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Fight Cripples
Strike of New
York Painters

What amazes the trade-unionist
of average honesty and intelligence,
and fills him with disgust, ‘is the
egse with which the corrupt Zaus-
ner machine is running roughshod
over what every painter thought
were the natural and legal rights
of members inside their own union.

For years the supporters of Zaus-
nerism have proudly boasted that
the union men in the Brotherhood
are a class apart from the rest of
the painters, that they possess skill,
courage and brains, and that under
no circumstances would they per-
mit themselves to be victimized and
enslaved by any group of self-ap-
pointed bureaucrats and gangsters.
But—alas and alack—another boast
has become a myth and degener-
ated into a fragedy!

Wide Open Racketeering

Racketeering  flourishes  most
freely at the present time in the
Painters union. It is supposed to
be un-American in principle, but
seems to be really American in
practice. The union constitution,
the Executive Board and the local
leaders have the power to stamp
out this pestilence, but it does not,
because it has become a racket it-
self. It is probably impossible to
exaggerate the corruption of the
union leaders and officials. They
impose enormous sums of taxes and
assessments on all kinds of pretext
and coolly pocket the money as they
did during the strike a year ago
when more than $160,000 were col-
lected from painters inside of four
manths. Now the District Council
_reports that it is broke again, and
what is more, has made a loan of
$25,000. and is negotiating for an-
ather loan of the same amount. All
of this Is expected to be paid out
from the forthcoming work tax,
which is to be 50 cents a day for
every working member.

The Zausner machine makes
loans, then doubles and multiplies
jts debts without creating any im-
provement for the painters. The
painters have informed the officials
in the past of their inability to pay
dues and taxes. But the union con-
stitution, by-laws and brother-in-
laws and outlaws have held -him
up, walked on him, sat upon him,
flattened him out, squeezed and ter-
rorized him until he does not know
what, where, who or why he is.
These laws compel him to pay per
capita tax, work tax, kickbacks and
when dead probably also an inher-
itance tax.

The “Brilliant” Strike

This “brilliant strike” (Daily
‘Worker, August 6) is now in its
second week. Nothing has been ac-
complished so far. The leaders are
unwilling to embarrass the bosses

with picketing and the rank-and-

file has become completely demoral-
ized@ and disorganized. The former
have already signed up with nearly
200 independent bosses in a fake
agreement of $9.00 for a
hour day. In actuality their scale
is $5.00 per day with no limit to
working hours. The object is that
money should start rolling in im-

mediately, becaunse the strike is a.

“source of income” for the leaders.
(he membership, on their part, do

(Continued on Page 4)

General Strike in

Knit Goods Trade

Three thousand more knit goods
workers walked out yesterday to
join the twelve thousand who an-
swered the strike call of their un-
ions on Thursday. Of the eighteen
thousand workers who ratified the
strike proposal a couple of weeks
ago, fifteen thousand have respond-
ed while the remainder are expect-
ed out within the next few days.

The Knit Goods ‘Workers Union
and Locals 155 and 2085, under
whose joint leadership the strike is
conducted demand a 35-hour week
instead of the former 373-hour
schedule, recognition of the union,
a guaranteed minimum wage, and
abolition of the speed-up.

The walkout has caused complete
paralysis of knit goods manufac-
turing operations in New York and
New Jersey. The Metropolitan
Knitted Goods Ass’n has shut down
all of their 200 plants in the Met-
ropolitan area.

Ben Golden, representative of the
Labor Board here, and erstwhile
ally of the employers, has called
bosses’ and strikers’ representatives
to a meeting at which he will at-
tempt to “mediate” the differences.
So far union leaders have stood
pat on the demand for a thirty-five
hour week.

In New Jersey, where the courts
recently tried to illegalize picket-
ing, several strikers were arrested
while ‘distributing leaflets. Ten
strikers were arrested in New York
on the trumped up charge of dis-
orderly conduct.

seven,

Report Silver
Shirts Arming
in San Diego

The danger of the rapid growth
of the fascist movement in America
can be adduced from the startling
testimony rccently given to a Con-
gressional committee investigating
the activities of the Silver Shirts
in the San Diego region of Cali-
fornia. A direct link was estab-
lished between the Nazi government
of Berlin and purchases of arms
by their Americin emulators for
the purpase of training an Ameri-
can Storm Troop section.

The disclosure: revealing a con-
nection between the German gov-
ernment and Pelley’s organization
pointed to Dr. George Gysseling,
The latter, Berlin vice-consul in
Los Angeles, refused to appear be-
fore the committee, claiming diplo-
matic immunity. ‘The immediate
cause for his name being involved
was a mysterious check for $215
coming from the office of the Con-
sul, which it is believed was used
as payment for the purchase of
arms and ammuaition by the San
Diego Silver Shirts.

Link Between Nazis and Silver

Shirts

A further link was seen between
he latter organization and the
German National Socialists in the
parailelism  exis.ing between the
two organization:, and in the pro-
fessed admiration by those leading
the American wmovement of the
itler movement in Germany.

Aping the Gerrman movement, the
Pelley organization has carried on
a vehement camnaign against all
Communists, Socialists and Jews.
They have dema:ided the dismissal
of the “Jewish uadvisers” of Pres-
ident Roosevelt, Morgenthau an
Barach. In addicion they have car-
ried on a campaign against parlia-
mentary govermment, calling for
an outright dictitorship.

The investigation further re-
vealed, that Dbesiles having swasti-
kas prominently displayed about
their homes, the Silver Shirts have
set up Storm Troop groups on the
German model. It was for these
Storm Troops that the arms and
ammunition wa:» purchased with
this check coming from the office
of the Consul Gceneral.

The testimony before the commit-
tee revolved about these disclos-
ures. It was po'nted out that reg-
ular drill was carried on in strict
military style, in many cases hav-
ing army officers leading the
groups. Rifles ind ammunition of
regulation U. 8. army and navy
stock was being used by the group.
“ollusion with Police and Soldiers

A Marine corporal who had been
sent into the Storm Troop group
by the intelligennce service of the
army to investigate the disappear-
ance of these rifles, revealed that
some of them had been stolen, while
others had been obtained for the
Storm Troops by governmentals of-
ficials in sympathy with the fas-
cist organization. The corporal
claimed that the office of the sheriff
of San Diego county as well as the
police department of San Diego had
direct connections with the Silver
Shirts,

He also gave testimony to the ef-
fect that elaborate plans had.- been
made by the Storm Troops to break
up the May Day demonstration
of last spring. The failure of any
large demonstrations materializing
probably prevenied a serious clash
from occuring.

The aim and {actic of the Silver
Shirts is made sufficiently clear.
Their goal is a fascist state in
which all labor organizations, po-
litical as well as trade union will
be wiped out. The only answer that
can be given to these embryo fas-
cist organizations is an answer in
kind. They must be physically
wiped out, today, while they are
still weak and insignificant. A
campaign for the extermination of
the fascist movement is something
that the working class will have to
undertake sooncr or later. The
more speedily it is done the more
easily will the task be accom-
plished, and the more quickly com-
pleted.

* * * *
How the workers feel about the

NRA has been indicated. by the
numerous strikes throughout the
country. The bosses, however, reg-
istereed their pleasures in quite an-
otheny manner,—by the amount of
profit they sweat from their wage
slaves.

While the N. Y. Times editorially
cautions the workers against strik-
ing at this time because there is
a decline in. business activity, the
great steel mills which are consid-
ered a barometer of business activ-
ity generally, announce huge divi-
dends for its stock-holders.

The U. S. Steel Corporation an-
nounced its highest profit in three
years. While last year their profits
amounted to a measly $4,881,554
for the quarter ending June 30th,
their profits for the same quarter
this year amounted to $21,082,000,

,00 Represen
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Illinois Jobless Organize

Marking one of the greatest for-
ward steps in the organization of
the unemployed in this country,
representatives of 89,000 jobless
workers gathered in Sfaunton, 11-
linois, and established the Illinois
Workers Alliance.

100 delegates from 138 groups in
forty-seven counties in Illinois
climaxed eight months iIntense or-
ganizational activity in this con-
vention. This new movement no
doubt will be one of the great step-
ping stones towards a national
mass movement that will give the
rnemployed a powerful weapon in
the battle against starvation ra-
tions of government relief.

Condemn Roosevelt Program

Resolutions were adopted by the
first convention of the Illinois
Workers Alliance condemning the
failure of the Roosevelt administra-
tien to supply “even the most mea-
ger standards of subsistence relief
or to supply a permanent solution
for our troubles”. The convention
took a clear stand towards the pol-
icy of organized waste as embodied
in that ingenious child of the brain
trust, the A A.A. which was at-
tacked for its “‘program of dis-
guised subsidies to large banks,
corporations, loan and mortgage
companies, for its large seale de-
struction of food and crops.”

A comprehensive program of im-
mediate demands was accepted by

the delegates among which are cash '

relief, unemplovment insurance,
work for all at union wages and
representation of I1.W.A. members
on all relief boards.

For Abolition of Capitalism

Pointing out the trends towards
Fascism and war, the resolution
concluded with a call for the abol-
ition of the capitalist system and
the establishment of a workers re-
public. In a true non-partisan spir-
it all members of the T.W.A. were

urged to support the candidates of
all working class parties pledged
to the overthrow of the profit sys-
tem.

Holding out a hand of solidarity
to the employed workers and the
organized labor movement here and
internationally, the declaration of
principles avows its support of all
labor and farmer organizations in
the common bhattle against oppres-
sion and exploitation.

Militant Executive Board

An executive board among whom
are men and women who have
fought not only in the interests of
the unemployed but whose names
have been distingnished in the
struggles of the Illinois coal miners
was elected at the convention. Ed
Morgan and Otto Sturm, both of
Staunton, were designated respec-
tively chairman and secretary of
the Illinois Workers Alliance. Other
members of the excutive board are
Katherine De Rorre, Simon Trojar,
Paul Rasmussen, Jerry Johnson,
Archie Crabtree, Ralph Cox, Glen
Bullock, R. M. Hendrickson. IHarold
Kennedy and Jim Shipley. The
majority of these men and women
come from the batte-scarred minc
communities of Illinois.

The first meeting of the newly
elected executive board met soon
after the convention and adopted a
program of action to put their con-
vention decisions into -effect imme-
diately., Six field organizers were
appointed to spread the message
and build the orgzanization in those

territories where it has not as yet

penetrated.  Mass  demonstrations
and xtrikes on relief projects were
projected by the committee where-
ver it wuas necessary to bring to
bear the might of organization to
win the demands of the jobless.

The 1liinois Workers Alliance has
a great future. More power to it!

Detroit Automobile Workers Revolt
Against Treacherous A.F. ofL.Policy

Revolt is rising in accelerated
tempo throughout the automobile
centers and in the newly formed
Federal Unions in the TUnited Au-
tomobile Workers Union of the Am-
erican Federation of Labor. Press
reports have it that 7,000 workers
in the Hudson Motor Car Corpor-
ation in Detroit have broken with
the A. F. of L. and that hundreds
of men in the General Motors
Truck and the Fisher Body locals
in Pontiac have indicated their
readiness to support the move. The
new organization resulting from
this split is called the Associated
Automobile Workers of America.

Danger of Craft Unionism

The recent conference held in De-
troit on June 23 could do nothing
but occasion the greatest suspicion
of the Automobile workers in the
motives of Green and Collins,
chairman of the National Council
of Automobile Workers and A. F.
of L. representative. These reac-

tionaries resisted the formation of

an] international union and kept
the automobile workers in the un-
certainty of Federal Unions affili-
ated to the central body of the A.
¥. of L. That the suspicion of the
workers in Detroit was not un-
founded is shown in an article in
the American Federationist for
August which states that the rea-
son for not organizing the auto
men into an independent union is
because “the unions are new; their
officers require training and guid-
ance from experienced union men;
their financial situation is not
strong enough. . . .” In such a
program the danger of craft union-
ism, ineffective against the mighty
General Motors and obsolete in the
mass production industries, looms
big.

Secondly, although not mentioned
in statements by Arthur Greer,
leader of the insurgents, there is
the huge and growing discontent
with the sell-out agreement engin-
eered by Roosevelt and agreed to
by Green and Co. on March 25 of
this year. Throughout the reports
by representatives of automobile
workers in various factories ap-
pearing in the July issue of the
American Federationist — reports
which are completely devoid of any
fighting spirit — there are- com-
plaints that the ‘“president’s agree-
ment” is not working out. They
state—although in the tone of sales-
men making a monthly report to
a corporation—that they have not
secured recognition from the bosses
who everywhere refuse even to
meet with the workers’ representa-
tives, that the National Labor
Board of the NRA has done nothing
for the auto workers.

“Patriotic Duty”

“This settlement,” says William
Collins in the same issue of the
Federationist, speaking of the be-
trayal in March, “was by no means
satisfactory to the unions. ‘Never-
theless union representatives looked

upon it as their patriotic duty to
accept the settlement, since it was
the direct request of President
Roosevelt that they should do so;
it was accepted on the assurance
of the President that it was the
best way out of a situation which
might very well prove serious not
only to the automobile industry but
to the country as a whole, and
might retard the entire recovery
program.” Is it any wonder that
the gathering storms of indignation
at this treachery have finally
burst?

There is no doubt that the ac-
tion of the Detroit workers in the
Hudson plant is the expression of
a forward movement of the rank
and file. As such it is a step that
may herald big doings in the auto-
mobile industry which will have
immense repercussions throughout
the entire labor movement. The
strike of the auto workers for un-
ion recognition is long overdue.
The accumulated grievances and
sufferings of the men on the con-
veyor line will lead them sooner or
later to challenge the power of the
Automobile trust in a struggle that
will teach lessons in militancy to
the workers everywhere.

That the capitalist class recog-
nizes this eventuality is seen in an
editorial comment in the N. Y.
Herald Tribune. This revolt, it
says, “is capable of leading on to
radicalism, extremism, even the
class struggle—as the reported dis-
satisfaction of the Hudson workers
with the A. F. of L.’s role in the
Pacific Strike may indicate.”

