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ocialist Worker

PAPER OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISTS

THIS WEEK Socialist Worker publishes
an article which really shows what the
British troops are doing in the North of
Ireland.

Its writer, Claire Griffin, was born
and raised in Crossmaglen. She moved
away, but returned for two weeks last
summer—to find an occupied town. Her
first-hand account of life under an army
occupation is on pages 8-9,

Every reader of Socialist Worker
should read this article. And every
reader should be on the demonstrations
in Manchester and London this week to
commemorate Bloody Sunday 1972,
when British soldiers shot dead 13
demonstrators in Derry, to demand
TROOPS OUT OF IRELAND!

MANCHESTER: This Sunday, 27

January, at 2.30pm.
Rally: Small hall, Barnes Wallis Building,
University Institute of Science and

Technology (near Piccadilly Station).
Speakers: Joan Maynard MP, Eamonn McCann
and Alastair Renwick (Troops Out Movement).

LONDON: Saturday 1 February,

1.30pm.

Rally: Conway Hall, Red Lion Square,
WC1 (rearest tube Holborn)

Speakers from the International Socialists,
IMG, Labour Party, Mike Cooley -and
Bernadette McAliskey.

5pm: Torchlight procession
Speakers’ Corner, Hyde Park.

from

Fund: £224 this week

As 3000 Imperial Typewriter
workers face the dole:

Jobs: Stop
the slaughter

THREE THOUSAND workers in Hull
and Leicester learnt in the crudest
‘possible way last week what the crisis
means. They were told by their em-
ployers, Imperial Typewriters, that
their factories are to close and they
will have to join 700,000 other people
in the dole queue in a few weeks time.

The head of Imperial Typewriters,

Raymond Beecham, said: ‘This is a very sad
fa}f in many ways.” -Similar words can be

eard from bosses in every section of indus-
try and from government ministers.

. Imperial Typewriters, like many . of the
places facing closure, is not an isolated
factory. It is a tiny’ part of a giant company—
in this case Litton Industries, an American-
based multi-national corporation with assets

THIS STRIKE MUST BE
WON: Women strikers from
the Yarnolds factory in

EVERYONE knows people are poorer in
the first weeks of January than at any
other time in the year, but that hasn't
affected the Socialist Worker readers at
Cwm Colliery, South Wales. We had a
letter last week from the lodge secretary
enclosing £10 for the Socialist Worker
Fighting Fund and wishing us ‘avery
success in the future.’

YOU can get your lodge or union branch
to send us money too. And it couldn’t
comé at a more important time. The
financial situation gets increasingly serious
every week. Every possible bill ssems to
be up by more than a fifth since last
year, and just to keep the paper at its
present level costs more and more every

month.

So all you readers who are trade
unionists: raise the question in your branch
at the next meeting—or at your chapel or
lodge or shop stewards’ committee.

We are still a long way off the £2000
target this month. This week we collected
£224 .00, which brings the total for January
to £1089.20. So follow the example of
The Cwm miners.

Domations from: Leeds IS £100,
Croydon IS £6, Aberdeen 1§ £9, NUM
Cwm Lodge, Maesteg £10, Univ of York
Students Union £25, Tuttanham IS £8.50,
Newcastle IS £1.50, West Middx District
£7.45, Wigston IS £9, Pafdington 1S
£11.9 0. |

of 2000 million dollars.

Behind the closure is the determination of
the company to maintain its profits despite
the international economic crisis and regard-
less of the effects of the lives of thousands
of workers.

* This was admitted in Litton’s last com-
pany  report. ‘The decision to phase out
our operations last year was part of a con-
tinuous and deliberate process of reshaping
Litton’s activities in order to concentrate
our assetts and strengthen in those areas of
greatest profit potential,’ it said.

Intolerable

The workers at Leicester and Hull are the
latest on the list” of thousands of workers
to suffer frbm this ‘continuous and dehbe-

rate process’.

.....

INSIDE

Wolverhampton picketing
one of the firm’'s curtain

shops last Saturday. They
made the curtains for 40 IPD: International Profiteers
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hours a week for a wage

of £13 until they came out
on strike seven weeks ago
for union recognition. The
women need your support.
Picket the shops next
Saturday: Help on the picket
line. Send financial support.
Details—page 15.

