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RALLY WORKERS
ON MAY DAY

The solidavity of labor against capit-
alism is the watch-word of May Ddy dem-
onstrations by  the working  masses
throughout the world. To unite the work-
ers to see as their common enemy—the
bosses and capitalist government; and to
see in the Workers' Republic of the Soviet
Union the first fatherland of the workers;
to .truggle militantly against capitalism,
to overthrow it; and to aim o achieve in
each country a government of the toilers,
This summarizes by contrast the objec-
tives of the class-conscious workers for
May Day, 1930.

‘n the United States the -millions of
workers find themselves enduring the
scourge of unemployment, caused by cap-
italism, They find themselves either
thrown out of work, or wages reduced,
work speeded up and hours of labor in-
crensed, Reaction, under the leadership
of Prosident Hoover is in the saddle.
Rough-shod, it rides brutally over the

basic needs of the workers. Protest
agoinst unemployment is" met with:arrests,
persecution; jailings; removal of civil

rights, such as the right of assemblage
and press; deportation of foreign-born,
ete, Arrogance, brutality, extreme ex-
ploitation by the ruling class are the
order of the day.

The Sitmation of American Laber

The U. S. government persists in its
refusal to rvecognize the Soviet govern-
ment of Russia, now in its 13th year of
existence, The agents of the bocses in the
workers” ranks, namely, the American
Federation of Labor officials, Wm. Green,
Mathew Woll, et al, stand by and approve
bourton rule in the'United States.

The Labor movement in the United
States finds itself weaker than at any pre-
vious i,ime in its history. But potential
power is still there; it need only direction
and militantdy from counscious revolution-
aries who understand the immediate and
ultimate interests of the workers. These
elements are the Communists, Unfortun-
ately, the Communists in the United
States, even as throughout the world,
find their forces divided, split into three
fundamental groupings. An effective
struggle against capitalism presupposes
the struggle for the unity of the Commu-
nists again on a common principle plat-
form, Notwithstanding, May Day de-
mands from the official Communist Party,
and from all Communists, in and outside
the ranks of the official Party, the initia-
tion for May Day of a genuine mass united
front of workers and all workers’ organ-
izations against the employers, on a num-
ber of immediate and burning issues that
concern all the workers in the United
States.

The Issues for May Day

What are some of these immediate
demands of the workers that must serve to
unite them on May Day, 1930? They are:
The struggle against unemployment; for
work or compensation for the unemployed
at the cost of the employers and the gov-
ernment; for the seven hour day and five
day week; against any reductions in wages
and for an increase; for a united fromt
against the repression and persecution of
workers by the bosses agents, (he .olize.

( Continued on Page 2)

Opposition Paper Published
in the Argentine

La Verdad (Truth), organ of the Left
Communist Opposition in Argentine, has is-
sued its first number (4 pages), and here-
after will appear regularly. It is printed
in the Spanish language and will also cir-
culate among Spanish speaking workers in
other countries,

Among the contents of the first issue
are Lenin's “Testament to the Party”, sup-
pressed by the Stalinist regime, and which
now appears in print for the first time in
the Spanish language in the South Ameri-
can. countries; articles by Robert Guinney,
Dvorin and others on the situation in the
Communist movement of Argentine and
South America and in the International; a
statement of principles and organization,
declaring adhesion to the Left International
Opposition led by L. D. Trotsky and many
other articles of importance to the workers
of the Argentine. '

La Verdad is further evidence that the
ruthless efforts »f the regime of the bureau-
crats—from Stalin down—in the Comintern
will fail to stop the development and pene-
tration of the ideas of the Left Opposition
among the Communist workers and sym-
pathizers,

The Communist League of America
(Opposition) and the Militant greet La Ver-
dad and the Opposition in the Argentine.
We are confident that the militant and con-
scious efforts of the Argentine Opposition
will ‘in time bring the regeneration of the
revolutionary movement there and the rees-
tablishment of a Communist Party on the
original foundations of the Communist In-
ternational ag led by Lenin,

(]
12 W. Va. Miners Fatally Gassed

ARNETTSVILLE, W. Va.—Twelve min-
ers, among them four Negroes, were fatally
gassed and burnt in a mine explosion in
the non-union Yukon mine of the Crown
Cosal Co.

ST. LOUIS BUSMEN
WIN STRIKE

As we go to press, we learn that the
St. Louis bus drivers have won their strike.
A flat 9 1-2 hour day is established, instead
of as much formerly as 13 hours; a six
day weeks supplants the seven day week;
g;ragemen work 44 hours with a Saturday
half holiday, The union is recognized.
Other demands ol" a secondary nature are
also gained.

* B &

ST, LOUIS—(IPP)—With 5,000 meémbers
of the St. Louis street .car men’s union
assessing themselves $1 a -month, The strike
of b'us drivers and conductors enters  its
third week assured of financial support.
The international union is also granting
relief funds.

The members of this young union voted
a2 unanimous “No"” to the company's pro-
posed terms of strike settlemeént, which
would tie the men for three years under
‘open shop' conditions at wage rates in
effect prior to the strike,

Not a bus has moved since the walk-
out., Threats to operate busses with cabs
under police protection have not passed
the threat stage. The Central Trades and
Labor Union has voted to accept the new
union and exempt it from p: yment of per
capita tax until the strike is over.

The central body stands ready to go
into action with strike relief machinery in
behalf of the 750 strikers if the situation
warrants, The strikers offer to yeturn to
work when the right to organize is recog-
nized. Pres. R. W Meade of the St Louis
Bus Co, who. boasts that he has broken
8ix strikes during his career, refuses to
consider any proposals which fail to give
the ' company the world - ncircled by an
airtight fence,

6-HOUR DAY AIM OF TWIN CITY RAIL WORKERS

MINNEAPOLIS-—On April 1st a large
gathering of Minneapolis and St. Paul rail-
road workers held their second meeting at
Woodruff Hall, Prior and St. Anthony Aves.,
St. Paul, for the purpose of developing a
nation-wide movement for a six hour day
on the railroads. A third meetings has been
arranged for Tuesday, April 22nd at the
same hall.

The first Twin City Conferehce of Rail-
road Workers ;,was held on March 19th and
was called originally by Local No. 206 of
the Switchmen’'s Union. Among the points
discussed~were the railroad mergers and
speed-up, the need for a six hour day and
five day week without any pay cut, and
other problems affecting the organized and
unorganized railroad workers throughout
the United States. The Conference went
unanimously on record to fight for the six
hour day, for the organization of the rail-
way workers, as well as for other demands
of an economic and political character.

A Provisional Committee, consisting of
members from the different local unions,
has been set up to organize these meetings
and to send out the calls, The Provisional
Committee consists of: G. H. Farrell, Rail-
way Clerks, No. 319; TUlrick TUlrichson,
Railway Clerks, No. 1310; V. F. C(ase,

Switchmen’s Union, No. 7; Paul Johnson,
Firemen, No, 887; Carl Skoglund, Railway
Carmen, No. 299; F. J. Glaser, Firemen, No,
814; J. D Parr, Switchmen's Unien, No.
206; and P, G. Hedlund, Firemen, No. 814,
Secretary, Other active forces are .Wm,
Watkins, Switchmen’s Union, No. 206; 1,
Nelson, Engineers,

Consider Labor's Economic and
Political Problems

The question of getting up a permanent
organization in the shape of Railroad Coun-
cils in each railroad center is also being
considered. These Councils will consist of
elected delegates from the several locals
in each place or terminal, The purpose of
these Railroad Councils is to provide a
medium which will enable the workers from
the 21 different Railroad Crafts to get to-
gether periodically to take up the many
growing problems the railroad workers have
in common, of which the growing unem-
ployment is an immediate and serious one.

It is also proposed to induce railroad
workers in other terminals to set up sim-
ilar councils in connection with the six
hour drive.

The Twin City Railroad Workers (‘on-

( Continued. on Page 8)

The 5 Year Plan and World Unemployment

By L. D. TROTSKY

The internal development of the So-
viet Unlod is reaching a critical point,
No matter in what way we cvaluate the
present course of the collectiviation which,
in one year, has surpassed by two and a
hall times the plan elaborated for the
whole five years (fifty percent of the pea-
sant loldings collectivized instcad of the
twenty percent prescribed at the end of the
five years), it is clear that the tempo of
collectivization has already blown up the
whole five year plan. Up to now, the offi-
cial leadership has maintained silence on
this point. But it would be impossible to
be silen: for long., To imagine that all the
other elements of the plan—industry, trans-
portation, commerce, finance—~can develop
on the formerly prescribed scale while agri-
culture makes totally unforeseen jumps,
would signify to see in the etonomic pian
not an organic whole but a simple sum of
various departmental orders. TUntil recent-
ly it was recognized, at least in principle,
that the relations between industry and ag-
riculture (“smytchka”) form the principal
axis of the plan, Well, what has happened
to this axis? If the “smytchka” was taken
into considecration in the plan, tlien it must
now have been destroyed by the prodigious
leaps of the collectivization which nobody
foresaw., On ‘what side will an equalization
be made?

At this very moment, “complete collec-
tivization” has already aroused among the
{rightened leadershlp a certain backwait
movement, At what point will the commen -
ced recession come to a halt? It is as ye\
impossible to foretell. It is probable that
this tim~ also the retreat will extend much
further than is required by the objective
conditions, But the retreat itself is un-
avoidable, It is quite probable that be-
cause of the effects of the signs of inflation
there will begin a revision of the slogan
“The five year plan in four years”.

The Bureaucracy Runs Blindly

Retreat is always a painful operation,
in the military field as well as in politics.
But a retreat carried out in time and in an
orderly manner can prevent unnecessary
losses and prepare the possibility for de-
veloping an offensive in the future. The fa-
tal danger is always a belated retreat. pan-
ic-stricken, under fire, when the enemy iz
at your heels. And that is why we, the
Left Opposition, are not afraid to call back
the burcaucracy which is running ahead
blindly. It is necessary to call a halt to
the prize races of industrialization, to re-
vise the tempo on the basis of experience
and theoretical foresight, to reconcile col-
lectivization with the technical and other
resources, to subordinate the policy towards
the Kulak to the real possibilities of col-
lectivization. In a word, after the periods
of “Khvostism”™ (the policy of dragging
along at the tail of events and mgvemenis,
-—Id.) and adventurism, it is necessary to
take the road of Marxisi realism,

The plan corrected in this sense would
present a minimal variation. It would nec-
essarilly proceed from the situation which
has been created up to now as a result of
great successes and no less great mistalkes.
Such a plan cannot eliminate the contra-
dictions that flow from the historical past
and the world environment. But it must
reduce to a minimum the results of mis-
takes, partly mitigating and partly nost-

Continued on Page 4



Page 2

THE

MILITANT

Saturday, April 12, 1930

Minnesota’s «Farmer-Labor» Meet

The «Practical» Politicians and Business Men Take Charge

The St. Paul convention of the Farmer-
Labor Association closed March 28th after
two days of gerrymandering by the small
group of political adventurers who have in
devious ways attained power in the organ-
ization,

Following the course marked out sev-
eral years ago by men of the Starkey-Ship-
stead type, and with the example of the
shameful campaign in 1928 as a guide, the
organization was appropriated by the bank-
er-farmer-office-holder delegates and turn-
ed over to Floyd B. Olson who “accepted”
the endorsement for governor.

Out of the hundred and fifty odd dele-~
gates present, less than half represented
any organization. The overvghelming ma-
Jjority were especially picked by the machine
for the task of keeping out the platform
and program of the Left wing and trade
union ¢’ements, These were presented by
the Hennepin County (Minneapolis) dele-
gation, who, with a dozen notable excep-
tions, were members of organized labor,

The Hennepin county convention under
pressure of the Left wing had been forced
to adopt a series of proposals for the State
convention which embodied the idea that
all candidates of the F. L. P, put forward
the organizational and agitational program
of the labor movement in the campaign.
The rank and file were for this and deman-
ded that these proposals be embodied in the
platform, They were in dead earnest about
this and gyen succeeded in placing one of
their leaders on the platform committee,

Olson had notified the convention in a
brutally frank letter on the first day that
“...I shall assume that if I am endorsed
and elected to office as a candidate of the
F. L. P., I shall have ahsolute independence

the selection of men and women...”

