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Leningrad in Danger...

Revolutionary
Policy Can

Bring Victory

AN EDITORIAL
Lemngrad is in danger. The imperialist wolf-pack is closmg

in upon the city. Workers, understand what this means!
Leningrad is the second largest city and industrial district

in the Soviet Union. Leningrad is the hearth of the October

Revolution. The most glorious traditions of revolutionary strug-
. gle cluster around this proletarian center. Here Lenin’s Bol-

shevik Party grew strong; here Trotsky led the insurrection and

the Russian Revolution of 1917 began; here the first victorious
" banner of the Socialist revolution was unfurled.

Despite the degeneration of the workers’ state under the
Stalinist regime, these glorious traditions inspire the working
class of Leningrad. Once again, as in 1905 and 1917, the Lenin-
grad workers are rising and arming themselves to cope with
their class enemy. The outward signs of proletarian resistance
are visible in its streets. Barricades are going up. The factory
workers who constituted the Red Guard of Lenin’s day are
practising armed drill. As during the Paris Commune and the
1917 revolution, working class women and youth are by their
side. The veteran combatants of 1917 are coming forward to
teach the younger generation how to fight.

This mass rising of the Leningrad working class is the
supreme manifestation to date of the resurgence of the revolu-
tionary spirit of 1905 and 1917. The proletarian power that

created the USSR now springs forth to save it form destruction..

The proletarian revolution within the Soviet Union ex-

-~ hibits~irrepressible - vitality. Adter -all the . injuries; infyeted. by

Stalin’s regime upon the revolutlonary proletariat, its living
forces well up in a mighty stream. Stalin, who disarmed the
workers years ago, is now compelled .to rearm them. The Stal-
inist bureaucracy takes this step with misgivings, at the most
critical hour of its existence, in order to save its own skin. But
that does not lessen the objective significance of the act.

The arming of the people gives testimony that the workers’
state endures. Leningrad is not, like Paris and Brussels, ruled
by a powerful capitalist clique which could oppose the arming
of the people and their fight to the death against the fascists.
The workers have no selfish private property interests to protect
at the expense of others. The readiness of the Leningrad workers
to offer up their lives to save their city demonstrates that they
know they are defending, not the privileges of Stalinist bureau-
grats, but the nationalized property and other -remaining con-
quests of the revolution. ‘

The Stalinist regime fears the people in arms as the fore-
runner of new revolutionary struggles. But even more do they
fear the loss of Leningrad and further victories for the fascists,
which would endanger their rule from within and from without.
Under these compelling circumstances they have been obliged
to approve the arming of the masses. But they did not permit
the people to take arms until the danger was poised at their
heart. Until yesterday the Stalinist leaders took cover- behind

empty optimistic assurances that everything was going splend-

idly at the various fronts. Now suddenly they sound the alarm
and call upon the workers to save them from the consequences
of their own ruinous policies.

The Stalinist leaders still refuse to release the staunchest
and truest defenders of* the Soviet Union. Lodged in Leningrad’s
‘prisons are experienced revolutionists, military leaders and
party organizers, who helped save Leningrad when it was last
attacked by Yudenich in 1919. Foremost among them are the
Trotskyists. Their presence would strengthen the ranks of the
workers’ army as the presence of Trotsky rallied the Petrograd
population to repulse the interventionists over 20 years ago.
But no matter how the Soviet defenses suffer thereby, Stalin
fears to liberate revolutionary vanguard who would kindle
rather than quench the revolutionary ardor. of the proletariat
and thereby pave the way for Hitler’s defeat.

- The Stalinist propaganda machine strives to conceal the
real character of this mass uprising. The people of Lenmgrad
‘theé Stalinists say, are fighting for “democracy against fascism.”
In reality, the workers are waging a class war against their class
enemy, continuing the armed struggle against the capitalist im-
perialists which ended with victory in 1921. ;

By suppressing the class character of the struggle, Stalinism
deptives the Soviet people and the Red Army of their most
valuable weapon. Hitler’s legions can be disintegrated and the
German workers and peasants aroused against him only through
a_ program of international proletarian solldarlty and class
fraternization. 5

The masses of the USSR lack the necessary class organs
through which to exercise their creative energies and mobilize
their maximum forces. . The Soviets, the trade-unions, Lenin’s
Bolshevik - Party, the Yourig Communist Leagtie—all these in-
dispensable class agencies have been destroyed by the Stalinist
regime which does not dare to restore them.

These institutions must be reborn and resume their com-
- manding place in Soviet life. The armmg of the people is the
first step in this direction. The class in arms possesses power to
demand and to win the restoration of its pohtlcal rlghts and its

démocratic institutions. The Soviet proletatiat is in a posmon IR

(Contmued on page 6, editorial column)

§ answer. to the war,
ing in increasing numbers to$

Kearny Plant
Taken Over
By the Navy

No Assurance Giveh,s
That Union Demands
Will Be Granted

KEARNY, New Jersey, August
25 . — The Navy' Department to-
day completed preparations to
take over and operate the Fed-
eral :Shipbuilding and Drydock
Company yard here, which has
been closed since August 7 by a
strike of 16,000 workers affiliated
with the. Industrial Union ot
Marine Shipbuilding Workers
(CIO). President Roosevelt last
Saturday issued the order to take
over the plant. :

The union has voted to termi-
nate the strike. Plant operations

are expected to be resumed by to-

morrow.

‘While union officials expressed
the belief ,that the government
would grant them the ‘“mainten-
ance of membership” clause,
which was the main issue of the
strike, Navy officials assigned to
manage the plant have given no
assurance that this would be the
case.

Admiral H. G. Bowen, technical

aide to Navy Secretary Knox, de-.

clared on thig point:
.“I was sent liere to operate the
plant under the terms of the Pres-

{saent’s ‘exeéutiva order. I have no’

further instructions since the ori-
ginal order from the Secretary of
the Navy.

“My instructions at that time
were to take possession of the
plant and operate it under thé
schedule of liours and wages
which were in effect before the
strike, with such changes as had
been agreed to by the labor un-
ions and the management. Some
questions remain to be settled,
such as reclassification of work-
ers. That will require some
study.”

Roosevelt, prior to the issuance
of the seizure order, had at
tempted to put pressure on the
strikers to accept the company’s
terms and-ge back to work. He
addressed a ietter to the union
last week declaring that: “The
importance to the mnational de-
fense of the production of ships
in your“ plant is so much greater
than the point of difference be-
tween you and your embloyer
that I am asking you both'to re-
turn to work at once.”

The strike was provoked by the
company when it refused to ac-
cept a recommendation of the Na-
tional Defense Mediagion Board to
include a clause in the union con-
tract which would require workers
who are members of or who joifi
the union to continue in good
standing in the union or forfeit
their jobs. )

The union has returned to work
with no guarantees that it wili
now get this demand.

’_7500 Sign For
$Cannon As Mayor

The New York City cam-
:paign to place James P. Can-
 non on the ballot as Trotskyist
Anti-War candidate for May-
or, reached its halfway point
this week with a total of 7,500
signatures collected. This is
the legal minimum required by
law to nominate a candidate.

s Cannon is the only candidate
¢with a long and consistent
anti-war record behind him.
The workers, looking for an
are rally-~‘

‘the_sup_port of the Socialist ¢
Workers Party in this cam- ¢
paign. S
¢ Four weeks remain for the
S drive and the New York local
has pledged itself to a grand
 total | of 15,000 signatures.

f

‘of other witnesses have offered

Armed workers and . peasants of the Sovxet Union, like these shown in this radio- photo from,'r
Moscow, have formed numerous: guerfilla ' detachments which are harassing and slowing up the

Nazi armies, cutting lines of commun.catlons etc

Nazis behind their own lmes

s

and creating increasing dlfﬁcultles for the

Tobm s w
By

[errorism Hit

MINNEAPOLIS, August 26-e~—The Tobin-employérs-gov-

‘ernment attempt to smash Loca]”

544-C1O motor transport work-

ers union, met with further reverses. this week as the -ClO union

hammered away on

its demand for: democratic

industry-

wide elections to determine the choice of‘bargaining agency for

the truck drivers of this city.
A parade of ClO witnesses
days before the hearings béing.

has appeared in the past two’

held by state labor conciliator

Blair. on Tobin’s AFL-""544""’s petition . for certification as the
exclusive bargaining agent for all the local drivers. The CIO

witnesses — drivers from a num-9—

ber of different firms — gave tes-
timony to the terroristic tactics
of Tobin’s hoodlum ' “organizers”
in compelling them to remove CIO
buttons and sign applications for
the AFL outfit.

A sgore of drivers appeared at’
the hearings Monday to give dam-
aging testimony against the claim
of Tobin that his union represents
the aneapolls drivers. Hundreds

to testify on behalf of 544-CIO
and the desire of the drivers for

a democratic election. ]

The claims of Tobin’s agents
were knocked - out completely
Monday night -when over- 1200
drivers. packed the 544-CIO ‘head-
guarters at the regular member-
ship meeting, in the largest turn-
out since the union disaffiliated
from the AFL Teamsters and
joined the CIO. At the last re-
ported AFL-“544”
was an attendance of only 56.

V. R.Dunne, 544 organizer, told

the membershipﬂ that the local was

meeting there

Minr g,;:apclls Drivers

.| contracts which the

plepared to continue the parade
of OIO ‘wittiesses before “the” hear-1
ings mdeﬁmtely #

“We'll keep Blair sitting there
and. hearing the testimony of the
Minneapolis, drivers, warehouse-
men, platform men and inside

neapolis, by simply counting noses,
will see for themselves that the
CIO represents the workers in the
industry, and Blair will then have
to agree to an election,” "said
Dunne.

Last Monday Local 544- CIO at-
terneys filed charges of unfair- la-
bor practices with the National
Labor Relations Board against 43
transfer -concerns and four cold
storage houses. Similar charges
had been filed previously against
17 wholesale grocery firms.

The CIO union has charged that
representa-
tives of AFL-“544” claim to have

Demurrers To

workers ,until everybody in Min- j‘ing‘ the right to appeal or obtain

signed with a number of Minnea-

‘unions to give 30 days notice.

Masses Inspired

By Memories Of
October 1917

Kremlin ~Fina|ly}Coin‘pe|‘|‘ed To Make Appeal
To Traditions Of The October Revolution =
As Workers Rally For Defense To The Death

\
Be Filed In
St. Paul Suit

On or before Saturday, August
30, the legal. staffs of both-the
Socialist Workers Party and the
Local 544-C10 defendants will file
Gemurrers to the indictment ob-
tained against the defendants by
the ‘Roosevelt administration.

The demurrers consist of ap-
proximately 20 objections to the
indictment. Ch rallenging the legal
validity of the indictment, somé
of the points attack the consti-
tutionality of the Smith Act, while
others contend that the indict-
ment is too vague and uncertain,
giving the defendants no definite
idea as to. the nature of the al—
leged crime.

= The date of- hearmg on the le~
gal questions involved will be set
later on. If the judge sustains
the demurrers_(atid this is not ex:
pected), the defendants are dis-
charged with the government hav-

a new indictment. If the judge
overrules the demiurrers, then he
sets a date for trial.

polis employers are invalid, be-
cause they were signed while a
CIO petition for an:election was
pending, in violation of the labor
relations code.

Conciliator Blair held the first |

conciliation meetings Monday on
strike notices filed by 544-CIO
against four cold storage and ten
concrete  bleek  manufacturing
firms. The reactionary labor laws
of Governor Stassen contain a 30-
day no-strike ' clause compelling

1500 Strikers Picket Gimbel’s

In the largest department store strike in'the history of New

York 'City, 1500 employees of Gimbel Brothers continue for the
second week to maintain their firm and colorful picket-lines.
Undaunted by slanderous press reports, the strikers amplify
from day-to-day their humor-tmged barrage of strlke-publlaty,
and are steadily winning New®

York public opinion to their side.

In addition to . picketing all
doors of Gimbel's store with
squads of seven, they have made

an especially dramatic weapon of |

mass picketing.

Assembling at the beginning
and end of the business day and
during the lunch hour all along
both sides of the giant store, the
strikers circulate in a long line
up and down on the side-walk,
chanting slogans that bring sym-
pathetic smiles to the faces of on-
lookers.

The particular target of their
gibes seems to be the multi-
millionaire, “Freddie” Gimbel,
who stands at a window high"
above the street and. looks
down mournfully, . '

The strikers, fighting for a
5¢ an hour Dblanket increase,
and for a forty-hour, five day
week, turn out tirelessly, rain
or shine, and gleefully taunt
him. “Oh, FRED-die! You
can’t take it with you!” they
sing out. And for- variation,
“Freddie, Freddie, don’t be
naughty! Give your workers
Five-and-Forty!”

They parade -with. dogs who
wear small sigus saying, “It's a

.In, The Worms Crawl Out,”

Dog’s Life at Gimbel’s, Too,”
while the pickets themselves carry
signs with mocurnful and woe-be-
gone dogs painted on them.
Other pickets dressed as coolies
carry signs painted in simulated
Chinese characters, proclaiming,
“Gimbel Workers ‘Demand an
American Standard of Living.”
A horse-drawn handsom cab,
carrying two fashionably dressed
couples, gallops up and past Gim-
bel’s during the time of mass
picketing, with placards reading,
“Not of the 400, But of the 1500
Striking Gimbel Employees,” and
“Horse and Buggy Days Are Goné
Forever. Gimbel Workers Demand
a:Living -Wage.”
UNION SOLIDARITY
. .Other novel slogans on pickets’
placards read, “The Worms Crawl
di-
rected against the wealthy snobs
who occasionally cross the picket
line; “Guess what? I'm a working
girl! I was a SCAB today at Gim-
bel’s,” showing a hefty ‘dowager
glowingly reporting to her pot-
beéllied tycoon husband; and “Oly
yeah? Well your feet would be
like this too if you stood on ’‘em
all day like we do in Gimbel’s”—

'showing a pair of large, red, swol-

len feet.
The fine morale of these
‘strikers, going through the ex-
perience for the first time, is
something to remark about, as
is the solidarity demonstrated

* by the workers of such union-

ized stores as Bloomingdale’s,
Stern’s, and Hearn’s, who swell
the picket line during their off-
hours. Workers from Macy’s
warehouse join with the Gim-
bel strikers in, all-night vigils
at the Gimbel warehouse in
Queens, appealing ' to truck
drivers not to haul merchandise
in and out of the warehouse.
Picketing contingents in motor-
cades have been dispatched to
other stores owned by Gimbel’s
in Philadelphia, Milwaikee and
elsewhere. Two other New York
stores owned by Gimbel’s,  Saks-
Fifth Avenue and Saks-34th
Street, are also being picketed.
A number of New York’s de-
partment stores are already
unionized—among them Wana-
maker’s, 'Namm’s, Blooming-
dale’s, Stern’s and Hearn’s—
and their employees enjoy the-
40-hour, five-day week and the
higher wage scale for which
Gimbel’s workers are striking.
At Gimbel’s the 45-hour, 5Y;
.day week is maintained, with
most wages as low as $16 per'
- week. : ‘
. The United Depar‘tmeﬁt‘ S‘tore
Employees of Greater Neéw York

‘| But none of this is Helping Gim:

(CIO) raised these demands ten
weeks ago when their old three-
.year contract expired. But for
weeks the company stalled the
workers along.

At that juncture the Gim-
‘bel’s workers- threw a protest
picket line about  the store,
while inside the store the sales-
girls suddenly suffered an
epidemic of fainting fits. Man-
agers were kept busy fetching
water to revive the poor over-
worked girls. Hundreds of the
girls were seized at the same
time with an irresistible need
to séek -out the ‘ladies’ room,
though customers clamored to
be served. )

The store then trled to dedl sep-
arately with the warehousemen, in
an attempt to divide the workers.
It did not succeed, and the

department-stoie employees whose
contracts expire shortly — notably
the-largest ‘ store of -all, Macy's.
These workers are watching the
Gimbel strike closely. -

_The Gimbel management has
tripled its adveitising budget in
an attempt to offset its tiémend-
ous loss of business. The news:
papérs, which have profited for
years from Gimbel's big ads, are
attacking the strikers viciously.

bel’s against the solxd front ot

heroic energy, night

workers voted to strike — a deci-|
sion of great importance to other’

-peal for which
- waiting.

the stiikers,

In the hour of gravest danger
to Leningrad, birth-place of the
October Revolution, its ‘more
than 2,000,000 proletarian in-
habitants are mobilizing arms
in hand to defend their city to
the death against the approach-
ing armies of Nazi imperialism.

A tremendous revolutionary re-
surgence is sweeping the masses.
Leningrad today is witness to
scenes having their only parallel
in: the heroic days of the civil
war, when, in October 1919, Yu-
denich’s army was crushed by the
aroused might of the armed Len-
ingrad proletariat.

" The city, according to all re-
ports, is turned into a huge work-
ers’ training camp. On. the left
bank of the Neva, on ground hal-
lowed by the blood of revolution-
ary fighters of the civil war, tens
of thousands of men and boys are
being drilled by veteran barricadg
fighters in the use of the bdy-
onet and hand grenades, and in
the t,actlos of .street and. house-!

'te-héuse fighting, -~ & S

Metal and shipyard workers, in-
cluding participants of the assault
on the Czar’s Winter Palace in
Léningrad in 1917, are practicing
sham -battles on the Neva’s right
bank.

THE WHOLE WORKING
CLASS PREPARES

No hand is idle. Tens of thou-

ands of workers, old men, women

are toiling with
and day,
erecting barricades in ever§
street, making every ditch ané
wall a fortress.

_Throughout the city, throngs of
workers parade the streets'anfd
Ssquares, organizing new fighter
detachments. In tremendous mass
meetings the workers are shout-
ing forth their defiance of the

and . children,

‘imperialist enemy and calling fop

a defense in the spirit of the Oc¢
tober Revolution.

From every factory and shop,
picked units of workers are leav-
ing for the front lines, joining the . -
regular troops to help hold the -
battle lines or filtering through
to the enemy’s rear to aid the
‘guerrilla detachments.

From the surrounding country-
side, peasant’ women, armed with’
every type of weapon, are pour-
‘ing into the city, while théir men-
folk remain behind to hold up
and harry the Nazi forces. g

STALINISTS HELD MASSES =
BACK TO THE LAST MINUTE .

