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MILITANT’S 2ND CLASS RIGHTS RE

Why We Plan To Contest Walker’s Order

- An Editorial -

Immediately after learning of Post-
master General Walker’s order revoking
the second-class mailing privileges of
The Militant, we issued a statement to
the press announcing our intention of
contesting the order in the courts.

We take this step because we know
that the only “crime” which our paper
has committed is to tell the truth, sober-
ly and consistently, about the great so-
cial, political and economic questions
that concern tlfe working people, There
are powerful forces in the ruling circles
of this country — profiteering indus-
trialists, enemies of the labor movement
and racial equality, native fascists —
who consider it “seditious” to speak the
truth about their activities, and there
are bureaucrats in the administration
who want to use the war for the purpose
of stifling all criticism of their policies

and practices. Against them and all their
weapons of peisecution, we are prepared
to fight to the very end to prevént the
truth from being suppressed.

We challenged the postal authorities,
and Attorney “General Biddle who insti-
gated the attack upon our paper, to prove
the falsity of any of the statements
which they cited as “objectionable.”
Their answer was given by Post Office
Attorney W, C. O’Brien, who made the
argument for revoking our mailing privi-
leges at a Post Office hearing held in
Washington on Jan. 21. He said: “We
are not concerned here with questions
of truth or falsity. It does not make any
difference if everything The Militant

said-is true.”

Havmg‘ set the wheels of repression

going against us, Attorney General Bid-
dle retired into silence, not daring to
take up our challenge. And Postmaster
General Walker discreetly’ followed his

example, refraining, in his order revok-
ing ‘our second-class privileges, from
even mentioning the very central ques-
tion of whether the articles he regarded

as cause for his order were true or false.

Their silence can be interpreted only as
an admission that they cannot success-
fully accept our challenge.

A second reason why we plan to ap-
peal the Walker order is that we regard
it as an infringement on freedom of the
press. The issue in this case is whether
a labor newspaper has the right to voice
criticisms of the administration’s domes-
tic 'and foreign policies, or whether the
Bill of Rights is to be violated.

If the exercise of our right to criticize
can result in’ the cancellation of The
Militant’s second-class mailing rights —
without which the average newspaper’s
very existence is threatened — then
what is to prevent the authorities from
taking the same measures against other

papers which exercise their constitution-
al and democratic rights?

We have not forgotten what happened
in World War I, when civil liberties and
democratic rights were most flagrantly
violated in the name of a struggle

“against “sedition” by the Attorney Gen-

eral and Postmaster General of that
time. Nor have we failed to note that
Postmaster General Wallace’s order on
The Militant leans heavily for its au-
thority on the precedent of his World
War I predecessors, Not to contest his
order would be to leave the door open

- for 4 repetition of that same kind of

red-baiting and witch-hunts.

The fight to regain The Mlhtant’
second-class mail privileges is a fight
not only to protect its right to advocate
socialist ideas, but also to prevent the
spread of fascist-like suppressions of la-
bor and minority groups. We call on all
anti-fascists to support us both morally
and financially in this fight,

Standley Talks Designed To

By Felix Morrow

Admiral William H. Standley’s criticisms directed against the Soviet
government Monday must be understood as the latest expression of the de-
mand of the capitalist class for new and more binding commitments from the

Soviet Union.

v

Force Soviet Commitments

llMW Attack ‘Little 8tee|’
Formula, Seek $2 Pay Rlse

~Whether-Washington did -or did not know what the admiral-ambassa- |- -

dor was going to say is immaterial. Under-Secretary of State Welles’ state-

ment that Standley had spoken without prior consultation with ‘Washington
was the least that could have been expected at this stage of U. S.-Soviet nego-
tiations. Welles would say no more, he stated, until he had seen the text of

Standley’s remarks;
dissociation from Stand-
ley’s remarks could hard-
ly have been more gentle.

Meanwhile, for 15 hours
prior to Welles’ press con-
ference, Standley’s critic-
al remarks about the So-

viet government had gone
over press wires and radio, leav-
ing the indelible impression of
sharp friction between the “dem-
ocracies” and the Soviet Union.
. Whatever differences exist be-
tween those © represented by
Standley and those for whom

his’

Welles or Roosevelt speak are
merely differences of opinion con-
cerning the best immediate tac-
tics to be used in pressing the
Soviet ‘government to comply
with Washington - London ‘de-
mands. Both Standley and Roose-
velt agree on-the fundamental ob-
jective they are seeking as
against the Soviet government.

STANDLEY’S DOUBLE-TALK

What they and the entire capi-
talist class of the “democracies”
want is not to be found in the
actual remarks made by Standley.
Those remarks aré typical of the
usual double-talk of capitalist,
diplomacy. The specific com-
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King George Gets A Bright
Idea - Now Let’s Expand It

LONDON, March 3 (AP). — King George 'has be-
come a part-time worker in a war factory, stand-
ing at a bench two nights a week turning out preci-
sion ’i)arts. He “clocks in” at 6 P. M.; wearing over-
alls and leaves about 8:30 P. M, His foreman says
“clever with his hands.”
Within a week he was pronounced

Hurrah for King George Windser!
a wonderful idea, which is capable of considerable expansion.
Why should he work shifts of only two and a half hours?
And why only two nights a week? What else is he doing that’s
of any use to anybody? The world can easily dispense with
his signature on papers, his pinning medals on war crip-

It took George Windsor only a week to be pronounced
That’s fine — lots of others can
do likewise. All the coupon-clippers, front-office chairwarm-
ers, boards of directors, labor relations
Dics Committee investigators
men, government propagandists,
all the other parasites — put them all to work!

Of course they wouldn’t like it, but they’d be daing use-
ful work for the first time in their lives, and there are enough
of them to case up the manpower shortage.

By keeping them busy they’d be out of harm’'s way. No
time to think up ways and means of chopping down the
Too busy to sit on their moneybags, which
could be uscd to pay for this war.

The night clubs of course would have to close, and cock-
tail parties would be at an end, and — rich wives and lady
friends also being put to work — the Fifth Avenue fur and
dress salons would be empty. But not a single thing of use
to the people would be lost if the upper

Hurrah for George Windsor!
which we ought to expand until there isn’t a smgle parasite

His first lesson

I'le has started on

“experts,” time-study
, poll-tax Congress-

industrial “statesmen” and

7

lasses» were put

Hc has started something

plaints he voiced were in no way
the real issues. They were sim-
ply the immediate pretext for
making clear that friction was
growing between the Anglo-
American bloc and the Soviet
Union.

His complaint that the Soviet

press was not reporting Amer-
ican “aid” was refuted by Chair-
man Bloom of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, who cited
from the Soviet press “very full
reports of American military as-
sistance,” including publication
of Lend-Lease Administrator
Stettinius’ reports, Churchill and
Roosevelt speeches referring to
American and British shipments
to the Soviet Union, ete.
The fact is that the  Soviet
press, under orders from the
Kremlin, says more for Anglo-
American aid than is felt by the
Red Army and the Soviet masses,
For example, at the time of the
North African invasion, Stalin
hailed it saying it “radically
changes the political and war sit-
vation in Europe in favor of the
Anglo - American - Soviet coali-
tion,”

THE AMOUNT OF AID .

Far sharper than any statement
from the Soviet Union was Lord
Beaverbrook’s characterization of
Anglo-American aid as “par-
simonious” and his estimate that
“since the Russians opened their
winter offensive they had captured
more tanks ax}d aircraft from the

(Continued on page 2)

Bulletin

Natalia Trotsky
Seriously i

March 9. —
very sorry to have to report that
it today received the news from
Mexico that Natalia Sedov Trot-
sky, widow of Leon Trotsky, is
gravely ill. ‘

The telegram containing this
information stated only that this
heroic and life-long fighter in the
revolutionary labor movement
had been stricken by an infection
and-heart trouble, and was under
the care of a specialist. Next
week’s issue will carry further

information,

The Militant is

As the United Mme Workers
entered mnegotiations with the
operators this. week for a §2
per day wage boost covering
450,000 bituminous coal miners
all signs pointed to a direct
clash with the War Labor
Board which has clearly indi-
cated -its intention of denying
any 'pay rise which would vio-
late its “Little Steel” formula.
Since the miners have previously
recelveq( the 15% rise over Jan.
1941 levéls, considered pelm1s51ble
by the WLB formula, ‘there seems
little chance that the WLB will
grant the miners’ demands.

The intention of the WLB to
deny workers’ demands for pay
increases to meet the skyrocketing
cost of living, was made clear last
week in the decision handed down
in the eight month old case of the
West Coast aircraft workers. The
majority of the ‘“public” and the
employer representatives on the
Board banded together to deny
the wage raises asked by the work-
ers and to grant only token
boosts ranging from 4 to 7 cents
per hour. Most of these increases
were confined to so-called “in-
equality” cases and failed to rise
any category of wages up to levels
of income demanded by health
and decency standards. :

AIRCRAFT DECISION
The Boeing Aircraft employees

{in Seattle, members of the Inter-

national Association of Machinists,
AFL, received 4% cents per hour,
half of the southern California
aircraft workers in “sub-standard”’
categories received 7% cents per
hour, but the great majority of
the 230,000 workers involved were
denied any general rise in pay.

i By JOHN-BATES — - e

i g

Labor members of the WLB,
who, with “publie¢” member Wayne
L. Morse wrote a minority report;
charged that the decision had been
dictated by-Economic Stabilization
Director James F. Byrnes. Byrnes
had previously announced that he
intended to “hold the line” against
wage increases which violate the
“Little Steel” yardstick.

The Boeing decision was a

direct warning to the miners that
the government would deny their
demands for the $2 pay boost.
John L. Lewis, president of the
UMW, has challenged the WLB
authority on this issue and an-
nounced ‘that the UMW would con-
tinue its fight for the increase.
" Speaking on March 3 before the
Tri-District convention of the
UMW held in Scranton, Pa., Lewis
assailed the WLB, the OPA and
the economic stabilizer, James
Byrnes, as constituting “a court
packed against labor.” He charged
that the “Little Steel” formula
was designed ‘“to fatten industry
and starve the worker.”

LEWIS’ SPEECH

H
“For every ten billion dollars
spent by the government on war

materials and supplies,” said
Lewis, “there is a billion dollars
in profit for corporations.

“I challenge any one to deny
that industry and finance under
our government’s policy are guar-
anteed against the high cost of
production, the high cost of liv-
ing, and a profit on top of that.”

In announcing that he intended
to disregard the War Labor Board
in the fight for decent wages,
Lewis said, “I doubt whether the
workers will want me to place

(Continued on p#ge 3)

Revokes Rights

FRANK C. WALKER

On Jan. 1§ Postmaster General
Frank C. Walker - was elected
chairman of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. in Chicago.

After . the election . was over,
Walker: made a speech in: which
he declared:

“The very foundation of a dem-
ocracy is the opportunity’ afford-
»d its people to determine the w111
‘of the majority by ‘an open de-'
bate, by confhct of opinion, by
criticism.” ;

On Mar. 3 Walker signed Post
Office Order No. 20260 revoking
the second ¢lass mailing rights of
The Militant, whose only “crime”
is ‘that it has sought, “by an open
debate, by conflict of opinion, by
criticism,” to win the majority ¢f{"

.the people. to its socialist. 1deas. 1
~ In the terms of his own speech

in Chicago, Walker’s Order No.
20260 is a blow against “the very
foundation of a democracy.”

C. P. Denou need
For Plan to Bring
Back the Speedup

Report WLB Will
Soon Start Drive
To Extend Speedup

By PHILIP BLAKE

The Communist Paxty has
become such a leactlonary force
in the Jabor movement that it
is now subject to justified. cri-
ticism by the conservative
union leaders — from the. left.

Several months ago, when the
ever-rising cost of living result-
ed in increasing demands for
wage increases,: the  Stalinists
worked out a “program”- design-
ed to keep their members from
coming into direct and open con-
flict with the workers’ demands
and thus being discredited and
isolated. As presented by Earl
Browder and later amplified by
the Stalinist press, this program,
termed a “wage incentive plan,”
boiled down to ‘nothing more or
less - than the speedup, and the
Stalinists within the unions have
been clamoring for its universal
adoption ever since.