Leti Wing Presents Program;
Denied Expression

Lommen, who is known in the Party as
“the Steel Trust Senator”, was in full
charge of the platform committee, Know-
ing that Olson was already nominated and
that the platform already prepared could
20t be changed, he quite naturally assumed
that the demand for “absolute indepen-
dence” was also already accepted. Iie did
exactly what he was told to do; brushed
aside the entire document presented by the
trade union workers; and buried a couple
of minor demands under a heap of words
and rubbish, He handled Walter ¥rank, the
Hennepin Co. trade union centrist, as an
oxperienced and determined politician
handles another with less -experience and
little determination, and brought out the
most reactionary platform that has even
been adopted by a F. L, gathering in Minne-
sota. What should have been the center
of a really stubborn fight in the convention
against the obvious manipulations of the
machine fizzled out completely for lack of
proper direction and leadership.

Under the chairmanship of the arch-
reactionary Roister, with the secretaryship
in the hands of the. equally reactionary
Starkey, the Communists and Left wingers
were denied any voice in the proceedings.
The Left wing workers were unable to have
their platform resolution even considered.
This resolution proposed a platform of po-
litieal demands coupled with trade union
demands for the closed shop, for a six hour
day and a five day week, ete,, angi also pro-
posed a complete re-draft of the program
ag well as a change In the structure of the
party in order to abolish individual mem-
bership and to base it upon the workers’
movement,

Left Wing To Continue Fight
Fighting Workers’ Movement

The slickers who came in by the in-
dividual membership route together with
the trade union bureaucrats, who controlled
this convention, trampled upon the workers
demandas and actually, in the person of
Starkey, openly insulted them, by crumpling
Me Left wing resolution hefore their faces,

For

In spite of the feeling in the ranks of the
workers against fusion with the Democrats,
the manipulators in control, by the action
of the:convention, and in accord with the
wishes of the majority of the endorsed can-
didates including those for the highest
posts, have made fusion almost certain.

In the coming campaign and in the
following. period the Minnesota workers
have the task before them to salvage the
movement, to keep their unions out of the
hands of the clique now in control of the
F. L. P.; and to shape a course toward a
Labor party, which must be naticnal ih
scope, bhased upon the unions and other
workers’ organizations and with a class~
struggle platform. The Communists in this
movement, must undertake to clarify and
educate the masses and to steer them to-
wards Communism.

(The comrades of the Communist League
of America (Opposition) in Minnesota have
prepared a detailed analysis of the Labor
Party situation in Minnesota. It will be
presented to the Minnesota workers in
either leaflet or pamphlet form.—Id.)

LABOR PARTY SENTIMENT
POLLED IN PHILLY

PHILADELPHIA—(FP)—By a vote of
10,575 to 7,425, readers of the Philadelphia
Unlon Labor Record, organ of the Central
Labor Union degided in favor of the A. F.
of L. . oa-partisan political policy as against
a straight labor ticket.

“Out of the maze of letters commenting
on the referenum,” states the Record, “most
of them came from Labor Party enthusiasts,
while others, evincing an opposite view-
point, felt that while there was a growing
tendency toward the Labor Party, and that
it would eventually come, the time was not
yet ripe.”

“What the vote did show however,”
sums up the Record, “is that the shadow of
a Labor Party is immediately before us, if
not this year, then in the not for disiant
future,

o

NEW YORK—Turee Brooklyn judges in
special secsions dispensed a lictle wholesale
“justice” by sentencing 26 members of the
Independent Shee Workers Union to 30 days
in jail for violating an injunction against
pleketing struck plants, and contemnt of
court, '

ECONOMIC REACTICN WORLD-VIDE

The depression affecting not only the
United States but the leading capitalist
Hations throughout the world, and that
brought on a huge unemployment crisis,
continues. Seasonal improvement has not
changed the basic condition. Uncertainty,
doubt and pesgimism e&nimate even the
more optimistic capitalist elements. No
proposals have been set forth by the rul-
ing interests that are likely to have any
really important consequence on the mass
unemployment situation,

The National City Bank, in its April
bulletin, summarizes the situation briefly
ag follows:

“It is now evident that the fallure of
business to make a more rapid recovery
since the first of this year is due to fact
that the situation fs not simply a domestic
one bhut that we are involved in a world-
wide reaction. (Our emphasis.) The fall
of prices of staple commodities has Teen
even more serious in other countries. This
i3 most clearly seen in the state of Bri-
tish industry and trade...”

“The world's Industries,” the bulletin
goes on to say, “have more than recovered
their pre-war capacity, but the markets are
overloaded with staple gods...Despite the
improvement in the past few weeks, the
aggregate -volume of manufacturing and
trade is still running considerably below
that of the same date in 1929....”

Bosses and Government Do Nothing
For Jobless

The United States government, Presi-
dent Hoover and state and local govern-
mental agencies know full well the acute-
ness of the situation. But not one step do
they take to appropriate sums of money to
compensaté the unemployed workers,
Every remedy is sought except the ones
that will really aid the jobless worker.
The willing lackey of the bosses, Wm,
Green, president of the American Feder-
ation of Labor, warns the Senate Com-
merce Committee that the alternative to
unemployment relief is revolution. This
labor faker fears the workers’ revolt that
will put him and his kind on to the scrap-
heap, and would like to stave off the in-
evitable historic event.

No responsible person or group holds
out hopes for substantial change in the
future.  The condition of mass unemploy-
ment is of long standing. Yet investigators,
Congress and other bodieg are atill “taking
the census of the unemployed” and “await-
ing more data”. Public works and con-
structfon are the byword of all, but they
remain on the blue-prints. None of these
capitalists or politicians whisper a word
about the development of large-scale ec-

onomic relations with the Soviet I[nion.
Why? This is one of {he genuine ways to
relieve unemployment in ihe United
States, Every worker must put this quess
tion.

Relieve Unemployment Through Broad
Yeonomic Relations with Seviet Union

Zset the United States government ex-
tend long time and large-scale cradits to
the 3oviet Union, which has always made
good on its obligations, and hundreds of
thousands of unemployed American work-
ers can be cmployed and at the same time
there is promoted thereby the develop-
ment” of the economy of the Workers' Re-
public in Russia, It 18 necessary to hreak
this united front of Hoover and the hos-
ges, Creen, Woll and the lahor fakers
against the Soviet Union and thus against the
immedicte and ultimate intevests of the
American working maosges

The workers, orgasized and wnovgan-
ized, have a common interest in a siruggle
against the capitalists and their tocls, To
make unemployment relicf mean anything,
the workers must fight for the shorter
workday, the 40 hour and five day week;
for the abolition of tie speed-up; for work
or compensation at the cost of the employ~
ers .nd the government, to be adwinister-
ed by the workers’' committees and organ-
izatious; for the extension of largo-scale
credits to the Sdviet Union by the U, 8.
government,

)]
20,000 Rush Ford's Plant for Work

DETROIT—Twenty thousand unemployed
men gathered at the gates of Henry Ford’s
River Rouge plant were brutally dispersed
by police who hurled tear gas bombs and
laid about them with clubs, Eyewitnesses
reported scores injured. Three of the job-
less were arrested,

Rumors spread throughout Detroit that
Ford would hire thousands of men At 6
p. m, crowds were in front of the Ford
gates, pushing to the front in a long weary
vigil which they hoped would reward them
with work the next morning. Monday morn-
ing they were told that the rumor was a
fake, Hungry and desperate, the shivering
thousands refused to leave the Rouge gates,

Hundreds of police reserves were rush-
ed to the plant when the crowd grew angry
at the deception. The jobless stormed the
steel fence protecting the plant, smashing
it underfoot and assafled the employment of-
fice, breaking windows and burling missiles,

Mounted police rode ruthlessly through
the ranks of the unemployed, beating with
their clubs and hurling gas bombs,

Toothless Foster Silent
at Party Plenum

Thursday, April 3rd marked the endingy
of the Plenum of the Commuuist Party. It
can be described as'the dullest, most inane
and valueless Party gathering evér held
in its entire history, At the opening of the
Plenum a cable (where have we heard of
this before?) arrived from Moscow, stating
that the thesis on the economic and politie
cal situation.in American was unsatisface
tory and had’to be revised. So discussion
on the political questions was postponed till
the end of the Plerum and the thesis could
be changed,

The Plenum proceeded to occupy itself
with lengthy and werdy gencral discuse
sions. The floor was occupied largely by °
Johnstone, Browdler and the Comintern repe
resantatives, The Plenum dclegates were
made up of fourth-raters, Nover was the
level so low,

wWm. Z. Foster did not so much as open
his mouth during the sessionz. e dzclared
that he had left bis teeth at the dentist!.
Mayhe it was just as well.

The only onposition:that showed itself
in any way at the Plenum ecame from Fred
Biedenkapp (ve geds and little fishes!) who
had certain ohjections to offer on the trade
union policy. Yet even this opposition, in a
gathering of mediocres, was not pernitted
to express himself before ilie enlarged sese
sion but only in closed executive sesrion
...The Plerum goes down as the low-water
mark in Party history and activities.

D

Rally Workers on May Day

( Coniinune? from page 1)
etc.,, for the unrestricted right of
press speech and assenblage; for the exe
tencion of large-scale credits o the Soviet
Urisn by the U. 8. government. These
and like demauds form a base for a united
struggle -and dewonstration of workoers of
all political and economic views on May -
[ay. .
For a United Froat

The policy of the official Coununnnist
Party in the United States, as led by ¥ose
ter, Minor, Ledach?, ¢f al unfortunalely
sees inAtay Day only a Communist demone
stration, Ghare persists the falte coucepa
tion that the ass of workers #n the
United States will vally on May Day under
tiie leadership of the Coemmunist Party,
This by no means reprefenis the uctual
development of the mass of American
workers at.ibe present time, The united
front still remains one of rie main jevers

by which the Communists will rally the
workers to its banner,
Our aim on May Day should be ta

draw every worker into a common moves
ment against capitalist rule and for spece
ific demands. For tie Communist Party to
refuse to enter imto or develop a united
front movement for May Day ig to limit
sharply the mobilization of the workers®
forces for that day. This course is wrong
narrow, sectarian and. has the vesult to
divide, not to unite, the masses in a come
mon fight against capitalism. May Day
draws near, but there is still tine for a
broader niovement. We call upon the
official Communist Party to act according-
1y. . The Communist League (Opposition)!
at tlese conferences will work for a May
Day mobilization on the above basis.

o
DETROIT—~Patternmakers of ihe Kete
tlewell Co, ha%e won a strike against wage
reductions,
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THE SITUATION AMONG THE COAL MINERS

By ARNE SWABECK

Open rebellion on a wider scale than
ever before is once more the answer to
the. rule of corruption and reactionary
policies which have long dominated the
United Mine Workers Union and reduced
it to a mere shadow of ity former strength,
Its main result to date, that of setting
important working class forces into mo-
tion, notwithstanding its as yet obscure
divection, may have far reaching signifi-
‘cance for the immediate future of the
American labor movement, Without re-
cognition of these facts, a correct esti-
mate of the events in connection with the
split producing two unions, both laying
claim to the title, United -Mine Workers of
America, cannot be reached.

The old umion now even more secure-
1y lodged in the grip of John L, Lewis,
with his arbitrary powers extended and
his past reactionary wrecking policies gi-
ven the seal of approval &y a delegation
largely representating locals and districts
long since defunct, at the Indianapolis
convention, is well known to the coal ‘in-
ers. As far as the rank and file mem-
bership is concerned, the past history has
left its marks. The cowardly retreat of
the Leéwis administration in the face of
the government injunction in the 1919 na-
tional strike and subsequent crushing of
insurrectionary strike movements; the
sell-out of the 1922 national strike, leaving
some 100,000 Pennsylvania miners who
had just joined the union in the lurch;
the betrayal of the Penmnsylvania and Obio
miners and the defeat of their strike in
1927-28° the breaking up and destruction
of “district after district with the suppres-
sion of all opposition, expulsions and gun-
man rule—these are but a few bhigh points
of Lewis’ regime, They are so commonly
known that it cannot be expected that the
coal miners should now hark back to
supyport the remnants of his union or even
have much sympathy left for it.

A most vital question therefore is
what the new union signifies and what its
prospects are. Its leadership, apparent at
the Springfield ccnvention, can be recog-
nized at a glance: A comhination of forces
composed of a section of the -0ld corrupt
and reactionary officialdom—the Fishwick-
Farrington machine; socialist party types
like .Germer and Amerifger; and progres-
sive, or one time progressive, elements,
typified by Howat, Erophy and IHapgood.