Conservative Leadership

Whether the move of the Hudson
workers is premature or not cannot
very well be judged from here.
Time alone will tell that story. The
greatest danger to this new union,
however, it fromm the reactionary
leadership that has seized control
of it. The spokesman, Arthur
Greer, is an outspoken conservative
and class collaborationist. He says
in his report to the Federationist:
“In meeting with the management
we have up to this time shown
them various grievances, thus far
presented which are not only bene-
ficial to the employees but the
management as well. We are build-
ing up a mutual confidence that is
desired.” It is clear that he has
placed himself at the head of the
new union in order to crush its
militancy and steer it into harmless
channels.

. As yet there have been no signs
of a Left wing. Without the in-
surgent movement is bound to go
the way of the Progressive Miners
—extinction; with it the auto work-
ers can place an entirely new com-
plexion on the labor movement.

The question for the left wing,
in this instance, is not dual union-
ism but how to remain with the
masses of .dissatisfied workers so
as to lead them on the road of mil-
itancy and struggle.
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PRICE 2 CENTS

As Bosses Committee

of 166 Begins to Crack

“Confia[ence is Returning’” Says
Artful Dodger Roosevelt

One of the dignities of the pres-
idency is the art of talking much
and saying little. Franklin D.
Roosevelt once again showed him-
self to be a master of the dodging
profession in his speech at Green
Bay, Wisconsin on Augsut 9.

Those who expected an expres-
sion of policy will be sadly disap-
pointed in Roosevelt's address.
Those who know his role will at
once recognize the skiliful game of
playing for popular support by
promising to promote the common-
weal and boasting the taps of milk
and honey that have been opened
during his administration.

Roosevelt returned from  his
good-will trip to Hawaii aboard a
battleship to tfiind the nation he had
hoped to reduce to tranquillity
stirred up to turmoil. Strikes ev-
ekywhere. Pickets murdered.
Troops on the treets. Martial law
declared in Minneapolis. NRA ar-
bitration authorities taking the
leadership of the strikebreakers.
Bosses openly defying the sham of
section Ta.  Johnson heading the
red-baiters. Business stagnating
and unemployment on the inecrease.

Very Disereet Omissions

All this passed over Roosevelt
like wuter off a duck’s back. A
naive person would surmise that
there were no newspapers in the
delightful millionaire’s trip made
by the president. That is the im-
pression he would like to convey.
Roosevelt’s silence on these matters
is deliberate. It would be indis-
creet for him to express his open
satisfaction with the crushing of
the Frisco general strike. it would
be wnwise for him to expose his
hand by an outright endorsement
of NRA strikebreaking. 1t would
be bad politics for him to condone
the willful lassitude of Labor Board
administrators in permitting flag-
rant violations of Section 7a. No
use pouring salt on open wounds,
Roosevelt reckons.

But let there be no misunder-
standing, the DPresident did say
something positive, He reassured
the capitalist class that he means
no monkey business. “The govern-
ment intends ne injury to honest
business. . . . In this modern world,
the spreading out of opportunity
ought not to consist of robbing
Peter to pay Paul.” In other words:
Bankers and bosses! I am your
faithful servant. The workers may
endure hunger and privation but
to separate you from any part of
your bloated profits would be rob-

bery. Far be it from me!
“Confidencoe is Returning”

Now comes the demagogy par
excellence. “Confidence is return-
ing. . .” Yes, confidence to the farm-
er—for whom the great heart of
Frauklin bleeds—who was forced
by the A.A.A. to destroy his crops
only to find himself ruined when
the drought swept over the agri-
cultural areas. That would be con-
fidence in capitalist insanity.

Confidence is returning to “the
waorkers who have achieved under
the National Recovery Administra-
tion rights for which they have
fought unsuccesstully for a gener-
ation. . "’ The steel and the auto
workers, deceived, betrayed, a com-
pany union rammed down their
throats with the help of Washing-
ton, have had a rebirth in confi-
dence—not in Roosevelt, but in
their own strength. The thousands
of other workingmen, who have
been cheated out of the rights they
were about to win for “the first
time in a generation” by the con-
niving arbitration set-ups of the
NRA, will no dcuabt find a way to
show their “returning confidence.”

Credit Where It Is Due

But Roosevelt is right. “Confi-
dence is returnitig to the manufac-
turers who, in overwhelming num-
bers, are comparing the black ink
of today with the many years gone
by . .. to the fair and sincere bank-
ers and financiers and business
men, big and little, who now, for
the first time, fiad government co-
operating with them in new at-
tempts to put the golden rule into
the temples of {inance. . .” And
why shouldn’t “confidence” return
to them. Profi's have been re-
stored. Huge subsidie5 have poured
into the cofters «f the plunderbund.
The banks have been saved from
collapse. Credit should bhe given
where credit is due.

The New Deal, concludes Roose-
velt, “seeks to cement our society,
rich and poor, manual and brain
workers (read: parasites) into a
voluntary brothcrhood of freemen.
.. " This rhetoric of a class col-
laboationist utopia comes only a
year and a half ton late. 1t comes
when the workers are learning that
this “brotherhocl of fréemen” has
been a Hell of claves and masters,
of vomit gas, bullets and bayonets.
of exploiters and exploited. The
real ‘“brotherhcod of freemen”,
which is not the enslaving “‘new
deal” but socialism, remains to be
achieved.

FOR A HOT TIME!

The steamer “Seagate” has been chartered by the New York Local
of the Communist League of America and the International Workers
School for a moonlight sail up the scenic Hudson River to Bear Moun-

tain and back.

There are three decks to the hoat.

Those who wish to rest after a

week’y toil and enjoy the cool breezes of the beautiful Hudson will

have the upper deck.
in conversation and disenssion.
ing.

The
The music is furnished by the

The same goes for those who find their pleasure

middle deck is equipped for danc-
Rainbow Ramblers Jazz Band. In

addition we have arranged for a program of entertainment which will
include among others a noted violinist, Mr. Ellis and a singer from the

Hippodrome Opera Co., Mr. Farber.,

On the lower deck of the boat you

will find refreshments of the most delectable variety, prepared hy skilled

food workers.

Tickets for this excursion are available at the City headquarters of

the League, 444 Second Ave.

Do not miss this event.
help us financially at the same time,
August 18,

The price is $1.00.
Pier 11, East River foot of Wall Str

The boat will leave
eet at 6 P.M.

You will spend an enjoyable evening and

Do not forget the date: Saturday,

MOONLIGHT

Ticket

Saturday, August 18th, 1934

S. . SEFAGATE
Leaving Pier 11, East River, foot Wall St., at 6 P.M.

EXCURSION

. -

Dancing
Entertainmant

Refreshments

-~ L

$1.00

Auspices: International Workers School, 144 Second Avenue, N. Y. C.

m

574 Backed
By Workers
In Mia_ss__ Meet

Minneapolis, August 9.— While
the ranks of 574 holds solid in the
face of insuperable obstacles as
the third week of the truckers
strike reached its end deep cracks
in the bosses’ front are bhecoming
nore noticeable every day.

The beginning of a partial vie-
tory for the fighting drivers were
in sight here when scores of small
trucking employers began to oper-
ate vehicles after having consented
to abide by the Haas-Dunnigan
mediation proposal which has been
accepted by the union.

On the other hand, the bigghr en-
terprises, the notorious “166” most
closely allied with the Citizens Al-
tiance and instigators of the infa-
mous red-scare, adamantly refuse
to deal with 574 which they claim
is led by Communists. Yet, the
pinch of the strike which is eating
away at their profits is making it-
self felt even among the recalci-
trants. Two of the firms associated
with the “166” have broken its dis-
cipline, signing the Haas-Dunnigan
pact. Twenty others are reported
to have wanted to follow their ex-
ample but were prevented from
doing so by the Citizen’s Alliance.

Meanwhile martial law contin-
ues here. The freedom of the three
strike leaders imprisoned by the
military and the return of the
strike headquarters to the union
were a direct result of the call for
a general protest strike of 574. The
fever of indignation at their arrest
and the sentiment for a general
strike spread like wildfire through-
out the Minneapolis labor move-
ment. The conservative labor lead-
ers of the Central Labor Union
went scurrying to Olson, pleading
with him to free the Dunnes and
Brown and return the Sutorjous
Garage to 574 because of the un-
pleasant situation which might
have been created for them if this
was not done,

The role of these leaders has
been most timid and cowardly to-
wards martial law and the raids
on union headquarters. Every move
of theirs in recent days has been
to whitewash Olson and hide his
strikbreaking acts. They attempt
to explain the raid on 574 head-
quarters as an act .to ‘“help” the
strikers. Just how is not stated.

Governor Olson is continuing his
double-faced maneuvers. On the
one hand, forced by the pressure
of the truck drivers and the work-
ing men of Minneapolis, he issues
an order refusing military permits
to all concerns not agreeing to the
Federal Mediators’ plan and on the
other he keeps locked up in the
military stockade 120 of thet most
militant pickets and picket captains
who are the only ones who can real-
ly keep scab trucks from moving.
These men are held on no other
charge than peaceful picketing, the
right for which is supposed to be
guaranteed in the laws of the coun-
try and protected by the “friend of
labor” Olson.

Now that the damage has been
done and the blow of martial law
already delivered to the strike, Ol-
son is making desperate if not suc-
cessful efforts to retrieve his repu-
tation as a pro-labor man in the
eyes of the strikers. This accounts
for hi: denunciation of the police
whom he claimed set “‘a deliberate
trap” for the pickets on Bloody
Friday. This statement was made
at the Federal Court hearing where
the employers applied for an in-
junction against martial law. The
bosses, it was disclosed by Olson
at the hearing, wanted the troops
to be placed under the absolute
control of Sheriff Wall of Hennepin
County. The Sheriff certainly could
not do a better job against the
drivers than Olson with his soft-
spoken phrases.

Answering the call of the union
and testifying to the support it is
receiving from the laboring popu-
lation here, 40,000 workers massed
on the knoll of the Parade on Mon-
day night where they listened to
addresses by union leaders who ex-
plained their attitude towards Gov-
ernor Olson, martial law and the
proposed  “settlement” offered by
the bosses.

This settlement, which offers no
wage increases and would diserim-
inate against ountstanding pickets,

(Coritinued on Page 4)

Ak



_AGE 2

THE MILYTANT

SATURDAY. AUGUST 11, 1934

e

REVIEWIN
THE NEWS

“Father Divine”

The Daily Worker editorially
tries to justify to their somewhat
bewildered readers the joint Reli-
gious Freak-Stalinist parade of
August 4th. ‘that the new rank
and tile god, Father Divine and his
followers, including the angels and
seraphim, carried no banners and
shouted no slogans against war
and Fascism but just bhanners and
siogans expressing the rigmarole of
crackpot religion is not mentioned
by the “D. W.” A joint Stalinist-
Holy Roller mecting, in which the
stalinists would advocate Nocial-
ism in One Country and the Roller
perfect Bliss in c¢ne Heaven, would
at least have a basis in utopian
similarit - for a united front. The
Divine-Stalinist parade was as 1it-
tle of a united front against war
as tagging along with a Corpus
Christi proccssion. And if ~news
from Mexico is any indication, cven
that may be possible to Stalinism
and of course anything is possible
to God. Lovestone, who ix Hell-
bent on getting into the Stalintern
should change his tactics. Just an-
nounce that he is the reincarnation
of Moses, put wings on some of his
“angels”’ and get up a chant: “Ilat
Teluja! Here's Moses! Here's Moses

again!” Into the Stalintern? Why
it’'s a pipe.

* * *
Hindenburg

TThe devil finnlly overcame his
disgust and took Hindenburg. The
old murderer and former gocial
democratic White Ilope had an
eventful and a lucky life. The in-
efficiency of Czarist generals  too
busy with vodka and skirts to hold
Tannenberg, the treachery of the
social democrats who mistook the
Neudeck Junker for a “bulwark of
democracy”, and the stupidity of
the Stalinists, poured needless
streams into the well of his spuri-
ous reputation as a great man. Old
Beelzebub deserves the sympathy
of every right-thinking citizen of
the world: to get a couple of cus-
tomers like Dollfuss and Hinden-
burg. in the course of two weeks, is
more than any flesh and blood can
stand.

*
Famous Sayings that Made
Headlines

“There is mno god”’ — Bimba.
(Daily Werker, 1926.)

“Green lacks union loyalty”’—

Zimmerman, (Workers Age, 1934)
*® * *
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With the Daily Worker Staff

Sender Garlin .. compaves the
“lively” T.U.U.L. papers with the
stodgy A.F. of L. papers. “Here is
the Coal Digger read and loved by
thousands of coal diggers.” (Come.
come, Sender!); “Labor Unity ...
does not even get the support it
deserves from the 100,000 members
affiliated to the T.U.U.L. (And God
knows, that's asking little enough!)
—and now for a gem—"There are
other papers too of varying degrees
of excellence, like the Food Work-
ep, the Furniture Worker and the
Needle Worker.” 'At’s right! They
vary in the mastheads; otherwise
they look alike to me as threc peas
in a pod. (Pod, Seunder, not pot!)

A New York functionary writing
to the Daily Worker on the poor
crder kept at the July 18th func-
tionaries' meeting, says: “It shows
the ignorance of some, still uncon-
seious functionaries.”” (Still uncon-
scious? Why, we thought they had
all recovered from the spell of
Browder's masterly address.) “Un-
less we get rid of these undisci-
plined. actions, we never can take
the ehallenge of comrade Muenzen-
perg to have the first Soviet c¢ity.”
And that's a funetionary!

Very consoling assurance by Earl
Browder, under the inflnuence of
willi Muenzenberg's ovatory:
“Bring on your American Storm
Troopers—we're ready for them.”
Yeh, yeh, like Willi was in Ger-
many?

Daily Worker’s instructions for
August First: “All picnicking  in
Union Square must cease forth-
with. Chattering and promenading
must. stop.” Yespite  this  papal
pull, the erowd either didn’t read
the Daily Worler or are still im-
bued with the noble spirit of rug-
ged individualism. o they contin-
ued to munch peanuts and to kibitz
while the orators orated.

—BILL.

