By PAUL FOOT

VTHE LABOUR Government has washed its
hands of responsibility

suffering of two million old people this winter.
It has withdrawn its own minimum standards for heating in

old people’s houses.

Previous government documents, such as the Department of
Health’s How to Keep Warm in Winter, 1972, recommended a

temperature of 70 degrees in old people’s living rooms.

This year, in a letter to the Royal Institute of Consumer Affairs, the
Department of Health and Social Security has withdrawn the
recommendation. The letter makes it plain that the government now
sets no standards at all for warmth in old people’s houses.

George Dunn, general
secretary of the National
Federation of Old Age
Pensioners, told Socialist
Worker:

‘The basic pension
allows for £2.80 for water
and space heating. Anyone
who thinks you can keep
warm on that is either a
Junatic or doesn’t care.

AT RISK .

‘If you rely on electricity,
you can’t even keep half a
room at 70 degrees.

“There are two million
pensioners who ‘will ‘be
seriously at risk this winter.

for the desperate
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¢o1d folk should wear socks and
woolly hats to keep warm in bed.)

—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY LEAFLET
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“These two million get
the basic pension—and a
rent and rates rebate. They
don’t qualify for the latest
government heating
allowances.

‘If they get hypothermia
because of the cold, they

could die.’ :
Not content with shuffl-

ing off responsibility for

old people who die of cold,
the government 1s
searching round for new
ways to damage old
people—and the sick and
poor.

This week it is agreeing
to more cuts in public
spending-=by order of the
international bankers -of
the International

Monetary Fund.

Housing subsidies will
be slashed again—and
council house rents will
soar.

David Ennals, Secretary
of State for Social Ser-
vices, and Stanley Orme,
his left-wing Minister of

State, are launching a
‘Good Neighbour Cam-

‘THE COUNTRY CAN'T AFFORD IT" . . .

“‘THE INLAND Revenue is losing
a cool one thousand million
pounds a year because it
refuses to nail the tax scheme
most enjoyed by Britain's
better-off classes’.

So Sunday Times journalist

Nicholas Faith revealed on 31 Oc-

tober. | .
He told how the rich were setting
up ‘discretionary trusts’ in the

Channel Islands to evade tax—and
how they were getting away with it.

A thousand million pounds is
almost all of what the government
hopes to ‘save’ by pushing up
council house rents and driving
down welfare benefits.

_ Meanwhile, arms spending is to go
UP by £517 million to £6000 million.
The government hopes to buy the

new Boeing early-warning plane at
£60 million each. The cost of one
plane would buy heat and light for
every old person in the country.
Sir Hugh Fraser, the department
store boss and Scottish Nationalist,
admits that he has lost about one
and a half million pounds in gambl-
ing at roulette. In one evening, he
lost a quarter of a million pounds.
A spokesman for the gambling
club said: “This was not remarkable’.

paign’. ;
+ They are asking people
to be ‘kind’ to old people in
their areas. : :
The ‘kindness’ of
‘Messrs. Ennals and Orme
boils down to a handshake
for the television cameras,
and a kick in the teeth from
behind the Cabinet doors.

REFUSE

There’s only one policy
to deal with these
hypocrites: No dis-
connections.

Branches and shop
stewards of the electricians
union must issue
statements declaring that
their members will refuse
to disconnect any pen-
sioner from electricity ‘or
other sources of fuel.

Pensioners should use as”

much fuel as they want.

And they should send
the bill to Messrs Ennals
and Orme, Hypocrites
of State; Depart-
ment of Social Security,
London. .
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CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACISM WITH SOCIALIST WORKER

4 COUNCIL PUTS
STRINGS ON

J

MOSQUE

plan.

have difficulties like this.
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THE Waltham Forest Islamic Association finally
received planning permission for their new mosque—
. but only just. The chairman of the council’s planning
committee had to use his casting vote to carry the

But the conditions attached to the permlssmn will
make it difficult for the new mosque to be opened. The
council is demanding alterations to the warehouse—
soundproofing, glazed windows in the back, car
parking space made within the premises—which will
cost £150,000 before the building can be used at all.

This wouldn’t be so bad—except that the permis-
sion is only for a ‘trial period’ of three years.

