Increase Wages
To Meet Prices

_ An Editorial
If you bought clothes for yourself lately, did, you notice how
much more they cost than a year ago? Your wife, like most
home-keepers, has already discovered that food prices have gone’
" up and keep rising. During the first two weeks in April pork-
. chop prices rose 3 percent; eggs, 4 percent; lard, 7.8 percent;
_bacon; butter, coffee, sugar and other foodstuffs also cost more.
This is only the beginning of the price every wage worker will
bave to pay- for this robber’s war. N

Accordmg to the government mdex, bas1c com-
modity prices have gone up 389% since the war be-
gan, and economists predict much greater rises. Such
price inflation involves a proportionate wage cut for
the worker. Although pay checks may remain nom-

_inally the same, they can buy less goods owing to in-
creased prices. This inflation, which reduces purchas- |
. ing power, is one indirect melhod of capltallst wage
| cutting.
The new tax program Congress is frammg can only result
in boosting commodity prices still higher and ‘in -further dim-
inishing the real income of the workers. There will be new or
_increased levies on cigarettes, liquor, gasoline, matches, and other
articles of ordinary consumption. In one way or another, most
of the other taxes will be incorporated in the prices of commod-
ities and be paid for in the end by the mass of consumers. 7)"%
0/ all taxes consist of just such bidden taxes!

In the past few months, some unions have man-
aged to obtain wage increases. Few, if any, have won

the 38% increase needed to keep wages in step with |

commodity prices. The vast majority have received
little or no increases. Yet the bosses and their press
howl to heaven about the tiny rise in wage rates,
while they say .very little about this 38% rise in
. prices.
‘ The Roosevelt administration talks about pleventmg infla-
tion and “freezing” price levels. How absurd is Leon Hender-
son’s gesture forbidding any lifting of steel prices (Wthh have
been fixed for years by the steel monopohsts 1hemselvés far above
ordinary competitive prices!) No capitalist government can con-
trol the general level of prices. Washington has thus far been un-
able to do so, and its future efforts will -be no more successful.

Even Hitler’s totalitarian regime has been un-
able to avoid inflation. The reason for this lies in the
very nature of capitalist production for profit. No
manufacturer or businessman is willing to subordin-
ate his personal profit to the general good. Under
." boom conditions, the greed of each 1nd1v1dual capi-

-«.talist, and the competition between .
up to higher prlces. Moreover, the Roosevelt regime
is so eager to win the good-will of the industrialists
- that it not only refrains from cracking down on pro-
fiteering but relaxes all restrictions upon them. -

While the Roosevelt government caters to the profiteers on

the one hand, it is anxious to prevent the mass of people from
accumulating too much pur?:‘hasmg power on the other. If wages
are not kept down, if commodity prices remain too low, if taxes
are kept at a minimum, people will be able to buy more goods
for personal consumption. Their demands for consumer’s goods
will conflict with plans for military production.

As the N. Y. Times points out: ‘“Public buying

-of civilian goods would then be competing with gov-

. ernment buying of defense material . . . Many more

people will want to buy automobiles. But the produc-

tion of automobiles uses up steel, aluminum and

other materials vital to public defense . .. That would
mean higher costs for defense.”

In order to keep down the costs of war, the government aims
to take away from the working masses a great part of any in-
creased purchasing power resulting from the war-boom. Taxa-

“tion, freezing of wages, forced saving, etc are so many means
for accomplishing 1hls end. |

= At the outset of the war, Washington’s slogan was ‘“‘Business
as usual.” Nowadays' administration officials sing a different
tune. Not so long ago, the American people, unlike the Germans,
French and En«hsh were promised both guns and butter. Now
lhey are told they must be content with more guns and less but-
r. Very soon; they will be ordered to give up all their butter to
grease bigger batteries of guns. Chpitalism cannot clothe, feed,
arm, equip and transport millions of ﬁghtmg men and also df—
' ford decent food, clothing and shelter, for its citizens.

Why must the workers suffer fnom the helplessness of the
capitalist class to nranage our economy efficiently? Why should
they bear all the burdens of the war? The staridard of living of
the working masses must be maintaimed! 1f; ‘as Roosevelt falsely
clzﬁms, this is not an imperialist war for the sake of capitalist
profit, but a crusade for the defense of popular rights and liber-
ties, then the least this government can do is to take care of the
vital needs of its producers, even if this mvolves taxing the pluto-

~ crats out of existence. ‘ :
 The workers, however, w111 wait unlll dooms-
day if they rely upon Roosevelt to correct this situa-
tion for them. Organized labor has 16 do this job for
- itself. What is the most practical means of coping
with inevitable inflation? Let the trade unions in-
sist that every conlract contain a provision for a re-
adjustment of wages in line with. the rising. price
level. Let wages rise with every rise inthe pmee
level. ‘
To protect unorganized workers, changes shou]d
be mdde in Wage-Hours Laws, providing for mini-
mum rates and specifying that these minimums be

dd]usted in accordance with rlsmg prloes.

- For a Rising Scale of Wages to Equalize lhe Ris-

fmg Level of Prices! This demand should be placed

em,. always add | ¢

'mines upon condition’

®
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28-day Strike of 400,000 Sof't-coolﬂmen
Ends; Workers Terms Accepted

: 'BULLETIN

The Southern soft ¢oal mine
operators. - yielded Tuesday to
the demand .of the striking
United Mine Workers . (ClO)
members that the Southern
mines be reopened. under an
agreemefit to make all wage in-
creases: granted in subsequent
negotiations ‘retroactive to the
time of the start of operations,
‘thus ending the 28-day strike
of 400,000 bituminous miners.
Over 65 per cent of thie miners,
from the Northern Appalachian |
region,
der a contract-providing §1 a

day pay raise and a week’s pald

Vacatlon

R

Southern bituminous mine

the bloc of poll- tax ‘Demiocrats

in Congress, have balked all. ef-
forts to settle the strike of 400,-
000 United Mine Workers
(CIO) members which has tied
up all soft-coal production in
the Appalachian reglons since
April 2,

The Northern operators, who
control over 65 per cent of soft
coal production, had " agreed
after one week of the strike to
grant the union’s demands for
a $l a day general wage in-
crease and paid vacations. Sign-
ing of the Northern contract has
been held up due to the unwil-
lingness of the Northern operators
to reopen their mines so long as
the Southern operators hold out
for  a - wage differential™ which
would give them -a material ad-
vantage in competition with the
Northern operators. '

SPURN RETROACTIVE
PAY AGREEMENT
After demanding the interces-

sion of the National Mediation {:

Board, ' the Southern. operators
Board’s proposal to reopen the
that all
wagée increases granted in subse-
quent negotiations be made retro-
active to the time of reopening.
Both the union and the, Northern
operators have agreed to such an
arrangement, originally proposed
by Roosevelt on April 21.

Meanwhile, Southern De;liocx'ats
in Congress. have been yelping
about the strike holding up ‘“na-
tional defense” and are making

‘a cohcerted effort to club the min-

ers back to work under a mno-con-
tract arrangement which ~would
leave the workers powerless to
force the Southern operators. mto
line. :
The Northern operators, whose
refusal to meet the miner's rea-
sonable’ demands prior to the
walk-out helped precipitate the
strike, and -who turned down the
miners’ original proposal to con:
tinue operations. under a retro-
active pay agreement, are show-
ing little concern for ‘national

will return to work un- {*7

last Sunday - turned- down the|

Jocracy” having been won, these

JAMES P. CANNON
Natioual Secretary SWP
. Speaks This Week

CHICAGO —- DETROIT
BUFFALO
See Page 3 for Full Details.

: at the top of « every trade union agenda oday.

| of Europe.

defense” as they hold up
the UMW contract, using as.
excuse, the actions: ot‘ the So
ern opera,tors.

ROOSEVELT NOT FIRM
Asude fxom hig latest prop
which - “the = Southern op
have flatly rejected, Roosev
not,; made dny decisive md‘
force ‘the - Southern ow
terms The admlnistl auon

cognition of the- fact that

Southern mine owners are large-
ly to blame' for the continued
shut-down of soft-coal production.
This is in sharp contrast with
the attitude of the administration

toward the strikers 1n the Alli

‘tion was far less serious than

the coal strike. Steel produc :
the heart of the war industries,
is already beginning to show the:
effects of coal shortage. =

MAIN DANGER

There is increasing danger that
the miners may be cauglit in a
scissors between the refusal -of
the Southern operators to accept
their wage demands:and: the re-
fusal of the Northern operators
to sign a contract under competi-
tive disadvantages.

‘While Roosevelt at the time .of
this writing ‘has given no hint
of what his next move may. be,
the position which the miners
must take is clear. Under no cir-
cumstances should they back:

; Members of the New York City local of -the Transport Workers Umon (CIO) launch their
':’campalgn ‘to . retain the closed-shop contract for 27,000 workers on the city- owned subway sys-

tems by puttmg out mxlhons of umon Ieaflets to subway goers to Wm then' support. -

[

Str
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ostpon\ed
Fa or Gov’t Medratton

Reuther-Thomas UAW Leadership Retreats Under Company

And Government Pressure Desplte 85% Strlke Vote

DETROIT, Michiga_n, April 27—The immediate 'pbssibility

down from their original demands.

of a strike in the 78 General Motors plants organized by the
UAW-CIO was sidetracked Sdturday, Aprll 26, when the union.
and the company agreed to continued operation of the plants
until hearings by the Natienal Mediation Board Friday May 2.’

The company has already indicated in its statements that
it is ready to grant small wage increases, but has taken a very

——

Twenty-two years ago in these
very weéks the “diplomats and-
politicians of the victorious Allied:
Rowers were in full conference
at Versailles. The “war for dem-

1epresentatlves of imperialism
were carving up the continent in’
accordance with strategic neces«:
sities and secret treaties. Qut .of
Versailles' came the monstrous:
patchwork of divided nations and

peoples. Out of Versailles flowed |

the grinding conflicts which led
—in so' short a time—to a fresh
revision of the contment by f01ce
of arms.”

Versailles . slashed Europe into
pieces. Hitler has taken those

pieces, crushed them into bloody |

pulps and brought them one by
one ‘into the new German imper-
ialist empire. He stands now at
the jumping-off places for the
Middle East—for Britain’s" rich
holdings in the Mosul oilfields,
for Palestine, and for Suez.

But the difference between the
system of Versailles and the sys-
tem of Hitlerism is of degree
rather than of kind. Both repre-'
sent forms of imperialist domin-
ation. Neither offers any road to
a hopeful future for the peoples

_ Hitler is not stamping out na-
tional “freedom” for the small
‘nations of Europe ....because:

ON THE WAR FRONTS

by GEOBGE STERN

such freedom has never ex1sted .l

He "has simply substltuted hls

‘own form of enslavement for that

imposed by Versailles on the Aus-
trians, the Slovaks, .the Croats,
the Hungarians, the Rumanians,
the many ‘races cut into sections
and ruled by hostile peoples in

the crazy patchwork of Versailles|
*Europe. .

TOWARD A SOVIET UNITED
STATES OF EUROPE

_ The. “unification” in  Hitler’s
chains is the precursor to new
divisiens, new upheavals, new

confliéts. Through this immense

ordeal by blood, .the thrice-op-

pressed peoples of Europe will

have to find thelr slow, costly
way -toward a true unification
based upon ‘the socialist recon-
struction vof - society .

rope.

."Let no one now talk to us of
reah\m which involves surrén-
der, (apxtulatxon, acceptance of
this bloody capitalist order

of the fight for . the future of
mankind consists in holdmg fast
and firm to the' struggle against
capltahsm and all its works.
That’s the voad to the Socialist
United - States of Burope—thé
Socialist * United States of the

World. It’s the only kmd of real- |
ism' that will sunder the military

machmes of 8 mto

.toward a’
lreal; a Soviet United States of Eu-

of 1
things. Our realism, the realism |

otough position on all other

main demands of "the union.
Wage increases will be retro-
active to April 28.

85% VOTE FOR STRIKE

The UAW-CIO local unions,
from coast'to. coast -in GM,
have taken strike votes and-vot-
ed overwhelmingly : for - strike
authorization if it becomes ne-
cessary to -back up -their de-
mands with action. The turnout
of voles was exceptionally
large, and the majority vote for
strike was. probably about 85%

{ nationally. It is significant that

i Flint the largest strike vote
of all” tlmes was tumed out last
week. .

Negotiations between the cor-
poration and- the UAW-CIO had
been conducted for 7 weeks, with-
out results, when the dispute was
turned over to the National Med-
iation Board, on.the very verge
of strike action which was set for
Monday, April 28,

take a very militant stand,
least in -‘its

Retther and Thomas madé several
speeches ' and - public: statements:

proving the absolute 1ogic, justice
and mnecessity of the -union’s. de-
mands.

International - was.-prepar ed ‘for
action.

;REASONS FOR /
REUTHER’S‘ MILITANCY

The militancy of the Reuther-
Thomas Ieadershlp, in its speeehes
and “in some of 1ts actmns was
thef» result of g comb i

1 by the -

Strike votes were” called
for, .and it looked as though the)

{ the Auto Worker,

causes. Reuther, GM Director of
the UAW, has been under consi-
derable pressure from: the Generaj
Motors locals, most -of whom have:
been clamoring for months. fot:
improved wages, conditions and
bargaining procedure. The jnsis '
tent demands of the rank and file!
for action resulted in the Generai‘
Motors Conference held in Detroit:
on February 8, 9, and’ 10.

Since that time, the local umom1
in Flint, Detroit Saginaw, Lot

| Angeles,  Lansing and - elsewhers,

ever more 1mpat1ent with the
stallihg taeti,c'«s of the: corporation,
bave demanded - that - action "be
taken to ‘Secure -the “demands
which their delegates had drawn
up at the conference. :

+ This pressure, plus kthe\ ab
solutely adamant attitude of the
company, forced Reuther
for a strike vote. He first called
for “authorization to call a strike
vote”—an .absolutely unnecessary
action’ constitutionally—and then

._ploceeded to -give orders for th(

strike ‘vote proper.: He was met
with dn-"overwhelming vote for
strike, | ‘

FACTIONAL RIVALRY
ON UAW BOARD

Secondly, there was consider
able- pressure. upon Reuther to

: | take action in GM to achieve some

As negotiations came to a head !
the International ercutn{e Board!
| was forced by -circumstances {o
dtf
public  statements. |

gains, because of the intense rivals

Ty between the two factions’ 011'
the- Intornatmndl E\ecume Board..

' Reuther and 'I‘l omas 011 the one
side, replesentuw tht is 1ouf'h

Iy termed: the “Hillman’ factmn«

on the boald .was daily tdunted

caucus for its failure- to ‘make
gaing in GM, the domain of Reu-
ther. -

Addes w1ote weekly alhcles in

great needs for improved contraet

' prowsxons thh GM. This was ]ns

way ‘of. putting Reuther on |
spot, and brepared the 'grou
Work for a. stluggle avalnst th

1us. «

»f that,

to call’

| dary line of this

“ F 5]
Addes_ 1finkensteen_CP\ J'out with his sea patrol anneunc

pointing out the

Sea I_.’_e_trolt
Prelude To

| Full convoys

FDR Weighing Finol
Move Into Sphere
Of Hostilities

- When ' President Roosevelt
last week announced the ne
sea patrol” he pulled out
the next to the last prop. still
holding up that frail structure
of U.S. policy “short of war
The new patrol will send U.S
warships 1,000 miles out into
either ocean to warn “‘peaceful
shipping” (i.e. the British) of

.the presence of enemy craft.

From this to the remaining
steps of actual convoy and in-
evitable clashes with Nazi: U=

| Boats and raiders, the dlstan e
f{ is now reduced almost to. the van

lshmg point.
. For it was, quite clear that the

tsea patrol idea was advan

the President as a final, careful
stage in his preparation for drop-
| ping the present status of th
U. 8. as’ a non-belligerent ally of
Britain and substituting for it th
full status of an actlve belllgeren,,
in‘the war.

What does Rcosevelt thlnk ‘a
Nazi sea raider or a far- rangm
bomber .is going t6 do when i

1is sighted by patrolling . U.:

craft? How long will it be before

: actlon is taken: to prevent these‘

patrols, from reporting ' back -

the British? ‘

.But it may not even come to.
During the past week the
full weight of the Administra-
tion has been thrown into a cam-
paign designed to win the massas‘
of the American people over: to.
aceeptance -of the :convoy idea.
And last week also, for the first

| time, responsible spokesmen ad

mitted in effect that convoys &
U. S. warships might take ud
full blast into open hostilities.

