ot Hesitate to-bomb-the-Syrian-{-

For A

Rising

Scale Of Wages

AILI

Formerly the SOCIALIST APPEAL

Official Weekly Organ of the Socialist Workers Party

'VOL. V—No. 21

NEW YORK,

N. Y. SATURDAY, MAY 24,

1941

FIVE (5) CENTS

e —

On The War Fronts

- U.S. War Entry
May Start With

Martiniq

Vichy's ‘Moves May Hasten Roosevelt’s
Plan To Take Over Th[e}Frenc_h Colony

Roosevelt and Churchlll suffered a serious dlplomatlc re-

verse when the Vichy governme
laboration” with Hitler. The real
not yet been revealed. It can be
pressure has ‘succeeded in compl
“order”.

"What motivated the Vichy

nt moved towards closer “col-
extent of the collaboration has
assumed, however, that Hitler’s
etely tying Vichy to his “new

rulers in taking a step which

they knew would surely bring them into- colhslon with British

and-American imperialism? It is
all in favor of fascism, but prior
perfectly willing to line up with
" Besides the pressure of Hitler,®
 the only valid explanation is that
the French 1u111~g class is con-
/ vinced that Hitler will come out
victorious and that it thexefme
" must look to him. in order to save
. gome part of its empire.
Another important factor in
the calculations’ of the Vichy
people is the feeling that they
can best keep the French work-
ers in subjection with the help
of Hitler.

An immediate result of the
agreement was the granting of
permission. for Nazi planes to land
in Syria on the way to help the
Iraq government fighting against
_ Pritish armies. The British did

airfields and the probability of a
real struggle between French and
PBritish forces is becoming ever
more serious.

THE HEMISPHERE MOVES

Another result was the appeal
of Roosevelt to the French people
not to follow their gover nment in
the policy of collaboration with
Hitler. The administration here
js worried most of all by the dan-
ger of Hitler’s gaining control of
the French possessions in the
Western Hemisphere and of Da-
kar in French West Africa, a pon
that is only about 1800 miles fr om
Brazil. )

The champwns of democracy
are now talking about seizing
Martinique, the Azores, Dakar
—all of course for the purpose
of saving democracy in South
America. The Western Hemis-
phere has now moved to Africa.

‘We have not heard any sugges-
tions from any of the democrats
that the people o_f' Dakar and
Martinique be given a chance for
‘their complete independence.

The Vichy government, that is,
Hitler, threatens to oppose with
force any attempt to seize part
of its Empire. The democratic
imperialists are thus faced with
" the dilemma of not seizing French
possessions and run the danger of
having Hitler ‘gain control of
them, or else /seizing them and
having Vichy join Hitler and add
considerably to his strength. -

Indications are that Roose-

. velt will not hesitate to-act if
he thinks that action is neces-
sary. In all probability Martip-
ique will be seized first because
he will Have less oppesition to
such a move. This would prols-
ably be as good a way as any
to get into the actual fighting.

The problem for Roosevelt is

to start the fighting under cir-

cumsiances where there will be
least opposition. It is best for
his purposes to start in the

Western Hemisphere or against

Japan.

“FRLEDOM OF THE SEAS”
‘ Onice more the American peo-
ple will be exhorted to guard th
freedom of the seas. Many pl‘eéi-
dents Dbefore Roosevelt used that
slogan for the purpose of justify-
ing a war and there is no reason
why Roosevelt should not take' it
out of the closet where it was
placed by the neutrality law . of
1939. By that law American ships
7 bad been barred from entering

.ers to support the

quite true that these people are
to the French defeat they were
Britain and the United States.

any zone named by the President
as an area of war.

Last month the White House
decreed that the Red Sea was no
longer a combat zone and Ameri-
can ships were free to go there.
Hitler replied to that decision by
a statement that the Red Sea must
be considered a war zone and that
American ships would be in dan-
ger of destruction.

Roosevelt stood by his guns and
brought out the doctrine of free-
dom of the seas. Naturally we do
not expect that this doctrine will
displace the  fight-for-democracy
idea. Roosevelt isn’t  foolish
enough to expect that the Ameri-

can Workels would be willing to-

go ‘to ‘war for the freedom of the
seas. Fighting for democracy will
remain the slogan which will be
Used to get the American work-
imperialist
war.

IRAQ FIGHT CONTINUES

It has, not proved such an easy
task for the British to suppress
the revolt of the Iraguians.

'The British imperialists have

stored up such hatred for their
rule, that the idea of utilizing

Nazi aid to defeat the British

imperialist army is - accepted

with equanimity by the Arabs,
who feel that their main enemy
is the enemy that has been
actually oppressing them and
not the one that might oppress
them later.

Naturally the German imperi-
alists are very anxious to lay their
hands on Iraq which contains im-
mense oil resources. The struggle
between the two imperialist forces
in the Near and Middle East and
in North Africa will indeed be a
savage one. Control of the Medi-
terranean, the Suez Canal, the oil
wells in Iraq, are all involved. In
this struggle the Nazis are at an
advantage because they can pose
for the moment as liberators of
the Arabs from British oppression.
STALIN FEARS FUTURE

And from behind the walls of
the Kremlin, Stalin looks upon
this struggle with fear and trepi-
dation, For Hitler may be victor-

ious, and this will mean that Tur- |

key will come under Nazi control
and Nazi troops will be stationed
on the southern border of the So-
viet Union just as they are sta-
tioned on its western border.
Stalin, so anxious to aveid
war, will ‘go far to come to

" some agreement with Hitler—

who is perfectly willing to ac-
cept an agreement fortified by
the knowledge that he can
break it at any time he deems
it to be convenient. Why
shouldn’t Hitler give Stalin an
outlet to the Indian Ocean in
return for a free hand in the

Middle and Near East? He

who gives can also take away—

at least in this case.

The World War ‘moves on. No
sooner has it devasted one land
than some other land is sucked
into the maelstrom. The titanie
struggle between imperialists
leaves no country untouched. The
masses all over the world must
suffer the consequences. . It 1s not
their struggle, but it is" their
agony. OB

Friscé Shipyard Strikers

S—

Strikers and union sympathizers are seen massed before the Bethlehem Steel shipbuilding
plant, key shipyard of 11 San Francisco yards which have been closed down by a joint strike of
1200 AFL and 900 CIO machlmsts. The strikers have turned thumbs down on a government- spbn- 1
sored “master contract” which attempts to “freeze” wages in the West Coast shlpbulldmg indus-

.try at below prevailing rates.

Government Attacks
Frisco Shipyard Strikers

Government Ofiicials Tc\lke Lead In Attempts To Force Workers
To Ablde By Phony Agreement Whnch Strlkers Had Re; ected

SAN FRANCISCO, May lS—The ten day-old machlmst‘

strike in eleven Bay Area shipyards is being assaulted by an
unholy alliance of government, bosses and the AFL top leaders.

The next few days will tell the story. If Governor Olson
fails to cajole the machinists back to work at a big mass meeting
scheduled Wednesday at the Civic Auditorium, an all-out blitz-
krieg.will probably be made by local, state and federal cops and
the U.S. Navy to smash the picket line, break the, strlke and
force the machinists back to work.

1800 machinists, members of Lodge 68 of the AFL In-

‘ternational "Ass'n of Machinists in San Francisco, and of CIO
Machinists Local 1304 in Oakland, are striking for an ing¢rease of

Trotskyists

Get 1,352

Votes In Newark Poll

NEWARK, N.

J—In the bitterly-contested city election

here last week, 1352 votes were cast for George Breitman, can-

didate of the Socialist Workers Party, and his platform which |

stressed the necessity of forming a labor party. This was slightly
more than 1% of the entire vote recorded. .

The other candidate endorsed by the Socialist Workers Par-
ty, William E. Bohannan, Negro trade unionist, whose slogan
was ‘“‘Make Newark a 100% Umon Town,” got a total of 1338

votes.

The last minute-efforts of the Ellenstein admlmstratlon to

pose the issue, as “the common
people vs. the vested interests”
did not save the day for him.

As Breitman had pointed out
again and again; the failure of
the so-called friends of labor in
City Hall to propose a tax pro-
gram which Wwould relieve the
burden on the small taxpayer, at
the same time that it provided

‘the necessary appropriations for

relief, schools, hospitalization,
ete,, drove the middle class voters
into the hands of the big business
Byrne ticket which ‘was able -to
disclaim responsibility for the tax
rate and to make all' kinds of

| promisés about lowering the city
‘budget.
As a result, Ellenstein and Co.

were unable even to get their
usual vote among the Jewish
home-owners.

It is interesting to note the
results ‘of the vote cast for Law-
rence Mahan, candidate of the
Communist Party. He veceived
1398 votes, or 46 more than the
Trotskyist candidate.

While neither of these votes
will strike the uninformed reader
as being very significant, those
who are - acquainted with the
strength of the two parties and
their activities over a period of
many years, found the closeness

of the vote an im}gortant’indica-

tion of the trend away from the
Communist Party.

For while Mahan received a
higher total vote, Breitman
easily surpassed him in the
WORKING CLASS districts.

In the important Third Ward,

where the bulk of colored work-"

ers live, and where the Commun-
ist Party has been concentrating
much’ of its activity for over 15
years, Breitman received 193
votes, Mahan 169.

In .the entue Ironbound prole-
tarian district, ‘where our party
has been working for a short
time as compared to the Stalin-
ists, they received a total of 133
to Breitman’s 131.

In the Tth (predominantly Neg-

ro) and in the 1st (chieflyﬁ Ital-
ian workers), Breitman also suc- ]

ceeded in getting a majority over
Mahan.
In fact, if it had not been for

the predominantly middle and up-

per class wards, the 9th and 16th,
where the Stalinists received 88
votes more than Breitman, they
would ‘have received a smaller
total vote than he did.

Through a technicality, a large
number of the soldiers’ votes
were ‘1ot counted. The highest
number cast for any candidate
was 153.. Breitman 1ece1ved 10

soldier votes. = \

i
Lo

d “Stabilization”

hourly pay and for maintenance
‘of double time pay for overtime.
Their strike action is unofficially
being supported by 20,000 other
shipyard workers who have- re-
spected the picket lines.

The strike has provoked some

<of the wildest accusations and

most brazen threats made against
a group of workers even in these
days when such accusations and
threats are cheap and plentiful.
The machinists are charged by
local and national . government
and union’' big-shots with carry-
ing on an “outlaw” action in
“violation of the agreement.”

THE REAL STORY
" What, however, are the facts?

About a month ago, John
Frey, National Secretary of the
Metal Trades Council, and other
AFL leaders : negotiated behind
closed: doors a Pacific - Coast
agreement and
then in their usual high-handed
fashion proceeded to sign it and
ram it down the thiroats of the
rank and file of the 17 craft
unions involved. Al Wynn, Sec-
retary of the Bay Cities Metal
Trades Council, laid down the law
at the time with the statement:
“All unions must -acecept the
Coastwise decision rung up in
Seattle.” '

Machinists locals here, in
Richmond and in Seattle, how-
ever, resting on their:autonom-
ous rights, voted down the
agreement and refused to be
bound by its provisions.

The so-called master contract
grants a twelve cents an hour in-
crease
double-time pay for overtime in
favor of time and one half. The
agreement is to remain in effect
for the “duration of the national
emergency” -in which time the
union promises there shall be no
strikes.

Thé machinists had not
signed the agreement, their
. rank and file had voted it down,
‘and were therefore in no way
bound ‘by its provisions. Only
labor skates like “Colonel”
* Frey and Green. could accuse
them of vicolating the “no
- strike” provisions of an agree-
ment they had no part in mak-
ing and were in no way bound
to observe.
GOVERNOR ADMITS FACTS

Even Governor Olson was

forced to admit indirectly the
(/Continued on Page 3)

A murd(;,rers

in pay but abolishes"

Strike Wins Raise

AtGeneral Motors

40,000 Strikers in Flint, Detroit and Saginaw Force Com pany
To Yield 10-Cent Hou‘fryl,y‘Raise; Leaders Tried To Stop Sfrike

P

Another(Lynching ‘
In Roosevelt's Own
Party’s Stronghold

The Democratic poll-tax
South has on ' its records
another lynching—that of a
22-year old Negro youth, A.C.
Wllhams at Quincey, Flonda,
May. 15.

Williams was taken from
the Glasden County jail, where
he had been locked up charged
with an “attempted” attack on
a white girl, and was shot
eight or ten times by a gang
of white men. He was still
alive when found by local au-
thorities, who took him back
to jail, and then shipped him
in an ambulance te another
town, 25 miles away.

The ambulance was stopped
en route by a group of white
men. Williams was removed,
and this time the lynch mob
made sure he was dead before
they left. y

As usual,” the local:author-:
ities have made no attempt to
discover - and apprehend ‘the:

This is Just another example
of the ‘“democracy” Roosevelt
is asking’ the Negro people to
help defend against Hitler.
Roosevelt has not lifted a fing-
er to put a stop to such out-
rages by federal legislation.

FLINT, Mich, May 17——~Forty thousand General Motors

[ workers here and in Detroit conduéted a forty-hour strike and

in that short time the corporation, which had ‘stalled and given
nothing for twelve weeks of negotiations, was forced to grant a
ten-cent blanket wage increase to the UAW-CIO.

The workers didn’t get everything they could have won. The

strike was bitterly opposed by their own top leadershlp——R I
Thomas,  Reuther, Addes and the whole UAW executive board.

does not always wag.the dog.

' But it was proved by this strike that in the UAW-CIO the tail

The strike deadline had been set for Thursday morning at

7 A. M. at a GM conference of
union officers and shop chairmen
held in Detroit Sunday, May 12.
The May 15 deadline was pub-
licly announced -and all locals
prepared for action.

But at a meeting held at 5.A.M.
deadline, UAW President Thomas
telegraphed all GM locals to post-
pone the strike for another 24
hours. The National Defense Me-
diation Board had made a pro-
posal for an agreement which the
union officials had agreed to. The

.| 24 hour truce was ordered by

Thomas ‘“‘to give the company time
to decide whether to accept the

1 agreement.”

STRIKE STARTS ANYWAY
But at meeting held at 5 A. M.
Thursday morning, two hours be-

'fore the -deadline - agreed to at

the Detroit conference, the Buick

| Fisher Body and Chevrolet locals |

in' Flint refused to allow the cor-
poration to stall any longer, dis-
regarded Thomas’s plea for a
postponement, and at 7 A. M. huge
picket lines paraded around the
great Flint plants and the strike
was 100% effective. \ i

The TFlint workers decided
that the only language that’

Minneapolis Labor Slate
Places In Primaries

Labor's Mayoralty Candidate Leads Field}
His Prospécts For Election Are Good

By CARL O’'SHEA

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.—The entire labor slate put up in
the May 12th city primaties by the Central Labor Union won
places on the ballot and in most cases the labor candidates led
the field by substantial margins.

T. A. Eide, labor candidate for-mayor, polled 34,522 votes
as agamst 32,522 for his Rtpubhcan opponent, Marvin Kline.
Leach, the Republican incumbent polled only 26,000, failing to

place.”

The empty shell of the Farmer-Labor Party, captuud by

the Stalinists, made the worst
‘showing in twenty years. Al Han-
sen, the FLP candidate for mayor,
polled only 6,157 votes, Not a
single one of the FLP candidates
made the ballot.

The Minneapolis branch of the

| Socialist Workers Party issued a

campaign leaflet, calling on
all workers to support the com-
plete . slate of labor candidates
nominated by the Central Labor
Union. : k

LABOR’S PLATFORM

The platform upon which the
labor candidates are campaigning
expresses ‘‘unalterable opposition
to war”; the determination to up-.
hold all civil liberties and work-
ers’ rights; to maintain and ex-
tend the public educational sys-
tem; calls for municipal housing
and public works programs, for
public ownership of all utilities;
for free health, hospital and neigh-
borhood clinical service; for con-
tinued support to the unemployed,
ete. L

‘While applauding the strong
anti-war, pro-labor content of the
platform, our party pointed out
its 'weaknesses — that it contains
no basic analysis of war:and fasc-
ism, and ’advances no. clear-cut
directives to help the workers
fight war and fascism. We pre-

program of our party,‘ and advo-
cated that the Central Labor Un-
(Continued on Page 4)

GM understands is strike. Their
“leaders” had crumbled under =
the pressure of the government .

to delay the strike, but the GM
‘workers in Flint were made of
stronger stuff.

