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Three Years Of
World War ll

By A. ROLAND

Humanity has endured three bloody, fateful years of the
second World War. The end of the war is still cloaked in’ the
indefinite future. If continued in the same manner under the
leadership of imperialism, this war bids fair to last far beyond
the four years duration, of the first World War. ‘

The, workers and toilers whose lives are being expended on
all the battlefields, owe it to themselves to judge- all the forces
at work in the war. They owe it to themselves ta st y all the
lessons of the past, particularly of the first World W
that war ended.

There "are many parallels between the two w011d conflicts.

This war, like the last one, is being fought on the part of the - |-

big: capitalist powers for the sake of imperialist domination of
the entire world. The second World War is in this sense, de-
spite the differences in the line-up of forces, the continuation of

the first. Now as then, the questlon for capitalism is, who shall -

own the rich colonial spoils?

But there are dissimilarities too, some whlch stem’ directly
from- the history of the first imperialist world struggle. Both
camps in that war started as out-and-out imperialists, bent on
empire. But the third year, 1917, saw a great change. Russian
Czarism collapsed under the blows of the Kaiser’s armies.
"collapse brought the Russian workers on the arena of history.
They had no desire for spoils and conquests. /They wanted an
end to the war in a way favorable to the workerg of the whole
world.

Effects of the October Revolution

- The October Revolution occurred in the very midst of the
great World War. The Allies raised a great outery against the
Russian workers, calling their Bolshevik leaders betrayers who
were giving aid to the Kaiser against the Allies. But in ‘the
end it was the Russian Wevolution that assured the downfall .of
the Kaiser and his generals. Indeed, the proletarian revolution
proved too tough a nut to crack not only for German, but for:
Allied imperialism as well.

The beginning of the fourth fateful year of the ‘World War
finds Soviet Russia in the most terrible plight in its history. The
existence of the Soviet Union is endangered in the extreme by
the fact that the corrupt Stalinist bureaucracy is totally:incapa-
ble of conducting the war in a revolutionary, working-class man-

ner. Stalinist responsibility for the present position of the USSR .

réaches back to the policies pursued by the Stalinist: ‘dlique when
Hitler was permitted to take power unchallenged. But more
immediately, the Stalinists are responsible for giving Hitler
a free hand to conquer most of Europe before he decided that
it was time to invade the Soviet Union. The Stalin-Hitler pact
produced the present desperate situation. And today, in the

hour of gravest crisis, Stalin refuses to appeal to the German -

workers for revolutionary struggle against Hitler!

"Yet certain factors must be reckoned more favorable to the
proletariat in this second World War. The Red Army, in spite
of the crass leadership of Stalin, defends staunchly the first
workers’ fatherland against imperialism. The Red Army does
not pursue imperialist, but working class aims. Interventxon has
come in Russia, but with'a divided imperialist camp. True, this
is at the same time the symbol of the weakness of Soviet Rus-
sia. But it is an historical fact.

The outright assistance of the working class/of other lands
has not yét appeared in clear revolutionary form. But there
are other allies fighting' and about to fight on the side of prog-
ress, the side not of Allied imperialism but of the Russian work-
ers. These are the colonial peoples It is a great gain that the
Chinese flght as an independent force against Japanese imperial-
ism. The many millions of Chinese soldiers can mever forget
their military training if, at some later stage, the Allied im-
perialists attempt to strike a blow at Chinese independence. The
dire extremity of the Allies has forced them to aid China in
ways they otherwise might never have been willing to do.

The Bid of the Indian Masses

The end of the third year also sees another vitally impor-

tant development, the bid of the Indian masses for 1ndepend~ i

ence. This movement is only in its infancy. But its potentiali-
ties are enormous! It can set the entire east aflame. The colo-
nial peoples are far more directly involved in thlsepresent war
than they were in the last. Imperialism may yet fmd that while
it, fights to the death for a hold on its colonial slaves, the prey
has escaped from its grasp! That would be a great gain for
the working class. B

The same outery as was raised in the last war against the
Russian workers is raised now. This time it iy the Indians who

are jeopardizing theAllied-cause and playing intoe the hands of '
~ Axis imperialism.

Both “socialists” and Stalinists tell the world
that this is no time for the Indians to act for their own inde-
pendence. They must wait till after the war. They‘ must accept
the promises of ‘“democratic” England. 1

‘Let us hope that the Indians pay no héed whatsoever to
these reactionary, philistine lackeys. The flame of peasant and
working class revolution kindled in the hearts of nearly four
hundred million people, could consume far more than semi-feu-
dal Japan. The Russian Revolution held off first the Germans,
then all the Allies. The Indian Revolution could hold off both
British and Japanese imperialism. Each of these oppressors has
far more to fear from thetilndian Revolution than from defeat
at the hands of the other imperialist.

' The second World War has shown how completely interde-
pendent the whole world is economically. There are "also forces
of pblitical interdependence. The independence of half the world’s
people from imperialism (China and India) would u.ndermme
world capitalism seriously. This would stréngthen the working
class in the capitalist nations. A great revolution in the east
would find distinct; repercussions in the west. That, is why the
events in India at.the end of the third year of world war: are so
important. They signify that the war may end.in the manner
dreaded by all the imperialists, v

. The fate of civilization depends, not on this or that imme-.
diate military victory,.but on one final fact: which class will

be in the position to dictate the terms of peace at .the end of
this war? Will it be the capitalists or the workers? Unless
at some stage of the war the workers can take the proper steps
to move forward towards socialism, then civilization, left in the
hands of the imperialists, will sink further into. barbarism.
: \ ; :
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DEATH TOLL OF THE WAR

The death toll of the war since the Japanese invasion of
Manchuria in 1931, is estimated at between 25 and 30 million by
Atwood H. Townsend, in the magazine; Free World. These fig-
t ures do not include the war dead of Germany and Italy,

were victims of hunger, cold and disease as a result of the war.

The following is Townsend’s list of war dead based on sta-
tistics from many sources, totalling 14,000,000, but which he
claims is at least 10 millioh short of the probable total.:

The figures include those killed in combat, and those who'
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Profits Come First
With The Corporatmns

i‘_9 Firms Consplre to
Get Huge Profits On
‘Wire Sale to Navy

The Justice Department  an-
nounced the indictment of nine
companies this week for “con-
spiring to make identical bids
at unreasonably high prices”
on' a special patented cable
which is used in wnmg navy
ships.

As a  result - of their prlce—'
fixing conspiracy, the compames s
‘earned profits of 35 to 70% on|
| their sales of wire and cable. On
‘a total sale of between $50,000,-
' 000 and $55,000,000 to the Navy

it is estimated that the concerns
received $18,000,000 in profits.
Since 1937, the Rockbestos

' Products Corp., which owns the

patents on the special wire and
cable, has been mailing copies of
each of its bids to the other con-
cerns, which had received licenses
from Rockbestos to wuse the
patent,

Rockbestos: had granted the
patent to the eight other com-
panies on the understanding that
they would all sell at a uniform
price. Upon receiving word from
the Rockbestos . Corporation, the
other companies would send out
the same bid.

Although; the agreement be-
tween the corporations was not

‘supposed -to hold on government
“bidding,

the .government  con-
tinued to receive exactly the

.same bids from each of the con-

cerns, Between August 27, 1939

and April ‘17, 1942, 20 sets of |.
/such identical bids were received

by the Navy :
The nine companies protested
against the. indictment because

.they claimed it was against the

policy already announced by

‘| President Roosevelt not to embark

on such suits when they might
interfere with production of a
vital war product.. In | other
words, under the cover of

“patriotism” and war production

they want the right to charge
any prices and make any profits.

Among the companies indicted
was. General - Cable - Corporation,
in whose behalf the government
broke a strike of workers in
Bayonne, N. J., two weeks ago.
Others besides Rockbestos were
General Electric, Phelps Dodge
Copper, Anaconda Wire and
Cable, National Electrie Products
American Steel and Wire, Col-

| lyer Insulated ere and Okonite

Company,

VYV PVIIN

CIO UNION, CHANGES
$ CONVENTION CITY

The United Blectrical Radio
and Machine Workers, CIO,
has changed the meeting place
'Q for its ‘eighth annual conven-
tion to Clevéland because of
the refusal of the large hotels
in Indianapolis to house and
;feed Negroes along with other
}UE delegates.

3 This sort of action is worth
a hundred times more in
strengthening the solidarity of §
the workers of all races than
all the speeches and promises
about “democracy’” that have
} come out of official quarters in
] Washington
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‘lowing example: :
1. The War Productlon Board |

3 CChINA e 8,300,000
Russia ..... .. .ovivv it 3,300,000
. European Jews .................. wre.ve 800,000
BORIN e s a5 0858 58 e e n g s g e 536,000

K Greece .......... S v el oy whaie siess .. 422,000

E Poland, « s Fu s § i Tom o6 s alirs ami 5 5105 hed s 350,000

K Yugoslavia ...... i Vg e e i, o v+ 250,000 .

K France ......... o a e » 5 o e o won 3 B s ... 207,000

3 British Empire ............. ..o, 130,000"

b Ethiopia ......... % romute, s wywi 5 g aipre 6 n E R 65,000
Netherlands. < i s oo vs o s s 0o §om s w5 o' 52,000 4
Philippines ..........00 000, B 6l B o B 20,000 4
Belgium ..........ciiveiieiiiieniiaiinn 18,000 $

; British Empire (Colored) ................ 13,000

E U, 8o As iis beieaniimms i ns v g s e B 7,000 3

4 ‘Czechoslovakia . ........... ... 0.0t 7,000
WOXWEY. sy o558 v s 10 4 0.5 N O vy 3,000 4
Denmark ............... 2 58 Wb & s o « 1,400 !

TOTAL. 14,000,060‘ :

Power-Savmg |.amps

g,Barred -- No Profits

“They're hampermg the war

effort!” the bosses cry every-
‘time a group .of workers tries

to.put up a fight in defense of
their living standards. The

-bosses, however, themselves al-
‘ways put profts first and fore-

most. This is shown by the fol-

has cancelled a number of power
101 ete ;(because of lack -of *ra,w
materials. In a year or two there

'will be a power shortage.

“2. According to evidence
brought out by the anti-trust divi-
sion of the Department of Justice
last week, the 'General Electric

Company, the Westinghouse Elec-}

tric and Manufacturing Company

and more than 100 public utility
to sup-|

companies are conspiring
press the widespread use of fluo-
rescent lighting. ) :

Fluorescent lamps require only
from one-half to one-third the
power needed by the present in-
candescent lamps. The widespnead
use of - this
would cut down the income of the
utility companies. This is the rea-
son why the monopolies oppose
fluorescent lighting.

The fact that the greater use
of fluorescent lighting would
mean a decrease in power cosump-
tion for lighting and at the same
time would help alleviate the im-
pending power shortage counts
for little to the monopolies as
compared to their profits.

The two manufacturing compa-
nies and the utility companies or-
ganized in the Edison Electric In-
stitute are bound up with one an-
other by financial holdings, inter-
locking  directorates and patents.

Y
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‘DR Plans New Steps
To Block Wage Raises

Indzan Peasants Look To

5

he Struggle for Indian’ Independence

.lfs Linked to the Agrarian Revolution

By JOHN G. WRIGHT
The Brxtlsh censorship has reduced the news from lndla to

{:a-tiny trickle. The scanty items which do appear in the American
‘jca'pitalist press are being relegated to the back pages. All this
3| s bemg done with a view to creating the imipression that the |

~situation ‘has already passed its critical stage and that the

» ;rulers need the cover of secrecy®
-|:and * ‘silence’ for -their - bestial

I that s,
,masses of the. peasantry and: the
"basic layers of the working class

.their
-present time,. in the first stage

.peady been. 1 » |
_scattered parts” of " the “dountry.

improved method |. can
genuine leadership in the cause

.Lrepressmns and their attempts to

drown in - blood the rising re-

gsnstance of the Indian masses.

Bit the truth of the matter is
that the most critical period in
Indian developments - still - lies

| ahead. It will' come when the

.decisive forces of' the country,
the . many-millioned

enter -the arena of ' struggle in
full strength. At the

of the developments, -both of
these decisive . forces are Just
»begmnmg to move.

