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‘take place next summer, -

the Roosevelt administration to
‘protect their rights and reflected'

~ character of this war,

week.

Attorneys Osmund Frankel

Union and Albert Goldman will present the argument for the

defense. Decision will probably
after the hearing.

The defense contention is that the Smith “Gag” Act, under
which the Minneapolis defendants were found guilty, is uncon-
stitutional; the defense also contends that even if the law'is con-
stitutional, it was not applied in a constxtutxonal manner in this

- tase.

The latter contention is 'made on the grounds that there is
no proof in the record of the prosecution’s case that the cir-
cumstances under which the alleged conspiracy was entered into
created any danger of the overthrow of the government, or the
creation of insubordination in the army, as is claimed by the
government. The defense attorneys contend that the “clear and
doctrine applies to the Smith Law, while the
government takes the contrary position.

present. danger”

The defense also argues that the Socialist Workers Party
does not advocate violence, but simply predicts that the capitalist
minority will not permit the majority to take power and will
use violence to prevent the majority from doing so, and that

consequently the workers should
take power.

The Civil Rights Defense Commlttee, official defense agency
of the 18 convicted in Minneapolis, is appealing for funds to
financé: the appeal of the convictions, which may have to go
before the U. S. Supreme Court. Funds shquld be sent to the

Commlttee at 160 Fifth Avenue, New York Clty

Oral Argument On Mianeapolis
Appeal to Be Heard On Nov. 5

Oral argument on the appeal in'the Minneapolis labor “con-
spiracy” trial of 18 Socialist Workers Party 'and CIQ members
will be heard on November 5 in the Circuit Court of Appeals in
St. Louis, the Civil Rights Defense Committee announced th1s

of the American Civil Liberties

be handed down several weeks

%

prepare to defend their right to
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A Mllltant Organization

-Detroit Conference of March-On- Washlngton Movement Decides

To Establish A Permanent Organ ization to Flght Jlm Cromsm

By ART PREIS

DETROIT, Sept. 27. — Takmg a historic step forward in the stru ggle for democratic
rights for the oppressed 13,000,000 Negro Am ericans, 63 delegated’ representatives of the Ne-
gro March-On,Washington Movement at a policy conference held here yesterday and today
voted to establish a permanent national organ ization, based on a program of mass action, “to
fight to abolish discrimination, segregatlon and Jim Crow now, before-the war ends.”

The militant delegates, representmg local

March- On-Washmgton Committees -in New

York, Chicago, St. Louis, Washington, D. C., Detroit, Flint, Mich., and Tampa, Florida and
New Orleans in the Deep South, set as their immediate orgamzatlonal goal the ‘mobilization

of a million Negro meii and women.

They drafted a provisional constitution; established .a

provisional national executive board of 13; worked out-a broad plan for buxldmg local units
and conducting immediate mass struggles on a - local scal thropghout the .country; and set in
motion machinery for a giant natlonal conven thI‘l 10 be convened * m Chicago the week of

May 1, 1943,

The planned convention, to be composed of ‘elected representatlves from the local units,
will - establish a permanent orgamzatlon set—up, amend and ratify " the constitution, elect

permanent officers and determine &
if" and when a national Negro
mass march on Washington shall

The resolutions adopted at the
conference, the discussion of the
delegates and the key-note state-
ment of A. Philip Randolph, Na-
tional Director of the MOWM
and. head of the AFL Pullman
Porters, gave strong testimony to
the fact that the Negro masses
place no hope in the promises of

the tremendous pressure from
the ranks of the Negro people
for militant and decisive action
now in an all-out fight to win
full' and unconditional democratic
rights for themselves right here
at home.

Of decisive importance for the
future growth and effectiveness
of the MOWM, was the insistence
of the majority of the delegates
on a democratic organization,
run by the membership, and with
final power resting always with
the rank and file.

- While certain elements at the
conference sought to place into
the constitution provisions which
would have vested almost un-
limited power in the hands of the
National Director, their proposals
were voted down. The final draft
of tge provisional constitution
vests highest authority in the na-
tional executive board between
-conventions, with the right of
membership referendum, and with
a representative convention to be
held no less than once every two
years to have final :and binding
authority,

KEYNOTE ADDRESS OF
A. PHILIP RANDOLPH

Randolph’s key-note statement
laid down the basic policies and
program subsequently adopted by
the conference. In general, this
statement was sharp and bitter
in tone, stressing the need for
militant mass Negro strugg‘le and
reflecting the lack of 'faith of
the Negro people today in achiev-
ing their rights through any
.means but. their own organized
effort in collabordtion with the
progressive sections of society,
particularly the labor movement.

While he opened his remarks
with an expression of hope “for
the *triumph of the United Na-
tions,” Randolph was immediately
compelled to characterize, at
least by implication, the true
“Unless
“this war sounds the death knell
to the 0ld Anglo-American empire
systems which is  the hapless
story of exploitation for the
profit and power of a monopoly
capitalist economy, it will have
been fought in vain” Of course,
Randolph knows well that Chur-
chill and Roosevelt are not fight-

WI”kle

The Stalinist  campaign for
the second front brings sharply
to the fore one undeniable fact,
namely, that the Soviet Union
has been fighting alone and with
its own resources ~throughout
the fifteen month of -war. - The
colossal costs and the ruinous
consequences - of _-this “isolated
struggle 'are now ‘being admitted
more and more openly by the
Kremlin,

In this connection ‘the state-
ment issued. by Wendell ‘Wiltkie
in Moscow ‘is. of especial. im-

featured by Pravda, the official
organ of the Russian Communist
Party. Stalin’s censors released
it for foreign publication. This
invests Willkie’s  statement. with
at least a semi-official character.
The first  significant ijtem
revealed through Willkie relates
to the extent of Soviet military
losses. Hitherto Stalin has never
admitted more than two million
casualties. Willkie, however,
declared that:

“Five million Russians have
been killed, wounded or are
missing.” (N. Y. Times, Septem-
ber 27.)

The loss of 5,000,000 men in

surpasses even the losses of the
Czarist armies in the initial
period of Russia’s participation in
the first World War, i.e., through-
out the years of 1914 and 1915.
In point of fact, the losses ad-
mittedly suffered by the Red
Army exceed those of any army
in history over the same peuod
of time..

Coupled with the loss of almost
one-third  of Soviet civilian
population in the
captured by the Nazis, the drain
on Soviet man-power  resulting
from these staggering losses has
had its efféct on industry and
agriculture, which now depend
primarily on women and children
for their operation:

“Russian women by the mil-
lions side by side with their chil-
dren—some ‘of them as young as
eight and ten—are manning
machines in the war factories and
running the farms.”

The foregoing -statement of
Willkie has the additional weight
of an eye-witness report.

FAMINE AND COLD -
Willkie further revealed that

the coming winter months:

(Continued on page 2)

“The great fertilé farm ‘lands

portance, Willkie’s statement was ’

fifteen months of warfare by far|

territories | 4

the Soviet Union faces famine in-

';Reveals_i Extent
of Sowet Union Losses

By\ JOHN G. WRIGHT

in. Naz1 hands
thxs
perhaps worse  than scarce.’
These words imply one thing, and
one thing only—FAMINE.

The Soviet people face a winter
not only without food but also
without fuel.

Willkie’s statement makes this
quite clear, for it goes on to add:
“Many Russian coalfields have
been conquered. Fuel will be:little
known this Wmter in mlllmns of
Russian homes.” )
The - shortage in clothing is
acute:

“Clothlng except for the army
and . essentlal war workers is
nearly gone.”

Without fuel and without ade-
quate clothing those millions of
Soviet workers and peasants who
do escape death from starvation

Food in Russia

the prospect of literally freezing
to death. And as if all this were
not. énough,  Willkie hints, in
passing, that the specter of
epidemics is also hovering over
the Soviet Union and that the
simplest precautions cannot be
taken because:

“Many vital medical supplles
just don’t exist.”

Willkie’s' . statement is

(Continued \on page 2)

Winter will be scarce——,

this winter are confronted with

thus

® Pollce use tear gas to attack

a mass meeting in: Bombay,
India, which was. called-to pro-
test the arrest of the All-India
Congress leaders and to demand
that India be granted its inde-
‘pendence. The toll of Indmns
murdered in  the last - tweo
months is admitted by the Brit-
vlih authorities to be "at' least
800. - Thousands - others :“have
been wounded and arrested for
asking for freedom. (Federated
photo.) :

See Page 4 for an edltorlal‘
on India and the United States.

Army Arbitrarily
Fires Unionists
In Buick Plant

Precedent Could Be -
Used to Undermine
All Union Activity -

The reactionary Army officer
caste took a step toward mili-
tary rule in industry last week,
:when the Air Plant Protectiolf |
Office " ordered the permanent
 black-listing of two union lead-
ers in the Buick aluminum
foundry in Flint, Michigan, on
the grounds that these unidnists
dared to walk on a picket line.

After a short strike on August
29 called in protest.against the
firing of union members, who
protested an Army-Management
attempt to enforce a speed-up,
Edmund Geiger and Marion But-
ler, top committeemen in .the
Buick Aluminum foundry, were
suspended on the order of
Lieutenant Colonel G. E. Strong.

THEIR “CRIME”

" The “crime” .of these two union
leaders, - ‘according to Lt. Col.
Strong, was: “to provide leader-
Shlp and guidance to the plcket-
ers.

This dictatorial Army orvder,
which in effect exiles Geiger and
Butler from work in war *in-
dustries, is a dangerous step
toward the enforcement of mili-
tary discipline. in the factories.
Not one leader of the UAW-CIO
has uttered a word of protest
against this anti-union precedent.

On the basis of such ‘a
precedent, the corporations can
call in the Army to enforce.a
speed-up and to terrorize work-
ers who attempt to defend the
union standards. - Men can' be:
fired or disciplined by mlhtaiy
command. This violates the rights
of labor to bargain collectively,

"’Democracy”’ In

4

$hailed by Washington as an
3ally m the war for ‘“democ-
racy” — last week followed:
up its attacks on the Trotsky-
ist movement by adopting anti
Semitic legxslatlon last week.
¢ . The Bolivian Chamber of
Deputies adopted on Sept. 22
va bill to bar future immigra-
tion of’ Jews into the country.
The Jewish peopleiwdre thus
added to the already existing
exclusion of Negroes and Monb
3 golians. :

; ‘Last Februaly the Bolivian
authorities arrested nine mem- ¢
bers of the Workers Revolu-

¢

Fourth International, on
,had organized “cells” in the
{mining and other working

»class centers ‘and was “plan-

 ning to overthrow the govern-
} ment.” |

{

L Action In Bolivia ¢

¢ The Bolivian ruling class — §

tionary - Party, ‘section of the

grounds that this organization §

to exercise its economic power to
obtain justice, and has no baSlS
in any legal authority. .

If the -auto union allows such
a precedent to go unchallenged,
every company can utilize the
dictatorial rule of labor-hating
Army officers to undermine and
destroy union conditiéons in--the
plants.

ACTED AS MILITARY
SECRET POLICE

The Air Plant Protection Of-
fice in Flint functioned as a mili-
tary secret police, questioning
and mtlmldatmg workers, and
arbitrarily flammg up two of
the top union leaders in star-
chamber fashion,

The militant unionists in Flint,
who forged their union in the
great sit-down battles of 1937,
must demand that the UAW top
leadership ‘defend the democratic
rights of the membership against
‘military  encroachments. . T-he
| silence of Thomas-Reuther-Addes
Frankenstéen has strengthened
the hand of the employers and
their officer-allies against labor.
Only a vigorous public protest
and expose of the illegal action
‘against the two Flint committee-

>

of Southwest Russia are largely

men can prevent a repetition of

fintrodu‘ced it was referred to the
| which is- dominated by the poll
'To bring it out of this commit-

'tee for a vote by the House re-
| quired - the - signature

'the result of pressure exerted by
_labox. Negro and-liberal organiza-
 still bottled -up in the Senate

 promises have been made by some
of its members that it will soon

‘technical trick and political device
on - October . 12, when the hill
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,When the Geyer bill was first

House Judiciary = Committee,

taxers, and- it was buried there.

.of 218
Representatives to a- discharge
petition.” This number of signa-
tures has now been secured as

tions.
Meanwhlle, the Peppet bill is

Judiciary = Committee, although

be brought before-the Senate as
as a whole.

But the enemies of the poll tax
must be under no illusions.

