in any
city in Britain.

The government describes the IRA as
‘asmall minority of terrorists’. But in the
last election supporters of this ‘small
minority’ got a fifth or more of the
vote in the Catholic areas of Northern
Ireland.

These votes were not cast because the
people of those areas are naturally blood-
thirsty or vicious. For more than 50
years, the Catholics have been dis-
criminated against by the authorities,
forced into the worst housing, made to
accept unemployment levels twice the
Northern Ireland average and four times
the British average.

When they began in 1968 and 1969
to protest peacefully against this state
of affairs, they were set upor. by the
Northern Irsland police, clubbed to the

Why
people

plant
bombs

ground, beaten up, tear gas was thrown
at them, eventually some of them were
shot in the streets.

Naturally, they began to gather arms
together to protect themselves. Then.in
1970 and 1971, the British troops re-
ceived orders to do the same job the
police had done before, only more ruth-
lessly. They invaded Catholic working
class areas, dragged the menfolk off to
imprisonment without trial, tore houses
apart in the search for arms, shot
dozens of unarmed civilians, men, wo-
men and children.

In the past few months, the British
government has given a few Catholics,
middle class politicians, positions in the
Northern Ireland government. But the
basic facts of life have not changed for
Catholic workers—they still suffer from
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WHAT WE THINK

twice the average amount of unemploy-
ment, hundreds of them imprisoned
without trial and they still face harrass-
ment from British troops. Indeed it has
been conclusively proved in the last
few weeks that groups of plain clothes
troops are operating, with orders to kill
known republicans on the spot. A group
of such troops were arrested in Southern
Ireland last week while trying to kidnap
republican supporters.

The support which is given to the
IRA is a quite natural reaction against
such repression. It is a reaction which
every socialist and trade unionist in
Britain should be able to understand
and sympathise with. After all, wouldn't
you react in the same way if troops
started shooting up your housing estate
and dragging your friends away for
‘internment’?

Some members of the IRA feel that
letting off bombs in shopping centres in
Britain is a way of fighting back against

the behaviour of the British troops in

Ireland. Socialists have to reject such a
view. The bombs do not hurt those
who give the order to the British troops,"
but innocent by-standers. What is more,
they make it easier for the British ruling
class to confuse people as to what is
really happening in Ireland.

But that does not in any way alter
the facts of the Irish situation. It is the
behaviour of the British troops that has
driven people to such a state of des-
peration that they plant bombs, and
those troops have to be withdrawn
from Ireland.

THE PENNY-PINCHERS

THE penny-pinchers of the
Social Security are at it again.
This time they are trying to cut
sickness benefits and the British
Medical Association is com-
pletely behind them.

Last Thursday a joint working
party of the Department of Health
and Social Security and the BMA
published a report of an inquiry
set up by the previous Tory minis-
ter Sir Keith Joseph. They proposed
that doctors should no longer state
in sick notes that patients are unfit
for work, but that these decisions
should be made by the National
Insurance staff who are responsible
for paying out the money.

As a family doctor and a socialist
I find these proposals very disturb-
ing and a serious interference with
the lives of working people. If the
Labour government accepts them
they could be put into operation by
summer next year.

The report proposes that in ‘short-
term’ illnesses a doctor will write
‘diagnosis unspecified’ and the Natio-
nal Insurance staff will then decide
whether to make a payment. ;

From my own experience I know
that this is aimed at cases such as
men who are staying at home to look

Lord Ug

rm

a sant o vol
ved in the Cayman Islands should be
promoted to the House of Lords.

It belongs to Duncan Sandys, a
former Tory Cabinet Minister, who
was appointed consultant to Lonrho
in September 1971. His salary was

MOVE IN ON SICK

By a doctor

after their young children while their
wives are ill. In such cases I usually
write something like ‘debility’ on the
sick note, because if he is forced to go
to work when there is no one to look
after his kids then his own health
and mental state are bound to suffer.

I hardly think that a Social
Security official will be quite so
sympathetic. I don’t think that a
miner—or any other worker who has
to work in intolerable conditions—
who has a cold is “fit to work’. The
Social Security doesn’t agree.

I feel very strongly that all sense

of confidentiality between a patient

and myself will disappear. For ex-
ample in some cases young girls come
to me wanting an abortion. They
don’t want the Social Security snoop-
ers or their boss to know that they
are pregnant, so sometimes my.dia-
gnosis on the certificate is masked—

this sacrifice, Sandys was ‘co
pensation” of £130,000. Once again,
the money was paid in the Cayman
Islands, and once again Sandys paid
no tax at all.

