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25th Anniversary
Of The Russian
‘Revolution |

By George Collins

On. November 17, 1917 the power of the hateful Czarist auto-
cracy — the tyranny of noblémesn, iandlords, capitalists. and ex-
ploiters — over the territory and peoples of Russia was overthrown.
Under the Bolshevik Party led by Lenin and Trotsky, the millions

* of woirkers and. soldiers became the rulers of Russia, transformed

into the Soviet Union.

From the very first-day the party and the men who  led the

revolution taught the workers and peasants of Russia that their up-

rising was only the first step in the world struggle for socialism.
While ‘bending all their energies to help the world revolution, the
Bolshevik leaders warned the Russian people that the workers’ state
would face a grave and ever-present peri_l if it remained surround-
ed by a hostile capitalist world.

But the revolution spreadihg through Europe was defeated by
the capitalists aided by the treacherous social-democrats. These
defeats left deep, open wounds in the Russian Revolution, Reaction
forced its way to power in the person of the Stalinist bureaucracy.
Promising a paradise of prosperity in a socialist society that would
not extend beyend the boundaries of the Soviet Union, the bureauc-
facy erected its own dictatorship by strangling Soviets, unions and
factory committees and by physicia.lly exterminating the entire gen-
eration of Bolsheviks who had made the revolution and who might
in some future time lead the opposition to the recat_ionary Stalinist
dictatorship,

Revolution Endures -Despite Isolation

The revolution was not destroyed because the bureaucracy by
its own power could not undermine its solid foundation: the nation-
alized economy. Weakened by its continued isolation, its great
vpower bled by the bureaucratic parasites, the revolution still en-

dured. That it not only remained but performed wonders of indus-

.trial planning and building is alone a historic tribute to the great

vitality of a working class revolution.

Above all the betrayal of Stalin consisted in his distrust of
the workers of other'lands and his lack of confidence in their his-
toric mission. He promised socialism to the Russian people with-
out the need of assisting the working class and without the assistance
of revolutions in other lands; he assured them that only in this
way could the Soviet Union be preserved from entanglement in
war. This was his justification for policies which led the working
class from calamity to disaster with the vesult that fascism or re-
action was in the saddle in the major countries of the European
continent.

Stalin scorned the truths of Marxism; his was the “practical
politics” of a “realist.” He swung from an anti-Versailles alliance
to the League of Nations, from the Popular Front to the Nagzi-Soviet
pact. He succeeded in closing the mouths of the Marxists in the
Soviet Union by concentration camps and firing squads; his agents
assassinated the. outstanding Marxist of our times, Leon, . Trotsky.
But Stalin could not isolate the Soviet Union from the iron logic
of the international class struggle; he could not provide an escape
for the Soviet Union from world developments hurrying rapidly into
war.-On the day Hitler invaded the Soviet Union the last justifica-
tion for Stalin’s anti-Bolshevik policies was blown up.

The Russian Revolution triumphed in the midst of war, More
correctly said: it triumphed in opposmon to the -imperialist war.

- But the Soviets did not find immediate peace; on the contrary, they

had to fight for their lives against the self-same power& that today
profess friendship for the Soviet Union.

The Bolshevik Program of Internattonaliém

But with an internationalist program, in alliance with the
revolutionary workers of Europe, they showed the tired and bleed-
ing armies a way out of the bloody impasse and hastened the
peace. So powerful was this program, that one of the chief aims of
the Versailles treaty was to destroy the menace of Bolshevism which
thredtened world capitalism with the same fate it had met in Rus-
sia. So powerful was this program that the Bolsheviks could defeat
the German army of occupation by demoralizing the conquering
troops and then could defeat the attempts of the other imperial-
ists by causing mutinies in the imperialist armies and fleets. Only
that same program can save the Soviet Union today on its twenty-
fifth anniversary, when it is again engaged in a fight for its life
against imperialist intervention.

Petty-bourgeois cowards have abandoned the Soviet Union in
jts most desperate moment. For them the Russian Revolution is
over, for them Stalin and the Soviet Union are identical. Only the
Trotskyists 'stand at their posts as the revolutionary defenders of
the Soviet Union, despite all its weaknesses and degeneration under
the Stalin regime. In this defense the Trotskyists are united with
the Soviet, workers and. peasants. Only .a demented fool would at-
tribute the unparalleled sacrifice of the Red Army and the Russian
workers to a desire to defend Stalin and Stalinism. No! This heroia
resistance, of which’ Stalingrad is only the most recent example,
is a .defense of what exists despite Stalinism and a hope for the
future agamst Stalinism.

The nationalizéd property taken from capitalists, bankers and,
landlords twenty-five years ago still remains. For this the Russian
workers are shedding their life-blood. The Russian workers prevent-
ed Stalin from robbing them of the greatest conquest of their
revolution up to the present war. Now ‘they fight again to prevent
Hitler and world capitalism from destroying the foundation they
have laid for a socialist society. Despite Stalinism, the Revolution
still lives. As his best troops are crushed in the nutcracker of Soviet,
resistance, Hitler above all has no doubt of the continued virility
of the Russian revolution.

t when he appealed -on--the same.

The Russian Revolution overthrew the C‘zarist' system and Rus-’

sian -capitalism; flashed a beacon light on the road of the toiling
millions of the world struggling against oppression, exploitation
and war; demonstrated for all time that socialist planning is infin-
itely, superior to capitalist anarchy of production. The Russian Revo-
lution needs no justification before history. If it perishes in this
war af; the hands of its imperialist foes or its imperialist “friends,”
it will more than have done its work. In the minds and hearts of
the workers of the entire world it has already burned the lessomn
of what can and must be done.

But the Revolution is far from dead today. It survived twenty-
five years in an incessant struggle against civil war, intervention,
famine, Stalinism. It has withstood the first ravages of the Second
World War. But just as the Revolution fought its way ‘to victory
twenty-five years ago against the imperialist world and their so-
cial-democratic lackeys — so today it must once again raise the
banner of 1917 in alliance with the workers of the world against
the warrmg‘ lmﬂerlahsts and against the Stalmlst traitors.
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Stalinists Attack

SWP Candidate
In Minnesota

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.,
Nov. l—Angered by the in-
terest which has been aroused
by the principled working-
class program which Grace
Carlson, the Socialist Workers
Party candidate for U. S. Sen-
ator in Minnesota, has present-
ed in her campaign, the Stalin-
ist candidate for governor
yesterday ‘launched into a vici-
ous attack on the Trotskyists
as “fifth columnists” in a radio
address over WLOL.,

“The - Trotskyist candidate
for U. S. Senator has said that
this is an imperialist war,” said
Stalinist Martin Mackie. “Could
Goebbels ask for anything
more?” Using the fact that the
Socialist Workers - Party has
presented a basic analysis of the
war as it affects the workers and
farmers in Minnesota, the Com-.
munist  Party at-
tempted to show from this that

spokesman

the Trotskyists were “fifth
columnists.” Ex - Ambassador
Davies’ recent book, “Mission to

Moscow,” was quoted as proof
of the fact that Leon Trotsky
and his followers in Russia were
“fascist agents.”

WHEN MACKIE WAS SILENT

Only five days before this
lying attack on the Socialist
Workers Party, Mackie had an
opportunity to make these
charges to the candidate herself

platform with  her. “Mackie “did

not dare make these slanderous
charges because the membershlp
of the Minneapolis branch of the
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Coléred People had
shown by their applause and
their enthusiasm that they ap-
proved of the Trotskyist program
which Carlson presented at the

Grace Carlson was one of some
30 candidates for political office
in Minnesota who were . invited
by the NAACP to explain their
program for the Negro people
and how they would put it into
practice if elected. But Comrade
Carlson was the only one who
had a program for the solution of
the problems of the colbred
masses—the abolition of dis-
crimination through a Workers’
and Farmers’ Government and a.
society organized and controlled
by those who labor.

The well- attended meeting
heard the Trotskyist candidate
say, “The only way to abolish
Jim Crowism is
union of both the colored and
white workers whom the capital-
ist rulers of the country seek to
divide in the fight for a socialist
United States.” The only spon-
taneous applause®which was ac-
corded any of the speakers came
during Comrade Carlson’s speech

through the |
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This photograph from the Soviet . battlefront shnws Red Armv soldlers rushmg in to recapture

a position won by the German troops

Stahmsts
Against |

Stalinists’ Own Stories. from lnd’ "

In

P_rmted in

lian Masses

Dmly Worker,

Show They Openly Acted As Stri rebreakers in Polmcal Strlkes

By Felxx Morrow

A series of articles flom India appeared i the - Dazly Woz ker orﬂdn of the Lommumst
These, together "with several® artlcles appearing: during the same

time by yames S. Allen, shouid be read by every worker who' stil retains any illusions about
Stalinism,, They reveal, quite openly and 1ndeed crudely, the servile aid which the Stalinists
have been giving to the British- 1mper1ahsts aga mst Indm& presenl struggle for mdependence

Party, from .Oct. 27 to Nov. |

When the British imprisoned 3
the "All-India Congress leader-
ship, a great wave of political
strikes began, protesting the ar-
rests. The Stalinists openly op-
posed the strikes and moved
heaven and earth to get the
workers back into the mills. To
their eternal infamy, the Stalin-
ists were the only political group
in India whom the British author-
ities permitted to hold public
meetings — to speak against the
strikes, of course. Here is' how
P. S. Joshi, head of the CP of
India, tries to embelllsh this ugly
fact:

THEY GET PERMISSION
“Meetings were banned, so we
rush to the Police Commissioner
(of Bombay) for permission. He
asks us to drop our political slo-
gans and only ask the workers
to keep the peace. We stand firm,
we refuse to suit the police, we

We get the permission after all”
(Daily Worker, Nov..1.) -
They got the permission “after

“A HELL OF A JOB”

all” becausev they were domg the
dirty work of the British impe-
rialists. . As they write:

“The next day (after a strike
begins) or as soon as the mill
gates open the Communists send
the workers back to work ‘ for
the country’s defense and their
own livelihood.” . (Daily Worker,
Oct. 27.)

Note that touch about “their
own livelihood” — the classi¢ ar-
gument of every strikebreaker!

But in spite of all the Stalin-
ists could do, the workers- kept
closing mills, As Joshi sadly ad-
mits: “It would be suicidal to
show our strength(!) and sweep
their pickets aside and demand
that the mill gates be opened.”

[

“Thereupon: the Stalinists chang
ed their tactics slightly. Here is

how Joshi describes it:
seek to serve our class our way. |

“On August® 11th most 'of the
mills remained closed, we chang-

ganda from go to work to keep

the peace . (We gave) the or-

‘ders of the Communist Party:

‘Down with police terror! Go to

"mills if they open! Maintain peace

if 'mills. remain closed.””

This tactic, according to Joshi,
enabled the Stalinists to get by
with the workers. Only *“some
non-worker disrupters” threw
stones at Stalinist meetings. Fi-
nally, on August 16 — after a
week of strikes — the Bombay

‘mills were opened. Joshi reports

this, then writes — in black and
white! — as follows:

“We heaved a sigh of relief.

‘Hell of a job to put workers: to

work despite the provocation of
the police and the stinging cries
from misguided fellow patriots.”
(Daily Worker, Nov, 1.)

Such is the success that the
Stalinists claim — in Bombay.
For elsewhere they make no
claims, and especially not for the
real center of war industry, Bi-

(Continued dn page 3)

| submitted by the War Manpower Commission’s la-
bor-management committee early this week.

nght To change Jobs Would
Be Limited Under New Plan

WMC Committee Asks for Exeéutive Order :
Requiring USES Approval for Job Changes

By Anthony Massini

NOV. 4. — The administration was reported to
be moving closer to the regimentation of labor as
President Roosevelt today studied recommendations

ed the emphasis. of our: propa- har province. Nor do they claim

While, according to the press, the administration
does not contemplate total labor freezing at this time,

it appeared clear that steps will
soon be taken to limit the right
of worker® to freely select the
place of their employment. These
same steps could be used in the
future by the government to put
over a program of complete labor
freezing.