Serious Errors of Wrong Analysis

The official Communist party disposed
rather quickly of the significance of this
new union and the perspectives for it. It
was viewed merely as a matter of Pea-
body, the coal operator magnate, hiring
some more help and already asserting his
ownership of the union. That, of course,
is no analysis whatever, since it fails en-
tirely to recognize the workers set into
motion or take account of the objective
position of the new union. - Conclusions
for a policy based upon such an analysis,
can lead only to further fatal mistakes,
to neglect of opportunities for extension
of militancy, and to even further isolation
of the Left wing directel by the Party.
It is upon just such stoni” ies that the
Fislvwicks and Walkers thrive and are
able still to maintain a hold upon the
wminers.

A series of tactlcal mistakes have
been made by the Left wing under the
official Communist party direction, which
in sum and substance has asswined ‘the
or of a gystemr cf wrong pelicies
ever since the formation of the National
Minzrs Union, It culminated in ‘the lasgt
ill-fated Illinois strike, and to a great ex-
tent made it possible for Fishwick, Far-
rington and Walker to leave the sinking
ship of the Lewis administration and to

“edge in on the crest of the naturally ma-

turing rebellion, Moreover, the Left wing
became impotent and no positive factor
at all in these events,

“What Does the New Union Signify?
First of all, it should be remembered
that the new union came about as a re-
bellion against the worst features of the
corrupt regime of John L. Lewis and
threw into its foremost ranks, Howat, the
one who to the miners symbolizes their
traditional militancy, In that semse it

certonlr signifies a step in a

progressive direction. Secondly to re-
gard this first step as a finished product
would be sheer folly., This important sec-
tion of the working class set into motion,
breaking the bounds of the Lewis rule,
cannot be expected to be checked or cowed
by a Fishwick or other, like him, coal
operator agents, ‘Thirdly, there is the ob-
jective position of the new union, with a
basis of rebellion, to be considered. Com-
petition with Lewis {n delivering the
goods to the operators, after what has
happened to his union, does not lead ome
to believe that much rank and file sup-
rort could be .gained along that road. No;
to avoid stagnation and early death it will
be compelled at least to move in a forward
and & progressive direction. The rank
and file, who have proved their fighting
capacity in the past, will be certain to
press in that direction and there is no
better way at present to eliminate Pish-
wick and all his henchmen of the old ma-
chine, This forward course should be
aided and given definite meaning by the
Left wing.

Rather indicative of the trend of Jde-
velopments, aside from the factors al-
ready mentioned, is such an incident at
the Springfield convention as the driving
of Fishwick from the chairmanship at “he
firet session and the election of Howa:
for that post, and later on for the Presi-
dency of the union, This is solely De-
cause Howat symbolizes to the miners
their militant struggle against the oper-
ators. On the other hand, the fact that
the seating of Frank Farrington—an
openly acknowledged agent of the Pea-
body coal company, who had the crust to
tell the delegates that he accepted his
$25 000 a year position in order to “step
aside, secure a wage cut for the mem-
bership and thus save the union”;—the
fact that the acceptance of his credentials
could command such a big majority vote
clearly show the immense strength of the
reactionary  Fishwick-Farrington-Walker
combine within the union. But even that
relationship can be changed, and more
swiftly so, with a broadly organized Left
wing in this union giving the necessary
directlon for the struggle: Or—will any-
body perhaps malntain that Left wing
workers have no business within a union
which has in its ranks the majority of the
organized soft coal miners in the United
States and has union control over their
jobs?

Reactionaries Strengthem Hold—But
Workers Move On

At times, when workers are stirred
into action, one can always observe reac-
tionary forces, labor lieutenants of capit-
alism, becoming active. They endeavor
to follow the tide, try to get into a com-
manding position and assume, if neces-
sary, a progressive front, both to advance
their own personal interests and to serve
their masters at the epportune moment
by using their position to check the move-
ment, to lead it into harmless channels,
and to work for its complete annihilation.
At present the wrecking career of John
I.. Lewis has left him much discredited
in the eyes of the workers; but the Fish-
wick machine is there to continue Lewis’
role. That has been sufficiently estab-
lished by  its record in Illinois of wage
cuts and sell-outs, expulsions of militants
and the use of gunmen, police and militia
against struggling miners, History has
repeated itself, and this machine has been
able to maintain itself in a commanding
position within the present rebellious
movement. The militants cahnot compro-
mise a single one of their principles with
this outfit., Against it the ceaseless strug-
gle must continue,

Concerning the so-called progressives,
Brophy, Hapgood and the others who as
yet, in the eyes of many miners, symbolize
militancy against Lewis and the operators,
there can be no illusions whatsoever. They
are careerists who regard Communism as
weakened and compromised today; they do
not find it useful at present to cover them-
selves with sympathy for it, These Amer-

ican species of trade union centrists need
to be steadily exposed for their weaknessess
and vacillations. The miners must con-
tinually be on guard to thwart inevitable
betrayal and treachery from them. A pow-
erful Left wing in this new union will be
one of the ways to guide this movement
into militant  channels, and at the same
time to expose more effectively these so-
called progressives who will more and more
openly, as time passes, be the fig-leaf for
the Fishwicks, Lewises, efc.

At this very moment additional evi-
dence has been given to indicate that the
miners will continue in motion in a pro-
gressive direction. A number of Illinols
local unions have already made decisions
to reinstate all members expelled by the
Fishwick machine since 1928. These are
the expelled militants who were with the
“Save the Union” movement.

How Far Will the Rebellion Reverberate?

Unguestionably, this open rebellion and
split, which brought about this new miners
union, set a precedent dangerous to re-
actionary machine control in other trade
unions, It is certain to produce revarber-
ations within the A. F of L.;if nothing
elge,, then at least the problem of facing
a new “dual” union with a considerable
base emong the workers. Indicative of
this -already is the support thrown by
Green to John L. Lewis as against the
new union.

The impotence of the present A, F.
of L. officialdom, from ‘the top down
practically speaking, and failure to se-
cure even the slightest assistance for the
workers during this crisis, has been glar-
ing. Their absolute partnership with cap-
ftalism is now lald even more open and
bare., The assaults of the employers, who
take advantage of the crisis and perman-
ent and mass uynemployment, as well as

the prospect for coming, perhaps turbu-.

lent, . defensive struggles by the workers
may also seriously shake the apparently
secure position of this trade union bur-
eaucracy.

In regard to the present status of the
coal miners, one must not fail to take into
account the several serious defeats suf-
fered during the last few years, in which
official treason was no small factor. The
immediate effects of a serious economlic
crisis and the extensive displacement of
labor by machine and mechanical mining,
coming closely upon the heels of these
defeats, will not tend to produce the swift
development of offensive battles by the
workers, But on the other hand, these
very problems, embodying continuous as-
saults upon their mgager existence, be-
come bound up with active resistance—
with struggle. Under these conditions,
plus the quite soli@ phalanx presented by
the coal operators toward the workers’
aims, the most thorough preparations and
most complete organization possible be-
come questions of serious import. We
reserve this particular point for another
time. But certainly it must be admitted
that with three unions in the field, - this
problem {8, at best, yet more complex,
However, that fact merely serves to
emphasize the continyous process of de-
velopment and change in the social world.
In this case it represents a new “stage
in a long struggle to reconstitute the min-
ers’ organization on a national scale on a
militant basis.”

Left Wing TFacluz Sorisus Problems

The National Miners TUnion remains
the only union resting programmatically
on a class foundation; but, as has often
been emphasized, despite its objectively
favorable position and the courage and
determination displayed, the other {wo
unions retain the membership of thuse
miners who are at all organized and have
union control over their” jobs. Will the
Left wing and the Stalinized Party lead-
ership continue its ‘.olicy of trying to
withdraw the best elements from these
unons where they have job control, thus
éliminate these elements from thke indus-
try and isolate itself from these impor-
tant gections of organized workers; or
will it again take up the correct Leninist

-them?

position of maintaining the closest cone.,
tact and extending its influence among /
That is now the decisive question,

A return fo a correct policy can yet make-
the National Miners Union—that is, the ore
ganized Left wirg-—an imporiant tfacter:
both in developments in the unorganized
fields as well as within the organized sece
tions, But its methods and functions must
of necessity constently change in con-
formity with developing conditions.

The union still under control. of Johnm '
L, Lewis enfbraces important sections oL,
coal miners, Within it are, particutarly
in the light of the latest events, possthils
ities to spread the ferment and to. do
away with this corrupt regime,

The new union is officially commits
ted to the aim of the six kour day, the
five day week and unemployment insure
ance, These were adopted at the Springe
field convention, the presence of the ¥ishe
wick machine elite notwithstanding. These
two points, the shorter work day and soe
clal insurance, were the two specifie
points correctly emphasized in the Com=
intern address to the American Party
membership last year as practical de~
mands to be put ferward in the dafty
struggles -of the workers. Theiy adoptiem
by the new miners :union should serve to-
make it & more favorable starting point
for further development toward a greater
militant basis. But this will require sy~
stematic, correct Left wing activities anmd
devoted work,

In conclusion # is well to restate
the position of Lenin:

“Undoubtedly, the leaders of oppor=
tunism will have recourse to all ‘the
tricks of bourgeois diplomacy, will ap~
peal to the help of bourgeois govere
ments, to priests, police courts, in orde#
to- prevent. Communists from entering
the trade unions, by all and every means
to put them out, to make their work in-
side these organizations as unpleasant
as possible, to insult, hound and perse-
cute them, It is necessary to be abls to
withstand all this, to go the whole
length of #ny sacrifice, if need be, to
‘resort to strategy and adroitness, ille-
gal proceedings, reticence amnd subter-
fuge, to anything in order to pentrate
into the trade unions, to remain in them
and carry on Communist work inside
them at any cost.,” (“Left” Communism,
page 36.)

(o]
Machines Displace
More Miners

Displacement of coal miners by mae
chinery makes a new record in the stripping
operations on the Northern Pacific Rajlroad
properties at Coalstrip, Montana, The Sci-
entific American describes the new Bucy=
rus-Erie coal loading shovel that lifts out
more than eight tons at a time, dumps it
into gondola cars skirting the pit and re-
turns for a new load all in 45 seconds. Op-
erated by only two or three men it digs and
loads 5,000 tons in a 10-hour shift, With
the aid of a smaller loader a total of 20,000
tons are loaded in 24 hours, enough to fill
300 of the 70-ton cars recently purchased
by the company.

A dirt stripping macliine bites out 15
tons of earth at a chunk, depositing it a
city block away at a height of 10 storles if
necesgary all in one operation. The pick
and shovel moan is out of date here.
Miners unemployment grows.

d
SIXTEEN COAL MINERS DIE IN BLAST

KETTLI: RIVER, Ky.—Rescue works
ers striving t{o save 16 coal miners trapped
by a gas explosion in the mine here, haveg
found bodies of six, THe other 10 are be~
lieved dead from heat and gas which filled
the shaft after the blast had crippled the
venfilating system. One vietim was 17
years old and the others had wives and
children,

Over 20 rescue workers, who believd.
the remaining bodies may not he found for
several days are themselves in danger from
the fumes.

i
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The Five Year Plan and World Unemployment

( Continued from page 1)
poning the manifestations of a crisis, and
in this manner gain a new breathmg space
for the isolated Workers® State. The task of
the moment is a planned retrcat irom the
_position of adventurism.

However, in addition to this “minimal”
variation, it is necessary to prepare immed-
jately another, more extended variation, cal-
cu_lated not only on the internal but a!so on
the external resources, The perspective of
the proletarian revolution in Europe is by
no means less of a reality than the pers-
pective of a genuine collectiviation of the
‘Russian peasants. More correctly, the ae-
cond perspective becomes a reality only in
counection with the first. The official lead-
¢i3hip of the Communist International con-
ducts its policy as though we were on the
cve of the insurrection of the European pro-
leiariat. - At the same time, the economic
pian for. ten-fifteen years is constructed
vith the aim of “out-distancing” the whole
ém)ltali'at world by means of an ‘isolated
Workers’ State. 'This incompatibility, flow-
ing {rom the reactionary, utopian theory of
socialism in one country, runs through the
prog am of the Comintern and all its pol-
icies. Nobody knows the dates, but it can
b2 said with certainty: the conquest of pow-
¢» b, the European proletariat is undoubt-
edly closer to this date than is the liquida-
ion of the classes in the Soviet Unon.

