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Steel, motor bikes, print—more and more jobs for the axe

OF WORK

WE are back to the worst days of the Heath government. That was
the message last Friday when Labour’s Minister for Industry, Eric
Varley, announced that nothing was to be done to prevent whole-
sale factory closures and sackings in the motorcycle combine
Norton Villiers Triumph. -

Remember 1971? Unemployment was close to the million mark. The
Tory government insisted that it was pursuing a ruthless policy designed to
‘modernise’ British capitalism. :

Firms which were non-competitive, the so-called ‘lame ducks’, were to

go to the wall. It did not matter what the human cost was in terms of lost
jobs, whole ‘communities destroyed. This was ‘justified’ in the search for

‘efficiency’. . :
Lame ducks

Such was the philosophy underlying the bankruptcy of Rolls-Royce, the
attempt to sack three-quarters of the workers in the Upper Clyde Shipyards.

In 1971 and 1972 the Labour Party denounced that philosophy day in
and day out. Harold Wilson went to Glasgow to praise the UCS workers’
resistance to closure. Eventually the storm of popular protests that met
the Tory measures forced the government to retreat. All of a sudden
crutches were found for some of the lame ducks.

Now we have a Labour government. Unemployment is again at the
million mark. A month ago the government abandoned its election pledge
not to impose compulsory wage controls. They claimed that a freeze was

Now, within weeks, that lie stands
exposed. The government . itself is
topping up the wage freeze with its
own measures to increase unemploy-
ment. Labour’s own actions will
force unemployment up to levels
unknown since the 1930s.

No wonder Edward Heath was
saying the ether day that he believed
the Labour government deserved a
fair degree of support. .

The policy of wage freeze and the
| policy of enforced factory closures
| and redundancies are two sides of
the same-coin. They are the price
the Labour government is making
workers pay in a bid to get ram-
® shackle British big business through

. the world economic crisis.

Contempt

When the Heath government used

- =

_____________ these pUliCiﬂS for e}{actly similar

---- purposes, they aroused deep hatred

throughout the working class. The

= o Wilson government deserves a similar

dosage of contempt and hostility. It
& is pursuing identical big business
| policies with the same disregard for
¥ the working people who suffer as a
| result, "

n speaking to workers at the GLC Juniper Street site in East London. PICTURE : Andrew Wiard (Rort) Gl

RICKY CAMPAIGNS

o e | But Heath’s pay-freezing, lame-
| duck policies also met practical re-
' sistance, spearheaded by the miners.

" Wilson’s measures should meet the

sites.
In the past week Des Warren
has been subjected to yet another

_ "RICKY. TOMLINSON, released
3 ‘from jail a fortnight ago, was on

4 ~ Jthe trek around London’s organised

building sites this week doing a
series of meetings organised by the

*National Rank and File Organising

ommiitee.
The meetings are an important
part of the continuing campaign to
secure the release of Des Warren,

“the last of the Shrewsbury pickets
ho is still in jail thanks to Labour
‘Home Secretary Roy Jenkins.

The first in the series of meetings
as on the Walter Lawrence site in
ower Thames Street, right next to

the Tower of London where pre-

ious generations of political prison-
ers were taken. This was followed
by a meeting at GLC Direct Works,
Juniper Street. :
. The  well-attended meetings
started with a fine speech from

‘Ricky explaining the issues. After

TO FREE THE ONE

questions and discussions at Lower
Thames Street one of the stewards
moved that the men should be
prepared to take industrial action
if Des’s parole was again refused.
This was carried unanimously. -

Site convenor and Transport
Workers Union member Frank
Westerman told Socialist Worker
that the meeting was excellent.

*Our lads have supported the
Shrewshury pickets throughout’, he
said. ‘What was particularly good
about the meeting was that the class

‘issues came out clearly. From what

Ricky said it was crystal clear that
the law is a tool for the employer’.
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Asked how he felt, Ricky
Tomlinson said: *I'm glad to be out,
But I'll feel a lot better when my
mate is out. That’s the top prio-
rity’.

Other sites where similar meet-
ings were to be held included Stanley
Hugh Leach’s Mitcham contract,
Tarmac Brixton and Mcinerney’s
Finsbury Park.