. REPORT INCREASE IN

“DISTURBANCES”

‘IN. VILLAGES

Despite the rlgorousness of Brit-

!.ish; censorship, peasant demons- ‘"

trations and outbursts have al-
1eported from widely

One of the most significant items
relating to the ferment among
the peasantry appeared in an
Associated Press dispatch from

{:Bombay dated August 22 which

stated that:

“There has been a steady in-
crease in disturbances in outly-

-ing villages as industrial work-

ers from the cities drifted back
home to preach the Gandhi doc-
trine” (N. Y. Times, Aug. 23.)

The inner mechanics of India’s
struggle is laid bare by this single
‘statement, The workers of India,
and they alone, can provide the

of their country’s liberation, The
industrial workers of Bombay
are already seeking to fuse the
struggle of the peasantry with

[ their own struggle and to assume

the leadership of the peasant
movement. The same profound
phenomenon was, revealed in the
events of the Chinese revolution
of 1925-1927, But in China the

| fatal policies of Stalinism derail-
‘ed the movement by depriving

the Chinese working class of its
own independent leadership and
program. It was consummated in

the Russian revolution of 1917 |

by the -realization of such a

: authontles are.in complete control. At the same’ time, the Brmsh

. fusion .

 change

and  leadership under
Lenin and Trotsky.

The course of the India strug-

.gle  depends primarily on- what

happens in’ the villages. And this
in "its turn" depends -on  the |:
‘policies adopted and supported

‘by the workers in the cmes

| “GANDHI'S DOCTRINE” ‘

The censored dispatch claims |-
that the workers are now preach- |-
‘ing ‘“Gandhi’s doctrine.,” Ghandi’s
L “doctrine,” that is, the program
:of the Indian bourgeoisie; runs
.counter to the basic and most:
‘profound interests of the peasants

and workers. And it is impossible |
really to rouse the heaviest
layers of workers and peasants

 without connecting their vital

demands and needs with “the
struggle against British rule.

What Gandhi and his class

[ propose to do for the Ihdian
- working class is simply to” Te-
‘place the explmtation of “the 'Tm= |

perialist’ Britlsh bourgeoisie with
that ‘of the native ecapitalists.
The Indian workers will not rally
to a proposal that they merely
masters and remain
slaves, So far as ‘the Indian
peasantry is concerned, the Con-
gress party 'is committed not to
the abolition of feudal and semi-
feudal conditions but merely to
their “reform.” A real'struggle

”~,-,55Workers For Leadershlp

of~the peasantry is possible only
under the program of the
agrarian revolution. The peasants

must have the land. The feudal’

rubbish must be swept away.
Thus - Gandhi’s * “doctrine” can
only paralyze a genuine struggle
for independence,

The political struggle and the
class conflicts in India cannot
'and have not become submerged
in’'‘the struggle against the
common foe, the foreign op-

‘I pressor.. On the contrary, as the

struggle against British rule
grows .in intensity, the interests
‘of  the  different classes must
come into an ever sharper con-
flict with the program of Gandhi
and his class. This is one of
‘the reasons why we Trotskyists
support the current struggle of

{ independence under Gandhi’s

leadership.

Those workers ;and peasants
who are today following Gandhi’s
“doctrine” will be compelled in

‘the course of the struggle itself
0" seek other ways, other ideas
:and another program really cor-

résporiding to their own needs
and aspirations.

'TASKS OF THE INDIAN
WORKERS
The immedjate task of the
Vanguard of the Indian working
‘class is to raise the program of
the agrarian revolution. On the
order of the day is the immediate
abolition of all feudal prwﬂeges,
especially the feudal and semi-
feudal tenures of the land. Every
step of the peasantry in this
‘direction must be ‘given the
widest publicity in the ranks jof
the working class and actions of
solidarity with- ‘the peasantry
should be urged and sponsored.
The peasants should be sum-
moned to form Peasants’ Com-
(Continued on page 3)

Meat Shortage Looms

As Food Pnces Climb

The wonkers face a worsen—

shortages of meat, and threats
of even greater schrcity, are

added to the problem of ever- |
'mounting prices.

Already ‘in
some parts of the country cer-
tain cuts of meat cannot be

-secured.

This situation arises from
the policy. of the meat packers

Nelson

ires
Exposing $1-

By C. CHARLES

Because he criticized in a report the Iron and Steel Branch
of the War Prod ction Board and the WPB itself, Fredegxck
Libbey, engineering consultant, was unceremoniously fired from.

his position August 19.

Libbey's criticism was very gentle and restrained, but for
daring to lift the curtain behind which the WPB operates in the

interests of the large corpora~®—

tions, he mcurred the wrath of

| Donald Nelson, : ’

In ousting Libbey, Nelson used

| the feeble excuse that Libbey had

allowed the critical nature.of his
report to leak out to a news-
|paper.
" Part of Libbey’s report said:
“The branch, and through' it
the War Production Board, is
currently. under. fire  in _
Truman Committee and by rep-
resentatived of labor, on the

ground that the steel expansion.

program is largely of ‘benefit {o
a small group of big and well-
established companies, and that
these companies, through their

| representatives in the ‘Iron and

.Steel Branch, are responsible for
‘this state of affairs solely be-
cause of a desire to keep control
of the steel industry after the
war.

the

“In support of this reasoning,
it has been pointed out that 99|
percent of the expansmn program
has been allotted to six big com-
panies who are represented in the
Iron and Steel branch.”

Libbey added that the staff of
the WPB is composed largely of
sales executives from the staffs
of the large corporations mnow

sérving as $1-a-year-men. These,

men transmit the wishes of the
corporations into- the WPB,

GROWING STEEL SHORTAGE

Libbey’s critical report and
ousting take place on a back-
ground of a growing shortage
of steel.

The Higgins Shipbuilding Cor-
poration was recently ordered
to shut down due to lack of steel.
The American Machinist, maga-
zine of the machine tool industry

on August 17 said that shortage

u:le For

'ear Men

of raw materlals, above all steel,

had resulted in' a considerable
decline in machine production.
The decrease in production may
amount to as much as 15% this
month, according to the magazine,

The. shortage of steel stems
directly from the deliberate
policy of the large steel cor-
porations to hamper the expan-
sion of steel production “because

| of a'desire to keep control.of the
war industry after the war.” The

corporations, through their
dollar-a-year men, have been able
to get their policies adopted by
-all  the government agencies

: s ¢ :
sifict: We beghming of tre, wavrv, merely the forerunner of a much

program,

Two weeks ago, in testimony:
| before the

Truman Committee,
Henry. J. Lindahl, treasurer of
the Pacific-American Steel Iron
Corporation of Seattle, said that

for 35 years the owners of iron
ore, coal and lime deposits in the
Pacific. Northwest had found it
impossible to establish a steel
industry there because the Mor-

. (Continued on page 4)

gin sendmg
m<y food situation as actual'

most of their

supplies to those regions which

have higher price ceilings.
In withholding meat from the
lower-ceiling areas, the meat

‘packers are following much the

same strategy as was used two
weeks ago by the Grocery Manu-

‘facturers’ Association to secure

price increases from Henderson
of the OPA. It might be termed
the “starve the people until we
get our profits” policy.

PRICES STILL RISING

<. On ‘Aug. 21 Henderson declar-
ed that in the month of June 15-

| July 15, retail food prices na-
{ tionally had increased by 1.1 per

cent, In. New York City the 80-
day Perlod showed price increas-
es of'2 per cent. In the year end-
ing July 15, the average national
food prlce increase was 16.8 per
cent.

The greatest increase was in
those ‘food items on which no
ceilings had been established: The
advance in the “uncontrolled”
food prices in-the June 15-July

| 15 period was 2.5 per cent. This

jump took place on top of an
increase in ‘the previous month
of 4.8. per cent.

The advance in the “controlled”
food group was not as great as
in the ‘“uncontrolled.”” In ‘the
month ending July 15 the price
increase in “controlled” foods was
.8 per:cent, '

This small advance is, however,

bigger jump in a few days or
weeks, Last week, Henderson al-
lowed the manufacturers of 400
to 500 grocery:items an increase
in their price ceilings.

Henderson estimated that as a
result of all these factors, the
next period will be one of rapid
increase in food prices, with the
probability that
food items may reach a point,
in a year’s time, 30 per cent high-
er’ in price than at present,

‘suance of a program "that

into- effect by means of an eX-

“uncontrolled”’

FIVE (5) CENTS

Expected o Issue
Executive Order
Around Labor Day

Aug. 26. — President
Roosevelt was reported

this week to be complet-
ing his plans for the is-

would block wage raises
for the overwhelming ma-
jority of the workers in
this country. He announc-

ed on August 25 that he
would publicize his order
in a nation-wide radio ad-
dress “sometime around
Labor Day,” and that a_mes-
sage would be sent to Congress
at the same time. He also said -
that he did not think there was
time for legislation to carry‘ou‘t
the new steps he proposes,
which would indicate that he
intends to put his proposale

ecutive order. .
Although Roosevelt added that

the new program is still in the -
talking stage, reports from Wash- *
ington have indicated the broad

outlines of the program. What is:
probably meant by “the lalking
stage” is 'a reference to Roose-
velt’s desire to get the leaders
of the organized labor movement
to accept his new proposals be-
fore he issues them. AFL Presi-
dent William Green and CIO

President Philip Murray have
been summoned and are sched-
uled to meet with Roosevelt to-
day to discuss their acceptavce“
of the program,

According to reports, Rooee-k
velt’s ' plan includes two main
points: : '

1. The adoption of the War. -
Labor Board’s “Little Steel” for-
mula. Under this, the nation’s
wage earners would be prohibit-
ed from receiving wage increases
of more than 15 percent over.:
their wages as of Jan. 1, 1941,
In practice, as recent WLB deci-
sions based on this formula show,:
this would mean no or virtually
no increases for the majority of =
the organized workers as most
of them, by their strike and
union struggles early in 1941,
have already received a 15 per
cent increase in wages.

Of course, the new proposal — .
like Roosevelt’ “anti-inflation”
program of last spring -- in:
chides a promise to permit ad-"
justment of “substandard wages.” |
But, according to James Wechsler
of PM, this would refer only to
workers receiving less than 47
cents an hour.

2. The establishment of a S!i
per-board of government officials.
to rigidly enforce control of
wages. This body would have au-
thority not only over wage dis.
putes which are at present given
to the War Labor Board, but over
all wage increases, including’
those made “voluntarily” by em- '
ployers.

Green and Murray are expect:
ed to raise some verbal objec
tion to the Roosevelt plan, and fo.
suggest that instead of an all
government body, a board of la-
bor, industry and government
representatives be set up to com
bat inflation, .

Workers must be on guard
against . another surrender by
their union leaders, who have
given up labor’s rights one after
another every time Roosevelt, de-
manded it of them. Rooseveli’s
latest plan, présented in the nam
of a fight against inflation, wonld
have practically the same effect
as freezing of wages which the
employers have so long demand-
ed and the unions so vigorolsly.
denounced. The living standard
of all the workers for the dura

to Roosevelt’s proposals.
rank and file of the trade unions
should let both their official lead-
ers and the administration know
that they won’t stand for 1t
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By ANTHONY MASSINI

Contemptible is the mildest word to describe
the resolution on India which was introduced by
- the leaders of the New York State Federation of

" ‘Labor and adopted by the annual convention of

that body meeting in Rochester last week.
In the form of a message to be sent by radio

to the people of India, the resolution differed in

no_important respect from the attacks on the
present struggle for Indian mdependence which
fill the editorial columns of the most reactionary
capitalist newspapers in this country. k
Although some delegates had recommended
that the convention support, the Indian fight, the
AFL leaders ordered their resolutions committee

. to insist on the adoption of the resolution that
., was finally passed unanimously.