Chile: Engines ban lifted . . ...

o s

Littons claim that Imperial was never
profitable. Yet their own figures show that
in 1973 they made an operating profit of
£186,000—and what made this into a loss
was a massive £1,317,000 (£8 per week per
worker) that had to be paid out in interest
to banks and money lenders:

Many Imperial workers in Leicester are
blaming last summer’s long strike by Asian
workers for the closure. Nothing could be
further from the truth. A Littons letter to
shareholders last July outlines the com-
pany’s ‘determination to close some plants’
long before the strike began.

The truth is rather that the disunity in

~ the factory caused by the failure of many

white workers to support their Asian fellow-
workers’ strike strengthened the arm of
management in bringing down the axe.

But the bosses have not won the
battle yet. The workers can fight for
their jobs.

As Tommy Hall, who has worked
at Imperial in Leicester for a long
time, told Socialist Worker. ‘If the
government can spend £20 millionl
closing the Channel Tunnel, they can
certainly keep this place open.
Wedgwood Benn should nationalise
the firm to save our jobs.’

Defend

That’s the right answer. But Benn
will not come in like a fairy god-
mother unless the workers force him
to act.

There are lots of ways to defend
jobs. Littons are- still 1sing the
British market for their goods, and
they’re hoping to make a hefty pro-
fit from the £1.7 million worth of
plant machinery which they own in
Leicester and Hull.

Workers in both cities should hold
the machinery as hostage for their
jobs. They should make sure that no
machinery leaves the factories until
their jobsrare guaranteed.

They should demand that their
union—the Transport and Geneial
Workers—orders all its members to
black all Litton goods unti ike
Imperial jobs are safeguarded.

This sort of fighting policy can
save jobs. But it needs a lead from the
shop floor.

If the stewards won’t give a lead,
the workers must elect a new rank
and file committee to fight for their
2 jobs. This committee should insist on
unity between black and white
workers and on linking the struggle
‘between the workers in the two
cities—and between workers across
all industries in both cities.

@ Occuoy to force nationalisa-
10 tion without compensation.
@ Link the struggles in Leicester and

1T K,

@ Black Littons until Imperial work-

...13 ers’ jobs are guaranteed.
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Thanks for nothing, Dr Murray

SOCIALIST Worker last week reported the
killer effects of PVC and highlighted how
men who work in PVC-making plants die
of liver cancer. But PVC doesn’t only

affect the men who make it.

On 8 January, two gangs working on
aboard the Rumanian ship Calassi, berthed
at 9 shed in London’s King George V
Dock, were asked to load 530 tons of raw
PVC. The PVC was first imported into this
country, but because of the state of the
market, it was to be re-exported. The men
loaded seven tons and then called in their
shop stewards to investigate the health risks.

They stopped work while the stewards
pursued the matter. None of the trade
anion officers wanted to know. They all

told the men to work the PVC. So the

stewards took it higher. Eventually, on 16
January, 20 of the 24 men involved voted
to remain loading.

They did so against the advice of the
stewards: who did a fine job throughout.
But they were swayed by a letter sent from

By Bob Light, TGWU

Dr Robert Murray, medical advisor to the
TUC, who said: ‘There should be no
difficulty in the cargo being handled.’
And on Murray’s assurances the men load-
ed the PVC.

Now this is very interesting because
the same Dr Robert Murray was involved
in another dispute about hazardous cargo
in the docks some years ago. Men in the
West India Dock were refusing to load
asbestos. They said it was a killer.

Trade union officials urged the men to
work it. They included Tommy Cronin,
now the TGWU National Docks Officer.
They assured the men they wouldn’t let
anyone touch asbestos if they thought it
was in any way dangerous. And to back
up their claims, they produced another of
Dr Murray’s letters. No, no, no, said Dr

Murray, there should be no ‘difficulty’ in
handling asbestos.

Today we know the result. A good nnom-
ber of men have some ‘difficulty’ in breath-
ing because their lungs are full of asbestos
dust. Some had too much ‘difficulty’ to
stay alive. How many men will suffer the
same fate, by listening to .Dr Murray’s
opinions on PVC, only time and their
livers will tell.

