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By JENNY
JACKSON

UNEMPLOYMENT is
down this month by a

few thousand—and
the government
breathes a big sigh of

relief.

The papers tell us to stop
worrying. We've ‘turned the
corner’. -

According to their figures,
the number of women out of
work has dropped to only
(only!) 287,000.

What a sick joke!

The real number is nearly 1,000.-
000. One million women—their
skills as nurses, teachers, machinists
and typists wasted . . .

Revealing

After an extensive survey among
5000 women, Womens Own
magazine published some revealing
facts in their 20 March issue.

O Only three out of 10 women
actively looking for work register at
the employment exchange.

[0 One out of-three mothers at
home who replied to the survey
want to go back to work but can’t
find anyone to look after the
children.

O Three out of five working
women have a job because the
family need the money.

[ 14 per cent are the main
breadwinners.

This means that the real
unemployment figures are
now near 2,000,000.

It means that the jobless
figures aren’r falling. They’re

going up.
The government statistics
leave out most married

women looking for work. If

they haven't paid the full
stamp. they cant collect the
dole, so they dont bother to
sign on :

CriPPIEd . { _-_.:::: :@m I::E-- ? :
figures. Almost 700,000 -

women—ignored.
It's convenient for the sink ‘where we belong’.
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And they will forget us—

government—but it doesn’t But have to
help solve our problems: how
to pay the gas bill, the electric

they don't
struggle to keep the family out
of debt,

unless we fight. Unless we
organise.
At work, we must make sure

bill, the grocery bill . . . The government wants to

They tell us that we only forget us. So do many of the
work for pin money and can trade union leaders— and even
happily go back to the kitchen some men workers.

DESMOND TROTTER

AS WE GO TO PRESS, the fate of the Dominican freedom fighter
Desmond Trotter still hangs in the balance. Condemned to death on a
trumped-up charge after a political trial, Trotter faces the death
sentence. A final decision will be made this week. All Carib clubs, West
Indian societies and groups are urged to send telegrams to the
Dominican High Commissioner in London demanding a reprieve.
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no women (or men) are made

We also have to fight the
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: Women
taking leaflets
from a Right
to Work
marcher.
Throughout
. the recent

b three-week
trek, the

= marchers

E received
Enormous
support from

= O The
. Assembly on

—Page 7.

who are prepared to sell
women'’s jobs to keep the men
on.

Women out of work have to
organise too—though it’s
much more difficult.

On the estates, in the
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We want work. We need
work. And we're going to
fight for it!

. Unemployment

Just
one of

vic

PICTURE:Derek Bowie(lFL)

ANGIE HANSON is just one of
the 700,000 women who don’t
appear on the government's
unemployment figures.

She was an international
telephonist in London and the
union rep on her section.

‘We tried to get a nursery in
the Post Office, but they
wouldn’t hear of it,

‘I'm at home looking after my
little girl now. If I had a nursery
place for her, I'd go back. I'd
love to go back to work.

"We have to rely on my

husband’s wages whatever
happens—even if the roof falls
in.’
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Sunny
Jm:Now
a |unta

all of
his own..

JAMES CALLAGHAN,Fm
as the Junta’s man because of his
assistance to the barbaric regime
in Chile, looks like getting control
of a junta of his own.

The ‘safe man of the centre’ is now
almost certain to lead the Labour
Party and become the next Prime
Minister.

- Serviees

He will instantly get to work to please
peaple who have paid him for his political
services in the past. P, like

O The Police Federation. which paid
him handsomely for 12 years (o ‘represent
their interests’ in Parliament.

O Sir Julian Hodge, the Welsh
moneylender, who made a fortune from
selling second mortgages and high-interest
loan agreements, i fo black
immigrants in the Midlands. Callaghan is
still a shareholder in Hodge’s Welsh bank.

U The Italian ‘International Bank. a
consortium of grasping lakan bankers
who paid Callaghan as 2 director from
1972 to 1974.

How can Mr Callaghan please all these
people at once?

By continuing with the
policies of the povernment.

By tightening the squeeze
and freeze on working people,
and increasing the handouts to
the people who make money
for nothing.

‘Give him a chamce” shriek
Labour MPs and commcillors
all over the country.

That means giving the
government’s policies ‘a
chance’.

As far as we're concerned,
they’'ve had far too much of a
chance aiready.