In this resolution the well paid lahpr lieutenants
of capitalism teok it upon themselves to. denounce

~ and slander the downtrodden masses of India—
. who daily face British bullets, floggings and jails
 —for daring to seek independence from their,

oppressors:

“111. Tmted and. B-Adyised”

"‘The New: York State Federation of Labor,
representing 1,500,800 organized workers in the
State of New Yozk sends fraternal greetings to
the ‘pecple of India and urgently appeals to them

" to abandon the ill-timed and ill-advised civil dis-

- obedience campaign, whxch cannot but injure

India’s own rightful cause,’

" This echo of the British Tory argumemts—
whxch (\f course always deny that struggles for
mdepemlence are-well-timed or well-advised. or in
»the mterests of the colonial people—then goes on

to express “dismay at tactics unfrlendly to the

cause of the United Nations” and brazenly

. presumes to claim that this “dismay is shared

by the overwhelming majority, of Americans.”
But of course to send the Indian people a

- message today, which said only this, would, be a

complete waste of time, A little pro-independence

. window dressmg was needed to cloak the outright

reactlonaly purpose of the resolution. And s the

. message continues:

“We, the workers of America, have never

condoned imperialism, We have never defended
it. And we do not defend it now.”

As one proof of thelr sincerity in this
profession, the AFL leaders declare: “We are
glad, and we are proud, that our brothers in the
British Trades Union Congress have taken a
stand against imperjalism and for an independent
India’—a reference te the hypoeritical declama-
tions on paper by their broth.er bureaucrats, in
Britain who not only defend imperalism, hut, also
condone the Tory government’s bloody repression
of the Indian masses.

As. a second proof, the resolution adds stlll:
another after-the-war promise to the multitude
of promises. which have already (al&mg with more
substantial bullets) been hurled at the Indian
people;

“We pledge to youw that at the hour of our
vietory, we shall.do everything in our power to,
help you realize your mghtful claim to indepen-
dence.”

A Threat Against India

And to reinforce this promise, the AFL leaders
—whe oppese the struggle for mdepen.dence now,
when the British are not in as good a posnt,pon
to suppress, the Indian masses; as they will be if
Britain ‘wins the war—make an unmistakable
threat against the Indian people:

“Today we are at war. India’s position is not
a questlon of pxmuple but, of geographic and
m1lttary reallty

“We,, and all the free peoples of the world,
are engaged in a. life-and-death struggle ‘against
the Axis. There must be no misunderstandings,
between us, The workers of America, and the
Anierican people as"a whole, stand solidly behmd
President. Roosevelt in iron determination to fight
this war anywhere and everywhere eircumstances.

_should make it necessary. We are committed, to

destroy the Axis, and we shall not, stop, and we
shall not be stopped until we have carr 1ed this
war to a_ suceessful conclusion.”

In. other words, say the AFL bureaucrats, don’t.

" he decelved by our talk about “fraternal greet-

ings’” and. “antl-lmperxahs.m.” If your strnggle
for mdependence gets in the way of, our masters’
war, and lf_ they call on us to.do se, we: are fully

L | eaders Attack

prepared, to _join in crushing your struggle.

Having thus cleared up any possible misun-
derstandings, the resolution conies to an end with
some more advice and lecturing:

“We, the workers of America, urgently appeal
. to you, for your own sake, not to play into the
hands of your enemies. Do not prodigally throw
away your own cause, or compromise the cause
.of China and all the peoples of Asia, by in-

dulging in ill-advised obstructionist tactics which

can only alienate India’s true friends. . .”
That the AFL ‘leaders took such a position at
" their conventxon ‘should not be surprising to those
who are acquamted with the role of labor leaders
in the present period.

They were only extending into ‘the foreign ﬁeld
the lackey services which they perform f01
capitalism on the home front,

Fheir shameful denunciatien of the Indian
struggle and thelr support to Brmsh imperialism

CP Whitewashes AFL

POPPOUPSY
N A A

Rivaling the dirtiness of the. resolution
on India adopted by last week’s convention

. Stalinists.
After reportmg the convention’s passing,
. of a ‘“compromise” resolution on the see-.
ond, front, The Worker of August 23 says:
“A farther expression of the conventions
war conseiousness(!) was the statement it
approved fer a short-wave broadcast to the
peaple of India, supporting. their fight fer -
mdependence, condemnmg 1mper1allsm, and.
calling for an end of the civil d’lsobedlenee. b4
movement.”
Why do the Stalinists feel it necessary

S AL ADE SO AAA Al il

Indian independence stand of the conven-
tien? Because it was passed unanimously
and that includes the comparatively
large number of Stahmsts who were pres-
ent as delegates.

Resolution On China ¢

£ od

of the New York State Federation of La- ‘
"bor was the version of it xepmted by the $

© coritempt it deseives by the Indian people If

to thus whitewash the pro-imperialist, anti- ‘

. struggle  will have no resemblance to the,
ul‘xsgrm:eﬁul resolution . passed last week i
Rochester. )

is cut from the same clotah as thelr denunciation
of nuhtant struggles hy the Amemcan workers
and their class collaboration with the American
bosses.

Isn't it perfectly logical for those who follow
a no-strike policy at home to follow a no-struggle
policy in the colonies, for those who preach sub-
mission to the besses in the nanve of a “war for.
democracy” to preach submission to the im-
perialists ir, the name of the same lie?

Without question. this resolution pleased the |
' reactionary American press. The men who run

the N, Y. Times found it se like their ewn attaeks
on the Indian people that they reprinted it in full,

Similarly, the British imperialists ‘must have |

appreciated. the passage of the AFL resolution..
It is not often that they can get international
labor, endorsement, for their colonial murders, and
they will undoubtedly. find. it useful as propa-
ganda to quiet those British workers who are
disturbed about the policy of repression.

No less. gleetully must, the resolu,twn have been
greeted. by the. AXJS lmperlallsts. They teo. will. |
find it useful in their propaganda—they w1ll offer
it-to the Indian people as proof that the Amerlcan
labor movement opposes the mdependence for
India which Japan and Germany pretend to sup-
pert, as evidence that the United Natiens are
net fighting for democracy. Thus they will be
aided in their task of confusing many Indlans
into supporting the Axis. -

‘But the resolution will be rejected, with the

they aré not deceived by the Crippses nor in-
timidated by British repression, the Indian masses
will be neither fooled nor frlghtened’ by the lies
and threats of the fat-hellied Judases and ‘white-
skinneéd " Uncle Toms who are no. more ‘“true
friends’” ofY India than they are defenders of the
génuine interests of the American workmg class.

"As for the members of  the Amerlcan labor
moVement l‘ncludmg those millions who bullt the
sooner or later to make their own voices heard,
and. that what they will have te sayx on the Indian.

‘Commission

The Cnszs In
Detroit Housing

The Workers Have Gotten Many Promises
But Mo Action from Government Officials
By LARISSA REED

REW

ARD

Are you movmtr" Will pay $20 for information

of desirable 4-room house in Northwest section
available to family of 3, by Sept. 10, Phone. . . .

&

This extraordinary advertisement,
tions and - with increasing frequency in Detroit newspapers,
sharply reflects the unparalleled housing distress in this city.

The Detroit Free Press of August 17 declares:

‘housing mess. . .

appearing with varia-

“The Detroit

is something out of Alice-in-Wonderland, with-

admixtures of migraine and overtones of delirium tremens. It

isn’t possible that it's as bad as®
‘it is; but all that close examina-
‘tion reveals is that the situation

s even more appallmg than it
'seemed.  And that although it
should: be 1mpossxble, it grows,
woxse daily.”

An aqccupancy rate of 85% is|

“considered the danger point, yet
Detroit. today has.a city vacancy
rate. ot less than one percent. War
‘wor kers are lwmg in tents, trail-
exs, shacks _and firetraps, and
“sleeping  in rotation in places
jammed: to: the eaves.”

This situation: has become a Ba-
tional scandal. The N. Y. Times
‘of August 8 reperts that city agen-
cies in Detroit are ne longer able
to cope with the housmg short-
‘age.
as . a place to 1ent m Detroit,
Charles F. Edgecomb director-
secretary of -the Detroit Housing
declared. “Money:

There just isn’t such a thing |

: N W YORK — Tiwe. hun-
dred and fifty people attended
- an, inspiring Trotsky Memorial |
- meeting here last Friday night |
~on. the ‘second anniversary of’
~the assassination of the great

revolutionary.
Recalling Trotsky’s life work

“and teachings Albert Goldman,

the main speaker of the meet-
ing, told how the founder of

~the Fourth Inter national had con-

gistently put forward the only
pr'og,i‘tam for the defense of the

. Soviet Union. Goldman explained

. against world. imperiglism.

~talling: $215.
- gram was: sent to Comrade Nata-

that only the struggle for the re-
valution, in Germany and Europe,

' plus the removal of the Stalin
bureaucracy by the Soviet masses, |
 can -guarantee the vietory of the
- USSR.
| Goldman showed hew Trotsky’s
revolutionary optimism had alrea- |

In a stirring address

dy heen justified by the heroic

- struggle of the Soviet’masses and
tlte. fight for freedom of the In-
_dian people.

Jules Geller indicated in
speech how the developing revelu-
tionary events: in India. could set
the colonial masses into action
He

rermnded the audience, of Trot-

skys predictlon that the present.
war; wonld. produce the greatest
crisis of world: imperialism and|
touch. off the flame of colonial.

revolt.

$21‘5 DONATED
‘Appealing in the name of Na-

talia Trotsky, Rose Karsner asked |

for. funds to continne the work

of building the Socialist Workers;
 Party.

The audience responded:
magnificently’ with donations to-
The following, tele-

lia, with the unanimous approval
of the audience:
. “In the name of over 250: New
York workers gathered here to.
_ commemorate. the second anni-
cersary of the death of Leon
Trotsky we renew our pledge
te: you, Comrade Natalia, to car-
ry out the priceless heritage
of his. program. An appeal in
" your name ,brought. over twao
hundred dollars for the party.
‘Thus we re-dedicate ourselves
to. the struggle with full confi-
dence that the workers of the
world will build the greatest
- monument to his memory: the
gorialist society.”

The hall was appropriately

! decorated with slogans, pietures

and a hust of Leon Trotsky by
the, sculptor, Duncan Ferguson.

The meeting opened. with the
singing of the Wo: ers: Memorial
Hymn and ende” -.rh The Inter-
nationale. Georgt Grant, organ-
izer of the New York Local of
the S. W. P. acted as chairman..

Every aspect of the meeting —

_the attendance,. the collection, the

sale of" literature and the serious:
attitude of the audience. — was:

_a-demonstration of the indestruc-
- tibility of the ideas and the party
_of Leon Trotsky.

his |

| Meetings, other than those
‘reported in thls space, were
held throughout the country
{:last week. But reports of these,
.meetings had not, been’ received
| by the time this issue went. to |
press, . '

Numerous Trotsky Memorial |

- LOS. ANGELES, Calif—
Seventy-five ‘workers. filled the
Socialist V.'orkers Party hall
‘at 232 So il Street here last
-Friday night in or o honor
'the memory of Leon Trotsky,
‘assassinated; by Stalin’s GPU
two years ago. The two speakers |
_were Janet. Bowers, L. A. county |
organizer, and Murry Weiss.
Comrade Weiss devoted much
‘of his speech to & contrast De-
tween. Lenin’s and. Trotsky’s way
-of. defending the Soviet Union |
and the methods of Stalin’s |

“bureaucracy. “Let ‘us speak the
truth as Trotsky . taught us to

ers’. state is in mortal. danger!
Neothing, but. the revo'lutionary
action of the masses in. Europe |
and Asia can turn the tide and
save the Soviet Union.

cast the assault of German im- |

‘he tirelessly warned against |
placing faith in flimsy alliances.
Again and sgain he showed that
the only true ally of the Soviet
Union ‘was. the revolutionary |
proletariat, . .’*

' As against the base chauvinism:
of Stalinist propaganda, which
includes hatred and blame for the
German: people, and which is.
totally devoid of any revolution-
ary appeals to the people of
Europe, Comrade Weiss recalled
that the causes for the suecesses
of the infinitely weaker and more
exhausted, Red: Army that drove

the internationalism of the
Bolsheviks. “Trotsky inspired
and organized: the. Red: Army to
fight not only for the defense of
the. Workers’ Fatherland—but for
the world socialist revolution
“Herein lay the power of the.
Red Army under. Trotsky It ap-

volutionary inter natxonal brother-,

the Soviets.”