STRIKE SPREADS QUICKLY

No sooner did the strike break

than word spread to Detroit. The
militant Fleetwood local . went '
down, and as a result the Cadillac .
plant closed. ‘

A few hours later the Foundry
in Saginaw -also struck. Pontiac
Yellow Coach was shut down soon
after for lack of materials.

All in all, over forty thous-
and GM workers defied the Na-
‘tional Mediation Board and
.their own International offic-
ers :

And this was the kind of
Janguage GM. underetood Onl

a few hours after the str e
started, it was announced that -
GM had accepted the formula .
of the Mediation Board and
would grant a ten-cent generalk
‘wage increase to .GM’s 160,000
CIO workers. ‘

“LEADERS” DISAVOW .
STRIKE .
As soon. as the strike’ broke,
R. J. Thomas and George Addes
made public statements calling off
‘the strike and demanding the
workers go back to work. Their
orders ' fell upon deaf ears.
‘When the time for the 38:30
shift came, the picket lines were '
bigger than ever. :
Addes and rl"homas then hopped
into an army plane and. headed
for Flint. é
NeWspapers spread
across their front pages announc- |
ing that UAW President Thomas
had called off the strike which
was due to “a misunderstanding.”
But picketing went on. _
At the huge Buick plant the -
14,000 workers, who had never
been on strike bef/ore, organs’

ized the biggest picket lines.
Ten thousand men at least par-

aded around the 12-block plant,
(Contmued on Page 3)

Soldiers Pun"i\»syhecl For

Petition To Roosevelt

EDITOR:

Usually there is very little talk
about the war in the eamps, you
know. This may seem strange to
you, but actually it isn’t, because
as a rule the boys don’t say out
loud what they really think.
There are always some snitchers
-around, who would be glad to get
in good with the officers by re-
porting- someone’s remarks that
could be interpreted as “radical.”

That’s one reason why most of
the talk is about basecball and
sports and women and work.

But out here some of the fel-
lows got together and drew up a
petition to the president of the
United States. It called on him

to oppose entry of the country |

“into foreign wars.” I don’t know
how many people signed it, but
there were quite a few anyhow,
I think, before they mailed it off

sented the Lpro\let@rian 'militaryju

and sat back to await a reply.

I am not going to disciss my -
opinion about thé misconceptions.
in the soldiers’ minds about “for-
eign wars.” Tt obviously demon-
strated an anti-war sentiment,
even if badly confused. . %

Well, the boys never got a let-f
ter from the president, but they ‘
did get hell in camp!

Many of the boys were called
before the officers and ques- |
tioned. Théy were told they had
been guilty of a breach of dis-
cipline, and what would happen
to them the next time such a
thing were done. All the men in
volved and many who probably.
weren’t were given a-week of ex-
tra details as punishment..

Now the boys know that, th
officers wele serious when they
told us there is no such thing as
democracy in the army. :
Fort Riley, Kansas -

i A ADRAF EE

banners.
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Write to us—tell us what's going on in your part of the
babor movement—what are the workers thinking about?—tell
s what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—
and the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didw't
print and that story they buried or distorted—our pages are open
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate if you
do not want your name printed,

Beating of Negro
By Drunken Detectives

Protested by Wiitness

EDITOR:.

I think the enclosed copy of a
Jetter 1 have just sent would be
of interest to your readers and
‘I'd appreciaté it if you would re-
print it. Thank you.

" (Enclosure)
Friday, May 16, 1941

Hon. Fiorello H. LiaGuardia,
Mayor of the City of New York,
Police Commissioner Valentine,
Mr. Paul Blanchard -

Dear Sirs:

~‘On: the morning of May 15th at
12:45 A.M, T saw two men whom
I.-thought were drunk, leave the
45th St. Cafe and accost a woman
who was walking towards Broad-
way on 45th St. In the vilest
manner they started telling her
to move on and they became very
profane, while hitting her and
boisterously telling her that they
“were city detectives. As a result
-of this scene about 150 to 200

~..-people gathered.

Then these two men began to
..abuse the onlookers, They espe-
cially singled out one Negro youth
- for their brutal attentions. They
kicked him, then chased him into
an elevator at 126 W, 45th St.,
" where they proceeded to beat him
~ unmercifully for about 15 min-
~ utes with a. sawed off broom-
handle, calling him “nigger” and
~other vile names. The crowd of
- about 150 to 200 people gathered
~in the lobby of the building and
- outside, looking on and hearing
the cries of the boy, but helpless
to do anything because these two
_ city detectives were armed.

While this was going on. I
called the police who arrived a
few minutes later. But when
the offending detectives
showed their badges and were
recognized by the newly ar-
‘rived policemen, they were im-

‘ mediately released. The crowd

was dispersed by the police-
~men,

I was hornﬁed by the action
of these people who are supposed
to maintain law and order. Later
that same morning I went to the
police precint and found that no
complaint had been filed in the
precint, but merely that a report
had been made to the effect that
two white men had assaulted a
Negro youth. I found also that

~ the boy had been taken to the
hospital in an ambulance called
by Mr. De Mornay, his employer,
~who has a studio on the sixth
floor at 125 W. 45th St.

On further inquiry T found
that the employer, who was al-
.80 most indignant at this af-
fair, had been threatened —

_“that if he did not keep quiet

. they would make it hard for
him.”

There are many witnesses to
this affair and Mr, De Mornay
can furnish you with the names
and addresses of them. To my
- knowledge the night watchman
at 125 W. 45th St. and a colored
porter at the same address and
many other individuals in the im-
‘mediate vicinity would be willing
5 to substantiate the above.

On  further investigation 1
found that at about 2:30 or
three o’clock of the morning of
the assault, other detectives
came to the employer of the
boy, who was at the hospital,
and tried to pacify him by tell-
ing him that the two detectives
were drunk. They insisted oun
having from Mr. De Mornay

- the stick with which the boy
was beaten and got it after
threats and argument.

 On the afternoon of May 15th,
at about 2 P.M, the detectives
who administered -the . beating
came, with another, and apolo-
gized to Mr. De Mornay and to
the boy and gave the boy two dol-
lars and asked him to forget the

. affair.

I personally believe that this
is a most deplorable action on the

‘ : part of the representatives of the

police department and even more
‘deplorable is how the matter has
been treated since. ,

I think that as a citizen -of the

City of New York I have the
right to demand that you, Mr.
Mayor, and you Mr. Police Com-
missioner see that the affair be
investigated and that proper ac-
tion be taken.

The faots as stated above ecan
be verified by the sim.ple expe:
dient of calling any of the people
herein mentioned.

The name 6f the victim is ED-
WIN LARK. ;
The names of the detectives are
HAMMOND and COSTELLO of
the 18th Precinct. .

The name of their superior of
ficer who silenced the matter and
came with ‘them to see the boy
is SHEEHEY, also of the 18th
Pct, o :

I am sending a copy of this Jet-
ter to the newspapers, the Na-
tional Association for the ~Ad-
vancement of Colored People, the
Colored People's Legal Aid Seo-
ciety and to various prominent
individuals who would be inter-
ested in the affair. I protest
against such treatmfent of a hu-

‘man being, be he Negro or white.

Yours truly,
J. TRUHAR
102 Avenue B, N. Y. C.

Di;aftee ‘Disgusted At
Lack of Training
At Camp Edwards

EDITOR,

A friend visited a consqript at
Camp Edwards, Bourne, Mass.,
and learned the followimg facts
from the dr aftee, a serious mind-
ed, intelligent ‘man in his late
twenties. I think -they should be
of interest to everyone.

The camp cost $29,000,000. and
Was constructed on a cost plus
basis which gave plenty of oppor-
tunity for graft and ‘corruption.
The draftee said that he has seen
gullies into which cement was
thrown and then covered with
sand.

The conscript was very much
discouraged about the poor organ-
jzation of the army. He had been
in the army nine weeks and was
still ‘wearing his civilian shoes,
as were many others. He was
wearing an old campaign hat be-
cause there were not sufficient
overseas caps to go around.

‘The first week in camp he spent
shovelling sand from one truck
to another. In nine weeks he has
had no shooting practice and had.
received no individual instruction
in taking apart, cleaning a rifle.

He complained bitterly about
the attitude of the non-commis-
sioned officers. They are mostly
young fellows who came into the
regular army from the national
guard and they're mnot happy
about it. They are out for a good
time, not to learn. They don’t

.l know much about the military

art and don’t seem to want to
know, and aren’t anxious to teach
others what they do know. They
are more interested in dances,
dates and having a good time in
general. They take as much leave
as they can get. As a group they

are ignorant of modern warfare

and arrogant in their -attitude to-
ward the conscripts. They don’t
set an inspiring example to the
serious selectee. Camp Edwards is
alive with non-coms with noth-
ing to do. This soldier said that
he was assigned to a job on which
there were twenty-one draftees
and nearly as many non-coms su-
pervising them,

This draftee .tells the following
story: A sergeant was a‘ddressi\ng
the men: “Men,” he said, ‘“‘you're
ready to fight right now. You

| could lick any army in the world.

If you met a body of German sol
diers they’d be dead in no time.”

Said the seléectee to himself:
“They’d be dead all right. But
they’d die from laughing when
they saw us.”

This soldier wasn’t” happy at
being drafted but he made up his
mind te- make the bhest of it and
become a good soldier. Now he’s
disgusted. It isn’t that he wants
to quit, he wants to learn — not
waste his time.

Boston, Mass.
L. S.

Another AIIis-ChaImers Strike‘

. Picketing the struck plant of the Allis-Chalm eré Mfg. Co., in La Porte, Wisconsin, wh‘eré 950
members of the Farm Equipment Workers Organizing Committee (CIO) recently staged a walk-
out. The strike gnded after the union-agreed to submit the issues to the National Mediation Board.

Soaring Prices Loom

As Threat To Workers

25% Retail Price Rise By Fall Is Seen As Wholesale Prices
Show 43% Increase Over Figures At The Beginning Of War

spurt upward.

occurred within the last month
alone, indicating that the real

| rise has just begun.

Prices for clothing and house

-furnishings have gone up 6.6 per

cent over the pre-war figure, and
this 'does not take into account
the practice of the manufactur-
ers of concealing price increases

dier goods.

None of these composng ﬁg-
ures gives the real .picture of
pricé rises. as well as listing
actual prices for various products
that the workers buy.

A report of the Department of
‘Markets of the City of New
York, made public last Saturday,
lists the following comparative
retail prices on staple foods:

Prices
1941
A1
31
40

Prices
1940
Tub butter, 1b .33
Eggs, mixed B, doz .26
Eggs, white A, doz .34
Hams, smoked, 1b. .24 .30
Loins, 1b. 21 27
Prices of other food produects,
while higher, do not as yet show
the same extent of increase as
dairy and pork products.

PRESENT PRICE RISES ARE
NOTHING TO WHAT'S -
COMING

The figures on current prices,
while indicating the trend, fail,
however, to reveal the drastic
rise which is forthcoming.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics
reports a 42.6 per cent rise in
the wholesale prices of 28 basic
commodities since the beginning
of the war.

This increase in wholesale
prices has yet to be felt. It will
be felt this coming summer and
fall, when the merchants’ present
stocks are exhausted and the
wage-earners go to buy goods
which the merchants are purchas-
ing now froni the wholesalers.

Wholesale wheat prices are now
38.7 per cent over August 28,
1939; corn, 60.8 per cent higher;
butter, 46.8; hogs, 27.3; beef,
18.9; lard, 54.0; sugar, 16.4; cof-
fee, 42.2; cocoa, 84.0; rubber,
48.0; hides, 45.2; print cloth,
65.2; cotton, 40.6,

Translate the wholesale prices
now prevailing -into the retail
prices for food, clothing, ‘shoes
and other necessities three to six
months from now. That will give

perts prediect that the average
level of prices for retail com-
modities will reach a level 25 per
cent higher by this Fall than in
August 1939,

PROFITEERS TRY TO BLAME
WORKERS AND FARMERS
The big capitalists and Wall
Street speculators are trying to
point the finger at labor and the

impending increases. The profit-

by putting out cheaper and shod-

you the basis on which price ex- |

farmers for these price rises and

Government statisticians are just beginning to ‘reveal what
every worker has known for some ‘ume Prices, since the begin-
ning of the war in August 1039, have Deen climbing. Within the
past two months, these increases have taken a particularly sharp

Over-all food prices, accordmg to the latest figures of the
U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, have increased 7.1 per cent
since the'start of the war. A 2.2 per cent over-all increase has

eers are trying to claim that the
meager wage increases won by a
couple of million industrial work-
ers through their recent strike

‘actions ‘are responsible’ for this

inflation of prices. They are also
charging that the - government

. . > .
subsidies to farmers are causing:|

food prices to leap upward.
Disproof. of the profiteers’ con-:

“Itentionms Hes in the fact that the

increase in industrial output has
far outstripped the increase in

total wages, Relative labor costs .

have declined in relation to pro-
duction. Labor costs. represent
only 15 to 25 per cent of the total
value of manufactured products.
A 20 per cent general increase
in wages, unaccompanied by any
increase in production, could not
add more than five per cent to the
cost of production.

During the past six or seven
years, the farmers got subsidies
larger than now proposed. It is
ridiculous to assert, therefore,

that the small subsidies now be- |

ing proposed would be respons-

ible for the terrific price increas- |

es in food.

These price rises are due to
one thing only: a greed for pro-
fit on the part of manufactur-
ers, food speculaters and mid-
dle men. Reliable sources have
asserted that ‘speculators in
food and raw materials have .
been holding back large sur-
pluses in an effort to force .
prices upward.

- The workers ave eoing to learn
the real meaning of the ‘“wage

freezing” campaign of the employ-

ers and government in * »ms of
the coming price inflation. )
There is only one way to beat

price inflation. And that is to

compel the employers to raise
wages to keep pace with rising
prices.

It is not sufficient for the
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workers to accept fixed increases
of 5 to 10 cents an hour, which

are quickly cancelled out by sky-
rocketing prices.

lenge the threat of ascending
living costs by raising the de-
‘mand- now for a SLIDING
SCALE OF WAGES THAT
WILL RISE DIRECTLY
'WITH THE RISE IN PRICES,

Organized labor should chal-

Rand School Head
Fails In Attempt
To Jail —Jeffrey

i

NEW YORXK CITY, May 19 —
Ray Jeffrey, salesman for THE
MILITANT, arrested May 12 on
the complaint of John L. Afros.]
executive director of the pro-war
Social Democrat’s Rand School.
came up for trial today in York
ville Court before Magistrate
Sweeney. Despite all the lying
testimony of Afros and the efforts
of his Social' Democratic lawyer
Ashe, their case against Comrade
Jeffrey fell to pieces when the;
were confronted by an eyewitness
and the judge dismigssed the case

The charge as sworn to by Afros
was that our salesman “did un
lawfully and with intent to pro
voke a breach of the peace an(
whereby a breach of the peace
might be occasioned did at or
about the hour of 8 P. M. this

date (May 12), and on dates pre-,
vious thereto did stand on the’

steps.of the Rand School where
ﬂle deponent ig the Executive Di-
rector, and did hand out to the
students as they entered;, Com-

< munistie Literature, and did cause

ammoyance to the pupils ther?by;
and when deponent approached de

fendant and ordered him to leave

been asked to desist and tc
the defendant struck the
deponent on the left ear with his

ing

leave,

clenched fist and knocked -depo
nent’s glasses to the sidewalk.”
Mr. Afros
those to whom our sales-

Unfortunately for
one of
man had handed out literature
at the Rand School,

L of the Painters Union which wa:

a -membe

that Mr. Afros was lying on the

that Mr, Afros had attemptec

away, not from the steps but from

| the vicinity of the building,
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-he said premises, he did refuse to
10 so, and on this date after hav.

meeting there, gave up a day’s,
pay to come to court and testify:

key facts., His testimony showec

rhysically to drive our salesman

| San Diego,

| with the checks have come
'| ports on the distribution of the

BY CARL O'SHEA

The yelow “socialist”™ NEW
LEADER carried quite a headline
May 10th on a recent pro-war Ma-
dison Square Garden meeting:
“Willkie, LaGuardia Speak To-
gether in Show of National Un-
iﬂy.”