Up to the last moment, the
Kremlin had held back the mobil-
ization of the’workers. Up to the
last moment, Stalin suppressed -
the traditions of the October Re--
volution, appealing instead to the -
traditions of the Napoleonic era .-
and the Russian defeat of the Teu-
tonic Knights in the 12th Cen- -
tury. ;

Today, however, a Voroshilov is :
compelled to proclaim to the work~ k
ers of Leningrad:

“Dig yourselves in. Leningrad .
was and is and shall forever Teé-
main the ¢ity of the great October
Revolution.”

The masses of Lemngrad,are
demonstrating that that is the ap-
they have been
Once again, as in the
days of Lenin and Trotsky, they
are surging forward, ready ‘to die
in defense of the conquests of the :
October Revolution.

Trotsky predicted that in tbe i
hour of mortal peiil a wave: or -
Soviet patriotitm would swéep the
Soviet masses, insplring them to -
lenewed revolutionary struggle.

Tha.t Dredlctlon kas come true.
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Memorial Meehngs Throughout Céuritiy In All Large Cifiés Show
Teachmgs of Trotsky Inspire Advanced Workers To Go Forward

New York
~ NEW YORK,
eral hundréd membérs and sym-
pathizers of the Soecidlist Workers
Party here pdid fribute tomght
to the memory of Le&oh 'I‘lotsky,
in one of the most stirring mést-
ings in the history of our party.

James P. Cannon, SWP Na-
tional Secretary and Trotskyist-
Anti-War candidate for mayor of
New York, roused the meeting
with a powerful address on the
meaning of Trotskyism and its
challenge to world capitalist reac-
tion. :

The speaker, otie of the 29 de-
fendants in Roosevelt's “seditious
conspiracy” frameup against the
SWP dnd Loctal 544-C10, analysed
the rea$ons for this attack on our
party and defied the imperialist
war-mongers to silence the voice
of the Trotskyist anti-war fighters.

The full text of the Trotsky

Memorial Meeting address of

James P. Cannon appears on
Page 3.

The meeting opened with e
beautiful violin solo by Betty Cas-
si'dy,,accor'npanied on the piano
by Gordon Jones. The entire as
sembly then rose and sang the
‘Workers’ Memorial Hymn, the
song sung in the days of the Oc
tober Revolution to honor the
martyrs of the workers’ struggles

Large banners flanked the meet
ing hall, proclaiming “Defend the
Soviet Union,” Trotsky’s final ex
hortation to the Fourth Interna
tionalists: “Go Forward!”, and
“Defend the 29 Indicted Trotsky-
ists and Trade Unionists.” Indi
vidual placards commemorated
each of the co-workers of Trotsky
who fell vietims of Stalin’s mur
during Trotsky’s
life.

Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, August 24 —
Members and sympathizers of the
Socialist ~ Workers Party here,
met today in Memorial - Meeting
to salute the memory of ‘Léofff
Trotsky.

Challes Cornell, former secre
tary to Tlotshy, spoke on the Old
Man’s life and lhis ideas. Ar
Sharron, member of the .SWP,
spoke on the Soviet-Nazi war and
fts implications for the American
workers. Jack Wilson, member of
the Workers Party, also spoke
briefly.

A telegram cf greetings was sent
by the meeting to Natalia Trot-
sky.

Philadelphia

PHILADELPHIA, August 24 —
Revolutionary workers of this city
met here last night at the Trotsky
Memorial Meeting of the local
branch of the Socialist Workers
Party .to honor the memory of
the great Bolshevik leader murd-
ered a year ago by Stalin.

John G. Wright, translator of
Trotsky’s works and outstanding
authority on the Soviet Union,
was the principal spéaker. He
told of Trotsky’s contributions to
the world labor movemént and
pdrticularly of his great role in
correctly analyzing the nadture of
the Soviet Union, its development,
and in pointing the way toward
the best defénse of the first work-
ers’ state.

Detroit
tront

DETROIT, August 24 — The
of the Socialis:
Workers Party and its sympa
thizers gathered here last night
to commemorate the first anniver
sary of the death of Leon Trotsky.
A very attentive and interestec
audience listened to comrade Ste
vens from Chicago as he reviewec
the life and work of Comrade

Trotsky.
“Were Trotsky alive now,” Ste-
vens said, “he would offer his

services and his military genius
to the Red Army, and the mem-
ories of the heroic years of the
Revolution would again
be awakened in the minds of the
Russian workers. But ‘Stalin
fears this reawakening of the Rus-
sian masses and the restoration of
workers’ democracy as much as
he fears a victory of Hitler. And
it is for this reasod that Stalin
hdd to do away with Trotsky,
who remained as the living sym-
bol of that revolutiondary tradi-
tion. )

“By putting a pickaxe into the
brain of Tiotsky, Stalin delivered

August 22 — Sev-

| Work

plish the task - of
voice and ideas of Trotsky. The
SWP has in the past year been
guided in all its work by the firfi
priteiples 4nd revoltifichary teach:
ings of olir gredt téacher.”

By utatimous voté the meetins
sént a telegram of gresting to Na-
talia T]otsky ‘

gitencing the

aneapolls

MINNEAPOLIS, August 21—
 Farrell Dobbs, National Labor
Sectetdry of the Sotialist Work-
ers Party, was the speaker here
at. tonight’s Trotsky Memorial
Méstinig, attendéd by abo‘ut 100
people. ,

Comtade Dobbs, one of thé: 29
indicted by the féderal govérn-
mient in the “séditivus - Congpir-
acy’ case against Local 544-CIO
and the Socialist Workers Party,
visited Trotsky in' June, 1940,
shortly before his death.

Dorothy Sthultz, also one of
the 29 indicted; was chairman of
the meeting.

The Workers Chorus of the
Twin Cities sang the “Workers
Mei’noria‘l Hymmn,” “Solidarity
Forever,” and “The Red Flag.”

At the conclusion of the meet-
ing, the telegram’ published below
was. sent to the widow of Com-
rade Trotsky.

Newark

NEWARK, Atugust 22 — Wil
liam B. Warde, editor of the
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL,
gave an 1nsp111ng Speech hére to-
night ofi Léon Trotsky’s struggles
against war and fasciS$m at the
Trotsky Méinorial Meetihg of the
Newark Braneh of thée Socialist
ers Party. '

The speaker traced the history
of the persetutions of Trotsky and
the Trotskyists. from the Old
Man’s first imprigoiiment by the

Russian Czar to the present in-
dictment of SWP mémbers by
Roo:’;‘ev‘elt '

trila LS

Akron

AKHON, Ohis, Atgust 24 — A
Trotsky Meriorfal Meeting was
held here toddy under the auspicés
of the Akron branch of the So-
cialist Workers Party.
workers, truck drivers and other
workers of thig fndustrial ¢ity at-
tended the méeting to honor the
memory of the founder of the
Fourth International.

The principal speaker was Com-
rade McLéan of Youngstown. A
recording of Trofsky's famous
speech delivered by wire in 1938
to the New YorK mas§ meéting

ternational was a feature of the
meeting.

Readl ng

READING, Pa‘, :
Thé Reading Tocal of the S6ttal-
ist Workers Parly lield an inspir-
ing meéting thi§ afternoon in
commiemoration of the life and
work of Leon Trofsky.

John G. Wright, translator of
Trotsk ky’'s wr ltmvs descubed Trot-
sky’s monuthental cobitributions to
the world working éld$s and the
iniperishable idéas which hé be-
quedthed thé revolttiondary work-|
ers to guide them toward the goal
of wo ld soeuﬂm*n

PN BT ey,

movement but he did not aecom-

Rubper |

on the founding of the Fourth In-|

Adgist 24 — |

»
Boston

BOSTON, August 22 — The Bos-
ton Brifich of the Socialist Work-
érs Pa’lty observed thé annhiver:
gary of the death of Leol Trotsky
- with a. miémoral meetlng heré to-
day.

Comrade Antoinette Konikow,
comirads and frienfl of Trotsky,
spoke on his life and her recol
lections of her visit to him in
Mexico before nis a%siéatés‘inatio;ﬁ.

Comrade (. Charles, of Neéw
York, spoke on the subject, “Trot-
skyism Lives.” He showed that
the ideas and nrogram of Trotsky
livé today and cantot 'be destroy-

ress made by the Socialist Work-
érs Palty in the yeax sinee Trot:
sky’s death,

The meetrn<r cabled 4 pledge of
revolutlonary solldarlty to Nata-
lia Trotsky in Mexico.

Chicago

CHICAGO, August 22 — The So:
cialist Workeérs Palty of Chicago
commemorated the death of ouf
tomratie dand téacher, Leon Trot-

| $Ky, dt & mhesting here tohight

With Grace Carlson, one &f fhe

| ernmeént’s prosecuvon of ths So:
cialist Workers Party and Loeal
544, as speaker. .

Comrade Carlson was§ warmly
réceivelt by an sudience of about

100 people wio solidarized them-
Fg6lves with the 290 defendants dnd

the teachings of Leon Trotsky.

Al Garber, chairman of the
Civil Rights Detense Committee
of Chicago; made an appeal for
funds for the 29 defendants. and
the audience responded to the ap-
peal of Mr. Garber with a goodly
sum of $53.

Clarence Hoffman; bass baritoné
of Chicago, sang the Workers Me-
morial Hymn in commemorationh
of Comrafle Trolsky and for an
revolutionary martyrs who have
died .on the battlefield. of,the class
struggle. wwiyet ]

The following telégram Was
sent to Natalia Trotsky

“On. this first anniveriafy of
the death of our great leadér and
comrade, Leon Trotsky, we réde-
dicate ourselves to the struggle
for the gredt principles, for which
he lived and died. We are confi-
dent as he was in the victory of
the world working class.”

Y ourigstown
YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio, August
92 — Militant workérs of thi8
téel town fonight paid tribute to
thé miginory of Léod Trotsky at
the Trotsky Memorial Mésting
héld by thé Youngdtown Braneh
of the Socialist Workérs Party.
Comrafle Wilsonl of Clévéland
$poke on the revoliutionary life
and work of Trotfsky, stating:

dnd ofganizéd by olir gréat tedeh-
er, Trotsky, who faught us how
to fight and whéo organized thHe
Fourth International—the instri-

fMent that will lead.the misses of

the world in their struggle for
emancipation.”

.The gather ng sent a teIegiam
t6 Ndtalia Trotsky plédglng anew
the dévotion of thé revo’lutxonary
Youngstowi workers to theé cause
for whieh Trotdky fought adnd

died.

To Natalia Sedov
From New York:

From Minneapolis:

ial meeting for Comrade Trotsky,
first anniversary of the death of

friends here are indicted by

hope that you will continae to' be
are our closest link {o the greédt

a fearful blow to the workers’

tonight.

Mem‘oriwi Teiegrams Sent

T roisis:y

The Meéhiorial Meetitig held in New Yotk to héwor the ménioty
of Leon Trotsky, geniiis of theé proletirian revelution, exténds its
comradély soliddrity to you: We shall strive to stand shouldéf to
shoulder with yoif il the fight to realizé our Old Man’s éxhéttation
to go forward. Forward to the world socialist society.

One hundred comrades and friends, gatheréd fonight in mémor:

send you our gréeétings: On this
our éomradé and tedcher wé dré

more certain than ever that his immortal program, Kis inspiring
example, will lead the workers of’ the world to victory. As hé taight
us we are fighting the capitalist foe, we aré defénding the Sovnet‘
Union by continuing the class struggle off evéry froiit. Oiit of the
crucible of this war will come the Sodiilist world for which Trotsky
lived and died. Owe year after Trofsky’s déath Hi§ comradés and
thé Federdl Governmient fof hohoting

his ideas. That is thé téstimony of He €ld§s énémy {hat although
Trotsky is gone Trotskyism lives dnd advdficés toward thé final
trinmph. We shire with you the saddést tHoughts of this day. fotﬁ
we also have the congsolation tHat wé still Have with s not onIy
Trotsky’s ideas but also you, his Ioyal Eotirpanion. Wé férvertly
with us for mdny yéars, fér yot
ftiehd whose miefory wé hotior

¢d. Hé réported the steady prog: |

SECN—

ass Picketing At Gimbel's

'Day at Caridén, New Jersey,

control of the union.

Carey, present UERMW presi-
dent. ; }

~ Diring the ~People’s Front
period prior to the Stalin-Hitler
pact, Carey and the Stalinists

rank-and-file militancy. After the
signing of the pact, the Stdlinists;
with their isolationist policies,

‘L eame intd . confliét. . with-. Carey’s-

pro-war sentiments,

break with: the. Stalinists by pub-
liely sanetionihg & motion, passed
by a local, which called for bar-

| rifig of comimunists froii holding
office in the union. The Stalinist- |

dominated - General Executive
such' motions unconstitutional.

The Carey forces
pushing anti-communist motions
in . the locals in préparation for

seek to shove through a comsti-

muhnists from union office.
The Stdlinists and Cdrey camie

recetit Stalinist tirn, over Carey’s
aceéptance of a post on the em-
ployer-dominated National

Carey attempted to shp a phoney
NDMB agreement over on the
Phelps-Dodge strikers at Bayway,
New Jersey, the Stalinists at-
tacked himi ds a.bogses’ s.tooge
and dématidéd his resighation
from the NDMB. Today, with

will not raise this vital issue at
the convention.

In reality, the Stalinists and
the Careyites are now in essential
agreement on all basie issues.
Nevertheless, Carey fears
Stalinists as rivals for posts and
control, and he is using the un-
popularity of the Stalinists in the
shops, due to their cynical flip-

'flops to drive them out of posi-

tions of influence and to con-
solidate his own personal control.
The rank-and-file union mili-
tants recognize, hiowéver, that the
attempt to' bar Stadlinists is dimed
in the long run against the gen-
uine militants ahd anti-war éle-
nients in the union.

In. several locdl uhions whete
the members have Had the ¢hancs
to express themselves, they “Hdve
rejected ovérwheImmg'ly Careys
red-baiting amendmeént. Regolu-
tions endorsifig Cdrey for re-
electivn as international president
have been réjectéd in some loeals;
dlthough the Stalinists did not
express themselves 6n this issus.
The sole argument raised by
the Stalinists . against Cdrey is
“factionalisnd,” the poilt théy
rdiséd in dttacking the Cal‘ey-
inspired “Inter-lotdl Trade Unioh
Progréssive Conithittes” of Dig-
trict 4. They do not attack the
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 Grate Carlaoh, ¢ jUﬁ-priﬁ pféd Fugkf Fer Uﬁiﬁﬁ Co ﬁﬂ'éf Is
ramints mttin of e o, Ofily Issue Between Both Pre-Wa r Groups

The Seventh Anfiual Conventioi of the United EIectrrcal ®
Radio and Machine Workers of Atierica (CHOY, starting Labor

ill bting

to a climax . dan un-

 principled fight between the Stalimists and theé Hillmanites for

This convention is iniportant becatise it will cledrly show
the effect of the pro-war change of liné of the Stalinists on their
trade-union policies. The Stalinists are a powerful force in the
UERMW, one of the fastest growing ClO unions and they will

be contending for control with®
| the Hillmanite group of James B

worked together in suppressing |

Cdrey precipitated an  opén |3

Board answered Carey by rulitig |

have been |

the convention, wheré they will |

tutional amiendment barring com-
into further conflict, before the |

De- |

ol o ) = |fense Mediation Board. When
“We shall carry on the fight led

their pro-war line, the Stallmsts,

the |

cord. They plead fof “Gnity” and
seek only to keep - their union
posts,

Roosevelt’s anti- }abo“r pro -war
drive, supported both by the Stal-
inists ‘and Carey, has created ser-
ious problems for the UE mém-
bers. - Priotities
dlone i§ threatening thousands of
jobs. of .UE workers in the re-
,frlgeratlon products ‘radio . and
electrical squipment fields

Nelther Carey nor thé Stalinists
have 4. réal program ‘to meet this
‘probfem and rank-and file discon-
| tént on thls score is bound to be
expréssﬁed at thig convention.

. BotH the Stalinists and Carey

unemployment _,

wish to tie the union to the boss-
es’ war machine, stifle its mili-

tancy and make it an appendagé §

of the government agencies like
the Mediation Board.

A progressive program would
oppose all collaboration with the
government sgenciés and démand

- that no union officials serve on

the governient-employér boards.
It would reaffirm the right of
the Workers to strike. It would
answer the problem 6f privritiss
unémployment with the démand
for expropriation of the wdr in-
dustries and their opération un-
der the control of fhe Workérs.

New thousands of workers in

ithe expandmg war industries are

ripe for organization inte the
UE. Only a genuinely mlhtant
program and a union free of gov-
ernment domination can success-
fully’ organize these .workers in
the face of the anti-labor policies
of the war administration.

Sk o

bo? mowmem—fwhat are the workers thinking
i what the bosses dre up to—and the G-inen aid the local cops—
oid the Sidlinists-—=seind iis that story the capitalist press didn't
prinit and that story they biried or distorted—our pages dare open
80 you. Létters miist carry name dnd addréss, but indicale if you
do not want your Hiie prmtéd o ‘

WMe to u&-—tea us what's goig on in Your part of the

about —iell

Kearny Shipyird Sirikeérs
Heélp Neivdrk: Cigar
Workers

EDITOR: y

I want to tell you about, some

‘of ‘the fhifigs {bat happened in
| our girike af the I. Lew1s Cigar
'factory in Newark, N. J., whéie

about 1000 of the 1200 people are
glrIs.

Wé have been trying to organ-
ize f01 a lon‘r time into Local 302-
CIO Union. It has been pletty
bad {n the plant. Some of the
workers getting as llttle as $12 a
week or 30¢ an Hour. The place
is dirty, full of rats and roaches.
The girfs don’t even want to use
the toilets. ThHe bosses and the
foremen always tried to scare us
away from joining a real umon
’I‘hey Would come around and ask
ion.

Frinally {he workers in dlffelent
departments steriéd caxds for the
umon and we sénf a comrhittee to
tdlk to the boss. The _bosses
wotldn’t Have dhything to do with
the union at 41f. Thé only thlng
16tt for s {0 d6 Wis fo g6 on
striKe,

About 5 oclock 1n the mmning
“e had a bunéch of the umon work-
ers comé down to keep thé other
workers from g6ing into {he
plant. THé placs was sirrounded
by cops, in Ffddio patrél car§, on
fé)bt antl on horses The ¢ops on
thé Hotsés Wers the Worst of tHem

"I] bécause they tisd fo séare the
------ ¥ kers on the pxcket x ihe by tid-

by now, all of
kknew that the cops were -oni thé

ing ﬂ'p on thé gidewalks. We
could® have stoppéd most of the
workers from goihg intd the plant
but thé £6ps took the Seabs by the

‘| arm and hustled them- through to
‘| the door.