WMC Chairman Paul V. (“Hoo-
sier Hitler”) MecNutt, who _had

previously called for the pass-@AFFECT THE WORKERS

age of a “national service” bill
giving the WMC complete control

of hiring and transferring labor, |

. announced that he was fully sat-

isfied with the recommendations
of his labor-management com-
mittee. -

Although the details of these
recommendations have not been
officially divulged as this issue
goes to press, Washington news-
papermen reportythat they in-

- 'clude, along with the proposal

that the draft boards be placed
under the WMC, the following
provision:

. That President Roosevelt issue
an executive order establishing
the United States Employment,

Cannon to Speak
AtN.Y. Meeting on
Russian Revolut’n

NEW YORK — An active de-

fender of the Russian Revolution
for a quarter of a century, James
P. Cannon, National Secretary of
the Socialist Workers Party and
founder of the American Tgotsky-
ist mbvement, will be the main
:peaker at the New York meet-
ing celebrating the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the Russian Revo-
lution. .
" All "advance reports indicate
that this meeting will be one of
the most important and inspiring
public gatherings in the history
of the New York Trotskyist
movement, .

The meeting will be held Sun-
day, Nov. 8, at 8 P. M., in the
Irving Plaza Gwand Ballroom,
Iwmg Place and 15th Street.

- Other speakers at the meeting
will includé Eloise Black and Jo-
seph Hansen, -

Admiral Land Aids Shipowners In War Profiteering

Last week, while a series of
naval reverses in the Pacific
gave graphic demonstration of
thc incompetency of the Amer-
ican officer caste, revelations in
Washington aired the syste-
matic looting of the - public]
treasury by a partnership of
the military - and Big Business.

In a letter to Senator David
Walsh, chairman of the Senate
Naval Affairs Committee, Sen-
ator George D. Aiken (Rep., Vt.)
expos2d a series of transactions
between the Maritime Commis-
sion and shipowners which re-
sulted in maritime Big Business
lining its pockets to the tune of
millions of dollars. Aiken charged
the Admirals who run the Mari-
time Commission with “extra-
vagance and incompetence.” On
the evidence these are mild
charges, but Aiken’s terminology
was tempered by the fact that he
was not so much interested in at-
tacking the shipowners involved
“getting” the Roosevelt—
appointed brass hats who run the
Commission.

Aiken’s  fire was directed
primarily at'Rear Admiral Emory
(Shoot - Organizers - at -Sunrise)
Land, whose elevation to the
rank of Vice Admiral is now up
for copfirmation before the Sen-
ate. Land, well-known on the
waterfront-as a labor-baiter, has
a huge fund at his disposal with
which he is supposed to be build-
ing the merchant marine needed
to win the war and secure the
world’s markets for American
imperialism. - He has used the
fund to line the pockets of the
shxpowners

TWO CASES CITED

Aiken cites two cases of the
latest diversion of public funds
to private pockets—one, a deal be
tween the Maritime Commission
and the Tampa Shipbuilding and
Engineering Company, and the
other with the Alcoa (aluminum
trust) Line. Admiral ' Land
greatly enlarged the Tampa
yvards (with public funds), and
then allowed ' the . company to

|Maritime Commission Accused of Helping Bosses Cheat Gov't

juggle its books in order to boost | 1 tion of foreign yards. There has

its valuation by over a million |

‘dollars when the Navy took over |

the Tampa facilities. This meant
that the company mot only had
new yards given it at no cost,
but then realized an- additional
million dollars from the N avy by
the simple procedure of book-
keeplng .

“Thls very qu'estionable reva- | .

luation was apparently indulged
in to justify further financial as-
sistance. . .” wrote Aiken. He
added that it would be “virtually
necessary to discredit the Comp-

| troller ‘General’s: Office” to ‘clear

the Maritime' Commission of the
charge  of “incompetence -and
collusion with private interests.”

The use of ~differential sub-
sidies is another method used by
the Commission to 'siphon funds
out of the government into the
pockets of Big Business. The
Aluminum Company of America
has' been receiving a subsidy of
50% on the construction of its
ships in order to offset competi-

been mo real competition from
foreign yards for the past three
years, but Alcoa has contmued
to receive the subsidy,

Alcoa is richer by $15 000,000
from subsxdles alone, accordmg
to Aiken.

CHARGES AGAINST

THE COMMISSION

.The defailed accusations “are
that the Commission:

(1) Paid éxorbitant prices for
old and obsolete ships;

" (2) Paid unwarrarited
sidies for
foreign costs long after foreign
competition had ceased :to éxist;

(3) Paid -operating:
after foreign competition had
ceased, "and even 1nc1eased the
1ate of subsxdv,

(4) Spent millions of dOlldlS
in subsidizing ships for pllvate
corporations;

(5) Failed. to. collect the statu-

" sub-

,tmv 31% %. interest charge from

shipping corporations on miscel-
laneous accounts;

construction based on |

subsidies .
| Vessels on

(6) Failed to 7ecover excess
profits from shipbuilding cor-
porations;

(7) Failed to collect 25% down
payment on all ships sold, al-
though required to do so by law;

(8) Been a party to transac-
tions whereby it sold ships to
private corporations which have
“thereupon, in accordance with
understandings had with the

'} commission before it transferred

title, resold the same ships to the
Navy at higher prices which were

not justified by increases in
value;” )

" (9) Permitted _ extravagance,
incompetent management and

looting to prevail at shipyards
holdmg contracts with the Com-
mission for the construction of
a cost-plus-fixed-fee
basis.

On the basis of these charges
Land is not being court-martial-
ed, but only blocked from a
promotion. If Aiken’s charges
stick; the head of the Maritime
Commission will have to continue
his work for the shipowners as a
mere Rear Admiral.

ant1 labor appointee McNutt,

Service, now under the jurisdic-
tion of McNutt, as the sole agen-
cy for all employment. The only
exceptions to this arrangement
would be for union hiring halls
considered “satisfactory” by the
WMC.

HOW THIS WOULD

Under this provision no work-
er would be able to change his
job without the approval of the.
USES. No employer with a war
contract would be able to hire
workers without the approval of
the USES; . federal inspectors
would be statloned in the plants
to make sure of this. .

No reports about proposed/p/en—
alties for violation of this provi-
sion, have yet been published. A
worker would-still presumahl
able to quit his job. But obvious
ly, since the only way he coul(l
get a new one would be through
the USES, his real right to leave
the job would be considerably
restricted. For the USES would
have the power to reject his ex-
cuse for leaving the job and to in-
form him that the only job he
could get would be the one ! he
left.

Actually, therefore, there is‘,
not much real difference between
this proposal and the “national
service” bill McNutt originally
had asked for. This plan may .
not be labor freezing, but it is.
the next thing to it. No wondetr
McNut praised it so highly!

Needless to say, this plan will
meet the enthusiastic approval of
the capitalist class as a whole.
There may be some griping from
individual employers — especial-
ly those not doing the most es-
sential war work or those faced
with labor shortages” — but-on
the whole the bosses will approve
this plan because it will give
them ‘new opportunities to attack
labor’s living standards, increase
the speed-up, refuse higher class-
ifications, ete. For the workers;
whose defensive struggles are al-
ready badly hampered by the la-:
bor leaders’ no-strike pledge, will
find it much harder to resist boss
attacks and provocations when
they are unable to secure new
jobs without the approval of the’“
USES.

As for the top leadership of the
AFL and CIO, their frequently
issued denunciations of labor reg-
imentation “at this time” have
boiled down to nothing more than |
statements for the record., Pre-
viously they insisted that the so»
lution of the war manpower
problem should be “voluntary .
But ‘now they have participated
in drawing up this WMC plan,
which leaves nothing to the choice
of the workers- involved, The'
only thing “voluntary” about the
plan is the labor bureaucrat
treacherous support of it.

An interesting aspect of tne .
present situation is that McNutt
already has the powers to put
into effect the provision putting .
the USES in charge of all em-
ployment. These powers were
conferred on him by Roosevelt
last April when the WMC was
established by executive decree

McNutt’s referral of the ma
ter back  to: Roosevelt indicates
that the administration realizes
how packed with dynamite the
plan is and sees the necessity for
publicly launching it through the
“liberal” Roosevelt and the AFL-
CIO. leaderships = rather than
through Roosevelt’s notoriously




THE MILITANT

"~ NOVEMBER 7

, 1942

. Fnends

. For the second time within the bnef

span of twenty-five years, imperialist war

S reaching into every home. Sons, hus-
nds, brothers,

out of every famtly clrcle in order

sweethearts are bemg

b ild up the largest mxhtary machine
the world has ever seen. Women and chil-
idren are forced to take the place of men

C ories and on the farms. Sugar,
nd res ale already rationed.

'Meatless days are here, There is an ever
lmcreasmg shortage of the basic necessi-.
ties of life. Prlces are skyrocketmg

Wages have been frozen One tax after
another has been heaped upon us “until
‘they have become a staggering burden.
~ At the same time Big Business, which is
king in profxts from the war mdustries
€ ceedlng those of even the 1929 boom
year, has launched an unprecedented as-
ainst the labor movement and
: ! ch basic rights of ‘the people
s freedom of speech, freedom of the
3 and freedom of assembly.

iny\ the Beginning

~ Yet the second world war has scarcely
n,

Not until the casualties are listed, and
maimed the “mutilated, the shisll-
ked and the blind come back honie to
H ﬁmsh then lves in vvxleel chans and hos-
8 - ‘not until millions upon “millions
of young men discharged from the armed
forces start hunting for Jobs —_— wxll ‘we
"feel ‘the’ full nnpact 'of " this war.

i Not until Big Business has bankrupted
tle nation, ruined the economy, pluriged
the people into mourning and despaxr and
- commenced organizing and ﬁnancmg ganvs

B people in the’

Hitler in’ power — not until then will we
realize the full horror of the imperialist

~war that has- been’ thrust upon us.

What is involved is nothing less than
the fate of mankind. If the capitalist elass
continues to rule, civilization will ‘go down.
The entire world will enter the eclipse of
a new dark age. :

There Is A Way Oui

But 1nte111gent ‘workers w1th the real in-

tere ts of out countly at heart are begm‘ '

ning to ask, isn’'t “fhere a way out? Ism't
there seme way to ‘escape the abyss? Yes,
theze is~ a Way But it:is not the way of

capitalism and 1ts Wars, 1ts lies and false .

promises. :

Remember the various promises and as-
surances which Big Business and -its rep-
1esentat1ves in. Washington made to the
first World war. We will then

be better’ able to judge the promises they

tney promised
But what Were the realities"

Instead of a world made e for democ
racy, we got a world converted 1nto a foul
prison and made safe only for fasclsm.
Depressmns swept through natlon after
nation.’ Unemployment became a world-
wide plague Instead of a war to end wars
it ‘turned out to be a “war to breed ‘wars.
Mussohm came to power in Italy, Hltler

T

« Latin America.

nd To.

James P. Cannon’s Radio Spcech

Over Station WPAT on

Great Britain continued to oppress one-
fourth of the 'world’s population, Wall
Street maintained its grip on the Philip-
pine, Puerto Rico, and moved deeper into
Wall Street sent troops
against the Russian revolution of October
1914, qua) relled with the ‘other impei jalist
DOWGIS ovex Chma and drove ‘the bonus
army out "ot Washmvton at the ‘point of
the bayonet, All this has now been eli- -

- maxed with a second world war. - y

A1l the promlses ‘of -Big Buslness and
its 1epresentat1ves about the ﬁrst World
War turned out to be treachérous’ lles
That is the cold fact. .

The promises of the present admxmstia-
txon give us no 1eason ‘whatsoever for ‘ex-
pecting that they will \turn out one iota

‘better than those of Wilson.

W hat Causes Imperialist War?
Ll_ke the ﬂxst Wmld War,

the second

,ar 1s a pxoduct of capitalism 1t

conflicts now xagmg are fox oil ﬂelds rub-
ber plantatio mines food pxoducmg
areas, and rategic mﬂitary bages. The
1mpellalist ar 'ie follow the trade routes
: 1trench themselves whele the uc"i
sources of 1AW mateiials exist.
Imperlahst war is a strug‘gle for these
concrete materlal thmgs ina perwd when

‘the world has already been divided up.