-Ls elaboration of a minimal plan with

.0 aim of mmgatmg the approaching crisis

43t necessarily proceed from the fact of

2 pretent isolated position of Soviet econ-

¢, Dut simultaneously it is necessary to

.tc a variation based on tlie mutual in-

woriinking of Soviet and world economy.

Iy general plan elaborated. for ten, fifteen

«ore years can under no condition be
ed any other way.

Ghviously, systematic and dll-embraec-
jt's economic cooperation of an internation-
= guaracter will become possible only after
to1 connuest of power by the proletariat
o {io advanceld capitalist countries. How-
pvor, tue timie of this overthrow cannot be
¢xveozen, That is why preparations must be
in time, politically as well as econom-

e

2ons

b
cen

Nl Uncmp cyment and the
“Soviet Union

’ "'c’mlly, there is every reason to count
! + tile conditlons of the present
commicrsial and industrial ¢évisis, particu-
laity, i case of its further aggr avation, the
X ;cwcrnmcnt by a cotrect peiicy, can
“in a7 incomparably larger access to the
ceniecs of the world market. Unemploy-
iz a factor of huge importance which
n*ahc its impress upon the policy of the
ne:t'fut.uo Under the blows of unemploy-
ment tlic powerful cdifice’ of ‘the conserva-
tive trade unions and the social democracy
can suffer deep-going cleavages before the
irifinitcly more powerful edifice of the capit-
alis; state begins to crack. - But this will
no; hanpen of itsélf. The -correct direction
of the working class struggle acquires an
excaptional sigiicance in the conditions of
% social crisis. The general strategic line
p{ Communism must obviously, more than
ever before, be directed towards the revo-
lutionary conquest of pdwer.‘ Batt this revo-
Jutionary policy must be nourished by the
concrete conditions and tasks of-the transi-
tion period. Unemployment occupies an
ever more central place. among them. One
of the most important slogans of the tran-

giilon period can and must become the de-’

mand for economic cooperation with the
‘Soviet Union. But the agitation under this
slogan must in turn have a thorougly con~
srete character, armed with facts and fig-
p os. It must base itself on a general ec-
enomic plan which takes into account the
, ever-increasing interlinking of Soviet with
world economy. This signifies that the
general plan must bé built upon a genuine
Marxist foundation and not upon the theory
of . isolated socialist society.

In the prBsent European and world un-
employment, conjunctural events are bound
up with the organic processes of capitalist
decay. We have more than once repeated
that conjunctural cycles are inherent in
panitalist societv at every stage of its de-

velcpment, But at different stages these
cycles have a different character., Just
as in a person’s declining years a flow
of strength is always uncertain and brief
and every illness, on the contrary, affzcts
the whole organism, so the conjunctiral
cycles of imperialist capitalism, especially
in Rurope, show a tendency towards the
diseased swelling of crisis by comparative-
ly short rises, The question of unemploy-
ment, in these conditions, can bhecome the
central question for the majority of the cap-
italist countries. It is here that the knot
is tied between the interests of the Soviet
Union and the interests of the world pro-
letariat.

The task by itself is clear and indisput-
able. It is only necessary to .approach it
correctly, But that is precisely where the
difficulty lies. At the present time, the in-
ternational education of the world proletar-

jian vanguard is based on two ideas: “The

Soviet Union will build socialism without
you” and “The Snviet Union is the father-
land ofall the toilers”, The first idea is
falseé, the second abstract., Moreover, the
one belieg the other. This explains the as-
tonishing fact that the struggle against un-
employment is now directed by the pocket
calendar of Kuusinen and Manuilsky
(“March 6th”, etc.), and passes over the ec-
onomic problems of the Soviet Union, "Yet
the connection between the one task and the
other is quite obvious,

Ways to Aid Unemployed and the
Soviet Union

Conmiplete collectivization on the basis
of the peasants’ holdings is an adventure
pregnant with a crisis in agricultural pro-
production and with dangerous political
consequences, But if the possibility arises
to fructify the collective farms in time by
an influx of advanced technique, then col-
lectivized agriculture could pass far more
easily through -the period of infantile ill-
ness and be able, almost in the next few
years, to realize a greatly improved harvest,
with sich stocks for export as would radi-
cally change the picture of the. grain mar-
ket of Europe and later on put the con-
simption of the working masses on a new
foundaijon. The menacing disproportion be-
teween the swing of collectivization and the
state of technique flows directly from the
economic isolation of the Soviet Unlon, -If
the Soviet government could even use only
the capitalist credits “pormal” in' inter-
State relations, the tempo of industrializa-
tion, as the framework of collectivization,
could even now be considerably enlarged.

By ‘all these circumstances, the Com-
munist Parties of the West are placed be-
fore the task: of tying up, in their agitation,
the question of unemployment with the
most essential factors in world develop-
ment, and, in the first place, with the ec-
onomic deveolopmient of the Soviet Union
And what is needed for this?

~ First, to stop fooling the workers of the
West with regard to the genuine situation
in the Soviet Unlon. Together with' the
indisputable ‘and immense successes aris-
ing out of nationalization, to show them
honestly at the same time the internal con-
tradictions arising out of the isolation of
the Soviet Union and mistakes of leader-
ship, and thriatening it with political
dangers,

Second, to explain to them that these
dangers could be considerably diminished,
and later overcome, by the establishment of
a broad and coordinated interchange be-
tween the Soviet Union on the one side and
Germany and England, for example, on the
other.

Third, to demonstrate that many tens,
and later on hundreds, of thousands ‘of
workers would be able to find work in the
annual, planned orders for machinery and
agricultural implements of the Soviet
Union.

Fourth, to explain that through these
conditions the Soviet Union would receive
the possibility to export a far greater quan-
tity—leaving aside wood and other raw ma-
terials—of grain, butter, meat and other
products .of consumption of the broadest
masses.

The importation of machinery and the

exportation of raw material and food pro-
ducts could, by an adequate agreement, be
set into direct dependence upon each other,
on the basis of a large plan equally acces-
sible to the understanding and the check-
ing of the Soviet as well as the foreign
workers.

The successes hitherto achieved in So-
viet Industry assure a necessary basis for
this entrance into the international arena.
It is not a question of naked agitation, but
of serious, well thought out economic pro-
posals, motivated by all existing expericnce
and clearly formulated in the language of
technique, economics and statistics. In this
connection the Soviet government must cer-
tainly ‘proclaim its full readiness to faeili-
tate an all-sided examination of the accom-
plishments of the economic agreement for
‘interested labor organizations (trade
unjons, shop stewards’ commitiees, etc.).

Unemployment and the United Front

If we approach the question politically
and in the first place from the point of
view of the relations towards the social
democracy and Amsterdam, the task can be
formulated as-an application of the policy
of the united front on a scale such as it has
not been and could not be praeticed up to
now.

But is it possible to hope that Mae-
Donald, Hermann Mueller, the trade union-
ists of Amsterdam and the American Feder-
ation of Labor would consent to Buch a
combination? then is it mot utopian? is it
not conciliationism? etc. Such an objec-
tion will undoubtedy be made by*those who
yesterday hoped that the British trade
unionists would declare war against im-
perialism for the defense of the Sovlet
Union (Stalin and Company). We did not
nourish these pitiful illusions at that time
and we do not nourish them now. But it
must be considered that economic agree-
ments of a social democratic government
with the Soviets for the diminution of un-
employment in its-own country is neverthe-
less far more probable than the war of the
reformists against imperialism. When the
crisis develops further, the reformist gov-
ernments, which base themselves upon mil-
lions of organized workers, can be driven
into such a vice that they are compelled—
tq one extent or another—to yield to econ-
omic cooperation with the Soviet Union.

‘We have no desire or need to guess
sthe extent to which it would be realized in
actuality. Should the socisl democracy be
averse even to the discussion—in the first
period that is most likely to be the case—
then the plan will at the very outset imbue
the .masses of the workers to struggle
against the social democracy. In any case,
the reformists in power will find it more
diffficult to defend themselves from an agi-
tation based on a concrete plan of econom-
ically advantageous cooperation with the
Soviet Unlon' than from the shriil yelpings
-on the subject of “social fascism”*

It is evident that this plan of campaign
in no way assumes the softening of our po-
litical relations towards the social democ-
racy. On the contrary, by correct direction
the campalign outlined above can seriously
shake the positions of the international so-
cial ‘democracy ‘which for the last few years
received immeasurable support through the
policles of Stalin-Molotov.

Socialist Construction and the
International Revolution

The necessity of posing the task of
socialist construction in an international
sense rises out of the internal needs of the
ecohomic development. of the Soviet Union
and at the same time represents the most
persuasive and irrefutable propaganda in
favor o. international revolution. But in

* The paper of the Italian Left Com-
munists, Prometeo, says quite appropriately
that if it is very difficult for the social demo-
crats to refute the accusations that they are
agents of the bourgeoisie, it is, on the con-
trary, very easy for them to refute the af-
firmation that they are Fascists, In label-
ling the social democrats social fascists,
the Comintern renders them a signal
service.

order to enter upon this road it is necese
gary to learn over again, Instead of a sop=
orific optimism, the revolutionary tocsin
must be sounded. It is impermissable to
be content with the ritualistic conjuring
against military intervention. It is necese
sary to put the economic problem squarely,
The Communist agitator must say openly
and honestly to the masses of the Wes!:

“Don’t believe that socialism will be
built up in Moscow without you. They
have acomplished quite a bit, but they can-
not accomplish everything. The many
things they have already accomplished are
only a small part of what is still to be donew.
In order.to help them, such measures must
now be taken as will at the same time help
you workers against unemployment and the
high cost of living, The Soviet-government
has an economic plan for cooperation with
toreign .industry.** Everybody can famil-
iarize himself with it, - To be sure, you are
not obliged to put blind faith in me or in
the Soviet government. Demand the exam-
ination of the Soviet proposals by our trade
unions, our party, or by our social demo-
cratic government ( Germany, England),
This government must be compelled finally
to .take the road of economic agreement
with the Soviet Union because that is the
more effective and advantagous road of
struggle against unemployment.”

But is there any hope that with their
present leadership the Communist Parties
are capable of a serious revolutionary mobe-
ilization of the masses? We will not de-
cide this question beforehand. The policy
which we defend has such profound roots
in the objective situation and in the his-
torial interests of the proletariat that it
will finally make its way through all the
obstacles, It is entirely a question of time.
But that is a very important question. The
duty of the Left Communist Opposition is,
thercfore, to use all its strength to shorten
the period.

Prinkipo, March 14, 1930

** We proceed from the assumption that
such a plan must be created.

STEEL SLAVES NEED UNION

PITTSBURG, Pg.—W. E. Chalmers, of
the University of Pittsburg who spent
months in a survey of labor conditions in
steel trust towns, among other things says:

“Contrasted with a highly efficient labor
8py system maintained by steel corporations
to ferret out discontented workmen, is the
absence of any union in the field te lead in
the fight against sharp wage cuts, unem-
ployment and long hours

_ “The sweep of technicology through the
steel plants,” has been unparalleled in any
other industry. In a 3-year period from 8
to 23% of the working fofce has been elime
inated in varjous departments of typical
mills. The Edgar Thompson works at Brad-
dock a Pittsburg suburb, have cut the
number of workers from 7,000 to. 5,000 in
four years while maintaining production.

“On the other hand the big steel corpor-
ations have never been 80 prosperous,
Although the fourth quarter of 1929 was
one of industrial depression, U. 8. Steel
reported the highest profits of any quarter
in its history. Record profits have been
matched by record unemployment, sharp
wage reductions’ and the maintenance of
long hours.

“In continuous process departments of
the bigger mills, the 8-hour day is in effect,
In other departments, and in some of the
smaller mills, the 10-hour day is customary,
but 12-hour shifts and the -7-day week are
by no means uncommon. Four thousand
men are on the 7-day week in the Pitts-
burgh area alone. Every third week U. 8.
Steel Corp, workers must work 16- hours
straight in 24 hours,”

Lfforts to organize these mills, despite
discontent, will not be easy, said Chalmers,
The steel trust and other companies, follow-
ing. the 1919 revolt, organized an elaborate
spy service. Company towns are under the
iron rule of company henchmen; free speech
and assembly are unknown; eviction can
follow agitation; and boarding house keep-
ers are often company agents
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Our Statement to the
XVI Party Congress

January, 1930
Moscow

With regard to our tasks and immedi-
ate tactics our opinion is the following: it
is - especially important that Rakovsky,
‘Mouralov, Kossior and the other comrades
‘prepare a stateinent {or the Sixteenth Party
Congress, in the name of the entire Oppo-
sition. 'This declaration must be addressed
to the masses over the heads of the leaders,
The sense of this declaration must be: to
explain the preceding statement and to re-
ply to the apparatus bureaucrats; to dissi-
pate any possible illusions concerning Cen-
trism; to denounce ‘once again the nature
of Centrism—in particular that which con-
cerns the problem of the workers, the Party
regime, and the problems of the Communist
International.