About 150 seabs got
through out of 1200 workérs. THe
cops were very tmedn, théy SIAp-
ped and pushéd the pickets
dground. They picked on the girls
and the womeén more.

One of the girls told a mointed
cop that he was only a4 Servdnt
of the public dnd hé& pulléd her
out of liné and slapped her face.
Another girl triéd to stop a sedb

from going through the picket line,
| & mounted cop pushed his horse

against the pickst lihe so our gifl
slapped the horse’s nose to gét
him away from her. The cop.
cursed her, ledned over and hit
her on top of thé hedad with a
blackjack. She was knocked aown
dand I8y in the strest uncéngeious.
The cops wouldn't lef us get near
her but let her lay there. Finally
oné of our boys got to her and
tried to help her. Then thé cops
took her away in the pie-wagon.
There were about 10 or 11 ar-
rested. In the jailhouse they put
4 girls in a cell together but as
6ne of them told me later, “wé
Weren’t afraid and joked and sang
tintil they lét us out. Then wé
Went back to fhe picket line.”
The workers were terribly wiad
us, because we

bosses’ side and that they would
try to break our strike. So wé
gent a committee to the head-
quarters of the Shlpyald Workers |

90% As
Reac

.
|« o A

'nd

tear with 33%.

By JAMES P. CANNON
Ndtional Seerétary, Sotialist Workers Party
The campaign for our Party War Chest of $10,000 ended
of the deadliie, Atigust 21, the anni’vér‘s‘ary of the dss4§sindtibn
of Trotsky, with a total of $9017.99 colfected.
branichés madeé or exceeded their quobtas. First place Wenit to the
new Buffalo branch with 4 scoteé of 167%. Frésno brotight up the

Most of the

Minfieapolis had hafd sledding for quite well known
| teasons; they havé a battle on their hands. New York and San
Francisco are tied at 83%. The inability of these three branches,
which had heavy quotas, to reach the goal, accounts for the 90%
windup of the campaign instead of the 100% or better which is
.more or less the rule on all Trotskyist undértakings.

Log Angéles
Seattle
New Haven .
Rochester

. TOTALS

New York City

Milwatikéé ............

anea olis ..

‘Contributions This Week

......... $159.00
181.00

Yo s

sm‘,ooo War Chest
SCOREBOARD

Lo b g

Brarich Qitotd Amt: Pd. %
BUFFALO ... ...... ... $ 60.00 $ 160.00 167
READING  ............. 25.00 38.30 153
SEATTLE  ............. 25.00 36.00 144
€LEVELAND .......... 150.00 186.50 124
BALTIMORE ........ .. 10.00 12.00 120
AKRON .......... . 50.00 60.00 120
BOSTON.  .............. 350.00 403.75 115
LOS ANGELES ......... 500.00 545.50 109
ST. PAUL ......... .. ... 300.00 325.80 108
 ALLENTOWN ... .. . 25.00 27.00 168
YOUNGSTOWN ........ 150.00 160.00 107
QUAKERTOWN. ..... ... 25:00 26.00 104
FLINT ................. 200.00 207.00 108
CHICAGO .............. 1200:00 1238.12 103
ROCHESTER .......... 50.00 , 51.00 102,
NEW HAVEN - ............ 50 51.00 102
San Diégo ............... 100.00 100.00 100,
Portland 30.06 30.00 160°
St. Louis 25.00 25.00 100
Toledo 10.00 10.00 100"
F Dietfoltf . ool 500 60 < 560.00 . 100
Lotlisiake 1 25000 Co2500 100 .
Newark " 500.00 500.25 100"
- Philadelphid . ............ 125.00 125.00 100
Pittsburgh .............. 10.00 40.00 100 -
Milwaukee. .............. 55.00 55.00 100"
San Franc1sco Bay Area. 1100.00 908.83 83 .
New York City .......... 2500.00 2066.08 83
South Chicago .......... 125.00 95.00 76
TeXas .......ieeiiia.... 20.00 - 10.00 50
Minneapolis ....... : 1200.00 588.56 45°
Fresho ................. 30.00 16.00 33
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 475.00 511.30 108
(FOTALS  ............. $16,000.00 $9017.96 909

Union who are also on strike at

.the Federal Shipyvard ih Kearny.

We told them we needed some
help.

In a little while séveral car-
loads of shipydrd workers cdmie
dowh to oOur pickét lime. We #i
weéré glad to sée them thers, fhe
girls cheered when they showsd

to the other side of the S$treet
when these men started to _march
in our plcket line. Everybody had

the $cdhg o come down. Elther

when they saw that now we meant
business and we coulll fight back
if we had to. About 12 o’clbck
all the scabs came out of the
plant,

picket lime until about 6 o’clock,
then most of us went home but

that no scabs couldl tomeé ix.

ers were in the liné to. Welp ud
again. "There wds no trouble from
the cops or
The ¢ops acted a 1ot differert with
the shipyard workers there.
After 12 o’clock we had a meet-
ing of all the workers in a hall.
The President of theé Sfupyard
Worksrs Unlon spoke to us and

up. Most of the cops moved over|

the bossss got stared of the seaby |

We sang and marched on the|#

first we left an all night picket |
guard t0 watch the plant to see|

other union brothers. They told
how to fight and to stick togsther
to get better working condmons

,and a better life.

I think it was great that we
could zet help from other umons.

I think that all the unions ought
- to get together

to help their un-
ion brothers and sisters on the
pickef litle.

A CIGAR WORKER

a new spirit aid wé shotfed to : REREE R .
in NEWARK; N. J.
Biiy the

MILITANT

~at :

_ Cohen’s
Confectionary,
11 SPRINGFIELD AVE

Court  Hotsé.

g

Satuxday morning we had a l\i‘ig
picket liné and the shipydrd work: |

the scabs this timeé. |}

I AKRON, O.
the MILITANT may
be obtainéd at:
NEWS EXCHANGE .

. 518 Main St.
PORTAGE CIGARS
dor. Howard &
Weést Mariet
. &

gxrs o

WREAD

116 Univérsity Pldce

| For the truth about how Negroes are treated by
“the Jim Crow Officer caste,

‘The Negro and the U. S. Army’
By EUGENE V ARLIN

29 pagé pamphlet . . . 5¢
PIONEER PUBL!SHERS

\\ Also obtainabie tflrough all Branch literature agents of the
‘ Sbciahsf Wori{ers Parf,

New York; N. V.
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‘Comrade Chairman and ‘Comnirades: expect to put out program on record. We expectito take advantage

Tn his theoretical elvcidation of the po‘s\t-hemn *Fegction ~in
Russia which swept the Stalinist ‘Bureadcracy ‘itto Power, ‘Con-
rade Trotsky réferred 'to the history of ‘revolutions and -derived
his ‘thesis from that history. Rewoliutions throgg_houtﬁ history, in
the ‘ebb and flow of history, have always been followed by ‘couriter-
revolutions, but the counterirevolition “hus ‘tever ‘siceeslied in
tlirowing society back to the original point of departure of “the
revolution. Every revolition has signified a pefmanent advante
of ‘mankind’s social orgahization. Trotsky. never départed from
this thesis, but reitefated it at Bvery new turh of evénts.

The reaction against the gredt French bodigeois revoliition
which, after Napoleon, wént even so far -as the ‘réstoration for a
time of the monarchy, néver suceeeded ih ‘restoring feudal Prop- .
erty relations, and consequently ‘the Fevolittion rémuined essent-

ially victorious in spite of the long swiékp ‘of -Pedction against
jt. Capitalism was firmly establlshed by the ihitial Vietory of ‘the
bourgeois revolution.

Hete in -America-thére ‘was a "ttemendoug 'react}mn against
our second ‘revolution -in the "Sixties, ‘the revowtwn Wwhich ° over-
threw chattel slavery. The reaction in ‘the South went a long
‘way in the years whd ‘decades following the ‘milittity Vietoty of
the bourgeois Novth. The emancipated Nogroes Were virtually
deptived of all political wnd social rights. But ‘the reaction hevér
went back ‘so Tar s o réstore private property in Tiuian ‘B'ei’ngq
which ‘had besnh destroyed by the vevolutichary thoi‘y of the
Northern armies. Chattel 8lavery was not’ Testored.

If we keep these historical facts and this ‘thesis in mind,
we can see ‘ore ¢learly beéneath the superﬁcml -appearance
of ‘things and understand what is takmg ‘place in the Soviet
Union, what is taking place in the world. Reaction set .in
against the Russian reévoliition about 1933. The terrible event
that we commemorate tonight, the assassination of ‘the great
leader of the Russian revolition, was itself a. product of that
reaction, which is still sweeping the world today. But if we
keep our theory in mind, if We understand ‘the teachings of
all the great Marxists that the march of -history, in -spite of
everything, is forward and nbt backward, we. can find our
bearings even in these ‘heavy ‘days. ‘And ‘only ‘we -can do it.

REACTION OF 1917 REPEATED TODAY

In many respects one can +find a -certain ‘analogy between
-events that are unfolding today, and -those ‘of 24 iyelts sago this
summer, when it seemed, indeed, that the blackest tifnwe had come.
The World War had been taging in Europe for three yeurs, de-
vouring meh by the ‘million ‘on the bloody battle-fields of the war.
The apparently invincible ‘conquering army -of ‘the ‘German Kaiser
was then, like Hitler’s aymy today, in cecupation 'of the Uktaine.
A stalemate ‘had ‘conre in the ‘war ‘of ‘the impérialist ‘péwers, and
they poured out the blood of a million ‘men fin the madness of
Verdun in an attempt to break it. The United States had formally
entered the war and the mmad, ‘patriotic wob spirit Was rumning
Yampant in this ‘country. Raids on radical Tabor organizations
were taking place and ‘the Department of Tastice, under ‘the ‘same
J. Bdgar Hoover who is frafhing us today, Was ‘preparing the
indictments against ‘the TWW which were to be amnotineed ‘in
the ‘early part of September.

Then, out ‘of the night of that black reaction, that time
of ‘desperation, a ‘féw months later came the brightest light
the world had ever seen—the light of the October revolution
in Russia. Sitice that tite we have lived by that light. And-
the whole world, fiiends ‘#nd foes, whether they liked it or

- not, have'also lived under-the sigh of the Russian revolution
of 1917. With that victory of the workers under ‘the 'Teader-
ship of Lenin and Trotsky, the world revolutionary movemerit
came to life again. The movement which had been beaten
into ‘the dust by the war and the capitulations and the be-
‘trayals of all the traditional leaders—then‘as now=—the world
revolutiohary ‘movement rose again, raigedits hexd andl ‘began
to reéruit a whole new arimy of young people msplred by the
Russian revolition.

We felt it here in this country. We began ‘aghin on one fiind-
amental premise, established and démonstrated in Russia: that

the way out of the madness of capitalist War is by the¥evolution-

ary victory of the workers; that ‘the Wotkers ‘¢an and Wil ae-
complish that victory and free the woild, ‘riot “only -from war,
but from the horrible, decaying system of capltahsm that breeds
the war.
Twenty-four years have passed wince that tinte. I'hose who
have remained on the fundamental premise I have just men-
tioned—the premise of the adherents :of ‘the Bolshevik tevokition
—they can understand events today better thn ‘others, and they
_can see the prospect of new advances #thioughout the ‘dwrkness
of the reaction. They understand thit the vesétion Has w6t back
“but not yet overthrown the -Russian revolution. Those *faint-
. hearts, those traitors who said the Rugsiah revolution has been
killed, that the :Soviet Union is not ‘worth defending, are ‘being
answered on the battle fields ‘of - Russia ‘today by mitliohs ‘of ten
in arms. Millions of ‘Soviet -soldiers, potiring ‘ouit their blovd, say
the revolution still lives and not even Hitleils saymy an kil 3!
That is the meaning ‘of this thing that 4y inbxplicible to w1

ES OF THE AMERICAN

Here in the United States since 1928 we "have fought under
the bannei ¢f Trotsky. Thitteen years ago we raised that banner
here. It seerns but yesterday. The Tight has been so ‘intense, -so
uninterrupted, so full ‘of intérest and passioh, we have never
had time ‘to réminisce about it. For thifteen years we have waged
sour struggle, and I think it is how clear to everybody, to friend
and foe ‘on both suies of fhe clasg barrlca&es——lt is now clear to

trade Trotsky in this countiy ‘thirteéh years ago, which is rep-
resented ‘today by the Socialist Workers Party, is the authentic
movement of Bolshevism, the niovement that Femains ‘tiue to
‘the Russian Revolution 6f October, 1917, to ‘the people who Yed it,
and to the principles embodied in it.

The one authentic movement is otir party. The hatied of all
traitors, of all deserters and renegades against Trotsky ‘and ‘the
Trotskyists, confirms it. And it i now ‘certiffed, so ‘to §peak, by
‘the Deépartment of Justice in Washington, ‘Of ‘all the parties and
individuals in this country, the Roosevelt War Party, hus singled
out ‘this group of disciples of Trotsky Tor Special attention. Our
organization is the first selected for persecution under the Sinith
Act and under another act passed m 1861 against the Sout“hern
. Confederates

" We have suffered many blows since 1928, We have never
lived or worked at @ny time without pressure upon us, without
persecution against wus,.without hardships wnd mdterial Tacks.
But a year ago today the hardest blow jof all fell upon our Hiove-
ment in this country and the Fourth Internstional ‘throughout the
world, including its Russian @detachments, The hardest blow. of
.all that could possibly be dealt to us Was the agsassination of the
Trotsky & yesr ago yesterday by ‘ah apent of the t*rm‘cor and
murderer, Stalin.

You remember wheh Wwe gathered in the Memorial méeting
a year ago, wheh we ‘sumimorned 41l our courage and said, in spite
«of ‘everything, we would stirvive that terrible blow because Trot-
sky ‘had left us ‘the program and ithe ideas and the example that
will ‘enable us to do it. Many people Were skeptical. Buit we ‘did
wiirvive. Just to have remained alive after siich a calamitons loss,

e

Trotsky

_ the others, this tremendous Soviét morale, What did they all eay"
First, they said the two systems—fascism and Sov1etxsm—-are
so interlocked that Russia and Germany make natural partners
againgt the “democratic” world, We heard such a monstrous
thesis in our own party a little more than a year ago. We were
informed by no less an authouty than the great Professor ‘Burn-
‘ham that we Trotskyigts were a “left cover” for Hitler because
we ‘warnted to defend ‘the Soviét Union unconditionally. Buritham
and his vétiritie neéver dreained of the war that was to bufst with
full fury two thonths ago.

' Then When it happened there was one Uanel eal empec‘ta-

capacltles of the Soviet a’rmy excépt the Soviet workers th‘em-
‘selves—and the Fourth Tnternationalists, ‘Stalin didh’t belisve in
the fighting sbility of the Red Army which he had bicheaded. The
only reason he didn’t capltulate to Hitler and give ‘him all ‘the
concessions 'he wanted, is that he didn’t get a “hande, Hitler
‘thought it would be so easy to ‘smash ‘the Red Arny, he didn*t
bother to parley about it. All the statesmen and military experts
expected and freely predicted a Russian collapse on the French
pattern in a few weeks. What they ‘all ‘overlooked Wwas the -oire
most 1mportant and most fundamental element in war, the ‘otie
that was elucidated by Comrade Trotsky in-our last talk With
him in Mexico, fourteen months ago, the element of ‘morale,

In the course of our visit of ‘a week or ‘more—this was_at the
time when the great battle of France was taging, befoie Paris

had not yet fallen—we asked him more than once to give us ‘his -

opinion of the mlhtary prospects of that fight. And again and
again he repeated, “It depends on the morale ‘of ‘the French army.
If the French army really has the morale to fight, Hitler cannot
win, not even if he comes as far as Paris.”

But the French soldiers did not have the morale to fight.
That was explained in an article in our magazine, “Fourth Inter-
national” as well -as by many other cotréspondents. Our own
comrade who was there-and had intimate contact with great num-
bers of French people in the course of his journalistic duties,
explained it about as follows: Thée French workers and the French
soldiers, if you -asked them if thére wasn’t some difference be-
tween the Hitler regime and the rotting bourgeois ‘democratic
‘roginre in France, would say, “Yes, there is a difference, it the
difference is not worth dying for.” That was one reason for the
catéstrophic defeat of the French bourgeois army.

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION IS STILL ALIVE

Those who ‘made -an equation between Fascist Germany -ahd
the ‘Soviet Union could not understand the psychology of the
Russian workers and peasants. You can write all the books, wise-
acre theses, explaining there is mo difference between the degen-
erated workers’ state -in [Russia and the fascist regime in Ger-
many. But the Russian workers and peasants think there is ‘a
difference, and they think the ‘difference is worth dying for.
They know better than all the renegades, better than all those
who have turned their-backs -on the Soviet Union in the hour of
danger, the hour when people are really tested as to the value
«of stheir ideas,. opinions,  theories -and promises;

Trotsky ‘said meore than once, that the beginning of a war
of ‘imperialism against the Soviet Union would undoubtedly
arouse a veritable outburst of genuine revolutionary patriotism
and fighting spirit in the Russian masses. That is precisely what
we have seen there. And s we wait breathlessly from day to day,
and‘even from ‘edition to edition of ‘the newspapers, to see what
is the further course, the further fate of the armies locked in
cotitbat, we know ohe thing for sure. We know that by their
tremendous deémonstrition of fighting Heroism, the Russian mass-
es 'have saill onice apain thut the revolution in Russia is still alive,
‘and ‘still has the possibilities of reinspiring’the world and startmg

. 'a mMew upsweep of progress which revolutionary victory alone

‘can ‘bring,

The reaction against the Russian revolution presented so
many complexities, phenomena entirely new ‘in histoty, that
‘it 'Was not easy to understand ‘the real course of events and
their meaning. The great service of Trotsky to humanity, to
History, was that he EXPLAINED to ‘the revolutionary van-
giard of the world the complex processes of the degeneration
of ‘the worlgers state, of the rise of ‘the privileged bureau-
cracy, of the reasons for.it, and of ‘what remained funda-
meéiital and secure in spite of the reaétion-of the ‘bureaucracy.
‘He ‘explained it, he led the fight against the reaction, &nd
€ven ‘rivore thdn that, he organized on a world scale ‘the
nucleus of the revolutionary party of the future, which “will
-compléte the work Which remained uncompleted ih Riissia.
Trotsky's ‘crowning ‘achievement' was ‘the founddtion -of t‘he
Fouwrth International.