~ SABOTAGE

HUGH SCANLON and the
Engineering Union have join-
ed the Press witch-hunt
against two groups of
engineering workers on strike.

Toolroom workers at SU
Carburettors and at Rovers,

On the march for more nurseries in East . ondon:one out of

three mothers can’t work because of the lack of them

Coventry, are on strike to
force managements to pay
what they agreed more than a
year ago.

Similar strikes and union
leaders’ sell-outs in 1969 —at
Girlings and at San
encouraged the last Labour
government to introduce anti-
union legislation.

This time there will be no
need. For Scanlon, Bovd and
Co have already proved far
more effective  policemen
against their members than
any judge or magistrate.

[ The case for the menat
Rovers and SU Carbemet-
tors: Page 15.

:Ann Mullen(IFL)
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LET
THEM

2

CAKE

‘LLET THEM eat cake’ said Marie
Antoinette, when told that bread
prices were beyond the reach of the

Paris masses.

Shirley Williams,
Consumer

Minister of

Labour’s
Affairs,

might sing the same tune today (if

only cake prices weren’t so high).

The Labour government keep
saying that inflation is going down.
Most working people just don’t
believe it. And this week comes
another burst of increased prices—
“especially in food,

On this page we look at some
of the increases—and rackets

paying three times over

A THOUSAND TONS of beef—enough to provide a million joints for
British families—is being put in cold storage every week. The result? Less
meat in the shops, higher meat prices, and higher taxes to pay for the storage
and to subsidise meat exporters.

This is the latest present to British families from the Common Market. It’sa present
which French, German and Italian families have been suffering from for several years.

LLast month/in Brussels,
Agriculture Minister Fred
Peart agreed to a form of
the Common Market ‘beef
intervention’ scheme in
the British market.

LInder this scheme. farmers
in  Britain and Northern
Ireland, can flog their beef
direct to the ‘intervention
cold stores’. '

For this thev get a higher
price than the British
gavernment's standard sub-
sidy.

Fiddle

So the scheme brings
bigger profits. to the big
farmers—and to the
slaughterhouse owners who
handle the ‘intervention’ che-
ques, and can easily fiddle the
smaller farmers out of the
money due to them.

This leads to a shortage of
beef in the shops—and much
higher prices. The beef in
store loses much of its
nutritional value,

The beef mountain grows
higher and higher. In Europe,
there are 300,000 tons of
unsold beef in cold store,

It 1sn’t sold on the home
market in case it brings down
the price of beef (and the
profits for butchers,
slaughterhouses owners and
farmers).

Eventually, in desperation,

RS L, R R A S
ELECTRICITY goes up
again this week—even after
going up by 88 per cent
since Labour came to
office. There is a rise of 12
per cent because of ‘dearer
oil’, another one per cent
just for good measure and
another four per cent in
July.

RAIL FARES went up
another 16 per cent last
week—the third rise in 18
months. The more the fares

go up, the less people travel

by train. In the past year,
the travelling public on the
London-Glasgow route
has dropped by 30 per cent.
Now it will drop further—
and more railway workers
will be out of a job.

the Common Market or the
individual government agree
to sell the beef at a low price
on the world market.

Meat exporters demand a
government subsidy to make
up the going price.

We all pay three times for
the beef mountain.

We pay in taxes to the
Common Market for the
‘intervention’ buying.

We pay in higher meat

prices in the shops.
And then we pay in more
taxes to subsidise meat ex-

porters to sell the stored beef

on the world market.

Meanwhile. the cheaper
cuts of stewing beef which we
used to import from Argen-
tina are banned by the Com-
mon Market!

At present. only beef from
Northern Ireland i1s being
stored under this disgusting
scheme. But farmers iIn
England, Wales and Scotland
are expected to cash in soon.

Nonsense

The only reason for this
nonsense is to keep up the
profit margins of farmers,
traders and slaughterhouse
proprietors.

Last year, Fred Peart was
an enthusiastic campaigner
for the Common Market. He
promised ‘little or no’ rises in
meat prices If we went in.

Fred has a special
relationship with the meat
industry. When Labour was
in opposition from 1970 to
1974, he was a director of the
Fatstock Marketing Cor-
poration, Britain’s biggest
butchers and meat traders.

Fred the Red served the
industry well. And he s
serving the industry even
better now—at our expense.

THESE WORDS ?

THE LABOUR Government
in its first period of office. will
introduce strict price control
on Kkey services and com-
modities.

