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Minneapolis Trial Is
Postponed for One Week

Judge Joyce Postpones Opening Date to
October 27 Because of Mother’s lliness

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 21
prosecution for “sedition” since

war defendants in the government’s

— "America’s first peace-time
1798 — the trial of the 28 anti-
“seditious conspiracy” case

against the Socialist Workers Party and the CIO motor trans-
port workers Local 544 — which was originally scheduled to

begin this Monday, has been post-
poned to next Monday morning,
October 27. The case will be
heard by Federal Judge M. M,
Joyce in the federal court here.
The postponement, it was ex-
plained, was due to the illness
of the judge’s mother in Port-
_ land, Oregon.
. A request by defense attorney
Albert Goldman, who is also one

of the defendants, that the trial.

be postponed until after Novem-
_ber 4 to permit James P. Cannon,
National Secretary of the SWP
and a prominent defendant, to
return to New York to conduct
his Trotskyist I}nti-War ticket
campaign for mayor was denied
by Judge Joyce last Wednesday.

Judge Joyce coupled the denial
of this request with the rejection
of a defense motion that the list
of veniremen, from which the
jury is to be selected, be made
public. His decision, the judge
said, was based on “an unwritten
law of this court.”

' CASE ATTRACTING |
WIDE ATTENTION

National and international in-
terest is being - focused on the
case, which in the words of P.M.
New York newspaper, threatens
“to become labor’s first ‘cause
celebre’ of the war.”

Arrayed against the defendants
{s the most imposing force of
capitalist agencies and groups
ever mustered in any American
Jabor trial for the prosecutions
have been instigated by Roosevelt
himself, acting through his De-

" partment of Justice.

And running with the leaders
of the capitalist pack in this vi-
cious attack on civil liberties are
the top officials of the. AFL, bu-
reaucracy, who are betraying
every union prianciple in their de-
sire to smash the militant opposi-
tion to their dictatorial rule in
the trade unions and prove their

- loyalty to the boss government
and its war aims.

SUPPORT GROWING
FOR THE DEFENSE

But organizing to beat back
this reactionary united front is a

->

growing army of workers, union-
ists and progressives who have
learned about the case and rightly
view ‘it as one of ,the greatest
threats to civil rights ever to
confront the American people.

Among the powerful labor and
liberal groups which have de-
nounced the prosecution are the
CIO, Labor’s Non-Partisan  Lea-
gue, the United Auto Workers,
CIO, the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, and scores of CIO
state and local bodies through-
out the country.

The American Civil Liberties
Union this week issued a 16 page
pamphlet entitled ‘“Sedition!”,
which denounced the prosecution
(see Page 3 of this issue).

General  organization of the
defense, including the mobiliza-
tion of public support and fin-
ances, is being carried on by the
Civil Rights Defense Committee,
with national offices at 160 Fifth
Avenue, New York Cidy.

The defenddants have pledged

themselves to an uncompromising)

fight in defense of their principles
and of their right to freely pro-
pagate their working-class anti-
war ideas.
THE ISSUES AT STAKE

The prosecution, in turn, is ex-
pected to employ every device of
prejudice, framed testimony, dis-
torted and falsified evidence, in-
timidation and extra-legal pres-
sure to ensure a conviction. The
whole motivation of the case is to
smash the genuine anti-war op-
position to th¢ administration,
and it is felt that the prosecution

-will resort to any means in an

attempt to achieve this end.

Every worker must understand
that this prosecution aims a blow
at his own rights and liberties.
In the Minneapolis court-room, in
the next weeks and months, is-
sues may he decided, precedents
may be established, which will
have far-reaching consequences
for all American labor.

At stake is not merely the free-
dom of.28 individuals — impor-
tant as that is — but the hard-
won rights of the entire working
class. ’

Biddle Attacks
Our Program,
Says Cannon

States Trlal of 28 Is

For Anti-War Stand

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 19. —
James P. Cannon, indicted
Trotskyist leader and anti-war
candidate for Mayor of New
York, tonight opened the fifth
annual series of the Twin Cities
Sunday Forum here at the So-
cialist Workers Party head-
quarters, 919 Marquette Ave.,
with a stirring address on “Why
We Are On Trial”, before an
audience of 150,

Speaking ore week before he
is to go on trial with 27 others
charged with sedition and con-
spiracy to overthrow the govern-

ment by force and violence, Com- |°

rade Cannon said, “These pros-
ecutions are rrimarily as a re-
gult of the revolutionary anti-war
program of the S.W.P.”

“Attorney-General Biddle in a
statement on -June 28 referred to
the. .anti-wa
party’s .principles as a cause Ior
the action.”

Cannon pointed out that Biddle,
while dealing a death blow to ei-
vil. liberties in the U. S. by this
trial, at the very same time gave
interviews to the press concern-
ing his solemn determination to
preserve civil liberties in war
time.

Biddle, said Cannon, “is a sym-
bol of the double talk of these
capitalist statesmen. When these
politicians talk of peace, they pre-
pare for war. When they talk of
defense, they mean aggression.”

Cannon described the capitalist
class as “so decayed that they no
longer have any confidence in
themselves . . . with no other
means to solve their problems ex-
cept war and no determination
except to suppress all opposition
to themselves and their system.”

A generous sum was contrib-
uted by the audience. Grace Carl-
son, SWP state organizer and an-
other of the defendants, was
chairman.

Next Sunday's' forum is to be
on “Defense of the Soviet Union,”
with Max Geldman as speaker.

Labor, Liberal Groups
Donate Funds For 28

NEW YORK, Oct. 21. — The Civil Rights Defense Ciom-‘

¢mittee, which has been organized to aid the 28 defendants in

the Minnesota

“Seditious Conspiracy” prosecution,

announced

today that Robert Marshall Civil Liberties Trust has granted
$1,000 to the Committee to be used for the Defense in this case.
The Robert Marshall Civil Liberties Trust was set up under

the will of the late Robert Mar-*

shall, author and son of the fa-
mous attorney, Louis Marshall, to
be used for the piurpose of preserv-
ing civil liberties in the United
States.

In making this contrlbutlon to
the Civil Rights Defense Com-
mittee, the Trustees of this fund
have recognized the importance of
the Minnesota case to the cause
of constitutional liberties and de-
mocratic rights.”

UNIONS CONTRIBUTE
TO DEFENSE

The Civil Rights Defense Com-
mittee has also announced the
launching of a campaign for $7.-
500 to defray the heavy costs of
fighting this case. Numerous don-
ations have already been received
from sympathetic individuals,
from trade unions and other labor

organiations. Among recent con-
tributors are the Phonix Brass
Workers Union, Local 462, New-
ark, N. J.; Journeymen Tailors,
Local 195; State, County' and Mu-
nicipal Workers of America, New-
ark; United Flectrical Radio &
Machine Workers, Local = 426;
Brewers Union, Local 2; Branch
296 of the Workmen’s Benefit
Fund, Detroit, Mich.; Branch 918
of the Workmen’s Circle, ‘Boston,
Mass.; the Proletarian Club of
Rochester, N, Y,

¢
“Most people do not realize the

enormous exvenses involved in

fighting a case of this kind,” said
George Novack, Secretary of the
Committee. “It is necessary to pay
for adequate legal -counsel in or-
der that those on trigl may be
properly defended and their legal

.

rights safeguarded. A court re-
porter and daily record of the
proceedings may well cost as much
as $500 a week during a trial
which may last from six to eight
weeks. It is necessary to provide
transportation and living expenses
for most of the 28 defendants and
their families, whose incomes are
completely cut off during the dur-
ation of the trial. The $7,500 our
Committee is working to raise
during the next six weeks will
barely cover the anticipated ex-
penditures. We call upon. all
friends of civil liberties and work-
ers whose rights are directly im-
perilled by this prosecution to

contribute to cur defense fund.”

PROMINENT FIGURES
JOIN COMMITTEE

Those who have recently joined
the Civil Rights Defense Com-
mittee include Edmund Wilson,
tamous critic; Frank Nowve,
noted labor . attorney; Professor
Henderson, of Physiology at

Yale; Rev. Edward N. Jackson of

New Haven; Eilouese Day, well

leclaration +in ~the:
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Labor Gained Nothing
From AFL Convention

Craft Union Tops Ignore Workers’ Problems;
Back Boss War Program ‘to the Bitter End’

By DON
The AFL convention, which

DORE
ended its two-weeks session on

October 17 in Seattle, marked a reactionary low point for the
present AFL craft-union leadership.

Dominated by the iron rule

of the AFL Executive Council,

which is headed by such bureaucratic labor skates as William
Green, Matthew Woll, Daniel Tobin and John Frey, the con-
vention was devoted to the twin tasks of mobilizing American

labor behind the war policies of *

the Roosevelt administration and,
of strengthening the AFL’s bu-
reducratic machinery for crush-
ing militant mdependent union-
ism.

The  accomplishments of the
convention were summed up after
its adjournment by AFL Presi-
dent Green, who stated that the
actions taken would “strengthen
and develop the national defense
program and result in carrying
out the no-strike policy of the
AFL in a more universal way.”

In these final words, Green re-
emphasized his declaration of un-
conditional surrender to the war
aims and anti-labor demands of
the American ruling class, made
at the very beginning of the con-
vention when he stated that he
was prepared to drag the AFL
‘own the line with the war pro-
gram of Roosevelt “to the bitter
end.”

SOPS TO APPEASE
DISCONTENTED RANKS

So eager were the' AFL lead-
ers to prove their loyalty and de-
votion to the interests of the boss

known Negro womens’ leader in
Connecticut; Dr. Willard Uphaus,
Executive Secretary of the Na-
tional Religion and Labor Founda-
tion; &nd Caesar Guazzo, CIO or-

ganizer, Clockworkers Union Lo-
cal 359, S "

government, that they made
scarcely a pretense of considering
the crucial problems of their
members or the burning issues
confronting the American work-
ers. 4

Thinly sandwiched. in, among
patriotic speeches of union lead-
ers and reactionary politicians
and government spokesmen, were
perfunctory references to or
mealy-mouthed resolutions on
priorities unemployment, rising

prices, wage freezing, speed-up,

etc. This, taken in relation to
the whole trend of the convention,
was like handing out bread-crusts
salvaged from a pail of slops.

* The AFL convention might
have passed more for a jingoistic
gathering of the American Le-
gion or Chamber of Commerce
than a labor meeting but for the
fact of these crumbs offered as
a sop to the increasingly discon-
tended AFL ranks.

Shot through the discussion
and actions of the convention was
the evidence of the grave concern
of the AFL tops over the grow-
ing threat of revolt in the AFL
ranks against the dictatorial rule
and servile policies of the craft
leadership.

This was the basis for the dis-
criminatory proposal to reduce
the per-capita dues to the AFL
from two cents monthly to 1%

(Continued on page 2)

SWOC Condemns Jim Crow

Policy of the

Segregation and maltreat-
ment of Negro soldiers in the
United States Army were
sharply condemned by the re-
gional conference of the Steel
Workers Organizing Commit-
tee (CIO), meeting in Gary,
Indiana, October 5.

The conference of 550 dele-
gates, representing 53 SWOC
locals in the Chicago area,
unanimously passed a resolu-
tion demanding thaf\ Roose-
vent take immediate action to
end the vicious army Jim-
Crow system. The resolution

. also called on all CIQ unions
to organize action against dis-
- criminatory treatment of the

U.S. Army

Negroes in the army.

This action of the steel
workers, is one further indica-
tion of the growing awareness
in progressive union ranks of
the undemocratic character of
the army of American impe-
rialism. It is an example also’
of the progressive efforts of
the CIO unions, in contrast
with the AFL, to fight for the
rights of the Negro workers,
both in industry and the army.

It is clear from the attitude
expressed by these steel work-
ers that there would be no Jim
Crowism in military training
if that training were under the
control of the trade unions,

as follows:

Turns

o Open

GPU Terror To

Bolster Regime

Edict Aimed at Silencing All Those Who
Criticize Or Oppose Kremlin’s War Policy
As the German armies drive to encirecle Moscow,

the political and industrial nerve center of the USSR,
Stalin’s only answer is to intensify his already mon-

strous repressions.

Moscow, which has been under

martial law since the outbreak of the war, has now

been placed in a ‘state of siege.’
tary authorities have not been left in control.

'However, the mili-
Instead, it is the

GPU which has now been openly invested with unlimited powers
of life and death over Moscow’s 4,500,000 inhabitants.
The text of the order issued by Stalin on October 19 reads

Moscow and suburban areas is

Cannon Name
On Ballot For
Mayor of of N.Y.

NEW YORK Oct. 22.
James P. Cannon, candidate of
the Trotskyist Anti- War Party
for Mayor of New York City,
is on the ballot! With only a
few hours left before the time

is up for the hearing of objec-
tions to the election petitions,

the New York City Board of.

Elections has indicated no in-
tentions of attempting to rule
him off the ballot. This means

that the workers of New York |

will be able on Election Day to
cast a vote expressing their op-
position to the Roosevelt-Willkie
war program.

But while Cannon’s name will
be on the ballot, Cannon himself
will be unable to appear in New
York during the closing weeks
of the campaign. Because of his
consistent opposition to the war
and fascism, and his defense of
workers’ rights, he has been in-
dicted by the I'ederal government
on charges of “seditious conspir-
acy” and ordered along with 27
other labor figures to face trial in
a Federal Court in Minneapolis
on October 27.

Efforts made by Cannon for a
postponement of the trial to per-
mit him to return to New York
for active campaigning & until
November 4 were turned down
by the Federal judge scheduled
to try the case.

But the campaign for Cannon’s
electicn will continue in full
swing, his campaign manager,
Robert H. Chester announced.

“Cannon is heing persecuted for
his anti-war principles,” Chester
declared. “He is going to defend
those principles in court, and the
right of every worker to express
them. It is on those same prin:
ciples that the Socialist Workers
Party is running Cannon as its
candidate for Mayor of New York.
The attempt of Roosevelt and At-
torney-General Piddle to imprison
Cannon on a charge of ‘conspir-
acy’ because of his anti-war stand
is a flagrant attack on civil lib-
erties and a challenge to every
worker who, like Cannon, opposes
the war.”

Chester also requested, on be-
half of the Cannon .Campaign
Committee, that all the friends
and Sympathizers of Cannon’s
views take an active part in bring-
ing the message of the anti-war
candidate to the Workers of this
city by contributing money to be
used for the printing of election
literature and by joining Cannon
Campaign Squads in the distrib-
ution of such literature. Send your
donations and report for assign-
ments to Campaign Headquarters,
116 University P, N, Y. C.

“Responsibility for the most strict regulation of

entrusted to. . . special troops

+belonging to units of the People’s

Commissariat -For Interior.”

(Daily Worker, October 20). This
People’s Commlssarlat and its
“special troops”, i.e., the GPU,
are instructed to shoot on the
spot “provocateurs, spies and
other enemy agents inciting
breach of discipline.” These are
the names Stalin applies to all’
opponents of his bureaucratic

I‘egime. .
s ——

Text of Stalin’s order on P. 3‘of‘ ;
this issue.

Ohe need only recall that Sta-:
lin’s “discipline” literally forbids
Soviet people to talk about the
war to realize that this order is
specially designed to prevent any -

expression of opinion or concern

— whether by civilians or soldiers
— over the fate of the first works.
ers state. Anyone who daree .
breathe about the full scope of
disastrous defeats which Stalin’s
leadership has brought, now fa«
ces not jail (as was decreed on
July 5, see Pravda for July-6) but
the firing squad.
GENERALS PURGED AGAIN
At the same time Stalin’s or-+
der reveals that he has secretly
purged the Generals whom he
had placed in high command a
few weeks ago. Timoshenko, the
former Commissar of War, is no.
longer the commander of the cen-
tral (Moscow) front. He has been

replaced by one Zhukov, who is '

suddenly invested by Stalin with
the title of “commander of the
western front.” Repressions and
scapegoats — this is the way in .

which Stalin — as he prepares to -

flee from Moscow—‘‘encourages”
the Red Soldiers and the Soviet
masses in the hour of imminent
catastrophe for the first workers
state.

