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Labour solution to unemployment:

000

saCkin S day!

YES, a thousand sackings a day. That's the
truth about unemployment under the
Labour government which promised it
would ‘get Britain back to work’.

In the first eight months of this year, the em-
ployers admitted causing 178,000 redundancies,
that’s 22,250 a month. The real figure is much
higher—and will -grow during the winter. By next
spring, another 250,000 workers will have lost
their jobs.

Labour’s ‘emergency measures’, announced this
week and based on massive hand-outs to bosses

who are kind enough to keep their workers on,
will save no more than 20,000 of those jobs.

Trades Council,

Chile in Portugal’, ‘NATO

SN g

PART of last Saturday’s great demonstration in
solidarity with the Pottuguese working class,
The march was led by a series of banners from
trade union bodies, including Coventry AUEW,
North Herts AUEW, Glasgow EETPU, Camden
Islington Trades Council,
Westminster Trades Council, Nottingham and
District Trades Council, CPSA British Museum,
Tower Hamlets NALGO, and a host of others.
Socialist Worker was the backbone of the
demonstration. 1500 yellow-and-red placards
ran through the entire march, calling for ‘No
OUT’, ‘Support the
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In fact, fewer jobs will be saved by the new
measures than will be destroyed in government-
controlled industries through government-inspired
policies—in steel, in the Post Office, in the councils
and on the railways.

PATHETIC RESPONSE

This pathetic response to the unemployment
crisis has been agreed by the trade union leaders.
Jack Jones of the Transport and General Workers’
Union said this week: ‘I am satisfied that the
government intends to cut the head off unemploy-
ment this winter’.

Yet for every head cut off unemployment by
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the government, another ten will grow in its place.

Relying on Labour governments and union
leaders isn’t just useless. It’s suicidal.

If rank and file workers want to save their jobs,
they will have to fight for them. All over the
country there are signs that workers are prepared
to demonstrate and strike to keep their jobs.

At PLESSEYS in Liverpool, a mass meeting of
white-collar workers have pledged themselves to
‘use all means, including industrial action’ rather
than accept the 750 sackings which the bosses plan
for them.

On Tuesday - more than a thousand council
workers lobbied the Greater London Council
offices in protest against proposed cuts in council
SN sw SEIvices,

Southern Region workers on
BRITISH RAIL have warned that
they are prepared to work to rule
rather than accept a single sacking.

These workers cannot win on their

Workers® Councils’.

government over Portugal.’

——

and strength for the great march.
Full report—page 2
Reports from Portugal—page 7

As Joao Goncalves, from Radio Renascenca,
the worker-controlled radio station in Lisbon,
said at the end of the march: ‘This march gives
confidence to workers in this country who don’t
support the social democratic betrayals of their

Socialist Worker thanks and congratulates

all its readers and supporters all over the country
who travelled to London in such enthusiasm

own. Every fight for jobs needs the
support of the entire working-class
movement in the area. Socialists and
militants everywhere msut start to
forge links between shop stewards’
committees, unemployed workers’
and school leavers™ organisations for
a co-ordinated mass rank and file
campaign for the Right to Work.

RS R
DEMAND THE
RIGHT TO WORK

SUPPORTERS of the National Rank and
File Organising Committee in the North
will be demonstrating for the Right to
Work at the Labour Party Conference in
Blackpoal on Tuesday. This is seen.as a
mass campaign against unemployment,
bringing together the employed and the
unemployed. .

Coaches will be going to Blackpool
from Liverpool and Manchester sponsored
by local trade union branches and shop
stewards’ committees, so that the un-
employed can travel free.

LIVERPOOL: Coach leaves Mann
Island, Pier Head, at 9.30am and the
Golden Eagle, Kirkby, at 10.15am. Further
details phone T Douras 051-521 6224,

MANCHESTER: Coach leaves St Peters’
Square at 10am. further details: phone
M Herbert -061-734 7972,

Y N T IR N 0 A W S
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SOCIALIST WORKER supporters
and International Socialists have every
right to be proud of the great march
on Saturday. But the march proved
how important it is to keep up the
fight for solidarity with Portugal in
the British working-class movement.
The working-class strength’ on the
demonstration was impressive, but it
will have to double and treble again
if we are to stop the machinations

* of the Wilson government and NATO

in Portugal.