Following the Rank and File -

Organising Committee’s invitation
in setting up some site meetings, the
Number 1 region of the Transport
Union has moved officially. Ricky is
now to be their guest on a speaking
tour round a whole range of London

round of prosecution by the prison
authroitias. After a series of inci-
dents he has again been deprived
of remission.

The Parole Board was meeting
this week to consider whether Des
would get parole. The result of
their deliberations was not known
when Socialist Worker went to press.
But the prospects did not- Jook
good.

If parole is refused then the
decision of the Lawrence workers
must become a rallying call for

Des Warren’s immediate release.

The National Rank and File Organis-
ing Committee’s address is 46 Prince
George’'s Road, London N16 PBY. Tele-
phone 01-249 1207."

widespread rank and file action for
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' very samg resistance—from the work-
" ers whose living standards the gov-

ernment is out to reduce and whose

¢ jobs itis out to axe.

NVT: Poore man, beggar iman, job
thief-PAGE TWO
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The government’s role in this busi-
_ness is disgusting. |'ve worked hard
most of my adult life on all sorts
of bodies to get Labour MPs
elected. For what? To be thrown

out on the street?

—Mike Sampson, ACTSS shop

steward.
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On the picket !f:re at Wolverhampton:

THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT have decided to throw thousands
of motorcycle workers on the dole. There will be no nationalisa-
tion of the Norton Villiers Triumph plants at Small Heath and
Wolverhampton. No more government money will be available for

+he firms either.

Mr Dennis Poore, chairman of NVT, told workers’ representatives last
Monday that.one of the factories will have to be closed. Each employs 1500
men. Poore plays one set of workers off against another, saying one moment
he will close Small Heath, another that he will close Wolverhampton.

In fact, he has probably decided. The bills for items such as electricity and -

telephones at Small Heath have been paid on time. The bills at Wolverhampton
have been outstanding for three months.

But the workers at Wolverhampton are having none of it. As Mike Sampson,
an ACTSS shop steward out it: *Our people came back from- holiday on
Monday, and they are reporting for work, whatever Poore.says and whatever

the government says’,

The Tories and the Press have been quick to blame the Labour government
and the workers for the final collapse of Norton Villiers Triumph, As with
Court Line, Wedgwood Benn’s main mistake was accePting the word of
capitalists like Poore that the factories could be kept going under private

We're sick of financial whizz-kids.
And if this one thinks we're just
going to walk away after a life-
time in the factury, he's got another
think coming.

—Jack Everitt, Transport and
General Workers’ convenor.

We're first on Varley's list. If he
can say no to us, then he's beaten
all the rest who want to save their
jobs.

—Bill © Bassett, AUEW shop

steward.

TURKISH catering workers are
being kicked out of Britain for
being active trade unionists.

Transport Union steward Sabri
Genc was jailed last Thursday to
await deportation after a big crack-
down on workers employed by the
London Eating Houses Group, who
operate Aberdeen Steak Housesand
many Wimpy Bars. ?

Genc is one of more than 100
Turkish workers whose positions,
the Home Office claim, is ‘irregular’
under the Immigration Act. These
workers entered the country legally
but then started work without the
necessary work permit.

Best

According to the Home Office, it
5 possible to ‘regularise’ the posi-
tion of most of them but seven will
oe hable to prosecuting and deport-

it just happens that the first is a
ImEitant shop steward representing
DIme 01 1he best organised sections of
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Jobm Stevens told Socialist Worker
isat Brother Genc had broken the

ownership, |

In fact, the blame for the collapse
rests fairly and squarely on the greed
and chaos of private ownership and
control,

FACT: From 1963 .to F73
Birmingham Small Arms, then own-
ers.of the Small Heath factory, made
£1,089,822 in after-tax profit. In the
same years, they paid out £6,214 409
.1n dividends.
" Year after year, they borrowed
money to pay huge dividends. Then
they had to pay back interest, which
also came from resources which
should have gone in better wages
and investment,.

In all that time, the average wage
of BSC workers was £22.69 a week.

law and was no responsibility of"
the union. .

The T&G had not provided a
solicitor and no public statement
was expected from general’ secre-
tary Jack Jones or the union’s
executive.

The union’s main concern was
to reduce the work permit system
to prevent foreign workers coming
into the country.

It is disgusting that the officials
of the Transport Union should wash
their hands of a worker being pro-
secuted under racialist and anti-
working-class legislation.