‘I York without any delay and with-
‘| out first having been examined in

: authorities that “for the present,

|issues and’ one December

Be Challenged

Meanwhile Publication’ Will Continue and
Be Sent by U. S. 3rd-and 4th-Class Mail

The attack on the mailing rights of The Militant,
initiated last November by Attorney General Biddle :
climaxed this week by an
administrative decree of Postmaster General Frank
C. Walker, revoking the second-class mailing pr1v1-

and the Post Office, was

‘leges of this paper.

ton on March 7, was the

speech and free press.

order in the courts and
seek to regain its second
class rights, the loss of
which makes it exceeding-
ly difficult for a nation-
ally-dlstrlbuted ~ newspa-

The Militant will continue

to be published, presenting its
socialist views on the problems

Ilecree Threatening Paper To

In The courts *

Walker’s ruling, listed in the records as Post Of-
fice Order No. 20260 and made public in Washing-

administration’s first def-

initive denjal of democratic rights to an anti-fascist
labor paper in World War II. The order itself plain-
ly indicates that the Postmaster General based his
decision on opinions upheld in World War I by the
reactionary judges who utilized the war hysteria to
suppress' scores of labor papers — opinions which
still stink in the nostrils of all advocates of free

Immedlalely after the Walker order was made
publlc, The Militant announced to the press that it
'was going to challenge the®

delivered after long delays, a,n& ,
the March isstie, deposited a week
ago, has still not been released.
During the first week in January
The Militant was notified by the
Solicitor’s Office ¢f the Postmaster
General in Washington to show
cause why its second-class mailing
privileges should not be revoked.

o J 1" /Accompanying the show cause
R?"*""Peraté ‘Meéan wehiile | ordeir-wers 27 exderpts from" THe

Militant which were cited by the

(Continued on page 2) -

facing -the people, and will be
dispatched to its subscribers
through the U. 8. mails as third—
and fourth-class matter, which is
much more expensive than second-
class mail.

STATUS OF ‘LABOR ACTION’

It was also learned this week

December the' newspaper, Labor
Action, was dispatched from New

Washington.

The publishers of Labor Action
have been notified by the postal
likewisc be

future issues will

dispatched.”

ATTACK BEGAN NOV, LAST

The Post Office
with The Militant
November, after the appearance
of the Nov. 7 issue and simultane-
ously with. the U. S. invasion of
North Africa.

Without any notification or ex-
planation, the New York postal
authorities took over the issues of
the paper as they were deposited
for delivery, and held them while
officials in Washington e}\ammed
their contents.

-After delays ranging
weeks, three of

interference
began last

up to two
the November
issue
were.ordered destroyed. The others
were finally delivered. ]
In becember the Post Office also
interfered with the delivery of
the Trotskyist monthly magazine,
Fourth International. The Decem-

(Continued on page 2)

ber issue was destroyed; the
January and February issues were

Unions Help in
Kelly Postal Gase

contributions to the Kelly Pos-
Jthat for the first time since last| ty]

Rights Defense Committee re-
ported this week. The unions
were:

Amalgamated Clothing Workers, .
CIO, Minn,

ers, CIO, El Cerrito, Calif.

mittee is conducting the drive to
raise monéy for the legal expens- .
es involved in the appeal to ‘the
Minnesota Supreme Court of the
-.conviction of Kelly Postal, Secre-
tary-Treasurer of Local 544-CIO,
At the instigation of AFL. Team-
sters’ President Daniel J. "Tobin,
Postal was framed up on the.
charge of
funds, although he had merely
executed the wish of Local 544’s
membership to transfer their lo-
cal funds from the AFL to the
CIO.

case, written by the noted au-
thor, James T. Farrell,
found on Page 3 of this issue.

friends of civil liberties are urged
to send contributions for Kelly
Postal’s
Rights Defense Committee at 160
Fifth Ave., New York City.

"Three more unions have sent

Defense Fund, the Civil

Sacramento CIO Council, Calif.
Twin Cities Joint Board of the
Local 560, United Auto Worke

The Civil Rights Defense Com-

“embezzling” union

The story of the Kelly Postal

will be

All

labor organizations . and

defense to the = Civil:

HENRYK ERLICH

Stalm S Murder Of Erlich And Alter

In the midst of our rejoicing at the Soviet victories comes the news that

Stalin, by the murder of two anti- fascist labor leaders, has given the reactionaries

new weapons against the Soviet Union.

Despite our fundamental political differ-

ences with Hcm)k Erlich and Victor Alter, leaders of the Jewish Socialist Feder-
ation of Poland, we brand as a vicious frameup the Stalinist claim that these
Polish labor leaders were agents of the Nazis.

HEAR THE TRUTH ABOUT THESE MURDERS. ATTEND THE LhLTURh BY

ALBERT GOLDMAN

Attorney for Leon Trotsky—Noted Labor Lawyer

SUNDAY, MARCH 14, AT 8 P. M,
116 UNIVERSITY PLACE

Auspices:

corner 13th Street, N. Y, C.

QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION
New York School of Social Science

E}

SUNDAY OPEN FORUM

VICTOR ALTER
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A Short History
0f ‘The Militant’

By HELEN RUSSELL

Our first article described the
creation of The Militant in re-
‘sponse to the needs of the newly-
formed‘ Trotskyist movement. In
its first stage The Militant was
primarily a theoretical . organ,

o t’ioh of ‘the Létt' Opposition’ agalnst
' the Stahnist bureaucraoy The

ever, sobn presented a’ new historic
taskthe fight azdinst the rising

power of fascism, above all in
Germany.,

The Mtlttant alone; clearly
showed from' the beglnnmg what
fascism was and how to fight it.
It ‘did" not minimize the’ threat
fastisin was—as did’ the Stalinists
—nor hide its head from the
danger—as did the Social Demo-
crats. The Militant pointed out
that the world wide depression’ of
1929 had" plunged- capitalism into’
a permanent crisis from whieh it
wds" not able to recover. Capital:
ism, weak and tottermg, in a
désperate attempt to stabilize
jtself, walg resorting miotre and]
more to its only remammg method’
“yigKed foree against the working
class: Socialism' or fascism was|
the question on the order of the
day for the working class.

-_The' Trotskyists, above all’ 6thers
00, - realized that the German
vents would influence the fate of
ths workers everyWhere for many
years to come. In its analyses of
the palliamentary election returns
The: Militant pointed out that no

t

mere leglslatrve sklrmishcs were |-

: occurring‘ bt rather the struggle’
for power betweén the working|
class and tne capitallst rulers wos
being dored’ with’ knifelike sharp-
nés§. In numerous articles the
~Dbaper warned that a victory of
fasc¢ism’ would be a’ terrible blow
to the workers and increase the
likelihood of war against the
Soviet Union.

Leon’ Trotsky’s great works of
that period were a weekly feature
of The Militant. Later many of
these articles were collected to
form such' books and pamphlets
as,“Gerniany—the Key to the In-
terndtional Question,” “What
N t"———Vltal Questlons for the
German Proletariat,” “The Only

oad,” ete., issued by Pioneer
Publishers:

The task of rousmg the workers
to the danger of fascism and or-
ganizmg them into a united front
to .defeat it was the tremendous
job of The Militant of the 1930-34
years. As the tempo of the Ger-
man events quickened and the
crisis grew more serlous, . The
. Militant, responding to its revelu:
tionary task, came out three times
a week.

Not' only capitalism* was’ dying;
The. Militant pomted out, but also
h parties and programs tied to
ca tallsm The Socidl-Democrats
for" years had bdsed themselves
on’ the’ mamtenance of the' status
gquo and dbove. all’ wanted' peace
and order while they collected the
crumbs tossed to them by their
""""" Their pas-
siV1ty and policy of class-collabora-
tion, paralyzed the working class
who_had. depended uponr them for
leadership

Unfortunately, the only other
mass party in the leadershlp of
the Worklng clags was the Stahn-
ist In thexr “Third Perlod” ad-
nturlsm however, they sue-
ed only in, 1solat1ng themselves
the German masses . by

Thus they were' unable to etfect
a united front of the German
‘working class . agaxnst fascism,
which, as The Mtlita’nt repeatedly
pointed out was the only effective
means’ of ﬂghtlng fascism. The
Gérnian’ workers’ organizations,
lacking the necessary revolutlortary
l‘e‘a‘dérshlp, Were smashed to pieces
under the blows of Hitler's' gangs.
While ths’ betrayers of the
" strugple’ for soetialism mdy Have
'ignored the trué anti-fascist pro-
gram Hitler recogmzed the threat
of: the friternational revolutionary
sociahst message. As’ early as
April’ 1929, after Trotsky had
applied’ in' vain' to' the Weimar
Republic’ for 4 visa, Hitler’s]
Volkische Beobachter declared:
“In the city of Germany where
this mfamons fellow (’l‘rotsky)
~may have the nerve to ‘take the
cure,’ the National Socialist Labor
Party (N izis) will look after the

scoundrel who‘has made a‘gigantlc
corpse ' facl ry_out of Russia will
lose both' hedririg and sight.” (V.
Y Ttmes Apr 21, 1929.)

In the same Way, apparently,
Biddle nd hls Post’ Ofﬁce as-
sociated’ want us to lose' our voice
as well.

: worklng clagy, the Third Inter-
national demonstrated its final

and utter bankruptcy Reallzmg
this, the Trotskyrst movement set

. of articles dealing wnth the his-

tory of The Militant since its in-
" ception in' 1928. The third will
be printed next week.)

y ’

d’éy'otedf to' publishlng* the’ docu-

(Continued from page 1) °

enemy than they had: got from the
U. S. and Britain in the past 20
months.” (N. Y. T’tmcs, Feb. 4,

1943))

One can safely assume that the
Red Army, knowing the limited
diversion -of Nazi strength créa-
ted by the North African inva-
sion," did: not' share Stahns ful-

niasses in comparlson ‘to their tet-
rible; sacrifices!

the Soviet masses, Stalin cannot
go too far in exaggeratmg the
actual scope and value of nglo~
American shipments to the Soviet
Union. Moreoveér, confronted by
growing: diplomatlc pressure ‘from
the' “democracies;” and’ by no
means certain that they will
strike a bargain, he’ must attempt
to rally his forces for difficult
days ahead- by eémphasizing the
extent to which the victories of
the Red' Army were won by its |
own efforts, .

Even' so, Admlral Standley
quickly got satisfaction on his
specific complamt when, a day
later, the" Moscow radio’ broad:

aid. But that was not what

icomplaint. was simply his device
for emphasizing the friction with

préssure on Was'hmgton and Lon-
don to move faster in pressing
‘Stalin' for gusrantees,

FINLAND AND' POLAND

T h e immediate’ gudardntees

sought' probably concern Finland.
As the principal press spokes-
men for American capitalism
have been indicating for weeks,
they want guarantees that if
Finland" will' make pesce it will
receive “honorable” terms.
_In plain English this means
that, even though entry of the
Red Army and Navy into Finland
would lead to heavy blows against
Nazi bases in Norway and Nazi
iron ore shipments from Sweden,
the Red forces should not enter
Finland,

The dispute over Finland is
growing sharper as the Red Army
successes make ever more likely
2’ Nazi retreat in the north which
would separate- the Nazi front
from the Finnish front and put
a' Soviét invasion of Finland on
the agenda,

If the immediate dlspute is
over Finland; the same issue
arises also for what was former-
ly Eastern Poland, as theé Red
Army reaches the upper Dnieper
River,

The dlspute is not merely over
the post-war boundaries of . the
Soviet Union. Much more is in-
volvéd. It is a dispute between
the nationalized property, prod-
uct of the October revolutlon on
which the Soviet Union is based,
and the fundamentally different
system of capitalist private prop-
erty of the “democracles.”

As the Red Army nears Fin-
land and Poland, the cap1talists
remember what happened when
the Red Army was advancing in
Eastern Poland: in 1939 and in
Bessarabia in 1940. Ag the Red
Army approached, the workers
and' poor péasants arose in a
revolutionary wave, No matter
how ecautiously, the Kremlin, in
order to incorporate those terri-
tories, into the USSR, was coni-
velled to call upon the masses to

the factorxes, .peasants’ commit-
tees to seize the land provxsxbnal

In the face of this attitude of |

cast a’ full report on lend-lease‘

Standley was really seeking: His'

'thé’ Soviet' Union and for putting | i atteit

form workers’ committees to seize’

USSR

administrations to arrest thet
landlords, capitalists and pohce,
ete,

Later, of couxse, the Kremlln
proceeded to stifle the initiative
of the workers and peasants and
to gather all power into the hands
of the Stalinist bureaucracy. But
that did not change the class
character of the revolutionary ex-
‘propriations. The contagmus ef-
fect of these expropriations’ was'
‘| limited in' 1939-40, ‘when' Europe

and theie were still-intact bour-
geoxs armies in' Finland; Ruma-
‘nid}: Yugoslavia, Bulgiria, Greece,
e”td.