When the secrecy of this deal was
exposed,. Sandys paid back £44,000

for the sake of the patient’s general
welfare.

In the case of mental illness in
particular patients should not be
forced to discuss their problems in
detail with some unknown official,
who cannot possibly know when
the patient is fit to work.

DISCOVER

The danger is that diseases will
be missed. Take the case of someone
who has just got over flu. If he has
a persistent cough the National
Insurance will send him back to
work, but if he decides with his
doctor when he is fit, the doctor

.might well send him for an X-ray to

discover whether there is anything
serious behind the cough.

The situation concerning sick notes
is bad enough as it is without these
proposals making things worse. Why,
when both a patient and I agree that
he is unfit to work, should a Social

Lonrho scandal came at the
f a long career which Sandys
v to white supremacy in
ies, in Rhodesia and
o the continued
heikhs in the

| e East and barbarous kings in

, who complained so
bout the Lonrho affair,
has recommended the main culprit
for a peerage.
Society elevates its most diligent
supporters. And a society founded
on tax evasion, racialism, unpleasant-
ness and unacceptability is bound
to honour men like Duncan Sandys,

Security doctor, who no knowledge
of the patient’s background and after
just one examination, be able to
over-rule what both I and the patient
think and send him back toc work?

These proposals make things
even worse. The implication is that
patients will have to convince officials
that temporary illnesses have been
genuine. I find this ominous and it
sounds to me like being presumed
guilty until you are able to prove
your innocence.

The British Medical Association
is concerned with saving doetors’
time in dealing with medical certifi-
cases. Unfortunately far too many
doctors will go along with this, but
if their proposals go through it will
make the job of socialist doctors
and those who care about workers
and their families much more diffi-
cult. We face an enormous problem
in convincing our colleagues that they
are wrong.

The strongest allies we have are
in the trade union movement.
Organised workers can fight attacks
like this and I appeal to all readers
to raise the matter in their trade
union branches and on their shop
stewards’ committees. It is perhaps
something that the new rank and file
movement can concern itself with.

CHILE SOLIDARITY
MARCH &
Sunday 5 May, 2pm
Assemble Hyde Park Corner
for march to Downing Street

Not a penny, not a gun for the
Chilean generals
Withdraw diplomatic recognition now
Open the doors to all Chilean refugees
Solidarity with the Chilean resistance
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Guns in the scales

by Les Kay (Blackbum TGW!1I)
BLACKBURN:—Nine members of the
Ulster Defence Association awaiting
trial on charges of illegally possessing
automatic weapons were granted bail a
week ago Friday after an application
to judge in chambers.

The application was made by their solicitor
who described conditions at Risley Remand
Centre,  where they were being held, as
‘worse than Colditz castle’.

The men—from Preston, Accrington and
Blackburn—were charged after the Daily Mail
published pictures of armed thugs on military
exercises on nearby Darwen moor.

The men in the pictures were hooded and
carried sten guns, M25 rifles, automatic car-
bines, Magnum rifles, Schmeisser automatic

machine pistols and other murderous hardware.

Soon after the article was published, a police
raid on the homes of the men discovered sten
guns and ammunition.

The grant of bail to the men needs to be
compared with the treatment of three young
Irish republicans who were arrested on con-
spiracy charges in the Blackburn area last
year. The three were kept in solitary confine-
ment at Risley for 22 weeks, while one of
them was waiting for a hip operation.

of justice

They were continually denied bail even
after securities of several thousands of pounds
were put up. One of those offering bail, a
councillor, was even prepared to surrender the
title deeds of his house as security.

Socialists in Blackburn are noting the links
between the activities of the UDA in the area
and those of the National Front.

A few weeks before the UDA affair blew
up, the local National Front leader, Kingsley
Read, received two bullets through the post.

He immediately accused either the Inter-
national Socialists or the IRA of having sent
them to him. This is not surprising since Read
accuses IS of everything that goes wrong in
Blackburn.

Read’s father, Lieutenant J H Read, is
secretary of the local gun club.

When the National Front first started in
Blackburn as the League of Empire Loyalists,
they used to meet in the farmhouse of Mrs
Ursula Barling, which is not a stone’s throw
away from the place where the UDA were
photographed by the Daily Mail reporters.

Read, incidentally, is a member of the
‘Legion of Frontiersmen’; a paramilitary body
who allegedly constitute a ‘third reserve force’
which will fill the breach after the regular
army and the territorials have been conquered
by the subversives.

