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Broken

Rupture ‘Dramatically Bares Antagonisms
Between Workers'’ State and Democracles

By Anthony Massini
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G HALS FOR SHOVDOY

Tens Of Thousands Walk Out 0f Mines As f

Union Demands Negofiations Be Resumed

UMW Policy Com'mlttee Denounces War Labor Board, Lev_ns Says'
Members Won't ‘Trespass’ Without a Contract After April 30

I

By Philip Blake

NEW YORK, April 28. — The govemment’s wage-freezihg program

since Hitler’s attack on the Soviet Union — that the
“end of the war and the defeat of Hitler by the *Uni-
‘ted Nations” will not end the danger to the Soviet
Union—was dramatically confirmed this week when
_the Soviet government broke relations with the Pol-
ish government - in - exile because of its ‘‘hostile

entered a profound crisis and the miners’ struggle for higher wages was head- ‘
ed for a showdown this week as the policy committee of the United Mine Work-r ;
ers voted to stand firm in its wage demands and as tens of thousands of union
members walked out of the coal mmes. The UP reported that 41,000 had al-
ready discontinued work by this morning; and many more were expected to join
them before the extended contract expired at midnight April 30. 5

£

campaign’
with the German
that the Soviet Union had
massacred 10, OOO Polish

officers.

Foreign Commissar Molotov’s
note announcing the rupture of
relations describes the recent be-
havior of the Polish government
as ‘“entirely abnormal, violating
all regulations and standards of
relations between two allied
states.” There can be no doubt
that the Polish = government’s
procedure over the German charge
was deliberately hostile to- the.
USSR. '

Desgpite the fact that the two
nations are allied, despite the fact
that the Polish govermment has
an ambassador in  the Soviet
Union, the Polish officials pointed-

claim

ly ignored the Soviet government:

and appealed -to the International
Red Cross for an investigation of

‘What wags the Polish govern-

‘ment’s aim in following such a

procedure? Molotov’s -note charges
that the present campaign around
the issue of the Polish officers was
undertaken “in order to exert
pressure upon the Soviet govern-
ment” for the purpose of getting
territorial concessions on
Soviet-Polish border.. The Soviet

in connection’

the |

beyond the possgibility of some |,

basis in fact.”

*Whatever the = other specific
motives of the "Allied and Soviet
governments, the lastest develop-
ments must, be viewed as the most
graphic expression to date of the
fundamental antagonism. between
the “democracies” and the Soviet
Union. , Those who stand for the
defense of the Soviet Union, as
we Trotskyists do, must continue
to warn the masses that:the Soviet
Union remains in great danger.

Post Office Bans

Apr. 24 ‘Militant’ |~
From the Mails

persecute The Militant and to in-
terfere with 1ts dehvery to sub-

six page issue dated April 24 and’

devoted to May Day, has been de-
clared “nonmailable” by the post-

‘al authorities in Washington and

will not be allowed through the
mails. The subscribers’ copies
were. ordered destroyed.

The letter ahnouncing this

The Post Ofﬁce contmues to |

Grade Labehng Plan

Abandoned By OPA

Proflteers to Vlolate Price Ceilingss

.On Aprll 21 Price Administ

trator Prentiss M. Brown ‘sol-
emnly stated that the OPA: will
carry out Roosevelt’s pledge 1o
“hold the line” on prices..
The emptmess of Brown’s
promise wastrevealed less than

Further, it would have béén more
difficult. to palm off ~inferior
prodiicts as “specially improved”
and to defraud the consumers in
a hundred different ways 'if the
.quality of the product wis plainly
indicated and the price ceilings
uniform for all similar grades.

N. Y. SWP Holds 2

'|May Day Affairs

day, Local New York of the
Socialist Workers Party will
hold a meeting on Sunday, May
2, at 8:15> P. M. Precisely be-
cause May Day is an interna-
tional holiday, the manner in
which it has been celebrated

'union by adding that “It

““As matters stand, there will be no bituminous contract by April 30 . _

UMW President John L.¢
Lewis declared last night,
and he reaffirmed the tra-
ditional stand of the

is perfectly reasonable to
assume at all times that
the mine workers of the
country will not trespass
oni the properties of the
coal operators in the ab-
sence of a contract.” =

WLB INTERVENTION

The miners’ struggle entered a
new stage on April 22 when the
War Labor -Board announced that
it was assuming jurisdiction over
the case and. ordered represeritar|:
| tives- of the union and the" coal
operators to appear at a hearing

since the negotiations began on
March 10, and they immediately
left for Washington. The union
had denounced the WLB as a|
court packed against labor, and
it refused to appear at its hearing.

The WLB then went- ahead in
the absence of the union; its
chairman, William H. Davis,, de-
clared on April 24 that it would

I the | coal
“ton.
“twork out a settlement through

among the fattest of the nation’s
cost-plus war hogs.”

~ The letter repeated the union’s
opposition to the WLB, declaring
that “this board wields the
headsman’s axe against the work-
ers of the country” and that by

{ Davis® April 24 statement it “has

already rendered a declslon in the
mine workers’ case.’

The policy committee concluded
the letter by requesting “that gov-
ernment authority should. direct
operators in Washing-
; to return forthwith and
collective

bargaining, without

‘political limitation.” Lewis/ added

that the policy committde was
“standing by” in New York for a
reply to this letter.

OPPOSING FORCES

Arrayed” a,gainst ‘the miners are|

powerful forces who realize that

'the stake in the present fight is

—the entire government ap-
paratus, the power and authority
of the. White House, Congress, the
government mediation agencies,
the draft boards and control of the
armed forces whom Roosevelt has
already used more than once to
break strikes and whom he was
ready to use to end the UMW
District 50 strike at the Celanese

mumble support for the miner;s’
demands but who refuse to: get
off the government boards which
are being used to. deny those
demands.

THE MINERS’ STRENGTH

The UMW relies first of all on

its own half-million members,
loyal and militant unionists who

understand the difficulties facmg \

them, who have more than once

shown. the way to the rest of '

American labor and who are sup-
porting the present struggle al-

most. to a man. Thejr readiness =

to fight can be verified by the

ireports of newspapermen covers

ing the mining areas and by the
walkouts -that have alteady oc-

| curred.

In addition, “L.ewis @ was ».pl;c-
tured yesterday as convinced.not

negotiators, but also of the rank

the Nazi charges. ib ‘ in Washington. This was a step/. : ; and file of ‘01'ganiged labor. 'In
‘ 8 . Sc‘]‘: ers . . e ) . AC"IOI’\ W|II Make lt Much Easler for To. celebrate May Day, the greeted ‘with joy by the operators, the whole 'pa‘t.t‘ern f(?Y‘ keeping | this connection, mlners SDOkeS-
AIM OF POLISH  COURSE ast week’s edition, ‘a specxax hadmonal workmg class holi-|who had been requesting it ‘ever|labor in subjection during the war {men pointed to the growing

manifestations. of discontent by
both AFL and CIO wunions with
the government's wage and price
control policies, as ‘well ‘as with’
the policies and regulations of thke
War Manpower Commission freez-
ing tens of millions of workers in
their JObS » (N. Y. Times, ‘April
26.)

Acting together and followmg ;

i s x -!: :

i government’s . response t6 this brazen interference with the right|a week later. when on April 26 PRESSURE each year has reflected the con-|handle the case under the Little | Corporation in Newark, N. J., last!a militant policy, the workers in
By pressure must be interpreted |Of free press did not state why the N. Y. Times reported.that =R ‘ dition of the world working class| Steel formula, which automatic- | Week. \ the UMW, CIO and AFL could
“ therefore as counter-pressure and |the postal authorities had iaken|the OPA had decided to scuttle| The Big Business, campaign at the time. This holds true today. | a]ly rules out higher wage rates| Then there are the coal overcome any obstacle. But the

¥

an open indication that it is not
inclined to make any such con-
cessions -as are sought by the
Polish officials.

BRITISH AND U. S. ROLE

Why did the Polish government
adopt such a provocative course?
Government circles in ‘Britain and
the United States liave deplored
and regretted the latest develop-
ments, but ‘it must not be
forgotten that only a few mopnths
ago they permitted the Polish
government-in-exile, . which gen-
erally does not dare to take a
step without their permission, to
arouse an anti-Soviet agitation
over the border question and over
allegéd interference by the Soviet

on in Polish “internal” affairs.

'i‘he present crisis, even if not
desired by London and Washing-
ton, is a natural consequence of
that agitation. If the break rep-
resents a victory. for Nazi pro-
paganda; as the British. and
Afmerican press insist, then it
was one made possible by the
atmosphere encouraged by Wash-
ington and London.

STALIN'S CRIMES

It- must also be remembered
that the present anti-Soviet agita-
tion has been facilitated by the
methods: of the Stalinist)bureau-
cracy in 'the past. The execution
of sthe . Polish socialist . leaders.

" Alter' and Erlich, on the ground

that they were aiding the Nazis,
is only the most recent Stalinist
crime which has served to dis-

credit the Soviet Union:in the i ; : ; ing and importance to the film. Itis this scene which gives'the .t the intention was to go further than that. The liars in | To seek the guarantee of a
eyes of the masses. reports furmshed to the State Depgrtment by Davies \thle _he picture pohtlcal ]mp(%)rtance and expla]ns its Very existence. charge 6f producmg the f%m actual]y bid 2 sEhne ShOW]ng mlmmum Sork Weck oF 40 hO\ll‘S vk
The Stalinist regime and its|Was ambassador, and of letters written by him to various in- It is this scene Whlch makes of the film a continuation of - Trotsky plottmd with von Ribbentrop, one of Hitler’s right- in war plants. ‘

monstrous crimes provide all the
actual and potenhal enemies of
‘the Soviet Union with most con-
venient and effective pretexts for
dealing blows to .the first workers’
state in history. The N. Y. Herald
Tribune, the representative of the
capitalists in this country who are
most willing now a days to strike
‘some kind of deal with Stalin,
declares . editorially on April 27
that “the record of the Russian
government is such that not even
its .staunchest friends can reject
the (Polish officers) story as

this action or what articles in the
April 24 issue théy found “objec-
tionable.” Efforts are being made
to .obtain thig information, but
in the past such efforts have al-
ways beer} in vain.

The feature articles in the April

24 issue of The Militant were the:

May Day Manifesto of the Social-
ist Workers Party; an article
analyzing the government’s job-
freezing order of April 17; stories
and editorials denouncing the cor-
porations which have been caught
selling the government defective
war material; a ‘short history of
the trial of ‘Frank Jacson,’ GPU
killer of L.eon Trotsky who was
sentenced to 20 years by a Mexican
court; the announcement that V.
R. Dunne is running as the Social-
ist Workers Party candidate for

the grade labeling 'prpgra,m — a
step which will inevitably lead to
higher prices by making it easier
for profiteers to violate price ceil
ings.

Brown’s sabotage of the gl&de
labeling program -was the result
of pressure brought. upon hig office
by the canning and advertising ipé
dustries, as well as: Big Business
in general.

Under this ploglam all fru1ts;

and vegetables canned this year
would have been graded. accord-
ing .to government standards,
with the grade marked on the
label. 'The National Canners Asso-
ciation and the Grocery Manufac-
turers of America opposed this
step becaues it would ‘have
revealed to the consumers that
many little-advertised brands are
of 'the same quahty as the high

against this program was not con-
fined to propaga,nda methods, but
included. direct blackmail when
the canners threatened not to can
the ‘1943 crop if grade labeling
was enforced.