It is not a struggle for fine 1deals such
as democracy and freedom of oppressed,
peoples,‘ but a  brutal ruthless bloody :
S gle to redxv1de the world in the in-
g of dlfferent warrmg gangs of cap-

Saturday, October 31

For more than a hundled years Gteat
Britain extended her seizures of backward
and undeveloped world areas and policed
the séven seas to maintain her ill-gotten
empire. Gelman Italian and Japanese
capitahsm grew sttong enough to chall’
enge ‘ther Wmld posmon and to attempt “to

carveup th1s old empne

‘But Big Busmess m the United %tates
decided to establish its own empire over
the world. Big Business deécided to make
1tsell heir to the dying British lion and
to meét the. challenge of the Axis for con-
trol of the world. Where the British po-
liced the seven seas, Wall Street has a

program of policing the five continents in ,

addition. Wall Street’s dream is to estab-
lish a super-British empire.

Post-War Atms of the
lmpenalzsts

The 1mpertahsts of both sides promise
a lastmg peace if they win the war. But
there can be no lastmg e. unless this

that is, ends t-, system ol:‘ capitahst
pnvate property and the economlc “rival-
ries between the ea; tal" t nations. Since

ne:ther sxde senously proposes or can pro--

pose to end" se’ rivalr es, neither side
will be able to assure genume peace to

’ the world

The post-war programs of the Axis and
the “‘United ‘Nations look like identical
twins Neither 1ntends if victorious, to
dlsband its armies aftel the ar mlstice on
the contlaly, they "aim to mamtain the
mightlest military machines in iusto1y

longer. Both propose

hundled years or
an armed “peace” xﬂslm" solely on the

bayonetls of a conqueror. Such a “peace”
would undoubtedly -prove the most short-
lived in history. Such a peace would in-
evitably breed a third and more terrible
_ war just as the peace following the’ first
world war bred the second world war.
Imperxallst War would breal( ou aga
soon as the defeated capxtahst ‘nations ‘felt
strong enough to try to’ fedivide the world
— or as soon as the rivalries among the
) ‘»v1ctormus natnons dl‘OVe them to quarrel
among themselves ‘over the spoils. Such
are the perspectlves ot' capltallsm ot

The futme of manmnd would be dfuk‘

indeed if thexe were no ‘hope ‘of endmg the
capitalist system Capitalism is no longer
capable of advancmg society. It is useless
and -outlived. It is plolongmg 1ts death
agony solely at the expense of “the’ vast
maJority of the population It can offer
nothmg now but deca "stagnation, unem-
ployment, hunger, and the terrible ca’tas
trophe ‘of impenahst wat .

A new social system is iequned A new
government must be place‘ in powex N

Kall Maix almost a hundred years ago
foresaw the’ developmont of capitahsm and
the ‘blind alley it would reach. “His predlc-
tions have been borne out with almost ma-
chine-like precision Karl Mar\ and lns

* followers mnot only saw’ whet was g g
happen they "worked out 3’ program to
save humanity and to open up a road to
the future. That road is socialism.

Socialism — Alternative
To War . ‘

Socialism would end imperialist war
forever because it would remove forever
its basic cause, the ownershlp of the
means of production by a small mmorlty

¢

ces, the mines, the factories, the transpor-
tatlon and bankmg system' in the hinds
of the ‘people wheie they "belong. Soclal-
ism would introduce a planned economy.
Instead of the present chaos where each

‘busmess " each mdustry, each nation is
run accordmg to bhnd chance or the -
‘greedy mterests of a small clique — a

master plan Would coordinate the entire
economlc system of the world. Instead of
recurrmg' and ever more violent struggles
between the capitalist classes of the
leading nations for profits and the sources
of profits — there would be genume co=
operatlon ‘between all the natxons, a pool-

‘mg and ‘exchange of resources and teéch-

niique, that would result in a higher living
standard for all the peoples of the world.
Under such a system we could rapidly
forge ahead into a new era where peace,
plosperlty and good will would 1e1gn

Most Important Issue Today

The sociallst piogi am against imper 1ahst
war is the most nnpmtant issue in the
present electlon The people of New Jer sey
have the oppm tunity to cast their vote on
Novembex 3 for a candidate who advocates
and ﬁghts for the flltll'le soclalist society.
That - candldate is Geoxge Breitman ‘So-
cialist Workers Party ‘nominee for the
United States Senate.

A vote for George Breitman is a vote

* for the abolition of the present capitalist

system and its by-products — imperialist
war, fascism and demesston — and for
the estabhshment of a Workers’ and Farm-
ers’ Government functiomng in the intei-

ests of the gleat majority of' the people,
and leading the way to the socialist so-
oiety of ' peace and security and freedom-

American fascists to put an Amemcan

'many s Franco

1tahsts

in’ Spam

Both plopose to "polxce the world” for ‘a

Socialism would place the natural resour-

for all.

M e e t in g
celebratmg

The 25th

of the

Russian
Reroluhon

i) peakers :

N;tional Secretary

Socialist Workers Pary

P el i,
LAY Ll s

 Sunday, Nov. 8

at 8 P. M.

in Grand Ballroom

Irving Plaza
Irving PL. & 15 St.

)
v

Auspices:

Sociglist W orkers
Party
N ew York Local

116 University Place

¢w ob! tIntensified Since War Began

| Anniversary

{ James P. Cannon

|| the axe by the dozens. A
| tion clrcuiatmg in the'yard ro-

Boss Attacks On Local 9 Have

LOS ANGELES—Since Pearl
Harbor the -militants in Local
9 of the CIO Shlpynrd Workers
Union have had to resist not
only the pressure:of the gov-

|| ernment and the hostility of

their own union officials, but
also a series of anti-union
attacks and provocations by the

| Bethlehem Steel ‘Company and

the. Los Angeles thppmg and
Drydock Corporation,

Bethlehem ‘Steel, notorious for
its Vviolent hatred of unions, has
used the war' to redouble its at-
tack on Local 9. Although the

local had won an NLRB election

by'a 98 vote, Bethlehem refused
to offer a single concession—no
hiring hall; ro “seniority; no
tion wrth pay, except after
three years although vacations
after one year had been estab-
lished Up ‘and ‘down ‘the West
Coast; no union bulletin boards
in the yard and 1o permission

1lto union’ ofﬁcxals to come into

‘he yard. on business. Bethlehem

but thhout anygn umon “condi-
tlbl’ls ’ .

To cap it off, the company
abohshed the 8—hour day and
established the 10-hour day with-
out even consulting the unjon.

The two 10-hour shift arrange-
ments were : mmediately followed

Were laid off w1thout’

|| 2ny’ consideration for seniority.

Shop'stéwards and mlhtants got.

testlng ‘the layoffs and dema

COMPANY INTIMIDATION

The L.A, yard has in recent
weeks outdone the * Béthlehem
yard in its ‘attack on the u ion
and uhiion conditions” and in “its
contempt for the men in yards.
‘Stewards are being fired’ and in-
tirmidated—the stock-ln-trade of
all union-busting compames
Leadmen, who had previously
worked for » regular wage and
were under the jurisdiction of the
umon, were made into sub-fore-

- men at monthly salarles, takmg

' WHERE YOU CAN GET
THE MILITANT

. Boston—Ademans Newsstand'

284" Tremont St. ”

Detroit—The Saturday Book-
Shop, Room ‘5, 8513 Wood-
ward Ave., open Saturday
evenings from 6 to 9 o’clock.

Harlem-——Newsstands at north-
west corner of Lenox Ave
and 125th” St. and at the
northeast corner of 'Lenox
Ave. and 185th St. :

Newark (Downtown) —-——News-
stand 11 Sprmgﬁeld Ave,
near ‘Court’ House.

New ‘Haven "-— Nodelman’s
News Depot, 106 Church St.,
neay’ Chapel

Gov't Agents, Union
Leaders Help Destroy
Union Hiring Hall

them out of the Jurisdlction of

the union, The move left the lead-
men ‘without protection from the
company and the workers with-
out any protection from the lead-
men., The purpose of the move
was to turn the leadmen into
company agents whose jobs now
depend on driving the men and
keeping them in line. "

Next the company introduced
the “staggered” Ter “rotating
work week;” which in® a nutshell
means straight txme for Saturday
and Sunday work. The particular
type of staggered shift which
the company instituted is com-
posed of seven days work and
one 'day -off, paying ‘time-and-
half for the. sixth -consecutive
day and straight time for the
seventh. The seventh consecutive,
in this scheme, is considered the
first "day of the worker’s next
week

HIRING HALL WITHDRAWN

Now the administration and
the union officials “have openly
joined the company in the ‘elimi-

| nation of one of ‘the union’s im-

portant defensive " instruments—
the hiring hall. The ‘hiring hall
“interferes” with the govern-
ment's absolute control ovér man-
bower. and “the government’s
attack on ‘it has been scheduled

| ag® the first on hiring halls all

along the Coast.

“In’ order to secure the gwmg'

up of the hiring hall, thé War

v Productivn Board sent a “certain

Pollard ‘as “arbitrator” for a new
contract eliminating the hiring
hall. Pollard came with the con-
sent of the union. He participated
in all phases of the secret nego-
tiations over the elimination ot
the hiring hall, and undoubtedly
was the one who drew up the con-
tract. Tn addition, he took per-
sonal charge of the campaign to
put the new contract over on the
membershlp In line with a num-
ber of other recent government
board decxsxons, Local 9 was
granted a closed shop in return
for giving up the hiring hall
Local 9 was the only one in the
industry to have the weapon of
the hiring hall, which was won
through militant strlkes and
battles several years ago. .
Although Local 9 has a rich
tradition of militant struggle, it
numbered only 800 members be-
fore the war boom. Many of these

““old-timers” are gone from "the

local, and the present member-
Slllp of 15 000 is’ composed
largely of Workers new to the
industry” and to umomsm Thou-
sands of young men streamed
into the yards from the farm
areas and thé small towns of
the  midwest. Many salesmen,
clerical workers “and students
were attracted by the relatively
hxgh wages paid in the .yards.
And hundreds of Negro and:
Mexican workers have but recent-

: ly found thelr first’ opportumtyl

b

to break through the iron barrier
of ‘race .discrimination that had
bar1ed them from md‘ustry

EFF‘ECTS ON UNION

The continuous pounding. of the
administration and ' thé man-
agement, the. treacherots policy
of retreat and surrender, are

| having their e¢ffect on the morale

of the rank and file. Already it is
reported that 50% of the men at
Bethlehem are not members of
the union in good standing, and
that approximately 2000 in the
L.A. _yards are technically
suspended for non-payment of
dues A dmnmshmg number of
men attend union meetings, At
Bethlehem several shop stewards
have resigned their posts.

‘'The job of the mihtants——to
rebuild and strengthen the local
—requires a rejection of the
policies of the union officials and
the Stalinists, who consider that
the union is’in a sound state so
lqng as the workers are produc-
ing .‘the maximum = possible
amount of Shlps for the navy, or
$0 long as. §ufficient. income rolls
into the union treasury.’

The plesent state of the local
makes “necessary the following
program? Practice of thé shop
stewards system must be revi-
vedl Broadenmg of the demo-
cratlc procedure to éncourage
1an’k and filers to palticlpate in
union  activities, = Educational
work to acquamt the new mem-
bers with the history of ‘the

‘union and thé necessity to' safe-

guard the remaining union gains.
" Only in this way can the Local
9 workers be mobilized to suc:
cessfully resist ¢he mnew em-
ployer- government attacks being
prepaled against their standards
and nghts T

$ta||msts Slandzr SWP

Candudate In Minnesota

(Continued from page 1)

when she said that if elected she.
would mtroduce a bill to the U.
S. Senate “to abolish discrimina-
tion in the United States arméd
forces which are supposed to be
fighting for democxacy all over
the world,”

‘A measure of the real en-
thusiasm felt by the Negro work-
ers at The meeting was expressed |
by one member who stood .up: to

say, “There is one woman here

‘who is going to get my vote and

that’s Grace Carlson. She spoke
like an abolitionist! Her voice
rang out like a tocsin. I wish that
she could be heard ‘all over this

s country

In contrast to his boldness in
+| the broadcastmg' booth, where he.
was . secure - from challengers,
Martm Mickie shamefacedly told
the NAACP that “the issue of
socialism must be postponed” and
that the only issue now before
the people is the winning of the
war, “If you are not ready to
vote Communist,” he added,
“then vote for win-the-war can-
didates.”