Centriesm has not changed in the slight-
est, it remains. true to its nature, but veils
itself under a Darrage of “Left” phraseology

With respect to that which concerns the
Tnternational problems: we still live in a
period of reaction, which draws to a close,
Our. tasks are: to recapture the lost posi-
tions; to systematically organize and pre-
para the proletariat for the coming battles;
to show up the inexpericnce and stupidity
of the high-powered politicians, who dis-
cover a revolutionary situation today in or-
der that on the morrow, having burned their
fingers thereon, they can turn their backs
when it actually exists; to point out the
causes for the fiasco of ‘all the red demon-
strations; to sum up all of the “bolsheyiz-
ation” of the Communist International, and
especially to combat . the :anti-internation-
alism, the pernicious theory of socialism in
one country—which debases the world wide
signifiance of the October revolution and
gives birth within our ranks to economic
adventurism; to once again put forward
the slogan of the Soviet United States of
Europe.

What To Tell the Party
) In our statement the complete truth
must be told to the Party and to the work-
ing-class, They must be forewarned of the
threatening crisis which, today, is closer
than ever, .An infinitesimal minority tends
towards making concessions to Centrism
at the time of the Sixteenth Congress. Their
path is not ours, Without a thrust from the
base we shall not influence Centrism. This
“thrust” must be prepared—therein lies the
problem. '

One of the most serious of moments ap-
pears to be.in the country—with respect to
the malodorous situation in the collectives.
This is explained to a large extent by the
possibility of avoiding difficulties, of utili-
sing credits and machines, Unions of poor
peasants must be organized more than ever
before. Only these unions, under a proper
leadership, can give a clear cut class char-
acter to the collectives and orientate the
movemefit upon our path.

The apparatus, acting only through ad-
ministrative means and by thrashing about
in the press, ean make the collectives the
opposite of what they should be., They can
become the organizatory centers for all _the
enemy elements in the country. TUnques-
tionably, the Kulak movement is growing.
A serious warning is given by an incident
which occurred in the Ivanovo-Vosnessenk
district, where a crowd of peasants, under
the direct influence of the I\uldks arose to
beat up the Communists.

The Centrists Adventures

1t is udrgent and important that the
causes for the enormous destruction of cat-
tle be analyzed, Despite a certain halt in
the grain crisis and an amelioration in the
rationing of meat, the real salary of the
worker shows no signg of any increase.
Particular attentions must be given to the
spirit of the proletariat. The Mensheviks
already profit by their discontent...

By not letting up their blows against
the Leninist Opposition, Centrism has fa-
vored the possibility for all anti-Soviet el-
ements to raise their heads. The attention
of the entire Opposition must be drawn to
this side of the question—the resistance to
counter-revolution. A pitiless struggle must
be waged against these elements, the Social
Democrats up to the Right wingers in the
Party!

..The entire Centrist politics, with its
present “Left” aspect, is'more and more be-
coming transformed into a bureaucratic
adventure. The counter-revolutionaries are
rapidly mobilizing their forces, and the pol-
itics of Centrism. furnish them with forces.
That is why the truth must be put brutally
and the problem posed in this manner so
that every comrade understands: the Party
course must be changed or reaction will
triumph....

—A WORKER

()
The Communist Workers
And the Opposition

At almost the same time that the Sta-
linist Political Bureau publised an insid-
ious ‘‘piece of news” in certain Leningrad
newspapers about the supposed sabotage
of a Trotskyist, the Pravda published a
letter from a correspondent which is entit-
led “The Swan Song of a Trotskyist Groap”.
The author of this letter, after scme gener-
alities concerning the ‘struggle of the Party
on two fromts, goes on to the following
items:

“Thus, for example, a few wecks ago,
at he Party purging of the nucleus in a
repair shop at Belgosstroi (Minsk), a group
of Trotskyists was uncovered who claimed
themselves to be 100% for the Party. line,
and who were carrying on a. desperate
strugglie against the Party, The group had
published and distributed counter-revolu-
tionary tracts, collected funds for an “anti-
Party campaign fund”, demoralized the less
firm Communist and non-Party factory
workers, This group was composed,
amongst others, of party members and
avowed Trotskyists who had been expelled
from the Party. An agreement of mutual
gupport had been concluded between the
‘Communists’ and the Trotskyists. Thus
the ‘Communists’ of the factory nucleus
had attempted to introduce some non-Party
elements of their group into. the Party. In
their turn, the latter did not permit attacks
upon the pseudo-Communists. At the last
purging, for example, a certain Trotskyist,
Reinzelberg, foaming at the mouth, bad de-
tended a member of the secret Trotskyist
Party, Buslovitch.”

Then the correspondent includes the
discovery of the group and the statement
wherein the leaders admit their errors, of a
type well known in the statements which
are lent to or extorted from the Oppo-
sitionists,

The Opposition and the Rank and ¥ile

This text permits of a certain number of
lessons, But first, it must be pruned of its
“third period” literatyre which is more cop-
jous than nourishing. It must be.pruned
also of insults and absurdities (the cam-
paign fund against the Party, etc.). What
remains is that in the large working center
of Minsk, among the railroad workers,
among the rank and file. Communists, there
was formed an organized group, unknown
to the apparatus functionaries, which strug-
gled for the program of the Opposition.
The Communists of the nucleus had formed
a united front with their expelled comrades
and coordinated their struggle against Cen-
trism. Thus, spontaneously, a secret frac-
tion was formed which brought together in
Communist work, the rank and file Commu-
nist workers and the expelled —and this
among a group of rallroad workers in a
large industrial center. ‘The life of this

small group shows clearly the agreement
of the rank and file workers with the Op-
positionists, which the official press wears
its lungs out in attempting to pass off as

counter-revolution. 1t furthermore shows
by a concrete example what work in com-
mon brings together the Oppositionists
and the revolutionary rank and file
workers., The example of Pravda’s indig-
nant correspondent illustrates the ‘“‘united
front” towards which the Left Opposition
in Russia tends and which newspaper writ-
ers qualify ‘as retreat or capitulation.

A. Nikitine can express his indignation.
Such ‘‘swan songs” cannot sound too agree-

IN

Gandhi Enters the
Field of «Struggle »

Last week we made clear the fundamental
facts concerning the problems of the Indian
revolution, We pointed out the impasse in
which the nationalist chiefs found them-
selves, and in particular Gandhi, caught be-
tween the thrust of the masses on the one
hand, and the pressure of the British on
the bourgeoisie and petty bourgeois classes
on the other,

On March 2nd, Gandhi, who has begun
the campaign of “civil disobedience”, fore-
seen by the Congress of Lahore, sent “an
ultimatum” to Lord Irwin, the viceroy of
India, which serves to illustrate this situ-
ation, In the matter of the ultimatum, it is
an appeal to the kindness of the viceroy, an
anguished petition full of {rreconcilable
contradictions. “I hold the Pritish laws,”
writes Gandhi, “as applied to my country,
to be ap inquity and a curse, But I feel
no hatred for the British, nor the least wish
to harm thelr legitiniate rights in this
country.” But all this in no way approaches
the duplicity of what follows., “The Na-
tlonal Congress has declared itself for in.
dependence, 'The Dominion status would
assure it to us. You, yourself told us so,
but since your declaration I have become
informed that the politicians of Great Bri-

_tain had no intention of conceding it to us.”

Gandhl onm His Kneex Before the
Lord Vicerey

In the sentence which we underlined,
Gandhi unites the claim for independence
and that of Dominion status. He writes
that Dominion status would assure indepen-
dence, would lead to independence, And
yet Gandhi cannot be ignorant of the fact
that ‘these are two quite contradictory
things. Dominion status is a form of gov-
ernment in. the group comprising the Bri-
tish Empire, accomplished to the benefit of
the native bourgeoisie; it is the demand of
the industrial and commercial sections of
India; and it is also a promise that the La-
bor Party has made, but is, however, un-
able to keep. But Independence, that is to
open the door to the proletarian revolution,

Gandhi fears this second eventuality.
He writes to the viceroy -that his intransi-
geance ‘“explains the progress which the
party of violence has made among us, and
explains the increasing seriousness of the
situation.” In other words, Gandhi fears
the weight of the revolutionary masses, and
he also tries to make use of them as a
scare-crow against the viceroy.. But the
end of his petition is more pitiful. He
writes, “It is evidently in your power to
prevent me from acting by locking me up,
But, myself gone, I have the conviction that
there will be hundreds of faithful com-
panions to continue the struggle. While
there is yet time, I beg of you, on my
knees, to prevent the irreparable.”
The Workers Will March Beyond Gandhl

Lord Irwim, vicepoy of India by the
grace of MacDonald, was satisfied with an
indirect reply., His secretary answers to
the Mahatma: “The viceroy has learned
with the deepest regret that you contem-
plated a form of action which, manifestly,
allows of a violation of the law and a dan-
ger to the public peace.” Sick at heart,

able to the, ear of the apparatus bureaus
crats, And when the correspondent Nike
itine in the end of his note states “that it
is becoming incomprehensible that the Trot«
skyist group could have existed and could
have carried on its disorganizing 'activllx
without the local organizations knowing
anything about it”, he only confirms the ne=
ture of the regrouping which,. in workers*
centers, calls the most informed of the mil«
itant® workers to unite with the Opposition
tor Communist work,

This pretended swan-song brings us the
proof that the revolutionary thought of the
Russian Opposition is very much alive.,

INDIA

Gandhi is forced to renew the struggle fop
non-cooperation, and to preach the boycot«
ting of British goods .and the refusal tq
pay taxes, What can be clearer to Lord
Irwin? It is a violatlon of the law, it is
a danger to the public peace. Take. care!

How far will Gandhi go in his came
paign? The immediate future will tell,
But when Gandhi stops, the revolutionary
masses will not. It is in the. perspective ot
‘this continued development of the activity
of the worker and peasant proletariat, that
the responsibilities of the Communist Ine
ternational enter....At the moment, there
Is no Communist Party in India. There are
only agitators who fight in the Left wing of
the nationalist.movement, in the bureaucrae
tic manner of Molotov, by attacking ‘Le age
semblies where Gandhi and the other nation-
alist leaders take the floor, instead of care
rying on propaganda and class struggle
activity within the masses by means of &
class party. Only the formation of this
party can make the perpectives favorable
for the proletariat.

L))

The Durban «Raid» in
South Africa

Asg an example of the confidence with whiel
policies are folsted on the Comintern sec-
tions and afterward justified, you will be
interested to learn that a police raid re-
cently carried out in Durban ageinst de-
faulting native tax-payers, who, however,
offered no resistance, was hailed in the In-
precorr recently as a triumph for the Com-
intern's mew . South African slogan. The
raid was falsely referred to as a ‘“native
revolt” due directly to the application of
the new policy which had increased the
influence of the C. P. What are the facts?

1. There was no revolt. The pouco
raided the native locations fn Durbaa, withe
out prior warning, to compel defaulters
to pay their taxes, There was no aitempt
at resistance to the police, who were armed,
the taxes were paid, and those who were
upable to pay were put in jail.

2, The Communist Party has no infue
ence i{n Durban, it cannot muster bhaif-a-
dozen members to form a branch. And
g0 the new policy has been proved correct-
by a revolt which never happened, pro-
duced by an influence of the C. P. whiek
is non-existent. These statements incline
South African Communists—both in the
Party and out—to laugh. But they are
apparently swallowed whole in olher
countries, where faithful worshippers at
the shrine of Stalin acclaim the correetness
of his line, When will the Comintern cease
to mislead? In fact,its line in South Africa
is proving as true as did its line in China.

C. Frank Glass
So. Africa

P
JAPANESE RADICAL HELD ¥OR
DEPORTATION

SAN FRANCISCO—Sadaichi Kenmotsu,
Japanese Communist being held at San
Francisco for deportation, was granted a
stay of hearing oh a habeas corpus motion.
He is out on $3,000 bond. XKenmotsu was
arrested during the unemployment demons
strations in March.