The “Heard in Washington”
column of the Scripps-Howard
newspapers reported on March 27
that the canners would have their
way in the fight because they had
notified the OPA ‘that they had
not yet contracted for c¢rops from
the farmers and would not con-
tract for them until they were
certain of “relief from grade la-
beling, assurance on prices.”

In other words,
warned the government that the
people would simply have to go
without canned food next year
unless prices were allowed to rise

Big Business

E. R. Frank, the main speaker of
the evening, will show how May
Day, 1943 reflects nationally and
internationally the situation of
workers in the Second World War.
There will be a special May Day
program. The place: hall of the
New York School of Social
Science, 116 University Place,
New York City.

Local New York has also
arranged a May Day party. The
prograim includes dancing, ‘mass
singing of working class songs,
and other special features. Refresh-
ments and food will be served.
The ‘party will be held at the local
headquarters, 116 University PIl,
4th floor. Time: Satulda,y, May 1,
8:30 P. M.

* Those who really wish to
celebrate this May Day are urged
to celebrate it with the New York

for the miners. On the same day
the War Labor Board, with its
CIO and AFL members concur-
ring, ordered the miners to con-
tinue “uninterrupted production.”
On April 26 it set up a three-man
panel to consider the case, with
David B. Robertson of Cleveland,
president of the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Firemen and Engin-
eers, accepting a place on the
panel.

THE UNION’S STAND

The UMW policy committee met
yesterday to consider these dev-
elopments and adopted a letter to
Secretary of Labor Perkins, blam-
ing the breakdown of the negotia-
tions on “certain political figures
in ‘Washington” and on the U. S.
Steel Corporation and associated
steel interests who dominate the

operators, who are supported by
all the other capitalists, bankers
and monopolists; the capitalist
press—both conservative and
“liberal”—to be used to incite

publi¢ opinion against the miners’

and their -leaders; the Stalinist

betrayers of labor and the labor

fakers who are forced by pres-
sure from the union ranks to

members of the CIO and AFL,

while wholly sympathetic to the
miners’ fight, have unfortunate-
ly not been mobilized to give ac<
tive support to it. This is one
of the key problems facing the

workers in the present struggle. .

(See editorial,
The
Page 4

“How To Fight
Wage-'F1 cezing Ordér,” .on
of this issue.)

UAW EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETS
T0 PROTEST FREEZING ORDER

The International Executive Board of the” CIO United-
‘Auto Workers met in. Cleveland last weék to discuss the crisis

created by Roosevelt’s wage-freezing and job-freezing arders-

The decisions of the board, representing almost a ‘million work-

érs in the most militant and democratic ClO international, .re-

Mayor of Minneapolis, etc. pnced and- better-known ‘brands.

even higher than they are today.|Trotskyists,

group and who “are

‘Mission To Moscow’ Continues A Frameup

The following are extracts from a speech at the Sunday
Open, Forum of the N. Y. School of Social Science, April 25.
. Albert Goldman acted as™ Leon . Trotsky’s attorney at the
historic hearmgs in Mexico conducted by the Dewey Commis-
sion investigating the Moscow trlals

Without an undcxstandmg of polltlcs it is 1mpos<1ble to

_explain the appealance of the film “Mission TofMoscow.” With-

out an understanding of polmcs it is 1mp0551b1e to explalh the
publication of the book “Mission To Moscow” by Joseph E.
Davies, former American Ambassador to-the Soviet Union.

There is no value whatever in the book. It consists of

‘dividuals. during that time. The reports and letters contain

statistical data concerning the Soviet Union and interpretations

of events occurring in the Soviet Union, showing the mtellectual
development of a college 'sophomore. s

In general the theories which Davies present% in explana-
tion of events in the Soviet Union are those of Walter Duranty

the journalist who has made a name for himself by giving a -

version of these events, acceptable both to the GPU and the
capitalist newspapers. In his reports Dav1es speaks of Duranty
as a veritable genius.

The book appeared subsequent to Hitler’s attack on the
Soviet Union, when Stalin, after a round of friendship with
Hitler, joined Churchill and Roosevelt in the great crusade:

for democracy, justice, humanity, freedom and flut]] It is
possible that Davies could have gotten a-publisher for his
dull and sophomoric reports if Hitler had not attacked the

' Soviet Union. He has enough money. to purchase publication

and the right to be classed as an author.

,But it is impossible to conceive that such a book should
ever have been made the basis of a film. It is highly doubtful
that even with his millions Davies could have succeeded in
convincing Hollywood to film the impressions of a traveller.

‘What explains the appearance of the film? There is in it
a scene of the Moscow trials and it is this which gives mean-

Stalin’s frameups.
| The Method of the Film

It is reported that the film will show a composite scene of
the last two Mescow trials, the two which Davies personally
attended. Some, apparently naive persons, will undoubtedly
contend that only that which actually occurred has been filmed.
There were of course trials in Moscow. If Radek and Bukharin
and Krestinsky are depicted in the film it can also be said that’
they were defendants in the trials. Moreover they repeat only
that which was actually said by the original actors at the trials.
How can then the film be designated as a continuation of a
frameup? ' \ - '

operators’

What would we think of a film of the Sacco-Vanzefti case'

showing the witnesses for the state, giving their testimony, the
.judge rendering his verdict and perhaps the President of

. Harvard stating that the verdict is a just one? We would
consider such a picture as a continuation of the frameup in
spite -of the fact that everything it showed actually occurred.
Because it failed to give the testimony of Sacco and Vanzetti,
because it failed to give the opinions of prominent persons in
favor of Sacco and Vanzetti, it would clearly continue the
original frameup.

This is- the methqd used -in ‘Mlssmn To Moscow.” At

hand men. A picture of this scene appeared in PM, daily news-
paper in New York, with the remark that it hdd been taken out.
Such -a scene finds no basis even in the records of the trials;

showing to what extent those in charge of the picture were.

willing to go in order to discredit Trotsky. I do not know the
reason for the decision to cut that scene . out. Either those in
charge were afraid of some legal action or'else someone sug-
gested that it would be going ‘too far and that it would be

best for them to stickito the actual transcript of the trials:
Liars can defend themselves best if they can make the technical’

claim that they stuck to the facts,

(Continued o,nh page 3)

_ i public.”

flected the views and the pressure of labor’s ‘rank and file:
®The board voted:

To. ask its members to’ resign
‘from the War’ Manpower, - Coms
mission, which handed down the
job- freezmg order. .

To reaffirm its opposition® to.

“incentive pay” speedup plans; ‘to

table such plans introduced at the . .
meeting by Richard Frankensteen;

and to make it
Frankensteen was.
thority to, cammit. the. unijon 1o
such plans in the WPB subcom
mittee of which he'ig~a: member.

To demand the scrapping of the

1

[only of the support of the. miners; - '
in. the position taken by’ their.

Little Steel formula which pro-[

hibits wage

workers.

To insist on rigid price contr’ol

and a roll-back in prices to the'

Sept. 15, 1942 level.

To meet again 1n Washmgton
within ten days to exert pressure
for 'modification of . Roosevelt’s
freezing order, 4

To issue a call for nine regional
conferences to include all UAW

locals to register the union’s pro-

test against the freezing order.

‘To appropriate money for news-
paper advertisements and. radio
time to take its case “to -the

increases  for | thetw
great majority .of the natlons
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The Roosevelt war government
is up against its first labor crisis
smce Pearl Harbor. Green and
Murray had intended to support
Roosevelt """" "‘Hold the-line” |
order, but the pi essure ‘is getting
.tog’ ‘strdng for theii comfort
These august “labor" statesmen
are being shoved around’ by ‘the
ers’ of tlie international
ififonis; who in' turn are teeling

‘thle Lot anger 'of their own mem?

bership. Labor ranks are seething

. with dissatisfaction.
Green has assailed -McNutt’s ]Ob
freeze or der as “an dssault on the

exermse of fieedom by working]

men and ‘Wwomen, dnd’on their
right to sell their labor under the
-most, advantageous
Murray bestiiied h‘lmself after the
action ‘of the AW Intérnational
Executive Board and criticized the
jobfréeze ‘order. Eric Peterson,
Vice- President of the International
Association ‘of Machinists, declared
that the WMC restrictions are
“bringing workers in this coun-
try close to the level of slave
labor“ !

* There is no question but that
the labor movement is in a furore
-gvér “Roosévelt’s wage ‘and job

freeze. The coal controversy will

bring the crisis to a head. The
-govérnment faces a crisis with its
own labor movement 17 months
dfter Anierica’s entry
second world war. :
& * *
Followmg the' UAW Interna-
tional Executive Board’s denuncia-
tion of McNutt’s War Maripower
Commission, CIO represéntatives
Victor Reuther, August Scholle,
president 'of the Michigan CIO,
and Tracy Doll, president of
Michigan’s  Labor’s Non-Partisan
League iesigned from the Detroit
War® Manpowei Commissxon Im-
] diatély afterwards all AFL
bers headed by Frank X.
M rtel, president of the Wayne
County Federation of Labor, sub-
mitted their resngnations
“Ror the time ‘being the Detroit
WMC is'dead “as’ a dodo. These
government bureaus and boards
cannot “function “for a minute
wrthout labor support
S5 e Yo

Tremendous sympathy for the

mine wmkers and suppmt for-

their struggle is sweeping the
‘ ranks of thé' United Aato’ workers
R."J. Thomas, president of 'thé
union tried to ward ot'f criticism
that he and the other UAW lead-
€rs’ were not backing the miine
workers demands ~ vigorously
enough by sending a long letter
of explanation to all local unions.
The letter stated in part: “I and
all * other ofﬁcers of ‘the UAW-
CIO are strongly in favor of the
miners’ wage’ demands I ‘and all
other ‘of our International ofﬁceis
have ' constantly’ opposed the
‘Little  Steel’ formula’ ~through
which an ethit is being made to
freeze ‘the Wages ‘of labor.

. “Mr Lewis charges that some
ofﬁcers of the UAW- CIO have
sniped_ t ‘the United Mine Work-
ers” is’ completely false. Your of-
ﬁcers havée” at all times supported
: the demands of’ the United Mine

rkers

"I want to urge your, local
legitimate demands of the United
Mine Workers '

* * *

"I‘he Buffalo labor movement
was electriﬁed this week by the
an Ouncement of “Louis” Mayer,
president of  Lodge No. 585 of
the International, Association of
' Machims‘ts, ‘that 20,000  workers of
thé "Curtiss-Wright Buffalo - dir-
plane division will demand release
from their jobs despite the WMC

RADE
NOTES

By E. R. Frank

conditions.”.

‘into ‘the

UNIO|

{

freeze order unless a decision on
their wage case is announced by
May '10. The union seeks a 5 cent
general 1nciease and 20% ot the

‘botius * syst The
certified to t

18; 1942‘

casé

# % %
Sheriffv Tipping announced that
the draft reg’istrations and class-
ifications’ of ! about ofie hundred‘
strikers were being - checked in
connection  with the strike now
taking place at the Bendix Avia-
tion Corporation plant at Bendix,
N I
"Draft registrations, apparently,

have many uses.
Ve * £

‘that their ‘shop committees® be
given equal authority with man-
dgement in préparing “méanning
tables” and replacement schedules
at the factory. level. The letter
pointed out that this policy was
wecessary as -othefwise “the em-
ployers would “use the threat of
induction of workers into the
‘armed services as'a club tostifle
union 01‘ganizations or to in-
timidate shop committees
H oo %

Iowa AFL leadeis have an-
nounced a mnew plan” they have
developed whereby labor can wield
greater influence in political elec-
tions. The new scheme gives union
members a financial incentive for
voting, according to A. A. Couch,
President of the Iowa State Fed-
eration of labor.