WHOM THE C.P. SUPPORTS

The outstanding “win-the-war”
candidates in Minnesota today are
Harold Stassen, *labor - hating
Repubhcan governor, and authoz
of the infdmous state labor act,
and his cohort, Joseph Ball,
candidate for ‘the U. S. Senate
Although Mackie did not dare to
come out openly for Stassen ‘and
Ball’ at this’ meetmg, ‘the Minne-
sota Stahmsts are
these arch-enem1es “of the work-
ers in thls campaxgn )

Robert Madlg‘an, speaking for
the Stahmst—controlled state CIO
councll “went on ‘the " air on
Oct_ober 28 to urge workers to

Russian Revolution Featured

The 25th anmversary of the
Russian revolution is the topical
feature of the November issue
of Fourth Internatlonal which
came off the press last Wednes-
day.

Three articles appear under
this toplc

1. Leon Trotsky’s “The Three
C'.onceptions of ‘the Russian
Revolution,” written about a year
before his death, and published
here for the first .time. It is
particularly important as Trot-
sky’s definitive statement on his
agreements and disagreements
with Lenin on the theory of the
vermahent revolution as directly
apphed to the Russian revolutton

2. John G. Wright's “Twenty-
Five Years of the Russian
Revolution.” ‘

3. James P. Cannon’s “The Fifth
Year of the Russian Revolution,”
a lecture delivered on a mnational
tour after his return from Rus-
sia where he spent the months of
May-December, 1922. This ap-
pears in the regular department,
“From the Arsenal of Marxism.”

£%

.on Labor,,’? is

In Nov. “dth International’

“The New Taxes: An Attack
the Editorial
Comment of the month, analyzing
the anti-labor consequences of
the tax. bill signed by Roosevelt
on October 21,

Marc Loris contributes “Revo-
lutionary Tasks Under the Nazi
Boot,” the second of his articles
on the subject in the discussion
on the natxonal question in Bu-

rope which the. maga7ine is con-

ducting.
“A Defamer of Trotsky” is the

title of an article by Joseph Han-- |

sen, dealing with a so-called
memorial article
written by Max Shachtman.

The “International Notes” de-
partment is particularly in-
terestmg this -month,
items from France, England,
Indla, and an analysxs of the
Yugoslav partlsan movement

Copies of the monthly mag-
azine sell at 20 cents each and

the subscrlptlon rate is $2 per |t

year. The addi ess ‘of Fourth In-
tetnational’ is 116 Umversxty
Place, Néw York City.

supportmg -

on Trotsky

carrying |

" vote for reactionary Republican

governor Stassen on election day:
|“We acknowledge ' the win- the
war efforts of Governor Stassen
and his ‘éndorsement and support
of President Roosvelt's win-the- |
war program.’ ‘
Copies of the radio speech
whlch Comtrade Carlson delivered
over station’ WLOL ‘on October
28 were mailed to hundreds of
workers and farmers throughout
the state. The speech was ‘also re-

Duluth™ and 'statioh KWLM
Wlllmar on October 30,

" In" this radio address Carlson
called for support of the Trotsky-
ist pmgram
words,_ “Ini’ this fall’s electlon
campaign, all other party labels
have become meanmgless. There
iz \left ‘only a confusion of op-

principles = or program. ~ The

Socialist” Workers
stands for a prmclpled program
of 1ndependent workmg-class ac-
tion “Only such a program of in-

temational socxahsm, based on
the pr1nc1ples of Marx, Lenm and
Trotsky can solve the problems
of the workers and farmers of
this - state, of the natlon, and of
the world LA

broadcast from statxon WDSM 1n‘

in ' these ringing

portunistic maneuvering for poli-.
tical position ‘without regard for,

Party . alone’

They Know the Tasks
Of a Union

Editm

After two years of the “na?
program and al-,
most a year of war, durlng which'

tional defense

the workers' have been propa-
gandized intensively from every

conceivable angle, they have by

no means forgotten their experi-
ences of the past. An incident to

illustrate this fact took place in’

the San Francxsco local” of the
Pﬂe Drivers Union recently ’
‘Because the meeting’s are poor-

Iy attended, the Stalinists usual-:

ly have a field day and are able
to control the ordinary affairs
of the loeal,

tinion meetmg would take up a
proposal to assess the inembers
8" day’s’ pay for the -Associated,

Chatities “(Red. Cross, Salvation:

Army, Polish”War Relief, Greek |
War Relief, Russian War Relief,
etc) Also to be dlscussed ‘was
an assessment to help fmance ‘the

/Y e

One Year ...

I enclose §....... 5 e

| ' WEEKLY
Sirt Months o g 6

(Clip and Mail This Coupon)

THE MILITANT PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION
116 Umversxty Place New York ,N Y

l’lease send my subscription to: |

oo 8100 <
... $2.00

But” recently the |
membership learned that the next

movement was wagmg agamst
the “hot cargo” bill' — better
known 4s the California slave-
Takor bill. ’

As soon as-the special order. of

the Stalinists started whooplng it
up to donate a days pay to the
“Associated Charities, using their
stock arguments that this is a

was the duty of all good union-
ists to- give their last dollar to
“defend democracy,” ete.

The-rank and file members im-
mediately began to show their re-
sentment. They "took: the floor
and explained that in some cases
in the past, some of these “char-
ity” organizations had used as
much ‘as 80% of theéir take for
overhead which made a lot of
cushy jobs™ for professmnal
c1al workers.”

One union member explamed
that ‘he disliked Yeing forced to
-pive a stated amount as he had
to assist ' in supporting his
daughter and her child because
her ,husband had been drafted
and she 1ece1ved only $32 per
month ‘for support After ‘the

tide by ‘arguing that “these were
new ‘times and hnew conditions
which had nothing to do with the
past"' Tn other Wordsy they said,
the leopa‘rd had changed ‘his

| '8pots’ & “but the union member-

ship remained unéonvinced., The

vote and was defeated by a large
ma]outy

The membership showed that
they understood "the issues by

. then votmg without opposmon to

assess themselves one dollar each
for the ‘purpose of Tighting the
slave-labor ‘bill which"is to ap-
pear on the ballot in the Califor-
nia eléction as “Propos1t10n No.
1,” the “hot cargo” bill sponsored

- hy the ASSocw.ted Farmers,

J LONG
Sa‘n Franeisco, Calif.

Next Week’s
Glasses

of the New York School of
Soclal Scxence ’

>Wednesda’y, Nov. 11, 8:15 P. M.

American Cartels and
Monopolies

C. CHARLES, Instructor ;3

Friday, November 13 8: 15 P, M.

Tbe C bznese Re'volutzon
1925-1927

’ 4 * W TP H L s
At 116 University Place—2d

business was placed on the floor, -

“People’s War” and therefore it -

yank and file had their siy, the -
| Stalinists attempted ‘to ttirn the

proposition was submitted to g

JOHN G. WRIGHT, Instructor . *
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Th "LABOR W'ETH A W%‘@EZTE
e WKERE LA.BOR WITH-A BLACK

Nearo

By JOHN

The Russmn Revolutl

Achneve Racial Equality in Thls Country

Thls week we celebrate the
. twenty- fifth anniversary of the
Russian Revolution, the greatest
event in the 'h.istory of mankind.
Many of the conquests of the Rus-
sian workers have been lost since
1917. The Stalinist bureaucracy
‘has trampled upon the democra-
tic rights of the masses, depriv-
ing them of the protectlon of
Sov1ets and all their elementary
mass organizations: factory com-
mxttees, trade unions, coopera-
tives, ete. Stalip’s crimes have
greatly weakened the Sov1et
Union, fac111tatmg the military
victories of Hitler’s armies by
stifling the .initiative of the
masses, and by killing off the
leading figures that made the rev-
olution and successfully defend-
ed it against-the armies of 14
capitalist countries and the Rus‘-
sian white guards.

GAINS OF THE REVOLUTION

Yet desplte these handicaps.
the ‘heroic struggle of the Soviets
agamst the mechanized mlght of
the Nazr onslaught has won the
respect of both Soviet friend and
foe. The sacrifice and devotion
shown by the Red Army and the
flghtmg civilians have seldom
" been known in the annals of wai-
fare. What'is it that the Russians
ar?defending with such zeal%and
enthusiasm? And why is there

such complete unity among the
defenders"

“The means of production —

. thé land and the factories, the

mines and ‘the railroads, the for-
ests  and the miills — have been
taken away from the Russian
landlords and capitalists and still
remain today the property of
the ‘Soviet state and not of pri-
vate eaplo1te1s Although the
" Russian Sworker must bear the
full weight of the Stalinist bu-
reaucracy on-his back, he is to
longer shackled by the limitations |
and confines of the decayed capi-
talist system’ and its monopoly
rule. The tremendous develop-
ment of Soviet industry in the
. past quarter of a century bears
eloquent testimony to the bene-
fits of a socialized economy, for
the preservation of which the
Russian people are ready to make
the greatest sacrifices.

But the economic gains do not
tell ‘the. whole story. Comparable
progress has been made in the
sphere of racial relatxons

RACE RELATIONS
UNDER THE GZAR

Not wunless - one’ is fully ac-
quainted with the conditions un-
der the Czar, is one struck by
the impact of the change. Lenin
properly termed Holy Russia the
~ “prison house of nations.” The
huge Czarlst empire encompass-
ed 165 d1fferent nationalities,
with separate lahguages and at
. different. caltural levels. These
-Peoples, who constituted 57% of
the- Russian population, were op-
plessed not ' only by the land-
lo;ds and industrialists, but by
the = Great Russian as  well.
The Poles and the Finns, the
Ukranians and ‘ the Georgians,
the Mongols and the
Armenians, the White Russians
and the Jews and countless others
‘had no free cultural life of their
own but had to submit to the
dominance of St. Petersburg. *

White and yellow and brown—
all had to pay obeisance to the
Russian magter race. 'None of
these people were thought wor-
thy  of seIf—government Each
new crisis of capltahsm evoked
‘more brutal pogroms and attacks
against’ Jews, Armenians and
other ‘minorities. This wag the
Czarist racial * madhouse., The
condition of the minorities before
“the ‘revolution ‘was comparable
only to that of the Indian mass-

" es today, with the Czar playing

the role of the British Lion.

THE REVOLUTION BROUGHT
COMPLETE EQUALITY

The Russian Revolution swept |
away this struétire of decrepit
capitalism intertwined with the
barbarous reliecs of . feudalism.
One of the very first acts of the
workers state was to grant com-
plete eoualltv and fall autonomy
up to the point of separatlon to
the many Russian nationalities.
. Virtually overmght there disap-
peared within, the Soviet borders
all traces of discrimination
agamst people because of their
race or color. The persecution of
minority groups had been ended
forever and for the first time mil-
Tions of neople began to live a
fuller and happier existence.