Sabri Genc’s only crime was to
flee “irom slavery and military
terror in Turkey and to organise in
Britain.

Since the workers of London
Eating Houses began to organise they
have won massive improvements in
wages and conditions.

It was the Turkish Workers of
London Eating Haouses who came
out on May Day to fight for the

FACT: Trom 1964 to 1974,
Manganese Bronze, which owned
Norton Villiers factory at Wolver-
hampton, made £1,845,036 in profit
after tax. They paid out £2,672,325
in dividends,

“What about investment? Listen to
last week’s government-commissioned
management consultant’s report on
the British motorcycle industry.

QUOTE: ‘The loss of market
share by the British motorcycle in-
dustry over the last 15 years resulted
from a concern for short-term pro-
fitability.’

Deported- for being good
trade unionists

freeing of the Shrewsbury Two.

The case demonstrates the class
bias in the Immigration Act. Al-
though the individual worker can
be hounded, prosecuted and ex-
pelled for working without a per-
mit, there is nothing in the law
which allows the prosecution of
the employer.

The only offence ‘for which an
employer can be prosecuted is aidin
and abetting a ¢riminal. 3

Split

The Immigration Act has noth-

ing to do with ‘protecting the

British’. It is a straightforward piece
of class legislation designed to split
and allow the state to hound mili-
tants.

Trade unionists must not let the
line up of bosses, Labour govern-
ment and tame union officials get
away with it.

Resolutions condemning the T&G
officials should be sent to Transport
House, Smith Square, London SW1.
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‘We're sick of financial whizz-kids’, say the workers

re man..heggar|
‘man.. jos thief

3Y PAUL FOOT

ROGER DENNISTOUN POORE
Educated Eton, Cambridge
Wing Commander RAF 1944;

British Hill Climb Motor cham-

pion; 1950; director Manganese

Bronze, 1951, chairman 1963.
Runs Manganese bronze

through two tiny subsidiaries at

same address. Owns most of
shares himself.

Bankers to Manganese are
Federated Trust Finance. Cor-
poration (chairman: Dennis
Poore).

Money for Manganese Bronze
provided by Avenure Overseas
Finance Ltd (based in Bermuda—
chairman: Dennis Poore).

‘Plant for Manganese hire by
Higher Aid Ltd (director: Dennis
Poore).

QUOTE: ‘The factory buildings
are old, many dating from the First
World War period, and not up to
modern standards for efficient work-
ing, particularly Small Heath, which
is multi-storey, and Wolverhampton,
which is a rather confused site . . . °

QUOTE: ‘The factories them-
selves contain mostly old, general
purpose, fairly labour intensive equip-
ment. At Wolverhampton, for ex-
ample, as many as 60 per cent of the
machine tools may be more than
twenty years old, and 80 per cent
may be more than 15 years old.’

QUOTE: ‘The plants thus show all
sighs of chronic underinvestment . . .
Although relatively highly automated
assembly techniques were due to be
used at Small Heath some years ago
(in Shop 64) these plans were scrap-
ped and equipment sold off as the
volumes were not achieved.’

Yes, It’s the same story, Year after
year of filching away profits in pri-
vate pockets, of ‘making do’ with old
machinery and rotten buildings until,
inevitably, the collapse comes.

Fight

"The men who benefit from the
profit system are responsible for that
collapse, and now they want the
workers to sacrifice their jobs ‘with-
out making a fuss’.

Workers at both factories must
fight back. There is plenty of sup-
port in the Midlands trade union
movement. Last Friday the BE 305
branch of the building workers’
union, UCATT, instructed their sec-
retary, John Clifford, to write to the
NVT workers at Wolverhampton
pledging all support in their fight
against unemployment.

Other union branches must pass
similar resolutions and start to gear
their members up for the battle at
the motorcycle factories,

The factories must be nationalised
now and the jobs secured. That will
only happen when the workers show
they are prepared to hold buildings
and machinery until their demands
are met.

d ‘Bash the

blacks’
police get
a shock

ABOUT 60 people, black and
white, demonstrated outside
Brixton police station in South
London last Saturday against police
brutality and harassment.

Since the return to the area of
the Special Patrol Group (the
armed police involved in the death
of Kevin Gately last year), police
violence - has been widespread and
systematic. Early morning raids,
random street searches, brutal ar-
rests and intimidation are common.

