|
|
|
\
:
n
\
\
\

153 S

" Socialist Worker

No 419 5 April 1975 7p
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Victory in Vietnam

THESE are the ‘defenders of free-
dom’, the ‘crack troops’ of the
Saigon regime, occupying the only
territory they can control, a troop-
ship off Hue. They threw away their
guns after an orgy of murder, pillage,
and rape along the coastal strip they
have been driven from by the sol-
diers of the Provisional Revolution-
ary Government of South Vietnam.

Saigon’s army, trained and
equipped by the United States
government, spent years driving the
South Vietnamese peasantry into the
coastal cities to avoid the ‘contami-
nation’ of the Provisional Revolu-
tionary Government, and the bombs
of the US Air Force. Now those
peasants have died at the hands of
their self-professed defenders.

After 30 years the war is nearly
over—with the just victory of the
PRG.

It was fought because the US felt
its power and money threatened by
the people of a small Asian country.
Guns and money were poured into
the hands of the landlords, drug-
pushers and gangsters that Kennedy,
Johnson and Nixon nominated as
defenders of freedom.

The wounds festered, spread.
Vietnam was consumed by the fire
of the US Air Force and Army,
by Vietnamese the US paid to kill
each other. The US government
crucified a country for profit—
and to avoid the ‘agony’ of defeat.
Cambodia too was thrown on to
the bonfire, courtesy of the US
Central Intelligence Agency.

Now only a narrow coastal strip

remains occupied by Washington’s
servants. The US nominee in
Cambodia, Lon Nol, has fled to rot
in air-conditioned exile in America.

Ex-US Army Captain Edward
Miles lost both legs, one eye and
the partial use of his right arm in
Vietnam, reported Tuesday’s Daily
Mail. ‘This week we can see what a
farce the whole thing was,’ he
commented.

It is a black farce that has cost
millions of lives, and has devastated
a poor country. But it is ending, as
it was bound to end, with the
victory of the Provisional Revolu-
tionary Government of Vietnam.

The real tragedy of Vietnam—
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Tell them where to put
their Social Contract!

PRICES

by Paul Foot

LOOK carefully at the headline
on the right. It is from Labour
Weekly, the Labour Party’s
newspaper, on 22 February last
year—the week before the
general election.

‘Labour has only one week to
demonstrate that it has the policies
to bring prices under control, says
the story below it.

After outlining the policies to
control prices, the article explained
about Labour’s Social Contract.
“Irade unions and employees,” it
drooled, ‘will not expect the same
cost-of-living increases once they
know that Labour has got prices
under control.’

Now look at the second head-.

line. It comes from the Financial
Times last week. The article below
that headline showed that there
has been an incredible 21 per cent
rise in food prices since last year.
The rise in food prices between
February and March was 3.4 per
cent: that’s an annual rate of 41
per cent a year!

All the policies for controlling
prices outlined in the Labour Weekly
article have been ignored or
scrapped. ‘Shopkeepers will be
forced to keep within the govern-
ment’s maximum fair retail prices,’
promised Labour. This ‘forcing’
turned into a ‘voluntary agreement’
last summer between Labour Prices
Minister Shirley Williams and the
Tories who run the British retail
trade. They promised not to over-
charge, and Mrs Williams agreed
to break her election promises.

Mrs Williams® year in office has
been one long surrender to the
manufacturers and retailers.

Assemble at Clerkenwell Green,

.London EC1 (nearest Tube,

Farringdon)

1.30pm, Sunday 6 April.
Speakers invited include: Dennis
Canavan MP, Siobhan McKenna
(actress), Mike Cooley, Duncan
Hallas, Brian Grogan and, in a
personal capacity, Bill Freeman
(NATSOPA), Terry Povey (NUS

Executive) and John Glen
(EETPU, Glasgow Corporation
Strike Committee, in a personal
capacity).

Organised by the Troops Out
Movement.

All IS members to attend.

ALL OUT SUNDAY 6th APRIL
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LABOUR FIGHTS
ON FAIR PRIGES

Big trade deficit

THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN has taken ten dsys w Food and
move on to the reaily important issue — prices.

Labour now has one week to demonstrafe |hal il “s|m._
mmr '“r "m has the policies to bring prices under control. n
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—from Labour Weekly, 22 February 1974.

Time is not an Labour's side. 11 is still not ahead in the polls with only I.ullow's
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FT GROCERY INDEX

Prices show 21% increase
over levels last March

BY ELINOR GOODMAN

THE Financial Times Grocery showed fush

24 March 1975

And the big firms are still asking
for more! ‘A more lenient price
code’ is confidently expected soon
by the food and drink industry.

Not content with allowing firms
to jack their prices up, the govern-
ment has given permission for fan-
tastic price increases in publicly-
owned industry.

This week comes another 33
per cent increase in electricity
charges—which means that, in the
year of Labour government, elec-
tricity has gone up by 84 per cent.

As Age Concern points out this
week, this is particularly hard on
old people. For most, the 16 per
cent increase in pensions this month

TROOPS OUT OF
GLASGOW TOO!

‘It has now developed into a political
struggle, with the city’s Labour ad-
ministration backed by the govern-
ment on the one side and the strikers
urged on by the extremist Inter-
national Socialists on the other.”
Thus wrote the Sunday Times
last week, on the dustcart drivers’
and electricians’ strikes in Glasgow.
It is a political struggle and Inter-
national Socialists do support the
strikers. So do a lot of other dustcart
drivers and electricians all over
Scotland who are coming out on
strike in sympathy. STORY: page 15.

es this month Some biscy

will be wiped out at once by the
increase in electricity costs alone,

And now comes the news that
Labour have broken another crucial
promise. Remember this, from last
October’s Labour manifesto? ‘The
Labour government will attack
family poverty by increasing family
allowances and extending them to
the first child through a new
scheme , .

No, the Labour government will
not. This week, the Chancellor
Dennis Healey lets it be known that
he will not tolerate family allow-
ances for Britain’s five million flrst
children.

So what was that in Labour
Weekly about the Social Contract?

‘Trade unions and employees will
not expect the same cost-of-living
increases once they know that
Labour has got prices under control.’

They know nothing of the kind.

They know that Labour has’
abandoned all pretence at price
control, has shelved its subsidies
and is shouting now, just like the
Tories were before they were thrown
out, about wage control.

Those hundreds of thousands

- of trade unionists with big wage

claims in the pipeline can tell the
government in the sharpest pos-
sible tones that they can throw
their Social Contract and their wage
controls where they threw their
promised price controls: ON THE
RUBBISH HEAP.

Do high wages cause high prices?—
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