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Trotsky Greets Militant

The Revolutionary Kernel Is A

To the Editors of the Militant.
Dear Friends:

I fear that my greetings to the fourth
anniversary of the Militant will arrive a
little late. But my greetings are none
the less hearty because of it. All our
friends on this side of the ocean value
highly the work which you have carried
on during this long, and yet short, per-
iod.

Can we consider ourselves satisfied
with the results of our work? Of course,
this question concerns not only the Uni-
ted States but also all the other coun-
tries in which our adherents live and
struggle. To answer this question is
not so simple. As yet, the Left Opposi-
tion has nowhere become a mass move-
ment. But it has assembled the revolu--
tionary kernel which knows what it
wants. Precisely in this field are the
achievements of the Militant greatest.
Not so long ago the Right Opposition in
a number of countries seemed to be much
stronger and more deserving of attention
than the Left. From the very outset, we
were of the opinion that the Right wing
group will experience an evolution to-
wards the social democracy; giving up
some of its elements to us and some to
official Centrism. The developments of
the last year have completely confirmed
this prognosis. In Germany, the Brand-
lerites have split, giving a considerable
minority to the Socialist Workers Party,
which means to the Left social dem-
ocracy. In Czechoslovakia, the Right
Opposition went over to the social dem-
ocracy; the minority, with the revolu-
tionary elements, under the leadership
of comrade Neurath, joined wus. In
Switzerland the Right Opposition is com-
ing closer to the social democracy while
among the better section of the workers
sympathies are growing towards the Left
Opposition. As far as can be judged from
here, the Lovestone group in Ameriea
can hardly boast of any successes. Their
‘official organ, in the first place, is char-
acterized by confusion. These people
do not know what they want and are
scarcely capable of foreseeing what
shore they will be washed upon by the
first strong wave.

-In the camp of official Communism,
‘confusion of no lesser degree. The reso-
lutions of the Twelfth Plenum of the
ECCI offer g terrible testimonial of
poverty which the leadership of the Com-
intern issued to itself. In spite of the
e€xceptional conditions of the economic
crisis and a complete internatioanl im-

ssembling Around Opposition}

moves ahead. In some countries (Ger-'
any, Bulgaria), it registers certain pure-|
ly parliamentary successes, which do’
not, bhowever, correspond in any way to'
the scope of the social erisis. In other“
countries, Communism retreats before:
the social democracy on every field of.
the working class movement (France,
Czechoslovakia). In all countries with-
out exception, the cadres of official Com-
munism are most dissatisfied, disorient-
ed, split into separate inimical grioups.

The condition of the party apparatus
in the USSR bears a most menacing char-
acter. No one really trusts the leader-
ship there and the leadership has com-
pletely lost all faith in itself. Every-
thing that the party contains of think-
ing revolutionary elements, is turning to-
wards the Left Opposition. The forces:
on which Stalin based himself in the
struggle against us, are turning over
more towards the Thermidor. The sit-
uation in the Soviet Union is an extremely
difficult one. In the political chaos to
which the Centrist bureaucracy has
brought the party, only the Left Opposi-
tion knows what it wants.

The political life of the United States
is clearly .approaching a turning point.
Within the near future it will become
clear that when Heraclitus the Dark
said, “Everything flows, everything
changes”, he had in mind also the rep-
ublic of Hoover-Roosevelt. Old tradi-
tions, conceptions, prejudices, will go by
the board. Through a period of ideol-
ogical chaos and stress, the classes in
American society will create for themsel-
ves a new modern ideology. A strong
revolutionary kernel, welded by a uni-
formity of doctrine and political meth-
od, will be called upon in such a period
to play a great role. The creation of
such a kernel is the achievement of the
Milita_mt. So much the heartier is my
greeting. —L. TROTSKY.
Prinkipo, November 1, 1932.
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passe of imperialism, Communism barely

ight for
Pittsburgh Hunger

PITTSBURGH.—

Friday evening, Nov. 11, the United
Front Hunger March Conference of Pitts-
burgh was held at Walton Hall. Ac-
cording to the report of the credentials
committee, 69 delegates representing 22
organizations were present. The report
said these organizations were such as the
ILD, the IWO and also mumbled some-
thing about A. F. of L. locals.

But the names of the organizations
were not given. From the faces of those
present, it was, however, easy to ascer-
tain that the vast majority were party
members or members of organizations di-
rectly controlled by the party. Aside
from the two delegates of the Communist
League (Opposition) we know of only
the two delegates of a wingle Unemploy-
ed Citizens Committee (Musteite?) as be-
ing non-party workers in attendance
there. This is sufficient to characterize
the ‘“united front™ nature of the confer-
ence as well as the new and latest turn
toward ‘“genuine united front work” made
by the recent Stalinist plenums on a
national as well as on an international
scale. Charcteristic also of the earica-
ture “united front” was the fact that in
this heart of the steel industry-the ‘“re-
presentative of the steel workers” was a
frail girl comrade, who herself told us
that she comes from—the Hill Section,
that well-known citadel of steel produe-
tion....She was the delegate of the
party’s Steel and Metal Workers Union,
the only one to speak in its name at
the conference.

The Left Opposition Takes the Floor

After two very matter of fact reports,

Opposition Proposals in

(Opposition)

M&I’CI’I Conference

Leninst united front policy of the Left
Opposition on the unemployment gques-
tion. After criticizing the official re-
porter for not drawing the highly im-
portant lessons of thée Chicago hunger
march, explaining the latter and calling
for their application in Pittsburgh, the
delegate from the League closed with a
presentation of the unemployment plat-
form of the Leninist Opposition (immedi-
ate relief, supplemented with the de-
mands for unemployed insurance, the
six-hour day without reduction in pay,
long term credits to the Soviet Union,
etc.). He repeated the pledge of loyal
cooperation with the conference and its
committee, in spite of differences in
policy, and took his seat amid vigorous
applause from the other delegates.

Immediately, the party fraction started
with its organized attack. A certain
Menken made himself ridiculous with the
charge that the Opposition wanted to
cooperate with the treacherous Bill Green

.and by slinging with some assinine slan-
ders about the local group. A whole
string of otherg followed with the same

(Continued on page 2)

What Do the Communists Say About Mr. Duranty and Comrade Stalin?

There is no capitalist newspaper cor-
respondent in the world today more au-'
thoritative and accurate in reporting the'
standpoint of the central Stalinist lead-:

dealing with practical directives rather
than with the outline of a political pro-:
gram of action, by comrades Kearns and
Myerscough, discussion was opened, The,
discussion dragged along at a slow tempo
for about half an hour, the participants
dealing with minor questions, which
though important in themselves, were ini’
place at practical committee meetings
rather than at a united front conference.
It was not until the delegates of the
Left Opposition took the fioor that the
conference became alive mainly due to
the anxiety of the party bureaucrats to
drown out the Leninist united front pro-
posals of the Opposition.

Comrade Gordon took the floor for the
Communist League of America (Opposi-
tion) and in the brief time allotted to
him greeted the conference in the name
of our organization, pledged support to

ership than Mr. Walter Duranty, the high’
est paid foreign correspondent in the
world, stationed in Moscow for years.
What he writes about Russia in the con-
ventional language of the bourgeois press
is a faithful copy of what is generally
left half-said or unsaid by the decisive
Stalin staff.

We have pointed this out on many oc-!
casions in these columns and it has be-
come a commonplace in the radical move-
ment. The only ones who still deny it
formally (and always with that hollowl
feroeity which convenience rather than'
conviction dictates), are the editors of'
the Daily Worker. The division of labor
still operative in the Stalinist machine
does not permit them to acknowledge‘
what is apparent to a child, for to do{
so would explode too many fictions dis-'
seminated by the Centrist school of falsi-\
fication. The untrustworthiness of the

its work and outlined in concise form the

denial, however, is confirmed by the tall-l

Call the Scottshoro Conferences./

As day after day passes, the great
opportunity to mobilize the masses
of the working class to demand the
freedom of the Scottsboro boys, which
the Supreme Court decision gave to
the Communist party, is slipping
away. All eyes were on the party
and the I. L. D. when the decision
was handed down. The workers ex-
pected that the party would give the
signal for an even greater struggle.
As yet there is no struggle, and no
call to build one. Are the workers
to be disappointed? The answer
rests with the party.

What is the reason that the party
does not issue the call for united
front conferences of workers’ organi-
zations? Why do they hold back?

What is there to be gained by this
delay? The new trials will be held
in March. No time must be lost in
building a fighting movement of the
biack and white workers to give a
great force to the legal arguments
which the I. L. D. lawyers will make
in the courtroom in the Spring. That
is the way the working class wins
its “law cases”.

Every worker inside the party and
outside must now raise his voice in
comradely criteism of the party for
this harmful delay and urge it to
issue the call for united front con-
fernces on a national scale. Let us
proceed at once to forge the weapons
which can accomplish the freedom
of these boys and strengthen our
fight against all class persecution.

A SHANGHAI REPORT OF
COM. CHEN’S ARREST

The letter below, which we have
just received from our comrade in
Shanghai, will serve also as a reply
to the vicious police article which
appeared on the question of comrade
Chen Du-Hsiu a few days ago in the
Daily Worker, The article of the
Shanghai correspondent of the Work-
er, if it had any meaning at all, might
have been written in the chancellery
of Chiang Kai-Shek. It announced
that our comrade Chen was merely
going to Nanking to ‘“interview
Chiang Kai-Shek”. In China, such
“interviews” have a murderous mean-
ing: the word is the cynical expres-
sion used to signify that a revolution-
ist is being sent to his death., The

P
v

Stalinist crime in this case lies in
the fact that they are not only sur-
rendering our noted revolutionist to
the Kuo Min Tang assassing with-
out joining in our protest, but are
actually covering up the black butch-
ers by disseminating the malicious lie
that comrade Chen has been sent un-
der military escort to....“interview
Chiang Kai-Shek. No conscientious
revolutionist can remain silent in
the face of this horrible piece of
Stalinist police work. Raise your
voice in protest and demand that the
party and the I. L. D. act to re-
move the stain they have cast on the
Communist movement | —Ed.

SHANGHAIL—

On October 15, the Kuo Min Tang gov-
ernment and British imperialism dealt
a heavy blow to the Chinese section of
the International Left Opposition Com-
rade Chen Du-Hsiu was arrested, and
other arrests and raids continued for
about three days. Twelve comrades were
taken altogether, among them four mem-
bers of the Central Committe, the rest
being functionaries and technical work-
ers. 7This came about, just as in May
1931, as a result of betrayal, of which
there has been an epidemic in these last
two years, in the official party as well
as in the Left Opposition. For example,
in Nanking, responsible workers went to
the authorities to betray all the other
comrades, so that over 30 comrades were
shot. In some local organizations, the
party secretary has handed to the police
the other party workers. As for us,
our best comrades, six of whom are mem-
bers of the Central Committee, two of
May arrests in 1931 took away many of
them already dead in prison. The sec-
ond betrayal followed in August 1931,
in wheh five comrades, one of them a
C. C. member, were arrested. There
were also several individual arrests made
this year.

But this time the loss to us is infinitely
greater. Now nearly the whole C. C.
(except for two worker-comrades) has
been put in prison and you can well im-
agine the consequences.

Bourgeoisie Jubilant

The arrest of comrade Chen has call-
ed forth, both in the imperialist and in
the Chinese bourgeois press a satisfac-
tion and a wild joy. The Shanghai Times
speaks of him as “the father of Com-
munism in China”, The Chinese bour-
geois press speaks of his arrest as “the
most important case since the drive
against Communism started”’. Thus, in
spite of the slanders of the Stalinists,
in spite of the numerous arrests of
Communists, the capitalist press still re-
gards the arrest of comrade Chen as the
mot important one since 1927.

The Chinese Communist Party is de-
capitated. Nobody, not even in the party
ranks, knows the party leader or lead-
ers. Several months ago, I learned that

ure of the local Stalinists to meet our
challenge, i. e.,, to deny that Duranty’s
dispatches to the New York Times are
used as the basis for countless ‘“re-
writes” in the Daily Worker office, which
finally make their bow as “special cor-
respondence from Moscow.” It is quite
well known in informed party circles (we
know it from personal observation for
weeks on end) that the Duranty dispatch
of the morning usually re-appear in more
“orthodox” language in the following
day’s issue of the central party organ.