In an obviously deliberate at-
tempt to test. public reaction,
Roosevelt had his Navy Secr:
tary, Frank Knox, get up 1
week and say these W'arn‘ih
words:

“Having gone thus far, we. ca
only go on. Hitler cannot allow
our war supplies and . food ¢
reach Bngland. He will be defeat-
ed if they do. We cannot allow
our goods to be sunk in ‘the At
lantic. We shall be beaten if they
do We must make good. our prom-
ise to aid Britain”

Then '%ecxeta,ry of State Hull
in another speech, rolled out
some more of' the pxopaganda ar-
tillery. In carefully chosen words
he declared that the U. S. woul‘
have to go into the war -well ‘be
fore. the enemy gets aeross th
hemisphere boundaries. He sa

“Soine ‘among ‘us, doubtl
with best intentions, still conte d
that 0(11' country need not resis
until the armed forces of an in-
vader shall have crossed the boun-
henfisphere: i
This is an utterly short-sighte:
and dangerous- point of view.:

The next day Roosevelt came

ment, which can be descéribed a:
a “policy short of convoys.” A
convoys, it ‘is tacitly understood

c]eal cvxdenco U'Idt convoys wer
being considered. The. sea, pdtro
wds. the step decided upon i
stead at” this, . partlcular
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Write to us—tell ws what's going on in your part of the
labor movement—what dre the workers thmémg about f—tell
ss what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—
end the Stalinists—send us that story the ca{ntalm press didw't

. print and that story they buried or distorted—ottr pages are open
to you. Letters must carry name and address but indicate if you
do not want your name printed,

. N‘egro Soldiers .Offer,

ceight white men had been killed.
| Without confirming this_informa

‘ Arm\ed Resistance To
‘Nat'l Guard Attack

EDITOR
.1 have a plece of mtel,estmg
‘ news from Fort Jackson. On
+ Apnl 20 we were bowling at Twin
. Lakes which is now part of the
o milita,ry regervation. One of the
alley boys asked us whether we
" had seen the M. P.’s (Military Po-
. lice) hurrying by, armed with riot
. guns. The boy stated that there

. was.a riot at the fort, but knew

no more about it.

The next morning we heard all

gorts of rumors about clashes be-
tween colored and white troops.
This was confirmed when the
; newspapers had to giye the inci-
_ ‘dent publicity in the form of a
' statement from the commanding
“officer. I am enclosing a news
item and editorial from the Col-
umbia Record of April 22.

. This is the straight story as 1|

.~ «~was able to gather it from reliable |
‘ eral staff something to think a-|
[ bout. There will probably be an

7 eye-witness sources.
A few Negro soldiers “were

- swimming in a pond on the re-

servetion which is devoted to
" their exclusive use (one form of
~ segregation practiced in the army
of “democracy.”) Some white CCC
boys, who were in camp near the

fort, began to use this pond and|

. 'seized and ducked one of the Ne-

gro soldiers and almost drowned,
him A fight immediately ensued. |

" -The other Negro soldiers, being
 greatly outnumbered, sent for aid
- -and truck-loads of colored soldiers
“shortly arrived en the scene. The
 fracas became very hot, but was

g finally broken up through inter-|

4 ventlon of a commanding officer.

‘When the officer’s back’ ‘was

“turned, the white CCC boys hurl-
"-ed ‘rocks at the Negro soldiers
“and the fight began all over again.

' NATIONAL GUARD °
- GOES INTO ACTION

A regiment of white Georgia
- National Guardsmen had hearg of

#

the fight and had been told that

tion, they all grabbed their arms

and marched to the g‘laee where |
' the Negroes were stationed and

immediately took up hettle foi ma-

- tion,
The National Guardsmen had |
' two macliine guns and epened fire

with these and their rifles. Al
tholigh they ™ wetre  undei-armed
the undaunted Negro soldiers de
fended their lives, set up barricad
es and returned the fire. “The Na-

tional Guard colonel. tried to. in

tervene and stop the fight, but was |
shoiited down. I have it from ab |
golutely . reliable authority “that |

the Guamdsmen were led by some ;

of their officers.

Upon the threat that the entire
30th Division would march on|
them, both sides ceased firing
Fortunately, no one was seriously |

hurt,

The significant part of thid in
cident is the courageous spirit o
the Negro soldiers. That they
fought back in the deep South is
astounding. It will give the gen-

“investigation” of the matter and
the National Guard will be ex-
onerated. iy :
A SOLDIER
. * R

The Newspaper- -clippings
sent with this letter, although
very cautiously - worded, con-
firm the accuracy of the inci-
dent related.

Once again the fighting cap-
acity of the Negroes is con-
firmed and their growing re-
fusal to be Jim Crowed and
kicked around by ignorant
‘and’’ reactionaty boss-inspired -

%

1 vhltes.

The MILITANT halls the
spirit of .resistance of these
Negro soldiers from Fort Jack-
son., This spirit, and this spirit.
alone, will put an end to the

* vile system of . discrimination
in the North 'as well’ as in the
South.—Ed.

'VINSON ANTI-LABOR MEASURE
‘BLOCKED BY UNION PRESSURE

The combined opposition of or-
anized labor, including the €IO
'AFL and Ratlroad Brotherhoods,
Jast week slowed up the Congres:

-sional drive to rush through thel
anti-strike, open shop Vinson Bill.}
Efforts of a powerful bloec of

Southern Democratic and reac-
‘tionary N01t Lern congressmen te
~speed the bill to quick passage
-were blocked when demands of ox-
anized labor, with CIO President
Philip Murray taking the lead
- forced the House Rules Commit.

tee to postpone action on the bill |

p.end,-ing an open hearing.

Plans of the bill’s sponsors had
been ~to jam the bill hastily
through the Rules.Committee and
on to the floor of Congress by last
Friday. They had predicted it
WOuld be passed within two days
of its, admission to the floor of the;
House.

The bill had been hastﬂy ap-

: proved by the House Naval Affairs|
 Committee after a farcical two-{

- day “hearing” and sent to the

y Ruies Committee. Vinson, Geor-
gxa polltaxer who is chairman of
 the -Naval Affairs Commlttee au-
‘thored the bill. -

~ VINSON VIOLATES .
HOUSE PROCEDURE

" Under questioning ‘before the

Rules Committee last Wednesday,
Vinson made the reluctant confes:
sion that his group had deliberate-
violated established House pro-
ure in ‘“trespassing” on the
isdiction of the Labor and Jud-
iciary Comimittees by routing his
ill-around these committees and
ito the Naval Affairs Committee
‘Where Vmsou felt he would get

~ more “cooperatlon
The Administration squeezed
_ tHe last drop of possible “useful-
ness” out of the threat of this bill
to organized labor when it per-
mitted “informed quarters”
: make public the opinion that ac-
tlon on the bill dependeéd upon the
; outcome of the soft coal gtrike.

lgains of labor.

Capitalist Develepment,”
4in 1923, but equally pertinent to:

to i

This threat it was undoubtedly

felt, might move  the miners to

accept a hasty and unfavorable
strike settlement.

May Issue Of

‘Fourth Int'F
Off The Press

The May issue of the FOURTH

INTERNATIONAL %hagazine is

now off the press, available for
May Day distribution to its read
ers throughout the country.

May Day, 1941, is appraised as
a mllestone for the Amer),can la-
bor movement in two outstanding
jarticles  analyzing the’ recent
“Labor on the
March: 1941” by the editors draws
the lessons of the recent strikes.
“The Mobilization of Americap
Labor: 1939-1940,” by William F
Warde analyzes the eleven-yea
growth of the American Ilabor
movement from a stage of stifling
craft-unionism te. its present sta-

ttus as the stromgest labor move-

ment in the world.

Likewise featured in the Max
issue of the FOURTH INTERNA
TIONAL is “How It Happened,
the tragic story of Stalin’s GPU
murder of Leon Trotsky, as seer
through the eyes of Trotsky’s
wife, Natalia Sedov. -

Leon Trotsky is represented bx
one of his most illuminating
theoretical pieces: “The Curve of
writtep

day. The stenogram of a iscus-

sion with Trotsky on the problem |

of building a revolutionary
is also published.

Other articles in this month’
1ssue are:
volution,”

party

by Jack Weber; a

thesis by the Executive Commit-| .

“The Pe t Re | we e e
s i “Fourth International” |
| \ T,IWW ~and later a Soc1@hst J

Picket Lme Holds
‘Against Hoses

And Clubs -

TRENTON, N: J., April 27.—A

fighting
of workers has defeated. the at-

picket line of thousands

tempts of the bosses and local po-
lice to smash by violence the strike
of 6,000
Warkers Olg‘anizing Committee
(CIO) emploved at the plants of
the Roebling Stee} and Wire Com
pany here and in Roebhng, New
Jersey

Wi-th the aid -of- bu‘nlh‘ed;_s' of
| union brothers from Trenton, the
| Roebling workers last Tuesday
rallied their ranks, after company
police 'had smashed a thin picket

members of the Steel

fire hioses on the pickets, and forc-
ed the sheriff of Burlington Coun-
| ty to disarm. his deputies and take
 them out of town.

| PLANTS SHUT DOWN,
| STRIKE IS SOLID

' pletely, a back-to-work movement
‘organized by the Company
| Roebling has been broken, and the
\strike is more solid than at any

| 25.

Union leaders went to Washing:

with the National
Board representatives.

. The attempt to smash the strike
 in Roebling by vielence came after
the company succeeded in running
scabs into the plant. The com-
pany teok advantage of a small
picket line to make this attempt.

Thinking the strike broken, the
 company police made their un-
- provoked assault on the handful|

| of pickets Tuesday morning. The
L, SWOC leadership was hesitant at |

| first and failed to rally the strik
ers.

WORKERS JOIN IN
DEFENSE E‘FFORT

A Roebling striker called the
Trenton strlkers by phone Just

in a mass’ meetmg The mescsage
of the attack electrified the pack:
‘ed meeting. The Trenton workers

{ had been demanding action, and

this was the chance. They imme

| diately adjourned their meeting,
1 jumped into their cars, and rush’

ed to Roebling, ten miles away,

The presence of the hundreds of |
Trenton workers turned the tide.
Thousands of the local workers
rallied to the picket lines. A hup: |
dred- or more police and deputies
tried to smash the lines with high-
pressure hoses, eclubs, etc. The
‘| hoses were slashed. The strikers
drove the cops back after a half-
hour pitched battle. '

To save the forces of “law and
order,” the sheriff ordered a re-
treat, then removed the clubs,
guns and other arms from his
men, and finally, thhdrew them
out of town,

COMPANY DEMANDS
STATE TROOPERS

The company pleaded for state
troopers and complained because
the “Home Defense” guards were
not yet commissioned. The SWOC
issued a statement that if state
troopers were sent in, the union
‘would get the aid of 5,000 Penn-
sylvania coal miners. Governer
Edison decided not to send troop-
ers.

Roebling is ‘a company town.
The compdany had tried to stop
‘umon olgamzatlon, among other
methods, by threatening the work
ers’ with eviction from the com
pany houses. The town jail is in
the corporation’s gate house.

The strike began in Trenton
after the company tried to mgil;c
the workers in Department = 7¢
operate six machines instead of
four, and issued &dn  ultimatum
that the workers would have te
accept the speed-up “—or else.”
That “—Or Else” became the strik
ers’ chief slogan, which they are
flaunting on their picket signs.

tee of the Fourth International on
'the workers’ tasks in -China’s
'struggle for independence; an
editorial on the Soviet-Japanese
| pact; and an article by Vladimir
Ivlev, on the economic ecrigis in
the Soviet Union.

Subscribe to the

line by turning four high pressure |

" Both plants are shut down com-|

in}

ton after Tuesday’s battle to meet|
Mediation |

by, ; Sidney - Hillniaﬁ;" %
‘when the Tlenton wmkers Were,

*f Polzce Assault

conventlon of the Textlle Workers Umon (CIO) held last week in

$ were informed that the union. now represents some 260 000 work-

time smce its beginning on’ April '

Textile Union
Convention
A War Rally

tion of the Pextile Workers 3
in’ New York' City, "had-more: ‘thie

rally .than g labor convention
Reflecting the policies pur
the ‘uni
retiring president;.the time: ¢
com(entxon was devoted in .g
| part. to arousing the’ war piv

‘tion, and playing down labor mi
| taxicy “in faver,

ployers. *

charactel istic Hlllman

 Invited speakers included boss pol
‘who spokeé in place of Mayor La-

ing to bust the Transport Wor
lers Union. :
-‘Delegates had ne oppormn t,y to

came to the floor. ‘The Executive
Council members- had'-the oppot-
tunity -to push . through all reso-
lutions, even of the. most Teactlon-

issue.

Chief reactionary_

will be used chiefly -against tnien

officials.

' RIEVE FOR SLOW:DOWN *
ON STRIKES '

Emile Rieve, the new mﬁo:n
head, in his couvention speech,
gave support to. dependernce upon |
mediation and other employer-|
government devices for stalling
militant labor agtiens. While urg
ing labor to oppese all anti-laber

The Se‘condv ‘Bienndal, Cons
of America (CIO), held last week ||

earmarks of a . pro- War, patrwtlc.

boosting the Roosevelt administra- |

of ‘collaborati n
w\,th the govevnment and the em*

The conventlon was orgamzed In i
fashlon g
A1l commlttees Were picked in.ad-|
vance by the Executive. Council.'}

iticians, such a$ the President of |}
the Councilrof Greater New York, |

Guardxa, who ‘was too busy to ‘ap-
pear because of activities work

read the - resolutions before they |

-ary kind, because they had speevhu'
| es all prepared and: the delegates'
had no ch'fmce to, prepare adeguate |
statements on .any controverslal”

re,soluti;on \‘
passed was one barring from union |~
 posts -all Nazis, Comrmrmnisis and|
"other subversive elements.” This | ;

militants who attempé to < mese iR
the .policies of the - lIxImmn 1ed‘

| Tear Gas For “Defense”

Not all the national inéome is .-

- being spent upon shells destin-
" ed for, what Churchill calls,
" “the malignant hun.” A good
' share ‘of it geoés into- what is
known as “defense of the home
flont” (i ‘8., suppression pf the
workers). : :
~Thig week we read a press
| release from the Duncan Chem-
1ca1 Company announcmg en-

‘tear-gas machine gt
| {-advantages. of the new gt are
‘V.obvious. “The ‘gun’ discharges.
Dunéanite, a’ higlily effective,
invisible tear gas which is cap-
‘able of instantly overpowering
! a- man: &t distances -up to 50
feet,” ‘the release reads. Ah, an
invisible gas! The picket .cap-
tain can be knocked out without
anyone knowing who pressed
the trigger. Buck Rogers
couldn’t do better than that.
The release contmues, “One
dlscharge incapacitates a. man
for 30 minutes.” Here’s pro-
gress. ‘No niore ten or 15 min-
“ute knockouts. “The gun is
“only 10 imches long,” the des-

’

iemtly into the pocket,

. beautifully
. steel and operates by a simple

Sidng the " thugs aren’t always

“and fits conven-’
auto
“or  desk
It is censtracted of
finished, forged

cription read,

glove compartment
drawer.

turn  of its - stainless steel
nozzle. In the hands of the in-
experienced the Duncan gun is
safe but effective.” There is a
selling point. Goon squads are
sometxmes hastlly organJ;Zed"

familiar with the cumbersome
and complicated tear gas guns
now’ in uge. But here is a gun
that .is effective “in the hands
of the inexperienced.” We can
see a , smile of satisfaction |
spréad over the face of Henry ?
Ford. : ‘

Oh yes, we almost  forgot.
This d‘escnipti\(ze leaflet was en-
titled “Tear Gas for Defense.” -
And: though there is no talk
here of the ‘“malignant huns,”
this is part of the American de- 3
fense effort. The bosses know |
what they are defending . . .|
and against whom. L

aszgas

| legislation,  suchy as the Vimson
bill, -he put great stress upon the
use of “restraint” by.labor.

" He. declared that labor should
 avoid all “needless” strikes, with-
out,' indicating what strikes- of la-
bor had beeh “needlesg,’” and then
 took a page from the employers’
who

sive . erernerrts"-

‘y mentxon of Sidney Hnl
1s_kown umon eolleague, who

acts againgt labor as .a _Inember
of the OPM,

Rieve lauded time and again the

intive posts on  government
age cies, despxte the facttbat all
recent events have proved that
union Ieaders in such posts are

Cannon Sp‘eaks 'A t

‘Chicago‘g Detroit

And Buffalo Meetmgs This Week

James P.. Cannon, Natl,cmal
Secretary of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, ‘will speak at open
meetings this week in Chicago,
Detroit and Buffalo. Comrade
Cannon is .on the return <trip
from g cross-country tour’ to the
West Coasgt. Full details of the
meetmgs for this week are gwen
on page 3.