TROTSKYIST MOVEMENT

to have remained intact f6r & year, and not only in this ‘c‘ountfy
but on .a world scale—that in itself would be a colossal achisve-
ment. -But -not only to have suivived; to have made progress; to
‘have :gained in numbers and in activity=—a5 we hive done—that
is the brightest proimise for the future that thxs party which
Comrade Trotsky founded cannot be destroyed'

‘OUR WORK SINCE TROT SKY’S DEATH

In the past year we didn’t do sensational things, but we
moved forward -on every front. Our tiade. union work ‘Was de-
‘Veloped, better organized, more widely extended; the party be-
caine niore firmly established with a larger percentage of its
mienbers in ‘the ‘trade unions than ‘ever before, Out press did not
go down; it werit forward—increased its citeulation, jhereased
its size, its effectiveness, its popularity, and its influence through-
‘out the ‘entire ‘militant labor movement. Our organization frew a
bit. Wee took a nuimber of young men and ‘developed them ‘into
professional organizers, We have ‘today a bigger staff on ‘the
organizational side of ‘the party than we ever had in ‘our thitteen
years.

We didn’t neglect our international obligations, Bearmg in
mind ‘the imore favorable position we occupy in the richest eapital-
ist tountry in the world, we gave help to our Chinese comrades,
to the refugees in Europe, to our comrades in Latin-America—
not by any means adequate, not by ‘any means what we should
have done, but more than we had been able to do before.

Mention has been made here tonight of out election campaign
in New York. And indeed it is an epochal évent that in the past
Zyear, 'on two -occasions, we -have raiged the bahiner of Trotskyism
in important elections. In Minnes6ta the Fourth Internationalists
put & ‘candidate in ‘the field for United States Senate. They man-
aged to get -access to the radio, to eatriy on a fairly ‘wide public
activity, so ‘as to arouse the interest of thousands of ‘people and
gain eight or nine thousand votes for Comrade Grace Carlson,
Senatorial candidate of our party in anesota

Andnow, if we are able for the first tinre o have . candiddate
on the ballot for mayor of Néw York, if on the eve of formal

emonial |

entry;into the war and in the face of the indictments in ane%om
we are-able to participate in the campalgn with our own candidate
on the ballot, we must say that for us it is a great step forward.
It may not appear so important to others. If you .judge things

. by comparative numbers, if you measure our .party’s numerical

strength beside that of LaGuavdia and Tammany Hall, it may®
seem a little ridiculous that ‘only -a few thousand people vote for
‘the program of the Fourth ‘International, Bt only the super-
ficial. people, only philistines, say that; only those people who
see today prolonged indefinitely into tomorrow,

I ventiire to say that-we will get more votes in New Yo‘rk
proportionately, for the -candidate of the Fourth” IntéPnational
than the Bolsheviks got in Rusia in their first elections, We do
‘not ‘expect to et gxeat numbers of, votes in ‘this electmn We

, James P. Caniton, Natiohal Secrétary of the Socialist
r Workers Party, addressing the Trotsky. Memorial Meeting in

New York, August 22. In the background is partof a 12- foot»
- sketched portrait of Leon Trotsky. ;
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of the time that is left us between the filing of the candidates
and the trial in Minnesota to make ‘part- of our public defense
against their trial. ‘Our “defensé” will be to accuse the prose-
cutors of responsibility for the :destruction of millions of human
lives in’the%wat; to proclaim the ‘downfdll of their system and the
coming vietory of socialism. That is our aim in the campaign.
‘Everything will naturally be concentrated on the ques-
tion that dominates the world. That is, the question of the.
war which every month or so draws new territories and new
peoples into its bloody vortex. This war is the expression of
. the ‘incurable ‘bankruptey of an outlived system; that was
the fundamental theme of Comrade Trotsky’s work .in his
last years—that capitalism is in its death agony. The great
programmatic document of the Fourth International, sdopted
in the 'World Congress of 1938, written by him, bears that
title, “The Death Agony of Capitalism and the Taqk% of the
Proletarian Revolution.”

THE WAR CLARMWIES ALL ISSUES

"Comrade Trotsky never had the slightest confidence in the
ability of Woild ‘capitalism to escape from the war or to emerge
from the war. He had no confidence in the ability of world capital-

" ism to regain stability. He was not like those miserable social

demociats, seeptics and renegades from radicalism. They are the
only Pecple who see a Tosy Tuture for capitalism, Not the capital-
ists themselves! Not in any of ‘their parties or groups have they
the slightest conﬁdence they live in fear of what the future
will bring.

Trotsky said and "rep“ea‘ted time and time again that the war
will ‘put an ‘end ‘to ‘all pretenses, to all ambiguity; it will destioy
all pal*tles and groups which try to play tricks with principles
and to chedt history. They ‘will be demolished, there will not be
leéft one stohe upon another. International Stalinism and ‘Social
Democracy will be victims of the war which their betrayals ‘made
possible. And the “London Bureau,” that miserable centrist ‘eati-
cature which made its task in lifé to fight the “intransigeance”
of Trotskyism and its “sectarianism.” Where are their mass
parties? Where is the mass party of the centrist London Bureau
in the United States? It was represented once by a clique of
bankrupt sharpers who never had any masses but were always
issuing promissory notes to produce them in the future, the
Lovestone group. Where -are they now? I don’t think you -could
find them, because the group held a meeting and adopted a reso-
lution to this effect: that the best thing we can do in the interest
of socialism .is to dissolve. And that was the first correct state-
ment the Lovestoneites ever made, 4

I ‘hear every week 'or so about some little pretentious sect
that was more radieal than Trotsky and bent on correcting the
deviations of Trotsky, also, imitating the Lovestoneite example,
“dissolving.” And -others ‘don’t even meet, they simply dissolve.
Amd -others make peace with -capitalism, like the social democrats
-and the Stalinists. And others simply wither away, like the So-
cialist ‘Party-'of Norman Thomas. We remain. We swim against
the current. And that is not beeause of our personal superiority -
but because of the superiority 'of the program that we are organ-
ized to defend. Because we -are the bona-fide representatives of
the one viable :political current in the world—the current that
was released by the great Russian revolution of October, 1917,
The disciples of Trotsky are the people who really ‘mean it when
they say they defend the Russian revolution and its conqurests.
Our struggle against Stalinism has always been a struggle in
behalf of the Russian 1evolut10n and all that it signifies,

WHY THE TROTSKYISTS HA\IE BEEN INDICTED

Why, in the United States Senate, the other day, in that
fountain-head of American political wistdom, you had ‘the floot
leader of the Roosevelt War Party explaining to the muddle-
“headed -isolationists the difference between Stalin and Trotsky.
And after all these years, even Barkley knows the difference. T

_am quoting from the . Congressional Record of -August 5, 1941.
Senator Barkley said:

“When they (the Russian people after the revolution of
1917) started oiit, they had a vague, fantastic ‘notion ‘that-
‘they would socialize or communize the World; and ‘the funda-
mental difference between Stalin ‘and Trotsky was over that
‘question. Trotsky, as T understand ‘the matter, was -a Wworld
revolutionist, while Stalin took the ‘position that the Russian
Government owed its first duty to ‘the Russiah people-...’the
fighit between Trotsky ‘and Stalin revolved ‘atround ‘the ‘ques-
tion whether ‘they should undertake to revolutionize the world
‘or should ‘concentrate 'on Russia. Stalin won, and Trotsky *had
to leave the country.”

And they would not lot Trotsky itito this courtiy bécause,
while they méver understood the difference quite so well ‘before,
‘they ‘had "a prétty good idea that Trotsky ‘was the kind of a
“counter-revolutionist” that would not do them any good.

We have been indicted. And ‘the 'guastion is asked on iall

_-sides, why have they indicted the Trotskyists? Why @idn’t they
indict somebody else, or why did they indiet anybody ? ‘Have ithey
completely lost their heads in Washington? This is the “theme of

the social democrats and liberals, supporters of theReosevelt
administration, who want to sell the advanced workers a war for
democracy, and -are -somewhat ‘embarrassed -by this ~atbempt to
scuttle democracy even before the war begins. ‘

THE OPPOSITION TO WAR THAT WON’T STOP

Well, we are indicted for definite reasons, for essentially the
same reasons that they have indicted the proletarian revolution-
ists in the past. Not because of our numbers, not because of -our
immediate power, but for what we represent, and because of the
masters’ fear of the future and the future things., They know
in spite of -all the moisy anti-war talk of the so-called isolation-
ists, and pacifists, and ‘Christian-Fronters -and American-Firsters
—they know that the ‘only real and serious opposition to their
imperialist war, the opposition that won’t stop when war begins,
is represented by the Trotskyists.

They had an immediate occasion to attack us in Minneapolis
as a result of a trade unien conflict. One single unien in the
Teamsters International of 500,000, one union of 5,000 members,
in a part of the country which is not decisive economically—it
is on the edge of the prairie, it is away from the great industrial
strategical centers—one single union came into confliet with
President Roosevelt’s principal labor agent, Daniel Tobin, and
left the Tobin organization and joined the ‘CI0. And everybody
in the .country seems to understand, practically every newspapetr
that -has commented on the matter mentions the fact, that the
indictment represents a political favor to Tobin in his fight with
JTioeal 544-CIO. There is something in what they say. This is
undoubtedly the immediate cause of the indictinent.

But that doesn’t really expldin the thing fundanientally at
all. The question one must ask is, why did Tobin have a fight
with the leaders of 544, and why did he try to drive thei out
of the union in Minneapolis? And then you toine to the redl hub
of the matter. Tobin is a right-hand man of the Roosevelt aduiin-
istration, his chiéf “labor lieutenant,” and ‘a imember of the
“Fight for Freedom, Inc.”—ah onganization ‘which is ‘campaign-
ing for 'an immédiate declaration of “shovting war.)” ™Tobin
couldn’t line up ‘the Trotskyists in Minnesota for the war. The
Trotskyists ste that breed of ‘people Who don’t line up. They ate
stiff-necked about principle. And When Tobin ‘tried ‘to piit the

pressure on them to be good fellows, to get in line, and %o go
‘along “with the war, they said, “No, we do not believe ‘in your
war. We are going to fight against it.”” That was what prompted
the struggle with Tobin which was followed by ‘the indictments
against us,

ROOSEVELT’S PRECEDENT FOR

THE INDICTMENT

There is ‘a parallel in our American history for the prostitii-
tion of the presidential powers to help trade union conservatives
against radicals. Tn 1917 when the IWW was making séme head-
way in different parts of the couritry as against the AFL, Gomip-
‘ers, who .was the chief labor agent of Wilson in lining up the
Jabor ‘movenent for the war, redeived as his price for support,
‘the prosecution of the TWW. That was a notoriously known fact
at ‘the time. 1t ‘was ‘cominon gossip among labor leaders that’
‘Gompers finally “got” Hajyvwood through the Department of
Justice. I was reading Bill ‘Haywood’s autobiography again the
other night, and he refers to the same thing. This is the historic
precedtent for Roosevelt’s ‘assistance to Tobin and the prosecu-
tion ‘agdinst us.

Onie ‘6t the counts in the indiétment alleges that we advocate
‘the formation of workers’ ‘defense guards, and that where we
hiive the ‘opportunity, having sufficient union support, we actual-
1y ‘orgarize such defeénse guards, who make it their business to '
declare Wai onh fascist bands ‘and train and drill the workers to
fight fascism. That is true, and our policy is 100% correct. There
isn’t ahy «wther anti-faseist téndency in the whole country that
reéally intends to fight fascism. We do. The Minneapolis unionists
did actually organize a defense guard.

Don’t think for a moment, however, that President Roosevelt
and hiy Biddles in Washington are foolish enough to imagine
orie group of defense .guards or 29 ‘people were immediately
threatening the governmert. No, that is a ‘part of the frame=up.
The -ideas, and the knowledge that these ideas can really grow
and become powerful when the -conditions mature for them—that
is ‘what ‘they are really shodting at. They want to put us in “the’
‘penitentiary ‘because we alone really proclaim the socialist society
and summon ‘the workers to fight for it. We alone counterpose to
this bankrupt system of capitalism an alternative system -of ‘class-
less socialist society. That idea.they want to outlaw.

Of course what they are doing is ‘against the Bill of Rights,
against that part of the Constitition, those amendments to it,
which were designed to secure the rights of the people to free
speech and a free press. The indictmerit violates the Constitution,
violates democracy. But do not have any illusions that because it
breaks ‘their own Constitution, and because it breaks down theis
own pretensions to free speech and democtracy, do not have any
illusions that they are not going to go through with it. They #re
not interested in formality or consistency. They are interested
in ‘stamping out ‘opposition to the war. They ate interested in
suppressing people who ‘¢an’t be brought into line.

WHY THEY iFRAME A SMALL GROUP

Thie Social Dentocrats don’t care very much about demotracy
‘except ‘ds 'a slogan to ‘dupe the workers and farmbrs into a War
in Europe. The Social Démocrats who are supporters ¢f Roovse-
velt, with 4 greater ‘enthusiasm than Roosevelt himself in his
sober moments could ever display, are someétwhat 4t ‘a loss to ex-
plain ‘this indictinent and they call it fantastic. “This little sect
‘of 29 people are going to overthrow the ‘governmrent? Ridiculous!”
—and so on. They would like to make a joke ‘out of it #nd lull us
“with the idea ‘that because in their eyes it is ‘utterly fantastic,
nothing will cotre ‘of it. Well, I will tell you something. T ‘we
were ‘stiong ehough to be a “real @nd Present menazce” to the

‘(Continired on page 5)
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Auto Convention Posed Labor’s

[}

ar Problems

Contradictions

By E. R.

atize ail the underlying contra
ClO movement as a whole in
previous convention has-the di

been so ‘clearly revealed.
In many respects this conve

at the same time, the delegates
the UAW constitution the mosi
_ reactionary provision it has ever
contained — the admendment bar-
ring members f{rom elective or
appointive posts because of their
political beliefs.

- On the one hand the debates
on political issues of the day were
the sharpest and clearest in the
union’s history, the speeches of
the delegates showing the great
strides forward in the political
consciousness of the membership;
on the other hand the Interna-
tional Executive Board was left
unchanged by the election — the
feW board members who were de-
feated being replaced with essen-
tially the same type as before.

Riddle of the Convention

. What is the riddle of this pow
erful and vital union which has
made great advances both in or
ganization and in political under
standing, and yet has returnead
-.Thomas and Addes and all the
other leaders, with a few excep-
tions, to office? This leadership it
certainly the democratic choice o’
the delegates, since democracy
reigns in the UAW as in no other
international union.

:Does this mean that the autc
workers are content with their
leadership? That cannot be so,
since the delegates placed plenty
of restrictions on leadership, and
more than once voted down the
unanimous recommendations of
the International officers. when
the interests of the rank and file
were endangered. R. J. Thomas.
who was elected by acclamation
himself complained several times
during the convention that every
proposal he made was turnec
down. 'I'he behind-the-scenes man
‘euvers ofl the top leaders were
attacked by many delegates; ever
the capitalist press was forced tc
comment that in the UAW, unlike
in so many other unions, the lead
ership sits on an uneasy throne.
The answer to the contradictions
lies in two main underlying facts:

First, while tliere is a great op
position to the Roosevelt way
party and to tihe whole admin
istrative apparatus of the war ma

chine, the OPM, the Med:ation
Board, etc., this opposition has

_ mnot been thought out to the end
‘While a great body of UAW. mili
tants oppose the OPM and the
‘Hillman type of unionism, the)
are nevertheless wholly in favo:
of the national defense program
The obvious contradiction betweer
these two positions has not ye!
occurred to the union member
ship. )
"Secondly, while the membership
as represented by the delegates
at the convention, have no grea:
fa.it‘h in the present UAW leader
ship, they have not yet formec
a new leadership in whom the;
have faith and confidence anc
whom they will follow along th-
path of struggle in defense of.the
union.

Background of Conflicts

‘Ever since the St. Louis con
vention last year, there has been
a fierce clique fight in the UAW
International Executive Board

' Adides:and his group have fough-
bitterly with Reuther and Thomas
Frankensteen and their clique
‘What Ewas this fight about? It be
gan pﬁ'ely as a struggle for posts
and prestige, nothing more.

But in %he course of a year, the
UAW, propplled by its own organ
jzational pyvogress, collided head:
on with the war mach:ne, a and the
militant membership set up'a howi
against the strike-breaking union-
busting governgnent apparatus
which had been hurled at their
heads.

The struggle in the CIO between
Sidney Hillman and .John™ L.

 Lewis, over the important and
basic unjon:issues relating to the
attitude of labor toward Roosevelr
and to the war apparatus of the
administration dominated by the
dollar-a-year men, had already
come out into the open and re-
vealed as a basic jssue the ques-
tion of the independence of the
labor movement. )

‘By War Totali
Revealed At Convention

.+ The sixth annual convention of the CIO auto workers’ union,
concluded August 16 in Buffalo, served to highlight and dram-

faced with the governmental preparations for totalitarian war,

.most progressive in the whole fighting history of the UAW. But,

F
.| correctly the needs and deslres o1

Q

Ttuted a hard and conscious group
who, because of previous political
training, propagated their policy
clearly and formed a tight and
well-organized caucus propagat-
ing the full-rounded Hillman
program on all issues. They used
their training in the Socialist
Party to fight for the most reac-
tionary tendency in the ' labor
movement.

Created
itarianism

FRANK

dictions which characterize the
this critical war period. In no
lemma of the labor movement,

The Addes group cannot be said
in that sense to have existed as
a caucus at all. This group was
and remains a top clique of job
pohtlclans, whose policy it was
never to let the membership in
on the secret of why they were
fighting Reuther. '

Addes Group Folds Up

In the whole past year the lead-
ers of the Addes group took a
stand only on questions of job
power and prestige. On all the
basic issues they went along with
Reuther. They upheld Franken-
steen in his strikebreaking role at
North Anierican, they voted to
bully the GM workers back into
the plants without an agreement
in their recent strike, and hav
in: general been no more and n*®
less conservative on the importam

ntion was the most militant and

at Buffalo put on the books of

the masses of workers. Hillman
and his tendency represented the
cynical and unabashed labor lieu-
tenants of the war machine who
were willing to tie labor to thT
tailcoats of the Wail street poli-
ticians who domiuate the war pro-
duction agencies.