The wall
was

the
landlord’s

NORTH LONDON:—Three lump
labourers survey their work at the home
of Mr Reg Efford (standing on second
floor) last Sunday in Islington.

Mr Efford has been living in the
house for 47 years. His mother had
taken over the tenancy from his father,
and with the death of his mother last
December, Mr Efford has become the
legal tenant.

The landlords, T H Bull and Sons,
had intended to ‘renovate’ the house.
Soon after his mother's death last
Christmas part of the top of the back
wall of the house collapsed, destroying
his lavatory, which was in the garden.
Local council officials supplied Mr Efford
with a portable lavatory.

‘When that was full’ said Mr Efford,
‘l asked the council what | should do.
‘The council told me to dig a hole in the
back garden and bury it.”

The back garden was full of rubble
from the partial collapse of the wall.

Builders apparently employed by the
landlord removed more of the wall, re-
placing it with plyboard. This came
down on a windy night a fortnight ago.

Then last week builders arrived and
started removing the remains of the
wall. ‘I had no idea that anyone was
living there’ claimed one of the work-
men." He came out and apologised that
he couldn’t make us a cup of tea. if I'd
known I‘d never have got involved.

Robbed

Others employed on the site were
more reticent. ‘You're not getting any-
thing from me’ shouted a man apparently
employed as foreman. ‘Stop harassing
me.’

Soon after the wall's partial collapse
Mr Efford had his gas meter robbed.
The police came round and took the
meter for ‘fingerprinting!. ‘You haven't
got a leg to stand on, you'll have to
leave’ said a young policeman.

Mr Efford had quite a few legal legs
to stand on, but it was only last week-
end when he contacted members of the
Islington Tenants Campaign that this
began to come clear.

By then the water and electricity
had been cut off, The Campaign, which
includes = tenants, squatters, local law
centres, International Socialists and mem-
bers of the Communist Party, stayed in
the property over the weekend.

The police took an interest on Monday
morning, but their arrival caused Reg
Efford to collapse.

The landlords had no comment to
make. They have now indicated to the
‘tenant that after renovation he will be
given a flat in the property.

The lump labourers employed on the
site threatened on Sunday to take off
the roof, take the building apart, and
throw out Mr Efford's belongings. It
was only the intervention of the Tenants
Campaign which prevented this.

Mr Efford is @ man who wanted, and
“has the right, to a quiet life. His case is
the latest in a long line of winkling
operations. The moral is clear: you have
to stand, organise, and fight.

Story: Nigel Fountain
Picture: Peter Harrap
(REPORT)

100 picket
for hunger
striker

by Sue Baytell

IN a demonstration called by the Irish
Political Hostages Campaign more
than 100 people picketed Gartree
Prison, Liecester, last Sunday in soli-
darity with Hugh Feeney, one of the
four jailed in the London bombings
trial. He has been on hunger strike
for 145 days.

Despite a heart condition and
rheumatic fever he has been force-
fed for more than 100 days. To date
he has had one visitor—his mother.
All other visits have been refused in-
cluding a request from Philip
Sheridan, another Irish republican
prisoner in Gartree.

This treatment is the result of
Hugh Feeney’s demand for political
status.

Home Secretary Roy Jenkins has
refused to repatriate the hunger
strikers for the time being though
he has said they may be eventually
repatriated. Pressure must be brought
to bear on the government to return
these people to the North of Ireland
so that they may serve their vicious
sentences near their relatives and
friends.

Court move
over sit-in
pickets

EASTLEIGH, Hampshire:~There have
been dramatic developments in the fifth
week of Strachans Engineering workers’
occupation. Even as Giltspur, the parent
company, were negotiating with the works
committee and union officials last Wednes-
day, High Court summonses were being
served on 24 pickets at the factory. The
summonses were due to be answered at
10.30am on Tuesday. But no one ans-
wered them.

Giltspur, who are desperate to sell the
plant, were forced to agree that the
shop stewards should show the first po-
tential buyers, Willenhall Motor Radiators,
round the works on Monday.

Meanwhile Ford the plant’s sole cus-
tomer, are vetting other prospective
buyers and are obviously as keen to get
van production going as Giltspur are to
sell the plant.

The company’s double dealing has
only strengthened the determination of
the occupiers. They are demanding full
reinstatement for all those made redun-
dant under the same conditions as before
and full wages for everybody for the
period of the occupation.

A delegation from Strachans went to
Clydeside last week where they received
considerable financial support from
Yarrows, UCS, Albion Motors and
Singers.