James P. Cannon has been a
leader in the struggle for work-
ers’ mghts for 85 years.

As 'a former member of the |

1

Cann‘on was oné of the founders
of the new Communist Move-
ment . in this country. - While
charman of the International La-

_ternational fight for the freedom
of Saceo-Vanzetti. '

In 1928, convinced that Stalin’s
policies were Ieadingz to 4 betray-

‘Cannon Jomed with Trotsky to

i fgund the Trotskyist movement.

40 carry on the struggle for the
principles of Soelalism and - the
em n of the proletariat.

guide-book - by pointing to ‘“sub-

cover up to Hillm,a,n 8§ J’udas :

pohc of union- leaders accepting

| bor- Defense he led the great in- |

gl of the world working-class, |

nothmg but captlves of employer-

dommated government boards,
He tried to justify his stand on

this question by asserting falsely

that the government is leaning!

more and more toward labor for
help and advice. :

It would be imcorrect, however,
to judge the rank and file of Tex-

| tile workers by the words and
actions of the leadership at this
is | convention. The fact that the con-

vention report’ revealed that the
union  has. grown to over 260,000
members - indicates - the “militant
character of the textile workers.

'Harlem Branch
 Plans Opening

The Harlem branch of the
- Socialist Workers Party will
. open its headquarters in the |
- center of Harlem at 7% West
125th Street, Saturday night,
May 10, with a bang-up house- |
warming.

During the past week's the
headquarters have been reno-
vated and decorated in prepar-
ation for the opening.

Dancing, refreshments, and
a raffle will feature the even-
. ing’s . entertainment. First
prize in the raffle is a $5 bill.
Sécond and third prizes are
combined. subscriptions to |
THE MILITANT and the
FOURTH IN'PERNATIONAL

All friends of ‘the SWP in
Harlem are invited to join in |
makmg thns housewarmmg
one that will long be remem- |
bered :

| week. The plan is to distribute

; The right of labor to bargain col-

‘Subway Workers Open Drive
To Gain N. Y Public Support

TWU msrribufes Mlngn Leaﬂets,
Explams Stand to Subway Riders |

under the union- bustmo threats

-a direct appeal for support to the
millions of worker-subway users.

The first million of union leaf-
lets, explaining the uniow’s side }
in the subway cohtreversy, was
delivered to subway goers this

many millions of these and othér
union leaflets in the next two
months. *

In defeiise of its demands for

the continuation of the present
union conditi‘ohs ‘on the subways,
the TWU - declared in 1ts state-
ment;
, “Thmugh the upion we achiev-
ed freedom. Freedom from an in-
human seven-day work week,
from the twelve-hour day, frem
the yellow dog company union
contract

“Through the umon we won a
six-day week . (although most
people today work enly 5 days).
We won wage improvements: We
won vacations with pay, a wnion
medical plan and other benefits.

“What we won were the things
that werking people strive for
everywhere. We had to strive
hard togra_ise our standard of liv-
ing.” -

CITY VIOLATES
CONTRACTS
The statement then shows what
La Guardia and  the Board of
| Transportation: have been doing
in the past year to destroy uhion
conditions on the subways.

| $340,000,000  for the bankrupt
private corporations which oper-
ated . the subways. and: elevated |
rax]ways At that time we were
promised that we would get many
- things under civil service.

“What did ge get?

“Mgny transit ~workers had
their pay cut. The seven-day
work week is. being brought back.

off. Our senjiority rights have
been violated. Promotions guar-
anteed to us in comtracts have
been denied. Five to nine per cent |
is being deducted from our pay |
for pensions we had nothing to
say abont

ly violating labor agreements. |

lectively is being denied.

“On the other hand, hlghly"paid
members of the Board of Trans-
portation had their fat salaries

“Ten months ago the city paid |

Hundreds of men have been laid | pa

-“In short, the city is ruthless- g

Thécammien of the Tr-ansport Workers Unien (ClO) to
retain its closed shop contracts on the city-owned New York sub-
ways began in earnest this past week. Refusing to back down

of Mayor La (;uardm who “is

trying to smash the organization of 27,000 subway workers at
the terfnination of the contracts this June 30, the union is making

The union  statement then .
points out how the"workers have
sought. te. get. their. rights
thlough peaceful negotintions.

“Patiently we petitioned the
‘Board of Transportation for re-
dress of out grievances. Presi
/dent Philip A. Murray; of the
€10, appealed to the Mayor for
redress of our grievances. But to
no avail.” ,

After showing how. the union
has been denied even negotiations
‘with the city, the statement ap-
peals -to the New York millions
to begin a eampaign of letters to
. La GQuardia demanding that he
meet with the union committee to
| negotiate a union contract.

APPEAL TO WORKERS.

In addition to direet literature
distribution, the wunion has an-
nounced two radio broadeasts .
| weekly, Monday and Tuesday
-evenings, over one of the smaller
local stations, to acquaint. the -
workers with the truth about the
subway situation. ‘

During the next few <weeks
twelve street corner rallies will
be held in various sections of the

.t city, to be climaxed by a huge

public gathering at Madison/
Square Garden,

This heightened union act1v1ty
thas forced the Board of Trans-
‘portation to take sSeveral hasty
steps to cover up-its strikebreak-
ing plans and to attempt to win
back its rapidly waning support
from those sections of the public
which its lying propag'anda was
‘able Yo inflience s "

BOARD GIVES “CRUMBS”
" The Board last week announced
Lits - intentions of equalizing pay.
| rates.on the various subway lines.
The union has been hammering
away at the unequal hourly rates
jd for the same type of work.
' Women ticket agents have
 been - particularly discriminated
against, being paid as low as 39
‘eents -an hour. Hewever, the
| Board has not made clear wheth-
er this equalization will apply to
the women workers. E
Union officials have character-
Lized this as wmerely anether
 “crumb” in the desperate efforts
of the Board to stave off a sub-
| way strike and deny the union its
| closed shop contract, higher wag-
' es and other major improve-

boosted 33 1|3 per cent.”

ments,

-

| very good and getting better all |

| check over their finances and get

| oney

MAY DAY
CELEBRATIONS

‘Largest of the May Day
bundles were ordered by - New |
York, Chicago, Boston, St. Paul,
Phlladelphla and Buffalo . We
look forward to next week’s news
of how these branches organized |
special May Day activity with

THE MILITANT. Write in your |

experiences, comrades!

6-PAGER CONTINUES

TO DRAW COMPLIMENTS
SAN PEDRO, Calif—Comrade }

G. writes: “The new 6-pager is

the time. Those two extra pages

sure make a world of differencel!” |

BACK BILLS,
BACK BILLS...
There’s a season for inereasing

subscriptions, there’s a season for |

increasing bundle orders...but
sooner or later the season arrives
when the branches just have' to

busy increasing their remittanc-
-es to this office. :
Our Michigan eomvrades, in this

regard must be called to partie- | ;
know that
scarce anhd  medey |

ular account. We
is’

‘our troubles ride on the same
 graph! Flint has an accumulated
iback bill of $55.75, every dollar
of which is being badly missed in
thls office at the present time.
Detyon which for many motiths
. was a star account in our books;,
has permitted itself to run-up a
' back bill of $50.00. )
Toledo and Youngstown, like-
 wise good payers, are’/perm%tting
themselves to slip behind with
:back bills of $19.90 and $15. 00
respectlvely
| An old cancer in this ofﬁce, ’
ithe San Francisco back bill, is
slowly being cut away, but it st111
amounts to the bloated .sum of
$46.57. How about cutting it
. away with one sharp blow?
Philadelphia, with commend-
able Bolshevik spirit-has refused
all offers of assistance from the
National Office, and is determ-
ined to pay up its old, old -back .
 bill 6f $46.80. If only Flint would
turn in an equally firm resolve,
hkevnse backed up by. hard
 cash .

Join the Sociafist

| troubles plentiful. But comrades, |

Workers Party
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. their debts to the company store g

the -Sparrows Point shipyard.

. forgfnen or company ofﬂcials

addition, the company can 1nt1mi
~ date and enslave the v worker

o the threat of evrction w1thout o
’ ‘ employment and part-time work a3

" can starve out the strikers by cut- |
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SPArrows Polnt:

ompany Town'

Is Beglnmng To Yleld To Unlonlzlng Drlve

Whar Life Is l..ike Now In One of the Last Stnenghplds :
lehem’s Company Unionism

12

At the end of a winding ro
stands a toll bridge leading 1o
lehem  Steel Corporation known

ad twelye miles from Baltimore,
the huge property of the Beth-
as Sparrows Point; Maryland.

On the other side of the bridge loom the giganuc steel mills
of 1llt largest section of Eugene Grace’s metallic empire. Between

lhe colossal steel structures of t

he ‘various plant units there re-

main glinting waters and the remnants. of maleqtic forests, an

lmpressive picture of machme -age
-beauty imposed on a b‘lCl\gl ound
of pature. Reflected in the waters
of these neighboring creeks are
the most modern steel ediﬁces ‘in
~which over 25,000 workers togday
toil to produce the basic product
of industrialism.

Within the center of this giant
plant lies the little company town;
Sparrows Point Here in hundreds
of dismal ramshackle eompnny»
owned board houses live thou-
.sands of wmkers whose iapor
makes Bethlehem Steel the second
largest steel producer in America.

A SEETHING YOLCANO
This yillage seems peaceful on
the surface. But it is a seething
volcano within. Tt encloses the
bitter lives of thousands of men
and women who have stored with-
in their breasts the accumpulated
hatred of decades of explojtation
in. BEugene Grace’s .infamaus
"American Way.”
Every inch of Sparrows Point
~is owned by the corporation,
every house, every store, erery
_blade of grass.

In one isolated section of town,
separated by several blocks of va-
cant lots from the rest of the
hous,es live the families of Ne:
gro workers. “These stand out by
reason of their unspeakable dila.
pidation conspicuoys even in the
midst of general squalor. Fuithei
in the town are the dwellings of
‘the whites, only a slight degree
better than those of. the segr egat-
ed Negro workers

‘Even the miserable wages paid
the Sparrows Point workers are
taken back from them by the com
pany through exmbitant rents. In

moment’s notice.

THE COMPANY STORE

Not merely the worker's shelter
but his food, clothing and other
necessities of life are entirely in
the hands of the company. The
one and only trade center, situat-

ing one oi’ the laigest steel pay-
roil" forces in the . United Qt‘ttes
of! these, some 6000 are \}egroes,
many’ imported from the- deep
South. There are thousands ot na-
tive born Workers from Virginia
and Pennsylvania .and other tlrou~
sands of Italians Poles
and Finns

_B use/of the tremendous plant
enpansion in Tecent years, many
of the workers muyst live outsxde

by village including the .little|

majority of those who

timore.

Trolley fare to and from Balti-
more . is 20 cents each way. This
is 40 cents a day out of the pay
envelope ‘I the worker manages,
to get hold of a “jaloppy,” he still

order to eross the toll bridge lead-
ing 'into” the plant.

PROBLEMS OF
ORGANIZATION

of_ Bethlehem Steel presents some
individual organizational prob
lems during this penod of war

duction .ig not directly for war
purposes. Its products include
clnefly rods, wire, .nails, pipes,
sheet, strip steel and tin, Prior to
the all-out natlonal defense”
spending, this work was so pai-
celled out to the other plants and
steel companies that the ‘“Point”
wor kers had a lone period of part-
time, work or outright unemploy-
ment

Technologicel 1mprovements dur-
zing the past” period Tave madg i

continuing threat The new. con:
‘tinuous strlp mill has thrown hun-
 dreds’ of tin mill workers . out of
jobs The continuous Buttweld_
pipe-making system, twice as fast |
as the old- style- mlll hag 1nt10-
duced, part time work for hundreds |
of the pipe mill Workeis These
are but two of many s,lmilar job-

~ed across the street from the
Blast Furnace entranCe is the
|scandalous company store Here

the workers are compelled to buy
and pay any price the company
enacts And these prices are kept
80 high that the workei s wages
cannot pay for the most meager
necessities. E

The company is glad to “rem-
edy" this condition — not by in-
creasmg wages and’ reducing
prices, of course. — but by extend-
lng "credit » The workeis debts
are systematically deducted from
thelr. pay checks — another “comn- |
venience” provided by the com-
pany.. In this fashion, hundreds |
of wotkers end up the week or
h with no pay checks at all.
They‘simply get a statement that

have consumed their entire earn- '
lngs, Th ese workers are re- i
duced to llteral slavery, with no
money of their own, chained by
debt to the company, unable to.}
escape. except at the risk of im-
mediate starvation.

In case of strikes, the company

5 Representatron Plan

destroymg methods which have |
been introduced.

In addition to all these factors,
the company. has maintained its
company union, the Employes
to hold the
workers down. This fink outﬁt
has not only persustently attempt
Fed to block venuine unlonization
but has helped the company
- maintain its discriminatory prac
tices against various groups of
'the workers paiticularly the Ne-
- groes, The ERP has backed the
company in its policy of placrng
the Negroes in the hardest most
dangerous, lowest- paymg Jolgs

Industrial aceidents and fa-
talities. are so freguent at

. Sparrows; Point that the am-

bulance: -is -called the “Meat
Wagon.” The speed-up has
reached such a er

Job-seekers, “Stick around,
boys. Spmehgdy’il be killed any.
minute now, and there’ll be
another job open.”

ting off their credit at the com-
pany store. This extortion device
was used in the recent strike in

But the. day of unlimited Beth-

lehem Stegl oppregaton is drawing

oOOO shipbuilding woxkers mak-'

Greeks|

Sparrow Point. Some live in near-{

Jim Crow town of Dundalk The
not live
in Sparrows Point reside in Bal-.

has to pay off to the company in|

‘Sparrows Point, the largest. ynit |

productron Aside from the ship- |
building section, much of the pro-|

> pace thal |
“Point” workers frequently tell -

g i : : )
rapidly to an end, even at its vil-
est -spot, -Sparrows 1 ‘
‘Even before  the recent . striké
vietories in  Bethlehem, Jobps:
town and Lackawanna, the Spar-
rows Roint workers were begin-
ning to make rapid headway with
1 union and’ pregs the com
pany back They established th
new union offices and a tunctro A
ing organlzation maohinery wnth-
in the plents Union acuvrty 2

1

thing v
they st i;e——-agtd that

coming, ‘unlless the compaxty
yields, in advance——for they Will
ﬁght wnth a spirit of vengeance
~which "decades of suffer g
have’ graven in their hearts.

Conventions went by the board when these m embers of the International Laadies Garment:
. Workers (AFL) picketed m their underwear at the strike bound Appalachian Mills in Knoxville, .