Comrade. Bowers, interpreting
the life of Trotsky, said: “He
wag, one: of those rare. individuals,
who lived Uis entire personal life
complel. ..nd: wholly as, a part
of history. . . Events; that would
have. crushed. an. oxdinary human
being, the growth of the tesr 2
bureaucracy. on the young hody.
of the workers’ state, the in-

. sidious disease: of -Stalinism. per-
‘meating, the proletarian mave-
the spread of fascism

ment,

f the new battles.”

_telegram  to

Jgathered‘
‘headquarters Friday evening to

do,” said Weiss. “The first work- |

“With piercing clarity he fore- |

.perialism. Ower and over. again

back the imperialist intervention.
| troeps in 1919 and 1920, lay in

,pealed in, the language of re-~

hood to the worker and. peasant .
soldiers, who, were hurled against.

througheut Europe, couldn’t
touch Trotsky for he lived. with
history—all of it—mnot merely

. one terrible but passing phase |
. of it. While he was personally
. persecuted. and, hounded. by reac-

. tion, he coldly and smentlﬁcally
. diagnosed the disease and patient-
. ly began again the tremendousk
| job. of. reorgamzmg o - class for

The meeting voted to send a
Natalia Trotsky.
-which concluded: “We are heed-
ing the last words of Comrade |
Trotsky to ‘Go Forward’ 2, The
‘meetir~ ~nded: with the singing
of TL. ruternationale.

Minneapolis

MINNEAPOLIS, an
Fifty members and fr_lends of
‘the Socialist” Workers Party
in the Minneapolis

commemorate the second anni- |
versary of the death of Leon
‘Trotsky, great revo]utlonary
teacher and leader.

Lydia Beidel of. Chicago. deliv-|
eled the commemorative address_

. R. Dunne wag chairman. The|
mee,tmg was. sponsored by, the
' Minneapolis and St. Paul branches
‘of the Socialist Workers Party

The bourgeois intellectuals like|
to depict the struggle between
Trotsky, and. Stalin as, a duel. be-|.
tween two. power-hungry individ- |
"ugls, Comrade Beidel said. Their
class narrowness and prejudice

prevent them from admitting that.|-

the struggle is in. reahtv‘ one be-|
tween Marxism and Stalin’s revi-
sionr of Mampxism, a struggle be-
tween the revolutmnary nrogress
of the masses afid; the attem t. to
hold them back from revolution.

Comrade Beidel traced the his-|

tory of the Red Army, gcontrast-
ing Tr(\)tskv 8 successful revelu-
tionary propaganda to the imperi-
alist armies of Allied intervention
with the failure of Stalin’s reae-
tionary natienalist propaganda to-
day.

“Wherever the bosses turn the
hieat on: the workers, there is. gen~
erated a. party of Trotskyism,” the
speaker said. She. called the at-
tention. of the audience to. the
developing struggle, of the: masses
in India. She told of the reyolu-
tionary program. of the Fourth In-
ternationalists in, Tndia deslene(L
to. liberate. the colonlal masses
and of the role of Stahmsm today
in ar:tmg as.a pohceman for Brit-
ish imperiahsm

The meeting closed: with the
singing of the Internationale. A
collection of $56 was. taken. The
gathering sent a telegram of greet-|
ings to: Natalia, Trotsky in. Mexico.

The Minneapolis, headquarters,
was attractively decorated for the
memorial meeting. Pictures of
Lenin, Trotsky and Marx adorned
the front of' the: hall. A copwv of
the bust of Trotsky by the Brit-
ish- sculptress, Claire.’ Sheridan,
was displayed, together with

. \

Chicago

CHICAGO, August 21
Workers from leading Chicago
industries, were. among the par-
ticipants at the well-attended |
meeting held here tonight to
‘honor * the memory of Leon
‘Trotsky on the second anniver-
sary of his assassination by
Stalin’s GPU. The meeting was.
sponsored by the local branch of]
the Soeialist Workers. Party.

The main speaker of.- the meet-
ing was Art Preis, who described.!

‘of Trotsky.
jpond.ed en.™ nsiastically to the|
speaker’s L ort on the growing
klnfluence of the pregram of Trot-
skylsm throughout, the woxld in
all the warring imperialist coun-
trles and in India and the other|
. colonial nations, which are begin-
ning. to rise up against imperial-
ist e\plmtatlon

‘sky in Memco, expr esslng 1evolu
i work and fight without stmt for

“ceialism,
and dled

tlonahsts, everywhere the meeting
took. . up a_collection to- aid the

and the colonial countries

Flint

FLINT Mich.
meeting; of the. Flint branel: of: the
‘,Soerah\st Workers Party, hearrl a,
review of Leon Trotsky’s
"struggles and:. principles,

and

sky:

you. on this oecasion for comme:
meratin:.
Comrade

Is. A Revolutlomst?’ was._ the
title. of Felix Morrow’s address
at the,Trotsky Memarial Meet-
ing held in Newark on Auguét
21. The meeting, attended by
meote than 40 people. most of
them industrial workers and
trade. unionists, sent greetmgs
to Natalia Trotsky in Mexico.
After reviewing  the events
since the assassination of Trot-
sky, Morrow, showed that the
Trotskyists. throughout the. worlzd
basing themselves, on. the prinei-
nles. of ‘the. Fourth. International,
had continued the socialist strug-
gle: for which Trotsky lived.
* For the rest, the speaker told.
of Trotsky’s activities and fight-
ing qualities, which will serve as.
a. model, to the, younger. genera-
tion, and will steel all revolution~

many of Trotsky's writings.

ists in periods of reaction,

the revolutionary life and 1deas.
The audience res-|

A message was adopted by the :
. meeting, to. be sent Natalia Trof-|

tlonaly solidarity and. pledging to.|

the 1eallzation of international so- |
for which Trotsky lived |f

As an act of international soli- :

darity with the Fourth Interna— ‘B

revolutlonary soclahsts\m Eulope A

The August 21|

lite. [§

vated to send the following tele- i
gram to. Comrade Nataha Trot- i

“Flint Michigan branch greets;|[§¥|

he living thoughts of ['f|
‘rotsky and we pledge |

ourselves to carry out his last|
words, ‘Go Forward!””
NEWARK, N, J. — “What [}

Corporatiens Get

20 Billions In
Profits This Year

“The f raud
Roosevelts,

Pres1dent
sacrifice”

of
“equal

“when, Leon Henderson,
“head, estlmated that - corpora-

|tions this year would reap 20

billion dollars worth of profits.
~Aceording - to. "Henderson’s. esti-
“mate, proﬁts im the ﬁ.rst iyear.

war would be four, times. as. much
.as. in 1939, and. double the profits
“of 1940

Henderson’s figures:
slightly from these of the conser-

tions will amass 17 billions,

profits this year.

clear that big business. is getting
. fat. on the war.

-net .eliminate war profiteering.
i According to. Henderson's esti-
. mate, even with. a 75% tax on
their income the

‘mora. in profits than. in 1939.
Henderson’s figures. do. not take
into- eoensideration the: huge hid-

 program was revealed this week |
OPA |

$FOOD COSTS MORE
$IN HARLEM

HHousewives,

2 they also palm. off,

exact

of .
United States. participation.in the |

differ)
vative Tr easury department ‘
which. estimates, that the: corpora- |
in |
By either of these figures it is| §

While. more taxes are being |
paid by the corporations, that does|

corponations |
would still get a billion dollars.|

Eale offered in - a pamphlet,

Vancement of" Colored People
y the Office of Price Administra-
freeze these

prices at the high Ma: h levels
—has set its stamp of approval

on. this gougmg of the Negro

in Harlem are$
»fmced to pay 6 cents more onl |
nthe dollar for food tham house-$
:wwes in other parts, of the city.$
' Not ondy do Harlem retailers?
systematically overcharge, butg
1nfer10r |
,goods for the high puces they 3
Tnese facts_and, otherg
ev‘ldence_ of priee dlsollnnna-
 tion against the Negro peonleg

 “Foodi ‘Costs: More In, Harlem- "3

<= The pamphlet charges that'v‘;

y tion —— by lettlng the retallers b
dlscrlmmatmy a

*and: price simply have no mean-
f’ing. There is a steady stream
of persons, mostly in family
groups, coming to the Welfare or

Othels have moved into vacant
store bulldmas and convelted fac-
tmy Tofts. .. We now have reached
-the stage whenre,
sible, we are furnighing these peor
'p’le ‘with railroad fare and send-

-t from,”

SITUATiﬂN FORESEEN
Despxte official clamor for meore

+| because of a. shortage in hous ng!
This. situation -did. not come’ ag,
surpnse It was foreseen by all

|:year ago when it became evident
3 that tens of thousands of war
workers would- migrate to Detroit.
:fto man the huge war plamts al-

|itime, Seven months, ago, the De-

 people not only in Harlem. but
in all commumtles where Ne-
;“groes are segregated

by the government,

corpoeratiens huge plants
tens. of millions of dellars..

.is: clear: move prefits: for the boss
es, a clamp on

workers,

den profits, given: the corporations
which. is|
 building, and. turning, over. to. the.)
worth [t

The. trend: of wartime econemy:|

wages. for thej

troit. Neu,s w10te regardmg the
ond Willow Run baomber plant,

story structule 1n the world, adh
'jacent to. the greatest alpport in
the' world, the. giant 4-miotored
' B:24. Consolidated bhombers..

. Straight ‘line assembly has been

i S,

ransportmq the workers who,

-are to. supplu their needs may. to- |
tal 1,060,000 persoms before . thel

By Leon

Now Published

His famous polemic
against the ‘moralist’
f "~ critics of Bolshevism,

as a Pamphlet

{

Trotsky.

48 pases == 20c per. copy.

| “The Moralists and

!

»
-
o
Z
m
m
»
b -

Wi ok AW

The pomphlet mcludes i :otsky s article,

| Marxism," which. Trotsky considered the;.
| secorid part of “Their Morals and Qurs.”

| 116 University Place

Sycophants Against.

New. York City.

FlsTiLL warting

| workers
| plant at Willow Run,
K| ject was to he built by the gov-
| ernment; ineluding at Teast, 20,000.)
‘§i permanent dwelling units. imme- |
i diatelfy, ag. well. as: sphools paving |
‘B sewers, and other. utilikies. ‘
i Countx oﬁﬁmals msueli warnings. |

| stituted. o onee,
b tide of. migration. sets. im, we are)|
| due for trouble. We. con certuindy,
k| expect em«tam’ic& chiefly, twphm sl
i and. ingrease;in. tiuberculosis. Fail- |
5 ure to dupose of garbage will

mey | yeavr s, end., are virtwally. non-exist-

b ent:
‘;shortsi'ghtedneﬁs, .
¥ tenee buck:pagsing and  private
Tl ax- grinding. . .The influx. of . mir |,

It. is. an appalline stery. of
efficial impe- |

' grants has started. Overcrowding

- to health authoritles
'eonstruction and equmment are
,stlll menths from completion.”

In this, same. article,

p July 1, 1941, ‘two months after
,‘ . the ground wag , broken for the |
‘bomber plant, the Council of De-

kK i fense. had appointed a committee |

4 to. study-the. Willow Run area and |
| répoxt: on, requirements, To, date
it is still. awaiting, that repmt ”

City, as, well as. Federal offigials,

; ’ ' were fully awale of, the approach-'
Kl ing housing crisis.

[ ruary 1942 the Mayor’s Committee:
¥ on Defense Housmg emphasized

Barly in Feb-

1mmed1ate need for a tremendous:

§; program of. housing. 'Bhis city
I committee recommended that 65,- | b
J| 000 newr dwellings: be budlt in the, |
H next. 15 months im the Detrmt in- |

4 dust region a.nd the 1mmed1ate
conshucthn of a city for defensa
near the Ford bomber

ousing
I Otto K. Engelke, di-
| rec’r
ACHERT Denartment declared that |
i “TTm ess controd measures are in-

| Housing offies. daily from the |
i parks where they have squatted in
_desperation, unable to find homes. ]
l-at Willow. Run, expected to have

whenever pos: |

ing them, baek whete they came |

war preduetion, these war work-

issued last. week by the Na-"y“ ‘ers are: being deivem from the. city.

tional Assocxatlon for the Ad- .