Off the Press:
«1 ACCUSE STALINISM
IN JEWISH

Maria Reese's devestating in-
dictment of the course of Stal-
ini-m in Germany before Hitler
took power, “I Accuse Stalin-
ifem", in an excellent Jewish
translation is ready for sale at
Pioneer I'ublishers, 84 Bast 10th
Street. It sells for 10 cenfs a
copy. Special rates on bundle
1 oraders.

OPEN FORUMS

August 16—What the Communists
Want.,

Speaker: Reva Craine.
August 23—Proletarian Literature
Speaker: Geo. Marlen.
Auspices: Spartacus Youth Lcague,
Manhattan Branch
144 Second Ave. 8:30 P.M.
Admission Free All Welcome
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SUBSCRIRE TO THE MILITANT.

The Taxi Drivers Strikee

Mexico City.—On July 27, 1934,
the taxi drivers of the capital an-
swered a rise in the price of gaso-
line from 20 to 24 centavos a litro
by a one day strike and demonstra-
(ion, which resulted in a complete
victory for the workers as the gov-
ernment intervened under a new
law that gives it the right to fix
prices on articles of primary nec-
ossity, to reduce the price of the
lower figure.

The strike was important for a
‘number of reasons:

1. By its very character it was
a blow against the imperialist oil
firms, particularly the Royal Dutech
shell which controls approximate-
Iy half of the country’s production
and initinted the workers the most
in this situation.

2. The much divided union
movement united in support of the
strike. The chauffuers’ sections of
all the federations from the Stal-
inist-controlled “United Front of
Workers of ‘Transit” to the govern-
mental-controlled *“Chamber of La-
bor” were united in one strike com-
mittee. This in itself is a revolu-
icn in trade union relations here.

The initial victory of the united
forces of labor is a confirmation of
the correctness of the Internation-
alist Communists’ slogan of “Trade
Union Unity”. Without doubt this
slogan of the League of Communist
[nternationalists of Mexico will
meet, from now on, with even
greater response from the workers.

3. The strike bore a militancy
uwnseen here for yvears. Traffic was
(ied up in the gigantic demonstra-
sjon of the workers, who marched
to Carmen Prison as an expresnion
of solidarity with the more than
50 drivers who had been arrested.
The numnber of arresis as well as
ihe two deaths of strikers and one
of a policeman testify to the mili-
auncy of the movement.

4. The strike by its very nature

cujoyed the support of middle class
lavers of the population, who drive
cars or use gasoline for other pur-
poscs.  In a spontaneous form the
leadership of the proletariat was
aceepted.
5. This and other strikes mark
e beginning of a strike wave in
Mexico, the result of the same
causes as in the U. 8.

6. This also marks the first ap-
pearance of the Mexican League
w1 a major struggle through picket-
ing, membership on the strike com-
mittee and through its press.

On leaving the prison, the dem-
snstration commandeered busses,
swept through the streets deserted
by all auto traffic to the Aguila Oil
Company (Royal Dutch Shell),
which they wanted to picket and
whicli is across the street from the
Regix 1lotel, .chief hostelry of the
American tourists. These latter,
tired business men and their wives
alis came to Mexico probably to
escape from their worries over the
sfrikes in the States, fled to their
sooms. thinking a revolution had
come when the strikers appeared
shouting slogans of golidarity with
‘he workers on strike in the U. S.

After having reigned over the
«treets for five hours, the strikers
were finally dispersed, after a bat-
tle. by a large group of soldiers
and police who swung rifle butts on
workers tryving to escape through
neighboring buildings.

IJincouraged by their success, the
ohauffeurs are preparing to battle
for 16 centavos per litro gas at the
cxpiration of ten days from the
victory—the time asked by the gov-
ernment to consider the workers’
demand to fix the price at this fig-
ure. ~ There is a general feeling
that there will be another strike by
the Sth or 9th of August. —C. C.

Stalinists Fail to Disrupt
Meeting

Mexico City, July 18.—A meeting
called in solidarity with the San
Francisco strikers by the Associa-
tion for the Study and Divulgacion
of Marxism-Leninism was invaded
July 18 by the Stalinists who at-
tempted to capture it only to be
repulsed, and foreced to retreat with
their tails between their legs. In
many respects it was a repetition
of Madison Square Garden, with
the fundamental difference that
here those who called the meeting
were revolutionaries, in sympathy
with the Fourth International,
while in New York the callers of
the meeting were Socialists. The
résults of the Madison Square Gar-
den affair can be expected to re-
peat themselves here, disillusion of
many of the elements of the Stal-
inists who still follow them,-and
an approach to the Fourth Inter-
national.

Mustering about fifty of their
members, they arrived in groups
which seated themselves, each
group with a leader. Many were
plainly none-too-proud of the work
they would have to carry through
that night. They sat silently, as
the meeting started and the first
speakers spoke, awaiting the pre-
arranged signal.

Arranged in less than twenty-
four hours, only about 125 workers,
excluding the Stalinists, were pre-
sent. Since the meetings of all rad-
ical groups, including the Associa-
tion, have been raided by Fascist
elements in the last months, a good
core of the workers were armed
with a variety of weapons ranging
from a club up. For reasons of

Labor News From Mexico

ists, but only resort to, in view of
what was obviously going to take
place, fists.

The prearranged signal was the
first criticism to be made of either
Stalin or the Party. When one of
our speakews pointed out that the
proletariat of the world needed the
aid of Trotsky in their struggle
against fascism, and that Trotsky
was kept in a condition worse than
prison by an alliance between Stal-
in and the French bourgeoisie, the
storm broke.

After having split the skulls of
the Internationalists fox} years for
demanding free speech in the labor
movement and the right to express
themselves in the Party, those who
only yesterday carried on these
massacres against the Trotskyists,
and Who will do so again tomorrow
—for this is the only argument
they have—suddenly became the de-
voted champions of liberty of ex-
pression. They wanted the floor,
not in their turn but right now,
and if it was not given to them—
well they have had a long experi-
ence in breaking up workers’ meet-
ings and are quite efficient.

The majority of the workers
present supported the chairman,
Diego Rivera, in his refusal, but
this meant nothing to the Stalin-
ists. They advanced to capture the
platform—forgetting that the en-
raged workers had a say in the
matter too. A scuffle took place
in the center of the floor. When
some quiet had been established in
the interest of order and workers’
discipline, the speaker of the Com-
munist (?) Party was given the
floor under the firm warning of the
chairman that the meeting was go-
ing to be maintained at all costs
and that no speaker was going to
be allowed to slander. Then the
Stalinist speaker got cold feet, and
calling upon all revolutionists to
leave the hall—they marched out
in retreat. It was obvious they
could not capture this meeting.

The meeting continued, changed
in character, with non-party trade
unionists one after the other aris-
ing and telling their frank and un-
complimentary opinions of those
who break up meetings called in
solidarity with other workers.

One speaker, a respected member
of the Stalinist party arose and
~aid that he hoped that the events
of the evening would not stop the
formation of the wunited front
against fascism, with the partici-
pation of the Stalinists and Trot-
skyists. League speakers pledged
themselves to work for this aim.

» L ] * .

With the conditions of illegality
that exist for the Communist move-
ment in Mexico, special methods of
propaganda have had to be de-
vised. For example, whirlwind
meetings are held in this form: A
group of comrades will band to-
gether, enter a plaza at an hour
when it is thronged, hold a meeting
unti] the outposts give the signal
that the police have arrived when
the comrades disappear in the
crowd which usually shelter them.

One unit of the League decided
to hold sucl a meeting in one of
the plazas—a pro-Trotsky meeting.
Upon starting the meeting the unit-
ed police and fascists broke it up,
hurting a comrade and an old wo-
man who was listening and arrest-
ing a- speaker. One policeman and
one fascist were given something
to remember us by, too.

With this added fact, the hire-
lings of Stalin are doing quite a
bit of sweating, explaining-to their
dwindling followers how, why, and
where we are allied to the Mexican
bourgeoisie—which does not keep
all of their sincere elements from
being increasingly dubious, does not
keep their prestige from falling,
and does not keep the Internation-
alists from gaining both in mem-
bership and respect amongst the
workers.

New Headquarters of
LOS ANGELES BRANCH
Communist League of America.
HOUSE WARMING PARTY
SATURDAY, AUG. 18, at 8 P.M.
Music Hall, 232 Seo. Hill St.
Los Angeles

Waukegan Branch
PICNIC
Auspices of the Communist League
of America (Waukegan Branch)
SUNDAY. AUGUST 19
Edithon Beach
(On Lake Michigan, between Win-
throp Harbor and Kenosha)
REFRESHMENTS SPEAKER
ENTERTAINMENT
Cars leaving McAlister and May
Streets at 10 A.M. and 1 P.M.
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Special Local New York Report

Local New York has collected .and
turned over to the national office
a total of $250.50. This includes
special donations from individual
comrades as well as the day’s wage
contributions from members for the
special campaign in behalf of our
League work in Minneapolis. The
itemized statement is as follows:
Downtown Branch—Total $89.30

A Robart .......ccovieennns $ 5.00
S. Gordon .....c.ceeaiioens 4.00
L. LeWis8 ..c.vocevcenvroonans 5.00
B. Wallace .......c.cceeenn 2.00
M. Sterling ...... ..o 00 5.00
L. Manne ......c.ceeeseeas . 10.00
T W otiiiineternnenseasanes 1.00
Reva Crain ...... eaereeeae 1.00
NASh coiiiieeiinenraonnes 2.00
B. Konikow ......ccc0vueene 1.00
R. Karsner .......... ernes 1.00
S. Bleeker .......covecneene 2.00
I.Glade .....vvvnneecsoannns 1.00
Dorothy Morris ............ 1.00
Oswald .....ccvevenennoanns 25
P. Victor ....cioevacvenennn 1.00
Spithos ....vieeianenenanns 1.00
Through branch sec'y....... 46.05

Harlem Branch—Totel $25.40

Visconti ......... e 40
T. Smith ......ovviiiiens 4.00
Colay ....oveerrnrannanaens 1.00
Gonzales .......iecciieiaen 1.00

Through Br. Secretary ...... 19.00
Bronx Branch—Total $14.00

G. Saul ...l 1.00
) 77:3 5 2 R 2.00
Garfinkle ..... veesseasnree . 100
M. Burns ..... Ceeeeanssanas 1.00
SLEVENS ..vverecnorasontuons 1.00
Through Br. Secretary...... 8.00

Williamsburg Br.—Total $18.50

Hubbart ......coceiieienens 4.00
J. Weber .....ccveeeeecanes 5.00
Stern .v..oaeenn eestreseans 1.00
Kamiat ....ccovnenneeeneene 1.00
GOSH  ovvievecnnencansunnane 50

Through Br. Secretary
Boro Park Br.—Total $30.40

R. Blackwell .............. .50
M. Engel ...... eeraearaaes 1.00
H., ciiiieieetannanancosones 5.00
A. TOVED ...vvvereannaneses 1.00
Kluger (8. Y. Club)........ 2.00
Through Br. Secretary...... 20.90
Brownsville Br.—Total $9.50

LAayton ...eeceecenecronenns 2.00
LOTEDNZ  «vovcvverneonencnsns 3.00
Kent ....ccceciveansnecanas 50
A. Marcelld ..........cccnnn 1.00

Through Br. Secretary
Individuals—Total $19.60

House Party by sympathizers 11.25
Through City Comm. office.. 32.45

Grand Total ............ $250.50
(Room does not permit addition-
al report on this campaign from
other branches and individuals out
of town. This report will appear
in the next issue of the Militant.)

REGISTRATION PLAN FAILS

Faced with the overwhelming
protest of left and right trade un-
ions, forcing even the most reac-
tionary leaders to take part, Mayor
LaGuardia and Police Commission-
er O’Ryan have turned tail on their
too-slick labor registration plan.

Now they would have it appear
that the whole thing was a misun-
derstanding. The credentials al-
legedlyr turned in already by “co-
operating” labor leaders are to be
returned. The police are to be in-
structed that “no such order ex-
isted.”

«The incidert is entirely closed,”

says Mayor LaGuardia.

So spontaneous and immediate
was the reaction to the plan in la-
bor circles that even Joseph R.
Ryan, of the Trades and Labor
Council, who was previously re-
ported as having approved{ the re-
gistration scheme as a means of
shutting out the “Reds”, has since
lent his name to the protest.

Had the authorities succeeded in
raiiroading through their scheme,
left wing leadership, lacking the O.
K. of Green’s bullies, would have
been officially barred from partici-
pation in strike activities, and sub-
ject to persecution by legal author-
ities as “outside agitators”, ‘“irre-
sponsible elements”, etc.

But the workers refused to be

fooled.

FJust Off the PPress!

War and the4th International

84 East 10th Street

sentiment it was decided not to use

these weapons against the Stalin-

Draft Theses Adopted by the International Secretariat

of the International Communist Leggue

TEN CENTS

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

New York City

G. Krakowsky ......c.ccuee 1.00
Eleanor R. ..... eeeareraen 5.00
H. Simpson ......c.ccoeevee 1.00
J. Matter ....c.cviecvoences .00
A, Friend ........ PPN 1.00
Sd. Marsh ........ ... eeaen 1.00
Louis SUSS ....oeeveianenns 1.10
L. Bord ......c.c000: veeeen . 5
R. Simon ...... [P N b0
C.W.A. worker H............ 25
CW.A. worker S............ .50
C.W.A. worker F............ .50
C.W.A. worker C......... e .50
C.W.A. worker A............ 50
Alexandranakes ............ 1.00
Christos ......cceneeens vee. DO
M. Kahn .....cccccenesenees 1.00
Geo. Edwards ....c.ooneeenee 2.00

Los Angeles.—Los Angeles has
long been noted as the stopping off
place of innumerable freakish
metaphysical cliqgues pnds move-
ments, but recently with the de-
pression, has come from the mater-
ial human soil in southern Califor-
nia a couple of large mass organ-
izations: and to compare them to
past organizations of a mass char-
acter they indeed seem in a way
freakish. Springing into existence
almost over night they attract thou-
gands of the hard pressed and dis-
possessed.