I don’t see that national unity
follows just because LaGuardia
and Willkie, two boss stooges,
agree that the nation should go
te war.

The same paper hails the pro-
war conglomeration of ex-liberals
grouped in the “Union for Democ
ratic Action” as ‘“another man’-
festation of the crystallization of
the kind of Socialist and social
thinking which combines sound
intérnationdtism with vigorous
American conception.” :

Before this war -ends, these
traitors to_labor and socialigm
will' yet be called to account by
an awakened working class,

EIE 3

The RAILWAY REVIEW,
newspaper. of the British rail
labor org‘anjzations, publishes
an interesting article by J.

. Marchbank, head of the British

National Union of Railwaymen, .
on the ways used by the wealthy
" in Britain to evade the excess

profits tax.

“Poor relations of directors
and heads of firms are taken on
at exorbitant salaries, additions"*
are made to salaries and ex-
penses of favored officials,
Rolls Royces are bought ‘on
the firm,” and other charges are
run up until all the excess pro-
fits are absorbed.” .

Marchbank, warning that in-
dustrial conseription is on the
way for the workers of Eng-
land, says that ‘“trade wumion
safeguards are being over-
thrown.”

How a ‘group of soldiers acted
as strikebreakers to protect. a
few finks in a local hotel strike
is tqld in the May 8th issue of
the Rockford, I1l., LABOR NEWS.

The five soldiers, from Camp

| Grant, walked through the picket

line at the Faust hotel. On the
way out, they threw a protective
cordon around the leading fink-in
the hotel, escorted him through
the picket line, and then re-en-
tered the hotel. ‘ ‘
The union complained to the

military police, who of courge did |

nothing about it. .
The soldiers were unquestion-
ably egged on in their ar%ti-labor

action by officers who hate or-|

ganized labor.

If the gossip column in the
New York TRADE UNION
COURIER can be believed, FBI
agents and photographers sent
by AFL leaders in New York -
took pictures of all AFL work-
ers who marched in the May
Day parade. o

ok R

From a recent release of ‘the
Wage & Hour Division of the
U. 8. Department of Labor, we
see that David Dubinsky and
Sherman Dalvymple (of the Rub-
ber Workers Union) were mem-
bers of the Special Industry Com-
mittee for Puerto Rico, recom-
mending minimum wages for the
needle and tobacco workers of the
island. .

The Committee “by a unanimous
vote in each case” recommended
minimum wages of ™12%-20c. per . .
hour for many categories of""“ :
needle trades work! < °

L

"About the dirtiest and lowest
propaganda job being done
these days is that by Alfred
Baker Lewis, ex-socialist head
of the Lahor Committee press
bureau affiliated with the Aid
to England group. Lewis in his
press releases makes a big
point of the fact that many
anti-laborites are connected
with the American First Com-
mittee. That is true. All the
Aid to England group just love
labor,. of course. Everyone
knows about these revolution-
ary socialists named. J. P.
Morgan, Henry Stimson, John
D. Rockefeller, Wendell Will-
kie, Martin Dies, Westbrook
Pegler, ¥'rank Hague, etc., who
are aiding England.

The truth is that if a worker
lines up with either wing of-
American imperialism, he is lin-
ing up with the bosses. The
only stand an intelligent work-
er can take is the working- -
class stand to end war by over-
throwing the capitalist system
that breeds war.

Hillman’s Amalgamated Cloth7
ing -Workers announce in the
May ADVANCE the formation of
a nation-wide ‘“Conference on De-
mocratic Thought and Action,” —
a plan by the war-mongering
agents of American imperialism in
the ranks of the workers to set
up local - groups throughout the
country to meet bi-weekly and
cook up ways to make Roosevelt’s
fake war for democracy popular

with the masses.

WEST-COAST UPSURGE
It couldn’t be the Spring that
has ‘struck the West Coast cities.

| The way they brag about their

climate, Spring must Be just an-
other date on the calendar. So it
must be our nagging. Anyway,
the last couple of weeks have put

| us well on the way — reluctantly,

we admit — to a complete break-
down of our sectional patriotism.

All the way from Portland to
remittances on cur-
rent and old accounts have been
coming in a steady stream. And
‘re-
paper and pledges of subscrip-
tions.

San Diego rose to the top one
day with this: “The enclosed mo-

 ney-order will wipe out most of

our bill and will cut out about
two-thirds of the bill for the F. I,

| I beg that my branch be respect-

fully reinstated as one of the hap-
Py cooperative branches.”

San Francisco, after setting ‘it
gelf a quota of?five new subs o
month, “informs us that they arc
offering a prize of a dollar’s worth
of Pioneer Publishers literature
for the one -who gets the most
subs each month.

Los Angeles relays the following
interesting anecdote: “At the Gen
eral Motors plant, the guard al
ways comes out and asks for eight
copies of the paper. Our salesmer
refuse to give him more than one
Yesterday, the Captain of the
Guards eame out, but he also suc
ceeded in securing only one copy

“A few minutes later one of
the plant executives came out and
demanded eight copies and at
tempted to help himself. Ou
salesm%n gently but firmly pre

vented him from executing his

| plan.

P
Then the executive made
this very interesting statement:
‘These are OQUR Employees, and
we are ENTITLED to know what
they are reading.’

“‘They may be YOUR em-
ployees,” but these are OUR pa-
pers. We let you have one copy‘
If you find it so 1nterestmg, you
can pass it around inside. So long
as we don’t come on your prop-
erty we have a right to offer. these
men the paper.”

“After muttering some threats,
our feudal baron withdrew inside
the gate and painfully watched
his serfs buy our paper and begin
to read it. When he saw that the
men read the paper, even though

vhe was watching, he returned to

the plant in great disgust.”

St. Paul writes that the com-
rades there are planning tag daysj
this summer to raise money for
THE MILITANT. If they do it as
wellyas they do everything else,
we’ll be sitting pretty.

One of the automobile cities
writes: “Here’s a ten-spot as a
first step toward -liquidation of
our old bill. With a ten-cent wage
increase ‘in GM, we will be- able
to geta few bucks out of our peo-
ple here, who are all anxious to
have a clean slate w1th THD ‘MI-
LITANT.” '

And even Eire (Ireland) sends
word to us through a member of
the Dublin Labour Pérty, who
says: “I have been a reader of .
your paper and magazine for a
few years now, both in Great

4 Britain and Eire, and think it thé

only geuuing kind to speak for
the working class.”

AND THE SUBS
The April record for subs is 194;

see that it is topped in May.
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jovernment Attacks
Frisco Shipyard Strikers

(Continued from page 1)
justice of the machinists’ strug-
gle. In a statement published in
the press today he said the fol-
Jowing:

.I find deep resentment
against the assumption by the
international president of the
metal trades department of the
AFL, in whom the machinists do

- not seem to have confidence, of

authority to make a contract for
them without their approval.
' “These machinists’ unions
did reject the agreement when
it was presented to them, as
did machinists locals from San
Francisco north. A majority of
the Bay Cities Metal Trades
council ratified it, but tine ob-
jection to xt notwithstanding
;, that railﬁcatwn is- that the
machinists or other crafts are
not represented in that council
according to their numerical
strength. -
 “The need for reform in the
labor organization setup to give
more rank and file control, in-
stead of a.set-up in which dis-
credited officials cannot be re-
-moved and may arbitrarily set
“ without regard to the wishes of
the rank and file, is apparent if
situations like this are to be
avoided.”,
That is s‘tating the case cor-
- rectly. A phoney agreement was
rammed down the throats of
shipyard workers by “discredit-
ed” officials like Frey and Co.

“who have “no confidence or au-|
thority” among the rank and file.

‘But Olson’s words turn out
to be just so much soft-soap,
for in the very next breath he
urges the machinists to return
‘to work and suffer the “loss of
gains by submitting to the
stabilization contract.”

A DIVISION OF LABOR
Hard on the heels of Olson’s
gentle pleading, his conceding the
justice of the argument to the
. machinists while urging them to

~make-the “sacrifice” in the in-|

terest of national defense comes
the threat of force and violence

by others not too’distantly re-
moved from Olson. In the morn-
ing papers today news is pub-
lished of a secret meeting at
Hotel Whitcomb.

Behind closed hotel doors John
Frey, Eli Oliver of the OPM and
local labor skates conferred and
are reported favoming smashing
the picket lines in the event the
governor’s plea fails. At the same
time navy officials are reported
to be conferring with govern-
ment andMlabor officials. Mean-
while the Oakland Boilermakers
are reported as voting to favor
going through the picket lines.
‘(Once the news leaked out,
Frey openly announced plans to
smash the picket line—Ed.)

Olson says in gentle tones:
You are right but you must
return to work. The rest of the
crew shakes the mailed fist:
Accept Olson’s plea, get back

._to work or else! This is noth-
ing but a division of labor be-
tween them and Olson.

WAR OF NERVES

The blitzkrieg now in the off-
ing has been prepared by a viol-
ent “war of nerves” against the
machinists from the day the
strike began. Here is a paitial
record: .

MAY 10—Secretary of Navy
Knox and Admiral Land of the
Maritime Commission wire Al
Wynn, asking him to avert strike.

Wynn says unions will stand
by master agreement and ignore
picket line. (The workers ignored
Wynn, however, and respected
the picket line).

Frey wires Wynn and the gov-
ernment that strike is m viola-
tion of agreement.

MAY 11-—8enate Investigating
© Committee and Hillman’s office
of the OPM intervene.

John Green, President of the
CIO Marine Shipbuilders Union
calls the strike a violation of the
master agieement. (P.S. The CIO
was excluded from the nepotia-
tions that led to the agreement
and did not sign it!)

MAY 12500 San Francisco
cops mobilized for strike duty.

William Green declares
strike “outlaw.”

MAY 13—OPM Representative

the |-

Keenan asks men 1o return to
work. Hillman comes to San
Francisco “not on strike (of
course!) but in interest of OPM
recruiting program.”

MAY 15—Hillman: “It’s up to
the AFL to see that its con-
tractual obligations are - en-
forced.”

Juiphpour ‘suorun ayjy o ouoN
the machinists have had “con-
tractual obligations” with Beth-
lelxei,n steel, the biggest yard in-
volved, for 22 years. Bethlehemn
did not sign the master agree-
ment.) \

Downtown Association (em-
ployers) wires Roosevelt: “Ex-
ercise your execut‘ive*powm's in
immediate opening of* satruck
plants.” .

MAY 16—Madam Perkins:
selfish effort to use the national
smergency as a weapon in a 22
vear old quarrel between one
union and one. company.” (That
company is Bethlehem Steel—-—
Ed). “Strike a most serious “dis-
loyalty to union pxmmples €]
arid to ‘the program (!) of the
labor movement of this country.”

Madam Perkins ésks the Pre-
sident of the Downtown Associa-
tion to cooperate with Frey to
make a vigorous effort to get the
men back to work. ’

MAY 17—Acting Sec’y . of
Navy Forrestal wires Frey that
he- s “shocked” by strike. Also
instructs commandant of the 12th
Naval District and commanding
officers of the Presidio in San
Erancisco to give every assist-
ance to moves to settle the strike
and
sible measure at your command
to this end.”

Commandant Admiral J. W.
Greenslade echoes: “1 qhite agree
with . public statements that the
strike is contrary to the interests
of ‘national defense.”

Senator Truman of Senate In-
vestigating committee sends a
threatening letter to the unions.

MAY 18-—Admiral Land of the
Maritime Commission wires Frey
his complete and wholehearted
support. That makes it almost
unanimous,  "Everybody -~ the
army, navy, the maritime com-
mission, the employers, the Sec-
retary of Labor, Hillman and the
OPM, Bill Green—is solidly be-
hind this phoney Xentucky

((A

er—everybody but the workers
he is supposed to represent!

PRESS HELPS BOSSES

The local press is hot found
wanting in this “war of nerve%
against the strikets.

Says the Scripps Howard paper

| the penitentiary .

“insists you use every pos-|

colonel who poses as a labor lead-

—(News) in a front page editor-

ial angwer to a statement of E.

F. Dillon, AFL Machinist busi-

ness agent that the time has not

yet come when workingnien can’t
quit their jobs m{hwdually or col-
lectively:

“If’s later than you thmi\ The
time HAS come in which wmkmg
men, and management, and edu-
cators; .and everybody else who
cares anything at all. for the
America as we have known it,
must think long and fearfully be-
fore they quit their jobs—indiv-
idually-or collectively.”

The San Franciseco Chronicle
follows on a- slightly different
tack, It points out that British
shipping is-going to the bottom
moie rapidly. than it can be re-
placed by the combined ship-
building facilities of the Empire
and “the "U.S. It threatens that
under ~ these conditions such
strikes: (as-the: one-in-the  ship-
vards) will force passage of the
Vinson Bill. It | insinuates cleverly
by stating that young men are
being taken off their’ jobs and
drafted into the army at $21 a
month and that a few days ago
“a young man who tried to strike:
against this call ;.. has gone to
.” The editor-
ial winds up with the ugly sland-
er: ' ;

“Against that background
any shipyard strike, no matter
who causes it, or for whatever
reason, is a victory for Adolf
Hitler.”

THE GOVERNMENT’S GAME

Why is the government so in-
tent on breaking this strike. Be-
cause they want to lowér the
wage scales—and set a national
precedent.

Actording  to Frank Fox,
representing the employers in
the “master contraét” negotia-
the employers .
ready to g‘rani double-time pay
but the government
that overtime be paid at only
time and a half.

It wasn’t any skin off the em-
ployels hide to concede s0 eas-
ily; in all likelihood™ they are
working on a cost plus basis. Be-
sides, the employers would far
rather have the
fighting the uniQns directly.

Whatever happens to the

Bay -Area shipyard

which is still far from defezit-

tions, were

insisted

strike,

ed, this much is clear: govern-
ment and shipyard operators
are hand in glove against the
unions, with the government

doing the open strikebreaking.
rd

Léader, G¢ts

William Pickens, NAACP

By ALBERT PARKER

Wiltiam Pickens has a new job.
It is with the tederal government,
in the Treasury Department. He
has left his job as branch direc-
tor of the National Association
for the Advancement Of Colored
People.

' This is not suprising to those
who have been watching his de-
velopment in recent years. After
all, he was spending more time
and energy supporting the war
thah “advancing” the colored peo-
ple. For every word he wrote
about the conditions of the Ne-
groes in the United States this
last year, he wrote ten about how
much tougher it would be for
them under Hitler. . -

-1t is fitting for Pickens to do
what he has done. Pickens should
be paid by his real masters, the
.powers whom he really serves.
There has beenh a lot of sound

The Negro Democrats who sup-
ported Roosevelt last year feel bit-
ter because none of them got the

salary. They feel that Roosevelt
should never have appointed a
man like Pickens, who was an
ardent supporter of Willkie  last
November.

They don’t seem to under-
stand what is involved. Pickens
didn’t get the job because of
his position in the president-
ial elections. He got the
job because of his posi-
tion on something far more
important: the war. Roose-
velt picked him because he
supports his war plans, and
certainly ' Pickens stands out

and fury about the appointment.

job, which pays a reported $6,000

head and shoulders above all

Federal Job

the other Negro misleaders
when it comes t¢ war-monger-
ing. He can show the ethers,
both Democrats and Republic-
ans, a lot of tricks at this
game.

But while the job pays well, the
work will be hard. For it is Pick-
ens’ job to sell “defense bonds”
to the Negroes. This won’t be
much easier than selling refriger-
ators to the Eskimos.

For he has two large obstacles
to overcome. 5

First, the Negro peoplé (this
does not apply to the so-called
leaders) do not see any good rea-
son for supporting a war conduct-
ed under Jim Crow conditions to
preserve a ‘“‘democracy” that does
not include them. And before you
can get anyone to shell out money
for a cause, you're got to “sell”
the cause to him. .