The former “prison hoyse of

‘tions ahderthe Czar became the

countries to follow the Russian
example and end forever the

SETN
ITSELY

s

Struggle

SAUNDERS

Ten years ago, in Nov. 1932, the gr ‘eat
Mazmst ﬁghte1 Lieon Trotsky, who had

bmeaucracv in ‘the SO\ iet Unxon, was
granted permlssxon by the govelnment of

on-and the anht row

nations” recognizes no superior-
ity of one race over ‘another.’
Thi§ conquest of the revolution
still accounts in great part for;
the complete unity on the part
of the Russian people in tlheir
resistance”to the Nazi invaders.
The revolution recognized no sec-
ond-class citizenship with regard
to race. It destroyed forever the
false theory of racial inferiority.
So natural has it become for the

counter—revolutronary poli-
cies have been able to eliminate
most of the gains made by the
mmorltles

The Russian Revolution gave
the lie once and for sll to those
who . maintained that peoples of
varlous nationalities with differ-
ent languages, religlons and cus-
toms lconld not live side by side
in perfect amity, The real reason |
for the cruel® treatment of the-
various minorities under the Czar |
now becomes apparent. Only in
that way, by pitting one race and

the tiniest minority of all from
the viewpoint of numbers — the
parasitic landlords and capltal-
ists — continue their sway and
exploitation of the tens of mil-
lions of workers and peasants in
that vast countly

THE CAUSE OF JIM CRO\’V

And isn’t the story of Czarist
Russia also the story of 'the Brit-
ish Empire and of ‘“democratic”
Jim, Crow America? Capitalism
— which in its heyday was able

flower into'a full rich life of na-
tional existence — is now in its
death throes forced to sharpen
the conflicts between -the various
races and minority groups lest

polists and replace their rule with.

the ‘prison house of nations
whereas the. prison house of na-

1
tionalities and minotities, despite
the foul hand of Stalinism.

that the capltallst system of ex-

hatred and friction among the
various  races and groups wrthm

tween nations. . What becomes
just as clear is the necessxty for
the workers of all races in all

n1ghtmare of exploltatlon and op-
pression of one race. or nation-
ality by another.’

peoples of the world. The trem-
endous impulse generated by that
revolution has permeated ' the
brown and yellow-skinned masses
of Asia. They refuse to remain
in the status of “inferiors” to
which they have been condemned,
They clamor for independence
and fleedom The Russian Revo-
lution has "inspired them with
confidénce and courage. The
front lines of privileges have al-
ready been pierced and ‘the colo-
nial peoples are ready to widen
the Dbreach., Even the smug and
complacent W]llkle has become
frightened at this prospect.

A LESSON OF THE
RUSSIAN REVOLUTION _

In turn the masses of India
and China are transmitting ‘this
impulse to other lands, espec1al-
ly to the Negro people of th;s
country No race or natlonallty
has better reason for celebrating

- the October Revolution. The Rus-

sian " Revolution has given the
Negro masses new hope and con-
fidence in themselves, the attrib-
utes of the “New Negro 7 The
Russian Revolution has once and
for all revealed the real cause
.of diserimination and suppress-
ion of minorities. And the Rus-
sian Revolution has shown us the
only way out. The Negro people
will take that same road as they
come to understand that the only
kind of government that has ever
ended the oppression of minori-
ties was a workers’ state..

The Russian Revolution has a
double meaning for the Negro
workers. It means not only the
mastery of thelr economic fate
but absolute equallty with all
races .and peoples. For that rea-
son we are certain that the Ne-
gro workers will fight side by
side with the white workers to
achieve. a :similar revolution in
this country. They will do so un-
der the stainless banner of Len-
in and Trotskv, in ‘the ranks of
the “Socialist” Workers Party.

Denmark to visit (‘openhagen for .the
purpose of delivering a lectme “In De-
fense of the Russian Revolution” before
a Social-Democratic student ‘organlzatronr
After delivering the lectm ‘e, whlch was
all the title indicated — a powelful de-
fense of the W01ke1s revolution that
abohshed caprtahsm in one-sixth of theé
orld — Tlotsky was also able before
1etu1mng to Turl\ey, to deliver -a 15-min-
ute radio address to the United States

been emled to ‘Turkey by the Qtahmst' :

longe1 speech he had glven the Copen
Hagen students The radio speech was
punted inh the Dec. 3, 1932 MILITANT
and 1s 1ep11nted here;
where the text was. not recelved with
complete acunac) are mdlcated by three
asterisks. ‘

" THE MILITANT noted editorially at
that time that the American “Stalinist
.pless has developed a funous 1age over
the speech” chargmg that “Trotskys
speech Was delnered in collaboration
with British 1mpelialism, w]nch ‘controls
the Danish government and is naking
good use of the ‘counter-revolutionist’

the few places

to poxson the WOXkElS
USSR.”
out:
put in the mahcmusly délibérate lies of
Stalinists, will be seen by reading the
transcript of Trotsky’s speech =

It will be seen from this that while
the . pattefn of the Stalinist slander
against Trotsky has ’beeh' changed from
time to tiime, in accord with the fmelgn
pohcy being pursued by Stalln the is-
suailce of the" slanders themselves nev e1
ceased from the t1me Lemn dled almost
19 years ag‘o

In 1932 they accused Trotsky of col-

agamst the

he Revolution
A Racllo Speech To The Umted Statesg{From Copenhagen In Nov. 1932

THE ' MILITANT also pointed
“Just liow much’ credence can be

- viet plot on behalf of German imperial-

. Stalinists” are fervent supporters of the.

when he went to Denmark.. Four years
latel at ‘the monstrous Moscow’ frameup
tr'ials, Trotsky was accused of having
gone to Denmark to further an anti-So-

ism. In 1940, while the Stalin-Hitler pact
was in effect and the Stalinists were de-
nouncing the democracies as imperialist
warmongers, Trotsky was accused of be-
ing an agent of Wall Street and U. S.
1mpe11ahsm Today, of* course, when the

democracles Trotsky is again denounced
as an anti-Soviet agent of fascism and

these peoples unite against the|V

Nor has the lesson of the Rus-| ~ -
sian Revolution been lost on the

!'ciers, unlike the less “educated

I will make an attempt to give

various peoples to respect one audlence a short expose of my lecture on the Russxan

cultures, that not even Stalm sS4 prise. The llmlts of time are too narrow, and my
Enghsh — my poor Enghsh — is in no proportron
to my' admiration for Anglo Saxon culture 1 beg
your 1ndulgence all the more smce it is the ﬁrst
‘tlme I am addressmg an audlence in Enghsh

What questlons does the Russian revolution raise
in the ‘mind of a thmkmg man? First, why at all did
this revolution take place?  And,
revolution stood the test? The fact that the prole-
tarxat reached power for the flrst time in such a
backward country as Czarlst Russia seems myster-
ious only at first glance "Tn reality- it is ‘wholly "in
accord. with its historical bickground, It ‘could have
been predicted, and it was predicted. Still more,

nationality against another, could ‘on the basis of that predlctlon the revolutionists bullt

up ‘the strategy ‘long bef01e the

mine in 1905 I quote:

“In an economlcally backward

capitalistically advanced

tion must) pass into the hands

full.”

In accordance with its immediate
T

v

socialism.

ploitation is the real cause for ngses of th‘? Reqplﬂtigﬂ

Pe1m1t me to quote here a passage from a work of

letariat can come to power sooner than in a country
. The Russian revolition,
accordmg to our view, w1ll create condltlons in which
vthe powér may (and W1th the v1ctory of the revolu-

before the pohtlclans of bourgeols llberahsm get a
'chance to develop thelr statesmanly genlus to the

I quate this passage to show that the theory of
to free nations from feudal op-|the Russian revolution which we advocated, preceded -
pression and permit - them to{ the October revolution by a lorlg time,

Let me sum up the events which date drom 1905.

evolution was a bourgeois 1evolut10n but the Rus-
sian bourgeoisie was already entlrely reactxonary The
ictory of the Russian revolut1on was, therefore, pos-
small exploiting clique of mono-, sible only as the victory of the proletar1at ‘But the
ictorious proletarlat will not stop at the program
Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern- | of the bourgeoisie; ‘it w1ll go on to the program of
- ments. Europe has today become
" This was the theory of the permanent revolutlon
formulated by me in 1905, and: since thenbexposed to

severest criticism under the name of “Trotskyism.”
ead 8 ol Brieflom hpall v, It is clear, therefors, that the general causes of the
revolution were vlslble to 'the Marxists lonig before it

So it becomes only too clear occurred

The ﬁrst and most general explanatlon is that Rus-
a country as'it is for war be- sia was a backward country, but only a part of world

/-laboratmg with  British

imperialism

the American radio
tem

second, has the

dec1s1ve events

country, the pro-

of the proletarlat

cipline.

tasks, the Russian ’ rlght

It needed

economy, only an element of the capltallst world sys-'
SN e 2

In this lies the real reason for ‘the Russum revolu-
tlon 1t occurred bécduse the chain broke at 1ts weak-

. est hnk The deplorable condition of the feudal mon-
archic system, aggravated by capltahsm s explort- s
ation, created a térrific force which found its reahza- "
txon in the proletarlat

A fundamental factor Was the existence of great
revolutlonary resoulces in " the oppressed nationali-
ties within the bordels of -the embpire, constituting
57% of the total population. To thése must be add-
ed: the éxperiences of the revolution of 1905, which
Lenin ‘called the dress. rehearsal of the revolution of
1917 and which witnesséd the first creation of the
Sowets, and ‘the imperialist war whlch sharpened
all the contradlctlons, tore the backward masses out
of thelr 1mmob111ty ‘and thereby prepared the gran-
dlose scale of the catastrophe.

Last but far from least, was the ex1stence of a
powerful Bolshevist party, the most revolutlonary
party in the hlstory ‘of mankind, It was the hvxng
condensation of the modern ‘history of Russ1a, of all
that was dynamlc in it. It learned to recognize the
weaknesses of soclety as typified in the great events
of ‘the 12 yeals flom 1905 to 1917, It educated cadres
equally capable of initiative and subordination to dis-

Its revolutionary activities were based on
the unity of its doetrine, on the tradition of common
struggles, ‘and - confidence in its tested leadershlp
Thus stood the party in the year 1917,

In September Lenin, who was compelled to keep
in hldmg. gave the s1gna1 —_— “The Cl‘lSlS ig rlpe the
hour of ‘the msurrectlon has approached » He was
The “boutgeoisie finally lost its head.

democratic parties wasted the remams of the con-
: ﬁdence of the masses " The Russnan army no longer

Wanted to fxght ‘for the allen aims of 1mper1ahsm.

Disregarding democratic advice, the 'peasantry smoked

the lJandowriers out of “their estates. The oppressed
. nationalists rose up against the bureaucracy of Petro-

grad. In the most 1mportant workers’ and soldiers’
’ Sovrets the Bo
and soldlers d

iki were dominant. The

a-cut of )the lancet,

Only ‘under these so¢ial and pohtlcal conditions
was - the msurrectmn possible. And thus it also be-
came inevitable. The party carried through the Oc-
tober insurrection with cold calculation and with flam-
ing determination, For this reason, it brought to vie- »
tory the Bolsheviki in a country occupymg one-sxxth .
of the surface of the globe

anded actlon The ulcer was" npe

The quest1on now comes up:
at the lugh cost of the revolution?
mahcious Joy over the fact that the land of the So-
viets ‘bears but little resemblance to.a realm of gen-
eral well-being. ‘What did the revolution do and why
did the sacrifices justify themselves?

Permit me to think that the difficulties and mis-

Hitler.—Ed.

v
4

Many critics take

takes, as well ‘as the achievements of the Soviets, are

tec,hnology and 1ts

soclety
The deepest, the

The

workers

no less familiar to me than to anyone else.
criticism as well as

" needed. Fifteen yeals'
m the hfe ot a man. But fifteen years in the life of
a people is Just a minute on the clock of history.
i the course of the Civil War in the United States,
500 009 men were killed. Can such sacrifices be justi-
ﬁed" From the stahdpomt of the American slave-
holder and the rulmg classes of Great Britain who
marched with them — No! From the standpomt of

* the Neégro of of the Brltlsh working man — abso-

* lutely! And from the standpomt of the development-
of humanity-as a whole, there can be no doubt what-
ever. Qut of the Civil War came the present United
States, with its unbounded practical initiative, its

‘But in
in acclamation, perspective is
Frfteen years is a long period

economic life, On these achleve-

ments of Amerlcanlsm humamty will bulld the new

most obJectlve and most indispu-

table c11temon says—-ploaless can be measured by
the glowth of the product1v1ty of social labor.
evaluatmn of the Octobe1 revolution from this point
of v1eW 1s alleady glven by efbm ‘ience. The principle
of planned economy has fm the first time in history
shown its ability in recordmg unheard-of results in
ploductlon in a short space of time.¥** -

For an explanation of t‘le extr: aordlnaly persistence
which the masses of the - people of the Soviet Union
are- showing throughout the years of the revolution,
.many foreign observers rely, in accord with ancient
habit, on the “passivity” of the Russian character. The
1evoluhona1y masses of today endure their privations,
pat&ently but not passwely
they are c1eat1ng a better future, and they want to
create it atl any cost.
unpose ‘its will from the outside on the patient masses

, and you ‘will seé whether they are passive or not

The

With their own hands

But let any enemy attempt to

" I am sure that the gr eat Amerlcan people hiave the

highest rnterest, moral as well as material, and are
in sympathy with the effort of the great Russian peo-
ple to reolganize their social life on a higher level.
If ‘my short talk can help a few thousand or even
a hundred, Americans to understand the 1nte1nal in-
ev1tab111ty in the development of the. Russ1an 1evolu

Stahmsts Aid

ainst

(Contmued from. page 1)

much success with the students
and peasants.