Dr Nazeer Ally, president of the Islamic Associa-
tion, told Socialist Worker: ‘Wherever we go, we will

*The local authority have had seven years to see how
we use this mosque where we are now. They don’t
really need another three years. We feel they are
shelving a decision to avoid taking full responsibility.

‘We will appeal for the time limit to be removed.
Our intention is to fight for this.’

CAMPAIGN AGAINST

,Khalid Hassan

Dave Fews

by PHIL MARFLEET

BRITAIN’S insidious
immigration laws and
~the racist- policemen
who enforce them near-
ly claimed another vic-
tim last week, Khalid
Hassan, a Pakistani-
born worker living In
Walthamstow, London.

Police visited his home when
he wasn’t there. Then they
turned up at his workplace
Phonodisc, told the gateman
that they were ‘friends’ and
then having lured Khalid out,
told him that he could ‘either
go straight to the airport for
immediate deportation’ or ‘via
home to collect things’.

Khalid’s own determination
and prompt action

stopped the police from carry-
ing through theirr mhuman
plans. But how many times do
they get away with it?

supporting E
from fnends and workmates

Khalid’s nightmare started
last Monday. He heard police
had been inquiring about him,
claiming he was an illegal
immigrant. Khalid im-
mediately telephoned the
police station.

He was asked whether he
had recently been involved in
any incidents. Replying that
he had not, Khalid was told:
‘But you have been. You have
been on demonstrations, and
you are a member of the
Socialist Workers Party’.

~Apology

Heaskedthepolwetovm
him that evening and sort
things out.

But after work Khald
found that the police had
already visited and entered his

Picture: Mark Ruéher (IFL)

RACISM WITH SOCIALIST WORKER

Labour’s safety sell-out

~out

JIM CALLAGHAN
and his pals in the

Labour govern- The package that the Health Broken
ment engaged INA  and Safety Executive was x e
hoping would be implemented hese regulations werg¢ one
smgular act  of IS now to be dropped on of the cornerstones of the so-,
vandalism and grounds of cost. called ‘sdocilaiicontraft‘. Oc}hers
. p This means that the included pledges to keep down
betray.a' last week. regulations bringing recogni- prices and unemployment,
At a stroke they tion woskers’ safety which have -already been
pulled the floorboards representatives, joint safety  broken. :

from under the
Health and Safety at
Work Act.

brought through.

committees and a safety code
of practice will not now be

The government’s decision
follows persistent lobbying
from local authorities who are
having their spending axed by
the Labour government. They
have carried out a scandalous
campaign against the new
measures, saying they cannot
afford the cost of saving lives
and limbs.

Dozens of employers also
oppose the new regulations,
even though their organisa-

Journalists strike over deportations

JOURNALISTS in the Magazine
and Book branches of the National
Union of Journalists were planning
strike action on Wednesday to
protest at the proposed deportation
of journalists Philip Agee and Mark
Hosenball.

Home Secretary Merlyn Rees says they
are a threat to national security. He plans
to have them deported under the 1971
Immigration Act.

Agee, a former CIA agent, has exposed
the activities and methods of American
intelligence.

lMark Hosenball has also written on the
CIA.

The Defence Campaign has already
received support from trade unionists,
some Labour MPs and others.

But the widest possible protest will be
needed if they.are to be-allowed to stay.
Their only appeal under the Act is to a

committee of three—appointed by the

‘Home Office.-
They are not allowed full details of the

case against them and are not allowed to
cross-examine witnesses. The final deci-
sion, even after the hearing, rests with
Rees.

Philip Agee told a public meeting in
London this week: ‘I have never worked
with British intelligence and 1 know
nothing which could threaten British
security’.

Expose

But he' has some ideas about why
Americans might have put pressure on
Rees to deport him. ‘It's because this
campaign to expose their methods has

'been so successful,’ he said. ‘They need to

disrupt my activities.’
Agee is currently working on a global
Who's Who in the CIA. He also feels that

coming elections in Europe and CIA
intervention could have something to do
with the tlmmg of the deportation.

‘Britain is looking around for a loan at
the moment. Before the money is handed
over they don’t just look for economic
assurances, but political demands are
made, and it could be that I am just part of
the package.

