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REACTION HOUNDS TROTSKY!

Organize a Fight for the
Right of Asylumin theU.S.

The deportation of Trotsky by
the reactionary government of
France and the campaign of hound-
ing and incitement which puts his
life in imminent danger at the
hands of Russian White Guards or
inspired Fascist assassins, raises
sharply before the advanced work-
ers of the United States the ques-
tion of a fight to secure the right
of asylum for him here. At a mass
meeting Sunday night, at Irving
Plaza, 15th Street and Irving
Place, the Communist League will
raise this demand and will appeal
to the various workers' organiza-
tions to join in a wunited front
movement to fight for the right of
asylum for Trotsky as well as for
other political refugees. Cannon,
Swabeck and Garrett will be the
speakers at the mass meeting.

In view of the sweep of reaction
in Europe which compels thousands
of working class militants and op-
ponents of fascism to live in emi-
gration, the question of the right
of asylum in the United States be-
comes an issue of direct concern
for every political tendency in the
labor movement, and particularly
for the fighters against fascism. The
case of Trotsky has dramatized the
issue and raised it concretely. But

in fighting for his right of asylum
here we can be true to the prole-
tarian spirit of comrade 'Trotsky
only if we join with other workers’
organizations and parties and fight
as resolutely for their partisans as
tfor our own immediate comrades.

While appealing first of all to
the class solidarity of the workers,
and seeking a common front with
the various organizations and po-
litical tendencies in the labor move-
ment, the fighting movement for
the right of asylum ought to in-
clude all advocates of civil liberty
and all elements of the population
willing to aid the struggle. It goes
without saying that the Socialist
Party should be invited to take a
prominent place in the movement
and that all groups and factions in
the political movement should be
enlisted. Beginning with the poli-
tical organizations and radical
groups the movement, according to
the opinion of the Communist
League, oughti to be driven deeply
into the trade union movement, ac-
companied by a campaign of en-
lightenment as to the meaning of
fascism and the need of a united
front against it and a common sup-
port of its victims in other coun-

tries.

|The United Front--For end Against Asylum

The fight for the admittance of
Trotsky will meet with support and
resistance from the very start. This
‘was indicated in the report of the
New York Evening Post, April 18th,
on the initiative taken by the Com-
munist League and its interviews
with prominent people.” The Daily
Mirror of the same date contained
a rabid editorial against the ad-
mittance of Trotsky.

The united front against the ad-
mittance of Trotsky is the same
bizarre combination witnessed in
the campaign against Trotsky in
France and other European coun-
tries. The extreme nationalist re-
actionaries lead the way and the
Stalinists follow. General Lee
Bullard, retired president of the
National Security Ledgue, sputtered
with indignation when the Evening
Post reporter asked his opinion
about Trotsky coming to the Unit-
ed States. He is quoted as fol-
lows:

“May as well invite . . . what'’s
this man who sets fire to your
house? . . . well, may as well be
inviting a crazy man to come in
and set fire to our house. Anm in-
cendiary, that’s the word.”

General Bullard was reenforced
in his antagonism to Trotsky by
Earl Browder, recently appointed
leader-in-chief of the American

Stalinist Party. By way of pay-
ment for his appointment, Browder
delivered himself of the following
sage remarks in the same issue of
the Post:

“Leon Trotsky is a counter-revo-
lutionist. We're not interested in
where he is except to isolate him
from the working class wherever
he happens to be”.

The New York Daily Mirror ech-
oes Browder's sentiments and ad-
vocates that Fourth Internationalists
be deported from the United States
as Trotsky was deported by Stalin
and now by Doumergue. “No Haven
for Homeless Trotsky”, screams the
Mirror. ‘There is no reason on
earth why he should be allowed to
come here, and some very good
ones why he should be barred.”
After advising the Department of
Justice to look into the activities
of the Communist League and as-
serting its “meeting places are
breeding spots of unrest and dis-
loyalty”, the Mirror concludes:

“Among the Fourth International
disciples there are undoubtedly
many aliens. They should be
promptly sent back where they
came from. If Trotsky should un-
dertake to set foot on American
soil he should be given the same
medicine. As for the rest, they
should be rounded up and tried for

plotting against the Government.”

U.S. Once a Refuge for Exiles

Despite the imposing combination
against the admission of Trotsky
to the United States we intend to
start the fight and to broaden it,
with the help of other organiza-
tions, into a united front movement
for the reestablishment of the right
©of asylum for political refugees
generally, There was a time when
this country waa a haven for the
exiles of Europe who were driven
from their native countries by . re-
actionary governments, and Wwas
proud of the distinction. This is
one of the richest traditions of the
country. We ought to appeal to all
who take pride in that tradition and
invoke it in our fight today.

Sunday night’s meeting, where
the campaign will be opened, will
be a preliminary test of the senti-
aent of the radical workers of New
York on this highly important ques-
tion, as well as an indication of
their sympathy with comrade Trot-
sky in his great difficulties and
dangers. We strongly urge every
reader of the Militant to attend the
meeting and to exert special efforts
to bring others.

A rousing demonstration Sunday
night will be a notice to reaction-

aries of every shade that the mili-
tant workers of New York are on
guard against the danger of fas-
cism. It will be a sign that they
stand shoulder to shoulder with the
anti-fascist fighters of Europe and
mean to fight unitedly against the
menace of fascism in the United
States.

50,000 MANIFESTOES

The Pioneer Publishers plan to
publish for free distribution 50,000
copies of the manifesto of the In-
ternational Communist League for
the Fourth International.

The manifestoes will appear in
the form of a four page bulletin
with a short statement about the
Communist League of America and
the Militant.

Every member of the organiza-
tion, every sympathizer and friend
of the Fourth International should
help us in this effort. Every dol-
lar that you send will enable us
to print 500 bulletins for free dis-
tribution.

RUSH your contribution without
delay. We want at least part of
the bulleting to be distributed on

May first.
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eA Picture
of Comrade
LEON
TROTSKY
Taken at His
Desk in Prinkpo

How Trotsky Lived and Worked in Exile Before
And Was Dep‘orteﬁl from Country to Country

Leon Trotsky’s expulsion from
Paris is only the latest of a lon
series of expulsions and exiles
forced upon him for his revolution-
ary activity since his early youth.

His first exile was to the Siberia
of pre-revolutionary Russia. Ar-
rested in 1898, at the age of 19, as
one of the leaders of the South
Russian Workers Union, Trotsky
was exiled after two grim years in
Moscow Prison.

Copies of Iskra having been smug-
gled to him in Siberia, Trotsky re-
solved to take part in this impor-
tant work. He escaped from Siber-
ia and, at the urging of Lenin, made
his way to London to begin his
work with Lenin.

London Congress

Writing regularly for Iskra and
lecturing on the continent for the
Iskra group, Trotsky became a rec-
ognized leader of the Russian revo-
lutionary vanguard at the age of
23. He was chairman of the 1903
Congress in London at which the
split between the Bolsheviks and
Mensheviks took shape. The split,
and the awakening events in Russia,
decided him to go back; he went—
to become the President of the St.
Petersburg Soviet of 1905 and the
most popular leader of the first Re-
volution.

Reaction brought prison, and
again exile to Siberia; but exile
had scarcely begun before Trotsky
made a daring and dangerous es-
cape across Siberia behind a deer-
team, back to St. Petersburg, by
steamer to Scandinavia and thence
once more into the revolutionary
stream of Western Europe. This
time his exile lasted ten years—
until the February Revolution
pbrought him back to Russia as lead-
er with Lenin of the October Revo-
lution.

Ten Years of Exile

Trotsky had the advantage over
most of the Bolshevik leaders of
direct participation and leadership
of the Revolution of 1905; for him,
this was a rehearsal for October
and prepared him fully for his his-
toric role. Ten years of exile from
1907 to 1917 not only completed his
preparation for October, but pre-
pared him for the leadership of the
world revolution. In those ten
years, travelling in Europe and
America, exiled and expelled many
times, he learned at close range the
many forms that reformism and
centrism can take, and the varieties
of capitalist dictatorship which
must be overcome.

Exile also gave him positive
riches: his acquaintance with Lux-
emburg and Liebknecht and Mehr-
ing, the direct links with ‘the re-

volutionary heritage of Marx and
Engels. In Vienna, in 1908, Trotsky
began to publish Pravda, while
throughout his exile he continued
to write, under instructions from
the Central Committee, for the Rus-
sian- democratic press. It was as
military correspondent for one of
these papers that, in September,
1912 he went into the Balkans as
the prelude to the World War was
being played. What he saw with
his own eyes led him to predict and
prepare for War and Revolution.

War and More Deportations

‘War again brought exiles and
expulsions. Ordered to leave Aus-
tria on the outbreak of war,
Trotsky went to Switzerland and
thence, as military correspondent
for the same Russian democratic
paper, to France. Nashe Slovo, a
daily paper published in Paris, was
Trotsky’s monument to his French
sojourn. It kept alive, as many of
the Zimmerwald delegates testified,
the internationalist anti-war spirit.
But Trotsky’s participation in Zim-
merwald’s famous anti-war confer-
ence of the revolutionary Socialists,
and the growing power of Nashe
Slovo, led to further exile. On the
request of the Czarist government,
Trotsky was ordered to leave
France; when Switzerland refused
him admittance and England re-
fused him the right of passage to
Scandinavia, Trotsky was foreibly
put across the French border into
Spain,

A look at the Museums of Madrid
while waiting for the secretary of
the Socialist Party to be released
from prison—and again arrest and
again expulsion, this time to Cadiz,
where he was to be put on a boat
bound for Havana. As Trotsky has
written of the continuous route of
expulsions and exiles: “from Bere-
zov by deer via the Urals and St.
Petersburg, thence by a circular
route to Austria, from Austria
through Switzerland to France,
from France to Spain, and finally
across the entire Iberia peninsula
to Cadiz, the general direction be-
ing from Northeast to Southwest.
There the continent ends and the
ocean begins.,” But it was not to
Havana as the police wished, but
to New York that Trotsky this
time journeyed, fortunately accom-
panied by his family who, despite
similar difficulties, had managed to
reach him in time for the westward
journey.

New York in 1917

While this is not the story of
Trotsky’s thought and deeds, but
merely the bare itinerary of his
enforced exiles, his stay in New
York deserves a few words, for
most of the legends told about Trot-

sky have their locale in New York.
Half the restaurants and tailor
shops in New York claim Trotsky
as a waiter or presser. Actually,
Bis sole profession in New York
was that of a revolutionary social-
ist. Articles and lectures predicting
America’s entry into the War—he
arrived here January 13, 1917—as-
siduous studies in New York’s l-
braries of the economic history of
the United States, editorial work on
Novy Mir with Bukharin, Volodar-
sky and Chudnovsky.

Through the many members of
the various national federations of
the Socialist party who read Rus-
sian, and the English-speaking
members of the Russian federation,
Novy Mir made powerful inroads
into the pacifist philistinism of the
Socialist party. The German, Rus-
sian and Lettish federations were
under its intellectual leadership;
the Finns were coming over; the
powerful Jewish federation *“with
its fourteen-story palace from
which two hundred thousand cop-
ies of the Forward were daily dis-
gorged—a newspaper with the
stale odor of sentimentally philis-
tine socialism, always ready for the
most perfidious betrayals” (Trot-
sky) was being penetrated—when
the Russian revolution intervened
At that moment Trotsky and his
comrades were preparing to launch
an English-language Marxist week-
ly to wundermine the innocuous
Call.