If for no other reason, then, the most
recent of Duranty’s sensational dis-
patches are of more than ordinary inter-
est to the Communist workers. If you
want to know what is really happening
in the cabinets of the Kremlin, what is
really going on in the minds of Stalin
& Co. (not what they say on holiday oc-
casions), pay close attention to the in-
formed reports of Mr. Duranty, which
are read with equal avidity by the State
Department officials and the members of
the Central Committee of our Commun-
ist party.

the general secretary of the party is a
youth named C. whom I knew well. He
is of student origin, sent to Moscow at
the end of 1926 to study as a member
of the Y. C. I. First as student and
then as interpreter, he remained in Mos-
cow until 1929 or 1930, joined the party
there and in 1932 he becomes the general
secretary of a party which claims hun-
dreds of thousands of members. There
is nothing strange in it; he attained the
post simply because he is the puppet of
the Stalinist specialist on China, Miff.
The party’s old leaders have either gone
into the “Soviet and Red Army districts”,
occupying posts as “people’s commissars’
there, or have simply been removed from
responsible work, like Strakhov, or have
been expelled from the party. The
party is physically exterminated wunder
the “leadership” of such Moscow students
who are only capable of obeying and
transmitting instructions from the Comin-
tern to the lower organizations, and of
carrying on intrigues against their ad-
versaries. Thus, a comrade in the high
leading party organs once told me that
the members of the DPolitical Bureau
show absolutely no initiative in the work,
but only do what théy are ordered. One
of our own comrades from Hongkong,
who just came out of prison, told me the
following: in prison he met a responsible
party worker who informed him that in
Canton there are not even Communist
elements, and in Hongkong there are
only two party nuclei which consist ex-
clusively of functionaries sent from the
outgide by the party. Communist ideas
not only cease to penetrate into the
masses but they even lose their hold on
the old party members. Some vie with
each other in delivering thir own ‘com-
rades to the police! others have recanted
and re-entered the Kuo Min Tang to re-
ceive jobs there,

Chiang’s “Blue Shirts”

Meanwhile, Chiang Kai-Shek has found
a new orientation for his policies. He
no longer feels able to control the heter-
ogeneous K. M. T. effectively and has
th?r‘efore organized a Fascist organiza-
tion for himself, the  socalled “Blue
Shirts Association”. In actuality, the

(Continued on page 3)

In the Times of December 20, 1932,
Duranty, referring to two editorials in
Pravda, official organ of the Russian
party, which “throw new and interesting
light on the Soviet attitude toward for-
eign labor unrest”, remarks:

“The earlier editorial for the first time
enunciated clearly what has become
known as the Stalinist (Attention, Mes-
srs. Lovestone and Co.!—S.) doctrine—
that a successful Socialist State can be
established in the USSR irrespective of
what happens abroad....The editorial
did not specifically disavow socialled Bol-
shevik propaganda—that would be too
much expect (As yet?—S.)—but made
it clear that the establishment of a So-
calist State in the USSR had replaced
propaganda as a means and a purpose
of the Kremlin policy....

As to the second editorial, Duranty
writes, ‘“the Kremlin fears the danger of
war is now 8o great in Europe, especial-
ly Germany, that even the gaims—from
the Bolshevist point of view—of a so-
cial revolution disappear in comparison

e e e e — ]

Marchers Adv

ance

To Demand Relief

Broad, Militant Movement

Can Win for Unemployed

Delegates of the national unemployed
hunger march are converging upon Wash-
ington to demonstrate at the opening of
the coming short session of congress.
They are going to demonstrate to give a
great emphasis to the need for working
class relief. ‘They are the advance guard
in a struggle which, of necessity, must
develop into much larger proportions.
Every ounce of working class energy
should therefore be thrown into the scale
to support this demonstration.

These hunger marchers represnt some-
thing very real regardless of their pre-
sent limited credentials. They represent
millions of workers thrown onto the so-
cial scrap heap by a protracted and
growing unemployment crisis. No secur-
ity whatever for these millions has so
far been provided by those who, today,
rule us all. On the contrary, the chang-
ing economic structure of the country
works in the opposite direction. Today,
decaying capitalism throughout the world, .
transforms millions of workers into hun-
gry, homeless tramps. And it is an im-,
portant sign for the future when especial-
ly in the United States a section of them
clearly show that they chose not to sub-
mit, but prefer the road of fighting re-
sistance. 1In this sense the hunger march
is a great harbinger of the future. But
so far it represents directly only the mili-
tant working class section,

In a smal measure the hunger march
is another test to decide the future dir-
ection of working class struggle. Reform
or revolution. This test wil have an
influence on the coming decision which
the class must make. But it is also a
test of policy which, in the end, will de-
termine our success and victory.

It is not the revolutionists alone who
are recorded in favor of unemployment
relief. The distinction between the re-
formists and revolutionists cannot be
made that way, as the official party lead-
ers have so often attempted to do; nor in
the amount of dollars and cents demand-
ed for relief, as they have also done. The
reformist leaders of the Socialist party
long ago, began speaking for the needs
of the unemployed, for relief, for a mea-
sure of security through unemployment
insurance. Now even the A, I of I, lead-

ers speak in favor of a system of un-

gle for its attainment is the test of
the sincerity of these proposals. There
has not been one step taken or proposed
by the Socialist party leaders, nor, of
course, by the A F of L hierarchy, to
obtain this mere reform measure. These
elements are bitterly hostile to hunger
marches and to any fighting demonstra-
tion for relief. Is, not this the surest
proof of their game of deception?

Actual relef can be won only by a
determined fight against the opposition
of the capitalist rulers, and we are here
confining ourselves solely to the gquestion
ofamelioration of unemployment, and
not speaking at all of its solution. 1In
this determined fight the national hunger
march plays its important part. Moreover,
when correctly pursued it can, in g mea-
sure, become one of the stepping stones
toward reaching the revolutionary solu-
tion of the unemployment problem.

But to have any significance at all in
this respect and to really play an im-

"portant part in the struggle for relief

such hunger marches must become an ex-
pression of the working mass as a whole,
not merely of one small section. The
workers under social reformist influence
should be drawn in The workers of the
A F of L and all unions should be drawn
in. Most certainly the success of efforts
in that direction will determine the suc-
cess in getting relief for the class as a
whole. This was very clearly demon-
strated in Chicago where the official Com-
munist party, despite its present false
views of the united front policy attained
4 great temporary success.

It is pertinent to ask: are the Social-
ist party leaders, are the A F of L leaders
to be allowed to record themselves for-
mally in favor of relief without being
formally, in reality and in every other
respect, put to the test in the struggle
which is necessary to obtain relief?

The official party has nothing to gain
from confining the unemployment demon-
strations to the section of the working
class which it influences or controls. On
the contrary, it must take the opposite
road. The way to do that is through the
united front policy which brings the
workers’ organizations together, with
their leaders, or in spite of their leaders,
in unity of action for specific objectives.

employment insurance. But actual strug-

Chicago Uuempio

The recent united front conference
heid in Chicago to fight the 50 percent
reduction in unemployed relief instituted
by the city authorities, was a striking
vindication of the policy of the Interna-
tional Left Opposition and its American |
section on the united front. What lendsi
this fact such importance is that for the
first time in many years in Chicago, a
genuine united front of working class
organizations was econstituted in

struggle on a specific issue affecting alll
The organizing committee that;
initiated the ‘conference was composed,; !
strange as it may seem, of the Unem-  ¢onference.

loyed Councils dominated by the Com.- ' tinctiom—the Workers League
o v 'this claim. We let the readers

.upon the examinaton of the material pre-
| sented.

workers.

munist party, the Chicago Committee on
Unemployment, controlled by the Social-
ist party, and the Workers League, rep-
resentative of the split-off section of the
Proletarian party.

That the whole incident is regarded
with utmost seriousness by our party
is illustrated by the fact that the columns’
of the Daily Worker contained lengthy
reports’ of the conference, the demonstra-i
tion, and topped this off by publishing'
a page article by Bill Gebert on the
“Lessons of Victory of Chicago Unem-

with the danger of war or become actu-
ally undesirable because any grave social
disturbance at the present juncture might
provoke war. No other interpretation of
the two Pravda éditorials is possible save
this strange paradox——that the Bolshevik
Kremlin today regards the growth of the
revolutionary movement in Europe with
real anxiety.”

Two days later, Mr. Duranty continues
with his instructive revelations, still in
the same key: “If peace can be main-
tained the Soviet government is confid-
ent the difficulties will be overcome and
that a year or two will bring compara-
tively smooth sailing (Duranty’s trans-
lation of Stalin-Molotov-Radek’s ‘‘class-
less socialist society”.—S8.), but a dis-
turbance now would be little short of dis-
astrous. More than any counfry in the
world the Soviet Union today finds peace
desirable and almost necessary.

“For this reason a grave revolutionary
outbreak in Germany or elsewhere looms

(Continued on page 4)

—A. 8.

yed United Front

ployed.” The Socialist party similarly
engaged in such an inner discussion. To
understand this heated discussion, we

will endeavor to examine the conference,
the demonstration and the post confer-
ence period.

Birth of the Movement
Without a doubt the birth of the con-

| ference was due entirely to the pressure
the | of the rank and file elements in all three

unemplioyment organizations, We shall
not here take part in the discussion as
to who were the prime initiators of the
The party claims this dis-
contests
judge

The unemployd in Chicago have

undergone severe suffering during these
i years of crisis. They have faced police
“clubs on numerous occasions. At othei
times they watched their comiades fall
by bullets. Starvation and misery was
and remains their lot. Those small num-
bers of workers receiving a measly sum
for relief suddenly found this relief cut
in half, It was this latest act which
caused a fermentation in the ranks of
the unemployed and was responsible for
the pressure put upon the leadership of
all three unemployed organizations, to
act. That is the only explanation as to
how a united front was organized through
the initiative of three organizations, two
of which were the Communists and So-
cialists.

The need for such united front action
has existed for a long time. It was not
brought about because of the opposition
of the Communist party and the Social-
ist party. The Socialist party refused
to participate in united front actions be-
cause they did not want to join in strug-
gle with the Communist party, because
they fear real struggles of the masses,
because their role in the workers move-
ment is in reality to check the militancy
of the working class. The party, whose
duty it was in the very beginning and
at all times to initiate such united front
action, was bound hand and foot by its
stupid, sectarian policy of the “united
front from below”. This policy, based
on the false conception of social Fascism,
which ascribed to all other organizations
and their membership a “counter-revolu-
tionary” role, resulted in conferences or-
ganized by the party which brought to
it only party organizations and party
members, but no broad masses Jf npou-
(Continued on page 8)
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Letters from Militants

Party and Opposition
in Pittsburgh

PITTSBURGH.—

The Left Opposition is on the go in
old Smokeytown. Our literature and
our propaganda are beginning to dig deep
into the sentiments of the Left wing
workers. “N.ol:xyism” is becoming &

by-word on the Hill, in the downtown]|

section, out in Oakland near the Pitt
campus and on Squirel Hill. The reason
is not hard to guess. After years of
crisis and after so many experience of
Stalinist bungling with the great possibi-
lities for Communist work among the
guffering and discontented proietariat,
Communist and non-Communist workers
are beginning to reflect upon causes.

They want to know why so little pro-
gress and so much backsliding has becn
the fate of the labor movement under
conditions favorable for its growth. They
want to know what the way out is. And
they are inevitably turning- to the ideas
that correctly analyze the past mistakes
and point the way to the right road for
the present and the future—to the ideas
of the Left Oppostion led by Leon Trot-
sky. Workers want to know what the
Bolshevik-Leninist Opposition stands for,
they are eager to become acquainted with
its Marxist program. Here are a few
examples:

Oppositien Holds Classés

Recently, two classes, one in the his-
tory of the Three Internationals—with
comrade Gordon as instructor and one in
the Fundamentals of Communism (in
the Greek language)—with comrade Sif-
akis as instructor, have leen organized
by the local committee of the Communist
League. Three sessions have already
been heid of the first and two of the
latter. Every session brings with it new
faces. All the workers who attend them
show a deeply gratifying interest. Com-
radely discussions take place, in which
supporters of the offical party policy take
the floor tor argument and rebuttal. All
the comrades are anxious to equip them-
selves with a Marxian education. Need-
les to say, the Stalinists have up to now

not even thought of couducting such
educational activities.
In addition, a Greek Workers Circle

has been organized which is going ahead
with planned activities.

Gordon Speaks Before Young Workers

On Sunday, October 16, comrade Sam
Gordon spoke before the Progressive
Youth Club, a young workers’ organiza-
tion up in the Hill section. A few words
are necessary for a description of this
club.

The Progressive Youth Club of Pitts-
vurgh was organized some seven or ecight
months ago te carry on social, sport and
cultural activities among the local work-
ing class youth. Its membership is of
a lively and spirited composition thor-
oughly proletarian in character and alert
in mind. Within the club, members and
supporters of the official party, support-
ers of the Left Opposition and a few
non-descript reactionary elements are ac-
tive. The latter have been campaigning
to “keep politics out of the organization”
and have been getting a measure of sup-
port from some of the members who are
still inexperienced and to whom the in-
evitable c_onnection between the activities
of the club and the forces of the class
struggle within capitalist society under
which it exists—has not yet become suf-
ficiently apparent, The party members,
equipped with the misleading and abor-
tive policies of Stalinism, have been con-
ducting a hard—but hopelessly muddled
-—fight for an enlightenment of the club
members and against the reactionary idea
of making the club “non-political”.