THE CP’S ALLIES

Indeed, the only group that the
Stalinists.. wholeheartedly speak
of with approval are the induis:
trialists and financiers. ‘Joshi
complains that the petty boure- .
oisie is for struggle; other Sta-
linist reports complain that the
students outvoted ‘the Stalinists
who opposed ‘school strlkcs ‘gtift’
other Stalinist reports sadly note
workers” and peasants’ struggles
But of the big capitalists, .Toshl
writes with approval: '

“The "industrialists and finan-

ipetty bourg'eorsle, see the d: h.
ger-‘'of foreign mvasron clear . e
They - see what is afoot :
strugglé’ but anarchy
’\Vorker, Nov. 1) =

'Thewe are the Stahmsts allies
— the Indian big - bourgemsxe,
partners of British 1mper1ahsm
in " exploiting ‘the masses!

Tt waé in-the natne of continu-
ing “democratic” ‘war production
that the Stalinists attempted to
break the strikes of ‘the workers.
The same pretext could scarcely
be used to sttlfy opposition to
the political strikes of ‘the stu-
dents who walked out ¢f the Brit-
jsh-controlled c o1l e g e s and
schools. Nevertheless the Stalin-

\

too. They called upon the students
to fight — their way back into.
the schools! “Therefore keep the
peace, keep organized, fight your
way back into'the schools.” In-
stead of continuihg the ‘strike,’
strive to get the colleges reopen-
ed, and that will be a victory.”
(Daily Worker, Oct. 30.) :

RELATION TO THE

PEASANT STRUGGLES
Likewise the Stalinists called
upon  the peéasantry to cease
struggle against the British and
the landowners. In ‘the first

ists openly opposed these strikes :

cipal Stalinist functionaries in
the Kisan Sabha (Peasants’ Con-
gress) issued an appeal to the
peasants of Bihar province, the
fiery center of the peasant strug-
gle, “to ‘abstain front these suici-
dal activities,” Deliberately ig-
noring the fact that the peasant
attacks ‘on railway statlons and

ernment centers from which the
goverﬁment has always planned
and launched its rep_ress1ons
against ‘the no-tax and no-rent
campaigns of the peasants, the
Stalinist appeal declared:

" “Can anyone call this a strug-
gle fol freedom?. . . No ‘cotntry
has ever galned its' freedom by
anulgmg iiv acts of goondaism,
voting, “robbéry and sabotage.
‘Histoty offers no. such- -example.”
(Daily’ Worker, Nov. 1.) "

The record ‘of history to which
these Stalmist ‘scoundrels’ appeal
tells' a very different story than
thelrs Bt s true that many such
peasant struggles have failed to.
achleve v1ctory Why" Because
they were not supported by the
¢ities, without which the peasants
cannot win, That is why the peas-
ant wars of thé middle ages, for
example, failed. But thé peasant
uprlsmg in Russia, which began
in the sumimer of 1917, when con-
bined with the struggle oﬁ the
workers in the cities, made the
October revolutton successful.
Thé struggles of the Russran
peasants were like those of peas-
ant wars from time immemorial

The peasant always begins by
burning down the landlord’s ma-
nor, or as in this case, the gov-
ernment buildings, In.Russm ‘too
there were people who c¢ondenji-
ed the peasants as “indulging in
acts of looting, robbery and sab-
otage.” They were ‘the ’Menshe-
viks and the capitalists. * This
time, in India, the Mensheviks
and agents of the capltahsts call
themselves “Communists,” mean-

weeks of August ‘the -two prin-

post offices are attacks on gov- |

— anarchie, brutal, destructive. |

British
ndia Masses

Fortunately ,sthe Stalinists are
meeting ‘with contempt ~— and
more ~— from large sections of
the ‘workers and peasants,” This
is indicated by several signific-
ant admissions made by the Sta-
linists themselves "

HOW MASSES REACTED

For example, wr1t1ng of the
situation in Bihar province, which
is the key center of war indus-
tries and also the center of the
struggle for freedom, the Stalin-
ists complain:, “The ‘national’
struggle for freedom has been
turned into a struggle against
the Communists and the peasants
(read Stalinist peasant officials.)

the Bihar Provincial Students
Federatlon » (Daily Worker, Oct.’
28.) The federation is, of course,
a Stalinist front.

In Ahmedabad, textile centel,
where the strike is still going on
and the Stalinists vainly urged
the workers to return to work,’'the
Stalinists were unable to secure
printers for a regional edition of
the Stalinist organ, The Peoples
War, because printers “declined
under patrlotlc pressure” (Daily
Worker, Oct. 29.) That is, the
attitude of the masses made it
impossible for the Stalinjsts to
print their strikebreaking sheet.

Geller to Speak at
Horlem Workers Club

“War and Civil leertles” w1ll

of the Harlem Workers Club, to
be held Friday, Nov. 13, 9 PM
at the club’s headquarters, 72 Ww.
125th St

Jules Geller, assistant national
secretary of the Civil Rights
Defense Commxttee, an organiza~
tion devoted to the maintenance

ing agents of Stalin’ servmg Brrt—
ish imperialism,

be  the main’ speaker of the
evenlng, Admission is free.

They burned down the office of |

be the top1c of the mnext forum

of labor’s democratlc rights, ~w111"

tion, my efforts will have been well rewarded

Some concrete - news about the
French workers’ resistance to
forced labor in Germany has
ﬁnally appeared in an October 30
dlspatch from- Berne, Switzer-
land, printéd ‘in the N. Y. Tlmes
AL factories” ‘have closed 'in
the French Departinent of Haute-
Savoie after a widespread strike
movement and feelmg is running
hlgh agamst workmg in" Ger-
many, reports reaching here said
today. Important reinforcements
of State Police have 'arrived.
- “The French censors have been
able to prevent such news from
leakmg out ‘but the ™ case of
Hauté:Savoie 'is different. It
borders ‘on Switzerlarid ‘and’ there
are daily contaéts between - the
French and the Swiss. . ;
“The movement began yester-
. ddy when a numbe1 of men
designated as volunteers’ had
been instructed by the local labor
inspectot to report at the town
hall for medical inspection, At
Clusns Malnaz Scionzier “and
Marlgmer ot a smgle ‘worker
put in an appearance ‘and soon a
general strike was called, al-
though illegal under the orders
of - Marshal Henri Phxhppe
Petain, the Chief of State,’
" “At Annecy and Anhnemasse,
also,” many men have failed to
report for duty in varicus fac-
tories.”

* % %

Swedish seamen returning from

| runs to Germany have reported

anti-fascist  strugglés in ‘three
German citieg, sccording to the
British New Leader"

“Repmts reach us from Sweden
of serious riots in Hamburg,
Bremen and’ Cologne ‘

T s stated that’ 400 persons
were killed. " ’

‘“Details are lacking from
Cologne, but the seamen say that
at Hamburg and Bremen P hce
refused to fire on ‘the workers
and ‘that” S8. mien had to be
¢alled to duell the revolt,: -

“It was at-Hamburg that the
reestabhshment of the Spartacus

Bund (the revolutionary organ-

“INTERNATIONAL NEWS |

Rosa Luxemburg in the last war)
was reported six weeks ago by
seamen £
ER

In K1ngston, Jamaica:  “The
government has declared the
union ‘of government railway em-
ployees ‘illegal because three of
its -officers ‘are not railway em-
ployees.” (N.' Y. Times, Oct.27.)
" The British government in this
case is domg what every boss
does when a union is str1v1ng for

recoghition: denymg the umion’s
'democratic right to determine its

own representatlves so that the
boss will have. a plbte\t for not
recogmzmg it. =

* % =

According to the Independent|
Belglan News Agency, an organ.
‘of the Belglan Government-in-
Exile' in" London, a fresh wave
of strikes ‘and sabotage is sweep-
ing Belglum From ‘this source,
the N. Y. Times reports: °

“The Germans were estlmated
to have lost 200 000 tons of coal
because of a ten day strike in
lower Saambre, while workers in
the Marle Jose pits at Maurage
were ‘said to have slowed. up
production to the’ extent of 5,800
tons ’

,‘_‘Strlkes are also reported to
have interrupted the work in the
Vandenplas Automobile’ Works
in Brussels, in several metalur-
gical plants and the Lys Linen
Mills in Ghent the "Belgian
agency said.” ‘The Independent
Belgian News Agency gets some’
of its information from ‘the Dutch
Nazi publication Het Volk.

* k%

Reuters in London claims that,
“W1despread str1kes have broken
out” in  Athens “‘and = Pirabus
{Greece) and occupation troops
have ‘been called in, it was leatn- |
ed today. Three ‘men have been

tenced to long imprisonment ac-
cordlng to information reachmg
here.” The strikes began with
street demonstratlons "against
German and Italian oecupation

ization of -Karl Liebknecht and.

"

‘What was achieved

ly because of the failu
5 lshve'f ‘the plomlsed ‘arm:

| the U, S. with respect and hOpe, :

| rialist countrles, and that 1mpe-5

‘Brltlsh governments cannot re‘

executed and many been sen-.

Is Worried

By MILTON ALVIN

That the billion people
Asia are no longer. satisfied
live under the ruthless 1mper
ist dommatlon of their democr‘
tie as well as their fascist ¢
nial = masters runs like a red
thread through the report gi
last week by Wendell Wllll{le

Wherever Willkie went thede

sire for freedom from 1mpe ia

ism was uppermost in the mi

of the people. The colonial mass-A
es are asking," “Is freedom sup
posed to be priceless for  th
white man or for the Westérn
world but of no account to
in the East?” The struggle
the Indian masses for their free
dom - from = British~ 1mper1a11sm
has spread its iriéaning through
out the colomal world and inspir-
ed all Asia. Willkie reported that
“From Cairo on, it confronte
me at every turn.” The questio
of India has become-a symbol t
the long- oppressed _masses of
Asia. ‘ .
The tremendous upsurge of the
colonial peoples is otie -of the.
most .important differefices be-
tween the present war and World
War I In the last war the mass
es of India and Chma were qule
now they are strlkmg out in their
own behalf and threatmung to re-
move the choicest fields for 1m-
perialist- explortatlon
This posmblhty concems Wwill-
kie very much. Although he give
much lip-service to the 1dea that
it’s about time these people had
their ;freedom or that a date be
set when it would be “given”
them by the “benevolent” ‘demo-
cratic imperialists, his’ concre
solution is within the framework
of "accepted imperialist pohtlcs
Willkie proposes that the U.'s.
government send more able, h1gh~
er-ranking diplomats to the c¢oun-
tries of the East — this is hls
solution, coupled with the p "'a
that the United States not dlss1—
pate its reservoir of good"‘ i
which he reports is leakmg

and supplies.
Oppressed peoples look upon

even with affectlon, says Wlllk1e
No doubt they would like to en
joy ‘the kind of freedom which
they believe Americans hav»,
This was true even of the Rus
sian masses: who looked. to the
U. 8., after the October Revolu-
tion, to help them defeat the ab
tempted Czarist restoratlon ]
the ‘411be1a1” government of
son rephed by sendmg an’ army
of occupatlon to S1ber1a The
Enghsh prodded by the'pres
Priine Mmlster Churchlll
likewise, “The- Russrans ‘Had
léarn - through bitter experlenc
thit they could depend onl;y upo
the working class’ in the lmpe—

rialist policies are not the prod
ucts of men’s minds but are
necessary 1esults of the decay of

nounce then lmperlahst alms in

1ng up the entire capltallst syl-
tem wh1ch they are pledged to

1nterested in ‘maintaining.”
No one should be fooled byf

w111 turn them from d

on 'the United States and Br 1
governments toward mdependent :
struggle for their freedom. He
is afraid that the colonial. an
Soviet masses will see the impe
rialist face behind the democra-
tic mask. Willkie knows that
when this happens and the [
mal peoples take therr destin)
into thelr own hands, it
move forever the pos bllrty '
xmpenahst explmtat' by Am
lcas Slxty Famlhes as well as
by the Brltlsh rulmg‘ class.” t
: The colomal ‘masses “will be no
more satlsfléd “with Wlllkie s
democratlc words than they have
been with Roosevelt’s, Willkie’s
report showed that’ what the col-
onies want now is some action'i
line with the democratic promk
es. No defender of the capit;
order can give them such action
— "and in’ this s1mple fact

the’ heartemng assurance »tl"?«t

authorities and their Dbuppet gov- | ¢
ernment.” (N. Y. Times, Oct 28, )‘
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

l. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control

of the trade unions. Special officers’

training camps, financed by the gov-
- ernment but controlled by the trade
‘unions, to train workers to become
~ officers.
2. Trade union wages for all workers
~drafted into the army.