‘,responsxlﬂe» persons well over a

. ready under construction “at that.

hat it was ‘“the greatest single’

- worked. out. with- a detail: that rep-|
resents the apex of mventlve gen: |
But. plagns. for housing. and |

with their fammes and those who|

_ ‘of all housing facilities is reach-|
" |f| ing_a_dangerous stage, according |
.And plant"

This pro- |

il owdmg wh.tch ‘
‘ wonld result from the

of. Washtenmau County’ s |

before. the full |

breed rats and- flies, motorious,
carviers of disease. The chance of
isolating those w ith commumcable
" disease is slight, since hospital fa~
cilities in this area are wholly
| inadequate.” ’

UAW-CIO PROPOSAL

The powerful UAW-CIO, fore-
seeing these conditions, earl‘y‘ ini-
"-ti‘ated an energetic campaign to
obtain the necessary housing ac-
‘commodations. Om November 14
‘of last year, it was announced in
. Washington that “President Roos-
. evelt has indorsed a UAW-CIO
propesal for creation of a 10,000
. home ‘Defense City’ in. the De-
troit area to house 'defense work-
fers in a model community.”
This proposal, stated the Deiroit
‘News, “far outreaching any de-

| previously anywhere in. the eoun-
try...to be built on the most mods
ern, type of city plan, would have
approximately 30,000 mhabltants
It would be located, the umion
.proposed, in the area between De-
‘troit and Ypsilanti, te relieve the
" housing shortage developing be-
‘cause of the Ford bomber plant

1 70,000. employees when operating
‘at eapacity next year. The union
proposed. that the model commun-
ity be gwned by its residents and
built by money borrowed from
the Federal government. It would
have complete municipal facilities
‘with a civiec eenter, parks and
recreation facilities, AW offie
cial Walter Reuther, . .predicted
that. ‘Defense City’ could be coms
pleted within one year.”

‘ROOSEVELT’S PROMISE

Presuient Roosevelt made pub-
lic 'a letter of approval for the
- plan: ‘I am very much interested

UAW for ‘Defense City,’ a. come
‘munity of 10,000 dwellings to. be
‘located. in. the Detroit, 1ndustr1al
.area, and to, be operated and. man-
-aged under the Mutual Home
Ownership Plan. T am mstructmg
“the. 1espon51ble Federal Housmg
‘agencies te survey the possﬂnh-
‘ties of ‘Defense City’ and submit
| the results: of their findings for
‘my consideration: at. the earliest
possible: date. Please be. assured
.of my interest in making thim
hou,smg br oposal a. reality. .

It is now almost a year s1nce
Roosevelt publlcly declared that
he was interested “in making this
(UAW) housing proposal a real-
‘ity.”” But nething has been done
"to- make: it a. reality. Neither has
i anything heen. done about all the
~other plams, propesals and. resolu~
.tions, to. build the necessary
hhuses for war workers, who con-
tinue to pour into the city at the
rate of about 5,000 families a
'month, '

In this same period while virtu-
‘ally nothing has. been done about
.providing Thousing accommodas
itious.fer.the workers, the big eapr

| italists have received: every. co-
the De-|

i t'rmt Netts pomted out that on

;operation from federal and local
authorities to rush th10ugh to
eompletion their magmﬁcent mil-
lion-dollar plants equipped with
the finest of machine tools, pro-
'vided and paid for by the U. S.
‘' Treasury. The big corporations
eot. the plants; the workers got
.the promises. Why?

(Subsequent issues of THE
MILITANT" will carry other ar-
ticles by, Larissa Reed on the De=
tro;,t housmg crisis and the run-
around given the UAW plan.)

h.,AlBERTGOlDMAN
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Negro Struggle

By Albert Parker.

A WHITH SKIN

A Statement On the Negroes and Indm

On: the whole, the Negro press
has not thus far devoted any-
where near the amount of at-
tention to the present struggle
in India. that it deserves. There
have been a few short articles
and some editorials, chiefly on
the arrest of Gandhi and the
other Congress leaders. Some
papers have poeinted out the dif-
ference between the talk about
democracy and the treatment of
the Indian people. But general-
ly speaking, the Negro papers
have not. come out with a sharp,
clear stand on the Indian fight.

Why this is the case on the
part of the individual important
Negro weeklies, it. is difficult to
attempt to explain. Certainly
their present silence or brevity
does not jibe at all with the de-
tailed and decisive statements
most of them made befere the
beginning of the civil disobedi-
ence campaign now in progress.

NEGROES SUPPORT
INDIANS

Nor does it conform to the
sentiments of the great mass
of Negroes, most of whom show
an intense interest in the In-
dian struggle and express only
warm- sympathy for the Indian
fighters. .

Least. of all does such a treat-
ment of this problem serve the
interests of the Negro struggle
for equality in this country. As
we pointed out in this column
last week, the arguments raised
by spokesmen for British impe-
rialism against the Indian
struggle are similar in all basic
respeets to those voiced by the
defenders. of Jim Crowism
against the struggle to end ra-
cial discrimination in this coun-
try. The Negro people can and
should defend their own inter-
ests in this country by taking
an uncompromising stand on be-
half of the fight for Indian in-
dependence. Plainly enough, a
Negro paper which does not
take a clear stand on this ques-
tion, now, that the Indian strug-
gle has reached a crucial stage,
is not in a good logical or mo-
ral position to attack those for-
mer “friends” of the Negro peo-
ple who remain silent on the
present Negro struggle because
there is a war on.

RANDOLPH STATEMENT

In contrast to most of the Ne-
gro \press was the statement
made - last week by A. Philip
Randolph on behalf of the
March. on Washington move-
ment which he leads. Although
this statement is open to. con-
siderable criticism, as we shall
show below, it is significant as
the statement of a Negro whose
position of leadership in the Ne-
gro movement depends upon his
expressing, even though in dis-
torted form, the aspirations and
sentiments of the rank and file.
The statement began as follows:

“The March on Washington
movement hails the militant,
noble and persistent struggle of
the people of India for freedom
and. independence from the bru-
‘tal tyranny of Great Britain.

"“Negro  people of America,
the West Indies and Africa
should support this grim, de-
termined and. courageous battle
for freedom under the gallant,
wise and. dauntless leadership.
of Mohandas: K. Gandhi for they
constitute one_of the great op-
pressed. and exploxted sections.
of the darker races of the
world, seeking their liberation
from ruthless British imperial-
ism.”

© With this part of the state-
ment we are in practically com-
plete agreement. We think that
it expresses the sentiments of
the Negro masses.

' GANDHI-RANDOLPH

SIMILARITY

(Our single objection to this
part of the statement would be
to the characterization of Gan-
dhi. We fully support the strug-
gle now going on in India, even.
though for the time it is under
the leadership: of Gandhi, and
we oppose the British jailing of
Gandhi, but we have no illu-
sions about Gandhx, who has
often placed himself in the
leadershlp of Indian struggles
in the past only to call them
off at the decisive moment and
to. compromise and surrender to
‘the British rulers. In this re-
speet, Gandhi is like Randolph
who also has often placed him-
self at the head of Negro. strug-
gles only to call them off in
return for a shabby compro-
mise, as he did last year when
he called off the March on
Washington. It is one thing to
support the struggle which. is
being led by Gandhi, it is an-
other and a different thing to
spread illusions about him.)

There are other parts in Ran-

substantially correct. He urges. |
Negro organizations to adopt.

resolutions demanding the free- |

dom of India, to demand the
freedom of the CQngLess party
leaders, to send expressions. of
sympathy to India, etc.

RANDOLPH’S APPROACH
INCORRECT

But while Randolph takes a |
much more positive stand on |
behalf of the .Indian struggle |

than has been taken in any

other Negro statement we have |
seen, it is nevertheless; inaccept- |

able. For Randolph sees. the In-

dian struggle for independence |
from Great Brifain as part of |

Great Britain’s war against the

Axis, and. he wants Negroes to!.

appeal to Churchill for India’s

independence on the grounds |

that this would be in the in-
terests of Britain,

Randolph thus puts himself

in the position of trying to tell |

“ruthless British imperialism”

what is the best way for it to|

conduct its imperialist war. To
this Churchill and the other rep-
resentatives of Indian eppres-.
sion would probably reply,
“Thank you, but we know how
to best conduct our. war and
protect our imperialist inter-
ests.” :

BRITAIN WOULD RATHER
LOSE WAR THAN COLONIES

The Brxtl.sh imperialists are |

fighting this war to be able to |
maintain their hold - over the
colenies. So far as they are con-
c¢erned, there would be no sense
in fighting the war at all if
they have to give up. colonies
like India to win. it.-Their con- |
duct of the war in Malaya and
Burma shows that they would |
much prefer to lose India to
Japanese imperialism than to
lose it to. the Indian people, be-
cause they feel they have a. het-
ter chance of getting the colo-
nies back from their rival im-
perialists than they would of j
getting them back from. the: co- |
lonial people. That was why the

; e“Brm,sh ag,lreed while, they were

negotlatmg the surrender ot \
Singapore, that. “1000 British |

troops would remain in Singa- |
pore City to maintain order un- |
til the Japanese Army comple-

ted occupation.” (N. Y. Times,

Feb. 16, 1942.)

Those who. really want to
support India’s struggle must
understand the contradiction in
which Randolph and all other
supporters ‘of the imperialist
war find themselves. In this
struggle you are either for In-
dia fighting against Britain; or
for Britain fighting against In-
dia, You cannot be for India on|
the ground that its freedom will

aid the interests of British im- |

perialism any more than you
can be for British imperialism
in this struggle on the ground
that its continued domination
of India will aid the interests |
of India.

NEED FOR CLEAR s
PROGRAM —
We have nothing in common h ‘

with those who spread this kind
of confusien. — and. Randolph

is. by no means the only one whd |11

does. It is undoubtedly this
same contradiction

Randolph is involved that is re- |

sponsible for the way in which [}
the Indian struggle has been: ||}

handled thus far by the Negre
papers, most of which are also
committed to: support of the im-
perialist war,

As for us, we do not see any |
community of interest between
the slaveholder (British impe-
rialism) and his slaves (the eo-
lonial people.) Those who tell
the masses: that the way to end
slavery is by appealing to the
teason” of the slaveholder, and
telling him that it is in his ownj
interests to. free the slaves, will

never lead the slaves to free-|

dom. On the contrary, by such
a course they only guarantee.
the continuation of the slaye-
helder’s. power.

With this viewpoint we are
sure the mass of the Negro peo-
ple will agree They know what
oppression is from their own
experiences, and they hate it
whether it is imposed by fas-
cist or. “democratic’ oppress-
ors. Just as they correctly place.
the interests. of the Negro
struggle in this country above
the interests of the imperialist
war, so too will they support
the struggle of  their Indian
brothers and sisters, regardless.
of the false arguments of those:
who want to preserve British |
imperialism. And those who try
the impossible task of reconcil-
ing the interests of imperialism
with the interests of the
masses., :

Two years have elapsed since Stalin, through his agent’
Jacson, sueceeded. in achieving, his most. cherished ambition within
the last two decades, to remaove Leon. Trotsky from the realm
of the: living. By virtue of this murder future generations will
consider Stalin as having committed the greatest single crime
ever committed against the working masses. For he deprived
them at th1s crxtlcal moment in the h1st01'y of mankind of the
one man who, were he alive, might have’ been the factor which
means the difference between victory and defeat for the socialist.
revolution.