1917 Revolution

The preparations for the Ameri-
can weekly were in full swing, when
the cables brought the first con-
fused reports of the wuprising in
Petrograd. Working class New
York celebrated the hoisting of the
red flag over the Winter Palace
with meetings which Trotsky, even
after revolutionary Petrograd and
Moscow, recalled as “extraordinary
for their size and enthusiasm”. Re-
volution in Russia meant the end of
exile; Trotsky and his family set
forth for the scenes of his revolu-
tionary boyhood.

But between America and Russia
lay a British concentration camp
at Halifax. Trotsky and other
Russian revolutionists were fore-
ibly removed from shipboard and

interned at Ambherst, Canada,
among German prisoners., Here a
valuable month — April, 1917!—

dragged by, the British being egged
on by secrefi instructions from the
“democratie” Provisional Russian
government. At last Lenin spoke
in Pravda, the Soviets spoke, and
Miliukoff had to bow. Trotsky was
released and sailed for Russia—for
October, for his great work with
Lenin.

¢

With a fury and venom reminis-
cent of the mad campaigns against
the Bolsheviks in 1917—and identi-
cal with them in content—the at-
tack of world reaction is concen-
trated today against Trotsky.

In France, where the forces of
fascism on the one side and the
working class on the other are
speedily moving toward; the decis-
ive struggle that will have fateful
consequences for the entire world,
the reaction is striking with full
force against the leader who person-
ifies revolutionary struggle and
victory of the proletariat.

The summary order deporting
Trotsky from France, the closing
of the doors of other KEuropean
countries and the rabid incitement
against him—in all this there is to
be seen not only a reactionary po-
ltical campaign but also a direct
and immediate threat on the life of
the organizer of the Russian revo-
lution and the herald, of its in-
ternational extension. World re-

The accusations against Trotsky,
which have been made the basis of
the depor;ation order, have un-

doubtedly been manufactured by
the extreme reactionaries to serve
a mamentary political interest. But
this manoeuvre is only the superfi-
cial expression. of powerful motive
forces for the reactionary attack.
The FKascist movement of France,
which advanced with seven-league
boots after Hitler's effortless vic-
tory in Germany—thanks to the
shameful capitulation of Stalinism
—has taken alarm at later devel-
opments and feels impelled to strike
quickly.

The heroic resistance of the Aus-
trian Socialist workers, the great
French general strike and -united
front demonstrations against Tas-

The fact that the Austrian work-
ers were defeated does not suffice
to reassure the French reactionar-
ies, nor is the circumstance that
the TFourth International is as yet
only in the formative stage, and
without a broad organization basis,
very consoling to them. They have
seen the spirit of the Austrian so-
cialist workers mirrored in the
menacing demonstrations of the
French proletariat and have taken
alarm at them, especially at the
unity as well as the militancy
which the French workers have dis-
played. And they remember all too
well—when they wtness the first
appearance of the Fourth Interna-
tonal—how revolutionary socialism,
that is, communism, reduced to a
small spark during the war, was
rapidly Kkindled into a gigantic
flame in 1917.

They dread the prospect of a
combination of the heroic spirit of
the Austrian workers with the
United front policy which gains
ground every day in the French

ments significantly that “there was
some indication that the govern-
ment was anxious to get Trotsky
out of France before May Day” and
adds:

“Though secret police said they
believed that the Fourth Interna-
tional wad largely in the forma-
tive stage, European governments
seemed to fear it, and were re-
luctant to give the exiled Com-
munist shelter”.

None of the capitalist govern-
ments offers a refuge to “the van-
guard of the counter-revolutionary
bourgeoisie”, as Trotsky is de-
secribed in the precise and felicitous
expression of Stalin (who expelled
him from the Soviet Union). Says
the United Press:

“Flight to Italy, Germany, Po-
land, Greece, Jugoslavia, Spain or

Spectre of Communism in
The Fourth International

action wants the head of Trotsky!
Let the workers take heed and raise
the alarm!

French  Faseists, Russian White
Guards and reactionary forces ev-
erywhere cry out against Trotsky
and the dread speectre of Commun-
ism, rising again on the world
arcena in the Fourth International.
And  the Stalinist bureaucracy,
swhich has facilitated the march of
fuscist reaction throughout Europe,
joins in the chorus. This infamous
representative and carrier of cor-
ruption and treachery in the labor
movement reveals its perfidious
tunction once again in the ynited
tront of reaction. For the mortal
danger to Trotsky’s life in the pres-
ont circumstances, and for what-
ever may befall him at the hands of
i White Guard, a Fascist or a Stal-
inist assassin, the revolutionary
workers, taking stock of all the
cvents which have led to this clim-
ax, will not fail to place the re-
sponsibility where it belongs.

The Political Meaning of the Attack

cism, and the emergence of a move-
ment for the Fourth International
—these three events, each separate-
ly and all together, have contrib-
uted mightily to the revival of the
will and capacity of the workers to
fight against Fascism. They con-
stitute an assurance that the
French workers will take the road
of the united front and of struggle
to the death against French Fas-
cism. The ideas of the Internation-
al Communists, and of Trotsky in
the first place, were expressed and
verified in these events. The blows
of reaction dealt against the person
of Trotsky, and the screams of
rage and fear directed against the
FFourth International, have, there-
fore, a_logic and a profound signi-
ficance in the French and interna-
tional struggle of the classes.

Why They Fear the Fourth International

labor movement, and the fusion of
this movement with the revolution-
ary aims and international organ-
ization. This is the spectre that
haunts them. This is what they
strive to exorcise when they strike
at Trotsky and the Fourth Interna-
tional.

“The authorities”, who have no
reason to fear a bureaucratized and
degenerated “communism’”  that
capitulates without a fight, as in
Germany, fly into a panic at the
bold manifesto of the Fourth In-
ternational, summoning the workets
to the struggle for power. Charg-
ing Trotsky with a “plot” to set
up a dictatorship in France, “the
authorities” quote the demand of
the manifesto for the creation of
a workers’ militia and its clear,
sharp warning to the workers:

“The two forces have just
measured swords. War has be-
gun hetween them. There is no
possible peace but in a fight to
the death, In the street, by force,
will be decided the future”.

No Refuge in Capitalist Countries

The United Press dispatch com-[

Austria is definitely closed be-
canse the governments distrust
his aectivities,

“England has not been ap-
proachied because it was said at
the British Embassy that London
would refuse. Turkey will not
tolerate his return. France will
not permit him to go to Morocco,
Algeria or any other African col-
ony. . . . Belgium and Switzer-
land, because of their sympathy
with France, are not believed
likely to grant him asylum.”
Meanwhile, the incitement to
drive him out of France in “the
shortest possible time”, if not to
assassinate him, proceeds with un-
abated fury. “He recks with the
blood of our soldiers”, says La Lib-
erte. “His residence in any part
of France would be a scandal. He

(Continued on Page 4)
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The Stalinist Conference

The May Day Conference held War Conference. They say we are
in Webster Hall last Saturday af-|too conservative for them. But
ternoon, was another monument to]our Anti-War Conference is a gen-
the “united front from below” pol-|uine united front including church-|==

“Triple Unionism”

NR A The Draft Resolution for thejreactionary leaders, agents of the
Eighth Convention of the C. P. pro-|bourgeoisie, labor aristocrats— Breslau (T.L.S.)—The indescrib-
jects a trade union policy that|“bourgeoisified workers”. able. moral @truction . Which
should be fool-proof. They are tak-| “The party”, the C. P. Resolution Nazism brought in its wake, is
Injunction Based On NRA ing no chances this time. Since the|continues, “must conduet a sharp bornfa out once more by facts. Nazi icy of the Stalinists. 716 delegates|es, American Legion Posts, Y.M.C.A.
Some of the first fruits of thelA. F. of L. unions “have organized |struggle against any liquidatory Criminals have violated and partly),epesenting the C. P. and unions|and Y.MHA. and so forth. Can
NRA are ripening in sunny Cali-|in them millions of Workers and|tendencies and expose the slanders destroyed the tomb of the leader of}, ; .. iliaries under C. P. control|we speak as

| MARCH OF
EVENTS

All Eyes To Krance!
The lessons of the victory of Hit-

fornia, where Judge Collier of the
Supreme Court issued an injunction
restraining the officials of the Cen-
tral Labor Council and Waiters Lo-
cal number 17 from picketing the
Brown Derby Cafe in the Hollywood
district of Los Angeles.

The injunction says the closed
shop is illegal under the NRA. In
part the Judge said, “it would be
contrary to the provisions” of both
the NRA and the Restaurant Code
and “would be in effect prohibiting
an employee the right to join or not
to join a labor organization as such
emplyee might see fit. It would
be an agreement upon the part of
the employer that would compel
said employee to join the labor un-
fon”.

Green and Company issued a cir-
cular some time ago which states
that Labor's Declaration of Inde-
pendence was signed June 16, 1933
when the National Industrial Re-
covery Act was signed, especially
referring to Section 7a. This is the
gection which now becomes the
basis for the legalizing of company
unions and the open shop and out-
lawing the closed union shop.

. [ ] L .
Trust Busters Plan Fight

The small industrialists, the trust
busters and the middle class plan a
fight! against the powerful central-
izing effects of NRA on industry
and economic life. They hoped to
open their big guns through Borah’s
Anti-Trust Plan and other amend-
ments to the NRA when it would be
up in the Senate for a renewal of
the Licensing Power which expires

today takes on greater importance
than heretofore, because of the in-
flux of new members and the ef-
forts of the government to force
workers into the A. F. of L. unions
in many industries. Any underesti-
mation of werk in the A. F. of L.
unions is incompatible with the line
of the party.” (Daily Worker,
March 28.)

Very good! But does that mean
that the T. U. U. L. rival unions
should be liguidated so that the
Communists can again work in the
mass trade unions and be a force in
exposing the bureaucrats and win-
ning the workers over to a class
struggle program? No! Not at all,
answer the Stalinites. “The build-
ing of the T.U.U.L. unions must re-
ceive the greatest attention.”

What, then, is the purpose of
having the communists work in the
A. I, of L.? There can be but one
reason, if one is to be logical, and
that is to split and disrupt.

Lenin on Trade Union Tactics

Lenin, already in 1920, polemic-
ized against the attempts of the
German Communists to set up
“new” and “pure workingmen’s un-
ions”. “In order to be able to help
the masses”, wrote Lenin, “and to
win their sympathy, confidence and
support, it is necessary to brave all
difficulties, attacks, insults, cavils
and prosecutions by their leaders
(who being opportunists and social-
chauvinists, are in most cases, di-
rectly or indirectly connected with
the bourgeoisie and police), and to
work by every possible means wher-
ever the masses are to be found”.
(our emphasis). And further: “Not

and maneuvers of the renegades
who call for the liguidation of the
T.U.U.L. unions” . . . “A decisive
turn towards the work in the A. F.
of L., (for what purpose?) greater
attention to the work in the inde-
pendent unions”, says the resolu-
tion, “implies not a weakening but
a strengthening of the work in the
T. U. U. L. unions”,

New Method of Disruption

By what new form of reasoning
it is deduced that by working in
the A. F. of L. and independent un-
ions you are thereby strengthening
the T.U.U.L. is not revealed. The
only conclusion one can draw from
this tactic—which is well substan-
tiated by history—is that it is a
new method of disrupting and split-
ing bona-fide trade union organiza-
tions which are not Stalinist con-
trolled and therefore, ipso facto, in
the last analysis “company unions”.