But now, if the Red Army con-
tinues to advance? Stalin wants
no European revolution, but the
“infection” may spread against
his will. Unlike Stalin and his
bureaucracy, we can bé sure that
the Red Army soldiers and the
Soviet masses would- like nothing
better than the extension of the
Ofctober revolution,

It is this situation, oné fraught
with mortal danger to world ¢api-
talism,; which is preoccupymg
Washmgton and London. Precise-
ly because so much is at stake,
differences’ of of inion over tacti-
¢al questions within the’ bourgeors
camp’ are likely to lead to miich
explosions’ as* Admiral Standleys
statem nt in Moscow. He is an-
vith his class’ brothers for
ré to move ay’ rapldly
1y as he thinks is
and his statement was
to’ forde their hand.

Roosevelt, on the other hand,
is'séeking to secure the obJectlves
which he has in common with
Standley through an dgreement
with Stalin. Through Wallace’s
speech — made the same day as
Standley’s statement — Roose-
velt assures Stalin that they
should’ be" able to come to an
agreement.

But Wallace also warns Stalin
that U, S.-Soviet “war would be
inevitable if Russia should again
embrace the Trotskyist idea of
fomenting world-wide revolution”
—that is, Stalin must come to an
agreement with Washington
rigidly limiting the territories to
be incorporated into the Soviet
Union and, if expropriations in
those territories inspire the mass-
es to revolt in the rest ‘of Europe,
Stalm must help the “democra-
cies” crush th@se revolutions.

While holding out hope for an
agreement, Wallace leaves the
way open for a new amalgam

did during the Hitler- Stalin pact.
“Thig phllosophy” of Marxism,
he says, “in some ways is the
‘child of Prussianism, because
Marx, its high priest, was mold-
ed in his thinking by Hegel, the
great philosopher of the Prussian
State. Marxianism has used the
Cheka, Just as Pruss1amsm has
used the Gestapo. . .” °

THE BASIC DISPUTE

The present disputes between
the “democracies” and the Soviet
government may be resolved for
a time, Stalin may give them
satisfactory guarantees on Fin-
land and Poland in return for
secondary concessions,

But the basic cause of the dis-
pute — the fundamental antagon-
ism betweén the systems of pri-
vate property and nationalized
property — ,cannot be resolved.
Sooner or later one or the other
—_ capltahsm or the foundations
of socialism — must prevail.

Ini that struggle, today as well
as tomibrrow, all cliss-conscious
workers stand with the Soviet
Union® against the capitalist
world, regardless of what Stalin

does or does not do.

An audience of 100 people
heard E R. Frank speak on “La-
bor and the Second World War”
last Sunday evening at the Sun-
day Open Forum sponsored by the
New York School of Social Sci:
ence, F’rank spoke. in place of the
well- -known Northwest labor lead-
‘er V. R. Dunne, who Was sched-
uled to speak but was' unabie' to’
dppear because of illness:

Going back to a discussion of
the first World War, Frank
showed How labor had enthusiast-
tically suppdrted the professed
aims of the Wilson administra-
tion as summar1zed in the famous
14 points. In the perlod follow-
ing the war, the masses became

that the war had not been fought
for democracy and freedom but,
as Wilson himself put it, “for
commercial supremacy.”

In the present war, Frank point-
ed out, labor once again supports
the administration, which asserts
that it is fighting for the “four
freedoms” and against fascism.
This time, however, the workers'
are suspicious of the aims df the
capitalists and at each new stage
oppose the concrete war measures
of the Roosevelt government ‘such
as wage and job-fréezing, high

taxes and rising prices.

disillusioned 4§ it became’ cléar|

E. R.« Fra'nk Dlscusses
Labor In World War Il

Frank analeed the' role of the
War Labor Boald in’ stlfllng the
union’ movemseiit and in trying to
make it ineffective. He' pointed
out that the only way labor can
find an answer to the problem of
‘overcoming the influence of gov-
ernment bodies is by demanding
‘the immediate. _resignation of un-
ion members from thé WLB' and
standing on it§ own feet inde-
pendently of government control.

During the question and discus-
sion period, Frank took up the
current role in the labor move-
‘ment of the Stalimsts who oc-
cupy the extreme right wing and
wlio are willing to'give up all the
workers’ gains in favor of increas-
ed production based upon the
piece-work system The role of

|- John L, Lew1s today also was ex-

dmined and discussed.

Finally, iti answer to a question
regarding the prospects for a na-
tion-wide Independent Labor Par-
ty, Frank showed how the possi-
bilities for such- a' party were
’becommg real' ahd that the
unions, if they" wished to survive
and contmue to represent the pro-
gressive movement of the work-
‘ers, would have .to énter the poli~
tical arena under their own ban-

ner.

was still dommated by the Nazis; |
“beératron Fronts” - Y
'slavia: and other countries "in ot

identifying fascism and the S¢-4
viet Union, as the “democracies”.|

‘Postmaster

By JOHN G. WRIGHT

The Stalinist intervention in
Yugoslavia is an .integral part
of a far broader and deep going
stratéegy, and can be fully un-

:derstood only in, this light.

In close connection with the
in Yugo-

Nazi-oecupied Europe the
Krémlin' has set up an extreme-
ly elaborate and rigidly con-
trolled apparatus. An organiz-
ation designated as “The All-
Slav Rally” — or “Conference”
or ”Congress " as it is variously
known — is the most important
and imposing part of Stalin’s
latest .bmeaucratlc construction,
with headquarters in Moscow.
‘This' “Rally” met-for the first
time on August 10 and 11, 1941,
that is,” at the height’ of the first
Nazi offensive which ecarried to

and Moscow itself. At about the
same time Churclull and Roos-
evelt were meetlng somewhere oh
the High seas in order to plan
their own war strategy and
“eight point program.”

THE RALLY’S APPEAL

The primary task of the All-
Slav Rally was to organize a sec-
ond front in Hitler’s rear. This
task was ostensibly accompllshed
by the adoption of an appeal “to
the oppressed Slav peodple of Eu-
rope to rise against Hitlet” pre-
sented in the name of a novelist,
Alexei Tolstoy and solemnly adopt-
ed by -the assembled gathering,
which Moscow dispatches char-
acter1zed as a’ “great rally of re-
presentatlves of all Slavs.” The
appeal and the Rally were widely
publicized.

Within a-~fortnight the official
Russian press and all its agencies
abroad were featuring inspired
dispatches, centering round Yug-
oslavia, of which the following—
from Istanbul, is a

Turkey —
model:
“The Serb and Montenegrin

peoples have been stirred into ac-

held in Moscow, it has been
learned here (that is, in Instan-
bul, not Moscow). That rally
attended - by representatives -of

the very outskirts of Leningrad

tion by the recent All-Slav Rally

Militant’s Second
Class Mail
Rights Revoked

(Continued from page 1)

authorities as “objectionable.” The
excerpts attacked Big Business,
criticized administration policies
such as Jim Crowism and the
Darlan deal, and advocated a
Workers’ and Farmérs’ Govern-
ment as the only solution to the
problems of war, fascism, unem-
ployment and racial discrimina-
tion.

THE WASHINGTON
HEARING

The hearing on the charges was
held in Washington on Jan. 21,
while President Roosevelt was in
North Africa meeting -with the
fascist Darlan’s successor, Giraud.
At the hearing it was established
that the proceedings against the
paper had been instigated by At-
torney General Biddle, who had
also initiated the infamous Min-
neapolis frameup trial of Trotsky-
ist and CIO leaders.

Post Office Atty. O’Brien in-
troduced an additional 78 excerpts
from the paper as evidence and
demanded the revocdtion of its
mail rights on the ground that the
effect of reading it might persuade
some individual not to enlist.

Albert Goldman, attorney for
The Mthtant answered this’ argu-
ment by showing that it could’ be
used to revoke the mail rights of
every paper that criticized a gov-
erniment official, because all such
criticisms might have the effect-
ing of persuading someone not to
enlist. Osmond K. Fraenkel, repre-
senting the  American Civil
Liberties Union at the hearing,
declared that the moves against
this paper constituted “the gravest

threat to freedom of the press

that has thus far arisen’in this
war.”

The hearing was conducted by
three Post Office officials assigned
to the task by the Postmaster

‘General. On Feb. 15 these officials

submitted their finding and recom-
mendations to the Postmaster
General, who was authorized to
make the final decision in the
case,.

On March 3 the Postmaster Gen-
eral signed Post Office Order
20260 revoking the paper’s second-
class rights. The order was not
made public until March 7. The
General spent the
period between these two dates
vigiting ¢ the White House,
participating in the celebration

of the tenth anniversary of Demo-

cratic Party rule in Washington,
and setting the publicity ball

rolling for a fourth term.

‘All Slav Rally’ Created by Kremlin to -
Further Its Aims in Europe and America

leading Slav peoples and urging
Slay unity agamst oppression, is"
known about’ throughout the
Balkans ...

“Wlthm Yugoslavia itself, 1esist-
ahte’ to the Nazi' drmy of occupa:
doubled and quadrupled. The
!Montenegrins replied to the ap:
peal of the All-Slav Rally with
militant action . . .

“A wave of meetings are sweep-
ing throughout Slovakia ... The

speakers called for all the Slovaks

to unite and together with the
Russians, Ukrainians, Byelorussi:
ans, Czechs, Poles and other Slav
peoples, fight for the liberty of all
the Slavs.” (Daily Worker, Aug:
24, 1941). .

Within two months Mo&cow re-
ported:

“The guerilla warfare in Po-'

land and Yugoslavia is incrédsing

and the anti-German movement in |

Czechoslovakla is' extending far
and wide. A’ conference of lead-

ers of gueulla dbtachments of

Serbia, Croatia, SIOVenia, Bosnia_

Herzegovina, Macedonia, Voyvdina'|,

and Montenegro was held recent-
ly in Bosnia mountains.,” (Daily
Worker, Oct. 26, 1941). Yugoslavxa
presented the most fertile field of
operatron
TIES WITH THE KREMLIN
But the Rally and
d1d not quite Work these miracles
alohe. These swift deve”lopments
can be 1nterpreted correctly only
by taking into atcouiit the work-
ings behind the scene of Stalin’s
world wide and colossal machine.
And this is all the more easily
done’ since the Stalinists’ either
have forgotten or have’ chosen to
ignore” their original elaim that
the All-Slav Rally - actually ini-
tiated guerilla activity and in

. partlcular brought about the uni

ficdtion of Partisan forees in Yug-
oslavia. One Albert Popovich now
writes in the current March issue
of The Communist:

““In the middle of August, 1941,
inspired by fthe great struggles
of the Soviet people and the All-
Slav Conference in Moscow, a
National Partisan Conference was
held in Bosnia which organized
a central leadership‘of the armed
forces of the People’s TUnited
Front for the liberation of Yugo-
slavia from Hitler.”

This is far closer to the truth.
It constitutes a semi-official con-
firmation of the close connection
between the “All-Sldv Conference”
(that is, the Kremlin) and the
Yugoslav Partisans (that is, the
Kremlin’s Yugoslav agency). More-
over we get here a verification of
the fact that the simultaneous
formation—by the middle of

,pubhclzed are figureheads

‘August 1941—of these two lead-
mg bodles—one in Bosnia and the
other in’ Moscow——leplesent two

dlfferent organlzatxonal forms
servmg one and the same policy.
The very locat1on of the All-
Slav Rally in Moscow is sufficient
ev1dence that it is carefully hand-
picked and Stalinist-controied
from top to bottom. There is no
lack, however, of additional proof.
ADDITIONAL PROOF
Virtually the same individuals
that were selected in August 1941
remain at its head today. Most
prominent are of course’ the 25
members of its Central Executive

Committee which bears the title
of “The All-Slav Committee.”