That’s why last week’s call from
the Rank and File Organising Com-
mittee for trade union solidarity
campaigning on Portugal is so crucial.

Fight within the unions for official
support for the Portuguese workers’
councils, and raise funds for them.

Set up ‘Hands off Portugal’ com-
mittees of trade union delegates.
Counter anti-working class pro-

« PORTUGAL: MAKE IT A CAMPAIGN!

paganda with local bulletins and
trade union journals.
Work for a national trade union

‘Hands off Portugal’ delegate con-

ference.

Contact the committee for help
with delegations to -Portugal and
contacts between workers in different
companies. The address is Rank and
File Organising Committee, 46 Prince
George Road, London N16. Phone:
01-249 1207. :

The great march
the press ignored

AT least 6000 people marched through the
centre of London last Saturdav in solidarity
with the workers of Portugal.

Not a single word about the demonstration
appeared in any of the newspapers the following
day. There was no mention of the march on
television.

On Sunday, less than 3000 people marched
through London demanding a “better deal’—lower
taxes—for the self-employed. Slogans on the march
-included ‘McCarthy was right!”” Pictures of the
marchers, interviews with its organisers, and even
editorials about it appeared in all the newspapers.

The march was also heavily covered on both
television channels.

. If there was any doubt abouf the deep bias
which distorts the ‘news coverage’ in the préss and
television, the treatment of these two demonstra-
tions should settle it once and for all.

The Portuguese Workers Coordinating Com-
mittee had gone to great lengths to publicise the
demonstration. On the Friday before the march,
they called a press conference to hear the speaker
from Radio Renascenca. The Guardian and
Financial Times correspondents were there when
the time and place of the march were stressed.

Both television news services were informed
about the march. Neither even bothered to send
crews and cameras.

The Press Association and Keystone—two of
the country’s biggest photo agencies—sent photo-

graphers. Pictures of the march were circulated to
all the newspapers—and shelved. The Press
Association reporter’s account was sent out by
teleprinter in good time for the deadline for
Sunday newspapers. Not a word appeared in any
of them. e

On the other hand, the reactionary rantings of
the shopkeepers, tax fiddlers and assorted National
Front fascists who marched with the self-employed
were given front-page treatment.

None of this means that press and television can
be ignored in future. On the contrary, we must
step up our attempts to get our activities reported.
But it does show that, as the crisis deepens, the
labour movement will have to rely more and more
on its own press for any fair coverage at all.

art the 6000-strong crowd listening to speakers in H
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Disabled children will suffer

MORE than 500 disabled children

in the Sheffield area face permanent

deformity because of government
spending cuts, a surgeon disclosed
last week.

John Sharrard, consultant ortho-
paedic surgeon at Sheffield Chil-
dren’s  Hospital, which takes
patients from 50 miles around the
city, complained that shortage of
surgeons, anaesthetists, nurses and
physiotherapists was causing up to
four wvears delay for children in

desperate need of immediate
surgery. The cost of replacement
was negligible—a mere £80,000 a
year.

But the government, after setting
up an inquiry, is refusing to pay the
money, which has been committed
for a long time.

Said Mr Sharrard: ‘Meanwhile
spastic children will have their hips
go out of joint so that they will
never be able to walk, children who
appear ugly through curvature of

THE WORKERS REPLY

HOW’ can we fight hospital closures? One answer came at an enthusiastic

the spine will get progressively
worse and look twice as ugly, and
others cannot go to school because °
they cannot wear shoes.’

Mothers protest

by Colin Calder

ANGRY mothers blocked the main
road near Haverfordwest, South
Wales, last Thursday demanding
more beds for the local hospital.
The Welsh Office has decided to
reduce the number of beds at the
£5 million Withybush Hospital on
the outskirts of the town. There

Solidarity action ‘crucial’

JOAO GONCALVES, from Radio
Renascenca, Lisbon, told the rally in
Hyde Park:, ‘There are two mutually
exclusive freedoms in my country—
the freedom for workers and the
freedom for capitalists. Mario Soares
and the Socialist Party are opening
the door to the second freedom.

‘Like the Sorcerer’s Apprentice,
Soares is unleashing forces over which
he has no control. It is imperative to
prevent external support for Soares
and the social democrats. This is why
we welcome this demonstration.

‘The best means that you have to
struggle for our liberation is to
struggle for your own.’