After making this brilliant “ana-
lyses” the Resolution comes out for
an “Independent Federation of La-
bor”. Evidently things are not go-
ing sc well with the RED trade
unions. It is even whispered that
they have severed their affiliations
with the R.ILU. So a new fig-
leaf is needed for the discredited
“Industrial Unions”. And since our
philosophers of the “Third Period”
have never had much difficulty in
creating mnew organizations they
now proceed to build an Independ-
ent Federation of Labor. This of
course in no way conflicts with
working in the A. F. of L. or inde-
pendent unions. Quite the contrary.
All this merely “strengthens” the
T.U.U.L.

the Socialist Workers’ Party, Dr.
Eckstein, who was murdered last
May in a concentration camp.

The tomb of Eckstein’s wife, the
former Socialist municipal council-
lor Clara Ziels-Eckstein who died
three years ago, Wwas treated in
similar vandalic fashion.

Strict official orders to the press
forbid any public mention of the
matter “in view of unwanted reper-
cussions abroad”. Word of the un-
gpeakable deed became nevgrtheless
miraculously known in the workers’
quarters and led to considerable ex-
citement and open mutterings which
the Nazi authorities preferred to
overlook.

AustrianFightersSentenced

Vienna (7T.I1.8.) — 128 partici-
pants in the four-day Austrian civil
war were brought before the sum-
mary courts of Vienna, Graz, Leo-
ben, Poelter, Steyr, and Linz, a
statement of the Austrian Ministry
of Justice says. Twenty defendants
were sentenced to death. Eight
were executed on the gallows while
the death sentences of the remain-
ing twelve thanks to the outspoken
criticism abroad, were commuted to
life long incarceration. 23 persons
received prison sentences ranging
from five to twelve years; five were
freed. The charges against the re-
maining eighty have been turned
over to the ordinary courts which
will try them together withj thou-
sands of other arrested Socialists.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE MILITANT.

received the cut-and-dried reports
of the officials with an attitude ap-
proaching boredom.

The election of credentials and
resolutions
smoothly from lists proposed by the
chairman.
prearranged schedule of speakers,
of George Siskind’s report, mono-
tonously repeated the stereotyped
phrases and slogans of Stalinism.

Comrade Carl Cowl, one of the
delegates of the Communist League,
got the floor and read a statement
(printed in another column) appeal-
ing for the establishment of a gen-
uine united front for May Day, to
clude all mass organizations and
political groups not under the in-
fluence ot the Communist Party.
He proposed specifically the elec-
tion of a committee to confer with
the Socialist-controlled May Day
Conference in order to establish
the basis for a single May Day
demonstration.

This speech injected a flicker of
life into a conference which would
otherwise have died on
The delegates responded
proposal with applause and enthu-
siasm.
limbered.
shouted Tallentyre.
what that is?
ist renegades!

committees proceeded

The “discussion”, by a

its feet.
to this

In dismay the machine un-
_“Communist League!”
“Do you know
That's the Trotsky-
These are the peo-

ple who refused to join our Anti-

these people? No, we can not. Yet
they want us to make united fronts
with the Norman Thomases. . .”

Koretz, the Stalinist needle
trades specialist, declared that
Trotskyist contraband was being
smuggled into the conference. Then
came the finished pronunciamento
by Carl Brosky which clinched the
question, “We are glad that the
social-fascists have their own unit-
ed front. It clears the air. We
can now build our united front in
solidarity with the working class”.

A few resolutions were read and
passed by acclamation including a
manifesto “to all members and fol-
lowers” of A. F. of L. unions, the
S. P. and so forth. Due to shortness
of time, the chairman announced
that the rest of thg resolutions
would be mailed to the respective
organizations. The motions of the
Communist League were ignored.
Repeated attempts of delegates to
take the floor on the question were
hammered down. When finally the
representative of the Left Poale
Zion proposed that A. F. of L. and
S. P. locals be directly invited to
participate, the motion was defeat-
ed by the Stalinist clique.

The credentiala committee re-
ported shortly before adjournment
“seating” 716 of the 1800 or more
people in the hall who had already
voted the business of the conference.

In the face of the rising Fascist
danger in this country, and with

League Statement to Conference

of “social fascism”—negates the
possibility of reaching broad mass-

Communists before|jer and the tragic defeat of the Ger-

‘man proletariat are eagerly ab-
sorbed by the bourgeoisie of other
countries. The “pattern” of bloody
reaction once supplied in the pres-
ent epoch, it becomes all the easier
for the capitalist class in any coun-
try, faced with the danger to it of
radicalization of the masses and a
militant proletariat, to hasten the
process of establishing a Fascist
dictatorship. It is in this sense
that a wave of reaction spreads
from country to country, just as a
successful revolution brings the
workers to their feet everywhere.
It is in this sense too that the de-
feat of the proletariat of onec coun-
try, is a defeat of the working class
of the entire world.

In France reaction moves apace,
The Doumergue government of “na-
tional concentration”, to which has
been assigned the task of ushering
in Fascism, prepares as its first step
to get rid of parliament so as to
rule by decree. A measure is about
to be proposed to permit the Presi-
dent to dissolve the Houose of
Deputies at will. Doumergue is to
receive the entire initiative in mat-
ters of finance also. Thus the ex-
ecutive arm of the government is
to be strengthened before the open
offensive against the working class.

* * * *

Uniting of the Forces of Reaction

The strong resistance of the
workers to the attempted Fascist
coup d’etat during the March riots,
has served to unite the entire reac-
tionary wing of the bourgeoisie.
Such organizations as the Action
Francaise, the Jeunesses Patriotes
(Patrotic Youth), the Solidarite

. In this fight they count-|to work within th i :

this June. I £ . v Wi © reactlona:ry This is the new trade union line the tragic examples of Germany|es in organizations not underjFrancaise (the armed bands of
ed on the support of Green and theltrade unions means to leave the in-|of the party. They have forgotten R . . .

other class collaborationists who, : ¥ ST. LOUIS and Austria before us, we find the|Communist Party influence. The|Coty), and the Croix de Feu, reac-

they hoped, could drag along a good
share of the workers support.

The Monopolists and their hench-
man in the NRA apparatus under-
stand what is before them. They
aim to avert any difficulties by a
manuever to keep the NRA out of
the Senate at this critical stage.
To do this they will “sacrifice” the
Licensing power vested in the Presi-
dent and rely on public opinion and
injunctions for enforcement. If the
injunction issued in California is
a forerunner of what is coming the
big capitalists have all the weapons
they need.

The sweeping reorganization in
the NRA, the change from the stage
of formulating codes to administer-
jng them, through the Department
of Justice, will more than compen-
sate for the dropping of the Lic-
ensing power.

* ® ® *

Profits Increase Under NRA

As part of the middle class cam-
paign against the big business lead-
ership of the NRA, Senator Nye is
stumping the country, telling a few
facts about it. He says that the
present program helps the monopo-
lists. “It’s administration has been
guch as to increase profits of cap
ital far beyond any increase en-
joyed by labor”, he says. “Indus-
trial Recovery under the New Deal
was to be won through the break-
ing up of the forces of greed and
monopoly. Under the NRA, mono-
poly has been more strongly in-
trenched than ever before.”

This information is not new to
us, but we can at least see that it

sufficiently-developed or backward
working masses to the influence of

nothing and learnt nothing.
—W.

Militant
Builders

The new campaign to add a sec-
ond thousand new subs to the Mili-
tant mailing list is under way. The
first thousand mark has already
been passed. As an illustration of
how it was done we print below a
letter from ome of the champion
sub-getters:

* %X % »
HOW COOVER DOES IT

Minneapolis, Minn,
Dear Comrade Stamm:

Yours of March 16 requesting a
story about getting Militant subs.
Well here are the facts, you write
the story.

I always have sub cards with me
and every opportunity I get when
talking to an acquaintance, a friend,
or a worker, I ask them if they read
the Militant; most of them don’t
and many of them will, when you
show them the paper and tell them
it’s six whole months or 26 issues
for only a 25c¢ piece.

Of course having been a member
of my union for 27 years and the
Minneapolis local for 24 years
gives me quite g field to work in
that many of the younger comrades
don’t have. Also, in these years
since belonging to the party and

Shachtman
Tour

Schedule

Sun., April 22—Kansas City, Mo.
Mon., April 23—Kansas City, Mo.
Tues., April 24—Kansas City, Mo.
Wed., April 26—St. Louis, Mo.
Thurs., April 26—S8t. Louis, Mo.
Fri, Aprilt 27—Staunton or Gil-
lespie, Il
Sat., Apru 28—Springfield, IIl
Sun., April 29—Davenport, Ia.
Mon., April 30—Davenport, Ia.
Tues., May 1—Chicago, Ill.
Wed. May 2—Chicago, Ill.
Thurs. May 3—Chicago, Il
Fri.,, May 4—Waukegan, Ili.
Sat.’ May 5—Detroit, Mich.
Sun., May 6-——Detroit, Mich.

JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE.

Max Shachtman will speak in St.
Louis Wednesday evening, ,7:30
P.M., April 25th, at the Crunden
Branch Library auditorimm, 14th
and Cass Avenues, on the subject:
“Why We Need a New Revolution-
ary Party”.

On Thursday evening, April 26th,
a banquet will be held with Shacht-
man, for the benefit of the Militant,
at 1719 Lafayette Avenue for all
sympathizers and friends of the
Left Opposition.

Davenport Meeting
THE COMING WAR
Fascism or Communism?
Lecture by
MAX SHACHTMAN
Member of the N. E. C.
at
Unity Center Hall, 3rd floor
Whitaker Bldg., 3rd and Brady Sts.
Davenport, Iowa
on
Monday, April 30, 1934 at 8 p.m.

ingham Road, Davenport, Iowa.

HELP THE CUB

The puppet government of Amer-
ican imperialism established in Cu-
ba upon the backs of the workers
through the defeat of the revolution
is endeavoring to stamp out the mil-
itant labor and revolutionary organ-
izations. Trade unions are sup-
pressed, the workers’ press smashed

AN STRUGGLE

betray the revolution and the estab-
proletariat, because over 80% of
imperialism.

action is ahead.
trenchment, A period of building of

A period of re- 1

two dominant parties of the work-
ing class, the Socialist and Com-
munist Parties, making no serious
efforts to build up a genuine united
front of workers organizations. In-
stead of a united front, we are con-
fronted with the spectacle of the
Mayor of New York and the police
department acting as arbiters be-
tween the two parties over the use
of Union Square for two
front” demonstrations against war
and Fascism.
The same policy that led in Eu-
rope to the destruction of all work-
ing class organizations by the Fas-
cist beasts are being followed in
America by these parties.
pose a policy that will prevent such
catastrophies, a policy of the real
united front—organization to or-
ganization—for the fight against
Fascism and for the defense of all
workers’ organizations.
The
dominates this conference proposes,
instead of such a united front, the
“united front from below”
C. P.
Admission 10c. Tickets obtainable|“uynited front”
from Betty Rowland, 22243 Rock-|with its own subsidiary organiza-
tions such as are represented here
in this conference.
menace rides roughshod over such
eriminal masquerades.
The Labor Committee for May
Day, dominated by
N . §
lishment of the dictatorship of the :)1?: t{;a‘;(;nt:ri’?;:é aasla:fgls:ztlg?hgr

. political groups, is preparing for a
the property is owned by American|y .. May Day demonstration. The

1 inst re- policy followed by the Communist
A period of struggle agalnst Te-1p, ..o (o wypiteq front from be-

ow”, based on the infantile theory

“united

‘We pro-

Communist Party which

under
Such a false
can be built only

leadership.