The Chairman of this executive
body is' a Red Army general,
Alexander Gundorov. Several other
representatives of the Red Army
serve on the Committee, whose
first Vice-Chairman is A. Kor-
nelchuk a member of the Sitpreme
‘Council of the USSR and closely
connécted with the General Staff
‘of the Red Army.

Among' the’ other viece- -chairmen

-lare huch notable Stallnlst stooges |

as Zdenko Najedlich, Professor of
‘Pragiie University, and Bozhidar
Maslarich, Professor of Belgrade

: ‘UniVerslty;
its appeal(

Among the executive decretaries
are Stalinist functionaries like

J:Anatole Lavrentiev and Vladimir

Osmlmn Another secretary, Juro
Salay is & paid flutkey.
Still other eminent members of

|'the Committee are literary lights

from’ Alexei Tolstoy, the Russian
‘noveliét, and the less Kknown
Yugoslav poet, Rodule Stijensky
down to such GPU hacks as Ivan
Regent, a Slovenian journalist
now invested with’ the title “Slo-
verian political leader.” Equally
like
Drhitri Viakhov, “Macedonia’ poli-
tical leader”; Timofei Gorbunov,
“Byelorussian political leader;”
Ferdinand Kozovsky, “Bulgarian
political leader,” etc. etc.

The arena of activity of the All-
Slav Rally is by no means limited
to Yugoslavia and continental
Europe but extends to England
and .beyond: Canada, Australia,
South America ‘and the USA.

IN WESTERN HEMISPHERE

In the western hemisphere, the
move to organize foreign sections
was made immediately after the
parent body in Moscow adjourned.
In two weeks, the local Stalinists
were stating flatly that “the All-
America All Slav Congress will

be held here during the early
fall.”” (Daily Worker, Aug. 26,
1941.) L

Stalin’s Slav International

A month later they were al-
ready announcing the name, date
and place, of the American sec-
tion: ‘“The Congress, known as
the Slav Congress of America, will
be held in P1ttsbu1gh on Novem:-
be1 21, 22 and 28 (Daily Worker,
Sept 28, 1941.)

The connection with Moscow
was hardly hidden:

“Sponsors of the Congress . . .
predict that the Congress will
be of international significance,
rivalled only by the All:Slav Con-
ference held in Moscow last
month.” (Idem.)

The American section of Stalin’s
“Slav International” convened as
scheduled. It is a matter of public
record that its tles with Moscow

go far beyond mere exchanges of
greetings which are signed as a
rule for the parent body by Gen-
eral Gondurov. At the last session
of the All-Slav Committee in Moc-
cow, on February 10 of this
year, there were two points on
the agenda, and according to
dispatches passed by the Kr emlin
censors, the second reporter
“dwelt extensively on the activity
of American Slav.” (8lobodna
Reéch, Febh, 11.)

THE RALLY’S ORGANS

Since last June, the All-Slav
Rally‘ has been publishing in the
USSR its official central organ,
Slaviane (Slavs). In addition to
this monthly publication, it issues
others in the various Slavic
languages, the latest of them being
Kl Polish magazine, Nowe Wid-
nok'rcgi .and a Polish weekly,
Wolna Polska which appeared on
March 1.

The Rally has a staff of its
own foreign correspondents inside
and outside the USSR as well as
accredited “war correspondents of
the All-Slav Committee” with the
Red Army and with the guerillas.
. In this country, over and above
the established chain of Stalinist
publications, the Rally is served
by a Russian daily, Russky Golos;
a Serbian bi-weekly, Slobodna
Rech,; a Polish paper Polski Glos
Ludowy,; a fourth in Ukrainian,
Dnevne Novosti, etc. Organizations
in other countries follow much the
same pattern.

Next week we shall take up the
auxiliary institutions of the All-
Slav Rally, namely, “The Wom-
en’s Anti-Fascist Committees;”
and “The Anti-Fasecist Youth Con-
gress.”

For a Rising Scale of
Wages to Meet
Rising Living Costs

C.P. Denounced For Plan

(Continued from page 1)

The Stalinists favor the speed-
up for the following reasons:

It can be presented to workers‘
seeking higher ‘wages as an al-
ternative to struggle with the em-
ployers and thé War Labor Board,
“All you have to do is work fast-
er and produce more and you’ll
get more pay

It will not meet any opposmon'
from the employers or the admin-
istration, both of whom are
against higher hourly wage rates.
Why should it? They've always
been in favor of the speedup.

Thus it will st oné’ ahd the
same time “increase production
for the second front” and preserve
the ‘‘national unity’” to which the
Stalinists are so devoted — the
unity of exploited and exploiters,
with the exploiters on top, of
course,

LEAFLETS ATTACK
STALINIST CAMPAIGN

But strangely enough, the pro-
posal for the speedup as the so-
lution to labor’s probléms has not

‘made everyone happy The na-

tional executive board of the CIO
voted down a motion to advocate
an “incentive” plan at its meet-
ing in Washmgton last month.

And last week the chhlgan
state convention of the Commun-
ist Party complamed bitterly that
leéaflets attackmg the Stalinists
for sponsoring 'the notoriously
anti-labor “Bedaux piece-work’
system, were bemg distributed’
to war plants in' the Detrmt _area.

The convention .even voted to’
send a letter to the FBI, demand-
ing that it “discover and e”xpose”
those who were guilty of issuing
this unpatriotic leaflet. Said the
Stalinist state secretary, Patrick
Toohey

“‘The leaflet is actuglly an at-
tack on the wage incentive plan
issued by the War Labor Board
to speed up production of war

materials by providing a bonis
plan for war workers without

violating the thtle Steel formula
establishinig a maximum wage
level, We want the people who
dre thus jeopardizing war pro-
duction’ brought out into the
open.”

But before the FBI even got
the letter, Paul Ste. Marie, presi-
dent of Ford Loeal 600 of the
CIO United Auto’ Workers; issued
a statement pubhcly taking re-
sponsmxhty for issuing’ and eir-
culating’ the leaflet.

In' his statement he once again
denounced the Stalinists for their
efforts “to’ bring back the stretch-
oiit and speedup which the UAW
has éliminated from most organ-
ized plants.” And he -correctly
branded the Stalinist attempt to
remtroduce the Bedaux speed-up
that labor has gained in the' last
ten’ years

It is true that the War Labor
Board some time ago handed
down a’ general _ruling permrttmg‘
“ingentive pay” for increased pro-
duetion. Up to now it has ot
pald much attentlon to this rul-
ing. But row the’ danger is great
that the Board may in the near
future initidte a big campaign to
boost the speeédup-incentive bonus
system,

On March 7 the N. Y. Times
prlnted a story reportmg a pre-
diction by Austin M. Fisher, “la-
bor relations’consultant” to about
50 plants, that within the next
60 days the WLB will adopt “a’
definite policy approving incen-
tives,” -which will result in “a
tremendotus’ resurgence of indus-
rial interests’ in incentive sys-
tems.”

"HOW. “INCENTIVE

SYSTEM” WOULD WORK

_ Fisher asserted that the adop-
tion of “incentive systems” in all

‘war plants would contribute to

the solution of the manpower
proplem by mcreasmg productlon
“about 20%, without the addition
of any workers.” Fisher said that
he did not know exactly what

form the declaration by the Board
will take, but that it “will un-
doubtedly set up certain criteria
for the establishment of incentive
systems whether old or new, sim-
ilar or modified or re-engineered.

“1. The incentive system must
not result in any increase in unit
cost, If it works properly, of
course, there should be g decrease
in unit costs, because the over-
head cost and labor cost per unit
falls.

“2.. The ~ workers’” increased
weekly ‘take-home’ must follow
clearly and directly from the fact
of increased productive effort,

“3. The increase in weekly
‘take-home’ need not be in direct
ratio to incréased productive ef-
fort but may be less than fully
equivalent to it.”

NO BENEFITS
FOR WORKERS

Fisher is much franker in cer-
tdin respects than the Stalinists.
He' does not pretend that these
speedup proposals will solve the
workers’ efforts to meet the ris-
ing cost of living:

“The question of inflation
through expanded worker income
naturally arises in connection
with incentive systems,” Mr. Fish-
er pointed out. “However, it is
likely that after the War . Labor
Boird issues a clear-cut state-
ment’ of policy on incentives it
will leave the job of siphoning off
whatever excess putchasing: pow-
er develops to the Treasury De-
partment,” he said.

Thug the basis is being ldid,
according to this informed labor
relations consultant of the boss-
es, for a speedup of the workers
from which in the end the work-
ers will gain nothing,

It would be a dangerous mis-
take, this “prediction” shows, for
the workers to believe they can

L3

afford to ignore this question just
because the Stalinists have thus
‘far made little headway in their

speedup drive, A campaign sup-

‘ditions of women,

Women In
Industry

By MARIE TAYLOR

CIO AUXILIARY HITS
“EQUAL RIGHTS” BILL

A vigorous protest against the
so-called “Equal Rights” amend-
ment was lodged with the Senate
Judlclaly Committee’ last weék by
the” CIO Congress of Women’
Auxiliaries. A statement : by

Eleanor Fowler, secretary of the

Congress, said: . .

“On behalf of the Congress of
Women’s Auxiliaries of the" CIO,
I want to register the strohgest
possible opposition to the so-called
‘equal rights’ amendment which
is pending before your committee.
The amendment would serve as a
dangerous instrument to destroy
many hard-won rights of women.
It is genelally agleed that, the
effect of the ‘equal rights’
provision would be to abolish
those laws which protect the
economic, physical and social con-

apply equally to men.

“The amendment would destroy
protéctive industrial Ilegislation
and would impose extreme hard-
ships on working women. It
would create similar hardships for
women in other walks of life, It
would undermine laws Wwhich
relate to widows’ penslons, the
right of dependent wives and chil-
dren’ to support of the husband
and father, guardianship_ and
many other rights affecting family
relationships.

“The CIO Auxiliaries, together
with other labor organizations;
have always opposed discrimina-
tion against women and have al-

ways worked to secure real
equality for them. The ‘equal
rights’ amendment is not a

shortcut to equality but would

create a hundred injustices for
every one it abolishes.”

William Green, speaking‘ on be-
half of the AFL, has also’ called
for the defeat of the amendment.
Local trade unions, CIO, AFL and
independent, should do likéwise,

FACTORY “DISCIPLINE”

Many women workers are being
introduced for the first time to
factory “discipline.” #They are
finding that their entire lives must
be rearranged and adjusted to fit
their working conditions. Their
interests, opinions, and preferences
are no longer decisive; instead
they become part of a large com-
pany, with company rules to obey,
and a long line of superintendents,
foremen, etc. to see that these
rules are carried out.

Factory “discipline” teaches
women in industry two important
lessons. First, the women learn
that their problems are not an
individual matter, but affect all
women, and in most cases
men workers as well. Thus they
find that personal whims and
preferences must be- replaced by
a serious consideration of what is
best for the workers as a whole,

Secondly, women workers learn
that the owners of industry are

not in the least concerned with.

the problems which workers must
face. They learn that capitalisin,
which gears production to profit,
seeks to crush all individuality,
all independent judgment among
the workers. Thus the ruling class
hopes to create a docile; obedlent
labor supply. But the workers also
learn in the process to combat
this process through their unlons
ahd with the combined effort of

the entire working class, to work .

toward the establishment of .a
society in their own interests.

ported by both the administra-
tion, the employers-and the Sta-
linists is a real threat.

UNION LEADERS CAN'T
BE DEPENDED ON

Furthermore, it does not fol-
low, because the union leaders
have thus far shown no enthusi-
asm for the speedup campaign,

that they will take the same at-™

titude tomorrow, Most of the
union’ leaders are afraid to put
up a real fight against the WLB’s
Little Steel formula, and Fisher
shrewdly points out that they may
be won over to the bonus-speedup
idea “because of the constant
pressure from workers for more
‘take-home.’ ”

The union leaders are not en-
thusiastic today, primarily be-
cause they know what the work-
ers think about the speedup; but
if they thought it could be ‘sold’
to the workers or if they got a
little pressure from Roosevelt,
they would retreat on this ques-
tion. as they have on so many
otherg since the war began.