‘Stalin’s order contains no di-
rectives for halting the imperial-
ist enemy. It is devoted exclus
sively to measures designed “to
secure the rear of Moscow’s de-
fenses and to strengthen the rear
of troops defending Moscow and
also in order to stop the activities
of spies and saboteurs and other
agents of German fascism. . .”
(Daily Worker, October 20).

Not a word in the text to in-
voke the spirit of revolutionary
struggle, the traditions of Oc-
tober and the Civil War, or to

rally the Soviet workers for a

supreme effort in defense of
the chief city of the workers
state. N ‘
OFFICERS ALSO
HELD SUSPECT

Stalin’s sole concern is to per«
petuate himself and his clique in
power. It would be impossible °
for his regime to survive for any
protracted period if the true state =
of affairs, the full scope of the
defeats, were made known to the
masses. That is why Stalin must
resort to ever more brutal and
naked repressions. For this task,
not even Stalin’s handpicked of- -
ficer corps can any longer bef
trusted. LI

(Contmued on page 3)




" Stalinists are for war.

" torial page.

. this letter has the
""that prior to the Soviet-Nazi war
‘we did not oppose the imperial-
" ist war because we thought it
" inevitable.

. struggled against the
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Write to us—tell ns what’s going on tn your part of the
labor movement—avhat are the workers thinking about?—tell
- s what the bosses are up to—and the G-men and the local cops—
ond the Stalinists—send us that story the capitalist press didw’t
print and that story they buried or distorted—aur pages are open
to you. Letters must carry name and address, but indicate if you
do not want your name printed.

Discuss Party’s

Military Policy

Editor:
I have followed your paper for

~some time now. I was particular-
- ly interested in your stand on the

war some time back. That is I

thought that the peace parade in

front of the White House was
misconceived in that war was in-
evitable in our system. So your
policy of accepting reality and

“igtruggling against it as outlined

in the planks on the editorial

‘ page, trade union wages for sol-
- diers, trade union control, seemed

the most intelligent stand on the

" “war I had seen.

Now you are for peace and the
Yet the
same planks are still on the edi-
Is this consistent?
If so I should appreciate com-
ment in your paper on the prin-

~ciples of consistency. How can

you be against war and still in

“favor of accepting the reality of
" our intervention?
“"me that you have made a typie-
ally Stalinist switch in policy
"without being shrewd enough to
see that you must bury your|
" past in -order to stand for the

It seems to

exact opposite? Or am I wrong?
I am sure that I am not the only

“one confused by your front and

editorial page policies. By and

"large I like your paper and think
© - it the best out, but you can’t blow
*"both hot and cold.

D. F., Washington, D. C.

(Editors’ reply: The writer of
impression

This impression is er-
réneous. ) -
“The Socialist Workers Party

~and THE MILITANT have al-

ways recognized that war is in-

. herent and inevitable in capital-

always
illusion
that it is possible either to abol-
ish or avoid war so long as the

ist society, and have

. capitalist class remains in power.
- But we have conducted this strug-
. gle precisely in the interests of

the real struggle against war,

- «and because that struggle rve-
. quires the greatest clarity about

1e dangers of pacifism and sim-

.ilar treacherous policies propa-

vated by the Stalinists prior to
the Soviet-Nazi war.
It does not follow that because

_awar is inevitable ur.der capitalism

that we cease to struggle against
the war, but rather that we util-

-jze this truth to continue and in-

tensify the struggle against capi-
talism which produces war,
Fascism, too, is an inevitable
stage in the decay of capitalism
unless ‘the workers take power
first. But we do not conclude
from this that fascism should be

" “aecepted”, but rather that it is

all the more necessary to strug-

. gle against the capitalist system

For both these tasks our pro-
letarian military policy, the
struggle for trade union control
of military training, provides the
practical basis for agitation in
the period of “shooting war”. It
serves, in the words of the reso-
lution adopted at the Plenum-
Conference of the S.W.P. in Chi-
cago last week, “to educate the
workers, to bridge the gap be-
tween their present confused but
anti-fascist sentiments and our
program for the extirpation of
fascism and its capitalist roots.”

The Stalinists have changed
their line from a demand for
“peace” to wholehearted sup-
port of the imperialist war. But
we have not changed our line at
all. We stand on this fundamen-
tal question where we have al-
ways stood. It is not “peace”
which we stand for, but the con-
tinuation of the struggle, in
peace time and dn war time,
against the system which breeds
war. All the demands our party
raises reflect this aim, and we
find nothing inconsistent or con-
tradictory about them.

Lorrects Mistakes In
Editorial On Jim Crow
Editor:

I would like to call your atten-
tion to a mistake in the editorial
entitled “Whitewashing Jim
Jrow” in the October 18 issue
of THE MILITANT.

In this editorial you declared

that ‘“while Elliot was dismissed
from command of Fort Bragg,
he was not dismissed from the
irmy. He was only transferred
~ another fort, where he will be
able to continue to carry out the
same practices and policies he
carried .qut at Bragg.l.
#Colonel ‘Elliot, who wds in com-
mand’ at Fort Bragg the night of
the shooting of Ned Turman,
Negro draftee, and the terror
that followed, was transferred
from Fort Bragg, but not to an-
other fort. He has been trans-
ferred to the job of instructor in
the ROTC at Mississippi State
College.

I make this correction in the
interests of exactness, and not
because I have any disagreement
with the main point in your edi-
torial.

For even if Elliot had been
dishonorably discharged from the
army, rather than transferred to
a minor post, it would still be
true that this iz no “vietory for
Negro rights” as the Stalinists
pretend. Elliot was only carry-
ing out the official Jim Crow
policy of the army, and he was
dismissed to cover up the fact
that this Jim Crow policy is
maintained on orders from the
White House itself. Regardless
~f who took Elliot’s place, the
Negro soldiers at Bragg will still
be segregated and discriminated
against,

Albert Parker

No Gams From AFL Conventlon

Jurisdictional Wars,
Racketeering Remain
Biggest AFL Issues

(Continued from page 1)
cents for unions of over 300,000
members. This policy, from
which the Teamsters and Carpen-
ters. alone would benefit, was
adopted with the plea that these
unions needed the additional
funds to fight the threatened or-
ganization of drivers and con-
struction workers by the CIO

Daniel Tobin, czar of the AFL
Teamsters, who is trying to head
off a nation-wide revolt against
his iron fisted rule, led the fight
for this pr#bosal, complaining
that his outfit was “fighting on
every front in the country”

against “subversive elements, not"

real union leaders but men with
drunken, blind ambitions.”

This was a reference to the
movement of militant drivers, led
by the motor transport workers
of Minneapolis Local 544-CIO,
out of the AFL into the CIO,
which has already spread into
Minnesota, North and South Da-
kota, Montana, Iowa, Illinois, and
other states.

A special three-hour session of
the AFI, Executive Council was
devoted to deliberations over 2
report on the Minneapolis ‘cen-
tral AFL body, which has been
under “investigation” by the AFL
leaders for alleged failure to
properly assist the Roosevelt-
Tobin-FBI to smash Local 544-
CIO. This is but further evidence
of how shaky the AFL tops feel.

By action of the convention, in-
stigated by Tobin, the Brewers
Union was suspended from the
AFL for its refusal to turn over
its driver members to Tobin’s
jurisdiction.

This action climaxed a long

fight of the Brewers Union to,

maintain © its industrial union
structure against the jurisdiction-
al demands of Tobin. It is pos-
sible that the Brewers may seek
affiliation with the CIO. :
Attention of the AFL conven-
tion was also concentrated on an-
other section of the organization
which has broken from the
stranglehold of the AFL execu-
tive council. ' A ‘special committee

report, adopted' by the delegétes

was devoted to the International
Typographical Union, which by
referendum vote last Spring de-
cided against rejoining the AFL,
from which it has been suspend-
ed in 1939 for refusal to contrib-
ute to a “war chest” to fight the
CIO.

The report expressed “deep re-
gret” at the decision of the ITU
and reiterated the now classic ap-
peal of the AFL tops to “come
home” to the AFL.
JURISDICTIONAL STRIFE

This convention was perhaps
even worse than previous ones
so far as jurisdictional squabbles
were concerned. The AFL lead-
ers spent much of their time try-
ing to patch up jurisdictional
fights betweer the International
Association of Machinists and the
Carpenters and Joiners, the
Building Trades Department and
the Amalgamated Association of
Street and Electric Railways Em-
ployees, and between the Paint-
ers Union and the teamsters,
brewers, iron workers, electrical
workers and linoleum layers. -

This internal warfare, a direct

which produces faseism.

New York City.

consequence of craft-unionism,

New Pamphlet Just Oﬁ The Press’
WITCH HUNT IN MINNESOTA

The Federal Prosecution of the Socialist Workers Party and
Local 544-CIO |

GEORGE E NOVACK

foreword by
JAMES T. FARRELL

Author of ‘Studs Lonigan’, etc.
~——is it treasonable to oppose the war?
-——has the Bill of Rights been abolished?
—what was the Minneapolis Union Defense Guard?
—how does the Administration fight the C. I. 0.?

—-how does the Justice Department serve Daniel J. Tobin?
—have workers the right to choose their own union?

PRICE 5 CENTS
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THE CIVIL RIGHTS DEFENSE COMMITTEE
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behed the smug -assertion  of
Green, in his acceptance speech
on his re-election to the AFL
presidency, that “We came as a
united family. We have remain-
ed as a united family and we are
going home a more firmly united
family. There is no bitterness
here. . .”

In the face of this open evi-
dence of incessant jurisdictional
warfare within the AFL, Green
had the gall to speak of the “ri-
val, raiding organization” of the
CIO and to condemn it for its
willingness to offer effective and
progressive industrial union or-
ganization to those militant ele-
ments within the AFL who are
clamoring to escape from the
strong-arm. role of the reaction-
ary craft leaders,

GREEN’S IDEA OF “UNITY”

The internal disputes and juris-
dictional warfare within the AFL
are the most certain guide to the
fate of the CIO and its industrial
unions if the CIO should accept
Green’s offer for “unity” . and
“come home” to the AFL on
Green’s terms. These terms, as
Green indicated in the conven-
tion, include nothing less than
unconditional surrender to the
rule of the AFL craft leadership.

Under these terms, the juris-
diction of the CIO unions would
be determined by such craft-
union worthies as Frey, Hutchin-
son, Woll and Tobin, These AFL
craft leaders are eagerly await-
ing the chance to leap like a pack
of wolves upon the CIO unions
and  tear them to pieces along
craft lines.

That this menace to industrial

unionism, cloaked in the guise of
‘unity”, is being seriously pro-
jected was indicated by the ap-
pearance of Sidney Hillman at a
conference of the AFL Building
and Construction Trades Council,
held in Seattle just preceding the
AFL convention.

Hillman and the AFL leaders
got together to lay down a joint

- policy of defending the deal en-

gineered by Hillman, whereby the
ATFL was guaranteed, by agree-
ment, the exclusive jurisdiction
over building trades workers on
government construction, This
move was made hy Hillman and
the AFL to cut the base from
under the CIO United Construc-
tion Workers Union, led by A.
D. Lewis, brother of John L. Lew-
is.. Hillman is working over-
time to weaken the Lewis forces
in the CIO and lay the ground
for a “unity” move at the com-
ing CIO national convention.

It was notable at the conven-
tion that the AFL leaders direct-
ed all their fire at John L. Lewis
and carefully avoided any unfa-
vorable references to Hillman.
One local AFL union had sent the
convention a resolution attacking
Hillman. This was quietly side-
tracked in a gommittee.

DEMAND OUSTER
OF THURMAN ARNOLD
Outside of its actions in sup-
port of the war program and
against strikes, the most positive
decigion of the convention was
a demand for the ouster of Thur-
man Arncld, head of the anti-
trust division of the Department
of Justice, for his “anti-trust”
campaign against the AFL

unions.

This protest appears like spit-
ting into a strong wind. Arnold
is the appointee of Roosevelt and
is carrying out Roosevelt’s poli-
cies. After getting down on their
hands and knees to Roosevelt,
and vowing him support to the
“bitter end”, it is unlikely that
the AFL leaders will get very far
with their whines about Arnold.
The protest against Arnold,
moreover, was limited to those
actions which he is taking against
the AFL, The resolution did not

~object to Department of Justice
1intervention

and prosecution
against the CIO, The AFL lead-
ers are for that, as shown in the
case of Local 544-CIO.

The convention also complained
against the NLRB. The Execu-
tive Council did not charge any
general anti-labor bias, but sim-
ply accused the NLRB of being
“partial” to the CIO.

LILY-WHITE POLICY

One incident in, the convention
especially highlighted the reac-
tionary character of the AFL
leadership.

A. Philip Randolph, president
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters, threw the conven-
tion into a turmoil when he de-
nounced the policy of exclusion
of and discrimination against Ne-
groes in leading AFL unions.

He pointed out that Negro
workers in. the Ford plants ‘“did
not see why they should sign up
rith the AFL when the AFL ad-
mits it cannot do anything to re-
move diserimination practiced by
some of its internationals.”

Randolph directly challenged

Frey, head of the AFL Metal
Trades Department, to “give a
statement to the American pub-
lic on the exclusion of the Negro
from shipyards.” He demanded
similar statements from the lead-
ers of the carpenters, machinists,
painters, ete.

The only response to Ran-
dolph’s plea that the AFL cease
its Jim-Crow policies was an
abusive attack on Randolph by
Frey, who declared that he
“wouldn’t be surprised if the in-
dictmert finds its way into
pamphlet form and is distributed
through those sections where
prejudice is greatest, making our
task of organization ten thousand
times more difficult than in the
past.”

Frey’s  reply certainly will
make it “ten thousand times more
difficult” for the Greens, Hill-
mans and their Stalinist boot-
lickers to convince the tens of
thousands of Negro CIO wunion-
ists that their interests would he
served by “unity” with the AFL
under the present conditions.

RACKETEERING ISSUE

As usual, racketeering was one
of the major issues of the con-
vention. And, as usual, the AFL
leaders did no more than *‘de-
plore” its existence.

In the most widely publicized
instance of racketeering, the AFL
heads did not even dare confront
the issue openly, but sncaked
around it.

This was in the case of George
E. Browne, head of the Stage Em-
ployes and Motion Picture Oper-
ators Union, who is now on trial
in New York for extortion.

Browne has been one of the
chief members of the AFL coun-
ci], and the council members have
not lifted a finger to aid the mem-
bers of his union against his ruth-
less, racketeering rule. This
would have meant opening a fight
for - union democracy within
Browne’s union — and wunion
democracy is the last thing which
Green and Co. crave. The AFL
tops would be washed oqut of the
labor movement on the first wave
»f genuine demoeratic expression
within the AFL.

Forced by wide publicity given
Browne’s activities to disassociate
themselves from him, the AFL
executive council members did so
in the most cowardly fashion,
without reference to the issue in-
volved. They simply reduced the
number of vice-presidents from
15 to 18, under the pretext that
the executive council was too
“unwieldy”, and thereby elimin-
ated Browne by eliminating his
post.

Thus the question of racket-
eering, as well as jurigdictional
strife, played a constant accom-

'niment to the major theme of
the convention, support of the
war.

Once again, by their actions in
this convention, the AFL craft
leaders stand exposed as hope-
lessly bankrupt, without even the
beginnings of a program in the
interests of labor. It is easy to
understand, in this connection,
why the CIO, which is free of
the internal organizational evils
of the AFL, has become today the
mainstream of organized labor.