Nonetheless more financial support is
needed to carry the workers on to victory.
Send to Pat Doyle, Works Committee
Convenor, Strachans Engineering,
Chickenhall Lane, Eastleigh, Hampshire.

Free Shrewsbury pickets

There will be 2 lobby

of parl
Wedne 1 2
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THE delegation from the TUC  which visited
South Africa last October advocated the en-
couragement of trade unionism for black workers.
In fact they proposed ‘opposition to Britist
investment’ where companies were not ‘encourag-
ing and recognising genuinely independent trade
unions for black African workers’.

More recently the House of Commons report
on the conditions of black ‘wotkers in South
Africa recommended the recognition of black
trade unions.

Recent events in South Africa show how
hollow such statements are and.show also the
hypocrisy of both British companies and the TUC.
While British Leyland sacks workers who demand
trade union recognition, the TUC proposes to try
to shackle the.new black unions to the white
unions whose interest is to keep white supremacy.

Leyland is the 10th largest company in South
Africa and produces big profits. Last year the
Metal and Allied Workers Union was formed as
an independent black trade union, not affiliated
to the white-dominated TUCSA and without
legal recognition. They have full membership

by Alan Baldwin

at Leyland’s Durban plant and for months have
been struggling for recognition and negotiating
rights.

In early March 175 workers took strike action
over recognition and more than 100 were sacked.

Leyland insisted they must go through the
works committee, as set down by the government.
The company have no objections to trade unions,
of course, so long as they remained useless. It
also became clear that they would co-operate
with a TUCSA-affiliated union.

Identified

The British TUC is trying to build up the

TUCSA as the guardian of the black unions. They
have fraternal links and the TUCSA make sure
the TUC delegation got a good look at South
Africa from the point of view of entrenched
white racist interests.

A ‘minister’ in the puppet Kwazulu bantus-

Leyland sack 100 in South Africa

tan, Barney Dladla, who has identified himself
with black workers in Durban, reported on his
recent meeting in London with the TUC that
they are trying to bribe black unions into work-
ing under TUCSA. Allan Hargreaves, the inter-
national secretary of the TUC, is clearly trying to
channel the proposed £100,000 for assisting
black unions through TUCSA. This is totally un-
acceptable to the new black unions.

‘The TUC can keep its money’, said Dladla.
‘TUCSA is not interested in black workers and
never has been. It has done absolutely nothing
in its 20 years of existence to improve con-
ditions for African labour.’

The growth of independent black unions
is; a crucial step in the unfolding struggle in

-South Africa which needs every support from

British workers. -The TUC has = conspicously
failed to recognise this, and more important, is
unwilling to start the kind of action which will
offer real solidarity with workers in South
Africa. Workers at Leylands in Britain can offer
more powerful support for their brothers by
forcing the parent company to negotiate.
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Dockers on

first official
strike
since war

SWEDEN saw its first official strike
since the war last Friday when 3000
members of the independent Swedish
Dockers Union held a one-day strike
as the climax of two-week overtime
ban.

Swedish workers suffer a far more
bureaucratic trade union structure
than British workers. The Swedish
equivalent of the Industrial Relations
Act has been in force since 1928.
Each year the Labour Organisation,
equivalent to the TUC, fixes wages
for the entire labour force.

The Dockers’ Union was until
‘ecently part of the Transport Union,
vut broke away when the Transport
lzaders decreed that the branch orga:
nisation in the Northern ports would
be dissolved into much larger, more
remote district branches.

The dockers refused and were
expelled. They got immediate sup-
port from the militant Gothenburg
dockers. The new union includes
three-quarters of the country’s
dockers.

The immediate cause of the dis-
pute is a claim for a pay increase and
for control over overtime. At present
the employers demand five hours
overtime a day and Saturday and
Sunday working.

Distinct

Inflation in Sweden is about the
same as in Britain, on top of a high
cost of living. Good meat costs £3 per
pound and the rent for a three-room
flat in a working-class district of
Gothenburg is £75 a month. The
increase in rent this year for such a
flat will be £13 per month.

So the dockers are concerned that
working conditions should not be
“lrlom away, and their claim reflects
this.

Showing adistinet lack of concern,
the Labour Organisation’s central
agreement this year gives an increase
of £2 a week. Already unofficial
strikes among metal miners and fac-
tory workers are increasing in face of
rising prices.