It is therefore necessary that
the workers be warned at once
to speak out vigorously against
all speedup plans, no matter who
sponsors them; to let the War
Labor Board know, even before it
takes the first step in this direc-
tion, that labor will oppose all
speedup plahs; to put pressure on
the labor leaders and inform them
in no uncertain terms that the
workers will not tolerate leaders
who retreat on this question; and
to voice still louder their demands
for a rising scale of wages as the
only means of combatting the
rising cost of living,

&

but -do not'

&
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“LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN-
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE
LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN IS
BRANDED”

Negro Struggle

By Albert Parker

— KARL- MARX.

Propaganda As a Weapon Against Jim Crow

A veader of The Militant has
gent us the following letter:

“I have bheen reading your
column for over a year and I
want to let you know that I
follow it with interest each week
because it deals in such a con-
sistently intelligent and honest

the Negro people. My work re-
quires that I read imost of the
important Negro weeklies, but I
do not know of any other column
that is worthy of regular attention,
with the exception of George
Schuyler and J. A. Roger in the
Pittsburgh Courier. . .

“The chief purpose of this letter,
however, is to-ask you to comment
on Mr. Schuyler’s proposal for
an intensive large-scale campaign
of educational propaganda to be
directed toward the white masses,
the unions and the white workers
generally. Don’t you agree that
such a campaign could do much
to eliminate race prejudice among
the Negroes’ natural allies, the
white workers, and that there-
fore it is worthy of the sup-
port of every opponent of Jim
Crowism?”.

" Yes, we do agree that educa-
tional propaganda is needed and
can do much to eradicate preju-
dices among the white workers.
The Militant itself is devoted to
educating white workers as to the
meaning and cause of race preju-
dice, in the interests of forging

gro workers against their com-
mon enemijes. And naturally it
welcomes and supports all efforts
to facilitate this unity.

It is very important for every
advocate of equality for the Negro
people to wunderstand the part
which education plays in both the
stimulation and the elimination of
racial prejudice. Before we enter
into this, however, let us say a
word or two about Schuyler’s
proposal.

His proposal, by the way, Is
past the stage of discussion. After
stressing the need for such a pro-
Ject in his Pittsburgh Courier, and
after gefting an encouraging
response from many of his
readers, Schuyler and some of his
friends proceeded last month to
organize the Association for
Tolerance in America, “dedicated
to the task of eliminating color
prejudice through mass education

quarters is 270 (‘onvent Avenue,

N. Y. C. .

As explained by Schuyler, the
ATA. will “supplement and facili-
tate the work of existing organ-
izations (fighting Jim Crowism)
by preparlng the way psychologie-
ally. Its job will be ‘selling’ the
Negro American to “the white
masses who have hitherto been

lightened minority of whites.” It
plans by the use of radio, bill-
boards, illustrated leaflets, news-
paper, magazine and bus displays
to try to dispel prejudice among
whites against Negroes.

The first thing to be noted is
that Schuyler apparently recog-
nizes that educational propagan-
da is only a supplement to organ-
ization and struggle, and not a
substitute for- them. Organized
educational efforts are necessary,
but unless the Negroes join to-
gether into fighting organiza-
tions, they will not make any ap-
preclable progress,

The most heartening thing
about the ATA and Schuyler’s
comments on this problem is that
they are based on the understand-
ing that the white workers are
the real allies of the Negro peo-
ple. Schuyler has often pointed
out that the faces of most Negro
groups are turned toward the
white, ruling and middle class
elements, who have at best only
a vague humanitarian interest in
the Negro question, and who are
generally both unwilling and un-
prepared to join the Négroes in
actual struggle for their rights.
It is good to see Negroes De-
ginning to realize that their fate
is bound up with that of the work-
ing class.

This question of education and
propaganda is at the very root
of the struggle for equality. Racial

Iprejudice against the Negro would

have died out long ago in this
country if it weren’t for the fact
that ‘all the main instruments of
education and propaganda are in
the hands of the capitalist class,
which - has an economic interest
in fostering and maintaining the
myth of “white supremacy.” No
one is born with racial prejudice
—Deople are taught to accept it in
the schools, the movies, the press,
over the radio, in the churches,
ete, %
We Trotskyists support all ef-
forts to counteract the vicious
propaganda of the ruling class
and its agents. But we always re-
main aware that the main prob-
lem is to take the existing means
of education and propaganda out
of the control of the ruling class
— to set up a Workers’ and Far-
mers’ Government which will
make it impossible for anyone to
benefit economically from racial
oppression and which will utilize
all the powerful educational chan-
nels to eradicate prejudice.
Meanwhile, wherever you will
find a Trotskyist—white or Negro
—in a trade union or any other
kind of organization, you will
find a person fighting to convince
his white fellow-workers that Jim
Crow is harmful to the interests
of the workers of all races and
seeking thereby to wunite Negro
and white in the struggle that will

who concentrated on the en-

forever abolish race prejudice.

Internatio

Hitler’s main weapon today, as
The Militant has often explained,
is the German workers’ fear of a
seécond and worse Versailles
treaty.

Polish workers, returning from
forced labor on the Nazi fortifica-
tions 6f the eastern front, cor-
roborate our statement, They
say, according to the March 5§
Polish labor paper, Poland Fights,
the following about the morale

“The only thing that keeps him
at' the front today is fear of slav-
ery and fear of the revenge of the
conquered nations.”

This’ corroboration is especially
important since it comes through
a paper which is in favor of pun-
ishing the Germans with another
Versailles,

A second amd worse Versaxlles
is all that the capitalist powers
can offer. Only a Workers’ and
Fdrmers’ Government in the Uni-
ted States could assure real free-
dom for all nationalities of the
world and thus take Hitler’s main
weapon away from him,

* ¥ %

Amazement at the “high cul-
tural standards of the Russian
masses” and the “internal force”
of the Russian peasant woman
was expressed by a member of the
staff of the Berlin Russian-lan-
guage paper Novoye Slovo,

After spending some time in
Nazi-occupied Smolensk, the re-
porter published the story of his
experience.

Quotations from his story are
cited by Solomion Schwarz in the
Feb. 22 New Republic as follows:

“At first contact, you will be
amazed by many a thitig, and
above all by the language which
the simple country woman uses
in talkmg to you. The revolutlon
that before it were the monopoly
of the ‘intellectual’ classes wun-
known in the factory and in the

By BETTY KUEHN

nal Notes

"
“You will notice no trace of
humility in the average Russian,
who has acquired some kind of

political inward self-conscious-
ness of his own. ..”
* % %

When the Japanese invaded
Java nearly a year ago, the na-
tives learned what the slogan
“Greater Asia” really means — a
greater Asia with the Japanese
imperialists as the super-exploit-
er, .
This brown exploiter may some
day find it convenient to come to
an understanding with the white
imperialist exploiters whom he
has ousted for the moment, That
understanding would, of course,
be directed against the colonial
masses. Accordingly, the Japan-
ese conqueror makes a distinction
between the colonial natives and
the white races:
. .. the treatment of the white
population was, on the whole, not
brutal. Jap soldiers put on a hum-
ble, even shy mianner, saluting
and grinning at the whites and
asking favors with a “sorry’ or
a ‘please’. Ruthless brutality was
saved for the native Javanese.
“Natives who failed to how
properly were beaten with rifle
butts. Hungry Javanese who
tried to steal rice were machine-
gunned o seized and dragged
into the public square. Then they
cut off his hands, or his head.”—
Time, March 1, |

New York, this week released

of the CRDC:

Today Kelly Postal; Secretary-
Treasurer of Minneapolis Team-
sters Local 544-CIO, faces up to
five years in prison. He is the
victim of one of the most vicious
frameups and campaigns of per-
secution in American labor his-
tory. Here is the story behind his
conviction.

For ten years, Kelly Postal has
been a leader of the Minneapolis
teamsters. He helped organize

in 1934. He battled with them on
dozens of picket lines. Postal was’
first chosen Secretary-Treasurer of
Local 544 in 1938 and has been
democratically re-elected each year
since.

In June 1941 a long-standing
conflict over questions of trade
union democracy between Local
544 and Daniel J. Tobin, President
of the AFL Teamsters Interna-
tional, came to a head. The mem-
bership of ILocal 544 decided in
June, 1941 by a virtually unanim-
ous vote to disaffiliate from the
AFL and- join the CIO. Kelly
Postal was one of three delegates
sent to represetit L.ocal 544 at the
Teamsters International Executive’
Board meeting held in Washington
on June 3, 1940. As one of the
principal defeiiders of the 544
leadership’ against the charges’
presented at this hedring and as’
a leading figure in the subsequent
struggle, Postal incurred the
enmity of Tobin.

TOBIN’S MOVES
AGAINST POSTAL

Tobin made his first move
against Kelly Postal personally
when Postal wag indicted together
with 28 Socialist Workers Party
leaders and 544:CI0° members in
the famous Minheapolis labor case
of 1941. This prosecution was
initiated by the Department of
Justice after Tobin's explicit ap-
peal to President Roosevelt.
Postal, however, was one of the
five defendants completely cleared
by the jury at the close of this
tr1al

Having failed to obtain a fed-
eral conviction, Tobin then press-
ed the Hennepin County District
Attorney to bring charges of
“embezzlement” against Postal.
‘Postal was never accused of mis--
using. - these funds personally. As
Secretary-Treasurer of the local
union, he merely obeyed the una-
nimous vote of the union mem-
bership at a regular meeting to
take 544’s funds with them out
of the AFL and into the CIO.
These funds belonged to the local
union, sinte all per- caplta taxes
had been paid to the Internation-
al. i _
Postal was indicted # together
with Miles Dunne, President . of
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them during three severe strikes

the following statement on the
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acquitted in the Federal trial, and
Moe Hork, one of the few 544-
CIO officials who had escaped
indictment in the Federal case.
The bulk of the indictments, how-
ever, were heaped upon Kelly
Postal. There were five counts
against him, two against Miles
Dunne, and one against Hork.

POSTAL CLEARED IN
FIRST TRIAL

In Postal’s first trial for em-
bezzlement in January 1942,
presiding Judge Hall directed the
jury to discharge the case, thus’
clearing Postal on the first count
in the indictment against him.
Judge Hall declared, after presen-
tation of the testimony, that 1o
criminal intent had been estab-
lished by the state prosecutors.

Tobin then put pressure upon
the County Attorney to bring:
Postal to trial for a second time
on the same kind of indictment.
This second indictment differed
from the first only in the amount
of money Postal was alleged to
have embezzled. The evidence and
witnesses were substantially the
same., Nevertheless this -time, on
May 1st 1942, Postal was found
“guilty.”

The Civil Rights Defense Com-
mittee has wundertaken Kelly
Postal’s defense. On February 15,
1943, our defense attorneys filed
briefs appeallng Postal’s convic-
tion to the Minnesota Supreme
Court. The final oral argument on
this appeal will probably be heard
early this summer.

Unless the conviction is reversed,
this honorable and militant trade
union leader will go to prison be-
cause of his devotion to trade
union democracy.

There is far more involved in
this case, however, than the act
of injustice against Kelly Postal
himself. The issue involved in his
case is of vital importance to the
entire trade union movement.
That issue is: Do the members
of a trade union have the demo-
cratic right to decide for them-
selves the, disposition of their
union funds?

If Kelly Postal can be jailed for

“embezzlement,” then the officers
of . the CIO could have been con-
weted® when they left the AFL
and took their funds along with
them. If Postal’s conviction stands,
this precedent can be used to
deprive unions of their domecratic
right to use their funds as the
membership directs. -

That is why we have undertaker’
Kelly Postal’s defense and ask

every friend of civil liberties and
the entire labor movement for
material and moral aid in his

elly Postal’s Conviction

Directing Discharge

avowed, cannot be‘dlsputed
State witnesses, through the

had a right to transfer these
attempted to do. Postal, the

then’ direction.”

“By a resolution of the majority of the Local 544 mem-’
bershlp, he (Postal) was directed to turn over all of the monhies
of the union to the Union Defense Commiittee. That this reso--
lution, directing him to'turn over the moniés was open and

those assembled outside the bmldmg
“The membership of the union must have beheved t’ney

steward of the membership and turned over their money at

From Judge Hall's Statement to fhe Jury |

of Postal Case

as it was heard, according to |
loud-speaker system, even by |

monies by resolution, as they
defendant, was the agent and

———Feb“ruary, _l9f12.