Oppositionist Gets Floor in Spite of

Machine Tactics

But, as in so many other instances,
the Stalinist line imposed upon the party
membership shows its real, back-sliding
and opportunist character, in fact—its
meaninglessness, whenever it bucks up
against the Left Opposition. And so,
on the Sunday in question, when comrade
Gordon was invited to take the floor by
several members of the organization and
by its secretary, a young party comrade
jumps up and objects. And here is the
strange point: He objects—mno doubt un-
der instructions from the bureaucrats—
on the grounds that Gordon is a ‘“Trotsky-
ist” and that a motion was passed at
some time or other not to have political
speakers take the floor at meetings.
(This was a comrade who had, as a mat-
ter of fact, led the fight against the “no-
politics” tendency). Harping, thereby, on
backward sentiments in the club, he suc-
ceeded in pushing through a motion not
to give the representative of the Left
Opposition the floor.

A short verbal skirmish took place
among the members only, in the course
of which, the workers supporting the de-
mand that Gordon be given the floor call-
ed for adjournment and invited all these
who wanted to listen, to stay. But the
party comrades had received their in-
structions. They were determined to
prevent the Left Opposition from being
heard, no matter for what length of
time, no matter on what subject. They
were ready to fight in their determina-
tion. In order to avoid a fist fight, the
sympathizers of the L. O. called upon
all these who wanted to hear Gordon
to adjourn to a nearby room.

The great majority of the club members
remained and took their places in the
next room. Even the party comrades de-
cided to stay. Comrade Gordon, referr-
ing to the incident of the evening, gave
a short half hour’s talk on the history of
the struggle for workers’ free speech and
proletarian democracy and on the signi-
ficance of the latter in preparing the
working class for the overthrow of its
mpitalist masters. He criticized the

manner and explained to them how their
previous action served a reactionary pur-
pose. All these present listened atten-
tively uutil he was through. None of
the party members took the floor in re-
buctal. One of their group even came
over to the speaker to shake hands with
LinL. ‘The meeting then came to a peace-
ful conclusion.
The “Freiheit’ Lies and Slanders
As Usual
In the KFreiheit of Tuesday, October 25,

there appears an account of this same
mceting, coupled with a venemous, un-
~crupulous attack upon our courageous
and fighting Pittsburgh comrade, comrade
Jim Sifakis, leading Greek worker. After
warning the Jewish workers on the Hill
to keep away from this “Trotskyist”
iiend, the Freiheit correspondent proceeds
to tell its readers that the “Trotskyist
speaker nearly provoked a fist fight and
wanted to break up the meeting”. This
is, of course—the OIgin sheet true to
color|. New York workers have long
been acquainted with the lying and slan-
derous character of its attacks against
the Left Oppostion. By the example of
this piece of reporting, the Pittsburgh
Jewish workers will have a chance to
judge for themselves,

Ahe workers of DPittsburgh, coming to-
wards Communism, will, we fear, yet
have many such actions and “reports”
before them Lo he able to decide amply
between the Stalinists and the Left Op-
position. They will learn that it is the
Stalinists who by their bungling, their
bureaueracy and their lies, are retarding
our Communist party and that it is the
Left Opposition alone that will eventu-
ally help make it the fighting mass party
of the proletariat which it should be.

—B. J.

New Protest Against

Stalin Bureaucrats

DAVENPORT, 10WA

To all Young Communist League and
Communist party members, sympathizers,
g friends:

To the Section Committee of the Young
Communist League and Communist Party,
Davenport, Rock Island and Moline Sec-
tion:

Dear Comrades:

The filteenth anniversary of the Rus-
sian revolution finds the revolutionary
movement in America and throughout the
world in perilous straits.

Dureaucracy has its stifling hold upon
the throat of the movement, choking all
initintive and life from the rank and file.
The rights of the membership are dis-
regarded. Important decisions are made
and changed without the voice of the
rank and file. This results in the inabil-
ity, ignorance, and the lack of initiative
on the part of the rank and file to carry
out decvisions and continue the progres-
sive work of the movement.

Discussion on theory and practice so
necessary for the healthy life of the
movement has been replaced by a mili-
tary-like discipline whose entire sub-
stance is bound by the word “‘obey”.
There is no objection to discipline —a
Communist discipline, a discipline of those
who know and understand the decisions,
their reason and importance.

There is a great need for study, dis-
cussion and consideration by the rank
and file to bring out a clearer under-
standing of the theory and practice of
our movement.

The entire movement is kept in a state
of ignorance and doubt on the latest de-
velopments of the critical situation in
Germany, China and the Union of So-
ciniist Moviet Republics.

Pureaucracy bloomed at the expulsion
of the International Left Opposition gnd
has since held sway throughout the Com-
munst International in the Communist
I'arty of America and in the Soviet Un-
ion. Since the death of Lenin, in the
struggle against the Left Opposition, bu-
reaucracy became dominant in the entire
apparatus of the Communist Internation-
al and continues today.

Bureaucracy is necessary for the Stal-
inist regime to hold sway. When bureau-
cracy is done away with, the party can
return to its former Leninist path. The
movement will revive and march to vic-
tory as in the days of Lenin.

Comrades, the struggle against the Left
Opposition constantly comes up through-
out the world and bhas been brought to
our attention locally. It is high time
that the rank and file make a thorough
study of the Left Opposition, its program
and point of view, and then examine the
program as drawn up by the present lead-
ership, their point of view and demand

party members in a direct but comradely

a discussion and convention correctly to
settle this question by the membership.
Comradely yours,

GEORGE MILLAGE.
E. E. THURSTON.
S. R. CLAUSSEN.
October 25, 1932.

Utica I.L.D. Fails
to Act

UTICA, N. Y.

1 am sending you a leaflet that speaks
for itself. I don't know whether or mnot
there has been anything in the Daily
Worker about this.

1 attended the Jmeeting of the local
branch of the I. L. D. the other night
and found the state of affairs shocking.
Six Utica workers were arrested last
July, when the police broke up an un-
employment demonstration. The men
were charged. with inciting to riot and
assault, and are now facing a ten to
fiiteen year jail term.

Apparently no real effort is being made
to save them from prison. As
vou can see from the sample en-
closed, the I. L. D. approach to the case

| is very general.

.group of about 6 or 7.
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It does not even tell
the Utica workers how to organize the
fight for the release of the men. Yet
here we have a real class-struggle case
that ought to be brought to the attention
of every worker. It is certainly of suf-
ficient importance to warrant the form-
ing of a special defense organization, It
should not be left in the hands of a small
I. L. D. committee and lumped in with
other cases for general propaganda pur-
poses.

At the time of the six men’s arrest,
a representative from the I. L. D. was
sent here in connection with the case,
but soon left the city, after having made
the local comrades understand that they
must handle the matter themsleves, the
I 1. D. central committee having too
many other matters to attend to else-
where (!).

The comrades here are all foreign-born,
with very little experience in defense or-
ganization. Ten members were present
at the meeting I attended, and they ap-
peared to be very pessimistic in regard
to organizing a broad united front for
the defense. Two of these arrvested
are still in jail, the other four being out
on $5,000 bail each. They have a law-
yver, but he has notified them that he
will drop the case unless he receives
more cooperation.

The defense committee gave in their
report at the meeting, and several mem-

bers then spoke on the report. Their!

speeches consisted largely of questions,’
such as: Why don’t we get more support?

Why doesn't the I. L. D. grow? Why
do the workers desert us?
not build a broad united front? Why
are we so isolated from the workers?
Why is the L. L. D., which is supposed
{o be a mass organization, only composed
of party members whose meetings are
mere duplications of branch meetings?

These were all significant questions,
coming from sincere workers willing to
learn and to do something for their class
—a real good proletarian element, 1
thought. So when they were through
putting their questions, I got the floor
and attempted to give them an answer.
1 gave a little history of the I. L. D.
and an outline of the party's mistakes.
In contrast to what would happen in
New York, where 1. L. D. members have
been poisoned aghimst. the Opposition,
1 was well received and was even ap-
pointed on the defense committee. 1
proposed thut a letter be drawn up and
sent to the gecretaries of all unions and
working class organizations in Utieca, and

that an open letter be distributed to the,

members of these organizations to in-
sure that the letter to the officials should
not be ‘‘forgotten”.

I don't kuow how long I will be able
to stay in Utica to follow up the work,
as I haven't got a job yet, but I will
do all I can while I am here.

—GADFLY.

The Pittsburgh

(Continued from page 1)
half-hearted and lame arguments, all of
them calculated and discredit the Opposi-
tion and all certain to reflect more
surely on the stupid and servile
character of those who made them, as the
every day struggle continues to prove the
correctness of the Leninist position of
the League. Finally, the discussion was
summed up by Mjyerscough, who softly
sidle-stepped all the political issues, and,
torced to defend himself for forgetting
altogether about the great lessons of the
Chicago incident resorted to picking
up the cheap slanders of those who pre-
ceded him. No votes on policy were
taken. Resowutions were relegated to the
last point in the order of business.

29 to 1—An Insufficient Majority for the
Bureauerats against the Leninist
Oppositon
Next, the conference proceded to elect
an executive committee. Comrade Jim,

Sifakis, of the Pittsburgh branch of the:

C. L. A, was nominated among others.!

Immediately another flurry started among!
the party members. The committee was
supposed to consist of 25 members. 23
were nominated and accepted and a vote |
was in point. But Sifakis was among;
the 25 and it was impossible for the !
pureaucrats to stomach even this lone
Left Oppositionist on the conference
body. The “leaders” immediately got
into a huddle and hit upon this clever‘
maneuver to keep the League out of the
committee: There were not enough Wo-i
men workers on the committee!  And
with this, nominations were once again
opened. Once the nominations were re-
opened, representatives of the National
Student League, the Musteite Citizens
Council and any number of other organi-
zations were asked to add their represen-
tatives to the committee. And then the
fight against the Opposition’s nominee
began in earnest. The Stalinist repre-
sentatives did not shrink from the worat
methods of slander, provocation and
demagogy in this fight, in which the sec-
urity of the Stalinist “line” was threat-
ened—on a committee of 30—by a single
Communist League militant! Significant
enough.

Comrade Sifakis took the floor to de-
fend his candidacy. Again the Lenin
policy of the Left Opposition was brought

before the conference, our comrade re-
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Des Moines, lowa -

For the Left

DES MOINES, IOWA.—

Another pillar-albeit a very diminutive
one—of the rotting structure of the
Stalinist system has just fallen. In Des
Moines a good half of the membership
—11 to 12—are in revolt against lies and
bureaucracy. They refuse to be bullied
or terrorized, insist upon their rights, are
studying the cause of the Left Opposition
calmly and objectively. A few others
are in the process of becoming convinced
but all vigorously protest bureaucracy
and demand our reinstatement into the
party. Already we two, Barach and
Gottlieb, have been expelled, with one
other Gay. Three whose probationary
periods expire this week, will no doubt
be expelled. And with these a larger
To the party
functionaries it looks, indeed, as if the
members are intoxicated, have gone mad,
or else are excessively ‘“weak” and so
have succumbed to our “wily demagogy”
(although why they—the great almighty
Poobahs with all the power of the appar-
atus and their overwelming correctness
of principle should not be able to more
than counteract this, is left unexplained).
But the members themselves feel not in
the least intoxicated, mad, or “weak” but
rather as if they were just shaking off
the spell of fake promises and glittering
appearances and have at last seen and
experienced the perfidious, disgusting
essence of Stalinism.

Comrade Barach and myself were un-
animously admitted into the party on
Sept. 12 by Unit 2 even though in our
statement we stated clearly that we were

Oppositionists and would remain so, but
still would obey party discipline, etec.
It was due to the fact that we had worked
along with them in the mass work, ar-
ranging for and speaking at meetings,

Hunger Mar?:h Conference

minding theé delegates, many of whom
knew him from the past, of his long re-
cord of militancy in the Pittsburgh rev-
olutionary workers movement. The party
speakers, under Stalinist influence, were
then forced to grasp—as to a last straw
—on the word “Opposition” in the official
name of our organization, to make a dem-
agogic appeal to the sentiments of the
audience, stressing that “Opposition”
means—a desire to disrupt.

Comrade Gordon again took the floor,
to tear down the veil of demagogy and
to bring the discussion once more up to
a political plane. He reiterated the Left
Opposition's unemployed platform, stress-
ed again our loyal desire to cooperate in
the work of the econierence committee,
in any case, and called upon the delegates
to put the Communist League to the
test in actual every-day struggle, to
judge it and its policies on that basis.

Myerscough once again summed up the
discussion. Forced at first to argue
politically, he repeated the Stalinist myth
of the “united front from below” as
against the Opposition’s Leninist united
front policy. Heckled and forced to re-
treat there, he stopped to an attack upon
our Illinois comrades. Interrupted in
his slunders there, he finally resorted to
sterile demagogy borrowed from the pre-
vious Stalinist speakers, revolving around
the siander about the word “Opposition”.
This closed the discussion and a vote
was taken. In spite of all the efforts of
the Stalinists, they were able to obtain
only some 30 votes against Sifakis, most
of the others abstaining and 7 voting for
the Left Opposition candidate.