New York Party

pirited Convention

By LOU

COOPER

NEW YORK, Oct. 20. — With the deep imprint of the
National Plenum and Active Workers Conference decisions upon

it, Local New York of the Socialist Workers Party held a strong|

City Convention of delegated branch representatlves
Comrade William Warde made a stirring speech on Sun-
day night calling for the defense of the party and the 28 de-

fendants facing trial in Mlnnea*

polis. The delegates and guests
resolved to go out and rally the
workers of the city to a whirl-
wind 7inish of the Cannon Mayor-

alty campaign as an integral part

of the defense of the 28.
The practical achievements of

{ the Conventiocn were vividly por-

trayed in the acceptance by Local
New York of a $3800 quota in the
new Organizational-Press Fund,
the evaluation and acceptance of
formal plans for internal Marxist
education, and the decision to
concentrate the work of the party
cadres in the trades unions on
recruitment of the best worker
militants.

There were 241 regular delegates
from the branches of New York
City represented. The invited activ-
ists and guests in attendance at the
opening meeting numbered 125.
The Convention was overwhelm-
ingly proletarian in composition,
with the delegates coming from
important trade unions in the
city, including electrical and ra-
dio, warehouse workers, maritime,
food workers, paper workers, gar-
ment - workers. machinists and
other locals.

NEED FOR RECRUITING
These delegates, members of their
respective unions, greeted with
determination and enthusigsm
the instructive report by Comrade
C. Charles, acting National Sec-
retary of the S.W.P. on the pres-

ent tasks of the party in the trade
unions. The party locally and na-
tionally must proceed energetic-
ally with the recruitment of the
active shop militants to the party,
said Comrade Charles. “Well-plan-
ned #nd systematic recruitment
in the unions from which you

come must become the active ha-|

bit of the party.”

The delegates carefully analyzed
the work and union activities of
the party members in the shops.
Build the unions and build the
revolutionary party, was the en-
tire tone of the long discussion.
Many delegates reported on the
disruptive and bureaucratic activ-
ity of the Stalinist leaders in the
unions. . “These Stalinist leaders
fear to allow their rank and file
workers to discuss with Trotsky-
ists hut we get to them all the
same,”’ pointed out one electrical
worker.

REACHING THE STALINISTS

The exuberant spirit of new rec-
ruits from the Young Communist
League and Communist Party per-
meated "the convention. These
young -workers were enthusiastic

| and certain about the possibility

of recruitment from the rank and
file of the Young Communist Lea-
gue and- Communist Party. They
reported that mahy YCL’ers and
CPers were thinking about the
big political questions of our time.
“We must show them why Chur-

Holds

chlll and the imperialists will not
open up a Western Front, and
how Stalin’s policies are leading
the first workers state to catas-
trophe,” the Convention was told
by a delegate who until recently
had seen a leading member in the
Young Communist League in the
Bronx. “We must break the hyp-
nosig of Stalinism over the C. P.
members and sympathizers,”

The report on New York branch
organization and propaganda by
Lou (ooper stressed the signifi-
cant increase in distribution of
THE MILITANT by the New
York organization. “We distri-
bute thousands of copies of the
best -crganizer we know, THE
MILITANT, weék in, week out,
to factories, to union halls, to
Stalinist rallies, in workers neigh-
borhoods,” Cooper pointed out.
“However, we can and must
double and ves, triple, our distri-
bution in New York in the next
period.” The delegates enthusi-
astically agreed that the forces
of the party must be further mo-
bilized in the urgent task of dis-
tributing our paper to the work-
ingmen and women of this city.
Forward to a consistent increase
in the distribution of The MILIT-
ANT, was the spirit of the dele-
gates.

MAYORALTY CAMPAIGN
DISCUSSED

Reporting on the mayoralty cam-
paign of the party, .comrade Ro-
bert Chester,
of the Trotskyist anti-war can-
didate, commended the comrades
of the New York organization for
their magnificent election petition
drive. “15,00C signatures looked
pretty tough at first, but we've

campaign manager

BeM Aircraft Workers
Vote To Go On Strike

BUFFALOQ, Oct. 20. — After
four weeks of getting the run-
around, the workers of Bell Air-
craft have taken the bull by the
horns and voted 30 to I for a
strike. At a wildly enthusias-
tic meeting, the largest ever as-
sembled by U.A.W. Local 501,
Leo LaMotte, assistant director
of aviation for the U.AW. CIO,
said in regard to the right to
strike: “Right= are not given us;
we must take them.” )

- Speaker after speaker, officials
and rank and filers, arose to re-
affirm labor's fundamental right
to strike. National defense was
spoken of many times, and Hitler
was denounced. But defense of
our standard of living was the
real theme of every orator. De-
spite the patriotie howls of the

3

capitalist wolves, the workers
said:

“National defense may be O.K.
—but how do we live?”

Bell has been paying 50c. an
hour to beginners and 70c. basic
pay after four months. The union
iz asking for a 75c. beginners’
rate, a 20c. general increase, and
a union shop—very modest de-
mands in view of the rapidly ris-
ing cost of living.

THE COMPANY’S “OFFER”

Negotiations have been going on
for a month. After three weeks of
stalling, the company offered a
nickel raise and whined that they
would raise the wages 15% when-
ever the cost of living should rise
17%:! °

The union rightly regarded the

company’s preoposition as prepos-
terous, and tvrned from the ne-
gotiations to. a strike vote.

The company employs 11,000
workers and hasg two plants, one
in Buffalo, one in Niagara Falls.
The latter has been paid for in
full by the U, S.
is being leased by the corpora-
tion. So this ocutfit is getting a
factory for ncthing—just paying
rent to its own customer, and out
of its customer's money!—which
means that- in the end the work-
ers foot the hill.

The success of this fight will
give a tremendous impetus to the
drive now being waged by the
UAW against the local Curtiss-
Wright Aircraft Corp., hiring 18,-
000 workers, and its company do-
minated, stooge union.

government and |

got a tough membership,” said
Comrade Chester. The delegates
in discussion were emphatic in
their determination to use every
minute of the remaining two
weeks of the campaign to bring
the workers cof New York the
anti-imperialist program of the
party and its fighting candidate,
Jameg Cannon.

Toward the cloge of the ses-
sions the Presiding Committee of
the Convention introduced Com-
rade Milton Alvin as a spokesman
for the 12 comrades who had just
come over to the SWP. from the
politically disintegrating s ec t
known as the Workers Party.
Comrade Alvin was warmly re-
ceived by the delegates and
friends. He declared that the 12
comrades were glad to be “able

to resume their place in the move
ment that defended the Soviet
Union. He compared the healthy,
constructive spirit of this con
vention with the demoralizing ats
mosphere of the W.P.

It was a fine city convention
of a great party. Sending revo-
lutionary greetings to Natalia
Sedov Trotsky in Mexico City and
to the defendants in Minneapolis,
the convention went steadily
about its tasks of examining and
strengthening the work of the
party in the most important cita-
del of capitalism in the world.
Determined to build a stronger
party locally and defend the party
na'tionally, the New York dele-
gates ended the convention late
Sunday night with the spirited
singing of “The Internationale.”

o=y

SOFIALISM IN ONE COUNTRY

STALIN (1n 1924)

“For the organization of Socialist construction, the ef-
forts of one ceuntry, particularly such a peasant country as

Russia, are insufficient. .

tarians of several advanced countries are necessary.

. For this the efforts of the prole-

Such

on the whole are the characteristic features of Lenin’s theory

of the proletarian revolution.”

Lenin and Leninism, 1924 edition, page 43.
- TWELFTH PLENUM OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNA-

TIONAL (in 1932):

“That country (USSR) has completely established itself
in the position of Socialism. The second five year plan pro-
vides for the final abolition of classes and for the conver-
sion of the whole of the toiling population into active and
conscious builders of classless Socialist’ Society.”

Daily Worker, October 20, 1932.

Since 1932 Stalinism has boasted not only of having

“irre-

vocably established socialism” but of having actually attained
the “very threshold of communism.” Today, when the fate of the
USSR hangs in the balance, the Kremlin prohibits even the men-

tron of socialism.

NEW HAVEN
GOES FORWARD

The business of circulating

|THE MILITANT continues to

blossom. The branch in New
Haven, which has concerned it-
self seriously with the matter of
mcreasmg its sales and finding
constantly new outlets’ for the
paper, tells us this: “The enlarg-
>d New Haven branch met this
afternoon and held a very good
meeting, Please increase our
bundle by 15 more copies. (This
increase follows one of 50 copies
made a couple of weeks ago.)

“And just to show you we mean
business, I am enclosing a money-
order for $10. Also $1 for a sub-
scription.”

THE NEW YORK
CONVENTION

The branches in New York, at
their city convention held this
week-end, devoted a considerable
amount of time and a big slug of
enthusiasm to the matter of ex-
tending the influence of the party

I press, especially in the face of

the coming trial in Minneapolis.
If they come through with all
the promises made concerning in-
creased circulation, the matter of
a paper shortage is liable to be-
come a fact rather than a scare
tossed out by the war—mongers.'

FROM ENGLAND

From a small industrial city in
England we get this: “We have
always been enthusiastic readers
of THE MILITANT and the
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL,
that is; when we ‘can get them.
Unfortunately our normal source
of supply has ceased since the
war and we have received only
odd copies from various sources.

“We should be more than grate-
ful if you could let us have reg-
ular copies of your papers so that
we may remain in touch with de-
velopments on your side. Unfor-
tunately we cannot send money
and we have no friends in the
U. 8. A,, therefore we are solely
dependent. on your good will and
ability to sehd us copies without

‘payment by us.*
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GPU Terror

Intended To

Gag Workel‘s

(Continued from page 1)

On October 21, the Moscow ra-
dio anrounced:

“You must double and treble
your vigilance and exterminate
all the agents the enemy is send-

1ng' into your lines. Remember,
the enemy is using all kinds of
disguises, in¢liiding the umforme
of your own commanders.” (New
York Times, October 21),

If hitherto all Red soldiers
were rendered suspect by the
Kremlin’s decrees, then today
it is the turn of the officers of
the Red Army. In this way
Stalin seeks to discredit, gag
and destroy all potential sourc-
es of information and oppom-
tion.

But despite his unprecedented
ukases and all his execution
squads, Stalin cannot cover up the
facts. It is impossible to conceal
from the population the huge
losses in manpower,
and territory. The enemy is at the
gates of Moscow. Odessa has
fallen. Leningrad is almost com-
pletely encircled. The Ukraine
is over-run. The Don basin is al-
most completely lost. Crimea
and the Caucasian oil wells are

directly threatened.

The Kremlin itself claimed that

"the Red Army had an initial

trained manpower superior to

. that of Hitler. It was in the be-

ginning equipped with guns,
tanks, planes to match in quan-
tity and quality, the equipment
of the German army. The morale
of the Red soldiers was certainly
higher than that of the German
soldiers. The Red Army fought
on familiar terrain, behind pre-
pared and natural fortifications.
In vain does the XKremlin now
deny that there was ever such a
thing as tHe “Stalin line!” Equal-
ly vain are all the other desper-
ate ruses to evade the responsi-
bility,

- STALIN’S BOASTS
Stalin' must now resort to des-:|

perate measures to hide the
truth because at the outset of the
war he issuéd- boast after boast
— and his lies are still ringing
in the ears of Soviet soldiers,
workers and peasants.
Lozovsky, vice-commissar
Foreign Affairs, prophesied:
“The Germans will never see

‘Moscow except as prisoners of

r.”” (Daily Worker, July 3).
“The mighty armament of the
Red Army proved ftself on the

Mannerheim Line, which was
considered impregnable. These
first-class  fortifications were

swept away by the heroic attacks
of the Red Army, armed with
as-
serted 3 Moscow dispaté¢h. (Daily
Worker July 2).

Stalin himself declared in his
radio speech of July 38:

“Comrades, our forees aré

numbérléss. THe overweening

enémy will soon learn this to
his cost.”

Stahns boasts were amplified
by hls hirelings abroad:

“The Hitler mechanized army
is meeting with tanks and planes
moré powerful than his own, and
with mlhta‘ry géneralship more
skilled and more brilliant than
his own staff.” -(Daily Worker,
July b). :

All over the world, and above
all in the Soviet Union, millions
of workers, peasants and soldiers
are asking themselves:

“Why, then, the terrible de-
feats?”

On July 8, Stalin attempted to
answer this question by stating
that the war “began under con-
ditions favorable fot German for-
ces and unfavorable for Soviet
forces. . . Soviet troops had little
time to effect mobilization and
move up to the frontiers.” (Daily
Worker, July 4).

“We weren’t ready,” was the
brazen alibi of this self-appointed
Premier, Chairman of the Presi-
dium of the Supreme Council of
the USSR, Chairman of the State
Committee of Defense, Commis-
sar of War, Commander-in-Chief
of Soviet armed forces, ete., ete.
After the full strength of the
Red Army is mobilized, Stalin
promised in July, the enemy will
be crushed. Reality refuted the

”

. Kremlin liar.

OTHER EXPLANATIONS
Defeat followed upon defear;
each more costly than .the pre-
vidus oné. New alibig, new boasts,
new lies were needed to supple-

ment the repressions and-te con-'

equipment, |

of |

oOSCoOw

+
ceal the c¢rushing eévidence of the
bankruptey of Stalin and his
clique.

gan playing this endless refrain:

dead.”
“For every yald of advance,

“Hitler is paying with hundreds
of lives. .
possesses

and manpower reserves. . .

he will lose the war.”
Worker, October 13).
The Soviet defeats and re-
treats were minimized. Hitler’s
forces weré being declmated,_
soom, it was promised, the Red
Army would turn on its mor-
~ tally wounded foe and crush it.

(Daily

in the rear of the enemy.

WHY THE GUERRILLAS
WERE SACRIFICED

Civil War days.

Gueérrilla warfare is speeta-
cular, 1t appeals to the imagin-
ation of people ignorant of the
problems of warfare, it requires
no general strategic plan and
no trained military leadership.
It takes place for the most part
behind the main lines of battle,
and gives the impression that

The Moscow communiques be-

“The Nazis'are advancing over
heaped mountains of their own

declared Lozovsky on October 12,

. The Soviet Union
incalculable economic
- Hitler
can win a hundred battles but

The tales of heroic feats Qf
guerrilla fighters Were eqpeeiaITy

tion. The German armies appear-
ed to be trapped between thé reg-
ular Red army and the vast foi-
mations of guerrillas opérating

Unable to produce victories,
unablé to point to anythmg but
4 seriés of defeats and retreats,
Stalin reverted to the guerrilla
policy rejécted by the Bolsheviks
undér Lenin and Trotsky in the

den. Moscow itself had to begin
talking about losges. ’

“Pravda said thé Gerian lossés
were tremendous, ‘but our losses
are serious too.”” (Daily Worker,
October 16).

“Both sides are sustaining
heavy losses,” anounced the Mos-
cow radio. (Daily Worker, Oc-
tober 17).

“Soviet defenses west of Mos-
.cow have ‘deteriorated’. . . dis-
patches from the various fronts
said today” (Daily Worker, Oc-
tober 17).

LATEST PANACEA

As the losses and defeats
moéunted, the Kremlin tried to
{Tall the masses with the poison-
'ous illusion that the material aid
fromi the impérialist “democra-
' eies” was the réal salvation for
the USSR. Roosevelt and Church-
il would save everything by a
flow of munitions and suppliés!

Four weeks ago, Moscow boast-
ed that the promised material aid
from Léndon and Washington
'had already dealt a “deathblow”
to Hitler .

Today the Américan Stalinists,
campaigning for Stalin’s latest
panacea, to open a “western
front,” forget what they them-
selves - wrote yesterda‘y and ad-
mit:

“If every gun, tank and plane
produced (in the United States)
had been shipped to the Eastern
Front, this would have been of
tremendous assistance to the Red
Army but it would havé totalled
but a fraction of the huge logsés
incurred” (Daily Wérker, Oc-
tober 19).

Bankrupt, panic-stricken Sta-
linists can now see salvation only
if it comes from the outside —
but not from the workers of Ger-

Official Text

“The Supremeé Command

order to stop the activities o

decrees:
‘(1

“2. All street movements
midnight to 5 A. M.
which must be out in accorda
Moscow’s air raid précautions
press.