Daniel J. Tobin’s treacherous
collaboration with federal and
state officials to destroy union;
democracy in the Minneapolis
teamsters’ movement in 1941
was not an isolated incident, it
was revealed last week. On’the
contrary, Tobin is still using his
influence with the administra-
tion to secure governmental re-
pressions against: all those with-
in the AFL Teamsters Union
who oppose his reactionary po-
licies and his dictatorial rule.-
Writing in the latest issue of
International Teamster the offi-
cial organ of the union, Tobin
stated that he was cooperatmg‘
| with  “certain departments of
government” in expelling mili-
tants from the union, and de-
clared:

“We hive certain individuals in
some large cities who are under’
observation and whose personal
and family contdcts are also un-
der observation.”

This can only ‘mean that Tobin
has again appealed for aid from
the Department of Justice and
the FBI, as he did in the Minnea-_
polis case, and that he is using

this aid to intimidate and elimin-
ate his union opponents,

EXPULSION POLICY

Tobin of course, does not rely
on the government alone to pur e
those who want to defend t}
teamsters’ conditions. He is- reaﬂy
and willing to do a good deal of
the dirty work himself, warnmg
that:

“Local union officers will have
to prefer charges against stch in-
dividiials (who are uhder observ-
ation) and suSpend them from
membership. If local unidn offi-
cials refuse to proceed thus, the
mternatlonal (that is, Tobm) wrll
be compelled to remove them

g

Local 544-CIO, who had also been.

case.

(Continued from page 1)

their case before any court that
has already rendered a decision.
And that is the case of Mr. Wil-
liam H. Davis and-his War Labor
Board. That is the case of Prentlss
Brown of OPA. .. And it is dlso
ihe oade of Jamdh Byrnes, the
economic stabilizer, one. of our
judicial vestal virgins who has
stepped down’ from his high place
to say to the workers of this
nations, ‘You shall not pass’.”

calling upon all organized labor
to join the miners in efforts to

its wage policy.

The convention then adjourned
with a unanimous vote for the §2
pay rise demand.

Negotiations between Lewis and

March 8. There is very little
possibility of direct agreement,
since the mine owners are
buttressed by the support of the
WLB. Failing agreement, the case
would normally go to the - WLB,
but Lewis has already indicated
that the UMW may refuse to
submit it to that prejudiced body.

A POSSIBLE TRICK

The government has ome “ace
in the hole” in its fight to keep
the miners’ hourly wages frozen
to the January 1941 level—the
extension of the work week from

Lewis concluded his talk by|

compel the government to change|

the operators began this week on|

Miners Union Demands
$2 A Day Wage Raises

week be extended, the miners
would receive overtime for the
additional 8 hours worked. Certain
government officials hope this
will succeed in cutting the
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) | involved. It is a fight which all
| labor should support.

from. office.”

ground from' under the demand
for the $2 pay boost,

‘Whatever effect such a move
would have on the miners, it
would by no means solve the prob-
lems of millions of other workers
throughout the country who are
squeezed between living costs and
frozen wages.

As Lewis indicated in his talk
to the Tri-District convention this
is a fight in Whlch all labor is

TOBIN THREATENS JAIL
FOR UNION OPPONENTS

Tobm dlrects his greatest blows
at thé present tlme ag'amst those
members of 'the umon who' dre
forceéd to strike in' defense of
their living conditions and stand-
ards. Such workers, he declared,
must be denounced as “enemies
of the government” and driven
from' the’ union. He went or then
to' efidorse the’ so-called’ British |°
method of handling strikers — to’
place them in the army if they
are fit for military service, to
1mprxson theim " if they are 16t |
“We' mdy have to come to this
in- our country,” hé added;

TnE 'MINNEAPOLIS' CASE

The ]engths to which Tobm and’
the administration will go'in pre-

‘serving’ the T'obin dlctatOrship in

the’ Teamsters International were'
amply illustrated in the famous
aneapolls case,

Local 544 of Minneapohs was |/

one of the strongest and most
thilitant unions in' the Intérna:
tional and the cointry. Tt nitir-
ally resisted when Tobin handed
down orders that because of the
“national emergency,” the local
was to desist from militant ae-
tions' in defense’ of its contracts
and wage standards; Tobin there-
upon tried to purge the local’s
leaders, and the union voted in
| June, 1941 to disaffiliate from the

‘AFL ahd abtcept a chirter from'

the CIO0.
' Tobin 1mthediately sent an ap-

peal to the White House, asking

for = governmental assistance
ainst these “subversive ele-
nts.” Presxdent‘ Rookevelt pub-

licly atihotinced' that the; adniin-

istration would’ cooper‘ate, and the
Department of Justice and- the
FBI were set on the job.

A raid followed on the head-
quarters of the Socialist Workers.
Party, and the Department of
Justice secured ah' indictment

charging “seditious conspiracy” |

against 29 leaders of Local 544
and the Socialist Workers Party,
Tn the trial that followed 18 of
the defendants were found guilty
of violating the Smith “Gag Act.”
Their case is now beiiig appealed
to a higher court.
THE POSTAL CASE

Tobin then turned to reaction-’
ary state officials and secured
indictments of a number of 544
leaders changing them with “em-
bezzlement” of the local’s treds-
ury, which the members had vo-
ted to turn over to the new CIO
local. The story of the .corvie-
tion on this charge of Kelly Pos-
tal, secretary-treasurer of 544, is’
told in a separate article in this
issue on Page 3,

It is the threat of smular frame ‘

‘up | trials and persecutlons that
Tobir now holds over the héads of
other teamster members: who re-
fuse to accept all his atiti-labor

policies.

By N. COLLINS
SAN DIEGO, March 7. —

8 | The War Labor Board’s answer

to the aircraft workers on the
Pacific Coast amount to: No
increases and strike if you dare!

Since July, 1942, the workers’

been waiting for an answer to}’
their plea for wage increases.

minimum (present minithum
after 3 months is 75 cents, be-

ginners, 60c) and wage rates in
classifications comparable to 1ates

same work.

Finally, after 8 months, the
answer came. No raise at all for
the huge majority of the workers.
Boeing, at Seattle, did receive a
4c. raise, and it must be remem-
bered that the Boeing local is the
most militant and the best or:
ganized.

At the two meetlngs held this
week for Consolidated and Solar
and Rohr aircraft (representing
approximately 45,000 Workers) the
workers denounced, in no wun-
certain terms, the companies and

of the aircraft industry havel

Their demands were a 95 cents’

paid in nearby shipyards for the’

their profiteering, the War Labor"

ﬁ}Atrcraft Workers Are
Bitter Over

WLB Order

Board, and the anti-labor poli-
'tlcians The floot was' opened to
niémbérs’ dutitig both' mass’ meet:
ings, and the rank and file work:
jers spoke out. Typical of their
sentiments are the
remarks:
WORKERS® REMARKS
“My husband used to, make $60
‘and $70 pér month durmg the
depression. We paid $12 4 month’
'for rert ahd got along better than’
now. Now both of u§ work, and’
we_have to pay $75 a month for
rent —kand Tve got to hock my
engagement ring’ to pay my first
mstallment on my income takes:”

can.we expect now?”

- “With victory taXes, 10% bond |,
deductions, mcome taxes and the|
cost of living risiny, you' lmow

good for!”

meetmg was whefi one member
got up and visibly and with'

Board edict, to show how he felt.
This was met with thunderous |.
applause.

There was qulte a deal of sen-

‘| ed’ by the Red Army?
/| march to Berlin? ‘Will he call for

followmg ;

“We workers gave up our only|:
weapotii, the right to strike. What |

whatYur paychecks will soon bel:

The high point of the Sunday :

embtion’ tore up th& War Labor]

What will Stalin do, should the
Nz army be completely defeat-
Will he

-a revoliition in Europe" Will' he'

his coiitrol? These and many
lother questions have been posed
by both' friend and foe of the
Soviet Union. A multiplicity of
answers have been forthcoming,
the nature of every answer depend-
ing upon the fears, hopes and out-
look of the answerer.

Shall we participate in this in-
teresting game of speculation?
There is no'harm in it provided

‘| one understands that it is' merely
'| speculation. In general it is im-

possible to predict concrete eVents
One can' at bhést, predict only the
general direction in which events
are tending. One must in the first
place be given a gertain set of
.circumstances to venture a predic-
tion ds to what Stalin will do.
And Stalin may choose gny one of
‘several courses under the same
circunistances.

With reference to the possible
conduct of Stalih it is best to lay
down broad general principles and
warn the workers to be on their
guard for certain eventuadlities,

* w

The Nazi armies are of course
not vet defeated. No one knows
the offensive and defensive powers
that still remdin in those armies.
A defeat in a battle or a campaign
does’ not necessarily seal the fate
of an army. I have said before
that all we can do now is hope’
that the German armies will be
defeated. They who' ‘aré not so
cautious can express their hopes
in the form of a definite statement.
An important factor to be taken
into consideration is the extent of
the damage suffered by the Soviet
Union, Maurice Hindus, in a series
of articles which he wrote for the
N. Y. Herald Tribune, upon his
return recently from the Soviet
Union, estimates that the Red
Army lost four million men in
killed alone. He makes the state-

‘ment that a conservative estimate

of the number of civilians who
died in the territory occupied by
Hitlers troops is six million.
Other estimatés run as high as

15 million. The economic damage
‘cauged by Hitler’s invasion,

oc-
cupation and retreat will take
years of peace to repair.

Under the cncumstances the
safest prediction is that Stalin is
in no position to carry on an of-
fensive war outside of ‘Soviet
territory ‘What he wants most of
‘all'is the expulswn of the invader
from the Soviet Union and peace.
This lends some plausrbllity to
the speculation of some people
that a peace between Hitler and
Stalin will be arranged as soon
or even before the German armies
are driven from Soviet sbil. i

L

Two fundamental factors must
always be taken into considera-
tion in discussing possible cour-
ses Stalin may pursue. One is
that above all, he is interested in
preservmg and extending the
power of the bureaucracy he rep-
resents. The other is that he
rules over a degenerated work-]
ers’ state.

Because of the first factor Stalin
is capable of domg anything and
everything that is' couilter-revolu:
tionary. He will not hesitiite to
arrive at an agreement with any
capitalist power to sdppress a’
workers’ revolution, He will not
hesitate once more to enter into
an agreement with Hitler, if siich
a step seems tb him to be neces-
sary to preserve the interests of
the Soviet bureauéracy.

But because the economic base
of thie country which he rules con-
sists of nationilizéd property,
brought into existence by 4 work:
ers revolution, Stalin may, if he
finds' it necessary, call’ for, and
even initiate, revolitionary meas:
ures on the part of the workers
and peasants of all or part of

tlment for the govermrtent to
takKe over the p ants; many work-
sers believed tHat this would re-
sult in the elimination" of ineffi-
ciency and proﬁteermg through
cost plus contracts' — and that
they would be ablé to' get their
[raises out of the savings ‘thus
reffected; _ ;
Mary declared th8y were reddy
to quit However, the War Mah-
power Commissmn had anticipated

‘Such’ & mové by institutmg
the system of  “availhbility
certificates.” This is something

new for this country, although
long-tried out in the faseist coun-
tries. Unless your employer gives
you an ‘“availability certiﬁcate,"
you won't be hir¥ed any place in
the war industries of Southern
Callifornial
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Inquire 4th floor v
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Stalin And Post-War Europe

By M. Morrison

take all or part of Europe under

Europe If Stahn decides that it
i’ necessary, in order to defend
the interests of the bureaucracy;
‘to invade and annex any country,

workers and peasants of that
Stalin does not pursue revelu-

tactics have np principled base.
He acts solely on the basis of ex-
peédiency with the aim of defend=
ing the interests of the Soviet
bureaucracy and in doing so heé
may utilize revolutionary meas-
ures, ’

£

We have often said, and’ still
say, that Stalin is not interested
in, and is even afraid of, a’ Works
ers’ revolution. Thht does not
mean that he may not call for a
revolution, if the circumstances
are such as to make that necessary
in order to defend his bureaucratic
interests. Before Hitler attacked
the Soviet Union the' Communi t
Partiés of the democxatlc ca
ist natlons were alihost follow
a Leninist line on the war. Not
because they beélieved in Lemns
principles but because’ Stalm had
a pact with Hitler and he wanted
the capitalist democrames to end
the war.

