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N.P.L.D. tc
Criminal Syndicalist
Case in Sacramento

to Appeal

NATIONAL ISSUE

CampaignPlannedin
Labor Movement of
Entire Country

First steps to raise the recent
Sacramento ecrimimal syndicalism
convictions to the level of a na-
tionwide fight with broad, aggres-
sive labor backing, were announced
yesterday by the Non-Partisan La-
bor Defense.

Termed a national “test case” by
the Hearst press, and hailed by the
California reactionaries as a “mod-
el for all states,” the Sacramento
convictions have become the basis
of a drive for new anti-labor laws.
The N.P.L.D. has called a confer-
ence for Monday afternoon to seek
united labor action on behalf of the
eight Sacramento prisoners and
against the type of prosecution
which convicted them.

Conference Called

The NPLD, representing Norman
Mini, who refused probation and is
now serving a 1 to 14 years sen-
tence in San Quentin, has invited
to the conference the International
Labor Defense, which represents
Mini’s seven fellow-prisoners; the
National Labor Secretary of the
Socialist Party, charged with the
8. P.’s defense work; the American
Civil Liberties Union; and the Gen-
eral Defense Committee of the 1.
W.W. The Workers Party, of which
the defendant Norman Mini is a
member, and many trade unions
have already endorsed the work of
the NP.L.D. in the Sacramento
case.

It progress is made at this meet-
ing and basis for cooperation laid,
expansion of the united defense
movement should be relatively easy
to achieve, the N.P.I.D. announce-
ment states. Thus far acceptances
of the invitation to the conference
have been received from the A.C.
L.U. and the Socialist Party. The
G.D.C. has not yet reached a deci-
sion but has acknowledged receipt
of the invitation The LL.D. alone
has not answered the invitation.

Soecialist Party Reply

In replying to the N.P.L.D., Paul
Porter, National Labor Secretary of
the Socialist Party, underiines the
N.P.LD.s view of the Sacramento
fight as one on behalf of trade un-
ion and democratic rights which can
be won only by a combined legal
and mass defense. After outlining
8. P. activities in support of the
trial defense in Sacramento, Porter
goes on to say:

“Despite the fact that we have
no political agreement either with
the members of the Communist
Party or the one member of the
Workers Party among the defend-
ants, we are prepared to participate
in joint action to aid their appeal
against the infamous verdict of
Sacramento. Whether or not prac-
tical arrangements satisfactory to
your organization (N.P.L.D., to the
LLD.., to our party and to the other
organizations you mention, can be
made, remains to be seen. OQur
California comrades, after their ex-
periences in the Sacramento trial,
are very sceptical of the possibility
of joint work with the IL.L.D. We
are not without such secepticism
ourselves. So important is the is-
sue at stake, however, . .
do not wish to close the door on
the possibility of joint action. Only
a conference such as you suggest
can answer the question practical-
1y.”

Porter’s letter concludes by ask-
ing the N.P.L.D. to convey the
greetings of the National Labor
Committee of the S. P. to the Sac-
ramento prisoners, and by naming
as delegates of the S. P. to the
joint conference Murray Baron,
New York trade uynionist, and Jack
Altman, Business Manager of the
Socialist Call.

The N.P.L.D. provided the trial
attorney, Albert Goldman of Chi-
cago, and a complete defense for
Norman Mini, who was convicted
along with the seven others due to
the superior pressure on the jury
of the labor-hating forces of the
state. The N.P.L.D. also bailed out
two Communist Party defendants,
after the LL.D. failed to do so for
six months; got wide publicity and
consgiderable umion backing for all
the defendants; built a unified de-
fense movement in California, in-
cluding the state organization of
the 8 P., which was soon disrupted
by the LL.D. and C.P. The N.P.L.
D. after the trial obtained from a

(Continwed on Page 4)
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Radio Symposium Brings
Thousands of Letters

Thousands of letters comment-
ing on the symposium between
Thomas, Dennis and Muste have
heen received by the offices of the
League for Political Education
under whose auspices the radio
broadeast was held. Comrade A.
J. Muste defended Communism
against his Socialist and Fascist
opponents. In a brilliant ad-
dress, printed in the last issue of
the New Militant. Muste pointed
to the glaring defects of capital-
ist society and the need for com-
munism. Workers from many
parts of the ecoumntry have written
in, displaying keen interest in the
program of the W. P. and com-
mending him on his masterful
treatment of the subjeet.

Slug Pickets in
Brutal Sally on
Packing Strike

Mayor Praises Police
After Attack in
Columbus

(Special to New Militant)

COLUMBUS, Ohio.—Eight weeks
of grim picketing of the Columbus
Packing Co. were climaxed Friday,
May 31, by one of the most dis-
gusting instances of flagrant strike-
breaking ever perpetrated by any
police force,

The meat cutters, members of
Local 346, struck when the Com-
pany refused to sign a new eclosed
shop contract to replace the one
which had expired. Conditions in
the plant had driven the workers
to a state of desperation. Even
under the closed shop, the maximum
wage had been about $8.00 per
week, a terrible speedup had been
instituted, and many had been
forced to apply for supplementary
relief,

Immediately, Truck Drivers Lo-
cal 413 went out on a sympathy
strike. The picketing lagged at a
slow pace until the entrance of the
Franklin County TUnemployed
League revitalized the strike. Ar-
thur ‘Wedemeyer and James Van
Meter, members of the Workers

(Continued on Page 3)

Mass Picket Line
For Hallet Defense

ALLENTOWN, Pa., June 7.—A
mass picket line thrown around
Cedar Crest College ecampus on
Monday, - June 10, Commencement
Day, will be the answer of the
trade unions and the Unemployed
Leagues to the summary dismissal
of Professor Winslow N. Hallett.
Plans were completed today for a
mobilization of a thousand workers
to confront the college authorities
and demonstrate to graduates and
visitors the indignation of organ-
ized labor against the college’s re-
fusal to reinstate Dr. Hallett.

ALLENTOWN. Pa. June 6.—With
impressive backing from the trade
unions, a mass protest meeting was
held last night to defend Dr. Win-
slow N. Hallett, recently dismissed
by Cedar Crest College authorities
because of his pro-labor activities.

Professor Sidney Hook, chairman
of the Department of Philosophy
of New York University, and Felix
Morrow, secretary of the Non-Par-
tisan Labor Defense, were the chief
speakers. The meeting was held
under the auspices of the Hallett
Defense Committee, on which the
Central Trades and Labor Council
and the leading unions of Allen-
town are represented.

Earlier in the day, the Cedar
College Board of Trustees held a
meeting and refused to permit Dr.
Hallett to appear to defend him-
self. The trustees issued a resolu-
tion denying that Dr. Hallett was
dismissed because he organized the
Allentown Local of the American
Federation of Teachers and was ac-
tive in the Pennsylvania Unem-
ployed League, but giving no other
reasons why he was fired. To date
requests of various professional and
labor organizations for a statement
of charges against Dr. Hallett have
not been answered by the trustees.
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Drive Begins for Light-Page
New Militant by August First

Interesting Features and Educational Articles Will Be
Attration in Enlarged Paper; Members,
Sympathizers Urged to Support

Beginning August first, Antl-War Day, the New
Militant will appear as an eight page publication in

an enlarged eight-column format.

With this change we will make a new and,a great

leap forward. Double space will

more news from the field of the class struggle, about
the activities of the trade union militants, and for
new features as well as for analytical and theor-
etical articules. The New Militant should become
doubly effective—in reality a popular paper and

fundamental in character.

The need for this change is obvious.

the country the workers find them
to face with new attacks upon t
living and new attacks against th

Momentous battles are on the order of the day. Great
events are in the making on an international scale
where the extension of Fascism is threatening and

the imperialist powers are rushing
other world war.
greater responsibility necessitating
strengthening of our party press.

cepted as a duty that brooks no -delay.
To measure up to this responsibility we will need

the most complete cooperation fr

member, from every friend and from every supporter.

Our plans call for a two months campaign to
strengthen the party press and to lay the foundation
Comrade Swabeck has

for the eight page weekly.
been placed in charge of carrying

the campaign we aim to accomplish the following:
1. To establish a SECURITY FUND through
pledges of monthly payments for a period of one
year or six months, with the first installment pay-
able when the first issue of the eight page weekly
appears. The goal for this security fund is to be

$50.00 monthly for the first six months at least.

2. Collection of $2,000 cash

‘launching the eight-page weekly,
acquisition of needed additional machinery. To

help us reach this goal we make
quests:
a. That each Party member

contribute a DAY’S PAY to the eight-page weekly.

b. That all our readers and

ADVANCE SUBSCRIPTIONS for the eight-page
weekly at $2.00 for a yearly sub, $1.00 for six
months and 65¢ for three months,
the advance solicitation will be a special three

Ohio Jobless to
Meet on June 7

ProtestSplitting Move
by W.A.A.Chairman
In State

(By Special Correspondent)

COLUMBUS, Ohio.—The Execu-
tive Committee of the Ohio Unem-
ployed League, in pursuance to a
proposal by President Wm. R.
Truax, has called a state-wide con-
ference to meet here on June 7-8.

The chief business will be the
consideration of the new work relief
set-up and the most effective way
to combat the latest attempt of the
Roosevelt administration to break
down wage standards. The Ilast
conference of the O.U.L. in March
of this year brought over 400 dele-
gates from all parts of the state.

The O.U.L. office reports that it
is receiving indignant protests from
leagues throughout the state over
the announcement that the Work-
ers Alliance of America, David
Lasser, chairman, is to hold a state
“convention” in Columbus later in
June. “What is the idea,” writes
one county U. L. secretary, “of the
W.A.A. coming into Ohio where a
state league with tens of thousands
of members has existed for over
two years and a hundred militant
struggles have been fought by the
workers under its leadership? Is
this promoting unity among the un-
employed? What is the difference
between the tactic of the Socialist
Party leaders of the W.AA. and
the tactic of the now defunct Un-
employed Councils who talked unit-
ed front and practiced disruption;
The W.A.A. will no more be able
to serve the workers or even to
survive at all on this false basis
than were the Councils.”

Local leagues in the mining sec-
tion of the state, where Bill Green
is well and not favorably known,
the asking what kind of an under-
standing there is between Lasser
and Bill Green! )

Proposals for a state-wide strike
for union rates on relief jobs and
for a mass convention of thousands
of unemployed and relief workers
in Columbus next month, will be
considered at Saturday’s conference
of the Ohio Leagues.

BOSTON (FP).—A New England
regional council of teamsters’ un-
jons looms as the result of the re-
cent successful strike which tied up
motor transportation in western
Massachusetts, Connecticut, etc.

To us this can mean only a much

be available for
greeting adv.

d. Solicitation of specially
orders of the first eight-page issue with efforts for
effective distribution made accordingly and fol-
lowed up by increased bundle order sales.

months subseription n clubs of four, purchasable
at $1.50, prepaid, and selling at 40c eaeh sub.

c. Solicitation
EIGHT PAGE WEEKLY to be printed in the first
issue at 25¢ per name and $1.00 per column inch

of GREETINGS TO THE

increased bundle

The

price for single copies will be 5 cents and in bundle

Throughout
selves today face
heir standard of
eir organizations.

headlong into an-
first of all the
This we have ac-

om every party

this out. During tion.

contributions for
including the

the following re-

orders to agents 3 cents a copy.

e. Special affairs to be arranged by the party
branches to greet the appearance of tre eight-page
weekly and with proceeds to go to the New Militant.

f. Systematic efforts to obtain regular adver-
tisements for the eight-page weekly.

Plans are now being worked out for the establish-
menb of a first class editorial staff and for proposals
for the contents and the new and additional features
to be carried by the eight-page weekly. Announce-
ments of these plans will be made during the pro-
gress of the campaign,

There will be premiums, in the form of valuable
books, offered for the best sub getters during this
campaign and special inducements for the prospec-
tive subscribers as well as for those who send in the
most greetings to the eight-page weekly or otherwise
carry on particularly effective work for its realiza-
Announcements will be made in respect to this
aspect in future issues

Material for this campaign will be in the .mails
within . the next couple of days.
our comrades, readers and supporters who are es-
pecially interested in seeing the greatest possible
speed applied in reaching the goal set for the eight-
page weekly, do not delay!
and forward your contributions, Send in your sug-
gestions for the campaign. From this end we shall
meet our promise. We feel sure that we are in a
position to produce an eight-page weekly that will

Meanwhile those of

Get to work right away

become a worthy and an authentic spokesman for

who is employed

supporters solicit

One feature of

N.C. of W. P.
toHoldPlenum

The second regular Plenary Ses-
sion of the National Committee of
the Workers Party of the U.S. will
be held in New York City, June 14-
16.

The meeting will be devoted
chiefly to the discussion of funda-
mental political problems which
confront the working class today.
Among these are the relations of
the Party to the parties and groups
in other countries standing on the
same program and what steps can
and should be taken, in view of
the war danger, toward building
the Fourth International; develop-
ments in the Communist and So-
cialist parties and the relation of
the W. P. towards these organiza-
tions; the meaning of recent events
in the Soviet Union with special
attention to the Franco-Soviet pact;
the collapse of the NRA and the
perspectives before the American
working class.