3 Full equality for Negroes in the armed

forces and the war industries—Down’

with Jim Crowism everywhere.
4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
" . operation under workers’ control.
5. For a rising scale of wages to meet the
: rising cost of living,
6. Workers Defense Guards agamst vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

. An Independent Labor Party based on

7
the Trade Unions.

- 8. A Workers’ and Farmers’

~ ment. :

Govern-

Roosevelt
Answers Willkie

Wendell lelkms radlo address of Oct 26—
reporting the upsurge of natlonal self-confidence of

~ the. colonial peoples of Asia, their suspicion of the

war aims of the imperialist leaders of the United
Nations and their demand for a Pacific Charter or
World Charter- granting freedom- to the colonial
and semi-colonial countries—was answered the next
~day by President Roosevelt at a press conference.

Roosevelt’s .answer ‘was .to recall that both he
and Secretary of State ‘Hull had said on several
occasions that “the Atlantic Charter applies to all
humamty” The only reason this document had
been given that name, he said, was that he and
- Churchill had signed it in the Atlantic.

. Of course Roosevelt is a greater authority on
the Atlantic Charter than Willkie, and should
know better than Willkie ;which countries the
signers of the Charter had in mind when they
promised to ‘“‘respect the right of all peoples to
choosg the form of government under which they
shall live.” o b v

But an equally important authority on the in-
tentions of the Charter. is Churchill, especially
insofar as it applies to the colonies of Britain. On
September 9, 1941, less than a month after the

Charter was signed, Churchill told the House of

. Commons that the provisions of the Charter do
" not apply to “India, Burma or other parts of the
~ British Empire.” Deputy Prime Minister Clement
_ Atlee had declared that “colored races, as well as
- white, will share the benefits of the Churchill-
Roosevelt Atlantic .Charter,” and Churchill was
quick to publicly repudiate this idea with the state-
ment: “At the Atlantic meeting WE hdd in mind
- primarily restoration of the sovereignty, self-gov-
ernment and national life of the states and nations
i of Europe. . . That is quite a separate problem

“from the progressive evolution of self-governing ,

institutions in the regions and peoples which owe
+ allegiance to the British Crown.”

It should be observed that Churchill claimed to
- be,speaking for Roosevelt when he made this state-
“ment, just as Roosevelt gave the impression at last
 week’s press conference that he was speaking for
~all the signers of the Charter,

Unquestionably there are important differences
on this question between -the British and United
- States governments, Willkie’s concern about ‘Asia
does not result from a genuine sympathy with the
~interests of the Asiatic peoples—it results from an

understanding that unless the Western imperialists -

adjust thémselves to the new situation they will be
- unable to play the dominant role there that they
- seek. Recognizing - this,. Roosevelt stated that he
had no controversy with the sentiments expressed
-in- Willkie’s speech.

i It is no skin off Roosevelt’s nose, furthermore,
- for him to be generous with someone else’s empire.
American imperialist aims toward India are not
~ quite ‘the same ‘as those of British imperialism—
- Wall Street has every intention of moving in and.
~ at least sharing in the exploitation of the British
_colonies after the war.

Churchlll on the other hand, does not daxe to

give any concessions, even verbal ones, to the
Indian masses—for even the slightest concession
might open the dikes to the Indian revolution that
would sweep away all the imperialists and their
hopes.

Nevertheless, the real dlfference between Chur- -
chill and Roosevelt lies within extremely defined
limits. Roosevelt does not want an Indian revolu-
tion any more than Churchill—the best he hopes
for and seeks is some sort of patched-up compro-
mise with India that will postpone a settlement
of the Indian question until after the war when
British imperialism may be stronger and better
able to repress the Indian masses and when Afner-
ican imperialism will be able to play a bigger part
in the negotiations. The United States press and
Roosevelt’s political - supporters remained silent
during the first five weeks of the present Indian
struggle; not until it was clear that British repres-
sions had failed to destroy the Indian demand for
independence, did the “liberal” clamor for media-
tion arise in this country.

While Roosevelt may try prlvately to induce’
Churchill to effect some compromise, we can be
sure that the United States government will not
resort to public pressure along these lines. For
while Roosevelt disagrees with Churchill’s course

toward India, he fully approves.of his policy for

Britain. ;
Roosevelt knows first of all that Churchlll will
not and cannot grant any concessions to India.
He' knows too that any public demand by the
United States government for a change in British
policy might result in the fall of Churchill. He
knows that the fall of the Churchill government

on this issue could lead only to the establishment |

of a government to the left, a Cripps or a Bevin
government, thus opening the way to a complete
social transformation in Britain. He remembers
the rapld radicalization of the Russian masses dur-

~ing ‘the few months of the Kerensky regimg in
1917—of which a Cripps or Bevin government

would’ be the British counterpart—and he fears
to take any steps which might lead to such develop-
ments. Roosevelt depends far too much on Chur-
chill to keep the British masses in line, for him to
raise an issue publicly that might mean the end
of Churchill.
Thus Roosevelt’s assurance that “the’ Atlantic
Charter applies to all humanity” can be recognized
; for what it really is—not a sign that the colonial
peoples will be granted independence by the -im-
perialists, but rather an effort to bolster the
prestige of the Uinted Nations at a time when
their influence and strength are low in the East,
rather a trick to foster the illusion that the colonial
peoples can expect some aid from “good” United

States imperialism in their struggle to win freedom’

from the “bad” imperialist partner of the United
States.
Not Roosevelt or Wilkie, any more than Chur-
~chill, will help the struggle of the colonial masses
-only the United*States and British- workers act-
ing in opposition to their own oppressors and ex-
ploners will come to the aid of the colonial
uprisings.

Quit Stalling The
Anti-Poll Tax Bill!

From now on until New Year's, every day that
-passes before the U. S. Senate begins consideration
of the anti-poll tax bill makes it that much easier
for the poll taxers to prevent the bill from be-
coming a law. ‘

The strategy of the congressional poll taxers and
their supporters is @ talk and maneuver the bill
to death, so that the fight to pass the bill in Con-
gress will have to be begun all over again when the
new Congress takes its seats next january.

They intend to conduct the traditional filibuster,
such as reading on the Senate floor long sections
from the Bible and the Police Gagette, they intend
to introduce many and involved amendments t6
destroy the purpose of the anti-poll tax bill; they
intend to push other legislation and demand action

‘. on it before the anti-poll tax bill is acted on, etc.

Best of all, from their point of view are delays,

» any kind of delays, which will hold up the vote in

the Senate. Every day’s delay can be regarded as a
victory for the friends of the poll tax.

It is for this reason that we urge every workers’
organization in the country to demand that the
Senate act on the bill immediately without any
further horsing around.

It is not that we think the present antl-poll tax
bill is perfect or the kind of bill we would intro-
duce if we were in Congress. Far fron it.

For one thing, it applies only to federal elec-

tions, thus leaving the poll taxers in full sway in
all state election contests which will enable them
to maintain the political machines that are so im-
portant in federal elections. For another thing, it
will not automatically enfranchise the oppressed
Negro people, because every means of intimidation
and terror will still be employed to keep them from
the polls.

Despite these faults in the bill, we are for its
adoption. And we place so much stress on its
adoption now because we know that if the present
economic and social system is not replaced by a
Workers” and Farmers’ Government after the war,
it will be extremely difficult to have the bill even.
discussed then.

For if the monopolists and their poll-tax col-
leagues have their way, this' war will be followed

by a. reactionary drive intended to deprive ALL -

the people in the United States of the right to vote.
For this reason.as well as others, because we
want to strengthen the democratic rights so that
the masses will be more. strongly prepared when
the employers try to establish fascism, we repeat:
Every workers’ orgamzatlon -must act now to

demand that the Senate act now on the anti-poll tax
bill.

By JOHN G. WRIGHT

On October 29 Italian fascism
celebrated the twentieth an-
niversary of its rule.

“Today the Italian people,”

writes the N. Y. Times, “can

measure the cost of twenty
years of fascism.” There are
indeed profound lessons to be
learned from the Italian ex-
perience, These lessons are im-
portant not only to the Italian
people but all others as well,
above all to the American work-
ers,

Italian fascism “is not-at all
accidental. Mussolini was raised
tor power by the magnates of
heavy industry and the great
landowners. He- was financed by
Big ‘Business. It was the heads
of the Italian Banking Associa-
tion who paid out twenty mil-
lion lira to finance the March on
Rome. Through Mussolini, the
Italian capitalists perpetuated
their rule over the country. Ex-
actly the same thing took place
later in Germany.

Many people, especially the
German socialists, tried to ex-
-plain away the rise of faseism
" and its victory under Mussolini
" as something that could happen
only in a backward country like
Ttaly. It could never happen,
they said, in such a country as
*Germany, with its great culture,
its Weimar constitution, ete. The
events in Italy and Germany
proved oncé and for all that
wherever the workers do not take
power, establish their own gov-
ernment and lead society forward
with their own socialist program,
there the way is clearéd for Big
Business to institute a fascist
regime, to destroy all the inde-
pendent organizations of the

‘German labor leaders who paved

Big Business in the United
States, England and all other
“democratic” countries will un-
less prevented, do exactly what
Ttalian and German capitalists
did in order to pérpetuate their
rule. Whoever tells the workers
otherwise is repeating the
treacherous role of Italian and

the way for the victories of Mus-
solini and Hitler,

BIG BUSINESS’ AIMS

The exhaustion of Italian fasc-
ism, after a brief two decades,
demonstrates the blind-alley in
which capitalism has arrived.
Mussolini boasted that he had in-
stituted the most vigorous regime
in history and that he would
restore to Italy her former im-
perial glory. Assuredly, from the
standpoint. of .the capitalists,
Mussolini -did  establish  the
strongest kind of regime, He
never lacked for Dboosters and
admirers, especially in Wall
Street. The kind of “law and
order” he established appears
ideal to all capitalists. And so,
indeed, it .is,

But what happened even under
this ‘“ideal” system? Without
-exaggeration one can say that it
is today the weakest in the
world.

The Italian people are now on
a starvation diet, their food
rations being among the lowest
in Europe, Their economy is com-
pletely - bankrupt. The national
debt, by official admission, has
already reached the astronomic
figure of 315. billion lire. The
capitalist press of Britain and
America insists that the condi-
tions inside Italy are so terrible
that the people are on the verge
of revolution and that the -only
thing that keeps Mussolini in

workers and every vestige of
democracy in the country.

power are Hitler’s bayonets, and

Italian Fascism After
Twenty Years Of Power

There have been many factual
reports relating to conditions in
Italy which bear out this conten-
tion that Mussolini’s regime has
become completely = discredited,
and is heading for collapse \Thxs
is further borne out by the fact
that Mussolini  refrained from
making his customary anniver-~

- sary speech He preferred not to

make himself too conspicuous.
Nor was he the only one, Ac¢cord-
ing to the N. Y. Times of October
29, the secretary of the Italian
Fascist party “warned local
representatives that failure to
wear their party badges will be
severely punished.”