JUDITH HART, from the national
executive of the Labour Party, raised
some jeers when she spoke up for
Mario © Soares and quoted him
favourably on two occasions. She
attacked the ‘international strike of
credit and capital’ which had been
directed against Portuguese socialism.

JACK COLLINS, from the Kent
miners, attacked ‘right-wing social
democracy’ in Portugal and in this
country. He referred scathingly to
the electricians’ union - leadership
which had spoken at the Trades
Union Congress of the workers’ move-
ment in Portugal as though it were
the same as fascism in Spain.

wing until new beds are allocated—
joined the mothers on the demon-
stratien. One of the organisers, Mrs
Pam Rees, said: ‘We will have more
demonstrations like this one to
keep up the pressure.’

Research axed

MEDICAL research in several crucial
areas has been hit by recent govern-
ment cuts in grants to universities.
A project on cervical cancer at
Oxford has been axed after five

At the end of the meeting, CHRIS
HARMAN of Socialist Worker, the
only British revolutionary on the
platform—though more than half the
march consisted of revolutionaries—
was called to speak.

A handful of supporters of the
Portuguese Communist Party chanted
‘P-C-P’, intending to stop him
speaking. But the cry was answered
much more loudly with cries of
‘P-R-P’, and Chris was able to speak,
against heavy interruptions.

The situation in Portugal, he said,
was similar to that in Chile in July
and August two years ago. The
capitalists were deliberately creating
economic chaos so as to turn people
against the revolution.

LESSONS

But there was one big difference
between Portugal and Chile. A size-
able section of Portugal’s workers had
learnt the lessons of Chile. They
recognised that you could not solve a
capitalist crisis by compromising with
capitalism. The only way to resist the
right wing in the army was to combine
rank and file organisation within the
armed forces with the afming of the
workers.

You cannot avoid the dangers of
civil war, as some people pretended in
Chile, by collecting signatures against
it. But the Portuguese working class
could defeat those planning violence
against it—if it organised the rank and
file in the armed forces against the
generals, and armed itself.

To bind together the rank and file
organisations in the factories and
barracks, workers’ and soldiers’ re-
volutionary councils were needed.

PORTUGAL MUST NOT
BECOME ANOTHER CHILE

Socialist Worker public meetings |
with Carlos Nunes, from the pro-
workers’ council at the Lisnave
shipyard, Lisbon, and a Chilean
trade unionist.

BIRMINGHAM: Tuesday 30 September,
Digbeth Civic Hall, 7.30pm. Also
speaking: Tony Cliff,

GLASGOW; Wednesday 1 October,

A

7.30pm, McLellan Galleries, Sauchiehall

mass meeting last Monday of workers at one of London’s big hospitals,
the Royal Free. The hospital is under threat of massive cuts from Camden
Health Authority, which has announced a freeze on filling all vacancies
in all departments.

The mass meeting last Monday voted unanimoudy to oppose the cuts,
and to refuse to cover overstaffing which resulted f them. They also

if they had to make cuts, to

op spending money

ient service which the hospital provides

were 24 children’s beds in the old
hospital_. Thishas been cut to 12

years’ work.

ich gives rise

ing, has been

under the government’s

h Service cuts. The injection,
Ithough extremely effective, is ‘too

expensive’, they say.

Street.

MANCHESTER: Thursday 2 October;
5.30pm, the Salisbury Hotel, for

Trafford Park workers, and 8pm at the
Royal Oak, Stockport. ;

Friday 3 October, 8pm, Mijton Hall,
Deansgate, Manchester, Phone Manchester
TU Books, 061-832 8102 to confirm
details/to arrange meetings with Carlos
Nunes for your shop stewards’ committee.



WHAT WE THINK

ANTHONY CROSLAND has been
thinking aloud about the danger of a
‘deep alienation’ of Labour voters
from the government.

In his contribution to the pre-Labour
Party Conference speech-making season he
pointed out that Labour supporters detest
mass unemployment and cuts in welfare and
most certainly did not vote for cuts in their
living standards, all of which they are getting,
and are going to go on getting, under the
government of which Crosland is a leading
member.

The crucial question, says Crosland, is
‘whether we can prevent that dissatisfaction
turning into the rampant disillusionment
which plagued Labour in 1966 and 1968-70.’