He said the program would be
based upon an increase of 5 or 10
cents a month in union dues. This
money would 'be accumulated in a
fund for use in paying bonuses to
'members affer they had voted on
election days

There are about 190,000 union
voters in the state and Mr Couch
emphasized that: the 'aim of ‘the
plan would be ‘not to tell union
members how they should vote,
but to get out the union-vote.

Wonderful p 1'a n ! ‘Someone
should tip off the “labor’ states-
men of Iowa” that they might try
to adopt a program of action de-
‘signed’ to solve the problems ‘of
the workers “‘of Towa ' and ‘then
put a labor’ party and’somé labor
candidates in the field to fight
for that program This will sure-
Iy prov1de a greater incentive for
the workers to go out and vote |
than giving them a door prize at
the end of the eléction.

R J

Boris Shishkin economist of the
AFL declared that in the first
year of the war s1x American
workers were killed onthe job
for every soldier killed in
action. ., . Over 4,000,000 work-
ers were inJuied in industrial
accidents. Of “these, 165,000 will
never work again—their ‘i;njuries
left them permanently disabled.”

* %k ¥ !

The  Associated Industries of
Florida and their creature State
Attorney ~General Watgon have
succeeded in- pushing through the
Florida House of Representatives

1a constitutional amendment ‘to out-

Iaw closed shop agreements in the
state The amendment is now in
the hands of the State Senate. Im.
mediately the ‘notorious’ Rickeh-
‘backer ' jumped to attention andf
Wired the Florida Legislature con-
gratulating them’ on their stand
dand éndorsing “* the
amendment

“We ‘wish the :labor movement
would display ‘as much ‘energy

proposed,

and decisiveness as Rickenbacker
and’ his backers do..

N.Y.SWP Protests

Frameup

NEW YORK, April 28,
The Socialistt Workers Party,
New York Local, today issued
the followmg statement of pro-
test against Warner Brothers
film production, “Mission to
Moscow ” which is having its
premiere at the New York Hol-
Iywood Theatre on Thursday,
April 29:

* “Warner Brothers has produced
‘Mission to Moscow’ with the tacit
approval of the Roosevelt ad-
ministration. ‘Washington wants
to do a diplomatlc favor for
) Stalin, to whitewash his crimes
in return for Stalins continuedk
support of. the Allied Powers.
“But no book and no number of
films can whitewash Stalin’s
crimes against the world work-
ing class. Foremost among them
were the Moscow Frameup Trials,
the judicial murder of the Old
Bolshevik leaders, Lenin’s com-
rades in- arms accompanied by the
mass’ purges of thousands and
. tens of thousands. Then Stalin shot
the Red Generals,

seriously

Film

— | weakening the Red Army on the

‘ove of Hitler's attack.

“Leon Trotsky, creator of the
Red Army and chief defendant in
the Moscow Trials, was condemned
to death by Stalin. This ‘verdict
was’ carried out in August, 1940
by the GPU agent ‘Jacson,’” who'
has just ‘beert - sentericed ' to ‘20
years by the Mexican courts for
assassinating Trotsky.

“The Moscow Trials were
branded &s frameups by the
Dewey Commission of TInquiry
which summed up its findings
as follows '

“ ‘The Commissmn finds, on the
basis of all " available evidence,
both for the prosecution and for
Leon 'I'rotsky, that Leon Trotsky
‘and 'his sofi Leon Sedov are not
guilty “of "the chdrges made
against ‘them in " the Moscow
Tridls of Atuigust, 1936 and Jan-
uary, 1937. It also finds that the
trials were frameups.

“The film, ‘Mission to Moscow,’
is being used today to' whitewash
Stalin’s crimes ”

Next week’s issue of The Mtlt-
tant will feature a report on the
picture. - ;

| but

In a speCial communication
the . UAW-CIO -has urged all
local unions .to demand

The war may bring suffering
and lowered living standards to
the great majority of the people,
‘the monopolies and  the
wealthy are  doing all right by
themselves  in = wartime ‘as- in
peace. And you don’t have to take
The Militant’s word for it eithei
Just listen to the cautious and
carefully-worded statements of

3 government officials’ 4nd ‘agerncies.
é "~ wag'
WLB on November’

" Assistant Attorney Geneéral Tom
C. Clark addressed a meeting ofp
the American Busmess CongieSS
in New York on April 22, and’ tifs
is what he said, accmding to the"
N. Y. Tinies’ report:

““Mpy. Clark pointed out that the
war has created monopoly in in-
dustry.
program jn this country 175,000
companies provided 70% of the
tatiofn’s “manufacturing - olitput,
while today, two and a half’ Yedrs
later, the ratio has been reversed
to the point “where 100 corpora-
tions hold 70% of" the war ‘and
essential’ civilian contracts:’ “This
group, he declared, has obtained
the “bulk of “the' ‘$14,000,000, 000
worth: of - new plants built at gov-
eriment éxpense,

“He called the ‘monumental
junk heaps of aluminum pots and
pans commandeered . from the
housewives of America; the piles
.of scrap rubber and old iron now
scarring the public squares of our
cities; the pleas of our armed
forces for binoculars; the enorm-
ous difficultiés we have ex-
perienced” in- the production of
magnesium, electric equipment
plastics, machine * tools, critical
chemicals and vital medicines’
memorial to the role of monopoly
‘played in this war. v

¢z

At the start of the war.

 less than $1,500 per unit m 194‘2

“He declared that it was im-
possible to produce such items as

electric lamps, glass  bottles,
aluminum pots, a pair of spec-
tacles, synthetic rubber and

vitamin products without the per-
mission from ‘a “private group
which has usur ped power over in-
dustry. . .

And while the monopolies are
tepaid - for having  thus played |.
havoe with essential production
by . being giveir® the lion’s share
of: war ! the in-
dustrialists, coupon-
clippers and théir families ‘con-
tinué* to receive the lions share
of the ‘national‘income,”” -

This was demonstrated in the
recently-issued study of ‘the Of-
fice of Price Administration’s
Division of Resedrch, “Citilian
Spending and Savmg, 1941° and
1942,” according to which:

There are 33,360,000 families
and 7,850,000 single people con-
stituting over 41,000,000 spend-
ing' units.”

Of these units 40.6% received

“ificome received by the
whole population

On the other side of the tracks,
1. 9% of the nation’s spending
units received $10,000 and ovér
last year The total income
received by these came to 15.8%
of ‘the money ifnconie.

Thus less than 2% of the peo-
ple” got more money than over
40%.

That’s ‘the kind of “‘equality of
sacriﬁce” that the capitalists go
for in a big way

Fresh proof of the anti-Semitic
views held by General Giraud and
Tis American-supported iegime in
North .Africa 'was presented this
week by the French Republican
Committee in New °York. Docu-
mentary evidence of anti-Jewish
decrees issued by Giraud after he
‘had been placed in power by the
United States was shown by the
French Committee to reporters for
the Overseds Neéws Agency, Inc.
The story was printed in the
N. Y. Times April 27. '

On Jan. 30, 1943 Giraud issued
an order entitled “The Use of the
Jeéws ‘in the Army” to the efficer
caste under his command. This
document contained the hitherto
unpublished clauseS'

“1, Jewish eommissmned and
non- commissioned" officers = and
men in the reserve Will generally
be assigned to special non-com-
-batant work units.

“2. This measure appears ne-

New Trotsky Book

NEW YORK, April 27. —
The special’ campaign for the
sale of Leon Trotsky’s “In De-
fense' of Marxism” which has
been conducted by the New
York Local of the  Socialist
‘Workers Party is certain to go

‘which has already been reached.
Over- 200 copies have already been
sold, and many individual mem-

i| reports.

Among the highlights of the six
‘weeks ‘campaign is' the achieve-
ment’ of one comrade who doubled,
‘her'salées” from four'to eight‘in the
last week; running closely behind'
Her, in competition 'for the’ ﬁrst
prize, is ahother comrade with gix
sales. Additional sales of the book
are still” being * reported and “the
winner cannot be determinéd antil
the May 1 deadline. A large nimber
of comrades have two or 1iofe
sales to their credit. One of the

‘was to"'mail copies to’ friends and\
sympathizers
effective. One sympathizer to
whom the book was mailed
responded With a check for $5.

Reports coming in from readers
indicate that they’ recognize the
political significance of thée new
Marxist classic by Leon Trotsky.
The clarity with which Trotsky
analyzed the political tasks facing
our generation and the veriﬁcation
of his predictions "in the brief
three years since this book was
written cannot fail to' make a'deep
impression-upon every reader. The
role of the Soviet Union in world
politics, dialectical materialism
democratic centralism and other
questions d\ealt with in ‘this
volume are thoroughly illuminated
by Trotsky in his last fight against
the ' attempts = to~ revise ' the
Marxist position upon the out-
break of the 'present war in
Burope.

The New York Local of the
SWP feels that its successful cam-
paign to spread the last work of
the great MarXist teacher of the
proletarian movement has been a
big" forward 'step.’ This ‘success
testifies to the serious attitude of
the New York Trotskyists toward
theoretical as well as practical

Glraud lssues, Another
Anti-Semitic D

cessary in order to avmd having
thie entire’ JeWish population gain
the title of ‘war veéteran, which
might pre]udice ‘the status to be
given to these” people after the
war 2

This directive shows that Giraud
and his staff enVisage a secondar
citizenship for ‘the Jews, not’ only
during the war but “afterwards
as ‘well. ok

“This anti-Semitic order was
handed down AFTER the Casa-
blanca conference when Giraud
m t with Churchill and RooseVelt

42 Mqre Autq Locqls
Give A|d for Postal

“We as well as all the other
unions Hope that the case will be
won,” writes Local'5 of the United
Auto Workers South Bend Ind

in' a letter to {Hé" Civil Rights ‘

Dei'ense ‘Committee containing ‘d
contribution in support of the
appeal to reveise the conviction
of 'Kelly ‘Postal, Minneapolis
unjonist,’ whose only “crime” was
that he carried out the directives
of ‘his union when it voted to
transfer from the AFL to the CIO
in 1941,

Another contribution in defense
of Postal was received by~ thé

well above the original quota,.

bers have yet to make their final |

methods uged’ in selling the book |

“This proved very‘

activity.

CRDC last week from - Local 581
of ‘the UAW Flint 'Micli

Seven Reinstated at

‘"Thompson Products

Seven’ "UAW-CIO" committee men
and stewards who were fired t‘rom
the Thompson Prodiicts plant “in

Cleveland two weeks ago for union |}
; actiVity, won' their’ ]obs back after |

the one-day’ strike of tlieir union
on April 15. °

The militancy of the workers |
‘was such that the regional War |

Labor \Board' for once ‘moved

rapidly to arbitrate the’ diSpute‘

and ordered the reinstatement of
the seven men. Five other
discharged unionists will have
their cases reviewed’ through the
regular labor-management griev-

ance machinery- set up by thel

union.