Johannesburg,
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Ca ¥ta, organ of the P, O, P. (Workers
wnd Peasants Party) of Framce, the newly-
formed party of the French Right wing,
writes on March 1: “Analyzing our mani-
festo, our friends from Germany (the
Brandler group), after some criticisms of
details, conclude that outside of Alsace we
are ‘the group closest to their position and
the one possessing the greatest influence’,
‘We are proud of this new approbation, sent
to us by old militants. It is the commence-
ment of our international contact.”

Revolutionary Age, organ of the Amer-
fean Right wing, following the tip, changes
the last line in its chorus of previously
ynstinted praise for the good French com-
rades, by submitting them to a timid ‘“crit-
icism of details”,® In its issue of March 1,
it writes: “The Six (that is, the movement
led . by the six expelled municipal council-
lors)y have taken the road of a new Party.
Dn December 28, the conference called by
‘the ‘Six’ decided upon the formation of a
‘Workers and Farmers Party’...The appar-
ent purpose of this move was to create an
‘election Party’, a parliamentary apparatus
€or the expelled. This step—which is dai-
rectly contrary to the line (?) and experi-
ences of the international Opposition move-
ment——has set back the development of the
French Opposition a great deal”

Thus . the brave internationalism of the
.Right wing. The suspicious tardiness of the
“criticism”—the P. 0, P. was organized nine
weks ago and an anlysis of it published
a short while afterwards in the Militant—
we will leave to more qualified parties to
explain., Put we must establish, if only on
the interests of striet accuracy. that Love-
‘stone is- wrong and Sellier the leading spirit
»f: the new draft of French Mensheviks, is
right; at least so far-as thé- disputéd point
ts concerned. And' as between the stated
view' of Lovestone that Selller and Co.
should have constituted themselves only as
« fraction for the “conquest of the Com-
munist Party”, and the action of Sellier
himselt in forming a mew party, the more
matural and proper path is the Frenchman’s,

Internationalism Is Forgotten

Indeed, what have - Sellier and bis
friends in common with revolutionary
Marxism that they should form a faction to
win even the shivering shadow of the once
sawerful Communist Party of France? No-
thing, so far as we can perceive. The
™. 0. P. 18 a purely parliamentary apparatus
to safeguard the municipal, and in general,
the electoral bottoms of its leaders. In the
trade union fleld (C. G. T. U.), it has allied
{tsel? with the syndicalist<reformist ele-
ments who are for the “independence of
the trade unions”’—that is, for their de-
pendence upon the .reformists and their
masters. Its leaders’ activities in the mun-
fcipal councils are largely indistinguish-
able from those of a “Left” social democrat
of, let us say, the more “solid” Austrian
achool, They do not even bother, as Love-
stune and Brandler do out of politeness to
the confused Communist workers still in
their ranks, to call themselves a Commu-
nist movement; on the contrary, apparently
taking Stalin’s slogan as good revolutionary
eoin, they have labelled themselves a
wworkers and peasants” party .In their
manifesto, which was posted upon the bill-
beards and walls of Paris as I passed
through that city two weeks ago, they ad-
dressed themselves to the good and honest
French citizenry, and out of sheer over-
sight we presume...did noét as much as
mention the Bolshevik revoluticn or the So-
viet republic. ‘They did appeal, however,
for a rall; to the P.O.P. on tke basis of the
good old revolutionary French traditions of
1789,

After all, one can read the material of
Brandler and Lovestone and find some
vague mutterings about the Russian revo-
lution and internationalism, like the inco-
herent babblings of a man waking out of a
eleep and talking about something that hap-
pened long, long ago. Bui Messrs, Selljer
end Co. are “sobered up”, they are quite
through with what they consider yester-
day’'s bubblings of revolutionary beverages
wartificially imported” from Moscow. What
have they to do with Internationals. and
with a revolution in far-off Russia (or any
other country, it might be added)? Let
Stalin butld up his soclalism in Russia:
that's his affair. And let Brandler build
s “Communist” Opvosition in Geramany,

Sellier is Right- -Lovestone Wrong

if he wants to. As for ourselves, say Sel-
lier, Gelis, Chasseigne, Dunois and Co., let
us build our modest little election machine
in France. Everyone to his own taste!
Live and let live! These are the fearless
slogans emblazoned on the standards of the
Right wing “International”, ‘
Travelling Toward Menshevism
At the conference to constitute the
P. 0. P, by the way, there was also on hand
Maurice Paz, erstwhile Oppositionist of the
Left, He too made his essential criticism
of the Selliers the fact that they were form-
ing a “second party”. Paz hasg found bad
company. Like him, Lovestone is little con-
cerned with all these petty, bothersome
questions of Communist principles., What
is important is the question: Second party

or party faction. And alas, it i3 orecisely
{n this last question that Sellier is correct
and J.ovestona wrong.

It is necessary, again in the interests of
strict accuracy, to conclude with one more
aspect of the issue, Sellier would be wrong
and Lovestone -ight if it were a matter of
ndt organizing a new party but instead of
that, a faction—in the socialist party, a fac-
tion allied—from the Left side, if you wish
—with M. Zyromski and his friends, Irdeed
it is not so long ago that Lovestone, as sec-
retary of the American Party, proposed to
its Political Bureau that Party members be
sent into the Socialist Party to build a “Left
wing” there. Is there any reason to doubt
that now, trayelling with express speed
away frecm Communism, Lovestone and Sel-
ller will not soor realize the step that
Lovestone advocated in an unguarded mo-
ment? In our opinion there is none.—M.S.

Naval Parley Bound for «<Davy Jones' Locker»

Officially the London Naval conference
still exists, The issues of naval tonnage,
and limitation of armament construction,
minced with all the verblage that preceded
the conference, remain, today after almost
three months of negotiations. Not the slight-
est progress has been made between the
imperialist robbers.

During the course of the conference
every conceivable method was employed
by the Powers to bludgeon each other into
agreement. From the beginning it was
clear that thé cenference meant to establish
the “agreement” of the hegemony of the
Britishk and United States fleets over the
seas., The conference was an attempt to
get “ofticial” sanction from Japan, France
and Italy.

The assumption of the United States to
leadership in world economy and the de-
position of England from her former role
gave the political basis to the conference,
To do away with the old watchword—
“Brittania Rules the Seas”— became the
object of America. In this she was success-
ful, insofar as it dictated to Britain the ratio
of naval strength giving her (United States)
a free hand to roam the seas, and maintain
a naval fleet second to none. What became
necessary following this agreement between
the two leading world powers, was to estab-
lish a form of restraint on the other powers,
to establish the relative strength of Japan,
France and Italy in relation-to themselves.

Conference Cannot Solre Its Problems

The demand of the Japanese for a naval
strength of 70 percent of the United States
and England became the first obstacle. The
proposal for a reduction of this ratio met
the stubborn resistance of the Japanese
delegation, The French position calling
for a tonnage of 725,000 tons, a great part
to be built by 1936, remains, despile all
attempts to force France into reducing this
figure. Italy stands on her original pro-
posal of parity with France. To allow
France such a high tonnage, and a flaet tha,
would in six years be the. most modern
afloat; and to allow Italy parity with
France would present a direct threat to
the British interests in the Mediterranean,
and generally be a threat to both England
and the United States,

With the growth of the intensity of
contradictions between the capitalist pow-
ers, the possibility of their “agreements”
become more and more slim. The pre-
diction of the Communists that the confer-
ence would inevitably run into a blind alley
has been sustained throughout the course of
the deliberations, There is no solution to
war under capitalism, All the problems
facing imperalists prior to the organization
of the conference that was to “solve” them,
stand as before.

Recognizing that the probability of a
five-power treaty was doubtful, attempts
were made for a tripartite treaty between
England, the United States, and Japan. With
the hops that this would be successful,
America and Britain threatened the con-
ference that unless France and Italy would
agree to the proposals for reduction of their
fleets, they would proceed with a three-
power agreement.

Japan threw the wrench into this wheel,
by rejecting the proposals of the United
States and Great Britain, that Japan accept
a reduction below the Japanese figure of a
70 percent ration of the English and Amer-

ican fleets. Italy has declared in the last
week, that unless the conference wonld
immediately agrec to parity between her
and France, it would be necessary for her
to leave the conference.

Attempts at Security Paets Fail

And additional attempts to revert to
security pacts as a solution to the French
problem at the conference met with failure.
‘The powers evidently feel that the time is
not yet ripe to enter into agreements of a
political nature; at this stage of the game.
They are content to play for time during
this “peaceful” period of the war prepara-
tions. A political pact with either the Unit-
ed States or Great Britiain, France claims,
would engble her to lower her demand for
a 725,000 tonnage ratio.  But with Japan’s
refusal for a reduction in her démand,
Frances’s agsumption of the same position,
and Italy’s refusal to agree to less than par-
ity with France, the wnaval conference
stands lifeless.

Secreey Prevails in Confererce

E. L. James in the New York Times of
April 5, sums up the present situation in
London in'the following manner:

“Thus the complications of the naval
conference do not lessen, and while there
have been many interesting proposals no
one knowg exactly what the situation is,
There has been no meeting of the con-
ference for six weeks. There have been
only private talks in the greatest secrecy,
of which no record was kept,
whole official record of the decisions of
this conference were compiled, it would
not fill twenty typewritien pages.

“There probably never was another
conference so secret in its work, This
means that if it ever gets down to making
a treaty an immengse amount of work must
be done in setting down what has been
agreed. It probably will be found that
no two delegations agree on any point.”

The collapse of the conference was in-
evitable from the moment it began. The
mask of its pretentions bhas been torn
through. its complete failures, Technically
the conference 1s continued—actually it
has been dead for weeks. The confercnce
demounstrates that under capitalism the con-
tradictions that exist cannot be solved
through peaceful means. War and capit-
tsm are identical. The solution to ‘this
problem is the overthrow of this system of
exploitation and war. It i§ the duty of the
proletariat to destroy this system and its
lackeys, to establish a system ‘Without
clasges, exploitation and war—--a Communist
Society.

o
STREET RAILWAYMEN ASK RAISE

PITTSBURG—(FP)—~Three thousand mem-
bers of the Amalgamated "Assn, of Street
Railwaymen are asking an increaSe in
wages from the Pittsburg Railways Co.
when the present agreement expires in May.

The union seeks a raise of five cents an
hour for motormen and condgctors to 75
cents per hour and a raise of 15 cents per
hour to 90 cents for operators of one man
cars., Negotiations have been in progress
for nearly a month. No settlement has been
reached. The local has been given the ap-
proval of the national officers for strike
action if it becomes necessary.

It the.

Police Kifl Worker at
Anti-Fascist Meet

NEW YORK—Benito Mussolini, using the
U. S. immigration service, reacked out in
a Cooper Union anti-Fascist meeting in
New York to nab Armando Borghi, an
anti-Fascist leader. As a result one un-
known worker is dead and another
wounded,

Borghi, with Vicenzo Vacirea, a sociale
ist and both opponents of Fascism, were
speakers at a Coorer Union meeting called
to discuss labor strategy after the fall of
I1 Duce’s castor oil regime. The meeting
was nonpartisan and a Republican party
member was chairman. Just as Borghi
finished his speech a federal agent stepped .
on the platform to arrest him. Borghi
Jumped off the stage into the audience,
which rose in excitement.

A city detective was being ejected from
the meeting when he drew his gun and
fired wildly., The shot wounded one man,
glanced off, and instantly killed an Italian
worker, None knew his identity ner politi-
cal affiliations,

Borghi was seized for deportation se-
veral years ago, on the advice of fascist
agents in Washington. Liberals and radi-
cals put up a fight to keep him from being
returned to certain death in Italy. Stays
of execution had been granted to him. but
he had not been notified that federal agents
were after him,

~d

ROCHESTER TYPOS SHARE JOBS
WITH UNEMPLOYED

ROCHBSTER, N. Y. —(FP)—Married
tompnositors on Rochester newspapers will
go on a 4-day week ,while single men will
work only three days weekly, under a pro-
gram voluntarily adopted by th2 three news-
paper chapels of the Typographical Union
to relieve unemployment among printers
here. The action follows a reduction of
working forces by the newspapers,
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Beating the War Drums

The periodicals of the ruling class in
this country have in the past year devoted
a great deal of space to the topic of war.
Th United States’ new role as the leading
capitalist nation in the world, with its
search for markets, raw materials, and new
fields of exploitation, brought with it an
extension of its military preparations and
development of every character. “Dollar
Diplomacy” in its penetration into the
world arena, is followed by the gun. The
capitalists of this country, just as the cap-
ftalists of all other countries recognize that
in order to safeguard their economic inter-
ests, the armed forces behind it are essen-
tial.