Second, of all the groups in
this country, the Né,groes have
less money to buy bonds than
anyone else. The reason for
this is, of course, that the Neg-
roes have been Jim Crowed out
of all the better-paying jobs
in expanding industry, and re-
legated to the hard, low-paid
menial jobs or to the relief and
WPA rolls, by the same capi-
talists who will profit from
the war Pickens is supporting.
Thus, even if they were in some
way to be suddenly aroused,
they would find it virtually im-
possible to buy bonds and.to
bé able to feed and house them-
selves at the same time.

—

Yes, Pickens will have to sweat |

to earn the salary that hig Jim
Crow masters will pay him.

government |

| Detréit- Auto Strikers

' Maqq pwket Tine hefme the mam plant of the Hudson Motor Car Co., Detroit. 8,500 members
of the: United Automoblle Workers - (CIO) Iast week went ‘on’ strike at three plants of the company
"in suppmt of a demand fm wage mcreases of 15 cents an hour

  €;6’;

f 40,

f 40,000 Forces
General Motors To Yield

Top Leaders Look Foollsh When The Strike They Tried To Stop
Quuckly Forces Company To Grant 10- Cent Hourly Increase

(Continued from page 1)

blocked traffic, and celebrated
as though on ho]i@ay.

Carl Swanson, UAW Regional
director in Flint, trigd to findt a
face-saving formula to cover up
the rank and file revolt, by an-
nouncing that the strike had oc-
curred because no one had had
time to receive the news of the
24 hour truce before the 7 A. M.
deadline.

The Chevrolet workers, who
were first to strike, knew all
about the 24 hour stall. And
the “Buick” and ' Fisher- Body #
workers who walked out as’
soon as they heard about Chev-
rolet’s action, also knew what
the  International leadership
had been up to. But they lived
up to the original deadline,
even though their officers did
not have the courage. °

HUGE MASS MEETING

A mass meeting was set for
Thursday night at 8. Addes and
Thomas were expected to-speak
there and announce the terms of
the proposed agreement, which
had not yet been accepted by the
company. But they were forced
down by bad weather in Toledo,
and from there began a wild night
ride to Flint by car and bus. The
job of selling the workers the
idea of going back to work with-
otit' an Agreement was given to
Carl Swanson and Leo Lamotte,
International Board member,
when Addes and Thomas failed
to arrive.

The meeting was huge. The
IM A “Athletic park was packed
with all the workers it could
hold, at least 15,000.

Swanson announced -that the
Mediation Board had made a pro-
posal for a settlement which was
satisfactory to the International
Executive Board, but not yet ac-
cepted by the company. It had to
be kept secret he said becausé
GM would not consider it if it
lavere made pudblic in advance. In
spite of the fact that no one knew
its fer rnis, he demanded the work-
ers accept the vack-to-work advice
of the leadership. He added how-
ever, that should GM not accept
the agreement by Friday morning
a strike would then. be called
throughout GM,

“LEADERS” VOTED DOWN

Bill Genske, recording secretary
of Figsher Local 581, made the
formali motion to concur with
Swanson’s proposal.

He made a bad mistake.

A revolt of the rank and file

" took place at that meeting
' which was a harbinger of the
independent voice of the work-
ers on the march. The meeting
unanimously repudiated the
proposal of the International
Executive Board to go back to
work the following morning
without knowing ‘what was in
the agreement.

Speaker after speaker took the
mike, after climbing over the wall|

But this was a fake. |

| His motion passed

voice to the militant determina-
tion of the 1anks '

The universal note was that
“we’ll not go back to work
blind on the word of men who
have tricked us before.”

John Mc@Gill of the Buick local
made a motion, after several mili-
tant speakers had attacked the
proposal of Swanson and the In-
ternational Executive Board, to
continue the strike until an agree-
ment was presented to the locals.
UnAREMousY.
‘Swanson then asked the assembled

wait -for Addes—and:
arrive.

They did not. A motion was
made and passed with acclaim to
adjourn.

Leo Lamotte, it is worth
mentioning, spoke in favor of
the back-te-work | proposal
along with. others. He asked
the workers “not to get excit-
ed” and ‘“have faith in your
leaders.” He was roundly booed
by disappointed militants who
thought that Lamotte, who is.
reported to be a Communist
Parfy man, would take & fight-
ing stand.’

On Friday morning the picket
lines were bigger than ever de-
spite "the rain. Meetings were
held at local unions at which
Thomas announced the proposed
agreement by that time agxeed
tp by the company.

‘The contrac%\provuled a ten-
cent blanket wage increase, an in-
creased © committeeman  set-up,
more powers for the umpire, pro-
motions. aceording - to seniority
and other less important changes.
But the steward system was not
therg, nor the clesed shop, nor
many other of the original de-
mands which could
won.

WORKERS CRITICAL OF
LEADERS o

At these meetings there was
considerable dissatisfaction. In
the main it was sa feeling that
the leadership had acted in a dis-
loyal manner: in not calling the
strike ongmally as prom1sed and
in confusmg issues so much after
the Flint workers had struck’by
themselves.

Everyone recognize that the ten-
cent raise was won by the strike,
and was not donated to them by
the mediation board as Reuther
would have had the men believe.
" The votes to go-back-to-work
were carried by small margins m
the Flint local union meetmgs

At a conference of local union
officers and chairmen of bargain-
ing committees, held Sunday May
18 in_ Detroit, there was a . vote
to ratify the agreement. A few
voted against ratification. “There
also there was a general feeling
that the whole record of the GM
negotiations was a bad omne, that

board won the tén-cent increase,
and that the failure of Reuther
and Thomas to live up to their
promise to call a GM-wide strike

onto the speakers stand, and gave

strikels whether they wanted to
'i‘hqmag g

have been:

ure to get everything it wanted,
although the rank and file revolt
nevertheless aﬂcmed a big vie-
tory:

The strike, though of short
duration, was a demonstration
of the fact that the UAW can-
not be contrelled by tué bur-
eaucratic clique at the top.

The militants who led the bat-
tle, are determined in the light of
this experience, to send a delega-
tion to the coming UAW conven-
tion in Buffalo which will fight

present the rank and file who are

1a

for a militant ‘program and re-|

Export Strike
Continues Firm

CIO Marine Engiheezfs Wal_k Off Three More ‘
Ships; Attack Currﬁn’s Strikebrea_king |

Export Lines has bccn extended
Maritime Union, another CIO
City docks and man the s[ruci\

fend

engineers of the Exbrook and Ex-
moor nged the strike.

Curran, on May 1, led members
of his unijon, which is composed
of unlicensed men, through the
MEBA picket line and provided
crew for the S. S. Siboney, the
first ship struck on its arrival in
port April 25.

AGAINST COMPANY UNION-

The strike was called against
the - company’s -attempt to force
the MEBA engineers into a com-
pany union.. The Siboney had
formerly belonged to the Ward
Line, with which the union has
a dontract. It was tecently trans-
ferred to the American Export
Line, which has consisténtly re.

which took away the MEBA dele-
gate’s pass.

The strike began on the Sibo-
ney and was then extended to the
Exminster and Excelsior. All but
two of the engineers on these
three ships supported the st'rike.
MEBA officials assert that most

strikebreakers and that some of
the ships, manred by Curran’s
men, left port sHorthanded.

CURRAN’S LIES NAILED
Curran has continued to get

to justify his indefensible scab-
herding actions. In one and the
same statement, issued by the
NMU Nagional Office, Curran first
admits that the MEBA had a pic

ginally respected and then-claims
that the MEBA didn’t maintain
a picket line.

»fulll;of fight.

_Another statement, publiSiled

Not A Moment’s Quiet
On Detroit Strike Front

Auto Workers and C10 Aren’t Only Fighters;
AFL Teamsters Have Just Won Big Battle

DETROIT, Mich., May 19—
A great wave of militancy has
spread through the auto plants
in Detroit, and local union after
local union is taking its place
on the picket line or preparing
the ground for battle.

Without exception
strikes are victotrious.

The Excello styike ended this
week with a five-cent raise for
all workers. This strike oc-
curred in spite of Walter Reu-
ther’s - opposition, when local
union members voted Reuther
down and struck in spite of him.

Similar rank and file revolts
have characterized other recent
struggles. The International lead-
ership of the UAW is powerless

‘these

the strike and not the mediation |.

to control or stifle the determin-
ation of the ranks to defend their
standard of living in the face of
the governmental offensive
against labor.

WORKERS ON THE MARCH

The 7,000 Hudson workers are
out on strike for a ten-cent wage
increfise, basing themselves on
the victory of the GM workers.

The Murray Ohio workers
threatened to strike for wages
and other concessions, but the
compahy  surrendered to the
union’s main. demands.

The ‘LChrysler local represent-
ing the huge Chrysler plants has
announced that, in view of the
increased cost of living, it is
terminating the wage provisions
of the old agreement and is re-
opening mnegotiations demanding
substantial wage increases.

The Budd Wheel local has re-
cently demanded a ten-cent wage
increase and will take a strike
vote in one week if the company
does not come across.

The Bohn Aluminum bm—
ing committee is also negotiating
now for a ten-cent increase.

In spite of the loud cries for
“sacrifice,” the workers are

was the cause of the union’s fail-

facing the rising .costs with a

full blown offensive of their
own and have shown an un-
equalled determination to de-
fend their standards. The In-
ternational leaders who scurry
around trying to put out fires
have. in” recent weeks looked
ridiculous.

GOVERNMENT IS WORIEIED
Washington is well aware that

control the militant ranks beyond
a certain point. Administration
leaders are non-plussed at the
rising wave of strikes, and when
Jesse Jones, RFC administrator,
commented - recently that ‘“all
these strikes shouldn’t end with
wage increases” he quickly. cov-

the past the raises were justified.
He doesn’t dare to tell what. he
really is thinking, “and that is,
how in hell is the government
going to plunge into the war
actively, unless wages are frozen
and cut, labor muzzled and con-
trolled, and the CIO movement
under control?

TEAMSTERS WIN STRIKE

The strikes of the UAW-CIO
in Detroit, which so worried
Washington politicos, were not
all that occurred in- Detroit. A
sensational strike of the AFL
Teamsters undoubtedly did < as
much to cause the cold chills to
run up and down the backs of
the bosses. ' b

By means of a fine spirit of
solidarity between the Team-
sters and the Building Trades
unions, the unions have organ-
ized for the first time the small
‘home builders in Detroit, a field
‘largely untouched by unionism
nationally. The Teamsters
struck'against the lumber deal-
ers and Home Builders Asso-

L e e e o o o ]

ribe to the

-~ oy
‘b.o

“Fourth International”

strikebreaking actions of Joseph Curran, head of

fused to recognize the MEBA, and

of the engineers were replaced by

tangled up in lies in an attempt |

ket line which the NMU had ori -

the CIO top leadership cannot |

ered himself by whining that in|

"l he Marine Enomeezs (CIO) strike against the American

to three more ships, despite the
the National
affiliate, who ordered members

of his union to violate the engineers’ picket bines on the Jersey

ships.

Throwing the lie in the teeth of Curran, who has tried to de-

his slrll\ebleal\mv conduct by t
licensed MEBA engineers were not supporting the mxke, all -
anion men, Lonslituting the majority of the licensed engineers,
walked off the Ixmouth last wwk A few days later all the

falsely claiming that the

in the NMU Pilot, May 9, claims
that the NLRB has certified thé
company union. The MEBA, how-
ever, has produced a letter from
the Second Regional Board, NT.-
RB, which disclaims having certi- :
fied the company union or having
ever held an election, as Curran
falsely told the NMU men in or-
der to get them to pass the picket
line. 4

Local 33, MEBA, which is con-
ducting the strike, last week is-
sued ‘a four-page printed circular
addressed to the CIO members,
including the rank-and-file of the
NMU, telling the full facts in the
Export Line controversy and ap- -
pealing to the NMU men not to
go through the MEBA picket Ting.

In reply to Curran’s claim that
the MEBA had refused to consider
an Export Line proposal to rein-
state all striking engineers, meet :
with the union representatives to'
discuss war bonuses and support
an NLRB election for the engi-
‘neers, the MEBA circular states:

“The statement that the Ex-
port Line made this offer to
the MEBA is absolutely false.
‘The Export Line refused and
still refuses to meet the
MEBA. It has never made any
offer of any kind to the
MEBA.”

The MEBA
points out:

“The MEBA would be foolish to"
agree to a National Labor Rela-
tions Board election as their dele-
gates have no pass to contact the
en.gineers‘ and the company union’ &
has had an exclusive pass to con-
tact the engineers for the past!
three years.” We would only get:
the same sort of election the NMU
got in the Standard O0il of New
Jersey.”

Curran has been in a posmon to.
help organize the unorganized en-
gineers on'the Export Line, on
which the NMU is recognized.
But the NMU delegates have been
reluctant to cooperate with the
MEBA in'supplying it’ with the
names of the engineers or assist-
ing the MEBA in making contact
with the unorganized licensed
men. R s
The MEBA lost out on the Hx:
port Line in the ’36'37 strike,
when it turned down a comphny N
proposal to grant it the closed
shop and wage increases if the
MI«)"BA would sign while Curgan’s i

cireular further °

y union remained unrecognized. The

MEBA refused to desert the un- -
licensed men and finally lost the :
strike. The NMU, later in ’37,
again pulled a strike, . and thigs
time won recognition; but Cur- Ll
ran refused then to support the.
MEBA in gaining a contract.

ciation, and both were forced
to sign an agreement not only —-
with the Teamsters but also
with the Building Trades i
unions. o

FORD SHOWDOWN COMING
Many other battles are pend-
ing. The Ford NLRB vote is set
for Wednesday May 21. On Mon-
day before the vote a huge mass
meeting of Ford workers will be
held by the UAW-CIO in Cadil-
lac square, following a series of
big departmental meetings. Fol- :
lowing the NLRB vote, - the
NLRB hearings will once againy
be resumed and disclose all the
vicious thuggery of the Ford
Service Department. '

The Ford company granted
a wage increase to its River
Rouge werkers and although it
tried to give the credit to the
AFL, all workers in Detroit
know that the great strike of
the CIO in Ford, the GM vjc--
‘tory and wage increase, and
other great battles now being
waged in Detroit by the CIO,
are what caused Ford to loosen
.~ ‘ e
When the CIO wins the NLRB
vote, which it will, negotiations
will begin to bring Ford up t
‘he level of all plants in wages
bargaining procedure and work

ing conditions,
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1t Isn’t News
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hen Rats

B:te Chlldren In Harlem

; Capitalist Press Conceals

Conditions of Negro Metropolis;

 The “American Way of Life” Doesn’t Mean Yery Much In Harlem

By MYRA WARD
Rats, roaches, and exorbitant rents—these descrlbe the hous-
ing of 25 per cent of Manhattan’s population—Harlem.
It isn’t news when infants are bitten by rats in Harlem;
even the Negro papers glve only small space to such stories,

they're so common.

Such items never are mentioned in the columns of the big
bourgeois papers of New York. In fact most of the startling facts
concerning Harlem are either ignored or Suppressed by the bour-

- geois press. The report of a commission appointed by Mayor. La
Guardia in 1936 on health, employment, and housing in Harlem
was not published in a single one of the hig bourgeois papers!

" How widely is it known that the tuberculosis deathrate in
~Harlem is among the highest in the world, that 213 out of every

100,000 people in Harlem die an-

nially from the disease, whereas
even in the congested area of
Néw York’s lower East -Side, the
rate is only 120? No reduction in
this death rate can be expected
until adequate food, sunlight, and
. ‘decent housing are provided. !

THEY PAY FOR POVERTY

' BY DEATH AND DISEASE
Infant mortality is almost dou-
ble the average rate of the rest
of Manhattan. The same is true
" of diseases in general. Harlem
has among the highest rates of
"crime and delinquency, relief
rolls,
same time, it has among the low-
~est income rates in the country.
It is not surprising that these
facts are not publlclzed in the
- ‘boss papers; they are hardly anx-
k ious to acqualnt the workers with
the full extent of their misery.

They are asking the Negroes to.}

“defend the American way of
life” and aren’t anxious to des-
cribe what that way of llfe ac-
tually is for the Negro.
~Harlem, despite its desperate
poverty, is the Negro capital of
the nation. In the past 25 years,
the population of Ha1lem has in-
creased 600 per cent.