The work of the party in the
trade union field, the unemployed
movement and in labor defense will
be evaluated and the policy of the
Party in these fields elaborated.
On the basis of the political deci-
sions, the organizational problems
before the party will be dealt with
and plans for the summer period
outlined.

In this connection careful atten-
tion will be given the campaign to
make the Party’s weekly organ, the
New Militant, an eight-page paper
by Anti-War day, August first. The
Political Committee has already
approved this proposal and the Na-
tional Office is giving the fullest
support to the editorial and busi-
ness staff of the paper in carrying
it into effect.

LUMBER STRIKERS
WIN INITIAL VICTORY

BREMERTON, Wash. (FP)—The
strike of 40,000 men in the logging
and sawmill industry in the Pacifie
northwest got its first taste of vie-
tory when the McCormick Lumber
Co. settled on a 40-hour week and
50¢ an hour minimum scale. The
previous rate was 45 cents. It has
mills in Washington and Oregon.

The strike is still spreading. Fed-
eral mediators and union higher-ups
are having a hard time in negotia-
tions because there are 1,500 em-
ploying firms and because the men,
having taken a lot of dirt the last
ten years from the bosses, are in
no mood to settle unless they get
real gains,

the revolutionary forces in the United States—a real
weapon in the class struggle and an effective organ-
izer for the American and world revolution!

Forward your contribution to lay the foundation
for the eight-page weekly. Make all checks and
money orders payable to the New Militant, 556 East
11th Street, New York, N. Y.

Terror Is Used
Against Bakers

Solidarity Will Win
Strike, Union
Leader Says

The third week of the strike of
Local 50 of the Bakery and Con-
fectionary Workers International
Union finds organized labor pledged
to help the men carry on. Finan-
cial aid has already come in from
many locals in the International.
Other A. F. of L. locals have also
voted similar aid. The strike is
directed against the Gottfried Bak-
ing Co:. plants of Manhattan and
the Bronx. The Baking Trust is
lined up solid to smash the strike.

Plans for a mass picketing dem-
onstration are now being worked

out as an answer to the attacks of

the company’s thugs on strike pick-
ets. Such attacks coupled with ar-
rests, police intimidation and fake
advertisements in the boss press
are the means employed by the
company in an effort to overcome
the splendid solidarity and spirit
of the strikers. On May 22, two
strikers, Irving Bach and A. Muel-
ler were first fired on and then
brutally attacked with blackjacks
by a gang of gorillas led by two of
the Gottfried brothers.
Face Smashed In

Bach whose face was smashed be-
yond recognition is still in the hos-
pital. In other cases where the
strikers were not so badly outnum-
bered the Gottfried gangsters met
with such a reception that they will
think twice the next time before
attacking the fighting men of Local
50. Several strikers have been
pinched on cooked-up charges.

Herman Gund, manager of Local
50, interviewed at his office at 799
Broadway, stated that the spirit of
the strikers was not only not dim-
inishing in face of the boss’s terror
but rather that it was increasing.
Workers throughout the city are re-
fusing to buy the scab bread and
many stores, after being picketed,
are refusing to handle- the scab
made products of the Gottfried
Baking Co. Mr. Gund paid high
tribute to the solidarity of the mén
on strike. Aid from other sections
of the labor movement is coming in,
and, he added, “With a continua-
tion of this spirit and -solidarity
plus the support of organized labor
we will be sure to win.”

READ THE NEW MILITANT.

PRICE 3 CENTS

"Toledo Edison Strike

Is Called

Off After

Paralyzing Industry

Article on Franco-Soviet
Alliance on Page Three

On page three of this issue of
the New Militant we print a leng-
thy analysis of the Franco-Soviet
Alliance by the International See-
retariat of the International Com-
munist League. The impending
war will place all working elass
parties to the highest test. But
even today these organizations
are laying the groundwork for
their future position. The Stalin-
Laval communique has definite-
ly committed the Communist par-
ties to a position of social pairiot-
ism, i.e., defense of their eapital-
ist fatberlands. We recommend
the eareful, deliberate study of
this article to every revolutionary
worker who waonts to know how
to cope with the problem of war
when it ecomes.

A.F.L. Leaders

Split Ranks of
Canton Strike

Succeed After Bosses
Guns, Clubs and
Gas Fail

By JACK WILSON

CANTON, Ohio, June 3.— After
successfully resisting for over a
week the ruthless terrorism of the
Republic Steel Co. here to break up
the picket lines, nearly 7,000 steel
workers at six plants found them-
selves split by a more insidious
force than the clubs, guns and gas
bombs of company thugs—the trea-
chery of A. F. of L. bureaucrats
whose misleadership was directly
responsible for the ‘“go-back-to-
work” vote passed by over half the
strikers.

Although 75 workers were sent to
hospitals, victims of five brutal pro-
vocative company thug attacks, the
determination of the pickets to win
union recognition was wundaunted
and firmer picket line was estab-
lished@ after each attack than be-
fore. Public sympathy was entirely
with the strikers as even bourgeois
journals criticized the terrorism of
the company.

Instead of crystallizing the anti-
steel baron sentiment and building
a more solid strike movement which
spread spontaneously for two days
to four plants, the A. F. of L. sent
the notorious Akron rubber organ-
izers, who betrayed the rubber-
workers, into the scene and they
permitted the city officials to hold
an “independent” vote of workers
on the question of returning to
work, giving the company ample
opportunity to propagandize for
“peace” and thus breaking the back

(Continued on Page 4)

NewCastle WP Gains

In Intensive Drive

‘NEWCASTLE, Pa., June 1.—After
several weeks of intensive activity
the Workers Party Branch of New-
castle held a mass meeting May 28
on the “Purpose and Program of
the Workers Party.”” It was en-
thusiastically received by a good
crowd of workers present. The
speaker at the meeting was Com-
rade George Papcun, Akron branch
organizer. Comrade Papcun became
known for his activities in New-
castle when he helped in the pick-
eting of the relief office by the un-
employed who are organized in the
“Co-operative Workers of America.”

The mass meeting by the Work-
ers Party was a culmination of a
series of mass meetings and demon-
strations held by the unemployed
of this city at which he spoke. As
a result of this meeting and the
work of the branch in Newecastle,
the Workers Party succeeded in or-
ganizing a Spartacus Youth Club
and has taken into the Party sev-
eral new members with prospects
of gaining more. The workers who
came in were some of the most ac-
tive and advanced from the picket
line The branch expects to open
a ‘headquarters in Newcastle this
week.

Comrade Slavin of Youngstown
came down to help in the organiza-
tion of the Spartacus Youth Club,
and he busied himself with the de-
tails necessary in putting the Spar-
tacus Youth League on the New-
castle map.

PRESS FRANTIC

Enormous Pressure

Causes Cave-In
of Strike

BULLETIN

As we go to press news icomes
from Toledo that the power
strike which threatened to shut
down power in a radius of 800
square miles and effecting twenty-
three cities in three states has
been called off pending negotia-
tions on their demand for a 20
percent increase in wages., It is
understood that these negotia-
tions are to start Monday with
officials of the Henry L. Doherty
Company in New York, parent
company of the Toledo Edison.
Oliver Myers, business agent of
the union, attributed the sudden
termination of the striie to pres-
sure “from many sources.”’ The
union workers voted 237 to 22 to
end the strike. The men are to
be paid in full for the day of the
strike,

* . * .
(Special to New Militant)
By ART PREIS

TOLEDQ, Ohio, Jane 5.—A strike
of employees of the Toledo Edison
Co., which supplies the electrical
power for Toledo, northwest Ohio,
northeast Indiana and southeast
Michigan. including a score of com-
munities, began at 7:00 A.M. this
morning. 500 maintenance, produc-
tion and technical workers, mem-
bers of the International Brother-
hood .of Electrical Workers, Local
245, were the first to walk out. 125
office workers also struck and pick-
eted the Toledo Edison Building.
Plans for the strike, announced by
Oliver Myers, business agent of the
local, indicated that it will not be
totally effective until tomorrow
morning, as the shut-down will be
progressive, only a portion of work-
ers having been called on strike
today.

Hysteria has struck the local
press, as well as all the other
agencies and groups of the capital-
ist class of the city. Operation of
industrial plants, street cars, street
lights and other major sources of
electrical consumption has not as
yet been seriously curtailed.

Frenzied Attack on Strike

There is a strong possibility that
the strike may be suspended or
terminated before morning. Terri-
fic pressure is being exerted from
every side, press, government, “out-
standing citizens,” business and
church groups—and the interna-
tional officers of the union—upon
the local strikers and their repre-
sentatives to suspend the strike for
arbitration or pending negotiations.
A meeting of striking electrical
workers will be held at midnight
tonight to act upon the suggestion
of the international officers that the
strike be suspended pending fur-
ther negotiations.

The striking office workers have
already voted in meeting tonight to
return to work if the maintenance,
production and technical workers
decide to accept the proposal of the
international officers.

There is a strong fceling in or-
ganized labor circles here that such
a move may prove to be disastrous
for the strikers, as arbitration or
negotiations without picket lines
will mean another shell-game set-
tlement which will give the work-
ers nothing. Edward F McGrady,
Assistant Secretary of Labor, and
notorious government strike-breaker
who did such effective work here
just three weeks ago in the Chev-
rolet strike, is expected on the
scene momentarily.

Press Demands Violence

The company has already an-
nounced its intentions of operating
the power and transmission plants
in the face of mass picket lines.
The newspapers are openly calling
or police force and demanding that
the plants be operated under any
conditions. Should the strike con-
tinue and go into full effect, a
certain amount of power will be
brought into the city from outside
Ohio communities. This will be
sufficient only for emergency main-
tenance of electric power for hos-
pitals and similar institutions, it is
believed.

The question of the maintenance
of the strike rests largely at present
upon the position taken by Oliver
Myers, in whom the almost sole
leadership of the strike now rests.
While Myers has been known to

(Continued on Page 3)




On Life, Liberty
and Pursuit of

Happiness
asmyee=By BILL REICH e,

Peace on Earth . . .

Hitler proclaims: “Germany
needs peace and wants peace.” .. .
The title of Nazi General Werner
von Blomberg was changed from
Defense Minister to Minister of
War. ... On Nov. 1 German youths
of twenty will be conscripted for
military training. . . . The New
York Herald Tribune emblazons:
DER REICHFUHRER WOULD
HUMANIZE WAR. .. Six students,
three technicians and two instruct-
ors were expelled from Columbia
University for anti-war activities...
In 1931 Nicholas Murray Butler,
President of Columbia U., was
awarded the Noble Peace Prize...

Captainsof Industry. ..

Vice President Arthur Young of
the U. S. Steel Corporation swears:
“I will go to jail or be convicted
a8 a felon rather than obey the
provisions of the Wagner Bill.” ...
The Iron and Steel Institute award-
ed him a gold medal for his “out-
standing and creative” work in
promoting company unioms. . . .
President Eugene Grace of Bethle-
hem Steel says: “Business is being
halted by undue emphasis on re-
form, unsound, biased and perhaps
even wunconstitutional legislative
proposals, political maneuvering,
unrestrained public expenditures,
currency tinkering and increasing
tax burdens” . .. President William
A. Ervin of U. S. Steel, states:
“Under the code, our filed prices
are less than those ruling in 1926;
our rates of wages are now 7 per-
cent higher than those of 1929, The
financial return under these condi-
tions has been disappointing.” ...
During the first quarter of 1935 the
steel industry reported $8,300,000
profits,

Labor e o o

Six hundred destitute miners in
western Germany staged a hunger
strike in the mines, refusing to
come out until concessions were
granted. They were routed with
tear gas. . .. On May Day millions
of Germans celebrated the ‘“great
improvement of labor’s condition
since Hitler came to power.” .
Illinois adopts a 3 percent sales tax
to pay for relief. Labor leaders
endorse the tax “in order to get
federal relief funds back to Illin-
ois.” . .. Henry Ford announces a
raise in minimum wages from $5
to $6 a day. With the first pay
envelop came an announcement of
a five day layoff for 81,000 workers,.
. . . A surplus of $580.000,000 has
been accumulated by the Ford
Motor Company. . . .

Majesty of the Law . . .

The Russell-Cramer Bill now in
committee makes it a felony to is-
sue literature proposing change in
Federal and State governments by
other than parliamentary procedure
« .. Governor Earle of Pennsylvania
signs a bill requiring all relief re-
cipients to post a cash bond of
$500. . . . 20,000 cans of government
beef intended for distribution to the
unemployed exploded in a New Or-
leans warehouse. . . . Mail con-
tracts awarded to the U. S. Mer-
chant Marine last year cost the
government $28,000,000. Operating
expenses of the entire fleet amount-
ed to $28,460,000. . . . Though dead,
William Humphries, Federal Trade
Commissioner, ousted by Roosevelt,
was awarded $3,043.06 back salary.
.. . Mayor LaGuardia of New York
City, addressing a woman’s confer-
ence against the high cost of living
proclaimed: “The economic system
is wrong. I would like to be in
Congress where I could do some-
thing about it.” . . .