Why isn’t Stahn calling for 4

workers’ revolution in Germa‘ny"

Not because he doesn’t want one,
but because he .is allied with

capitalist nations and to call for

a revolution in Germany would:
antagonize his capitalist allies.

Were he not tied up with capitalist

alliés he would undoubtedly call

for a workers’ revolution in Ger-

many. Should events throw the

Soviet Union into a corflict with

the capitalist world, Stalin would

become the protagonist of world

revolution—even though he fears

it.

#o% %

A situation can arise where ~
Stalin may assume the role of a-
revolutionary leader even where
he is not at war with a capitalist’
nation. His actions 'in Spain have
shown that in order to curry favor
with the capitalist world—at that
time with France and England—
he would not hesitate to strangle
a workers’ revolution. But Spain -
is a comparatively small and un-
important country and it was not
so difficult to suppress the revolu-
tion there. If a revolutionary
upheaval in Europe should assume
such vast pioportmns that sup-
pression would be difficult, Stalin
would undoubtedly attempt to gain
c¢ontrol of it and turn it into
bureaucratic channels. g

We can confidently expect that
the military defeat of Hitler will.
lead to revolutionary uprisings.
Especially is this true if the Red
Army is the main instrument of .
that defeat. If the Red Army
should prove to be capable of con-
tinuing its offensive into Ger-
many, then a wave of revolutions
in Europe is well- mgh inevitable.
Regardless of what Stalin may
want, the effect of the collapse
of Hitler’s military power as a
result of a victorious offensive
‘of the Red Army, will be a wave
of revolations in Eurepe.

This is what the more far-
sighted elements of ti®% capitalists
ot England and the United States’
fear most. And this is why. they
are so anxious to come to an
agreement with Stalin and obtdin
his help to suppress the revolution
in Europe. :
But' if the revolutionary wave is’
too powerful to be suppressed
Stalin may deem it advisable to
gain control of it. The enormous
prestige which will be his as a’
Tesult of a v1ctory of the Red
Army and the enormous resources’
at his command, may enable him
to do so in the initial stages of
thé revolutionary period.

On a large scale he will try to
do in Europe what he did in Spain

Yugoslavia: The masses begin
revolutionary actions and Stalms
apparatus’ moves in to gain com:
trol of the masses. In Spain he
galned control and utilized his
control’ to save capitalism In
Yugoslavia the war of the par-.
tisans is now under his control,
While His struggle against' Mikhai:
loviteh continues, he may even
‘call for certain revolutionary
méeagureés’ on’ the part of the
partisans If he comes to @n’ agree-
ment with Mikhailovitch or with
sbmie’ otlsr representative of the
Yugoslay government, he will -
utilize his control to suppress all

partisan’ groups.

It is highly questtonable, how-
ever, that Stalin can gain control
of 4 powerful revoliitionary mowe-

did in Spain, that is, save the
capitalist system. He may find
himself compelled to go along
with extreme revolutionary meas-
ures akgainst the capitahst order.
| All for the purpose of keeping his
bureaucracy in power.

The advanicéd workers it Eus
‘rope, during a' revolutionary pér-
iod, and even before the revolu-
tionary period commences, w1ll
warn the masses that to assure
their  vietory théy must préevent
the . Stahmsts from gaining con-
trol oi} their organizations, For
with Stalinl’ in cotitrol, the work-
érs cati have no’ freedom to think'

revolution will always be in dan-
ger,

atid to act ahd conseqiiently their

and is probably now doing in

revolutionary tendencies of the: |

he Will not hesitate to set the .-
country into revolutionary motion: _ -

tionary aims. His “theories” and °

ment in Europe and do what he . .
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To defend the USSR as
the main fortress of the
world proletariat, against
all assaults of world im-
perialism and of internal
counter-revoiution, is the
most important duty of
e ver y class-conscious

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers.

2. Trade union Pwages for all workers
drafted into the army.

8. Full equality for Negroes in the armed

" forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.

5. For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on
.the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’
ment. ' v

Govern-

‘9. Defend the Soviet Unlon against im-
perialist attack.

Alter-Etlich Murder
And The Davies Film

The newspapers reported this week that War-
ner Brothers, the movie producers, have finished
a five-day conference on the picture, “Mission to
Moscow,” based on the book by cx—Ambassador
Joseph L. Davies.

The conference decided to allocate toward the‘

film what is for that company the greatest sum of
money ever spent on adveltlsm0 a smgle motion
picture.

It is not surprising that the conference made
this decision. Warner Brothers will NEED a rec-
ord advertising campaign. For the release, on the

.eve of the premiere of the film, of the news con-

cerning Stalin’s murder of the two Polish labor
leaders, Erlich and Alter, serves to underline the
frameup character of the Moscow trials and to
lessen the effectiveness of the Warner Brothers
movie as a pnopavanda whitewash of Stalin.

As we have reported previously, the motion pic-
ture presents the Stalinist version of the Moscow
trials, which were condemned by world labor opin-
ion as frameups designed to discredit and remove
Stalin’s working class opponents. It was also re-
ported this week by a Hollywood columnist, - Jim-
mie Fiddler, that a sequence concerning Leon Trot-
sky has been inserted in the picture, and that it
may be chopped out if the Soviet authorities dis-
approve of it

Millions of workers throughout the world know
that Lrlich and Alter were not agents of Hitler,
but anti-fascists. It will take more than all the
gold in the world and more than all the advertis-
ing campaigns by the most expert publicity man-
agers to remove the scarlet blot from the hands of
Cain Stalin.

Lvery respecter of the truth, every opponent of
the Stalin school of falsification .should at once
send protests against the monstrous distortions in
this film to Lowell Mellett, Office of War Infor-

L mation Film Bureau, Washington, D. C., and to
" Warner Brothers, Hollywood, California.

How To Fight

The Black Marke=t

The efforts of the administration to cope with
the black market are doomed to inevitable failure.
This or that black market operator or band of
operators will be arrested, but the black market
will continue to spread and prosper. We can say
this with certainty, because the administration
attempts to deal with the effects of this problem
rather than with the basic causes.

As supplies of goods become smaller, the power
of the black market operator who has a quantity
of such goods will become greater and greater. He
will be able to extort fantastic prices. The work-
er will be forced to pay tribute in order to get
the necessities of ‘life for himself and his family.

The cause of the black market is the shortage
of supplies. Thus to fight the black market it is
necessary to increase the amount of the necessities
of life available, and following that, to insure that
they reach the mass of the consumers at a prlce
that will permit them to maintain their living
standards. We will discuss the second point first.

To insure that the black market speculators do
not get the stock with which to traffic, it is neces-
sary that close tab be kept over each pound of food
raised, processed and shipped.

Ta do this, the books and-inventories of goods
of the various companies must be thrown open
for inspection to committees composed of workers,
toiling farmers and housewives, established to
guard the supply of food and make sure it reaches
the masses of consumers. Leaks of goods into the
hands of black market speculators can in this way
in large measure be stopped up.

The capitalists will not like these committees,
it goes without saying. They will claim their rights
are being infringed. But the masses don’t like to
pay black market prices for the necessities of life.
The masses’ right to a decent standard of living
deserves prior consideration.

Secondly, the workers must demand from the
government adequate allotments of food and other
necessities. The capitalist class and the government
will say this is impossible, that there is not enough
good. Under the present system of production and
distribution, the capitalist argument is correct. But
if the following steps were taken, the supply of

" goods would be quickly increased:

I. Men, machinery ‘and land must be shifted
{rom the production of luxury goods consumed by
the tiny minority of rich into the manufacture and
raising of goods and fdod used by the masses.

2. All war profits must be confiscated. The in-
come of the capitalist class would be curtailed, re-
sulting in the diversion to the workers of large
amounts of food and other articles now used by
the parasitic coupon- cllppers As these would be
forced to go to work in useful occupations, along
with their servants and other flunkies, the supply
of manpower would be increased as wéll!

3. Production and distribution must be organ-
ized on a planned basis so that the many wastes
of Lapltdhsm such as expensive advertising and
sales campaigns would be abolished.

These steps cannot be accomplished under the
capitalist ownership of the large scale food plants
and other industries. The government must take

over these plants and operate them, under work-"

ers control, for use and not profit. In this way
the worker would be assured of decent wages, and
the toiling farmer of more income, as industry is
freed frori the stranglehold of the capitalist class,
dominated by the profit motive.

Thus can the black market be fought.
can the supply of goods be increased.

Thus

Hearst Press

And Aircraft Worker

" Last week an aircraft worker named David G.
Levitt, addressing a meeting called by his union
in Los Angeles to protest War Labor Board stall-
ing on wage demands, denounced labor-baiter
Rickenbacker- in rather salty terms as “number 2
rat of World War 2.” '

Immediately a great hue and cry went up from
the capitalist class which has been using Ricken-
backer as a spearhead for its anti-labor “offensive.
Levitt was labeled a subversive alien and the press
began to whip up a lynch spirit against him.

Shortly after Levitt had denounced Rickenback-
er in Los Angeles, a Hearst reporter walked into
the office of The Militant in New York City and
asked if Levitt were the same David Levitt who
had written an article in the March 18, 1933 issue
of our paper, explaining why he was re51gmng
from the Young Communist League and joining
the Trotskyist movement. ,

The Hearst reporter was informed that the Levitt
who had written in our paper was not the same
individual who was involved in the west coast con-
troversy over Rickenbacker.

Nevertheless, the Los Angeles Evening Herald
& Express and the Los Angeles Examiner, both
Hearst papers, added to the list of this aircraft
worker’s “crimes” the charge that he was a Trot-
skyist, and categorically stated that he was the
author of the article in The Militant. The Hearst
papers reprinted extensive sections of the article.

This sort of red-baiting campaign is typical of
the capitalist press’s treatment of news of labor’s
resistance to employer offensives against union
wages and conditions. ¢

All of Hearst’s hysterical red-baiting, however,
cannot blind the workers to the fact that the capi-
talists are making enormous profits out of this
war, and that Rickenbacker speaks for those who
would smash the unions and force the workers to
pay the war’s full costs.

|an answer to the article by Wal-

Official Brmsh c1rcles

for longer.”

the correspondents or Britishe
officials
they are saying. Gandhi's meth-
ods of struggle have suffered
a decisive defeat, of which the
‘fast was but the final incident.
But the British overlords, far
from having won a decisive vic-
tory, are now facing a situation
likely to have far more serious
consequences than = the civil
disobedience campaign  which
began last August.

EXPLOSION COMING

It is clear now that the im-
mediate causes of the explosion
last August were directly political.
British imperialism was in dif-
ficulties everywhere; and certain
sections of the Indian masses
understand that these difficulties
were their own opportunity, and
impelled the Congress to fight for
independence. Actually the strug-
gle last year centered in Bihar
province and the United Provinces
—roughly covering about a fourth
of India’s popualtion—where the
workers and petty-bourgeoisie of
the cities initiated the battles and
were followed by those peasants
directly in contact with the cities.

Now, on the other hand, it is
the economic situation which is
likely to causé a new and far more
extensive explosion. Food short-
ages and inflationary price in-
creases have brought a new stage
of hunger to the hundreds of mil-
lions who have always known
hunger.

Rice, wheat and millet, the
staple foods of India, are -ad-
mittedly- scarce. Formerly 2d.
(about 4.cents), a pound of rise
is now selling at a shilling (about
24 cents—that is, a price rise of
600%! The worker who must pay
a shilling for a pound of rice
rarely earns more than 1% shill-
ings a ‘' day. Even his miserable
pre-war diet included over a pound
of rice per day per adult.
Obviously he can no longer feed
his family.

The YViceroy’s alibi is that 1,
500,000 tons of rice were previ-
ously imported annually from
Burma and French Indo-China,
but this loss — roughly about a
week’s supply under pre-war con-
ditions — cannot explain the fan—

really believe what|

By Felix Morrow

The Situation In India
After Gandhi’s Fast

re cdngratulating themselves on their successful gamble that
Gandhi would live through his fast. American and British correspondents are cabling that the
Congress leaders are despondent at Gandhi’s failure to scare the British into releasing him. Pub-
licly, at any rate, the general assumption appears to be that India will now quiet down. Thus’
for example the N. Y. Herald-Tribune correspondent cables (March 3 1ssue) that “It is fair
to assume that the Congress movement has now been crushed for the war’s duration, perhaps

If by Congress is meant the Indian masses in general, it is hard to belleve that either

Much more to the point are the
following facts:

(1) The ever-growing .British
and American armed forces in
India, whose supply services com-
pete with the Indians in the
market for the available food.
(2) British exports from India
of grain to the British armed
forces in Iran, the Middle East
and Ceylon.