But the Fascist

the Socialist

disgrace of the Madison Square
Garden was seized upon by the So-
cialist Party bureaucracy to marsh-
al support against a real united
front.

Despite this, the Communist
League of America believes that
there is still a chance for one unit-
ed front demonstration on May
Day. We propose that this confer-
ence should now take the initiative,
not by empty appeals to “followers
and members” but by adopting the
following course:

1. Elect a representative com-
mittee at this conference to meet
directly with the Labor Committee
for May Day and propose the merg-
ing of the two existing May Day
conferences into one United Labor
Committee for May Day for the
buildng of one united May Day
demonstration.

2. That this conference and par-
ticipating organizations go on rec-
ord as ready to make mutual pledg-
es to the Labor Committee for May
Day not to interfere with or attack
the marchers, bannerg or speakers
of other participating organiaztions,
and thiat the same guarantee for a
real united front be asked of the
Labor Committee for May Day.

FOR THE REAL TUNITED
FRONT OF ALL WORKING
CLASS ORGANIZATIONS ON
MAY DAY!

FOR THE UNITED STRUGGLE
AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM!

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL
SOLIDARITY OF THE WORKING
CLASS!

—New York Local,
Communist League of America

tionary veterans under the influence
of the notorious munitions makers,
the Comite des Forges, have closed
ranks against the working class.
The Croix de Feu, in accepting the
cuts in pensions imposed by Dou-
mergue, has given him an wultima-
tum to take clear steps toward Fas-
cism before July 1st when the cut
is to become effective. Weygand
and other Generals of the Clerical
persuasion, are playing identically
the same role as the Italian and
German Fascist generals in arming
and drilling reactionary sections of
the middle class. And Doumergue
has already begun to disarm the
workers.
* * * ®

Fascist or Proletarian Dictatorship?

The French workers have shown
splendid readiness to unite to de-
feat fascism. It was their revo-
lutionary outpouring into the streets
that shut the door to an immediate
Fascist coup de’etat. But the gques-
tion now resolves itself into one of
organization and leadership. Only
Soviets, guided by a militant policy,
leading the workers from a defens-
ive struggle for workers’ rights to
the transformation of this struggle
for the seizure of power can save
France from the fater of Germany.
* x L I

The Farmer and American
Imperialism
American imperialism is faced
with the dilemma common to the
capitalists of all the advanced in-
dustrial countries. That dilemma
involves the imperialist policy of
monopoly capitalism for the native
farmers. The home farmers are
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Once More on Centrism

Editor’s Note— The following
article by comrade Trotsky was
written in reply to a criticism of
his previous article on “Centrism
and the Fourth International”
(Militant, March 17) which ap-
peared in De Fakkel, organ of
the Incependent Socialist Iarty
of Holland (0.S.P.). De Fakkel
disputed comrade Trotsky’s con-
tention that centrism has re-
placesl reformism as the main
tendency in the international
labor movement. De Fakkel also
defended the adhesion of the
0.S.P. to the London-Amsterdam
Bureau and its relations with the
Norwegian Labor Party (N.A.P.).

* * * *
“De Fakkel” on Centrism

De Fakkel’s criticism of my ar-
ticle (Centrism and the Fourth In-
ternational) is highly characteristic
of the make up of the leadership
of the O.S.P. as well as of left
centrism in general. It therefore
deserves to be analyzed.

Is it correct that the main tend-
ency of the working class movement
of the world consists in the trans-
formation of reformism into cen-
trism? De Fakkel disputes it. It
believes that everywhere is to be
observed simultaneously the striv-
ing to orient the movement towards
the right. It points thereby to the
French Neo-Socialists, the Belgian
Workers’ Party, the Iinglish Labor
Party and the Dutch Social Demo-
cracy. The facts indicated by De
Fakkel only confirm— when one
knows how to interpret them in
Marxian fashion—my assertion.

Why were the Neo-Socialists
ejected from the old party? Be-
cause it was clothing itself with
centrism. The right wing changes
into a conservative, nationalistic
cligue that has nothing more to do
with the working class movement.
The Belgian example is also a case
in point. De Fakkel reminds us of
Vandervelde’s recent avowal of al-
legiance to the King. But there is
nothing new in this. The plan of
de Man is new, In substance as well
as by its author’s admission the
plam is but an attempt to obliter-
ate the line of demarcation between
reform and revolution. In this pre-
cisely consists the essence of cen-
trism.

Centrism and Centrism

Monarchistic servility indicates
only that we must distinguish be-
tween centrism and centrism.
There are honest centrist moods of
the masses and there are conscious-
ly lying centrist designs of old par-
liamentary cheats of the masses.
But such designs have become nec-
essary precisely because of the shift
of the party base to the left. In
essence the matter stands no dif-
ferently also with the English La-
bor Party although in tempo and
in phenomenal form it is quite dif-
ferent. The going over of the Mac-
Donald clique to the reaction, on
the one hand, the expulsion of the
IL.P. from the Labor Party on the
other, are two very - significant
symptoms of the above mentioned
processas,

In the coming period we will in-
evitably observe a new development
of centrist currents in the Labor
Party. That the German S.P. lead-
ship with Wels, as well as the
leaders of Austro-Marxism, now
clothe their philistine prejudices in
the language of “revolution”, is
widely known. In countries with
a backward political development
the social-democratic apparatus can
afford, in the face of threatening
dangers—the growth of Fascism
and simultaneously of internal cen-
trist opposition—the attempt to
hold its positions by clinging to the
right, to the state, and by repres-
sions against the left, against its
own opposition. The formation of
the O.8.P. in Holland was the first
step in the open decomposition of
the old Dutch social democracy.
The development will proceed in
this direction.

Stages of Development

As a matter of practical policy in
every country it is naturally very
important not only to keep track of
the general tendency of development
but also of the stages thru which
it passes. For Holland as well as
for every other country it is of im-
portance, however, to recognize in
time the centrist disguise of form-
er reformism so that reformism it-
self be combatted not by centrist
but by Marxian methods.

Viewed historically reformism has
lost completely its social basis.
Without reforms there is no re-
formism, without prosperous capi-
talism, no reforms. The right re-
formist wing becomes anti-reform-
ist in the sense that it heips the
boureoisie directly or indirectly to
smash the old conquests of the
working class. It is false to consid-
er the Neo-Socialists as a working
class party. The split did mnot
weaken the old French Socialist
party, it strengthened it since, after
the cleansing, the party enjoys
greater confidence on the part of
the workers. But it must adapt it-
self to this confidence, and the
form of this adaptation is called
centrism.

Left Centrist Groupings

Left centrist groupings such as

the O.8.P. are not conscious of this

Trotsky Answers the
Criticism of Dutch
O.S.P. Paper

ponent part. Precisely because they
feel their principled weakness and
their inability to give the working
class a clear answer they must di-
vert the attention of workers from
centrist sickness to reformist dang-
er. In this they resemble old liber-
alism which always scared the
workers with reaction in order to
hold them back from the fight
against liberalism  itself. There-
fore, for instance, the declarations
of the O.S.P. and S.A.P. to the
Youth conference contain nothing
or almost nothing on centrism.
However, it is well known that pre-
cisely those parties that did not
permit themselves in the past to be
held back from a merciless fight
against liberal vacillations, always
proved to be the bravest fighters
against reaction. “The same holds
true now. Those revolutionists will
fight reformism best who are ab-
solutely independent of centrism
and view it critically and intransi-
geantly.

The London-Amsterdam Bureau

The London-Amsterdam Bureau
is unable to fight against reformism.
since it is a mutual aid society for
the vacillating and hesitant. De
Fakkel says: “The aim of the Bur-
eau is to win for the Fourth In-
ternational as many adherents as
possible”. The O.S.P. could have
joined the Second International
with the same justification. That
we must fight for the Fourth In-
ternational wherever possible is
clear. This task, however, means
an irreconcilable struggle against
the treacherous policy of Tranmael
and certainly not a brotherhood in

arms with him. That they “criti-
cize” Tranmael meanwhile makes
matters worse, since he is criticized
only to the extent that the working
agreement with him remains unbro-
ken, that is, apparent criticism is
made which only serves as a cover
for the out and out reactionary bloc.
The gallant Shakespearian actor
who was supposed to play the lion
at the court feared to frighten the
beautiful ladies and therefore
roared as softly, as tenderly as a
dove. Our highly respectable left
centrists become very gruff to Bol-
shevik “sectarians”; to the Tran-
maels they coo like doves.

01d Arguments of the Stalinists

De Fakkel acknowledges our
characterization of the Comintern
as that of bureaucratic centrism.
This, however, is only lip service,
since the whole working alliance
with the Amsterdam Bureau is
nothing else but a wilted, sickly
edition of the infamous Anglo-Rus-
sian Committee. There also were
found British “lefts” of the type of
Finn Moe* who were used as bait
by the real leaders. In defending
their brotherhood with Tranmael
De Fakkel, as well as the Neue
Front, repeats all the old arguments
of Stalin and Bucharin (‘“Masses”,
“Masses”, and again “Masses”!)
but in a worse form if anything.

Thus, 1 cannot recognize the val-
idity of a single argument which
De Fakkel brings against my ar-
ticle, by which, however, I do not
want to say that there are no flaws
in the article. Thus, for instance,
one could point out correctly that
the article does not reveal sufficient-
ly the practical and organizational

* Besides its left Finn Moes who
face the 0.8.P. and the S.AP. Tran-
mael has also his right Finn Moes
whose face is turned towards the
King's palace.

inadequacy of centrism. The cen-
trists like to speak of illegality, of
conspirative, underground methods.
As a rule, however, they do not take
their own words seriously. They
like to poke fun at bourgeois demo-
cracy; in practice however, they
always show naive trust in it. For
instance, when they -call togethef
an international conference it is
handled as though it were a matter
of a picnic; and the result is a ca-
tastrophe with a toll of heavy hu-
man sacrifices. If the matter should
be looked into a little closer it will
invariably be found that such or-
ganizational slovenliness is con-
nected with the ideological loose-
ness of centrism. Woe to those who
cannot learn from experience!

From Marxist Quality to Mass
Quantity

It is true that the organizational
base for the Fourth International
is as yet very narrow. In 1914,
however, the basis for the Third
International was even narrower.
The work of building up did not
consist, however, of grovelling be-
fore opportunist organizations of
the type of the N.A.P.,, but on the
contrary, of struggling for the lib-
eration of the workers from the in-
fluence of such organizations. The
real initiators of the Fourth Inter-
national begin with Marxist quality
to turn it afterwards into mass
quantity. The small but well hard-
ened and sharply ground ax splits,
hews and shapes heavy béams. We
should begin with an ax of steel.
Even here the means of production
is decisive.