‘When I came here | came on a
shoestring to write my book. The CIA
Diary.
nothing happened to me in that time.’
OO0 The Defence Committee called a
Day of Action on Wednesday. On
Saturday there is a rally at the Home

' Office at noon and a protest at 2.30pm

outside the US Embassy in Grosvenor
Square.

L0 Agee/Hosenball Defence Cam-
paign, 186 Kings Cross Road, London
N1. Write for petitions, leaflets, etc.

It took nearly two years and -

tion, the Confederation of
British Industry, gave its con-
sent.

In particular the giant Shell

corporation engaged in a
persistent campaign, even
threatening an investment

strike if their demands for
maximum profits were in any
way bridled.

Some Labour MPs have hit -

out against this disgraceful
shelving of the regulations.
Audrey Wise, the Coventry
MP, has tried to get.a debate

on the matter and is suppor- -

ting a lobby of parliament by
Coventry shop stewards.

But she has urged a low
level, purely local mobilisa-
tion because Minister for
(Un)Employment  Albert

Booth is, she claims, ‘very

upset’.

Shelve

The TUC has suspected for
some time that -the govern-
ment was going to shelve the
regulations, but has done
nothing more than write a
‘strong’ letter of protest.

The package never was the
last word in Health and
Safety, but it did give well-
organised workers important
openings.

If the regulations are ever to
be taken off the shelves and
implemented, rank and file
workers will have to express
their anger.

house. Telephoning the police
again, this time he received an
apology from the station
commander: ‘Forget it, there
has been a mistake’.

On Tuesdayy after a per-
sonal wvisit to the police,
Khalid 1s asked to forget the
whole incident.

But on Wednesday he was
called from his work in the
press shop of Phonodisc fac-
tory. He is told that ‘friends’
are waiting at the gate.

. The ‘friends’ turn out to be
two uniformed police in a
panda car.

" “You are an illegal im-

migrant®, he is told by PC 716,

‘you can go stnnght to the

iirport for deportation, or we
can collect your things first
from your home’.

Khalid insisted that his

Protest
over
jailed
Cypriots

FIFTY supporters of the
Cypriot Defence Campaign
picketed Pentonville Prison
in North London on
Saturday. At least 12
Cypriots have been jailed
under the immigration
laws—they are all refugees
from the tragic war in
Cyprus in 1974.

A deputation from the
picket was prevented from
visiting Metin Salih, who
was jailed for one day under
the Immigration Actand has
now been in Pentonville for
a monthl

The pickets marched to
Holloway Prison, where
Metin’s wife Hulya is held.
They were again refused-a
visit, though a gift of flowers
from supporters in the
Cypriot community was
accepted.

The campaign is now
receiving widespread
support, particularly in the
large Cypriot community in
Haringey, North London.
During Saturday’s street

- meeting in Turnpike Lane,
“nearly £20 was collected

from Cypriots whose own
families and friends are
under threat.

[J Contact the campaign
at 90 Mountview Road,
London N4. Phone 272-
8270.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST RACISM WITH SOCIALIST WORKER

‘Straight to the airport’
threat by police

-
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passport kept at home will
prove he has permanent
residence. He is told the police
are certain he is illegal—'so
why waste our time?’

That night, Khalid visits
again the police station. He
finds only PC 716. He informs
him that he intends taking his
threats and insults up with the
Home Office, the Community
Relations Commission And his
solicitor. 716 offers more
threats: ‘You dare, and I'll
make real big trouble for you'.

Verbal

Khalid has been told that
his case 1s 100 per cent solid,
and the Home Office have
already dpologised verbally.

But damage has already
been done. Khalid’s landlord
and Phonodisc
management—who arranged
for Khalid to meet ‘his
friends’—already view him
with suspicion. Uniformed
police have forced him from
the factory—opening up in-
timidation and increased
threats of blackmail to the 400
immigrant workers there.

The shop stewards com-
mittee at Phonodisc have
moved quickly. Convenor
Dave Fews said: ‘We are not
willing to tolerate this in-
timidation of our members.
The idea that théy can remove
a worker from the factory is
just not on. We won't allow
the use of racist laws in this
way’.

The committee has passed a
resolution against the removal
of any worker from the fac-
tory, and called the attention
of the executive of the General
and Municipal Workers' Un-
ion and local union bodies to
the events leading up to
Khalid’s removal. :

Guilty of the
iImpossible!