But Dr Murray isn’'t .in any danger.
Last .week he retired from the TUC. His
next job will be very interesting. Maybe
he’ll go onto the payroll of Cane Asbestos,
or BP, wto make PVC in this country.
Maybe he’ll go the whole way, and set
himself up as an undertaker.

But one thing you can guarantee: Dr
Robert Murray will never have to work on
the line in a PVC factory, or work down a
ship’s hold loading the stuff.

FOOTNOTE: The Rumanian Trade Mission
threatened to take the line out of London
if the PVC wasn’t handled.
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strike action called by the TUC.

The Committee are calling on all trade unionists
to force the TUC into naming the date for national
strike action. To further such a campaigh, it suggests
that all trade unionists take these steps: o

PASS a resolution calling on the TUC to take
strike action, and send copies to Congress House and

to your own union’s Executive.

CALL a mass meeting to clarify further the issues
involved. The Organising Committee can provide
speakers, if necessary, through Roger Cox, the
Secretary. Two of the Shrewsbury defendants (John
Llywarch and Ken O’Shea) have stated that they
will do what they can to help the campaign.

SELL the Rank and File Shrewsbury Fact Sheet
as widely as possible. If you have not yet ordered
copies (25,000 have been distributed already) now'’s
the time. Orders from Roger Cox, 214 Roundwood
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THE Rank and File Organising Committee met on
Sunday after the lobby of parliament over the

Shrewsbury pickets and agreed that Des Warren and
Eric Tomlinson will be freed only through mass

arms for Chile.

After the ban was imposed last May, the executive agreed that it

HE BUTCHERS OF
CHILE REJOICE...

WORK HAS STARTED again at Rolls Royce, East
Kilbride, Scotland, on the eight engines for Chilean
fighter planes which were blacked by the engineering
union’s works committee last May. The works com-
mittee have agreed to accept an instruction from the
AUEW executive to work on the engines—an instruction
which makes nonsense of the union’s decision to black all

was carrying out the policy of the union. The abject about turn
in policy was taken last October after John Boyd, Scottish execu-
tive member, moaned about the ‘danger to jobs’ if this ‘crucial
work’ was not continued at East Kilbride.

The executive agreed, apparently unanimously, to instruct the
Rolls Royce workers to lift the ban. The instruction was received
on 15 October, the day before the Rolls Royce workers engaged
on a long and successful strike over wages. The works committee

asked the executive to reconsider its decision—which the executive

duly did—and reaffirmed it.

So the works committee,

Road, London, NW10. 50p for 75 copies.

SEND a donation to the Shrewsbury
Dépendents Fund, which has now been
re-opened to help the families of Brothers
Warren and Tomlinson. You should
specifically consider adopting one of the
families and giving them regular support
through the Fund. The Treasurer is Mr
Ossie Lewis, 25 Park Road, Cheam,
Surrey.

CALL local conferences of trade
unionists to co-ordinate this campaign
in every locality and, where possible,
organise local marches and pickets. The
20-minute Shrewsbury film is available
for these and other meetings and can be
booked through Roger Cox.

a

THE MIDDLESBROUGH branch of the
AUEW Construction Section voted at its
meeting just before Christmas to call a
one-day strike of members in support
of the immediate release of the Two.
The precise date has yet to be fixed,
but is expected to be later this month
or early in February.

[

100 PEOPLE attended last Friday’s South
London Shrewsbury Defence Committee
meeting at Lambeth Town Hall. Platform
speakers included Sid Easton, Transport
Union executive .member, Jack Henry, of
- the UCATT general council, Sidney
Bidwell Labour MP for Southall and a
member of the Tribune Group, and
- Marcus Lipton, local Labour MP.

But only Lipton, who is a right-winger,
stated that industrial action ‘of the sort
that freed the Pentonville Five’ was what
was needed to free the pickets.

Bidwell, meanwhile, claimed that the
basic problem was Roy Jenkins’ ‘lack of
understanding’ of the issue. Jenkins was,
he said, a decent man with ‘an excellent
record of race relations.” The Tribune
Group would keep pressing the issues
and ‘if need be go direct to the Queen
herself.’
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without taking the instruction
to a mass meeting, have agreed
to work on the engines—with
the proviso that any worker
who doesn’t want to ‘for
reasons of conscience’ need not
do so.