With regard to the O.S.P., as in
all other cases, we draw a distine-
tion between the centrism of the
workers, which is only a transition
stage for them, and the professional
centrism of many leaders among
whom there are also incurables.
That we will meet with the major-
ity of the O.S.P. workers on the
road to the Fourth International—
of this we are quite certain.

—L. TROTSKY.
March 23, 1934

Who Lost the Nat

In 1929 the national income was
81 billion dollars; in 1930 it was
95 billion; in 1931—63 billion; in
1932—49 billion. Who lost the in-

come?
Labor income, which includes
both ‘“salaries” and wages, de-

creased 4095 in the three years. In-
comes to entrepreneurs, which in-
cludes farmers, decreased 44%.
But incomes from property, includ-
ing dividends and interest, de-
creased only 30%. As it will be
shown futrher on wages actually
decreased 61%.

Taking 1929 to represent 100 we
find that in 1930 wages paid to la-
bor in industry had fallen to 83.
On the other hand salaries paid in
industries (that is to the big shots,
the owners) remained practically
stationery, being listed at 99.3. In-
comes from Teal estate stood at
84.4; Dividends at 97.2 and interest
at 102.4.

Wages in 1931

In 1931 wages fell to 61 and in-
come from real estate to 65. Hoov-
erville cities, two and three families
of workers moving together, account
for this decline of income of the
real estate sharks. The wages of
the workers have been driven down
more than one third. “Salaries” in
1931 find the same level as wages
found in 1930, recorded at 83. Div-
idends drop to 72 and income to
farmers to 76. Interest remains at
99, having suffered very little.

In 1932 wages went to a new low
level—379. “Salaries” fell to 50,
dividends to 43, farmers 59. Inter-
est held its own at 98.

While bourgeois economists sep-
arate dividends, interests and sal-
aries and try to make us believe
that they represent three different
“classes” of income it is done only
for the purpose of confusion and to
throw dust in our eyes. “Salaries”
are in many cases in reality only
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The resolution of the National
Youth Committee was received with
a certain amount of disagreement.
None of it appeared in print, there-
fore the delay in the appearance of
this article: We propose to deal
here with several disputed points.
At a later date we hope to return
to a more thorough discussion of
these points and their ramifications.

I
Among some of the comrades of

the Communist League there ap-
pears a certain tendency to the
effect that the Spartacus Youth

League should not be subordinated
politically to the L. O. Some go
further and state “that the youth
should never have been subordin-
ated to the Party.” These latter
comrades forget that during the
World War the International Union
of Socialist Youth was the center of
the European revolutionary anti-
war fighters. They forget that the
Socialist youth organizations were
political parties in their respective
countries. They forget that as late
as the Third Congress of the Comin-
tern, in reality, two parties existed
in several countries, divided only
by age. For that reason it was de-
cided that one organization, the ad-
ult, be recognized as the political
leader of the working class.

The other comrades contend that
at the present time a youth organi-
zation should be formed upon a min-
imum program, but with no political
subordination. The result would be
a mass organization, built up by the
Opposition youth, but being used as
a battleground by all the existing
political youth organizations (Y.
C. L, X¥. P. S. L, P. Y. L.), each
of which would hava Its own front,
conduct its operations from there,
and eventually destroy the organl-
zation. Furthermore, the idea of
constructing a non-political youth
organization is merely an involunt-
ary support to the slogan of the
bourgeoisie and their socialist
agents: “The youth must stay out
of politics.”

IL.

A year ago comrade Martin Abern
wrote an article in the Militant
(2-4-33 & 2-11-33) in which he call-
ed for the liquidation of the Na-
tional Students League. No one
with an understanding of the func-
tions of a revolutionary youth or-
ganization (S. Y. L.) could oppose
such g position. The reason we
bring the question to the fore again
is because it becomes now a more
urgent task than ever to define our
policy towards the N. S. L. When
Abern wrote his article, the N. S. L.
still called itself a ‘‘revolutionary”
organization. Now it is a “mass”
student organization based wupon
immediate demands of the students.
Its main appeal has shifted from
the ‘proletarian” students to the
petty-bourgeois. It is now begin-
ping negotiations with the Inter-
collegiate Council of the League
for Industrial Democracy, a petty-
bourgeois ‘“Soclalist” organization,

process of which they form a com-

for amalgamation. The N. S. L.,
built by the Communists, can easily
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OntheResolution of the National YouthCommittee

become an overwhelmingly petty-
bourgeois organization. In a rev-
olutionary crisis, in which a strong,
demagogic Fascist movement exist-
cd, the probabilities are that the N.
S. L. would come under the control
of the Fascists. The N. S. L. can
perform no good. It may render
immeasurable harm. It must be
destroyed!
L.

The resolution rejects the idea of
periphery organizations, and in the
same paragraph speaks of the for-
mation of sports teams by the 8. Y.
L. No one can object to either
idea, but putting the two so close
together suggests (and it i3 so un-
derstood by certain comrades) that
we are opposed to a Workers’ Sport
Federation, contending that the S.
Y. L. will perform that function.

The overwhelming majority of
the organized American proletarian
youth is in a sports organization of
one form or another. The over
whelming majority of these are un-
der bourgeois influence. At the
present moment these organizations
are a recruiting ground for the
bourgeois militarists. We must
wrest the workers from their con-
trol and organize them into their
own class sport organizations. One
of the main purposes of this Sport
Federation will be to fight against
reaction, militarism, and Fascism.
The main task is to organize class
sport organizations, with Communist
nuclei working within, and, if possi-
ble, directing these organizations.
The main slogan in the process of
organization is: “Class against
class!”

IV.

On the question of industrial work
the resolution is very ambiguous.
It states that the economic work of
the youth must not be separated
from that of the adults and must
be politically subordinated to the
latter. That is undeniable. The
comrades (and also the Y. C. L.)
subscribe to that. Some of the com-
rades (and also the leadership of
the Y. C. L.) see no contradiction
between supporting the above pro-
position and building youth trade
union fractions and shop commit-
tees, even where such adult groups
exist. To this we are opposed. Sep-
arate youth shop committees and
trade union fractions presuppose
urgent demands of the youth that
are quite different from those of the
adult workers. But no such con-
ditions exist.

In 1930 (according to the census
bureau’s report that year) there
were approximately 33,000,000
workers over the age of fifteen.
22,422,485 of these workers were
from the ages of 15 to 24 inclusive.
Out of approximately 48,000,000
workers over the age of ten, 36,723.
059 were from 10 to 24 years old
inclusive. The quantitative increase
in highly concentrated and central-
ized large scale industry in Amer-
ica has resulted in a qualitative
change in the workers engaged in
this industry (their wages, ages,
hours and conditions of work, ete.)

So now a condition exists where
there is no great gap between young
and old workers; a gap which must
be bridged by youth fractions and
economic organizations. Virtually
the same difference exists between
men and women as between young
and old. Why not women’s shop
committees and trade union frac-
tions?

The logic of a position that sup-
ports youth trade union fractions is
to go over to the support of the
idea of youth trade union sections
and youth trade unions. And this

idea is not as far fetched as it
sounds. It has its precedent. The
Young Communist International,

which promoted the idea of trade
union youth fractions, had to deal
with the logical results of its pol-

icy. The League members demand-
ed youth sections in the trade un-
ions. In certain countries where
Red trade unions existed, such
youth sections were born. These
new-born sections in turn began to
yowl for youth trade unions. The
Y. C. 1. realized the danger, and in
the resolution on economic trade-
union work adopted at its Fourth
Congress, condemned the idea of
youth trade unions and trade union
sections.

The youth must form a part of
the general shop committee and
Communist tradé wunion fraction.
Future resolutions must reject the
idea of youth trade union fractions
and shop committees in no uncer-
tain terms.

—BERNARD M. LANDAU.

Thz Tasks of—t-i;ﬁational Youth

Committee

The entire development of our
organization from its very incep-
tion, has been an abnormal one,

not only by virtue of its political
character, but even from the point
of view of the elements composing
the movement.

Coming from an organization
(the Y. C. L.) isolated from the
masses of American young workers,
the offspring necessarily set about
the task of converting the fa-
ther to the cause of the Left Op-
position (Marxism). For two or
more years we strove in this way.
For two or more years we concern-
ed ourselves, and inevitably so, with
faction activity with regard to the
Y. C. L., and with the education of
our membership in the spirit of
orthodox Marxism,

When the vicissifudes of time de-
manded a change of character of
our organization, we looked about
and beheld a ghastly sight.

Sectarian Organization

Not only was the organization it-
gself a sectarian one, devoid of all
contact with the masses of young
workers, but its membership,
through its long isolation in a sec-
tarian Y. C. L. and a more sectar-
jan 8. Y. C, had lost all of its
connections with the American
young workers; had lost the pulse
beat, the temper and the mood of
the young workers. And more, our
comrades had forgotten how to work
among the proletarian youth. Thus
matters stand today. We are sec-
tarian—our members have forgot-
ten the elementary laws of work
among the masses of youth—we

have, so to speak, ‘“developed”
“above” the American working
youth.

We have given our membership
a good education, oft-times, I be-
lieve, “too good”. We have intro-
duced our comrades to fields of pol-
emics in which only trained Marx-
ists had heretofore dared to enter:
we have offered our members good
company to satiate their literary
and musical appetites: all of which
is good—excellent, were it not so
lop-sided. Every radical and “in-
tellectual” youth has learned to look
up to us,—whilst our members have
learned to look down upon every in-
dividual who cannot create six met-
aphors and eight similes in every
paragraph of his writing. That is
what we mean when we speak of

“abnormal development” and “de-
veloping above the working youth.”

Eduecation and Mass Work

This highly developed system of
education is OUR CONTRIBUTION
to the revolutionary youth move-
ment, but this remains a positive
feature ONLY TO THE EXTENT
THAT WE BLEND THIS EDUCA-
TION WITH OUR MASS WORK.
We are not charlatans, We do not
learn. for the sake of learning. We
educate ourselves with the aim of
employing our knowledge in the
struggle for the winning of the
majority of the youth to the pro-
gram of Marxism. Otherwise it is
as the frosting without the cake.

Some of our members have con-
ceived of a youth organization with
grades depending upon the intellec-
tual superiority of one group over
the other. This variation of the
Stalinist system of periphery or-
ganizations around a highly politic-
alized “youth party” is a direct
product of this high-hatted attitude
of looking down upon the average
young worker. And what is far
more important, those members
who defend the idea of a primary
guild in the S. Y. C. where the
members will be trained for mem-
bership for the 8. Y. 0. (upper
group), reveal their complete ignor-
ance of the function and purpose
of the youth movement as the
training school for the class strug-
gle and for the preparation of its
members for entrance into the pa-
rent organization which is the poli-
tical force capable of leading that
struggle.

Space does not permit elaboration
but the author is preparing a series
on youth problems which will deal
in greater detail on this point. Suf-
fice now to say that, in so far as a
youth organization is a training
school, and therefore, opens its
ranks to practically all youth, to
that extent (in contradistinction to
the adult organization) it is a
BROAD organization. Anyone who
conceives of the youth organiza-
tion as one with a section of in-
tellectually capable comrades and a
section of intellectualy inferior com-
rades, conceives in the last anal-
ysis, of the youth movement as a
political parallel to the adult or-
ganization, differing only in age.