(3) No rationing system  of
any kind, making completely use-
less the perfunctory gestures of
price-fixing. .

The result of these factors is
universal hunger. Despite the
rigid British censorship, some of
the facts are seeping out. Even
a member of the Vicergy’s Council
admits that “Queues for daily
necessaries have become a common
feature in our towns . . . and
prices of foodstuffs have gone up
so high that large masses among
the middle classes and laborers are

experiencing acute hardships.”
(N. Y. Times, Jan. 8.)
“Some” - food riots, “especially

in Bombay Province,” are reported
in the same Times cable. The Jan.
18 London Daily Telegraph reports
that, in Nasik in Bombay Province,
treops were called out to quell a
“mob” which was raiding grain
shops, arresting 50 men and wom-
en. Troops and police have been
given orders to shoot “looters”
without warning.

All this, let us remember, in a
country which is 759 agrarian.
A food crisis in the most pre-
dominantly agricultural country
in the. world!

/
WHY NO RATIONING?

‘Why 1is there mno rationing
system? Here is the official alibi:
“Government authorities generally
agree that rationing of the whole
country is impossible because of
the millions of small producers,
not to mention caste and class
differences that make the feeding
of India so complicated.” (N. Y.
Times, Jan. 7.)

These alleged obstacles, how-
ever, could beé isarmounted by a
popular government which would
authorize the population itself —
through mass consumers’ com-
mittees, etc. — to police ration-

tastic rise in prices.

ing and prices. But the totalit-

arian British dictatorship would
not dare permit the intervention
of the masses, either in the field
or any other.

The British regime neither has
popular support mor can it
seriouély hope to seek it. Within
the population its sole support
comes precisely from those who
are profiteering from food scarcity
and selling supplies to the armed
forces: the landlords, importers,
food concerns, money -lenders,
speculators, etc. Thus any steps
to establish rationing and fixed
prices, to prosecute price violators
and hoarders, would be blows at
those elements .on which the
British regime rests: Hence no
rationing and price-fixing.

This fact is well understood in
India, Even the Federation of
Indian Chamber of Commerce has
blamed the government for the
food crisis, Likewise Gandhi, in
one of his recent letters to the
Viceroy, refers to “the privation
of the poor millions, due to the
India-wide scarcity which I cannot
help thinking might have been
largely mitigated, if not altogether
prevented, had there been a bona-
fide government responsible to a
popularly elected Assembly.”

ECONOMIC ROOTS OF
COMING STRUGGLE

Thus the most
economic needs are dictating to
the masses of India a new strug-
gle for indepedence. Last Aug. the
struggle was launched primarily
by the cosmopolitan-minded in the
cities who understood the inter-
national situation. This time the
most backward layers in‘city and
countryside are being goaded by
hunget.

If the next explosion in India
comes on this basis, it will have
far more of a basic class char-
acter than that of last August.
It will be directed not only
against the British rulers but also
against the native capitalists who
are visibly profiting from India’s
hunger. Neither their political
nor their economic needs, the
masses are learning, can be serv-
ed by any other method than the
mass vrevolutionary struggle
against British imperialism and

its native agents,

The March issue of the monthly
magazine, Fourth International,
which appeared for sale last week,
is one of the best in recent
months. It demonstrates - once
again that this Marxist journal is
an indispensable ‘instrument for
the education of advanced work-
ers.

The Class Meaning of the So-
viet Victories by Felix Morrow is
an illuminating examination -of
the reason why the reactionaries
in the United Nations are so per-
turbed by the recent victories of
the Soviet Union. The article dis-
cusses the “peace” moves of the
Finnish government, the Soviet-
Polish conflict, the Vatican in-
trigues, the second front and the
question of the ‘Soviet frontiers.
Every working class defender of
the Soviet Union. will benefit by a
reading of this timely article.

Those who have followed the
magazine in recent months will
also be deeply interested by the
article, The German Revolution in
the Leninist Period by Marc Loris,

ter Held in the Dec.-Jan. issues.
Loris analyzes the defeat of the

German revolution in the post-

war years, and the relation of
the Communist International to
this defeat. The article is an ex-
cellent contribution to the strug-
gle against the petty-bourgeois
elements who strive to show that
Bolshevism was responsible for
Stalinism, and is so written that
it will - be readly understood by
those who have not read Held’s
article.

(Incidentally, the issues contain-
ing Held’s article are still avail-
able at 20 cents per copy.)

Another timely article, In view
of the current talk about a fourth
term, is William ¥. Warde’s Ten
Years .of the New Deal, an ex-
amination of the evolution and
results of a decade of Democratic
Party rule under Roosevelt.

The Month in Review, which]

is becoming one of the most pop-
ular sections of the magazine,
deals this time with the Stalinist
murder of the Polish anti-fascists,
Alter and Erlich; the announce-
ment that the CIO, AFIL, Rail-
road Brotherhoods and National
Farmers Union have decided to
join forces against the anti-labor
legislation in Congress; and
Gandhi’s fast.

A NEW SERIES OF

6 Lectures — $1.00

The New York Schobl of Social Science

t announces

“THE SOVIET UNION AND THE
CAPITALIST WORLD: 1917-1943"

to be given by
FELIX MORROW

editor of Fourth International
at 116 University Pl., New York

FOR 6 WEDNESDAY EVENINGS, AT 8 P. M,
BEGINNING MARCH 24

6 LECTURES ON

25¢ per lecture

Many Timely Articles In
March ‘Fourth International’

The great. Marxist, Leon Trot-
sky, is represented in this issue
by an appreciation of Plekhanov
and his contribution to the in-
ternational revolutionary move-
ment. .

Also included is a review hy
John G. Wright of the most re-
cently published book by Trotsky,
“In Defense of Marxism — A-
gainst The Petty-Bourgeois Oppo-
sition,” issued by Pioneer Publish-
ers. Every reader of The Mili-
tant and Fourth International
should become the owner of this
book which Wright correctly de-
signated as “a new Marxist class-
ie.”

Other articles in the March is-
sue include:

The Political Misadventures of
the French Bourgeoisie by Mare
Loris — an analysi8 of the roles
played by DeGaulle, Darlan, Gi-
raud and Washington’s attitude
toward them.

Some British “Friends” of In-
dia by Ait Roy—a criticism of
the centrist-pacifist methods of
aiding the Indian struggle for in-
dependenca.

. Internutional Notes -- wnleh
this month contains an interest-
ing letter from Ireland; a brief
note on Australia; and a discussion
of the ¢plit in the Chilean Soeclal-
ist Party, by Terenca Phelan,
which liings up to date the rec-
ent 1eports on this question, |
written by him in The Militant.
Single copies of the [ I.
20 cents; a yearly ulscription
cost $2.00, Order from Business
Manager, 116 University Pl
sork ¢ ty.

cost
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THE WORKERS
AND THE SECOND
WORLD W AR

A Speech by
JAMES P. CANNON
48 Pages 10 Cents
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Place
New York Clty

compelling |

Auto Workers Denounce
Army Firing of Strikers

In Detroit the Army has been intimidating and
firing militant workers out of the auto and aircraft
factories. Colonel George E. Strong, chief of plant
protection for the Army Air Forces of the Michigan
area, has been condiicting a vigorous campaign against
“subversive elements”—which means, of course, all
workers who resist the current offensive against union
rights and conditions.

Colonel Strong has been engaged in thus weakening
the leadership of the'local unions since the first of the
year, gnd last week the international executive board
of the CIO United Automobile Workers finally got
around to protesting his actions. )

The executive board handled tlie Colonel with kid
‘gloves, merely asking for “clarification” of the situa-
tion and proposing a four-step procedure to the War
Department.

According to the March 3 issue of the Detroit News,
the proposals were:

“1. No man be discharged as a subversive unless
there are definite charges of sabotage, trafficking with
the enemy or enemy agents, or disloyal conspiracy to
disrupt war production. ‘ '

“2. That all accused persons be granted a hearing
and that the union have the right to appear at such
hearings where it so desires.

“3. That where the Army has withdrawn its ob-
- jections to the employment of any worker, such worker
shall be forthwith restored.

“4, That the right to discharge ‘subyersives’ shall
be in no case*used to punish men or women for union
activities.” .

This was indeed a mild protest against a policy un-
der which all local strike leaders have been automatlc-
ally labeled as subversives.

During the past two months Colonel Strong has'

discharged 10 rank and file leaders of strikes in Buick
in Flint and Bohn Aluminum in Detroit. In the strike
at Eclipse Counterbore Company in Detroit he barred
six rank and file leaders from the plant while he
“1nvest1gated their citizenship.” The Detroit News
mentions other “disciplinary action” by Strong which
has received mo publicity. Strong has also, according
to R. J. Thomas, UAW President, requested employers
to supply lists of “trouble makers” who were to be
discharged on grounds of “subvefsive actions.” '

“In other cases,” said Thomas, “the Army has
ordered men discharged and then withdrawn the order,
only to find the employer refusing to grant: re-employ-
ment.” ' .

The intervention of the military into the field of

labor relations, and the assumption by the officer caste

of the right to fire active unionists constitutes one of
the gravest threats to labor yet to come out of this war.

Union protests against these practices are necessary
—Iloud and militant protests. But in addition to send-
ing protests to the War Department, the unions must
also demand a return to genuine collective bargaining,
As long as the leadership of the unions surrender to
the employers the right to strike, they are in no
position to prevent brass hats from picking off militant
rank and filers and thus.undermining the unions.

Workers’ Protests Force
Freeing of Armstrong

Bob Armstrong, leading Trotskyist in TUlster
(North Ireland), who wags imprisoned in January for
distributing leaflets protesting the jailing of another
Trotskyist, Patrick McKevitt, has since been released,
according to the February issue of the British Social-
ist Appeal.

Even the police had to admit that the protest leaf-
lets which Armstrong had been distributing were free
of “sedition,” but he was detained under the Special
Powers Act which gives the British police practically

unlimited authority to persecute militant labor lead-
ers, -

The Socialist Appeal credlts widespread labor pro-

- tests with forcing Armstrong’s release. “The Release
Commlttee in Northern Ireland,” writes the. Appeal,
“was composed of representatives of the Workers

International League, the ITUWM and the Socidlist
Party of Northern Ireland. In addition Paddy Agnew,
North Ireland M, P, and apparently, the Irish Trans-
port and General Workers Union gave full support
to the campaign. McGovern and the Independent La-
bor Party Members of Parliament exerted pressure
on the Home Office. Some of the Left Labour M. P.’s
also took up the question.” Several unions in other

parts of the British Isles gave financial and moral

support.

Armstrong has been prominent in the British labor;
movement for over 10 years. He was a member. of
the Communist Party at the beginning of the Span-
ish Civil War and immediately joined the Intérna-
tional Brigade, It was on the basis of his experiences
in Spain that he first began to question the Stalinist
line. When the C. P. denied him discussion inside
the party on the Spanish question, he left the party
and subsequent]y joined the Trotskyists.

Armstrong has charged that the Stalinists have act-
ed as stool pigeons in Northern Ireland and aided
in police frameups against militant workers and revo-
lutionists — himself and McKevitt included.

McKevitt, a veteran union militant, has been de-
ported to Southern Ireland by the authorities. Arm-
strong is now leading the fight to end the exclusion
order against this working class leader.

'SUNDAY OPEN FORUM |

THIS WEEK: SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 8 P. M.
"“STALIN’S MURDER OF
ALTER AND ERLICH”
Speaker: ALBERT GOLDMAN
NEXT WEEK :

SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 8 P. M.
- “Your Standard of Living

and What’s Happening to It”’
Speaker: C. CHARLES
Auspices:
NEW YORK SCHOOL of SOCIAL SCIENCE
| 116 University Place (cor. 13th Street)
K, Question-Discussion Period Refreshments
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