»Celebrdte
MAY DAY

v

. With the

Trotskyists!

Attend
The May Dayv Secial
SATURDAY EVENING
: - MAY 1
Auspiees N Y. Local SWP
and
The May Day Meeting
SUNDAY, MAY 2,at 8 P. Mf
Speaker: E. B, ERANK
MASS SINGING
Other May Day
Features - ,
Soclalist Workers Party

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE.
'NEW YORK CITY

}genilcs RBU‘

By ALBERT PA KER

Some

Harlem Ilally

Against Army

Jlm Crow

Asks for Support
In the Lynn Lase

i

By ROBERT KINGSLE‘(

NEW YORK—Over 1000 mem-
bers and sympathizers of the
March-On-Washington Movement
met at the Golden Gate Ballroom
in Harlem on April 22 to protést
against segregation and the
tostering of race hatred in, the
armed forces.

The speakers at the meeting
paid particular attention to the
case of Winfred Lynn, the first
Negro inducted into the army to
challenge in the courts the
segregation of Negroes by the
mjlitary and draft authorities,
w‘hich he contends is a violation
of Section 4(a) of the 1940 Draft
Act which states .. . there shall
-be no discrimination against any
person on account of race or
color,”

In previous. decisions concern-
ing Jim Crow cases the Supreme
Court has held that segregation is
not in itself discrimination. The
defendeis of Winfred Lynn at the
Harlem meeting differed with this
view. They argued that there is
no -segregation without = dis-
crimination; juggling words does
not ‘eliminate inequities.

THEME OF MEETING

The fundamental théme of the
meeting was that the government
itself is spreading fascist doc-
trines and segregation in this
country and that although “this is
the Negro’s .darkest hour, it is
also his greatest opportunity to
ﬁght for equality.”

A. Pliilip ‘Randolph, national
director of the MOWM, declared
that the state and its leader are
subjeet to pressure and that they
move in the direction of the
greatest pressure. He referred as
examples to the Odell Waller case
where Roosevelt refused to "in-
tervene on behalf of the doomed
shaiecioppei because of insuf-
ficient piessure on him and to
Roosevelts deciSion to..reopen: the

Crowisni after labor, Negro and

cancellation by McNutt,

"Randolph said that the time
for the Negro ‘people to “apply
their pressure for equality is now
because it will ‘be too late after
the war.

Roy Wilkins, assistant secretary
of the NAACP, gave a detailed
discussion of conditions in the
armed forces to show that segrega-
tion for“Negroes there means dig-
crimination as it does in civilian
life; his example of the Negroes
in the Army Air Corps made the
point very well.

Other speakers included Arthur
Garfield f—Iays of the American
Civil Liberties Union and Arthur
Gilbert both attorneys in the
Lynn case; Dwight Macdonald,
author of the March-On-Washing-
ton Movement’s new pamphlet on
military Jim Crow and the Lynn
case; Wilfred Kerr of the Brook
lyn NAACP Samuel Zack

vising,
Wuges to Meet
Rlsmq Lwlnq Cosfs

TEPC hearings on* railroad{ Jinm

liberal, groups had protested théir'|,

Stalinism and the Plans to
Save Capitalism in Europe

"By A, ROLAND T

The fate of the European
continent and of. the world lies
in what happens in Germany
and France in the near future:
It is only a question’ of timé for
Hitler’s doom to be sealed. Ger-
many will stand defeated in the,
second world war, just as in the
first. France, having tasted all
the dregs of the bitter cup of
catastrophe, will face the prob-
lem of renewing her national
life. She will be in the position
of a step-child of the victorious
Allies. What will be the class
relations in these two countries
as the war begins to terminate?

Tt is in the “decisive phases of
wars, when it becomes quite clear
where the victory will" fall and
where the defeat, that the social
problem of the relation between
the classes dssumes primary im-
portance. The leaders of the

‘capitalist nations, just as much

as the Stalinist leadership of the
Soviet Union, know the almost
imperceptible dividing line ‘that
separates war from ievolution

" Hitler in his day performed a
useful function for ‘the :world
bourgeoisie. He saved German
capitalism from expropriation by
the Geérman workers. The moment
he assumed power he became the
mouthpiece not only inside, but
outside of Germany as well, for
ruthless German imperialism The
capitalist nations now, - fighting
him, were faced with the con-
tradiction of supporfting the Hit-
ler regiine inside Geimany in its
suppression of the German prole-
tariat—but of oppoSing him in
his world aims. This contr adiction
now takes on a new form. How to
defeat Hitléer “in the war;  thus
depriving the German ruling class
of its savior, and yet somehow
maintaining ‘this same 'rul’ing‘
clags in power. B

PROPOSALS FOR EUROPE

Even the most powerful capital
ist leaders, those of the United
States and England, see no way
to solve this knotty problem by
any hocus- -pocus of deception They
proposé-“to- use theé niost “direct,
and “¢lear-cut method for continu-
ng- capitahsm in Germany———and
in Prence That is:theé ‘method of
an armed dictatorship to last as
long as is felt necessary. That is the
entire sum and substance of the
policing of the world that is'
proposed by Roosevelt and Chur-
¢hill ‘for the indeﬁnite future.

It is with. 'this openly avowed
perspective that we must examine
the role of Stalinism in and after
the war. Stalin’s aims in Yugo-
slavia or in Poland have entirely
secondary importan,ce compared to
the ‘role ‘he ‘proposes to play 'with
regard to France and Germany
Thése will be thé dec1sive sectors
for the world" working class in
the coming period. )

Trotsky warned us again and
again that the’ defeat ‘of Hitler in
the war did not at all mean the
defeat of fasmsm This war leaves
capitalism on a world scale in' a
far ' ‘more shaky condition than
even the last world whr, Its ruleé
can be maintaitied only by’ means
of the totalitarian state. It is that

‘| historic fact which explains tlie

policy ‘of the United States gov-
ernment towards the Darlans, the
Girauds, and tomorrow perhaps
the ‘Dino Grandis "United States

; capitalisni is aware of the neces-
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Tribine asks editorially that no

sity to somehow bolster up the

of ‘the social-
L ]

A STRATEGIC POSITION

Stalin and his Kremlin clique
occupy a strategic position at a
time which must prove so
momentous’ for the fufure of
humanity. The Sov1et Union
under ievolutionary guidance
could today play a decisive role
in assisting the Euiopean work-
ers to achieve the socialist revolu-
tion. Only Stalinism stands
squarely in the way. The most
far:seeing section of the capitalists
understands this quite well: This
section is prepared to pay a heavy
price for Stalin’s aid in disorient-
ing and suppressing the working
class " revolution in France and
Germany. The N. Y. Hemld

obstacles be placed inthe path
of ‘Stalin’s reuniting to the Soviet
Union of all ghe territory possessed
by the czar before the first world
war. These capitalists know that
this will ‘mean the nationalizing
of property in those section of
Poland, " Esthonia, Latvia, éte.,”
taken over by Stalin. But better
that temporary calamity than to’
lose all of Western Europe, and
especially powerful industrial Ger-
many. ‘

The bargaining between Stalin
and the capitalist leaders is the
same kind of uneasy affair as was
that between Stalin and Hitler in
its day. The game of power politics
is a cut-throat game at best, but
here we have 'in addition - the
fundamental clash = of social
systems represented on the two
sides, still there despite the
Stalinist gangrene. But'Stalin of-
fers his help to the capitalist
world “in its desire to stave off
revolution 'in France and Ger-
many. True, he does this for his
own sake as well, ‘knowing fully |
that the Stalinist paraSites\Will
be swept overboard by the next
gigantic revolutionary wave.
Nevertheless Stalin will do  his
“hest” to uphold his- end of the
bargain

STALINIST POLICY -

The Stalinists propose ‘to ac-
complish the common "aim by
means of a refurbished “national
front.” A recent pamphlet by
‘Andre Marty, the butcher of the
Spanigh Civil War, calls for such
a front to be established in
France The national front is even
w1der, it miist be under stood than’
the old “popular ™ front” of the'
Stalinists. *Marty (read Stalin)
proposes to include in such a front
not only the “communists and
the “liberals” but the Catholics
and the most reactionary Frénch
clements, so long as they help
defeat Hitler.

“The German Stalinist magazme,
Freies Deutschland published in
‘Mexico, at this samé time ¢alls for
the “national front” in Germany
There they actually appeal ‘to
certain strata of thé Nazi party,
that section supposedly disgruntled
at Hitler’s failure to carry ‘out his |’
“socialist” promises Thig is “the|.
Stalinist method of attempting to,
subject ‘the workers cbmpletely to
the capitalists.” It fs proposed to
guarantee private ‘property and to
enlist’ the support of fthe capital-
ists by annulling all of Hitlers
restrictions ‘due to war economy.
The Catholics will naturally be
granted full freedom of " worship
—Just as in’ Russ1a ’

This new- -old " line of Stalin’s
reveals in all its ‘ugly nakedness
‘the reactionary role of thé Soviét |
dictator ‘He stands as the arch:
traitor in the ranks of the work:
ing class, guaranteeing the con:
tinued “existence of ‘a" capitalism
in utter decay. Stalin places ‘hith-
‘self at the service of world reac-
tion in order to uproot the
revolutionary working class move-
ment. Just as the Francos will-
ingly sacriﬁce no matter how
much of the masses in order to
continue ruling over and exploit-
ing what is left, so Stalin is
Willing to sacrifice the future oi’.
the entiie world proletariat in
order to continue in power ‘over
the Sov1et ‘masses.

Mothers’ Group to
Hold Classes On

Lenm s Classic
NEW YORK—Starting on Tues-

Mothers Group of Local New York

will ‘hold a new series of classes
at 116 University Pl

The new clags will be on Lenin’s
“State and Revolution,” .Which
was selected by the Mothers

the recent ‘series  on' Engels’
‘“Origin "of the Family.” The in-
structor will be Arlene Williams.

The class is open to non-mem-

capitalist classes in the defeated
.cou,ntries Left alone, these’ hations
would without question e‘ntei into-
‘the’ period of proletarian revolu-
‘tion for the buildin
ist society.

day, May 18 at 10 A. M, the )

of ‘the "Socialist ' Workers Party

Group as the natural follow “up to |

Gharles Famphlet
Warmly Received;

| Ready 2nd Edition

“Your Standard of Living —

| What's Happening to It,” the pop-
| ular new pamphlét by C. Charles,

has had such a warm response
from the readers in' all parts of

‘| the country that the fist edition

is completely sold out and a sec-
ond rev1sed up- -to-date edition is

bundle Oideis of ‘the pamphlet‘:
CHICAGO lield a Red Sunday
‘on *April ‘18, combining §ale of the
pamphlet with distribution, of The
Militant and leaflets for its May

Day meeting.
25 who went out and in an average
time of ‘one 4 hour SOld 200
pamphlets ‘at a nickel apiece. . .
Everything was completely or-
ganized in" advance.’ We ‘had five
téanis ih five different ‘sectiohs of
town. . . Meanwhile we had five
‘women comrades assigned, “fo
prepare a  feed for us all’ at a
centrally locdted home’ and every-
one had to report in thei e, where
we held an informal social and
get-together for the rest of ' the
afternoon. .