In spite of all these provocations, the
Left Opposition was the first to pledge
4 definite sum in financial support of
the Unemployed Conference. The con-
ference then adjourned with a hasty read-
ing of resolutions. Others wanting to
propose resolutions were magnanimously
invited to bring these to the committee’s
headquarters.

The Left Oppositon’s action at the
conference will not remain without ef-
fect on the revolutionary workers of
Pittsburgh. An important wedge for the
Leninist regencration of the Communist
movement and for the progress of revolu-
tionary labor movement in Pittsburgh
has been driven.

Opposition

distributing leaflets and in our speeches
and conversations explaining Communism
and the tasks of the work, that they
could see that we were proletarian rev-
olutionists and thercfore should be in
the party.

Helping this out was the newness of
the party in the city (6 months), so that
the bureaucracy was not yet developed
and strong, the members were not poison-
ed by slander against us, arguments of
reason acocrdingiy cxerted some force.
Lastly members, still uncorrupted, had
a lively sense of workers’ democracy
and justice to which we could successful-
1y appeal.
However, 5 days later, 2 days before
the next unit meeting, we received the
following note under a personil signa-
ture from Meinz Schroeter, the section
orgunizer: “Your application for mem-
bership into the party with your state-
ment denouncing (literally) Trotsky’s
theories and tactics in the U. 8., has been
received. You are refused admission in-
to the Communist party'. This note,
which provoked outspoken resentment
among the members, was characterized
in a resolution of the unit as containing
an “open brazen lie (that we denounced,
when we upheld), an insolent attempt to
usurp authority (refusing us membership
under a personal signature), a bureau-
cratic overriding of the proper procedure
and will of the unit.” And Schroeter,
its author, on the strength of this and
some similar misdeeds was censured and
condemned and was warned ‘“that if his
behavior weren't corrected, more drastic
steps would be taken.” Ile was removed
from his position as delegate of Unit 2
to the City Central. It’'s been a long
time since a unit has asserted itself like
this. Just think....a loyal Stalinist

functionary so sharply reprimanded! The

‘Why can we

Our Club FPlan

MILITANTBUILDERS

SLECOND PHASE OF THE
CLUB PLAN

The Militant is still desperately in
need of financial assistance. If it is to
appear regularly as a weekly we must
puild a sounder financial base under it.
This is primarily a question of circu-
lation. That of course rests on political
factors. For the moment we are leaving
these aside. We are concentrating on
the question of promotion, of building
a larger circulation.

It iy in this connection that we want
to introduce here the second phase of the
ciub plan. You will frequently run
across workers and people sympathetic

to the Lelt Opposition who are sub-
scribers themselves, have all our liter-
ature and who are willing to donate

money to us but are unwilling to give
money without getting sowmething in re-
tupn.

It is our idea to put them to work
through the club plan to increase the cir-
culation of the Militant, How can this
be done? Very simply. We have on
hand one thousand cards ready to ship
when ordered. These cards sell for fifty
cents apiece. Across the top rums this
legend : Ioxchange this card for one half-
year sub to the Militant. Sample below.

Anyone who sends in one of these cards
with his name and address filled out
will be entered on the Militant mailing
list as a subscriber. How does he get
this card? In this way. Suppose you
approach a worker and ask him for a’
donation of two or more dollars. He
says: O. K., but I want something for
this money. I have a sub to the Mili-
tant. I have all of your literature.
What are you going to give me?”

To this comrade we say: “Very well.
We understand your feelings and we have
just the thing you want. If you give
us two dollars we will give you four of
these paid cards. Kach one is good for
a half-year sub to the Militant. Now
you can do whatever you want with these
cards. You can sell them to workers and
people you know, one at a time; or you
can give them away to workers who can
then send them in to the office and be
entered as subseribers; or you can sell
them en bloe to workers' organizations.
1t is up to you to dispose of them as
you can and please. i

Now what are the advantages of this
arrangement? First: the Militant sells
these P’aid Sub Cards ONLY on a cash
basis. Thus we get money in advance.
This is a very important point as all
can see. Second: these Paid Sub Cards
are sold by the Militant in blocs of not
less than four at one time. This makes
{he minimum sale $2. The purchaser can
resell them aceording to his opportunity
en bloes or singly. When he succeeds in
selling them he can reorder more from
the Militant. Third: workers get a fifty
percent reduction in the price of a half-
vear sub. Everybody gets something
and the Militant gets a boost on its up-
ward climb toward a bigger circula-
tion.

—_——

Now some points about the idea. The
cards are known as Paid Sub Cards. They
are sold by the Militant only on a cash
basis. ‘They are sold by the Miitant in
blocs. The minimum number in a bloc
is four. There is no maximum. These
cards apply only to new subs. They do
not apply to renewals. The worker who
has one of these cards given to him or
sold to him has only to fill in his name
and address and send it in to the Militant
to be entered as a subscriber. Nothing
more is required from him. A comrade
who buys a bloc of these cards is a
Militant Builder.

As we said we have 1,000 of these
ards.  In money that means $500. How
long will it take us to convert these
potential assets into cash? Let us see.
We will keep a record in these columns.
Now who will be the first? .

THE STAFF TO DATE

Comrade Vomas is no longer the un-
disputed leader of the staff. The Chic-
ago Friends of the Militant Club shot in
8 subs on two club plan blanks and shot
into a tie for the leadership. That is
the way we like to sce it go. A cut and
dried affair has no interest in it. This
looks like a lively race. We shall see.

Chicago Friends of
the Militant Club

P. Vomas

B. Morgenstern

V. R. Dunne

H. Nash

W. Krehm

H. A.

II. Capelis

M. Gottlieb

J. Hamilton

W. Konikow

0. Coover

8. Lessin

J. Sifakis

A. Joel

E. McMillen

A. Millen

J. Weber

J. Ross

C. Shechet

12
12
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The record by cities also was changed

from what it was two issues ago. Min-
neapolis is no longer in first place. Chic-
ago has outstripped it. But this is not
for long, say our comrades up there.
Queen sabe as the Spanish say? We
shall see this too.

Chicago 24

Minneapolis 20

Pittsburgh 16

Toronto 10

Boston TO

Philadelphia 8

Montreal 7

St. Louis 4

Des Moines 4

As we foretold New York is moving up.
Slowly, you say? Right but what counts
is who c¢rosses the tape first at the end

of the race; and things which have great
bulk and travel long distances pick up
speed as they go along. Watch our dust,

PAID sSUB CARD

Exchange This Card For One

Half-Year Sub to the Militant

to the Militant

50

C

Good for One Half-Year Sub

$1.00 a-Half-Year
without this card)
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members, you see, had not yet been in-
troduced to the culinary art as Stalin
practices it....

This incident, it is true, is in itself
comparatively unimportant, especially
sceing that the letter condemned itself by
its tone and substance anyway. But
what kind of a party is it many asked,
which has leaders who can attempt such
little “maneuvers”? Can functionaries
of this sort gain the confidence and re-
spect of the workers of Des Moines, can
«hey lead those workers through difficult
pattles, and stand those acid tests and
tense strains when they are of such a
puny moral stature? And this isn’t the.
exception, the comrades knew. Weren't:
the higher-ups notified and was Schroe-
der reprimanded or recalled?

Incidcents of a similar order followed in
quick successions. The unit meeting of
Sept. 19 admitted us despite the protest
of Schroeter, who disrupted the meeting
and walked out when he was outvoted.
The following evening a special unit
meeting was called by the City Central,
out of which we were violently ejected,
while another comrade, Gay, was expelled
by the City Central whirh met before the
unit meeting—a City Central in which
sat and voted Srhroeter, who had been
recalled the day before. Ten other mem-
bers, protesting this use of violence and
bureaucracy walked out after Gay and
ws.

The following week, in a more or less
packed and hastily called meeting of the
entire Des Moines membership, Enlick,
the 100 percenter railed and stormed for
an hour and a half with a long sum-
mary, and her supporters granted her
another 50 minutes while we were just
granted a meager 40 minutes (they first
wanted to make it 20). We were expel-
led with Gay, 3 others put on probation
and the rest warned, and all this, despite
the packed meeting and lack of time, by
only a slim majority of one—10 to 9.
“Do we not have democracy in the
party?’ Erlich protested, “do not the
members elect the functionaries at con-

Address

ew York City

6 weeks.

State .......

ventions and meetings?’ Hear—Q stupid

one—the essence of democracy consists
least of all in the bare right of elec-
tions. Did not Napoleon secure the
“sanction”’ of the people of KFrance to
his becoming Emperor by submitting it
to a referendum or plebiscite? Do not
the workers of America have the bare
right of election? 1ls this democracy?
Haven’'t we always insisted and been
taught that true democracy needed a
basis of full unhampered preiiminary
uiscussion, submission of documents, and
the right of opposition, for it is to be
real?t Have we not always insisted that
without this you have a mockery, a hol-
low sham, but no democracy?

“And look,” she said “they disrupt
the unity, they aiienate the members
irom the leaders, they undermine the
confidence of the members in the lead-
ers’  The tirst is of course an empty
phrase. But to the second and third
we are proud to plead guilty. Whence
this concern over the trust and confidence
of the member? Whence this kowtowing
to the leaders? Learn from Lenin’s and
Luxemberg’s struggle! As if by trying
up the destinies of the movement with
the leaders of the present moment—we
are best guiding it. And what a fragile
trust it must be that can be so easily
dissolved? What a crew of leaders!

Another feature worth mentioning: the
party although here all summer has been
woefuily backward in its educational
tasks, there not being one study, lecture
or open forum class to its credit (just
street meetings), despite the fact that
the members are new.... We immedi-
ately strted a study class in the A B O
of Communism and a lecture class in the
History in the Opposition. So it wasn't
peculiar that one of the contacts defined
us an ‘“‘educated Communist.”

What happened in Des Moines shows
that the Opposition must reach these
units and districts where at present it

is unknown, because here is a moat
fruitful field. We must redouble our
effort. —M. GOTTLIEB
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Class Trends

We return to the election for the pur-
pose of discussing the class motion re-
vealed by the election. We have already
dealt with the results on the basis of
the partial returns. What we are inter-
ested in is the relation of forces below
the democratic and republican parties.
The relation of reform and revolution and
the motion of the working class caused by
the prolonged crisis.

Throughout the country and particu-
larly in New York and New York City
there has been a tendency of the voters
to cross regular party lines. To cut up
and down the ballots. To protest against
the unbearable conditions, Tammany was
hard hit by the protest vote for Hill-
quit and McKee,

The capitalist papers voicing the opin-
lons of the capitalists, uphold this pro-
test because they desire a reduction of
tax and more drastic measures against
the workers who menaced their return
to “prosperity”. The workers, says the
capitalists, want a “dole” and a *"bonus”
and a better living standard—that ‘‘can-
not” be paid if markets are to be ob-
tained on a lower level of world com-
pet'ition.

The capitalist papers spoke of this pro-
test and cutting across party lines as
a return to a i!‘sane vote” of men and
women who vote for the “best man”.
The economie trend has swallowed up
the bourgeois “individualism” and this
return to voting for the best man gives
the capitalists the impression this is a
return to their happy past and a relief
from the present which is already very
unsatisfactory.

This is the bourgeois concept of the
problem, but it is incorrect. In reality
it is the expression of the capitalists’
desires. ‘When party lines of reaction
break, the safest thing for the two party
system is to talk about voting for the
best man, The capitalists will always
see that the democratic or republican
party, or if necessary the socialist party,
will have the “best man”, when the be-
ginning process of the motion of the
class shifts the workers to the lLeft, into
the stream of class struggle.

The protest vote of the election, the
cutting across party lines considering the
many forms of disenfranchisement and
counting out of the Communist party
shows that the motion of the class in the
last three years is to the Left. An ideo-
logical .change in the class is taking place
following the enconomic changes. 'The
capitalists desire to hold the working
class into safe channels is well served
by the best man theory,

The ideological hold reaction had upon
the workers has been shaken. Large
layers of our class have cut themselves
loose. They are grouping for a way out.
The molecular process has started. The
crystalizing pole of reaction has lost its
power. The political lag of the class is
being narrowed by the present events.

Roosevelt, the “best man” was a suit-
able net to hold in check the bulk of
discontent. It has slowed the process to
the left but has not stopped the process
and the centrifugal force away from re-
action. So far, the new crystalizing
poles of reform and revolution have not
been able to pull the main whirling class
motion itself. However, one thing can
be said at this stage—that there will be
a bitter fight between reform and rey-
olution for the lead in transforming the
centrifugal force of the class away from
reaction to centripetal forces for re-
form and revolution. Which of the two
poles, reform or revolution, will obtain
the decigsive lead in the coming period
will to the greatest degree depend upon
the Communist party, its program and
tactics in the class struggle.