“3. Responslblhty for the

Maj.-Gen. Sidinov, fér which

“4.
ove'r to a militdf'y tri’B'u:nal

The State Committee

“O.

e

0f Stalin’s

‘Shoot On The Spot’ Order

of the positions at a distance of

100 to 200 kilometers west of Moscow has been entrusted to
thé commander of the western front, Gen. G. K. Zhukov, and
the defense of the Moscow approaches has been assigned to the
commander of the Moscow Garrison, Lieut. Gen. Artimyiv.

“In order to secure the rear of Moscow’s defenses and to
strengthen the rear of troops defending Moscow and also in

f spies and saboteurs and other

agents of German fascism, the State Committee for Defense

Introduction of a state of siege for Moscow and dis-
tricts adjoining as from today. :

of individuals and vehicles from

is forbidden except vehicles and persons

nce with regulatlons adopted by
organization and published in the

most stri¢t regulation of Moscow

and subufban areas is entrusted to thé commandant of Moscow

purpose spécial troops belonglng

to units of the Penples Commissariat for Interior Militia and
workers’ voluntary detachments aré placed at his dispesal.

Whoever bréaks this order will bé immediafely handed
Pfovocé’téﬁrs' spiés and other énemy

for Defense appeals to all toxlers

~in the capital to kéep calm and orderly and to render the Red
Army defending Moscow all p

ossible hélp.

- “Signed, STALIN,

Chairman of thé State
Committee for Defense,

Moscow, Kiemlin, Oct. 19, 194L.”

-
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although the enemy has con-
quered territory, it may loseé it
again tomorrow.

This was
wanted to conceal the headless-
ness of the Red Army command
and to quiet the fears of the
masses about the Kremlin policy
of conducting the war.

But at what ferrible and dis-

proportionate sacrifices?
from the regular forces, the guer-
rilla fighters were able to en-
gage only in sniping at the ad-
vancing German armies or in ap-
proaching them to meet certain
disaster. Equipped only with
small arms, and operating only
in small and scattered groups,
they are no match for the Nazis
organized in mechanized divi-
sions.
They accomplished very little,
and they could, in the nature of
things, contribute little to the
general struggle — yet the lives
of untold thousands of guerrilla
fighters were sacrificed in vain
in this fashion. These heroic
fighters, ready to give up their
lives for the defense of the first
workers state, could have been
organized for effective struggle
had there been a proper strategic
plan, and a competent military
leadership.

Instead, they were sacrificed,
above all for the purpose of pre-
viding Stalin with a means of
diverting the masses’ attention
raway from his bankrupt policies.
But the truth could not be hid-

just what Stalin

many and the rest of the world.
It is from among the ranks of
the British and American impe-
vialists . that they now seek de-
fendérs- for the Soviet Union.

declare?
“The Red Atmy, yvell -équipped

vesources drawn from an entlrc

Cut off | contivent. The defeat of Hitler

requires the opening up of a sec-
ond fromit in Westérn Europe by

tary support of thé United
States.” (D. W. Ogt. 19).
DOUBLE PURPOSE

This campaign to open a “west-
ern front” serves a two-fold pur-
pose. On the one hand it pro-
vides Stalin with the most con-
venient alibi for defeats, and on,
the other, it prepares his alibi for
a capitulation to Hitler. Roose-
velt and ‘Churchill, whom Stalin
is now depicting as thé cham-
pions and saviors of the USSR,
will be branded on the morrow
s “traitors”, as those who are
really responsible for the defeats,

sary the capitulation to the Nazis.
But Stalin will not be able to

which he so successfully executed
in 1939, when he signed the pact
with Hitler, after the collapse of
the People’s Fronts. Stalin can
o longer hide that his policies

and well-Ted though it be, can-|
not alone defeat Hitler with his !

Great Biitain, with the full mili- |

and whose “perfidy” made neces- |

repeat this time the maneuver |

and leadership alone are respon- j
sible for the debacle No naked {1 .

“grders” along the lines of the
order of October 19, can cover
up the erimes of Stalinism.
The hammer. blows of events
are driving into the minds of the
most gullible the real reason for
the defeats, namely, the lack of
a competent commanding staff,
the absence of a unified strategic
plan for the conduct of the war.
The Red Army has been led to de-
feats by people without any revo-
lutionary experience or outlook,
without military knowledge, with-
out real authority among the sol-
diers. The nonentities whom Sta-
lin appointed and still appoints
to high command have only one
qualification — . their 'complete
subservience to Stalin,

The qualified leadership of the
Red Army has either been mur-

dered by Stalin or now lies rot- |

450 Isolantite
strikers Firm
Orie Moiith of Picket Line ‘Aesults

Fails to Break Spirit of N. J. Weorkers

officers, the flower -of the Red |

ting in GPU prisons and ¢oncen-
tration camps.

CANNOT HIDE
RESPONSIBILITY

Each defeat of the Rerd Army y

is directly ascribable to Stahns

purge of the Red Army in 1937- s

38, In the space of twelve nmnths
Stalin deprived the armed forces
of the USSR of not less than
40,000 ‘trained and experiencéd

Army comm‘and

vhich undermined the defense of
the Soviet Union. He deprived
the Soviet Union of ifs mightiest
and most reliable ally — the
European working class.

During the 22 months of the
Stalin-Hitler pact, Stalin helped
tear down the revolutionary de-
fenses of the Soviet Union in
Hitler's rear. He silenced the
German Communist Party in or-
der to retain Hitler’s “good-will”.
He suppressed revolutionary ten-
dencies in the occupied territories.

Now, when the peoples of these
occupied countries are demonstra-
ting in action their desire to aid
the Soviet Union and strike blows
for their own emancipation, Sta-
lin continues his efforts to crush
the revolutionary class struggle,
this time for the sake of main-
taining the “good will” of “dem-
. ocratic”
proletarian revolution more than
they do a Hitler victory.

THE SOVIET UNION
CAN STILL BE SAVED

It is a fatal illusion to believe |

that Stalinism is capable of de-
fending the Soviet Union or lead-
ing it to victory over its imperial-
ist enemiés. But the Soviet Union
can still be saved, the masses of
Germany and Europe can still
be mobilized for the overthrow
of imperialism, the necessary

leadership for the Red Army and
Soviet industry and agriculture
can still be provided.

But for this the Bolshevik poli-
cies of Lenin and Trotsky must
be substituted for the treacher-
ous, bankrupt policies of Stalin-
ism. ‘

Release all pro-Soviet pris-

' oners. Revive the democratic-

ally-elected Soviets.
all pro-Soviet parties.

Legalize

These steps can provide experi-
enced and trained leaders for the
Red Army, industry and agricul-

. ture and arouse the initiative and

] ety ! | support of the masses.
The editors of the Daily Worker |

The Soviet Masses through
thé reconstituted Soviets must
issué a revolutionary appeal to
thé German and European
workers, calling on them to
join in the strugglé to create
the Socialist United States of
Europe and the world.

Such an appeal would help to
disintegrate- Hitler’s army at the
front and Hitler’s rule in Ger-
many and intensify the struggles
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terror of the GPU no amount of W

imperialists who dread

of thé workers and peasants in
thé occupied countries,

This is the program for Soviet
victory which the Soviet masses
and the Red Army must rally

" around and struggle fo ac¢hieve.

Stalinism is responsible for the
defeats of the Soviet Union, for
leading it to the brink of catas-
trophe. At the first favorable
opportunity, therefore, under e¢on-
ditions that will not undermine
the defense of the Soviet Union,
the Soviet masses and the Red
Army must rid the country of the
bureaucratic regime  which con-
stitutes the chief internal ob-
stacle to the victorious défense
of the workers state.

the USSR in its darkest hour.

Only this return to the policies |
 of Lenin 'and Trotsky can save

ACLU Issues Pamphlet

On The Minnesota Case

Civil Liberties Uriion Condemhs Géjernfnenvt Action
In Prosecuting the 28 for ‘Sediti6us Conspiracy’

NEW YORK, Oct. 20.

— The American Civil Liberties*

Union has just issued a 12 page pamphlet on ‘the Minnesota

“Seditious Conspiracy” prosecution,
government’s action in this case.

sharply condemning the
The pamphlet, which is en-

mled ‘Sedition!”, points out that this is the first Federal peace-
time prosecution for. utterances and publications since the Alien

& Sedition Act of 1798.

After setting forth the principal facts in the case, the pamph-

let draws the following conclu-*

sions on the icsues involved.

“It appears from the indict-
ment and the evidence leading
up to it that the case presents
the foi]owing essential issues:

“1. Tt constitutes the first trial
in the courts under the first fed-
eral peace-time sedition laws —

nanmely, those portions of the
Alien Registration Act of 1940
which penalize advocacy of the
overthrow of the government or
incifemént to
armed forces. As such, the issue
is extrémely important, and will
doubtless be carried, in the event

By ARTHUR BURCH
- BELLEVILLE, N. J., Oct.
S 1 20. — After a month of bloody
battlés on the picket line, 450
strikers of Isolantite Inc., man-
'ufacturérs of céramic insulators,
are holding their ranks firm.
Their morale is at 4ts highest
point even though arrayed
against them are their bosses,
the Belleville and Nutley po-
lice forces, the County Sheriff’s
office, the boss courts, the boss-
kept press, the state and federal
labor boards, and the AFL bu-
reaucracy. These workers are
striking for a union of their
‘own choosing, and for the rein-
statement of Joe Melchione, fired
from the plant for CIO organiza-
tion work,

Up to recently, they were mem-
bers of Local 22026, Chemical and
0Oil Workers, AFL, with a stead-
ily mounting list of grievances
which had been left unattended

| for the past year and a half. Du.-

ing that time there had been only
‘three meetings of Local 22026, all
of them presided over by an out-
side official who ran the meet-
ing in a high handed manner,
refused to heed the complaints of
the workers or to present their
grievances to the management.
All demands for an accounting of
union funds and for a democratic
election of officers, as well as for
other elementary wunion rights,
were simply ignéred. The only
interest taken by the Internation-
al seemed to be in' the $10.00' ini-
siation fee and $1.50 monthly
dués extracted from girls mak-
1z $14.00 per week.
At th'e last of these three union
""" held at thé plant on
June 17, the 75 workers attending
were confronted with a contract
signed behind theéir backs by the
buréaucratic union officials. It
provided for a mére one cént
wage increase to be paid upon
ratification of the contract, and
a Second penny inecrease in Nov-

| ember. That was the full extent

of wage gains, although a great
majority of the girls were miak-
ing only the légal minimium of
35¢ an hour (maximum being
43c¢), and most of the men were
being paid c¢nly 50¢ an hour. Fur-
thermore, the workers weré de-
ceived as to the duration of the
contract, being told gt the meet-
ing that it would expire in a year,
Whéreas its actual duratlo‘n was

'for twenty months., The union
bureaucracy stifled all objections
‘with threats of investigation for
“subversive activity.”
JOINED THE ClO

The workers answered this by
s1gn1ng membership cards in the
CIO, where they felt they could
achieve their full democratic
'rights. Enrollment in the CIO,
-was largely completed, when, on
Sept. 23, Joe Melchjone was fired
in violation of the Wagner Labor
Act, and the workers walked out
in sympathy. 450 strikers, 400 of
them women, have maintained
their picket lines in the face of
no fewer than 30 Belleville cops,
5 addifional police from the
neighboring town of Nutley, 20
men from the sheriff’s office, and
35 AFL thugs hired at the rate
of $30 per day, Unable to terror-
ize the strikers with this show
of force, the management turned
frantically to the Chancery Court
on Oct. 10 and obtained a tem-
porary 1nJunct10n confmmg the
number of pickets to 10, at 10
paces apart.

In addition to picketing their
own plant, the Isolantite strikers
have sought to prevail on large
firms such as Westinghouse and
General Electric to stop parcel-
ling out subcontracts to Isolant-
ite, and upon customers of Iso-
lantite to refrain from making

purchases. This partially success-
ful action on the part of the CIO
is also being fought in the boss
courts, where on Nov. 4 a perma-
nent injunction will be sought to
restrain the strikers from bring-
ing secondary pressure.

Not satisfied with attempts to ob-
tain injunctions against the strik-
ers, the management has obvious-
ly inspired the police to make
mass arrests of the militant strike
leadérs. Thirteen of them, in-
cluding the strike chairman, Joe
MeKenna, have been hauled to
the Belleville Police Court where,
on Qct. 24th, they will face the
trumped-up charge of assault and

:battery. How ironic this charge
is can be gleaned from the fact
that it was Pat Reilly’s AFL

goons who clubbed the strikers
in full view and with the obvious
approval of the cops.

During all this time, Mr. Ken-
néth D, Hamilton, vice-president
and general manager of Isolant-

ite, has remained adamant in his

refusal to méet with the strikers
or to submit their griévances to
arbitration. He maintains that
the plant is operating and that
there has beert no sirike, thus
giving the U. S. Departmient of
Labor thé neceéssary exéuse for
not certifying the strike to thé
National Défénse Mediation
Board. HoWever, when the work-
ers sought compensation from

Board, Hamiltonr brazenly tésti-
fied before that body that the
strike was crippling defeénse pro-
duction,

Despite the fact that 450 of the
507 Isolantite workérs have re-
mained out on strike and have
signed membership cards in thé
CIO, the National Labor Rela-
tions Board has refused to con-
sent to a democratic election on
she ground that the contract has
not yet expired. This, in the face
of the fact that the contract had
been put over on the workers
without their knowledge of its
provisions. ' The strikers are be-
ginning to see that it is here at
home where the real battle for
democracy must be fought.

17, 5o ALBERT GoLowAN
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digaffection in the |

the Unemployment Compensation

of conviction, to the United
Statés Supreme Court. The Court
will be called uvpon to determine
what it has never before in peace-
time determined. whether a fed-
eral statute penalizing utterances
and publicatious can be upheld
in the light of the free speech
guarantee.

“2. The Supreme Court may
well be confronted with -another
issue—whether a conviction can
be sustained in this panticufar
set of facts on the ground of
constituting a ‘clear and present
danger’ of  the acts ‘which Con-
gréss has the right to forbid;.‘

THE ALLEGED
“OVERT ACT”

“3. The case raises the issue as
to whether a union défense corps-
‘formed to protéct union property
against threats of violence can be
construed to he part of a ¢onspir-
acy of a political party to cap-
fure the labor movement and use
it for the overthrow. of govérn-
ment and the establishment of a
workers’ government. Every at-
temipt obviously will be made to .
read that purpose into the one
overt act charged.

“4, Whatever the motives of
the Department of Justice in
bringing the prosecution, the cir-
cumsiances afford a reasonable
basis for assuming that pressure
by a national pro-Administration
trade union leader was in part
responsible for action against an
anti- Admmmhatlon local union
brought just ‘at the time that the
union had switched its alleglance :
from the A.F. of L. to the CIO.

“5. The case represents in all
its aspects a complete departure
from the professions of the Ad-
ministration concerning prosecu-
tions for opinion and fidelity to
the principles of civil Iiberty. In
order to prevent its establishing
a precedent it is essential that
the case should be vigorously de-
fendéd and that any conviction
obtained should be appealed to the
highest courts,” '

4+ ASKS FOR FINANCIAL AID

The pamphlet conéludes with
the following appeal for funds to’
aid the defénse. “The Civil Rights
Defense Committee has been cre-
ated to raise funds for the twenty-
eight defendants wunder indict-
ment, with James T. Farrell as
chairman and George Novack as
secretary, with offices at 160 Fifth
Avenue, New York City. Their
appeal for fuuds has been en-
dorsed by the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, which has partici-
pated in the preliminary hearings
and will participate in the case

at all poss1ble points.”

C.P. (

‘MI?LITAHT’ S?AL«ESMEN‘

NEW YORK. —While peace-
fully distributing THE MILI- |
TANT to the workers entering
one of the monthly section
meetings of Local, 65, United
Wholesale and Warekouse
Workers Union, at Manhattan
Center, 34 St. and 8th Ave., on
Wednesday night, Oct. 15, the

members of the Central Branch

BAYONNE, N. J., Oct. 20.
— As they entered the fourth
week of their strike, the 1500
workers of Maiden Form Bras-
siere Company of this city,
members of the International
Ladies Garment Workers
Union, chalked up a major ad-
vance on the road to obtain-
ing a decent contract.