'Tennessee Thls new idea in prc, t

palachian Mills,” helped hnngj_a speedy union yic tory.

ing and the pnomment banners, “I lost my pants at the Ap-

General Motors S

(Continued from- page 1)
Thomas leadership at the UAW
convention in July.
Reuther and. Thomas, driven
both by rank and file pressure,
aud by their own factional needs,
were forced to meet the GM cor-
poration’s stubborn - vefysal : to
grant comtract improvements with
 the threat of a strike. 'They had |
to get some gains, both to meet
insistent rank and file demands, |
and to make a record for thelr
eioup :

REUTHER BOWS
' BEFORE OPM

1=V showed Tom bthe\first days'of;\ he |

strike threat, that he was most of
Lall knuckling down to. the Govern
mental ap,psi atus, the OPM of
Hillman-Knudsen, when he an
(nounced - that  no war: productior
- work in GM would be struck. This |

‘strike weapon in war orders work;
‘without - the affected . workers |
‘themselves having a thing to say |
-ahout it.
Union militants realize that this |,
| formula- sets a bad precedent; it
‘teveals that the UAW leadershi
‘hag given ground on the issue of
“‘defense” strikes, and = demong
itrates it is ready to. capitulate on
that ‘{ssue. Reuther’s stand has
disoriented ' and .confused many
GM workers, and has arouged the
resentment of the advanced sec-
tions of the local unions, who
themselves do not feel 1nclined to
give any guarantees that they will
not strike if necessary for decent
wages and working ronditions in i
arms plants on work from which g
the corporation makes just as f
‘great if not greater proﬁts tha$n
elsewhere

up at the GM conﬁerence in De
trort incl

ppints the demand for a tenncxent ‘

shop, a ehop stewaid gystem, a 60- |

MAINTAINING “LAW
AND ORDER” -

No detail of control over the |
workers of Sparrow Point is over-
looked by Eugene QGrace, includ-
ing the preservation of “law and or-
der.” In the very center of the com-
munity, at tlie corner of 4th and
D Streets, stands the small but
impressive court and police sta-
tion. The police, supervised by
company men, have powers which
would make any big city cop
green with envy, There is no real
distinction = between vplant and
town police. Any worker who
“migbehaves” in the plant, is not
merely -¢scorted from the plant by |
the plant police, but is arrested
and thrown. in the town jail. This
police power is restricted to use
against workers, and not against
A

plant 'ere 0,000 stoel workers and

‘Private Felix Hall, a Negro sol-
dier of Montgomery,
| was found hanging to a tree out-
side of Fort Bennings, Geor gla.
Private Hall, a member of Com-
pany apr 24th ‘Infantry, stationed
at Fort Bennmgs, Georgia, he,d
been missing about a month from
the army camp before his body {
was discovered.
“Phe Natignal Association for | ™
'the Advancement of Colored Peo The War department so far, how- | 3
ple is urging a complete investi-
gatlon of the death of Private
Hall. They have written to Presi-
dent Rooseyelt and Becretary of

| War
od necessary to discover and pun-
e Sparrows Point ish the perpetrators
crime 4

Negro Soldier Lynched* War Dept
Ignores NAAF P Inqmry Pemand

Two weeks . ago, ‘the body oi'

Alabama,

timson gsking “action degm-

of this

oL

"of Pilvate Hall as a ly nching and
in its letter to Secretary btimson 34
'stated' “We feel certain that the

'est concern over the death of pri- |
vate Hall. A lynchlng'c)l’f. the ar- [ §
I : - i’y 3l | $
Lg@rt of - the, Jim Crow gygtem
'which the war department is d¢-

The NAACP branded the killing |

war department does not wish the }
crime of ]ynching to be perpe
trated on the reservation of one

of its largest forts, in connection
‘with the training of an army sup

posedly for the @eieuae of defnog- |

ever, bas not evidenced the slight- |

or on —

(was tantamount to giving up. the |

| JAN

. Asin the Ford negotrations the | $ il
k - \Jatlonal

* The original demands as drawn

blanket wage increase, a union|§

day. seniority - clause mstead Qf
‘the current . 6-month clayse for
new employes, $26 a week pay for
drafted workers and ‘the 80 hour
vacation with pay instead of the
current 40 hour. clause.

RFUTHER cuTs DEMANDS
In his public addregs in Flint

ment n of the Go-day sen.

$25 weekly pay for draftees. The

S o

Reuther“ placed his mam stre

1ncrease
the question of a changed hospi-

more’ profection.

up. some of the major demands,
\without the guthorization: of the

,,,,,, . to, the GM conference, wh,
according to the decision reached

Lof negotiatlons beﬁoie any  final
decisions were made.

The publicly anounced list ot
demands were 1mportant enough‘
however, in spite. of the. omisswns,
to inspire the tremendous strike
‘vote.

After the strike vote. the same

' Process. of Whrttling away the de-
‘mandsg went on.

April 20th Reuther cut out ot

his report ot‘ the negotiations allvl since it i one the corporation

~ 7 should:have no qualms in grant-
dem&ncl and of the demand forr Bhowid. havo mo duslms in gran

delegates to tlie GM conierence

talization plan to give membeis

Geueral Motors locals, or the de- Qmand for a steward system as

‘| drawn up at’ the :GM Conference |

t the Februaly conference, were|
1 to be comsulted on the question |

In the statement issued Satur-
day April 26, agreeing to arbitrate

the dispute with the National Me-:

diation Boaid the UAW Execu-
tive ‘Board gave out a new state-
ment of . its demands. This state-

ment demanded the ten cent wage
increase as before, and also flatly,

demanded an increase in the pow-

-ers.of the wmpire (a safe demand

:ng). However, on the union shop
issue the demand was stated in
ambiguous terms  which leaves
room for some kind off comprom:ise
yrmula. - The statement 'reads,
*Our~record: of "responsibility i

94 our relations with the corporation
oq the demands for: 1, thy Wageﬁand'the. oinanwheiming support ‘of
2. mcreased Powers for.

the umplre 3. the union shop, 4.

our union; entitle it to a greater
degree: of ‘union recognition.”

- Instead of asking for the shop
| steward . system,

 gtatement says,
That is to say, on April 20 Reu-;ga CIRARGY

as - before, thiy

’l‘his is a fax ery from the de-

in Februarse :
The statenient’s list ef demands
also:includes a demanad for an im-

‘proved hospitalization plan.

GM MILITANTS
ON THE. ALER’F :
Thus the. stake for which the

“union, is preparing its ﬁght has

been reduced by the Reuther Tho-

‘mas negotxators -who, under gov-
'ernmentel pressure have retreat-

ed day by day

“We propose. to|
rstrengthen, handling and- elimina.- |
ther Bave notice that he had given tion of grievances in the plants

i Where they origmate kS

Nevertheless, the GM workers
have indicated that they feel they
are entitled to substantial increases
Fall along the line, both in wages,
and in union rights in the plant.
Many: miHtants in local unions
are preparing to fight against any
kind of agreement which does not
finclude their necessary demands
and needs, as drawn up in con-

' Conference. )

- If some kind of compromise
agreement emerges "from.the Ma‘y
2nd arbitration with the National
Mediation Board, it will have_to
b good to satisfy the urnk and
happen Unless the corporatlon
comes a long way in meeting thé
workers’ demands, the workers
‘will be forced to strike despite the
cowardly tactics of Reuther-Tho-
| mas. ) 5

Should a strike ensue, it would
no doubt be a 100% solid strike.
| The: workers. in GM are well-or-

| ganized. They are also experienc-

ed and’ ready.

In any -case, sthe whole course
'of the GM negotiations has shown
to. the thinking militants in the
‘local unions that they must de-

gatiations.
up a new leadprship from the
ranks that can resist the pressur-
| es of this period and go forwara |
to achieve new gains. These can
be won, provided.the leadership is |
courageous and truly representa-
tive of the membership and its
wishes. . S W
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The Wer Arms of the Glovernmenr

Qecretafry of the roiahst Worhers Party

Speaks Thts Week In
CHIC ﬁﬂ = BET“”IT L BUF FAL“

Tuesday, May 6 .
8:00 P.M,

Garage Workers Hall !
3965 Woodward Ave. (Second Floor)

“National Defense’

DETROIT : '

Subject:
Strikes and

[1ous
Georgia. Apparently labor-hating

‘tract form at the February 8th|

mand more of a voice in such ne-
They must also build |

{and the New York Omnibus Cor-
poration, the United Negro Bus|-

rally on Saturday, May 3.

‘organizationg in Harlem, will par-

at 1 p. m. at the Abyssinian Bapt-
igt Church at 132 West 138 St.
It will then proceed along the
main avenues and streets of Har-
leth to Dorrence Brooks Square,

Pu:ket Against Jim
Crow In Arms_Shops

" New York's gold coast looked
gtartled last Saturday at the sight
of a picket line around Rockefel-
ler Cemter -— and a blagk and
white . picket line at that! Plac-
ards proclaimed slogans such as,
“Bullets Draw No Color Line;
Bullet-Makers Do,” “Down with
Jim Crow,” “A Real Democracy
Draws No Color Line” The de-
,monstration was part of a nation-
wide protest sponsored by the Na-
tional Associaiion for the Advance-
ment of Colored People against

: %iSCIlllllll‘\thIl in the defense in-

dustries. . k

The pickets were amuged at the
attempts of one thick-necked cop
to convince them that Rockefeller
was their friend. “Aren’t you
people ashamed of yourselves,
acting this way towmd Rockefel-
ler who hag always helped the
Negro people?” The scornful re-
action of the pickets implied how
well they understood that Rocke-
feller is no friend of theirs.

and screen actress, remarked
while passing the line, “I'm all
for you; keep up the fight.” Miss
Bankheads father was the notor-
labor-hating senator from

Is not hereditary even in a south-
ern Bourbon family.

‘Next Jack Altman, one of the
foxmei leaders of the Socialist
Party, entered the plaza. .Upon

Tallulah Bankhead, noted stage

seeing the placards and the picket

filthy

line he remarked, “You
Communists are everywh '1”
Altman proudly refers to. himself
as “America’s Number One War-
Monger.” Any militant prote
against the Jim Crow . conditions:
that prevail under capitalist des
moeracy immediately brings his$
red-baiting to the boiling point.

‘The pickets marched from nine
A. M.-until one in the afternoon.
Police attempt to keep them out
-of the street bisecting the plaza on
the giounds that this was. piivate .
property belonging to the house
Rockefeller. l§ut twice the picket
line: marched - right down this
street. “Hey, you can’t do that!”
yvelled the police. They made no
attempt, -however, to use physiea\l’
violence against the pickets, con-
tenting themselves with trying to
turn the colored members: of the
demonstration against the wlnief
 pickets by arguing that the whites
were “ecommunists” who would
lead the Negroes to no good “end.

Curtis Wright and Sperry Gyr-
f08cope ‘were the two war indus-
tries with offices in Rockefeller
Center againgt whom the pickets :
demonstiated Brewstei Auriaft -
with offices at' 6 East 45
also on the list of corpor
being picketed by the
Brewster sent a letter to the
NAACP protesting that it doeS‘
not diseriminate against Negroes
They were unable, however, to a
duce a single fact in their letter
in support of this contention,

@

Patrol Last ¢
‘Short Of War'

ast 3 tep

(Continued from page 1)
a sizeable section of the popula-
tion opposed to that final, fateful
step. \

Let it be pldain: the U. 8. is
already in the war. What these
various maneuvers add up to is
simply the final, carefully calcu
lated strategy to ‘bring the U. S.
into miliary operations in the
most advantagecus possible, man-
ner. Mass reaction in thigircoun-
try is one great factor in these
calculations. Also, however, there
is the question of calculating the
course of the war on its differ
ent fronts.

‘Washington kunows that Japan
is watching narrowly, waiting for
the U. S. Navy to become engaged
in the Atlantic, before plunging
ahead inithe South Pacific. Wash-
ington has tq consider a war stra

to keep in mind that its present
naval forces do not allow so wide
a distribution if major action is
in view.

But that is just the point. Let
no one be deluded that there is
still the possibility of any choice
about U. . entry into the imper-
ialist conflict ag an active belli-
gerent The .only thing that real-
1y 1ema1ns to be determined in
the high councils " of those who
rule our destmy is the when and
the how. o '

The big bosses of America are
apeaking out their will in public.
.Io,pn D. Rockefeller, Thomas La-

|mont of the House of Morgan,

tegy that girdles the globe and:

Wendell \Vlllkie of Wall Street
and all their echoes in the dove~
cotes of the liheral pacifists and
preachers..are  demanding  con-
voys now, action now, war no

The demand has become so im-
mediate, so urgent, that even the
pacifists of the Socialist Party
skeleton . . . Reinhold Viebuhr
and Jack Altman and Compan
have hopped .on the ba
“openly “favoring ‘war.. no
shall deal with these lattei more
fully in our next issue . . . but.
we know from long experience
that when these last rodents seur-
ry from the foundering ship  of
peace, the war has truly come
close.

The question . .. the only
tion now is: how best to pre
ourselves in this war sit
(how best to train and  organ
ourselves for the battles tha 1
to come, not' the battles of the
bosses for their profits, but th \
battles of the workers for the so-
cialist reconstruction  of tha
world. For our part, we demand
military training under control of
‘the trade unions and special
training of workers as officers.
This is the road toward piepar-
ation for the real fight against.
 Fascism, at home and -abroa
What Roosevelt and the rest offer.
‘us is blood and sweat for impe
ialist pelf. What we declare ‘now
is: blood is to be shed. Let us.
make certain it is shed in the
| cause of building a better world
a socialist world.

Negrd 'Lalior Grou p Te Celebrate :

1
i

|Victory In Winning Bus Jobs

To celebrate its victory over
the Fifth :Avenue Bus Company

Association of Harlem is organiz-
ing a victory parade .and mass
The
Harlem branch of the Socialist
Workers Party, along with -other

ticipate in
ing. \
- The parade i8 scheduled to form

he parade and meét-

"at the ratio of one ‘Negro for on
' white person- until Negroes com-

137th. St. "and St. Nicholag Ave-
nue where the mass rally will be
held. 1
After a month’s militant pick-
eting of bus stops in Harlem, the
two bus companies donceded .a
contract to the Harlem. organiza-
tion, which was countersigned by
the Transport Workers Union
(CIO). This contract calls for em-
ployment of 70 Negro mechanics
100 Negro bus-drivers, and 50 per:
cent of all .additional employees :

prise 17 per cent of all the work-

ers employed by the bus comp
nies. ;
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THE MILITANT

ritish. “Democracy ‘ I n I n'za---‘

‘An Uncensored, Exclusive

Story Of War Condi\t‘ibns'

i

For many months, British imperialism has imposed an almost

Jimpenetrable censorship over all news from India. Occasionally\
.some ‘brief dispatch from India appears in the Amerlcan press, w

with

'the obvious imprint of the official. British propaganda ministiy.
"“All’s well,” cries the British government. “The Indian peoples are
giving loyal support to.the Empire’s war efforts.” - '

American foreign news commentators, such as Ludwig Lore of"

the. NEW YORK POST, have been supplying the American pepple
with “interpretive” analyses of what goes on in India behind the
black veil of British censorship. Their analyses show a striking con-
- formity with British government press releases, whose “optimism”

grows as their “facts” shrink.

What is the truth about India? The MILITANT herew1th pre- |

b

“sents the first eye-witness account to appear in the Amerlcan labor
press of what has been happening since the war in the greatest

~eclony of the British Empire, where over 350,000,000 human beings _

are preparing to cast off the British Imperial bondage which they
" have suffered for three centuries.

The giver of the interview is a young American sailor who has
just returned after a five months voyage to the Far East on an
American freighter delivering supplies to the Burma Road at Ran-
goon. He spent a month visiting the principal cities and ports in

; India.

He observed India wi,th’ a fresh and

clear eye, 'with class-

conscious understanding. This sympathy combined with a friendly
and agreeable personality enabled him to meet many Indian natives

—workers,

studernts, soldiers—and to penetrate their reticence

__toward all foreigners, particularly those whom they have reason to
‘suspect might be friendly toward the British rulers.

; Ne one observer in a month can hope to catch more than the
 minutest segment of India. Bearing this in mind, the reader will
nevertheless appreciate his account as an authentic clue to the pre-

sent mocd of the Indian masses.

E3 ES
.

) By ART PREIS

“If 1 were to give one general
impression about my experiences
in India, I would say: ‘This is the
horrors of war, without the war.
This thought persisted in my
mind wherever I went in Kara-
chi, Bombay, Calcutta. It was like
looking at some scene of war re-
-~ fugees, starving, homeless, dis-
. eased. Only there has been no
war. No bombed buildings, no
. wreckage, no burnt homes. It’s
. just, how shall I explain it—as
1if some terrible war had passed
/over the country sparing every-

. thing but the people themselves.”

JFor a moment, the young sea-
man paused. A shadow seemed to

. pass over his face; his eyes look-

ed off into space. He was staring
- back through time at unforget-
+ able experiences.
At another point in the inter-
© view, he stated:

“You know, whenever I'd get in]|

with one of the natives — of
< course, after I'd broken down his
and we'd
.get on the question of the war,
 sooner or later I'd have the same
‘question popped at me: ‘How
< goon do you think the British
. will be defeated?

. NATIVES ANTI-BRITISH
BUT NOT PRO-HITLER i
“It’s not that they’re pro-Hitler,
or anything like that. When I

 asked one friendly native soldier |
if* they weren’t afraid of what |

would happen to them under Hit-
ler, he just slowly swung his arms
" out and said softly, but with such
bitterness,. ‘Look at us . ., * It
“was all he could say, ‘Look at
‘us . . .’ What he meant was
. that nothing could be worse than

* 5 .

what they were already suffering.
- “I got the impression that Hit-
ler is something foo far away
from their present misery. He
just doesn’t concern them. I.can’t
say how wide-spread the feeling
is, but I came away from India
with the notion that they would
welcome a military defeat of
Britain for one reason—it would
be an opportunity for them to
drive out the British and gain
‘heir independence.”

“JF. WE ONLY HAD ARMS...

At a further point in his nar-
rative, the young sailor supported
his impression about the wide-
spread desire among the people of

India for a British defeat by re-

calling that on .different occasions
he ‘had heard the wish expressed
among groups of workers, “If
we only had arms . . .”

“When I heard a worker sayv |
this in Karachi, our first stop in
India, I thought it might be just
an isolated sentiment. But I
heard it in Bombay and again
in Calcutta. And always the same
words, ‘If we only had arms .. .’
A weakened British army and
arms for themselves. That's what
many of them seem to be think-
ing about — and planning about.”