The clique struggle within the
UAW tops was caught up in this
great swirl around Hillman ana
Lewis, and the board members he-
came partisans inside the UAW
of the two groups in the CIO.

. issues than the Reuthe};: group.
This did not occur because the i
top UAW leuders became con-| At the convention, tnerefore,
vineced by themselves of the cor- [the Addes group was immersed

in the problem of their own jobs.
They ihought without a doubt
that they could win supremacy in
the UAW by exposing Reuther. as
a factionalist and by posing as
the great defenders of unity. Not
only did they give leadership, but
they had to be practicably black-
jacked by leading militants from
Flint, who understood the need
for a ‘basic fignt, into calling a
caucus meeting .to discuss the
problems. Thay called a caucus
only after terrific pressure.

rectness of the respective argu-
ments; on the contrary, they
would have preferred to limit
their fight to power politics. But
through the great lessons of the
North American strike, the Allis
Chalmers strike, the GM strike,
and other bhig battles which
brought the union into a clash
with the administration agencies,
the basic issues being fought ow
by the Lewis and Hillman groups
seeped down to the thinking sec-
tions of the membership of the
UAW, and wide sections of the
membership had taken sides and
paired off by the time the Buf-
falo convention convened. The
leadership only reflected this di®
vision,

The militant element at the con-
vention, who came prepared In
a general way to fight the Hil-
manism which threatened to sap
the union’s independence, consti-
teted a majority of the conven:
tion delegates. This militant ele
ment, led by .the well-knit ang
able delegation from Flint, were
attracted on geverai issues to the

The Reuther group, led by and
large by such renegade Socialist
Party members as the Reuther
brothers, George Nordstrom, Joe

ely a half-hearted pretense at
fighting Reuther.

picket lines, came to-the conven-
tion with a great desire to get a
crack at the Hillman program.
ings for that reason were big
cussed in strong terms the basic
questions of the independence of
the union from administration
domination, and pilloried the Hill
man tendency for belly-crawling:
tc the government, stooging for
Wall street, and the like. Addes
and his top clique- did not lead
this group, they were pushed
around by it in spite of themsel-
ves.

The. Communist Party people
during the whole period since the
St. Louis convention of the UAW
were the extreme supporters of
Addes, paralleling in the auto un
ion their support of John L. Lewis
in the CIO as a whole.

However, any discussion of the
Stalinists in auto in terms of two
or three years ago is totally un
realistic.  Precisely because the
auto union has been such a mili-
tant union, and because the Stal
inists have played such a big role.
they exposed themselves more
thoroughly in auto than in any
other section of the labor move-
ment.

At Milwaukee, in 1937, the CP
members were the organizers and
leaders of the Unity group which
commanded the major portion of
the union, and throughout this
period they were considered ac
the great an"lesslve and m111
tants in auto.

Stalinists Lose Ground

At the Cleveland ‘convention in
1938, while they suffered from a
split with Walter Reuther, and
had already compromised some-
what by their unprincipled fac-

 tionalism and disruption, the Stal-

inists still were a controlling for ce
at the convention and had the
largest single unified bloc.

In St. Louis last year, at the
height of the Stalin-Hitler pact,
they arrived at the convention
having lost heavily in Detroit.
having paid a heavy price as &

Ditzel, and Emil Mazey, consti- vAddes group when it showed mer-

The first few Addes caucus. meet-:

enthusiastic gatherings which dis-~

Roosevelt bandwagon. They voted

-Jat. the convention. against the pre-
These mlhtﬂmts fresh from the,

vailing pro-Roosevelt mood and
were a minority also on the Red
issue.

Only the fortitude circumstance
that John L. Lewis’s policy was
sim:ilar to theirs in opposition te
Roosevelt, enabled the Stalinists
to balance themselves. In addition.
their new line enabled them tc

among the militant membership,
and made it yossible for them
boldly to take a hand in the ot
ganization ‘of zircraft and estab
Iish new bases for themselves as
a result.

No such happy accident and nc
such opportunity accompanied
their recent new turn. On the con
trary, the Stalinists in auto stand
now completely exposed before the
whole conscious membership and
at the convention their nakedness
was displayed before all the in-

- formed -delegates.

In the first phase they arrived
at Buffalo with a line opposed to
Lewis. Secondly, their new flip-
flop lost them all standing as a
union group and cost them pop-
ular support among the auto
workers who now saw. them as
tricksters who were puppets ol
the Stalin regime  in - Russia.
Third, their nomerical strength
‘ha‘d; catastrophically decreased.
While the Stalinists still control
a few large locals, they are unable
to use them any longer as ‘a base
for bigger endeavors, and this
was shown at Buffalo. E

All of this resulted in great de-
moralization of their own people
and in boundléss confusion, The
idea that the Stalinists today act

'as a highly disciplined force in

auto is untrue; that is only a
memotry of the past.

One must remember that in the
UAW the Stalinists have not been
able to sail ahead as they have
in the National Maritim& Union,

| the Transport Workers etc. In

these unions the Communist Party
had a monopoly of leadership and
faced only the out-an-out reaction-
ary opposition, by and large.

In the auto union they had to
face competition witli every ten-

dency in - the labor movement, in

result of their flip-flop off the

attract the great anti-war elements’

and aroused workingclass engaged
constantly . in class struggles.
Here, faced with real tests, the
Stalinists starting with their larg
est, most conscious and most ex-
perienced organized group, have
squandered their capital month by
month and year by year until, at
Buffalo, they hardly dared to cpen
their mouths.

The Stalinists’ strategy, care-
fully worked ont in advance, com-
pletely missed fire in actual per-
formance at the Buffalo conven-
tion.

Previously the supporters of

Lewis and Addes, and bitter op-
ponenis of Hillman and Reuther
and Thomas, they were forced to
try to efface the memory of this
on the eve of the convention, to
switch completely around, forget
the North American strike, ana
try, in order {0 save themselves,
to, get harmony and unity between
the warring groups. They had
the end in view of gradually draw
ing Addes and his friends to the
support oflrf‘,heir pro-war prograimn,
and uniting with ~Reuther and
Thomas. This done, they would
bave been able to speed the union
along the rails of Roosevelt's war
machine. But alas . . . their powe:
did not correspond to their big
plans!
- No sooner did the convention
open than Thomas rudely hurled
back the CP support offered him.
Reuther pressed his campaign
against the Stalinists with re-
newed intensity, bent on unseating
their delegates and on crucifying
them on the West Coast. In sheer
desperation, the Stalinists had to
trudge along shamefully with the
Addes group, the only group that
wquld tolerate them.

At the present juncture, in or-
der to keep their dwindling base,
the Stalinists cannot drop Addes
and his people, without .first com-
ing to an understandjng with
Reuther and Hillman. Will such
an understanding be forthcoming*
All indications are negative. The
Roosevelt administration, and
Hillman as part of it, will not tol-
erate the Comixunist Party people
precisely because they are weak
and discredited. To hang on, they

the presence of a highly militant

Reuther and Hillman, although
that is contrary to their whole
program. In any case, as a major
force the Stalinists are through

they cannot mobilize the militant
elements with tbeir present line.
The great body of union fighters
who are moving forward towards
a progressive program cannot be
won by the CP.

The Coming Clash

‘While Reuther had a tight cau-
cus functioning all through, and
Addes tried weakly to form one,
the chief aspect of the convention
was the fluidity of the delegates.
Caucus lines were crossed and re-
crossed on different questions.
and on many issues almost the
whole convention opposed the un-
animous leadership at the top.
Some of the moest militant and
well-thought out speeches on the
OPM, on governmenf control - of
labor, were delivered by rank-and-
file delegates at this convention.

This militant element, clearer
on basic issues than ever before.
represented a great positive welght
at thef convention. With unequal-
led boldness this positive weight
put to the forefront the big or-
ganization problem - the organ-
ization of aircraft. The insistence
upon this organization exceeded
the demand at St. Louls for the
organization of Ford. An assess-
ment will be voted to pay for the
aircraft drive, and the whole con-
vention centered to a large degree
around this problem.

The Roosevelt and Hillman
program for aircraft is to adopu
a scheme similar to the shipyard
agreements which freeze wages.
Inevitably, the aircraft organiza-
tional drive will clash with the
Roosevelt administration, and will
bring out all the militancy ana
fight of the auto union. That is
the. positive road the union is
really going to take in.spite ot
the top leadership. Couple th's
fact with the fact that this is also
the road of the whole CIO in its
fight for complete domination of
the American labor movement, and
you can say for sure that this
fight started at Buffalo, which be-
gan as a clique fight, will deepen
and clarify, and in the course of

must continue in a way to oppose

clashes with the apparatus of the

By ART PREIS
“Morale is to materiel as three is to one.”
This famous observation of Napoleon was recalled last week
by the United States Chief of Staff, General Marshall, in com-
menting on the low morale in the new draftee army.
Disciplinary examples, threats, appeals "to patriotism or army
tradition have not sufficed to stem the tide of draftee discontent.
The flood of protests against the army term extension from the
draftees, swelled by the clamor from the folks back home, has com-
pelled Roosevelt and the War Department to modify their plans.
Last week the administration had to promise the soldiers conces-
sions, the release of 200,000 men from army service by Christmas,
and the right of the draftees to apply for release after 14 to 18
months service, instead of the 30 months set by Congress. In addi-
tion, General Hershey, director of Selective Service, has directed
local draft boards to assist draftees at the end of their service to
get back their old jobs, as promised.
‘The army stuffed-shirts have come reluctantly to admit that
army morale is “not what it should be.” ;
Lieutenant General Ben Lear, of “Yoo Hoo!” fame, voiced the
typical officer caste point of view last week, when he said:

“If morale is not high, it is no fault of ours. We have done
everything within reason to promote the welfare and comfort of
the trainees. If the morale is poor, it is-only because the morale
of the people is poor.”

There is truth in this statement, in so far as it deals with the
effect of popular moods on the army. The morale and attitude of a
conscript army parallels that of the civilians,

"By and large, the attitude of the draftees is one that has been
expressed repeatedly by the people in polls, letters to Congressmen,
and the other limited means of expression permitted them. The
American people—three-fourths of them at least—are opposed to
entering the war.

This . sentiment. of the people is not an alien force operating
upon the morale of the troops, as the officer corps pretends. These
are the feelings that the men bring with them into the army.

The officer staff wants the “ideal” soldier, i.e., one who is cut
“off from all civilian life, and who asks no questions provided he gets
his three “squares” a day and a comfortable bunk at night.

The draftees resist. They have—or believe they have—the right
to say something abcut how the army is run. They do not enter the
army for a career. And they will fight willingly only for a cause in
which ‘they believe so deeply that they will not hesitate to sacrifice
their personal welfare and lives to achieve it.

Real Reasons for Low Morale

From several authoritative sources we have been able recently
to get an indication of the real factors underlying the poor morale
of the army.

Pearson and Allen, in their
column, wrote on August 8:

“And to date, judging by our poll of selectees, plus the War
Dgpartmenﬁs own fnank ‘fears, 'the Amdrican Army lacks
morale

syndicated “Merry-Go-Round”

3 the War Department has given the boys no conception
of what is happening in the world, has made no attempt to show
them why they are called upon to serve. It has fallen down on
the one hig weapon which makes a modern army fight.”

Life magazine, August 18, 1941, reported the things that the
soldiers themselves, in one of the large and typlcal training camps,
gave as their reasons for wanting to get out of the army.

The Lewis group was far more e ‘ i on
progressive and reflected more the emergency is as serious as President Roosevelt insists. They do -

“Not more than 5% of the men in this division believe that

in auto. Discredited as they are,|.

war machine will become the ma-
jor aspect of the labor movement
and its ddvancement in the yea®
ahead. ' g :
The leadership is forced to
propel the union into the aircraft
drive not only because of the in-
sistence of the rank and file, but
in ithe interests of their own pres-
ervation. The AFL threatens to
capture aircraft and that cannot
be tolerated by the UAW,; more-
over, priority curtailment of raw
materials for auto threatens to
drastically cut down employment
in auto and face the UAW with
a vastly reduced workmg niem-
‘bership. The aircraft ‘dlive will
be pushed and pushed hard.

Temper of Membership

In spite of the desire of the
UAW Board members to patch
things up and build a unified top
machine to their mutual benefit,
the aircraft drive will sharply
pose all the basic issues confront-
ing the auto union today; this,
plus the accmnulating bitterne_ss
of the Lewig-Hillman . fight is
bound to split the UAW board
more widely than ever in the past
year. Reuther has the majority‘
of .the board today. But in the
‘ensuing struggles, the problem of
who controls the majority of the
board will be decided by the tem-
per of the membership and only
by ‘that factor.

Addes can still be expected -to
work closely with Lewis. What
direction will he get from him?
The Lewis machine in the CIO:is
made up of tihe old line wheel-
horses of the Miners union. In
the Buffalo convention, Lewis did
not attend and throw his personal
weight behind the Addes group;
he did not do this because Lewis
is a prestige politician, and would
not risk his prestige and standing
where he was not sure of victory.
He sent instead his man Alan Hay-

wood, whose contribution, with. or"

without Lewis’s aid, was the un-
principled horse-trade by which
Frankensteen wus assured a hoard
job in exchange for his support

Why The Dra

Soldiers Have No Faith In Cause For Whlch Ruling Class Wants Them To Flght

rmy

not want to fight because they do not see any reason for fighting.
Accordingly they see little point in their being in Army camps at
all. There is very strong anti-Roosevelt feeling.

“A second reason for trouble is that the men have no faith
in the officers who ,are commanding them'...The men complain
about junior and senwr officers indiscriminately. They say most
of them do net know their jobs. The officers argue with the
noncoms on tactical points and are frequently out-argued, losing
the respect of the men.”

The draftees see that they are commanded by incompetent of-
ficers, who look down on them and won’t hesitate to sacrifice the
lives of the privates. -

As Life indicates, the men are coming to realize that this is
not their army; that it is the army of class rule. If officers are in-
competent, if the general staff is"ignorant, the soldiers must never-
theless submit. There is no way to replace the present officer caste
with competent, responsible men from the ranks.

“The men complain that there is no way to get ahead in
‘the army. They say that very few draftees are given a chance
to take officers’ training courses. They say that initiative on the
the part of the privates is dlscouraged &

The War Department and the army staff cannot do those things
which would eliminate the basic reasons for the low morale.

They cannot, first of all, provide the soldiers with a cause worth
dying for. The draftees sense that they are not being called upon
to fight for real democracy or for the “defense” of the nation, They
see the preparations being made to send them to Europe or Asia
to fight for colonies and markets,  They observe the war profiteers
growing fatter at their expense; They take account of Roosevelt’s
broken promises, the trend toward repression of civil rights, the
secret diplomacy and arbitrary acts of the administration dr1v1ng
toward war, the threat of post-war chaos.

Nor can the War Department change the class character of the
army rule, for that rule is simply an extension of the rule of the
bosses. The first criterion for an ofﬁcer in this army is loyalty to
the ruling class.

That is why the government makes no effort to assist men
from the ranks—workers, trade unionists—to rise to positions of
leadership ‘in the army. The government seeks, above all, to pre-
serve the army. as an instrument of the ruling minority.

Thus, the method whereby the War Department and the officer
caste seek to “build” morale is savage discipline and punishments.

A striking instance of this is the court-martial sentence passed
last week against Private John Habinyak, who was sentenced to ten
years and nine months of hard labor, on five counts of “insubordin-
ation”: spitting on the floor; refusing to clean up the spit; refusing
to clean his mess kit; refusing to sweep the floor; “disobeying an
order to pick up some broken conerete. (As we go to press, we learn
that Habinyak’s original sentende has been reduced to three years
and six months as a result of popular pressure.)

Major S. Murrell, judge advocate of the army post where Habin-
yak was convicted, on August 22 amplified the reasons for the
savage sentence. He admitted that the five offenses cited were con-
sidered minor, But, he added, Habmyak was sentenced, in reality,
for his “attitude.” )

The officer staff knows that Habinyak’s “attitude” is similar
to that of 95 per cent of all the draftees. And that “attitude” is the
essence of their morale.

Morale is not, as the bourgeois officer caste thinks, simply a

question of Prussian discipline, gaod food, fine equipnient and train-

acks M orale

Pearson and Allen, in the article previously quoted, draw this
comparison between the French and the Soviet Russian armies:

“In France, battalions, companies, entire regiments, surrendered
en masse, The world was astounded. The French Army had been
heralded as the best in the world. Its officers had been trained for
years. Its equxpment while not as good as the Nazis’, was the next
best in Europe.’

“Yet the French Army collapsed in 11 short days.

.One year latm an entirely different story comes from
Russm
' “There, a huge, unwxeldy, green army facing the pick of Hit-
ler’s’ mechanized veterans, has retreated, but not surrendered. At
times isolated and hopelessly cut off, Russian troops have con-
tinued fighting—fighting so desperately that' the Germans have
complained that they did not obey the rules of war.

“OBVIOUSLY RUSSIAN TROOPS HAVE BEEN DE-
FENDING SOMETHING WHICH THEY CHERISHED. THEY
HAVE HAD WHAT THE FRENCH LACKED—MORALE.”

The Soviet soldiers are indeed “defending something which
they cherished”—i.e., their natienalized property, their freedom
from capitalist exploitation, their free socialist future, which,
in spite of the Stalin bureaucracy, still remains a living reality
for them. ..

The French so]dlers were defending the COMITF DES
FORGES (the French Steel Trust) and the 200 Ruling Families
of France.

The American officer staff professes to “marvel” at the morale
of the Red Army. It cannot hope to achieve a similar morale in its
own armies. American working-class youth cannot be made eager
to die for America’s Sixty Families.

The draftees may be whipped together ifito some semblance of
a disciplined fighting force by intimiddtion and terrorism. But that
is not the type of army which will stand up under 1ntenswe fire and
against imposing odds.

Only A Workers’ Army Will Have Morale

An army directed and ruled by the capitalists and their officer
caste can never be trusted to fight fascism, whether of the domestic
or foreign variety. But the workers of this country must be prepared
to repel fascism by the only effective means.

Those means are military. They are blind men or knaves who
counsel the workers to pacifism. Those who speak against the
workers obtaining military training and learning the techniques of
modern warfare would have the workers stand meek and defenseléss
against the onrushing world-wide capitalist reaction and fascism.

The only kind of army that can defeat fascism is an army
which the ruling capitalist class cannot achieve, an army with
morale. Morale can exist only in an army which fights for a cause
in ‘which it believes.