The way to stop this happening, he argues,
isto ‘select a few priority areas, for example,

- housing and pensions” and actually carry out
the government’s election pledges with re-
gard to them and ‘accept willingly: the public
expenditure implications involved'.

The timing of this proposal may not be
entirely unconnected with the Labour Party
national executive elections, in which
Crosland js a candidate. But what is interes-

| ting is what Crosland takes for granted the
government will not do.

Create full employment by taking over
and planning the ecanomy? God forbid, that
would be bolshevism run wild.
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Broken promises,
broken party?

Maintain and expand social services by
redistributing income? That would never do,
it would destroy the ‘incentives’ for the
rich to get richer. The job of a ‘social
democratic’ government is to run capitalism—
nowadays re-christened “the mixed economy’
to make it sound better. That, for Crosland
and all his colleagues, is fundamental.

DECLINE

All the same Crosland is shrewd enough
to see that unless working-class voters can see
some difference between Labour and Tory
policies, they are not going to go on turning
out for Labour in'sufficient numbers to
enable the Croslands of the Party to hold
cabinet office. The long-run decline in the
Labour share of the total poll—Labour has
got fewer votes at each successive election
since 1966—will speed up and, dreadful

thought, the revolutionary socialist left will
grow. So some gestures must be made to
show ‘we have not lost our direction, which
is a specifically Labour direction’. >

Now there is not the slightest chance that
Crosland’s advice will be taken. There will,
indeed, be a great deal of talk at the Labour
Party Conference in Blackpool this week
about the need to do something about
unemployment. There will even be some
‘cosmetic’ measures announced, more money
for retraining and the like. But whatever the
Party conference resolves, government policy
will not change.

Unemployment will go on rising—and the
latest economic forecast is that it will not
reach- its peak until 1977. Spending on
welfare—including housing and pensions—will

continue to be squeezed. Real wages will
continue to be cut under the £6 limit.

All this will happen because it is the price
the capitalist class, in Britain and inter-
nationally, demand for their cooperation.

Any attempt to reverse these policies

-would trigger off a run on the pound, a

further cut in investment and all the other
forms of pressure that the millionaires and
big companies can exert under capitalism. Of
course they could be countered by taking
inddstry and the banking system out of the
hands of the rich. But that is something the

- ‘social-democrats’ rule out—permanently.

So Crosland’s proposals are, in the most
literal sense, utopian. They cannot be carried
out by a government committed to running
capitalism. The ‘deep alienation’ that
Crosland fears is not going to be prevented
and it will open up the possibility of
developing a massive opposition to Labour’s
Tory policies.

It is our job to see that the alienation is
channelled constructively, that Socialist
Worker becomes the voice of the discontent,
that the revolutionary socialist party grows
at the expense of declining Labour.

. PICTURE: John Sturrock (Report)

ON the picket line at William Tyndale-
Junior School, North London, where
the head teacher, Terry Ellis, and six
of the seven other teachers are now on
indefinite strike. They are protesting at
the decision by the Inner London
Education Authority (ILEA) to order a
special week-long investigation of the
school. This follows a campaign of
abuse and slander against the school
and its teachers by some members of
the Labour-controlled Islington Council.

The strikers are demanding an in-
vestigation of the school’s management
committee, which includes right-wing
Labour councillors, before any inspec-
tion of the school. The ILEA has instruc-
ted the strikers to allow the inspectors
to proceed by returning to work. This
opens the way to prosecutions then for
obstructing the inspection of a school’,
which carries a £50 fine

Supporters of the teachers’ rank and
File paper, Rank and File, have formed a
defance committee in North London.
Write o Geoff Hurford, 18 Williamson
Swrest. London N17.

BLACK parents in North London
are stepping up their campaign against
police attacks on their children. Next
week two trials of black school kids
who have been assaulted by the
police reopen.

Four schoolgirls from Hsackney
face charges of assaulting the police
or obstructing them. This follows an
incident at Clapton Park Comprehen-
sive School in July when police were
called by the headmistress to remove
a girl from another school who had
agreed to leave anyway.

They immediately seized the girl

with an armlock, grabbed her sister -

when she protested and two other
girls who called out to them to stop.

A white teacher who tried to assist

defence —against

the girls was thrown bodily across
the road by the police.

In a police van, the arrested girls
were punched, abused, showered with
racist insults and kicked. At the
police station the same treatment
continued.