The first one peculiar to the so-
cial student, was the “Self Help”
vegetable gathering unemployed
movement. This reached close to
a hundred and sixty-five thousand
and is now but a shell of its form-
er self. The masses have left it
since the vegetables ran out, and
the charity, with a few cheap poli-
ticians taking it over.

The latest mushroom growth is
a secret organization with a series
of degrees or cycles. The Utopians
became “Hermits” in the course of
the degrees. It is self organizing
to a great degree for to become a
full-fledged member one must bring
at least two new members. The
masses are Hocking into this mystic
garb bag by the thousands. Most
of the people join without knowing
what controls it or who the leaders
are. The last week it came out in
the open as a result of the papers
publishing its secrets and the in-
terests of the Chamber of Com-
merce Civic body which exposed it

as partly “Socialist, Technocrat,
Communists”, etc., ‘‘a dangerous
movement”.

The members on the average are
of the dispossessed or nearly so,
workers, unemployed and the small
business men ; the first two making
up the vast membership. They have
a program which is given by de-
grees, as a member progresses
through the “cycles”. The Utopia
is incorporated in the names of
three persons. These were not
known to the vast membership, un-
til exposed in the press last week.
The program caters to the desires,
hopes and superstitions of the many
hard pressed, and apparently is
successful in fitting into the psy-
chology. It is mystic. It is the
long sought utopian dream of what
“could be” and *“what should be”
in the average person’si mind. It
also has its material practical de-
sires and is class collaborationist.
The membership is new, a hundred
thousand in the country, and is “on
the way to become a national or-
ganization”. Dues are 3 dollars.
The unemployed don’t pay in the
first 4 cycles. They bave collected
8 per cent of the dues; some 30,000
dollars already.

Everything is guestions and for-
mulaes handed down from the top.
Meetings are held in private homes
—about twenty in a group, both
men and women. Some two hun-
dred of these small meetings are in
gession every day in the week.
Large meetings are held in Shrine
Auditorium which seats 3,000 twice
or more a week. A large meeting
was held in the Hollywood bowl
with, tickets sold to twenty thou-
sand.

Among the workers and the
masses generally there is a contin-
ual buzz about the Utopia. Rumors
galore of all kinds and descriptions,
the mystery and secrecy to the
membership encouraged tremendous

exaggerations such as the notion of
40 million members in the U. S.
Another “hermit” member would
whigper to-you that there are 20
million. It is more or less, at pres-
ent confined to Los Angeles county,
but has proven so successful in ga-
thering in members and dollars,
that it is about to beome a nation-
al movement. It is an interesting
phenomenon and is well worth con-
sidering.

Some of the aims and program
are as follows: The reputed leader
and official spokesman, unknown
and silent, until last week, Eugene
R. Reed says: “providing plenty in
a land of plenty”. “It has been
labeled Communist, Socialist, Tech-
nocrat, Fascist and un-American.
1t is none of them. The only peo-
ple that can really be called un-
American, it seems to me, are those
who would deny people comfort in
a land of plenty.” “The monetary
gsystem must be changed” . . .
“there should be work among plen-
ty” . . . “work twenty years and
retire at 45.” And on this utopian
system, this ex-college professor
rambles. Truly a utopian dream,
for he is going to “buy-out” the in-
terests with “new paper units”. If
the interests won't sell then ‘“‘we
can set up our own”

He denies that it is political, but
his new system is all on the as-
sumption that ‘“control of Congress
has been vested with control over
money and can regulate its value”.
The same old hokum! But what
does interest us is the fact that the
thousands of oppressed are flocking
to the Utopian banner and are
doomed for an awful wallop of dis-
appointmbent from these three in-
corporated medicine men.

True to its reputation, Los An-
geles has produced a real freak
which is still growing like wild
fire. Will it bust and go down as
quickly as it came up? Or will this
Utopia spread to a large portion
of the U. 8. and then break?

The reform quacks are successful
in playing upon the desires and
needs of the pinched and oppressed.
The class struggle needs-of the un-
employed and workers in this
“dream” organization will press for
the goods to be delivered—nothing

A Freak MovementinL.A.

but disillusionment being at the
end of the blind grab bag of cycles
—disintegration and splits will oc-
cur. Members have begun to drop
away—“too much monkey business”
—*clowning around”. “Is it a
macket”? *“Are the three incorpor-
aters sincere freaks”? These are
the comments of some of the more
intelligent in neighborhoods where
the attendance to the secret house
meetings have dropped off.. As one
of the comrades says, “It is a mass
movement incorporated” and “A
good racket for the mercenaries
and a plaything for the Reform
freaks”. The mass membership are
on the tobbagon headed for a brok-
en dream bubble. ~T. B.

Father Divine-
Browder s God

This is not intended to be a funny
column., This is for the informa-
tion of those workers out of New
York who have not been witness to
the latest and most revolting spec-
tacle of Stalinist degeneracy in
America.

Having failed miserably with its
reactionary ‘“united front from be-
Jow” and having met with suspi-
cion on the part of the Socialist
workers with its seemingly *“‘genu-
ine” offer of a united front—Stal-
inism made a united front with
God. Literally, with God!

In New York there is a Negro
mountebank and racketeer known
a8 the Father Divine. And Father
Divine and his followers proclaim
him God incarnate. *“Father Divine
is God”, is their slogan. And since
unto God all must be given, his
wretched, deluded disciples give
unto the starvation point. 7To this
psychopathic mountebank the Stal-
inists offered a united front—and lo
and behold! the Browders found
someone who would bite. A fur-
ther proof that Stalinism and psy-
chomania are brothers under the
skin.

On what occasion was this united
front consuminated? On no less an
occasion than the anniversary of
August 4, and the struggle against
war! A struggle against war with
Father Divine. Father Divine is
God. God is peace. Peace will
stop war. Oh, Father, Father Di-
vine! Unto what further cess-pools
will Stalinism offer to mislead the
American masses?

Here it is fit to describe—but
how describe the undescribable. In
front is the so-called Communist
Party—about 2,500. Next comes
Father Divine and his followers—
about 5,000, Next come the Party
trade unions, cultural (!) organiz-
ations and periphery organizations
—about 3,000. It is an almost

equally divided united front. As
many so-calied Communists and
followers as followers of God.

“Fight against War and Fascism”,
(echo) “Peace, Peace.” “Free the
Scottsboro boys”, (echo) *“Father
Divine free the Scottsboro boys.”
“Defend the Soviet Union”, (echo)
“Father Divine is God.” Father
Divine is God—God stop war —
Peace, peace. Picture to yourselves
the antics of the inmates of a hun-
dred insane asylums let loose on
the city streets and you will get
some idea of the deportment of the
followers of the new God in this
anti-war parade.

The degeneration of Stalinism
has penetrated deep in some work-
ers. It must be counteracted by a
healthy revolutionary anti-toxin.
Let those hundreds of Communist
party workers who have been re-
volted by Browders latest exhibi-
tionism speak up. If the Daily
Worker refuses to print their pro-
tests, the columns of the Militant
are open to them.

Once Again on Cuba

Several weeks ago we made an
appeal in these columns for finan-
cial aid to our brother section, the
Bolshevik-Leninist Party of Cuba.

Our Cuban comrades occupy re-
sponsible and strategic positions in
the labor movement of the island.
Now both the party and the unions
find their very existence threaten-
ed by repressive measures on the
part of the government.

Events point towards a new mass
uprising in the coming period and
it is necessary that every possible
effort be made to conserve and con-
solidate the influence of our Cuban
section so that it can be in a posi-
tion to function in its role as the
vanguard of the working class.

The continual functioning of
these organizations depends upon
the solution of the present financial
difficulties. For our part we have
promised to bend every effort in
support of our Cuban comrades.

The response to our previous ap-
peals has to date been very small.
All comrades, branches of the
League and sympathizers should
remit their donations and collec-
tion lists as soon as possible to the
National Office of the League.

Latin American Department,
Communist League of America

If the number on your wrapper is

236

or smaller, your subscription to The
Militant expired. Do not delay.
Send your renewal in at once and
g0 save us unnecessary labor and
expenge. If you cannot renew at
this time let us know how soon you

can.

MARCH OF |
EVENTS

The Conspiracy Against the Unions
Proof is not lacking of the far-

flung campaign of finance capital to
block any further attempt on the
part of the workers to organize in
independent unions, and to estab-
ish the open shop. That campaign
started when the bosses were
threatened with the unionization of
the mass production industries, au-
tos and steel in particular. Since
then every reactionary employers’
organization in the country has
been quietly organizing its forces
and collecting a war fund for use
against labor. These powerful as-
sociations of manufacturers are
knit closely together on a national
scale, supplying each other with in-
formation, with blacklists, with
thugs and gangsters and stool pig-
eons when necessary. This move-
nient to smash the unions has been
strengthened by the existance of
the “Code Authorities” organized
for this very purpose under the
NRA. There is every danger that
this movement of reaction may
steadily develop towards the crys-
talization of fascism as the work-
ers, driven by sheer desperation to
struggle for their very existence,
refuse to be intimidated and con-
tinue an increasingly militant fight
for their unions.
*

. »

Olson’s Maneouver

Olson, driven out into the open by
the class struggle, was forced to
declare martial law in Minneapolis
in the interests of the truck own-
ers. But being a clever demagogue
who knows the value of votes in
the next elections, Olson, unlike
Merriam of California, wants to
create the illusion that he is “im-
partial”, that, in fact, he is “for
labor”. Hence his staging of the
raid on. the. Citizen's Alliance, the
boss organization for the open
shop. We foster no illusions con-
cerning the strike-breaking role of
the Farmer-Laborite Olson. But
we note the revealing material ob-
tained in the raid. J. W. Schroe-
der, vice-president of the Alliance,
announces that the seized docu-
ments have no connection with the
Minneapolis strike, but contain cor-
respondence with similar organiza-
tions in other parts of the ecountry,
thereby proving the nation-wide
character of the conspiracy. A. W.
Strong, president of the Alliancs,
admits that the bosses maintain
one or two “permanent investigat-
ors” in the unions—to enable the
bosses to “spot” the radicals and
Communists, The workers must
demonstrate against these reaction-
ary centers of strike-breaking and
betrayal. A strong, militant union
is the best answer to reactionary
capitalism. The unions must pot al-
low themselves to be intimidated
by the bosses into driving out the
Communists. That would be capi-
tulatipn to reaction.

» & &

Armed Fascism Starts to Drill!

The Los Angeles Examiner 13
quoted as revealing testimony con-
cerning the fascist Silver Shirts
before the congressional investigat-
ing committee meeting in Los An-
geles for the purpose. The testi-
mony shows that armed men,
known as the Silver Shirts, with a
secret auxiliary called Storm
Troops are drilling near San Diego.
This reactionary organization has
its own rifle range and is in con-
nivance with U. 8. naval forces to
obtain ammunition. Thus it re-
cently purchased 2,000 rounds of
30 calibre bullets at the North Is-
land, San Diego naval air station
from active armed forces of the U.
S. government. The organization
has in it members of the U. 8.
navy, the marine corps and Cali-
fornia national guards. With the
clags struggle deepening in intensi-
ty, with the proletariat resorting
to the general strike for defense of
its living standards, one can pre-
dict that such forces will at no
distant future, attempt to take the
field in a “ecrusade” against the
unions and the workers political
organizations. The raids in Frisco
were a prelude to such activity.

T I

The UnMed Front

We must apply the utmost pres-
sure on every working class organ-
ization to join the united fronmt
against fascism now! We cannot
wait. The attempt of the C. P. to
establish the united front with the
8. P., with its manifest hypocrisy
in trying to evade the implications
of this offer concerning its past
crimes, we nevertheless welcome.
But we warn both of these organ-
izations that the task confronting
the workers is too serious to be
trified with and that they must not
attempt a-caricature of a united
front by the exclusion of other or-
ganizations. We urge the socialiste
to accept Browder’s belated offer,
but we also urge that the offer be
extended at once to every workers’
organization willing to enter the
struggle against fascism. Any at-
tempt to exclude the Bolshevik-
Leninists, the Trotskyists, will re-
veal the lack of any serious pur-
pose back of this “united front” of
shame-faced Stalinists. It will
show that this is only a maneuver
to prevent the toppling of the bu-
reaucracy. Only the united fromt
can prevent the smashing of the
unions and the establishing of the

open shop. —JACK WEBER,
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QUESTION BOX

COMRADE K. T., Waukegan, IIl.—If you will re-
examine the “Question Box” of July 14th, you will
note that it does not say that the workers in the
Soviet Union econtrol the means of production, but
that they own them. In modern society, the means
of production are either the property of the capital-
ist class or else the property of the proletariat. De-
spite the Stalinist bureaucrécy, it still belongs to
the proletariat in the Soviet Union.

Your statement, based upon your own experience,
and which is undoubtedly true, that the Russian
workers do not have anything to say about the man-
agement of industry, etc., does not contradict this.
This merely means that workers' democracy has been
destroyed ; that the proletarian dictatorship is sick.

Lack of space does not permit us to print your
letter in full, nor to go completely into the questions
you raise. We are taking the liberty of sending you
Trotsky's “The Soviet Union and the 4th Interna-

tional” which goes fully into the matter.
* * »

Y.C.L., Brownsville.—The Stalinist position on the
Saar plebiscite before it came out for the “status
quo” is indicated by the following. quotation, which
is the only one handy at present: “We are and re-
main in the Saar district a part of the German pro-
letariat, and- we fight for the abolition of the front-
iers and the return of our class brothers. We are
not frightened by the fascist terror, we are strength-
ened by the pledge of millions of German workers
for the revolution and the will to fight for a free
socialist Soviet Germany. . .” (Quotation from the
Saarbrucken Arbeiterzeitung in the International
Press Correspondent, April 21, 1933, p. 411) A ques-
tion on the Saar referendum was answered in the
“Question Box” of July 28.

Your other question is covered by the following
answer to a neighbor of yours.

*® L *

BROWNSVILLE WORKER.—What you state is
quite correct. There did appear in the Daily Worker
of August 8, 1925 an article by comrade Trotsky,
directed against Max Eastman and the pamphlet
“Since Lenin Died”, in which the rumors of a split
in the party and the existence of Lenin’s will are
denled. To the personal knowledge of this editor
comrade Trotsky has never direatly repudiated this
document although many of the articles which he
has written since that time, such as the article in
the la'est New Infernatiomal are indirect repudia-
tions of it.