The inevitability of conflicts be-
tween the imperialists is evident through
their attempts at meditation. A glaring
failure of this character is the London naval
conference, But the whole history of cap-
italist diplomacy shows the same result.
Attempts at agreements ,limitation of arma-
ments, negotiations for peace, have all
meant: preparation for war, the search for
alignments, and the aim to discover the
strength of their opponents. The imperial-
ists recognize the inevitability of war and
are continually in preparation for it. They
write about it, speak of it, and are constant-
ly on guard against the “enemy” A few
wecks ago, 2 sham airplane battle was held
in the vicinity of Los Angeles again=t the
“proq forces”. This is indicative where the
wind blows, At other times practice bat-
ties are fought against the fiee- of Great
Brito'n or Jaran, The nminds of the masses

re feing nrepased.
‘War Dep.rtment Calls or Yree !iand

The armed forces, however, while play-
ing a tremendous role during war, are not
sufiicient, The resources of the belligerent
nations are the backbone of war. The or-
ganization of industry on a war basis at a
moment's notice is the object of the ruling
ciass, And so Naliem's Dusiness, the organ
of the United States Chamber of Commerce,
poses the question: “Who's going to win
the uext big war? And why?”

Axsuming, and correctly so, that war is
corming, thig journal procceds to prumote
a »lan for mobilizing the industry of this
country up to war strength at a moment’s
notice. The proposal called, “educational
war orders for munitions”, is set forth in
a Dbill backed by thé war department, the
navy department and the Chamber of Com-
merce, The Bill has already had hearings
before the House committee on military
affoirs,

{n order to avoid all possible delays in
the cvent that war breaks out, the Bill in-
tends that the Secretary of War shall have
conmplete power to place war orders. for
munitions without advertising for bids, and
without being bound to award them to the
lowest bidders. This would mean that the
small industrial concerns would be pushed
out in favor of the large industries that can
over nizht begin the production of war im-
The War Department does not
want to bother over “small concerns with
po capacity worth consideration in war
time” )

Turnivg the Factorfes Into War Machines
Nation’s Business very clearly
states: . )
»Making munitions is much more
.Jificult and complicated than turning
out trucks or tractors or pleasure cars
or typewriters. Cannon must be as ac-
curate. as watches. Shells must be
perfect”. .
ewar is now a fight of the fac-
tories, a battle of machines...The na-
tion whose manufacturing plants can
most quickly be tuned up to quantity
production of cannon, shells, scarch-
Yights, fuses, gun carriages, and what-
not, will win a victory.
sGovernment plants in the United
States pave the capacity to fill only
from Hve to ten percent of our mun-
jtion needs in a war against another
ajor power -or combination of powers.
So the matter comes down to the large,
establishments

efficient well-managed
that in iime of peace make automobiles,
typewriter  sewing machines, wmultl-

graphs, street cars, machine tools and
other articles of ordinary commercial
usefulness. In war the victory will go
according to the way such plants have
been taught beforehand their war-time
jobs”,

As far back as November, 1928, the
Anpalist in a lengthy article on the chem-
ical industry pointed out that, while from
an industrialist viewpoint the development
of this industry was essential to the
United States, yet of even more import-
ance was the use to which the chemical
industry could be subjected during war.
The article illustrates that the chemical
industry mot only serves as one of the
most important branches of a war-produc-
ing plant, but can without the slightest
difficulty be transformed into manufactur~
ing war products. While Nation’s Busin-
ess does not mention the question of the
chemical industry In relation to the war,
it evident that its importance has not been
minimized, since one of the writers of
these war articles is E. T. Trigg, chair-
man of the committee for- National De-
fense of the United States Chamber of
Commerce, He is also the president of the
John Lucas & Co., manufacturers of paints
—a chemical industry,

All Workers to be Entrapped

The employment of women on a mass
scale in the event of war is one of the
chief aims of the Bill, A picture appear-
ing above the leading article on the jour-
nal, shows women working in a munitions
plant. This picture is lhieaded by the fol-
lowing caption: “Guaging of cartridges is
only one step of many in their manufac-
ture.” The development of modern in-
dustry, making possible the employment
of women in industries such as chemical,
electrical, iron and steel, etc., is closely
related to the question of war production.

It is clear that in the event of war
the capitalists will utilize every conceivable
force. We will witness the armed forces,
the organization of industries on a war
basis, the utilization of the women and
children, and a virtual existence of mar-
tial law in the home country. ’

The war problem is of greatest impor-
tance to the proletariat. The workers bear
the heaviest burden during war. Even
exemption from the actual armed ‘forces
does not exclude one from participation in
war. To begin now with the struggle
against capitalist war is of paramount im-
portance to the working class. This
struggle cannot only be conducted with
manifestos, meetings and protests. There
is needed the actual organization of the
masses, Such an organization against war
must be carried directly into the shops.
Parliamentary and legal means will not
suffice. The role of the Communist must

. be that of leading the masses in the pro-

per direction. 'To give leadership in the
struggle, to help in the organization of the
fight—to the destruction of ecapitalism.
Defeat war by its own means,

D
POLICE BOARD APPROVES
BLACKJACKING

LOS ANGLES-—Police Commissioner
Mark Pierce wants to see more official
violence against Communists,  “The more
the police beat up and wreck their head-
quarters the better,” Pierce shouted. “Com-
munists have no constitutional rights and
I won't listen to anybody who defends
them.” Two other commissioners agreed
with this idea.

P
STUDENTS BACK JOBLESS AGAINST
POLICE

DETROIT—Over two thousand students
meeting here in a laboratory conference
on social conditions have passed a resolu-
tion condemning the Detroit police depart-
ment for its “brutal suppression of the un-
employed and its demonstrations.” It called
for absolute freedom of speech and assem-
bly at future unemployed meetings and ex-
pressed the “fraternal solidarity” of the
students with their “jobless brothers and

sisters.”

TROTSKY ON FOSTER
AND LOVESTONE

In the Revolutionary ge (March 1,
1930) the I.ovestone Right wing attempts to
show that the American Party in its ac-
tivities and leadership is accepting the line
of the Opposition. It happens, unfortunate-
1y, that this is not so. This time Lovestone
quotes from the letter of comrade Trotsky
to the American Opposition, In that letter
Trotsky makes a scathing criticism of the
then leaders of the American Party, Love-
stone and Pepper. This letter also contains
some views on Foster, What comrade Trot-
sky said in that letter written in Constantin-
ople in April, 1929 is borne out by all
events that have transpired.

In reference to the $talin apparatus
and its American lieutenants, Trotsky
writes: ““Lovestone and Pepper did not
create this regime but they are its staff offi-
cers. I convicted Lovestone of a foul ide-
ological falgification (see my book “Europe
and America”). Under a fairly normal re-
gime that alone woulid have been enough
to bury a man for a long time, if not for
good, or at least to make him confess and
repent...The spirit of the Lovestones and
Peppers is fundamentally opposed to the
spirit of the proletarian revolution.”

Trotsky then discusses Foster. Love-
stone, in his characteristically dishonest
manmner, quotss only a brief sentence from
the letter, namely: “The latter (Foster)
always seemed to me made of more trust-
worthy material tkan Lovestone. In Fos-
ter's criticism of the official leadership of
the Party there was always much that was
true and acute.” Lovestones stcps at this
point and quotes no further. But the letter
continues: “But as far-.-as I understand
him, Foster is an empiricist, He does not
want to, or i3 not able to carry his think-
ing ou* to the. end, and make upon the
foundation of his criticisms the necessary
generalization. For that reason it has never
been clear to me in what direction Foster’s
criticism is pushing him: to the Left or to
the Right of official Centrism...This same
empiricism apparently suggests to Foster
the whole form of -his activity, which con-
sists of struggling w.gainst the little devil with
Satan’s support. Foster tries *o conceal
himself with. the defensive coloration of
Stalinism in  order by this contraband
route to move toward the leade ship o. the
American Farty.”

If Lovestone were honest he would have
quoted the entire section the letter, but
that would run against his grain, Comrade
Trotsky’s analysis of both T.ovestone and
Foster has been confirmed completely dur~
ing the course of the Party avents in the
last year.

46
NO WAGE INCREASE FOR MEMPHIS
STREET CAR MEN

MEMPHIS—(FP)—Any thought of a
wage increase for street car men was dis-
pelled when the union’s executive board,
after conference with the company offic~
jals, recommended continuance of the exist-
ing scale for another year,

The vice president of the street railway
company complimented the mer on their
“patriotism” in following Pres. Hoover's
admonitions.

L))
CAPITALISM BLAMED ¥FOR CRIME
PROBLEM

BUFFALO, N. Y. —(FP)—Inequitable
distribution of wealth and an unfair indus-
trial order prevent a solution of the crime
problem, declared Dr, Nathaniel Cantor.
professor of sociology at the University of
Buffalo, in a recent lecture at the Univers-
ity.

]

GREENVILLE, S. C. —Cotton mills in
the Piedmont section are running at only
75% capacity, as against 83% two weeks
ago, according to the president of a large
chain of mills.

BOSTON — 10,000 union carpenters in
Boston are demanding restitution of the
6-day week, gained in 1915 and lost in 1921,

b
MADISONVILLE, Ky.—One thousand
miners have struck for a wage increase in
western Kentueky eoal fields.

The MILITANT rf

we believe, has fulfilled a vilal
role in the best interests of the
working clgss “and Communist
movement in the United States,
It gives a true picture of the
situation in the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics, the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union and the
Communist International,

The MILITANT

prints the original and incom-
parable writings of Leon Trotsky,
the leader of the Left Bolshevik
Opposition, now exiled in Tur-
key by the Stalin bureaucracy.
In so doing it makes clear to all
intellizent and honest revolution-

ary workers, the revisionist poli- k
cies of the present leadership of
the international Communist
movement as directed, since Len-
in’s death, by Stalin and Buchar~
iy and their Centrist and Right
wing supporters in ‘the various
countries.

The MILITANT

presents the views and policies
of the Left Opposition in the United
States, the Communist Leag ie of
America (Opposition), on thy la-
bor and political problems before
tre American working class.

The MILITANT

has printed and will continue to
print material on the events and
issues in the Soviet Union, the
Communist Party of the Soviet ﬂ
Union and the Communist Inter-
national, the writings of L. D.
Trotsky, Christian Rakovsky and
other leaders of the Russian Rev-
olution, that are found in no other
English publication,

The MILITANT

fights for the rebuliding of the rev.
olutio . ry movement on the found.
ations laid by Marx and Lenin and
agazinst the Stalin-Bucharvin revi-
sionists, and thercby best serves
the cause of internaticnal Com-
munism. ’

We call upon our realders to
help mointain the Militant by give
ing fi..ancial support to ensure its
continued existence as a fighting
w'eekly for the cause of Wolshe-
visny.,

We ask and count upon your
heip,

Make your dohation teday!

ACT NOW!

Fill in the blank below for
the MILITANT SUSTAINING
FUND.

The Militant
25 Third Avenue, Room 4
New York; N. Y. @

I am enclosing a dontion of
$..... for the Militant Sustalning
Fund to help maintain the paper
and  publish  the works of
L. D. Trotsky.

Name .

D I S

Address ,.....

IR P N TR

City ....icvvee....State .

!

FINES AND JAIL FOR JOBLESS

SEATTLE—Of nine workers convicted
on a charge of unlawful asgsembly in con-
nection with the unemployed deraonstration
Feb. 26, three were fined $25 each and gix
$10 each. Notice of appeal has been filed
by the Intl. Lahor Defense. Six other
workers convicted in connection with the
March 6 demonstration have appealed from
4 80-day jail sentence for three and a $20
fine each for three.
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¢ LETTERS FROM THE MILITANTS -

THE PARTY MATHEMETICIANS
AT WORK
New York
Dear Comrades:

The Communist Party of the United
States led by Stalinist “yes men” continue
to highly exaggerate reports on the re-
sponse of the workers to its appeals, If a
worker in any other country would read the
Daily Worker regularly for 30 to 60 days
and have no other information on the econ-
omic and political situation in the United
States, he would come to the conclusion
that the American proletariat was rallying
by the hundreds of thousands to the banner
of .the Communist Party.