Protest

A majority of teachers at the
school have signed a statement
saying that the police should not
have been called in the first place.
Despite this, the girls had to appear
in court on 14 July. They face a
resumed trial on 1 October. The
Hackney Black Parents Movement
has been formed to protest at this.

The police .in. Hornsey behayed

LABOUR'S
B MONEY IS
[ONTHE

BOSSES

DOES the Labour Party believe
in capitalism? According to the
Party Constitution the answer
is definitely Mo.

But according to the shareholdings
held by a little known Labour Party
company the answer is YES, YES
and YES again.

The company, Labour Party
Nominees, was set up to buy shares
and receive dividends by James
Callaghan of the Labour Party
executive along with Miners’ presi-
dent Joe Gormley and the well-known
financial wizard Andrew Cunningham,
now languishing in - retirement
courtesy of Her Majesty’s Prisons.

According to the Labour Party,
the company exists to fund pension
obligations, though the main purpose
is described differently in the com-
pany’s own articles of association,
and the Party has another company
to do that anyway. *

So far Socialist Worker has
established that the Labour Party
nominees own shares in 18 of the top
70 companies in Britain. The share-
holdings are worth £121,000 at

the police
similarly in April when CILff
McDonald was picked up in the
dinner hour only a few yards from
his school. Seven policemen and two
police vehicles were used to seize
him. He was punched in-the kidneys,
badly beaten and manhandled. Then
he ‘was dragged before Highgate
Magistrates Court charged with
assaulting the police.

For black people the message is
clear. If the police hit you, you can
be sure you’ll then be charged with
hitting them. :

Cliff's appeal comes up before
the Middlesex Crown Court, opposite
Parliament Square, London SW1, next
Thursday at 10am, when the Black
Parents and Students Movement will
be organising a picket.

current stock market prices and
brought in dividends of around £8000
before tax last year.

The shareholdings, which will
doubtless spur workers to still greater
efforts, are 6000 Marks and Spencer,
3700 Boots, 4750 Rank Hovis
McDougall, 1000 Metal Box, 2700
Bowater, 4300 1mperial Group, 3500
Thorn Electrical, 4400 Shell Trans-
port and Trading, 8100 Reed Inter-
national, 3300 ICI, 650 BP, 3350
Courtaulds, 4000 J Lyons, 9000
Allied Breweries, 21,000 Sears
Holdings, 11,900 Grant Metropoli-
tan and £39,000 in loan stock with
Slater Walker.

Apart from the general principle
that no serious working-class
organisation, should engage in share-
holding operations, two special
atrocities stand out.

WORSE

Labour Party Nominees have 3500
shares in Plessey, which is attempting
to sack 1000 workers in Kirkby this
year and which has consistently

intrigued against the Portuguese
Plessey workers,

Even worse the company
has 6500 shares in Brooke

Bond Liebig. This company has been
involved in the most revolting ex-
ploitation of tea plantation workers
in Sri Lanka (Ceylon). Many have
died of malnutrition in the cause of
profit and dividends.

So much for the brotherhood of
man.

The company also has an interes-
ting board of directors, It provides a
useful focus for property speculator
Eric Miller of the Peachey Property
Corporation to work side by side not
only with Sidney Weighell of the
NUR and Harold Hickling of the
General and Municipal, but with
such alleged left-wingers as Alec
Kitson, JP, of the Labour Party
executive and executive officer of
the Transport and General Workers
Union.



4 SOCIALIST WORKER 27 September 1975

SOME INFORMATION FOR
DISCONTENTED SOLDIERS

This information has been compiled by supporters of the
British Withdrawal from Northern Ireland Campaign who hope
that it will be of some use to soldiers who have decided not to
go to Northern Ireland. We are not recommending any par-
ticular course of action. There is no easy way out of the
Army, but we hope that by one means or another you will
avoid taking part in the killing in Northern Ireland.

IF YOU ARE A CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR

that is, if since joining up you have developed a religious or moral ob-
jection to taking part in any war, you have a fegal right to be dis-
charged on these grounds.

—you are advised to contact:

The Central Board for Conscientious Objectors, c/o Endsleigh Street, London,
WC1. Tel: 01-352 7906.