Attacks on black youths have
been combined with attacks on
homeless families. Lambeth council
has turned a blind eye to the use
of police to crack down on
squatters.

Alarm

The demonstration was sparked
by unsuccessful police attempts to
arrest a Brixton black youth,
Dennis Wilson, on the ‘suspicion’
that he may be a runaway from
Borstal. -

A neighbour raised the alarm
and others soon came out to pro-
tect the youth. The police were
taken aback: why should white
families come te the aid of a
black youth?

They - called for reinforcements,
but in the battle that followed, the
local people forced the police to
retreat.

The police later returned and
picked off two white families and

. two young blacks. They also raided

a.-women’s hostel and took away
six_black women, who were re-
leased the next morning. Their ex-
cuse was that the women might
have been squatters.

The police and press have
claimed that the residents who re-
sisted. the police attack were just
mindless hooligags. This is far from
the truth. They were ordinary work-
ing class people, who have grown
sick' and tired of the bully boys
from Brixton police station.

The Lambeth Campaign Against
Police = Repression demands the
withdrawal of the SPG from
Brixton, an end to police harass-
ment of black people and.of-the
homeless, and an end fo police
being used for evicting squatters.

Woodall’s:

Our fight is
your fight ;

MANCHESTER:-The screws are tighten-
ing as the Woodall Duckhams strike moves
into its 15th week. The Woodall’s lads
had a good reception at the Manchester
branch of Construction section of the
Engineering union (CEU)last week. But
then they discovered that the gasworks at
Partington, that they had been converting
to North Sea Gas had been laying off
workers now that the conversion is at a
halt,

In a special strike bulletin aimed at

the gas workers, the strikers point out:

‘Our fight is now your fight. If we win and
get the site reopened then your jobs will
be safe. If Woodalls win then not only
will some of you be going down the'road,
but it will be an object lesson to all cow-
boy employers in the area. A lesson which

_they will quickly learn, at the cost of or-

ganised labour in the Partington area.’

Profit

The bulletin also proposed a joint
-action committee to fight the sackings.

Again we have to appeal to the readers
of Socialist Worker for financial support.
A handful of ordinary working lads are
taking on one of the nastiest multi-
national companies around. Babcock and
Wilcox, the parent company, have sub-
sidaries in Spain, Chile and South Africa,
employing 26,700 people worldwide. They
made more than £8 million gross profit
last year, and paid' their 12 directors
£187,000 between them in wages alone.

Woodall Duckhams made more than
£1 million in gross profit last year,/Against
these amounts the £300 to £400-a-week
needed to keep the strike alive seems
small, but it is vital.

So send donations to: Woodall
Duckhams Strike Committee, 4100539
code number 40.45.06, Midland Bank,
Urmston, near Manchester.



THE European security conference
ended in Helsinki last weekend in a
blaze of publicity. Politicians from all
the leading powers came away from it
with looks of great satisfaction.
- Their happiness has even been
shared by some people on the left in
this counitry. The Morning Star on
Monday went so far as to give its front
page headlines to Harold Wilsan's
remarks on the outcome: ’‘Detente
Is in the common interest of all.’

But ‘no serious socialist zan share
in such euphoria. The Helsinki con-
ference did nothing to bring the arms
race to an end. The great powers are
to continue spending ever vaster sums
on devising new methods of annihila-
ting one anothers’ populations. There
IS to be no change in this situation
where the amount spent on arms is
equal  to the entire income of the
poorer half of mankind. -

The most significant revelations
about the conference were made by
Wilson and US President Ford. They
indicated that the agreement made
with Brezhnev meant, for them, that
he had to lean on the Portuguese
‘Communist Party and make it follow
a ‘moderate path’. As Wilson put it:
‘We were able to press questions like
our anxiety about Portugal not only
with the President of Portugal, with
whom | had a very tough meeting, but
also with the Soviet Union and others.’

Talk

The fine talk at Helsinki about
‘non-interference’ in the politics of
‘other countries means that the West-
ern powers will leave Russia a free
hand in Eastern Europe to put down
strikes and insurrections—as in

Hungary or Czecheslovakia—while the
Russians will leave the Western powers
a free hand to move against countries
such as Portugal.

of Court Line, especially its chief state
boss, John Young, a personal friend
of ex-Tory leader Edward Heath.