From the shacks of the South
and the slums of the industrial

centers of the mid-West, thousands |-

have migrated to Harlem in’

' gearch not only of jobs but also

seeking the cultural center of Ne-
gro life. They have found closed

" doors, dark vermin-infested tene. [

ments, and prejudice at every
“turn. But out of necessity a city
- was created from this where they
‘could live, carry on, business, find
their own amusements.

Whlte landlords attempted tc
‘profit from the influx' of people
by cofiverting -old brownstone
houses  into the largest possible
number of apariments. To do
damp basements
and stuffy attics “apartments,”
‘and divide each floor into many
sections. Hundreds of people are
forced 'into houses meant to ac-
commodate only a few families.
Property is neglected, rules for
multiple dwellings are ignored.

NEGROES LIVE THERE BUT

“OTHERS OWN ITS BUSINESS
It is Tnteresting to note that

-, of the total business ‘in Harlem,
~only 18.6 per cent is’ owned and
~conducted by Negroes. These Ne-
gro-owned businesses. are mainly

and overcrowding. At the’

beauty parlors, barbershops, and
tobacco stores.

A large percentage of the prop-
erty, especially apartment houses,
is owned by Jewish landlords,
which accounts for the so-called
anti-Semitism in Harlem. This
prejudice among some of the Ne-
groes is.an expression of hatred
against the terrible conditions
under which they must live. Na-
turally since this hatred is as
yvet politically undirected, = and

since the most immediate foe is.

the Jewish landlord. or storekeep-
er, it frequently takes the blind
form of denouncing them
Jews.

Housing condltlons are often
unbelievable. To .start with, 85
per cent of the residential struc-
tures in Harlem are 35 or more
years old. That means decrepit,

as

rapidly decaying tenements. That
means buildings which have heen
condemned as fire hazards, but
still crowded with
That means defective fire escapes,
faulty plumbing. ' Many houses
have no central heating, some no
hot water, and some do not even
have an indoor toilet. Often when
it is indoors, it is locatéd in the
kitchen, or ‘some other such un-
desirable spot.

Fires are common experiences
in Harlem; deaths resulting from
them are very frequent.

become almost part of the routine
to hear fire engines at any time
during the day or night racing
down some crowded side street.
So the vicious circle-goes on—
landlords and authorities deliber-
ately ignoring fire hazards, filth,
overcrowding; the people of Har-
lem forced to pay high rent for
the pl‘ivilége of enduring these
condftions because “other sections
of the city are closed to them.
Thus the ruling class, fosters the
division between black and white,
sets up Jim Crow districts, and
pl’oceede to squeezée out every cent
of profit from the people whom
they force to live in danger and

disease.

New York Times Offers A

‘Moderate”’

Program To

Break The Trade Unions

The New York Times is cam-
paigning to secure the adoption
of “a few moderate measures”
which “the ;Administlatlon must
now adopt if it seriously hopes
to reduce the strike evil.”
Dlscourage Strikes” is the title
of the" May 14 Times editorial in
whlch these “few moderate meas-
ures” are explamed

One “moderate” measure is a
Congressional law that before
v\vorkers can go on strike they
must give thirty day’s written
notice.

This law would not be “coere-
ive,” according - to the Times,
which ‘proposes no “positive legal
penalities,” such as electrocution
or life imprisonment, if workers
fail to comply, just the following
“little” ‘‘negative” penalty:

“Workers striking in de-
fiance of this provision  should
lose the right under the Wag-
ner. Act still to be considered
employes of the company
against which they struck.”

To put it more plainly, the em-
ployers would have the right by
law to fire all striking union men

“To |,

and to ‘employ strikebreakers .in
their places.

And the Times editorial adds:

“State and Federal laws
should be revised where neces-
sary to embody: the principle
that while men are free to quit
their jobs at will, they are not
free forcibly to prevent other
men from taking their jobs. On
the same principle, employers
should not be prevented, from
offering those jobs to !other
men...This means that mass
picketing and violence to work-

ers who attempt to enter a

plant must not be tolerated by
... law”

Boiled down to its essence, the
“moderate” Times program - ein-
bodies the strikebreaking methods
of the most vicious open-shopper.
It would put the unions in a gov-
ernment straight-jacket. It would
legalize the time-worn premise of
the employers that to strike means]|
to “quit” the job. It would des-
troy the right to picket effectively.
It would protect the employers
in the wuse of strikebreakers.
That’s “all”! Jst a few “moder-
ate measures”!
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000 in ‘annual wage increases

Officials of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers (CIO) and the Clothing Manufacturers As-
sociation shown signing a new agreement which the union heads claim will provide some $18 000,-

for 135,000 clothing workers.

Clothing Workers Get Raises

7

Stalinist Alibi On Hess:

Conspired With Trotsky!

Somebody Must Have Blundered In the ‘Daily Worker’' Office;
Theirs Not To Reason Why, Theirs But To Do And Lie |

fensive against ‘Trotskyism, the

puiiuﬂ
ence’

Trial vicums,
that “linked”

Moscow
“confession”
sky to. Hess.
Since the Stalin-Hitler pact, the
Stalinist press has not breathed
a reference to the Moscow Trial
frameups. The Kremlin has f\’ul
two years attempted to lay the
ghosts of Piatakov and his fellow
victims. "
And now,

Trot-

the Da 'ly Worker, m
Tear TrotsKyism?
makes the blunder of opening up

‘the graves of the Moscow Trial:

victims and once more directing
attention - to the abominable
crimes of Stalin.

STALIN MURDERED
TROTSKY; BUT
TROTSKYISM GROWS )

The GPU assassination of Trot
sky last August was intended to
destroy Trotskyism, which the
Moscow Trial frameups had fail-
ed to do. Since Trotsky’s death,
however, his ideas and program
of revolutionary internationalism
have continued to flourish.- The
Trotskyist movement has  made
consistent ¥ and measurable ad-
vances. And the Stalinist lackeys
in the United States, answerable
to the wrath of the Xremlin and
its world-wide gangster appara-
tus, the GPU, have become in
creasingly frantic in théir eff01t<
to destroy Trotskyism.

A renewed offensive against
Trotskyism was ordered in the
Communist Party in
Janua}y An internal bu]letxn of
the National Committee 'of the
Communist Party, Party News,
(January.1941), took account,of
the successes of our party, p_arti-
cularly in the Minnesota elections
last November, and called for 8

more intensive campaign than
ever against Trotskyism.
The Stalinist hacks started

grinding away. Now there emerges
“Hess Linked
to Trotskyite Plot on the Soviet

Union; '1‘1‘ials'P1‘oved Deal Aimed
at Smashing Socialism.”
‘When Trotsky demanded an

open hearing, face to face with
his accusers, before any impartial
tribunal in the world, the Krem-
lin Butehcn hunled the hapless
victims mto the dungeons of Lu
bianka, where the executioners’
guns within 24 hours silenced all
testimony and possible
cross-examination.

yThe findings of' the Commission
of Inquiry, headed by Prof. John
Dewey, wrote “finis” to whatever
lurking speculation still remained
as lo the truth or falsity of the
charges made against Trotsky in
the Moscow Trials. The painstak-
ing and definitive work of this
corimittee is- available in two
books, “The Case of Leon Trot-
sky,” and “Not Guilty.”

WHAT PIATAKQV
“CONFESSED” WAS PURE
INVENTION

What was the wPlatakov “eon- |

ligaline with the Communist Party’s current intensified of-

American tools of the Kremlin

have gone to the ridiculous lengths of attempting to utilize
against the Trotskyists—the Hess incident!

In order to.do so, they have had to resort to an idiotic ex-
They have been foolish enough to resurrect the “evid-

> of the Moscow Frameup Trials.

A Stalinist hack, long on memory and short on 111telllg,cnu,
reminds the world, in the May 14.
Piatakov,

{)azly Worker, that one of the
1ad made a reference in his

Daily Worker ghouls ha\;e disin-
terred?

It appears on pages 64-65 of the
Verbatin Report of the Court Pro-

ceedings of the January 1937
Moscow Trials, Piatakov is quoted
as saying:

© “Trotsky . . . then told me that |

he had conducted rather lengthv
negotlatlons Wwith- the Vice-Cl
man of the German National So-
cialist Palty Hess. It is true 1T
cannot say whether there is an
agreement. signed by him,. or
whether there is only an under-
standing, but Trotsky put it to
me as though an agreement ex-
isted, onme which it is true still
had to be given definite shape by
certain - other persons, of whom
I shall speak in camera (in secret
session).”

This statement of Piatokov’s is
the single “link” between Tr otsky
and Hess,

But the Dewey Commission dis-
proved this*statement by proof
that Piatakov never met Trotsky
in Norway, never spoke to Trot-
sky as he had alleged, and there-
fore could never have received
from Trotsky’s lips the revela-
tions about Hess' “revelations”
which had emanated in reality
from the fertile heads of  the
GPU.

HOW THE “CONFESSION”
WAS PROVED A FRAUD
Piatakov asserted that he had
met Trotsky in- December 1935 at
Trotsky’s residence in exile in
Norway. He vowed that he flew
by plane from Germany to Nor-
\\'ay and Janded at a large airfield
“in or near 0Oslo.”

The Commission secmred docu-
mentary evidence from the air-
port officials in Oslo that no for-
eign plane had landed at the Oslo,
airport between September 15,
1935 and May 1936!

The Commission also secured
evidence that it would have been
impossible for Trotsky to have
met Piatakov at. any time with-
out the meeting being known, be-
cause of the constant surveillance
under which Trotsky was placed
in Norway.

The Commission further proved
that Piatakov could never have
traveled by automobile to Trot-
sky’s residence at the time he said
he did, for all roads were impas-
sable, being covered with one
metre of snow. Even had the
roads been passable, he could nol
have made a trip in halt an hour,
as lhe claimed, which normally
takes two and a half hours, All
the material circumstances of Pia-
takov’s.“vigit” with Trotsky were
proved lies. All the “statements”
of Trotsky to Piatakov were there-
by established as pure fabrica-
tions of Stalin’s GPU.

In concluding its observations
on-this “testimony’ of Piatakov,

| fession” about' Hess which the

the report of the Dewey Commis-

sion (Not Guilty, Page 191) de-
clares:

“We hold that the evidence
concerning Piatakov’s alleged
flight in the record of the trial
is open to the gravest doubt;
that the Prosecutor’s silence,
and that of the Court, in the
face of the published testimony
impugning that evidence dur-
ing the trial, warrants, a - sus-
picion of frame-up; that the
doubt which the record inspires
is converted by the/ evidence
offered in rebuttal into cer-
" tainty, that no such flight took
place. 'We therefore find that
Piatakov did not see Trotsky in
(Continued on page 6)
\ :

Packinghouse Men |
Demand New Setup
To Help Build Union

~ The long struggle of the na
tion’s packinghouse workers to es-
tablish an industrial union con-
trolled by themselves in place of
the Stalinist-ridden leadership of
the Packinghouse Workers Organ-
izing Committee has finally come

J|to a head. CIO leaders recently

held ilearings in Chicago at which
many local packinghouse unions
voiced their harsh criticism of
the present national leadership
of the PWOC, " '

The desires of the packinghouse
workers are voiced in a lengthy
resolution recently adopted by the
PWOC Tocal 9 — cavering . the
Hormel plant — of Austin, Min-
nesota, one of the few successful
PWOC locals.

Local ‘9 “condemns all the fac-
tional manipulations and job seek-

ing instrumentalists, including
the top of the PWOC.” It calls
for the establishment of a new

'

organizational staff of the PWOC,
with district directors to be ap-
pointed by the PWOC national of-
fice, each district to have a policy
committee. It calls for “the prin-
ciple of complete ‘equality in the
right to fill positions in PWOC
for Negro packinghouse workers
and women workers.”

Local 9 demands a national
conference of elected delegates
from PWOC locals to be called
immediately, the _ representa-

tion to be one delegate for each
100 duesspaying members, the
agenda to of two
peints: reorganization of
PWOC, and conditions " in the
packinghouse industry,

consist

Austin  packinghouse ’Workers
express strong disapproval of the
recent 8% wage. increase tossed
as a bone to the workers by the
large packers. What is needed is
“an additional flat increase in
pay of 15¢ per hour, improve-
‘ment in working conditions and
contracts oi a national scale with
the *big packers in the country,”
Local 9’s resolution concludes.

Yo

Jom the Socmlm

Workers Pcrty

California Agricultural Workers

\Organizing In Union Drive

~

Breaking Into Assoc.

Farmers Strongholds;

AFL Becoming Interested In These Workers

By JOHN

is left. Climate, soil and wages
are about as favorable as any
place in the world: With low
wages, annual profits are certain.

As a guarantee against wage-in-
creases, California capitalists have
formed a powerful organization
to combat labor orgamnization. The
Associated Farmers not only fight
to prevent the organization of
agricultural workers but, in com-
bination with the Industrial As-
sociation and the Chamber of Com-
merce — its parents — it con-
stantly attacks organized city la-
bor.

In this they are logical: a
strongly organized, progressive
city labor movement will mean
an organizatignal drive for the
field workers. They know what has
caused the failure in the organi-
zation of the agricultural workers
in the past: a lack of support
from the city workers’ unions.

BOSS TERROR FAILS

They fear labor organization
worse than a drought. They have
fought it with everything at their
command: they spend millions of
‘dollars to buy editors, spies, pol-
ice and officials, to break unions,
strikes and labor legislation. Their
thugs- and police have terrorized,
beaten and killed hundreds of
workers and countless orgénizers.
When corruption, terror and star-
vation failed, they used the courts
to imprison those who threatened
their open shop.

But in spite of their power they
are losing the fight. Hére and in
Riverside the union workers beat
these: qntidabor mobsters down
with baseball bats when they came
into conflict. They will do it
again should the occasion arise.

The teamsters were, and” remaln,
in the forefront of t‘natmb‘é )
With the successes of their nuh—‘
tant - policy and their strategic

position they rallied the rest of

WHEELER

SAN BERNARDINO, California—The bankers’ Assoc1atcd
Farmers used to place Riverside -and San Bemardmo at the .
head of their list of strongholds. But things have changed: the
labor movement has grown stronger; and thL workers are rapidly
completing their task of knockmg the guts out of these labor-
hating and labor-hated vigilantes.

Big-money interests “have large investments in California
agriculture. They own huge ranches, packing-house chains, cot-
ton gins and canneries. They hold mortgages on the bulk of what

The effects of then organizing
pollcy on agricultural labor are
shown by two recent events: )

1. The Teamsters here were res-
ponsible for the organization of
a local of agricultural workers in
a nearby citrus area. In the little
more than a year of its existence,
the local has grown to over three
hundred members and is steadily

bor movement sends. someone to
each of its meetings to direct and
educate the membership. They
continually impress the young un-
ion with the need for a militant
policy. _

2. A local composed almost en-
tirely of Mexican agricultural
workers was established . some
time ago in Ventura county.
About four months ago this union#
went out on strike. During the
first part of the strike the packing-
house workers were taken into the
local thus giving the union an
industrial form.

been hired as scabs. But opera- -
tions have been paralyzed.

AFL IS INTERESTED

The AFL of California is sup--
porting the strike with an energy
that amazes those who have seen
their lack of interest in agricul-
tural strikes of the past.

Several car-loads of the scab-
picked fruit reached Corona—
not far from San Bernardino—
to be processed. The Team-
sters declared it “hot cargo”
and refused to allow anyone to
move it. The lemons began- to
turn to juice and run down the
street. -The producers were .
forced to have the railroad haul
the rotten and useless  fruit

could be found to dump them
into the river, 4 ;
This is- happening in the land

the labor movement to their side

of the Associated Farmers!

Minneapolis Labor Slate
Places In Primaries

»

(Continued from page 1)

jon take up the question of or-
ganizing a permanent delegated
Labor Party and\plan for the forf
mation of a national Labor Party.

STALINISTS TAKE BEATING
The Stalinist-FLP campaign was
a mixture of pacifist clap»txjap
plus heated attacks upon the So-
cialist Workers Party. In all his
talks Al Hansen poured out lies
against the “Dunnes.” .

“The more certain the Dunnes
s'ay that I'm wrong, the more cer-
tain I am that I'm right,” he said.
That the workers of Minneapolis
differ with him is apparent from
the tiny vote 15011ed by Hansen.
The FLP defeat in Minneapolis
strikes another blow at the tot-
tering FLP in this state, which
had placed considerable hope in
making a respectable showing in
the Minneapolis campaign. The
state FLP paper, The Leader,
Stalinist-controlled, accused the
Trotskyists of intending “to cut

which would be the private prop-
erty-of the labor skates.”