The strike had originally been
calléd by thé local: unionists at
the expiration of the last contract
on Sept. 30 without the sanction
of the national office of the
ILGWU, and the questions$ of local
autonomy and union democracy
had bécome almost as important
in the strike as the problem of
wage increases and improved
working c¢onditions. Late last
weéek the mnational Iéadership of

the 1L.GWU granted theé strikers

Maidenform Strikers See Victory Now
After Forcing Dubinsky Recognition

In this fight they now ex-|

requests for self autonomy and
union democracy.

The concessions won from the
national office recognized the
rights of the workers to negotiate
their own contracts, to eléct their
own' officers, maintain their own
treasury, operate their own local
union for the Maiden Form plants
in Bayonne and in nearby Union
City and Perth Amboy, have
their own executive board offices
and assist in the organization of
other shops.

This is a far cry indeed from
the gituation that prevailed be-
fore the strike when the workers
were completely under- the con-

‘trol of two hureaucratic repres-

entatives " of Dubinsky and had

‘nothing whatever to say about
‘their own affairs.

Now the strikers aré concen-

itrating on foreing the boss to

‘jenthal (general manager of the

| sign a- decent comtract with their

| plant).”

local.
pect the support of the national
.office of the ILGWU,
WORKERS* DEMANDS

They are demanding an increase
of 10 cents an hour, two weeks
vacation with pay, a 37% hour
week, employess to have their
own rate experts with piec¢é work
not obligatory, reclassification or
workers, all strikers to be return-
ed to their jobs without discrim-
ination, paid holidays, seniority
benefifs, closed shop and wage
adjustments upon certain rises in
the cost of living.

The strike is firm with the is-
sue now crystal clear. As Archie
Lieberman, co-chairman of the
strike, put it at Saturday’s en-
thusiastic membership meeting,
“Our fight is no longer with the
ILGWU. It is with Moe Ros-

SWP Members Brutally Attdcked While
Distribufing Papers af Local Umon
By TOM SILVERS =+

of the Socialist Workers Party -
were viciously attacked by Sta-
'linist goon squads. The hood-
lums physically assaulfed - the
male and female distributors of
the paper twice during the eve-
ning. Affer the second assault
the greatly outnumbered mem-
bers of the S.W.P. were forced
to retreat. ;

This is not the first time that
- péaiceful party distributors have
been attacked by goon squads
near Local 65 meetings. The Sta=
linist leaders of this large and
powerful union, fear that many
of the militant rank and file will
find agreement with the anti-war
program of THE MILITANT:
Having had to force their new
war-mongering line down - the
throats of the membership (not
however without a good deal of
rank-and-file dissent) the Stalin=

ist leaders of the Local now aré

ready to go to any extremes to
prevent the members from learn=
ing about the bankruptcy of Sta-
hmsm in the present war, and
the Trotskylst program for So-
viet victory.

The Central branch and th¢
New York Party intend to stand
on their democratic right to dis-,

tribute MILITANTS to New
York unionists. At this writing
the American Civil Liberties

Union is being informed of this

outrageous attack. A formal pro-

‘test has also been sent to the

official leadership of Local 65.
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Low Morale, Lack Of

Competent Leadership
Main Features Of Army

By ANTHONY MASSINI

What kind of Army has been produced as a result of the
military training program carried out since conscription went
into effect a year ago? Oddly enough, the supporters and oppo-
nents of the government’s war program give pretty much .the
same answer to this question even though they approach it from
entirely different points of view.
The two main faults of the draftee Army, it is agreed are
its low morale and its lack of leadership.
This is recognized by the general staff, the military experts
and the draftees themselves, who draw their conclusions both
from the experiences in the training camps in the last year and
from the lessons of the second phase of the war maneuvers con-
cluded in Louisiana at the end of last month, the greatest war
games in the nation’s history.
Typical of the conclusions expressed after these maneuvers
was the critique issued by Lieut.-General Lesley McNair, G.H.Q.
Chief of Staff and director of the maneuvers between the Second
and Third Armies. Lack of discipline and effective command, he
said, were the two major faults revealed.
A more detdiled report, but one that makes essentially the
same observations, was given by Hanson W. Baldwin, military
commentator, who was in Louisiana at the scene of the maneuvers
and had the opportunity to discuss the question with members
of the general staff, officers active in the war games, regular
army men and draftees (New York Times, Sept. 28 and 29).

“To speak of moralé to the Army High Command is like
waving a red flag in front of a bull,” Baldwin says. “It is a sore
subject. . . In our present Army it is best described as ‘spotty’
— poor in certain units, good in others. There apparently is
. not the same eagerness to serve as in 1917-18; most of the men
""are anxious to get out of the Army and think chiefly about go-
ing home. Of .the one-year volunteers whose enlistments are
now expiring few, indeed, are re-enlisting. . . Discipline can most
charitably be described as informal, more realistically, as slack.”
) Nor is the leadership situation much better, according to
" . Baldwin. Among the weaknesses he lists are “too much caution.
on the part of the higher commands; the exercise of too little
initiative; . . . too many officers without officer-like qualities.”
In short, “The maneuvers were full of examples of officers who
not only knew little, but displayed no initiative and little com-
mon sense.”

Explanations of the Administration

Such a situation, needless to say, creates a good deal of
concern in Washington and in the Army General Staff. If United
States imperialism is to “police the world” or even defeat the
Nazi army, more is required than a large army or plentiful pro-
duction of armaments. The experiences of the second World War
have shown that a winning army must have high morale and
a leadership with initiative, experience, flexibility and the con-
fidence of the ranks. That a trained and trusted military leader-
ship is required has been demonstrated at great cost in the war
between the Soviet Union and Germany, where in spite of the

beaten back by the superior staff work of the Nazis.

How do the administration and its supporters account for
this situation and how do they propose to remedy it?

‘While the administration forces are compelled, in the in-
terests of a realistic understanding of what has to be done, to
admit the low morale in the draftee army (it is generally well-
known anyway), they dare not tell the truth about the cause of
that low. morale. For to do so would be to admit that they are
incapable of doing anything basic about it.

The truth of the matier is that morale is low in the

‘ army because the draftees have no faith or confidence in the
government’s ‘war program.

After 10 years of depression, they have been driven into the
Army and told that now the government which denied them
democracy and security is going to war to bring democracy and
' gecurity to the whole world. They see that the Army which is
supposed to win this democracy is itself based on harsh, dicta-
torial discipline under which they have n¢ rights which the of-
ficers are bound to respect.

It is no wonder that all they are thinking about is to get
home. Morale can never be high in an Army where the soldiers
do not believe in the cause for which they are told to fight or
in the honesty of the government conducting the war.

Of course, there are secondary reasons; but this is the main
one. The government has on several occasions tried to explain
low morale by charging that the men are being agitated and
aroused from the outside. It is true that there is a definite
connection between the feelings of the draftees and the senti-
ments of their families and fellow-workers at home, but only
a police mind could believe that there is a deliberate undermining
of morale and discipline as a result of this connection. When
the population as a whole has no confidence in the government’s
war plans, this feeling is bound to be communicated in a thou-
sand ways to the soldiers in the camps — it is a natural and’
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RESULTS OF THE FIRST YEAR OF CONSCRIPTION

Adequate Direct Relief Is Immediate
Necessity For Victims Of Priorities

By ART PREIS

Priorities unemployment is the major imme-
diate problem confronting workers in the auto-
mobile, radio and electrical appliance, textile and
other leading industries.

Hundreds of thousands of workers, who had
been led to believe that the war boom would en-
sure them a measure of job security, dare already
walking the streets.

It is frankly admitted by government agen-

cies that the dislocation of industry, because of
material shortages and the resultant operations
of the priorities rationing system, will shortly
create a new army of no less than two or three
millions of unemployed.
. The industrialists and the government are do-
ing little to relieve the situation. But the work-
ers, who face the bleak prospect of repeating
their experiences of the ten years of pre-war
economic erisis, view the menace of priorities un-
employment with growing concern.

A number of plans have been projected by
union officials, both AFL and CIO, in an attempt
to cope with this problem.

THE UNION PLANS

The major emphasis of all these plans — elab-
orated in detail for the auto, steel, radio and
electrical, textile and other specific industries —
is placed upon the need for the reorganization of
the . industries in order to expand production or
to replace production of consumer goods by an

- equivalent production of war goods.

All of these plans, however, immediately bump
up against the solid wall of the monopoly con-
trol of the basic industries by the handful of
capitalist owners. It is these owners who now
have the exclusive power to operate industry,
regulate production, determine what is to be pro-
duced, and when, how, where and why.

They exercise this monopoly of industrial eon-
trol for one end: Profits. :

The very existence of priorities unemployment
is the direct consequence of this profit motiva-
tion. The shortages in aluminum, steel and other
vital materials, which have led to the application
of priorities, result primarily from the unwilling-
ness of the big monopoly corporations to expand

Unions Must Fight to Prevent Suffering of Workers Unemployed
Because of Latest Results of Anarchy in Capitalist Production

their own production facilities or permit the gov-
ernment to build other facilities.

Above all the trusts are determined to main-
tain their monopolies, to regulate prices and out-
put, and thereby maintain their volume of profit
and prevent the possibilities of competition,

The most technically-sound pldns for reorgan-
izing industrial production to eliminate priorities
unemployment. — and there is no lack of such
plans — fail to surmount the key obstacle: the
control of industry by the monopoly owners.

While every union plan attempts in some meas-
ure to deal with the question of control, their
proposals end by leaving the control of industry
intact in the hands of the owners.

In each case the success of these plans depends-

on the good will of the bosses or on the illusion
that the government is a “neutral” agency which

places the interests of the nation as a' whole -

above the interests of the ruling capitalist minor-
ity. : ‘

THE QUESTION OF CONTROL -
The employing class, on the one hand, will fight

to the death against sharing the control of in-.

dustry with the workers. The monopolists ruth-
lessly brush aside the suggestion that the work-
ers might have even an interest in the control
and management of industry. That is a “right”
which the owning class reserves exclusively for
itself.

On the other hand, the government, which is -

the agency for admlmstermg ‘the state power of
the ruling class, pigeon-holes or sabotages all
plans for the reorganization of industry which
involve infringement on the present monopoly
of control and management by the private own-
ers of industry.

Moreover, all the union plans are an attempt
to solve the problem of the capitalist anarchy
of production — which is just as much a fact
in war-time as in peace-time — within the frame-
work of the existing economic system.

For each capitalist, or group of capitalists, is
in ruthless competition with other capitalists.
The big industries are trying to drive the small
industries to the wall. The manufacturers of
one kind of metal compete with manufacturers
of substitute metals. Far from being interested
in planning and coordinating the production of
each industry as a whole, the few big competing
corporations within the industry try to wipe each
other out and gain complete control.

There can be no question of the necessity for
the reorganization of industry in order to provide
jobs for the workers. But it is pursuing an illu-
sion to believe that this can be satisfactorily ac-
complished without first divesting the monopoly
owners of their control. For, even should the
capitalists succeed temporarily in meeting the
immediate crisis of priorities, new and worse
crises are certain to follow.

For it is impossible, except on a most limited
scale, to separate the problem of priorities un-
employment from the general condition of the
decline and decay of capitalism as a whole.

That is why any feasible and sound plan to
combat priorities unemployment must first of all
deal with the question: Who will control and man-
age industry?

WHO SHALL CONTROL INDUSTRY?

It is clear that the owning class is incapable
of planning and coordinating production in the
interests of the masses of people. Their control
has led to priorities unemployment as only the
most recent addition to all the other monstrous
evils of the existing social order. '

Only the working class, upon -whom all pro-
duction and distribution depends in the first
place; can possibly organize and manage indus-
try in the interests of the people as a whole.

Today, the only realistic beginnings of a solu-
tion to the workers’ problems, of which priorities
unemployment is the most imimediate and press-

ing one, 1s contained in the slogan of the Social-
ist Workers Party:

Expropriate the war industries and operate
them under the control and management of the
workers!

But in the meantime, the workers must be
provided for when they become unemployed. They
cannot sit idle waiting for long-term solutions
to their problems and their immediate suffering,
as a consequence of joblessness, must be allevia-
ted.

AN IMMEDIATE DEMAND

Are the workers to suffer hunger and priva-
tion because of the mismanagement and greed
of the ruling class?

Regardless of what the owning class and gov-
ernment do with respect to the management of
industry, the workers must not starve or face
the winter without decent homes, clothing, blank-
ets, fuel.

If the government and the bosses cannot pro-
vide jobs for the workers, then they must never-
theless continue to provide the workers with
the means of subsistence.

Every worker deprived of the right to work
by prioritiés unemployment must receive from
the government relief in the form of money
equivalent to the wages he normally would re-
ceive in private industry, and no less than union
wages.

This is the demand Whlch the organized work-
ers, all the trade unions, must raise and fight
for. Regardless of what promises and plans the
government puts forth for a future solution to
the problem of priorities unemployment, the vie-
tims of such unemployment must be decently
fed, clothed, and housed now.

To secure this demand, more will be required
of the unions than a simple plea to the “humani-
tarian” instinets of the government officials.

. Mass pressure and mass action of the workers

alone will force the government to provide de-
cent incomes for the millions of workers who
will shortly be jobless.

This immediate program must be placed on
the .agenda of every union which is forced to
deal with priorities unemployment.

highest morale and the greatest courage the Red .Army has.been. - .

Reactionary Republican Governor Stassen, of Minnesota, on
~October 16 joined Roosevelt and flfteen other states governors in

industries.

“I . . . call upon Minnesota employers to provide suitable
employment and participation in defense industries to all qualified
workers, without regard to race, creed or color. . .” Stassen de-

clared.

Governor Stassen Of Minnesota Practices For The Presidency

Just what Stassen proposes to do about enforcing his “call”

"is indicated by the fact that he recently informed a committee
a statement condemning Tacial dlscrlmmatmn in the defense '“of Negroes that he would continue the policy of excluding Ne-

" groes from the existing regiments of the Home-Guards in Min-

nesota. To appease the anger of the Negro voters in Minnesota,
Stassen offered, instead, to set up a special segregated Negro
regiment. This proposal for segregation was turned down, and
Negroes continue to be denied membership in the Home-Guard in

" Minnesota.

©

Stassen, like Roosevelt, enforces the most outrageous Jim-
Crow system in the armed forces over which he has direct con-
trol, and then hypocrltlcaily “calls” upon the reactionary em-

ployers to cease discrimination in industry.

Stassen has his eye on the Republican nomination for Presi-
dent in 1944. But it can be taken for granted that like Roose-
velt, he will do no more than issue statements, and these only"
under compulsion. -

inevitable development which no threats and no rules can elimin-
ate or prevent.

Effect of Leadership On Morale '

Unable to tell the truth about the basic cause of low morale
and indifference, the apologists for the administration resort to
discussion and explanation of secondary factors.

Both McNair and Baldwin argue, for example, that poor
leadership on the part of many officers is responsible for the
low morale of the ranks of the army.

According to Baldwin, “if this be solved the rest of the -
problems will in turn be solved.” He says that in the opinion of
officers at the maneuvers “from this problem (of leadership),
all others stem. . . Good leaders produce good troops despite
adversity. We have toc few leaders in our military and. the
Army knows it. The units having poor leaders have poor morale;
they are poorly trained and they make tactical mistakes. The
good units stand out by reason of their leadership.” Elsewhere
Baldwin says the men “are resentful of what they consider lack
of imagination and torpidity in training. . . Too often with in-
efficient officers and obsolete equipment, the men say they are
wasting their time, and they do not like it.”

‘To be sure, incompetent leadership plays an important part
in preventing high morale — but it is ridiculous and false to pre-
tend that this contributing factor is the main reason.