We can be truly gratef‘ul that the forces of history did net.
permit Stalin to commit the murder until our teacher had
sueceeded in explaining to us the causes that. led to the degenera-
tion: of the Soviet Union. Had. Stalin been able to take Trotsky’s.
life 15 ox se, years earlier, ‘the chances are that we would have
had to wait many years before someone would arise to furmish
us with the. correet explanation of the causes that led to the
rise: of a regime in the Seviet Union which constitutes: a denial
of everything that we believed and hoped would come out of the
greatest revolution in history. k

The Stahmst regime in the Soviet Union was the rock upon
which many a dream . and hope were shattered. People were
unable to *understand how a socialist revolution could give rise
to. a. government: that destroyed freedom for those who had
devoted their lives to socialism, that utilized the foulest methods
to brmg discredit upon the leaders of the October Revolution.
And many became dlsheartened and gave up the struggle for the

ideal of socialism. How could a soeialist revolution give rise to- |

a. regime which based itself on nothing, hut. lies and terror?

Trotsky wrote and, explamed and we read and understood
and continued the struggle. Ma.ny gave up the struggle; many
even saw or pretended to see in capitalist democracy the true
hope of mankind. What utter self-deception!  To behold in a
regime that is rotten and dying the possmlhty of solving the ills
of the world!

But those who did not want to retire from the struggle
accepted. the explanation of Trotsky and the result is that we

are here tonight meeting under the auspices of an orgamzed |

group, mourning for our teacher but determined to carry on the

struggle regardless. of consequences until vietory crewns our

efforts, until the ideas of Trotsky are realized,
) * k%

What. weuld. have been, Trotsky’s message to the workers
of the Soviet. Union now that. the event he predicted and. warned
them against has come to pass; the. attack of Hitler on the Soviet
Union? What would have been Trotsky’s message. to the workers :

f England and of this country? I am as certain as I am of
standing on this. platform that in substance it would have been
the same as the message that the Socialist Workers Party
presents through its press and speakers.

Naturally, with his great genius he would have lllummated
the scene much better; and would have penetrated much more
deeply into the events transpwmg before our eyes. But the

.essential message would have been the same.

To the ‘workers-tin the Soviet Union:. ‘he.would have said:.

© Fight on, fighton! Guard vnth your-lives. the conquests-. o

October, even under Stalin. The Soviet Wbrkers are indeed follow-
ing that message. How else can we explain the heroism of the
Red Army except on the basis that they understand what they
are ﬁghtmg for?

The Soviet workers would not suffer .and die on. the basis. of
Stalin’s appeal- to. them. to. remember the Russian heroes of old,
the heroes of the Ru,ssmn landlords; they. are enduring - in-
describable torture only because they understand that a victory
of Hitler means a return to capitalist exploitation with a faseist
covering. They are sustained in their struggles by memories of’
October even though Stalin is doing his best to destroy those
memories.

Trotsky’s message would not have ended with an appeal to
fight to the death. and neither does our. The more desperate the
crisis, in the Soviet Union: becomes, the greater the necessity for
the overthrow of the Stalinist regime. The situation has reached
a point where almost no matter what happens, the conquests of
Octoper are. in, danger of. destruetlon That goes without saying if
Hitler is victorious.. But it is also exceedingly likely even if the:
democratie imperialists succeed in defeating Hitler. For by this
time the destruction in the Sowiet Union is so vast that Stalin

will be compelled to beg his allies for aid and his capitalist. allies |

will give aid only on condition. of ‘economic concessions. Stalin
has already given vxtal political concessions and he will not

in  which [{

the papers admit he never had

Extracts from Abert Goldman’s Speech at the New York Tmtsky Mememl Meetmg, August 21,1942

dolph’s statement which are alse |

|
ALBERT GOLDMAN

’ hesitate to grant economic ones.

A third possibility is a separate peace between Stalin and

Hitler. I do not consider it very probable, but there is & distinet
| possibility. In that ease Stalin becomes Hltlers henchman and
. under the guidance of Hitler, Stalin will proceed once more to

build secialism in. one country—this time in a much. smaller coun-
try, perhaps only in Siberia. But. since Stalin has never: indicated
that the building of socialism in one country depended upon. its
size we may presume that, with, Hitler's permission, he will renew
his efforts to achieve his utopia regaldless of-how mugch. t.ex:mtory

" he has to experlment with, e

If ever a theory has been. tragically refuted, it is the Stalinist

) ‘theory of socialism in one country It was exceedingly. difficult

even for. Trotsky, to convince - people of the absurdxty and
'crmmmahty of that theory It took: Hitler to confirm in practice

revolution to the advanced capitalist. countries,
We have not heard nor read a single word coming from the

socialism in one country.

In the last analysis it is that theory which is responsible for
the defeats of the Red Army in spite. of its heroie: struggles:
The only weapon that can save the Soviet Union is: incompatible

' with that theory. It is the weapon of-revolutionary: propaganda,

2 weapon that can be used only by people who believe and: who.
have faith in the world socialist. Xrevolution. ;

It is evident that.in a prolonged war the industrial. superiority
of Germany guarantees it a victory over the Soviet. Union. ‘The,

young Soviet Republic was saved by the German Revolution in

1918. It was not. a proletarian. revolutxon—-the‘ Social Democratic
leaders: saw. to it that the revolution remained within the Timits
of capitalist property relations. Nevertheless that revolution
saved the Soviet Union.. And only a proletarian revolutien in
Germany or England or the United States can once more save the
Soviet Republic.

It is this factor that makes it absolutely. essential for the
Soviet. masses to rid themselves of the Stalinist regime. Under

' the banner of Lenin and Trotsky the Soviet masses can be

vietorious but never under the banner of Stalin, a banner of

. treachery and betrayal.

ok ok

If Trotsky were alive it would be not only his message. that.
would count. Stalin understood and feared the possibility of-a
movement among. the Soviet masses, in case of serious military
revérses during a war, to demand the return of the leader of
the. Red Army victorious in the days of the Civil War. There

- are millions of workers in the Soviet Union who remember well

the inspiring leadership of Leon Trotsky in the years of 1918

" through 1920, when the Red Army fought heroically and. defeated

its enemles

that socialism is possible only on a world scale and that a
country in which a socialist revolution has oceurred cannot. hope .
L to build a new socialist society without the extension of. the

Stalinists or. their sympathizers in defense of the theory of .
' the willingness and ability of Gandhi and Nehru, representing

- the school of bitter experience that victory is. possible but. only

e

| DEFENSE

ia noble and: lofty thought.

than their share.

The Case of Major

-Horace Dﬂdge

w

Editor:

. Equality of sacrifice is indeed
That
the rich and the poor, the high-
.placed and. the lowly, should to-
gether, without distinction, fight |

| shoulder to. shoulder, is claimed

to he the essence of true democ-
racy! '

However, in the very nature of.
things, a perfect balance is rare-
ly achieved, and sometimes it ap-
pears that the poor and the low-
ly are called upon to carry more
That this, is |
‘not. always so is shown by the |

 courageous conduct. and. sacrifie-

ing attitude: of Horace E. Dodge,

- wealthy playboy, member of one,

:of America’s. 60 faamh:es, on

‘whose. case. the Detroit press has
‘shed a little light.

Heretofore, Horace’s centribu-
tion to the welfare of his country |

ularly change. his, wives. Now, |
“overcome with the desire to do.|

Just

what this is, I do nét know, but

has been to spend lavishly of|
:the millions. left. te: him. by his |
. Auto Baron. father and to. reg-

his. share, he. has answered. the‘
'call to the colors and been com-
' missioned a Major! Stationed in
 Washington, B, C., it is reported
"that he is a “specialist.”

any military training befere. At
'any rate, his. duties must be con- |

-sidered a, military secret, since
they have not been divulged, de-
spite many queries by newspa-

' permen.

Horace’s training suits him ad-
mirably for such a high military,

post. Having many times faced :
the heavy barrage of divorce law- ;

yers, this eock-tail lounge com-
'mando is surely the stuff from:
which leaders of fighting men are

‘made!

But the. supreme joy of. lead-
-ing men: into battle is. to be: de-
‘nied our hero and herein lies the|
_quality of his great sacrifice.
The spirit of the ban:acks, the [
thrill of the. bugle sounding at
the crack of dawn, all this Hor- |
ace must. forego. Denied the pri- |
‘vilege of serving in the front-

.lines, Major Dodge will have to |
‘content  himself with the. head-
lines. But dutifully, as. & real sel- |

dier should; he bows. to this: with-.
out protest. ]

Surrounded by his staff, the |
Major bears with great® fortitude.
the harsh: conditions of military |
life in the Capitol, according to.
"the press. Together with his, |
‘aides at. G. H. Q. located in. the

swank Wardman Park Hotel, the.|
day-to-day strategy is outlmed '

Prepared for any emergency, his
\

In these dark hours the thought.s of millions. of Soviet. work-

INDIAN PEASANTS
NEED' WORKERS AID

(Contmued from page 1)
mittees and to proceed with the
‘division of the land: -

The Indian peasants are look-
'ing to the. proletariat in the
cities to give them guidance and
leadership. The mest backward
Indian peasant. knows that the
only ones who. supported the Rus-

. staff includes a taster who sam-
. ples. all drinks to. see. that they
 conform. to regula’uons Nightly
they sally forth in battle array
to blitzkrieg the bars and local
Hot Spots
It is reliably reported that

Horace is determined to “go all
out’* for the war effort. It must
be apparent by now that when
it. comes to sacrifice. — the Ma-
Jor is in a class. by himself. And
(it. is, just. this fact that the mil-
"lions of men from. the factories
and fields. who make up the army
‘are not likely to forget.

B. G

New York City.

| this. revolution

| on, earth will- be able: to- with,
 stand. the onward: sweep. of: the.

sian peasants in their demand for |}

the land and in their struggle
against. the landlerds. and the

.Czarist regime were the Russian |

workers.

This is the. first time in history
that the working class is being
called upon to agsume the leader-

ship of an agrarian. revolutlon in |}
a colonial country The scope of | |
is, likewise. un- |

precedented, involvmg as it does

the bulk of India’s population of |

400,000,000,

The Indian workers possess an
important advantage in that their
ties with the village are still
fresh. They have at their. d’ispnsal
the recent. Iess;ms of history,
above all those of the Russian
and Chinese experiences. Once.

the' Indian peasantry becomes
imbued with the conviction that
the workers are prepared to fight |}

with them to the end, no power

Indian revolution.

|| in the oo

et e
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ers, as they are confronted with defeat under Stalm, would
1neV1tab1y have turned towards Trotsky. The demand for his
return would have been the rallying slogan of the political revolu-
_tion against Stalin. The tyrant within the Kremlin walls feared

. to murder Trotsky before the Soviet. Union was involved in war,
L '

But the message of Trotsky would not have been limited

the wolkmg masses and of humanity. They still have their
organizations; they have not been defeated; they are powerful:
and vigorous. . ’ ‘

They see only the foreign enemy; they have their eyes glued
on Hitler whom they dread. They are right in fearing him, but.
they must understand that the capitalists in their own countries
do not have the same kind of fear of Hitler. They are| afraid of
Hitler because he represents the rival capitalists of Gemnany,
eager te grab the colonies and wealth now in the possession of
the ‘British and American capitalists. The American and English

regime in their countries. In.fact, whenever it. becomes necessary
for them to have such a regime, they will try to bring it into
emstence

as the capitalists control the economic life of their nations, so
long will the war of those nations be an imperialist war. A defeat
of Hitler’s armies will not defeat fascism in England or the
United States. What can and will defeat fascism the world over
is a workers’ government in England and in the United States.
A workers’ government taking control of all industries can appeal
to the colonial masses and above all to the German masses.
The. message of Trotsky, which is. our ‘message, would be:
Workers of England and thie United States, you are now fizhting
in a war which is only in the interest of your big capitalists;
take the government into your own hands; take the industries
away from the capitalists; proclaim your determination. to bu11d
socialism. And the masses all over the world, including G01many,
will rise against their Hitlers and Mussolinis, You will then win
the war against all the. exploiters of the world. You will have
peace and security. There is no road to peace and security other -
than. the road of socialism, 4
* % %

How long will the war continue with its terrible destruction?
What will be its outcome? We cannot be certain about the
answers. ’
‘We are sure of this. Capitalism has reached a stage where

it can offer nothing but wars and fascism and all that these.
imply. The masses must take their fate into their own hands and. .
: begin the building of a new society. Knowing this the advanced

workers. have no alternative except to continue the struggle for

the liberation of the working masses. And this struggle can be
vietorious only under the banner of Marx,, Engels, Lenin and
Trotsky.