That is, the Stalinists fight
tooth and nail against the idea
that organized labor should
form its own independent poli-
tical party, based wupon and
controlled by the trade union
movement. The Communist
Party is still clinging to its
Popular Front eoncept of sub-
ordinating labor to the liberals
and small businessmen in" a
. mushy third party. )
The day after primaries, the
Stalinist-controlled CIO  Indus-
trial Union Council called upon
the Farmer-Labor group to run
a sticker -candidate against Eide.
But Hansen could get only 6,000
votes in the primaries, a Stalin-
ist-controlled sticker candidate for
mayor couldn’t make a dent in
the labor vote. ]

LABOR ANSWERS

the mighty F-I. movement down |
1to a small, narrow ‘Labor Party’

STALINISTS
Anbwerlng Stalinist slirs upon
ticket, or-

‘the labor Roy Wier,

ganizer for the Minneapolis. Cen-
tral Union, stated in a recent ra-
dio address:

“It is quite safe to repeat
here that 95 per cent of organ-
ized labor in Minneapolis is in=
‘terested in and true to the
principle of indépendent politi-
cal -action, and why shouldn’t
they be, after the many exper-
iences of a lifetime? We as 2
committee are not wavering on
that issue, nor has this (poli-
tical) committee any hopes or
~ambitions to make any deals
with any other political part-
ies. On the contrary we intend
to try and eliminate such poli-
tical parties as are now dictat-
ing policies and propaganda ‘
for the organized labor move-
ment...Our committee has
hopes that after this election
the Hennepin County Farmer-
Labor movement will know def-
initely and decisively what kind
of an honest political party
labor looks forward to and is
willing to support and fin-
ance. /

N

LABOR’'S GOOD PROSPECT

The labor ‘slate is in‘an excel-
lent position to win the general
election June 9th. Most of the la-
bor aldermaniec candidates won so
decisively that they -are conceded
victory, as are the labor .candi-
dates for the variols city boards.

The bhoss candidate for mayor,‘
Kline, is running on a program
drafted by the Junior Chamber of
Commerce, demanding that the:
chief of police be placed: under
civil service and given a life-time
job. This is the same anti-labor
proposal* the . businessmen tried-
unsucessfully
1937.

Kline can pick up all of Mayor
Leach’s votes and still be roundly
defeated if the labor political com-
mittee is able to arouse the work”

in¢reasing in size. The local la- =

Migrants from ;
the Middle Western States have

ers and turn out the labor vote.
This can be done by hammering

away on the 1ssues of: War a

“li back ‘to Ventura “where scabs'

to get adopted in- ~
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THE MILITANT

“LLABOR WI’I‘H A WHITE SKIN
The CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF
WHERE LABOR WITH A BLACK
§KTN IS BRANDED’ KARL

Negro Struggle

By ALBERT PARKER

The Negro March
To Washington

Last week in this column we discussed the

fr— e

March to Washington on July 1, and indivcated’

the full agreement of the Socialist Workers Party
with such an undertaking. We also warned that
if the march were to accomplish anything, it
would have to be militant, on a mass scale, and
hased on the proper set of demands.

It is as yet too early to determine just what

the Randolph Committee means by the “mili-
tancy” which they urge the Negroes to exercise
in this march. It is also too early to determine
in what way the Committee, and.the local groups,
are going to mobilize the marchers, and whether
they will really succeed in bringing out the
masses.

But it is already possible to discuss the gen-
eral approach of the Committee, as set forth in
its - “Call To America” (copy available from
Negroes’ Committee To March On Washington
For Equal Participation in National Defense,
Suite 301, 217 West 125 St., New York City).

This Call is filled with militant words and
some not-so-militant ideas. It demands the end

of Jim Crowism; it stresses the need for action ~

by the Negroes to bring it about; but it does not
indicate the correct kind of action and program.

As a result, it is filled with. contradictions from -

one end to the other, which will have to be set-
_tled in one direction or another.

What The Call Says

In one place the Call says:

“But what of national unity? We believe in
- national unity which recognizes equal opportunity -
of black and white citizens to jobs in national
defense and the armed forces, and in all other
' institutions and endeavors in America. We con-
" .demn all dictatorships, Fascist, Nazi and Com-
munist. We are loyal, patriotic Americans, all.

“But, if American democracy will not defend
jts defenders; if American democracy will not
protect its protectors; if American democracy will
not give jobs to its toilers because of race or
color; if American democracy will not insure
equality of opportunity, freedom and justice to
its citizens, black and white} it is a hollow mock-
ery and belies the principles for which it is sup-
posed to stand.”

Why all those ifs? Don’t we know very well
what is going on? Is there any real doubt in their
minds as to exactly what is happening to the
Negro in our great American democracy?

Just turn those two paragraphs around, read
the second first, and you’ll get a better picture of
what the Call’s declaration of loyalty amounts to.
_Yowll see.that. it is a declaration of l,oyalty to a.
hollow mockery, and that hidden behind the “1fs”
is a potential surrender of the fight for full equal-
ity for the Negro people.

Maybe they don't think so, but the ruling class
in this country sees it and they will say, “Don’t
worry too mtuch about this whole business of the
march; no matter how _theyy are treated, they
promise that they’ll go along and that they’ll
drag the masses behind them.”

This is one of the contradictions that must be
solved before a fight against Jim Crowism is go-
ing to be successful. Loyalty to a Jim-Crow sys-
tem can never end in its destruction and replace-
ment by a system of equality.

Kinds of Mass Action
:For Effective Struggle

This 1s not the only instance of the Call for
the.march making concessions to the.ideas looked
on with favor by the ruling class. In another
- place it says:

“However, we sternly.counsel against violence
and ill-considered and intemperate action and
the abuse of power. Mass power, like physical
power, when misdirected, is more harmful than
helpful. ’

“We sumlnon you to mass action that is or-
rerly and lawful, but aggressive and militant, f01
Justloe equality and freedom.

: “Cr1spus Attucks marched and died as a
martyr for American independence. Nat Turner,
Demark Vesy, Gabriel, Harriet. Tubman and Fred-
erick Douglass fought, bled and died for the eman-
cipation of Negro slaves and the preservation of
American democracy.”

. Our criticism of this section of the Call should
not be mistaken to mean that the Socialist Work-.
ers Party is in favor of “ill-considered and intem-
perate action” or anything of the kind. Not at all.

But who is served by this reassurance that
everything is going to be nice and respectable
and within the ‘“lawful” bounds established by
the ruling class and its anti-labor, Jim Crow
legislatures and courts?

Once again, the Bourbon politicians in Wash-
ington will smile and say, “It’s nothing to worry
about, they are only letting off a little steam.”

Does ‘this serve the interests of the struggle
against Jim Crowism? If so, we fail to see it.

And if we are going to talk about history,
let us talk ahout it correctly. Did King George
the Third think that Crispus Attucks’
was “lawful”? Did the slaveholders of Virginia
think that Nat Turner was “‘orderly”? '

The trouble is that the Randolph Committee
is too much concerned about what the powers-
that-be may think about them. And as long as
that is true, they lead a half-héarted fight, in
spite of all their talk about aggressiveness and
militancy.

Considerations such as these may seem trivial
on first glance, but they help to determine the
character of the entire march, and those who
want a successful and meaningful march must
think about and correct them.

(Continued next week)

| sleeping quarters.

action -

Party, who died defending the

upon
morning of May 24, 1940.

A.month Itltcr on June 25,
a lime-filled pit in the cellar of
been a hangout of his assassins.
~his brain.

comrades who were acting as
Trotsky’s guards, he knew full
well he was going to help defend
the most dangerous outpost of the
international revolutionary move-
ment. -

‘Whoever undeltook the task of
guarding Leon Trotsky knew that

body one marked for assassina-
tion by Stalin, commanding the
resources of one “of the biggest
nations on earth. Whoever stood
in the way of Stalin’s gangsters
was himself marked for death.
Seven of Tlotskys secretaries
and guards had already paid the
supreme price for their devotton
to and protection of the founder
of the Fourth International. Bob
Harte became the eighth on this
honor roll of martyrs.

THE ASSASSINATION
ATTEMPT OF MAY 24, 1940
Through a ruse, 27 desperate
agents of the GPU managed to
gain entrance into the walled
grounds .and blasted their way
with machine guns to Trotsky’s
They riddled
his bed with a stream of slugs,
and hurled incendiary hombs in
an effort to destroy Trotsky’s in-
valuable archives and documents.
Trotsky and his wife, Natalia,
escaped — this time — by mira-
culous chance, Trotsky had fore-
seen this eventuality for years, as
many of his closest associates and

struck down by the hand of Sta:
lin. At the first -sound  of . dis-
turbance, the couple had ‘thrown
themselves into a dark corner
while one of the gunmen machine-
gunned their bed to pieces.

After the attackers had finally
withdrawn, it was discovered that
Harte" had been kidnapped.

The Stalinist press at first at-
tempted to mislead the search for
Harte' by spreading the slander
that Harte was in complicity with
the assailants, and then by alleg
ing that the assassination attempt
was faked up by Trotsky himself
for the sake of publicity.

But the full facts of the guilt
of Stalin and his GPU were
brought to light when nine ar
rested Stalinists confessed to
their personal participation in the
assault and implicated a score of
others. It was proved that the
leaders of the assault were David
Alfaro Siqueiros, a Stalinist of
fifteen years standing and presi-
dent of the Stalinist Union of
Mexican ex-combatants in Spain,
and David Serrano, a member of
the Central Committee of the
Mexican Communist Party.

It ‘'was while the Mexican police
were searching for the police uni-
forms that the assailants had
worn during the assault, tl{at
they accidently uncovered the
crude grave in which the murder-
ed Harte was buried.

LINK BETWEEN

HARTE MURDER AND
SLAYING OF TROTSKY

- How did the assassins manage
to. make their way into the forti-
fied residence? Why was Harte
kidnapped?

It was not until the GPU suc-
ceeded in its mission of slaying
Trotsky, on August 21, 1940, that
sufficient facts were uncovered to
make a complete reconstruction ot
the criminal acts of May 24.
Those who had confessed their
connection. with the first crime
repeatedly spoke of a mysterious
person, speaking with a “French”
‘accent, who appeared to be direct
ing the assault.

It can de deduced that the
GPU gang made its entrance into
the Trotsky residen-e through the
assistance of someone who was
known to the guards. Harte yn-
doubiedly knew who that person
was. He was kidnapped and mur-
dered to prevent his revealing the
identy of this person.

Had he lived to identify the
person who appeared on May: 24
in the guise of a friend and wheo
effected the opening of the gates
to permit the entry of the ma-
chine-gun gang, Harte undoubted-
ly would have named Frank Jac-
son, . later the assassm of Leon
Trotsky.

Trotsky's residence in. Coyoacan,

he was shielding . with his own.

his two sons and daughters were |

Eve;y essential fact of the May |,

|| Bob Harte Died Defending

This May 24 marks the first. anniversary of the GPU mur-
der of Rcbert Sheldon Harte, member of the Socialist Workers

life of Leon Trotsky.

Bob Harte, who was-one of Comrade Trotsky’s secretary-
guards, was kidnapped during

the GPU machine-gun assault
Mexico, in. the early

Bob’s body was found buried in
a near-by farmhouse, which had
Two bullets had been fired into

When 24-year cld Bob Harte left New York City to join the

murder of Bob Harte is now
known, The Mexican police have
the confessions of a number oi

| the crlmlnals 'ﬁvely paltlclpam

is known.

"The murderer
known., That murderer
Siqueiros.

of Harte _ i
is Alfarc

It was Siqueiros who confessed”
ly- directed the gang in the kid
napping of Harte. It was Siquei
ros who confessedly hired the hut,
in which Harte’s body was found,
It was Siqueiros’ wife who con
fessedly -bought the cot on whiel
the kidnapped Harte was mur
dered. Whether Siqueiros actuall;
fired ithe final shot into Harte’s
brain is still not know. But that
is immaterial. Siqueiros directed
the murder. He is guilty.

THE GPU MANAGES TO
BUY MEXICAN “JUSTICE”
Despite this proven guilt, Si-
queiros is how free..The almost
unlimited resources of Stalin
which financed the assassinations
of Harte and Trotsky have been
able to buy Mexican capitalist
“Jjustice” as well.

Siqueiros was released on bail,
after two out of three judges, in
the hearing in Mexico City on the
Harte murder charge, voted, on
March 26, in favor of dropping

'this charge on the grounds that

24 assault on Trotsky and the

shown that Siqueiros had person-
ally pulled the fatal trigger, al

no ‘“‘concrete” evidence could be

. though the judges

conceded he

had directed the attack on Trot-
sky’s house. ¥
Less than a month after his re-

v which Bob

rotsky

Stalin’s GPU Kidnapped And Murdered Him On May 24, 1940

Robert Sheldon Harte—1916-1940

lease, Siqueiros jumped his bail
and flew by plane to Cuba. His
intentions of leaving Mexico were
fully known before his flight, The
daily press of Mexico reported his
preparations, including his open
arrangement for passports and
other documents. The venal Mex-
ican officials did nothing, pretend-
ing not to know Si quenos’ legal
p051t1on

No doubt Stalin thinks that he
and his agents will never face an
accounting for their crimes. No
doubt he hopes the workers of
the world will forget the memory
of Bob Harte.

will we ever forget. The Trotsky-
-ists will -continue to refresh the
memory of the working class.

STALIN WILL PAY FOR
HIS ANTI-LABOR CRIMES

The pohtlcal system which can.
defend itself only with the bul-
lets of hired assassins is a weak
and crumbling system. It is doom-
ed by the overwhelming wrath of
the lgreat masses. who suffer un-
der it.

Stalin and his pawns will yet
pay for their crimes. That justice
will not speak through the smok-
ing pistols of skulking hirelings.
It will speak through the organ-
ized might of tremendous masses,
marching in the opeﬁ,‘\consciously
destroying by revolutionary action
the whole political, system of
counter-revolutionary Stalinism.

That 1is the only vengeance
Harte, on the basis
Marxist principles = for

would

of the
which he lived and died,
have wanted.

In once again paying tribute to
the memory of a brave and loyal
Bolshevik, we do so in the knowl-
edge that his vengeance, a social

vengeance, is assured.

The “isolationists”
Senator Wheeler. He at once ca

He dared not be specific, any more
than the other capitalist spokes-
men. - His attitude 1is revealed,
however, in the rémark he made
to reporters:

“If the Pre51dent of the Unit-
ed States would follow the
wishes of the American people,
he would seek to bring about
peace, He knows that you can-
not force democracy on some-
body—that democracy has to
come from within.”

This means in so many words:
Do not try to eradicate fascism
in Germany. Leave Hitler alone.
Let him stay in power. Implied
in this attitude is the great fear
of the reactionaries that any de-
feat of Hitler, any overthrow of
fascism in Germany, can only
mean working class revolution.
Rather than this, Wheeler prefers
a negotiated peace on Hitler’s
terms.

“PEACE” ADVOCATES WANT
WAR AGAINST THE USSR

More than this. Wheeler
the Daily Worker is quite right
on ‘this _point would like
to see the “real” war, the
war between Germany and
Russia. Wheeler jumped at the
idea that the Nazis were divided
as to their next step; that some,
including a Hess faction, wanted
Hitler to end the war with Eng
land in order to turn on Stalin
and begin the imperialist division
of Soviet Russia. Wheeler wants
Roosevelt to encourage this turn
in the war by all means.

Roosevelt has remained silent
.on the issues raised by the Hess
incident. Naturally a. negotiated
peace at this time, giving Hitler
the victory in the war, would be
a blow at Roosevelt's prestige
and politics, the politics of “de-
mocratic” imperialism. If the war
ends in a German victory the posi-
tion of the United States is weak-
aned internationally. Futhermore
everyone, recognizes that the
wreater war for world domina-
tion, the war between United
States and German imperialism,
«would not be postponed for very
long.