IF YOU INTEND TO APPLY FOR A°DISCHARGE ON OTHER
GROUNDS

the following organisations may be able to help:

At Ease, c/o Release, 1 Elgin Avenue, London, W3. ‘At Ease’ was recently
opened to deal with enquiries about all' legal ways of leaving the armed
forces. Counsellors {who include ex-servicemen) are available at this address every
Thursday evening from 7.30 to 9.30pm. ‘At Ease' also deals with enquiries by

post.
The National Council for Civil Liberties, 186 Kings Cross Road, London, WC1.

Tel: 01-278 4575. Open daily - office hours. This organisation has considerable
experience in giving legal advice to servicemen and representing them to
military authorities.

IF YOU HOPE THE ARMY WILL DISCHARGE YOU

-on political grounds, you may be mterested in the wide selection of
peace literature available from:

The Peace Centre, 18 Moor Street Ringway, Birmingham 4. Tel: 021-643 0996;
Housmans Bookshops, 5 Caledonian Road, London, N1. Tel: 01-837 4473.

—on sexual grounds, you may wish to contact:

The Campaign for Homosexual Equality, National Office, 28 Kennedy Street,
Manchester 2. or their London Information Centre, 22 Great Windmill Street,
London, W1. Tel: 01-437 7363, Open from 6pm.

Or phone Icebreakers, 01-274 9590 from 7.30pm to 10.30pm.

—on health grounds, we would advise you not to mutilate yourself,
feign mental illness or take dangerous drugs. Some soldiers are doing so
in desperation. If you have a genuine health problem, contact ‘At Ease’
(address above).

IF YOU HAVE DECIDED TO GO'ABSENT WITHOUT LEAVE

‘—to Sweden, you will be pleased to know that special arrangements
have been made to welcome Brmsh serwcemen who go AWOL to
Sweden by:

The British Deserters Support Group, c/o Bok-Cafe Morianen, Box 16037,
Drottninggatan 19, 103 21 Stockholm 16, Sweden, Tel: Stockholm 106063.

If you go to Sweden you_will need your passport, your military 1D card and
about £30 cash (you need this to get through Passport Controlas a tourist). You
are advised to enter via Stockholm and avoid Malmo and Goteborg, and to enter
as a-tourist.

You will need to wait three weeks before going to register with the police as an
applicant for political asylum. If you contact the British Deserters Support Group;
they will put you in touch with a good Swedish lawyer, advise you on
registration procedure, offer you accommodation with sympathetic Swedish
people during the difficult three-week waiting period, and accompanv you when
you go to register with the police.

It is important to make it clear to the Swedish police that you were going to have to

serve in Northern Ifeland, otherwise you will not be considered for asylum. After
you have registered, you can then go to the Swedish Social Bureau which will get
you a place to stay, give you money to live on and help you to enrol in Swedish
language classes.

A British AWOL soldier can apply for the type of asylum that has been granted
to American and Portuguese AWOL soliders. It amounts to the Swedish Govern-

ment giving a man permission to stay on the basis of special circumstances—a type
of humanitarian asylum. However, when you go to the police, you are advised to
ask for political asylum so as to make sure that the Aliens Commission and not
the police makes the final decision on your case.

—to Eire, you should know that this destination has proved to be
dangerous for some British AWOL soldiers. Your situation may be ex-
ploited by violent extremist groups.

—to other countries you should know that groups in the Netherlands,
Germany and Switzerland are trying to help British AWOL soldiers but
if apprehended in any of these countries,-you are liable to be returned
to the British authorities.

—in Britain, you may have difficulties over employment (no insurance
cards) and accommodation {anyone who shelters you is liable to pro-
secution). You may have to keep moving to avoid arrest. If you are con-
sidering going AWOL in Britain, you should therefore plan ahead very
carefully.

IF YOU INTEND TO REFUSE TO GO TO NORTHERN IRELAND
you are likely to be court-martialled. You are entitled to be represented
by a civilian lawyer if you so choose. The National Council for Civil
Liberties or At Ease (addresses above) will advise on a good one who is
sympathetic to your position. .

If you wish your action to be publicised, so as to set an example to
other soliders, strengthening their resolve to resist the Government’s
policy, then please contact the British Withdrawal from Northern
Ireland Campaign (address below).