The American workers and farmers must have such an army.
Their very lives and liberties depend on it. It must be an army re-
sponsive to the will of the masses, fighting in their mterest%, con-
trolled and dlrected by the masses.

Such an army is possible only under a workers’ and farmers’
government. But even before this government is instituted, the’
workers can take effective measures to safe-guard theit vital inter-

gram, which advocates:

1. Military training of workers financed by the government,
but under the éontrol of the trade unions.

2. Special officers’ training camps, financed by the govern-

ing, or remeatmnal facilities.

ment, but controlled by the trade umons, to tram workers to
. become: officers. - : : ;

ests in the military field. That is the ‘purpose of our military pro--

to Addes, dumping Reuther, and
making some deals as to appoint-
ments- in the aircraft set-up. The
North American fight was hushed
up as a result of this deal.
Such a deal cooked up by the
boys in the Dback room. might

AFL convention, or even in the
Mine Workers or Steel Workers,
but when it reached the red hot
floor of the VAW conhvention its
rottenness was exposed anhd .der-
ided and bitterly resented by the
militant delegution. This type of
tactic 1s typical of the Lewis ma-
chine.

But events are unquestionably
going to propel Lewis toward
more progressive positions as the
struggle for the building of the
CIO progresses, because he is
staking his future not on Roos-
evelt and his” war adventure, but
upon the future and strengthen-
ing of the CIO. This may tend to
force Addes in his turn also to
take a more progressive stand.’

Reuther on the other hand, to
meet the new militancy of the air-

radical and militant elements, un-
der the constitutional amendmenﬁ
passed at -the convention, This is
his only defense against the new
onrush and the auto union may
witness, while it is surging for-
ward organizationally, an attempt
by the top grour fo behead the
militants and isolate them.

Know What They Want -

But the militants from Cleve-
land, Flint and elsewhere, at this
convention showed the greatest
solidarity of ideas in the history
Qf the union, and demonstrated
that they know what they want.
There is no- question that many
of this fighting group will break
in the coming period decistvely
with the war machine, and this
fighting core of men who pushed
Addes’ as it did at the Buffaio
convemion. will push further in
the coming menths, for a prog-
ram to build the union in the face
of any and all opposition. To un-
derstand the auto union, it ig nec-
essary to understand the courage=
ous fighting men who make up
its heart and sinews. They are de-
termined to huild. Those who go
along with them they will accept.
Those who stand in their way they
will brush aside;the veterans of the
sit-downs and scores of labor bat-
tles, are determined that the UA'W
shall march forward, organize air-
craft, solidify their gains, and pre
tect and defend the most power-
ful labor union in:the history of

struggle, these union men who
have learnt so miich in the past

years, who have developed so far,

sure a ﬁghtmv

Amencan labot.

®

have smoothly gone over -in -an:

craft drive, will use his new ma-_
jority if possible to kick out the

the country. In the courge of this .

will grow in, stature and will in- |
lveaders‘hlp for
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“LABOR WITH WHITE
I he CANNOT EMANCIPA
WHFRE LABI({')& WITH

Negl’i‘o Struggle
: By ALBERT PARKER

Is This the Negroes’ War?

No one will dispute the right of the Com-
munist Party to say of the bosses’” war which
‘the United States is about to enter that it is
their war too. In fact, they can say so with the
greatest justice, for they are subordinafing
everything else to support of the imperialist war.

But when they presume to speak for the
Negro people too, and to say for them, “This is
our war,” then they are taking just a little too
much upon themselves and have to be brought
to order—above all, of course, by the masses of
Negxoes themselves,

Last Wednesday in Chicago, William Patter-
son, old time Stalinist Negro leader who has suc-
céssfully weathered a half dozen changes in the
Communist Party line without blinking an eye,
attempted to identify the sentiments of the Ame-
rican Negro people with the views of Stalinism.

According to the Daily Worker, Patterson,
who was spéaking at a rally with William Foster

* to whoop it up for Roosevelt’s war plans, “pointed
out that the Negro people werée behind the war
betause it wds a war dgainst sldvery just as
much as the war of 1861.”

He said, “This is our war. Blick America

will play its part today just as it did in 1776

and again in 1861.”

We do not care at this point to enter into a
diseussion of why Patterson and James Ford say
stuch things today and why they are trying 'éo
round up the Negro people for support of the
war. Everybody who keeps up with them knows
that three months ago they were calling Walter
White and William Pickens and A. Philip Ran-
dolph all kinds of names because they were try-
ing to get the Negroes to support the war, And
that they would still be doing this except that the
Soviet Union was attacked by Hitler, and the
Stalinists, instead of continuing the struggle
against the rulihg class here, are now currying
favor with theém and dropping all opposition to
the cdpitalists and their treatment of Negroes.

Even less room do we have to devote to the
preposterous idéa that the masses of Negroes
are supporters of the war plans of the govern-
ment. Anyone who is not blind or dishonest
admits that of all groups the Negroes are the
least enthusiastic about this war that will be
fought with Jim Crow airplanes and a Jim Crow
armed. force. Only among people like Pickens, a

_ paid stooge of the government, and now the
Stelinists, does one hear the phrase, “This is
our war.”

What we do want to discuss is not whether
the' Negroés now think this is their war—an
idtea “Which they" may ‘acéept in’ the future as a*
1esuft of the' pressure and pro‘paganda of ‘the =
Uncle Téins and Stalinists—but whether they
sheald think so.

What the War Will Mean

What is the war about? Is it a war for democ-
I"acy'f The capitalist governments that claim it
is do not seem very much worried about democ-
racy in their colonies or at home. The politicians
who are beating the war drums the loudest in
this country, the southern poll taxers, have
never been known to seek any democracy for the
Negroes and poor white workers. The British
imperfalists who oppress, shoot and arrest the
colored people in the colonies, are not much in-
terested in democracy in those countries either.

No, it is simply d war for profits, for
¢olonies, for markets to sell goods. Britaih
and the United States have control of thése
markets and coloniés today, while thé Nazis -
want to get them to exploit themselves.

Who will gain from the war? The bosses in
the countries that win will be able to exploit
the masses of the world. They will try to disarm
the other bandits so that they continue this ex-
ploitation for as long as possible. That will be
the kind of “peace” they will give us. One thing

"is sure: under neither imperialist rule will the
colonial people of Africa, India, etc., be given
freedom or security. .

What will the war bring the Negroes? Tem-
porarily it may bring a few jobs that Will be
vacatéd by white workers getting into the ex-
panding war industries. It will bring insult and
segregation and death to large numbers of youhg
Negroes, It will bring incredsed prices and a
lowered standard of living for 95% of the Nég-
roes. And then when the war is over, it will bring
the biggest depression in history, in which as
usual the Negroes will suffer the greatest Hard-
ships. After that there will be only ‘the prospect
of World War IIL

All we neéd do is state the problem as
simply as that,” and the answer is obvious:
the Negro people; least of all, have any
reason to say, “This is our war.”

We are rot claiming that this answer solves
all the problems of the Negroes. It is clear that
it doesn’t. It can tell the Negroées what they
shouldn’t do willingly, - but that isn’t enough
Wars can’t be prevented just because the workers
dor’t want them, because as long as the capi-
talists hold economic and pohtlcal power, they
can force the workers ~inte their wars even
against their will.

But nevertheless the Negro must hold fast'

to his position: this is not his war, it is a war
for the bosses who Jim Crow him. He may be
forced to ﬁght in it, but unwillingly and with
-the understanding that it is not in his interests.
Only if he understands this, can he really fight
in his)own interests by supporting a different
kind .of war.

Next week we will discuss the kind of war
the Negro people should support; as well as the
reference by Patterson to the Negro’s rolé in
the wars of 1776 and 1861.
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‘amous American Labor

The State of Massachusetts versus Sacco s Vanzetti||

rials

August 22

1927
SACCO: ‘

“I know the sentence Wiﬁ be
between two classes, the op-
presséd class and the rith class
and there' will alwiys be col-
lision between oné.and the
other. We fratermze the people
with the books, with the liter-
ature. You persecute the
peobple, tyrannize them and kill
thém. We try the education of
people always. You try to put
a path between us and some
other nationality that hates
each other. That’s
here today on this bench, for
having been of the oppressed
cldss, Well, you are the oppres-
sor!”

why I am.

_ NICOLA SACCO
BARTOLOMEO V ANZETTI
Llectrocuted by the State of Massichusetts on
1027, at midnight

Statements made’ by the prisonets Upon heating the death
' sentence pronounced against them by Judgé Thayer ofi Aptil 9,

VANZETTI:

“If it had not beent for these
thing, I might havé live out My
life talking at sfreet corners
to scorning mén: I mighf Rave
die, uiihiénoréd, unmknown, 4
failite. Now wé dfe not 4 fail
uré. Thig i§ our édréer did our
triumph: Never it our fyll Tifé
could wé hopé to do such Work
fof tolerarrée for justits, fof
man’s tinderstanding of mdn as
now we do by accidént. Oiir
words—our lives—our pains—
notking!
lives—liveés of a good shoe-
maker and 4 poor fish ped&léf

—all! That last moment belotigy
to us—that agony i§ ouf

triumiph!”

BACKGROUND OF THE CASE:
At the end of World War

A E F, a crisis hit. American eco-
tion led first to panic and the‘nf

crush the rebellious spirit of the
masses, the federal government

[ launched a vicious assault upon

trade unions and radical organiza-

tions and especially against those

foreign-born workers who had mil-
itant influence among the unskil-
led in the basic indusiries of the
country. Headquarters were wreck-
up,  homes
raided, workers mercilessly beaten
and subjected to - “third-degree”
tortures. This brutal period is
known in labor history as the time
of the Palmer raids, named for
the then Attorney-General of the
United States. '

Among the victims of this at-

Salgedt, whose body

May 3, 1920,

York pavement o

ing by the police. . The er1rne

1,
[upon the demobilization -of the|
Lola Saceco and Bartolomeo Van—

nomy. Unemployment and starva-|zetti, prepared to conduct an in- ‘

to unrest among the workers. To|

tack was an Italian immigrant,}
Andrea
hurfled fourteen stories to a Néw |

after a “third degree” question-

s

| aroused Ttaliar workers in every

city. In the nelghhorhood of Bos-
ton, two friends of‘ Salsedo s, Nic-

vestigation into Sa’lse‘do's vielent
death and to Urgé their comradés
to proiect themselves against sim-

L ilar outrages.

"BASIS OF THE FRAMEUP:

On Décembér 24, 1919, at Br tdge-
water, Magsachusetts, & pdyroll
holdup was attempted by & gang
of bandits driving 4 BuieK ear.

on April 15, 1920, at South

Baintree, Massachusefis, a success-

ful payroll robbsry résulted in the
fatal shooting of Frederick A. Par-
menter, paymaster, and Alexander
Berardelli, guard, fot thé Sldter
and Morrill-shoe plant. This hold-

up was also conducted by a gang|
y @ sang from Vanzetti hiiles from Bndvé

using a car for their get-away.
THE ARREST:
On May 5, 1920, Saceo and Van-

| Zetti were arrested as they rode

on a streetcar in Blockton, Mas-
sachusetts, on then ;;ivay to the

homes of soth@sof ﬂf\%lt‘ ‘Ttalian
comrades to org amze a meetmg

The tiking of oaF

{giiflt,” and the “foreign” appear-

tion of Ifalian workers. He was
‘an av1d student of revolutlonary

'THE TRIALS:

'Was disregdrded: Fhe cotlitt was

: clear

-By Lydia Beidel—

of protest agamst the terror which
had resulted i Salsedo’s death
Bich of thém ca"\led a gun, a
practicé which fhe nafuré of their
work  had demanded for manv
| yéars. Their fitst reaction to the
erude - giieStioning of the detec-
tives was {0 prafect the fdéntity

thé drrangemenis of the meetmg.
Bélieviiig thit they weré beinlg ait
1ested for a polltlcal érimfe, they
1i¢d about their destination ahd
purboses. When théess statémenits
were proven falsé, the behavior of |
the mién was énteted  int6 the |
cotift "ds “Coli§eioudness of gt
and. their - explafiations efitirety
digregarded.

| They. admitted having tried to
borfow a friend’s Buick car, whlch
happened to resemble the one
uséd in the South Baintree crime.
THis car, the- “conscxousness of

ance and behanor . of the men,
donstituted thie bulk of the case
against them. )

THE VICTIMS:

Nicoia Sacco was a skilled shoé-

“Bartoloneo Vanzett1 was & ﬂsh
peddler seriously devoted to- the
Fddical educatlon and orgamza-

Vanzétti was righed to trial for
cothplicity robbery .- at
Bridgewater. He was bewildered
at the c¢ondiuet of thé trial. and

in ‘the

attor ney to testva ifi his owh de-

fense. Witnegsds offeréd perJured_
testimony foi thd prOSecutlon, the %
éd then
Vanzeiti Defenss Committe, com: |2
"'Hoged  of indignant liberdls with |

testinflony . of wing wilnssdes Who
testlﬁed to having boughc eels

water on thé ddy kof the crime

viciously afitirédical and - amti
dlien; eofivietion With 'a fitteeti-
yéar jail senitéfice resiftted.

Ldter developx&nts .made . if

o]

Of those associatéd with them i

-gptiere.

varker, active in union orgamza-‘
;tion among -his fellow- -workers.

thé working class

viction on- &}

der to éstablish a “criminal rec-

ord” fof the fiore impoftant of

the two prisoniers whei the Brain-
trée case came o frial.

T Indictmeénts against the two pris.
oners in the payroll murders at
South Braintres were biought on
September 14, 19%0. From May 31
Lto July 14, 1921, thé farce of this
ndtdrious trial went on  before
Judge Webster Thayer at Dedham.
| Massachusetts. .

* Visitors to-the courtroom were
idéarched. Bomp  Scares  weré
 thfdwn  out. “Witnesses” for the
p‘l‘osfeeutxon poured out fantastic
anﬂ obviously pérjtired festimony;
witniesséd for thé defense ~were
tbfrbrmed dnd fired from  (Heir
jobs' aftér téstifying. Snobbery dne

‘Hatred of the foréign-born and the
“agitator” thicketled the atmo |

The prejudice of Judge

Thayer dppalled even his reaction

g ary associates

After five Tours’ deliberation of
tHé. moutitainous record of testi:

oy, cross-questionjnig  ahd de

Bate, the jury returned a verdict
of gullty and sentenced the twg
‘en to death in the electric chair.
THE SEVEN-YEAR DEFENSE:

The more-alert organizations of
militant
trade unions and radical political
parties — sensed at once that this

;case was something beyond the
| simple frammg of

two Italian
workers;  that it was an act of
ter,rol“on the part of the bour”

geois state against thé working
 class.

The liberal American bourgeoisic

| Was horrified dt the cras§ mitscon
was foolishly not permitied by his]
(thE deferigé’ of {wo whfortdiidté

ddet of the case. It organized for
Itdlians.

Two defense conmittees latindhs
campaigns: the Sacco-

Etlgéne Lyons as sécrétary; and

the Interndtional Labor Defense,

With' James P. Cannon as secre-
fal‘y.

Thie Defense Committee oriented
itself ‘on tlme Pty reeqrd st pub-
cizéd the ﬁag ant errors and

lessex charge w‘lst'atsec_,ured in or-

evidéncés of pxe]udwes .

on the|

thém put s in prison.

forees, “fantastiéally” small;

no connection with.

Paragraph 12 reads:
<12,
Would;, and they di&;, aéeept

(Contmueﬂ from page 3)
government, Roédsevelt woulda’t be indicting us, he would Have
been disposed of a long time ago. If we were strong enough to
threaten the Democrats or Repubhcans or the fascists, they would
not be indicting 29 people. Thmgs would be at a far more serious
pass, and the social crisis and the rise of fasc1sm would have
developed {6 4 pb6int where {hHe trahsxtmy ﬁgure of Roosevelt
would have béén éxplunged froni the political scene, The Social
demiocratic philistities pletend noét to know that revolutionists
who are persectitéd and put in prison are always minority groups,
as a rule sthall mihorities. Whén we get big enough; we won’t let

The prosecition is no joke for us. The Haymarket martyrs
represented a gioup no bigger thdn we. Sacco and Vanzetti rep-
resented a very small group. The IWW i in 1917 was by no means
a powerful million-sti ong movement Neither were the ploneer
Communists in 1919:20. A1l ths cdsés in American history of per-
seéution, of workers béing arrésted and thrown into jail and
penitetitiaries for long terms have always been cases mvolvmg
smdll groups; fromi the point of view of the 1e1at10nsh1p of

Thé FBI is not jokihg in 6lir case. vThey know - very well
thit we were not “cofspiring” to overthrow the government.
That is the frame-up pért 6f thé indictment. And frame:up
is an insepidrable part of Améfiedn bourgeois justice: Why,
do you remeém iber; it i§ just fiftééh years ago tonight that
Sacto afd Vafizétti, two very good and lionést friehds of the
working class, forféited thHéir lives {0 Amiéfican justice?
Fifteen years ago tonight théy Wweére puf to déath ifi Massa-
chusetts on an absolutely filse conviction for crimes they had

The most outstanding cases of persecution of labor people.
and unpopular 866t8 in América have always been frame-ups.
The réal crfime ifi our ease is qulﬁe élear. It is only the sceptics,
the wiséacrés on the fringes of thé movement, the apologists for
the Rogsevelt administiation—only stich people profess ignorance
as t6 What it is all about, Thé prosecutors know what our real
crime is. They hat¥é absent-mindedly put it in the indictment in
one place; to remove any doubt.
of the indictiment gives the real érime of the SWP and the leaders
of Local 544. If you havén’t Fead it, T advise you to read the whole
indictient in the August issié of the “Fourth International.”

| THE PRINCIPLES OF LENIN AND TROTSKY

P‘éf‘a“g"raph‘ 12 of the first eount

The said deféndants ahd their co-conspirators

ag¢ the ideal formula for the

carrying out of théir said objettives the Russian Revolution
of 1917, whereby the thén éxisting Government of Rassia was
overthrown by force and violénee, 4nd the principles, teach-
ings, writifies, counsel and 2dviéé of the leaders of that revo-
lution, chiéfly of V. I. Leéhifi and Leon Trotsky, would be;
and they weré, looked to, réelied on, followed and held out to
others ds cafteéchisms and téxtbobks directing the mantier and
medns by -Wwhich thé dfofésdid aiin of the defendants could,
and would be; accomplished; and atcordmgly, certain of the
defendants would, and they did; gé from the Clty of Min-
neapolis, State and District of anesota, and from other
cities in -the United Stateés. to Mexico City, Mex:co, there to
advise with and to.receivé the adviée; counsel, guldance, and
directions of the said Léon Trotsky.”
. Count 12-—that. #s' right: That point is no frameup. That is.
no false actusation: That is what thdy really:accuse us of, and
that is what we are really guilty of! And we are proud of it,

and We dre. gomg to continué to be guﬂty of that eriine 4s long as
we hve whether we are in- jail or out of jailt

“The Russian Revolution of

1917 and the advice and direc-

tions of Lenin and Trotsky'—yes, that .is What we stand for.
And that is the only way of salvation for America! We know we
are rlght and we know that nobody can stop us. No Roosévelt
and no Biddle and theu" whole hypoéritical treachercus gang can
stop the maréh of history that is represénted by the Fourth In.
ternational. This rotten bourgeois democracy, trying to crush our

movement in-this. prosecution; will deal itself som

¢ Blows from.

whlch it “will never recover: It will bé exposed iH thé eyés of tens
of thousands of workers as a rotten; hypocritical frand.
A year dfter Trotsky’s death we rémiéimber K& Wwords .
dnd we remain faithful to his teachiitgs, inspired by his mem-
ory. We will have our say at the trial to Messrs. Roosevelt

and Biddle and thelr wir parfy

We will go int6 the tourt and

dnd answer to thelr indictmeénts riot as defénddnits but af
dccusers, accusers of them and of the system that they rep-
resent. We will put them ot trial and acédse thedlt of Eonépir-

dcy agamst mankind by ttymg to pldnigé {he

people into

dnbther war, a war whlch will devoﬁr people by million§ and
destroy a Iarge part of the cultural heritage of civilized
people accumulated through So. many . cénturiés.