The flight of Hess to England has been most revealing in
the reactions it called forth on the question of peace.
gave expression fo their views through

occasion of the Hess flight to attempt to bring about a nego-

tiated peace between the two imperialist camps.
- Does Wheeler have in mind any particular peace terms?e

Labor Party members of the Ca-

TERYY

lled on Roosevelt to utilize the

ishing with what unanimity the

binet have spoken out — amidst
the pregnant silence of Churchill
and the Tories. It is clear that
the Laborites were forced to speak
out without consulting Churchill.
Just think what it would mean
to Bevin and Morrison and the
other labor lackeys if their parti-
cipation in the Tory Government
ended in a negotiated peace witl
Hitler! Their betrayal of English
labor would be so devastatingly
clear that -they might very well
fear to come face to face with
the workers they “represent.”

' The mistake of the workers is
in thinking that an outright vie
tory for British -imperialisw
would make much difference. Sc
far as the Laborites are concerned
a victory too would end the clas:
truce and they would be kicked
aside by Churchill.

One thing is clear. The Hess
matter has not smoked the imper-
ialists of either camp out intc
declaring any terms of peace. In
this the - capitalist war-makers
show their good class sense. For
if they were to. state their real
aims, which can be nothing but
the plundering and looting of the
world, the masses of workers
would not care to fight for them
for a single moment.

But Churchill willing as he
might be to come to terms witl
Hitler, has to consider the British
working class, not the no-accoun
representatives of the Labor Par’
ty, but the great masses, who tol
erate Churchill only because the)
think he is fighting against fasc
ism.

The Stalinists naturally sensec
immediately the ‘great danger tc
Russia in a negotiated peace a:
this time. Far from preparing the
working class. at home or abroar
for such a situdtion,
Stalin’s poliéy has been disas
trous for both Russia and the
world proletariat, His entire pro

eritical phrases thrown in about

however |

paganda in all the countries has
called for peace. The few hypo

have not half hidden Stalin’s de-
sire to see peace at any priee, a
negotiated peace, any peace SO
long as Russia was left alone. The
first talk of peace between Bri-
tain and Germany, however, has
shown that it would in all like-
lihood mean war on Russia.

NEITHER THEIR WAR . .
NOR THEIR PEACE

The issue of peace, as the is-
sue of war, involves the fate of
the Soviet Union. It involves also
the fate of the working class in
the class struggle. That is why
every Marxist stands apposed to
an imperialist peace just as much
as to the imperialist war. An im-
perialist ‘war means a war carried
on by capitalist governments for
imperialist aims. If the war start-
ed by the capitalist class to ac
complish its policies of robbery,
is ended by that same class, the
peace can only be a robber’s peace.

The negotiations between the
capitalist repi‘esentatives of twa
countries would merely involve
the transference from one to the
ather colonies and markets and
loot, If the imperialists are per-
mitted to make the peace,
only mean a far worse Versailles.

If the British won, then many
have already proposed that this
time Germany should be treated
even worse than last: it would be
divided up into small states as
in the Middle Ages. If Germany
wins then all Europe and more
besides will: be crushed under the
heel of Germany imperialism.

The working class wants a de-
mocratic peace, the kind of peace
proposed by Lenin and the Bolsh-
eviks when they took power in
the first World War. Such a
peace would mean no annexations
and no indemnities, not in the
sense of reestablishing the sta-
tus quo that existed before the
war, That is impossible in any
case. But it would mean the real
self-determination of all national
peoples, in the colonies as well
as in the advanced countries.

But the workers cannot make
the peace without taking state
power into their own hands. It-
is the ruling class of the nation
that makes peace, as well as
war. To become the ruling class
the workers would have to
overthrow the present capital-
ist ruling class.

it can |,

hat “Negotiated’’ Peace Means

T helr Peace.. Would Be. As Impermhsl; As . Thelr W(u

during the last war: “One cannot
jump out of an imperialist war,
one cannot attain a democratic,
unoppressive peace without over-
throwing the power of capital,
without the state power passing
to  a different class, the proleta-
riat.” !

Not the Wheelers, not the Roos-

'ev‘elts, not the Churchillg, nor the

Bevins and Morrisons who serve
the capitalists, can make a democ-
ratic peace: Nor can such a peace
be brought about by Stalinist pro-
paganda for peace. As Lenin said
to the socialist elements who act-
ed in the last war as the Stalin-
ists do in this ‘one: “There is
nothing more harmful than
phrases like the ‘manifestations
of the people’s will to peace’ .

Everybody, including Hitler,
says he wants peace. But each of
the representatives of national ca-
pitalism advances as peace the op-
pressive conditions of “his” im-
perialism. The truly democratie
gocialist slogans for peace can
only be made effective by the
power of the proletariat; that is,
by a series of revolutions in all
the advanced countries.

Such a peace would be followed
not by the re-division of Germany
or of Europe inte new:states, not
by the division of Soviet Russia
among the imperialist victors, but

-ih. a Soviet United States of Eu-

rope. Soviet Russia must be de-
fended by the workers against
the imperialist bandits in both
robber-camps, so that later, clean-
sed of the disease of Staliniém, the
Soviet Union can enter into this_
new Europe. = Such an’ Europe
would repudiate all the capital-
ist debts, freeing the masses to
that extent from the bankrupting
burdens of the war.

daring to set forth any program
of revolutionary peace. But the
revolutionary proletariat - which.
succeeds in taking power first, it
does not matter in which of the
countries, will at once repeat the
terms proposed by Lenin and
Trotsky to terminate the first
World War. Those terms, proposed
by workers, cannot but help to
sproa.d the revolution to all the
countries of Eurcpe. Only in this
way can the workers end the war

with a democratic peace.

In England it is hardly aston-

a- “democratic, people’'s” peacs,;

'

As Lenin said again and again

J W,

. But we have not forgotten, nor |

- and of unity in.this strug

land in the war

Stalin proposed peace without |

The Problem Of
Natlonal Freedom

For Poland -

By JACK WEBER

Who is it that siruggles Jor Polish indepen-
dence ? First, there are the former rulers who have
set up their government-in-exile under the’ pro-
tection of Churchill in Londou. Then theve are
the Social Democrats, particularly the leaders who
fled for their lives from Hitlér and Stalin, WJth |
the latter and outside their ranks we find also
many Jews. All these exiles suppoit the ciuse of
English imperialism,
ratic cause, hoping
restoration of Poland after the war.

Are all these elements figuring for
cause? Are the Polish 4gen‘evals, the reactionary
"landed aristocracy, the Social Democrats, the op-

which they call tha democ-‘
that its vigtory will bring the

thoe same -

pressed Jews, all in the same camp? Insofar as ‘

all of them support one of he
tenders for world domination, they surely are in’
the same camp. But so far ‘as their hopes and
losives for the future are concsrued,
just as surely poles apart.

imporialist -con- ..

they -are ;

In the case of Poland p'artichlax‘ly, it is im])bsi,_

sible for the forces demanding national liberation:
to hide the absolutely unbridgable gulf between
the social classes. Despite the German treatment
of the Poles, despite their common exile and dis-
persion -due to- the combmed conquest of H1tler’
and Stalin,
Poland of yesterday. No talk of national !beration
gle, can hide the reali-.

these nationalists cannot forget . the L

ties of the class struggle in “united” Poland. Not

all this talk can hide the impossibility to achieve
democracy under the ruling class, the capitalists
and landowners, of poverty-stricken Poland. '
The enfire history of Poland between two vt?ars
is too vivid a memory. The workers and peasants, :
among them the Jewish workers, cannot forget,'
for the Polish Junker rule seared itself into their

memories. The Polish reactionaries therelore .do

not even pretend that they have changed in any
way, do not even pretend that they propose, if
placed again in power, to act differently. Even
in London they do not hide their utter contempt
for the masses, and abové all for the Jews.

As Antl-Semitw As the Nazis

The actions of the ruling caste m,L_ondon have
become a scandal for the English. Anti-Semitism
in the Polish military forces selvmg with the
English was so intense that ten Jewish m111tary
doctors resigned in protest. The Polish National
Council, the “parliament” in exile, ];n"oposed‘re;‘j
cently that after the war all Jews be driven out
of Poland _and sent to Madagascar. Jestem Pola- .
ke, organ of the Polish “National Democrats,”
regularly carries on in. London the same.racial
propaganda contained in the Nazi press. The pro-
tests of the British liberals and of the Engli811
press, partlcularly the London New Chromcle,

! tinuing hxs ald to the Pollsh generals. In;actua’l

fact the British bourgeois press is scandalized

not so much by the well-knewn fact of the anti-

Semitism of the Polish ruling class, but by its
openness.

All of this places the Jews who support Eng-
in an impossibly contradictory
position. They cannot pick and choose as to what
part of Churchill’s program they support and What
part reject. Their one hope—vain hope!—is that
Churchill and the other “democratic” imperialists
will “reward” them for their support by obtaining
concessions for them. Churchill will do this no
more for the Polish Jews than he will for the
British' working class right at home. Churchill
fights this war for British capitalism, and for

British capitalism alone. The Poland that ‘Wi'lll;;

get his support now and in the future is capi-
talist Poland, the ally of British imperialism;
The Social Democrats are in no better posi-
tion. While speaking for 'a double goal in their .
struggle, national and social liberation, they place
first the national goal. Their underground pl‘ess"
in Poland states that “the main task of the Polish
working masses is the re-establishment of the
full independence and liberty of Poland,” adding
of course that it must base its existence on the
principles of demacracy and “social justice.” The
past, they say, must never be repeated, nor will
they exchange Hitler-slavery for Stalin- -slavery.
But just how willj support of capitalist. Eng-
land bring about’ democracy and freedom from
slavery ? Churchill proposes, if he proposes to do
anything at all for Poland; to restore the old
Poland, to restore the old Poland and no other.

Liberation Can Only Be Socialist

Al

Nowhere is it clearer than in Poland that class

society makes real liberation, both national ‘and
social,
allies himself with Churchill allies himself with
the Polish Junkers and fights not for liberation
but for a form of slavery only quantitatively ai}d
not qualitatively different from that of Hitler,
The Polish capitalists use the idea of mnational
independence :and national liberation for the pur-
pose of misleading workers into support of théir
capitalist rule. When they point to the need for
“unity” in the struggle against a foreign oppres: i
sor, they mean to enlist the masses under the
‘banner of the ruling, class. Those who link t{o-
‘gether the fight for democracy and the fight for
a free nation with “democratic” imperialism,
serve the Polish Junkers and not the masses,
The workers and peasants of Poland will lib-
erate themselves as Poles when they liberate them-
selves as workers and peasants from the grip of
their exploiters. The danger of national enslave-

- ment exists for all Ilurope so lonk as capitalism

exists. Only the overthrow of this system . will
remove that danger. Then, and only then, can the
nations of Europe really achieve unity, the unity
of the workers and peasants, the unity of the
Socialist United States of Europe. What are the
rivalries of the states of Europe today but th

rivalries of the capitalist ruling ¢lasses, each one
desiring to maintain and extend its power to ex-
‘ploit the masses. The masses desire peace and"
would gladly cooperate the . moment the upper
class dlsappears from hxstory

impossible under capitalist rule. Whoever *
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
-of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to tram workers to become
officers. ’
Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.

Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.
A peoples’ referendum on any and all
wars. ;
. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
: operation under workers’ control.

5. For a rising scale of wages to meet the
" rising cost of living.
Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

- A Workers’

~ment.

and Farmers’

: o ] I .
If Britain Wins
A favorite method used by those who are anx-
jous to convince the masses that they should sup-

port the democracies in this war is to picture the .

dreadful consequences of a fascist victory. We can-
not and do not deny the truth of the proposition
that the masses would indeed be in a terrible sit-
uation in case of a fascist victory, although we
deny categorically the implicit argument of the
_democrats that the workers will never recover from
such ‘a victory.

But let us try to picture the results of a victory
of English and American imperialism. The demo-
crats somehow or other almost completely avoid

~any discussion of what will follow a victory of the
capitalist democracies. They simply assume that
with the defeat of Germany all the countries of
Europe will become democratized and those who
. were forced to vacate their positions when the
‘Nazis came in will be restored to power. -

- Different and more realistic ideas of the prob-
~able situation of Europe after a Nazi defeat are

held by hard-headed officials of the various em- .

bassies in Washington. These officials recognize
hat conditions in Europe after a German defeat

vill be just as appalling as after a German victory. :

A dispatch from Washington in the New York
Times of May 18 indicates that the embassies there
picture Europe after a Nazi defeats as a completely
disorganized continent with hungry people fighting

amongst themselves and no group strong enough'

to restore order. The United States, say these em-
bassy officials, must now begin the accumulation
-of huge food reserves and be ready to feed a hun-
gry Europe. And what is more, the United States
mIst\be ready to “tell or order the other nations
what to do,” says the dispatch.

While it is not stated in so many words, it is
-ctlear that what is meant is that the masses will not
stand for a restoration of the capitalist regime and
the United States must be prepared to crush every
revolutionary uprising,.

~ And even if the U.:S. army or the English army
is not sent to assure order, the conditions will be
advantageous for a fascist or military dictatorship.

One thing and one thing only will prevent either
a fascist dletatmshlp or a military dictatorship,
and: that is the proletariat taking power into its
own hands. But for that a Ievolunonany party is
_essential. That is another practical and nnperame
reason ‘why the building of such a party now is so
all-lmportant

~And it is impossible to bulld such a pdrty by
supporting the imperialists and thus assuming re-
sponsibility for the war and all its dreadful con-
sequences. To train the vanguard to look upon
capitalism as the cause of fascism and thus to pre-
‘pare that vanguard to destroy capitalism whenever
the opportunity offers itself—that is the only meth-
od to take advantage of the ‘situation that will
present itself after a defeat for Hltler.

FDR’s

Govern- -

After The War
Secretary of State Hull made a speech Saturday
night outlining a “post-war world reconstruction

program.” It consisted of pious generalities which

revealed little, if anything, of what the world will
really be like if Roosevelt and Churchill are the
victors,

We learned much more about what that world
would be like from the speech delivered by Sec-
retary of the Navy Knox to the graduating class
of the Naval War Academy on ‘May 16. Precisely

" in those places where Hull was vague, Knox was

unguardedly concrete.

The world of a Roosevelt- Church111 victory will

not be a world of unarmed men~but a world of
great armies and navies. “The war of 1917 was not
a war to end all wars,” said Knox, “and we would
be foolish to take it for granted that the present
holocaust will be any different. We can rest as-
sured that when Germany and its will of force'is
ultimately defeated in Europe another Hitler
twenty or thirty years from now will arise and will

be able to do the same in an even shorter period of .

time 1f the world again relmqunshes its pohcmg
powers.” ;

By “the world...policing powers,” Knox of
course means the armed force of the United States.

He made that clear by concluding with an exhor-

tation to the graduating officers of the Naval War
Academy that they should “devote our lives” to the
continued maintainance of the most powerful mili-
tary and naval machine possible after the war,

This war, Knox makes clear enough will not
bring any lasting peace. It will not bring an end

to the menace of fascism. It will not relieve the
masses of the crushing burden of mllltary ex-

penditures.

All that the masses are offered after the pre-
sent. blood-bath is an endless vista of more wars
of the same kind, more deprivations, more slaught-
er. 'Knox confesses as much.

His unusually frank remarks—they came in
the course of a speech on another subject—are a
revelation of the complete bankruptcy-of the capi-
talist ruling class, which can offer the common
people of America neither peace nor security, now
or in the future.

Case For War

Lvery once in a while even so clever a politi-
cian as Roosevelt lifts the heavy curtain conceal-
ing the real causes of the war and permits the
people to glance at the things that really worry

the ruling class of this country. The masses, sinc-~

erely devoted to democracy, must be fed with the
propaganda that the United States and England
are fighting to preserve democracy; but sections
of the ruling class must be given more realistic,
more hard-headed and truer reasons for ﬁghtmg
Hitler. : \

National Foreign Trade Week is bemg obse1 ved o

this week. Interested in observing it are, of course,
the bankers and the manufacturers who make huge
profits by selling American goods and by invest-
ing American capital in foreign countries.” The
very existence of American capitalism depends
upon foreign trade and investments. The men who
are in charge of this foreign trade are not the type
‘to be taken in by nice phrases about democracy.
Cold facts are necessary to convince them that a
war against Germany ds necessary. .