It is not a two cornered fight between
reform and revolution, with the factions
and divisions within each camp as well
as between these two camps. Reaction

in Elections

still has a word. More than once, in the
their hold upon the masses. But more
than once they have been able to trans-
form this centrifugal force into centri-
petal force, subjecting the American
worker ideologicaly to new bonds. And
in this problem of regaining lost ground,
the economic factors were not the only
factors favoring the capitalists. The in-
ability of the revolutionist to pose the
question and answer it by Marxism, in
theory and practice has done its share
to help the capitalists.

In 1912 “Teddy” Roosevelt’'s “revolt”
was able to prevent the molecular pro-
cess of our class motion from moving
to the next stage, to crystalizing chan-
nels. The war played its role and then
in 1924 Lalollete and the “independent
political actionists” repeated this ser-
vice for the capitalists. F. D. Roosevelt
plays his part today, as the “best man”.
In this latter period, after the war the
American Communist were taking steps
forward, but with the warped coneept
of Farmer-Labor party and slogan of a
Labor party we helped reformism build
a wall between the molecular motion of
the class to the left and its crystaliza-
tion into the camp of revolution.

Today the opportunist platform of 1932
of the Communist party repeats this in
a different form,

This time reaction will not have such
a favorable opportunity. KEconomics has
moved ahead and does not favor the
capitalists in the relation of class forces.
The contradictions are far too great.

The center of the axis is moving to the
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left and the educated capitalists know
that a regrouping and stop gap at the
point of reform is g thousand times bet-
ter than a crystalizing point at revolu-
tion and class struggle.

The Staliistns inability to understand!

the relation of reform to revolution in
the American link of the world capi-
talist chain, although playing into the
hands of reaction, nevertheless is not
sufficient for the capitalists to readjust
their forces on the same central axis.

The driving forces of the economic con-
tradictions are greater than the blun-
ders of Stalinism. However, the Stalin-
ists blunders does not enable us to make
a clean sweep from reaction to revolu-
tion, rather, it helps the reformers hold
these workers between reaction and rev-
olution.

In order to take advantage of the cen-
trifugal forces within the camp of reac-
tion and obtain this motion around our
orbit we must have a Marxian program
and tactics. Living on the heritage of
the October revolution has its power but
in the long run cannot replace a Marx-
ian program. If we do not correct
these Stalinists blunders, in theory and
practice, in time the quantity gain of the
reformers and the socialist will transform
to “quality” for reaction. If we do cor-
rect these mistakes a quautity and
QUALITY gain for the Communists will
drag with it a quantity gain for the
reformers but not a quality gain.

The next election like the present
election will merely raise the curtain
to show how succéssful we have been
in the task of exposing the enemy and
building our own structure. The present
election does not speak so well for the
Communists. It speaks better for social
reformism.

HThe Arresfof Com

(Continued from page 1)

K. M. T. is g Fascist party in its rela-
tion to the workers and poor peasants.
But Chiang no longer trusts the K. M.
T. and is compelled to lead an independ-
ent political existence. This is sympto-
matic of the fact that the K, M. T. is in
the process of disintegration. Therefore
the edge of the “Blue Shirts Association”
is directed more against Chiang’s political
opponents inside the K M T. This as-
sociation has its “blood and iron groups”
in Nanking, Hankow and Shanghai, to
initiate the “movement of extermination
of opponents” or the “blue tdrror”
They make secret arrests and assassing’
attacks. The cadres for this “blue”
movement, Chiang Kai-Shek draws from
two sources: (1) the former Whampoo
cadets; (2) the students from Moscow.
Chiang Kai-Shek often gives high pay to
those renegades and Moscow students, He
often puts the question to them: How did
Stalin eliminate Trotsky? His press
openly advocates that he should apply
the same methods to his political adver-
saries as Stalin did to Trotsky, or Mus-
solini to Nitti. There are now more
than 300 Moscow students in Chiang’s
service, They are fighting for the non-
capitalist development of China and the
land to the peasants. Of course, not
only Chiang Kai-Shek but other groups
of the K. M. T.—under one cover or an-
other, social democracy, peasants’ and
workers’ party, ete.—draw recruits from
the renegades from Communism. Owing
to the absence of mass movement, these
attempts have not come out into the open
but group themselves around various
magazines,

The entry of these renegades into the
K. M. 1. is the outcome of the Stalin-
ist school of educaton. The Stalinist
school suppresses free speech and free
thinking, obligates the students to mem-
orize the Marxian-Leninist catechisms
mechanically, without understanding
their inner connections, without remold-
ing the mind, only disorients the best ele-

ments in our own ranks, facilitates it for

Japan in Manchuria

Manchuria is twice the size of Japan
proper but it has one-half the population.
In resources it resembles closely Canada
with its wide prairies, suitable for the
growing of wheat and other grains. Only
one-half the arable land of Manchuria
is under cultivation and yet Manchuria
is already the great food granary of
the East. Its cattle, timber, minerals
are vastly important to Japan’s economy.
For this reason 77 p. ¢. of the total
Japanese capital invested in China, is
invested in Manchuria. The South Man-
churia Railway and its allied concerns
absorb 54 p. c¢. of the Manchurian in-
vestment. Its control of the economic
life of Manchuria is undisputed.

In any conflict between Japan and
any other power—the U. 8. or Soviet
Russia—Manchuria and its control would
prave vital to Japanese defense. But
it is also the base for further Japanese
aggression. Once her power in Manch-
uria is consolidated, she would then pene-
trate into Inner and Outer Mongolia,
and into the Far Eastern regions of the
U. 8. 8. R. With utmost care, the Jap-
anese generals ware preparing for the

~conflict they see as inevitable with So-

viet Russia. They have utilized the pre-
sent crisis, when America and England
are occupied with their internal woes,
and when the Soviet Union is complete-
ly absorbed in its Five Year Plan, to
take the first preparatory pteps. Not
an unimportant part was played in their
decislon by the growing Chinese immi-
gration to Manchuria. In his 1927 docu-
ment Premier Tanaka stated: “The num-

JAPAN

Its Rise from Feudalism to Capitalist Imperialism

and the Development of the Proletariat
By Jack Weber

ber of Chinese grows so rapidly in
South Manchuria that our political and
economic interests sustain losses. We
are compelled in the circumstances to
take aggressive measures in North Man-
churia in order to safeguard our pro-
sperity in the future. But if the Chi-
nese-KBastern Railway, belonging to So-
viet Russia, develops in this district,
then our uew continental policy will
receive a blow which will inevitably
bring about conflict with Soviet Russia
in the near future-—The Chinese-Eastern
Railway will become ours and we shall
seize Kirin just as we seized Dairen. It
scems that the inevitability of crossing
swords with Russia on the fields of Mon-
golia in order to gain possession of the
wealth of North Manchuria is part of
our program of national development.”
Strategic Railways

Japan’s feverish activities in Manch-
uria center about the building of three
important railways, important strategiec-
ally and economically., These railways
are designed to permit quick concentra-
tion of troops in Manchuria as well as
effcetive mobility in warfare. The plans
for these roads were made years before
the actual invasion of Manchuria. They
are designed to undermine economically
the Chinese-Kastern railway and to faci-
litate the immigration of Koreans into
Manchuria. How these Koreans are to
be used as tools is made abundantly
clear by Tanaka: *If the Koreans come
to this district we must offer them fin-
ancial support through our trust societies
and other financial organizations. These
organizations must have property rights,
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(Continued from page 1)
party workers. It was this policy that
isolated the Party from the masses at
the time when the party should stand
at the helm of working class movement,
Then how is it possible for the party
which maintained up to the Chicago con-
ference and continues to maintain even
now, officially and nationally, the policy
of the “united front from below”, to
enter into a genuine movement of this
character, to negotiate with the “leaders
of these organizations”. How did it come
about that the Socialist party which has
always stood in the way of genuine uni-
ted actions of the working masses, like-
wise took part in the preparation and
organization of the Chicago united front
movement? The explanation is to be
sought in the worker-members of these
organizatons who put pressure upon the
leaderships and demanded an end to the
trifling with their problems.
Workers Respond to Call

The call for the conference signed by
the three organizations met with a huge
response everywhere. The masses react-
ed as never before, and the conference
bore testimony of this fact. 750 dele-
gates representing 850 organizatons made
up the conference. Included in the con-
ference were over 40 church organiza-
tions composed entirely of unemployed
workers, the Farmer-Labor Party, the
A. F. of L., fraternal organizations,
the TUUL. Upon the invitation of the
Workers League, the Chicago branch of
the Communist League sent two dele-
gates who were seated, quite obviously
only because of the presence of such a

alien elements to adopt protective col-
ors, and at the decisive moment,—they
turn against us. The Stalinist school
does not educate the new generation from
the point of view of Communism, i. e.,
of permanent revolution, but from the
point’of view of vulgar democracy, i. e,
class collaboration. Stalin’s policy is
always directed towards weakening the
position of the C. P. and strengthening
that of the enemy. It is disastrous in-
deed that during the revolutionary as-
cent, the Chinese party as a whole was
put at the disposal of the K. M. T. and
during the counter-revolutionary triumph,
a part of its forces serve the K. M. T. as

‘traitors. Re-education ig needed to turn

us into genuine Communist but under
the blows of reaction and the prejudices
sown for years, this is an extremely dif-
ficult task, which accounts for the slow
progress the Chinese Opposition has been
making.

Chen’s Record of Struggle

Comrade Chen has been the most pro-
minent figure in the Chinese revolution-
ary movement for the last fifteen years.
Born in 1879 of a rich Mandarin family,
he carried on revolutionary activities
from the time of his youth, mainly in the
literary field, as the editor of news-
papers and teacher of middle schools.
He was abroad in Japan several times.
At that time the revolution was directed
at the Manchu dynasty, and it was na-
tional and democratic.
of 1911 ended in a failure, in the setting
up of the military dictatorship of Yuan
Shi Kai and then Tuan Chi Jui. The
former capitulated before Japanese im-
perialsm on the “21 demands”; the latter
was a notorious puppet of Japan.

Comrade Chen, in distinction from the
quasi-revolutionists of that time, of the
Sun Yat Sen type who aimed to over-
throw Yuan Shi Kai and Tuan Chi Jui
by military adventures, set himself the
task of winning the youth by devoting
himself to propaganda work. He found-
ed the monthly called “La Juenesse”

(The Youth), which played a most im-

and the Koreans will be limited to the
right to work upon the land. Formally,
however, the Koreans must have property
rights....Thus we shall, unnoticed, gain
the control of the best rice plantations
which our immigrants, i. e., the Japanese,
must receive. They will have to displace
the Koreans, who in their turn, will seek
new lands which, in the future, will also
come into the hands of our people.”
What of the Chinese Revolution?

The Japanese can succeed in their
blood and iron policy aside from the
jealous intervention of the other imper-
ialists, only when the Chinese revolution
fails utterly, that is, if the Chinese work-
ers fail to take the power in the near
future, leading the peasantry in revolt.
The repercussion of such a revolution
on the Japanese workers and peasants
would, under present conditions, be in-
stantaneous and profound. This problem
will require our attention in a later
article.

Japan and the U. S.

In its policy of imperialist expansion
Japan has come into direct conflict time
and again with all the other imperialist
powers. But particularly is this the case
with respect to the U. S. since the Russo-
Jap War. Today the question of war be-
tween these two imperialist states is
openly discussed in the press of the en-
tire world. The problem of imperialist
war is frequently posed by Communists
in such a manner as to posit a race be-
tween the outbreak of this U. S.-Jap war
and war against the Soviet Union. The
Stalinist method of approaching the pro-
blem of defending the Soviet Union, tak-
ing into account this impertalist rivalry
(properly so!) has led however to such
incorrect an ddangerous expedients as
that of having the U. 8. Communist party
demonstrate before the Japanese consul-
ates wth the demand for expulsion of the
Japanese representatives. Such s meth-
od of approach is best calculated to mis-
lead the working class.

The population of Japan, static for

The revolution'

portant role in the history of Chinese
culture and social movement. In the
name of science and democralcy, he
waged a merciless war against the teach-
ings of Confucius which, as a tradition
for 3,000 years, hindered the develop-
ment of revelutionary thought among the
youth., “La Jeunesse” also contributed
to the reform of the Chinese language,
to replace the old dead language in liter-
ary composition by the spoken language;
this had the same significance as the re-
placement of Latin by the vernacular
languages in Europe in the 16th century.
Since then, writing is no longer for g
small number of scholars but rather for
the masses. This period (1916-1919)
called the period of “ideological revolution
aud literary revolution” paved the way
for the development of the mass move-
ment, beginning with the anti-Japanese
student demonstration on May 4, 1919,
During this period, comrade Chen, as
dean of the Literature Department of
the Ieking University, was forced to re-
sign beeause his literary activities arous-
ed strong opposition among the conserva-
tive cireles, just as they aroused the
mass movement and revolutionized the
mind of the youth.