MAGISTRATES in South
London got the police force
off a particularly nasty hook
this week.

Thirteen-year-old  seven-
stone Christine White, a
young black girl with a badly
blistered hand, came up in
court last week charged with
the impossible: assaulting two
plainclothed Special Patrol
Group officers.

But the magistrates found
her guilty of these ridiculods
charges and she had to pay £9
compensation to the officers
concerned for a ripped Shirt.

Christine’s mother, Frances
White, said: ‘I've seen nothing

like it in my life. We’re goin
to-fight this.’ v
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Prices: Yes
you HAVE

DISCOVERS LABOUR [yssspstsy
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SIR HAROLD Wilson
waddles out of semi-
retirement to issue a
‘grave warning’ to the
Labour Party.

What bothers him? Is he
concerned that his Party in
government is ripping up
the pledges which he gave

in two general electionstwo

years ago’
Is he disturbed about the

cuts in the living standards of

the people who voted Labour?
Or about the mass unemploy-
ment which his policies have
created? Or about the rocketing
prices which he promised to
curb? ‘

Not at all. Sir Harold warns

against “infiltration” of the Labour

Party by ‘small and unrepresen-
tative groups’ who are attempting
a ‘take-over bid'.

Communists

In 1961, Harold Wilson, then
Shadow Chancellor, warned the
Tory Chancellor not to deflect
public opinion away' from his
reactionary policies by denouncing
Communists. ‘Let him not look for
red plots’ trumpeted Wilson.

plot" to distract attention from
government policies incomparably
more reactionary. i

Harold Wilson had some in-
teresting things to say about the
Parliamentary democracy which
he so prizes. After an MP is elected,
he said, he is morally and
democratically the property of his
constituents . . . no longer an
office-holder to be dismissed by an
unrepresentative caucus’.

Wilson concluded - that an
elected MP can only be dismissed.
by approval of the entire
Parliamentary Labour Party, which
he described as the ‘MPs trade
union’. Labour MPs in Parliament
don’t represent ‘the people’. They
represent themselves.

. Under Wilson’s proposals, MPs
would be elected for life. Labour
Party: members would have no
right to remove or even to in-
fluence them.

_Ron Hayward, Labour’s general
secretary, agrees. He said last

\

WHEN last month’s figures for price increases
were announced, the Daily Telegraph pointed
out that they cancelled out r/ie whole of the
increases due to workers under the present
stage of the pay freeze, even though this had
only been running for three months.

This month's price figures will he eyven worse.

The price of wholesale goods rose by 1%p in the £
in November. This will translate itself into shop

prices in the near future. Beef is now 70p in the
pound dearer than it was a year ago. And, in the last

month, the government has forced through steep

rises in the price of butter and tea by cutting the
subsidies on them.

So badly hit are many lower-paid workers that
they are now earning less than the miserable
amounts you get on social security.

What is the government's answer? Not to abandon the
pay policy, but to talk of new measures to prevent socia
security pavments rising as fast as prices!

In many trade unions, the process is now
beginning of drawing up resolutions from branches
for the next round of union conferences in the spring
and summer.

It's vital that our readers insist in their branches on
resolutions that at a minimum:

REJECT the social contract and demand large
wage increases to get ahead of the cost of living

REJECT the cuts and call for strike action against
them

REJECT redundancies, support the Rightto Work
Campaign, and call for occupations to force
nationalisation and save jobs

DEMAND the 35-hour week noy, and a campaign
against overtime as the best way to force jobs for the
unemployed

OPPOSE all attempts to tamper with the un-
employment and social security scales.

'small and unrepresentative’ group..  MOTION e

week that MPs should not be
removed because of their views.
Why should they be removed then?
Because of the colour of their hair?

Wilson attacked ‘bed-sitter in-
filtrators” who ‘owe no loyalty to an
area’. But what are the majority of
Labour MPs?

Is Giles Radice, Winchester and
Oxford, MP for Chester Le Street
because of his long association
with the workers of Durham?

How did Jeremy Bray, a right-
wing mathematics professor,
come to represent the
steelworkers of Motherwell? Or
David Marquand, Emmanuel
School and Oxford, the miners of
West Nottinghamshire?