The poll tax forces still intend
a fight to the last ditch and they
are prepared to resort to every

should be” ealted up, and theres
after:

POLL TAX TRICKS

1. A resolution attached to the
Geyer bill. provides that its
sponsor be recognized by the
Speaker of the House directly
after the formal reading of the
bill. But Geyer died a year ago.
According to the National
Committee to Abolish the Poll
Tax: “The die-hard poll taxers
may seize upon the flimsy tech-
nicality that Congressman Geyer
is not present, in order to have
the bill declared dead.” The \Com~
mitee contends that the' Dbill
should revert to regular House
rules, under which any member
who signed ; the discharge peti-
tion can call up the bill

| ;Reaetlonary Gongressmen Try
o Prevent Vote On Poll Tax

| Labor Forces Must Proteést Agemst Threat
1 OF Ffllbusters and Techmcal Maneuvers

By ALBERT PARKER

After many years of efforts to pass antipoll tax legisla-
| tions, it now appears that the House of Representatives may vote
| this month on the Geyer bill introduced last year. There is also
| the possibility that the U. S. Senate may get a chance to vote
 on similar legislation, the Pepper bill, which also would prohibit
 the. payment of poll taxes as a requ1rement for voting in all elec-

tions‘for federal office, @

‘a filibuster to prevent a vote on
Unless. the bills are|

2. The poll taxers may launch

the hills.
acted on and go thru both Houses
of Congress before the end
of 'the .year, they are auto~
matically killed, and the whole
long, wearisome, difficult job of
getting it on the floor might have
to be begun again next January
1 ‘when the new Congress takes
its seats, '

The filibuster is a favorite

device of the Southern Demo-.

crats, and has been used by them
to defeat such legislation as anti-
lynch . bills, etc. There is little

doubt that they would resort to

it, or threaten the administration
with it, if they couldn’t destroy
the-anti-poll tax bills any other
way. J

ADMINISTRATION ROLE

There is also the strong possis
bility - that the Roosevelt .ad-

ministration might interfere to
sink- the blﬁs it ‘the. poll taxexrs:
| demanded . it. The -administration

has - always ~leaned heavily:on
their support-in its Congressional
disputes as well as at elections.
Roosevelt, .who briefly stated
early this-year that he had never
favored the: poll tax, has never

done ‘anything to have it abolish-’

ed. And when he really wants
something done, he knows how
to go about it, as he has shown
especially in recent months,

It is therefore necessary that
every . worlkfers’ organization in
the country let Congress and, the
administration know that they
demand a vote on the anti-poll
tax - bills, and that . they will
regard everyone who prevents or
helps to prevent such a vate dur-
ing this session of Congress as
an open- enemy of the most
elementary democratic rights. -

")
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Labor Is Un efended In
ongress Price F lght

:'New Leader’ Story
On Leon Trotsky’s

$ Assassin Refuted

THE MILITANT has been
authoritatively informed from
$Mexico that the story of the
§ trial of “Frank Jacson,” GPU 3
¢ assassin  of Leon Trotsky,
2 which was printed in the Sept.
$5 New Leader and picked up$
by Labor Action, is unfounded
and false. ; b
{ The New Leader artlcle by ¢
Paul Castelar claimed that at ]
the conclusion of a “secret
Mexican trial” the  assassin
had been sentenced to 23 years
lmpnsonment :

There have been no new de- ¢
velopments in the Jacson case,
$according to information in the
possession of THE MILI-
TANT; the assassin’s trial has
not beén concluded, and no ver-
dict has been announced by the §
judicial authorities. An article§
from Mexico on the present
status of the case will be print-
ed in a comihg ‘issue of this $
paper. ey =

i 1‘

New Jersey SWP

' Plans 3 Election

Radio Broadcasts

NEWARK ‘N. J;, Sept 28——
“The Campaign™ Com‘tmttee of
George Breitman, Socialist
Workers Party candldate for

U. S."Seénator from New Jer-
sey, announced today that - it
has ‘arranged three broadcasts
on' his behalf over a local radlo
station.

. Breitman will speak on at least
“two of these broadcasts; arrange-
ments are being made to have
a  prominent national leader of
the” Socialist Workers Party
speak on the- third. ‘ )

The broadcasts will-be given on
Saturday, Oct. 17, 24-and 31, from
5:15 to 5:30 P. M. The station is
WPAT, 930 kilocycles, which can
be heard as far as New York Clty
and Phlladelphla

Watch THE MILITANT. for

. further details.

Offers Socialist |
Program to End
War and Fascism

, MINNEAPOLIS, Minn .,
Sept. 24. — The Minnesota

announced the opening of its
election campaign for Grace
Carlson for United States Sen-

ator from Minnesota. As the
party’s Senatorial candidate in
1940, Comrade Carlson receiv-
ed 8,761 votes, more than the
combined votes cast for the So-
cialist and Communist Parties.
In the primary elections held in
St. Paul in the spring of 1942,
she obtained as the Socialist
Workers Party candidate for
Mayor, 3 per cent of the total
vote cast.

In announcing her candidacy,
Comrade Carlson said she still

tered- the .war. This statemient,
which attracted wide attention at
that time, is reprinted on Page 4
of this issue.,

SWP PROGRAM

The major point in Carlson’s
election platform is ‘the present-
ation to the workers and farm-
ers of Minnesota of a socialist

‘such flagrant anti-union action.

Grace Carlson Is Trotskylst
Candldate For U.S. Senate

Socialist Workers Party today |

adhered firmly to the election]
statement she issued last Febru-|
ary, after the United States en-|

SWP Candzdate In anesota

GRACE CARLSON

 farm laborers and poor farmers,

| consumers’ goods,

s mekeepers to regulate and con
| trol prices,

platform ecall for:

Jim. Crowism everywhere;

altegnative to imperialist war and

T
oppression, Other points in: her

The abolition of all forms of
de-
fense of the Soviet Union, China
and support of the Indian strug-

gle for independence; the organ-
ization of a fighting labor party
with an independent program; de-
fense of the right to strike; gov-
ernmental expropriation of indus-

(Continued on page 4)

"FIVE (5) CENTS‘;

Wage-l’reezmg Is
Supported By All
Congress Groups

Farm Bloc And
Administration Aim
Blows at Workers

By JOSEPH ANDREWS

SEPT. 29. — The debate in
the Senate on Roosevelt’s so-
called anti-inflation bill devel~
oped this week into a clash b
tween the administration sup-
porters and the Farm Bloc.
While the Senate haggled:ovér
farm prices, not one voice was
raised in protest -against the
granting of dictatorial author-
ity to Roosevelt to freeze wages,
as .embodied in the measures
passed in Congress last week.

Nor was a single voice, heard
in Congress in defense of the
real interests of the exploite

whose substandard income s
would not be greatly affected one
way or the other by the farm
price bills under debate,

The difference between the
Roosevelt supporters and the
Farm Bloc on farm prices revolv-
ed around the point at which par-
ity prices would be set, The Farm
Bloc derhanded a bill which would =
in effect have set farm prices at.

112% of parity. The. admlmstra-
tion bill would set farm prlces
at 100% parity, with.a.provisi
that Roosevelt could.at his
c¢retion raise the parity flgure on
the basis of “increased labo‘r
costs.” ;

Senator Reed of Kansas 'co‘t-;
rectly described the debate as
follows: ¢The difference is that
which lies between Tweedledum
and Tweedledee, This is a face
saving contest.” -

That both bills would have lit-
tle appreciable affect on the liv=
ing standards of the poor farms:
ers is adequately proved by ‘the.
fact that even the Farm Bloe bill
would increase the income .of
more than half of the farmers
by only from $36 to $76 a year.
The difference is:important, how- !
ever, to the great farm corpora-
tions to whom the higher parity
prices would yield extra millions
of dollars in profit,

Both bills would leave the
workers unprotected against the .
rising cost of living, which will
continue despite any Congresslon-
al laws. With wages in all prob-:
ability to be pegged to the. pres-f
ent level, workers will be at the
mercy of the bootleg market, of
the various loopholes in the price
controls, and of the constantly
deteriorating value and quality of

LABOR NEEDS OWN PARTY

The debate in Congress. illus-
trates graphically the -political
weakness of the workers, Con-
gress 'is divided into two ‘main
groups: those who support the
large farm corporations and com-
mercial interests, and the admin
istration spokesmen for Big Busi-
ness. Labor has no spokesmen in
Congres's to resist the threate
ing -attacks on the workers’
standards and the steps to regi-
ment labor, i

The labor movement needs its
own party, its own Congression-
al representatives and its own
program to defeat the efforts of
the capitalist class to place the
burden of the war costs on? the
masses.

Labor must flght to create 1ts
own party to oppose the reaction-
ary representatives of Big Busw
ness and-the Farm Bloec.

Labor must fight for a rising
scale of wages to meet usmg hv*
ing costs.

" Labor must fight for the créa
tion of committees of unions, dirt
farmers, housewives and’ smal

Labor must fight for workers
control of production and expro
priation of the war industries, in
cluding food, which would end
the proﬁteermg and price boost
ing that. victimize both worker

and dirt farmer,
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Hollywood Begins
Film “Justifying”
TheMoscowTrials

" By JOSEPH HANSEN

~ Elsa Maxwell, widely-distri-
buted syndicate writer of tid-
bits ‘and chit-chat, reports in
her September 22 colirhn that
Hollywood is preparing “otie
of the most remarkable motion
pictures ever made,” a filming
of  ex-Ambassador Davies’
book Mission to Madseow; in
which it “will be pioved” that
Leon Trotsky was in the “pay of
Adoph Hitler.”

Why has Hollywood suddenly
becotiie so Interested in white-
waslﬂng the Stalinist bureauieracy
with it§ long record of triirder
 andl agsassifation clilminating ih
‘the slhyiflg of Leen 'l*i«etskir‘f
Not so long ago, it wil
be ieeulled, the . érithes of the
Stalinist ‘buireatcracy were grist
in the mill of capitalist propa-
ganda against the Soviet Union.

'MORAL PREPARATIONS
FOR INTERVENTION

During the Stalin-Hitler pact,
the (ullied propagandists or-
. gamzed a campaign of unpalal-
~ 16léd. slafidef and hatred against
- the workers’ state: Editors; car:
tobmsts, colummsts cdohgressmen
wept a dally flood of tears over
“poor ‘bleeding Finland” and the
_other  Baltic countries. Al the
- criifies of the Stalih bureaucracy,
dinig the Mosecow frame-up
t¥ials, were pictured as inherent
in the Soviet systefii,
. - Books suich d4s Valtin’s Out of
the Night, which revealed some
of the facts in a distorted way,
were mushroomed into best
“sellers over night. The repentance
of former “friends of the Soviet
and their horror of
rated front page

‘hiirl at the USSR.

hid  tiemendoilis propaganda
campalgn, which had all the ear
marks of éenti‘ahzed organization
“ifl - Washington, constituted “the
nioral preparation to armed in-
tervetition against the USSR by
the - “democratic” imperialists.
The second Trort which the im-
petialists demanided then was a
segond firont diredted primarily
at the Soviet Union. Militarists
féd - at opehing this front

ete. The ‘ofily revolutiondry voice
at that time in opposition to
these - interventionist plans of
world imperialism was the voice
of Trotskyism,

. When Hitler’s afmies sttacked;
hewever, as Trotsky had warnhed
~ they would, ahd Stalin sought
new allignces -with the “demo-
cracies,” Washington flashed the
red light oh its wéll-oiled propa-
ganda inachine: Valtin’s Out of
the Night disappeared back into
the night. The columnists found
other subjects. The ecartoemists
ahd sob sisters became silent
‘about the wourids of justice and
demoeracy in Finland. The entire
press’ awaited the signal from
Washington,

.THE NEW LINE

The new line was annourced
in_ ex-Ambassador Davies’ book,
Mlssmn to Moscow This semi-of-
ficial production discovered a
“Justification” for the Moscow
fx’ame-up trials which Stalin or-
- ganized in order to give g legal
over to the murder of the
¢maining leaders of the October
_ revolution, At the time of the
trials, Davies did not accept them
at face value any more than any
_other politically mature person.
But now that American im-
: periahsm feels it necessary to
bolster the Stalin regime against
internal repercussions .wh'ich
miglit reésult from the catastro-
phlc defeats it has brought to the
Soviet Union, Davies has “chang-
ed his mind.” He has come to the
~conclus1on—w1thout the slightest
,shred of any new “evidence”—
that tl}e trials and purges were
necessary to rid the USSR of its
- possible “fifth column.”

"But Davies’ book was ap-
parently not enough. Stalin wants
the “second front in 1942” whieh
thé stalinists claim was promised
by Roosevelt-Churchill. They are
glving it to himi—in Hollywood.