Population . . .

Arthur Brisbane advises all wo-
men “to have six good children.” . . .
More than 12,000,000 young people
have reached the employable age
gince 1929. “Few have been able
to take their place as producing
and contributing citizens in our so-
ciety,” states J. W. Studebaker, U.
S. Commissioner of Education. . . .
“Five million youths of mating age
are unemployed,” sighs Mrs. Grace
Sloan Overton of the National Count
cil of Federated Church Women. . ..

Wonders of Science . ..

Scientific experiment carried out
at the International Convention of
Beauty Shop Owners: Ten beautl-
ful girls exposed one unit of the
body after another—hair, eyes, legs,
lips, breast—to a selected group of
men in order to determine woman’s
crowning glory. An acoustiphone
registered the effect on the men.
“Body-as-a-whole” won. . . . “Teen-
S8y Weensy Razors’’ can be obtained
for shaving eyebrows and nostrils.
. . “Baby’s Tidv Didy Service,
Inc.” of New York offers “an eco-
nomical and unstinted flow of sci-
entifically cleansed, soft swell diap-
ers” . .. A toilet seat which weighs
the sitter when he lifts his feet is
on the market. . . . A new pretzel
twisting machine enables two men
to twist as many pretzels as form-
erly twisted by ten. . . .

JOIN THE WORKERS PARTY.

(Ed. Note: This is the 1ast of
a series of three articles by Art
Preis on the great Toledo strike.
Art Preis was the editor of
“Strike Truth,” the Chevrolet
strikers’ hulletin.)
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By ART PREIS

From the outset of the Chevrolet
strike, the line-up of opposing
forces was clear-cut and marked.
On the one side were the strikers,
a minority of the strike committee
and the progressive forces in the
union local. On the dther, were
General Motors, the organized com-
mercial and industrial interests
s uch as the Chamber of Commerce
and Merchants and Manufacturers
Association, the capitalist daily
press, the “leading citizens” Includ-
ing prominent socialites, university
and school officials, ministers, pub-
lic officials, éte., the government,
and finally, certain union officlals
themselves, particularly those rep-
resenting the national leadership of
the A, F. of L.

The strategy of the union pro-
gressives was first of all to maintain
the Toledo strike on a militant,
mdss action basis, to keep the lead-
ership of the strike in the hands
of the elected strike committee, and
to prevent the settlement of the
strike by Francis Dillon and the
A. F. of L. officialdom over the
heads of the strikers. Further, the
progressives realized the necessity
of spreading the strike to every
General Motors plant and, if pos-
sible, to inspire a general auto
walk-out,

No Try at Scabbing

For the first four days of the
strike, under the aggressive leader-
ship of the progressives, the strikers
pushed forward with irresistable
power. Apart from the newspaper
propaganda—anti-strike stuff thinly
disguised under a veil of impartial-
ity—, and misleading advertisements
on the strike paid for by General
Motors and the Chamber of Com-
merce, no effective counter-attack
was launched. No effort was made
by the company to run scabs into
the plant, for memories of the Auto-
Lite strike still provokes sleeplessnes
among the industrialists in Toledo.

Mass picket lines kept a 24 hour
vigilance about the deserted plant.
Plant managers and officials were
forced to beg thepermissiaon of the
strike committee to enter upon their
own premises. The company was

* *|compelled to pay the strikers off

the property and while on the picket
line. By keeping one step ahead of
the company, by taking the agress-
ive, the strikers prevented the
company from carrying through a
co-ordinated counter-offensive. The
company simply did not know how
to deal with progressive labor lead-
e-s of the caliber of a Jim Roland.

Combating Company Propaganda

Moreover, from the standpoint of
demoralizing propaganda, the strike
committee began to show the “pub-
lic relations councils” of General
Motors a thing or two. When the
company issued lengthy statements
to the public through press chan-
nels, the strike committee promptly
replied through the same channels
with equally lengthy but extremely
devastating prepared statements
that quickly forced the company to
chiange the substance of its propa-
ganla. Further, the strike commit-
tee issued a strike bulletin, “Strike
Truth,” which had wide-spread dis-
tribution among the Chevrolet
workers and workers in other auto-
parts plants. The militant tone, the
factual material anl the clear-cut
analysis of the strike issues con-
tained in this single bulletin tre-
mendously strengthened the morale
of the strikers and laid the basis
for the progressive principles which
strongly (irectel the further con-
duct of the strike and the negotia-
tions.

One primary consideration moti-
vated the union progressives as they
mapped out their tacties. They un-
derstood well enough that in this
particular situation the most dan-
gerous forces they had to combat
were within their own camp. They
knew they were dealing with inex-
perienced, uneducated (from a
working-class standpoint), inarticu-
late workers, fearful of “public
opinion,” subject to confusion in
the welter of rumor and misleading
propaganda, raw with indoctrinated
prejudices against ‘“radicalism,”
suspicious of everything they could
not unlerstand — but nevertheless
anxious for competent guidance and
willing to make a stand-up fight.
The real enemy they would have to
combat would be the A. F. of L. top
officials, Bill Green and his lieuten-
ant, Francis Dillon, whose policies
were opposed to strikes and militant
action, who believed in asking fa-
vors of the bosses and keeping on
friendly terms with the labor ex-
ploiters and the government. In
every major industry these elements
had succeeded in curbing necessary
militant action by reliance on com-
promising methods of arbitration
and the diversion of action into the
deadening channels of endless con-
ferences and government boards and
agencies which were promptly con-
verted into instruments for the pro-
tection of the interests of the em-
ployers.

The Negotiations
From the outset, the progressives]

put forth the idea of direct negotia-
tions hetween the elected committee

Told by a Leading Participant in the
Battle with General Motors

of ‘the strikers and the employers.
They impressed upon the strikers
the dangers of permittifg the gov-
ernment to direct the terms of the
strike settlement, or to allow other
than those from their own immedi-
ate ranks to have final authority
iL negotiations.

The first move of the company
‘had been to proffer counter-propos-
als to those contained in the union
contract. These proposals were in
effect the acceptance of company-
unionism, the notorious “merit” and
“proportional representation” claus-
es of the now defunct Automobile
Labor Code, “conditional” promises
of slight wage increases, all hidden
behind neat sounding phrases.
Francis Dillon did not arrive in
Toledo until four days after the
strike was under way. Even had
he desired to, he could not have
forced the company’s proposals
down the strikers’ throat. For the
tme being he had to appear to go
along with the sentiment of the
strikers, in order to gain their con-
fidence by a display of militancy
and to seize in his own hands the
leadership of the strike. At a mass
meeting of the strikers, held on the

to vote down the company’s offer.
This they did unanimously.

Conflict Sharpens

Once Dillon arrived on the scene,
the conflict of forces ' within the
union ranks, between the reaction-
aries and progressives, became
more sharp. The company refused
to deal further with the strikers’
representatives or to negotiate until
the men returned to work. This
left the situation in Toledo at a
complete stand-still. It was ob-
vious that the strategy of General
Motors (and Francis Dillon, who
was equally anxious to have the
strike terminated) was to keep the
strike isolated, undermine the mor-
ale of the” strikers through propa-
ganda and the threat of permanent-
ly closing the plant and starting
operations elsewhere, demoralize
them through inaction and subver-
sive methods and, if possible, starve
them out.

The next move of the progres-
sives was to spread the strike. On
the day of Dillon’s arrival in Tole-
do, a group of Chevrolet strizers
had gone to Detroit where coples
of “Strike Truth” were circulated
at the Chevrolet plant there, and
the office building of General Mot-
ors was picketed until the group
was arrested by Detroit police. Al-
though the e¢losure of the Toledo
plant threatened shortly to stop
production throughout the entire
Chevrolet Corp. because of shortage
of transmissions, every effort was
being made by General Motors and
the press to keep news of the strike
from reaching outside of Toledo.
Francis Dillon had safely concealed
and ignored for some time the vote
of mnumerous auto union locals
throughout the country in favor of
strike action. The nation’s auto
workers, speeded up and exploited
to the hilt, wanted action. Tele-
grams had been sent by the strike
committee to numerous other locals
telling of the strike and urging
them to take similar action.

Strike Spreads

Dillon moved north, following his
first mass meeting in Toledo, to
confer with the Detroit union offi-
icials. The strike committee and
the Toledo uniom progressives went
south, to Norwood, Ohio. They
succeeded in persuading the work-
ers in two General Motors plants
there to strike, without benefit of
Dillon. At the same time, plants
in Cleveland and Atlanta, Ga., were
shut down by company officials just
prior to strike action. Other strikes
threatened, involving important key
plants, Each day reports of plant
closures due to lack of parts were
received. The next move of the
progressives was to Flint,

While the representatives of Bill
Green were moving in on the strike
from the outside, there were num-
erous elements within the loeal un-
ion, particularly the executive
board members and the business
{agent, Fred Schwake, who were op-
posing the progressives and attempt-
ing to undermine the influence of
Jimmy Roland and the strike com-
mittee. TUnder the pressure of Dil-
lon and T. N. Taylor, another of
Bill Green’s organizers, they began
to obstruct progressive moves. They
withheld funds from the strike
committee and prevented the fur-
ther publication of the strike bulle-
tin. In the mass meetings and on
the picket-lines they attempted to
edge tre strike committee out of
the leadership. A red-scare was
started by Schwake who induced a
small group of the more backward
strikers to chase individuals dis-
tributing literature of other work-
ing-class organizations.. Represen-
tatives of the Communist Party re-
ceived the brunt of this attack, die
in large measure to the stupidity
and tactlessness of some of the
statements contained in an initial
leafiet.

Welcome W. P. Literature

Members of the W. P. reported
these reactionary actions to the
Joint Action Committee which im-
mediately sent a strong protest to

day of his arrival, he urged them

the strike committee and the union
executive board. The W. P. mem-
bers continued to distribute leaflets
in the name of our party which
were widely accepted by the strik-
ers and read with keen interest.
The strikers shortly made a distine-
tion between W. P. literature and
that of other groups, and always
welcomed the distinctive appearing
leaflets of the W. P. which con-
tained a positive program of action
explained in clear terms and which
fearlessly and factually exposed
the policies and maneuvers of Dil-
lon and his machine. Thousands of
New Militants, containing uncom-
promising attacks upon Dillon, Tay-
lor and Schwake, pointing out the
correct tactics,to be used, the role
of the government, etc., were dis-
tributed on the picket lines and at
the meetings. This literature of
the W. P. had an incalculable effect
in molding progressive sentiment
and arming the progressives against
the influence of the reactiomaries.

During the second week of the
strike, the company started to open
its attack. It began the swift set-
ting-up of a transmission plant to
replace the Toledo one in Muncle,
Ind., which the newspapers played
up to frighten the Toledo workers
back to work. A strike-breaking
agency, hiding behind the spurious
name of “Independent Workers As-
sociation,” was organized by the
company officials and foremen. Gov-
ernment “concilators,” including the
Department of Labor’s chief strike-
breaker, Edward F. McGrady, were
sent into Toledo.

The “Independent Workers Asso-
clation’ claimed to have sent a re-
quest to the G.M|C. officials, toge-
ther with a petition containing the
signatures of a majority of the
Chevrolet employees, asking for a
vote on the company’s proposals
under the supervision of the De-
partment of Labor.

Dillon’s First Trick

Dillon, persuaded by a superficial
show of strength on the part of this
strike-breaking outfit that a major-
ity of the workers were in favor of
returning to work, urged such a
vote in hopes that the union forces
would be outvoted and the strikers
forced to capitulate in 4 manner
which would not put the finger of
betrayal upon him. After terrific
pressure had been brought upon the
strike committee, all but Roland
and two others agreed to the vote.

The following night, Sunday, Dil-
lon went to the Buick local in Flint,
This local had previously voted to

go on strike the next morning at a
meeting ‘held several days before
when a delegation of Toledo union
militants headed by Jimmy Roland
had visited the Flint local. Dillon
influenced the Flint workers to
postpone strike action until after
the vote by misleading statements
regarding the courage and strength
of the Toledo strikers. The pro-
gressives, once the vote had been
called for. started a drive to defeat
the company’s proposals. A huge
mass meeting of Toledo labor was
held. Another issue of “Strike
Trutbh” was published, under a dif-
ferent editor, somewhat weakened,
but following the general form of
the first one. When the vote was
taken three days later, the union
won hands down.

Turn Down Proposal

Dillon did not cease his stalling
tactics. He came to an agreement
with the G.M.C. representative,
through the agency of MecGrady,
for amother line of attack. The
company agreed to meet with the
representatives of the strikers for
further negotiations . Dillon used
the pretext of the negotiations to
again restrain the Flint Buick local
f.om striking until after the nego-
tiations. During the negotiations
all but one member of the strike
[dommittee refused to dccept the
company’s second proposal, which
included only some minor conces-
sions and no guarantee of wunion
recognition or seniority rights, The
one member of the committee who
fought on the side of Dillon, Mc-
Grady and the G.M.C, was Ben
Bonner. This is the same Ben Bon-
ner whom the Daily Worker de-
scribed on May 13, the day of the
betrayal, as a leading “militant”
and “progressive.”