Bulk purchase and new
marketing arrangements will
help stabilise food prices, and
selective use of subsidies will
be applied to the items bearing
most heavily on the family
budget.

We shall renegotiate those
elements of Common Market
policy which deliberately im-
pose food taxes on the British
péople.

—Labour’s election
manifesto, February 1974.

B the mouths of
the starving

MR ‘BUTCH’ Woolf of the
trading firm H J and M Bennett is

a happy man.

Until recently, he has made a lot of
money for himself and his
shareholders by exporting potatoes.

Now he’s found a new, profitable
business: /mporting potatoes from the
country with the most starving people in
the world: India.

High |

Derek Colby, adirector of Bennetts, told
Socialist Worker:

"Well, the price of potatoes is very high.
We've been looking round the world for
surplus potatoes. We heard that India have
30.000 surplus tons. So we're arranging to
import them. We think the price will keep
up’.
Messrs Wolf and Colby are
not the only ones profiting
from the price of potatoes.

This time last vear, eight
pounds of good potatoes cost
25p. Today they cost a fan-
tastic 91p.

Almost every time you go to
the greengrocer you hear
someone say something like:
‘I'm afraid we can’t afford
potatoes any more’.

Why? Because the farmers
and the government-
controlled Potato Marketing
Board have cut down the
number of acres where
potatoes can be grown—to
increase the farmers’ and
traders profits.

The potato acreage has
G Eee s come down from 580.000

o s acres in 1972 to 500.000 acres

= today.

Now profiteers
take them from

EEEREE Shot-up

This meant that the farmers
could only produce enough
potatoes in ‘good weather’
vears. Last year was a very bad
weather vear for growing.

So the farmers couldn’t
produce enough potatoes.

The price shot up, and lots
of people went without
because they couldn’t afford

them.

Farmers and iraders, of
course, made a killing.

Now the same traders are
cashing in on the shortage by
transporting potatoes from a
country where 400 million
people are starving!

That’s capitalism. It’s
what Margaret Thatcher
calls ‘enterprise’ and ‘in-
itiative’.

About
these

‘oreedy
WOrKErs...

By Carry Akroyd and Brian
Scotney

THE PRICE of a 501b bag of
potatoes has gone up by £2 to
£6.50 in the last two months,

And vet, last summer, we
were paid between |0p and
|5p for every bag we picked,
riddled and tied.

QOur pay. on a farm near
Peterborough, varied accor-
ding to the weather and the
pressure the gang of pickers
could exert. always bearing in
mind that the gang could be
sacked 1f another was
available locally.

Stored

If it rains for a week, that'sa
week without pay. Most of the
women bring their kids and
work to buy school uniforms,
or to get the family a holiday,

Most of the potatoes in the
arga were later bought by
someone from London who

Up again
next Monday

THE LABOUR
government's most definite
promises about food prices
were about subsidies on
bread. Now the subsidies
are being withdrawn—and
bread is to go up again. On
Monday large loaves go up
by Ip, small loaves by 1/p.

There’s too much milk in the

country. So they’re drying it and

¢ . s stored them in two huge
puttlng it into store. Then they aeroplane hangars, lined with
straw.

are feeding the old stock back to
the cows. | don’t know why they
bother. They could save a lot of
time and money and storage
space if they just connected up

He probably didn’t know
much about potatoes, only
about making money.

The cost to -the farm for
seed, fertilisers and labourers
isn't quite the figure of £250 a
ton that potatoes are now
selling for!

the cows’ udders to the cows’

mouths.

— Ernie  Roberts, Assistant General
Secretary of the Engineering Union speak-
ing at last Saturday’s Assembly on Un-
employment. :

Support the Campaign
for the Restoration of
Trade Union Rights in
Iran: Nabarde Kargar
(Workers® Struggle), PO
Box 21, 197 Kings Cross
Road, London WC1.

=



NO CONCORDES,
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'NO SACKINGS!

SOCIALIST WORKER has
always attacked the Con-

corde. |

It’'s a disgraceful and
dangerous waste of resources, a
symbol of a twisted and corrupt
society.

Its only conceivable purpose is
to get wealthy business ex-
ecutives from New York to Lon-
don in time for lunch.

We've often been counter-
attacked by some Concorde
workers. ‘You are selling our jobs
down the river’ they have argued.
‘An attack on Concorde is an
attack. on the jobs of 20,000
people who work on it.”