Hence Roosevelt, in the statement which he is-
sued - in connection with the observance of Na-
tional Foreign Trade Week, was careful to point
out that a victory of Germany will mean that
“there can be no foreign trade of the future on
fair terms under democratic principles.”

What is meant by this is that American capital-
ism fears that it will ‘be unable to compete suc-
cessfully in world markets against German capital-
ism in case of a Hitler victory. It is this fear which

is the fundamental cause of the determination of -

the dominant section of the ruling class of this

~country to help Britain defeat Germany.

It is quite tiue that the President also goes on
to say that, in addition to the foreign trade of this
country, the “democratic way of life” is menaced
by totalitarian aggression. But the inescapable fact

' remains that the leaders of industry and commerce,

those who control this nation, are interested ex-
clusively in the huge profits which are menaced by
a possible German victory. When the workers fight

and die in a war conducted by the ruling class of
" this country they do so to guard the commerce and

investments of the American capitalists The work-
ers mean to fight fascism but in reality they fight
for the interests of their- bosses.

Rubber G. E. B. Over Elastic

United Rubber Workers of America has fur-
ther caved in under pressure from the Roosevelt
administration. As a “national defense measure,”
the board has adopted a resolution to ban “rump”

_strikes. It doesn’t define “rump,” but the rest
makes clear that it means any strike.

The board resolves “that where a strike would
imperil the production of goods essential to the
def‘e‘n‘se of this Nation or its Allies, that the In-
ternational Union be permitted sufficient oppor- .

" tunity to contact the Agencies of Government to
invoke their ‘aid and assistance in preventing such -
strikes by removal or amelioration of the causes.”

The board hopes that the above resolution will
be “proof to our membership that the position of
this G.E.B. is in conformity with the expressions
of support for President Roosevelt and his foreign
pollcy

Who Are These French|
Handmaidens Of Hitler

&

The Truth Abouf The Presenf Rnlers Of France Whom The
American And British ‘Democrats’ Call A ‘New’ Leadership

‘Who are the French handmai-
dens of Hitler? Who are these rul-
ers of unoccupied France who

| last week proclaimed themselves

the allies of the Nazi conquerors?

The impression is deliberately
created by the press and ,the
spokesmén of the ,Roosevelt ad-
ministration that the present rul-
ers of France are some upstart
gang who thrust their way: to
power against the resistance of
the former democrati¢c govern-
ment and leaders.

The American and. British
bourgeois democrats do not dare
to tell the truth about. this so-
called “new” French regime.

For, the truth is, these alleged
“new” rulers in France. are not
new at all. They are merely the
old rulers with a few shifts in
governmental posts and ‘a change
of face here and there.

Search from top to bottom' in
the present Vichy government.
Every French official who has
made his peace with Hitler was
until June, 1940, a loud and ar-
dent champion of bourgeois de-
mocracy.

THE SAME MEN LAUNCHED

The men who run France as the
lackeys of Hitler are the same
men -who called' on the French
workers and peasants in August,
1939, to give up their lives in
“war for democracy.”

Not a single military command-
er or high-ranking naval official
of the Vichy regime, but was
placed in his position by the form-

ment.

Who is Marshal Petain, whom
the capitalist class of France has
put’ forth as dictator? He is the
“Hero of the Marne,” the “idol of
the French Republic,”, the en-
shrined warrior appointed by the

THE ‘WAR FOR DEMOCRACY’

er bourgeois democratic govern-

boulgeois democratic government
in its last despelate hour to be
its military savior.

Who is Admual Darlan? He
was the naval chief of the ‘“de-
mocratic” Daladier regime.

Who is Laval? Premier and ca-
binet minister of a dozen govern-
.ments of the French “democracy.”

Who are Vichy’s ambassadors,
diplomats, the staffs of the colo-
‘nies, the military and naval staffs,
the. heads ;of the municipal gov-
ernments, the heads of the prov-
inces? etc: etc. All, all, are the
old heads, the old officials of the
“democracy.”

THE SAME ARMED FORCES
THAT PRESERVED
“NATIONAL UNITY”

The men who dominate France
today as the puppets of Nazidom
are the men who in October, 1938,
mobilized .the French Army of
“Democracy” against the General
Strike, calling for “national un*-
ity” against the main enemy, Hit-
ler. For that they were hailed by
the British and American press
as the saviors of democracy.

This week we read how 5,000
Jews in Paris were marched off
to concentration camps. What
‘armed force carried out this vi-
cious act on behalf of Hitler? Was
it some new, special, fascist Storm
Troop organization? No. It was
the old.- French Garde Mobile
trained by the old bourgeois de-
mocratic government, the Mobile
Guard that Daladier wused to
smash the labor movement in the
interest of - “national defense”
against—Hitler!

- No paper in America as loudly
bewails the fate of the French
bourgeois democratic government
as the Social-Democratic New
Leader. None éexcoriates with such
violence this “new” Petain regime.

_Yet the New Leader has its

counterpart in France today, pub-
lished by its political comrades-
in-arms who but yesterday, before
Hitler’'s victory,
French masses to subordinate
themselves to the traitorous bour-
geois democratic government and
to renounce their own rights and
struggles in the interest of ‘“na-
tional defense.”

Today\ in France, the main
body of leaders of the French
Social-Democracy publishes a
paper, EFFORT, which whole-
heartedly supports the Petain
reglme. More, EFFORT is pub-
lished' in Paris, in Nazi-occu-
pied France. It is issued with
the consent of the Nazi admin-
istration. It has made its peace
directly with Hitler and calls
for collaboration with him.

Such is the true picture of this
“new” = regime. Hitler's hand-
maidens of today are the bour-
geois democrats of yesterday.”

That is why the American ca-
pitalist press and the bourgeois
democrats who call on the Ameri-
can masses to fight for “democ-
racy,” persist in falsely calling
these old French rulers a ‘“new”
regime. '

To admit the truth would be to
admit the depravity and corrup-
tion of that former French “de-
mocracy.”” To admit- the truth
would be to confess that bour-
‘geoxs democracy is not the oppo-

for fascism in this epoch of capi-
talist decay. .

The example of France is the
greatest lesson yet given the work-
ing class of the world. Capitalist
democracy -cannot and. will not
destroy fascism. The seeds of fasc-
ism. are nuyrtured directly within
bourgeois democracy. Only by the
working class taking power in ev-
ery country and destroying capi-
talism will the menace of fascism

be destroyed.

y

Longer Hours, Speed-up

nan Urges

Roosevelt’s recent declaration
that industrial production must be

hour a day basis has given thé
signal for an intensified campaign
to lengthen the work week and
eliminate overtime pay.

Using the President’s declara-

al Association of Manufacturers
has raised the cry for the “elim-
ination of the 40-hour.week.
The U. 8. Chamber of Com-
merce has demanded that every

25 per cent more work. ,
Governor Lehman of ‘New York

has instructed the state labor law

enforcement agencies to “ease up”

|on employers violating. the maxi-

mum hours law.

The first direct intimation from
Administration sources that this
drive has at least the tacit ap-
proval of the Administration
comes from W. L. Batt, deputy
director of the Office of Produc-
tion Management’s Production Dit
vision, who, 'in a radio ‘address
May 15, projected the : idea -that
workers must prepare to work
longer hours and at a faster pace.

Batt, urging the necessity for
speedier war production, said:

“If this involves longer hours
of civilian production; then that
production must be icurtailed,
our standard of living to the
contrary.

“If this involves curtailment
and harder work, then that
work must be. endured, labor
standards to the contrary.”

THE MYTH OF :
“EQUAL SACRIFICE”

To soften this blow at labor,
Batt referred also to demands
upon business, thus playing the
tune of “equal sacrifice” in order
to make the workers listen to his
real theme. But what sacrifices
would business make? Here is
what Batt said on this point:

“Even if this involves build-
ing factories for which there
will be no practical use after
the emergency, then these fac-
tories must be built—business
fears .to the contrary.”

The industrialists, however, are
not investing one dime of their

own for such mew plants and

put upon a seven-day week, 24-

tion as a springboard, the Nation-.

worker be required to turn out

equipment! All plant expansion
for war purpeses is being financed
by the government, most of it by
direct government outlays. In the
other cases, theé capitalists are
permitted to amortize the cost of
expansion through tax reductions.
Either way it’s a gift.

speaking through Batt, as a trial
balloon, is demanding sacrifices of
the workers alone. The funda-
mental program of the Adminis-
tration, which will be carefully
developed, is’to make the - work-
ers bear the full burden of the
war.

The far -reachlng threat to labor
is scarcely veiled in Batt’s words
that the workers must submit to
‘harsher conditions—*“labor stand-
ards to the contrary.”

WHY DOESN’T FDR PUT
UNEMPLOYED TO WORK?
This drive is being undertaken
in the face of the fact that there
are still over nine million unem-
ployed in this country. It is be-
ing pressed despite the Adminis-
tration’s own admission that there
are some 20,000 industrial plants

normal capacity.

‘What’s holding back potential
production is not that the workers
aren’t W({rking long enough or
hard enoigh. One of the main rea-
sons why a tremendous portion
of potential productive capacity
remains unused is that over 85 per
cent of the war orders have gone
to a handful of big corpoﬁations,
which haven’t the capacity to pro-
‘duce the goods demanded, but
which have the power to prevent
the orders from being divided up
among ‘smaller plants. Greed for
war profits is the real production
bottleneck,

If Roosevelt really wanted max-
imum production, without regard
for the interests of a grasping
handful of corporation owners, he
could ensure it easily.

All the government needs do is:
- Expropriate the war indust-
ries and place them under the
control and management of the
workers.

Remove the stranglehold of the
war profiteers from industry, and

In reality, the Administration,

today which are opelatmg under

le the productive facilities with-
ut suffering longer hours and un-
endurable speedup. The workers
will be able to produce not mer-
ely sufficient war materials but
an adequate supply of consumers’
goods.

If the government does not take

is tantamount to an admission
that the government’s war ef-
forts have nothing in common
with a genuine fight against fasc-
ism. The fact that the government
places the interests and profits of
a group of big capitalists above
every other consideration is proof
positive that this is a war for im-
perialism and not, as claimed, for
the defense of democracy.

Stalinists “Link”
Hess To Trotsky

(Continued from page 4)
December, 1935, and did not re-
ceive from him instructions of
any kind; and that the disproof
of Piatakov’s testimony on this
crucial point renders his whole
confession. worthless.”

'YES, THERE WAS A

DEAL WITH HITLER =

‘Who conspired with Hess and
the colleagues of Hess? Who made
a deal with the Nazis? Who un-
dermined the defense of the So-
viet Union by destroying the con-
fidence of the workers of the
world in the Soviet Union through
a mercenary deal with Hitler?

Stalin!

‘Who warned the workers of the
world that such a deal was being
made? Who, to the ‘day of his
death, called: on the workers of
the world to defend the Soviet
Union desite the betrayals of Sta-
lin?

Trotsky!

‘We can merely repeat that this
belated resurrection of Piatakov’s
ghost is a reflection of political
imbecility. - We doubt if. Stalin
will be pleased at this reappear-
ance of the Moscow Trial spirits
he had hoped were permanently

the workers will be able to utilize | laid- at rest. &

‘Whére |
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

called on the]

site of fascism, but paves the way |’

this absolutely essential step, that |-

Rudolf Hess Refutes Max Eastman

As if to help refute the arguments of Max East-
man in his letter to the New York Times of May 11,
Rudolf Hess decided to fly to England. In this letter
Eastman takes up the cudgels against those who con-
tend that for the sake of retaining democracy in this
country it is best to stay out of the war even if Eng-
land should lose because of the failure of the United
States to enter the conflict. Norman Thomas is an
example of the people against whom Eastman levels
his arguments and it is not very difficult for Eastman
to make a good case against the believers in the pos-
sibility of democracy in one country. :

We would not interfere in this controversy were
it not for the fact that Eastman also attempts to
prove that the war is a struggle of tyranny against
freedom.-And it is in this connection that the flight of
Hess can be adduced to refute Eastman. For no mat-
ter what theory one accepts as an explanation of the
sensational fliéht one fact stands out: Hess cime to
England to meet an old friend, a man of wealth, a
member of the English ruling class. He came to meet
him and undoubtedly many others, whose company he
had enjoyed prior to the war, for the purpose of dis-
cussing peace. He felt that the war had not destroyed
that friendship; it had merely made it difficult to
_continue their common sports.

It can be taken for granted that Rudolf Hess has
not suddenly been transformed into a democrat. As-
suming that he had a disagreement with Hitler, it
certainly was not centered around the question of
democracy. If he has any intentions to discuss peace
terms with his British friends it can also be taken for
granted that no question of transforming Germany

. into' & democracy is involved. Hess knows very well

something that Eastman has chosen to forget: the

British ruling class, the class that conducts the war -
and will make the peace, if it will ever get to that
point, has absolutely no objection to the Nazis be-

cause of their theories about democracy.

What Eastman Does Not Prove

How does Eastman try to prove that the war is
a “struggle between democracy and tyranny...be-
tween two ways of life”? Simply by listing twenty
one traits characteristic of totalitarianism. He shows
that fascism déstroys freedom and all intellectual
life, is guilty of lying and hypocrisy, destroys the
labor movement, ete. ete. All true enough.

But admitting that everything that Eastman says
about fascism is true and assuming even that none
of these traits can be found in the democratic capital-
ist countries, the question still remains: what have
these characteristics of fascism to do with this war?
Eastman fails to prove, he does not even attempt to

__prove, that on t e{tpalt of England the war is being .
fought elther to exterminate these chalacterlstxcs of

fascism or even to prevent them from crossmg the
channel.

By characterizing “fascism, one does not Pprove
that the motive force of the war is a struggle between
tyranny and freedom. Assuming that the Germans
all had bad table manners while the English were all
veritable Chesterfields, that would not prove that the
war is a crusade for good table manners.

Not once did any mfluentlal member of the Brlt-
ish ruling class suggest that England declare war
against Germany because the Nazis did not practice
the precepts of political democracy. Eastman con-
siders Winston Churchill the champion of democracy
and refers to his speeches and to Hitler’'s Mein Kampf
as examples of-the deep contrast between the two
ways of life.

Eastman Conceals the Crucial Facts
But Eastman either does not know or does mnot ;
care to reveal the well-known fact that Churchill
placed himself on record as a great admirer of both
Mussolini and Hitler. But that was prior to the war
and Churchill did not have in mind that he would
some day become the champion of democracy.

Why is it that Eastman also fails to mention the
role the English ruling class played in helping Hitler
consolidate his position in Germany? How is it that
he also forgets the fact that neither Churchill nor
Roosevelt rushed to defend the Spanish Loyalist gov- .
ernment against attack by the fascists? In that
struggle, by the way, the revolutionary Marxists were
in favor of giving material support to the Spanish
Loyalists because we recognized it to be a struggle -
between fascism 'and capitalist democracy and be-
tween the two we prefer the latter. That'was a civil
war between the forces. of fascism and those of capi-
tdlist democracy and revolutionary realists -are not
indifferent to the outcome of such a war.

But where is there any proof that this war is being

fought for capitalist democracy against fascism?

Every bit of evidence proves conclusively that this is
not_a war on behalf of democracy. Does not the con-
duct of the British ruling class prior to the war prove
it? Was the war by the anti-Semitic Polish ruling
class also a war. for democracy? Did the unlamented

Metaxas, the tyrant and murderer of thousands of

Greek workers also fight for democracy? And did
Yugoslavia raise its banner on behalf of democracy?

It is of course impossible to say beforehand what
the outcome of this war will be. But one thing is cer-
tain. If it continues for a long while without a definite
decision and without the intervention of the proletar-
iat, a negotiated peace will be arrived at. That ne-
gotiated peace will not have anything to do with
democracy and freedom. It will have everything to do
with colonies and sphcros of influence.

For this is an imperialist war, a war, that is, wher
the motive force is the question of colonies and mar-
kets and raw materials. The political system of the
rivals may differ but that is not what is involved. -

It is absolutely essential for the working class
and all those interested in progress to destroy fasc-
ism, But it cannot and will not be done by supporting
this war fought for colonies and the right to explmt

 millions of .colonial peoples.