“ARCHIVES; LETTERS AND
DOCUMENTARY PROOFS”

~ According to ‘the information
‘appearitig under Elsa Maxwell’s
namie, “certain archives; letters
4nd documentary proofs have
been furnished the makers of this
ﬁlm 'Which will throw an aston-

1 IN HARLEM

- The Militant
is on sale dt the
southeast corrier
of 125th Street
and Lenox Avénueé

ugh' Finland, the Black Seaq

ishing light on | the real part Leon
Troteky played before. his death
in Mexico. Trotsky will be proved
to have been in the pay of
Adolph Hitler; and it was Trotsky
who reorganized fifth coluninism
in Russia from 1936 on.”

These lines sound as if they
had been lifted verbatim from a
GPU press release. There are no
“grchiives, letters and documens:
tary proofs.” There were none in
the Moscow trials—iiot a single
one. Theire wete notie in Davies’
book: The authoritative John
the Dewey Commission, that in:
vestigated the charges brought in
Moséow Trials, proved conelu-
sively that hone existed and nene
could exist; sitiee Trotsky’s
atchives were open to inspeetion;
since he had defendéd thé Soviet
tfnion from the time he together
with Lenlh léd the Ottober
revolution. “

The GPU has claiined, always
in acdordance With the neeessities
of Stalin’s foreign policy, that
Trotsky was variously in the pay

~=as laté as 1940 during the pact
with Hitler—in the pay of United
States imperialism. In eaech and
every ‘instance they promised
“certain archlves, letters and
docuinentary proofs.”

THE TRUTH

The truth is that all the
ar¥chives, lettets and doewmentary
proofs establish with absolute
breciseness that it wds Stalin who
sabotaged the defense of the
Boviet Union by slaughtering the
0ld Bolsheviks,—that it was
Stalin who sabotaged the defense
of thé Soviet Utiion by killing the
brilliant Tukhachevsky and the
other Soviet getierals in seeétet
trials,—that it was Stalih who
sabotdaged the defense of the
Boviet Unien by murdering its
leéading figure, Leen Trotsky,~
that it is Stalin who today
sabotages the defense of the
Soviet Union by lickihg the boots
of Washitigton-Loitdofi * dnd te-
tusing to carfy on the revolu-
tionary methods of Lenin—that
on Stalin and “Stalin alone rests
the full responsibility for the
terrible defeats and present
plight of the workers’ state,

Not 4l the film in Hellyjwood
can get around these facts.

of Fiance; of Great Buwitain; and )

6Py LIES IN

'l'ory llewspoper I
Peddles GPU Line
In Great Britain

The Lohdon Sunday Dispatch
of August 30 features an artiele |

signed “By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent” which acctises
the Br1t1sh Ttrotskyists  of

spreading “radio prepagaﬁda
fiom Gerindity.” “A ‘Werkets
Challenge’ station in Germany,
declales the unknown “Corre-
spondent;” sends et ‘Difeetives’
to the Trotskyists in Britain.”

The Sufiday Dispateh is tiot an
official Stalinist organ as the
above article might lead one to
believe. It is a reactionary Tory
newspaper of the Lord Rothe-
mete chain: Nevértheless, it 18 hot
difficult te give the real hathe
of the “Correspondent.” It is
none other thin Stali’s @PU.

While the Stalin-Hitled pact
was in effect, a number of facts
showed that the GPU and thler 'S
tion. . With = his d¥ihg Words,
Trotsky .left open the -possibility
that his assassin might be &
“fascist.”

TWO PERIODS

Part of the work of the GPU
during the period of the paet con-
sisted in. . obtaining “favorable
publicity” in capitalist organs.
Thus they spread the slander that
Trotsky was- an “apent of the
Dies Committee” and in the serv=
ice of “Yuiikee lmpemallsm i

With the shift in Staliti’s for:
eigh policy followink the Nazi
invasion of the Soviet Ufioh, it
was to be expected that the GPU
would attefipt étjllaborétion with
the spy otrganizations of the
“detnocratic” imperialists. As in
the previous period, part of the
collaboration Would ¢onsist of
“favorable ptblieity” ih the
capitalist  otgans, particularly
propaganda directed agaihst the
Tiotskyists who carry the banher
of the socialist revolution; ;

In the United Stites ex- A-
bassader Daviés provided a semi:

gutida ih his bobk. i{bllywood
Washington, which closely super-
vises the film industry, is re-
poryed to have becomg anether
outlet foi the GPU sianders.

The article in the Sunday
Dispateh shows the GPU at work
in England. It attacks the Social:
1st Appeal a paper that adheres

Trotskyism, as trying to “hood-
wink the workérs”—this in 4
Tory newspaperl—by opposihg
Stalifi’s version of how to fight
Hitler Via & seeond frot. It e
tions that “police inquiries have
been going on” of the “activities

of the Tretskyists.in genetal afid’

the ‘Bocislist Appeal’ in pai-
tictilar.” A typieal GPU itei, this
bit abett the police!

The aiticle even carries the
tigditionidl GPU séntetice  about
“Many Trotskyists eof the rank
aiid file 4ie probably just dupes
But thahy of theif leddeis know
perfectly well what they “are
clemg, Wh¥, and for whoth.”

ALSO SLANDERS iLp,
POUM

A Phe old GPU trick of dumpiie
‘all énemies. into ohe sack i§ also
tepeated for the ten thousandth
“timig; in the usual “clever” way,
by insinuating that the Indepen-
dent Labor. Party is likewise in
the pay of Hitler. :

The GPU hack who sxgned him-
self “Our Diplomatic Correspon-
dent” followéd the traditional 1 line
s6 elosely that he was lmbélled
to add- slunders about the -sister
organization : of the ILP, the
Spaiish POUM. Appalently the
GPU still considers it rHecessary
to “justify” its miurder of the
ledderg of:the POUM during the
Spanish eivil war.

But all the resviifces of the
GPU aiid the Britisk Toriés tom=
bined will not sueeeed in besiiir=
cliifi¢g the British Trotskyists as
apeiits of Gerthany. In the last
wotld war; the Social-Deitocratic
predécessors of the Stalinist bus
rediicraey likewise slandered’ Le-
hin and Trotsky as “agents” ot
the Kaiser. The coming socialist
revolution in England will dis-
pose of the present GPU slanders
as effectively as the October Re-
Volutin disposed of the slanders

ofﬁc1al _otitlet - for GPU propa-

agalnst the Bolsllewks in 191‘7

|Soviet Losses

diiite evidently o a tip off from |

| Willkie Reveals

(Continued from pagé 1)

equivalent to a semi-official ad-
mission by the Kremlin itself that
the Soviet Union ) is heading
towards complete collapse.
WHY THE SOVIET UNION

IS FIGHTING ALONE

In their agitation for the second
front the Stalinist explain ‘that
the terfible price dlready paid by
the Soviet Union is due to the
fact that it hds had te fight alonie
agaitist the military machine and
ecotivinic ight of ifiperialist
Gerimatly, This i3 true. But what
the Stalifiists are tryifig to hide
froin the wbi‘l{ers both inside and
Stahhlsts vlitside of ’che 8 i
that they stheiiselves e solely
and divectly tespotisible for the
coriiplete isolation of the USSR,

Stalms whele cetitse ih the
condiict of tije Wat has been based
and contifiiés to be based oh his
reliafice Upeit the. imperialist
demibcracies and their “help.’
‘Apart from & trickle of material
aid;, there hag been fio help.

By lithititig the defetise of the
Soviet Unioh to purely militaty
and diplotistic measures, by un-
derwtiting the wur progrum of
Churchill and Roosevelt, Stalin
has. guarantesd not aid to the
ted Army but, oh the contriry;
“only its cobniplete isolation. Con-
tinved véliance on the help of the
“demoeratie” imperialists will ib=
tensify this iSolation and medns
doom for the USSR.

Meanwhile, the real #llies of
the Soviet Union, abeve all the
“Wworkers of Gertany and of the
oceupied Buropeanh countries,
have beeh prevented froim conting
to the aid-of the embattled Soviet
workers and peasants.
reliable allies can be summoned
to the defense of the Soviet Union
thfough the launching of a
revolutionary struggle for social-
ism, for the estaplishiment of the
Sociulist United States,of Hurope,
Thefe is no other, way of rescu-
ing the Bovist Union frem its
present isolttion and the impend-
ing collapse. Stalin’s pelicies and

sely the'is§iifng of this summons
and the launching of this strug-

' gle

These |

leadership have brevehted pred-.

NEW YORK, Sept. 29. —
The eighth annual convention
of the CIO Industrial Union of
Marine and Shipbuilding Work
ers of America, attended by 300
delegates in New - York City
last week, revealed that this
union has »und'ergone a tremen-
doiis growth ir the pdst two
years. ~

The shipyard union; whieh be-
guit a8 # Stiall organization deih:
posed of & few locald located i
the erali yaids;, with little seéo:
fiotic ‘Power ofl & natiohal seals,
has mushrooiied ih sige tnder
the ihipiise of the expansion in
Wwib. produétion: 'The uinloh how
Slaifig over 200,000 eibers; in
big lveals loedted iit the shipyaids
ot the Hast Coast; West/ Coast aind
the Gl :

The leaderstilp of the tinion i8
iti the hands of John Giesn atd
Philip. Van delded, former meth-
beis of the Socialist Patty, who
i comihen with §deh types a8
Walter Reilther of the UAW,
duickiy “forgot their radicaiisti.
Like Heuther;, Oresh dand Van
Gelder efiteredt the diioh wmove:

short sojourn in the field of mili-
tancy, sold out their socidlist
brinciples for a career.

Two yédrs ago these leadsrs
were §trolig supporteis of the ex
treme tight-wing blée i the CIO,
the Hillthan group. In company
with the Reuther§ in the UAW,
they foiight wand bitterly ae:
houncefl the Stalinists a year and
4 half ago — not from the view-
point of progiessive unionism and
militaticy, but becaiise their own
holicy of complete upbort of thé
Roosevelt war program conflicted
with the Stalinists whose loyalty
to the Stalin regime during the
Hitlsr-Stdlin pact dictated an an-
ti-Roosevelt line.

UNITED WITH STALINISTS
 AGAINST THE MILITANTS

Bnr, as in the auto union, these
leaders have noWw therged intét-
ests with the “Stalinists behind
the Wdr machine, dnd are ‘busily
engaged in giving ub the work-
ers’ rights at the behest 6f Roos-
evelt,

With the mowth nf the union;

et a8 “sosialists” and after a

the Stalinists have hecome an im-
bortalit influerce, ahd it {he
shifydrd unioh cofiventiot the
Greeir-Viah Geldet leadeérship ahd
the Stalinists united behind a
program of unqualified support to
Rogsevelt dnd his war machine—
a program- which if allowed to
domindte theé utiion tliteatens to
strangle the independencé .and
destroy the effectiveness of the
organization. ‘

Although tha comehtmn ges-
siotis lasted 5 ddys;, dnd  every
momehnt was important to dedl
with ~the great . problefis coh-
frontihg thé union, the convention
was ‘jammed with speeches by
gover nment repr esentatives such
as Mayor La Guardia and Assis-
tant Secretary of the Navy Bard,
and was choked with argiiments
on the second front, while the
impertant problems confronting
the workers in the plants were
given little time. 1In this way.
the Stélififsts &hd the Greeh:Van
Gelder leadership sidetracked ex-
pression of the real needs and the
real opinions of the workers.

The shlpyard union, because of
the Key industry in which it op-
erates, lids been the biitt of sharp
anti-union actions by the goveit:
fiiefit. It HA§ beeh sanecled to
governmeht-enforced dis “eipling;
and 1egitnentatmn

THe sHipyard worke#s have lbef 3
pieiniuiil pay #6r wWweek-énds and

holidays: their leadérs have aban-
doned the strike wefipon. The
shipyard industry was the first in
whieh wages weve Fegulated by
the Wage Stabilization Board,
heddefl By aiiothét ex:Norihah
Thoinas Socialist, Paul Porter.

The Workers in the 8hipyards
find themselves working long
hours - at @angefous work; de-
prived of premijumi pay for week-
ends and helidays, and with no
contractual provisions to meet the
rlsmg cost of llvlng with a rising
scale of wages;

Noné of these problems wera
Aegalt with in 4 setions way by
the cdonvention.

GREEN WINS )
ANTr LABOR PRAISE

~ Instead of defeéhdihg the work-

ing conditiois and standards ot

Negroes

(Contmued from pagé 1)

ings it sound the “death keell” to
Aimerican aind British efipitalism,
but to preserve it.

Randolph was compelled, i
faect, to attack thé chief embodi-
ment of the. war aims of the
Allled powers, the Atlantlc
Charter: ‘

“We score the Atlantic Charter
as exptressing a vile and hateful
tdcism and a matifestation of the
tragic and dtter collipse of an
6ld, decadent demoeratic political
fiberulism which worshipped at
the shrine of a- world-conguering
htohopoly ¢apitalism, This system
grew fat and wiaxed powerful off
the flesh, and blood and swedt
and tears of the tireless toilers
of the human rae¢e and the sons
and daughters of ¢olor in the un:
derdeveloped lands of the werld.”