The progressives began to organ-
ize the strike militants in prepara-
tion for the meeting on May 18,
when the question of the company’s
second proposal was to be present-
ed. Dillon, breaking an agreement
made with the strike committee, is-
sued a widely featured statement
to the press telling the strikers to
accept the company’s proposals and,
by indirection, denunciating the
loyal members of the strike com-
mittee as “reds.” The newspapers
put on am extra heavy barrage urg-
ing the strikers to follow Dillon’s
advice. On May 12, A. J. Muste ad-
dressed an open meeting on the
strike, in which he vigorously
scored Dillon, Schwake and the
other reactionaries, and urged the
strikers not accept the company’s
terms. Many of the leading strik-
ers and picket captains attended the
meeting.

The Showdown

So strong had the sentiment be-

Stalinists Disrupters Routed In

Ill. Meeting on

Hunger March

SPRINGFIELD, Ill—Contrary to|
the reports in the Daily Worker
under date of May 18 to May 25,
the Communist Party and the Un-
employment Councils had nothing
to do with the hunger marches re-
cently held in Springfield, IIl. The
marches were led by the Illinois
Workers Alliance and to deny this
is going W. R. Hearst one better,

The Stalinists, who faltered so
badly in their conspiracy to “cap-
ture” the hunger marches, have re-
sorted to the old tacties of united
fronting from below. Monday, May
27, Stalinists from several parts of
Illinois converged at the meeting
of branch 128, Illinols Workers Al-
liance, of Springfield. They came
there boldly with a resolution pro-
posing to censure Gerry Allard and
Kempton Williams and the whole
leadership of the Illinois 'Workers
Alliance for rejecting a treacherous
united front offer.

Stalinist Scalping Party

The Stalinists tried their best to
provoke physical combat as one of
their number was reported to have
possessed a pistol for that purpose.
The rot squad of the police depart-
ment appeared at the meeting when
some unknown person turned in an
alarm. The police left shortly. Not
having sufficient forces in. Spring-
field or any other one spot of south-
ern lllinois the Stalinists came in
from Thayer, Chicago, Franklin
county and other parts. Few of
them were I.W.A, members. They
were given the floor anyway to
start their offensive of getting Ger-
ry Allard’s scalp.

The Stalinist offensive was soon
turned into a defensive because the
rank and file voted overwhelmingly
to reject the resolution. A counter
motion to condemn the C. P. and
their defunct Unemployment *Coun-
cils for disruptive tactics was un-
animously carried when Stalinists
left the hall completely routed, both
in the logic of arguments and in
voting strength.

Solid Support

Tuesday, May 28, the Auburn,
Ill,, branch of the I.W.A., met and
voted unanimously to endorse the
policies outlined by the Alliance at
the demonstration. Allard and
Kempton Willlams were given un-
animous votes of confidence. The
branch has 420 members.

The role of the Stalinists in the
Illinois relief crisis practically
ends that group among the Illinois
unemployed. Where they previous-

ly connived to gain the favor of the
Workers Alliance by glib phrases
their treachery was exposed at a
time when sincere deeds were nec-
essary. Desperation seems to have
suddenly gripped the Stalinists in
these parts. They pussyfooted for
2 couple of months only to break
themselves to pieces because it re-
mains an evident fact that they
continuously follow the tail of the
kite in the enormous struggles that
are taking place in strategic south-
ern Illinois.

CORRECTION

An unfortunate typographical er-
ror slipped into the reproduction of
comrade Muste’s address over the
radio in the last issue of the New
Militant. Instead of reading “I
am setting forth the historic Com-
munist position embodied in the
experience of the modern working
class and in the writings of its great
teachers, which constitutes the
program of the United States,” it
should say: “I am setting forth
the historic Communist position ...
which constitutes the program of
the Workers Party of the United
States.”

READ THE NEW ANT.

WORKERS

Protect Yourselves Against the
Hazards of Life. Join the
WORKMEN’S SICK & DEATH
BENEFIT FUND OF THE US.

1884-1935

Organized, managed by and for
workers with only one purpose:
to render protection to members
and their families. and to sup-
port all endeavors and struggles
for the improvement of toilers.

About 50,000 members organ-
ized in 850 branches. Reserves
$3,400,000.

Death benefit graded accord-
ing to age at entry. Sick Benefit
paymests from $360 to $900—to
men and women, according to
classes.

Monthly assessments from 45c¢
to $2.20.

For further information apply
to Main Office:

714 Seneea Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y.

come against Dillon, that at the
May 13 meeting the strikers first
voted to refuse the floor for discus-

slon on the company’s proposal fo'

anyone but the strikers and mem-
bers of the strike committee. Dillon
went into a tantrum and stormed
from the hall, loudly declaring that
he would withdraw the union char-
ter. The subsequent developments
of the meeting, with its disquieting
results for the strikers, can be at-
tributed solely to the inexperience
of ‘the strikers and the inarticulate-
ness of the members of the strike
committee.

The executive members of the
union local, fearful that Dillon had
power to carry out his threat and
still largely under conservative in-
fluences, induced Roland and the
other committeemen, from the
standpoint of union loyalty, “fair
play,” “free speech,” etc., to secure
a vote permitting Dillon to speak.
Dillon spoke, using every device of
cajolery, alarm and threat to in-
duce the strikers to accept the com-
pany’s terms. He was roundly
booed during the entire course of
his speech, and it is generally ad-
mitted that his remarks carried in-
sufficient weight to capture the
strikers. But when Fred Schwake,
whom the strikers comsidered one
of their own and whom a great

number still had confidence in be-

cause of his public appearance of
militancy, spoke in favor of accept-
ance while the voting was going on,
a great number of the strikers, who
shortly thereafter bitterly con-
demned their own capitulation, be-
came discouraged and confused and
voted, against their own degires, for
acceptance. The vote resulted in
favor of acceptance and the strik-
ers returned to work the next day.

Role of Parties

One of the important and signifi-
cant phases of this strike was the
role of the various working-class
political parties. The Soclalist
Party was conspicuous by its com-
plete absense from the strike. As
Tim McCormack, one of the local
S. P. leaders, exclaimed on the day
of the settlement to the organizer
of the Toledo W. P. branch, “Jesus
Christ! The 8. P. hasn't done a
goddam thing during this strike.”

The same can be equally said of
the Communist Party. Aside from
the usual passing out of leaflets
which were largely illiterate and
illegible and usually making sug-
gestions on policy three days after
the progressives of the union had
already taken steps to put them in-
to effect, the C. P. had neither direct
nor indirect influence on the strike.
Officials of the 8. P. and C. P. came
to representatives of the W. P. on
the afternoon of the settlement and
for two hours begged and pleaded
with. the W, P. for a “united front.”
‘When the W. P. pointed out that
this was a rather belated step in
view of the imminent crisis and
that these other groups were in
disrepute with the strikers amd the
W. P. was not, the representatives
of these groups agreed that such a
“united front” would act to hurt
the progressives rather than help
them.

The final consideration of the ef-
fectiveness of the organization of
the progressives has come since the
strike. The night following the
settlement the Chevrolet union
members again met in full force.
There was no demoralization, Dil-
lon and his machine were denounced
by the entire body. Representa-
tives of the Cetral Labor Union
spoke at this meeting and likewise
denounced Dillon.

Progressives to0 Meet Soon

Today the union is stronger than
ever in the Chevrolet plant. The
progressives in the entire local are
more influential and organizing
more strongly than ever. A con-
ference of auto union progressives
from all sections of the country
will be held definitely in the near
future. Loca 18384 passed a reso-
lution last week, which all the
locals in the country will be asked
to adopt, demanding that Dillon be
fired as an A. F. of L. organizer.
Schwake’s star has dimmed and he
will undoubtedly be deposed from
his position in the union very short-
ly. The Chevrolet workers have
conducted several inside strikes
since their return to work, all of
them completely successful.

The Chevrolet strike must be re-
garded as merely the preliminary
skirmish of a greater battle to
come, The| progressive program,
which the W. P. has been advocat-
ing, the militant policies, are be-
coming more strongly ingrained in
the union. From the standpoint of
the immediate gains secured in the
strike, the strikers suffered a par-
tial defeat. From the standpoint
of the development of the progres-
sive forces, the strengthening of the
union, the splendid fight that is be-
ing made against the union reaec-
tionaries, the Chevrolet strike must
be regarded as a magnificent vic-
tory.

At the end of 13 years of glorious
fascism in Italy under the direction
of that greater leader of men, Ben-
ito Mussolini, the Italian Debt had
increased 32,000,000,000 lire.

PAUL LUTTINGER, M.D.
DANIEL LUTTINGER, M.D.
5 Washington Square Nor;h
1-2 and 6-8 Except Sundays
and Holidays.
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Progressives

Map Plans for
Strike in Silk

Ed. Note: Below is the sub-
stance of a resolution to be pre-
sented by progressive workers in
the Paterson local of the Ameri-
can Federation of Silk Workers.
The importance of the set of pro-
posals contained therein cannot
be understated. They merit care-
ful and deliberate study on the
part of every member of the un-
jon in view of the coming strike
which promises to be a long bat-
tle, Victory can only be won if
the union pursues correct and
militant pollcies. The resolution
follows:

* & @

Fellow-workers :

The Supreme Court ruling that
found the NRA unconstitutional is
bound to have tremendous reper-
cusions in our industry. It is now
necessary for the union to appraise

the situation and prepare to act.

it is our opinion that, taking the
cue from what they consider to be
a tremendous victory, the manufac-
turers throughout the silk industry
and especially in Paterson are going
to launch a concerted drive, in
order to Increase the hours of work,
lower our wage standards, shatter
and destroy the power of our union.
Already the first. signs are here,
and the first attempts are being
made to feel our strength before
launching the campaign against us.

In such a situation the union can
only take one of two possible
stands, Either wait for the offen-
sive of the manufacturers to get in
full swing, thus reducing ourselves
to a position of defense; or else
courageously assume the leadership
and the offensive ourselves, keep
one jump ahead of the manufactur-
ers, and force them into a defensive
position.

e ——. ARG At B
Assume Offensive

There is no doubt in our mind as
to which stand the union must
take: The defensive is at best a
losing game, and we should not con-
sider even for a moment the possi-
bility of playing it. We must as-
sume the offensive.

We must, on the other hand, an-
alyze the situation so as to know
what we are going to do before-
hand, and in order to have a clear
perspective of the situation in the
coming months.

This is manifestly a slack season
in our industry. The number of
employed union members is falling
steadily, while many of those still
working are only working part
time. We must therefore not de-
lude ourselves with any thought of
a swift strike and of an early set-
tlement. We mpst prepare our-
selves or a long siege, and for a
real test of stremgth.

It is obvious that the manufac-
turers are going to make of the
coming struggle a well organized
attempt to get rid of the union once
and for all time. We must make
of the coming strike a well organ-
ized struggle to establish and en-
trench the union firmly and solidly.
Actual, not only nominal, recogni-
tion of the union must be our basic
slogan.

But if we are to have an even
chance of success, we must organ-
ize for it. ‘The struggle that we
foresee cannot be local in scope.

Immediate organizational steps
must be taken immediately to mo-
bilize the workers throughout the
industry. We therefore recommend
that- our local request the national

office:
Proposals

1. To call a series of mass
meetings and membership meet-
ings with a view to organize the
sentiment of the workers;

2. To secure the support of
all organized labor for our com-
ing struggle;

3. To launch a vast organiza-
tional campaign in the wunorgan-
ized districts, to take place im-
mediately ;

4. The establishment of local,
regional and national strike com-
mittees elected directly from the
membership and acting in con-
junction with lecal, regional and
national officials;

5. Preparation for the fssu-
ance of a daily strike bulletin, to
offset the influence of the boss-
controlled press;

6. Immediate steps for the
raising of a war chest of $500,000.
As for demands, we propose to
stand by the demands already sub-
mitted to and adopted by the mem-
bership: union recognition locally
and nationally, the 30-hour week,
the $25 average wage for weavers,
with other wages graduated ac-
cordingly.

In view of the extremely chang-
ing and shifting situation in Pater-
son we advocate as a measure for
keeping tabs on the situation as
well as to keep high the morale of
the workers the calling of shop-
chairmen’s meetings every week.
We must in the meantime enforce
the prevailing standards and resist
all attempts on the part of the
bosses while we prepare fer the
national strike.

U. S. Steel Guards Dais onm
Executives’ Salaries—headlime.
Because they were so low?




Open Letter
To the World Proletariat

Ed. Note—Turbulent conditions
in France occasioned by the fall
of the cabinet, new aggressions
by italy against Abyssinia, gen-
erally the growing tenseness in
the world, daily driving humanity
nearer to the new imperialist hol-
ocaust, make it imperative that
the working class be armed with
a revolutionary poliey beiore its
outhreal, the following appeal
of the international Secretariat
of the Knternational C(ommunist
League with which the .VWorkers
Party has established fratemnal
reiations is in basic agreement
with the statement of tre Nation-
al Committee of the W. P. on the
Franco-Soviet Allianece printed in
the last issue of the New Mili-
tant, and sbeds valuable light
upon many of the questions being
asked by the workers in connec-
tion with these epoch-making
events.