Your question, of course, implies doubt as to the
existence of the will. However, Stalin himself ad-
mitted its existence: “. . . It has been proved over
and over again that nobody has concealed or is con-
cealing anything, that Lenin's ‘Testament’ was ad-
dressed to the 13th Party Congress and that it, this
“‘Testament’ was read at that Party Congress (Cries
of ‘Quite true’) . ..”

“It is said that in the.‘lestament’ in question
Lenin suggested to the Party Congress that it should
deliberate on the question of replacing Stalin and
appointing another comrade in his place as General
Secretary of the Party. This is perfectly true. Let
us read that passage, although it has already been
read repeatedly at the Plenary session: ‘Stalin is
too uncouth and this fault of his, which is tolerable
within our intimate group and in view of the con-
nections hetween us, becomes unbearable from one
who holds the post of General Secretary. 1 there-
fore suggest that the comrades should discuss the
question of dismissing Comrade Stalin from this post
and appointing for it another person who, in all
other respects, is only distinguished from Stalin by
one quality, i.e., that of being more tolerant, loyal,
civil and considerate towards the comrades, less
moody ete.’’” (J. Stalin, Speech delivered at the
October Plenary Meeting of the C. C. and the C.C.C.
of the C.P.8.U., International Press orrespondence,
November 17, 1927, p. 1428, emphasis ours.)

Now as to the reason for Trotsky’s 1925 article.
In the same speech is contained the evidence which
shows that, under the pressure of party discipline,
he was forced to sign the document: “As Eastman
had formerly associated with comrade Trotsky, we,
comrades Rykov, Zinoviev, Bukharin, Stalin, and
Molotov, members of the Polit bureau, requested
(1!?) comrade Trotsky to dissociate himself from
Eastman. . . . Comrade Trotsky actually dissoclated
himself from Eastman and made a statement to that
effect in the Press, whiclr was published. .. .”

If there is doubt left in your mind as to the nature
of Stalin’s ‘‘request”, just bear in mind that, as his
speech shows, he knew of the existence of the will
at the time he and all the other members of the Polit
bureau “requested” Trotsky to deny its existence.

[ ] L L

COMRADE E. F. D, New York.—We certainly “do
not disregard the bhallot box.” The following briefly
gives the Communist position on this: i

‘“We. are Marxists and not anarchists. We are
supporters of the utilization of parliament: it is not
an instrument for transforming society, but 4 means
of rallying the workers.” (1. Trotsky, “A Talk with
the Socialist Workers”, Militand, April 1 and 15,
1838.)

“, . . participation in parliamentary elections and
in the struggle on the parliamentary platform is
obligatory for the party of the revolutionary prole-
tariat just for the purpose of educating the backward
masses of its own class, just in order to awaken and
enlighten the undeveloped, downtrodden, ignorant
mass. Just so long as yvou are unable to disperse the
bourgeois parliament ahd other reactionary institu-
tions, you are bound to work inside of them for the
very reason that there are still workmen made fools
by priests and the remoteness of village life; other-
wise you run the risk of becoming mere babblers.”
(Lenin, “The Infantile Sickness of Leftism in Com-
munism,” emphasis in original.)
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Pioneer Notes

T N8 P N A P
“War and the Fourth International”

You have probably read the ad in another page of
the Militant for “War and the Fourth International”,
the Draft Theses of the International Secretariat of
the League of Internationalist Communists. We take
this ocasion to stress the great importance and time-
liness of this pamphlet. With the imperialist powers
heading at breakneck speed towards a new imperial-
ist slaughter, in a situation where any “incident”
may light the powder key of a world conflagration,
the question of the struggle against war must become
uppermost in the mind of ever revolutionist. The
theses of the International Secretariat is the most
comprehensive Marxian analysis on this problem
since the first four Congresses of the Comintern. No
class conscious worker can afford to be without
this pamphlet. It sells for ten cents a copy and
seven cents in bundles of five or more.

* L ] k]

Bound Volumes of the Militant for 1933 have re-
cently been recelved from the bindery and can be
obtained from us at $1.50 per copy. We do not need
to agitate our readers as to the enormous value of
possessing one of these volumes. In them are writ-
ings by comrade Trotsky which cannot be found any-
where else in the English language, as well as the
great store of revolutionary tactics and strategy
which the Militant has offered its readers through-
out its existence.

——r AT

Twenty years ago today the im-
perialist war. . . .

The World War of 1914-18 was
preceded by a series of “incidents”,
No more important than many pre-
ceding “incidents” was the final
signal at Sarajevo.

A series of ‘incidents” are now
again taking place. For the second
time in a year Austria last week
became the likely crucible of the
world carnage. Manchuria, the
Saar, or a dozen other spots will
provide the next occasions for war.
As the Balkans burned for two
years before the conflagration
spread, so, today, conflict rages in
Chaco, guerilla warfare continues
in Manchuria, Britain, France and
Japan wage warfare against the
Chinese peasantry.

Where shall the masses of the
world turn for leadership against
imperialist war?

August 4th is not only the anni-
versary of imperialist war. It fis,
even more significantly for the
workers of the world, the anniver-
sary of the betrayal of the masses
to the war machine by the Social
Democracy. Twenty years ago to-
day the German Socialists in the
Reichstag voted war credits to the
Kaiser,

How did it happen? Haase, who
made the declaration in the Reichs-
iag, was only a week before de-
nouncing the war-mongers from the
forum of the International Social-
ist Bureau. July 29th gigantic
‘mass meetings of Socialists
throughout Germany were organ-
ized under the slogan: “War
Against War.” On July 31st, mar-
tial law having been declared, came
the final message of the Socialist
Party Executive: “Up to this last
moment the international proletar-
iat has done its duty. . . . So we
must look at that which lies be-
fore us, firmly, unflinchingly. . . .”
Meanwhile, the party organ, Vor-
waerts, was sounding the note of
revolt against war, denouncing any
war of whatever kind waged by
capitalists. Even when mobiliza-
tion was ordered July 31 Vorwaerts
continued to denounce its own
bourgeoisie. On August 3, Vor-
waerts denounced German “patriot-
ism” and those who suddenly
talked of fighting “for freedom
against Czarism”. Yet, that very
afternoon, it had already been de-
cided, and the next day the Soclal-
ists in the Reichstag voted war
credits, in the words of their offi-
cial declaration, “for the protec-
tion of our country”, “in its hour
of danger Germany may relie upon
us.” How could this happen?

We have on numerous occasions
pointed out the unrealistic char-
acter of the program of fighting
war with a general strike, which

An Appeal for
Robins and Gras

The argument of a motion for a
certain certificate of reasonable
doubt, which if granted would free
Harold Robins and Andre Gras on
bail, was postponed on "Phursday
at the instance of the District At-
torney.

Victimized for their loyalty to
the labor movement in the recent
general strike of hotel workers,
Robins is serving a term of two to
four years, and Gras from one to
two years, in Sing Sing.

Robins, an organizer for the Am-
algamated Food Workers union,
and Gras, a striker, were sentenced
by Judge Corrigan of General Ses-
sions, a judge whom the labor
movement knows for many sentenc-
es against striking workers. Their
accuser in an assault charge was
a chef who was not even eligible
for union membership. This was
the only “eye witness”. Despite
this chef’s contradiction of his own
evidence, the lack of any other evi-
dence, and despite a host of wit-
Lnesses for the defense, the workers
were convicted.

The Robins-Gras Defense Com-
mittee, a broad united front of po-
litical organizations and trade un-
ions, has opened a fight for appeal-
ing the case. The appeal will be
argued in the Supreme Court on
October 9th. 'The Soclalist Law-
yvers Association is handling the
legal work.

Meanwhile the Robins-Gras De-
fense Committee is attempting to
secure the certificate of reasonable
doubt, in order to have -the two
workers released on bail. If the
District Attorney does not arrange
further postponements, the certifi-
cate may be granted next week.

The Committee is appealing to all
organizations and sympathetic in-
dividuals to rush funds for bail and
the costs of the appeal to the office
of the Robins-Gras Defense Com-
mittee, 22 BEast 17th Street, New
York City, Room 731.
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was the pre-war program of Social
Democracy. But this was scarcely
the reason for the outright chauvin-
ism of the main wing of Social De-
mocracy, and the equally shameful
pacifism of the centrists who either
voted war credits or while not
openly supporting the war, defend-
ed the right of socialists to do so.
No, social chauvinism and social
pacifism was not caused by their
unrealistic anti-war program, be-
cause they didn’'t even get to the
point of trying to start a general
strike, or even raising the slogan.
Causes of Social-Chauvinism

The causes of social-chauvinism
and social-pacifism — socialists in
words, chauvinist or pacifist in
dieds—lie deeper than the specific
anti-war program which is violated.
The three groupings of socialists
during the World War was, as a
whole, a direct reflection of the
pre-war groupings on fundamental
principles. Right wingers became
chauvinists, centrists became either
chauvinists or pacifists of the Kau-
tsky stripe, which meant to defend
the chauvinists and to stick to the
bounds of legality in advocating
the war. Only the left witng—Iled
by Lenin and Trotsky, Liebknecht
and Luxembourg — remained ada-
mant on the war guestion. Turn
the imperialist war into civil war,
cried the Bolsheviks, and they did.
Then. to the horrible crime of fight-
ing on the side of the bourgeoisie
in the imperialist war, the Social
Democracy added the horrible
crime of fighting on the side of the
bourgeoisie in the civil war.

As war is the continuation by
forcible means of day-by-day poli-
1ics, so the position on war of
gioups within the working class is
a continuation of their general pol-
tics. If the masses’ hatred of war
led the Social Democratic leader-

S—

ship to talk general strike before
war, it was their general politics
that prevailed when war did break
out. They did not throw aside their
general politics, with its worship
of legality at any price, their fet-
ichism of peaceful means, their
worship of the sacredness of the
capitalist state, their practical
class-collaboration. The weight of
this reformism crushed the specific
anti-war program. When, with the
outbreak of the war, the choice be-
came clear: Either fight the capi-
talists or accept the war—the re-
formists made their choice and the
centrists went with them. This
happened wherever reformism held
control, including America.
American Soecialists in War

There is a myth abroad in the
land about the conduct of American
Socialists during the last war. Let
us tell the truth. The chances for
honorable action by American So-
cialists were great. First, the war
had been going on for three years,
with consequent disillusionment
everywhere. Second, the party had
a strong left wing—which later
split off to become Communist. De-
spite these advantages, the true
story of the American Socialist
Party, and especially of most of
the outstanding leaders, is a shame-
ful one.

Within two months of the St.
Louis convention the 8. P. leader-
ship was organizing the “Peoples
Council”, hand in hand with lib-
erals and pacifists. The “Council”
said nothing about opposing war,
nor did it even discuss its causes
and the necessity of eradicating
them. Soon after, the Socialist
leadership of the needle trade un-
fons frankly came out in support
of the war. In April, 1918 Alger-
non Lee and six other Socialist al-
dermen in New York voted for the

The Crisis in the Socialist Party

Ihc Coming

Referendum

—

(This is the first of a series of
articles on the problems facing
the workers in the Socialist
party.—Ed.)

L

The Referendum Before the S. P.

The members of the Socialist
party will soon be called upon to
vote on the various declarations of
principles before them. In addition
to the Detroit declaration, there is
the right wing declaration of the
New York State convention of the
S. P. (endorsed by the New York
central committee), and the amend-
ments to the Detroit declaration b
the so-called *“Unity Group”. Bot
of the latter groups are right wing.
They differ only on the question as
to how to defeat the Detroit de-
claration.

After a heated dispute in a na-
tional sub-committee, the Thomas-
ites decided to amend their own
declaration in one respect. The
original phrase that Socialists
would support *“any of their com-
rades who for anti-war activities
or refusal to perform war service
come into conflict with public opin-
ion or the law” was changed to
read that they would support, in
the event of war, those of its mem-
bers who come in confilict with the
law in their anti-war work not in
contradiction to *Socialist princ-
iples”. All groups agree on this
amendment.

But—the right wing is furious!
“The National Committee has no
constitutional right to amend the
convention declaration”. And ac-
cording to the best lawyers this is
quite so!

The original wording was in line
with Thomas’ attempt to appear
very radical. Under the hammer
blows of the Right he flinched and
retreated. Politically there was no
real difference even at Detroit.

Why did Thomas reject the other
amendments of the right wing
“Unity Group”? *“The sub-commit-
tee could not find that other chang-
es of this sort were necessary or
would command general support.”
(Thomas, New Leader, July 2lst,
1934. Our emphasis).

"Thomas did not basically disa-
gree with these amendments, that
is, to the program of the right
wing, but he found the changes un-
necessary or that they would not
be accepted by the ranks. Thomas’
strength lies above all in his form-
ing a centrist buffer between the
genuine lefts, the Communists, and
the right wing reformists.

It is therefore not surprising that
Thomas finds that ‘‘There is no
cause for split. We need instead to
increase unity among the workers in
the face of war, fascism and a dis-
integrating capitalism.” Thomas
seeks, nay, pleads for unity with
the Waldmans, Solomons and Ca-
hans. And rightly so, for he enu-
merates the common basis of their
mutual program. (Same as above.)
The Centrists Versus Right Wing

Then what are the differences be-
tween the groups?

The criticism of the Detroit de-
claration by the right wing, the
Committee for the Preservation of
the Socialist Party (no less!) is
summarized in its pamphlet “The
Crisis in the Socialist Party>-The
Detroit Convention”. A reply to
this criticism by the defenders of
Thomas, the so-called “Militant”
group, has heen penned by its lead-
ing theoretician, Haim Kantoro-
vitch in “The Socialist Party at the
Cross Roads”. Here is a “left” in-

terpretation of the declaration. E

Let us examine some of the high-
lights.

Kantorovitch examines the right
wing's eriticism point by point. We
shall follow his arguments.