~ Even if the worst should come we shall continue: the struggle.
Individuals may get tired bub:the masses cannot and will not
cease to struggle. Hitler cant’ﬁoti solvé the problems of- socxety o
if he is victorious; Churchill and Roosevelt cannot solve those
problems if they are vigtorious. The struggle must go on..

If the Soviet Union should be destroyed it will constitute: a k

terrible. blow. But even now, the fires of revolution are bemg
lighted: in India. Those fires; may be dampened in. one part of,
the world but they cannet be, extinguished everywhere. We doubt

the capitalists of India, to wage a struggle to the'end. But we
have faith in the Indian masses. If they do not have the. proper
leadership now, they will have it in the future, Although: the.
Indian struggle. for independence is not the social revolution
which we call for, it is nevertheless, even under Gandhi and
Nehru, a struggle agamst imperialism and we support it.

The Indian masses and the masses everywhere will learn in

under the banner represented by Trotsky. At present only a' -
handful mourns, the loss of our great teacher. But as the. strugg‘le
of the masses develops, they will learn about his life and teach-
ings.

Just before he died Leon Trotsky told us to “go forward.”
He did: not mean, he could not have-meant, that our path will be
straight. and smooth. More than anyone else he understood what .
great difficulties confront us. But he understood that by struggle .
we can. overcome those difficulties. There will be defeats but also.
victories.

Gulded by his teachmgs, inspired by his life, we $hall proceed:
to spread his message, confident that ultimate vietory belongs: to
the explmted masses. Under the banner of Trotsky the masses:
will. march towards socialism and will achieve peace and security.

that very thing and that is why he was so anxious and determmed; .

te the Soviet workers. Above all he would have appealed to the i
English and American workers in whose hands lies the fate of

big buysiness people are not worried about a possible faseist .

The American and English workers must learn that so long <

| POLICY

| MINNEAPOLIS
| TRIAL

1—A Criticism by Grandizo Munis
2—An Answer by James P. €Cannon

The policy of the defense in the historic
trial of 28 members of the Socialist
Workers Party and the CIO is analyzed
and discussed from two points of view
in this clear and illuminating polemic on
'Marxisat principles and» propaganda
methods.

This. pamphlet will be of especial inter-
*est. to all who have read the two other
Pioneer Pamphlets on the trial —
James P. Cannon’s “Socialism On Trial”
and Albert Goldmans “In Defense of
Soc1al‘1$m
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers,: financed

by the government, but under control

of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
 ernment but controlled by the trade
_unions, to train workers to become
officers.

2. ,Trade union wages for all workers
- drafted into the army.

- 8. Full equality for Negroes in the armed

forces and the war ‘industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
- priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control

- 5. For a rising scale of wages to meet the

rising cost of living.

6. Workers Defense Guards agamst vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

and Farmers’
ment. ;

Govern-

}w‘hat’s ‘wro‘ng
- With The ALP

Wartime conditions have made it mandatory
for the workers to find a means of political ex-
pression and struggle. Issues corifronting the work-

~ers which formerly were in the main ‘fought out
- on the economic level are now lifted to the political

plane. ,

Disputes between labor and management tend
to become disputes between labor and govern-
~mental boards and agencies. Every basic problem
faced by the workers — even .such elementary

. problems as wages, hours of work, and the speed-
" up—must now be fought out not only with the

individual employer but with the whole political
apparatus of the Roosevelt war machine.

Under the impulse of war, moreover, workers are
of necessity looking beyond their immediate
economic demands to the more general political
questlons of the conduct of the war, its aims and
its outcome.

The New York workers, living in the metro-

politan center of the country,-are among the most
politicaly advanced sections of the working class.
The American Labor Party of New York, there-
fore, could be thé most potent force for independent
labor political action in America. That is why, in
the current gubernatorial campaign, the politically
advanced workers throughout the' country have

* followed the actions of ‘the ALP with the closest

interest. In the current state elections the ALP
could well have started the American workers on
the path towards a national independent labor

e party

But what did the ALP leaders do?
~These political pygmies have once again demon-
strated themselves to be only the camp followers

 of the Democratic Party of Roosevelt.
. This year, more than ever before, they have

succeeded in making the Labor Party an object of

- scorn and ridicule instead of the inspiration to the

American workers that it could be.
In the current New York gubernatorial cam-

- paign, the ALP leaders announced in advance that
~ they would support the pro-Roosevelt James Mead,

if he were nominated by the Democratic conven-
tion. They threatened that if he or some other
“Democrat approved by Roosevelt were not
" nominated by the Democratic convention, they
would. run an independent candidate.

 The Democratic_convention nominated John J.
‘Bennett, an anti-Roosevelt tool of Farley. The
ALP leaders’ answer was to nominate a candidate
- of their “own”—Dean Alfange, a Tammany Hall
Democrat This was the fimit of their “indepen-
-dence.” ,
© The N. Y. Times, crowing over the ludicrous
picture presented by the ALP, stated in an editorial

‘on August 25:

““A man who had wandered into Saturday’s

Labor Party convention by mistake would "have

“been excused for thinking that this was not a

o separate political party, but 31mply a dissatisfied

faction of the Democratic party.”

The bosses themselves have nothing but con-
_ tempt for their political servants in the Workmg-

class

. The shameful course of the ALP leaders in this

_gampaign cannot be disassociated from their whole

past record. The workers of New York supported
the ALP because they were dissatisfied with the
policies of the capltahst partles and‘ wanted an
independent organization to combat the policies
and candidates of the old parties. But the ALP
leaders, while capitalizing on the desire of the
masses for a separate labor political organization,
have opposed the adoption of an independent and
militant program designed to meet the needs of
the workers.

Such a program in and of itself would dictate
an independent role for the ALP. But as long as
the ALP adapts itself to the program of Roose-
velt, it cannot logically put up an independent
fight. To meet the problems of the workers it is
necessary to oppose the anti-labor actions of the
Roosevelt war machine, to fight against the attacks
on workers’ rights and living standards. Without
such a program the ALP is a hollow shell, with the
form of what the Workers want, but not the
substance.

The lesson of the current political campaign in
New York is that the workers need not only an-
independent political organization, but also a
fighting program that will answer thé pressing
problems facing the masses. It is a lesson that
should be absorbed, and acted upon, by the work-
ers not only in New York, but throughout the
country.

No More Sacco-
Vanzetti Cases!

August 22'marked 15 years since the execution
of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti in Bos-
ton.

The years that have passed”have strengthened
the conviction of the masses that the pretexts given
by the court and the state for murdering these
two men were thoroughly false. In the eyes of the
capitalist class the realy“‘crime” of which these
two anarchists were guilty was that they fought
the capitalist system and advocdted a new order
of society in which class oppresSion, war and hung-
er would be abolished.

-The chain of events that brought these two
men to the electric chair began in the years im-
mediately following World War I. As a conse-
quence of the war, country after country witnessed
revolutions against the social system which had
brought the masses years of death and suffering.

The first of these revolutions took place in Rus-
sia where a workers’ and peasants’ government
was established; in Hungary the workers held
power for several months until the imperialists
crushed them; the German workers made a revo-
lution that drove the Kaiser out but did not suc-
ceed in taking power in a socialist government

because of the treachery of the social-democratic ’

leaders. "The spirit of revolt encircled the globe
and manifested itself in rice “riots” in Japan and
a movement for national liberation swept India.

The American ruling class were in a frenzy of
fear that the socialist ideal would grip the Amer-
ican masses. - Their way of preventing this was
a drive to imprison thousands of militants. And
they did not forget their favorite weapon: the
frame-up.

Sacto and Vanzetti were arrested, charged with
having committed a holdup and murder. The
case against them was the flimsiest possible. Felix
Frankfurter (now Supreme Court Justice), Os-
mond Fraenkel and other lawyers clearly showed
that Sacco and Vanzetti were not guilty. The pro-
tests' of millions oft workers and farmers, apd even
members of other classes who maintained some
regard for the truth, went unheeded.

The ruling class would not give up its vrctlms
On August 22 the switch was pulled and Sacco
and Vanzetti died.

Fifteen years have passed since that day and
now a new war is raging. As a consequence of this
war the working class will have new victims. The
hate and fear of the capitalist class is greater now
than it was in the last war. Since the last war
the ruling class feels much weaker and for that
it is more desperate.

If one can judge by the will of the master
class, there will be thousands of Saccos and Van-
zettis arisipg out of this war Where the last war
saw 1nd1v1¥1ua]s

In the arrest, conviction and sentencing to im-
prisonment of 18 members of the Socialist Work-
ers Party and leaders of Minneapolis Teamsters
Local -544-CIO on ‘December 7, 1941 we saw a
manifestation of persecutions such as marked the
last war when socialist leaders headed by Debs

were imprisoned. ‘

The American working class wants no more
Sacco and Vanzetti cases. In order to assure this,
the capitalist class must be stopped now in its
attack on labor and civil rights. The way to

begin this job is by supportmg the 18 in their
appeal agamst the conv1ct10n
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gan-U, S. Steel groups did not
want to jeopardize their own in-
vestments, '

The present war crisis has not
in the least modified the attitude
of the big corporations. Relating
his recent experiences, Lindahl
said: ;
“Wherever we went, we en-
countered the Morgan-U. S. Steel
forces and these had the power
to prevent every private and gov-
ernment source from handing us
the funds pledged to us in
written, signed undertakings.”

Nelson has caonsistently come
to the defense of the $l-a-year
men whenever they became the
subject of unfavorable publicity
for their efforts in the interests
of big business.

On March 14, Philip Guthrie
and two other executives resigned
from the WPB in protest against
various WPB officials, The three
claimed that these officials had
blocked war production because
the pocketbooks of the industries
and firms from which they came
would be hurt.

The Truman Committee in-

found them true, Nelson, in order
to defend the dollar-a-year men
setup, tried to have the Truman
Committee’s report suppressed.

In a statement on August 22,
Nelson asserted that he was
going to dismiss some of his aides
in a “housecleaning.” Up to now,
however, the only heads to roll
have been those of persons who
exposed the corporation influence
on WPB policies.

Libbey’s own middle class
“remedies” for the situation are
unworkable under the present
economic setup. He proposes that
the entire steel industry, large
plants and small plants, be
treated as “one great national
unit so far as placing war orders
is concerned.” In other words, he
asks the large corporations to
let the smaller corporations in on
the war profits,

Since the large corporations
control the WPB now there is no
hope that Libbey’s proposals—
which are against the interests
of -the large companies—will be
accepted.

Any WPB setup, even if com-
petely without representatives of

vestigated Guthrie’s charges and‘

Nelson Fires Aide For
Exposing $1-A-Year Men

have to deal with the steel cor-
porations. The corporations would
be able to wield decisive power
by their economic strength. A
program to which the large steel
corporations did not agree would
be doomed to failure in advance.
The large corporations will agree
and cooperate only with a pro-
gram in their own interests. Only
through a decisive social change,
the removal of the -capitalist
ownership of the steel industry,
would it be possible to organize
the steel industry as a whole and
secure full potential production.

In summary: The big steel
corpofations are determined, war
or no war, to keep their control
over the industry. They are
having the government finance
new plants for them, while no
possible competitor can receive

aid from the government.
The proposals of tne middle-
class reformers shatter against
the wall of large-scale corporation
domination of production. Only
through the abolition of capltal-
ism and the establishment of so-
cialism can planning and full.
scale use of the productive capa-

the big corporations, would still

city be realized.

Significant news is penetrating

For
talist press of the “democratic”
imperialists has carried glowing
reports of Yugoslav resistance, the
leadership of which has heen cre-
dited solely to General Mikhailo-
vitch, Minister of War of the
Yugoslav government. The pro-
gram of this resistance has been

.| reported as being purely the chau-

vinistic program of the Chetniks.