* » *

Stalin together with the renegade
Laval has signed the death certifi-
cate of the Third International.
Today, there is not a single work-
er, even the most politically back-
ward who is unaware that the So-
viet bureaucrats have just publicly,
decisively betrayed the internation-
al proletariat. For the first time
Stalin has openly said what is, i.e,
in full view of the entire world he
has repudiated revolutionary inter-
nationalismr and passed over to the
platform of social patriotism. He
has informed his lackeys in France
of his open betrayal through the
medium of a bourgeols minister,
who is himself a traitor to the
working class in his own country.
The hired bureaucrats of French
Stalinism have immediately drawn
from it all the necessary conclu-
sions, and Vaillant-Courturier (an
editor of I’'Humanite, organ of the
French C.P.—Ed.) in his article
adds ignominy to betrayal.

While the proletarian masses
mobilize themselves on the revolu-
tionary road, while the peasant
strata are seething and are vigor-
ously intervening in the political
struggle, while the petty bourgeoi-
sie, directly hit by the economic
crisis which is steadily deepening,
is becoming radicalized as a whole,
this bureaucrat has the audacity to
write that there is no longer any
room for the independent activity
of the proletariat in its revolution-
ary struggle against its own bour-
geoisie, that all efforts are to no
avail and that to stave off the in-
vasion of the U.S.S.R. nothing re-
mains except to place faith in
French imperialism. Crawling on
his bellv he consummates the be-
trayal of his master.

In the eyes of everyone the Third
Interndational has become the diplo-
matic agent of Stalinism loaded
down with blunders and crimes,
which has just openly taken the
decisive step on the road to civil
peace,

Let us review the facts.

Brest-Litovsk and the

Franco-Russian Pact

The Stalin-Laval pact rests on
the same plane as the Brest-Litovsk
peace. The Soviet government en-
ters into a military alliance with
an imperialist government not at
its own whim, but in order not to
be anmihilated. In any case, that
is its only justification. The Brest'
Litovsk peace was a defeat; while
the Franco-Russian pact has been
proclaimed for all those who care
to listen a great victory for the
U.S.8.R. It is unnecessary to at-
tempt a comparison between the
relation of forces in 1918 and at
the present time. The facts speak
for themselves. Whatever the dif-
ferences in the world sitnation and
in the relationship of forces, the
Franco-Soviet treaty from the stand-
point of principles and politics rest
entirely upon the same plane as
the treaty of Brest-Litovsk. Should,
then, the Communists and Social-
ists vote in parliament for the rati-
flcation of the Franco-Soviet agree-
ment? And this too regardless of
the question of whether or no So-
viet diplomacy was really forced
to sign this treaty?

Let us recall the historic exam-
ple of Brest-Litovsk. The German
Social Democrats voted in the
Reichstag for ratifying it, claiminy
that since the Bolsheviks hagd ae-
cepted it there was no reason what-
ever for their opposing it. The
Bolsheviks replied to them, “You
swine, We are objectively com-
pelled to negotiate in order not to
be annihilated, but as for you—you
are politically free to vote for or
against, and your vote implies whe-
ther or not you place confidence in
your own bourgeoisie.”

If we allowed that the Soviet
Government is really compelled to
conclude a military alliance with
French imperialism, the proletariat
of the latter country does not at
all have to do so. By their votes
in parliament the Socialist and
Commnnist deputies are not called
upon to express themselves upon
the reason and motives for the
action of the Soviet government
but solely upon the reasons and
motives of the Flandin-Laval gov-
ermment. If they vote confidence
in it, they are the same swine as
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Stalin Has S

the German social
1918.

Only yesterday, Thorez and Co.
(leader of French C.P.—Ed.) swore
that “We love our country, but we
cannot countenance national de-
fense under the capitalist regime.”
If this formula has any meaning it
implies that we cannot confide to
the hands of our bourgeoisie the
task of defending “our country”
(which besides is not “ours”). To-
day we are told, “with throbbing
hearts we shall make common cause
with our bourgeoisie in the defense
of the U.8.8.R.” We want to know,
“how is it that the French bour-
geoisie which is not good enough
to defend ‘our deeply loved coun-
try,” proves itself good enough for

democrats of

the defense of the U.S.8.R.9” This
is the nub of the question. There
can be no middle-of-the-road. The

very same people will be obliged to
proclaim, “with throbbing hearts
we shall make common cause with
our bourgeoisie to defend our
people against the barbarism of
Hitler. because the French people
has the right to call for the same
sacrifices on the part of its heroes
as the Russian people.”

There is nothing new in the new
position of the Communist Party.
It is social-patriotism.

Has the War Danger a
National Address?

“But the immediate danger comes
from German fascism,” it will be
said, “so it i necessary to make a
bloe against it.” Such an argument
suffices for this or that diplomatic
combination of the Moscow govern-
ment. But this conception has
nothing in common with Marxism.
We have always maintained that
the danger of war is the inevitable
product of world imperialist anta-
gonisms. German fascism as well
as the dangers of war are the pro-
ducts of the colossal productive
forces of German capitalism that
seek for outlets, and that must
seek for outlets, whatever the po-
litical regime of the country. The
most progressive capitalist regimes
of Europe are stifling within the
framework of the national state.
France is marching hand in hand
with fascist Italy and with quasi-
democratic England against fascist
Germany.

Have we forgotten that the revo-
lutionary activity during the last
war consisted precisely in denounec-
ing the propaganda of the allles
who spoke in the name of democra-
cy against the Prussian junkers
and the Hohenzollerns? The old
catchwords are being refurbished
to camouflage imperialist antagon-
isms by means of sham conflicts be-
tween political systems.

On this road one quickly arrives
at the idealization of French demo-
cracy as such counterposed to Hit-
ler Germany.

Here again, there is no middle-
of-the-road. We repeat: “it is the
policy of soclal patriotism.”

The conception of the “aggressor”
is very handy for the flendish work
of diplomacy, but it is fatal or the
orfentation o the proletariat. To
checkmate the alleged aggressor
France protects Mussolini, allow-
ing him a free field for action in
Abyssinia, and also as regards Aus-
tria. And it is precisely the tight-
ening grip of Italy on Austria
which may fan to white heat Ger-
man nationalism and lead to the
outbreak of the war. Involved here
are the permanent antagonisms
which are deepening and sharpen-
ing. On the other hand their in-
evitable explosion and the .preven-
tive measures of the capitalist
states can and must cause the catas-
trophe.

Social Patriotism [s
Driving the U.S.S.R.
to Ruin

We will be told in answer, “All
this may perhaps be true, but isn’t
it necessary all the same to save
ourselves from the most immedi-
ate danger which is the very same
Hitler Germany?' ILet us observe
first of all that only yesterday the
Comintern advanced in Germany
the slogan of “national liberation”
which is impossible without a war.
Today the Communist International
wants to defend the Versailles
status quo in order to escape war.
He is lost who abandons the posi-
tion of the class struggle and of
the international revolution and
who begins to seek safety outside
of the revolutionary struggle
against one’s own government in
one’s own country. Today the be-
trayal will be covered by the plea
of the need to ‘‘save peace,” tomor-
row when war breaks out neverthe-
less, the betrayal will be perpetu-
ated in order to save democracy or
to save the U.S.8.R. But neither
peace nor democracy nor the TU.S.
S.R. can be saved by the surrender
of the French proletariat.

If after Germany has been anni-
hilated for the second time, France,
Italy and England turn against
their temporary ally, does anyone
believe that it will be possible on
the spur of the moment to sever at
a single stroke the proletariat from
the bourgeoisie which. with the aid
of the working class parties will
have succeeded in raising itself as
the master of the nation, and that
has gagged and demoralized the
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Announcement of Betrayal!

“And now | answer a question that has been put to me:
‘In case of such a war launched by Hitler against the U.S.
S. R., would you apply your slogan: transformation of the
Imperialist war into the civil war?’ |

“Well, no! because in such a war it is not an imperialist
war that is involved, a war between two imperialist gangs,
it is a war against the Soviet Union.”

Extract from a speech hy Maurice Thorez, leader of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of France, delivered in Paris on May 17,
1935, and reproduced in the party’s offieclal organ,
May 24, 1935,

I’'Humanite of

working class through civil peace?

To fritter away the only capital
we possess, the revolutionary inde-
pedence of the proletariat, in return
for precarious, equivocal, and un-
stable diplomatic combinations
would be tantamount to walling up
the avenue to the revolutionary fu-
ture. The basic crime of reform-
ism lies precisely in the fact that
chasing after the shadows of re-
forms, it castrated the proletariat
by class collaboration. This policy
is ten times, one hundred times, a
thousand times more criminal at a
time when it is a question not of
a peaceful period of parliamentary
combinations but of a war which
concentrates all the instruments of
oppression and destruction in the
hands of the bourgeoisie and leaves
the proletariat only its sole and
only weapon: its political indepen-
dence, its hatred of the bourgeoisie,
its revolutionary will.

Moreover, who has the right to
declare that the docile submissive-
ness of the French proletariat to
its own bourgeoisie must inevitably
frighten German fascism and force
it to retreat? Not only would this
be a gratuitous assertion but just
the contrary would prove the case
in the long run.

Hitler has mnot yet morally
crushed the German proletariat. In
order to succeed in this, his propa-
ganda revolves around the weighty
argument, ‘““we are encircled, we
are hated, they seek our destruc-
tion.” it is a question of the race
struggle. Already the fact that the
workers’ state was compelled to
fraternize with the French bour-
geoisie against Germany has streng-
thened the position of the Nazis
against the German working class.
Should the French proletariat de-
liberately participate in this alli-
ance by surrendering its class inde-
pendence the theory of the race
struggle will make great headway

in Germany to the detriment of the|

theory of the class struggle. Driven
by the irresistible national spirit
which he has himself incited, Hit-
Ier may be compelled to unleash
the war.

On the other hand the open, irre-
gistible, thunderous opposition of
the French proletariat to its own
imperialism will be a disavowal of
racism and will give a powerful
impetus to the German revolution.

The Betrayal of Stalin
And the Crises in the
U.S.S.R.

The U.S.S.R. participated active-
ly at Geneva in the elaboration of
measures against terrorism and
terrorists. The assassination of the
King of Jugoslavia was the reason
for this incident. We, Marxists,
have always been the opponents of
individual terrorism, but we have
also assumed the defense of nation-
al terrorists against imperialist op-
pression. This elementary tradi-
tion has now been abandoned, the
U.S.8.R. has taken its place in the
sphere of national struggles as the
pillar of the established order and
of the status quo.

In the light of the Stalin-Laval
communique, the international
working class is beginning to gain
a better understanding of why Stal-
in undertook a new persecution of
the Bolshevik-Leninists and of the
Zinoviev group. Before finally de-
livering the Kremlin to the bour-
geoisie he found it mecessary to
overwhelm and exterminate all
those who might raise their voices
in protest.

Stalinism to the Rescue
Of Social Pacifism

The enemy is Stalinism! But
the point in question is not to for-
get or overlook reformism. The
treacherous pbdlicy of the Stalinists
provides them with tremendous
sapport. From now on Blum and
Paul Faure (leaders of French S.
P.—Ed.) openly spread the idea of
the defense of the ‘“national soil”
because these philistines them-
selves, likewise, do not approve of
“unconditional” defense. This stu-
pidity of wishing to ‘condition”
the defense of the national bour-
geosieie or of the proletarian state
is clear to everyone. If our coun-
try as it iy, i3 worthy of being de-
fended, it must be defended no mat-
ter what the origin of the war may

be: it would be absurd to punish
“our country” for the idiocy ot
Laval and his colleagues. To us,
it is the class character that is
decisive and not the policy of the
government, We are committed to
oppose the war budgets of the most
democratic governments of the
bourgeois states, and we are pledged
to defend the U.S.S.R. despite and
against Stalin and his infamy,

But the absurdity of the “condi-
tional” defense of the bourgeois
state. bears, nevertheless, a grave
political meaning. Were Blum to
render to the bourgeoisie all that
the latter demands, he would be
unable to differentiate himself from
Herriot, or even Louis Marin. He
would lose the confidence of the
working class, and become a cipher.
By resorting to pacifism right up
to the outbreak of the war he re-
tains the possibility of rendering a
double service to the bourgeoisie
during the war; a large section of
the working class will say to it-
self: “if this tried and true pacifist
now joins the ranks of ‘civil peace,’
it is because the war has been
foisted upon us, it is because the
defense is just.” In order to be
able to achieve this mission Blum
must reject as invalid the orders
of Stalin. This perfidious game is
enormously facilitated by the social
patriotic turn of the Stalinists.