1. The charge that the declara-
tion of principles is not legal. A
committee of eminent lawyers,
states Kantorovitch, has found that
the declaration is within the law.
The right wing had stated that
“Our left wing (!) want to find out
whether it is against the law to be
revolutionists”. 7The defender of
Thomas, in chiding the right wing
on its police-criterion of good social-
ism, forgets to mention that it was
Thomas who submitted the declar-
ation to the group of lawyers!

2. That the Socialist Party is
against “insurrectionism, illegal
acts, and acts of individual terror-
ism” is substantiated by the declar-
ation statement that “the Socialist
Party seeks to attain its objective
by peaceful and orderly means”,
and other such phrases. On this
score there is unanimity in the
camp of the right wing and cen-
trist forces.

3. The reference in the Detroit
declaration to the support by the
S. P. of their comrades who, in
time of war come in conflict with
the law or public opinion is ex-
plained by Kantorovitch as mean-
ing a defense of those who work
within Secialist policies. This lat-
ter position was supported even by
Louis Waldman at Detroit! As
stated above, the Thomasites have
already amended the section. It
should be noted in passing that the
original ambiguity was caused by
one factor: the attempt to appear
very radical and thereby control
the leftward movement in the 8. P.

The Socialists and War

4. On the question of Socialist
program on war,

a). Kantorovitch, for the first
time, scores the pro-war record of
Waldman and Lee of 1918. Only
yesterday in his “Militant Pro-
gram”, when discussing the record
of the 8. P. during the World War,
he forgot all about these actions!
He also quotes Abe Cahan as being
in favor of the defense of the Am-
erican government in case of an
attack by Japan or Germany. (Page
12.) But what conclusion is drawn?
A break with the supporters of im-
perialist war? No, that would mean
communism!

b). The phrase “massed resist-
ance” is interpreted by Kantoro-
vitch as meaning “mass protests,
mass meetings, mass demonstra-
tions, mass petitions” and it “prac-
ticable” a general strike. Then why
was this not made clear in the de-
claration? Again because the
Oneils and Waldmans would not
have disagreed with such formula-
tions—they have given similar
pledges in the past. The term was
left unexplained because it could
be interpreted by the genuinely left
wing workers as something new for
the Socialist party. Incidentally, is
“mass resistance” at a time of war
legal? Kantorovitch does not say.
But it is obvious that if in periods
of social crises a working class
party is hindered by the laws of
capitalist democracy, then the party
must conduct illegal work. But
with what apparatus is the S. P.
going to conduct this mass resist-
ance? An illegal apparatus? Kan-
torovitch is silent on this essential
practical question. Again the only
clear, consistent and effective an-
swer is given by the Communists.

—JOSEPH CARTER.

THE SOCIALIST PARTY--IN 1914 AND TODAY

Third Liberty Loan. In August,
the National Executive Committee
passed a resolution which said
nothing about the war, except to
denounce the Kaiser! Meyer Lon-
don sat in Congress and neglected
every opportunity of manifesting
serious opposition to war. Victor
Berger was frankly pro-German. To
the protests of the left wing against
all these outright violations of the
St. Louis Resolution, the Socialist
Party leadership turned a deaf ear.

How deadly did Eugene Debs
pay for the mistaken belief that
there was room in one party for all
shades of belief! When the left
wing demanded the expulsion, early
in 1916, of Charles Edward Rus-
sell who had already turned pro-
ally, Debs pleaded with the left
wing to permit Russell to stay.
What was the result of this poliey?
Those of the outright chauvinists
who did not leave the party, as
RRussell did, joined together with
the pacifists to keep the party im-
potent. Debs went to jail; but Hill-
quit, Solomon, Waldman, Panken &
Co. could speak from every plat-
form in the country with no fear
of arrest—for they said nothing ob-
jectionable.

And even after the war was over.
In the Assembly investigation of
1921, Lee and Hillguit assured the
Assembly that the 8t. Louis Reso-
lution was “not an incitement to
the destruction of war work.”
Waldman swore that New York
State was a ‘“‘peoples government’,
the U. 8. government “not quite”
a capitalist government, and de-
clared he would fight for his coun-
try “‘to repel any invasion” and that
he favored necessary preparation
to do so. Waldman had also voted
for militia appropriations, in di-
rect violation of the party constitu-
tion which made votes for military
expenditures grounds for expulsion.

1f the Old Guard and the cent-
rists did these things after the St.
Louis Decluration, what will they
do in the next war? The Old Guard
is by now largely and openly chau-
vinist, and, at the least, against any
mass opposition to war. The “Mil-
itants” and the rest of the party
majority which voted for the re-
cent Declaration of Principles at
Detroit, are today playing the role
that Hillquit, Waldman and Alger-
non Lee played in 1917, Lip ser-
vice to the unrealistic weapon of
the general strike will be more
than outweighed by the general re-
formist orientation of the Militants.
Again we repeat: War is the con-
tinuation of day-by-day politics.
Those who, like the “Militants”,
are committed to the reformist fet-
ichism of bourgeois legality and
peaceful methods, will choose bour-
geois legality when the choice be-
comes: Either fight against war or
capitulate to bourgeois legality.
Spokesman after spokesman of the
party majority has defended the
new Detroit Declaration on the
grounds that, as the St. Louis Re-
solution did not drive the party into
illegality, the new Declaration will
permit the party to remain legal!
True! For the same reason that
worked in 1917. Then the Socialist
Party remained loyal to bourgeois
legality and would not fight war.
Tomorrow the Scialist Party will
remain true to its traditional re-
formism which, in war time, can
only mean taking sides with the
bourgeoisie against the interests of
the workers of the world.

The revolutionary struggle
against imperialist war will be
waged only under one banner: THE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL.

Starvation Wages for
German Workers

Hamburg (TIS).—The starvation
level to which the German work-
ers’ waged under the Nazi regime
have sunk, is startlingly revealed
by the Nazis themselves in an ex-
tensive wage investigation conduct-
ed by the “German Labor Front”.
The statistical compilation has been
published in the official labor mag-
azine “Arbeitertum” and is based
upon the reports of the affiliated
trade unions for the month of Feb-
ruary, 1934.

The investigation included 18,-
600,000 workers with a weekly
wage total of 435,000,000 Mark.
The average weekly income is thus
25.9 Mark, or approximately $10.00
at the present rate of exchange. It
must be kept in mind, however,
that the purchasing power is much
less since the decline of the German
wagel evel has been accompanied by
a steady rise in prices.

THe average weekly wages for
the various industrial groups are:

Marks
Building workers 28.5
Miners 24.7

Wood and Lumber Workers 26.8

Agricultural workers 20.8
(including goods given in
liew of cash)

Metal workers 321
Textile workers 214
Tobacco workers 135

Stone and earthen workers 20.5

Public workers . 288
Leather workers 29.5
Food workers 25.6
Other factory workers 20.0

The report also calls attention to
the fact that the wages in numer-
ous cases were much less than the
above-mentioned average figures.

Since February 1934, wages have
shown a further considerable de-
cline. Before Hitler's accession to
power wages were often twice as
high as the average given above.
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MASSACRE IN CHILE

We are in receipt of definite information concern-

ing the recent peasant uprising in the little village
of Rangquil, Chile, which was featured a few weeks
ago in the press us a Communist led revolt of the
peasa . Juasscs. The truth of the matter is as fol-
lows: Having no other means of subsistence, a group
of uncmployed workers numbering about 600, &s-
cended an uncultivated mountain valley some months
ago and making their home in that umoccupied re-
gion, commenced the cultivation of the land. The
ground was cleared, the soil was plowed, and at last
it was ri:ne to reap the harvest. At this point the
“Producers Society of Industry and Commerce”,
claiming that this land was part of the 40,000 acre
estate of one of their members, the colonists were
ordered to move and upon their refusal the troops
were sent in. A {rightful massacre followed, in
which the colonists gave a good accounting of them-
selves, but which could have but one result. In spite
of the declared solidarity of the Chilean workers,
accompanied by the hysterical antics of the Stalin-
ists who claimed they were “leading a revolution”,
the colonists of Ranquil found their efforts to gain
a livelihoad, drowned in their own blood.

The Chilean government, seeking a plausible ex-
cuse for the massacre, claimed that there was a
Communist insurrection afoot. The Stalinists fell
right in with this maneouver of the reaction by claim-
ing the same thing when nothing was farther from
‘he truth. Among the irresponsible followers of an
irresponsible movement, the Chilean Stalinists merit
the first prize. Not so long ago, when the sailors of
ihe fleet rebelled in Coquimbo, these poor clowns
issued fantastic proclamations, claiming to have or-
ganized the outbreak. When the uprising failed due
to lack of organization, it then became apparent that
the officers themse.ves had inspired the whole thing.
Other cases could be cited, such as that of the cara-
bineers conspiracy of Captain Villouta ; and each time
we find the Stalinist party of Chile claiming leader-
ship.

While making no claims to lead non-existent revo-
utions, the Communist Left of Chile is laying the
asis of the new party that will be found when the
dme arrives, in the leadership of the Chilean work-
ers’ revolution. New forces rally daily to the banner
of the Fourth International in Chile, Stalinism loses
ground daily, the Socialist Party is heading for a
yplit, and the Chilean Communist Left announces that
the first issue of its theoretical magazine, The Fourth
International will soon be off the press. In this way
the basis is being laid for the new party.

* * *

SPAIN

The Spanish Communist Left, while growing or-
ganizationally, is distinguishing itself by its printed
material. A fortnightly paper La Antorcha is now
being published. It is devoted primarily to matters
of general popular interest, written in a freer, more
popular style, and thus supplements Comunismo, the
organization’s _ theoretical magazine. Innumerable
books and pamphlets, most of them by members of
the Spanish Communist Left, have been published in
the recent period.

The rightist government of the “republic of work-
ers” is hounding the working class organizations to
the very brink of illegality. A new ruling now pro-
vides that only regular licensed news vendors may
sell the publications of political and working class
organizations. It is claimed: that this aims at the
Fascists as well as the working class organizations.
But this is not true, because the Fascists’ newsbhoys
have already been forced off the streets by the work-
ers through “direct action” methods.

Mass arrests are taking place in connection with
every strike, publications are suspended, and *fines”
levied on them before they are permitted to reappear.
In spite of all difficulties, however, most of the work-
ing class papers still continue to appear with more
or less regularity and all of them are attempting to
maintain a legal status.

L * LJ

SPANISH YIPSELS FIGHT OPPORTUNISM

Between the radicalization of large sections of its
following, and the natural opportunism of many of
its leaders, the Socialist movement in Spain is in the
throes of an interal crisis. On the one hand, the
Socialist Youth Federation at its latest congress de-
clared for the armed insurrection and the Dictator-
ship of the Proletariat; on the other, the party's
parliamentary fraction and its leadership generally,
orient towards a new coalition with the left repub-
licans. Largo Cabaliero, president and most outstand-
ing leader of the party, while sincerely striving for
a militant leftist policy, attempts to preserve the
unity of the heterogenous movement.

In Renovacion, organ of the young socialists, for
July 7th, a demand is made for the purging of the
party, through the expulsion of the members of the
pariiamentary fraction. The treacherous policy of
capitulation followed by the latter in a whole series
of situations in the recent session of the Cortes are
‘he basis of the charges now levelled against the
right wing elements, who are making a fetish of
pariiamentarism and legality in a perfod of revolu-
ionary agitation. On several occasions the Youth
Federation demanded that the 8.P. deputies withdraw
trom the Cortes, a demand which coincided with that
raised by the Communist Left.

Recent issues of Renovaciony publish photographs
of Young Socialist Red Shirt detachments in which
thousands of uniformed youths can be seen marching
and drilling in preparation for the coming struggle.
The caption in one issue, hails the “future Spanish
Red Army”.

L J L *

NEW PARTY IN AUSTRALIA

Greetings to our Australian comrades who by this
time have probably founded a new revolutionary
party. We are in receipt of the Draft Program and
Policy of the new Workers Party of Australia which
was issued in May by the provisional executive com-
mittee elected at a conference of the organization in
the same month. A twelve page mimeographed bul-
letin, the draft theses includes an outline on the
present world situation, notes on the situation in
Australia, their attitude towards the labor party of
that country, the Communist party, the trade unions,
strikes, the united front, war, defense, immediate is-
sues. It concludes with a constitution. From be-
ginning to end it is a Marxist program worthy of the
Communist group that will become the section of the
Fourth International in that far-away corner of the
world.

The Workers Party of Australia issues a monthly
mimeographed theoretical organ called the Militant.
A lively revolutionary group, it devotes itself with
skill and ability to the political problems in that out-
post of the British Empire as well as to the unem-
ployed and trade union movement in which it is ac-
tive. Similarly the Australian group is thoroughly
imbued with the ideas of internationallsm which are

s0 well reflected in their paper.
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The United Front

Stifling a Movement

In France the united front has
been established between the Com-
munist party and the Socialist
party. Both of them were forced
into this action by the menace of
advancing fascism-—either the unit-
ed front or destruction at the hands
of thi® merciless enemy. This is-
sue is poised on a razor’s edge.

This action is a victory for the
working class, accomplished by
pressure from below. This is not
the unjted front from below, but
pressure against the bureaucracy
of both parties which despite all
their hypocritical lip service, con-
sistently and continuously, during
{he last few critical years, resisted
this unity of action. We have no
illusions of a genuine revolution-
ary policy in the agreement for this
united front. Nevertheless we
greet this first step as a progres-
sive move for the French proletar-
int and a vindication of the stand
we took long ago.

A Step Forward

While this first step does mnot
represent, as we shall see later, a
change in essence of the attitude
of the leadership of the two par-
ties, it does represent a change of
form which c¢an open up new and
great possibilities. It increases the
strength of the French proletariat
itself. It broadens the field of
working class struggle and opens
up new perspectives, not only to
the possibility of beating back fas-
cism, but also for the emergence of
new regroupments, leading in a rev-
olntionary direction.

The demand for the united front
could no longer be ignored and the
leaders of both of the French par-
ties accepted it. The Communist
parties in other countries have ac-
cepted it and made formal propos-
als for a united front to the Social-
ist parties, which have so far been
rejected by them. To this date the
American Socialist party has failed
to answer. Of course, the pressure
of the masses for unity of action
has not reached the same degree ev-
erywhere, although the issues that
make it necessary exist. They ex-
ist in the United States.