The speaker then told of meet-
ing ‘a group of workers in Bom-
bay whose complete confidence he
managed to secure. A leader ‘of
these workers in greatest secrecy
drew for him a rough map of the
surrounding section of the coun-
try, marking the points of Brit-
ish troop concentrations and
arms stores. “He burned it up
‘again on the spot. I never saw
such longing in any man’s face
as when he said to me, ‘If we

v

|to - the ¥Far

®

Sﬁeét Scehe In India

This is a street scene in a town in India. Dis eased and starvmg men, women and children line
the sidewalk, begging from passers-by. This pic ture, which'is’ sold to tourists, falls far short of -
conveying the actual conditions of filth and misery in which three centuries of British imperial- -
ist rule have steeped-the people of India. ‘

only had arms.. If we only had
arms.”

The  interview. with the young
geaman had started in the custom-
ary fashion, with the reporter
asking questions about the trip,—
the ship, the cargo, the length of
time at sea, the ports where they
stopped, how long the sailors had
leave at each port, etc.

He had  shipped on a large
freighter ‘out of New York last
November. It was his . first trip
Kast., They Wwere. at
gea for 31 days before docking at
Capetown, Union of South Africa
After only 12 hours dshore, thejy
continued their trip around the
Cape of -Good Hope. They plough-

»»|ed through the Indian Ocean for

another 22 days, hitting Karachi,
India, for their next stop.

CONDITIONS IN' KARACH]
“Karachi was quite a shock to
me, It was only after I saw Bom-
bay and Calcutta that T ‘realized
that Karachi was qu1te a decen
place by comparison.
“The first thing I noticed when
we docked was:the condition of
the 'native longshoremen who
‘came aboard the ship. They
seemed so thin and scrawny -that
I wondered how they could lift
the heavy loads they had to car-
ry. They wore nothing but loin
cloths—no shoes. I guess they
have tough feet, but 1 couldn’t
imagine an American longshore-
man working around lumber and
heavy steel cargo without heavy
shoes and clothing for protection.
- “We had two days ashore. I've
‘seen some of the foulest East Side
slums and been down around the
Negro quarters in Baltimore and
Washingtoni But the worst in
America couldn’t equdl this. The
natives live in-tiny shacks, some
of rotted wood, others just ‘weeds.
‘Whole families—and several fam-
jlies live in a shaek about ten feet
square. Ten and 15 persons sleep
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“fidous to tell about Bombay and]

41an anna (2 cents American) and
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together on the ground in one
shack, Here I got my first smell
of India — that mixture of dirt,
dung, crowded bodies and rotted
flesh, diseased or dead. And the
beggars! But that was nothing
in Karachi! Wait until I tell you
about Bombay and Calcutta.

“I was taken through one area|
of a few square blocks in Karachi
which I ‘was tcld housed  more
people than the rest of the city.
After one trip through that par-
ticular area, I was convinced
that this was true.

~“But remember that conditiohs
in Karachi are far better than in
the rest of India. It's a compar
atively mew city being built up
as a port.” Many British officiale
have built palatial homes on the
cxty outsklrts E

BOMBAY CR:OWDED
WITH BEGGARS; .
At this point, he seemed so anx-

;Calcutta, the two chief cities @f
India, that the reporter smtc ed

the questlons over to-his ‘experi
ences in these .two ports.

* “Bombay was our next stop.
Bombay! That’s where’ you'll see
a real example of the true condi-
tions in India. The first thing
that hit me were the large troops
of beggars everywhere. . They re-
minded me of human beings out of
a nightmare. They were ins
every condition of disease and
disfigurement. Many seemed to be
in the last stages of starvation
dying on their feet. Many bote
the open sores of terrible conta
gious diseases, small'pox and, es
pecially, leprosy. You could see
their bodies rotting away. The
British government does nothing
to help them. Human life is the
cheapest thing in India. I shal
never forget the feeling of horror
I had the first time a pitiful lep
rous beggar came up begging for

touched me with his -hand.

“Here I saw tens of thousands
of' people, whole families, who
had no jhomes but the streets.
They sleep in the streets, amongst
incredible filth. They have nc
‘place else to go, and the British
haven’t got-afound to giving thém
such benefits of civilization as
street cleaning departments aund
sewage. They lie uncovered in the
streets. I saw only a few who
managed to get hold of some old
rag or cloth to cover themselves
with. Most of the men have only
a loin cloth covering. Children up
to 12 go . maked: I frequenftly
saw little infants playing in the
gutters amidst mud and manure.
This is typical. Tens of millions
live like this throughout India.
| It's the normal thing. Every other
native one passes on the streets
seems to have the obvious signs of
disease. Nine out of ten have the
physical marks of acute hunger
— from the emaciation of conti-
nuous undernourishment to. thé
last stages of outnght star vatlon.

It was at this point that the
speaker used the expression, “like
refugees in a war, 6 zone — but
worse.” He broke in-with an ob-
servation summing up his entire
impression.

“I’ve tried to do some reading.
I've read some of Trotsky’s writ-
ings. T remember he once wrote
ahout fascism being an attempt
to organize the misery of the

that the British m India can’t do

peoble. Well, T got the feeling |

over into the streets like pus
from a running sore.”

RIOTS AND REVOLTS
SUPPRESSED

‘Was there any resistance to the
British now? Did he have a chance
to talk with any industrial work-
ers in Bombay?

“I had the luck:to meet a Brit-

ish dock official who came aboar¢

our ship in Bombay. I managed
to get him to open up to me
little, although I had to be very
eag.tio‘us in asking”him any ques-
tions. American sailors are watch
ed very closely. The British know
how well organized and how mili-
tant the American seamen are. He
told me that just recently — that
would be about three months ago
now — there had been virtual
civil war in a town north of Bom-

£

| bay, “uncontrollable riots” he call-

ed it. British Militia, whieh are
mainly English troops ~— they
dom’t-truét native soldiers for jobs
like this — took four days to

suppress the revolt using all the
'modern paraphernalia of war, in-

cluding artillery., He said there
were only 40,000 people involved.

“It immediately occured to me
what a job it would be for the
British to suppress a revelution
of 350,000,000 people, if it took
four days for trained troops with
machine guns and artillery to
subdue 49,000 p?ljactically un-
armed people. Incidentally, all'
news of this was suppressed with-
in India itself. It’s hard to say
how many similar, incidents have
occured that we cannot learn
about.

‘s

WORKERS RECEPTIVE TO
REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS

“Another piece of luck I had
was to get in with a group of
workers employed at a big print-
ing plant in Bombay. After we
talked for a while, and they be-
came assured of my sympathy for
them and their fight against Brit-
ish impel‘iaIiSm, they eagerly ask-
ed me all sorts of questions about
the American workers. I told them
some of the things I knew about
the labor and radical movements
in America. When I mentioned,
among other groups, the Trotsky-
ites, they shot questions at me
through a couple of workers who
spoke English and acted as in-
terpreters. It turned out that they
were extremeiy receptive to revo-
lutionary ideas, and, in fact, vol-
unteered the information that
they themselves were preparing
for a-revolutionary situation in
India which they were celtam
was going to come soon.

T Tt was duxlng this conversa-
tion that 1 again heard the ques
tion which I first heard in Kar-
achi, ‘How soon do you think the
British will be defeated? They
hastened to assure me that this
implied no sympathy with Hitler.
but ‘we are unarmed . . .’ and
they felt that a decisive military
defeat for Britain would acceler
ate their own struggle for free
dom, '

UNDERGROUND MOVEMENTS
THRIVE

“It was during this conversa
tion that T first learned of the
many underground political group
ings that are growing throughout
Tndia. Many of these groups -be
lieve in socialism. Most of them
are becoming convinced that the
British will be driven out of In-,
dia “only by forceful means. Al

‘even this. The poverty just spills

|| struggles.

{| tional

of ‘them' are for national indepen-¥

¥ N

An American

Sights Of Recent Trip

Seaman Tell

f
dence and. don’t want any part of

'| the British rulers’ war.

“The printing plant workers
were particularly pleased when I
explained what I knew of the
Trotskyist international outlook.
When' I mentioned the fact that
I believed that if a workers re-
volution developed in America
the American workers would do
everything possible to aid their
Indian brothers, their faces light-
ed up. They were so glad to hear
about support for themselve_s in’
other countries. They are so iso-
‘ated' from the outside world, that
they have felt all alone in their
They did not even
know up to then that an interna-
revolutlonary movement
existed. After this, they displayed
an almost touching effort to show
their, appreciation of my news by

i offering me little services; bring-

ing me coffee, a -chair, posting
a look-out for the ‘dicks’ who in-
fest the sections around plants
and spy on every little grouping

. of workers.

“They did - know a little about
the Stalinists, but said the Stalin-
ists were mainly among the stu-
dents and had very little connec
tions with the workers and the
general masses. They also inform-
ed me that strilkes were continu-
ously breaking out among the va-
rious sections of the workers in
Bombay, and that these strikes
were bitterly fought and sup-
pressed with much bloodshed. 1
was able to confirm this by a dai-
ly reading of the British papers.
Every day 1 would see some ‘ob-
scure paragraph about 20 work
ers being killed, 30 workers be-
ing killed, in some ‘“disorders.”
That’s all it would say. ' They
don’t bother to mention the num-
ber injured. :

BRITISH GRAFT

“There was one incident in
Bombay that gave me a real idga
of the graft and exploitation that
operates against. the Indian peo-
ple. "'Some “of ‘the sailors:from our
ship wanted a day’s shore leave
and were permitted to hire native
longshoremen in their place. The
American sailors paid the long-
shoremen each a dollar a day.
This is enormous pay in India.
Longshoremen usually get around
12 annas -— 25 cents — for a
twelve to 16 hour day. We later
found out that the British port
officials had grafted two-thirds of
the money paid the longshoremen
away from them. We were plenty
burned up, but what could we, do
in a British port dealing with

| British officials whose whole sys-

tem is one big graft from the
‘dirty beggars,” which i§ what Brit-

-|ish officials term the-.natives on

whose backs they live.

LIFE IN CALCUTTA
The main portion of the inter-
view dealt with the young sailor’s
two weeks in Calcutta, largest
city in India. :
“Calcutta was the worst city
of all. As we tied up in the mouth

|

we saw were human bodies and
dead cows floating down the riv-
er. All waste — including dead
human beings — is thrown into
this river, it seems. The corpse
of a cow caught in our anchor
chain, and we had a little trouble
in freeing the chain. Then there
were the vultures. They fly all
over the city, circling above dead
bodies. All the signs of -death,
the ' very smell of death hangs
over this city, It is impossible to
escape the terrible foul odor.

“The docks were swarming with
beggars. I thought I had seen the
worst in Bombay, but 'the buman
misery which crawled and drag-
ged itself over the Calcutta docks
was beyond description.

“And then T noticed that it
wasn’t merely the beggars who
were begging. The longshoremen
who came aboard the boat also
were furtively begging the Ame-
rican seamen for a cigarette or a
spare anna. The longshoremen,
mind you, are among the BET-
TER PAID workers of ‘India!

“It wasn't lack of self-respect
that drove these workers to be,,
even while they were wonkmg. I
soon found that out. They had to
work as long as 16 hours a day
at’ inhuman physical labor for a
few annas. Among these long-
shoremen I met educated men,

dents. Their food was enough to
make you heavé up. All it was—

of wormy rice and dirt. 5
“A c1ust of bread, I found out,

of the Ganges River, the first thing |

white collar workers, college stu- |

or looked like — was a ml\ture !

was a luxury. These longshore-

| men used to hang around our

mess-room eager for the scraps
from our tables. A piece of the
most rotten food dropped on the
filth of a 'Calcutta street is
snatched up in a second. The vul-
tures haven’t a chance against
human hunger.

“When we got shore leave, we
began to get a reali picture of Cal
cutta.
main center of town,
tions. get worse and worse.
the center of town ,we saw the
most revoltlng slghts That i
where they burn’ the dead bodies
right out in public view. The
burning ghats are all along the
river bank. The air reeks witl
the smell of burning flesh.

“But then, this is - the onl}
‘measure of sanitation permittec
the Indian people. At least crema
tion provides a sanitary means o
disposing of the dead. ~ And the
death rate is enormous.

THE BLESSINGS OF

BRITISH CIVILIZATION
“Britigh civilization — in Cal

cutta, a city of almost two mil-

lion people — doesn’t even pro-

vide inspection of city water. Only

in the few places where the Brit

the condi
S Ir

ish and the few native rich live

is there purified ‘water. Typhoid
plagues are so common, the natives
think nothing of it. Hundreds ‘of
thousands are wiped out each yeal
in epidemics,'

“There are beggars on every
bléck, some obviously dying

.| where - they sit or lie. Mothers.

with infants appeal to you every-
where. 1 saw infants lying on
the ground patting their swollen
stpmachs. ‘And disease, sores, rot-
ting flesh. everywhere. . Little
naked children of one and two
will toddle up to you and pat
their. stomachs and say the only
words . of English they have
learned, ‘Me dirty beggar’. Dirty
beggar! They don’t know what it
means. But it’s the only English

ish.

“Everywhere we went, we were
swamped by . hordes of beggars
mostly women and children. They
stopped our taxis and even the
trolleys on which we rode. Once
a group of us seamen riding ir

.a cab were stopped for a matter

of 10 minutes by about 50 to 6C
hungry women and chlldxen The
‘Bobbies’ broke. it up ﬁnally—and
they weren’t gentle about it.”

BRITISH POLICE ABUSE
THE NATIVES

What was the outward attitude
of the British officials and pohce
to the natives? Was there much
open, general physical cxuelty?
“I “just scratched the surface.
But what I saw on the streets of
Calcutta with my own eyes was
sufficient to make me understand
why the Indian people don’t jump
every time the British yell, ‘Hit-
ler!” I saw the way the police —
mainly British customarily
treat the natives. % .
“I'remember one incident par:

were walking along 4 main street
through the market place. A mis-

As you head toward thc

they have learned from’ {he ‘Brits]

ticularly. A group of us- sailors

eljable old beggar came up and!

Tbegged for an a.nhai. ‘A British of-
approached and  without

ficer
warning slammed the old fellow
across the knee-caps with a heavy
club. From the crack, I am sure
the knee-caps were fractured. The
old beggar staggeréed away. At a
little distance, he stopped and
muttered something in Hindus-
tani at the cop. For me, the ex-
pression of batred on that old
beggar’s face was the symbol of
all the faces in India. :

“I noticed thal' the native pas-
sers-by were looking on. Their
faces bore the same look as the
beggar’s. >

“That is the. way - the BI‘ltISh
police treat the natives every-
where. Aristocrats . in big cars
drive  through the-, swarming
streets, never slackening pace. If.

and injured, that’s nis tough luck.
And besides, he knows better than
to complain to the police. The
British rob the natives right and
left. In a shop, a British official
will name his price for an article.
The shop-keeper will give it to
him even if he loses money on
the sale. He does not dare to ar-
gue. One of our boys got run in for
being drunk, and later” told us
about what he saw at the police
court. The arrested nativés were -
openly kicked about and c’lubbed )
in the court room.”

UNIVERSAL POVERTY
AND FILTH ,

What else about hvmg condi-
tions? - -

“Well, as anvexample, the ciosez"
you get to the town center, the!
more people you see lying
in the gutters. Tens of thou-"
sands of men, women and chil-
dren .have mno. homes -but the
streets. There are no sidewalks
in many sections, just mud and
filth, including animal and humah "
dung: At times the streets are so-

a.car cannot pass w1thout 1‘unnmg
over them. ;
. “Without
supply, no cleaning materials, the
British being too. chea,p to provide
even a semblance of municipal
sanitation, the dirt and dust al-
most blinds and chokes: you on
certain streets. In the malket
places the food

hands ‘covered w

will pass through 20 different
hands before it is ﬁnally bought.
Cleanliness ' /is “secondary when
poverty ‘is so ‘acute that the
masses” wilt shop around in a do-
zen places\ to get the best bar-
gain for an anna.”’

MEETS LONGSHOREMEN

On one occasion, during his
stay in Calcutta, he had the op-
portunity to speak to"a group or
12 to 15 longshoremen on board.
the ship. This was while -there
was an absence. of officers about.
He discovered a .couple of the
workers who " could understand
English, and translated for the
rest.