These MPs were selected by an
‘unrepresentative caucus’ in
Transport House. A phone call to
the party faithful put them on the
road to fame and fortune.

o e e e et

Wilson, Hayward and the entire
Press want to ensure that fame
and fortune is never interfered
with from below. .

Richard Crossman, in his diaries,
wrote of the Labour Party: ‘The
most we can hope for is a
progressive oligarchy’.

- That's what the Labour Party is:
an oligarchy, in which power is
selected for the educated few. And
there’'s nothing remotely

ireland was omly marrowh

: - defeated at the annual con-
progressive about it. ference of the ‘moderate’
There’s no point in being what Social Democratic and

Labour Party in Newcastle,
County Down last Saturday.
The vote reflected pressure
from within the Cathelic
community after the failure of
the various ‘solutions’ spon-
sored by British governments
over the past seven years.
Even middle-class Catholics
are now weary of being taken
for a ride again and are
beginning to think in terms of
a ‘non-British’ North.
Impassioned speeches by
the SDLP’s two leaders, Gerry
Fitt and John Hume, couldn’t
prevent 40 per cent of
delegates voting for Britain to
get out. :
Naturglly, the vote gave the
Provos considerable satisfac-

Blitz

Their campaign of bom-
bings and shootings shows no
signs of slackening—as the
Derry blitz last weekend
demonstrated.

And every time the army
beats up a Catholic area—

Wilson calls °a political asset-
stripper’ in the Labour Party. There
are no assets to strip. '

We urge socialists in the
Labour Party to dump Wilson
and his oligarchs and join with
us in building a new socialist
party out of the fighting spirit
of working people.

OUR fighting fund

. received a boost this

week with cash
collected at the East of

Scotland Socialist
Worker Rally in
Edinburgh.

The Labour

government has made it
clear that it will not do
anything about the
repeated incitements to
racialism by Enoch
Powell and his friends.

it is frightened to take
him to court, it says,

"%, because of the publicity

LABOUR'S
SCARED
-BUT WERE
NOT! -

that would give him.

Yet in recent months
supporters of Socialist
Worker have shown that
you can silence the racists
with demonstrations,
pickets and Socialist
Worker's anti-racist

posters and stickers.

That's the sort of
activity financed by the
money you send to the
fighting fund. So keep up
the donations so we can
help you to keep up the
struggle.

Our thanks tor Birkenhead SW
readers 40p. Lowestoft £8: Bobby
Noyes £1: SW supporter £1; Dumfries
£2:  Exeter _
Assar £1; Pete McDonald 30p.

[0 Send donations and
collections to SW
Fighting Fund, 6 Cottons
Gardens, London E2.

10p:Warrington  £5:

A YEAR AGO, on 29
December 1975, all women
should have got equal pay.

At least that was what the
government was claiming

when it first introduced the

equal pay legislation.

But, in reality, women are
becoming less, not mdre
equal, according to the
government’s. own New Ear-
nings Survey,

In most of the main oc-
cupations where women work,

the gap With men's earnings

grew wider between April
1975 and April 1976.

THE GREAT
EQUAL PAY

FARCE

Among secondary teachers,
the gap widened from an
average of 35.5p an hour to
42.4p an hour; among cleaners
from 159p to 20.9p; among
packers from 28p to 29.6p.

The lesson 1s simple. If you
really want equal pay, you
have to follow the example of
women like those at Trico and
fight for it.

FRENCH printworkers,

dressed as convicts,
demonstrating last
weekend after police had

‘broken a printers’

occupation. The
occupation began last year
when the owner of the
paper Parisien Libere
introduced new
technology aimed at
destroying jobs. The paper
has been produced since
with scab labour from
outside Paris. The police
action led to a strike of the
whole French press

which is often—the Provos
gain new, young recruits.

To that extent, British
military tactics are futile. The
SDLP vote confirms that the
political strategy is also doom-

.Gradually. the Provos

* believe, it is becoming clear to

all that as long as Britain

 remains in the North, preser-

ving the state, there will be
Catholics in arms engaged in
rebellion.

From the socialist point of
view, it is by no means an
adequate analysis; but no
analysis which ignores it has
any relevance to reality.