This wretched defeat for
international solidarity, which
will be widely celebrated by
the Chilean junta, is a grim
pointer to the weakness of the
AUEW Executive and of the
works committee at East
Kilbride.

The works committee have
had two months to take the
issue to the members. Had it
been posed in terms of the
reality of life for trade union-
ists in Chile—and the damage
to the junta which the blacking
created—the workers might
well have carried a decision not
to obey the executive instruc-
tion, -

As it was, they behaved
throughout like Parliamentar-
ians for their members, legis-
lating for them without involv-
ing them in the decisions.

" JOURNALISTS
WIN

EAST LONDON:-Journalists
on -the Stratford Express
newspaper group went back
to work with their heads high
on Monday after a two-week
strike had forced management
to accept their demands.

The strike, which was of-
ficial, followed management
attempts to make five journa-
lists redundant. - Under the
settlement, . management
agreed to withdraw the re-
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nuine sense of grievance.
Hooper asks why the law
appears to have dealt more leniently
with protesting farmers than the
Shrewsbury pickets. The answer
surelv lies in the tolerance of a
police force able to distinguish be-
s the spontaneous protest of
normally law abiding citizens and
he calculated defiance of K a

i

Most farmers, in Wales and else-
where, know very well that picket-
ing is illegal. They also respect the
rule of law and its impartial appli-
cationi. Perhaps we should all be
thankiul thar we live 1n a country

here the Ia s sull able to dis-
RSy those who woulid
destroy the system and those whose
emotions lead them to occasional
protest.

Yours faithfully,

G. H. B. CATTELL,

Director General, {
The National Farmers’ Union,
Agriculture House,
Knightsbridge, SW1.

January 20.

ST DETwWELS

Hands off, Jenkins!

PICKETS protesting outside the
house of Labour Home Secretary
Roy Jenkins last Saturday, at his
attempt to deport Franco Caprino,
an ltalian trade unionist active in
this country.

Under the Immigration Act he
will be deported without being told
the charges against him. He is appeal-
ing to a Home Office Advisory Panel,
which has no powers, meets in secret,
and will hear Franco Caprino’s
defence without telling him what
he is supposed to have done.

The Franco Caprino Support
Committee has called two vigils. The
first is at 6pm, this Thursday, 23
January, at the Home Office,
London, SW1. The second between
1pm and 2pm during the appeal on
Monday 3  February, outside
Thanet House in the Strand, London,
WC2.

All trade unionists and socialists
should support these vigils against the
Immigration Act’s arbitrary powers.

Picture: Peter Harrap (Report)

dundancy notices and allow
the - National Union of
Journalists to appoint an
accountant to examine all the
firm’s accounts in depth.

But despite the magnifi-
cent stand by the NUJ chapel

(office branch) which brought
the first victory of its kind
by NUJ members in provin-
cial difficulties, the chapel
is prepared to accept sackings.
Few, if any, chapel mem-
bers would accept that they
are the cause of any ‘financial
problems’—so they should not
accept that the loss of any
of their jobs is the solution.



Not a book for

armchair socialists

by Steve Ludlam

NUPE shop steward, Moorfield’s Eye Hospital, East London, and member of Hospital

Worker editorial board.

THE mjaority of the family men
and women I work with would be
better off signing on for a week at
one of Barbara Castle’s Social
Security offices than clocking in
every day in one of her hospitals.
Even the TUC £30 minimum is
£1.50 below the Social Security
subsistance benefit level for a two-
child family.

Mrs Castle makes a righteous
fuss over pay beds in the National
Health Service to obscure the fact
that she’s presiding over savage cuts
in health spending and strangling
what’s left of the NHS.

The National Union of Public
Employees calls itself the wunion
‘that fights for the low paid’. Alan
Fisher, director of British Airways
and general secretary of NUPE,
has written a book entitled Low
Pay and How to Fight it. Last
month NUPE’s leaders accepted a
12-month agreement for hospital
‘ancillary workers giving
extra a week, with no threshold
payments. It will cut our wages by

 direct

£3.32

at least a third by the end of the
year.

The president of the other hos-
pital union, COHSE, called it a
‘victory for the Social Contract’.
It is.