In laying down the btread policy
of MOWM ori the war, he deélared
emphatically: “We say that the
Negro must fight for his démo-
eratié rights right now, fot after
the war it may be too late. This
is our poliey on the Negro and
the war.”

THE KIND OF ORGANIZATION
THE NEGRO PEOPLE NEED

Outlinihg the eharacter of the
organization to be established,
Randolph pointed out that while
the Negioes are highly organized
in vatieus types of religious and
social groups, “nobody caies how
many Wwhist elubs o ¢hurches of
sectet lodges Negroes establish. . .
They doti’t seek to transform the
soclo-edonotmic raeial milied, They
accept and do net ehallenge con-
ditions with an aétion program.
Hetite, it is apparent that the
Negto needs iore than organiza-
tion. He néeds mass organization
with an action progtat; aggres-
sive, bold . and challenging in
spitit: Such 4 movetient is ouf
Mareh-On-Washington.”

Stressiig the need for mniass
organization afd actiofi, he eited
with enthusissm the ~presetit
struggle of the Indian people for
national liberatioh. As an example
of the type of actiohs he had in
mind, he stated:

“We miust develop a series of
maiéhes of Negroes at a given
time ifi a huhdred cities or mote
throughout the éoiintry, or stage
a big fiarch of a hundred thou-
sand Negroes on Washington te
put ouf éause into the maif
streaii of piibliec opinien and
focus the attention of world i
terests, 'l‘his\ fa why India is in
the news.!

Randolph particularly empha-
sized that while the MOWM is
an all-Negro organization; it does
not aim to évoke an attitude of
“Black Nationalism.” “Our policy
ig that it be ali- Negro, and pro-
Negto but not antl-whlte, or anti-
Semitie or anti-labsr, or anti-
Catholic. Thé reason for. this is

Vote To Set Up

that all o‘ppressed peéople must
dssumme the " respeéfisibility and
take the initiative to free thems
selves, . . beecduse Negroes build
an all~Negrb movément sueh as
the March; it does not follow that
our movement should not édll for
the collaboration of Jews; Catho=
lics, trade wunions and white
liberals. . .”

PROPOSED CONSTITUTION

The principal discussion and
debate odcurred today, after the
coriference yesterday was divided
up into 4 nuiber of comthittees
to bring in réports on the tons
stitiition, program and strategy;
resoliitiofis, ete,

A great part of today’s session
was devoted to adoption of the
provisional cohstitution,  The
débate ofi this brought out the
keén desire of the Negro fanks
for g cotipletely deniocratie of-
ganization. In the coliise of the
discussion, one young woman
delpgate bluntly pointed out,
“We have been attacked s a ohe-
man movement and having an
undemocratic  structure.” 'This
teférred to the fadh that up to
now the MOWM has been con-
trolled completely from the top
by Randolph and a few hand-
pieked aides, and that #ic or-
ganizational structure had been
established to give genuine voice
to the rank and file, ;

On a numbet of important conr
stitutional questions, the dele-
putes asserbed theselves i the
interests of denioerbey. The éoti-
stitution commitbee, whieh was
appoitited by Randolph as were
all the other committess, brought
in g proposal that the National
Divector “shall have power to aet
ot deelde o any emergeney af-
tecting the weifare of the oi-
gahigation.”

WANT DEMOCRA‘I‘IC
sETUP

A delepite atose immediately
to demand if “this givey the
direetor the power to eall eff
the March?”® This related {o
Randolph’s, aetion last summier ih
callitig off the original Mafeh
o Washitgton at the last
tioment without eotisultation with
the raiik and file.

Others took the flosr te insist
that theé Mghest power in be-
tween eonventions should ¥est ih
the hands 6f the entive exeeutive
board of 18, Randelph iumelf
then expressed hig appfwo of
vesting the final autherity in the
liands of the exeettive beard,

A further debate aross over the
proposal that “this constitution
may be arended by the National
Executive Board, by a two-thirds
majority vote.” .

The delegates aigiied that thé
constitution fepreseiits the deci-
siohs of the membership, as ex-
pressed in conVention, afid éah

onily be ateridéd by the hatlonal

‘ecnvetition, Rahdﬁlp}i spoke ‘én
“the issiié alid declared that “thé
final authority- must vest i the |’

hands of the members, either
through convention ot = refer-
endum.”

First resolution te cotne before |

the' conferende this afternoen
wag s brief one ealling for en-
dorsement of “the fight of the
Unitéd Nations,”

Ofie  delegdate, a  Womah,
strofigly oppbsed this resolution;
argnifig  that “if we give a
blatikét endorsenient to the way
this war i8 beiig c¢onducted; we
weaken ouf own fight heré at
hoine.” She insisted that dny
reésolution. ot the war should in-
cludé an andlysis of the role and
objectives of Ameriean and Brit-
ish impetialism, the question of
India, Negrt rights, ete. Her
réiiidrks drew strong applause.

However, Randolph pointedly
insisted that it would be “unwisé”
to have “dhy reéservations oh sup-
po¥t of the war. The resolution

was finally adepted, although &t

ho tifne during the conferenee
was hiy enthusiastié support ex:
pressed for the war,

OPPOSE STALINISM

A sighifieant Fesolution wad
then adopted placifig the MOWM
on record “as opposed to any co=
operation. Wwith the Comtitnist
Party or Communist Party front
organizations; although this is net
to be cofstited as an éiipressioh

\

of opposition to Russia in her!ss

heroié fight against Hitler's Ger-
mahy.” The resolutioh . also
stated, however, that this did not
bar members of the Commumst
Party from participating as in-
dividuals in the MOWM.

The discussion onfi this resoly-
tion brought out the efforts of
the Stalinists to sabotage the
MOWM, the coniplete distrust
that the Nepro iassés today
h#ve of the CP, and theéir retogni-
tioii that the Stallnists Have fio
interést in advaticing the real
cause of Negtro freedom,

A couplé of delegates took 4
pure red-baiting positioh oh the
matter, atrguitig that if this
resolution Wwere not passed it
would leave the orgatnization
open to the chafge of beifig
“rod” and that the “ultimate ob=
jective of the CP is world-wide
revelitiofi.” Of eourse, the “red”
label i§ attached to any grolip

whieh fights 26t its Fights, and it |

i# aheéieht Ristory now tha_fo thé
Stalinist parties teday ave bitter
opponents of any refolutitiﬁﬁr}'
movements.

The resolution was
delegates deslved t6 place ot
record thelr opposition to the
Stalinists for theif attacks bR
tha MOWM and attempted

ﬁnally ‘
pagsed prineipslly because the |-

ét ggle.
he role of the Stahmsts ‘was
¢ledrly brought to the attention
-of “ the conference by the St
Louis delegates, Who represent a
fighting militant local group of
Negroes. These delegates display-
¢d a large serap- book eontaining,
hundreds of news clippings aboiit
thelt recetit mass picket lines and
demonstrations, which at ohe blg
artis plant won 3,500 jobs for
Neégro  workers fééeﬁtl The
scrap:book also dis;ﬂayed a lﬁrge
lenflet; printed ot both sides, put
otit - by the Comimiihist Party,
which directly attacked the picket
lines #nd demiofistrations as
“disrupting the war effort.”

Because of the tremendous
séope of the work which had to
bé dovered in y brief time by
the conferencé; most of the
resolutions were approved with-
out complete reading and placed
in the hands of the new executive
poard for final edising,

However, most of these reso-
lutions were of an extremely
prog!‘esswe and militant char-
deter and undoubtedly; with some
minor ehanges, would have been
overwhelmmgly apprOVed by the
éonference had they been read
dompletely.

PROGRAM OF ACTION
An important resolution adopted

dovered the question of a future
thass Negro March On Washing-

e

Stalinist Choice
$1Of “Best Man"' In
The U. S. Senate

“Best Man in the Senate:
bGIaude Pepper of Florida” is
the title of an article praising
U. S. Setiuter Peppef in the
Sept. 28 Daily Worker.
¢ The real reason - for this
highly laudatory article is that
$ Pepper has been advocating a §
seeond front, Any teactionary |
who dalls for & second front §
nowaddys ¢ah be suite thit the ¢
Stalifiists will Wwhitewash his
past. '

For example, While réport—
ing that Pepper has sponsored
an anti-poll tax bill, the Sta-
¢ linists hide the fact that only
last year he 8aid on the floor
6f the Sénate:

“Whatever may be writteh
ito the Constitution, whatever
fay be placed bn the statute
books of this nation, however
 many soldiérs may be station-
ed about the ballot boxes of
the Bouthland, the colored race §
will not vote.”
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‘Militant Orgamzatlon

‘éabotage of t‘h present Negro‘

ton, This yescliition’ declai‘ed that | the  Indian Thasses: " Thd. feseliis

“diserimination, segregation and |tion stated in part that #the peo:.

Jim Crowism are spreading in ple 6f India are in & despéiate

this coutitry and thete i 16 | stkuggle to aéhisve ridependeniee

visible effort on the part of the | and freedom now from British

President or the Congress to

trecognize the Negroes -as ﬁrst-:

cluss citigéns i tHig so-called
demoeratic War,” and ésneluded
by calling upon the fortheomihg
nationdl  convertion . of  the '
MOWM to “deciare its approval
of & Mareh On Washington of
Neproes from all ovef Anieries
for the purpose of pressitig hofiie
te the President, the Amniérican
people and the QCongress that
Negroes want their full demo-
ératie right‘s now, dufitg -the
war,”

Another resolutlon titled “Mass
Action,” states that “the day of
‘individualism’ is passed and that
power only resides ifn the mdsses”
afid blaces the MOWM “oit
fecord endorsing mass=action iH:
cliding marches on  city-hails,
counteils; defense plants,
public utility works, picketing
and sénditig mass leéttets and
telegramis to the President and
Congressiméti and Senitors to
stress the will and desifes of the
Negro People for their rights as
Atnerican citizens.”

A special resolation was adopted
on the attitude of the MWOM
toward organized labotr, which
asserts that “the free trade union
movetheht is the bulwark of
democracy and is the most
fundamental and constructive in-
stitution ih our cotitemporary
society—through its principles of
uhity of 4ll Wworkers regardleds
of race, color, religion or ni-
tional 0r1g1n »

The resolution then goes on to
“éndorse the trade union move-
nmient and bona fide collective
bérgaining aiid ecalls upon thfe
AFL and CIO to abolish diserimi
natiol, segregadtion, Jim Crow
ahd the colot bat in 4ll forms and
collaborate with the Negto peo-
ple in their strugele for equality
and freedom.” It furthér urges
all Negro workers “to join trade
uhions that accept them and form
mdependent unions when rejected
to eontinue to fight to break
dowh the color barriefs and
protect their ecohofnic interests
aghingt the employers.” -

The conference did not fail to
tie in the strupggles of the Aner-
idan Negroes with the battlés of
the oppressed ' peoples every-

where, It passed speeific resolu-| |

tions calling for the immediateé
ihdepenidence of the peoples of
the Wast Indies and fndia.

The resolution ofi India deslar:
ed ‘the donferende’s support for
the préesent striggle 6f the Thdidn
rhasses for natiohal independence;
demanded the release of the
drrested nationalist leaders and
an efd to “the waniteh murder of

Inipeiialism” and that “the free-
dom of any section of people in
the wotld is not meciite so long
as aty other fndtien is in
bondage &

AN IMPORTANT s'rEP

Thers i no question but that
the MOWM faces a tiemendous
task ahead, There are wany ob-
stacéles; interndl and external;
which will have to be surmourt-
ed,

But the bésie afid uhmeﬂiately
urgent task has been undef-
taken: theé establishment of a
natioh-wide mass membership or-
ganization based on the prinéiple
of an all:out madsk dction pro=
gfaim to battle for the rights of
the Negro: people right tiowv; dur-
ing the war, and evety day.

The prograin laid . out by the
éonifétehce is brave dafid am-
bitious ard svund. If the Negtro
masses rally arotind that pro-
gram, make it their own, and
éarry it out in aection Wwith the
support and aid of ‘all the work-
ing people; they are evrtaih to
bring neatrer the day of their full
eémancipation. -

the workers, the leadership of the
JTUMSWA éonesiitrated on push-
ing tlie speed-up. Green lauded
thie lgbor-inanageitieiit edmitittees,
launched by WPB Head Donald
Nelson for the purpose of speed-
ing up the workets, anid demand-
ed dan increasé in the produetxon
rate.