‘Hands =

off

Portugal!

This was shown straightaway after
the conference when Ford publically
regretted that because of the investi-
gation into the CIA, the US Secret
Service, by the US Senate, the US
was not able to intervene in Portugal.
His regret can only be skin deep
because, as Socialist Worker revealed
last week, the CIA has many agents
working hard in Portugal.

As for Wilson, he went straight
from the conference to a meeting of
the leaders of 17 West European
social democratic parties to discuss
the precise form their intervention in
Portugal should take.

Why all the concern about Portugal?
When have they ever held such a
meeting to discuss overthrowing
the Franco dictatorship in Spain?

The sort of ‘intervention’ they are
organising against Portugal is an
economic blockade designed to wreak
havoc and turn workers and peasants
against the revolution. '

The Common Market, under pres-

= sure from the British Labour govern-

ment, has already imposed a tariff

to force on Portugal

While US President
Ford was talking of
‘peace’ and ‘demo-
cracy’ in Helsinki
last week, his police
were attacking the
black population of
Detroit. Fighting
broke out after a
white bar owner
shot dead an 18-year-
old black teenager,
Obie Wynn, for
allegedly tampering
with a car door. The
white murderer was
released by the
police, who hurled
tear gas at crowds of
black people who
protested.

remedy’,

which defied any
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of 10 per cent on Portuguese textiles.
Besides pushing up the price of clothes
in this country, this will create mass

~unemployment in Portuguese industry.

That is what Harold Wilson means by
‘supporting democracy’.

Wilson and Foreign Secretary Jim
Callaghan have also made it clear that
there will be no economic ‘aid’ to
Portugal from either Britain or the
Common Market until a Western-type,
capitalist regime rules Portugal. ‘We
are not in the business of supporting
dictatorships’, said Callaghan. |

What fantastic hypocrisy. James
Callaghan was the man who led the
fight in the Labour Cabinet to send
the Chilean Junta the gunboats they
had on order.

Sacked

' Only in June, Wilson, Callaghan and
Co had Judith Hart sacked as Minister

of Overseas Development because she

kept objecting to aid being sent to
the Indonesian military dictatorship,
which holds at least 20,000 political
prisoners. In Portugal the only
political prisoners are 1000 former
fascist secret policemen.

What the Helsinki conference was
about was not ‘peace’ or the right of

nations to determine their own
futu:ies. It was about how the
Russians, the Americans and the

European powers could carve up the
rest of the world between them, re-
gardless of the desires of the peoples
of the world.

The workers of Portugal could be
the first victims of this carve-up. That
Is why we have to step up our work
to build a solidarity movement with
the Portuguese working class, a move-
ment that will fight the efforts of the
Fords, the Wilsons, the Callaghans to
crush the Portuguese struggle for
workers’ power.

- Who's to blame for Court Line?

COURT LINE—-BENN RAPPED! was
the papers’ favourite headline on the
publication of two reports about last

speedy port comes to the conclusion that
Court Line did nothing illegal. What'’s
@ The Court Line nevertheless wrote more, they say, the government

DO YOU
HATE
LORD H?

"THE magnificent eighteenth-cen-
tury mansion stands amid a 9000
acre estate, overlooking elegantly
manicured gardens and a lake . .
Inside, incongrous among the an
tique furniture and pottery, the
multitude of paintings and huge wall -
tapestries, are propped cards show:
ing a teddy bear in a Superman
outfit and bearing the legend
‘Hesketh Superbear’ . . .

‘This is Easton Neston, the
country home near Towcester.
Northants, of Lord Hesketh, the
24-year-old third Baron and creatos
of Hesketh Racing, the British moto:
racing team that in the last three
years has carried the red, white and
blue to the race tracks of the world
and is now among the elite.

‘Lord Hesketh inherited from his
father- at the age of five a fortune
now estimated to be in the region
of £10-£11 million and which is
now tied up in trust. . .

‘My available fortune is not very
large at the moment,* he admits.
(From the Sunday Express, 3
August).

For this, and a number of other
reasons, Alexander Hesketh will not be
contributing to the Socialist Worker
Fighting Fund this week.