My union, the TUC and my
employer, the Labour
government, have one answer to
capitalism’s crisis. Link arms, prop
up capital, screw workers and sing
the Red Flag.

The tasks facing suclalmts today
need a much broader understanding
of capitalism and of society than we
needed under the Tories. Cliff’s
book The Crisis—Social Contract
or Socialism, provides the analysis,
the socialist arguments, the facts
and illustrations needed to fight
the economic crisis, and the job
crisis and the crisis of leadership
in the working-class movement.

This is not a book for armchair
revolutionaries. It’s a handbook for
revolutionaries on the shop floor.
Everyone should read it carefully
and use its arguments at work.

TONY CLIFF

THE CRISIS_

SOCIAL CONTRACT '
OR SOCIALISM

Copies

15p plus
Books, 265
London, N4, from Pluto Press, Unit
10 Spencer Court, 7 Chalcot Road,
London, NW1, or direct from book-
shops. :

Bulk reductions for trade union

postage from . IS
Seven Sisters Road,

branches,
L 1 ,

shop stewards committees,

THE WEEK IN IRELAND column has been held over this week. Instead we publish TWO WEEKS
IN AN OCCUPIED TOWN, one woman'’s account of a visit to Crossmaglen —see centre pages.

THAT'S YOUR LOT! Eric Heffer, Minister for Industry, telling the workers at IPD that the £4 million government
grant will be the ‘very last’” help which they can expect from the government PICTURE: John Sturrock (Report)

International Profiteers

THE government is giving the
workers’ co-operatives at Inter-
national Property Development
(formerly Fisher Bendix) at
Kirkuy, Liverpool £3.9 million.
It is a highly satisfactory outcome
for the businessmen who have bought
and sold Fisher Bendix and its work-
ers like houses on a Monopoly board.
They have made a good profit.
THORN ELECTRICAL, bought
Parkinson Cowan, owners uf Fisher
Bendix in 1971. Their fifst attem
in June 1971 to shut it down and
transfer the production to Spain was
frustrated by a strike. They tried
again.at-the end of the year but were
faced with a sit-in. By April 1972
they had sold the factory for £1.2
million and the business for £405,000.
S0 anxious were they to get rid
of the business that this price in-
cluded £50,000 for plant and mac-
hinery worth £1.1 million. Thorn also
xave the purchaser £500,000 in cash,
a £600.000 interest-free loan, and
£218,000 to oftset any losses. So they

only pocketed £900,000. These rather

unusual arrangements—companies do
not give away £500,000 every day of
the week—were recently published
in the Sunday Times. They were first
reported in Socialist Worker in April
1974,

IVOR GERSHFIELD was the
lucky buyer of the factory and owner
of Clohurst, the company which
bought the Fisher Bendix bwusiness
and- received the cash and interest-
free loan. He quickly sold the fac-

tory for £800,000 profit to Inter-
national Property Development—
where he instituted Harold King as
chairman. He swopped Clohurst for
5.5 .million IPD shares. which he has
since sold for an estimated profit of

and Diddlers

£1 million.
INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY

DEVELOPMENT bought the factory
and Clohurst, which was soon re-
named International Property De-
velopment Industries. IPD Industries
is now being sold to the workers’
co-operative at a maximum loss to
IPD of £1.3 million. But IPD still
owns the factory—let to the workers
at £207,000 a year. IPD shareholders

 were pleased to learn at the company’s

annual meeting last week that the
factory is now worth £4.2 million.

Profit

IPD also owns the adjoining land
which it is developing as an industrial
estate, which will help it clear a near
£1 million profit, even after the losses
at Fisher Bendix.

BARCLAYS BANK provided IPD
Industries with a loan while Harold

At it L
APOLOGY

In our issue of 3 August 1974, under
the headline ‘Millionaire Murdoch
wages war , certain false suggestions
were made about the political and
editorial independence of the editor
of the Sun. In fact Mr Bernard
Shrimsley, the editor of the Sun, has
never been a member of any political
party, and we apologise for any
imputation the article may have
carried against Mr Shirmsley’s inde-
pendence and integrity as a journa-
list and editor.
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King trled to persuade the govern-
ment to give him first £850,000, then
£1.25 million, then £1 5 mﬂhon
Because he did not succeed, Barclays
moved in to get their money back,
and £1.8 million of the government’s
money will go to repaying them.