Bureaucrats Fear United Front

Obviously the Socialist party
leaders fear the united action of
Communist and Socialist workers.
Not only do the reactionaries of the
old guard fear the broadening and
deepening of the struggle against
the capitalist attacks, but they are
bitterly opposed to any struggle
that will bring forward the mili-
tancy and revolutionary potential-
ity of the working class. Among
them are outright traitors and
chauvinists. But this fear obvi-
ously exists also amongst the *‘mil-
itans”. Speaking for them, Nor-
man Thomas declares that: “What
hinders the united front is the in-
tention of the Communists, declared
openly in word and deed, to use the
united front less against the com-
mon enemy than against us in the
Socialist party.’ Questions of in-
tention, of good or bad faith, are,
of course important, but they can-
not be put above the needs of the
class. In doing so, Norman Tho-
mas betrays his own lack of har-
mony with the working class in-
terests.

Far more decisive than the in-
tentions of anyone are the forces
that are set into motion by the
historical  processes. A  united
working class, or at least united
in action despite what differences
may separate its various sections,
becomes a distinctly progressive
force. And those whose views are
on the progressive side have noth-
ing ta fear. But that is not the

case with the “Militants”. By
their reformist centrist position
they find themselves preoccupied

with the function of blurring their
differences with the old guard, of
adjusting their views to the stand-
point of the old guard, including
the traitors and chauvinists, at the
expense of the struggle of the
masses.

A truly left wing, on the other
hand, would welcome the opportun-
ity of working class unity of action
as its own best reenforcement in
the fight against the perfidious re-
formist bureaucrats. That is what
shou'd be expected from the Revo-
lutionary Policy Committee. But
it has so far failed as miserably
as ity brothers under the skin, the
so-called Militants.

A Practical Test

Here is a practical test. The is-
sue is the working class interests.
Those who are maneuvering and
playing for time are losing time for
the working class. The common en-
emy does not cease his attacks.

In the United States, it is true,
the Communist and the Socialist
workers constitute so far only a
small section of the working class
as a whole.. However, some very
ferocious assaults have often been
set afoot aagipst this conscious mi-
nority. Most recently we have
witnessed the anti-Communist
campaign with its vigilante and
police terror on the Pacific Coast.
This method of concentrating heav-
ily against a small minority would
indicate that the unity of action of
the conscious section of Communist
and Socialist organizations would
have a significance far beyond its
numerical scope and would have
an effect that would really extend
to wide working masses. New in-
spiration and a new determination
to fight and to win would be the

result.
The Task of the Socialist Worker

There are thus very good reasons
for the Socialist workers paying
the closest attention to this practi-
cal test of their party and its lead-
ership. But it is necessary to do
more than this. It is necessary for
the Socialist workers to demand ca-
tegorically from their leaders that
they make good their pretended
claims of favoring working class
unity. They should demand from
their leaders 2 genuine united front
which will include all workers sec-
tions and groups willing to colla-
borate earnestly in the realization
today of definitely stated minimum
aims.

In France the united front is con-
fined to the official Stalinist party
and the Socialist party. The revo-
iutionary scction, the International
Communists, is excluded, apparent-
ly by common consent of the bu-
reaucracy of both parties. In reali-
ty, as we have said before, it is a
socinl  democratic non-aggression
pact. That is the reason that
there should be no illuxions of a
revolutionary policy in this pact.
In essense it represents an agree-
ment between two centrist parties
to the exclusion of the revolution-
ary wing in the movement. More-
over, the change of the Stalinists
to this kind of a united front is
primarily dictated by the needs of
the foreign policy of the Soviet
Union as pursued under the Stal-
inist regime shaped by the theory
of Socialist in One Single Country.

Stalinist Foreign Policy

This foreign policy, devoid of
revolutionary content, has become
based exclusively on the idea of
maintaining the status quo within
and amongst the- capitalist nations
as a means of preserving peace un-
der capitalism. It means to endea-
vor to forestall not only reactionary
<hanges within the capitalist coun-
‘ries, but also revolutionary chang-
es. In France especially, this non-
aggression pact endeavors to create
a “left” bloc to balance the right
bloe (faseism), with the present
capitalist government remaining in
power.

There is to be no criticism with-
in the }imits of the objects of the
pact although that is exactly where
criticism is imperative. Criticism
in action and of actions would not
in the least hinder a real united
front. In essense this pact is very
little different from the German
social democratic support of the
so-called iron front with Hinden-
burg as its candidate against Hit-
ler, or the Austrian social demo-
cratic support of the Dollfuss re-
gime against fascism. It is the
Anglo-Russian committee over
again in a sometwhat different form.
This set-up, too, was created os-
tensibly to prevent intervention in
the U.S.8.R., but served as a shield
for the betrayers of the general
strike and as an instrument to dis-
arm the DBritish revolutionists. In
view of this, the revelation that the
centrist bureaucracy in both of
these French parties semi-openly
firt with the idea of creating one
united party should not shock the
revolutionists. The formal change
of policy executed by the Stalinists
is not a real political change but a
way whereby they begin to adjust
themselves to the attitude of social
reformism.

Stimulous of United Front

Despite this perversion of the
real united front and its outright
reformist implication, even this
first step will have far reaching
value for the French proletariat.
All its latent energies are coming
to the fore and will serve as a sti-
mulous, not consciousy directed, but
of a spontaneous character, to a
real struggle against advancing
fascism. in Frahce. By itself, this
will pose revolutionary problems,
the very posing of which will have
serious repercussions in the prole-
tarian ranks. In this sensc it will
have additional significance for the
world proletariat. Because of this
the possibilities, even in this kind
of a united front must find atten-
tion and wholehearted support from
all revolutionists. In France the
actions of united struggle are al-
ready creating new left wing cur-
rents within both parties which are
coming into revolt against the par-
liamentary illusions and the diplo-
matizing from the top; ¢urrents
that demand that the revolution
ary problems be posed for a solu-
tion.

The demand for a united front
cannot be ignored for long in other
countries, because it grows directly
out of the needs of the working
class. Revolutionists and all those
who desire a genuine united front
of mass struggle against fascism,
against war and against the capi-
talist attacks on the workers must
be vigilant. It is necessary to pen-
etrate the united front in the mak-
ing with the idea that a solution
to the problems of today can be
found ultimately only in the over-
throw of capitalism.

—ARNE SWABECK.

NOTICE!

All letters, subseriptions, bun-
dle orders, donations and any
inquiries concerning or intended
for the NEW INTERNATIONAL
magazine, are to be addressed to:

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

STATION D, P.0. BOX 119

NEW YORK, N. Y.’

The Coming U.T. W.Convention

QOriginally scheduled for Sept. 10,
the Convention of the United Tex-
tile Workers will be held on Mon-
day, August 13th. The reason for
this sudden advancement of the
date is the tremendous unrest and
ferment now going on in all sec-
tions of the textile industry. Fac-
ing the convention is the most im-
portant question of the general
strike. Already, in Alabama alone
20,000 textile workers are striking;
throughout .other textile sections,
numerous smaller strikes are in
progress.

Seven months ago, McMahon, the
president of the U.T.W., was able
to postpone the general strike on
the basis of some phony promises
from the NRA. Today the union is
faced with either putting up a fight
or losing the support of the mass of
silk workers.

It is indubitable that the U.T.W.
has made great strides forward.
U.T.W. locals dot the textile areas
in the South and in Pennsylvania.
Even in New England where the
stench from the past McMahon sell-
outs has not yet subsided the U.T.
W. is also making headway.

McMahon Spikes Autonomy

The silk workers, are organized
into an autonomous section of the
U.T.W., the American Federation of
Silk Workers, The idea of auto-
nomy for silk originated in Pater-
son, the main organized silk center.
It was intended to give the silk
workers the same status as the
Hosiery workers in the solid; Am-
erican Federation of Full-Fashion-
ed Hosiery Workers. But the
workers in Paterson reckoned with-
out their host, McMahop.

The A.F.S8.W, exists as a national
organization only on paper. Having

Internal Fight
Splits Painters

(Continued from Page 1)

nothing but wait—wait while strik-
ing!

Their docility before their bu-
reaucratic leaders in some local un-
ions is almost unbelievable, espe-
cially when considered in the light
of other strikes in the country. The
fighting, class spirit which this
very moment pervades the ranks of
the Minneapolis truck drivers is
completely absent. Instead of mil-
itant picketing the Zausner leader-
ship has succeeded in directing the
strike activity into the harmless
bluff of peaceful parading around
the neighborhood of the headquar-
ters, in card playing and general
gossipipg around the meeting halls.
Hundreds of painters stand sheep-
ishly in tline for hours in order to
have their strike cards punched
twice a day after which they usual-
ly go home.

A Leaf from Hitler’'s Book

Anyone who criticises this intol-
erable procedure is marked, singled
out and beaten up. Sluggings are
daily occurrences. Meetings, where
the sentiment is overwhelmingly
against Zausner’s clique, are broken
up. One brother died on August 7
from injuries received in the course
of the meeting of Local 905 held
a week ago. And another is near
death from a fractured skull re-
ceived from a blow delivered by
McNamara, President of the E. C.
on Monday night in Local 892. Sev-
eral have been taken to hospitals,
dozens have received minor injur-
ies. Instead of maintaining the in-
tegrity o their union by organiz-
ing themselves into a strong left
wing force which would stand
shoulder-to-shoulder against the
gangsters, the painters are allow-
ing themselves to be bulldozed and
terrorized into submission and pas-
sivity.

Playing into Zausner’s Hands

One of the fundamental causes of
this chaotic condition in the Broth-
erhood is the criminal union-wreck-
ing policies of the Stalinists who,
with dramatic gestures, noise and
phrase-mongering, have been able to
isolate the militant section of the
membership from the general strug-
gle. For more than a year they
have concentrated on Local 499.
Having gained leadership there,
they waited for the strike to start
and then promptly defied the lead-
ership of District Council No. 9
with its twelve loeals. In unmis-
takeable “statements” they declared
that they would not recognize the
District Council, nor pay a cent per
capita tax to it. The National Ex-
ecutive Board sent a representative,
Mr. E. Ackerly. to Local 499 on the
morning of August 6 with an ulti-
matum that they must cooperate
with the D. C. The answer was
that they did not recognize that of-
fice, whereupon their charter was
promptly revoked. Now six hun-
dred members, the most militant of
the membership have their own
astrike committee, conduct their
ywn picket lines and unfortunately
qght, not the bosses and Zausner,
but their own brother pickets sent
out hy the other twelve locals. The
expectation that other loecals will
follow their example is childish but
the  probability is that expulsions
of their followers in the other lo-
cals will take place.

Having isolated the militants
from the strike and split the union
the Stalinists have helped Zausner
to knife the struggle of the paint-
ers, The courageous rank-and-file
are being made fools and tools of
a group of arrogant Stalinists who
are taking advantage of their gulli-
bility. The Stalinist actions are not
the actions of intelligent leaders,

but those of the jungle. Infuriated

a pational secretary, Frank Schwei-
tzer, the union consists only of the
large branch in Paterson and a
few small locals in Pennsylvania.
By paying Schweitzer's wages, Mc-
Mahon aims not only to restrict the
growth of the A.F.S.W. but to slow-
ly choke it to death. The few A.F.
S.W. organizers that are sent out
to organize, organize the silk
workers into pure and simple U.
T.W. locals.

Silk Workers Distrust U.T.W.

The danger inherent to McMa-
hon’s gang in a real autonomous
silk federation is obvious to all, as
are the reasons for McMahon’s ac-
tions. The silk workers, because of
their unstable working conditions
and their long experience of strug-
gles, are the most militant section
of the textiles. Their previous bit-
ter experience with the class colla-
boration policies of the U.T. W,
have made them very distrustful of
the parent organization and its
corrupt leadership.

The Lovestoneites, in accordance
with their trade union policy, have
offered no resistance to MacMa-
hon’s stiffling of the autonomy of
the silk workers. And this certain-
Iy plays directly into the hands of
MacMahon. Eli Keiler, the general

Minneapolis
Drivers Firm

(Continued from Page 1)

was rejected by the union. 1n the
words of Vincent Dunne in an in-
terview to the Organizer: "“There
are several ridiculous clauses in
the bosses’ proposal. Whether they
are meant seriously or put in mere-
ly for trading purposes—it makes
no differences. Local 574 is never
going to agree to a ‘preferential
list' which puts the rights of scabs
ahead of the rights of union men.
The same holds good for the pro-
posal to discriminate against
strikers whom they accuse of com-
mitting ‘unlawful acts’. By that
they evidently mean our pickets.
Doesn’t it take a collossal gall for
people who sent out squads of mur-
derers to shoot our pickets in the
back to talk about ‘unlawful acts?”

The Citizens Alliance is again
preparing for rough stuff in the
event that martial law is lifted.
Plug uglies have been imported into
town. The notorious Bergoff agen-
¢y, with headquarters in New York
which supplies murderers and
strikebreakers to the bosses
throughout the country, is reported
to be the agency handling this job.

After Harry Ness, the second vic-
tim of the premeditated attack was
John Belor who died of wounds in
a hospital here a week ago. Thus
is to be seen in the two labor mar-
tyrs in Minneapolis the deathless
unity of the employed and the un-
employéd. Ness was a member of
574 and Belor of the M.C.C.W.