“After I had won then confi-
dence, I asked them what they
thought about uuions. ‘Very good,’
I was told. They wanted to ‘know
about American unions, because
their wages were so ‘miserable
compared to that of the lowest
paid American seamen. When I
descubed something of the Amer-
ican labor movement, they crowd-
ed around with eager attention.
One of those who spoke English
expressed the keen desire of the

' (Continued on Page 5)
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Hillman Writes A Letter
After many .months of receiving complaints
from Negro and labor organizatiens about  the
~J}im €row bars that keep Negroes from getting

By AL,BERT PARKER

jobs in the vital industries, Sidney Hillman, la- N

bor front for the Office of Production Management,
finally has written a lettey, In this letter, sent
“to all manufacturers receiving contracts from the
government; Hillman follows his usual practice
: ', of subor dmatlng every othér consideration to that
of “national defense .

He is not interested in Jrn Crowism m/ plants‘

financed and in many cases built by the govern-
ment because of the effect it has on the Negro
people, who are largely confined to memal Jobs
as a result, but becavse of the effect it will have
on thé war plans. of the capitalist government
he is serving.

First he points out that current reports “indi-
cate skilled labor shortage in a numbef of fields
vital to defense production.” ‘This s,i,tuagti(yn has
been aggravated because “in many loealities, gual-
ified and available Negro workers arej. either being

restricted to unskilled jobs, or barred from defense °

employment entirely.” Then he goes on with his
complaint:

“Such practices gre extremely wasteful of our
human  resources and prevent a total effort for
.national defense. They result in unnecessary mi-
. gration of labor, in high rates of labor turnover,
and they increase our present and future housing
needs and social problems for defense workers.”

Then follows his suggestions for correecting this
situation: “All holders of defense contracts ‘are
urged to examine their ‘employment and training
policies at onee to determine Wwhether or not these
policies make ample provision for the full utiliza-
tlon of Neglo workers. Every available source
of labor capable of producing defense materlals
must be tapped in the present emergency.”

What the Letter Means

Two things stand out in this letter.

First, Hillman is interested in Negroes being
.employed only because he doesn’t want the war
plans of the gov'ernment disrupted. Second, his
Tetter is not going to change thie present situa-
‘tion at all.

It should be noted that the letter does not
emphasize the need for hiring Negroes where there
is no shortage of labor. This can be interpreted
to mean, that employers should take them where
they ‘can’t get anyone else. The employers ‘do
just -that anyhow. The most rabid Negro-hating
eniployer will hire Negroes when he can’t get

_anyene else, because his main 1nterest is inmak- [
h rkers re k..

color,

Hxllman wants the empldyels to determine
whether their policies make ample provision for
the full utilization of Negro workers. Very well,
an employer will say, I will examine my policies
and see whether they make provision for, ete.

Even assuming that Hillman really wants Ne-
groes to get jobs, and that his letter is not just
a, face-saving device, wiat does it amount te?
Little more than nothing. Because the letter does

> not provide a single hint of a measure to do some-
thing about those plants that refuse to “examine”
their policies, and worse yet, refuse to hire Negro
labor as long as they can get other workers,

An employer can toss the letter into the waste-
- basket, as probably most of them have done, and
Hillman does not propose to do anything about it,

And seo, because of the \weak»ness of the letter

and .its lack of threat to take aection against the -

., employers who disregard 'it, we can confidently
Ppredict that nothing will come of it, any more
than came of the no-discrimination statement is-
sued several months ago by Knudsen, H:liman’s

‘ partner Not a Negro will get a job as the re-

 sult of it.

The OPM Could Take Action
As the Chicago, Defender put it, “His letter
. has all the earmarks of a theatrieal stumnt mtended
_ only for the gallery.

It is 'intended to draw away from tne OPM
" criticism about its failure to do anything about
the situation, while it continues to do mothing.

" This does not. mean that the OPM is power-
less in the situation and is omly trying to cover
up its helplessmess. Far from it.

Along with the President, the OPM has tfhe

ower to veto an roposal of th r or vy |
P ¢! Yy prop e Wa Navy iy sappressed.

\ghot down without merey. Thou-
sands are thrown into jail, from

Department for expanding or bulldmg facilities

for expedltlng ploduntlon Approprxatlon acts car-

rying: funds for new facilities, according to Un-

dersecretary of War Pat_terson, give them that
. authority.

. This means that the OPM, by simply us'ng its
veto’ power, “could at the very least refuse con-
.. tracts to Jim Crow companies asking for funds
to add to their building and equipment.
The fact that they don’t use this power, but
resort instead to weak and meaningless letters,
is only additional proof that they don’t want to
. do anything about the industrial J'm Crow bars
against Negroes, , \
Negroes have to recognize this and to redlize.
that they can expect no help from this-direction

until they are organized” and st rong enough to ,"

force it from them.

* -

Help Publish Our Pamphlets

The two pamphlets we have prepared on the
struggle of the Negroes to get equal rights in
the army and jobs in the war industries ave still

L

awaiting publication. The only hiteh is the nioney

- necessary. We urge readers who would like te
. _’, see their pubhcatlon to send a contributien, no
mattér how large or how small to us, clo Albert .

& ,Parker’ 116 Umvers1ty PlL, New York N. Y‘

f admitted on March

' dependence,

'India workers to attain to some:

 can sailors. They leok up to the
| American workers with mugclr res-
 pect,

 the

 struggles give an

L or rather semi-legal unioms. Stri:
[kes are always breaking out, Im|
Calcutta, as in- Bombay,
iable to note in the British papers |

feult to conduct at this time.

1able to help them in their strug

w

Be Smeared

Majorit); of Pedp-te~ In
Starvation Rule of the French Army

Fiqht Against

By RUTH JEFFREY

alist . uprisings have - turned
byrla into a powder-keg of thé
Near East, and the N. Y Times
11, 1941
‘that “only_a miracle. has pre-
vented a revolution {rom taking
place.” Yet the past two or
-three weeks have found the cap-
italist press minimizing
continued trouble in Syria—

| dismissing it as Nazi-inspired

propaganda activity.

- What is’ really going on
L Syria? The MILITANT sent
reporter to .obtain information |
‘from well-informed Syrian sourc
s in New York City.

in}

"NATIO.NALISM STRONG
The interviewed Syrians were

native country.

| Nationalist movement in Syria—
i Al-Katlat-gl- Watanyat—is itself:
 responsible for the mnation-wide |
uprisings,”
cally. “Ninety percent of the Syr
{ian people are actively involved

they stated categori

in the movement for national in--
and have never
cepted peacefully their country’s

irole as a mandate of France.”
A land with few resourees, Syr

ia’s strategiec importance as out:

tlet of the oil pipe-lines between
 Palestine and ¥rag, and ‘as .a
 ridor to Turkey, has kept her aff
L unwilling slave of world imperial-

ism. Following World War I, this

|small Mediterranean nation was a
| bone tossed te France, while Eng- |

land gathered in all the surround:

| ing’ Arab world of tie Near HEast. |
| The' subsequent histery of Syria
as a mandate of bankrupt French

imperialism has been for its 3,000,

1000 ‘Arab populatien an unretiev:

ed tale of natien-wide starvation‘
and nation-wide revolt.
“For. two' years,’” the Symans

For the past month Nation<

the |

unick to destroy any iHusion re-|
‘g‘arding German streng:th in their A
“Tie powerful |

ac- |

cor-

| explained, “between 1925 cand
v192'7‘, Syria,‘ under the lea‘der‘sh’i;‘)
of such men as Shukri Gowatli,
tio'n against the Trench, which
 signed by the government of
France, providing for “comiplete
‘Syrian - independence by 1937

‘This promise of jndependence,
blandly broken by France has emy:
| bittered a hundred-fold atl but the

| Lebanon, and who constitute there
a Catholic majority loyal to ‘the
French

FRANCE STARVED SYRIA

| gold has been drained by’ des
|perate - France were featured “ofi’
' front pages throughout the world
on. March -27th. (See accompany-
ing - map.) France’s answer to
| Syria, which rejected the worth-

her, was to send. the smouldering
mandate a new High Commission:
er. His first acts in office were
to drain the country of its b‘rea’d
supply for shipment to Frande,
and the starving population has
continued to revolt.

Would the. country prefer  the
‘rule of Germany, as recent news
reports seem to indicate? “Em-
 phatically ““No!’,” our informants
replied. “First and foremost Syria
demands her independence. But if
.>90% of our people are opposed: to
French rule, 100% would be oppos-
led to Nazi rule. The Arab peo-
 ples are sick of . oppression and
'will not: forget that Adolf Hitler,
butcher of the Jews lists the Arabs
even below the Jews in his sacred
book, ‘Mein Kampf’.”

Do enlightened ‘Syrians believe
| that it will be ‘possible under pre-
tsent world conditions for Syria to
. |obtain her independence? “For

Ilth

Where Revelt Flares

carried on a bitter armed revotu-|

ceased only with a peace treaty |

Maronite ten percent who inhabit |’

Recent wide- -spread 1*evolts of a '
poverty-st1 icken populatlon whose 5

Iess paper money France issued to |

'day belong to’ the Soeialist: Youth:
 tionalist movements, accor dlng te

tinued uprisings could have been|
predicted beforéhand.
ists the existence of a Socialist|

The Nationalist Revolt In Syria Cannot|
The Nazi Brush

®

suread Nationahst uprlsmgs m the prm-
A epm, Homs Damascus and. Beirut.

cally She ‘even’ has to, xmport her
| matehes!”,” he said with a smite.

A SOCIALIST MO‘VEMENT

_The reporter. from The MILE
TANT explained this paper’s point
‘of view: that revolutionaty Marx:

bring the Arab peoples the answer
to their problemy of independénce.
I questioned them: regarding the
existence of a soclahst mevement
in Syria.-

“Yes, indeed,” one ‘a‘nswereé
“There is a socialist movement.
Directed by the exiled Sahadi, myi-|
litant youth leader now in Brazil,
20,000 or 30,000 Syrian youth to-

Organization, Al-Kawmi.”
The entire * English-eontrolled |
Al“"‘ab.\ ‘world of the Near East is
alive with, intensely popular Na-

the Syrians 1nterv1ewed

" Syria, which has literally no-|
thing to lose but_her chains i the
focal point—and ‘the present coni:

" To Marx-

,myself,’I have few illusi‘ons,”v ou

vl Youth organiZation,thete is a sign

ists ‘beliove only socialismi can]

 has followed a policy. of inciting

‘divigion on religious lines in Sy-

'8, minority of Christians who com-

tor, ‘The Lebamion.

ot the g1 eatest hope for the. futur
vmtofy of Somallsm in the se1n11
ce}oma\ “Tands of the Near East

HOW FRANCE RULED

* French imperialism. administer-
ed its rule of Syria by methods
' similar to. those ' perfected by
British imperialismy. .

 Just as the British government

Mostems and Hindu§ against each
othier in Indig, and Jews'and
Arabs agamst each other in Pal
estme, $0 the French 1u1e1s have
pelsistently attempted to -ereate

ria on the theory of “d1v1de and
rule.”

"While the bulk of the Syrian
population’ is Meslem, there are

pose a majority in one small sec-

-This latter small territory was
set up as-a separate Republic of
Lebanon in. September, 1920, for
the purpose of fostering this re-
ligious divi 1s;on and keeping the
| entire native population embroil-
ed against e'wh other, '

The Syrian natlonahsts have

‘I'self“on. ‘November 20, 1933.

"| the ovepwhelming

! Freneh~ rule over the]r country. ‘g

“TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP”

" "The French government engin-
eered & “treaty of friendship” be:
tween a few native tools and it
_But
| the "Nationalists, .who. represented
portion of the
| iative population, refused to ac:
cept- this woerthless piece of paper.

1" As-an answer to the Nationalist

‘demands ‘for complete indepen-

-| dence, , the. Freneh' High Commis-

sioner dlctatm ially suspended the
Syrlan Parhament in November,
11934, ‘He attempted to govern by

‘ absolute ‘decree through -a puppet

Premier, Sheikh Taj.
~8ix weeks of violent riots and'

R protracted strikes ensued in early

1936, and Sheikh Taj was forced

- to resxgn

7 ALL RIGHTS SUSPENDED

“In’an ef‘foxt -to appease the
| populat ~ discontent, the French
‘pérmitted: an election ih Decem:
‘ber,,lQSG, and Hashem El Atassi
was elected pi'es‘ident of the State
Lof .Syria. Il Atassi and his Cabi

[ net resigned in July, 1939, in pro-

test against the-violation of the

‘| promises of the French 'govern:

never- -voluntarily = accepted

‘ment, made in 1936, to grant com-
plete pational independence.

Gabriel Puaux, the French Highf "

Commissioner, then’ dietatorially
suspended the Constitution, ap-
pointed -a puppet board of diree:

tors and ruled the mandated area |
- fageist press felicitously .put it:

by complete decree. '
Twenty-one years of French do-
mination. over the lives of the

Syrian people have brought only]

direst exploitation and continuous
violence against them. But the
day appears not far off when tlie
Syrian people arve going to break
the bonds of their enslavement

along with all the colonial peo-|

ples of Asia and Africa.

’

ribe to the

Subs

Fourth In ternattonal” '

(Continued from Pago 4)

of the conditions of the Ameri-

“They then told me somethmg
of the workers organizations in

‘India. Organization among ecer- |

tain groups of workers, including
longshoremen, is

militancy in struggle, and are

particularly suppressed by the}

lest their
impulse to

British authorities,

other workers.

“Among the jute and textile
workers, there are legal unions,

a hint of the continuous strug-
gles taking place, despite the fact,
as the Jlongshoremen
me, that strikes were very diffi-
Al
strikes are 1mmed1ate1y physwan
The strikers are]

which they are hicky ever to-come

{out alive. The British authorities |
impose 10 to 20 years at hard la-

ibor just for striking. ,

“A few lines at the bottom of
a Calcutta newspaper will tell |
that so many and so many were |}
killed in a. strike yesterday. Qne
. day I read in such a brief and
| easual item of over 100 workers
 being killed. But th~ papers never
| mentioned anything chout umens
or give details.

“When I told the longs?v\remen
 that the time would come when
the American workers would be

 gles, they became very excxted
‘and enthusiastic. . They stated
thot they weére very anxious teo
| get the ald of the American saii-
ors and hoﬁed thdat we iould

| ers word of their conditxons and
 struggles.

Hish government’'s war efforts.

illegal. |
| Nevertheless, the workers main-
| tain' aw illegal organization. The |
 longshoremen have a tradition of

1 wasl
| leftward tendency taking place in |

informed |

bring back te the American work-|

“They were all bltterly opposed; ny

I
 found this same sentiment every-
| where 1 went, incidentally. Al
| the enthusiasm for the war was|
in -the controlled press. But no-
-whére else. The papers were car-
rying big ads for recruits to the
farmy, but I heard that the re-
sults were very meager. Among
| all types of native peoples whom
I met, from many different sta-
tions of life, I got the sameé res-|
ponse on my questions about the
war. They didn’t want any . part]
of it. I wouldn’t want to be a
British official in India when the
natives start demonstrating in
earnest their ‘loyalty’ to the gov-
| ernment,

OPPOSED TO WAR

“From these same longshore-
| men I heard some significant pol-
itical remarks. They seemed to
feel that there was 'a tremendous

India. They stated flatly that only
 foree would drive the British out.
‘I \a,sl;ted about Ghandi. They dec-
 lated that he was losing much
support among his followers. They
| said he was getting rich in the
pay of the British. I cannot tell
how widespread this idea is, but
other workers I spoke to had the
same viewpoint.

“In reference to Ghandi: and
the native capitalists he repre-
| «*

. sents, who have aided the British
- in maintaining their rule, one of
 the ‘You
' American workers have only one |
club to dodge. We have two.’ By

longshoremen said,

eign exploiters combined.”

- TALKES WITH ARMY OFFICER
. The young sailor then related
| conversation that he had accident.
L ally struck up with a native dock
official. The official was a Moham-
‘medan and a lieutenant in the
 army. He was well-dressed, but
was lﬁai@.only one-third as muct |
 as ordirary American seamen, al
ithough he held the highest army
post gpen to natives of India.
“I doon discovered that he was
'an ardent. nationalist apnd hated
 the British ~‘W~h"e’n‘ T told him of

[ did from an army officer in the |
| pay of the British. ‘There is no

| only develop after she has won

| The British have strangled it.
| The British say that if they left
 the country the Mohammedans

. war. This is an outright lie, The
 British themselves are deliberate- |
Iy stirring up econflict between
- the two native groups. But we

' whe strangle us both?’” .

 that he meant the native and for- |

independence move_rnent, ‘ he ex-
pressed: deep .apprecia-tion.
- “Then_he told me his ideas,

which amazed me, coming as they

reason for this appallmg misery,”
he told me. ‘We have all the nat- |
ural reseurces to become a great
industrial country, But India can.

her independence. In the last few
years in.  particular, there has|
been little industrial development.

and Hindus would turn the coun-
try inte a shambles in a religious

should umite. That is our enly
solution. Why—-when we are all
one in this filth and misery—
should we not unite against those

“I don’t imagine the British re-
gard - the native seoldier-recruits|
with too mueh -trust. I've told
| you abeut this high-ranking na-
tive officer. 1 oecasienally witness-
led native soldiers marching by.|
They were invariably led by Brit-
ish officers on horsekbgclg. I man-
aged a brief conversation with a
couple of. native soldiers on guard
| near ‘the docks. T found out they
 were very digsatisfied with their
pay — $4 or §5 a month.”