It is characteristic that the Kuo Min
Tang, at the head of which stood Sun
Yat Sen, even at that time looked upon
the ideological and literary revolution
with suspicion, met it half-way, and fol-
lowed it when it became popular. Need-
less to say, the K. M. 1. government tries
every means today to restore the dign-
ity of Confucianism and to spread the
use of dead language in writing

At the height of the student anti-Jap-
anese movement, comrade Chen, a former
professor but an ardent revolutionist,
wrote a leaflet denouncing the treacher-
ous Tuan Chi Jui government and he—
the only one to do so—distributed the
leafiets in the streets of Peking in order
to direct the movement against its inter-
nal foe. He was thereupon arrested and
put in prison for several months. After
Lis release, he went to Shanghai and

[the two hundred years preceding the
Restoration, has doubled during the last
sixty-five years. The birth rate of Japan
is so extremely high that despite the
high death rate there is an anual increase
of population of 750,000. Of this number
less than 10 percent have been annually
absorbed into industry, leaving the re-
mainder to find a place ultimately in an
agricultural economy already overburden-
ed under the present system and unable
to provide food for the people of Japan.
The Japanese government has been forced
to approve, tacitly, of measures for birth
control and to encourage emigration.
Those who emigrate, particularly to
Brazil and other South American coun-
tries are given 300 yen, providing they
agree to renounce their citizenship and
not to return to Japan. But these mea-
sures have not helped. Nor has there
been much of a movement to colonize
Manchuria where the climate is too rigor-
ous and the food too different from that
to which the Jap is accustomed. The
Japs prefer warmer lands where rice is
readily grown. Hence their great inter-
est in the 7,000 islands making up the
Archipelago of which the Phillipines
form a part, sparsely populated compared
to Japan itself. The Japanese govern-
ment has designs also on the thousands
of islands (five times the area of Japan)
in the East Indian Archipelago.
The Philippines

These islands, seized by the United
States at the same time that China was
being threatened with partition among
the European powers in 1898, form the
first obstacle to Japan’s ‘“place in the
sun”, The islands contain iron ores but
no coal, these ores now forming one
source of supply for Japan. The United
States is interested in exploiting the
Philippines for the producton of rubber,
S0 as to break the irritating monopoly of
the Bvitish and Dutch. Furthermore,
the Philippines form the outpost for
U. 8. imperialism in the Far East.

(To Be Continued)

Stalinist Turn in

wide varieiy of organizations and work-
ers who resented any effort on the part
of the party to unseat us.

The Conference had hardly convened
when difficulties arose. This was to be
expected. A gathering composed of so
many conflicting organizations and poli-
tical movements could not but go through
deep antagonism and struggle. ‘What
was clear from the outset was the de-
velopment of a Left wing group under
the leadership of the Communist party
and a Right wing group headed by the
Socialists. The Left wing was in the
great majority. But from the very be-
ginning the party made the error of de-
siring to “capture” the conference, al-
though it was quite clear that by virtue
of numbers alone the Left wing domin-
ated the conference. The election of a
chairman brought the conference into its
first crisis. Having previously agreed
upon Karl Lochner, representing the Un-
employed Councls, as secretary, the or-
ganizing committee referred the election
of the chairman to the floor of the con-
ference. The non-party elments proposed
the election of a temporary chairman un-
til such a time as the credential com-
mittee reported on the number of dele-
gates. The party insisted upon a per-
manent chairman from the outset, and
for whom everybody present at the con-
ference, whether delegate or not, sup-
porting the party, cast a ballot during
the first vote. The farce was too obvious
and upon protests from various delegates
a revote cut the number of “delegates”
in half. Even then the Left wing vote
was in a majority.

rade Chen

there he founded the Communist party
in 1920, with several comrades, most of
whom later became renegades and went
into the K. M. T. He was arrested twice
by the anthorities of the French conces-
sion in 1921 and 1922. The last time he
was released only because the authorities
bowed to the pressure of many mass
organizations.
Chen and the Epigones

In 1922, he attended the Fourth Con-
gress of the Communist International as
the delegate from the Chinese party.
Later on, a leading comrade told me
that he made remarkable progress when
he returned to China. What an immense
development he would have experienced
and how easily the tragic fate that was
suffered, might have been averted, had
there been a correct-' leadership in the
Comintern! Kis role in the Chinese rev-
olution of 1925-27 is well known, 1 only
wish to remind here that up to May
1927, -at the 8th Plenum of the C, I.,
Stalin and Bucharin still defended com-
rade Chens policy against the criticism
of the Opposition. The Chinese Com-
munist Party was called a model. But
séveral months later, when the defeat
of the revolution was too evident, Stalin
and Bueharin suddenly threw all the
responsibilty upon comrade Chen. Even
if their contentions wer true, that com-
rade Chen in opposition to the ‘“correct”
directives of the (. I. had conducted
a false policy, the act of Bucharin and
Stalin who came out to attack him only
when the revolution was approaching its
tragic end, greatly resembles a Chinese
expression: “Let one fall into the well
and then throw stones at him”. Comrade
Chen was a member of the Central Com-
mittee and the general secretary of the
party since its foundation and up to
August 7, 1927, when he was deprived
of work and made the scapegoat of the
Stalin policy.

After the defeat of the Chinese rev-
olution, comrade Chen declined the re-
peated invitations to go to Moscow,
knowing that he had nothing to learn
from the epigones. Only in 1929 did he
begn to make the acquaintance of com-
rade Trotsky's writings on the Chinese
revolution and he convinced himself of
the correctness of the Opposition. Owing
téo such convictions and his refusal to
tight against ‘““Trotskyism”, he was ex-
pelled from the party in the Fall of T929.
Since then he became the leader first of
one of the factions and then of the uni-
ted Opposition. He contributed all his
energy, his time and his means (modest
though they were), that is, all that he
possesses, to the movement, The K. M.
T. government put up a high reward for
his arrest, but he lived in the workers’
district of Shanghai, attended many meet-
ings and directed the work, wrote arti-
cles and appeals and even supervised the
technical work. In recent months, he
was seriously ill, confined to bed.

A Heavy Blow

The K. M. T. has finally achieved its
aim, utilizing the traitor in our ranks.
He has been transferred to Nanking, and
we do not know what fate is to befall
him in the end. The K M T govern-
ment is not lacking in its desire for re-
venge. It is out of the question that the
masses will speak, because they are in
an amorphous state. But there are many
influential intellectuals, scholars, profes-
sors and journalists who, in view of his
past services to Chinese culture, to the
revolution, and berause of his emiin-
ence, urge leniency towards comrade
Chen. There are slanders being deliber-
ately spread against him by the KMT as
if he had requested to see Chiang Kai-
Shek. The first to “believe” such rumors
are the Stalinists.

Comrade Chen’s revolutionary and lit-
erary activities for the last 15 years re-
flect his epoch with both its strong and
weak sides. It was the period of the
national awakening of the petty bour-
geois students and the young proletariat,
and many currents of soctalist and rev-
olutionary thought of the post-war epoch
found their way into China. Events de-
veloped too rapidly to allow political
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Chicago

The conference-  organized itself. Dis-
cussion opened. With g party member
in the chair, the efforts of our comrade
Edwards to take the floor were thwarted
almost until the adjournment. The party
was prepared to prevent our comrade
from speaking and presenting our
point of view to the conference.

In the main the position of the Left
wing was correct at the conference. It
was correct for them to warn the work-
ers against betrayals, against vacillation
and to urge a militant struggle. But
when John Williamson, while speaking
continued to declare that this united
front conference, which inclunded not only
workers, but their organizations and
their leaders, was a “united front from
below” it marked a shame-faced attempt
of the party to maintain its previous
stupid position on the united front in
the midst of a right-about change toward
the "correct position. In the presence of
this great number of delegates, William-
son declared that “we do not unite with
leaders, we unite only with the workers”
while seated around one table were Loch-
ner and Weber (the District Organizer
of the Party), Karl Borders, representing
the Socialist party, and Dixon from the
Workers League.

The Demonstration
The organization of the demonstration
brought out the sharpest differences in
the conference. The party was absolute-
ly in the right when they insisted upon

-drawing the political lessons of this pro-

test. And they were right when they
insisted upon carrying banners for Fos-
ter and Ford. Had the party agreed to
march without carrying banners in sup-
port of their presidential candidates, or
in presenting political slogans, that would
have marked a capitunlation to the Right
wing and the reactionaries. The issue
as to the degree that the party wished
to give the demonstration a  political
character, has no real bearing on the dis-
cussion. But that it was absolutely cor-
rect for the party to insist upon this point
is indisputable. And here we must de-
clare that the Workers League in lend-
ing their support to the Socialist party,
which opposed any political conclusions
to be drawn from the whole situation,
capitulated before the Right wing and
themselves became party to the splitting
tactics of Borders and the Socialist party.
In turn the party introduced once again
its petty Stalinist methods by proposing
in the executive committee, that the con-
ference return the money donation made
by -the Left Opposition because the
“J'rotskyists are a counter-revolutionary
organization”.

In spite of a drenching rain, the day
of the demonstration brought out between
35,000 and 50,000 workers. The demon-
stration was militant in character and
displayed the immense possibilities in-
herent in the situaton*. Quite natural-
1y, the party dominated the march be-
cause of its militancy, if by nothing else
The workers present recognized that only
the Communists could give leadership to
them in their struggles. Without doubt
the party gained considerably in prestige
during the demonstration.

But what is of greater importance is
to draw the lessons of the united front.
First of all it must be established that
the party made a right-about face on
the question of the united front, notwith-
standing the faet that it was brought
about primarily because of the pressure
of the unemployed workers, and in spite
of its conflict with the official party
position which heretofore opposed such
movements,

* The Opposition marched with its
own banners contaning the slogans: Im-
mediate Relief for all Unemployed; Six
Hour Day and Five Day Week with No
Reduction in Pay: For Social Insurance,
The Extension of Long Term Credits to
and the Recogntion of the Soviet Union.

(To be continued)

—ALBERT GLOTZER.
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in the midst of these cross currents.
Comrade Chen developed to Communism
in a series of stages, therefore with some
inconsistencies. Being limited by the
fact that he knows only the Japanese
language (he knows English poorly), he
was hampered in obtaining a thorough
Marxian education. He had to lead the
Chinese revolution at the time when the
Comintern leadership had already passed
into the hands of the epigones. His de-
velopment was not supplemented and
assisted in due time. He is characteris-
tiec of the constant striving for progress
but the remnants of old thought also
weigh upon him. At a time when the

fighters a systematic and serious study

Opposition urgently needs his leadership
and his political experience, when his
defects might be overcome under comrade
Trotsky, he has been snatched away
from our midst by the KMT government
—the greatst loss sustained by us in the
last two years.

October 27, 1932.

—NIEL-SIH.
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STALINIST S TAKE M.

TheExpulsionof Zinoviev

The Lessons of the Second Expulsion of the Capitulators

ZINOVIEV o !
Now the situation has changed at the

root. ‘L'rue, tne newspaper articles ex-|
plaining the expulsion prociaim that be-
cause we have grown economicaly ex-
tremely strong, and because the party
has become &.3oiutely mouoiithie, there-
fore we cannot tolerate “the slightest
conciliatory gpirit.” But in this explauna-
tion the white threads that baste it to-
gether, stick out all too ciumsily in
open view, The necessity tor the expul-
gon of Zinoviev and Bameuev, for an
obviously fictitious reason, testifies guite
on the contrary to the extreme weakeuing
of Stalin and nis fraction. Zinoviev and
Kamenev had to be liguidated post haste
not because of a change im their behavior
but because of a change in the back-
ground. Riutin s group, independently gf
its actual activity, is dragged aiong, 1D
the given instance, in order to garnish
the service. 1n the foreknowledge ot the
fact that they may be soon brought to
account, the Stalimists are ~taking meas-
ures.”

In general, one canont deny the fact
that the judical combination of the
Kights, who inspired. Statin's policies in
1923-1028, of two actual or supposed
sormer “Lrotskyists and of Zinoviev and
Kamenev, guuiy of knowing put of not
ingorming,—that this, to repeat, is a
prouuct entirely worthy of the political
creativeness of Stalin, Yarosiavsky and
yagoda A ciassical amalgam of the
Tnermuuorian type! The goal or the
COWDLIALION COUSISLS in mixmg up the
cards, dwisorieuting the party, mereasing
the iueviogicul consusion and thus hinder-
ing toe Workers 1rou Maksing out what's
whoat, and anung the way out. T'he
supprementary Lask consists in politically
lowering Ziuoviev and hamenev, tormer
jenders of the Le.t ypposltion, NOw be-
1ng expeiied 1or camuty’  toward the
it Upposition.