FASCISM EXPOSED

Still another indication of the
exhaustion of Italian fascism is
the low morale of her soldiers.

During the Greek campaign,
for instance, Italian soldiers sing-
ing revolutionary songs, surren-
dered to the Greeks. This report
was substantiated by the official
organ of the German General
Staff,

stripped of all its illusory trap-
pings of vigor, “dynamism,” etc.
The existing condition of Italy is
incontrovertible proof that fasc-
ism instead of retarding, ends
by speeding up the decay of the
capitalist system. The very same
processes of decay but at a dif-
ferent tempo are likewise taking
place in Hitler’s Germany, This
means that not only Italy but all
of Europe is heading toward
revolution. We Trotskyists main-
tain that the only revolutions
possible in Italy and Germany
and in the other European coun-
tries are the socialist revolutions.
The socialist program and the
.struggle for the establishment of
the Socialist United States of
Europe point the only way out

his Gestapo.

for the peop]es of Europe.

‘'By A. ROLAND

Strange are the ways of
politics. The compllcatlons of
the second imperialist war have
exposed, one after the other, all
the contradictions in program
of parties and groups who were
unprepared for its impact. Hit-
ler’s sudden turn on Russia not
only brought a sharp reversal
of Stalinist policies from favor-
ing Hitler to enthusiastic sup-
port of Churchill and Roosevelt.
It also brought confusion to the
ranks of all those who were at-
tempting to identify the Soviet
Union, even under -Stalin, with
Nazi Germany. Social-Democracy
was particularly hard hit in this
respect, In fact, it has mnever
really recovered fully from the
blow, Its function now seems to
be sputtering warnings to the
democratic governments of the
United Nations to beware of

of “democracy.”

The entry of Russia into the
war on the side of England and
the, United States—a shotgun
alliance, it is true—is” not the
only nut too hard for social-
democratic teeth to crack. There
is also the movement for na-
tional freedom in the imperialist
colonies, first and foremost that
of India. The tremendous fer-
ment in the Far East acts ex-
actly like salt applied to an open'
wound so far as the social-im-
perialists are concerned, They
wail plaintively to the -master-
class on the one hand: “Please,
for God’s sake,  have mercy.
Can’t you see what you are doing
to us?” And on the other, they
berate bitterly the Indian na-
tionalist leaders for ‘putting them
on the spot.

HOW THEY GET EVEN

This war is a war of the peo-
ples, say the social-patriots, for-
freedom and liberation, Very
well, say the Indians, we demand
our full freedom. Come see us
after the war is won, says Chur-
chill. Nothing doing, we heard
that before, say the Indian
masses. Why, oh why, must you
bring that up now! say those of
the New Leader. And as the only
way of taking revenge on the
Indian masses for such conduct,
the New Leader proceeds to ex-
pose the present leader of Indian
nationalism, Gandhi,

Needless to say, we hold no
brief for Gandhi. There is
nothing that the New Leader can
tell us about Gandhi that 'we have
~not said in the past. Only, when
we.were pointing out the dangers
of Gandhi-ism for the Indian
masses, the
were placing the halo of saint-
hood about the head of the
Mahatma. .

Stalin, arch- enemy in the camyp’

social-democrats |’

The Social-Democrats
In India’s Struggle

halo. Harry Paxton Howard finds
that Gandhi’s whole philosophy
is reactionary. He tells over the
deeds of Gandhi’s Iife.and finds
that this great leader acted
always to save England. In the
Boer War Gandhi supported Eng-
land, not because he believed in
the justice of its cause, but: “If
we desire to win our freedom and
achieve our welfare as members
of the British Empire, here is a
golden opportunity for us to do
s0 by helping the British with all
the means at our disposal.”
Howatd shows how again and
again  Gandhi performed the

England,

Howard closes his eyes to.the
attitude of the South African
white workers to the Indians and
tries to lay the entire blame on
Gandhi for the separation of the
Indians from these workers, This
was during the work in South
Africa that gave Gandhi his
great reputation. “The illiterate
Indian  workers were thus
brought under Gandhi’s control
and separated from the interna-
tional labor movement,” says
Howard. This helped the South
African government of Smuts.

THE IRONY OF IT

If we quote some of the
phrases of the New Leader, it is
for the purpose of exposing their
uriconscious irony. Howard tries
to show that Gandhi had some
peculiar brand of “nationalism”
which was reactionary and un-
worthy of support by the inter-
national labor movement. The
irony consists for us first of all
in the fact that while Gandhi
was acting against the interests
of the Indian toilers by reconcil-
ing them to British rule, he was
the beloved saint of the social-
democrats, Now that he is ap-
parently unable to sell out the
movement for national freedom
—at least at the moment—he is
denounced as a Japanese agent
and a scoundrel!

But the irony goes’ much
deeper than this. The Howards
denounce Gandhi’s role of the

services of a Gunga Din for

masters, when that is precisely
their own role in the present!
They are completely the lackeys
of the imperialists. It is per-
fectly clear from their attitude
to Gandhi now that the sort of
“freedom” they are fighting for,
demands the continued enslave-
ment of the Indians. This is not
at -all negated by their whining
for some sort of compromise to
save the dangerous situation.
They want a face-saving com-
promise, not any real step
towards Indian national libera-
tion. The very fact of begging
for such a compromise from the
arch-reactionary impverialists is
its own commentary. If mere
begging could have obtained
Indian freedom, it would have
been achieved long ago.

WHAT THEY DEFEND

The social-democrats try to
perform a service for their im-
pendlist masters by picturing the
Indian movement the way the
capitalists picture great strike
struggles, as something fomented

But Gandhi is the merest atom
carried on the crest of a gigantic
social wave. The social-patriots
don’t dare to denounce the long-
suffering Indian masses ‘who
constitute this wave, At least
not directly. They do so indirectly
and lyingly by aiming their
blows through Gandhi. This will
fool no one.

Every cataclysmic. social event
‘exposes political shamsg and
hypocrisies, This war and' the
revolutions which it will engender
serve to etch boldly all the con-
tradictions in the politics of the
social vpatriots. The very title
given by the New Leader to the
articles on Gandhi— “National-
ism and Democracy Clash in
India”—serve to expose the lie.
The nationalism is the progres-
sive nationalism of an oppressed
colony, the “democracy” is the
oppressing democracy of an im-
perialist power. This is the
democracy defended by the New

Leader. We defend the democra-

past in serving the British

cy of the oppressed,
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Why The Bofsse;s
Are Happy About
The New Tax Bill

Mussolini’'s regime now lies

by a handful of wilful agitators.

By WILLIAM F. WARDE

A thory for Big Business

By this time most W01kers have realized how hard
the 1942 tax bill hits their incomes. What they do
not know, because of the conspiracy of silence in the
press, is the flagrant favoritism Congress exhibited
toward the rich and the giant corporations. Says the
Wall Street Journal: “More concern for business was .
shown in thls bill than in ‘any other recent tax
measures.’

Last March Secretary of the Treasury Morgenthau
asked Congress to increase taxes by 7.6 billion dol-
lars. Of this sum, 3.2 billions was to come from
pdditional corporation taxes. In obedience %0 the
proteét of the National Association of Manufacturers,
Congress cut this to less than half, increasing cor-
poration taxes by only 1.5 billions. And $5650,000,000
will be r e t u r n e d to the corporations in poste
war refunds! The “Victory Tax” was imposed upon
everyone earning $12 a week and® over to make up
the difference. The “Victory Tax” is indeed a vxctory
for Big Business.

The Treasury also requested Congress to ehmmate
three special privileges which enable the rich to es-
cape taxation: (1) tax-exempt securities; (2) deduc-

\‘tions for depreciation-on oil, gas and mining prop-
‘erties held by big corporations; and (3) separate re~
turns for*husbands and w1ves Congress not only re- |

fused to plug these loop—holes but even exempted
many metal mines, lumber mills, coal and iron mines
from “excess-profits taxes.

Loopholes for the Capitalists

The possessing classes own 20 billion dollars worth
of_tax-exempt securities, One magnate with a 1940
income of $1,106,300 had $817,400 of it in tax-ex.
empts! A $30-a-week wage-worker can’t escape the
tax collector by putting his salary in tax-exempt
bonds. But a tax-dodging millionaire with over $15,
000 a week from clipping coupons pays nothing at
all, can dine with the President, and contribute to
the Democratic Party’s campaign fund This is call-
ed “equality of sacrifice.”

The new tax bill. co%tams hundreds of “relief pro-
visions” for Big Business. In it nearly every corpo-

ration will find a particular set of provisions to fit‘

its tax-dodging needs. For example, if “a ¢orporas
tion has had a poor profit year in the four-year base
period on which average earnings were previously
calculated, it can substitute a figure representing the
average earnings for the other three years, Corporae
tions whose bonds are selling below Ppar may buy

and retire them from profits without incurring tax .~

liability in so doing. Corporations which derive 75%
of their income from business outside ;ﬂie United

States but in the Western Hemisphere pay no sur~

taxes, Corporations which have to pay ‘higher prlceé
to replace their goods may deduct the" differénce in
caleulating their taxes. But workers cannot deduct
the 30% rise in the cost of living since Augtist 1939
before’ paying: their taxes. Utility companies will
save $18,000,000 a year by deductng: preferred stock
dividends from their surtaxes. ;

Bosses Get “Post-War Relief”’ Now

Full of swindle are the post-war refunds on excess
profits taxes. The giant monopolies are already bene-
fiting from these rebates. The U. S. Steel Corpora-
tion announced last week that it would redeem 30
million dollars of its debentures :at the .end of this
year. “U. S. Steel, therefore, becomes the first major
corporation,” comments the N. Y. Times, “to take

advantage of the 10% post-war relief prov1sxon of the .

revenue act of 1942.”

How, you ask, can a post-war relief provision be
applied today? “The law provides for a refund of
excess profits in an amount equgl to 10% of the
tax paid, and permits such refunds to be used imme-
diately to retire debt.” Debt-ridden workers, how=

ever, cannot get their promised “Vlctory Tax” res-\

funds until years after the war ends.
The Senate Finance Committee which wrote the

final draft of this bill is entirely composed of  mil-

lionaires and ex-corporation lawyers. These polis
tical rascals had not only a class need but a direct
-personal interest in squeezing the poor and sparing
the rich.

“Very Favorable Picture”
For the Bosses ,
*No wonder the U. S, News for October 30 chortles:

“The 1942 Revenue Act is not so hard on income of

corporations, Its underlying policies are rather con-
servative,” and rejoices that net corporation profits
for 1942, after taxes and with refunds “will be about
5% under 1941. . . nearly 25% above 1940. That is
a very favorable picture.” i

After Congress rejected the suggestion that sala-
ries. be legally limited to $25,000 a year, economic
Czar Byrnes issued an edict which professes to limit
salaries to $25,000. This executive order, obviously
designed to. placate the growing anger ‘among the
workers at the privations they will suffer from the
new taxes, is as full éf loopholes as the tax bill itself.

Since it applies: solely to net salaries, and not to
income, coupon-clippers remain untouched by it.‘By
utilizing various special provisions for deductions, a
corporation-executive is still able to receive, accord-
ing to the figures given by the Treasury Department,
itself. at least $67,200 in salary. In reality, the cor-
poration executive can receive many thousands: more
in salaries alone. They ‘can get around even these
limitations by receiving bonuses in stock dlvdeuds, by
reorganizing their corporations as paltnershlps, by .

large expense accounts, etc, But wmkers, whose taxes .

are-deducted before they receive wages, cannot evade:
taxes on their incomes like the bosses.
The new tax bill represents the greatest vxctory‘

to date in the capitalists’ campaign to make the poor :

pay for the war from which they are harvesting -
tremendous profits. This is but the beglnmng The

Treasury is preparing bigger taxes for the commg,
vear. Roosevelt’s tax-collectors will strip the workers .
to their skins before this war is many months older. . .
_Then, they will start to peel off .the skms—-—lf the
workers let them, ‘ N