Now the truth is coming out.
it’s the supporters of Concorde—
the British and French
governments, the British Aircraft
Corporation and Sud Aviation—
who are preparing to sack Con-
corde workers by the thousand.

They've failed to sell their one

The ldealHome

white elephant. No airline out-
side Britain and France wants to
fly half-empty aeroplanes which
use more fuel in a minute than
the average family uses in a
lifetime. :

So the production line is being
closed. |

Concorde workers have
responded vigorously. They have
organised joint demonstrations
of workers in Britain and in
France against redundancies.

Unfortunately, many of these
workers think that the best way

blast: Why the
bombers struck

UNTIL RECENTLY the London bombers concen-
trated for the most part on restaurants and clubs
where the idle rich besported themselves—and on
the idle rich themselves.

The campaign was hopeless. Such campaigns always

to save their jobs is to sing the
praises of the Concorde.

‘We have faith in the project’
said one Bristol shop steward
this week.

But faith and praise for the
Concorde is the worst way to
fight for jobs.

The government and the
employers will say to the
stewards: ‘If you want to save
Concorde, you must accept 100
sackings here, 1000 there. The
only hope for all of you is that
some of you go on the dole’.

And if the stewards do
want to save the Concorde,
they’ll go on accepting sackings
until every worker goes down the
road. :

On the other hand, if stewards
and workers stop arguing for an
impossible project, and concen-
trate exclusively on the right to
work, they can save all their jobs.

They can use the full industrial
strength of the huge British
Aircraft combine— against all
sackings and all natural wastage.

At the same time, they can
argue that there are thousands of
things which BAC workers could
produce which are more useful
and valuable to society.

They can say to the -aircraft
bosses and the government:

"You hired us. Either you
keep usall in work, or we’ll
shut down every aircraft
factory in the country’.

are. But the selection of targets at least indicated a

glimmering of class consciousness.

Now targets are chosen at random. The Ideal Home Exhibition
is specifically designed, through massive advertising and gawdy
display, to dazzle large working class crowds.

I'he men and women plan-
ting bombs are now’ clearly
motivated by a fervent
nationalism which blinds
them to all other con-
siderations.

They have an implacable
hatred of everything British
and they make no distinctions.

This is futile and wrong and
reactionary.,

It plays straight into the
hands of Metropolitan Police
Commissioner Robert Mark
and his Tory friends who
hunger after more and more
power to. oppress.

Its most immediate affect is
to drive masses of British
people into accepting the anti-
Irish and anti-working class
measures.

Resist

We must resist the reaction
of Press, television and
thousands of people in the
country to shout for more
repression to ‘deal with the
bombers’.

The bombers won't be dealt
with by repression. Repres-
sion only creates more
desperation and more bom-
bings.

Repression means vic-
timisation of Irish people who
engage in open political activi-
ty.

People like Margaret
O'Brien, secretary of the non-
terrorist Irish Civil Rights
Association, who was taken
from her home in East Lon-
don with her 15-year-old
daughter last Monday.

Under the Act, police an
hold her for seven days
without trial or deport her
without ftrial. That doesn’t
stop bombers. It provokes
them.

Had the troops not been
there, the blind nationalism
and hatred which motivates a
minority of Irish Republicans
would never have existed.

And there would have

been no bomb at Olympia.

EAMONN
McCANN

ELSA WARREN, Dennis
Skinner M P and other
supporters picketing the
Home Office last week for
the release of Shrewsbury
picket Des Warren.

Their picket came just as
the first-ever prosecution
against a major construction
Sirm for lump tax-dodging
was coming to a head.

The directors of Joseph
Murphy Ltd were found

Des War

|

guilty of plotting to defraud
the Inland Revenue. Some
of them received jail
sentences.

They were not however
prosecuted under the
Conspiracy Laws. It is not
Director of Public
Prosecutions policy-to
prosecute businessmen
under these laws.

The Murphy company
itself was also fined for tax
evasion. But on Monday the
£750,000 fine was cut to

n and t a

£300,000 and the judge
agreed that Murphy's could
pay by instalments.

The fine was for tax
evasion of £1 million which
shows that the judges have a
proper sense of proportion
and did not in any way wish
o impose ‘a deterrent
sentence’.

Also interesting is why the
fnland Revenue has only
prosecuted Joseph Murphy.
In 1971, the newspaper
Construction News

MONEY IS already coming in
to the Defence Fund for the 44
arrested Right to Work

marchers. The total so far is
£813.80.