Greeri underlinéd his demands
for a speed-up
ment “And there are still some
among us who think we can in-
dulge otrselves in the lixury of
pre-war unionism-ds-usual. Any
delay or stoppage of production
can be considered as aid to our
enemies.” This sounded more
like the statement of an anti-la-
bor representative of the employ-
ers than the statement of a rep-
resentative of the workers. It was
no wonder that the labor-baiting
World Telegram hailed Green for
his® “real leadership.”

The convention approved the
getting up of units of _mechanics,
Federal Defense Repalrmen who
would be pldaced st the disposal
of the govefninent to beé shipped

anywhere; and in general devoted -

1ts major time and energy to pa-
triotic resolutions and speeches
which demonstrated the subservi-
ence of the leadership to Roos-
evelt and the war machine.

What ilttle criticisiii of the ad:

vention floor, was midihly concen-
trated of attacks against the War
Prodiictioh Board, which was de:
éiiged of holding up proddetion:
This attack by the leaders on the
WPB was mere demagogy. The
leaders’ dermand for representa:
tion on the WPB wiil solve hone
of the problems of chaos and
mismanagement in production.
Labor representatives on the WPB
gerve only as window dressing for
the dollar-a-year men who doimi-
hate that agehcy as well as the
rest of the war machine.

That the shipyard workers are
by no means satisfied with their
conditions is known very well by
every man who works in the
yards., That there is dissatisfac-
tion was shown by the extreme
gensitivity of President Green to
ctitieism dfidl  attack. Green
vevedled his fear of a. militant
rank and file by a ranting denun-
ciatiort of the Trotskyists who
have exposed his false policies,
#nd by an attack on the news-
paper, Labor  Action, which
crltxclzed the union leadershlp

'NEEDS OF THE UNION

The war, which brought about
g great growth in the union as
a result of the boom in the in-
dustry; has also put the union in
great peril. The war government
las already tied the union to the
war machine, atid with the leader-
ship subservient to Roosevelt,
these bonds grow tighter every

day and threaten to strangle the ;

independence of the union,

The job of the shipyard worke
ers is to learh the lesson
derhonstrated by the militant
tarik and file of the UAW, whe
have hot allowed their union lead-
ers to choke opposition, and who
have defended the democratic
tradition of their union. If they
are to successfully defend their
hard-won gains, shipyard workers
must go even further, and or-
ganize a militant leadership ffom
among the rank and file who cait
give expression to the real neéds
of the workers.

"Such a militant leadership
would expose the Roosevelt war
government, the . anti-labor
character of the WPB and the
WIB, and wage a fight to fesist
encroachmients by the govern-
ent on the rlghts and indepeii-
dence of the umon ®
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THE, M!I_JLI}"ANJ?

18 it still possible fot the Ne-
gro people in this couiitiy to db-
tain soéial, political and economic
equality under the capitalist sys-
tem?

The partial answer given.here

represents my ewn views: I would

Jbe glad to print in this columii
othet viéws, held by both Trot-
skyists and non-Trotskyists.

Unquestionably there drice was
a time when it would have been
possible for the Negroes to get
equal rights tnder the capitalist
system; But that was many years
ago when capitalism was a young
and expanding system. In the
youth of French capitalisni Ne-
grovs Were uble to secure far
more rights than in this cotintry;
of toukse, that was titie chiefly
in the “mother country’” .dnd not
in most of the colonies, and of
couise practically all of these
rights have been taken away in
present-day totalitarian France.

United States Negroes came
closest to getting equility dut-
ing thie perlod of Reconstiuetion
that followed the Civil Wai; From
1865 to 1876. Even then, i the
period that capitalism was strong
and deveéloping;, they got these
rights not in the normal process,
but through a dlctatorshlp of the
federal government in the South-
ern states.

Evéntually the capitalists of
the North came to an apreemeht
with the Sotitheétn ruling cléss
and withdfew the federal troops;

. and the Southern ruling class was

able to take away most of the
rights won by the Negro people.
But anyhow, during this period,
the most democratic in American
history, Negroes were able to
vote, were elected to state legis-
lotive bodies and Cotigress, ete.

Sincde then things have gotten
worsé for the Negroes in the
South =~ and we must understand
that the Negroes in the other
parts of the country will never
be able to get their full nghts
until racial diserimination is de-
stroyed toot afid branéh in the
South, Jim Crow and Judge
Lyfich eafite back into their own;
bringing with them such devices
as the poll tdx,; new racial segre-.
gation laws; dnd so on.

Jitn Crow is _so entieniched inj -

the South today that nothing will
wipe it out but another kind of
civil war and a new kind of dic:
tatorship, supported by the mass-
es of the whole country.

But sifice the days of Recon-’
structioni eapitalism has grown
old and has begiin to decay:
Young progressive Northern cap-
jtalism has become intertwined
with the Southein #ililig class. A
lot of capital invested in the
South belongs to Northern bank-
ers and industrialists. Conse-
quently the Northerh eapitalists
are as much benefited by South-
ern prejudices and Jim Crow

practices as\the Southern ruling

The%ﬁ”"ﬂﬁﬁwe
Negro Struggle

= By Albert Parker, :
Can Equahty Be Won Undeér Capltallsm?

| from the. capitalists anywhere.

ANSIEARE TTomS

; ¢las§, And naturélly; they are as
much opposed to aiy chaiige in
the South as the Seiitherh rulers
— for a change there would meén-
ace their investments; profits and
privileges.

Furthermore, even those capi-
talists who don’t have invest-
ments in the Soith are opposed
‘to aiy éhiiiges — because chang-
es can be %rought about there
only by sharp ¢liss strugdles, ahd
these capitalists are afraid that
such struggles in the South
would soon spréad to other pafts
of the country, and inspitiiig the
workers everywhere would et off
a wave of class struggle§ that
might shake the whole system of
cipitalisin to the ground.

Tlmes have ¢hanged sinee the
1860’s: Negroes éatinot expect aid

Similarly the federal govern-
ment has chatged. From the
vislder of #-dictatorship agaitist
the slaveholders in the 1860’s, it
has tutned inte what A. Philip
Randolph last month aptly called
the “carrier” of the “germ of
race discrimination.” Instead of
combatting  Vicious Jim Crow
practices, as it did to a degree
70 yeals ago; it how tolerates and
imitdtes and extends those prac-
tices. Instead of getting better in
this respect, it is getting wotrse.

Twenty-five years ago, for ex-
ample, Negroes were accépted
into the Navy. along with the
whites, and while not on the basis
of full equality, at least they
iyere periitted to serve on the
sanié ships 48 whites and along-
fide of them. In World Way II
Negioés ¢ah setve only in the
kitchen on Navy ships; accord-
Ing to a recent plan annouticed
by the Navy; they will soon be
permitted to serve outside of the
kitchen on some ships — but only
on special, segregated ships.

Capltahsm is now in its
death agoiides. The trend of capi-
talisti his beeti the same every-
where throughout the world in
the last 25 years — the destruc-
tion of all demoveratic .rights;
gréater regimentation for all the
workers, white and Negro. In
this period — and until the work-
ing masses take things into their
oWwii hands s ®apitalism will fight
to take baek, fiot to grant, demo-

’

By ANTHONY MASSINI,

The propagandists of United
Stdtes afid British imperialism
assure the masses that one of
the features of the “hew” world
to be created aftet they defedt
Hitler W111 be the “equality of
fidtiotis.”

No one belietes, of course,
that this promise includes the
defeated nations; there can be

are to be disarmed- by other
nations = that are goliig to
‘ipplice the world” for the hext
Hihdfed yedfs.

Sotiie people, howéver, believe
that there will there will at least
be some “squality” amotpg the
victorious nations—that after the
war the Soviet Unibn and Chiia;
for example, will be treated as
the equdls of United States and
British imperialism.

Biit ‘what reason is there for
believing that this will be the
case after the war when the
USSR andé China are looked ilp()n
a8 setotid:class allies of the im-
peridlist democracies in the very
midst of the war?

The fact is that althdugh the
United States and British gov-
ernments have certain differences
with each other from time to
time, they are agreed that they
ahd they alonie should have the
decisive word on the conduct of
the war.

This flows from their under:
standing that the Soviet Uhion
and China, which are not im:
penallst nations; have different
interests.than United States and
British imperialism.

And it lead to theit treating
these non-imperialist nations ds
second-class allies, whiéh #&reé to
bé tolerdted and even given a
certain measure of material aid
biit are to be excluded from the
.determination of important polxcy
and strategy.

BRITISH-U. 8. UNITED
FRONT AGAINST THE USSR |
Nurierous examples of this
united front of the United Na-
tions imperialists; and their ex-
clusion of Soviet- and Chinese
representatives from —the im-
portant councils, Have been re-
ported ifi the press recetitly:

In his London dispateh of Sept.
16 to the N. Y. Tiines, Raymond

iedn répresentatives who aceoms.

ctatie rights.

1 deén’t mean that it is row
impossible for the Negro people
to wih dany liniited gains in their
stiuggle against Jith Crow. That
is still possible = especially if
a militafit poliey is followed. But
I do mal}ttam capitalisin is so
deciyed, its§ whole struéture so
depends on the maintefianee of
Jimi Crow and racial prejudices
atid artifielal dividing of the
worlkers, thit it cati never griiit
full equality to the Negro people.

More on this question® hext

week.

panied the British Prime Min-
ister to Moseow (for his talks
with Stalin) were in complete
accord with him in rejecting the
Soviet pleas for immediate in-
tervention in Europe. .

“Whet appat ently surprlsed the
Soviet Premiier and his advisers
most was thdat the American
members of the delegation to
Moscow were in such complete
agreement on every military
point at issue. Yet that was the
Qurpose of the visit here (London)
early in the summer of Getierdl
George 0. Marshall, Harry L.

USSR
Treate

rio equality. for nations which.

{*More Stress on ‘United’ In United

Daniell revealed that “the Amer- |

King and others sent by Presi-
dent Roosevelt to work out a
comiion strategy. Mr. Churehill’s
visit to Moscow had been decided
upohi even then, and the im-
portance of presenting a united
front at the  Kremlin was
recognized. . .”
Anglo - American policy is
worked out first—then a wunitéd |

class allies, This is how the
“equality of tdtions” works in
practlce'

But while Stalin ahd Chxang
Kai-shek are “surprised” by this
practicé they dé 1ot theniselves
openly protest agaihst it. -~ The
protests come frowh their uri-
official dgents.

“APPALLING LACK

OF COLLABORATION” o
Thus the Stalifiist Worket of
Sept. 13 featured a long whine

by its Washington correspondent,
Adath Lapifi; ehtitled “Needed:.

Natlons War Couneil.” Complam-
ing. about the “appailing lack of
collaborgtion between the United
Nations which ig still te be found
on. every side in the capital ” he
points out:

“Tlete afeé now about a score
of variots. ifiteriiationdl joint
boatds of all kinds econcerned
with war problems in Washitig-
ton,

“But practically all of the im-
portant joinit bodies are still bi-
lateral, They are still vorfined to
the United Stiates and Great
Britain.

“The siimple bald fact i§ that
there is not a siiglé committee or
board of any kind here which in-
cludes representatives of all
four of the most importaht Uiit-
ed Nations: The Uiiited States,
the Soviet Union, Gfeat Britain
and Chiha. . .

“Thé top body in-the hierarchy
of Anglo:American boards here
is the Combined Chief of Staff
which has the job of plahiiing
joint military strategy and eo-
ordinating the war efforts of the

stipplies. . . .
“The officis]l War Depaipment

of | this body. said that. there
would- be consultdtion with repre-
sentatives of other United Na-
tlons, but only on ‘matters con-|
cerning their national interest’. .
there Has been consultation with
Soviét and Chinese miilitaty
represeiitativés oily on rdte and
ilif réqtient océasions. :

“Next in importance  i§ the
Combined Munitibns Assighithert
Board which is the top plahnitig
body for Lend-Lease ald. It
determines the allocation of
Leénd-Lease supplies to the other
United Nations in line with the

front is presented to the second-

"Cliina and the other United Na-

two courtries. ih¢luding the pro- | s
ductiofi and distribution of war |'d

'lass

“This ~board, tob, is Anglo-
Atiieticai, Thei‘e are no Chifese
or Soviet représentatives.”

And Lapin lists still other
boards whete the same condltlons
prevail: the Cémbined Produc-
tion atid Resources Board, the
Combmed Raw Materidl Board,
the Combined Shipping Adjust-
ment Board and the Combined
Food Board.

GHINA’S DISSATISFACTION

"Chitia is alsb eminently dissa-
tished with this situation. THE
MILITANT of Sept. 5 has .al-
veady Feported
Lin Yutahg, dnofﬁcml spokesman
for +thée Chihése government,
that:

“Ahy Allied strategy affecting
Chita's vital interests must be

planfied in “consultation with
Chifis. . . Ching mitist be let into
the mysterlous secrets of the

‘Allied  grand strategy’ '
Chiasig. Kai-sHek miust not be
kept guessitic what the Allied
strategists are or sare not going
o' do.”