As a result of this accepted view by
the Party leaders the Communist Party is
calling for a mass political gtrike on May
First, in spite of the fact that ail recent
appeals for political strikes have been ob-
vious failures, August 1, 1929 and March
6, 1930 are two recent examples of the
Party’s appeals for political strikes that
were not at all answered by the workers,
‘Those workers however, who picked ur the
Daily Worker after the August 1, Interna-
tional Red Day demonstration and.the Un-~-
employment rallles on March 6, were
informed that hundreds of thousands of
workers responded. According to the Daily
Worker of April 2, 1,250,00 workers demon-
strated on March 6 in every industrial cen-
ter of the United States at the call and
ander Communist Party leadership. Is this
80?

TUnemployment is an immediate and
burning issue for millions of workers, It is
understandable why they can be. set into
motion on this lssue. The Militant has pre-
viously accurately evaluated the March 6
demonstrations, A few additional comments
may clarify further., We judge the exagger-
ations in relation to March 6 only insofar
‘as New- York is concerned, which was the

most successful. The Party leadership and |

the Pally Worker states that 110,000 workers
assembled in Union Square on March 6.
The March 6th New York Demonstration

Counting every one present, 60,000 is
the maximum figure, Probabaly the total
erowd did not total 50,000, Of the 50 to 60
thousand assembled, at least half were pre-
sent only out of curiosity. One only had to
mingle with the crowd for less. than 10
minutes to discover that. The writer saw
many high school and college students, as
well as business men, who in speaking
among themelves, stated that they wanted
to see the riot, while others, anti-radical to
the core, asserted that they were waiting
to watch the reds get beaten up. ‘When
these same persong appear in Union Square
May 1, will these elements be counted as ad-
herents of the Veterans or of the Com-
munist Party?

The claim that 110,000 were present is
ridiculous, and then to claim that they were
all demonstrators does more harm than
good to the Communist movement. It is,
however, in general line with the Party
policy - to double or triple the attendance
of any .meeting or demonstration when a
report appears in the Party press. This
ha3 resulted in any number of workers los-
ing confidence in ‘the Dally Worker and
Party press as an accurate spokesman of
the working class.

In the Unions

The same irresponsibility to be found in
relations to demonstrations can also be
discovered in the trade union policy of the
Left wing unions under Party control, In
addition to barring non-party members
from playing any leading role in these or-
ganizations, the Stalinists exaggerate the
strength of the Left wing organizations and
constantly tell of the decay of the Right
wing unions, even when it is far from the
actual facts.,

Untruths and Ilusions. Don’t Help

the Communists
In New York City, where the Needle
Trades Workers Industrial Union has lost
control of the needle trades workers to

"the Right wing International Laides Gar-

ment Workers Union and the International
Fur Workers Union, the Ben Golds and
Rose Wortises, instead of admitting that
the union is only a skeleton, do not admit
past mistakes, but try to bluff the workers,

Becoming more and more £isgusted by the
tactics of the Stalinists, they are driven into
the Right wing camp.

In the National Miners Union and the
National Textile Workers Union, the same
situation is to be found. The Stalinists
make no attempt to face the problems of the
workers, but instexd take the easier path
of issuing revolutionary statements. These
look very good on paper but do not help to
organize the workers. This policy must be
ended, and iu its place a program adopted
that will vally the workers in struggles
that will advance the workers’ and Commu-
nist movement in this country. A first step
should be to end the attacks on the suppor-

ters of the Left Opposition who are mem-

bers of the Left wing unions, In general
too, union members who are willing and
capable to do work in the organizations
must not be barred because of their politi-
cal or lack of political point of view, as
is the case mow.

The “Cooperative” Cafeferia

The Daily Worker and other Party or-
gans use up valuable space to condone the
murder of comrade Blumkin at the order of
Stalin, because he supported the Leninist
program of the Opposition led by Trotsky.
May we note a few other practices of the
Stalinist Central Committee during the
“Third Period”?

Up until a few months ago the Dai!y
Worker press which prints the vicious, 1y-
ing attacks on Trotsky and the Left Com-
munist Opposition, also printed, daily the
Nove Russkye Slovo, organ of the monar-
chist forces in the United States. Shall we
say that the Daily Worker is the ally of
General Koutiepov? For this white guard
sheet stands on the same program as
Koutiepov and the other counter-revolution-
ary forces who want to reestablish a mon-
archy.

The Communist Party disgracefully
fools the New York workers by allowing the
privately owned cafeteria in the Workers
Center, 26-28 Union Square to use the name
of Cooperative Cafeteria. When the Pro-
letcos, a cooperative owned by the Party
sold the restaurant to a private individual
gseveral months ago, the use of the name,

. Cooperative, was included. At ‘the present

time thousands of workers regularly use the
cafeteria, under the impression that it is
a left wing institution and the profits go
towards the Daily Worker and the Fretheit,
while actually they go in the pockets of the
capitalist owner.

The proletarian members .and the Left
wing workers who support the Party must
demand the end of exaggerations and bom-
bast, a truthful policy in the Party press,
a revival of the left wing unions on a broad
basis and the ending of such treachery as
the fake cooperative. Until that time all
the so-called “victories” of the Communist
movment in the United States are built
on sand and will crumble at the first real
major conflict with the capitalist class,

The capitalist class and its agents are
mobilizing againt the party for May Day.
Let the Party answer by a uhited struggle
in which all possible forces can participate
and defeat the plans of the bosses. It is
up to Foster, Minor and their associates.
What will the answer be?

—FRANK BROMLEY

o

DIVIDENDS GO UP! WAGES (OME DOWN
Chicago, Iil,
Dear Comrades:

If you are a worker out of a job and
tramping the streets beggiz\g for a chance
to work; or if you are still working, but
your wages have been slashed to the bone,
buck up and take heart, for your royal
high chief and master, Big Business, is do-
ing well, This should gladden the hearts
of millions of unemployed and their fami-
lies, whatever might be their present state
of misery. Likewise, for all those who have
been compelled to speed up and take a wage
cut under threats of a layoff,

In regard to dividends for the first
quarter of 1930, the Chicago Tribune, a
newspaper always lavish with its praise of
“Big Business,” has the following to say:

“It is estirated that payments today
reached approximately $550,000,000, and

systematic reductions of wages.

that for the entire month they total close .

to $700,000,000.

“Eight hundred important corpor-
- ations and upward of 1,800 companies of
all descriptions make disbursements this
montlt, Dividend declarations during

March are estimated at $427,121,988, and

for the first quarter at $1,170,082,645.

That was an increase of about 17 percent

compared with the corresponding period

of last year,”

Meanwhile, the ioover big business
conferences in the early part of the winter
are daily being revealed as nothing more
than a get-together for the purpose to plan
To put
it over more successfully, it was necessary
to adopt a plan based upon progressive
stages and, cynically, salt it down with
ballyhoo propaganda about no wage reduc-
tions in order to lull the unsuspecting work-
ers .to sleep, and thus to take them by
surprise.

Mr. Owen D. Young, of Reparations
fame, ersiwhile pariner of J. P. Morgan,
let the cat out of the bag the other day

.when he made a guarded statement about

necessity to reduce the standard of living
of American workers in order to comblete
profitably, for tlle Americaa capitalists,
for the world trade. Nevertheless, woiking
men and women are asked and expected
to be cheerful in their state of misery. Re-
member, Hecover and Big Business are do-
ing quite well, —J, MIHELIC

D
MATTHEW WOLL PROVES HIMSELY
Kansas City, Mo.
Dear Comrades:

If any further confirmation of Matthew
Woll's character were needed, the readiness
with which he- joins the anti-Soviet reli-
gious propagandists would be sufficient. As
acting president of the National Civic Fed-
eration, Mr. Woll Las been an eflicient stew-
ard to the capitalist barons. And, like a
trusty servant, he is alert to guard the
ranks of the menials against the intrusion
of any unorthodox ideas: political, econom-
ic or religious.

So Mr. Woll adds his pious voice to
the hallelujah chorus now .pronouncing an-
athemas upon the Soviet Union. FHe says
in part:

“There is only one issue in the So-
viet si/,tuation as far as Americans are
concerned, and that is entirely one of
principle. The question is not whether
Russicns are’ being a little better fed this
year than last, or whether they are
being a little more poorly fed this year
than last. The question is whether or
not we believe the freedom and democ-
racy of our civilization superior to the
dictatorship...of Communism.”

All of this sounds suspiciously like the
old war-cry, “Make the world safe for
democracy.” Only this time it will be,
“make the world safe for God.” For the
nth time the world is to be .drenched in
blood #a the name of religion —if the
preachers, plutocrats and Methew Wolls
have their way, Before we go out to
save God and Cold, we would request
Mr. Woll to show us “the freedom and
democracy of our own civilization.” One
suspects that, like God, they exist only
in flights of rhetoric.

. Woll’s Poison Goods

The  distinguished “labor leader™
closes his comment, anent ‘the Russian
sitnation in two pithy sentences: “It is,
in short, one system against another,
And the confiict between the two will con-
tinue until one or the other passes from the
scene, There is no such thing as com-
promise possible in such a conflict”...“It
is evident that the world at last senses some-
thing of the full truth about the Com-
munist situation.”

The first point is a naive statement
for a politiclan of Mr. Woll's calibre to
make, Of course the conflict between capit-
alsim and communism is irreconcilable; in
the very mature of things there can be no
basis of compromise. On the one side are

-arrayed the capitalists, the preachers, the

reformists, the pink-tea radicals, and the
goose-stepping, so-called labor officials., On

the other side stands the exploited proletare
fat, but wrathful and mighty, refusing any
longer to swallow the poisons of religion
and patriotism.

As Mr. Woll says, “It is evident that
the world, at last, senses something of the
full truth about the Communist situation.”
The full truth, realized by the workers of
the world, will dissolve the economic sys-
tem by which the Mathew Wolls profit,
throwing both them and their capitalist
masters out of jobs., We have learned -to
distinguish between bearers of truth and
purveyors of poison, By the label on I«
wares, Mr. Woll cannot be placed in the
former category. —HAROLD PRELCE

P

Rail Workers For Six
Hour Day

( Continued {rom page 1)
ference at its gathering of March 19th unan-
imously passed the resclution printed in
part below, concerning the recent canven-
tion of the Minnesota Farmer-Labor Asso-
ciation,
£ L
RESOLUTION

Whereas, the approaching State and
Congressional elections present excejtion-
al opportunities for the advancement of the
cause of the workers who now sufier the
misery of widespread unemvloyment anc

Whereas, the present program and piate
form of the Farmer-Labor Association does
not in any respect represent. the needs or
demands of the workers either employec,
unemployved, organized or unorganized, and

‘Whereas, all the outstanding elected
officials of the Farmer-Labor Party by their
activity or lack of activity, both during
election campaigns and while in office, have
reilected the ideology of the Party, which
is dominated by the outlook of the smalk
property holder rather than by that of the
worker and

‘Whereas, this state of affairs has res
sulted in a decline of interest of wide sec-
tions of workers in Labor Party activity
and support, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that this delegated meet-
ing of Railroad workers recommends to the
Hennepin County and State Conventions of
the Farmer Labor Association (of Minne-
sota) a complete redraft’ of the program
and that, among others, the following de-
finite proposals be Included in the new
draft:

1. The organization base of the

Party to be the economic organization of

the workers. All individual membership

to be abolished.

2, Candidates of the Party to be
members of the Party, who shall be
pledged to the full program and who
will sponsor during ellection campaigns
and after election among other demands
the followin gproposals:

1. 100% organization of the workers.
Against the Open shop.

2. Tor the organization of a National
Labor Party, based on workers organ-
izations.

3. For a 6-hour day and a 5-day v eek

for all industries. )

4. For unemployment wages, furnish-
nished by taxation of profits, to be ad-
ministered by the organization of the
workers.

5. Against . the wuse of police, the

courts or any branch of the govern-
mental armed forces in labor disputes,

6. For the abolition of all private em~,
ployment agencies; workers to be
employed through their organizations.

7. For two weeks vacation wilth pay.
Unanimously adopted at St Paul

Woodruff Hall, March 19, 1930.
Sec'y. P.-G. Hedlund, Firemen, No. 814
Chairman, J.P, Barr, Switchmen XNo, 206

P
NEWARK, N. J. —Beginning March 31
all Steiner & Co. employes in New Jersey
pajama plants will be on a 5-day schelule
without pay reduction.