Men who have no faith in a cause are not going to take

to it much more eagerly because they are given leaders who
know their technical business. Soldiers who see no reason
to lay down their lives for a war that they feel is not in
their interests are not going to be transformed into eager
and enthusiastic fighters only because they are provided with
officers who will be efficient in leading them in such a war.

Baldwin claims that the men are discontented and indiffer-

ent because they don’t know what is coming next. “Spotty

morale stems fron' the present anomalous situation of being in *
a shooting war, but not of it; it is, in one sense, a reflection of -

the nation’s attitude.” And in another place: “If the country
is going to fight Germany on land, they (the men) want to do
the job and get it over with. If not, they want to go home,
they say.”

To believe Baldwm, it isn’t the war the draftees object to,
but the delay and indecision. Let’s get it over with, is the at-
titude he ascribes to them.

The situation Baldwin describes is partially responsible for
low morale — but only partially. Many draftees do express this
viewpoint, but only in the way that a patient in a hospital, await-
ing a dangerous operation, complains that he wishes it were
over, whether he lives or dies; he doesn’t really mean it. The
men feel they are in a trap, they fear they will have to go to
war even though they don’t want to; this explains the
the better” attitude.

To dismiss this as a major reason for low morale is correct,
but to ignore it altogether as an indication of what may hap-
pen in the future would be a mistake. :

The Army’s ‘Solution’ of Morale

For the General Staff and experts like Baldwin — who are
as expert in concealing facts as in revealing them — have noted
that restless, discontented soldiers who want “to get it over
with,” show a much higher morale when “something is doing”
than when they are just going through routine training in camp.

“The men are willing and -eager in the field, yet they have
little real interest-in the Army,” says Baldwin. “They have one

“sooner. .

compelling desire, to get out and get home as rapidly as pos-
sible. The men are bored — not during maneuvers; these give
them an outlet for their energies and natural initiative — but
at home stations.” Most of the officers praised the efforts of
the soldiers in the field — efforts which contrasted strongly
with their behavior at their home stations. “In these maneuvers
the men have ‘put out’.”

“The American soldier is at his best when he is given a
hard job to do; the spirit of the troops is undoubtedly better
in these tangled woodlands and muddy swamps of Louisiana than
it is at their home camps.”

. And from this Baldwin and the General Staff draw an im-
portant conclusion for “solving” the problem of morale:

“The present difficulties would probably quickly be cured
if the Army were to.engage in active combat. . .”

, “These faults are all curable; the Army recognizes them,
and is trying to do something about them. And now that the
service extension debate is past, now that the country is en-
gaged in a shooting war at sea, now that the Army is procuring
equipment and progressing to a more thorough study of modern
war, it seems likely the worst of the morale troubles are over.
Unless the present inaction should long continue, or the Army
should fail to remedy the faults outlined above.”

In other words, GET INTO THE WAR AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE is the Army’s answer to low morale.

Again, there is a certain amount of logic in this cold-blooded
approach to the problem. Once the war has begun and the men’s
lives are in danger, there will be a much greater response to
discipline. Much of the feeling of indifference will disappear.
Men will, for a time at least, obey commands more quickly, for
they will not want to be killed or bring danger to their com-
rades by errors or mistakes.

But this kind of morale can last only so long. It will be
the kind of discipline slaves are taught; it will be a discipline
imposed from without, by the exigencies of the situation. And
it will be only skin deep. For it will not be based in any
way on support or agreement with the war program, and
it will never elicit enthusiasm or initiative. Aroused only
by the desire for self-preservation, it will evaporate when
the men feel safe from reprisals or when they feel that mere:
obedience is not enough to save them.

This is the program of the Army for raising the morale of
the men. It is a confession of bankruptcy, an admission that
the administration feels it cannot win the support of the draftees,
that it has no ideal and no cause to offer them.

How They Will ‘Improve’ the Leadership

The General Staff recognizes the need for improving the
leadership. “I feel emphatically,” said McNair, “that leadership
and command ean and must be improved.” He said that so far
as he knew, “no drastic purge of weak leaders is contemplated”
but “it seems reasonable and probable that leadership will be
improved by removal of weak officers as developments warrant
in each case.

But it would be a mistake to assume that the administration
complaint against many of the officers is confined only to their
technical ignorance or lack of leadership qualities. When they
say some of the officers are “weak”, they mean not only in ex-
perience and training, but also in their relations with the army
ranks.

Baldwin concretizes these complaints: “Too often Guard of-
ficers and enlisted men can be seen drinking together, . ‘.'KSalujting‘
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is done on duty, rarely at other times. . .

“Particularly in many National Guard units, where, in some
instances officers and men take their recreation together, and
among Reserve officers who too often forget the inherent dignity
of their rank, there is a tendency to regard an order casually.

“Top sergeants of the old Army are said to be in despair. If
a sergeant or a company commander comes down too hard on
the recruit, the recruit is likely to write to his Congressman,
which used to be a court-martial offense. Today, as likely as
not, it will be the top sergeant or the company commander who
will get the official reprimand, not the ‘rookie’.”

The “purge” is underway, according to Baldwin, although
he warns that “a professional officer class in great numbers
cannot be turned out overnight.” ‘

This purge will be directed as much toward increasing for-
mal, harsh discipline as toward raising the military level of the
officer leadership. No more officers will be permitted to deal
with the men as though they were human beings; martinets will
no longer be “in despair”; soldiers will learn not to write to
their Congressmen; a real “professional officer class” -— con-
temptuous 6f the interests of the men, concerned only with en-
forcing discipline to the letter of the law — will be in the saddle,.
and the problem of leadership will have been “solved”.

Take care of the question of leadership, the Army officer
caste says, and you will be taking care of everything else. By
this they don’t mean %rowdmg a leadership that the men will
have confidence in because they take care of the men’s interests
wherever possible. They mean separating the officers even fur-
ther from the men than they are now; punishing those who for-
get “the inherent dignity of their rank”; putting a premium on
harshness. '

And they really expect to improve the morale of the
rank and file this way!

The Army has had a year of conscription. That experience
has shown not only that the warmongers have no desire to build
the kind of army that will destroy fascism, but also that it is
incapable of building such an army.

S.W.P. Military Policy Has the Answer

The military policy of the Socialist Workers Party retains
the full significance it had when first presented over a year ago.
If anything, a year of conscription under Roosevelt has proved
that ours is the only program of mlhtary training that can
serve the interests of the working class.

Our program alone has the answer to morale and trained
and trusted leadership. :

It calls for:

Military training of workers, financed by the govern-
ment, but under control of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the government but controlled
by the trade unions, to train workers to become ofﬁcers.

A system of such military training, controlled by the workers
organizations, would evoke their complete support and their ini-
tiative.. Feeling they would have something to say about what
happened to them, the morale of the worker-soldiers would be
high. With worker-officers selected from their own ranks, men
whom they had learned to trust and respect as shop-stewards
and factory committeemen, they would be prepared to support
and follow their leaders in struggle.

Such a force would have none of the weaknesses of the

draftee Army. It would be strong enough in every respect to. mpe

fasc1sm off the face of the earth.
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“LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN
e CANNOT EMANCIPATE ITSHLF
\VHERF LABOR WITH A BLACK

SKIN S BRANDED”

’Negro Struggle
By ALBERT PARKER

Churchill and the Negroes

William Pickens, A. Philip Randolph and others
who support the war program as a “war for
democracy” leap into print every time something
happens which shows that Hitlerism is a threat
to the interests of the Negro people. But they
never have a word to say any more about the
British Empire and its attitude toward the Negro
people.

Both Pickens 'and Randolph are leading mem-
bers of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People. The NAACP has just
issued a -letter addressed to Prime Minister
Churchill describing five types of racial discrim-
ination against Negroes being practiced by Brit-
ish agencies in this country.

But neither Pickens nor Randolph will make
any attempt to answer this letter or deny what
it says or to explain how it is that a govern-
ment which is supposed to be fighting for “dem-
ocracy” is guilty of the same kind of discrimin-
ation practiced by the Nazis against the racial
minorities under their control. They will answer
this indictment of British imperialism with si-
lence — as they do all other questions which ex-
pose the fraud in their talk about a war for
democracy.

The charges in the NAACP letter show that
the acts of discrimination complained of are not
isolated or accidental cases of Jim Crowism, but
rather parts of a larger pattern which reflects
the views of the British government. Let us
briefly review them: '

Five Kinds of British Jim Crow

- 1. Charles M. Ashe, fully qualified commer-
cigl pilot and instructor, was refused by the
British Air Commission in Washington a job
ferrying bombers from this country to England,
" solely because of his color. He was told that
according to the regulations of the RAF Ferry
Command “all applicants must be of the white
race.

2. Dr. Walter W. King of New York Clty
volunteered through the American Red Cross, in
response to recent appeals from England for
American doctors, to serve in England. He was
rejected solely because of his color. He was
told by the Red Cross: “It is true that only white
citizens of the United States are eligible for
the Doctors for Britain project. . The American
Red Cross did not set the standards which are
being followed. The American Red Cross is act-
ing upon instructions and cannot deviate.”

3. The NAACP letter continues, “Touching
appeals have been made to Americans to con-
tribute "their blood to blood banks to be sent to
save the lives of men, women and children in
Great Brltam who, without such. e};d,rwou}d die. .
from gievous wounds inflicted by Nazi bombs.
Instructions have come to the United States from
Great Britain, we are informed, that only ‘white’
blood is wanted. Does this mean that English -
men, women and children would prefer dying to
living, if the balance in favor of life is non-
Aryan blood?”

4. The British government has asked the Uni-
ted States government to refuse to send any
Negroes, regardless of qualifications, to help
build naval and air bases in islands of the Brit-
ish West Indies, and “visas are denied by British
consulates to highly qualified American Negroes
who wish to work in the British Caribbean Is-
lands.” The NAACP letter, after pointing out
that Negroes form 90 to 95% of the population
of these islands, asks: “Does the British Govern-
ment bar these American Negroes lest the ex-
ample of qualified Negroes filling executive and
other official positions arouse too great ambi-
tion on the part of underprivileged Negro Biitish
subjects in these islands?”

b. The British Purchasing Commission in
Washington has turned down all Negro appli-
cants for employment, regardless of their quali-
fications, just as it-has discriminated against
Jews, South Irish and Germans.

The NAACP press release on its letter to

" Churchill concludes with the statement: “No an-
swer has yet been received.” We do not guar-

" antee that no answer will be received in the fu-
ture, but we are positive that no satisfactory an-
swer will ever come from Churchill. For Church-
ill is in full accord with the policies being carried
out by his agents in the United States.

Those who have any doubts on this seore need
only read what he had to say about his much-
publicized Eight Point “Atlantie Charter” with
Boosevelt.

\ Deputy Prime Minister Clement Atlee, head
of the British Labor Party, who supports Church-
ill’s war and tries to cover up its reactionary
character, shot off his mouth that “Colored races,
as well as white, will share the benefits of the
‘Churchill-Roosevelt Atlantic Charter” and that
after the war there will be “an ever-increasing
measure of self-government in Africa and.

an ever-rising standard of life for all the peo-
ples of Africa. . .”

A few days later\ Churchill: set the record .

straight on this question, for he would rather
be honest. than have the colonial people getting
any false ideas and taking all the talk about
democracy too seriously.

“At the Atlantic meeting,” he said, according
to a censored report from the London correspond-
ent of the Pittsburgh Cotuirier, “we had in mind
primarily restoration of the sovereignty, self-
government and national life of the States and
nations of Europe. .. That is quite a separate
problem from the progressive evolution of self-
governing institutions in the regions and peoples
which owe allegiance to the British Crown.”

When Pickens, Randolph and Co. remain silent
on such questions, they help only to conceal the

reactionary character of the British imperialism -

they want the masses to defend. Treacherous

polities of this kind leads in the end to betrayal .

of the interests of the masses in their struggle
agamst Jlm Crow at home. ‘
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1 U.S,S.R. cannot possibly sustain

-does

several months there have been

increasing cost of living.

force demands for higher wages.
The strike followed a deadlock
in negotiations between the work-
ers and the management which
had been carried on for some
time.

This strike coincided with the
ending of another of several
thousand workers of the China
General Omnibus Company, a
Sassoon enterprise which holds
the monopely franchise for bus
transportation in the Internation-
al Settlement. ‘

OMNIBUS WORKERS’
TFOURTH STRIKE

The omnibus workers secured

a 20 per cent increase in their
cost of living allowance and the
company agreed to” base future
increases on the Shanghai Muni-
cipal Council’s- cost of living in-
dex, Other gains were a revision
of the bus schedules to effect a
reduction of working hours and
payment of half their wages for
the time they were on strike. The
strike lasted for five days. This

workers on strike in an effort to raise their wages to meet the

At the Shanghai Stevedoring Company, an American con-
cern and one of the largest of its kind in the ¢ity, 6500 workers
went on strike August 30 to en-*

Strikes Sweep

Shan;

By ROBERT L. BIRCHMAN
A wave of strikes swept the city. of Shanghai during the
entire summer and is still continuing, according to the reports
appearing ‘in the China Weekly Review, American-owned week-
ly'news magazine published in that city. Nearly every day for

at least several hundréd Chinese

workers this year.

French Club was settled early in
September with substantial eco-
nomic gains for the workers. The
strike of several thousand work-

cluding the China Press, which
was obliged to appear in abbrevi-
ated form for three days, was
similarly settled.

A new strike followed when

2,000 art printers quit their jobs

tion of demands for higher wages.
Several thousands workers at
the Sassoon Hotels were still on
strike the middle of September
after having been out for three
weeks. The strike started when
eighteen of their leaders were ar-
rested by the French police, The
Sassoon interests, owners of the
hotels, attempted to break the
strike by employing several hun-
dred German emigres as strike
breakers,
The strike of the workers at
the Shanghai and Hongkew

A strike of workers at the.

ers in the printing industry, in.

after failure to secure satisfac-

hal

Workers Demand Wase Increases To Meet Added Living Costs

stuker-s added to their former de-
mands for increased wages to
.meet the cost of living, a demand
for compensation to the family
of a fellow-worker who was kill-
ed when.the Shanghai Municipa!
Police. fired on them on August
20, also compensation for the five
workers who were injured.

COST OF LIVING
SKYROCKETING

The freezing c¢f Japanese as-
sets by Great- Britain and the
‘United States and the consequent
further decline in the exchange
value of the CHinese dollar
brought about further sharp in-
creases in the August cost of liv-
ing indices for Shanghai as pre-

Council. According to the S.M.C.
report, additional consequences
were the flight of capital to com-
modities, speculative hoarding
and household hoarding.

The general cost of living in-
dex of Chinese workers, with the
1986 base figure as 100, rose to
885.55 in August as compared
with 800.32 for July, a rise of

85,23 points or 10.65 per cent. |

The purchasing power of the
Chinese dollar. slipped to 11.29
cents, the lowest yet. The food
index, only 21 points short of the
1,000 mark, recorded a rise of
109.53 points. Housing went up
26,03 points and clothing 47.31

was the fourth strike of these

Wharf was still in progress, The

points. Items under the miscel-

pared by the Shanghai Municipal"

be changed to read “leaders”.

\hOL
vious handicaps,

every

Two :Corrections

Two errors in proof-reading in the last issue of THE
MILITANT were so serious ‘that they lost the sense of the
hought intended, and therefore require correction.

In the important political resolution-adopted by the Ple-
num-Active Workers Conference of the Socialist Workers
Party in Chicago last week, prmled on page 3 of our Oct
18 issue, the tol owing. corrections should be made:

Under point No. 6, the word italicized in the sentence
“The party which aims at the conquesf of power,
operate with casual members and dilletante members

Under point No. 13, where the sentence now reads “Only
‘our program explains to the perplexed Stalinist warkers.
how Stalin beheaded the Red Army and left the Soviet Union
leaders in industry and agriculture. .

1 be substituted for the word “leaders

The staff of THE MILITANT is working under ob-
with somé of its members inimobilized in
Minneapolis because of the trial. -
safeguard in the future” against such- errors, which
have appeared too often in our paper.in recent weeks.