REPORT FORMATION. '
OF SOVIETS

The truth is that another kind
of struggle has- been unfolding:
insurgent workers dnd peasants
of Yugoslavia are fighting - not
only agaihst the German and Ital-

‘ ian conquerors but also against

their native exploiters;, The peas-
ants want to drive out the land-
lords and to divide the land; the
workers are supporting this strug-
gle of the peasantry and are ad-
vancing their own program of the
proletarian revolution. These re-
volutionary detachments’ have
created Soviets and are, obviously
growing in strength and influence.

A report in the August issue of
the Fourth International sum-

the double wall of fascist and

“democratic” censorship relating to the developments in the oc-
cupied . countries in Europe, especially Yugoslavia.
some time now the capi-’

%
marizes the developing situation
as follows:

“The bourgeois press, which
would like to portray the Yugo-
slav struggle as purely one in
favor of the United Nations, nev-
ertheless recently reported the es-
tablishment of a Soviet regime in
the mountains of Montenegro un-
der the leadership of the former
professor of history at Belgrade
University, the well-known prog-
ressive Dr. Slobodan Jovanovitch.
Clashes between “Communists”
and Chetniks have been admitted
several times, followed by reports
of truces

MIKHAILOVITCH’
CAMPAIGN

“This conflict seems to have
grown. recently. On July 18 a
dispatch from Turkey announced
that ‘General Mikhailovitch had
launched a campaign against Com-
munist partisan bands accused of
marauding Serbian and Bosnian
villages in the territory controlled
by the.loyal Yugoslav armies.’
Shortly after, the Communist par-
tisan bands were called ‘bandits

Yugoslav Masses Fight
Nazis And Mikhailovitch

The language of the revolution is beginning to be heard
more and more openly in the actions of the oppressed millions
of this world now engulfed in the second imperialist slaughter.

General Mikhailovitch had begun
anti-Communist repressions ‘fol-
lowing assurances from Moscow
that the partisans were operating
independently and without the au-
thorization of the Soviet.’ Had it
been really a question of ‘bandits

{ and looters’ Mikhailovitch would

scarcely have asked for authori-
zation from Moscow to proceed
against them. ;

“The real class character of the
conflicting forces is clear. The
‘Communist’ partisan bands rep-
resent the poor elements of the
villages, while the *Chetniks are
the elements in the villages ap-
proximating Kulaks.

The class struggle between the
two develops, wherever the Ger-
man oppression is even slightly
lifted by Serbian resistance.”

“The Serbian movement shows
' ug, though in limited scope, the
revolutionary implications of the
movement of resistance against
the Nazis in the occupied coun-
tries. As a purely national strug-
gle it has no independent value
amid the battle of the imperialist
giants. But it plays its part, in
Lenin’s words of 1916 about the
national movements of that time,
‘as one of the ferments, one of
the bacilli, which help the real
power against dmperialism to
come to the scene, namely the

socialist proletariat.’”

NEVER COME MORNING. by

Harper and Brothers. 284 pages. $2.50.

and looters’; this was followed

Nelson Algren.

A Novel About The Slum
Dwellers Of Chicago

The action takes place against an indistinctly
wdrawn background,

The reader strives vainly

by a rather cryptic dispatch that \

Nelson Algren, Stalinite fellow-traveler, choos-
es the DPolish-American colony ‘of Chicago’s
northwest side as subject-matter for his present
novel. The material should lend itself easily to
the pen of a writer who sees social circumstance
as the prime moulder of human psychology, pro-
vided the material is handled with scientific ac-
curacy as well as emotional sympathy.

Especially at this moment would it be valua-
ble for one with’a revolutionary viewpoint to of-
fer a study of the boys and girls who play their |
tragically meaningless roles in Never Come
Morning. Here is the social stratum which spawns
the raw mateual of fascism.

The Raw Material of Fascism

Here is a youth, born and bred in a large Amer-
ican city, for whom there never was a past and
will apparently never be a future and whose
present is a vicious, unenlightened struggle to
“break the old monotony.” Denied both education
and steady employment, these young people can
express their yearning for security and recogni-
tion only in terms of brutal physical domina-
tion of each other and in a shame-faced denial of
all feeling of social responsibility and human
sympathy.

The narrative concerns the strivings of a young
Polish-American boy. for pugilistic glory and the
demoralization, degeneration and crime which
spring from the soil of his environment, finally
to destroy him through execution for murder.

The killing for which Lefty Bicek is arrested
is the type of crime which makes up the normal
pattern of life among the poverty-stricken and
ighorant group of declassed youth who constitute
a large section of our present civilization, The
death of “the Greek” from a broken neck sus-
tained when Lefty kicks him under the chin is an
inevitable crime among youth whose sole enter-
tainment comes through violence of greater or
smaller degree; the fact that Lefty is the crim-
inal is purely accidental in the social sense. Yet
the modern tragedy of individual punishment for
a social crime occurs once more,

So much for the theme, which is legitimate and -
important. Its execution at the hands of Algren
is, however,  ineffectual.

to see the physical properties of the neighbor-
hood in which Lefty and his gang live and senses
very indistinetly the social forces operating to
rob this youth of their opportunity to live..The
reactionary influence of" the Polish Catholic
church and its parochial schoél system is, for ex-
ample, entirely overlooked.

The charaeters are unreal and the reader is
forced to conclude that Algren either never knew

"people o this type or, if he aid know them, must

have abandoned all scientific objectivity in their
direction jand romanticized them beyond recogni-
tion. Lefty, his gang, his girl and her prostitute
associates — not one is a convincing character.
They all behave like neurotic low-grade intellec-
tuals, suffering from an assortment of queer
mental conflicts, The result of this perversion is
to conceal the actual threat against the labor
movement raised by characters of this type.

An introduction written by Richard Wright,
the author of Native Son, compliments Algren
for the method he uses and aims an indirect slap

“at a possible revolutionary treatment by saying

“A militant minority, shooting straight to the
mark, would have drawn. blueprints and cited
chapter and page in a call for direct action.” He
implies that Algren’s failure to make the biting
social criticism which his material makes possible
and necessary is evidence of strength. The claim
might have been valid if the author had shown
a Keen, incisive and scientifically thorough insight
into the facts with which he deals—the kind of
insight shown by a Thomas Wolfe or a James T.
Farrell, But Algren’ fails miserably also as a
recorder of fact, and the reader must conclude
that his refusal to offer a “blueprint” and cite
“page and chapter in a call for direct action”

springs simply from his rejection of or his in-
ability to wunderstand Marxian analysis and
prognosis.

Algren fails in his literary' portrayal of a
disinherited section of society for the same reason
that the Communist Party fails to organize it
for action: because of an ignorance of the essence
of Marxian analysis and a contempt for the ap-
plication of revolutionary theory to actual life.

—Reviewed by Lydia Beidel

Britain’s Economic
Interest In India
By HOWARD ALLEN

Britain’s Economic Interest In India

“We did not,” said Lord Brentford, “conquer India
for the benefit of the Indians. I know that it is said
at missionary meetings that we have conquered In-
dia to raise the level of the Indians. That is cant.
We conquered India as an outlet for the goods of
Britain. We conquered India by the sword, and by
the sword we shall hold it.” (Quoted by George Lans-
bury: in the House of Commons, March 11, 1926.)

This is the true voice of British imperialism, con-
firmed by the history of the British in India during
the past 300 years. Nevertheless, many people still
think that England has actually been doing the In-
dians a favor.

The real truth is that England’s economy is tied
to the Indian economy with a Gordian knot. The
British imperialists are convinced that to give India
genuine freedom means economic death for English
capitalism, Besides this fear there is the natural dis-
inelination to give up control over a land which dur-
ing three centuries has yielded an estimated 200 bil-
lion dollars to the English master class.

England has exploited India in several different
ways.
ple outright by means of forced contributions, direct
taxes, and seizure of money and territory, It also
forcibly destroyed Indian industries so that the mass-
es would be compelled to buy English manufactured
goods. Thirdly, it exploited the natives on its huge
plantations and in its factories.

The following are examples of outright robbery.
Extortion and Taxes

The “Investments.” The investments were forced
contributions of goods which were sent to England.
In the House of Commons Report for 1783, the In-
vestment was valued at nearly 1,200,000 pounds per
annum. , The Report stated that it was kept up by
force even during the famine of 1770 which killed
10,000,000 people in Bengal.

The Red Sea and India Telegraph Company was
formed .in 1858. This British company was guar-

anteed a 414 per cent profit by the British rulers. .

The telegraph line was in operation two or three
days and then broke down. In spite of the fact
that it was not put in service, the government in
1862 gave the company an annuity of 36,000 pounds
a year for 46 years!

In 1857 the Sepoy mutiny occurred. Forced by
inhuman and intolerable conditions to rebel against
their British masters, the Indians were mercilessly
crushed. All the expenses of crushing the rebellion—
40,000,000 'pounds — were foisted on the Indians by
the British! In addition, the British charged the In-
dians for maintaining the British army of suppres-
sion. They even forced the Indians to pay for the
‘expense of maintaining British troops in England
for 6 months prior to their arrival in Indial

The cost of wars in China and Abyssinia, the
expenses of a ball in London given for the Sultan
of, Turkey, a\ lunatic asylum in Eating, British con-
sular and diplomatic establishments in China, ete.,
were a few of the other charges made against the
Indian treasury.

In addition, the Indian masses are weighted down
with taxes on water wells, treams, cattle, grazing
lands, forests, wood-chopping, 1a'1d marriages,

V’“blrths, deaths, hunting, salt, etc., etc.

The destruction of Indian industry by the Brlt-
ish is best illustrated by the following:

“It was stated in evidence that the cotton and silk
goods of India up to the period could be sold for a
profit in the British market at a price from 50 to
60 per cent lower than those fabricated in England.
-It consequently became necessary to protect the lat-
ter by duties of 70 and 80 per cent on their value or
by positive prohibition. Had this not been the case,
had not the prohibitory duties and decrees existed,
the mills of Paisley and Manchester would have been
stopped in their outset. . . They were created by the
sacrifice of the Indian manufacture. Had India been
independent, ‘she would have retaliated, would have
imposed prohibitive duties upon British goods and

would thus have preserved her own productive in- .

dustry from annihilation.” (Mill’s History of British
‘India. Vol. VII. p. 385.)
Imperialist Super-Profits

After the bulk of Indian wealth had been drained
off by more or less outright robbery, the British
capitalists began to seek a field for investmgent of its
surplus capital. Their profits from these inveést-
ments were amazingly high. For example:

A gold mine at Marikuppam paid a bonus of 50
per cent on its share capital and averaged a 33 per
cent dividend for over 50 years, in addition to enor-
mous duties paid to the Maharajah of Mysore,

The Investor’s India Year Book (1929-30) shows
Tea companies which pay dividends of up to 225%.

According to Miss Vera Anstey in The Economic
Development of India, 32 jute mills paid 100% divi-
dends in at least one year between 1918 and 1927.
During the same period 29 mills paid at least 20%
each year and 10 mills never less than 40%.

The Year Book for 1928- 30 shows that the Hooghly
Mills Company pald an average annual dividend of
125% between 1918-28.

Coal companies in 1923 paid 150% in one case and
85% in two others; in 1931 one firm paid dividends
of 57%4'% and one 80%.

“Central Provinces’ Manganese Shares caused con-

sternation in 1926,” says Reginald Reynolds in his
excellent book, “The White Sahibs in India”, “paying
only 100% owing to Russian competition.”

Mr. C. B. Sayer, formerly Secretary of the Bom-
bay Chamber of Commerce, estimated the total Brit-
ish capital invested in India to be 573,000,000 pounds.
The tribute in the form of interest and dividends is
enormous, In addition there are millions of pounds
spent annually’ out of the Indian treasury for pen-
sions, wages and furlough allowances for British
officials. ’

According to Gregory Tyson in “Danger in India”,
“every fifth man in Great Britain is dependent, eith-
er directly or indirectly, on our Indian connection for
his livelihood.” s )

Who, in the clear light oft this evidence, can blame
the Indian people for placing absolutely no faith in
the after-the-war promises of the British 1mper1al-
ists?

\

Through political control it robbed the peo-
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