The remaining £2.1 million will
go to the co-op itself but at a high
price. When the workers occupied the
factory in 1971, they wrote: ‘We are
challenging a boss and his govern-
ment who deny us the right to work.
Redundancies have been declared, be

cause we are refusing to aceept the

sack.” Now 400 of the 1200 workers
have gone and 700 of those remaining
have agreed to work only four weeks
in every six.

Where Thorn failed, Wedgwood
Benn succeeded.

The co-operative has some chance
of success because of these sacrifices
and the workers’ enthusiasm. This
enthusiasm is something that the
businessmen and merchant’ bankers
who advised Benn and who wanted
the factery closed and the workers
on the dole cannot understand. But
success will only be achieved by the
workers at the co-operative making
sacrifices that most employers would
never dare to ask for. And if it fails
the workers will feel it is their fault.

The government knows this. They
hope the workers will then obediently
troop off to the Labour Exchange
instead of fighting for their jobs. But
if the workers fail it will not be
their fault. One workers’ co-operative
iIs powerless against capitalism as a
whole.

Socialist Worker
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WHAT WE MEAN
WHEN WE CALL FOR:

| Nationalisation
under
workers’ control

UNEMPLOYMENT is not caused by workers fighting for
wage rises. It is the product of a crazy, unplanned economic
system—international capitalism.

Ruled over by a handful of men, this system is driven by
their need to make a profit from the rest of mankind. Periodi-
cally, the competition between the giant multinational com-
panies leads to more goods being produced than workers’
wages can buy. Profits fall and the ruling class responds by
seeking every means possible to cut real wages and so keep up
or increase the share of wealth under their control.

So the ruling class pay for their crisis by sacking ‘un-
profitable’ workers, cutting our living standards and putting
workers on short pay.

The Labour government, committed to making thew system
work want us to accept this.

But if we accept that any part of the crisis is our respon-
sibility, we will have savage unemployment and strict wage
controls. Against those like Transport Union leader Jack
Jones who said last Friday: ‘There should be equality of
sacrifice,” we say: NO SACRIFICE BY THE WORKERS!

The first step in the fight against short-time and sackings
Is to argue that ‘falling order books’ or a ‘cash liquidity
crisis’, are the responsibility of the employer, the government
and the way they run their system.

Three years ago the millions of workers who supported
the UCS fight to keep jobs on the Upper Clyde understood
that the sackings were caused by Tory government butchery
on behalf of the bosses. Today, in an even deeper economic
crisis the blame must be placed stlll more clearly on the
bosses.

Fight every closure

Every closure of a factory, be it large or small, must be
fought.

Ban overtime, end mobility and flexibility.

Occupy as soon as sackings are announced.

No goods to leave the factory or warehouses.

Press for support from other plants in the same firm and
industry, build a combine committee.

Launch flying pickets and a blacking campaign.

Build a local rank and file action committee to fight the
sackings.

The demands raised in the fight will vary according to the
situation, but two demands are common to all.

A full week’s work or a full week's wages.

A shorter working week with no loss of wages.

But the crisis pushes us further than these demands.

That is why we call for: Nationalisation without com-
pensation under workers’ control.

Why nationalisation? |f private firms can’t survive without
money from us, the taxpayers, then the state should take
them over. Or, if they can’t survive without depriving us of
our livelihood, the state must guarantee our jobs. -

Why without compensation? We created the wealth which
is being nationalised. What could be more absurd than to pay
the capitalists for it when the state takes it over?

What do we mean by workers’ control? We do not mean
that it is possible to establish islands of socialism in a capitalist
sea.

On the contrary. The fight for higher wages and better
conditions must go on after nationalisation. By workers’
control we mean shop stewards’ control over hiring and firing,
the pace of work, safety, and other matters affecting working
conditions.

We are against workers’ participation in management, which
means accepting capitalist. priorities, policing production
and so on. We are for strong shop stewards’ organisation to
challenge management’s ‘rights’ on the shop floor.

Corbridge Works, Corbridge Crescent, London E2 9DS
Phones 01-/39 0185/6361