Zinoviev's Game with History

Inevitabiy & question arises, how is it
that oid Boisneviks, men who are wise
and experienced in po:ncs, gave their
oppunent an opportunty to deul them
such a blow? How could they, who re-
nounced their own platform for the sake
of remaining in theé party, when all is
said and done, fly out of the party be-
cause of a fictitious connection with a
platform foreign to them? One must
perforce reply that this result also did
not come about accidentally. Zinoviev
and Kamenev tried to play tricks with
history. Ot course, they were motivated,
first of ali, by solieitude for the Soviet
Union, for the unity of the party, and
not at all for their personal wellare
But they posed their tasks not on the
plane of the Russian and World revolu-
tion but on a much lower plane of the
Soviet bureaucracy.

In those most difficult hours for them,
on the eve of capitalism, they adjured
us, then their allies, “to meet the party
hait-way”’. We replied that we were
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prepared to meet the party all the way,
but in another and a higher sense than!
was required by Stalin and Yaroslavsky.
But was that not a split? Was that not
a threat of civil war and of the down-
fall of the Soviet power:!—We replied,
it it did not emcounter our opposition,”
Stalin’s polcies would inevitably doom.
the Soviet power to ruin. And this is
the idea that is expressed in our plat-|
form, What conguers are principles.|
Capitulaton can never be victorious. We.
shall do everything in our power so thati
the sttuggle for principles be led in!
consonance with and after consideration!
of the entire situation, both domestici
and foreign. But it is impossible to
foresee all the variations of development.
Nevertheless it is absurd and criminal
to play hide and seek with revolution,
to use trickery in deating with classes and
diplomacy with history. In such com-
plex and responsible situations one must
be guided by a rule so excellently ex-
pressed by the French in the proverb,
Fais ce que doit, advienne que pourral!
Perform your duty, let come what may!

Zinoviev and Kamenev have fallen the:
victims because they did not keep to this
rule,
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If one leaves aside the absolutely de-
moraiized part of the capitulators of the
type of Radek and Piatakov, who, as
journalists or functionaries, will con-
tinue to serve every victorious faction
(under the pretext of serving socialism),|
then the capitulators taken as a poli-.
tical group, represent in themselves mo-
derate intra-party “liberals” who, at a:
given moment, rushed too far to the
Leit (or to the Right) and who sub-
sequently took to the road of coming to
terms with the ruling bureaucracy. But
the present day is characterized by the
fact that this conciliation, which appear-
ed so final, has begun to crack and to
exp.ode, and thereto in an extremely
acute form. The tremendous symptomatic
significance of the expulsion of Zinoviev,
Kamenev, Uglanov and the others or-
iginates in the fact that in the new clash-
es at the “tops” there are reflected the
profound surges in the masses.

The Basis Under the Capitulations

What political prerequisites were there
that conditioned the period of capitula-
tions in 1929-1930? They were: the bu-
reaucratic turn of the helm to the Left;
the successes of the industrialization; the
quick growth of collectivization. The five
year plan absorbed the working masses,
A great perspective was opened up. The
workers were reconciled to the loss of
political independence in expectation of
near and deelsive, socialist successes. The
peasant poor awaited from the collectives
a change in their future. The standard
of living of the lowest layers of the
pessantry rose higher; it is true, to &
cphsiderable meesure, at the expense of

the basic funds of rural economy. Such

were the economic prerequisites and the
political atmosphere of the epidemic of
capitulation

The growth of economic disproportions,
the aggravation in the situation of the
masses, the growth of dissatisfaction,
of the workers as well as of the peasants,
confusion in the apparatus itself—these
are the prerequisites for the revival of
all, and of every kind of Opposition. The
sharpness of contradictions and the in-
tensity of alarm in the party push ever
more onto the road of protest the mod-
erate, cautious and always-ready-far-
compromise, party “liberals”. Driven
into a blind alley the bureaucracy imme-
diately replies with repressions, in a
large measure preventive.

We do not as yet hear the voice of the
Left Opposition in the open. Small won-
der! those same bourgeois papers that
relate about the favors presumably in
store for Rykov and Bucharin, simultane-
ously report ‘‘nmew mass arrests among
the Trotskyists” 'The Left Opposition in
the USSR was subjected in the course of
2 number of years to such fearful police
persecution, its cadres were placed in
such exceptional conditions that it is in-
finitely more difficult for it than for the
legal “liberals” openly to formulate its
opposition and to intervene organization-
aliy into the developing events. By the
by, the history of bourgeois revolutions
reminds us that in their struggle against
autocracy, the liberals, utilizing their
tegal prerogatives, always came out first
in the name of the “people”; only the
struggle between the liberal bourgeoisie

and fhe bureaucracy cleared the way for
the petty-bourgeois democracy and the
proletariat, Of course what is concern-
ed here is merely a matter of historical
analogy; but we still think that it does
explain something.

The resolution of the September plenum
of the C. I, C. boasts out of time and
out of place that having crushed counter-
revolutionary Trotskyism, having exposed
the anti-Leninist kulak essence of the
Right opportunists, the party...has at-
tained at the present -time decisive suc-
cesses....' The nearest future, one
should except, will make clear that the
Left and the Right Opposition are not
only neither crushed nor annihilated but,
on the contrary, that they alone exist
politically. It was precisely the oﬁicial‘
policies of the last three or four years
that prepared the conditions for a new|

[~

The presidential elections have once!l
again rendered devastating proof of the:
paradox of a politically terribly back-
ward working class in a highly developed
industrial country. That is shown on
the face of the returns. But it is still
necessary to probe a little deeper to en-
able us to find the trends which are
indicative for the future.

Herce we have a situation of more than

three years of acute economic crisis and
yet we have reached no further than the

. Democratic party, one of the very impor-

tant cogs of the system itself, being able
to corrall an overwhelming majority on
the promise of “a new deal.” 1t is in-
disputable that the issues of the econ-
omic crisis pressed forward, overshadow-
ing everything else in the elections. But
the results, insofar, as they were expres-
sed in elections, were only the fact that
the Republican  administration and
Hoover received the blame for the crisis
and the democratic party marshalled by
and large the mighty, but blind protest
vote.
Discontent and Radicalization

Are we to conclude from this that
there is not as yet any visible radicali-
zation of the American workers or any
visibie Leftward trend accelerated by
the effects of the crisis? Let us say at
the outset that we do not at all proceed
from the fundamentally false estimates
of radicalization made by the official
party leadership. With that we have
nothing in common. Nevertheless it would
be incorrect to conclude that there are
not yet tendencies of a Leftward devel-
opment of the American workers.

No one could fail to notice the enormous
discontentinent as revealed by the elec-
tions, and revealed clearly also in demon-
strations outside the elections. But it
ig still groping. Politically, in the main,
it is still harnessed within the tradi-
tional channels, ilowing from one capi-
talist party to another. This is the one
side of the picture, on the other there
is the growth of support enjoyed by the
Socialist party. In this instance that
does represent a swing away from capi-
talist allegiances of the past, despite the
fact that its historical meaning becomes
something else. Also, in actual numbers,
here is a growth of the Communist vote
in such instances where the official party
managed to get on the ballot. A growth,
Lhowever, which is entirely too insignifi-
cant to be commensurate with the op-
portunities which were at hand. But
that is, as has been said before in these
co.umns, particularly due to the failure
of the official party leadership to con-
duct an election campaign in such a
manner and to pursue a policy in the day-
to-day struggles which will win for the
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encies. The striving of the Stalinists to
lump into a single pile the Lefts and the
iights is facilitated to some measure by
the fact that the Lefts and the Rights
speak of a retreat for the time given.
"This is inevitable: the exigent need of
a regulated retreat from the line of ad-
venturistic leap ahead has become the
vital task of the proletarian state. The
Centrist bureaucrats themselves dream
of nothing else but the possibility of re-
treatng in order, and without losing face
completely, yet they cannot but recognize
that a retreat in the face of the need for
foodstuffs and for all other things may
cost them all too dearly. For this reason
they are retreating by stealth and by
accusing the opposition of tendencies to-
ward retreat.

The actual political danger consists in
the fact that the Rights are a faction of
permanent retreat ahd that they have
now been given the opportunity to claim,
“we have always demanded this”. The
twilight in which the party lives does
not allow the workers to make out quick-
1y the dialectics of economic processes
and to appraise correctly the limited,
temporary and conjunctural “correctness”
of the Rights, along with the erroneous
of their fundamental position,

The Importance of Qur Pelicy

All the more important, therefore, be-
comes the clear, independent, and looking
to the far future, policy of the Bolshe-
vik-Leninists. Follow carefully all the
processes in the country and within the
party! Appraise correctly different
groupings according to their ideas and
the social. ties! Do not become fright-
ened at isolated tactical coincidences with
the Rights! Do not forget, because of
tactical coincidences, the antagonism of
the strategic lines!

The political differentiation in the So-
viet proletariat will occur along the line
of the following questions:—How to re-
treat? What are the limits of the re-
treat? When and how to pass over to a
new offensive? What should be the

tempos of the offensive? No matter how
important these questions are in them-
selves, they alone do not suffice. We
are not building policies for one coun-
try. The fate of the Soviet Union will
be resolved in an indissoluble jointure
with the world development. It is neces-
sary to place again before the Russian
workers the problems of world Commun-
ism in their full scope

Only the independent emergence of the
Teft Opposition ahd the joining together
of the basic proletarian kernel under its
banner can resurrect the party, the
Workers' State and the Communist Inter-

‘the specitied plan of capital coustruc-

national.
Prinkipo, October, 1932, —L. T.
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protest vote became entirely undistin-
guishable from the conscious capitalist
vote. Hence also the support of the
Socialist party and the Communist party
is the only material expression of op-
position to the capitalist parties, recog-
nizing, however, the limitations of a par-
lamentary elections in actually register-
ing the working ‘class sentiment. More-
over, when we speak of the support to
the Socialist party in this sense, it is
particularly important for us to remember
that, while this was undoubtedly in' the
main a working class support, it could
be recorded for its ticket also primar-
ily because of the failures of the official
Communist party leadership to indicate
clearly the revolutonary direction. In
this instance the reformists gained at
the -expense of the revolutionary party.
Historically, this can only mean in op-
position to the revolutionary partyt
But in the United States today the eco-
nomic basis for an ideological and pol-
itical regrouping of class forces is al-
ready established. American polities will
become FEuropeanized. It would at this
moment be difficult to forget that the de-
cisive economic factors which have long
ago pricked the bubble of national self-
suficiency are also very strongly ex-
pressed in politics. As one small exam-

ple we might mention the claim made/
by the various debtor nations, immedi-i
ately after the electons, to get in on,
“the new deal”. They want a suspen-|
sion of the present payments due and
a general downward revision of debt pay-
ments to the United States. This, of

course, only testifies to the increasing |

(Continued from last issue)

The administrative hue and cry after
quantity leads to a frightful lowering of
quality; low quality undermines on the
next stage the struggle for quantity; the
ultimate cost of economically irrational
“guccesses”’ surpasses as a rule many
times the value of these same successes.
Every advanced worker is -acquainted
with this dialectic not through the books
of the Communist academy (alas! more
inferior goods) but in practise, through
experience in their own mine-shifts, fac-
tories, railroads, fuel stations, etc.

The consequences of the frenzied chase
have permeated in ali their entirety the
sphere of education. Pravda is compel-
led to admit that, “by lowering the qual-
ity of preparation, by skipping scientitic
subjects, or by passing over them at
“cavalry trot”, the VTUZI (Highest
Technological KEducational Instutitionas)
that took this path instead of aiding in-
dustry, injured it.” But, indeed who is
responsible for the “cavalry trot” in the
highest educational instututions?

if we were to introduce a corrective co-
eflicient for quality into the official data,
then the indices of the fulfillment of the
plan would immediately suffer substantial
drops. Even Kuybishev was forced to
admit this more than a year ago. “The
figures relating to the tremendous growth
of industry become relative,” he announc-
ed cautiousty at the session of Supreme
Qoviet Heonomic Council, “if one takes
into account the variations in quality.”'
Rakovsky expressed himself much more
lucidly, “If one does mnot take into ac-
count the guality of production then the

quantitive indices represent in them-
selves a statistical fiction.”
Capital Construction
More than two years ago, Rakovsky

warned that the scope of the plan was
beyond the available resources. “Neither
the scale of the growth of production
specified by the plan, “he wrote,” nor

tion were prepared for...The entire pre-
ceeding policy in the sphere of industry
reduced itself in reality -to tne forced
exploitation of old fixed capital. ... with-

out the slightest concern for the future.”
The attempt to compensate for lapses by!
a single leap ahead is least realistic inj
the sphere of capital construction. T*he;
resources necessary for the fulfillment of .
the plan “do not obtain in the country,!
and will not obtain in the nearest fu-|
ture.” Hence the warning: “the plan of
the capital construction will be broken

Americen Working

role played by American imperialism in
world affairs. Its struggle for hegemony,
its struggle to supplant the bourgeoisie
of the other capitalist nations and simul-
taneously its efforts to save the whole
of the capitalist system from the further
extension of the October revolution, will
in the main be determining for future
political developments at home.