Said Christer Terenius, a Gothen-
burg docker, ‘We must have this
claim to guard against the fantastic
nise in prices. We in Gothenburg will
be pressing the leadership for more
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Slogans on the main entrance of Merida University, where students barricaded themselves against armed police

MURDER

IN MEXICO

PARA-MILITARY thugs direc-
ted by Mexican police chief
Gamboa Gamboa kidnapped
Calderon Lara, a member of
the Workers and Students
Committee, in Yucatan,
Mexico, six weeks ago.

The kidnapping set off a wave
of school and higher education
strikes and a strike of the Indepen-
dent Trade Union Front. A mass
demeonstration in Merida  City
centre, demanding Calderon Lara’s
return, was met with troops using
machine guns, tear gas and bazookas.
Students and workers defended the
university building using buses,

-furniture and burning tyres as

barricades.

The battle lasted for hours with
many wounded and even more
arresis. Afierwards a3 general strike

of worksrs. peasam

= IR

Ireey T Temy Trrsge 1ol

by SW correspondent

bullet in the back of the head.

A silent march of 4000 attended
the funeral.

As the protest movement. grew,
more and more employers began
sacking members of the indepen-
dent trade union. Four more stu-
dents were kidnapped. Their fate is
not yet known.

Gamboa Gamboa made a state-
ment in which he said ‘the inten-
tion was to frighten Calderon Lara,
My officers went too far.” A casual
admission to responsibility and com-
plicity for a brutal murder that has
yet to result in Gamboa’s arrest.

STRENGTH

A demonstration of 80,000
people on 4 March demanded the
dissolution of the corrupt state
20 M i ‘

Yucatan have been victims of foreign
and absentee landlords, suffering
government corruption and repres-
sion at the first sign of protest.

The Mexican equivalent of the
TUC, the CTM, works hand in glove
with employers and government. At
the height of the struggle around
the Calderon Lara murder, the CTM
were calling for increased force and
repression against the workers and
peasants in the independent trade
union.

Laws guaranteeing minimum
rights to workers are ignored in
Yucatan. Elections are a bad joke,
with ballot boxes stuffed with votes

Afor' the ruling party—the Institu-

tional Revolutionary Party—by po-
lice and government officials.

The seemingly endless patience
of the oppressed in Yucatan has
broken. The government are no
strangers to bloody repression.

The Workers and Students Com-
mittee of Merida have sent urgent
messages for solidarity and support.
Protests should | to the
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France

DEATH OF
POMPIDOU
BRINGS
SPLIT

INTO OPEN

by lan Birchall

THE DEATH of Frances’ President
Pompidou last week occurred
against a background of deep crisis in
French society. . ; i

Why was Pompidou’s illness
hushed up for so long? The answer
is that the French Tories of the
Gaullist party are deeply split. Faced
with rising unemployment and a wave
of industrial militancy, they could
not afford a long public squabble
about who was to climb into
Pompidou’s boots.

So poor old Pompidou had to die
on his feet, trying to pretend he was
only suffering from piles.

Pompidou was never a politician.
After a brief flirtation with socialism
in his student days, he became a
teacher before finding his true calling
in life as a banker with the giant
Rothschild bank. He also had his
fingers in oil and railway companies.
All of this made him well-placed to
work as a fund-raiser for the Gaullists.

But in 1958 the French ruling
class decided politics was too serious
to be left to the politicians, and
brought back General de Gaulle to
impose- law- and - order. -Banker
Pompidou was there to:see that the
true interests of the wealthy were
looked after, and in 1962 he became
Prime Minister, though he had never
been a member of the French parlia-
ment.

Hushed

Faced with the strike of 10 million
workers in 1968, he showed him-
self a shrewd operator. He also used
his big business contacts to suppress
opposition in radio and television.
Then, discreetly stabbing his old
boss de Gaulle in the back, he be-
came President in 1969.

It is already clear that there will
be more than one right-wing candi-
date for the coming elections, though
the horse-trading will be going on in
suitably hushed tones during the
memorial services.

The left will almost certainly be
represented by Francois Mitterrand,
backed by the Socialist and Commu-
nist Parties. Mitterrand is very much
a politician. Back in the 1950s he
was a partner in numerous -anti-
Communist alliances before he dis-
covered that Communist votes were
his best way to the top.

He was Home Secretary in 1954,
when the people of Algeria launched
their long struggle for freedom. He
acted promptly—banning the main
Algerian nationalist party.

There is at least an outside chance
that Mitterrand can win, given the
splits in the right. If he does, the
pace in France will certainly quicken.
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