NOTE: If a group of soldiers made this announcement simultaneously,
it would make a great impact on public opinion, both inside and out-
side the Army. Such an action could lead to Court Martial and im-
prlsonment But if you believe, as we do, that it is wrong for troops to
be in Northern Ireland, we ask you to consider whether it is better to
be killed for a cause you do not believe in or to be |mpr|soned for re:
fusing to take part in the conflict.

The opposition of American servicemen forced partial withdrawal from.
the war in Indochina. The Algerian war came to an end partly because
it was opposed by hundreds of thousands of Frenchmen, including sol-
diers, who refused to take part in it. British soldiers could save lives in
Northern Ireland—not only their own lives. :

The organisations listed above do not necessarily support the objectives
of this Campaign and are not responsible for their inclusion in this
document.

The entire responsibility for the production and distribution of this
leaflet is that of

THE BRITISH WITHDRAWAL FROM NORTHERN IRELAND CAM-
PAIGN,; c/o 5 Caledonian Road, London, N1. England.

broken

THE INCITEMENT to Disaffection Act was
introduced by the right-wing National govern-
ment in 1934. The Attorney-General explained
that it was necessary because of the circulation
of two jourmals—the Soldiers Voice in the army,

and the Red Signal in the navy.
A big campaign was mounted against it. An enormous

Bill.

meeting in London’s Central Hall was addressed by
Clément Attlee, later to-become leader of the Labour
Party, Harold Laski from the London School of
Economics, the leader of the Liberal Party, leading
trade union leaders and a host of other dignitaries. The
Labour Party in parliament pledged itself to repeal the

Now, 41 years later, a Labour government has given
the nod for the biggest prosecution ever staged under
the Act, Worse, they are sponsoring a prosecution for
conspiracy, to break the Act, which means that the

the law...

Just for possessing this leaflet,

penalty is unlimited.

Why have the police and army
authorities taken so much effort
to persuade Mr Sam Silkin, Labour’s
Attorney General, to promote this
prosecution? -

Simply, because they are terrified
of any ideas or opinions in the
army, especially about Ireland.

Instant obedience in the armed
forces is fundamental to the survival
of capitalist society. Over the last
two centuries, the ruling class has
grudgingly conceded the right to
workers’ opinions, demonstrations
and newspapers.

But it has used all its mgenu:ty
to protect the armed forces from the
limited ‘free expression’ which it
conceded to the workers.

It knows that once it has lost the
automatic allegiance of the armed
forces, it cannot any longer be sure
of holding on to its property.

you can be jailed. For

distributing it, these 14 people

now face unlimited sentences

YOU ARE breaking the law.

Why? Because it is a crime to have
this leaflet (left) in your possession.

The Labour government gave per-
mission for last week’s prosecution
of a Leeds lecturer Andrew Lloyd
for possessing a copy.

Despite the judge’s promptmg,
enough of the jury refused to accept
that it was a crime, so Andrew
Lloyd is now due for re-trial.

Serious

The government have also given

" permission for an even more serious

trial, due to start in London this
week. Fourteen people are charged
with ‘conspiracy’ to distribute the
leaflet.

The trial has been brought under
the Incitement to Disaffection Act,
which makes it illegal to have in
one’s possession any document,
which if circulated to a member of
the armed forces, might ‘seduce’
him from ‘his allegiance or duty to
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Her Majesty’.

In plain English, it is a crime to
possess any document thrat might
make a rank and file soldier ques-
tion the orders of his officers.

We are. reprinting this leaflet,
not because we agree with its polities,
but because at stake is a basic ques-
tion of free speech and the freedom
of the press.

The desertion of a handful of
conscientious objectors will not
assist the fight for free speech in
the armed forces. These rights will
be won only by trade union organisa-
tion and militancy.

Socialists and radicals in the
armed forces should not desert.
They should stay where they are
and organise.

Similarly, the battle to Free the
14 will not be won in Parliament or:
in the Central Hall, Westminster.

Outcry

When Tom Mann was prosecuted
in 1912 over a leaflet calling on

- soldiers not to shoot at strikers, he

was senténced to six months in
prison. So mighty was the outery,’
that he was released after seven
weeks:
All sections of the movement
must come together on this issue.
Trade union branches and shop
stewards’ committees must argue
now for resolutions and letters to
MPs, the Home Secretary and even to
Attorney-General Mr Sam Silkin
calling on him to
@®FREE THE 14
@®DROP THE CHARGES