“It was a wonderful and inspir-
ing ‘afternoon ‘and I have néver
seen the morale and spirits soar
S0 high- here as the reports came
in of the results. It -was 1liké ‘a
Démocratic' Party campaign liead-
quarters getting the returns on the
Presidental elections. 'As ‘ach
comrade came in to make hig or
her report, he was immediately
besieged -and questioned, ‘How
many did you sell?”

Of the 1000 copies Chicago had
taken at that- time, only 100
remained for sile at ah important
CIO meeting that week
BUFFALO: “The pamphlets are
selling wonderfully well. Yester-
day three of 'us sold 38 copies

I sold 25 copies on several ot_hel'
occasions. It is the most timely
pamphlet we have ever had and is
of special interest to housewives.”
NEW HAVEN: “Last Wednes-
day ‘another comrade ‘dnd’ I can-
vagsed "the Negro district. Within
approximately ° 40 © minutes ‘we
sold 16 ‘pamphlets and collected
90 cents. The reception and sale of
the pamphlet has encouraged -us
to order another 50 pamphlets.
Please send them to us at once.
“Its timeliness, as well as the

‘the pamphlet with little " encour-
agement, Workers realize that
they are being mulcted, but they
want to know why, and what can
be done to stop it.”

FLINT:
copies. First reports ‘of the~ redep—
tion havé been véry ‘good. o
““0ne wotrker said hé ‘was haw
ing his childred read it ang
wished all high “school boys and
girls could get copies He wds alse
passing ‘it ‘around among ‘his
friends. Others ‘wenerally “agree

story “of living conditions today.”

SAN DIEGO " “Swell.
just the type of thihg we neéd.
‘The type of * literature you “gan
give everybody you know~ and it
hits the” spdt i

‘Orders for copies of the re-
vised edition, which*will séon be
ready, 'should he ‘sent to Pioneer
Publishers, 116  University PL,
New York T il e

ﬁoldmanS'ﬁ l" ks'

SRy £1 061

AtN. Y. Forum

“Mission

Denouncmg the ﬁlm
to Moscow” -
whitewash f Stalins “erimes
Soviet Union and the world, Albert
Goldman "spoke " before an *ine
‘teérested’ andience © of over' 100
workers at’ ‘the "regular Sunday
night - “forum of the" New. York
ScHool of Social Science last Sun-
‘day night - S

The ‘speaker, attorney for Leon
Trotsky at the Mexico City hear-
ings of the Dewey Investigating
commission into the Moscow trials,
pointed : out that the trials had
been declared fizameups by that
body of outstanding 1nternational
labor and liberal spokesmen

The question period ‘revealed
the genuine concern in the' fanks

Hollywood and the Stalinists to
lend crédénce to Stalin’s ‘falgifica-
tions and vilification of the’ men
who made the RusSian revolu-
tion

Seattle Branch |

SOCIALIST WORKERS
PARTY |, T

Announces Opening of New_
Headquarters SRR
521 Pike Street Room T
~In Downtown Seattle
Phone* Seneca 0453
Hours 12-3 and 7-9 P. M.
Daily Except Sundays 5

; Monday EVenings, Open until

bers as well as members of the

S ————

Socialist Workers Party.

“There were exactly :

door-to-door in about two hours, -

urgency of’itg topic, matter, soid.

«“Please ‘send 50 more

the pamphlet s cettainly ‘the true-fy

That’s’

~an “attempted’

against ‘the working: class of. the.

of 1abor over this connivancée of’

10 ‘O’clock

o
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© and youth councils a ‘call for an

" mien "and women by the - FEPC

‘ The raxlroad hearlngs were called

- day fast, non-violence as a poli-

' riot méan, however, that the strug-
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“LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN- -
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE . -
LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN 3

— KARL. MARX,

Negro Struggle ||

By Albert Parker

NAACP Conference to be Held in June

The National Association for
the Advancement of Cdlored Peo-
plerlast week sent its 600 branches

emergency conference to be held
in Detroit, June 3-6. Part of the
call read as follows:

“Jlm Crow rides high in the
arméd forces. Negro women con-
tinue to be bharred “from the
‘WAVES, SPARS ‘and Women’s
Marihe Cmps 'Reserve. American
soldiers die for want of mursing
while Negro nurses, eager to
serve, are turned down except for
a small qunta accepted. for ser-
vice only in Jim Crow Army
units. The Red Cross pleads for
blood donatlons but continues to
ségregate Negro blood plasma in
violatioh of every 14w’ of science.
Negro soldiers continue to be
killed, beaten, Jim Crowed and
insulted. ‘

“Jobs in war mdustmes are still
barred to- Nevroes despite the dire
neoessrty c1eated by the _manpower
shortaze But the modest efforts
to adchieve ' more efﬁcxent and
fuller ude of the skills of Negro

brought down.the wrath of power:
ful: anti-minority forces on that
agency. so that it has been reduced
to v1rtually complete impotence.
faegrslatlon to tr eeze labor already
enacted will ﬁY Negroes—par-
ticdlarly ‘the nine ‘million in
Southern stateswm their present
fnerial ‘and' poorly paid jobs’ for
the duration without: hope or
prospect of upgrading. A farm
worker can move out of the coun-
try only if per mztted by the coun-
try agent! Do we need to spec-
ulate on the charce a Negro in
Mississippi has of obtalnlng such
pérniigsion? Wxth meoré than one
million tinempléyed or tinder-
employed Negro men and women
in the "United States,” the Con-
gress today considers legislation
to draft labor. . .

toward
tion. And let it be borne in mind
that even after the FEPC is re-
organized, it will still be at the
mercy of the McNutts and will
still be subject to the same kind
of interference and restraints that
blew up the old committee.

tion “and - struggle against - Jim |:
Crowisin is the duty of the labor
and Negro movements. We ve said
that many times, and it’s still the

Tiring of the delay (and perhaps
wantlng to apply a little pressure
on McNutt) * four of the five
remaining membeis of the FEPC
—the two Negro members and the
representatives of the AFL*and
CIO—met last week and an-
nounced that they had fixed May
18 as the date for the holding of
public hearings on discrimination
cases in Washington, D. C., where
the’ Capital Transit Co. still
refuses to hire Negro conductors,
motormen and bus operatdrs; and
the ‘date ‘of May 24 for hearings
on discrimination in Detroit.

But McNutt didn’t like 'this,
and he had the proposed hearings
Killed on the ground that the War
Manpower Commission “didn’t
want the new chairman bound”
by any of the commitments con-.
tained in the present committee’s
statement. This may be the rea-
.son, but there is no mdxgatron
that McNutt will find a suitable
chairman’ durmg the next month;
and 'if he “doesn’t, what harm
‘would be ‘done by the proposed
Washmgton ‘and Detroit hear-
ings? “How .woiild they “bind”,
the new ‘chairman?

After the last four months, dur-
ing which even the largely 1net‘-
fective "work of the FEPC, has
been eompletely dlscontlnued, 1t
would be no exaggeratlon to say
that there isn’t an ‘informed
Negro in the country who has any

illusions about McNutt's attitude

Jigertping "ing' the confessions to ‘be false, as he did, then not only is

employment

More than ever, independent ac-

"We must ‘act now or all can pipyth.

be Tost—not alone for ourselves
but for every race or creed.”

- But ‘precisely’ what action the
leaders of the NAACP propose to
take is not” 1hd1cated m "the’ con-
ference call,

The March-On- Waslnngton Move-
ment is" also preparing ‘for a na-
tional conference, to be held in
Chlcago from June 30 to July 4.

“'We'll have more to say about
these c¢onferences in future issues.

Nothma Doing On
he FEPC Front

T)me ‘marches ' o, ‘But still |
nothing is" being done about
reconstituting the’ Fair Employ-
ment Practices Committee; ‘and
gettlnv it to work on the ]Ob for
wh1ch it Was ostens1bly meated

off“ i January, in February
RooseVelt §aid that they wotllld ‘be
held after "all; since ‘then there
have been no developments but
lots of stories about the difficulty
whxch McNutt is having in trying
to get someone to act as the chair-

The Status of the
Ants-qul qu Bill,

By last week' 193 members of

the House of Repr esentatlves had
s1gned theu names to the pet1txon
to ‘dischalge the anti- poll tax bill
buried by the House Judlclary
Committee. That means 25" hore’
sxgnatules are needed to force the
‘Bill to 'a vote on the floor of the
House.

The sooner mass pressure ,ob-
itains those 25 51gnatures, the bet-
‘ter the chance i$ to get the anti-
‘poll tax bill passed, the less is the

chance for the Southern poll tax-

ers to filibuster the bill to death
in the Senate, as they did last
November And the enemies of i

the poll tax w1ll need every such’

advantage they ‘can get, for the

strug_gle agamst the |
Southern Deémdcrats ' but also

poll tax support and against the
Roosevelt administration trymg

man ‘of ‘the 1eorgamzed commlttee

to appease the poll taxers.

Internatm

‘With the failure of Gandhi’s 21-

tical weapon has been discredited.
Forced by the politmal pressure
of the Indian ‘masses to make his:
gesture against the British gov-
ernment, Gandhi failed to” obtain
his release ‘from jail. This does

gle of the masses for national
liberation is over.

Hunger strikes and food riots
are followmg the wave of pohtlcal
strikes f last August and Novein-
Ber. ' The economic situatlon in
India has brought to a permanent
1y ‘inderféd ' population = worse
hunger than-“ever.”

Prices of the staple foods rice,
wheat and millet, have risen
600‘% since the beginning of the
war. One maJor reason for this
is. the exports fromi India to the
Britlsh arthies in the Middle East
Iran and Ceylon

The situation’ is descr1bed as
“truly serious’” by the Commerde
Meniber of: ‘the Government of
Indla who adds, “the dxfﬁcultles
are most acute in Bombay city
and provmce Buapur has been
" declared ‘a tamlne area.” '

Famine = conditions, soaring
prlces and food rlots have all been

described by the British press
durlng the last few montHs. =~

Yet the Secretary of State for
India, Amery, has said “There is
no famine, and no wxdespread
prevalence of ‘acute shortage.”

And further, “with care and proper
should ‘be

enough to go round, and there is

distribution, there
xio cause for alarm.”
However,

result, what few gestures of price-
ﬂxing have béen made, are ‘com-
pletely useless.

By BETTY KUERN '

no rationing of any
kind has been instituted. As a

Y

nal Notes

effective against. hoarders of.
wheat in the Punjab. The Com-
merce Member who has charge of
the" Food Department admits the
difficulty of adopting  stern
measures against hoarders in view
of. the poltttcal situation. . The
black market flourishes every
where including Delhi, though
police do not hesitate to arrest|
retail, shopkeepers who commu
offences ”  wrote a Manchester
Guardion correspondent récently.

about the promoters of the famine

middlemen who are partly v1ct1ms
of ‘these same promoters,” com-
ments' the Mid-March War Com-
mentary of England. *

As the British regime is hated.
by 'the masses, [its sole support
‘comes from those who
proﬁteermg from food scarcity and
sellmg Supphes to the British and
the U. 8. “armied’ forces in India:
the landlords importers, t6o0d ¢on-
cerns, money -lenders, speculators,
ete.

Any steps. to -establish ration-
ing and ﬁxed prlces to prosecute
price’ vlolators and ° hoarders,
would ‘be hlows at those very

Basic Training Course
in Marx1sm
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

from 8:15 to 9:45 P. M.
A new sessi on of the Basic
Training Course begins on

May 18, 1943 -
.Friends and members are
urged to enroll now
Inquire 4th floor
116 University: PL, N. Y. C.