Contributions include £8
from West London Theatre
Workshop and Task Force;
£11 from a collection at
Eatons Transmissions,
Worsley; £25 from Peter
Jackson, Brighton; £5 from M

Young, his expenses as a
delegate to the Albert Hall
from his ASTMS branch;
£14.39 from a collection at a
Troops Out Movement
meeting and £75 collected at
the Confed Assembly on
Saturday.

Socialist Worker is giving
the proceeds from the special
1ssue produced after the police
attack.

Money received so far from
subscribers . for individual
copies:

Adrian Mitchell £10; O
Lewis £5; and M O’Flynn £5;
P Andrews £10; Pat Owen £3;
T Hill £5; R Murdock £5: J
Hemmings £5; M Simon £5; S
Mason £5; C Hann £5: G
Williams £3; M Pike £2:; 1
Colquhoun £1.50.

Heading the long list of
those who gave a £l for a
single copy is Peter Jones.

Others £1s came from M
Miles, A Wilson, H Willets, P
Jones, A Adair, D Wooley,
‘Illegible’ Rhondda, M War-
ing.

Contributions from SWwW
Subscribers:

w!

provided hard evidence that
John Laing and the lump
outfit Whelan and Grant
had conspired to avoid tax
and make sweetheart
payments to workers.

No prosecution has
resulted. Sir Maurice Laing
is, of course, a member of the
British establishment
whereas Joseph Murphy is
not.

Arrestec
marcher

MPs
support

pledge

THE CAMPAIGN to de
fend the 44 unemploye:
workers arrested on th
Right to Work March i
well under way.

Barnet Trades Council ha
set up an independent trad
union inquiry.

Bryan Stanley, genera
secretary of the POEU, the
post office engineering union
has agreed to serve. He is alsc
a member of the Nationa
Executive Committee of the
Labour Party.

Support

Two MPs—Sid Bidwell anc
Neil Kinnock—will also serve

Another ten members of the
Tribune group of MPs have
urged support for the inquiry.
and for the Defence Fund.

The ten signed a statement
after meeting the marchers ir
the House of Commons.
making it clear that this is
‘without commitment to the
ten demands on which the
Right to Work march was
hased’.

The MPs are Dennis
Skinner, Eric Heffer, Arthur
Latham, Jo Richardson,
Frank Allaun, Ron Thomas,
Ted Fletcher, Joan Maynard,
Russell Kerr and Brian
Sedgemore.

RIGHT TO WORK 44
NEED YOUR SUPPORT

Anon Stoke, £10; R Pater-
son £5; P J Hall £2: N
Leveritt £5; J Gee £1; W
Kelbie £3; M G Tebb £1; R
Carroll £1;: W & J Mec-
Namara £3; G AWood£1;: G
Prince £0.5 p.

Kathleen Jones £2; J E
Cook £5; A E Winchester
£1; Mrs C M Howlett £1;
Glynis Davies £0.40p; J
Gamnill £1; J Taylor £5; E
Gladden £3; E Gladden £3;
T G Mortimer £1; D D
Francis £2; P J Sills £1.

Anon London N5 £30; C
Jackson £5; J Flynn£1.50; P
Damper £0.40p; A Hughes
and D Divers £1; S Newman
£1; R D Harris £1: A Mc-
Naughton £500.

RIGHT TO
WORK
CAMPAIGN
MEETINGS

MANCHESTER: Moss
Side Neighbourhood
Centre, Thursday 1 April,
8pm. Speakers: Danny
Evaristo, Joe Cronshaw,
Bobby Buirds.

S W LONDON: Thurs-
day 1 April, 8pm, WCCR,
172 Lavender Hill.
Report on the Right to
Work March from Sam
Strudwick, locally spon-
sored marcher.

SHEFFIELD: First
meeting of Sheffield
Right to Work Com-
mittee, Wednesday 7

April, 7.45pm. Mail
Coach, West Street,
Sheffield.

MARCH AND ELY:;
Fight the Rail Cuts! Local
ASLEF and NUR
speakers. Thursday 8
April, 7.30pm, Labour
Rooms, March (nr Peter-
borough).

PETERBOROUGH,
STAMFORD AND ELY
Defend the 44! Fund-
raising social. Friday 14
May, 8pm. Watch SW for
further details.