This conception, expressed in

some of the articles in pre-confer-
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An Analysis of Facts and
FiguresRegardingW ages
and Dividends

the amount which the boss decides
he is going to pay himself for be-
ing the boss. While rent, interest
and dividends are three different
things and are derived differently,
they are, nevertheless, the three
categories into which the surplus
value extracted from the hides of
the workers is divided. In this
light it would be well to reexamine
the figures given above and see
what they mean.
Dividing the National Income

It is in fact necessary to divide
the national income into the two
classes belonging to it—the amount
that went to the bourgeois and
petty bourgeois class, constituting
about 32% of the people, and the
amount that went to the workers
comprising the remaining 68%.

Thus we find that while wages
decreased in 1930 to 839% of the
1929 level the share of the boodle
which went to the hosses decreased
to only 95.5%. In other words the
workers suffered a 179 loss while
the bosses suffered only a 4.5% de-
crease. In 1931 the wages of the
workers were driven down to 61%
of the 1929 level. Not so the bosses.
Their average income stands at
appoximately 80% of the 1929 fig-
ure. But in 1932 while the wages
of the workers dropped to the star-
vation level of 39% of 1929 the
average income for the boss class
still remains relatively high at
61%.

It can safely be said that the in-
come for the exploiting classes as
a whole remained at 61% of what
it was in 1929. Yes the bourgeois
economist will admit and immedi-
ately try to say that the workers
income level has sunk to 39%. But
this is a falsehood as he no doubt
knows. When we consider that at the
end of 1932 at least one-third of the
workers are unemployed, and that
about one half of these were already
out of a job in 1929 then it can be
seen that the income level of the
class as a whole has sunk to 329!
This is the unpalatable truth which
even such “liberals” as Walter Lipp-
mann prefer not to see.

Bosses’ Income Stood Up

For the three years 1930-31-32 the
income of the boss class averages
approximately 80% of the 1929 level.
On the same basis it could be argued
that the workers for the same three
years averaged 61% of their 1929
income. However, if we accept that
25% will represent the average un-
employment during this period (and
it is, all in all, a conservative esti-
mate) then the average wages of
the working class as g whole has
sunk to 45% of what it was in 1929.

But these gentlemen will howl,
this loss represents not a ‘“real”
loss but merely a monetary loss.
The argument is that the real av-
erage wages of the workers has not
sunk 39% (their figures; in reality

ence discussion, reflects also the
failure to comprehend the difference
in youth age from the physical
point of view as distinguished from
the intellectual. A youth in the
revolutionary movement remains a
youth notwithstanding his age only
to the degree that he is inexperi-
enced intellectually. When once he
advances to the stage where he can
comprehend problems from a Marx
ian point of view, his period as a
youth is “terminated” and he is
ready for the adult movement. (1
regret that I cannot elucidate.)
Necessary Steps

The steps necessary to accomplish
our tasks are two fold:—

1. Training our members to act
as young workers; training them
to interest themselves in the prob-
lems of the young workers; training
them to work with and among the
young workers. That is the process
of the Americanization of our or-
ganization.

2., Making contact with
masses of American youth.

The success of all of our work,
economic as well as anti-militarist
(the resolution had not a word to
say about anti-militarist work); de-
pends largely upon our ability to
make contact with the masses of
youth. This can be realized only
by advancing the slogan “Into the
opponent mass youth organizations.”
This is the single slogan that can
fill the gap of our transition period.
Opponent work departments must
be established. Comrades must
be sent into mass youth organiza-
tions where they will be able to
contact young workers, and where
their knowledge can be utilized in
winning over young workers to our
point of view.

It is not easy to enter large fac-
tories or to contact young workers
from the outside of the factory; it
is easy to enter mass organizations
where youths working in large fac-
tories gather. Draw them into our
organization and you have g real
base for collaboration with the
adult organization in the economic
fleld and the executlon of the duties
of a youth organization in every

the

other fleld. ..—-NATHAN GOULD.

ional Income?

55%). This is, of course, true and
no doubt Mr. Lippmann is correct
when he says that the 57 billion
loss for the years 1930-31-32 was,
in terms of prices, only 35 billion,
However, it must be recorded for
their sake that the two staple com-
modities for which the worker
spends a large part of his wages,
bread and milk, bear about the same
price tag in 1932 as they did im
1929,

Commodity Prices

It is, however, true that the com-
modity prices by 1932 had found
low levels which they had not
struck for years. In terms of com-
modity prices it would be bard to
say to what point the real wages
of the workers had been depressed,
since we have not on hand any fig-
ures on 1929 commodity prices. If
by 1932 the monetary wages of the
workers had fallen to 619, it would
be safe to say that the cut in real
wages amounts to about 35 to 40%
at the end of the third year.

It was on the basis of the 1932
dollar and its commodity purchas-
ing power that the codes of the
NRA were based. The NRA was
supposed to do three things. First,
increase the purchasing power of
the workers by increasing wages.
How this was accomplished may be
read in the history of one of the
biggest strike waves which the
American boss class has ever faced,
Secondly, it was supposed to increase
production as a result of the in-
crease in purchasing power. It has
also failed to do this, due to the
third thing the NRA was supposed
to do and actually has done—in-
crease prices of commodities. Since
the price increase has exceeded the
wage increase (wherever such wage
increase has been obtained) the re-
sult is that the worker has accept-
ed another wage cut. And, of
ocurse, we are speaking in terms of
real wages which the bourgeois
economist over emphasizes when he
is apologizing for the Hoover re-
gime, and which he doesn’t like to
mention at all when defending the
Roosevelt “New Deal”.

The 59 Cent Dollar

But the end is not yet here. The
59 cent dollar, they tell you glibly,
was designed primarily to force our
dollars into foreign markets where
the pound and the franc could not
go, le, to increase our exports.
This is true and leads to what the
bourgeois economists are wisely
silent on-— the mnext imperalist
world war for the purpose of re-
partitioning the world market. But
the American worker, too, will feel
the effects of the 59 cent dollar and
when he begins to draw his pay in
59 cent dollars he will speedily
realize that what he most of all
needs is a substantial wage increase
to offset the devastating wage-cut
of the devaluated dollar. And he
will find the NRA and its compli-
cated legal machinery in his way.

Wages and Interest

There are two significant things
brought out by the statistics quoted
in the previous paragraphs which
we will call to your attention.
First, that the actual wages of the
employed workers dropped to 39%
of the 1929 level, and that if you
take the class as a whole, wages
dropped to about 329%. But the
bosses will say, we “feed” the un-
employed. Not so. Even the miser-
able relief wages given out to the
unemploeyd was made up in large
part out of the pay envelopes of the
workers already receiving starva-
tion wages.

The second thing we would call
to your attention is the high in-
come level held by interest during
the worst year of the depression.
It never sunk below 95. The one %
of the people who own 33% of the
nation’s wealth, the handful of
banks dominated and controlled by
the Rockefellers, Morgans, and
Mellons, who in turn dominate
through finance and credit the na-
tion’s industry—they must have
their pound of flesh. The income
of the 68% sunk 68. The income
of the 1% as expressed in interest,
sunk less than 59%.

—G. ROBERTS.

Dutch Aid Hitler

That the Dutch Government is
favorably inclined toward the Nazis
or at least underestimating the ex-
tent of poisonous Hitler propaganda
in Holland, is amply proven by an
investigation of Nazi activities by
T. I. 8. correspondents.

Official rules forbidding political
activities of foreign residents in
Holland are enforced omly against
the German emigrees, while the ac-
tivities of the Nazis and their sym-
pathizers are benevolently over-
looked. The incident at Laren, the
recent prison sentence against the
German emigrant writer Heinz Liep-
mann for alleged insults to Hinden-
burg, and many other instances are
cases to the point. Nazis, on the
other hand, are free to indulge in
systematic propaganda. Recently
German Nazis were permitted to
cross the border in military forma-
tions and visit the Dutch border
town Toetinchen. Nazi meetings and
street parades were held under the
protection and escort of the Dutch

police,
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REVIEWING
THE NEWS

The expulsion of Leon Trotsky
from France, and the attack which
has been launched against him by
the entire reactionary and counter-
revolutionary press is dealt with
elsewhere in the Militant. The
press attack reveals that the “unit-
ed front from below” is not the
only kind practiced by Stalinist
jackals.

* * * *
L’Humanite and Liberte

In the yelping chorus of attack
the blood hounds are led by the
Stalinist L’Humanite and the
Fascist Liberte. “He should be
driven from France like a cur’™—
howls the reactionary organ. “A
despicable character and a rene-
gade, waxing fat on his writings,”
seconds I Humanite. The hirelings
of Stalin who could not stomach a
united front with the Social Demo-
cracy to prevent Hitler coming to
power are not so squeamish when
it comes to attacking and driving
from France Lenin’s co-worker—
the organizer of the Red Army.

In 1918 the reactionary press de-
nounced both Lenin and Trotsky as
“Despicable characters waxing fat
on German funds”. In this attack,
at that time, they were joined by
many Mensheviks who are now on
the Stalinist payroll. The list in-
cluded, in America, the hireling
Moisseye Olgin.

* * * *

Stalin and Kemal Pasha

In 1928 Stalim, fearing the reac-
tion to the murder of the best
known and most capable of Russian
revolutionists, decided = instead to
deport him. By a united front with
Mustapha Kemal Pasha, murderer
of Turkish revolutionists, Stalin se-
cured an agreement to confine Trot-
sky to the island of Prinkipo. The
motion for his exile was carried
against the votes of the few re-
maining members who had served

on the Party’s Polburo with Lenin.
* * * *

Later when all of Lenin’s eco-
workers were removed from the
leadership and only Stalin, of all
those who served on the Polburo
in Lenin’s day, remained, Trotsky's
citizenship was taken away. He
who had made Soviet visas pos-
gible found himself without a Visa
by Stalin, the one member of the
Polburo, who in Lenin’s estimation
was disloyal, overbearing, an abus-
er of power and unfit for leadership.

L] * * L ]
H. George Invents a Plot

In 1931, when Trotsky applied
for permission to visit Czecho-Slo-
vakia, Harrison George, in the
vegetarian mess which he served
to the readers of the Daily Work-
er, attacked Trotsky with a vicious-
ness exceeded only by the White
Guard press of Czecho-Slovakia.
George, using his imagination to
concoct a story that would gain
him prestige with his masters,
stated that the Czecho-Slovak Gov-
ernment, Kerensky and Trotsky
were meeting in Prague to prepare
an attack on the Soviet Union. The
White Guard press in Prague de-
nounced Trotsky as a murderer and
an enemy of civilization. Trotsky
was not granted a visa. Stalinism
and the White Guards again saved

civilization.
L] = * *

“Yanguard of the Bourgeoisie”

Wrecks of what once were revo-
lutionists, like Bill Dunne, and
gpineless chatterers who never
could be revolutionists, like Sam
Don, again and again denounced
Trotsky as the “advance agent of
imperialism”. That snivelling Ur-
jah Heap, Earl Browder, whose
belly-crawling to Losovsky and
Stalin won him the leadership of
the American Party at the recent
convention, cautioned new members
of the Party from considering Trot-
skyites as “a branch of Commun-
ism”. “They are rather a police
agency of the capitalist class”.
By his interview in the Evening
Post, Browder shows himself to be
part of the united front with the
“capitalist police agency” that is
hounding Trotsky from France.