In July our Fighting Fund was used
to produce thousands of copies of a
four-page ‘Miners’ special issue of
Socialist Worker calling for a vote against
the government's £6 wage rise limit. We
also produced the new Socialist Worker
Women's Voice factsheet on the James
White Back-Street Abortion Bill and two

reprints of the Socialist Worker pamphlet
The Need for an Engineer’s Charter.

Escaped

Thanks to readers such as Thomas
Crick we'll be able to do a lot more this
month. He sent in £5, the whole of the
‘new’ money he got in a wage rise that
just escaped Wilson's wage controls. Many
workers did the same. ‘Keep up the fight
against the Labour government’s betrayals,’
was one message with a £10 note.

We've got off to a good start to the

‘£200,ﬂ a month fighting fund in August.

If you want to help get rid of the Lord
Heskeths and their system, then make
your contributions now to SW Fighting
Fund, 8 Cottons Gardens, London, E2
S8DN.

This week we
£352.74.

Qur thanks to:

Oxford Sw readers, £10.75, Manchester
reader £10 Hackney teacher £5,
Glenrothes 1S £4.44, Ninewells SW sup.
porters, Dundee . Eé, Clackmannanshire
reader £1, Edinburgh reader £40, Spalding
reader £5, North Herts £2.60, Collection
in 1p and 12p £4.60, Newport reader
£3, Wandsworth 1S £8.40, Anon £20,
Manchester 1S Health Workers £1.50, East
London reader £25, West London Hospital
Workers £23.80, SW supporters, Leicester
Asians £2, Glasgow Corporation 1S £31,
Sw reader, London, SW12, £1.50, Preston -
IS party and auction £31.75, Bristol
reader £25, Gloucester SW Supporters
40p, Civil Service fraction £1, Reader £1,

received

summer’s collapse of Court Line,
Britain’s biggest holiday operators.
The press and the Tories have been
having a field day blaming ex-Industry
Minister Anthony Wedgwood Benn
for giving people the impression last
year that their holidays were safe with
Court Line.

Benn made a mistake all right. He
believed what he was told by some of
the greediest capitalists in the business
—and passed it on with
the authority of a Labour minister.
But blaming Benn for the whole of
the Court Line fiasco is like blaming
a man who covers up for a crime
while letting the criminals off scot
free.

The first three-quarters of the
report of the Department of Trade
Inspectors into the Court Line collapse
is a sustained attack on the directors

The report reveals:

@® That Young personally master-
minded the group’s holiday opera-
tions in the Caribbean, wandering
round island after island buying up
hotels and indulging in pipe-dreams
for huge tourist operations with ‘no
formal management structure’.

@ That driven on by Young’s mega-

lomania, the group borrowed far, far
more than it was ever worth.

@ That nevertheless the Tory gov-
ernment, led by Young’s friend
Heath, doled out massive state grants
to the company. The loans were
welcomed by Sir Timothy Kitson,
personal private secretary to Edward
Heath and a director of a Court Line
subsidiary.

@ That by July 1974 the records and
accounts of the leisure side of Court
Line were in ‘an appalling state—a

- letters to all travel agents stating

that the company was ‘in a positive
on-going situation with all its tour
companies operating normally’, As a
result, the bookings came in at the
rate of 8000 a week.

Tory

@ That when everything seemed
hopeless, Court Line sent Charles
Longbottom, one of its directors,
former Tory MP for York and a close
friend of Heath and Kitson, to plead
with the government for money to
bale them out. s
@ That when the group went bust
six weeks later, hundreds of Court
Line workers were done out of most
of their salariss while the banks,
were able to get most of their money
After this stinging attack, the re-

should not have done anything about
it. In a historic sentence the inspec-
tors state: ‘The government’s duty
to the public at large is in general to
refrain from singling out for special
treatment the victims, however
worthy, of the disaster of a private

commercial concern.’ ;
Benn plays only a small part in

this appalling story. He was so pleas-
ed to-nationalise—at vast cost—the
shipbuuaing operations ot Court Line,
that he accepted hook line and sinker
every worthless assurance doled out
to him by John Young.

Benn’s reaction to the Court Line

crisis was to indulge in one of his

favourite half-measures. So  he s
lorced to take the stick from the
press and the Tories for the massive
rip-offs which that press and those
Tories created in the first place.

Glasgow reader £75, Harlow SW readers
£20, Croydon Sorting Office £1, Central
London Collection £95.
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