"Price control has proved in-

fight to“énd’ the poll tax is not |
only a

‘against the Republicans seeking |

“The government does nothing|

because it requires their pohtical :
support and ‘instead attacks the |

are |

elements on which the British’
“Iregime rests. -

n To

(Contmued from page 1)

“Mission To Moscow” is not a picttire of the. book “Mlssmn To
Moscow 1t is not a film showing the ideas of Davies concern-
ing the trials as reported by him while ambassador and while
they were staged. There is, so to speak, a frameup within a
frameup. The public is led to believe that the picture presents
the ideas of Davies as they are given in his book. That is not
so. It presents the ideas of only two or three pages of the book,
those few pages which he wrote after Hitler attacked the Sovzet
Union, The film presents a_pictire of the trials in ‘accordance
with the present interpretation of Davies and not in accordance
with bis interpretation at’ tbe lime e saw the trmls and 'made
/st reports.

What judgment did Davies pass on the trials at the time
they were staged? He makes several observatlons about which
[ shall summarize. |

I. “I confess,” he writes, “that the situation has me
guéssing.” Had he stuck to that formula he would, at least, have
showed that he is an honest man.

2. In general he expresses the belief that: the defendants
were guilty. But this is the interesting point, that he does not
think they were guilty of the actual charges levelled agamst
them but of general political opposition. He does not say so
in so many words but the clear inference is that he thinks that
Stalin was executing all - political opponents.- ‘The defendants
were guilty, according to Davies, of seeking to overthrow Stalin
but not of charges like sabotage or eonsplracy w1th forewn
governments to’ drvrde Soviet territory.

3: 'He believes the defendants guilty because they con-

‘fessed, taking a ‘téchnical legal position that by virtue of the’

confessions the state made out its case, agamst the defendants.
At the same time he asks a legmmate question and gives a
correct answer. “This question’ and answer destroy his technical
legal position. He asks why the trials were staged on such an
elaborate scale since the defendants confessed. Davies answers
the questlon by" saymg that the trials were. really held to
discredit Trotsky

" That is. correct hut, if that is so, then the confessrons do

‘not have the welght that he gives to them. If Trotsky is the

real defendant the confessions are only ewdence agamst him
and, as a lawyer, Davies should not 'accept this evidence as
final but should listen to the ev1dence of the real, defendant
Trotsky. And if Trotsky succeeds in presentmg evrdence prov-

Trotsky not gurlty but all of the defendants of the various
trials.

"Because_ the guilt of the defendants was predicated on the
leadership of Trotsky it follows that, if Trotsky is not guilty,
even théy who confessed are not guilty. Were DaV1es a good
lawyer he would have séen this 51mp1e pomt

4. As far as 'the execution of the Red Army commanders

"is concerned, Davies expresses ‘the opinion that the army leaders

were gu1lty only'of a plot to prevent the party from controlling
the army. Then he remarks: “With characterrstlc speed Stalm
killed off all ‘potential leadership.” ‘

1f Davies were a’ half-honest person he- would insist that
the "film present “all of his ideas and opinions “at ‘the time the
trial® were' staged. He could then ‘show' that his opiniofis had
changed. But Dav1es is not interested "in 51mp]e honesty.

is only interésted in a war for Ju‘stlce humamty, the four free-
doms, 1nternat1onal law and incidentally’ in’ a system “which
permrts "him 'to ‘aécumulate and retain’ huge investments.

Will the picture show.whatiDaviés reported about the

testimony of one of the defendants—-—Serebryakov? “I noticed,”

Davies writes, “that after Serebryakov, who was an old railroad

“man, was called to his'feet, to corroborate the fact of a pecu-

har]y horrible crime (which 'he did lacomically) he sat down
quite unconcerned and yawned.”

Will, the p1Cture show what Davies reported in the case of
t'[that the prosecutor “had. éven to admon-
ish him'fo get down to thé case and not embroider his testimony

wrth additional crimes”’? *

Will 'the' picture show that one of the defendants in_the
third Moscow ‘trial, Krestmsky, repudxated his confession on
the first day of the trial and repu’dwted his ' repudxatlon on
the very next day? ‘

Davies Has Intuitions

Davies changed his mind about the srgmgcance of the
trials and purges. Good! A man has a right to change his mind.

_In his book Davies tells the world what led him to change his

mind. He delivered. a Speech at the Univ. of Chicago in June
1041, after Hitler attacked the Séviet Union. Sotme ‘one asked
him: what about fifth columnists in Russia? And “rlght off the
anvil,” t6 use his expression, ‘he' answered “There aren’t any —
they shot them.” And that day, he ‘says, while he was on the
train he thought about the trials and he realized that he had.
completely missed their 51gn1f1cance He, together with others,

“were in fact disposed to discount them. But now he realized

that the people ‘who were ‘executed were the fifth colummsts

who Had. connectlons with Hitler.
Mr. Davies then, like Mr. Hitler, has 1ntu1trons Did he

‘make any attempt to verify his new intuition about the trials

by‘an examination of all the evidence pro and con? It would
not have been difficult for him to mvestlgate and examme all

. of the evxdence avallable

The Charges at the Trials

There were three Moscow trials, the -first in’ August 1936

'agamst 16. people and commonly known as the Zinoviev trial,
- the second in ]anhary 1937 involving 17 persons ard. generally

referred to as the Radek-Pyatakov trial, the third in March,
1038 involving 21 persons and known -as the Bukhatin trial.
- All the defendants confessed and all ‘were found guilty. With
 the exception of a few who were given prison sentences, they
“were all ‘executed. Most of the defendants spent many years
in the revolutlonary movement and played leading roles in the
Russian Revolution.

Since the Commission headed by John Dewey conducted
its 1nvest1gat1on in 1937 it dealt only with the first two trials.

The main charges in all of the trials were that, under the
leadership of Trotsky, the defendants did the followmg ‘

1. Conspired to commit and did comm1t terrorrst1c acts
against Soviet officials.

2. Conspired to "and actually d1d sabotage and wreck
mdustry : }

3. Conspired with the German and . Japanese govern-
ments to wage war on the Sov1et Union ‘aid cede terrxtory to

these governments.
To prove these charges the prosecution depended solely on

|| the testimony of some defendants and one witness to the effect

that they conversed with Trotsky who gave them written and
oral instruétions for térrorism and. sahotage and who informed
them that he was in contact with German and Japanese ofﬁ-
cials. '

Although documentary evidence was promised not one bit
of it was produced, the witnesses stating that all letters and
memorarida were destroyed ‘or lost. The case for the prosecu-
tion therefore rested on the verbal testimony of some defend-
ants and ‘one witness. We undertook, before 'the Dewey Com-

mission, to disprove the testimony of the main witnesses and

“thus shatter- the whale case.

It must be constantly emphasized that the film entltledb

Pyatakov, Holtzman, Berman- Yurm and Fritz David were

the defendants and Vladnmr Romm was the witness who-

claimed direct \contact with Trotsky. We conclusively proved
that theseé people were lying.

Holtzman " claimed that, by pre- arrangement with Sedov,
Trotsky’s 'son, he came to Copenhagen in November, 1932,
when Trotsky was there to lecture to the students at the Uni-
versity, He testified that he met Sedov in'the vestibule of the
Hotel Bristol and then visited Trotsky. It was ‘proved that
there was no,Hotel Bristol in Copenhagen

We proved that Sedov never was’in Copenhagen since he.

was unable to get permission from the German: government to
leave Berlin ‘and return. We proved by many witnesses who
were constantly with Trotsky that Berman-Yurin and Fritz
David, who also.claimed that they saw T1otskv in Copenhagen
could not’ possrbly have been there.

Pyatakov testified that he flew from Berlm to Oslo, Nor-
way in December, ‘1935 and saw Trotsky in Norway. We
proved that no foreign plane landed in the Oslo airdrome in
December, 1935, The testimony was then changed to designate
the Kjellar airdrome as the one where Pyatakov landed. But
unfortunately for Vyshinsky, the prosecutor, it was proved
that no foreign plane landed in that field in December, 1935.
Other-testimony also showed that Pvatakov was lymg when
he stated that he saw Trotsky in 1935.

Vladimir Romm, a foreign correspondent for Tass, the
Soviet News Agency, testified that he saw Trotsky in Paris in
late July 1933, and received instructions for Radek. We proved
that Trotsky could not have been and was not in Paris at that
time.

Thus we prove the only concrete ev1dence linking Trotsky

to the defendants to be sheer fabrication. The whole case, rest-
ing as it d1d on this testimony, fell to pieces.
"7 We did not of course confine ourselves simply to disprov-
ing the testimony of those who claiméd to have talked with
Trotsky By means of everything that *Trotsky wrote, by all
of his activities during his whole revolutionary career, we
proved, that the charges of ‘terrorisim, sabotage and cotispiracy
with the German and Japanese governments to war on the
Soviet Union were fantastic and utterly false.

Dewey Commissio n’s Findings

In the first place we showed that the defendants were not
Trotskyists, that those who once had been Trotsky’s supporters
had long ago capitulated to Stalin and that they were all poli-
tical énemies of Trotsky. .We showed that Trotsky was a prin-
cipled bpponent of terrorism and sabotage. We proved that
his hopes for defeating the Stahmst bureaucracy rested partly
upon the' building of industry in the Soviet Union and the
consequent improvement in the life of the masses.” We intro-
duced the ‘testimony of engineers who were in the Soviet Union,
to the effect that whatever disasters occurred:to industrial plants
within the Soviet Union were the result primarily of bureau-
cratic incompetency. One of'ithe purposes of the trials was to
shift the responsibility for the failure of industry from the
Stalinist bureaucracy to alleged ‘wreckers.

‘We proved that Trotsky never wavered from his position
of defending the Soviet Union in any war against a capitalist
state. "Even after these abominable frameups Trotsky re-
mained steadfast in his position of defense of the Soviet Union.
When Stalin ‘attacked Finland, Trotsky, while’ condemning the
attack, deféhded the Soviet Unlon n opposmon to pubhc op1n-
ion in the capitalist’ democracxes and in opposxton to a mmor1ty .
in the Trotskyist' movement -itself:

Even after Stalin succeeded in having one of his GPU
agents murder Trotsky, we, the followers of Trotskys ideas,
did not swerve from our attltude of defense of the Soviet Union.
We differentiate between ‘the Stalinist totalitarian regime and
the Soviet Unign which is-a complex of institutions based on
natronahzed property brought into" éxistence by the October
Revolntlon led by Lenin and Trotsky:.

The prosecutor Vyshmsky and. other Stalinist function-
aries naturally had to claim that all of the public writings of
Trotsk\y wete, only for the purpose of concealing his real pur-
poses and actions.” In one of the most powerful sections of his
great speech, delivered before the Dewey Commission, Trotsky
showed what an absurd argument that is. His pubhc writings,
consisting of tens of thousands of pages, must have necessarrly
taken up all of his time. Accepting the testxmony of the wit-
nesses at the Moscow trials, Trotsky spent at the very most
about three days for his alleged plots against the Soviet Union.
In other words Trotsky spent all of his life camouflagmg ac-
tivities which. took only three days. As Trotsky put it, it is
like building a skyscraper to camouflage a dead rat.

- On_the basis of all of the evidence that was presented. to
it, the’ Dewey Commlssron found Trotsky and. his son Sedov
not guilty and declared the Moscow trials to be frameups.