. cannot
should

, the word “leaderless”

But it promises to take

laneous heading rose 85.16 points,

In an editorial on the subject
of the cost of living in Shanghai,
the Chinese-American Daily News
urged the authorities of the In-
ternational’ Settlement ‘to adown*
effective measures to suppress
profiteering. It attributed the
further increases in commodity
prices to curtailment of the sup-

ply of foreign exchange as g re-
sult of the freezing orders; anxi-

ety over a pos sible Japanese

‘Al

‘No one can now deny that
catastrophic losses.

agricultural centers. And, just

tions equipped with the best de-
fensne fmhﬁ(auons

At thls wutmg the Red Almy
has not yet checked the Fascist
thrust. But whether it will or
not, whether Hitler possesses un-
tapped reserves or must soon halt,
the remaining territories of the

and supply a military machine of
sufficient strength and size to
seriously chalenge the might of
occupied Europe.

Catastrophe has not yet over-
taken the Soviet Union, but it
draws closer daily.

All this takes place in spite of
the undeniable solidarity of the
European workers with the Red
Army; in spite of loud and fre-
quent proclamations of support
from the world’s greatest imperial-
ist powers -— Great Britain and
the United States. With such
mighty and wealthy allies, how
it happen that the Soviet
Union finds itself in the present
military crisis? The answer is
that neither the strength of the
workers nor the wealth of the im-
perialists have actually been mo-
bilized in . sypport of the hard-
pressed Red Army. From the im-
perialists, the Soviet Union has
received nothing hut lip seryice.
And, tragically, this situation
flows directly frém the incumbent
leadership in the Soviet Union
itself — from Stalin and his
Kremlin cligue.

A large section of the working

No matter how the retreating forces of the
Red Army may regroup themselves, their striking power has
been blunted and their capacity for further resistance weakened.
Hitler is now in control of vast sections of western Russia,
sections which constituted the most important industrial and

sense, the enemy has occupied sec-*

-agencies, including the Third In-

class of the world is for the vic-

the Soviet Union has suffered

as important in an immediate

tory of the Red Army. Likewise,
a section of the class-conscious
bosses of “ thé' world rare‘hoping
that Hitler fails at this particular
juncture in his avowed plan of
destroying the Red Army. Each
class is interested in Hitler's de-
feat, but for different reasons. It
is Stalin’s crime that he has tied
the workers’ cause to the bosges’
cause.

The Kremlin, through all its
ternational, smothers independent
wor‘kers action, harnesgses prole-
tarian energies into the boss ap-
paratus and thus makes the So-
viet Union dependent upon such
aid as the bogses are willing to
render. In other words, the Soviet
Union will receive the type and
amount of aid that serves the in-
terests of the imperialists, not
the interests of the workers. And
their interests are not the same,
but, on the contrary, diametrically
opposed.

WHAT THE
IMPERIALISTS WANT

The aim of the imperialists is;
the defeat of Hitler, along with
the simultaneous exhaustion of
the Seviet Unjon. They will never
allow the flow of materials in
such valume as would strengthen
the Soviet Union to the  point
where it could score a decigive
victory over Hitler. In short, the
American and British rulers are
for the defeat of Hitler and the
Soviet Union Loth!

That is the program that Stalin
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ies’ Won't Help The USSR

Stalin Calls On ‘Democraczes Ignormg World Working Class

By MICHAEL COQORT

and his Comintern embrace and
force upon the workers!
Understanding this simple class
aim of the bosses, can there be
any bewilderment; at Churchill’s
vaelllatlon irit ‘dlnfr effective
aid to his “allv”" ‘

The Soviet-German war is four
months old. What aid have the
Red Armies.received from their
“allies” in this time? As to actual
number of guns and planes there
is no way of checking, though we
know they are definitely few.
However, the broad military stra-
tegy of the imperialists is some-
thing that is concealed only from
the Soviet masses.

According to Stalin, the most
effective aid that could be ren-
dered the struggling Red  Army
would be the opening of a “west-
ern {ront.” Churchill steadfastly
refuses to do even this for the
Kremlin, France and the low
countries seethe with revolt
against the Germans. Hitler holds
these peoples with the fewest pos-
sible number of troops. Stalin
and all his lackeys. shout: “The
moment is propitious! Invade Eu-
rope!”

- Churchill resists pressure for
such a move and pleads military
impotence. Irrespective of the
strength of DBritain’s military
forces, Churchill will nof save
the life of a single Red soldier
if he can help it. He has nothing
but praise for Red heroism, and

kslightly

he “honestly hopes” Soviet res-

istence will continue. But the last
thing he wants to see is a decisive
vietory for the Red Army. That
would indeed lLe a nightmare for
him.

The British "talk much of the
middle-east. Here the situation is
different. Their «posses-
sions in Suez and Syria and India

are directly,. Lue:;;eryd and, the,n_

cooperation witli the Red Army
is correspondingly closer. )

Jointly with Soviet forces they
occupy Iran and even talk of
sending an expeditionary force to
help defend the Caucusus. In such
a maneuver they would be de-
fending their own immediale in-
terests in the middle-east, But
there 1is. anolher consideration
that is of primary importance.
Tike British forces would be fight-
ing on strategic Soviet territory!

CHURCHILL STILL HATES
THE WORKERS STATE
Once before, Churchill directed

‘British' operations upon Soviet

ground—during the wars of inter-
vention in 1919 and 1920. This
time, however, Churchill desires
to come dressed as an ally,
to take up in earnest the task
that he was forced to abandon
in 1920 — the annihilation of the
workers state, the restoration of
Russian capitalism under . the
thumb of the British Empire.

The capitalist press tells of BEF
landings in Archangel. Churchill
knows Archangel well. That was

spring

blookade 01' the
the Far BEast which may lead to
a disruption of the supply of im-
ported goods.

. The exchange factor, however,

did not warrant general price in-
creases, the paper asserted, be- |

cause most daily necessities have

no relationship to foreign ex-}
change, being produced in China. }

The paper stated that the work:
ing classes “deserve deepest sym-
pathy”, but they must realize the

importance of their mission and:

not let themselves be exploited by
their real enemy, who has brought
on-them all their suffering.
This is a reference to the cur-
rent. wave of strikes, which the
Wang Ching Wei puppet regime
is endeavoring to exploit for poli-

tical ends and which arose due to |

the failure of wages to keep pace
with the rise in living costs.

‘the site of his previous opera.

tions. Before, he met gunshot

from Soviet guerrillas. This time|

he receives a hero’s welcome.

If .Churchill sends troops into .

the Caucasus: or Archangel; it s

ine order - tp 1lace himself in a-

posnlon to strme at both his im-
perialist 11val, Hitler, and when
the opportune moment comes, his
class enemy, the Soviet Union. °

The story of the eastern front
is parallel.
ialists are poised like jackals tu
upon Siheria when it ap-
pears safe to do so. Stalin hopes
to secure this front with the aid
of the American imperialists.
Roosevelt hags plans of his ov(}n.

with the fruits of ‘“complete eol-
laboration” with the imperialist
“democraecies,” but he has no
choice in the matter, He is a cap-
tive of Churchill and Roosevelt.
The dynamics of class collabor-
ation have brought him inexeor-
ably to this state. In his desper:

ate struggle to maintain himself”

in power at all costg, he has sae-
rificed all the vital interests of
the Saviet Union. Stalinism i
the greatest internal obstacle to

the genuine defense of the USSR.|

Only if this obstacle is removed
can the Soviet Union be saved

from the abyse into which Stalin

is now leading it.

on charges of “conspiring to

COMMITTEE

I enclose

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO:

THE CIVIL RIGHTS DEFENSE

Room 809, 160 Fifth Ave., New York City I

. for your Defense Fund |

ight The
Federal Prosecution

29 people—members of the Socialist Worke rs Party and the leaders of Motor Transpoft
and Allied Woxkers lndustrlal Union, Local 544-ClO have been 1nd1cted in Minnesota

overthrow the government.”

This sweeping attack upon civil liberties and labor’s rights must be repelled! The
job of defending the victims of this prosecution is up to the warkers themselves. Roose-
velt’s administration isn’t subsidizing this defense project.

Aid the defendants by giving promptly and generously to their Defense Fund.

The Government prosecution has been con-

,demned by the

LABOR’S NON-PARTISAN LEAGUE
UNITED AUTO WORKERS
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

NEW REPUBLIC

and other labor and liberal spokesmen

Cl0

NATION

International:
Settlement; the tense situation iin

‘vent “chaos”,

“¢lass Iang'ué,ge
. sounds Just like double-talk.

The Japanese imper-|

Social Patriots
Call for ‘Unity
O‘f LaBer_fOr . war

S By JACK WEBER &
The Churchills Look Ahead

The social democrats of every land yield to
no one in their hatred of Hitler. Their entire
creed sums itself up around this platform — down
with Hitler! So flerce is their hatred that it
cannot contain itself, ‘but extends to hatred of
the entire nation over which Hitler now rules.
The social patriots are fearful.that the master
class' will not know how to treat Germany when
Hitler is finally defeated by the democracies.
Their great anxiety nowadays is therefore to ad-
vise the capitalists (beg pardon, the democrats!)
on just what measures to adopt against a de-
feated Germany. ’

The Churchills aye, however, quite foresight-
ed when it comes to the game of politics. They
view the problems of war and'of the post-war
era from a consistent class angle. They try to
prepare the ground long in advance for all even-
tualities. One of the consequences of the de-
feat of Hitler worries them exceedingly. What
will the workers and the masses of Germany.do
after such a defeat? The veriest tyro in poli-
tics is aware that revolution in Germany would
then sweep all before it, and that such a revolu-
tion could not stop short of the taking of .power
by the proletariat to huild a socialist society.

Churchill has no intention whatever of fight-
ing 'Hitler in order to hand the power over to
the working class. His zoncern is to preserve the
capitalist system, but with English imperialism
as top dog. Hence the English prime minister,
looking ahead, attempts to psychologize the Eng-
hsh masses in such a way that he will he able
to use them not only against Hitler but against’
the German workers at a later date,

Function of Labor Lieutenants

‘This is.the aim that is furthered by the. so-
cial patriotic camp followers of the master class.
All their discussions of war aims and of the ar-
rangement and adjustment of the post-war world
concede to the Allied imperialists the right, nay
duty, to patrol all Europe after the war to pre-
In reality this concedes the right
to continue chaos and to reestablish it as a sys-
tem.

Support for the Roosevelts and the Churchills
means support for this fundamental policy which .
flows inévitably from the aims of the capitalists
in’ the war, Naturally, however, it would hard-
ly do for the war-makers to state their aims in
this bald fashion. These need re-interpretation
and. quite a bit of polishing-up before. being
served as mental food to the toilers. That is pre-
cisely where the social democrats come in, Their
funection is - to talk capltahst ideas in Workmg

ge."'That is why what they say’

"We have, the perfect example of this in the
message sent by the new Australian Premier,

“John Curtin, to his co-workers of the New Lead-

er in this country. How proud they are to place
his words: at the top of their paper! The very
last ‘sehtence of his cable is printed in bold, big
lett,ers ‘{The unity of labor in eommon purpose
throughout the world alone will save civiliza-
tion.” And this leader of the Australian Labor
Pa,lty sends his message — so he says — “on

. behalf of.a solid, united labor move t.” hat
Stalin can hardly be elated{ nen e

is the common purpose? Labor “has been in-
flexible in its determination to play the fullest
part in the maximum war effort by Australia.

- The Labor Government stands by Australia, just

as Australia stands with the Empire and her
Allies in resisting aggression wherever the rights
and privileges of freedom-loving people are im-
perilled anywhere in the world.”

Unity — OGn What Program?

Just in case you ‘did not know what the war
was all about, Curtin enlightens you. *Those
rights and privileges (granted by whom?) in-
clude . the right of association in trade unions,
and of collective bargaining — enjoyed by Brit-
ish workmen for almest half a century. Those
rights symbolize the democracy for which we
are fighting.”

Talking in®terms of unity, the real achlevement
of thé Curting is to bring about disunity every-
where, They feel unity and act accordingly, not
With the German workers (whom they helped be- .
tray to Hitler), but with the imperial British ,
masters. Their unity is not with the Hindu and
Indian masses ground inte the dust,. but with«
the aoppressors of these masses, Every step the
Curting take (in and out of England) is caleula- -
ted to keep the English workers and the colonial
peoples apart, not to bring them together.

- On what program would Curtin propose that
the workers everywhere should unite to save:
civilization? Does he propose to the German -
workers that they fight Hitler in order to give
the victory to Churchill? Yet that is the only -
purpose contained in all that the Curtins do and
all that they say — vietory for British imperial- "
ism. To the German workers that means only.,
a worse Versailles and a worse form of slavery’
in Europe, Shall the European working clags-
unite with the labor lieutenants to enable the’
Allied armies to patrol their lands and keep
“order ?”

It is absolutely correct to say that the umty
of labor in common purpose throughout the world.
alone will save civilization. That unity can be
achieved only on the basis of a working. class:

_program. But the very. essence of such a pro-.

gram is its unalterable opposition to the schemes’
and actions of the capitalist class, at home and

abroad. Unity can only be obtained by reaching’
across all borders, in spite of all the Churchills:
and all their assistants, to create solidarity of
worker to worker in order to oppose and frus-’

trate the oppressor aims of .all the exploiters,

whether in the fascist camp .or in the “democra-

tic” camp. The German workers must be ass
sured of support in their commg struggles}
agamst their masters. :
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'To defend the USSR as the main

fortress of the world proletariat,

against all assaults of world imperial-
ism and of internal counter-revolution,
is the most important duty of every

class conscious worker.

—LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers. '
‘Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.
Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.
A peoples’ referendum on any and all
wars.
Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.
For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.
Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.
An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.
A Workers’ and Farmers’
ment.

1.

Govern-

—
—

———

.

Concentration Camps
and ‘Democracy’s’ War

It may prove dkist'urbing to some liberals  who
have been proclaiming that this is a war for democ-
racy-to learn that one of the preparatory steps for
the war is the erection of concentration camps for
the internment of anti-war elements When the war
1is in progress.

One of these camps, about the construction of

which the War Department has attempted to main-
tain secrecy, is admitted by Brig. General Phillip-
son of the Second Corps Area to be near comple-
tion at Camp Upton. (New York Times, Oct. 18).

General Phillipson stated that the huge prison
camp is “for the safeguarding of such aliers as
the War Department may deem necessary to hold.”

No one is fooled by the use of the word “alien”
in this connection. Hitler, too, claims that his
concentration camps are reserved for
‘enemies of the Reich’, ‘Jews and other foreizners.’

These camps are intended for political oppon-
ents of the Administration, particularly werking-
class fighters against the war, for militant union-
ists who lead struggles agamst the anti-labor con-
sequences of the war — in a word, for zll those
whom the War Department “deems” an obstruc-
tion to the totalitarian conduct of the war.

Let us remind the naive liberal who may repeat
that these camps are “only” for aliens, that many
infringements on basic rights and liberties are first

" introduced as measures against “aliens”.

Such is the history of the Smith Act of 1940,
which, its authors “declared, was directed solely

t “aliens”. Yet, the very first use of this act is
in the government’s “seditious conspiracy” prose-
cution of 28 union and working-class party lead-
ers, only one of whom is considered a non-citizen.
Indeed, most of the indicted anti-war labor leaders
are native-born; some of them trace their ances-

"try in this country back for generations; several )
- of them fought in the ranks of the U. S. Army

during the last war.
No, the War Department’s concentratlon camps
are not intended, any more than was the Smith

7 Act, for aliens “only”.. They are intended to serve

the -same purposes as Hitler’s vile prison camps.
They are for the suppression, above all, of mili-
‘tant workers who-dare to oppose the ruling class
and its aims.

A matter for further disquiet to the liberals
“should be the fact that the War Department will
_be the agency to determine who is to be confined
_in these camps. The War Department is not a nor-
mal judicial agency It does not give trials. Those
it selects as “guests” of: Its concentration camps

“aliens” ,

may simply be carted off, on a mere decree of the
reactionary War Department ¢fficials, and con-
fined without trial or appeal.