FEELINGS OF BRITISH
SEAMEN

He recalled an interesting meet-
ing with some British seamen off
a captured French freighter.

“They had been having a pret-
ty tough time of it. They asked
us for hand-outs and spare eigar-.
ettes. I saw them pick up our dis-
carded cigarette butts. They have
been receiving as little as $20 a
month pay. Although many of
them are maryied, they. get scar-
cely any news -from home, and
some of them have been away
from their homes for three and
fout years. They have to send
every penny of their pittance |
home, and haVe northmg for them-
1 | selves.

“These Bmtlsh seamen tola us

to the war and to aiding the Brit- | m3

"ment sent out a battleship which

 ien are getting for travelling in.
| the war zone. They were astound-

 porations were making out of the

| was no centralized or leading re-
:volutmnary organization at pre-

} professed Trotskyists, but under

that: there have been strikes on a
| number of ‘British boats. -In at
least one mstance( the govern-

took over an entire ship. The

[ leaders or ‘trouble-makers’ were |

shot. Other seamen were given 10
year prison sentences at hard
labor. :

. “They were eager to trade

ideas with us. They. wanted to |
| know all about the war bonuses

whiech the American union sea-

ed to learn that we were getting
three times.as much regular pay
as they. They wanted to see Hit-
ler defeated but they expressed
quite . bitter hatred for their own
capitalists. They mentioned the
huge profits the British -cor-

war: sacrifices of the common
people. They were - particularly

; angry about the taxes, and spoke |
 of the 101 different taxes on feod,
ete ...

'TROTSKYISM IN INDIA

Did he come gicross any evid-

lutionary sentiment in India? .
- “My impression was that there

sent in Indla. But there was a
general revolutiorfary sentiment
| which would enable such an or-
 ganization to grow very quickly.
~“I 'did manage to meet several

cirecumstances which do not per-
mit me to diselose any details.
Suffice to say, there are Fourth
‘Internationalists in India.

“I did notice, both in Bombay
Land Caleutta,
works, particularly his. ‘History
of the Russian Revolution’ were
-widely displayed in the book
shops. I went into one Calcutta
 book-shop and -asked the dealer

Then he saml ‘that” he had heard |
ini, was comlng out. soon, and that

 about it: While he was telhng me

| would be available.”
ATTITUDE TOWARD INDIAN |

that Trotsky’s |

if he had -any other Trotsky.
L works beside the ‘History. He'
showed me a couple of others.
that Trotsky’s last book, on Stal-

 he had veceived many. inquiries | ‘H

i slowdowns

 Further Betailm of the Excluswe Story of War Condihon s Among thé Workers inh Brmsh Ruled Tndla

[

asking ‘when the ‘Stalin’

NATION AL CONGRESS
“What had he been able to learn
about the Indian National Con-

gress?
“The Congress now represents !

the small group of native bour-
geoisie almost exclusively. And
these feel more in a blind alley

taken away, because the British |
no }o'nger have any confidence -in

‘the native bourgeois leader’s abil-
ity to stem the tide of wevolt. I
did not come across any signs of |

enthusiasm for this group. Their

only sign of protest at-the treat-
ment they are now being given
by the British rulers is to resign |

from the National Congress. But

| they are a miserable lot. Even
‘when they resign, they take pains |
rto make it elear to the masses|
i that their actions are
| misunderstood as suggestions for
- mass revolt.

ences of an international revo-  dence in the British promises any

not to be
" No one ‘has confi-

longer. In fact, T learned that. the

‘papers which used to play up the

British pi‘omises, don’t bother -to

| mention them any more. The Brit-

ish no longer make promlses a‘ny-
way.”

“Ill tell you omne thing about
the people of India, though. They
hate the British rule with an

»‘everlastlng hate. You can feel it

like a 1ive thing in the air. T- felt
it by indirection, just as a for:

[ eigner, -even wlien 1 was buying]

something at some small street
store. Until T let my sympathles
be known, that is.

“Everywhere you go, you hear
the British refered to as ‘gona-

get to the Hindu word. It means
‘bastard’—with special trim-
mings I hear shop-keepers, work-

as”"Brltnsh pigs. ¥ didn’t - hear
 anything about 9Joyalty’ to the
British Empire. But I did. hear,

as these:

thls, several others 1n the’store ;

" mand for increased production.

gathered around us and began ‘
book |

than during- the last war. All
their old privileges are being |

—of war.

| metika’—that’s as close as I can|

ers, beggars refer to the Bntlsh_

wherever I went, such sentiments |.
‘Now is the ttme‘ andf-

Nazi War Economy |
==Some Fiction

And Some "Factﬁst

- D mer——
N,
| —

By JACK WEBER.

The war economy of ‘aseism‘has\ hypnotized
many non-Marxists with the idea that German:
» fascism has built a new kind of social system’
These people give Hitler credit for miraculous
powers, including the ability to completely control
wages,  prices, production — and even erises!
Dwight MacDonald even calls fascist war economy
planning for use! ° :

‘Hitler was fortunate in coming to }jou’el; just
as the economic cycle of world cap talism was
turning upwards. His political victory over the.
disunited workers permitted the capitalist 'class
to stabilize their economy and to reestablish pro-
fits -at the direct expense of the wages and: 1livin;
standards of the workers, Hitler “fixed” wages at
then lowest level attalned during the crisis, angd
“then attempted (witholut complete success) to kee i
them. there. :

He then turned immediately. to the 1ea1m‘z
ment of Germany and to preparations for w
This not only:“solved” - the unemploymetit: prob-
lem: by abserbing seven million unemployed, but .
soon created a shortage of labor, The tremmendous
speed of rearmament was rendered possible by
the oemplete domination- of monopoly capitali's‘m
and the utter 1mpotence of the working class.

Hitler’s tommyrot about ;
women staying at home. Women young and old.
flocked ‘into the factories. Today there are seven
million in factories and offices, not counting tho
.giving ferced labor on the farms. A millien work-
ers were taken from the farms between 1932 and.
1937. [This actually resulted in a decline in ag:
cultural output -in the latter year. Even handi-
craftsmen were forced into the factories. As the.
“The -handicrafts-
man must be forcibly led to his happiness.”

Forgotten was all

“Controlling” Wages And Prices

The wage schemes of monopoly ¢apitalism seon
struck a snag in the war economy, Such“an eco-
nomy (in the United States, England, or Germany’)
demands reduced investments in new capital, the
depletion of existing capital in order to supply
‘the vast funds needed by the government from
savings and capitalist surplus, and also reduced
personal -consumption. . Carried too far, personal
consumption comes into conflict with war'g d
However, when
labor productivity declined under the - terrible
strain in Germany, the bosses were forced to raise
wages, especially in the speeded-up war industries,
Then the competition for labor, especially skilled
labor, nullified all the laws and agreements. Wages
"had to be rlold up, fo secure Iabor—and to prevent

Lo |91 sr e T T

Nazi - price control is no dlﬁelent from that
"of England or of the United States, except that
here it is starting later. The boards set up for
“planning” and for price control are the same
as here. Here Stettinius, Knudsen and Hender-
son sit with the generals. There Krupp, Schroeder
and their confreres not only sit with the génerals
but have themselves been given the glittering uni-
forms of generals and named “leaders” of th'ein .

own monopolist enterprises. Prices are set in the 4
usual manner in which monopoly capitalism gets
prices. It would requn‘e more than this ¢olumn
to quote the complaints and exposures in the Nazi
press itself regarding the methods of price ‘evas
sion, rendered easy by the private control of pro-

ductlon and distribution.

Fascist “Planning Equals Anarchy
How about “planning”? Marx long ago pointed

out the distinction between the ordered planning

/inside the factory under capitalism—and the re-
sulting aharchy of production in society. Planning
‘for use means pla,nning- for the whoele of soci

s0 as to meet all the needs of peoﬁ)le and raise
their living standards. In fascist Germany pr :
duction by monopely capitalism for war braed
Ger-
"man economy is being wrenched for the purposes
The same thing is occurring in Engla,nd
and Wlll accur here.

admittedly increasing misery of the masses.

‘Im 1935 the share of capital goods to consumers
goods in Germany was 55% as against 45‘%. In
1938 it was 62% as against 38%. In the ten years
between 1928 and 1938 total inconie went up 26&%.'
But the productlon of consumers’ goods dropp_dk
‘one-third! The awful fear of mflatlon 1nher:
“in these figures, the vision of another 1923, drove
Secretary of State ‘Brinkmann out 6f his min
six weeks after taking the place of Schacht. x

Hitler’s ‘New Order’ Lives By Loatt
Hitler has gambled on heing able to solve th
anarchy of German-capitalist eeonemy by rebbing :

the -peoples of Burope. Are farm laborers nee
in Germany" Then send mllhons of conquered p; Q-'
ples and soldiers there as slaves. Does Germs B
need to replace its badly worn machinery? Then
dismantle the factories of the rest of Europe and
send the machines to Germany. Are congun
goods needed by the German masses? Then tak
them away from the inferior races and let the
starve! This is the “planning” of fascist capital-
ism that requires the looting of all Europe to”a
tempt to make good its own a,na.rchy.

So long as the state continues to give ord
to German fac‘tories, 80 Ioﬁg ag ‘War industry ex:
pands, the capitalists need not ~wor1‘y‘ about vmajr-
kets for their g‘oods.‘ But the distorting o_fyhy(‘}e
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'PROGRAM FOR TODAY'S FIGHT

1. No union fig-leaves for govern-

"ment strikebreaking. Demand that trade

union officials resign from all posts in the
government, including the OPM and' the -
Natlonal Mediation Board.

' 2. Organize the picket lines for all-
_ out militant defense against the thuggery
of company hoodlums and govemment
 cops.

- 3. Organize Umon Defense Guards
to protect the picket lines and union halls
’fyagamst ‘law and order commlttees, ‘and
“all other anti-labor bands.

. 4. Call an immediate halt to all acts
of hostility between the AFL and CIO
‘f; whlch serve the bosses’ strlkebreakmg-.

5. Demand the. unification of the
l' AFL and CIO on the basis of preserving
and extending the mdustrlal form of er-
gamzatlon.
6. Independent working class polmc-
al action. Build an Independent Labor
: Party.
3 irdd Expropnate the war mdustrles
and operate them under workers’ control.

8. For a rising scale of wages. to meet

the rlsmg cost of hvmg

Stlll More Hypocrlcy

Only the approprlate ‘incident” is being await-
ed before this nation will be plunged into full
military participation -in.the war. :

The Roosevelt administration is makmg cer-
tain that the “incident” will come and soon.

Defeat of the British in the Balkans has given
the administration the favorable atmosphere it has
sought in which to launch its next big step to war:
‘naval convoys for boats carrying war supplies to
America’s imperialist war ally, Great Britain.

No one could mlsunderstand last week’s state-
‘ment of Frank Knox that “ways must be found”
to get goods to Britain safely, or the companion

tatement of Cordell Hull that “such aid must

each its destination in the shortest of tlme and

n maximum quantlty

. Stripped -of all dxplomatxc phraseology, this
eans naval convoys. This means a preparation .
or: the 1mmedlate “incident” which spells war.

- And yet, despite the fact that everyone is fully
ware.that this is the deliberate plan of the admin-
Jistration, Roosevelt must still play the game of

subterfuge and hypocrisy, the game which he has
- pursued with each succeeding stage of the devel-

opments of ‘his war program.

Roosevelt does not come out for convoys. He :

: ssxduously avoids the phrase. He merely declares

that he is extending the already existing “naval

patrols“ into wider areas and, wherever necessary,
't’ the seven seds.

No one can possibly be fooled by this tricky
evice. “Naval patrols” will become full+fledged
convoys with the same . easy transition whereby
Rmsevelts “short-of-war” campaign pledge be-
came “risk-of-war.”

In the very manner‘ of his' devious methods,
one detects the character of the war to  which
Roosevelt is committed. It is a war for sordid ends
.and material purposes. It is a war in which the
true aims of the war-mongers may not be stated. It
is a war of imperialism, a war in which American

capitalism is pitted against Axis capltahsm for the :

right to exploit the earth.

If Roosevelt seems to hesxtate to state thmgs
by their right names, to call convoys; convoys,
ind not “naval patrols , that is merely essential
aution in putting over an undertakmg behind the
backs of the people’ and agamst their will.

’l”hls nation is gomg to' war just ds qu1ckly as

Roose\elt can shove, drag or club it into-doing so.

~And this war will not be halted until the Ame-
rican masses, together W1th the oppressed of all na

tions, put an end to the i

{alism from which this

Al

Australlan Dllemma

- The Australian- Labor Partyis in a spot; Tt has
the last thmg in the world it really wants—a maj-
ority in Parliament.

For a party adhering to a- program of * grad-
ual” acquisition of power by- labor through parl-
1amentary means, this is’ theoretically * the “very
height of their hopes-even though it -does come
through the death of a government member,wiping
out a prevxous slim government majority.

‘But does the Labor -Party leadership want to
take the responsibility of power? Not on your life.
Like its counterpart in England, the Labor Party
“leaders” have no program of their own to offer
the workers. They provide only a palr of overalls
for the bourgeois rulers to parade in. In the pre-
sent critical war situation, they are content to
dance while the imperialist Neroes fiddle.

~ But a'real way out of the crisis? A road for:
ward for Australian workers? Don’t ask the Aus-
tralian Labor Party bosses about. that....they’ll
be ‘too busy ﬁgurmg out a way not to take power.

A Pact Of ‘Liberation’

We see by the Daily Worker of April 24th that .
the Chinese Communist- Party hailed the Soviet-

Japanese pact as a'“definite contribution to the p

cause of Chinese liberation against the Japanese

invaders.”

We can only ask: If Stalin stops sending arms
to the Chinese people, will the pact still be a “de-
finite contribution to the cause of Chinese libera-
tion against the Japanese invaders”? And if 250,-
000 Japanese soldiers now stationed on the border
between Manchukuo and the Soviet Union are re-
leased by the treaty for military operations against
the Chinese armies, will the pact still be a “definite
contribution to the -cause of Chinese hberatlon
agamst the japanese mvaders?”

¥

Meanmgless Decision

The 'millions of poverty-stncken Negroes slav-
ing away on the farms in the south and in the fac-
tories in the north will find very little cause for re-
joicing at the decision of the Supreme Court of the

- United States which asserts that Negroes traveling
on first-class railroad tickets from state to state
must be furnished with pullman accommodations.

The decision. does not do' away with the Jim-
Crowism on railroads. ‘The railroads still have the
right to separate white from black. It simply pro-
vides that if a Negro: purchases a pullman tlcket
“he must be given pullman accommodatlons

For Arthur W. Mitchell, Negro -Democrat1>c
-Congrgssman from Chicago, and the handful of
- Negroes who can afford to ride pullman, the de-
cision can be considered somewhat of a victory,
even though they still must ride apart from the

“superior” whites, -

' But for the Negro masses, the “victory” is ab-
solutely meaningless. The majority of the Negro
masses haven’t the fare to ride in coaches, let alone
in pullmans. For them there will be no real victory
_until their standard of living will enable them to
_ride in pullmans and until all forms of discrimina-
tions will be destroyed. And this can be achieved
not by a Supreme Court decision, but by the united
-efforts of Negro and white workers.

Oil On War Flames °

John D. Rockefeller, Jr. is pouring a little
Standard Oil on the flames of war. In a letter to
the N. Y. Times the billionaire urged Roosevelt to

» convoy arms and war materials- (oil included, no
. doubt) to Britain’s door.

“We of the Americas should stand by the Brit-
ish Empire to the limit and at any cost.” America’s
foremost “‘philanthropist™ can easily-afford to give
. away a few more million lives and bllllOﬂS of dol-
lars—belonging to others!

Rockefeller also- demanded that all labor dis-
putes and stoppages be barred for the duration of
the war and that the government proceed to get rid
of “Red” and “fifth-column” instigators of the re-

‘ cent strikes. The businessmen and Congressmen
who have been how]mg the same are only eChOes of
“their master’s voice. ' : '

Well, Roosevelt has conceived intervention in
the war, J. P. Morgan and Thomas Lamont have
blessed it, and now Rockefeller has baptized it. It

‘ seems to be all over but the shooting, boys!