The League of Nations
And Blum’s Faith

Leon Blum and Co. lament that
the communique does not sufficient-
ly conform to the statutes of the
League. Yet the C.A.P. (National
Committee of the French Socialist
Party—Ed.) as early as January
elaborated its famous program
which proclaims the necessity of
destroying the bourgeols state and
of opposing to it the interests of
the working people including the
interests of the country. What is
the League of Nations? It is also
the mechanism of the bourgeois
state, or of several bourgeois states,
acting jointly, and at the same time
antagonistic to one another. If the
mechanism of the bourgeols state
deserves only to be destroyed how
can anyone stake the hopes for a
better future upon the League of
Nations which is the by-product of
this very same mechanism?

It is the doctrine of Jauresism
that democracy or the democratic
state (“the bourgeois mechanism”)
envisages constant improvement of
its fate and advances slowly but
surely toward socialism. Viewed in
this perspective the League of Na-
tions must naturally have its place
to regulate the International rela-
tions of the democrats.

Today not only Pivert and Zyr-
omsky (prominent “lefts” in the 8.
P.—Ed.) but also Blum and Paul
Faure are obliged to recognize the
necessity to overthrow and destroy
the mechanism of the bourgeois
state. Under these conditions how
can they maintain their faith in the
League of Nations?

The same question presents itself
on the subject of disarmament. Zy-
romsky expresses his regrets at the
sight of his newly acquired friend
Litvinov abandoning the slogans of
disarmament in favor of collective
security., The very same Zyromsky
refuted in his last article, “social
pacifism” in domestic policies, i.e.
the hope of settling the social ques-
tion amicably. Zyromsky is unable
to hderstand that external social
pacifism is the reverse side of the
coin of internal social pacism. If
the bourgeoisie allows itself to be
disarmed in order to secure peace
it will be at the same time dis-
armed in the struggle against the
proletariat. We find here the same
contradiction as in the question
concerning the League of Nations.
We have at least the verbal recog-
nition of the need for the proletariat
to arm itself and to gain powerful
strongholds in the bourgeois army
in order to lead to the victory of
the internal class struggle. At the
time one busies oneself with secur-
ing peace under the capitalist re-
gime through general disarmament.
Why then make a revolution against
a humanitarian bourgeoisie which
will be disarmed through a coven-
ant of the League of Nations?

The solution of this enigma is
quite simple. These people haven't
the slightest confidence either in a

revolution or in the destruction of
the. mechanism of the bourgeois
army. Moreover they demonstrate
this by reiterating the slogan “dis-
arm the fascist leagues.” Zyrom-
sky is unaware that this famous
revolutionary demand is the most
stupid incarnation of social paci-
fism.

Must We Support Alli-
ances Useful to the

Workers Gov’t?

In refutation it will be said, “Yet
you Bolghevik-Leninists yourselves
recognize the right of the Soviet
government to conclude alliances
with imperialist states for its im-
mediate safety. Is it then not our
duty as the French workers to sup-
port these alliances insofar as they
are useful to the workers’ govern-
ment?”

No, never! We have already
pointed out why the German social-
ists were duty-bound to fight against
the Brest-Litovsk peace although it
was absolutely necessary for the
continued existence of the Soviets
at the given moment.

Let us take this very same ques-
tion more conecretely and more prac-
tically. Revolutionary defeatism
doesn’t at all imply the sabotage
of the sham national defense by an
active minority. It would be ab-
surd to attribute to revolutionary
workers the idea of blowing up
bridges and railroads, ete. ete. .
in case of war. The revolutionary
workers. insofar as they are the
minority, participate in the war as
the slaves of imperialism who are
conscious of their enslavement. At
the same tme they prepare through
agitation the transformation of the
imperialist war into a civil war.

Should the U.S.S.R. succeed in
securing the military assistance of
the French bourgeoisie in the event
of aggression on the part of Ger-
man imperialism (which is by the
way by no means certain) this as-
gistance supplied by the bourgeois-
ie in power will in no way be hin-
dered by the fact that the revolu-
tionary minority will continue to
fulfill its duty in incessantly pre-
paring for the overthrow of the
bourgeoisie, whatever may be the
military assistance of the imper-
ialist general staff (and it will al-
ways be precarious, equivocal and
perfidious).

The revolutionary repercussions
which will be engendered in Ger-
many by the revolutionary move-
ment in France will provide another
sort of effective assistance for the
salvation of the U.S.8.R. as well
as for the development of the world
revolution.

Should the revolutionary move-
ment in France, in the event of

Pickets Slugged in
Brutal Police Sally

(Continued from Page 1)
Party and Ohio U.L., were among
those on the strike committee and
a written agreement was signel be-
tween the union locals and the
League. The morale of the strik-
ers rose; evidences of militancy
broke out despite the pacific atti-
tude of the Columbus Federation of
Labor.

Bosses Understand

If the tremendous importance of
the strike was not apparent to the
labor leaders of Columbus, it was
certainly clear to the Chamber of
Commerce. They realized that if
the strike could be broken, union
labor in Franklin County would be
smashed. Therefore, every resource
of the police force was placed at
the disposal of the plant.

The fighting spirit of the strikers
mounted to a furious pitch that
forced recognition from the union
leaders of the demand for action.
It was decide to stop all trucks and
scab cars on Thursday night. Over
200 cops and plain clothesmen were
massed to meet the pickets. How-
ever, the 150 workers, Unemployed
Leaguers, and sympathetic students
who were on the picket line man-
aged to stop and smash every scab
car that tried to enter. Arthur
Wedemeyer led the picket line all
through the night.

When it seemed that the plant
would be effectively throttled, the

e Death Certificate of the Third International

war, gain such force as to directly
threaten the military machine of
the bourgeoisie and imperil its al-
liance with the U.S.8.R,, it would
imply that the French proletariat
is capable of seizing power at the
height of the struggle. Should they
perhaps be restrained in such a sit-
uation? Let them say it. 'Will we
run the risk of defeat? Obviously.
Revolution, like war, carries risk
with it since danger is the essen-
tial element in t. But only wretch-
tial clement in it. But only wretch-
from an international situation
which is brimful of mortal dangers
without iuncurring any risks what-
ever.

Thus revolutionary  defeatism
does not prevent the Soviet govern-
ment on its own responsibility from
profiting by such and such a pact
or this and that imperialist mili-
tary assistance. But these fleeting
transactions cannot and must not in
any way commit the French and
the world proletariat whose task
is, above all during the time of

'| war, to prepare for the liquidation

of imperialism through the victor-
ious revolution.

The Pact is the Conse-
quence of the Defeats
Of the World

Proletariat

The pact indicates weakness and
not strength on the part of the
U.8.8.R. This new treaty is the
product of the defeat in China, in
Germany, in Austria and Spain.

Since the world revolutionary
factor has been weakened, the gov-
ernment of the U.S.S.R. found it-
self forced to adapt itself to the
imperialist factor. That is the only
correct formula for the Franco-
Soviet treaty.

The Kremlin bureaucrats. who
see only the strengthening of the
U.S.8.R., thereby posit the indepen-
dence of the workers’ state from
the world working class movement:
the more defeats the latter suffers
the stronger becomes the Interna-
tional position of the U.S.S.R. These
are the statements of charlatans—
they must be nailed to the pillory.

But if because of annihilation of
the proletariat in a number of coun-
tries the Soviet government is com-
pelled to fraternize temporarily
with the oppressors of the French
working class—this cannot be the
ground for further weakening the
latter by demoralizing it and thus

. | still further worsening the interna-

tional situation, of forcing the rev-
olution to retreat and consequently
placing the U.S.8/R. directly in
danger,

Safety Lies in the Revo-
lutionary Policy of the

Proletariat

‘When events of world-wide Iim-
portance are at stake, the revolu-
tionary party has no right to per-
mit itself to be motivated by sec-
ondary, episodic, conjunctural and
always problematic considerations.
It is necessary to be farsighted, pre-
serving and accumulating the revo-
lutionary strength of the class; it
is in this manner that one can also
best exert influence on all second-
ary questions: revolutionary policy
is always the most practical. The
enemy is Stalinism! It weakened
the U.S.8.R. because it delivered
the Chinese workers and peasants
to the bureaucracy of the Kuomin-
tang, the English workers to the
bureaucracy of the trade unions,
ete. . . . Frightened by the conse-
quences it sought to play the card
of adventurism, “third period.” The
results proved themselves even
more fatal. Today Stalin and Co.
have lost all confidence in the revo-
lutionary forces. They resort to

the name of police, decided to step
in. A police cruiser bore down upon
the strikers, knocking a picket
down. Instantly, the police charged
from all sides. Clubbing and black-
jacking indiscriminately, the police
slowly forced the strikers back.
Many women were slugged to the
eround ; strikers were badly beaten.
No resistance could be offered by
the unarmed and unprepared work-
ers. The workers of the Columbus
Packing Co. learned from the end
of a club just what is the role of
the police. They learned that the
police, the entire city administra-
tion were tools of the Chamber of
Commerce who were trying to crush
Mayor Whitewashes Police

A march to the City Hall was
organized and a delegation visited
the Mayor and Safety Director
Pealer. Mayor Worley, former mem-
ber of the Socialist Party, who still
carries a union card, stated, “As
far as I am concerned, the strikers
have forfeited their right to picket.
From now on, only 12 pickets will
be permitted at the plant.” Major
Pealer “impartially” exonerated the
police and lauded the remarkable
“restraint and good judgment” they
employed.

What must be done by the mili-
tants of the Columbus Packing Co.
now? The lessons of Toledo must
be followed. A strike bulletin must
be issued immediately; street corn-
er meefings must be organized to
acquaint the workers of Columbus
with the true facts of the strike;
pressure must be brought to bear

hired thugs, masquerading under |upon the Columbus Federation of

pure diplomacy, that is to say, to
the filthiest sort. They refuse to
see anything except combinations
with this or that imperialism
against some other. They are above
all afraid lest the French workers
compromise their combinations.
Thorez and Co. subscribe to this
disgraceful attitude. They also
deem the revolutionary movement
to be an obstacle to the safety of
the U.S.8.R, They accept the order
to penalize and hamstring the rev-
olution.

They openly become the Stalinist
police over the French proletariat,
and what is more, the Stalinist po-
lice become at the same time the
police of French imperialism.

Socialisminone Country
Ends in Civil Peace

When we, the Bolshevik-Lenin-
ists. began our struggle against the
theory of socialism in one country
it may have scemed that only an
academic question was under dis-
cussion. Today the historical func-
tion of this formula may be clearly
seen: it has for its task to sever
the fate of the U.S.8.R. from the
tate of the world proletariat. It
has created a national base for the
Soviet bureaucracy which allowed
it to concentrate all the power in
its own hands. The new law which
extends capital punishment to chil-
dren 12 years old reveals with fear-
ful eloquence not only that the U.S.
S.R. is still at a considerable re-
move from socialism but that under
the domination of the omnipotent
bureaucracy the social decomposi-
tion of wide strata of workers and
peasants has attained _formid-able
proportions despite all the techno-
logical conquests bought so dearly
by the workers and peasants. And
it is precisely at the moment when
the war danger threatens the state
founded by the October Revolution
that the Government of the U.S.S.R.
draws the final conclusions from
the theory of socialism in one coun-
try, prostituting the A B C of
Marxism and degrading the Comin-
tern to the role played by Scheide-
mann, Noske, Renaudel, Vander-
velde and Co.

The Third International
IsDead! Long Live The

Fourth International!

When after the capitulation of
the Communist International before
Hitler, we proclaimed: it is the
“August 4th” of the Third Inter-
national, we met with not a few
protests. “August 4th,” we were
told was a conscious betrayal while
the capitulation before Hitler was
the inevitable consequence of false
policy. Today we see how superfi-
cial are such purely psychological
evaluations. The capitulation was
the expression of the internal degen-
eration, a consequence of accumu-
lated blunders and crimes, This
degeneration implied in its turn the
capitulation to imperialist war and
a prelude to the capitulation before
the imperialist bourgeoisie which is
preparing for war. That is why
the “August 4th” of the Third In-
ternational was already lodged in
the capitulation to Hitler. It is
the great merit of the Bolshevik-
Leninists that they stated this in
time,

Leninism is betrayed and vilified
by Stalinism.

The urgent task of the hour is
to reconstitute the ranks of the
vanguard of the international pro-
letariat. For this a banner and a
program are necessary, and they
can only be the banner and the pro-
gram of the Fourth International.

The Third International is dead.
Love live the Fourth International!

—International Secretariat of
the International Communist
League,

Toledo Power Strike
Ended by Pressure

(Continued from Page 1)

have strong progressive and mili-
tant tendencies, it is felt that his
long association with the old-line
A. F. of L. officialdom may influence
him to agree to suspension of the
strike under this terrific pressure.

The strike was called following
lengthy negotiations with the To-
ledo Edison management, when un-
ion requests for a 20 percent wage-
increase were flatly turned down.
The Toledo Edison Co. is one of
Henry L. Dougherty’s holdings. It
has been making enormous profits
and has been exacting terrifically
high rates from the consumers.

Failure of the strikers’ represen-
tatives to issue statements or a
strike-bulletin or leaflets to offset
the unrestrained lies and frenzied
distortions of the press has been a
distinct weakness of the strike tae-
tics so far.