But within the United States the dial-
cetics of class relations, resting upon
the economic basis already created, is
also at work performing its task of
transforming the political backwardness
of the working class into its opposite.
There need be no doubt that on a histor-
ical plane the traditional two capitalist
party system holding exclusive sway,
will give way to parties contesting along
class lines with a working class acting
politically independent of the capitalist
parties. That we know will be the direc-
tion. But it is not yet decided to what
extent and for how long it may assume |
forms of social reformist political ac-
tion. In that decision the Communist
vanguard will play its part. And it is
in consideration of this that the support
recorded by the Socialist party deserves
serious attention.

There have been tendencies before in
the United States toward a break-up of
the two party system, horizontally and
along class lines. We had the various
bloes of which the farm bloc and the
“progressive” bloc became the most out-
standing. They represented mainly the
middle class elements from both parties
seeking a way of combination against
the big bourgeoisie. This is temporarily

—————

Mister Duranty and Comrade Stalin

(Continued from page 1)

before the Soviet Government as a posi-
tive menace, because things being what
they are, the Soviet Union would be al-
most inevitably involved. Even if Russia
managed to hold aloof, a grave disturb-
ance in Europe, especially a revolutionary
disturbance, would work havoc with the
Five-Year Plan, whch is the keynote and
kernel of Soviet policy.”

Yven passing acquaintance with Stalinist
primers of ‘“socialism in one country”
will enable anybody to recognize in the
above quotations simply a Durantesque
popularization for American consump-
tion of the theory of “socialism in" one
country”. At the expense of Mr. Dur-
anty’s generously preferred wireless dis-
patch charge account, “somebody” in
Moscow is giving a tip to the “important”
readers of the New York Times: This is
not Lenin’s time; Stalin has come into

party at least a measure of confidence
of the discontented masses.

Above all one must remember the poli-
tical background of the American working
ciass. The Kuropean tradition of inde-
pendent political action has not yet been
established. The American workers, re-
gardless of their many heroic examples
of strike struggles, have not yet learned
to act as a class in a political sense.
That, of course, is expressed also in the

parliamentary elections. Hence its blind

]power. ‘World revolution may have been

in the air during the days when Lenin
and Trotsky were sowing the wild oats
of the young Russian revolution. Today
we are interested in one country alone and
we don’t take the Comintern too seriously
(didn’t Stalin tell Lominadze that the C.
1. would collapse if it were not for the
subsidy?). Therefore, orient yourselves
accordingly. This is the tip and it is
to obvlous to require comment, at least
on our part. But the New York Times

does not make a comment (and it also
takes the tip) which repays quoting:

“In Moscow”, says its editorial of
November 23, “writes Mr. Duranty, there
is one menace which is feared above
all others, and it is the outbreak of a
revolution in Germany or elsewhere in
Europe. This is a far cry from the time
when Lenin staged the Bolshevist rev-
olution in Russia, not because he was
interested in Russia but because he wish-
ed to set Western Europe on fire. To-
day Stalin does not want to set anything
on fire. He wants to be let alone to
build socialsm in Russia He is afraid
of revolution abroad, even if it comes
without Soviet aid. A German revolu-
tion is sure to be followed by a Fascist
counter-revolution, and in the swing-back
Russia is likely to be swept along with
the rest.”

With minor amendments, the comment
of the Times editors is fairly keen and
warranted. Only one other ‘“comment”
is missing: What have the Communist
militants to say about the “entente cor-
diale” in the realm of revolutionary
philosophy so affectingly concluded be-
tween the former Riga liar and purveyor
of the “nationalization of women in
Russia” slander, on the one hand, and
the “best discipline of Lenin”, Joseph
Stalin, on the other? It iz worth re-

flecting upon! —S.

down in a considerable measure.”

And this prediction also has been com-
pletely substantiated. In the sphere of
consgtruction the lag was extremely great
as early as 1931. It has grown still
more in the current year. The transport
construction program for 9 months was
fulfilled 38 percent according to the esti-
mates of the department itself. In other
branches the matters relating to con-
struction are as a general rule even leas
tavorable; and worst of all is the sphere
of housing construction. The material
and monetary resources are divided be-
tween altogether too many constructions
which leads to the low effectiveness of the
investment.

Sixty-five million roubles were expended
on the Balhashaisky copper factory, the
expenses continue to grow from day to
day—factually all for nothing! in order
to continue work it was necessary to
transport in the course of a year 300
thousand tons of freight, whereas the
ready transport provides all told only 20
thousand tons. KExamples of a similar
kind, though not of such clarity, are too
many.

The poor quality of materials and of
equipment react most cruelly on the
capital construction. “Iron for roofing
is of such rotten quality,” writes Pravda,
“that it cracks when once handled.”

The shocking lagging behind in the
sphere of capital undertakings automatic-
ally undermines the foundations of the
second five year plan.

Domestic Disproportions and the
World Market

The problem of the proportionality of
the eiements of production and the
branches of economy constitutes the very
heart of socialist economy. The tortuous
roads that lead to the solution of this
problem are not charted on any map. To
discover them, or more correctly to lay
them—is the work of a lengthy jand
arduous future.

The entire industry groans from the
lack of spare parts. Weavers' looms re-
main inactive because a bolt is not to
be had. “The assortment of articles
produced,” writes E. J., “in the line of
commodities of widespread consumption
is haphazard and does not correspond to
....the demand.”

“One billion roubles has been immobil-
ized, ‘frozen’ by (heavy) industry, in the
course of only the first half of 1932, in
the form of stocks of materials, unfinished
products and even finished goods in fac-
tory warehouses.” (For Industrialization,
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arrested by all of these forces more or
less being corralled behind Roosevelt as
far as the elections were concerned. It
is quite clear that the majority of the
workers still followed this leadership of
the middle class. But it is just as cer-
tain that the process of break-up cannot
be arrested for very long.

Then will not the Socialist party be-
come g more formidable political ‘conten-
der? Its growth is significant, not mere-
ly by the votes recorded which appear to
be less than what was recorded by the
Debs candidacy years ago; but it is sign-
ficant from its positon of almost non-
existence a couple of years ago up until
its ability today to enlist the-support of
considerable sections of the Leftward
developing workers. It is taking on pol-
itical form and its leaders are more skil-
fully manipulating the issues.

Problems of Social Reformism

This has its important bearing upon the

: question which still confronts us namely,
‘to what extent social reformism in gen-

eral will develop in the United States
and how to most effectively combat it
and turn the tide in a revolutionary dir-
ection. We are not making any futile
attempt at guesing whether social reform-
ism will actually come into power, but
merely concerning ourselves with its
prospects of sway for a time within the
working class. And in this respect, con-
sidering the general trend as well as the
position of the Communist party, it would
be difficult to deny such prospects. It is
necesary to acknowledge the objective
possibilities for social reformist devel-
opments, and to take them into account
in our revolutionary strategy. Whether
they will assume the form strictly speak-
ing of a labor party, based upon the
trade unions, or the Socialist party ac-
tually mustering the forces under its
banner, is not yet certain. That depends
upon many factors of future develop-
ments. But that social reformism will
exist only as an opposition force to Com-
munism is as certain as the fact that the
rapidity of developments of capitalist
contradictions will also serve to limit
its existence.

As an imperialist power the United
States faces the problem of further ex-
panding its productive forces within a
decaying capitalist world. Its very first
steps in attempting to issue out of the
crisis its reorganization and greater con-
centration of industry, its greater cen-
tralization of capital, its intensified ex-
ploitation of labor and general lowering
of the standard of living narrows the
margin of concessions which can be
given ta social reformism And social
reformism can in the final analysis ex-
ist only on such concession crumbs Its
possibility of functioning in the United
States at all as a historically progres-
sive force are becoming enormously les-
sened. The solution which American im-
perialism is seeking, in a historical
sense, becomes at best a breathing spell
which itself increases the social antag-
onisms. This embodies greater prospects
for the revolutionary party. It is our
task to fight at every step of the road
against social reformism.

—ARNE SWABECK.
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The Situation on the Eve
of the Second 5 Yr. Plan
- - A Marxian Analysis

September 12, 1932). Such are the ex-
pressions in terms of money of certain
disproportions and discordances according
to the ofticial estimate.

Major and minor disproportions call
forth the need of turning to the inter-
national market. Imported goods to the
value of one chervonetz can bring out of
its moribund state home production to
the value of hundreds and thousands ot
chervontzi. The general growth of econ-
omy, on the one hand, and the sprouting
up of new demands and new dispropor-
tions, on the other, invariably increase
the need of linking up with the world
economy. The program of ‘“independ-
ence” i. e, ot the self-sufficient charac-
ter of Soviet economy, discloses more and
more its reactionary and utopian charac-
ter. Autarchy—is the ideal of Hitler, and
not of Marx, and Lenin.

Thus the import of ore from the incep-
tion_of the five year plan multiplied five
times in volume and four times in value.
If within the current year this article
of import fell off, it was exclusively on
account of the foreign exchange. But
on this account the import of factory
machinery grew excessively.

Kaganovich in a speech on October 8
asserted that the opposition, Left as well
as Right, “proposes to us that we stren-
gthen our dependence upon the capital-
ist world.” As if the matter concerned
some artificial and arbitrary step, and

not the automatic logic of economic
growth!
At the same time the Soviet press

cites with praise the interviev given by
Sokolnikov on the eve of his departure
from London. “In England there is in-
creasingly spreading the recognition of
the fact that the advanced position of
the Soviet state in industry and techno-
logy will present in itself a much wider
market for the products of British in-
dustry.” As g sign of the economic pro-
gress of the Soviet Union, Sokolnikov
considers not the weakening but the
strengthening of the ties with the for-
eign market, and consequently the stren-
gthening of the dependence upon world
economy. Is it possible that the former
Oppositionist Sokolnikov is tradihg In
“Protskyist contraband”? But if so,
why is he being screened by the official
press?
The Position of the Workers

Stalin’s speech in July 1931) with its
salutary “six conditions” was directed
against the low quality of the produc-
tion, the high basic cost, the migration
of laboring forces, the high percentage
of waste, ete. From that time on there
has not appeared an article without re-
ference to “the historic speech”. And in
the meantime all these ailments which
were to be cured by the six conditions
have become aggravated and have as-
sumed a more malignant character.

From day to day the official press bears
witness to the downfall of Stalin’s pre-
seription. In explanation of the falling
off in production Pravda points out: ‘“The
decrease in labor power at factories, the
growing migration, the weakening of
labor discipline” (September 23). In the
category of reasons for the extremely
low productivity of the Red Ural com-
bine, “For Industrializaton”, alongside of
“the shocking disproportions between the
different parts of the combine” lists the
following (1) “the enormous migration
of labor forces”; (2) “the dunderhead-
ed policy of the working wage” (3)
“failure to provide (the millworkers)
with some manner of liveable quarters”;
(4) “indescribable food for the millwork-
ers;” (5) ‘“the catastrophic falling off
of labor discipline.” We have quoted
word for word. As regards the migra-
tion, which “has grown beyond all
bounds”, this same paper writes, ‘the
living conditions (of the workers) are
chastly in all the enterprises of non-
ferrous metallurgy without exception.”

In the locomotive factories, which fail-
ed to_provide the country with about 250
locomotives for the first three-quarters of
the year, “there is to be observed an
acute insufficiency of qualified workers.
More than 2,000 workers in the course
of the summer left from the single Kol-
omensk factory.”” The reasons? “Bad
living conditions”. In the Sormovsk
factory—“the factory kitchen is a dive
of the worst sort.”” (For Industrializa-
tion, September 28) In the privileged
tractor factory in Stalingrad, “the factory
kitchen has fallen sharply in its work”
(Pravda, Septembzer 21). To what a
pitch the dissatisfaction of the workers
must have risen in order to force these
facts into the columns of the Stalinist
press!

In the textile industry, naturally, con-
ditions are not better. “In the Ivan-
ovsk district alone,” E. L. informs us,
“about 35,000 qualified weavenrs left the
enterprises.” Acording to the words of
this same paper, there are to be found
enterprises in the country in which more
than 60 percent of the total force changes
every month. ‘“The factory is turning
into a thoroughfare.”

In explanation of the cruel flop of “the
six conditions” there was for a long
time a tendency to confine the observa-
tons to bald accusations against the man-
agement and the workers themselves,
“incapacty”, “lack of willingness”, ‘rest-
ing on their laurels”, etc. However, for
the last few months the papers more and
more often point out, mostly on the sly,
the actual core of the evil, the unbear-
able living conditiohs of the workera.

Rakovsky pointed out this reason of
reasons more than two years ago....“The
reason for the increase in breakdowns,
the reason for the falling in labor dis-
cipline, the reason for the need to in-
crease the number of workers”, he wrote,
“lies in the fact that the worker is phy-
sically incapable of bearing up under
a load that overtaxes his strength.”

(To Be Continued)