* * L *

“Against Fascism—for the Fourth
International”

Quotations published in the cap-
italist press, from the stirring man-
ifesto of the Fourth International,
should be enough—if anything was
needed—to show, that Leon Trot-
sky today, is the self-same revolu-
tionist, the organizer and leader of
the revolutionary proletariat, as he
was when he organized the insur-
rection in Petrograd, when he or-
ganized and led the Red Army to
victory and as he was when Lenin
in bis last message to the Party
called him “the most capable man
on the Central Committee”.

Even if murdered by White
Guardists, or assassinated by Stal-
in’s ‘agents as was the sterling re-
volutionist, Blumkin, of one thing
both Stalinists and White Guard-
ists, in their united front, cam be
gsure—the International Communist
League which Trotsky organized
and inspired will go forward in the
building of the Fourth Internation-
al that will lead the workers of the
werld to final victory.

’ ~—BILL.

In full realization of the great
historic responsibility which de-
volved upon them, the undersigned
organizations have unanimously de-
cided to combine their forces for
joint work for the regeneration of
the revolutionary proletarian move-
ment on an international scale. As
the basis for their activity they lay
down the following principles:

1. ‘The mortal crisis of imperial-
ist capitalism, which has taken the
props out from under reformism
(social-democracy, the Second In-
ternational, the bureaucracy of the
International Federation of trade-
unions), poses imperatively the
question of the break with reform-
ist policy and of the revolutionary
struggle for the conquest of power
and the establishment of the prole-
tarian dictatorship as the only
means for the transformation of
capitalist society into a socialist
gociety. i

2. The problem of the proletari-
an revolution bears, by its very
nature, an international character.
The proletariat can build a com-
plete socialist saciety only, on the
basis of the world division of labor
and world cooperation. . The under-
signed categorically reject, there-
fore, the theory of “socialism in
one country” which undermines the
very foundation of proletarian in-
ternationalism,

3. No less energetically must be
rejecttd the theory of the Austro-
Marxists, centrists and Left re-
formists who, under the pretext of
the international character of the
gocialist revolution, advocate an
expectant passivity with regard to
their own country delivering there-
by the proletariat in reality into
the hands of IFascism. A proletar-
ian party which evades the seizure
of power under the present historic
conditions commits the worst of be-
trayals. The victorious proletariat
of one country must strengthen its
national dictatorship by socialist
construction, which remains of nec-
essity incomplete and contradictory
until the working class seizes po-
litical power in at least a few ad-
vanced capitalist countries. Simul-
taneously, the ' victorious working
class of one country must direct all
its efforts to the extension of the
socialist revolution to other coun-
tries. The contradiction between
the national character of the seiz-
ure of power and the international
character of socialist society can be
resolved only by courageous revolu-
tionary action.

4. The Third International
which grew out of the October re-
volution laying down the principles
of proletarian policy in the epoch of
imperialism and giving the world
proletariat the first lessons in the
revolutionary struggle for power,
fell victim of a chain of historical
contradictions. The treacherous
role of the social-democracy, the
immaturity and inexperience of the
Communist parties led to the break-
down of the post war revolutionary
movements in the East and in the
West. The isolated position of the
proletarian dictatorship in a back-
ward country gave an extraordinary
power to the ever more conservative
and nationally-limited Soviet bu-
reaucracy. The slavish dependence
of the sections of the Comintern on
the Soviet tops led, in its turn, to
a new series of grave defeats, to
bureaucratic degeneration to the
theory and practice of the Commu-
nist parties, to their organizational
weakening and more than that, the
Comintern proved not only incap-
able of fulfilling its historic role
but became more and more of an
obstacle in the way of the revolu-
tionary movement.

5. The advance of Fascism in
Germany put the organizations of
the working class to a decisive test.
The social-democracy once more
confirmed the designation given it
by Rosa Luxemburg and revealed
itself for the second time ag ‘“the
stinking corpse” The overcoming
of the organizations, ideas and
methods of reformism is the neces-
sary prerequisite for the victory of
the working class over capitalism.

6. ""he German events revealed
with no less force the collapse of
the Third International. Despite its
fourteen years existence, despite
the experience gained in gigantic
battles, despite the moral support
of the Soviet state and the plenti-
ful means for propaganda, the Com-
munist party of Germany revealed
its incapacity under conditions of
a grave economic, social and politi-
cal crisis, conditions exceptionally
favorable for a revolutionary vic-
tory, and thereby showed conclus-
ively that despite the heroism of
many of its members it had become
totally incapable of fulfilling its
historic role.

7. The position of world capital-
ism; the frightful crisis which
plunged the working masses into
unheard of misery; the revolution-
ary movement of the oppressed col-

onial masses; the world danger of

Fascism; the perspective of a new
cycle of wars which threaten to
destroy the whole human culture—
these are the conditions which im-
peratively demand the welding to-
gether of the proletarian vanguard
into a mew (Fourth) International.
The undersigned obligate them-
selves to direct all their forces to
the formation in the shortest pos-
sible time of this International on
the firm foundation of the theoretic
and, strategic principles laid down
by Marx and Lenin.

8. While ready to co-operate
with all organizations, groups and
factions which are actually develop-
ing from reformism or bureaucratic
centrism (Stalinism) towards re-
volutionary Marxian policy the un-
dersigned at the same time declare
that the new International cannot
tolerate any conciliation towards
reformism or centrism. The nec-
essary unity of the working class
movement cannot be attained by
the blurring of reformist and revo-
lutionary conceptions or the adapt-
ation to the Stalinist policy, but
only by combatting the poliices of
both bankrupt Internationals. To
remain equal to its task the New
International must not permit any
deviation from revolutionary princ-
iples in the question of the insur-
rection, the proletarian dictator-
ship, the Soviet form of the state,
ete.

9. By its class basis, by its so-
cial foundations, by the incontest-
ably prevailing forms of property,
the U. 8. S. R. remains also today
a workers’ state, that is an instru-
ment for the building of a socialist
society. The new International will
inscribe on its banner as one of its
most important tasks the defense
of the Soviet state from imperial-
ism and internal counter-revolu-
tion. Precisely the revolutionary
defense of the U. S. 8. R. places
upon us the imperative task of
freeing the revolutionary forces of
the entire world from the corrupt-
ing influence of the Stalinist Com-
intern and of building a new Inter-
national. Only under the condition
of complete independence of the
international proletarian organiza-
tions from the Soviet bureaucracy
and the tireless unmasking of its
false methods before the working
masses is a successful defense of
the Soviet Union possible.

10. Party democracy is a neces-
ary prerequisite for the healthy de-
velopment of revolutionary prole-
tarian parties on a national gs well

ORTHE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

THE HISTORIC DECLARATION OF THE FOUR ORGANIZATIONS AT PARIS

as on an international scale. With-
out the freedom of criticism, with-
out the elections of functionaries
from top to bottom, withut; the
control of the apparatus by the
rank and file, no truly revolutionary
party is possible.

The need for secrecy under con-
ditions of illegality changes com-
pletely the forms of the internal
life of a revolutionary party and
makes wide discussions and elec-
tions difficult, if not altogether im-
possible. But even under the most
difficult conditions and circum-
stances the basic demands of a
healthy party regime retain their
tull 1orce: honest information of
the party, freedom of criticism and
a real inner unity between the lead-
ership and the party majority. Hav-
ing suppressed and crushed the will
of the revolutionary workers, the
reformist bureaucracy turned the
social-democracy and the trade-
unions into impotent bodies despite
their membership numbering mil-
lions. Having stiled demo-
cracy, the Stalinist bureaucracy
stiled also the Comintern. The
new International, as well as the
parties adhering thereto, must
build their entire inner life on the
basis of democratic centralism.

11. The undersigned created a
permanent commission of delegate
representatives and assigned the
following to it.

(a) The elaboration of a pro-
grammatic manifesto as the
charter of the new Interna-
tional;

(b) the preparation of & critical
analysis of the organizations
and tendencies of ihe pres-
ent-day workers’ movement
(theoretic commentary to the
Manifesto) ;
the elaboratiorr ¢f theses on
all the fundainental questions
of the revolutionary strategy
of the proletariat;

(d) the representation of the
undersigned organizations be-
fore the outside world.

SIGNED:

-E. .Bauer—International Left
Opposition (Bolshevik-Len-
inists)

J. Schwab—S.A.P. (Socialist
Workers Party of Germany)

J. P. Schmidt—o0. S. P. (In-
dependent Socalist Party of
Holland.

K. Sneevliet—R. S. P. (Re-
volutionary Socialist Party
of Holland)

(c

~

Aroused by the recent deportation
from Holland to Germany of four
German workers, refugees from
Hitler persecution, American labor
groups and advocates of civil lib-
erty yesterday asked the Dutch
Government through its local Con-
sul General for guarantees of asy-
lum for political exiles. A joint
statement of protest against present
Dutch policy was presented to the
Consul General’s office, 17 Battery
Place, by Herbert Solow George D.
Herron and James Rorty for the
Provisional Committee for Non-
Partisan Labor Defense which drew
up and’ circulated the protest.

The statement read in part as
follows:

“¥or a worker to cherish oppo-
sition to the Hitler dictatorship
is to risk prison, concentration
camp brutalities, even the execu-
tioner’s axe. . . . We wish you to
forward our demand that your
government immediately and pub-
licly guarantee to all German po-
litical refugees safe conduct
through and asylum in Holland.
Until such a guarantee has been
made, we will do our utmost to
acquaint the masses of America
with the attitude and activities
of the Dutch government and to
arouse them tao effective expres-
sion of the profound horror and
anger we know they will feel.”

Organizations Signing Protest

Among the organizations endors-
ing the protest are, besides the Pro-
visional Committee, the Young
People’s Socialist League, the
League for Industrial Democracy,
the National Unemployed League,
the American Workers Party, the
Spartacus Youth Clubs, the ' Com-
munist League of America, the
Communist Party Opposition, and
the Jewish Workers Party. In ad-
dition it is endorsed by Roger Bald-
win, director of the American Civil
Liberties Union; Carlo Tresca, edi-
tor of Il Martello and anarchist
leader; Herman Gund, General Or-
ganizer of the Amalgamated Food
Workers Union; James P. Cannon,
editor of the Militant; Alex Bail,
editor of the Workers Age.

Solow, Secretary of the Provis-
ional Committee, said the refusal
to transmit the protest will cause
a further intensification of the pro-
test movement. Many European or-
ganizations, Solow said, have regis-
tered protests and a fund is being
raised to help defend the four vic-
tims,

Labor Groups Protest Action of
Dutch Government

to Germany from Holland to seek
information about their fate. The
deported workers were delegates to
a conference of independent So-
cialist and Communist parties and
groups at Laren, Holland. When
the police dissolved it, two Ameri-
can delegates were also deported.

Labor Conference Sends Protest

Aroused by the hostile attitude of
the Dutch authorities against ex-
iled G/erman workers and Socialists,
the “Labor Conference to Combat
Hitlerism” has sent a sharply
worded letter to the Dutch Minister
in Washington, Jonkeer H. M. van
Haersma de With, protesting against
persecutions and asking that nec-
essary guarantees be given to the
“victims of a regime which is a
constant threat to humanity, free-
dom, peace and progress”. The ac-
tion follows the initiative taken in
the case by the Provisional Commit-
tee for Non-Partisan Labor Defense.