Labor to actively support the
strike; mass picketing of an effec-
tive character must be resumed;
the power of the Chamber of Com-
merce and its hired strike-breakers,
the police, must be smashed.

Sunday, June 9—Hike to Palisades,
Broadway line to Dyckman St.
Meet at Dyckman St. Ferry, 11
A.M. Auspices: Spartacus Youth
League.
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The Sacramento Appeal

Six wecks ago our comrade, Norman Mini,
refusing to accept the mercy of the court, was
sentenced to San Quentin for the crime of or-
ganizing workers into a union. Along with

seven members of the Communist Party, he has
been imprisoned for one to fourteen years.
The Judge refused to set bail pending appeal,
and Mini is now prisoner 57606 in San Quentin.
His conviction was the result of an illegal
horse-trade in the jury room, forced upon jur-
ors who wanted to acquit him and other de-
fendants, but who succumbed to the pressure of
reactionary propaganda and reactionary fel-
low-jurors. The conviction is not simply “il-
legal” in a technical sense: it is a crime against
labor’s right to organize and defend its eco-
nomic interests, and against the democratic
rights of the people at large.

Reactionary elements are delighted with the
verdict. William Randolph Hearst sees it as
an example for other regions to follow, and is
advocating the adoption by every state of laws
which will make it possible to imprison union
organizers just as Mini and his fellow-workers
were imprisoned. Labor should show no less
consciousness of the meaning of this verdict
than do the anti-labor forces: reaction has won
a victory and a fight must be made to regain
the lost ground.

Through the Non-Partisan Labor Defense,
which handled his trial fight, Norman Mini is
going to appeal his conviction. An able at-
torney, armed with the affidavit given to the
Non-Partisan Labor Defense by Juror McIn-
tire and revealing the illegality of the verdict,
can make a powerful argument for a reversal.
If he makes his argument against the sounding
board of a great mass movement of protest,
the appeals court of California will think twice
and three times before it sustains the railroad-
ing verdict of the Sacramento court.

At this time there comes news both good and
bad about developments in the appeal struggle.
The trial fight was carried on almost entirely
as a California issue. For a long time the
Communist Party and its instrument, the LL.
D., had sole control of the defense. During
that time, the prisoners were kept in the county
jail although bail was readily available, and
publicity about the case was sabotaged. All
this because a number of the prisoners were
guilty of disputing the authority of Sam Dar-
cy, District Organizer of the C. P., and one of
them, Mini, even challenged the authority of
the Communist International.

Not until the N.P.L.D. entered the case,
hiring a lawyer for Mini and providing bail

for Jack Warnick and Caroline Decker, did

the Sacramento case become known outside
California to any wide extent. When the New
Militant began to print a series of articles
about it, the Daily Worker was compelled to
give the case some publicity.

The N.P.L.D. held Sacramento defense
meetings in New York, Chicago and Boston
and won trade union backing for the defense
in a number of cities. Nevertheless, the strug-
gle was largely confined to California.

It is heartening, therefore, to learn, as is
reported in our news columns, that the N.P.
L.D. plans to make the Sacramento appeal a
national issue. It properly should be: Hearst
has proclaimed it to be one and nobody can
deny that the imprisonment of workers for or-
ganizing and holding certain political beliefs
is an action which calls for nationwide resis-
tance of all workers and honest democratic
elements. The fact that the N.P.L.D. has
called a conference of national organizations
will be good news to all real friends of the Sac-
ramento prisoners. The Workers Party, of
course, will support the struggle on a national
scale. The fact that the Socialist Party,
through its National Labor Secretary, has ap-
pointed delegates to the forthcoming confer-
ence is additional reason for hoping that a
really broad and powerful defense fight can
be developed.

On the other hand, the attitude of the LL.D.,
while no surprise to anyone acquainted with
C.P. policies at this stage is far from being
good news. These wreckers apparently are
not through with their sabotage of the Sacra-
mento struggle. They have studiously ignored
invitations to the forthcoming conference, and
give every reason to suspect that in the appeal
fight they will follow the same splitting tac-
tics which they introduced into the trial fight.
True, the West Coast Staiinists, who for
months denounced Norman Mini as a stool-
pigeon, now have been forced to back-water to
the point where they characterize him as “an
honest, misguided class prisoner.” But these
vandals kept class prisoners who were in their
own party in the county jail for six months,
and they certainly will not hesitate to wreck
the whole appeal struggle if it suits them to do
s0.

The record of the LL.D. in the Sacramento
case is thus far one of the most shameful in
all labor defense history. Its splitting of the
united front in California hamstrung the state-
wide campaign, as has been testified by the
Northern California Civil Liberties Union, the
California Socialist Party and other elements
which aided the defense. Its treachery to Mini
called forth the earnest protests of Jack Warn-
ick, union leader and acquitted defendant who
has now been expelled from the Stalinist swamp
for the crime of “Trotskyism,” i.e., for refus-
ing to knifesin the back a fellow-worker and
fellow-defendant.

If the LL.D. wrecks the possibility of build-
ing a nation-wide, multi-partisan, aggressive
defense movement on behalf of the eight Sacra-
mento defenants, it will bear the responsibility
for whatever disasters may follow. The Work-
ers Party pledges itself to fight to the finish
for a unified movement and a militant struggle
for liberation of the eight victims of the Cali-
fornia plunderbund. We call upon all party
members to publicize the Sacramento case in
their localities and to stand by for directives
for concrete work to build the defense move-
ment.

S.Y. L. Takes Leap Forward |

Mid-West Conference Shows i’

cago local of the W.P, he stated,
the Party 'has correctly reacted to
necessity of Dbuilding and
Spartacus  Youth

Report from Gillespie
Jim Cross, a member of the Na-

CHICAGO, 111, May 14. — Inau-
gurating a Spartacus Youth League
district in the middle west, 22 dele-
gates, representing 125 members in
four Spartacus branches and one
nucleus, convened in  Chicago on
May 11 and 12.

The main task before the confer-
ence was the setting up of a dis-
trict apparatus in the form of a
Regional Committee and a Chicago
Resident Committee. The Resident
Committee elected at the mid-west
conference is composed of Irving
Bern, Al Garber. Yetta Barshefshy,
Sid Scoft, Karl Kaspin, Nathan
Brown, Sam Shapiro, Dave Grub-
man and Ben Goldberg. The out-
-of-town members of the Regional
Commiitiee arce Jim Cross from Gil-
lespie, Herman Beck from Detroit
and Ilcrbert DP’assin from Cham-
paign. Alternates to the committee
are Dan Golden, Marion Landau
and IIy Stone from Chicago and
Baxter from Gillespie.

That the Spartacus Youth League
is rapidly transforming itself into
a mass organization was clearly
pointed out by the delegates to the
confercnce. Chicago was represent-
ed with 17 delegates, Gillespie with
two delegates, Detroit with one
delegate, Champaign with two del-
egates, and the Indiana Harbor
nucleus with one delegate. Min-
neapolis and Waukegan with Spar-
tacus nuclei were absent.

Grows in Outlying Territory

In the report on the district Irv-
ing Bern stated that the Chicago
organization gained over 35 mem-
bers since the first of the year;
added another club to the Chicago
branch, which now has six clubs
in the city; and was directly re-
sponsible for the creation of the
branch at Champaign as well as
the Indiana Harbor group. The
discussion showed that 103 mem-

bers are enrolled in Chicago, 6 in
Champaign, 8 in Gillespie, and 8 in
Detroit. Three months before no
branches existed in Champaign,
Gillespie, or Detroit.

The opening report was delivered
by Nathan Gould, National Secre-
tary, who recorded similar growth
of the Spartacus nationally. Com-
rade Gould pointed out that the
S.Y.L. has had a 144 percent in-
crease in mcmbership since Janu-
ary 1 and that an active National
Committec, which issued bulleting
and circular letters, now exists.
The delegates greeted with enthu-
siasm the information that the Na-
tional Committee initiated a eall
for an international youth confer-
ence of youth organizations moving
tow:rd a new youth international
which is to be held in December in
Paris,

Table R.0.T.C. Motion

On the most important political
point confronting the conference,
the endorsing of the National Com-
mittee slogan ‘“Abolish the R.O.T.
C,” the delegates decided to table
the question until they would be
in a position to commit themselves
on the point. The majority of the
representatives felt that there was
inadequate information and inade-
quate discussion on the question.
Instead the conference recommend-
ed that the National Committee set
up a commission to do some
research on the R.0.T.C. and that
a wide-spread discussion follow in
the Spartacus.

Joe Giganti, the Workers Parly
representative to the SYL, made
the report on the relation of the
Party to the youth. After an in-
gpirational report on the situation
confronting the youth internation-
ally, Comrade Giganti pointed out
that the Party must pay particular

attention to the youth. In the Chi-

tional Committee who has built a
union of the youth working on re-
lief jobs in Gillespie, reported on
the unemployment situation. Tre-
mendous possibilities for the Spar-
tacus open themselves in the Illin-
ois Workers Alliance. A limitation
of time, however, prevented any
discussion on the point which was
turned over to the incoming region-
al committee.

To the tune of the “Internation-
al” the conference ended.

Aside from the regional confer-
ence the Spartacus Youth League
recorded the most active week-end
of activity in its history. On the
evening of May 11 an affair was
held to welcome Comrade Gould
back to his home town and to pro-
vide sufficient funds so that he
would be able to continue his tour
across the country. Over seventy-
five people attended the affair at
the West side headquarters where
twenty dollars was raised. Fifteen
dollars was given to Comrade Gould
and the remainder was used to pay
the expenses and to feed and house
the out-of-town delegates.

Gould Speaks at “Y”

The following evening, after the
adjournment of the conference,
Comrade Gould spoke at a mass
meeting in the Central Y.W.C.A. on
the “Future of the American
Youth.” The meeting was the larg-
est in the history of the Chicago
S.Y.I.; over one hundred twenty-
five attending.
raised, Gould receiving $27.50. Ar-
rangements are being made for an-
other affair when Nathan Gould
returnsg in the middle of June.

Relief Administrator Harry Hop-
kins got $10 a minute for a talk
near Chicago. He will pay ub-
gkilled workers near Birmingham

READ THE NEW MILITANT.

Letters to

When Gold Turns
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the Editor

to Mud or a Letter

The Daily Worker Failed to Print

Editor New Militant:
The other day Mike Gold wrote
a whole column in the Daily
Worker telling all about the Iet-
ters he receives, there is one he
didn’t mention. Maybe the New
Militant can use it. —G. A,
* ® %
March 9, 1935
Mr. Mike Gold
¢/0 Daily ;Worker
50 East 13th Street
New York, N. Y.
Dear Mike Gold:

Your series of articles in current
issues of the Daily Worker in re
Trotsky prompts me to write these
lines.

I have been following your stuftf
for several years, both in the Com-
munist press and books. Politically
I've always thought you were a
second grader. Since I read your
articles in the Daily Worker in an-
swer to a “young Philadelphia
worker,” I know you are politically
haywire.

What are you trying to do? -Make
good for the “mistake” you made
in stating that the Communist
Party had little to do with the San
Francisco general strike? Does the
spanking you received from the
Daily Worker editorial board com-
pel you to make good by becoming
the foremost literary assassin of
Trotsky and Trotskyism?

Broken Bone Stuff

You're swell when it comes to
writing about broken bomnes, blood,
heroic breasts and thunder, but
when you enter the field of polemics
you sound like George Bungle ex-
plaining Einstein’s theory of rela-
tivity.

Your recent faux pas in regards
to Scott Nearing only goes to prove
that you are very gullible. There
you bad to eat 46,000 copies of your
column. Perhaps it is not too im-
probable to predict that you will
one day retract a lot of the things
you are saying about the analysis
and program-of the Left Opposition,

What you said about the San
Francisco general strike and the G.
P. is true. The same admission
can be found in the June 1934 issue
of the “Communist,” in an article
by Sam Darcy. You who pretend
to be so courageous, silently accept-
ed the falsity of the Editorial
Board’s statement. To date you
have failed to state whether the

Board is correct or not. The Com-
munist Party did not have one
single member on the water front,
stated Sam Darcy. This is just
prior to the general strike. Not
that it makes any difference, but I
still believe that Lenin was right
when he said : “Less bourgeois soph-
istication, more proletarian hon-
esty.”
Mike’s Union Sq. Miners

When I started out as a kid in the
coal mines of Illinois some Jugo-
slavian Communist presented me
with a copy of “The Damn Agitator
and Other Stories.” The Agitator
story was good, but the “Breaker
Boy” was a pile of junk and rot.
At that time you insinuated that
adult miners were a bunch of mor-
ons who tried to seduce a young
miner by having him spend his first
pay on booze and whores while his
mother wept at home. I've lived
in a coal mine and near one all my
life. I know the cultural backward-
ness of the mining folks. But I've
never seen the morals of coal min-
ers descend so low as the spectacle
I've observed at New Masses balls
and other bohemian revelries. Prob-
ably when it comes to morals and
plain decency coal miners handle
young people with more decency
than your type.