We shali go inte thé couft confident becausé we Trofskyists
have 116 doubt 6f otir historic mission. W& Have no doubt of the'
destifly o6f the clags we- féi)réseh‘t t6 be victorious. And we know
we are the only party that can réprésent this class.

THE ALTERNATIVE: SOCIALISM OR FASCISM

Comrade Trotsky anse!f kad 4 vast contempt for all other
pohtlcal organizdations wheéther boui'gems or petty-bourgeois or
so-balled workers parties. In 6ut last meéting with hini a lttle
More than a year ago we took occdsion to discuss thése questions
with him—Hh6w% ih spite 6f all théir adaptahon and compro'mlses,
the reformist dnd centrist parties éouldn’t make any headway
in this country. How the s1ﬁgle party that showed contmuous,
éven if modest; growth and stdbllify, and retained its seIf -con-
fidenice; is our party—the party of Trotskyxsﬁl Hé ¢did thése

other parties aré comipletely ho
ground that is crm‘hblmg‘ away

béless because they 41l statd on
béneath their fést—tHe ground

of botrgeois démoctaey: Théy d§ not stand on_the rock ¢f princ-
iplé which -alone could assure théir future. They suffér by symi-
pathetic action from all the diseases of bourgeois démocracy and
must perish with it. One blow of war can disperse their partiés.

The *tedl altérnatives in Auiérica are Roosévelt’s party—
or we. That is what Comrdde Trotsky said to our delegation

d year dgo: Ahd thén He corrécted himself and said, that is
riot exactly précise. Because Roosévélt’s party is a trans1tory
thirig which Wwill bé gtound to Bits as the social erigis devel-
ops: Thé réal gltérnativé i Afiérica, the reaf show-down, will
Beé betwéeri the AMerican fdseists and the Amériéan Fourfh

Intérnationalists,

W& beliévé that, and we aré sure of our right to victory.
Historiedl progreés ig nbt fiished, but ofl the conitrary is only
begmnmg Cbﬁfrade Trotsky tatdht U8 to bélieve that. Hé taught
us t6 béliéve in math, 4nd Ris cofitminist futuré, THe membry of
Trotsky; of 411 that hé wad and 41 that hé left to us; the mad;
the teacher, thé ¢omirddeé; thé meméry of Trotsky which we and
those who come after us will keep foréver green; is our strongest
support, our greatest herxtage Holdmg on to that herltage, wé
ourselves are strong and invincible, We can face any persecu-
tion, Wé can fice any foe, Wwith éonfidenice that the future belo'ngs

to us. The futtire belongs to the
the name of Trétsky written on

b tfrth Intérnational which has
its bénner!

Wwith the defendants,

[of the proletariat.
power and determination to fight |

part of judge, specialists, and
Witnegses. It sought to force a re-
versal by legalisti¢ maneuverings
and indignant speeches.

Thé - International Labor De-
fense, on thé othér hand, played
every legalistic angle to its limii
and went further. It handled the
case as an encounter in the class
war: the capitalist state vs. the
working class.

_The Defens2 Committee
piled a long list of impressive
| names of intelligent, highly res-
pécted people of means and social
stdtion who considered the con-
viction 4 miscarriage of American
justice. They fired the attorney
for the mén -— a fighting west-
'erner conhected with a number of
LW.W. cases. To them his prés-
| ence in court was an affront to
the culture and d)gnlty of Judge
Thayu He was 1ep1aced by a man
whose bultural backglound did not
‘clagh With the judge’s.

~ The LL.D. fought with revolu-
tionary vigor. Qtleet demonstra-

com-

every American industrial center
but in every city were there was
an organized proletariat. Moscow,
Londou Berlm, Paris, Vienna,
Canton, Shanghai, Rio de Janeiro,

| Sydney — 41l of these and more

shook with dethoustrations against
American class justice. In Paris,

the proletariat threatened to take

the American consulate building
apart brick by brick. The nanies
of Satco and Varnzetti became the
toesint of an aroused working class
fighting the bourgeois state.

For géven yedrs the fight raged.
Motions for a new trial were de-
med, hlgher courts of the State
of Maissachueits upheld their
Judge Thdyér: Governot Alvan T.
Fuller reviewed the case and stood
behind his class brother, denying
a pardon. The liberals on the
U. S. Supreme Court bench, ex-
pressing a cowardly sympathy
refused to
stick their necks out and move
to review the case.

'THE COUNTER-GAMPAIGN

OF THE B&URGEOISIE # e
The rulmg class was frightened
It rvesorted as always to terror
and further frameup. Black-jacks
dnd night sticks, even tear-gas

 ({hen relatively untested in civil-
ian disorders) were given a good

work-6ut on the demonstrators.
Mysterious, unexploded bombs
Were ‘“‘discovered” under circum-
stances ihat cast a shadow on mil-
itant workers. “Anarchists” and
“bolsheviks” were uncovered in
every alley. Sidcco and Vanzetii
were almost forgotten and the as-
gdult of the®state went directly

organized working cldss.

Almost two years before the ex-
écution, a fellow prisoner, Celes-
tino . Madeiro, confessed to Van-
zetti and the police that he had
been involved in the South Brain-
trée murders. He sworée that
neither ‘Sacco nor Vanzetti was
implicated and although he . de-
clined {6 hame any of ‘the parti-

| cipafits, thé bolice were able to

identify them as members of a

 certain Morelli gang which oper-

ated, in the neighborhood of Bos-
ton. Despite this spectacular turn
in the cdse, a new trial was de-
nied and Madeiros died in the
electric chair with Sacco and Van-
zetti.
THE EXECUTION:

Twice, the fury of an arous-
ed working clas$ forced the State
of Masgachusetts to grant a re-

pnieve, once to the week of August

10 and again to August 22, 1927.

A wild hope surged in the breast
Its sense of
grév"vT For a while it forgot that
the bourgeois state was still on

top and bélieved that the two sym-

bols of working class strength

and revérige might be released.

The  world-wide demonstrations

Jtor the two men weré elimdxed in
a magnificent wave on the night |

of August 22. Téfis of thousands
Lof demonstrators milled through
the streets of the ¢itadels of capi-
 talism, waiting for midnight. The
police were apprehensive, At 122 19

‘| the news flashed that Sacco was

dead. Five niinutes of stunned
silénee gripped. the masses of wait-
[ing workers until word ¢ame that
| Vanzetti foo Had beer birned to
(dedth by the class enemy.
' §il6énce brokeé in a forrent of ragé
(and a bitter . resdlve  that the
hahies of the two great martyrs
of labor must be inscribed on the
red banners under which the
 working ¢lass marches to its final
[ victory.

tiohs were organized not only in}

where it was intenided — to thel

The

'Mepkins Covers
Stalin and the
Moscow Trlals

=By JACK WEBER

Hopkins Investigates Russia

The significant meeting between Roosevelt and
Churchill was preceded by the sudden. trip of
Harry Hopkins, Roo‘se\"elt'slpresent alter ego, to
Moscow. Hopkins stayed in Russ.ia just long
enough to have one of those intimate chats with
Stalin—and then returned completely enlightene‘d
concerning the whole situation in Soviet Russie.

Since the wording of the three points in his
report to Roosevelt, as given in the press, has
not been in any way denied, and especially since
it fits in so well with the needs of the “Allies,”
we can accept the widespread accounts as fairly
accurate, #

First of all Hopkins reported that the Red
Army was still intact as a fighting force. The
High Command of the Russian army was still
functioning well, and this command was in un:
interrupted communication with the Soviet gov-
ernment in Moscow. That is all to the good, of
course. This item in the repovt was intended“"_to
reassure those reactionaries who were using the
argument that any aid given to Stalin would not
only be useless, but actually harmful since what
was sent might soon fall into the hands of the vie~
torious Hitler.

Even the more recent retreats of the Red Army,
partlieularly from the Ukraine, and the threat to
Leningrad, are 1ot looked upon as menacing the
continuance of Russian resistance to Hitler. The
geizure of the Ukraine by the German army and
the possible fall of the great industrial district
dbout and in Leningrad, will be very grave blows
at the Red Army and 4t Soviet Russia, but they
will not be immediately fatal. It seems quité
certain by now that the war in Russia will con~
tinue during the coming winter.

The' second point in the Hopkins report is
also all to the good. It is cerfainly clear that
Hitler had banked on two false premises. First
of all, he had underestimated the strength of the’
Red Army and its power of resistance. In thig '
he was not alone. T'he enemies of Russid hoped
that the purges of the commanding staffs of the
Red Army carried out by Stalin solely as a pres
ventive measure to maintain himself in power,
had so undermined the Red Army and so_be-
headed it that it would prove an easy victim for:
the fascists.

But Hitler had not only miscalculated con-
cerning the strength of the Red Army. He had.-
also miscaléulated concerning the strength of the
reactionary forces in the S-{)viet Union waiting *
for the chance to strike a blow at the USSR.
Hitler had banked on the possibility of a counter-:
revolution directed dgainst Stalin for the restora-:
tion of capitalism. Hopkins therefore brings the
réassut hat .no such Fifth Column movement. :

‘mﬁterla&ﬁgand that the whole Soviet Union is

united in the courageous struggle agamst the -
fascist foe.
Hopkins and the Purges

Had Hopkin§ stopped there, we might not have
taken the trouble to comment on what is obv‘ious.w
But the second point is tied up with a third,
The third one is an attempt to “explain” the
others., It is also an attempt to lend political
aid to Stalin — for a return in kind!  What
brought about the “unity” of the Soviet Union .
in the desperate struggle against the fascists?
Hopkins tells us that it was Stalin’s remarkable
foresight in ridding himself of all “dissident"f
and oppositional elements in the period before
Hitler’s march into Russia. i

In this fashion Hopkins tries to uphold Stalin’s
hand in regard to all the purges and all the in-’
famous Moscow trials. The Sfalinists brazéenly
agserted after every purge that Stalin had”
strengthened the Soviet Union, not weakened it,"
They resorted to the fakery of amalgams, class-
ing togethér the revolutionists with the counter-

“revolutionists. All opposition to the murderous'

Stalin was made to appear as opposition to the g
Soviet Union. :
Hopkins wants us at this late. date to acceﬁt
this lohg-exposed Stalinist version. He wants us™
to believe that the present unity of the Soviet
workers gnd peasants against Hitler, is the sarr‘,ie""{
thing as complete support of Stalin, past f':ind""
present. Nothmg could be more false ]
The Soviet masses understand very well that »
the hordes of Hitler are the worst and most dan-"
gerous enemy to the Soviet Union. Their fight
is now directed against this fascist imperialist™
that threatens to deprive them of the last, ‘most'
fundamental conquests of the October Revolution ;
—the nationalized property and the monopoly of
foreign tradé. For the time being, until this .
fight against the main enemy is settled, or is nedr,
completion, the masses’ continue to tolerate Stal- '
inism. o

Hopkins Hates October Too .
Evidently Stalin does not believe hig own Iies™
about the nature of the unified struggle a ainst:,
Hitler. For he is preparing betimes, while the at-.
tention of the workers is completely taken 'up by
the life-and-death struggle against Hifler, to take
all measures dgainst any later atteinpts at his own.
removal. That is shown b the cstabhshlng of the-
war dictatorship and the renewed attempt to set .
up GPU control of the armed forces. ks
Why did Hopkins give Salin this political sup-f
port? Because he and Stalin have a common:
enemy—the October Revolution, the revolution of_{"
the working class. Rodsevelt-Churchill have made
it clear that they intend gxacting from Stalin thev
promise (as thotgh.that were in his power!) that»
he will not attempt to foster any westérn Euro‘ ¢
pean revolution during or after the present war..
Clearly also the “Allies” féar any poss1brhty of
the resurgéncé of:thé révolution in Soviet Russia
itself. = They know very well that they can'. rely
on Stalin to do everything posdsible to preventﬂ
this. Thus Roosevel: and Stalin are showmg a,;
united purpose to aim blows not only against:
Hitler but agairst the revolutionary Workers::
Stalin has already given evidence that he wﬂl~
continue his “purges” of revolutionists even . dur~, !
ing the present war. ~In this he will have the full

support of the “Alli es. o
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To‘ defend the U§SR as the main

fortress of the world proletariat,
aéainst all assaults of world imperial-
ism and of internal counter-revolution,
is the mo’st important duty of every

class conscious worker.

| \——~LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
. unions, to train workers to become
‘officers.
Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.
Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.
A peoples’ referendum on any and all
wars.
Confiscation of all war proﬁts. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
’operatlon under workers’ control.
For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.
Workels Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.
An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.
A Workers’ and Farmers

ment.
—

7.
8.
9.

Govern-

Revolutionary Policy
Can Bring Victory

(Continued . from page 1)

-~ to move forward and regain all that has been taken
from it by the Stalinist reaction.
V The program for victory presented by our party
" can be realized in life through the action of the
Soviet masses themselves. We urge the uncondi-
"tional defense of the Soviet Union against imper-
alist attack as the elementary duty of the working
- class. The stubborn resistance of the Red Army and
'the mass rising of the urban proletariat demon-
“strate how. both recognize the’ necessxty for defend-
“ing to the last ditch the remaining achievements of
“their revolution. The Russian workers exhibit no
~signs of .defeatism. Such renegacy belongs to the
 petty-bourgeois radicals in the capitalst countries.
The independent revolutlonary proletariat

-is moving to the forefront in the Soviet
“Union on the wave of a resurgent revo-
“lutionary tide. This class movement imparts a new
-dynamic force to the defense of the workers’ state.
“This can be the beginning of the renewal of the
‘Russian Revolution.

The defeats to date are by no mears dec1swe
“Victory can be won by the Soviet workers with the
-following program:

1. Release all pro-Sov1et prisoners in Stahn s
Jalls and concentration camps, and restore thém
‘to their rightful place in the armed forces.

" 2. Restore the democratic institutions of the
working class, including the Soviets and trade-
‘unions, and give full political freedom to all pro-
Soviet parties.
. 3. Return to the international proletarian revo-
lutlonary course of Lenin and Trotsky.
4. Unfurl the banner of struggle for a Socialist
United States of Europe.
-5. Down with Stalin’s ruinous policies!
. faith in imperialist alliances! Rely upon the in-
dependent power, revolutionary policy and demo-
cratic institutions of the Soviet workers and the
Red Army. In alliance with the international
working class they can save Leningrad, hurl back
the fascists, drive oWt the ‘Stalinist bureaucracy
and sweep capitalism off the face of the earth.

Who Profits AtKearny?

It was shrewd politics on the part of Réosevelt

to brder the “seizure” of the Federal Shipbuilding
and. Dry Dock Company plant at Kearny, N. J.
He is now in a position to claim that he is abso-

lutely impartial. He selzed the North American

. Aviation Company'’s plant in California and broke
~ the strike by the use of troops and now he com-

No~

1

mandeers the plant .at Kearny and might even
give 'the "workers what they are striking for
although that is highly questionable.

In the ‘California case the blame for the seizure
was ‘laid upon- the strikers. In Kearny the blame
is laid upon the Company. Many workers, we fear,
will be fooled. by this show of impartiality.

But let’ us remember that in California the

8 strikers did not want the use of troops—they were .
bitterly opposed to it. In Kearny the President

of the Company asked the government to take
over the plant. In the one case the President broke
a strike and in the other the President relieved
the employers of an embarrassing "position.

What does the company lose by the govern-
ment’s action in taking over the plant? [t loses
none of its profits. All of the top managers will
be retained. Actually it avodids giving in to the
union at a time when the union is at its strongest.
After the emergency is over, the company will get
its plant back and then it will be in a better posx-
tion to fight the union.

Obviously the employers are not happy about
the “seizure.” They would prefer to have Roose-
velt break the strike as he did in Inglewood, Cali-
fornia. But Roosevelt, in this respect, is much
more clever than the employers in whose interests
he governs. By his act in.taking over the plant in

.New Jersey he has pldced himself in a better posi-
" tion to crack down on strikers in the future. -

The workers' should not be fooled by Roose-
velt’s action. They should not be satisfied with a
seizure which, in actuality, puts the government
into the plant as an agent of the employer to run
the plant in the interest of the employer. They

should demand that the government expropriate

the plant and that it be operated under the control
of the workers.

Yes, Churchill, You

Are Presumptuous

If Churchill or Roosevelt or Hitler would only
confine themselves, in their speeches, to criticizing
the words and deeds of their opponents they would
then come near to speaking nothing but the truth.

When Hitler unmasks the hypocrisies of
Churchill and Roosevelt there is very little that is
false in his speech. When Churchill and Roosevelt
show what a liar and cheat Hitler is they utter
words of wisdom and truth.