Ihi thie Avpiist 29 issue of The
Progressive, Lin Yutang pointed
out that it is only wo e ‘purely
cereriioiiial sense’ that ‘today

tions, éxéept Bngland ahd Amiér-
iea; aré permitted to attend the’
Pacific War Council in Washing-
ton.” ,

Chinese  dissatisfaction Hhas
also been expressed in the vecent
¥eeall of Pr. Hu Shih; from the
Chinese Embassy in Washirigton, |
Hu Shih is said to have been
“yery populal” (and very much
1gn01ed) in Washmg’ton circles.

STALINIST EXPLANATIONS

Whlle complaining about this
gltuation, the Stalinists try to ex=
plain it away in a ‘typically
cowsairdly, bootlickig manner.
Lapin’s Sept. 13 article in The
Worker says the present situa-
tion exists because “the Russ-
sidiis Afid Chinese ate ‘still con-
sidercd seecond class Allies by
soiner influential reprefentatives
of ,big business in the produetion
p, particularly by many of
high-ranking military -men.’

- Ahd  what about Roosevelt?
“President Rovsévelt is said to

has not acted vigorously enough’
to cut throtigh red iape and ob-
sti'uctlon,” says Lapin.

Few people acquainted with the
faets will be taken in by the
Stalinist versioh of Rodsevelt as
a “sinecere” but dull-witted person
Wwho. doesn’t éven kficw how to
act “vigorously enough” to ac:
eotiiplish what he wants. He cer-
taitily deted vigorously erough
iti sending Marshall and his staff
to London last summer to work

broad strategic decisions of the

Hopkms, Admlral Ernest J.

Comblhed Chlefs of Staff

wmilitary guestions.

the watnings of .

out the iinited front with British |
 imperitlism on all the 1mportant

nd China Are
an

Prapdgdhda About "Equdiity of Nations”
After War Is Disproved by Attitude to
Non-Imperialist Nations In Midst of War

Allies

ists, despite their occasional com=
plaints, want to hide—is that
United States and British im-
péridalism
they ate fighting for, and hew
to act to get what they want,
THE IMPERIALIST AIMS

They waiit, not the équality of
nations after the war; bt the
siipremiaty of United Stutés aiitd
British imperialismi—or of Unit- |
ed States imperialism alone. Tius
is shown by the way their mili-
tdry and eéonomic boards are set
up #

The fact that they may suffer
a little during the war in the
form of some inefficiency and lack
of military coordination of forces
is arn  overhead tharge théy
gladly pay to achieVe Wwhat they
are after.

It isiof course possible that if
this situation becomes too scan-
dalotis of if there i§ a good deal
of protest agiinst it, that -some
apparent coneessios mhy bé
made; the U. S.:British unitéd
front 'may be presented & little
less brazenly, Chihese and Soviet
represéntatives may bé. giveii
seats oh the varioud boards:
But that won’t and can’t
materlally change the sitiiation
which arises out of the deep con-
tradictions bétween the leﬁdiﬁg
“Utnited Nations.”

They are all fighting a common
military foe, but that doesi’t
eliminate the fact that the Soviet
Union wishes to retain its nation-
alized economy while the demo-
¢iatic, like the fascist, impérial-
ists watit to open thé USSR to
capitalist exploitatioh, of the faét
thdat China wants to be a free
nation while the democratic, like
the fascist, intperialists'want to
fix its status as that of a servilé
anld sibdued colony of sentis

,coltmy.

It is these differences which
determine the basic policy not
only of the revolutionary party,
but alss of the irmperialisty.

It is theé deionstration of
these differences whieh disclost
the ugly faee of @ imperidlism
behind, the mask of democracy

eleasé announcing the crestion | be awate of the problems, but ac; |
cordmg to. informed officials "he

“ W(P* |
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An Instructive Dzscusswn On

DEFENSE POLICY IN THE MINNBAPOLIS

vV01ved in the Minneapolis Trial, there were some

The Mpls. Defense Pollcy

in his notebook:

“#Characteristié!

Spitit - and

" bt warned the workers to expect violence from

khow exadtly what

TRIAL, A Criticism by Grandizo Munis 4iid ah
Aiiswer by Jamies P. Cantioh. Pioneer Piiblish-
ef§, 116 University Place, New York City. 64
pages. 20 cents.

“On July 15, 1941, an indictment prepared by
the United States ﬁepartment of Justice was
handed down by a federal grand jury in St Paul,
Minnesota, against 29 members of the Socialist
Workers Party and Motor Transport Workers
Locai 544-CIO. It had been preceded by raids on
the branch offices of the party in St. Paul and
Minneapolis, in which large quantities of

literature had been carted off by the FBL The

indictment was on two counts: (1) conspiracy to
overthrow the government by force and v1olence
—the statute involved was adopted in 1861
against the slaveholders’ rebellion; (2) conspiracy
to advocate such overthrow and to incite disaf-
fection m the armed forces, being a violation of
the Smith’ ‘Gag’ Law of 1940.

.« “The trial opened in Minneapolis October 27

and lasted five weeks. The jury was out 58 hours:
All defendants were acquitted on the first eount.

Eighteen defendants, including the outstanding -

leaders of the Socialist Workers Party, were
convieted on the second count. On Decémber 8-
the day the United States declared war—twelve
defendants were given 16-month prison sentences
and six were sentenced to terms of a year and a
day. At present all are out on bail while the con-
victions are being appealed to the higher courts.”

The above paragraphs from the “Introduectory
Note” of Pioneer Publishérs’ new pamphlet out-
line the main happetings of the first United
States trial of working class opponents to World
War II, For bettef comprehension of the issues
discussed by Grandizo Munis and James P. Can-
non, however; the interested redder should first
read Socialism on Trial and In Defénse of Suocial-
ismi, the former containing the efoss-examination
of Cannon afid the latter the summary of defense
attorney Albert Goldman; both taken verbatim
from theé official cotirt records and released by
Pioneer Publishers (10¢: eath). The pamphlet
under réviw constitutes a companion to the other
two, essential to a well rounded understanding
of their message:

Despite the clear-cut character of the issues in-

-

who conténded that the defendants had not
presented the Marxist viewpoint on imperialist
war in the traditional manner. Among otliers,

Grandizo Munis very sharply eriticized the policy

that was followed by the defendants,
Criticism From the Left

“For moments,” he declares, “they border oh a
renunciation of principles.” “I find no more
Yeason for their attitude in the trial than con-
siderations that it would be a ‘useful maneuvér’” -

Munis is a well-known figure in the ranks of
the Fourth International. He fought in the ranks
of the Loyalist armies against Franco, was im-
prisoned by agents of the GPU, barely escaped
with his life when the Spanish revolution was
crushed, is still_hounded it Mexiéo By Stalinist
gangsters. His criticisi naturally desétves. the
thost seérious consideration: '

Their policy was wrong, Mumis beliéves, be-
cause ih the first place it led the defendants to
give what he considers to be an incorrect im-
pression of Marxist opposition to the imperialist
war. “It seems that we are platonic opponents
of the war and that we limit ourselves to state-
mehts ard propaganda, written or verbal, without
action of ahy kind.” Particularly on the question
of just what this “action” should consist, Munis
is emphatic: “. . . the defendants saw themselves
forced to condemn sabotage in general, as though
it dealt with something criminal.” The prosecut-
ing attotney, it will be recalled, attempted to
show that the Socialist Workers Party believed
in sabotage as a means of opposing imperialist
War. v

Comradé Munis holds in the second place that
on the guéstion of violence in the transition from
¢apitalisitt to socialism the defendants should hot
have eéxplained that they simply predicted
vidlencé waould be initiated by the outlived capital-
ist minofity, but .on the contrary shéuld have
.adVvocate before the jury that the American work-
ers “respohd to the daily violence of the bour-
géoisie With maaorlty and orgamzed v1olence of
the poor masses.’

The Matxist Method in Actwn

“Not the abstract; dead; inanimate, biit the eoi-
crete.” Of thls remark of Hepel’s, Leiii Jottefi

-

essence of the dialectic!” It i this method of
analysis which Comrade Cannon follows in his
answer to Munis! “Our crltlcs talk in terms of
trials in general and prmcxp]es in general; which,
it would appear, are always to be formulated and
explained to the workers ih geneial in précisely
~the same way. We, on the contrary, dealt with a
specific trial and -attempted to explam purselves
to the workers as they are ifi-the United States
in the year 1941. Thus we ¢lash Wwith our critics
at the very point of departure—the analy51s the’
method,” i
“We shall begin‘,” contifines Cannon, “by first
_ setting forth the concrete environmental eircum-
stinces in which sur party furectioned in the
United States at.tlie tithe of the trial and the
specific tasks and propaganda techniques which,

in our opiriion, were theréby imposed. Then we

shall proceéd to subniit otitr position, as well as
that of our critics, to the criterion which must
be decisive for all of us: the expressions of the
Marxist teachers on the application of the pomts
of principle under discussion.”

Far from being ripe for a eall to revolutionary
action—aside from the question as to what kind
of “action” is revolutionary—the American work-
ing class does not eveti know the “real meaning
of socialism.” It has not yet even resorted to
independent political action of any. type, “but

" remaing in it§ political sctivity an appendage of
the Roosevelt political patty.” From this éoncrete
political situation it follows that “the task was

_to get a hearing for our ideas from the forum
of the trial. . .-We had to address ourselves to
the workers not in general, not as an abstraction,
but as they exist in reality in the United States
in the year 1941.” In addition “it was not our
duty to facilitate the wotk of the' prosecuting
attorney but to make it niore difficult, msofar
as this could be done Wwithout renouncing any
prineiple.”

On the problem of violence and the transition
to docialism, Canfofi Guotes hberally frém the
Marxist autherities, beginning with Engels in
1847 and ending with Trotsky,in 1940, showing
that they preferred pedeeful methods in making
the transition from eapitalist soelety to. sociéﬂist

the capitalist minority. Vast historical expetience
maltes it possible to predict such violence. Thus,
the defehdants, Cannon attempts to prove, did
not violate Marxist prificiples ih oficé again
repeating the teachiigs of olir authorities:

Likewise on the question of “submitting to the
fhajority” - which rankles with Munis, Cannon
quotes - liberally from Lenin to show that in
building the Bolshevik party it was necessary to
follow this policy with the greatest strictness on
penalty bf losing the possibility: of witiniig the
majority to the socialist program. Ffom the
verbatim report of thé testimony at the trial
he quotes g number of déeclarations showing that
in following this policy, the defendants were still
able to miake abundantly clear their Marxist op-
position to imperialist war. ‘

Again on the question of “sabotage,” Cannon
shows at considerable length that our basic
programmatic documents reject- sabotage as an
independent ‘weapon of struggle. This question is
of ekpecial importance to American socialists,
sinée the violent chéractér of the class stiuggle
in this country coupled with thé political im=
maturity of the radical movenientts in the past,
still creates grave danger that revolutiondries
cah once mote stumble ints this pitfall,

In the firial section of hi§ ahswer, countéring
ultra-left formulas that would openly call fof
violence ‘on the part of the masses, Comrade
Cannon offers an extremely instructive analysis
of the use of defensive formulations in thHe 6t-
ganization of action.. “Defefisive formulatiohs
retain their efficiency in all aétions ihvolving
masses, from - the most elementary economic
strikes to the open struggle for power. Those

who aspire to orgahizé action ought to kiow |<

this.” Particular referénce is made to the éx-
petiénce of the October revolution.

Ty anyone interested in the tacticg ahd strategy
of building the revolutionary soeialist  party
undét present conditions and in carrying on ef-
fegtive political opposition to imperialist war,
this pamphlet is required reading, Comrade

.. Caniton continues in his polemlc the tradition

of genuine Marxisin.

Reviewed by Joseph Hansen _‘ -

. Thé #iscussion ahd c‘am’i)'ai{g*ﬁ
centering around the second front
does. not get much space in THE |
MILITANT. And for the good

idtiéniayy Marxist paper need.not
take & poSition on the question.
Better yet; its position on the
second front flows from its posi-
tion on the war as a whole. Since
1t ¢otigiders the war as 1mper1a1—
ist in. chatraéter ahd does not sup-
port it, it bécomes unnedéssary to
take a position oh aiy patticila¥
military proposal connedtéd With
the war.

Oy they who support the war
cain get extited ahd tdake sides on
the guestiofi of the Seéeord front.