To liberal and progressive opirion the world
over, the concentration camp symbolizes all that
is most repressive of human rights, most character-
istic of totalitarian terrorism.

[t is not unnatural that the American ruling
class, as it prepares to go to war for its reaction-
ary imperialist interests, should at the same time
adopt those vicious institutions like the concentra-
tion camp, which are the hall-mark of undemocra-
tic regimes everywhere. .

War for democracy? How is democracy served

by a war whose immediate consequences are the |

destruction of civil liberties, the violation of the
rights of free speech and press, arbitrary arrests,
confinement without trial in Hitlerian concentra-
tion camps? ¢

Tt cannot be argued that these things are an
unnatural and temporary by-product of the war.
They are, in the nature of the case, an integral
part of the war, as the war itself is an integral part
of the operations of capitalism.

Concentration camps! These are the realities of
the war, and not the airy abstractions of “democ-
racy” and ‘liberty’ and ‘freedom’ which the pro-
war liberals prate about,

On Revolutions

The nation’s capitalist press expressed consider-
able approval of the political revolution down in
Panama. » ‘

Contrary to their usual tone, the boss papers did
not greet this revolution with preachments about
‘orderly processes’, ‘democratic procedure’, ‘vio-
lence and bloodshed.’

This revolution was simply the forceful deposi-
tion of the duly-elected president by an opponent
political clique. The people did not vote him out.
The people did not participate in the revolution
in any way.

- Still the boss press loudly applauded’it.

It seems that Arias, the deposed president, had
banned the arming of American merchani ships
under Panamanian registry. His successor, de la
Guardia, has revoked this ban, an act manifestly
in the interests of American imperialism and its
war preparations.

So we see the rulmg class is really not against
all revolutions. It is'only against those revolutions
in the interests of the workers and common people.

Some revolutions, like the one in.Panama, are
approved by the bosses. The decisive question for
them, in all cases, is: Whose ox is gored? '

The Priee of Men

One of the guiding concepts of the bosses is
contained in their cynical axiom: Every man has
his price.

Their own “principles” are weighed in a scale
which measures values solely in terms of person-
a] gain and material rewards. And they apply
this measure of value, not only to themselves, but
to all individuals.

Thus, it is usually possible to determine the
regard which the bosses hold for any man, what
he is worth to them, by what they pay him for
his services.

Take, for instances, the case of Alfred P. Blair.
He is the former Brewers Union official, who, as
Minnesota- state labor conciliator, recently carried

-out the instructions of the Minnesota bosses and
reactionary Governor Stassen and denied the Min-
neapolis drivers the right to a democratic election
to determine whether they wished to belong to the
CIO or the AFL,

Blair rendered valuable service to the bosses,
the Roosevelt administration and the Stassen
state political machine which are seeking to smash
the militant drivers Local 544 of the CIO.

The destruction of the union which has won
from the bosses tens of millions of dollars in in-
creased ‘'wages and inspired the growth of union-
ism throughout the entire Northwest, is worth a
big price to the bosses: Any man who helps them
in this kind of dirty work can pretty nearly name
his own fee.

Alfred P. Blair has named his fee — not so

~much, when you consider the service he rendered

the bosses — and he has been paid promptly. He
has been given a managerial post as “labor rela-
tions expert,” at a fat salary, for two of the
most notorious anti-labor corporations in the
country.

But if the bosses have rewards in terms of ma-
terial gains for those who aid them, they likewise
have ‘“‘rewards” for those who render’ service to
their opponent class, the workers.

That “reward” is paid in terms of persecution,
physical violence, economic deprivation, slander.
Measure the extent of this type of “reward” which
the bosses give a union man, and one can fairly
accurately determine his worth to labor. '

This, for instance, is the “reward” which the
boss class is now paying the leaders of Local 544-
CIO, unpurchasable men of pr1nc1ple who are de-
voted entirely to the cause of the emancipation of
the working class.

The viciousness of the boss persecution and ter-
rorism, the foul depths of the slander being direct-
ed at these union leaders is a measure in the scale
of workers values, of the priceless services of these
labor leaders to the working class.

To the betrayers of labor, the bosses give money,
soft jobs, easy advancement, prestige. The loyal
fighters for labor they “reward” with frameup
prosecutions, intimidation, and all the iniquitous
practices which the ruling class so fully commands.
In this fashion, the bosses themselves enable the
workers to learn who in labor’s ranks are loyal
to the interests of labor and who are traitors.

o

'Industnal vs. Craft Umomsm

Reprinted from the Industrial Organizer.

British Stalinists Beg
For A Western Front

By L

ganization claims a following of
500,000 workers in shipyards,
steel plants and tank, truck, air-
craft, gun and arnmunition fac-
tories but it is not affiliated to
the Trades Union Congress The
text of the memorandum clearly
indicates that this body is Stal-
inist inspired.

The Memorandum is a shock
to anyone interested in the gen-

and the welfare of the British
working class.

Four months after the invasion
of the Soviet Union by Nazi forces
— at a time when Hitler pounds
at the gates of Moscow — at a
time when one would feel there
must be an end to begging and
crawling at the feet of the Brit-
ish ruling class, the British' Stal-
inists speak up. And what do
they say?

The memorandum deplores the
failure of the British army to
laufich an offensive at Hitler’s
rear. One could expect -that four
months would be enough to con-
vince even the blindest of ‘Stalin’s
followers that the British ruling
class has no stake in the victory
of the Red Army over Hitler's
troops. Churchill and Co. want
nothing beyond the weakening
and destruction of both Hitler and
the Soviet Union.-

Yet this Stalinist-inspired docu-
ment strives tc pm blame ~upon
a section of the imperialist 1u11ng
caste of Great Britain while in
effect exonerating the rest. It dis-
covers that the “presence of the
Halifaxes, Moore-Brabazons and
Margessons is the reason why
there is no second front.”

When will the Stalinist rank
and file realize that the voice of
reaction is the genuine voice of
the rulers of the British Empire?
After it is too late to save the
Soviet Union? The Halifaxes and
Moore-Brabazons will always be
welcome guests at the state func-
tions of imperialist 'Britain; “the
proletariat will never be invited.

WINNING WORKERS’
CONFIDENCE —

FOR THE WAR

“Once the political confidence
of the British workmen has been
won,” continues the memorandum,
“they would display an initiative,
drive and energy that'would in-
crease the production of this
country to an unparalleled ex-
tent.” One can hardly ‘believe
one’s eyes in reading these mon-
strous ‘words. If they have any
meaning at all, they mean that
the Stalinists are ready to pay
any price in return for so much

LYDIA BEIDEL -

According to a London dispatch of October 19, 1500 dele-
gates to a convention of the Engineering and Allied Trades
Shop ‘Stewards have issued a memorandum to Prlme Minister
Churchill demanding the immediate opening of a “western front”
and a reorganization of British industry in order to facilitate
aid to the Soviet Union. This or-*+

uine defense of the Soviet Union,.

Have Already Abandoned the Class Struggle in Hope of A Mere
Promlse That Britain May Be Induced to Open A Western Front

ern front.” They pledge themsel-
ves not only to suspend the class
struggle for the duration of war,
not ounly to reject and oppose all
struggle for the political inde-
pendence of the British working
class, but to rally to the side of
the British imperialists and help
them conquer “the political con-
fidence of British workmen.”

Nor is that all. They promise
Churchill such a conquest of “pol-
itical confidence” as would un-
leash for the imperialist
slaughter! “initiative, drive
and energy that would increase
the production. . , to an unparal-
led extent.”

SETTING A
“PERSONAL EXAMPLE”
Still more, the British govern-

to prove itsel! worthy of any con-
fidence on the part of the masse§
of England. The Stalinists know
this, they even complain about
it not only in England but in the
United States. Nowhere do they
so much as imply that they in-
tend to use even the threat of
organized protest, of strikes, of
‘any 'show of political and eco-
nomic pressure upon the imperial-
ists. No, they pledge in advance
to curb the British working class.
They are ready to leave the deci-
sion solely to the “good will” of
Churchill and Co. Here is their
pledge:

“Council members were told to
do everything in t}leir power by
personal example to attain a three-
fold objective: namely, to assure
for Britain a single plan for war
production, the opening of a sec-
ond front and the strengthening
of the government so as to remove
all existing doubts.” (Our emph-
asis).

And, as if this pledge were not
sufficient, they guarantee to help
the PBEritish imperialists bind the
workers hand and foot in advance
of any promise by Churchill to
open a “western front.”

It iz “no longer enough to dis-
cuss the waste, mismanagement
and mistakes cf the present meth-
ods of control and direction of
production, but rather that men
should apply themselves to the
task of doing a better job.”

This cry for a “western front,”
for which the Stalinists are ready
to pay such a price, — not only
in England, but in America and
elsewhere — is only the latest of |
a series of panaceas which the
Kremlin in its panic has been cir-
culating. ‘

Stalin began by promising .that
Hitler would suffer the fate of

ment, as is well known, has yet |«

man advance. Next the idea was
circulated that the advances ot
Hitler's army were really a devil-
ishly clever trap set up by Krem-
lin. Stalin’s “bait” for this trap
was — the vast areas of Soviet
territory. Hitler, you see, would
bleed to death by penetratmg
deeper and deeper into the heart
of the USSR. Now that Hitler’s
armies are battering at the very

gates of the Kremlin itself, Stalin

has discovered a new panacea —
a “western front.”

The tragic thing is that under
the spell of the old hypnosis —
that is to say, their failure to
distinguish between the Soviet
Union and Stalinism
workers still drag helplessly at
Stalin’s heels hoping against hope
for miracles.

Stalin, the organizer of one de-
feat after another for the
USSR and for the world working
class — is now telling his last
lies," among them the lie that a
western front” .will save the So-
viet Union. , -

No bourgeois government will
ever open a “western front”
against Hitler for the purpose of
saving the first workers state.
Such a-front, if and when opened
by the “democratic” imperialists,
would be designed to serve their
interests and not to rescue the
beleaguered Red Army. Only the
international working class, act-
ing inde‘pend.ently of all capital-
ist political parties and conduct-
ing a struggle against the im-
perialist war, can or will open a
front in the west — a class front
— against imperialist reaction.
That is the only real defense of
the Soviet Union. The real “west-
ern front” is this class front.
Open up this front, open up the
fight for the Socialist United
States of Burope, of the Americas,
of the world — and the Soviet
Union is saved!
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New CRDC Pamphlet
Proves Anti-War Basis

Of Minnesota Trial

By EDITH KANE

WITCH HUNT IN MINNESOTA. The Federal
Prosecution of the Socialist Workers Party and Local
544-CI10, by George E. Novack. Foreword by James
Published by The Civil Rights Defense
Committee. 23 pages. Price 5 cents.

On October 27 in the Federal Court at Minneapolis,
Minnesota, Roosevelt, Biddle and Co. will place on
trial 28 members of the Socialist Workers Party and
militant trade unionists of Local 544-CIO who repre-
sent a set of ideas, a mode of life hateful and danger- *
ous to the American ruling class. These men and wo-
men are being prosecuted today because their
thoughts, words and actions are directed toward fur-
thering the interests of the working class.

Who are these men and women, what have they
done and what do they stand for that the full force
of the government is now directed against them?
What is the true story behind this unprecedented
Federal prosecution? Why were the officers and mem-
bers of Local 544-CIO indicted at this particular
time? Who prompted the prosecution? What are
the real views and activities of the Socialist Work-
ers Party? Is there any basis to the charge that
the defendants were “conspiring’” to overthrow the
United States Government by force and violence?
What is the significance of this case for civil hbertles
and labor’s rights'?

In his pamphlet, “Witch Hunt in Minnesota”,
George Novack, secretary of the Civil Rights Defense
Committee, answers these questions.

He tells in some detail the glorious history of
Local 544-CIO of the Teamsters Union. The unswerv-
ing, progressive, fighting line of the leadership of
-that union in Minneapolis, thirteen of whom are now
among the defendants, is a guiding beacon to all mili-
tant workers. The record of strike victories, of pain-
staking groundwork, of solidarity and assistance to
other unions, the fights against the bosses on the one
hand, and reactionary leaders like Tobin on the other
~— here is a picture of men and women translating
ideas they believe in into practical action.

In peace-time, militant, class-struggle policies in
uniong: are anathema to the boss class and its gov-
ernment. To wage war, Roosevelt must crush this.

When the leadership of Local 544 refused to accede
to Tobin’s demand for unequivocal support of Roose-
velt’s war policy, the FBI was instructed to move
against them.

Why the SWP Is Prosecuted

As stated in the pamphlet, “This case is by no
means a simple trade union affair. It is essentially
a political prosecution.” The American Civil Liber-
ties Union correctly says in its letter of protest to
Attorney General Biddle: “It seems more reasonable
.to conclude that the government injected itself into
an inter-union controversy in order to promote the
interests of the one side which supported the admin-
istration’s foreign and domestic policies.” There can
be no question about-it. The leaders of the Socialist
Workers Party and the leaders of Local 544-CIO are
being prosecuted for their uncomnprdmising, consist-
ent opposition to Roosevelt’s imperialist war policies.

That the Bill of Rights is violated by the adminis-
tration is proved conclusively in “Witch Hunt in
Minnesota”. The imperialist bourgeoisie never hesit-
ates to violate its laws when its interests are in-
volved. This violation of elementary rights and free-
doms is cloaked by a fraudulent charge of “seditious
conspiracy.” 1

George Novack says: “The Socialist Workers Par-
ty does not deny its revolutionary views nor its un-
compromising opposition to war. It does deny, how-
ever, that the Government has any right to prosecute
on that account. The S.W.P. has the same legal and
constitutional rights as any other political party to
advocate its ideas and propagate them. This posi-
tion fully accords with our best democratic traditions
and with the Bill of Rights. The right to express

' one’s ideas by speech or in writing or through as-

sembly is an elementary democratic right. Rights of
opinion are specifically protected against Federal vio-
lation by the First Amendment to the Constitution.”

In the foreword, James Farrell, noted author and
chairman of the Civil Rights Defense Committee em-
phasizes the fact that civil liberties, and the rights
of labor must be vigilantly protected from the on-
slaught of reactionary forces. He says: “Freedom of
speech is meaningless if it is freedom to agree with
those in power. No real social advance is ever attained
in that manner. Unless' this attack on our basic
rights is checked, it will establish a precedent for
‘subsequent ones. This is precisely the manner in
which liberty dies. Inch by inch it is eaten away.
One precedent after another is established. Repres-
sive and reactionary tendencies are built up until they
can, in time, resemble a tidal wave.”

During the last war there were the mass trial of
the LW.W., the case of Eugene V. Debs, the frame-
ups of Mooney and Billings. . There is one lesson to
be learned from all these cases. What the boss prose-
cution dreads most is aroused mass support for its
intended victims. To win that support, it is necessary
‘to give the widest circulation to the facts in the case.
The bourgeois press will try to isolate the‘(.lefend-
ants from the great mass of popular support by erect-
ing a wall of evasions, distortions, red baiting and
jingoistic ballyhoo. A mass distribution of the pamph-
let “Witch Hunt in Minnesota” is an immediate :an-
swer to the boss propaganda against the defendants.

Involved in this trial are issues which are of in-
terest and concern to broad and diverse strata of the
population. Here is a pamphlet that tells the story
of people who are today on trial for carrying on the
struggle for labor’s rights, for freedom of opinion
and speech. This pamphlet can wake up thousands
of people who are being lulled by the lies of Roose-
velt’s regime which is dragging this country into the
war, and which is bent on crushing, at all costs, every
sign of opposition. '
~ Our comrades in the Federal court will expose the
criminals who seek to silence them. We, whose cause
they so valiantly represent, have the task of gain-
ing for them the mass support they need and deserve.

No better, single weapon for securing such support
now exists than this pamphlet which briefly and
clearly tells the truth about the Minneapolis case.
It is now the job of every advanced worker and de-
fender of civil liberties to assist in its distributio