It is when the leaders of these imperialist coun-
“tries speak of their own aims and purposes that
they stray far from the truth. A world of hard
facts rises to refute them.

In his speech on Sunday, August 24, Churchlll
referring to his conference with Roosevelt on the
Atlantic Ocean, asks rhetorically: “Would it be
presumptuous for me to say that it symbolizes
something even more majestic, namely, the mar-
shalling of the good forces of the world against the
evil forces, etc...” Our answer is: Of course it is
presumptuous. And not only presumptuous but a
lie, nothing but a lie. '

What “good forces” does British imperialism

represent? The forces that keep millions of Indians
and Africans in subjection are (to use the words of
Churchill) just as wicked and eV1l as the forces
represented by Hitler.

When Churchill pictures the English-speaking

" nations as undertaking “without any clog of self-

ish interest to lead the broad toiling masses in all
continents . . . back to the broad high road of free-
dom and justice” the hypocrisy of it leaves us
breathless. The leader of an imperialist nation
that has enslaved the masses is not the one to lead
them out of slavery.

Stick to criticizing Hitler, Mr, Churchill, and
nothing more. You will then be somewhat close to
the truth. As for your ewn purposes, conceal them
and say nothing about them. They cannot stand
the light of day.

Biddle Is Rewarded

Francis H. Biddle has received his reward for
being faithful to Roosevelt. He has been nominated
as Attorney-General by the President.

The latest act of Biddle by which he showed
his willingness to carry out orders was to arrange
for the prosecution of members of the Socialist
Workers Party and leaders of the CIO truck driv-
ers’ local in Minneapolis. Roosevelt at the request
of Tobin had given the word to Biddle and the
latter responded immediately.

The Attorney-Generalship has been vacant for
over a month and a half since Robert H. Jackson
was elevated to the Supreme Court. Biddle, as
Solicitor-General and Acting Attorney-General,
was among the foremost aspirants for the post. A
fierce fight was being waged however behind the
scenes in administration circles and in the Depart-
ment of Justice against Biddle’s nomination. This
fight was led by ]J. Edgar Hoover, head of the
F.B.I. The main objection to Biddle was that he
had been too long associated with liberal ideas
and would be too lenient in the tasks of repression
the Départment of Justice must undertake against
the labor movement.

His willingness to obey the order of Roosevelt
tc prosecute the Socialist Workers Party and Local
544-CIO enabled Biddle to scotch these objec-
tions, and to prove that he could be as servile a
tool of repressmn as any other man.

In the gossip column of the New Leader the
assertion was made that Biddle had lessened his
chances of becoming Attorney-General because of
the indictment of the Trotskyists. As if the re-
sponsibility for the indictment belongs to Bldd]C
“and not to his boss Roosevelt! .
~For the benefit of those who are:unaware of
the fact, it must be told that Biddle was considered
quite a liberal. But that only proves that when a
piece of reactionary work needs to bé done, it is
always best to get a “liberal” to do it. ;

How The Bolshewks
Defended Petrograd

Twenty-two “years ago, in

perialist brigands. One of the chi
financed and supplied Yudenich’

and Finnish bourgeoisie were m

none other than Churchill, who recognized in August, 1919 the
“Northwest Government” of the Czarist General Yudenich; who

aid of the British fleet. Churchill and Co. also planned to provide
Yudenich with the support of Estonia and Finland. The Estonian

was disrupted by Yudenich’s stubborn refusal to recognize the

October*

ef inspirers of this assault was

s army and promised him the

ore than willing but this plan

Yudenich’s oftenswe — timed to
coincide with Denikin’s drive on
Moscow from the South — began
on October 11, 1919. with the oc-
cupation of Yamburg. The Soviet
armies retl‘reated in disorder, with-
out almost a show of resistance,
abandoning arms and supplies.
The situation seemed so hopeless
that even Lenin favored the eva-
cuation of Petrograd. It was Trot-
sky who .insisted on a last-ditch
defense of this key city of the
revolution- and northern gateway
to Moscow. On the night of Oc-
tober 15 — when Yudenich had al-
ready reached the very outskirts
of Petrograd —- Trotsky’s resolu-
tion to defend Petrograd was
adopted at the session of the Polit-
bureau, attended by Lenin, Trot-
sky, Stalin, Kamenev, Krestinsky.
Kalinin, and Serebryakov. Stalin
has left only Kalinin among the
living.

Trotsky’s defense of Petrograd
was organized not by decree from
the top — as Stalin is now doing
— but through the mass organiza- !
tions of the Soviet proletariat and
peasantry. The Moscow and Pe-
trograd Soviets were immediately
convened. (On QOctober 19, when
the situation was gravest, Trotsky
made a.report to the Petrograd
Soviet of Workers’ and Peasants’
Deputies.) It was through the
party and the trade unions—as
Trotskys resolution spemﬁed —
that a 1eg1st14t10n was immedi-
ately carried out “listing every

institutions and the trades unions,
with a view to using them for
military service.” Today these
masgs organizations 1o longer ex-
ist. They are not e¥en mentioned

independence of Esthonia and®-—
| Finland.

member of the party,.of the Soviet |.

in Moscow’s dispatches.

On October 17, Trotsky arrived
in Petrograd. Detachments of
tested Communists and battalions
of workers marched to the front.
The commanding staff responsible
for the retreat was replaced. The
people and the whole world were
told the truth.

On October 18, Trotsky issued
an order “not to send in false re-
ports of hard fights when the ac-
tual truth was bitter panic. Lies
will be punished as treason. Mili-
tary work adwmits errors but not
lies, deception and self-deception.
It is possible to correct mistakes
but the lie which spreads upwards
from below can produce onZy lies
which seep downward from the
tops.” - Stalin’s regime rests on
such lies.

The masses of Petrograd
ponded to the revolutionary sum-
mons for'struggle. In his auto-
biography Trotsky recalls:

“Detachments of men and
women with {renching-tools on
their shoulders filed out of the
mills and factories. The workers
of Petrograd looked badly then;
their faces were gray from under-
mnourishment, their clothes were in
tatters; their shoes, sometimes
not even mates, were gaping with
holes.

“‘We will not give up Petro-
grad, comrades!

“‘Nol” The eyes of the
women: burned with especial
fervor:...‘No, we won’t give it
up,” the high-pitched. voices of
the women cried in answer and
they grasped their spades like
rifles. Many of them actually
_armed. themselves with rifles,

In 1919 The Soviet Workers Defeated The Attacks Of Yudenich
By Following The Revolutionary Policies Of Lenin And Trotsky

1919, Petrograd—re-®
named Leningrad in 1924—was threatened by an army of im-

res-.

machine guns.” The spirit of

1919 is still alive among the
workers, wdmen and chiidaren of
Leningrad.

In 1919, as today, the city was

turned into a fortress. Petrograd
was divided inte sections under
the command of specially appoint-
ed staffs. The vital points were
surrounded by barbed wires; posi-
tions for artillery emplacements
were chosen and prepared; all
canals and squares, each fence,
each yard, each house, was turned
into a stronghold; barricades were
erected in streets and avenues;
trenches were dug in the suburbs
and along the Neva.
But unlike today, when Stalin
speaks of “Holy Russia,” in 1919
the revolution raised high its un-
conquerable class banner., On Oc-
tober 20 Trotsky issued the fol-
lowing order:

“Red Army Soldiers! Com-’
manders! Commissars! Tomor-
row will decidé the fate of Pet-
rograd ... Remember that the
great honor of defending the
city where the workers’ and
peasants’ revolution was born
has fallen to your lot.

Forward! .

We are taking the offensive!

Death to the hirelings of im-
perxahsm'

Long live Red Petrograd i

. It is this banner of the inter-
national revolution that still in-
spires the heroic defenders of
Leningrad today. } ‘

Yudenich never reached Petro-
grad. On October 22, 1919, one
week after Trotsky’s resolution
was adopted by the Politbureau,
the Red Army and the workers
of Petrograd occupied Pavlovsk
and Detskoye Selo, and the rout
of Yudenich’s army followed
shortly.

The defenders of Leningred

|must not be deéprived today ‘of

their greatest weapon against im-
perialism attack — the banner of
Petrograd in 1919, the banner of
Lenin and Trotsky, the banner of

or took ‘their places at' the

the Socialist Revolution,

forces of occupatlon and their
territory.

standing and cooperation,”

French worker militancy have
forced an end to all pretense.

Gen, von Schaumburg, Nazi war
lord of Paris, announced last week
that all French prisoners would
henceforth be considered ‘“host-
ages” and would be shot in num-
bers corresponding to the gravity
of any future acts of sabotage
committed by “Communists.”

11,000 “communist Jews” were
arrested in Paris alone, a week
ago Monday, Tuesday and Wed-
nesday.

Petain followed suit by creat-
ing special military courts em-
powered ‘to impose death sent-
ences upon “terrorists, saboteurs,
and coramunists.”

Pierre Puncheu,  Petain’s Min-
ister of Interior, liberated from
prison thousands of syndicalists
and pacifists who were considered
anticcommunist. This move was
officially explained as an attempt
to “counteract communist activ-
ity among the railroad workers.”

This move by Puncheu is per-

demonstrates Petain’s complete in-
ability to regiment and s#ippress
the workers. He has been unable
to crack their ‘solidarity from
the top, and so he ‘attempts to do
it from the bottom. There is no
likelihood that this ‘maneuver will
succeed any better than the re-
pressions from above. The ‘“anti-
communists, pacifists,” efc., even
if they agree to sérve as Petain’s
agent-provocateurs, will work
among the hostile and - aroused
masses. This move can only serve
to enrage them further..

FRENCH CAPITALISTS
AID GERMAN RAPE

France has' been ra,j)ed and
plundered for 16 long —months.

After 16 months of vam pleas to the people for

haps the most revealing of all. It |

French satellites in unoccupied

“under-

neither the Nazis nor Petain any

longer attempt to maintain the fiction that thelr rule finds mass-
support. The latest expressions of®

been appropriated by the Germans.
Rolling stock, farm’ produce, capi-
tal and consumer goods of all
kinds, machinery, and even entire
factories and sections of the pop-
ulation, have been torn from the
country and transported to the
Reich. Frenchmen work at forced
labor in French mines and fields
to produce for the German war
machine. - The conditions of the
masses has worsened literally
from hour to hour.

The French capitalists have
aided and abetted these crimes
‘against the French people. They
welecomed the “stability” of the
German occupying f01ces While
they were forced to glve much
of the plunder to their rival Ger-
man capitalists, they marked this
off as the price to be paid in or
der to maintain the remnants o!
their own power and to prevent
the workers from seizing it. Bet
ter to share with the German.im-

lion’s share, than to lose it all tc
the workers — they reasoned.

Today, however, the French ané
German oppressors find that ever
their combined forces are insuf
ficient to curb the population. Ir
spite of the bloody terror, sab
otage has increased. The day fo.
lowing Petain’'s death decree, ¢
French supply irain destined for
Germany was wrecked in unoc
cupied territory.. Nazis continus
to mest sudden death in the work:
ers’ section of Paris.

The quéstion now arises; whr
this sudden increasé in sabotage’
Things are bad, true. But the:
have heen bad for somé time
When Geérmany was batterin
England from the air, or invad
ing the Balkans, there were n
such wide-spread -disorders i1

perialists, even if they got the|

French Workers Fight
Against Petain Terror

By MICHAEL CORT
An intensified terror is now descending upon France. Last
week the stirrings of the French proletariat and of sections of the
middle class thoroughly frightened and enraged the German

turn upon the Soviet Union that
their rear is gravely threatened.

There can be no question that
to a large degree these acts -of
sabotage are blows being struck
in defense of the workers’ state.
French workers are aiding their

Union.  ‘The Stalinists have, of
course, utilized "this militancy.
But as always they are using it
only to further the aims of Stal-
in’s foreign policy.

The - Stalinists have joined
forces with the partisans of Gen-
eral de Gaulle. They have formeéd
the broadest sort of Popular Front.
This gives them the initial ‘ad-
vantage of greater  strength in
numbers, but it also plunges the
proletariat into the quagmire of
opportunism- and class . collabora-
tionism. Such policies can produce
reforms — but never a proleta-
rian revolution..

servedly embraced by the  Stalin-
ists, hate .Hitler and Petain —
but that is not enough. They love
Churchill and they love capitalism.
.De Gdulles program is to conti-
nue the enslavement of the\French
masses under {he rule of “demo-
cratic”- imperialists, The Stalin-
ists are tied to this program.
Hitler and Petdin are enemies
of the people. But to fight them
without ht the same time fighting
their masters, the French and
German capitalists, is a sénseless
ind criminal wasting of proleta-
rian blood.

A revolutionary situation = is
once again. developing in France.
This time the crisis fs tied inti:
.mately. to the struggle of the So-
iet Union against the fascist in.
vaders. The French workers have
\n opportunity to-liberate them-
selves, and to strike decisive blows
in defense of the workérs’ state.

To accomplish this, however,
the Frénch workers must ever
eep in mind the identity of theit
snemies. They must fight not only
agdinst Hitler and Peétain, bit
against. Churchill and Roosevelt
ind the entite capitalist class. All

Much of her tangible assets has

France. It is only when the Nazis |

v

other roads lead only to defeat.

Where
We Stand

By Albert Goldman

proletarian brethers in the Soviet|

The de Gaullists, now so unie-

Hitler’s Motives in Attacking Soviet Union

The Stalinists are very anxious to prove that Hit-
ler is not telling the truth when he claims that the
German armies have attacked the Soviet Union in
order to wipe communism from the face of the éarth.
Their anxiety springs from the- justifiable suspi¢ion
that the Soviet Union is far from being considered:
as an ally of the imperialist democracies with equal
rights and privileges of all other allies. While the
dominant section of the ruling classes of Great Britain
and the United States consider fascist Germany, at
the present time, to be the main enemy of the im-
perialist democracies, there are powerful forces in
both countries, especially in the United States, that
would gladly come to some understanding with Hitler
and permit him to do almost anything he wanbs with
the Soviet Union.

It is not very difficult to prove that Hitler, in
attacking the Soviet Union, did not do so merely
because he is the champion crusader against com-
munism; his claim to be fighting communism is prim-
arily for the purpose of railying the sympathies of
all the reactionaries in the imperialist democracies
and thus dividing his opponents. Both Churchill and
Roosevelt see through his scheme and are not taken
in by it. As realistic politicians they are willing to
accept the help of anybody against their most danger—
ous immediate enemy.

What Hitler, representing German 1mper1allst in-
terests is after, is the resources of the Soviet Union.
But these resources can not be obtained without first
destroying the foundations of socialism laid by the
October Revolution. Hitler is not fighting communism
in the abstract, but he is fighting the proletarian
revolution as embodied in the nationalized property
of the Soviet Union. While German capitalism is in<
terested in destroying all possible opposition, whether
it comes from the Soviet Union or from Great Britain,
in the case of the Soviet Union there is the added
incentive of destroying a state that prevents the re-
turn of capitalism. Whatever Hitler’s motives may
be, however, the results of his possible victory would
be to destroy everything that remains of the QOctober
Revolution.

From the premise that Hitler misrepresents his
real motives in attacking the Soviet Union, the Stalin-
ists- draw the fanciful conclusion that the Trotsky-
ists- who contend that the Soviet Union should con-
duct this war in the interests of socialism are helping

Hitler. In the article by Milton Howard in the Daily *

Worker of August 16, where he urges the government
to change the character of the indictment against
the Minneapolis defendants, he presents the follow-
ing gem: “They (the Trotskyists) play with words
about defending the Soviet Union on the ground that
the present war is a war for world communism, This
is how they try to carry on in theu own. way Goeb—

bels’ propaganda in this country that Hitler is con:’

ducting a war against. Communism and should there-

fore be supported by all who are not for Communism.”

We could point out to the Stalinists that from
their viewpoint the Trotskyists are really helping
the Soviet Union. Since the Trotskyists, accordmg
to Howard, are attacking Stalin for not waging a
“war for Communism,” it follows that they help
Stalin convince the capitalist world of that very fact.
Our attack on Stalin should then be welcomed by,

the Stalinists. The fact that the Stalinists consider

us their main enemies shows that we are not doing
what they say we are but that we are criticizing
Stalin’s method of ‘conducting this war from a dif-
ferent and a really effective approach. )
Are we asking that the Soviet Union conduct a
war for communism? That would indicate that the
Soviet Union should do on its side what the Nazis

are doing on their side, that is, compel the various -

peoples and nations of the world, by force and vio-
lence, to' adopt the system which they stand for. The
Nazis are claiming to fight for a “new order.” Aside
from the fact that in reality they are fighting to
establish the dominant pésition of German capital-
ism all over the world, they are trying to shove this
new order of theirs down the throats of all ‘the
peoples. It is on record that the Trotskyists have
always opposed -any attempt to compel any nation
to adopt the principles of socialism. It.is on record
that whereas the Stalinists defended the invasions of,
Poland and Finland partly on the ground that the}}
subsequently nationalized property in those countries,
the Trotskyists condemned those invasions.

What we say is that on the part of the Soviet
Union the war should be waged in such a manner
as to get the greatest sympathy and support from
the masses the world over. It should be conducted
in the interests of socialism because only in that way
can there be an assurance that the Soviet Union will
be defended successfully.

Real Crime of Stalinists

If Hitler can proclaim that he is ﬁghtmg for a
new order to be thrust upon the people by foree, why
cannot the Soviet Government proclaim that it favors
a new order based on socialism and on the right of
all peoples all over the world to self determination?

If Churchill and Roosevelt have the right to pre-
sent peace aims based on the acceptance of the capi-
talist order, why cannot the Soviet Governient open-
ly declare what kind of*an order it believes in? And
add that it excludes the use of force for the purpose
of compelling any nation to accept that order?

Pelhaps it may not be advisable at a certain mo-
ment for the Soviet government to proclaim that the
eight points formulated by Roosevelt and Churchill
are a snare and a delusion. But it is certainly not
necessary to do what the Stalinist press has dome—:
go into raptures over these eight poihts and create
the illusion that their authors are sincere and honest
men and that the problem of peace is now selvéd.

The crime of the Stalinist bureaucracy is not in
its unwillingness to “fight for world communism” - or.
in the fact that it makes practical agreements Wlth
or offers practical concessions to that section’ of the
lmperlallst world which happens to be on the same
side of the ferice as the Soviet Union. Its crime con-
sists in the fact that it creates illusions amongst the
masses and that it has used its power to suppress
the class struggle in those imperialist countries that
are more or less allied with it in a mlhtary way
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