The imasses of Workers in Eng-
iand and in this ountry who sup-
port theé ddmpaign for & second
ffont fo so not only bechuse they
stupport the democratic imperial-
ists in- tHeir war against Hltler
but because they are deeply anxi-

olis aboiit the fate of tlie Soviet
Union: They want to save the So-
viet Utilofi by means of the sec-
ohd front and they 8eé:in the
refusal of the impéridlist demeéé-
ricies t6 launch one at the pres-
eiit- tiitie, evidence of the conten-
tioh- that -the capltahsts are not
interested in the fate df the So-

viet Union. It is because of thls
feeling on the part of the work-

ers with reférence to the titestion
of 4 gespid Front that it is worth
while for us to discuss the mat-
tet,

S

: From tlie assertion that a revo-
lutionary Marxist party can un-
der 1o cireimstaiices demsdnd &
secohd front the conclision should
hot bé d@faWwn that the Soviet
Union a§ suich is not permitted

to-demand that its impefialist al:

lies immediately launch a: - sec-
ofil frefit. If the Soviet Union
is pérfecily justifisd (dfd it 18)

in enitering into a' military al-

lianee with one camtahst state

against another, thén it follows

that it i§ justified in demanding
thilitary help from its capitalist
ally i afiy and all forms.

On the other hand it is imper-

missable for a revolutionary party
to subport any. 1mbél 14116t 411¥% of
the Soviet Union and from this
foil wé tlie impermissibility 6f de:
manding or supvorting a parti:

culat military tactic or venture
for the imperialist ally.

-k g

~Without opposing the mxlxtary
alliance hetween. the Seviet Un:
ion afd an imperialist countiy; 46
{8 metessaty to temch the workers
that the ihiperialist.ally eannbt
be relied on and is in fact a
t1eacherous ally. Undef #o condi-
tion shofld we place 4fly confi:
fishics in thHe imiiedialist ally of
the Sobiet Union, The failiire of
the capitalist allv to take certain
necessary stevs to help the Soviet
Union constitutes &dnérete &vi-
dence to be utilized fo6r thé plr=
pose of shHowing that the imper:
ialist d11¥ éannot be relied on and
that it i& essentidl to revlace tlis
camtahst governiiént With a so:
cialist government to agsure resl
Helh to the Soviet Union:

The Btalinist leaders advocate
gitinoft 6f and relianeé on the im-
nerialist allies of thé Soviet Un:
fon. They demantl held fiom
thode allies and attribnte the fhil
me to furiish such heln to in-
dividuals in the government hos-
tile to the Soviet TTni6h. Revoli-
tionarv Marxists,. Bikifig thernigel:
ves on the fundasmiéfital antaso:
#Aisti between every 1mnerialist
sovetnment and. the Soviet TUn-
ioit, Whrn the workars of ths
treachiéry that éan be expected
from the imverialist ally.

The duestion  of the second
froiit caft ahd should be used by
g to illsatrate ouf thesis that
the capitdalist allies of the Soviet
Union cannot be véliéd on to dé-
fend the Soviet Union and fus-
fiféhed 4diither reason why the
watse slioid stitigele to estab-
lish a 8beldlist government.

% ok

A word of caution is necessary
regarding the utilization of tle
86¢ond front ouestiod to show thé
ti eacherv of the irhpei*ialiét alhes

[ The Question Of
The Second Front

" By M. ‘Mori#ison

ajid sufficiént reason that a revo-|

| eent about letting the werld know

| As againgt the imperialists;, reve-

of the Soviet Utiloni. Ingtead of
afguing that Eiglatid and the -
Utiited Stites are in a position
to laiifich a,s8é0nd fi'oiit, but do
hot want ‘to do 80 bécdlise they
Want, to see the Soviet Union de-
feated e Should rather empha- ;
§iz8 the point that & socialist govs
‘ernment in the United States and
in England would take the great-
est iisks imaginable in ofdet to -
help defend the Sovist Utiloti.

1t i§ qiite ob¥ious tH4t wheii
Hitler  fitst laiitiched Hi§ attacle
oh the Soviet Union thé prevail:
ing sentiment and hope in the’
eapxtalist rulifig cireles of Bng-
Jand and the United States was
to see both the German and So:
viet armiés exhaust themselves in
the struggle, thus assuring vie-
tory for England and the United
Statss -both as against Gefniat
imperialism - and . the Sov1et Un
fon.  Hitler's condiiests in the
Soviet Union have made these
circles quite dnxious: They. afe
o longer afraid . of Stalin But
they are afra.ld of Hitler.
There 1§ at prescit plausibility
to - the Goiitention that, if they
could, the imperialists would -
launch a second front. Their failt
ure ‘to- 46 80 sbrings pi*iihaiily :
fiont their et thit they are in-
sufficiently prepared. At any fate,
to take the flat pcsition that the
imperilists ard’ hiilitardy  able.
to launch & second front but dre
unwilling to do 80, can lead only
to ah inconclusive drgunient: We
aré .on far bettér ground if We
emphasize the point that a so- i
cialist government woeiild tiks al-
thost uny ridk to rave thie Soviet
Union while thé imverialist gov-
ernments will assume no risks 8x-
cept to proteet| their own iliter-
ests.

EIE 2

The hite and- éfy of the Stalin-
ist leaders for & Sdcond frent has’
two fundamental purposes. - One,
t _exert pressure on thé imper-
ialist governments to lauiich one.
and thus relieve the - military
pressure oii the Réd Army. In
this purpose they¥ will fhil be-
cause the imperialist governments
will' not be high-pressured into a
vehtiite merely for the purpose of
relieving the pressure on the Red
Army. ‘A second funddmentil
Peasoh 18 to prephre an alibl Both
for a_possible complete defeat of
thé - Soviet Utiotn o for & pos:
sible Viehy pescs:
The Ktemlin is ho longer reti:

its attltude towards its 1mperxal-

P18t allEs” ol the qitestioh of 4 "

geeond front. On the other hand;
Chiirénill 458 Roosevelt, throtigh .
the capitalist press, are preparing
their alibis. On both sides it is
4 question of preparing in ad:
vafibe excisel and Justifiéations
for any possible éventualities..

lutionary Marxists will utilize the
gecoha froht issile to show tls
nedekity ‘of establishing a Woik:
eb§’ governhisht in ordér to as-
Sllle the defense of the Soviet Un:
fon and to strdggle against and
‘defedt faseisi.
A¥ against the Stalinist bitedd:
éra6y Tevolutlohary Marxists will
itilize the secdond front issue to
'show that the heroism dand devo-
tioit of the Soviet iiassesshdve
tailedt to aéhibve Viétory becaude
of the policied pirshel by the
Stalinist leadership, of which its-
attitude on the second front is
bhie’ expression. -
The pulicy of Stalift is té vé-
jeet ah allisfige. With the wWork-
|inlg nids&ks to achieve the soecial-
ist revolution but to depend on
the imperiaiist aﬂles of the 8So-.
viet Uniot. A a “practieal” per-’
\§6h Stalin hab - tied the fdte of
thé Soviet Utnien, or better, the
fate of the Stalinist bureaucracy, g
té the démom atié imperlahét gov
ernments, ©  Tlié seéond front is
énly o6 inéident sHewihg How
utterly futile is this “practical”
attitude. . The only force that ean -
gave the Soviet Union is vep-
regetitéd By the working tasses -
taking power ifito theld oWwn
handd. To utilize that foree it is
necessary for the Soviet masses
to overthrow the Staliiist bu-
reaucracy :
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- JOIN US IN FlGHTING FOR:
l Military training of workers,’ financed
by the government, but under control
~ of the trade unions. Special officers™
‘training camps, financed by the ‘gov-
‘ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to tram workers to. bbcome
officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers ‘

- . drafted into the army.
- 8. Full equality for Negroes in the armed
. forces and the war industries—Down
i with Jim Crowism everywhere. Y
4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
‘ priation of all war industriés and their
operation under workers® control. "
5. For a rising scale of wages to. meet the
 rising cost of living. ’
6. Workers Defense Guards agamst vrg-
~ ilante and fascist attacks. -

4. An Independent Labor Party based on

7
the Trade Unions.
8. A Workers

and Farmers
ment. ;

Govern-

y*:Medi'ati'on In |nc||a

" A full page ad in the Sept. 28 N. Y. Times

signed by 57 college: professors, writers and other"

luminaries ranging from Norman Thomas and Up-
~ ton Sinclair to Alfred Landon and Henry Harri-
“'man, former President of the Ghamber of Com-
merce, directs an-urgent-appeal to President Roose-
velt to -undertake mediation in India: NOowW..;

“Is India Amencas business?” they ask and
they answer as follows “Yes, because’ we nee
India’s millions on our, side -against Japan. They
~ want freedom.  If they can be assured of freedom,
: they will fight against Japan as China is fight-
~ing.” ‘And they continue: “We are.in grave dan-
.ger lest the disasters of . Burma and Malaya be
repeated in India with ‘even more effect.””

- In these lines we not only have the crux of this
»statement but the real objective of its authors in
~ pubhshmg it at this time. What is decisive for

them is not the unassailable justice of the age-old
‘demands of the Indian people for freedom from
. the tyranny of the British Empire — what worrjes
" them is the danger that the coveted territory and
_ resources of India may fall into the hands of an-
~ other Empire. . . the Japanese. ,

India is therefore “America’s business” because
Churchill’s policy of violent repression has failed
to déstroy the movement for Indian freedom. “The
,indepen‘dence movement,” the ‘declaration correct-
ly states, ‘‘is only begmnmg in full force.” Most
of the. 51gnator1es of. this statement- preferred to
maintain a very- diplomatic silence until Church-
ill’s strong-arm tactics proved ineffective. ' ' Pre-

sumably they were ready to go along with him

if he could be successful.

Now, however, that there is a danger that the
- great Indian colony may be lost to Britain and. .
~the United States, the 57 leading lights cry. out
‘ ‘that'f the. “time for mediation is NOW.” :
~The “business” of American 1mper1ahsm in In-
kd1a is far from altrulstlc The ravenous appetite
of U.'S . monopoly capitalism will not be satiated
~until the entire world is placed. on its economic
difiner table. The choice colonial miorsels held
by the British Empire are not excluded from the
~greedy desires of American imperialism. Especial-

. ' ly now, when the British Empire is in mortal cri-

sis and everywhere is breaking up, the American
monopolists have no intention of allowing senti-
mental consideration to balk their opportunity of
grabbing any section of the Empire they can lay
- their hands on.

“Mediation” in India is precisely the formula
Roosevelt needs to intervene in the British colony
. -in the interests of American ifnperialism, What-
. ever compromise these mediators work out will
~be to the disadvantage of British imperialism —
and, for other reasons, also to the Indian people.
- Mediation can result either in ‘a complete loss of
~ India to Britain ot in a sharmg of the spoils with
" Ithe United States. Even in the unlikely case ‘that
- American troops do not have to be called out to
~suppyess the Indian opponents of the so-called
mediation award — as they were at one time
~ ‘against the Filipinos — India would still become
~ an economic vassal of the U. S., subject to the
most intense exploitation.’

-~ The British Emplre statesmen led by Churchill -
. pppose any such solutxon because apprectatmg

the economic and financial superiority of the Uni-
ted States, they know they would. be swept from
the field in any open competition with U. S. in-

. " terests. Churchill aimed his shafts directly at the

possibility ‘of -any American ‘“‘mediation” when

he declared in the House of Commons that lndta ]

was .a closed question.

In order not to disturb the delicate balance of
the Anglo—Amertcan alliance, Roosevelt reqmres
weighty “justifiéation” for open intervention in

" India, particularly since Churchill has declared

“hands off!” So-called public pressure of the type
exemphfted by the N. Y. Times ad is intended
to give Roosevelt the alibis he requires: the mili-

tary fortunes of the Umted Nations are at stake

in India, Britain is blundering into another dis-
aster as in Burma and Malaya the American pub-
lic is demanding: ““action.” ¢

Whatever . the motlves of the “liberals” signing
the statement, its effect will not be to aid the.
Indian struggle for mdependence On the contrary,
American ‘“‘ihediation” can lead only to a change
of imperialist masters for the Indian people. Thus
the “liberals” in-their customary fashion act as
the hand maidens of an imperialist power despite
all . their ghb talk about "freedom and “inde-
pendence.” :

‘What the Indian: people need is nott appeals for
“mediation” — there is nothing to mediate in the

struggle ‘between slave and mastér — but inde- | -

pendence. What the Indian people need from the
workers of this country is: direct support for their
struggle against British imperialism. If they can
win’that struggle ‘they will be able to defeat’ all
other attempts to deprxve them of mdependence

Labor Needs Own

Press And Own Party'

-~ "The recent natlonalf convention of the CIO Um-

ted ‘Auto Workers’ voted to “take immediate steps | !

to- estabhsh a datly newspaper devoted to the in-
terests of the workers This projected, paper was
to_be made a “cooperative venture, involving ‘all

possible’ support from every orgamzed labor group

in: thé .nation.”