The letter, protests specifically
against the breaking up of a confer-
ence of representatives of young
workers’ organizations at Laren,
Holland, foreign delegates to which
were arrested and deported. Four
delegates were sent to Germany al-
though they were refugees from the
Hitler tyranny and were wanted by
the Nazl authorities.

The “Labor Conference to Combat
Hitlerism” is composed of workers’
organizations and trade unions in
the United States. Its headquar-
ters are in New York. David Du-
binsky, President of the Interna-
tional Ladies Garment Workers
Union, is chairman; B. Charney
Vladeck, treasurer, and Bela Low,
secretary:. The executive council
consists of Sidney Hillman, Presi-
dent of the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers of America; Joseph
Schlossberg, secretary-treasurer of
the A.C.W. of A; M. Danish of the
I.L.GW.U.; M. Zaritsky and N.
Spector, President and Secretary,
respectively, of the International
Union of Cap and Millinery Work-
ers; S. Weinberg and J. Baskin of
the Workmen's Circle; R. Guskin
and M. Finestone of the United
Hebrew Trades, Ph. Zausner of the
Painters District Council 9; A. Mil-
ler and L. Hollander of the Amal-
gamated Joint Board; Norman Tho-
mas, Socialist Leader; I. Nagler of
the Cloak Joint Board, and other
labor leaders.

An, attorney has been sentJOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE.

Following the conviction of Her-

ald Robins and Andres Gras, two
militant workers active in the hotel
strike, on a framed-up charge of
assaulting a scab, the labor-hating
judge Corrigan, who presided over
the trial and who wused all the
means in hig power to secure the
conviction, passed sentence on the
16th of April. Harold Robins was
given the maximum sentence under
the charge, from two and a half
years to five years in the peniten-
tiary. Gras was sentenced to serve
from one to two years.

The whole case was a conspiracy
of the Hotel Association in the at-
tempt to terrorize the hotel work-
ers and to stem their militancy.

Attorney Jacob D. Fishman has
been engaged to appeal the case on
the grounds that the two workers
did not get a fair trial. The judge

Robins and Gras Sentenced

refused to allow testimony in favor

of the accused, while he permitted|

the jury to be prejudiced by the
testimony of detectives that Robins
was a Communist and a strike agi-
tator.

Immediately after sentence was
passed, both Robins and Gras were
transferred from the Tombs to
Sing Sing pennitentiary.

THE INTERNATIONAL
BULLETIN

The English edition, printed form,
eight pages, is now off the press and
can be ordered directly from the
national oftice. It is 10 cents a
copy and cash must accompany all
orders.

ORDER A BUNDLE OF MILI-
TANTS—ONE CENT PER COPY.

at Irving Plaza on Sunday, April
Cannon reported on ‘‘Developments

Next Steps”.

monthly sums to the Militant.

New York.

43 Previously reported.

44. A. Toven, Bay Ridge

Pledge Fund

The Pledge Fund for the stabilization of the Militant took a big
leap forward at a closed mceting of sympathizers and members,

held
15th. At this mecting comrade
in thea Movement for a New Com-

munist Party, our Relations and Negotiations with Other Groups, and
Following the questions and discussion, an appeal for
Militant supporters was made and met with gratifying results. Seven-
teen of those present made definite pledges for regular weekly and

We urge other branches ta follow the experiment made by Local

In the last issue we reported 40 regular pledgers in addition to
three new ones, making a total of 43.
pledgers, of wheh 17 pledged at the meeting as stated above.

THE PLEDGERS

Today we report another 20

$1.00 monthly

45. F. Becker, Manhattan 50 weekly
46, A. W., New Haven 25  weekly
47. J. Tonasin, Bronx 25 weekly
48. Sydney M., Manhattan 1.00 monthly
49. Pauline M., Manhattan 25 weekly
50. A. McAbe, Bronx 25 weekly
51. Geltmans, Manhattan 1.00 monthly
52. A Sympathizer 50  weekly
53. Samuel E. Manhattan 1.00 monthly
54. Cyril W, Manhattan 25 weekly
55. N. P., Manhattan 1.00 monthly
56. Lillian G., Manhattan 1.00 monthly
57. Cornbo, Manhattan 25 weekly
58. E. C., Manhattan 1.00 monthly
59. E. J. C., Manhattan .50 monthly
60. Clara D., Manhattan 1.00 weekly
61. Anna E. Brooklyn 25 weekly
62. E. A, Bronx 1.00 monthly
63. A Friend, Manhattan 1.00 weekly

(paid 25 weeks in advance) ]
Once a month a complete list of all pledgers will be published.

Reactionaries Strike at
Leon Trotsky

(Continued from page 1)

must be driven away like a dog”.

How clearly and forcefully the
political issues, eventually become!
How unmistakably, through all the
fog of slander and falsification, the
essence of the eleven-years strug-
gle of the Bolshevik-Leninists
makes its way in these expressions
of the bourgeois governments and
newspapers! In the above quota-
tions the capitalist spokesmen of
Europe testify to their unalterable
conviction that Trotsky is the verit-
able representative of the revolu-
tionary program which they hate
and fear.

The treacherous policy of Stal-
inism, exposed already in a long
chain of events, is  demonstrated
once again before the workers of
the entire world in the present
case. The false face of Bolshevism
is torn aside; the ordinary stand-
ard of labor ethics espoused by
every simple and decent trade un-
jonist, which dictates ar attitude
of labor solidarity with a victim of
capitalist persecution,—even this is
lacking in the conduct of the cyni-
cal bureaucrats of Stalinism from
Moscow to Paris and from Paris to
New York.

Not a united front of the working
class against the class enemy, but
a united front with fascist reaction
—this is the essence of the Stalin-
ist practice in the campaign against
Trotsky. Frothing at the mouth,
every jackal of the apparatus, every
corrupt functionary of a ‘regime
that is corrupted to the core, barks
at the heels of the international
revolutionist.

“Drive him away like g dog”, de-
mands the Fascist newspaper. And
the spokesman of the Soviet Embas-
sy in Paris adds: “The Soviet Gov-
ernment is making no effort to in-
terfere.  We assume the French
Government is capable of handling
him”. (United Press, April 18).

“He advocates a revolution by
‘an armed workers’ militia’ ”?, say
the French “authorities” in an-
nouncing his deportation (Associ-
ated Press, April 18). L’Humanite,
organ of French Stalinism, replies:
“He is a renegade and a despicable
character generally”. (Herald Trib-
une correspondent, April 16).

“During the February clashes be-
tween the police and mobs”, the
French police charge, ‘“he sent
agents to the Socialist and Com-
munist leaders urging a ‘monster
joint meeting” to prepare for mass

actions”. (Associated Press, April
18). And the New York Freiheit,

which is against that kind of a
united front, explains in an edi-
torial on April 19th, that “Trotsky
. is a man whom the revolution-
ary workers the world over hate
and despise. . . . For the class con-
scious workers the Trotsky matter
is no more than an incident among
capitalist governments and. their
servant.”

Yes, Stalinist perfidy is revealed
once again and it is not by acci-
dent that they direct it against the
chief exponent of the revolutionary
doctrines which they trample in
the mud. They deported him from
the Soviet Union; they dickered
with the Turkish police to immure
him on an island as in a prison;
they connived with capitalist gov-
crnments to keep him out of Eu-
rope; under the guise of calling at-
tention to his lack of adequate
protection at Prinkipo they incited
White Guards (if not Stalinist
agents) to assassinate him; they
organized demonstrations against
his admission to France and now
they salute his deportation by a re-
actionary government that paves
the way for Fascism! And all this
cynical cooperation with the class
enemy is passed off as revolutionary
Bolshevism! Revolutionary work-
ers, learn to despise this bureaun-
cratic canaille which defiles the
very name off Bolshevism!

The Real Issues Break Through

The advanced workers all over
the world in increasing numbers
are beginning to see the issues as
they really are and to draw the
necessary conclusions. They are
breaking out of the circle that has
been drawn around them—the dev-
il’s circle of lies and calumnies, of
perversion, fakery and disorienta-
tion.

In the hail of persecution and
slander directed at the person of
Trotsky, first by war mongers and
social patriots during the - war;
then by the whole camp of reaction
in the Kerensky days and in the
first period of the Bolshevik revo-
lution ; later taken over and magni-
fied by the Stalinist bureaucracy
after the death of Lenin; and now
unfolding again under the leader-
ship of the blackest forces of cap-
italist reaction, with the Stalinists
in their train—in these campaigns
of rage and hate and persecution
concentrated on Trotsky the ad-
vanced and thinking workers of
the world are beginning to see what
is really involved: the struggle of
the classes.

And, more than that, the eleven-
years’ campaign of the Stalinists,
sandwiched in between the two great
world crusades of the bourgeoisie,
and fusing more or less openly with
the latest one, stands out now more
clearly in the same light. Trotsky,
the person, is the target of the at-
tacks of capitalist reaction because
he, more ably and -consistently
than any other, has pointed out the
way to the revolutionary struggle
and victory of the workers.

The campaign of Stalinism
against him personally was a cam-
paign against his ideas, and that,
in turn, has been at bottom a ful-
fillment of the commandsd of alien
classes. The whole ‘“anti-Trotsky”
course of Stalinism, studded along
the path for eleven years with dis-
organization and defeat of the
workers’ movement in all countries,
is true to itself and more self-re-
vealing than ever now. And the
conclusion is clearer and more in-
escapable than ever: Stalinism is a
reactionary force in the labor move-
ment of the world.

The accusations brought against
Trotsky by the French police re-
veal the whole essence of the mat-
ter in a few compact sentences.
They accuse him of working for a
united front of Socialists and Com-
munists “to prepare for mass ac-
tion” They charge him with ad-
vocating the formation of “a work-
ers’ militia” to repel the Fascist
attacks and to take the offensive
against them. They indict him for
his solemn warning to the workers
that they must “fight to the death”.
And they drive him out of France
because he summons the workers
to reorganize their ranks under the
banner of the Fourth International.

That, in brief, is indeed a pro-
gram to strike terror to the hearts
of all exploiters. In those clear,
simple words there is the prescrip-
tion for the workers’ struggle and
victory. If the workers will heed
these words in time, and carry
them out in Jeeds, they can reform
their ranks and halt the march of
reaction. The can smash the dread
menace of, fascism and clear the
way for revolutionary victory.

In these issues, so fateful for the
future of humanity, capitalist re-
action has taken the offensive.
Driving with breakneck speed to-
ward the establishment of a fas-
cist regime in France, they scent
danger in the program of Trotsky
and launch a furious campaign
against him. By the same token
the workers of France and of all
countries ought to rally to his aid
without delay. The defense of
Trotsky's life at the present mo-
ment is a duty enjoined upon the
labor movement in order to defend
itself.

—JAMES P. CANNON.

WILL FASCISM COME TO
AMERICA?
Lecture By
JAMES P. CANNON
Friday, May 4, 1934
at 8:00 P.M.
Elm Mill Building, 532 Warren St.
Opposite Waumbeck St.
Roxbury, Mass

Admission 15 Cents

Auspices: Boston Branch Communist
League of America
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