Even the freedom of the press is
molested in the “liberal” state of
Minnesota with the “progressive”
Olson at its head. Salesgirls of the
Organizer have been constantly
persecuted by the militia and now
comrades who sell the Militant are
to be arrested.

manager of the Associated Silk
Workers, the largesy single brauch
of the A.F.8.W., has made no pro-
test against the sending of organ-
izers intn *he field and organizing
U.T.W. silk locals. On the con-
trary, he, Keller, expelled militant
members of the A.S.W. because
they consistently fought for the
consolidation and extension of the
American Federation of Silk Work-
ers. Moreover no effort was made
to unite all the existing craft U.T.
W. silk locals in Paterson, together
with the A. S.W. into one industrial
branch of the American Federation
of Silk Workers, although these
have loosely amalgamated into a
spineless federation. Instead the
~progressive” Keller is expending
most of hiy energies in organizing
the small bosses and “family shops”
into a local of the U.T.W.
Paterson Isolated

As a result, Paterson has re-
mained practically isolated from
the rest of the silk industry upon
which its wage standards are de-
pendent. The low scale of wages in
the Pennsylvania and New England
silk areas permits the Paterson
bosses to beat down almost all the
gains of the last strike. This tre-
mendous weakness of the Associat-
ed forces it to backwater before
every offensive of the silk bosses.
Naturally, the workers have been
getting more and more disgusted
with the present union officialdom
and its policies. And in this mood
lies the greatest danger to the un-
ion itself, unless properly organized
under a genuine left wing.

Only a firm and militant policy
can get the silk workers and the
rest of the textile workers out of
the rut they are in. All the evils
from which the textile workers are
suffering, particularly the spread
of unemployment, can be countered
in only one way—the establishment
of the 6-hour day. H-day week on
higher wage scales. This cannot
be gained without a serious fight.

General Strike in Textiles

The question of the general strike
in textiles and the organization of
the silk workers nationally into the
AF.8.W. are intimately linked to-
gether. A solidly organized A.F.
S.W., backed by the tremendous
prestige of the «ilk  workers
throughout the textile industry is
the real spearhead of the offensive
against the textile operators. A
solidly organized A.F.S.W. would
be the greatest obstacle in the way
of sell outs. Moreover, a solid au-
tonomous silk organization would
point the way to the organization
of woolen and worsted workers who
are at present unorganized.

The A.F.8.W. delegates must take
the lead in committing the conven-
tion not to talk but to action.

They must reassert in no uncer-
tain terms the autonomy of the A.
F.8.W., and lead in real consolida-
tion of the textile workers for the
struggle ahead, especially in organ-
izing for the general strike.

It is up to the Silk Workers.
They can win the 30-hour week.
with substantial wage increases,
eliminating the many disgraceful
conditions now prevailing in the
mills—if they bear in mind their
strategic position in textiles and
act accordingly.

—SILK WORKER.

Robins-Gras Refused Release
On Bail; zgpp;eal Pending

Harold Robins and Andre Gras.
strike]; arrested in the recent gen-
eral strike of hotel workers, were
today refused a certificate of rea-
sonable doubt, in a decision handed
down by Justice Valenti.

Simultaneously, however, the
fight for the appeal of the original
conviction was broadened, with the
announcement by M. Feinstone,
Secretary of the United Hebrew
Trades, that his organization has
endorsed the Robins-Gras Defense
Committee. The appeal will be ar-
gued in the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court on October 9.

Harold Robins, organizer of the
Amalgamated Food Workers, and
Andre Gras, a striker, were arrest-
ed during the strike on a charge of
second degree assault. Robins had
previously been arrested a number
of times on various charges trump-
ed up to hamper his strike work.
The only eyewitness in the assault

Despite this fact, and the weak-
ness and contradictions in the tes-
timony of the prosecution, Robins
and Gras were convicted in the
court of Judge Corrigan, long no-
torious in labor circles for his sen-
tences against workers. Robins
was sentenced to from two to four
years, Gras from one to two ‘years,
to Sing Sing prison.

Justice Valenti’s decision today
was a refusal to permit the work-
ers to be released on bail pending
thd appeal. The Robins-Gras De-
fense Committee issued the follow-
ing statement:

Statement of Defense Committee

“Certificates of reasonable doubt,
enabling release of prisoners on
bail pending appeal have in most
criminal cases become the merest
formality. The existénce of suffi-
cient grounds for appeal have been
taken to be sufficient grounds for

at their inability to intelligently
cope with a superior power, they
resort to open splitting and thereby
sign their own death warrant. They
sacrifice the interests of the work-
ers to their political aims.

—MEMBER OF BROTHERHO0OD

the certificate. However, this gen-
eral rule is often violated in cases
involving the rights of labor. While
convicted racketeers roam the
streets freely, responsible and well-
known workers are deliberately
kept jailed, thereby hampering the
defense work, which would be im-
measurably aided if the victimized
strikers were free to appear on the
issue before mass meetings and un-
ion meetings. Judge Corrigan’s or-
iginal charge to the jury, as the
record clearly showed, amounted to
a second summation for the prose-
cution. And now, Judge Valenti's
decision is out and out class ‘jus-
tice’.”

The Robins-Gras Defense Com-
mittee, set up at the request of the
two victimized workers, is a broad
united front of organizations, in-
cluding: Amalgamated Food ;Work-
ers Union, Central Executive
Board, American Workers Party,
Communist League of America,
Communist Party Opposition, I.W,
W General Defense Committee, 11
Martello Group, Organization Com-
mittee for a Revolutionary Work-
ers Party, Left Poale Zion (Jewish
Workers Party), League for Indus-
trial Democracy, Socialist Party,
Local New York, Communist
League of Struggle Provisional
Committee for Non-Partisan Labor
Defense.

In addition to the endorseément
of the United Hebrew Trades, an-
nounced today, the Committee has
also been endorsed by Waiters
Union Local 1, and Local 22 of the
LL.GW.U. All unions are being
visited to enlist their material and
moral support of this important
case.

The Socialist Lawyers
tion is in charge,of the legal work
and is preparing the appeal.

The date of a mass meeting on
the case will soon be announced.

All workers and workers organ-
izations are asked to aid this fight.
The office of the Robins-Gras De-
fense Committee is Room 731, 22
East 17th Street, N.Y.C.

Associa-

A Demagogue at Work

Olson’s Role in the Strike

The last chapter of Olson’s role
in the Minneapolis truck drivers
strike of Local 574 of the A. K. of
L. cannot yet be written. This is
the 19th day of the strike, and the
lines are holding as firm as ever,
in spite of the fact that Governor
Olson’s militia have dealt some
heavy blows to the strikers. In
fact, indications are that a settle-
ment favorable to the workers may
be won.

Up to the time of the declaration
of martial law by Governor Olson
the strike stood solid. The market
was closed 100¢%. Trucking
throughout the city was restricted
by the rules of the union. Only
certain necessities, hospital sup-
plies, and a farmers market, es-
tablished by the strikers, were al-
lowed to be hauled. 'fhe bosses
were on the run. The Citizen's Al-
liance was whipping up a red scare
but to no avail. The cops were
nowhere to be seen when the strik-
ers congregated. ’eace reigned un-
der the domination of lLocal 574,
Kiven the labor fakers of Minnea-
polis were silent. They were wait-
ing for a more opportune moment
to serva the master class.

Permits for Scabs

Then Olson declared martial law
and things began to happen. Iivst
ne issued a statement which was a
verbal blast against the bosses, and
then he started to act against the
workers by establishing a military
permit system. Kach day more
commodities caume under the head-
ing of necessities and within three
days trucks with scab drivers, un-
der the protection of Governor Ol
son’s militia were moving aboul
town in droves as though nothing
had happened.

The union protested and informed
the Governor that his action was
breaking the strike and demanded
that he withdraw all permits. The
Governor again answered with a
verbal blast against the bosses and
the hated Citizen's Alliance and
proceeded to act against the strik-
ers. Picketing was becoming too
prominent, so the militia prohibit-
ed picketing, prohibited meetings ot
the union in front of their union
hall, and proceeded to issue hun-
dreds and hundreds of new military
permits to the bosses so they could
run scab trucks.

In the meantime the vosses were
howling against the parking ban
in the Loop district informing the
Governor that it was hurting their
business. Many strikers thought
that the day time parking ban in
the Loop was a blow at the bosses,
but the truth of the matter was
that the militia desired to have
the downtown street cleared of all
parked autos, in order to have th2
streets cleared for action in case a
mass concentration of strikers was
attempted in the heart of the city.
A struggle with scab trucks under
these circumstances would give the
militia all of the advantages. This
did not materialize because opera-
tions against scab trucks are not
centered in the Loop. After a week
the parking ban by the militia was
lifted.

Demands of the Union

These words against the bosses
and blows against the strikers were
not taken lightly by the union men
of the city and their sympathizers.
The strike committee of 100 drew
up demands and presented them to
the Governor. They demanded the
withdrawal of the troops, a with-
drawal of all permits, the right to
meet, and the right to picket. This
the Governor refused and the union
under the leadership of the three
Dunne brothers, Dobbs and Brown
were foreed to organize their forces
to fight for the elementary right of
assemblage and picketing, or else
lose the strike. Governor Olson’s
action was breaking the strike.

The drive of the uynion was met
by military occupation of the strike
headquarters and the arrest of the
strike laeders by Governor Olson’s
militia. The militia was unable to
seize Grant Dunne and Dobbs and
others.  Under their leadership the
forces of the union were reassem-
bled at Central Labor Union head-
quarters. In less than two hours
the Central Labor Union offices
were raided, taken over by the mil-
itia and the strikers driven out.

A wave of protest rose from the
laboring masses of the city. Farm-
er Labor groups sent protests to
Governor Olson, declaring . that his
actions were breaking the strike
which they were supporting. 574
called for a General Protest Strike
for one day. It met with rapid ap-
proval throughout the rank and file
of the labor movement. The con-
servative labor leaders, agents of
Olson, were on the run. At the
same time picketing increased. Al-
though the militia occupied the
headquarters scabs were beaten up
all over town, trucks were over-
turned, and the militia was kept
busy from early in the morning un-
til late at night. The bosses were
afraid to move trucks. A decline
in the number of shipments could
be noted.

Olson Retreats

This united action of the work-
ers and the threat of a general
strike brought results. Governor
Olson retreated. He was losing
political ground and everywhere it
became apparent that Olson’s ac-
tion was breaking the strike and
helping the bosses, irrespective of
his- intentions. He released the
leaders and returned the headquar-

ters to the strikers. Picketing con-
tinued, but the militia was was ar-
resting more pickets each day and
throwing them in the army stock-
ade.

Even this retreat was not suffi-
cient for Olson to regain his former
position as the *“friend of labor”
and the radical Farmer-Labor Gov-
ernor. He was forced to retreat
still further in order to hold off the
general strike and to clear himself
in the eyes of the workers. He ixs-
sued a statement informing the
bosses and the strikers that if no
settlement was reached by Friday
midnight he would revoke all per-
mits. Instead he had his militia
raid the headquarters of the Citi-
zen’s Alliance and extend the per-
mits until Monday morning. Al in-
dications were that it was a tipped
off raid because reliable reports
which were even carried in the
bosses press said that most of the
files were removed before the mili-
tia arrived. The raiding of the
Citizen's Alliance headquarters vus
of no value to the strikers, but. it
was of first rate political impor-
tance for Olson. The fact that per-
mits were not revoked, but cxtenl-
ed to Monday, and the fact that
more pickets were being arrested
hourly, was decisive. If the per-
mits are revoked Monday the bosses
are well stocked for several days.
If permits are re-issued, the union
demands that the Governor only is-
sue them to those firms who will
abide by the llaas proposals, ree-
ognize the union, pay union wages
and hire union help.

“Neutrality” in the Class War

In more than one statement the
Governor has stated that he does
not take sides with either the
bosses or the strikers, that he is
for law and order, and will take
what action necessary for the good
of the people to see that the nec-
essities of life are moved. It is a
well known fact that before Olson 8
militia came to Minneapolis the
strikers had the town ‘‘sewed up”,
and peace reigned. After his troops
arrived scab trucks inereased in
number from day to day. It is algo
a well tmown fact that the people
are made up of two main classes
and the workers are the majority.
Any one who says he is for the
people and neither for the bosses
nor the workers is either a liar or
a damn fool. It is also a well
known fact that if the Governor,
who is a “friend of labor”, will not
tolerate any strike that interferes
with the necessities of life for the
“people” than the Governor is
against the majority of the work-
ers. 'The majority of the workers
are involved in the production -and
distribution of the necessities of
life. It is equally well known that
any one who holds a strategical
position such as a Governor, and
says he ir not taking sides with
either the exploiters or the  strik-
ers, no matter how sincere he is, he
can do nothing else than help the
bosses. Neutrality in a -class so-
ciety always helps the strongest
force. And since the bosses are in
power neutrality plays into- their
hands The words and deeds of
Governor Olson in this strike
proves this point conclusively.

“Good Intentions” and Results

Governor Olson is a petty-bour-
geois radical. - Even if he is the
most honest and sincere man; and
desires to help the working class, a
radical type of reformer can in re-
‘ality do nothing but help the besses.
The structure and framework of
the capitalist system is so vrganized
that it cannot be used for the bene-
fit of the working class. It is an
instrument for the capitalists, by
the capitalists, and of the capital-
ists. ’

Olson’s political life on a national
scale is at stake. And the strike
is not yet over. Olson thrived on
the Stalinists’ exposures. He grew
fat and gained politically. It took
a daily strike bulletin of a strik-
ing A. F. of L. local under militant
left wing leadership to expose Ol
son. In spite of Olson’s strike-
breaking role the union is still
strong and all indications are that
a partial victory can be had.

The odds are against 574, but
they will fight on until victory. 1f
vietory is had it will not be due to
Olson. It will not be due to Tobin,
Green or the local C. L. U. conserv.,
ative labor leaders. Victory will be
had in spite of them. Victory will
be had because the militant left
wing leadership of 574 knew how to
expose them, how to counteract
their treacherous role in the strug-
gle between the exploiters and the
workers, and thus gain the loyal
support of the workers of Minnea-
polis. —HUGO OEHLER.
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Russian Opposition Bulletin

Our friends and sympathizers,
our readers of the Russian Opposi-
tion Bulletin, know that Comrade
Trotsky is its regular contributor
and editor. International reactjon
hounds Trotsky. The French po-
lice want to stifle the voice of Leon
Trotsky—They will not succeed.
Despite police persecution, despite
the fact that the editorial office is
forced to move again, despite tre-
mendous financial difficulties and
delays, the Russian Opposition Bul-
letin will appear.

The next issue is ready for the
press now. You can help to speed
up its publication by a contribu-
tion, you can help by getting read-
ers and subscribers.to the Russian
Bulletin.