‘~Thereis -no: questton that the labor movement

and -especially the CIO needs a national daily pa-
per ‘The capitalist class has scores of such papers
in all pafts of the country, and even the Christian
Screntrsts have ha daily paper of their own
for years,: while' the:forces of organized labor have
been’ thhout the necessary weapon to answer the
never—ceasmg ‘anti-labor attacks of the employers
and therr press. "

‘The reasons why:labor must have its own press

are well: knowi to the leaders and members of the
UAW These reasons were set forth in clear lan-
guaae in" the resolutron adopted by the conven-
txpn
Because “‘theé pnvately edntrolled press. must, of
necess1ty, depEnd upon large scale’ adVertrsmg from
powerful industrialists and. manufacturers. and ‘is
in most instandes a large scale busmess employ-
ing” thousands of workers. -,- .”
. Because “ such a press must bow to the dictates
* whether expressed or not, of ‘these industrialists

and- manufacturers in their continual campaigns {

EE]

against the rights of labor. .
Because “the. private press being itself a large

scale business wrth its own axe to grind, has shown

against sthe workers of America. . .”

Because “it is of the utmost importance for la-

its eagerness to‘carry on the reactionary onslaughts

bor to have a paper of its own through which |

its problems and dctivities- can be presented to

}2]

the public, which for too long has only learned

of the arguments against labor. . .

For these reasons labor needs its own daily press.
And for the same reasons labor needs its own
party. .

The two major parties, Democratrc and Repub-
lican, are no less controlled by “powerful indus-
trialists and manufacturers than are the papers
in which they advertise. These parties follow the
same policies as the capitalist press. If labor needs
its own press to answer the lies and afttacks of
the . Big -Business press, it also needs its own po-
litical - program  to oppose the program of Big
Business and its own' candidates to oppose the
political spokesmen of Big Business.

Labor has learned many lessons in ‘the last dec-
ade. Through its own experiences it has learned
that it must have powerful industrial economic
orgamzatlons in order to effectively combat the
.bosses -in industry. The UAW-CIO,. through its
battles with the barons of the billion-dollar auto-
mobile industry, has learned that labor cannot get
along without a daily press of its own. These Jes-
sons. are based on the understanding that the. eco-
nomic interests of the workers and the bosses are
different from, and opposed to, each other.

The political interests of labor and capital are
similarly different and opposite. The creation of
a labor party with an independent program would
mark a new stage in labor’s advances, and would
put the workers in a position to guard and extend
their economic - and orgamzattonal gains of the
last  ten years. -
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Grace Carlson Is Trotskyzst
Candidate For U.S. Senate

(Contmued from page 1) ; €

try and operation under workers’
control; democratic rights for the
armed forces; defense of civil
liberties; opposition to Roose-
velt’s. “wage stabilization” pro-
gram, the sales tax and all other
attempts to place the burden of
ithe war program on the work-
ers,

"This is the same ﬁghtmg‘ pro-
gram on which George Breitman
is' running as SWP candidate for

United States Senator from New l

Jersey.

In July, 1941, Comrade ‘Carl-
son was indicted together with
28 other members of the Socialist
Workers Party and of Local 544-
CIO; of Minneapolis.on charges of

“seditious econspiracy” to over-|

throw the government by force
and violence and of violating the
1940 Smith “Gag” Act,

On December 1, the Jury found
all of the defendants not guilty
of the charge of “sedltlous con-
spiracy” and 18 of the  defend-
ants, including Grace Carlson,

. guilty of the charge of v101at1ng

the Smith Act. A week later, on
December 8, while President
Roosevelt was reading -his war
declaration message to Congress,
she was sentenced to 16 months
in jail. The case is now being ap-
pealed to higher coutts, and in
the meantime she is out on bail.

CAMPAIGN PLANS

Plans for the campaign include
radio addresses by Comrade Carl-
son and other leading Minneso-
ta comrades; election ‘rallies in
St, Paul, Minneapolis and other
centers; mass distribution of spe-
cial ‘election editions of THE
MILITANT and other literature
explaining the party p‘rogram.

Inasmuch as .it is planned to
enter Comrade Carlson as a
sticker candidate, plans are also
being made to have thousands .of
stickers with the name of the
party and the candidate printed
and distributed throughout the
state. Campaign headquarters
will be maintained in St. Paul at
138 East Sixth; Street and. in
Minneapolis at ° 919 Matquette
Avenue,

Grace Carlson’s Statement

~ In announcing her candidacy for the U. S. Senate from Min-
nesota last week, Grace Carlson said she had nothing to change
in the election statement she issued last February as Socialist
" Workers Party candidate for Mayor of St. Paul The statement
follows:
In November 1940 T was the Socialist Workers Party
candidate for U. S. Senator from Minnesota. At that time I

United States into the Second World War against the inter-
est and will of the people.

The first plank of my 1940 platform stated: “The .im-
perialist government of the U. S. cannot fail to drag this
country into war. This will not be a war of defense, or a.
war for democracy or liberation; it can only. be a war for
markets, foreign concessiomrs, sources of raw materials and
spheres of influence. This is Wall Street’s war and not ours.”

. Events since then have proved that this statement was
100% correct. Today I stand more firmly than ever on this
‘position. ’

This war is an 1mper1ahst war. Its character is not de-
termined by who struck the first blow. It is not determined
by the good or bad will of the heads of the belligerent powers.
It is rendered inevitable by the r1valr1es inherent m the de—
caying capitalist system. - = e

I cannot and do not support thrs war and l intend to
exercise my democratic right of presenting, now as before,
the socialist alternative to capitalist slaughter and anarchy.

The employing class and the government are attempt-
ing to impose all the burdens of this war upon . the working
masses. The workers must resist every move and measure
aimed at lowering their standards of living and destroying
the social gains achieved by years of struggle. Let the rich
and profiteering monopolists pay for their own war!

I am unalterably opposed to fascism, either the foreign
or domestic brand. But I do not believe that the workers
should entrust the task of fighting fascism to Wall Street
or its government. Fascism is a product of the decaying capi-
talist system which they represent.

It is necessary to extend the hand of solldanty to the-
workers of Germany, Italy and Japan in order to arouse
them against their oppressors. Only a Workers and Farmers
Government in the United States can do this. Only a Workers:
and Farmers Government can show the way by calling for
a joint struggle of the workers of all countries against capi-
talism.

" ‘Because I have opposed imperialist war and because |
have put forth the socialist solution to the problems of war
and fascism, I and 17 others have been convicted by the fed-
eral government.

I see no-other way out of the bloody chaos of this capttal-
ist system than that of .international socialism. This is the
only road to a world of peace, freedom and. plenty for all.

I stand for international socialism; 1 am firmly pledged
to the prmelples of Marx, Lenin and Trotsky.

' The union of the workers will make the peace of the
world. Workers of the world unite!

!

warned that the Roosevelt administration was dragging the

e
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The Farm Bloc?

By HOWARD ALLEN

’I‘he ﬁght in Congress between the Farm Bloc and
the Roosevelt admmlstratxon over price ceilings ‘on
farm products is an important episode in the develop~
of a national war economy. X

The transformation’ of the peace-time capitalist
economy into a war economy does not proceed smooth-
ly. Its progress is marked by fearful dislocations and
distortions of established productrve,method_s From .
these dislocations arise confhcts among sections. of

the capitalist class itself. The present dlspute in Con- N

gress is a reflection of this process.

The remarkable strength of the Farm Bloc in both

House and Senate in the face of enormous pressure
from the admmrstlratlon forces, raises the question
Who composes the Farm Bloc and whom does it
represent? . ,

The Farm Blocis a coalition  of two
clearly defined groups. First is the “Big Four” farm

~ organizations plus a number of other farm-busmess

groups which together represent the well-to-do ' farm
owners, and the large-scale corporatlon (factory)
farm interests. The second groupmg is that of small
business and commercial interests represented by
hundreds of Chamber of Commerce orgamzattons
scaltered throughout the country,

The “Blg Four" comprise two types of farm organ-
izations.. The National Grange with. about 800,000
members, and the Farm Bureau with about 400 000
are both. non-party individual membershrp orgahiza-
tions designed primarily to influence Congress.

Both™ organizations have a consistent. ant1~labor
history: and a program marked by a hodge-podge of
preJudtces that bare their petty-capitalist soul, Their
program flows from ‘their.domination by’ commercral
labor-employmg farmers in’‘the upper income. _brack-

" ets. They have. few small-farmer or tenant-farmer
members in their’ ranks and ne agncultural workers
at.all.:

Their position'is best summarized by parts of the
progratms of  the National Grange: “Mamtam the
family-size farm as the standard of Ameucan agri-
culture ‘and dlscourage large-scale or - corporation
farmmg, contrnue private ownership and operatlon of
ratlroads, remove unnecessary restrictions from busi-
ness.” They opposed the Wagner Labor Act in" the
past, Just as today they wail about the “htgh wages
labor is gettmg »

They also oppose “1m1tatxon dany products, im-
ported starches; predatory ammals, stolen livestock,
the Argentme ‘Sanitary " Pact, socialized medicine,
block—bookmg of. motion-pictures, lotteries and gam-
bhng‘, un-Amertcan activities, over—centrallzatron of

. government and trading in futures.”

The other two of the “Big Four” are the Natxonal
Counctl of Farmer Cooperatlves and the Natlonal
CooperatWe Milk Producers. Assoclatlon which are
‘busmess organizations, They represent s substantial
portmp of 10,700 farmers’ marketing ‘and purchas-
ing associations through which 1,364,402 farms re-
ported domg business in 1940,

Both of these natxonal orgamzatmns and:
ponent associations are completely- doming
self—same rge scale corporatlon or factory farmmg
interests to which the Farm Bureau and the Gzange
are programmatxcally opposed i

+ Ind addltlon to the two major. fn.llll busmess org'an-
izations there is a host of independent hvestock,
wool, cotton, peach ete., pulchasmv and marketmg
groups, all domjnated by vast accumuldtions of agri-
cultural capttal . . :

The thferent Kind of Farmers iy

In thelr ranks are farm-busmesses whlch averaged
over $200,000 of farm products sold, traded or used
~on their farms in 1940, In their ranks is that nine-
tenths of 1 per cent of all farmers who had an in-
come -equal to that of 55% of all farmers, In their
ranks are the 1. 6% of all the farmers who had’ the
same farm acreage as 64% of all farmers. :

N

The poor farmers, and the tenant farmers includ- -

ing the croppers, comprise the bulk of the farming
population. These farmers are not represeénted by the
Farm Block. 82.5% of -all farms-are officially-classi-
fied as subsistence farms. Almost 2 million: farmers
had an income of only $360 in 1940. 3.3 millions of
farmers with an income from $1 to $749 had the
same total income as 58,000 farmers with an income
of $10,000 and over in 1940.

It is clear then, that to increase farm mcome by
10% through increasing parity would glve the one-
third of all farmers about $36 per year more. The
corporation farmers would net $20,000. )

Because of their desperate condltlons,' the: small
farmers and the tenants are undoubtedly inclined to

support the Farm Bloc proposals even tho these pro-.
posals offer no solution whatsoever. to their basic

problems. Even $36 per year means a Iot to them.

At the same time, the small farmers being heavily
in debt to banks, landlords, -equipment . companies,
ete., are not opposed to inflation since they feel that
would make' it possible to repay their indebtedness
with cheaper money. The freezing of farm prices
under present conditions would, on the other kand be
disastrous to the poor farmer.

The Farm Bloc Congressmen are well aware of

the perversion of democratic proeedute that gives
the rural population a drsproportlonate number of
representatives at the expense of the urban workers.

With the November elections close at hand, this.

“rotten borough” system takes on an added signi-
ficance. It permits a coalition of the dominant farm
organizations and the Chambers of Commerce lto Wwin
majorities in Congress.

The Chambers of 'Commerce are supportmg the
Farm Bloc for.several different reasons. In the first
place, many of their members are corporation farm-
ers and business men dependent upon agriculture.
¢ The small businessmen look with horror at the ever
increasing domination of the entire economy by the
few financial and industrial titans. ‘They see the en-
tire administration filled to overflowmg with dollar-
a- year men from the big corporations controlled by
the “Sixty Families.” They aie squeezed to the wall
by the sheer weight of the big corporations; they are
deprived of defense contracts by the dollar-a-year
men; limitations 'on production of constmers’ goods
by rule and regulation of the Big Busmess dollar—a-
year men threaten their existence, ‘

. As a result they hope to make an alliance thh the
Farm Bloc elements in the hope that they ean turn

the burden of the war-costs on the workers. s A
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