The question can be raised by Davies, as it has been
raised by many others, as to why the defendants confessed,
It is of course 1mpos51ble without gettmg at the archives of the
GPU or without getting a truthful statement from those who
enigineered the’ donfessions and trials, to be certdin how the
GPU got the defendants to make fantastic confessions. The fact
that people may differ as to the reasons compelling innocent
ren to confess to'a crime does not mean that the confessions
have any validity. The fact that we may not be able to ex-
plain why revolutionists confessed to impossible crimes does
not make the confessions any the more truthful. The truth or
falsity of thé confessions must be ]udged by all the evidence.

The Dewey Commission examined the question of the rea-
sons for the confessions.” Witnesses who were in Soviet jails,
as political prisoners, testified to the methods used by the GPU
to compel -fantastic confessions. Torture and threats to, their
families finally broke the defendants who had been’ prevxously
demoralized by cap1tulatlons to Stalin. For a fuller explana-
tion, one should read Trotsky’s speech before the Dewey Com—
missien.

Davies and the Dewey Commission

All. of this evidence was certamly avallab]e to Dav1es '

Most of -the evidence was published in “The Case of Leon
Trotsky.” All of the evidence was analyzed in' the book “Not
Guilty” and the findings and verdict of the Dewey Commlssron
are_ included in that book.

™ An honest person frequently has intuitions about some-

thing or other but where there is evidence available he verifies

his intuitions by the evidence. An:honest person would have
read all of the evidence before passing judgment on the basis

LEARN
THE TRUTH ABQUT_ THE. MOSCOW TRIALS
Read These Two Books:

“THE CASE OF LEON TROTSKY’
‘ 636 :l?agest Cloth $3.00, paper $1.00
- - ‘NOT GUILTY’

437 Pages Clothbound $2.75

Proneer Publlshers :: 116 University, Place, New York °

- present war.

oscow’ Continues A F rameup

of his intuition. An honest person would, if he disagreed Wlth ,

the findings of the Commission, show why he dlsagreed

Can Davres claim that he never heard of the Dewey Comi-
mission and its report? Hardly After the tremendous publicity
given to the mvestlgatlon ‘it is not possible that Davies would
be ignorant of it. I do not claim that Davies is illiterate, I
claim only that he is dishonest.
"~ Mr. Davies felt that some justification for his intuition
was necessary and he presents the argument that the lack of
quislings in the Soviet Union proves that all those who were

executed were quislings, in league with the German and Jap- -

anese high command. Mr. Davies has a very queer logic.
Stalin executes men who have devoted their lives to the revolu-
tionary movement and played leading roles in the Soviet gov-
ernment. Hitler attacks the- Soviet Union and, because there
are no quislings, it follows that the men executed were quislings.
According to that logic, if Mr. Roosevelt were to execute Mr.
Davies on a frameup and ng quislings appeared on the scene'

“subsequent to the demise of Mr. Davies, it would prove that

Mr. Davies was a quisling in the pay of Hitler. °

If Mr. Davies wants to know why no quislings appeared
on the Soviet scene he must study the social character of the
Soviet Union. If we use the term quisling to designate a fas-
cist movement prefemng the victory of Hitler, then only capi-
talist countries can give birth to such a movement. For fascism
is a movement whose social base rests on decaying capxtahsm
That does not mean that Hitler would not find people in the
Soviet bureaucracy who would cooperate with him in case he
succéedeéd in aclnevmg a final victory. But the people cooper-
ating with him ‘would come from the Soviet bureaucracy and
not from the revolutionary opposition to that bureaucracy.

Davies suggests the argument used by many others to
prove that the executed revolutionists were quislings, and that
is, the fierce resistance and victories of the Red Army in the
But then, what explains the colossal defeats of
the Red Army in the summer of 19417 What explains the ter-
rible fact that the German army is fighting on Soviet soil and
not vice versa? An honest person, examining the evidence and
concluding that the Red Army generals who were executed were
innocent and were loyal and able men, would contend that the
Red Army might not have suffered ‘any defeats were it not for
the ‘execution of the generals.

Do the victories of the Red Army last winter prove that,
Erlich and Alter, the two Polish- ]ewxsh socialists executed by
Stalin, were Nazi agentsP .

Appeasing Stalin

In reality the explanation for the intuition of Mr. Davies
lies in the fact that Hitler attacked the Soviet Union and thus
made Stalin a partner of Churchill and Roosevelt in the war
for democracy, humanity, justice, international law, the four
freedoms, and, incidentally, to safeguard the investments of
Mr. Davies and those like him. It is significant that his intui-
txon coincides with his material interests.

Stalin never succeeded in convincing the public opinion
of the world that the Moscow trials had any basis of truth.

- He must be grateful indeed to Davies, to Warner Brothers and

to the American government for a book and a film which pic-
tures him not as the criminal that he is but as a far-sighted

Jeader hesitating at no measures, no matter how cruel and

brutal, to safeguard his country.

The Moscow and. Minneapolis Trials

The fact that a book "like “Mission to Moscow” is made
into a film shows how far a ‘ceftain section of the American
capitalist class is willing to go to appease the Kremlin dicta-
tor. It is in reality a small price for Joseph E. Davies and those
who think as he does, to pay for Stalin’s good will.

Davies and others like him are interested in getting Sta-
lin’s cooperation to suppress any poss1ble revolution in Europe
and to continue Stalin’s frameups is part of the price they are
willing to pay to achieve their objective. What does it matter
to them that historic truth is violated by the film? These peo-
ple who claim to be fighting for justice, democracy, truth and
many other beautiful things find it véry easy to take the great-
est lie in history and try to palm it off as historic truth on
the American people.

In the last analysis Davies and those like him' know that
it is not, only in ‘the interests of Stalin but; in the interests of -
their own class to continué the vile slanders against revolution-
ists who devoted their lives to the cause of humanity.

Here it must be pointed out that con31stency is not an at-
tribute of people like Davies when it comes to struggling
against revolutlonary forces. The theory that Davies has at
present is that the defendants in_the Moscow trials were Trot-
skyists and were’ guilty of conspmng with Hitler and the Mi-
kado. That is, they are betrayers of the teachings of Lenin.
But in the city of ‘Minneapolis 28 Trotskyists and CIO mem-

« bers were put on trial by the government for being revolutlon-

ists and followers of Lerdin.

Anything goes in order to persecute revolutionists.

Not all capitalists and their representatives are happy at -
the thought of whitewashing Stalin’s criminal career. There *
are too many contradictions and conflicts within the capitalist -
class to permit. unanimity of, opinion -on the qgtiestion of what
attltude should. be taken to Stalin, ’

Of one thmg we can be certain. If, among the capitalist .
class there is a certain section that frowns upon the white-
washmg of Stalin, it is not because it is interested in hlstorlc
truth, but because it looks upon Stalin as a. potential enemy.
He'is, after all, at the héad of the Soviet Union, a country
from which the capitalist’ system has been driven out by the
masses.

Only a small group of intellectuals possess a sense of honor
and a devotion to truth sufficiently great to protest against
the continuation, by means of a film, of Stalin’s slanders and
frameups.

Slander As a Weapon

Slander is a weapon that always has been and always
will be used by the forces of reaction against the forces of pro-
gress,
Trotsky were designated as German agents by the reactionary
“forces of Russia and of other countries including our own.

Ina struggle to preserve a social system based on exploita-
tion and justified by lies the. defenders of that system do not
hesitate to use the filthiest slanders agamst the protagomsts of
a new social order.

But violence and slander in the service of reaction - can
at best prevail temporarily. ‘Stalin and Dav1es represent, es-
sentially, the same forces of reaction, though Stalin happens
to be at the head of -a degenerated workers’ state. Both'de-
fend a world based on violence and lies and one of their weapons
must necessarily be slandet.

The slanders of Stalin and. Daviges cannot solve the social
problems confrontmg mankind. They are impotent against the
truth and their impotence will show ‘itself, if not today, then

“tomorrow. Unable to bear any longer the world of agony which:

the 11es of Stalm and Dav1es want to preserve; the masses
~armed with the truth of soc1ahsm will destroy that. worldc
and build a new socral order in which the slanders of Stalin
and Davies will be ‘buried forever.

In the period of the Russian Revolution, Lenin and -

.
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[\ To defend the USSR as
the main fortress of the

all assaults of world im-
perialism and of internal
counter'-revolution, is the
most important duty of

e very class-conscious

worker.
~— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training. camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train werkers to become
officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers

- drafted into the army.

8. Full equality for Negroes in the armed

- forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.
For a rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living,

o

6. Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern-
ment.

9. Defend the Soviet Union against im-

perialist attack.

How To Fight The
Wage-Freezing Order

Two months ago the coal miners began to nego-
tiate for wage increases to meet the rising cost of
living. But unlike the other unions since Pearl
Harbor, the miners union has showed by all of its
behavior that it means business. Its determined
stand aroused the support and enthusiasm of the
rank and file members of all unions, AFL, CIO
and railroad brotherhoods.

Roosevelt answered the United Mine Workers’
demands with his. “hold-the-line” order freezing
the wages of the great majority of the workers
and authorizing the subsequent McNutt order
freezing jobs of 27,000,000 workers. The coal mine
operators answered the United Mine Workers by

- standing pat behind Roosevelt and urging that the

" case be turned over to the War Labor Board to
be decided in their favor in line with the Little
Steel formula. The case has now gone to the War
Labor Board and the press is freely discussing
sthe use of” the army and draft boards to smash
any resolute action by the miners to achieve their
demands.

The fight of the miners has now come to a head,
and with it the struggle of the whole labor move-
ment to defend its Ii\iing standards in wartime.
For the fight of the miners is the fight of all la-
bor.. The United Mine Workers are fighting not
only for $2 a day, but against the entire wage-
freezing,~ job-freezing program of the administra-
tion. What Roosevelt and the labor baiters are
challenging is not only the United Mine Workers
and John L. Lewis, but the whole union move-
ment. If the miners can be defeated today, it will
be trebly hard for other workers to secure wage
raises tomorrow. If the government and the em-

“ployers are permitted to crush the mine union now,
it will be easier for them'to do the same to any

wo_rld proletariat, against‘

other union raising justified demands in the fu- -

ture. If Murray and Green stand back and let the
enemies of :labor drive a knife into the heart of
the UMW, they will be responsible. for helping
to throw all of the unions backward.

The present situation md1cates the obvious
course for the labor movement to follow: the im-~
mediate convocation of a conference of represent-
atives from the AFL, CIO, railroad brotherhoods
and UMW, for a smgle purpose: to fight the

, Roosevelt wage-freezing and job-freezing order.

All the labor leaders are ostensibly aoreed on
the need for such a fight. They have all commit-
ted themselves against the Roosevelt order, they
have all expressed opposition to it as a measure
striking at the interests of labor. But mere decla-

rations of protests, mere speeches and statements
are not enough. Action must supplement verbal
protests or they go ignored as all of Murray’s and
Green’s protests have gone ignored at the White
House. The workers, who know how ineffective
it is to merely SPEAK their grievances to the
bosses, must see to it that .the leaders- of their
unions fit their actions to their wards of protest.

The United Mine Workers’ struggle would of
course be strengthened tenfold by the support of
a labor movement united in -action .against the
Roosevelt order. It is'in the interests of the mi-

“ners for Lewis to issue a genuine call for a united
conference and not to rely, as he has done, on
perfunctory appeals to labor’s ranks and peremp-
tory demands on the other union leaders.