A case in point: I was going
home the other night accompanied
by the president of my local and
his 16 year old son. We stopped
to get a glass of beer. While we
went in the boy refused to enter.
His fatber stated that he should not
enter the saloon. We came out
five minutes later, the father had a
nickel bar of candy for the kid.
This proves that coal miners in
their primitive ways don’t want
their kids to go into saloons any
sooner than they have to.

Learn a Few Things, Gold

Now on this Trotsky business and
“A young Philadelphia worker.”
You write as if he were the only
young man in the United States
who has guts enough to doubt the
correctness of Stalin’s role. In the
Illinois coal country you can go into
gcores of towns and meet young
coal diggers who probably know
more about Stalin’s socialism in one
country, the Chinese experience of
1927, etc., than you do, despite the
fact that you have all the facilities

to research at your disposal.

We have seen the policies of
Stalin and his American counter-
parts work out in the field of strug-
gle. We tried for years through
cdountless methods to get rid of
Lewis and his cohorts. We tried
to build a clean union. Many times
we were on the verge of doing the
job only to be stified by the bu-
reaucracy of the C. P. in New York
and Moscow. Countless numbers of
us who were members of the C. P.
were expeled without trials or the
permission to issue a statement.
We were expelled with the same
dirty work a la Lewis.

Just Not Recognized

Since then we've gone out and
kept up the struggle. We've seen
several of our fellows shot down
like dogs. Six of them, all young
men, are now in prisons of Illinois
serving life. The Daily Worker has
never mentioned one line about
this. Anything that is connected
with Trotskyism is condemned ir-
respective of how great the strug-

gle is.
In the Illinois coal fields, Minne-
apolis, Toledo, ete., the bosses

called us sons of bitches. The Com-
munist Party seconded the motion
all the way through.

You are on the wrong road, Mike
Gold. Your devotion to the cause
is not questioned. But you are do-
ing the work of retarding progres-
sive revolutionary action.

Something Fishy Here

While you’re at it you might as
well feel sorry for about five hun-
dred young Illincis coal diggers
who feel the same or perhaps are
more enlightened than the Phila-
delpia comrade. The tide is going
to turn. The switch of the C. P,
over night, from trade union isola-
tion to “build the A. F. of L.,” and
the policy from “a labor party is
counter-revolutionary,” to “a labor
party will expedite the road to rev-
olution,” is fishy. It proves more
than anything else that the C. P.
membership today is new and inex-
perienced and that tbe remaining
old guard are nothing but a bunch
of goose steppers. This is rightly
proven by the fact that the reper-
cussions within the C. P. over such
a crazy policy has been null and
void. Were it a real Communist
Party built on and living up to the
Leninist tradition there would be
plenty hell within the C. P. over
such a shift,

‘When labor fakers juggle the hell
out of funds and public responsi-
bilities, when the trade union move-
ment refuses to join the C. P. in a
L.P. venture, all you'll have left
is a mess of pottage.

: Yours in disgust,
! GERRY ALLARD.

Leaders Split |

Canton Strike

(Continued from Page 1)
of the strike.

This development came after a
week of militant struggle by the
workers whose heroism was unex-
celled by that of any strike group
since the inception of the NRA.

When the first strike was called
at the Berger Manufacturing Co., a
subsidiary of the Republic Steel,
350 out of 400 workers answered
and formed picket lines which com-
pany thugs and armored trucks
tried to smash, sending 40 workers
to hospitals last Monday. Grimly
determined to win, the strikers re-
formed their lines as soon as the
tear gas cleared away.

Five plants walked out in sympa-
thy strikes during the next two
days of last week as indignation
arose over the continued company
attacks. The workers came out
under the slogan of “Avenge the
Massacres.” So strong was sympa-
thy with the strikers following the
outrages, that city police arrested
four thugs one morning and fired at
a company car when the strike
breakers began the fifth assault on
the workers.

Then city authorities proclaimed
a virtual martial law on the strike
scenes and declared they would
hold a vote for the strikers to see
if "they wanted to continue. Mean-
while influence of the rank-an-file
was isolated to two “outlaw” lodges
of the A. A. under Clarence Irwin’s
control and while they boycotted
the vote, other unionists went to the
polls with tacit permission of the
leaders who criticized the strike as
a ‘“‘wildcat” since official A. A. ap-
proval hadn’t been asked or given.

In this manner was labor’s forces
split since today found more than
half the workers going back into
the plants while others who main-
tained a picket line were berded
about by heavily armed police.

Attempts of local union leaders
to set up a general strike committee
‘had been foiled by the bureaucrats
and this marked the beginning of
the split. The division of the “lead-
ership” on boycotting the vote, fur-
ther widened the breach and now
the return of many strikers to work
has apparently broken the back of
the strike.

FRANKFORT, Ky. (FP).— The
seven Harlan miners, framed for
the murder of mine guards in 1931,
are still in prison although Gov.
Ruby Laffoon has paroled several
hundred men in the past few
months on the recommendation of
the department of public welfare.
Among the pardoned men were

some convicted of murder, man-
slaughter and robbery, but Ken-
tucky’s governor seems to think

that striking is the greatest crime.

‘THE FUTURE BELONGS
TO THE YOUTH”

With the above slogan as its
watchword the Spartacus Youth
League has launched a move-
ment which is rapidly spreading
from Coast to Coast. Since the
National Convention of the S.Y.
L. in December, 1934, the mem-
bership of our organization has
more than doubled! New branch-
es are Croppng up everywhere;
others are gaining steadily.

The task before us is indeed
colossal. No less is involved
than the dangers of war and
fascism. How can they be coped
with except by a revolutionary
youth organization which will
vaccinate the youth of the nation
against this virus of capitalism?
This is the goal of Spartacus
whose revolutionary clarity
stands out against the bankrupt-
cy of the other working -class
youth organizations.

Most vital of the needs of the
S.Y.L. in this regard is a news-
paper which appears regularly.
Shortage of funds has prevented
the regular issuance of “Young
Spartacus.” the 8-page monthly
of the S. Y. L. Every month
missed and every issue skipped,
let us remind our friends, is an-
other opportunity lost.

We appeal to the readers of
the New Militant to transform
their certain moral support into|
actual contributions for “Young
Spartacus.”

We are confident that you will
respond to the call of our grow-
ing movement. Friends, don't
delay.

Send all donations to

Business Manager,
Young Spartacus
55 East 11th St., N.Y.C.

(TLLINOIS WAGES SAG IN APRIL

CHICAGO (FP).—Jobs in Ilinois
went up 1.3 percent in number dur-
ing April but total wages went up
only 0.1 percent, making a net loss
in wages, according to the Illinois
department of labor’s monthly re-
port. Women’s wages actually
dropped 1.3 percent.

Wecekly earnings averaged $22.67
for men and women. In manufac-
turing the average was only $21.94
a week, of which men got $24.03
£nd women $14.42.

Illinois has been operating under
both a state and federal NRA but
wages in some industries remain
very low. The average in men's
shirts and furnishings was $13.96
in April. In fruit and vegetable
canning it was $13.45 a week.

In ceal mining employment was
447 percent of normal, compared
with 72.3 percent in April 1934.
Wages were at 17.9 percent of nor-
mal, compared with 17.65 percent
in 1934, figuring total payrolls in
each case.

NPLD Appeal

In Sacramento

(Continued from Page 1)
juror an affidavit impeaching the
verdict which is likely to play a
major role in the appeal.

The N.P.L.D. is now preparing to
hire an attorney for Mini's appeal
and to organize a public protest
against all the convictions. It is
supplying Mini with funds for
commissary purchases and with
literature. Letters from Mini to
members of the N.P.L.D. reveal
that while he 'has received some of
the literature, the New Internation-
al, monthly organ of the Workers
Party, has been denied him. A pro-
test is being made to Warden Holo-
han at San Quentin.

Mini and the other Sacramento
prisoners in San Quentin are as-
signed to the jute mill, the prison’s
toughest job. They are manufac-
turing sacking sold by the prison
to the Associated Farmers, an or-
ganization of bankers and corpor-
ate land-owners behind the Sacra-
mento prosecution. This work has
been assigned because of the polit-
ical nature of the ‘“offense.,” The
N.P.L.D. urges all workers to write
to Mini, addressing him at San
Quentin, California, by name and
number: Norman Mini, Box 57606.

The letter was sent to the LL.D.
on May 8 by the N.P.L.D., over the
signature of Herbert Solow who
represented the N.P.L.D. in Cali-
fornia throughout the four-months
Sacramento trial.

A second letter was sent May 15,
but the I1.L.ID. has ignored both.
According to a statement issued
yesterday by Felix Morrow, tem-
porary secretary of the N.P.L.D,
that organization will continue to
press for united action and will do
all in its power to avoid the dan-
gers which disunity creates.

“1f the I.L.D. adopts a split
policy,” Morrow’s statement de-
clares, “it will be responsible for
weakening the whole fight. The re-
sponse of the S.P. and the support
of the W. P, the attitude of many
unions, make i* plain that a real
movement can be rallied in support
of the prisoners.

“On the legal side, the best way
to get all the prisoners an able
legal staff at the least expense, is
through joint legal work. Our West
Coast correspondent reports a ru-
mor that Leo Gallagher will handle
the appeal for the I.LL.D. We have
not yet selected an attorney. By
arrangement with trial Attorney
Goldman, Gallagher entered notice
of appeal for  all the convicted
workers. Whether or not there is
a unified front in court, depends
entirely on the attitude of the I.
L.D. If it is serious in its profes-
sions, it will attend Monday’s con-
ference and work for unity.”
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Progressives
To MeetinN.Y.
Needle Trades

NEW YORK.—A conference of
progressive groups in the needle
trades is called on June 8 for the-
purpose of organizing a progressive
center. Such a conference that
could lay down the main lines to
be followed by the various progres-
sive groups, and a center that
would coordinate the work of the
progressives, are long past due.

Situation in the Industry

What we have now in the needle
trades is an offensive of the bosses.
This offensive has been developing
gradually. The appetites of the
bosses have been whetted by the
almost unbroken chain of defeats
suffered by labor throughout the
country as a result of the cowardly
and treacherous conduct of the A.
F. of L. bureaucracy. With the re-
vocation of the NRA the bosses
have gained enormous self-confi-
dence. The best illustration is the
attitude of the cloak bosses. They
demand a revision of the agreement
negotiated in 1933 in face of the
rising cost of living and unabated
unemployment.

They challenge the workers open-
ly and, shaking a finger, they say:
“This is not 1933, my boy.”

Situation in the Unfons

The big gains in 1933 ‘not only
transformed the unions and made
them what they are today but also
rehabilitated the old leadership
which had been discredited by its
expulsion and splitting policies.
Their glory is now waning. In
face of the stubborn opposition of
the hosses they will not be able to
hide their impotence.

Confronted with the offensive of
the bosses what do these worthies
do? They go back on their mem-
ories. “In 1933 we used to call
NRA meetings. Everything was
rosy then. So let us call an NRA
meeting in 1935. Maybe the good
old days will come back!” They
call a meeting for a bigger and
better NRA. They enact a cheap
show. They threaten, plead; they
fool themselves and fool the work-
ers. Dubinsky, the president of the
Ladies Garment Workers Union,
who is introduced as a man with
Napoleonic traits, said “we won
collective bargaining through a
strike. Must the workers continue
to strike or should the community
take the responsibility? We say
the community should take the re-
sponsibility,” etc.

Rix days later the news comes
that the NRA is dead. The situa-
tion in the. industry making the
failure of class-collaboration poli-
cies more obvious from day to day,
calls for a new leadership.

Progressive Leadership

The progressive group can be this
leadership if they develop an un-
compromising struggle against the
bureaucracy.

The Stalinist “left wing” groups
are discredited and isolated.

The progressives should steer
in a clear independent course. They
must organize and develop the
struggle against the class-collabor-
ationist leadership. The consolida-
tion of the progressive movement is
on the order of the day. —B.F.

A Holy Father

His tongue is starched with silver,
his hands adorned with gold;
an iron cross leaps on his navel,
‘his Holiness is bought and sold.

The air—a spiritual accessory
pavigates his elocution;
the Catholic gentlemen—including
the Ministry
invest in Retribution.

The radio—it’s humble soul
licks at his chatter and chaffs;
while used to promulgate a stern-
er role
it’s virtues include some laughs.

The Corporations bewitch with Ad’s
the working folk and unemployed ;
gaining with prizes the fervent

lads
who shoots the guns and save
their’ joys.

The men of god—go their way
filling the skmers with a little
more sin,
shrewdly appraising for a turbu-
lent day
when martial needs begin.

They preach from pulpits to the

fiock

assembling death—when war be-
gins;

protesting verily, ‘indeed it's a
shock’

‘the earth’s not freed from sins.

‘Holier than thou’ is the Corpora-

tion—

paying his Holiness — the divi-
dends ;

sanctimonious prelates of all per-
suasion.

who kill with the Christ their
chest suspends.

Christ is love and their souls are
money,
their heavens blend with usury;
brethren of the word that is
filled honey
the workingman is his enemy.

His tongue is starched with silver,
his hands adorned with gold;
an iron cross leans on his navel,
his Holiness is bought and sold.

—ANON.