: T v s 3 i '\'
Byrnes Appointment
The New York Times, April 30, reported that

Roosevelt in a White House interview, indicated
that he is preparing to appoint Jim-Crow Senator,

James ‘F.. Byrnes, poll-tax Democrat from South
Carolina, to the Supreme Court vacancy.:

The Times indirectly quotes the President as
sdying that when he finally names his choice “he
hoped the people of South Cdl’()llnd would not be
dlsappomted AT :

“A ldrge propomon .of the people of South Caro—
lina are going to -be more than "dlsappmnted e
They will be downright enraged. They are the
-Negro workers andshare-croppers against' whom

‘ Byrnes has a two-decade record of v1c10u5Negro-

and antl-Negro legxslatlv

How To
To Flght Fascnsm"
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'Daily Worker’ Atfq.cks Our ‘Military POI‘icy B,ut“'Offers,'
No Alternative Program; Stalinist 'Paei"fis‘m‘ I?fi'ehrms Workers

~ American workers in ever -in-
creasing  numbers are beginning
seriously to consider and to -dis-
cuss the military policy advocated
by the Socialist Workers Party as
part of a genuine struggle against
imperialibt war, and the threat ot

| Fascism,

‘'The ' Stalinist. leadership -has

| become alarmed — alarmed .be-

cause the rank and file of the]
Stalinist Party, sincere- revolu-
tionists, -cannot ' but come eventy-
ally to seé the difference between
the revolutionary political hne of
our party and the -semi- paciﬁst
semi-isolationist: attitude of the
Stalinist party. =

“The \Stelimst‘]‘ press - finds it
once again’ necessary by its usual
metliods to “expose’ and discredit
‘the “Trotskyists, .and, ‘above all,
to eenter the-attack on our mih-
tary policy.

' STALINIST FRAME-UP

This. time the .editors of the
Daily Worker have ripped out of
its' context. part of 'a sentence
from our May Day Manifesto.
Upon this basis they try to erect
an entire political frame-up in an
editorial entitled, “Trotskyist Poi-

| (Daity Worker, April- 28).

There, was once a-man who un-
dertook to demonstrate that the
Bible is the most corrupt, sacrile-
geous hook ever written. He made
but one c¢ondition: that he be al-
lowed -to delete one little: word,

~—“NOT”~~from:  the:: Ten Com-‘
mandments. The condltlons for
Stalinlst “demonstrations" are far
crudex 7

WHAT WE SAID

After presenting our
policy,
states:

“Yes, we want the workers to
become expert in all the military
arts. We don’t want the bourgeois
officer caste -to. have" life-and-

military
our May -Day Manifesto

}more than we ‘want:
have' that right-in the factories.
It the workers. must fight,” then

ship of men whom they: can
trust — their own fellow ‘work-
ers, chosen by them as their of-
ficers.”

AN OLD TRICK i

Out of this paragraph, the Dai-
ly Worker has extracted the
phrase: “If - the workers must
fight, then they shall fight under
the leadership of men whom they
can ‘trust.” And this phrase they
pretend proves once’and for all
that the Trotskyists are support-
ers of the imperialist war; that
the Trotskyists *disseminate the
}lie that this war is a war of de-
mocracy against Fascism (i. e. the
policy which the Stalinists them-
selves advanced duting the days
of the Peoples’ Front); that. the
Trotskyists are the allies of Lon-
don-Wall Street and the British
‘Labor Party, and the Lovestone-
ites and Norman-Thomasites, etc.
ete.,, (Hitler- and the Mikado are
not included in the list, because
they are, after all the allies of
Stdlin); and last but not least,
that the Trotskyists are a ‘‘gang
of spies and wreckers.”

To ‘believe the Ddily ‘Wml.m,
our military policy 'is onlv a
1 “clumsy vanetmn" of ‘the “policy
of the British Labor Party, and
besides — and this ig the. oldest
| slander of all! — it ¥ a prepar-
ation for -ledding an imperialist
dSS&Ull‘. on the Soviet: Union. Our
Manifesto  itself is dismissed as
a “hash of cunning verbmgc, in
whick there is not & single word
of cr iticism. of the war: plans’ of
the United States Twiperialisn.” |

sis in the original). These: con-
temptible hirelings of the: Krem-
lin apparently: believe not . only
that American workers cannot

|read for themselves but that, as

in Modcow, no one dare challenge
their brazen lies for fear of G.P.U.
reprisals.

OUR MILIT‘ARY LINE.

- Our military policy is present-
ed as follows in the May Ddy Man-
ifesto: :

Military M‘dining of warkers,
financed . by the government, un-
der the control of the - trade un-
ions! ‘ :
The establishment of special -of-
ficers’ training camps, financed by

the trade unions to train workers
to become officers!

son, Against the Peace Fight” |
"IN WAR AS IN PEACE

: death controlever- the men; any;
4He boss to

they shall fight- under the leader-

(Daily Worker, April 28, empha-|

the gquernment and controlled by ||

Full equality for\Negroes in the | mmim———

armed forces — down with Jim
Crowism!

This is what the Stalinists are
really opposing. This is what
they attack’ without daring to
quote directly in their editorial.
Why"

LIFE AND DEATH :
The question of military train-
ing 'is a life-and-death question
for the workers, not only in
America but in the whole world.
*So far as military training itself
is concerned, the workers have
no choice. They are not free to
choose whether or not to accept
military  training, no more than
any -worker is {free to choose
whether of not to work for his
livelihood. Workers must go. into
the Army just as they must seek
jobs in factories, — so long as
_capitalism continues to exist. The
very same forces in society that
.turn men into slaves in factories
in’ peace-time, — this same capi-
tdlism transforms workers into
slaves of the military machine in
war-time.

This is denied only by those
who do not understand that war
is today an integral part of life
under capitalism.

"The class conflicts which are
tearing our society apart mani-
fest themselves in time of war
just as they -do in peace-time,
with this difference, that the mil-
itary aspect penetrates -every
sphere of social activity. Modern
wars are totalitarian, indepen-
dently of whether they are led
by Hitler or Churchill or
evelt; because modern wars are
waged not by isolated armies but
by entire nations. Even women
and children become cogs in the
war-machine.

All the vital questlons, all the
problemns of the ‘working class, as
of all classes in society, are posed
in war-time in mnaked -military
form.: “That’ ds: why Lenin wrote
dur‘mg the first imperialist war,
on November 1, 1914, that “to re-
fuse military service, to strike
against war, ete. is simply stupid;
it is a wretched and cowardly
dréam of -an unarmed struggle
against the armed bourgeoisie; it
is a yearning for the destruction
of capitalism without a desperate
civil war or a number of wars.”

AID CAPITALISM
To refuse military training, tc

self as of no concern to the work-
ers or harmful to their interests
actually constitutes an unwilling-
ness to prepare the workers for
the essential tasks confronting
them in this period of stark mil-
tarism, thus leaving them defense-
less in the hands of the capitalist
class.

Trained and led by the officer-
caste of the bosses the workere

pate in imperialist wars, for im-
perialist aims.

WORKERS HAVE CHOICE
But the American workers do
have and can make a choice when
it comes to such questions as mil-
itary training by whom? military
 training under whose - control?
military training for what?
*-If the millions of workers or-
ganized in the CIO, the AFL and
the Railway Brotherhoods demana
military training under trade un-
ion control, no power on earth
could deny their will, Yes, In
the present conditions this de-
mand is -not only desirable burt
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1that is,

Roos-

represent military training in it-!-

have no choice except to partici-,

o

'Wholly realizable. It would tons-

titute a tremendous gain for the|
workers, and pave the way for a
‘real struggle against the imperi-
‘alist war, against Fascism, ana
for the institution of Socialism.

{A BIG DIFFERENCE

Nothing could be falser than
the¥argument. that after all fu
makes no difference whether the
trade unions or the officer-caste
conp'ol‘ military training sinee
the leadership of the trade unions
is completely committed to im-
perialist policies, and,. it is true,
seeks only to harness the work-
ers to the war machine. But the
leadership of the trade unions is
one thing and the  millions of
workers who still follow the pre-
sent corrupt leadership are some-
thing else again:. It is impermis-
sible to identify the organizations
of the working class with the
leadership. - g

The conflict between the mass
of organized workers and the
leadership which supports the im-
perialist war will deepen month
by month, week by week,
even day by. day. It is precisely
on the réality'of irreconcilable
class interests and class conflicts,
precisely - on proletarian
| organizations that Marxists must

ing,_,and preparing the masses at
every stage of the process.  The
leadership of the trade unions can
be changed overnight and
without a military struggle —
whenever the overwhelming mass
of the workers are prepared and
ready to take this step. But they

revolutionary leadership either in
the trade union movement or on
the political arena. Meanwhile the
class struggle continues, under
war-time conditions. = Military
| training under trade-union con-
trol, even under the - initial lead-
ership of social patriots, would
immediately provide the workers

zations, the real means whereby
they can preserveitheir trade un-
ions, ' their press,
liberties, against Fasmst attack at
home or abroad.

WHAT KIND OF PEACE?
It is not accidental  that the

on precisely that plank in our
program ' which exposes most
completely the fake Stalinist
“struggle” against - imperialist
war. The policy of the. Daily
Worker is best characterized as
semi-pacifist and semi-isolation-

of ‘peace at any price.

Their “struggle’” against the
imperialist war is to call for
peace. Who is to institute this
peace? What kind of peace can
the jmperialists ever arrive at?
The Stahmsts say, “a peoples
peace.” :

WHAT LENIN SAID

Here is what Lenin wrote on
March 29; 1915, in the midst of
the last imperialist slaughter,
against those who then also'\called
for termination of the imperial-
ist sla'ughter through a "‘demo-
.‘cratic peace”:

“One of the forms of befud-
dling the working class”, said
Lenin, “is pacifism and the ab-
stract advocacy of -peace.

“The propaganda for ‘peace in
the midst of the imperialist war.”
continued Lenin, “can only sow
‘illusions, can only corrupt the
proletariat by instilling in the
workers confidence in the human-
itarian spirit of the bourgeoisie
and can only turn the proletar:
iat into a plaything in the hands
of the secret dlplomacy of the
countries at war. In particular,
utterly false fis the idea of the
so-cAlled democratic peace with-
out a series of revolutions.”

A LENINIST PROGRAM e
Every word of Lenin’s denun-
today to the policy of the Stal-
inist leaders, which can lead, as
have all their past policies, only

| to disaster and defeat for the

masses.

- As aga.mst such a program, we
propose our military policy. On
our May Day -Manifesto, it is’

‘stated:

“Carry out these steps, crown

1 them - with the fOl‘l’lldthIl of a
~Workels and Farmers

Govern-
ment—and the real war against

‘Fascism can be waged to a suc-
.| cessful and speedy conclusion.”.

W here
We S tand

- k“_‘ By Albert Goldman

and |’

base themselves in educating,train- |-

are not yet prepared to accept|

1with “fheir - own militady 'organt-|

their political

Daily Worker centers its attack.

ist. Their policy is Stalin’s policy |

ciation of pacifist policies applies }

It is interesting and instructive to see ‘what con-
nection the various groupings in this country make

between the- war and fascism. In- their propagéndh; ;

with, reference _l:o the ‘war, how do they utilize the:

. fact that Germany is in the hands of the Nazis?
While we deny that this war is a struggle of ade—' '

‘mocracy against fascism, it is impossible to deny that

. ‘Germany is in the grip of fascism. Fascism therefore °

enters as an 1mportant factor in the sense that var-

" “ious groups utilize or fail to utilize it in “their. attx-
tude and propaganda in relation to the war.

Two political tendenmes exther 1gnore the exist-
ence of fascism entirely or relegate it to a place of

. secondary importance. They do not attempt to furn-’

ish an.answer to the problem agltatlng the minds* of
the workers: How to defeat fascism in Germany and
therefore prevent it from conguering this country?
An analysis of the attitude of the group that has

] shoved Lindbergh to the front as its' spokesman ‘and

the attitude of the Stalinist leadership shows that
these two groups are almost dlike in so far as they.
give no clue' to the solution of the problem mentioned
above. - ’

Lindberg And Stalinists Have N o’

Answer On Fight Against Fascism

The Stalinist press is exceedingly anxious at pre-
sent to distinguish itself from Lindbergh. In the early
days of the war there was a distinct tendency on the
part of the Stalinist leadership to make advances' to
Lindbergh, but thé decisive German victories in Eu-
rope and the consequent shift of policy on the part of
Stalin brought the flirtation of the Stalinists w1th
Lindbergh to a halt. Lindbergh’s fascist leanings and
connections was also an important factor in the Stal-
inist turn away from him. They ran the risk of losing
too many of their supporters by making an alhance
with Lindbergh and his friends.

N

In the speech Lindbergh delivered in New York on

April 28, he did not say a word about fascism. He
confined himself to what he termed the practical
question as to whether or not the United States, by
‘helping ‘England, can prevent a 'German victory.
Whether he is competent to deal with this question
and whether he is correct in replying to it in the ne-
gative are immaterial. The important point is that
_he ignored completely the question of fascism. By ig-

noring it he says in effect that so far as he is con-.

Acervned, he has absolutely nothing against it.

Let' it not be understood that Lindbergh'and his
group of fascist admirers are fifth-coluimnists in the
- sense that they would hke to deliver this country into
the clutches of Hitler. Such fifth columnists can exist
only in a small country that has to subject itself to
one or the other of the imperialist camps. No im-
_.portantifigure in. this‘country, no matter how greut
an admirer of Hitler he may be, would for one mo-

ment consent to having Hitler dominate the United )

States. The group behind Lmdbergh wants American
capitalism. to play not only .an independent but a

" dominant role in world affairs.

While Lindbergh stated that he would consider
"the defeat of the Bntlsh Empire a.tragedy, he did so
from the point of view of one who realizes that the
existence of the British Emsu'e is an excellent thing

for the continued existence’of the supremacy of im-
perialism. There is also no doubt that his.group would"

gladly pick up a few of the most important pieces of

a defeated British Empire. From the same general,

point of view the group behind Lindbergh would con-
sider a defeat of Hitler a tragedy. That might lead

to some very serious consequences to the stability of-

the capitalist system. The ideal for Lindbergh is a

negotiated peace where the three powerful capltahst’
ruling classes of the United States, of England and of .
Germany would work harmoniously to' exploit - the

rest of the world—naturally with American capital-

' ism getting the lion’s share. This is the program and

the hope of all the appeasers.
If no negotiated peace is possible then Lindbergh

obviously prefers-a German victory. He does not say -’
so specifically but no other conclusion is poss1ble His-

preference-is not motivated by pro- Germamsm but
by pro-fascism. A vietory of Hitler means that the
“wave of the future” comes that much closer to this
country. Not in the  sense that Hitler . wilk conquer

" this country but because the idea of: fasc1sm will gain

t1 emendous support.

The Stalinist Amtude Toward Fascism
If Lindbergh’s silence about fascism mdxcates that
he would like to see that system mtxodu,ced into this

country, the Stalinist silence with' reference to the .

same problem indicates that they have no program
for fighting fascism effectively. I do not-mean to say

that the Stalinist press is silent about fascism in gen- -

eral. I mean that the Stdllmst leadership, in its atti-

tude ahd propaganda with reference to the war, does -

not attempt to show what the w01ke1s ehould do' 1n y

order to defeat fascism.

Incontrovertible proof of that statement exists‘ ‘in o,

the program of the American Peace Mobillzétwn,

which must be considered the official program of the '
Stalinists. This program does not say a word: about

the problem of fascism and the war.

Again a warning is necessary. We do mnot claim- =

that the ignoring of the problem by the Stahmst

leadership indicates that it has thé same attitude as ',
. Lindbergh amd his group. Surely the vast majority of .

Communist pdrty members and sympathizers' are.
bitter foee of fascism. But, so far as the. Stalinist
leaders ‘are coneerned, they are Stalinists first and

* foremost,, that is, they fight for Stalin and no more.

Everything else is beconddly

The Stalinist lbddelbhlp 1gn01 es the problem. he-
dause it has no answer to it, An effective answer can
be made only by those who, like ourselves, see in the
taking of power by the working class the only road to"
destroy fascism everywhere, Only the revolutionary

camp can give such an answer. The Stalinist leadel- i

ship, tied as it is to Stalin’s foreign policy, can glvt '

no answer to this all-important. problem. That i is 'why :

the Stalinist leddershlp, like Lmdbergh’s group say

nothmg about it.