What action should a united conference of la-
‘bor take in the present situation? It should decide
on and carry out an immediate withdrawal of all
union members from the War Labor Board and
other government -agencies.

The labor leaders say that they oppose Roose-
velt’s freezing order, but they continue to sit on
and support the agencies carrying out that order.
The labor leaders say that they support the miners’
demands, but their representatives on the War La-
bor Board joined with the other WLB . members
last week in ordering the miners:not to take inde-
pendent action to win their demands.” The labor
leaders denounce the Little Steel formula but they
.let a leader of the railroad brotherhoods accept
a seat on the coal panel of the WLB which is com-
mitted to the Little Steel formula.

The unions should withdraw from the War La-
bor Board, thus destroying the claim of “impar-
tiality” behind which it “wields the headsman’s
_ axe against the workérs of this country.”” This sim-
ple step would demonstrate the strength of labor,
just as it did in 1941 when the CIO’s withdrawal
from the WLB’s predecessor blew that body up
and gained the demands of the captive miners.
For bodies liké the WLB cannot function with-
out the support’ of the unions.

/ The experience of the last 17 months has shown
that workers cannot depend on the labor leaders
to take the initiative for the mobilization of uni-
ted labor action. These labor leaders have shown
on numerous occasmns that they place their petty
personal interests ahead of the interests of the
workers, that militant action is alien to them and

they are afraid of it.” Experience of recent weeks °

— when Murray and Green were first silent on
Roosevelt’s order and then compelled to speak out

against it — has also shown that the labor leaders

are subject to the pressure of the ranks of their
unions. In the interests of the miners, in the in-
terests of all workers, pressure for united labor ac-
tion should now be exerted on the AFL, CIO and
railroad union leaders

Pumshment To

Fit The Crime

The House Judiciary Commxttee last week
opened hearings on a bill which would provide a
death penalty or a million dollar fine for members
of industrial management convicted of deliberate-
ly and knowingly manufacturmg defective - war
matérial

The bill was introduced as a result of the recent
discovery of corporation scandals showing that U.
S. Steel, Anaconda Copper and National Bronze
and Aluminum officials had deliberately sold sub-
standard and defective steel armor plate, wire cable
and airplane parts, thus endangering the lives of

-countless men in the armed forces and merchant
marine of the United States and its allies.

It is not difficult to understand why this bill

“was introduced by Representative Hobbs (D.,
Ala.), the poll tax demagogue whose anti-labor
bill to fine and arrest workers for conducting or-
dinary trade union activities was passed by the
House last month. Introduction of such a bill
gives him the épportunity to pose as an “impar-
tial” defender of “the public interest” and thus
to secure more support for his anti-labor bill in
- the Senate where it is now under consideration..

The bill to punish deliberate sale of defective
war material will undoubtedly get the verbal sup-
port of other reactionaries of the same stripe who
know that by speaking for it they can get cheap
favorable publicity under cover of which they can
push new measures against the labor movement
for “sabotage,” etc.; and who know that it has lit-
tle chance of bcmg adopted at the present time
anyhow

It is hard to imagine that the present Congress
which is the servant, body and soul, of the big
corporations — and which abolished the $25,000

salary limit to protect the wealthy — would be

interested in adopting legislation fo punish them.
There is also no reason for believing~that the ad-
ministration is interested in pushing such a bill
when the representatives of all its war production
agencies have been rushing into print in the last
few weeks defending U. S. Steel and assuring the
world at large that its steel armor plate was all
right, even though it was substandard.

The passage of the bill now before the House
Judiciary Committee would. make all the corpora-
tion officials more careful not to be caught at their
criminal practices and it would discourage many
from.continuing them altogether. For this reason
a Trotskyist ‘member of Congress would vote for
the passage of the bill. But as he did so, he would
warn the workers that its passage alone could not
end the murderous frauds of the corporations for
it would not do away with the cause of such frauds:
the profit motive which always comes first with the
capitalist class,

We favor a far more drastic measure than the
bill introduced by Hobbs, we advocate ending the
dangerous - practices of the capitalists by taking
away from them the control of production and
placing it in the hands of democratically-elected
committees of workers,

Tresca's paper, 11 Martello,
\

wounds caused by his murder:
cool one’s anger:,
to assimilate the awful meaning

was a revolutionist.

A Lifelong Anti-Fascist

ideal, he must fight capitalism

ment.

Marxian revolutionists are, he

tion.

Stalinists:

Carlo Tresca maintained his

The following tnbute to Carlo Tresca,. anti-
fascist martyr, was written by James T. Farrell,
noted writer and chairman of the Civil Righls
Defense Committee, on which Tresca also served
as an officer. It is reprinted with permission of
the, author from a special memorial issue of

The weeks which have elapsed since Carlo
Tresca was brutally annihilated have not dulled
one's pain of loss. Time can never fully heal the

‘time can mever teach us fully

simple words—Carlo Tresca is no more.

Carlo Tresca was one of the heroes of the
American labor movement. He was a living link
with the past that is represented -by such names
as Eugene Debs and Big Bill Haywood. Until his
very last breath, he was an active fighter. He con-
tributed his services to the American labor and
radical movement as a militant organizer, ap
editor, an orator, a defender of civil liberties and
workers’ rights. Whenever a class struggle issue
arose, Carlo Tresca knew on which sgide he be-
longed, and there he was to be found. Carlo Tresca

His guiding ideal was that of a humanity more
free than it has ever been in the past.
that in order even to march toward achieving that'

From the very day that Benito Mussolini marched
on Rome.in a sleeping car, Carlo Tresca was an
antifascist. All through days when Mussolini was
making the trains of Italy run on time (at least
in the American press), when the American news-
papers had eliminated beggars from the streets of
Italy, when American bankers were shaking the
hand of Mussolini and loaning him money, when
11 Duce was even regarded by some Americans as
the saviour of Italy — Carlo Tresca fought Ital-
ian fascism relentlessly. And his struggle against
fascism in these days was only one of his many
services to the Americau labor and radical move-

1 think that the politlcs of Carlo Tresca can
more or less be deseribed as Anarcho-Communism.
His ‘ideal of freedom was that posited in Anarch-
‘ism." Not an organizational man in the sense that

need to work with and through organizations
while he maintained his own independence of ac-
He cooperated with practically all groups,
organizations, parties on'the left except with the
We know why he. did fiot collaborate
with them. His rejection of Stalinism' is but one
of the markg of honor associated with his career.

action, not as'an excuse for doing nothing as some

'By'James 'T. Farrell

In Remembrance
Of Carlo Tresca‘

do, but because it flowed out of his convxctlons,
his measured estimation of his own role in the
labor ahd radical movement, and out of his free
and generous personality. In many ways, he pos-
sessed the stature as a man which, permitted him
to follow such a pohtlcal course,

All who knew

.- him ‘are aware of his sharp sense of responsibility, .

to a great cause.

time can never

lodged in these

a revolutionist,

his political seriousness, his devotion and loyalty

There are many who sincerely disagreed with
him on this er that tactic, on this or that theore-
tical question: I recall one summer evening when-
I had a long discussion with Carlo on the nature
of the state. We parted in amicable disagreement. -
At this moment, these differences seem secondary

. as one recalls the image of Carlo to mind, remem-
bers him addressing mass meetings briefly looks
back on events of his long and valiant career.

The Last Grim Honor

I am convinced that, had Carlo Tresca not been

he never would have been as-

sassinated. The assassin’s bullet is the last grim
honor that is often paid to a revolutionist. There
is no consolation in realizing this.
no consolation for those who knew and Iloved

There can be

Carlo Tresca. Grimly, they pay him honor. With
no gross motives of vengeance, do they demand
that the assassins be tracked down. This murder

: was more than
i He knew

and capitalists.
danger.

swers.

ists.

st

saw clearly the

of farewell:
independence of

again as challengss.

a crime perpetrated .against the

mortal flesh of Carlo Tresca: his murder was a
crime against the whole American labor and radi-.
cal movement, Unless it be exposed, others are in
Those who destroyed Carlo Tresca have
given unmistakable warning that no lives  are
sacred to them.
These questions must be hurled forth again and
‘We do not know their an- .
We want to know. We do know that his
bitterest enemies were the fascists and the Stalin-
We know why both these groups hated him.
_Suspicion has been cast in these directions.,
enemies of Carlo were in command of power, re-
sources, bullets.
their bullets must never choke these questions.
There is a personal pain one must feel if one
knew and loved Carlo as a friend and as a collab-
orator in civil liberties cases. We cherish what
links of personal association we had with him. We
~remember his geniality, his warmth, his humor,
“his great sense of life.
inadequate, even too hollow, to sive adequate ex-
pression to these personal feelings and memories
Ofe’s life has been the richer to have known
Carlo: now we are more poor.
bed of a friend. The working class and the radical
movement: have been robbed ‘of a friend and a -
leader. - To his memory, let us. offer these words

Who killed Carlo Tresca? Why?

The

But their power, their resources,

‘Words still seem to be

‘We have been rob-

“Carlo, we will not forget: we will not relent:
each in our appointed way, carry -on.”

Bolivian - -capitalists maintain
within - their country ‘conditions
bordering on serfdom; workers
are deliberately kept in ignorance
and poverty; their attempts to
improve their living standards
through organization are brutally
smashed. This was the conclusion
of a joint United States-Bolivian
Investigating - Commission which
was appointed on the first of the
year to get the facts behind the

workers by the Bolivian govern-
ment, '

At the time of the strike the
U. S. ambassador to Bolivia joined
the Bolivian . government and
capitalists in smearing the strikers
as Nazi saboteurs. It was the

recent massacre of striking tin|

vigorous protest voiced by the
American labor movement which
was primarily responsible for «he
appointment of the investigating
Commission.

According to PM of April 23,
the Commission’s report has been
submitted to the Bolivian govern-
ment and- “unfolds a’ picture of
feudal economic life and blames
both the government and the em-
ployers for the plight of the peo-
ple 11
; The commission makes recom-
mendations for -major economic
and political reforms. An' im-
portant reform advocated is the
granting to the workers of the
right to- organize and bargain

 collectively.

Report Anti- Labor
Despotism In Bolivia

The report declares, “The evi-
dence collected by the Commission
is sufficient to show that trade
union activities do not pursue a
free and normal course in Bolivia.

“The unsatisfactory s1tuatlon in

Bolivia with respect to freedom

of association and collective bar-
gaining must, in the opinion of
the Commission, be attributed
mainly to three causes:
reserved and suspicious attitude
that is often.adopted by the au-
thorities; the economic control ex-
ercised by many enterprises over
their employes .and the funda-
mental hostility of many of the
employers.”

'
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Bermuda Parley Leaves

“The |

Refugee Problem Unsolved

————s

While- rmlhons have already dled and countless

others are slated to die in the Gestapo’s slaughter- °
{ chambers or face a living death in slave labor, the

‘Internationdl Refugee Conference came to a close
this week in Bermuda. The delegates met, talked,
passéd the buck back and forth, and adjourned. To
all intents and purposes this is the sum total of the
conference’s résults and attainments..

Great secrecy surrounded the sessions of the con-
ference. The delegates tried to explain it away as

an indispensable protection for steps contemplated

in behalf of the refugees.. In reality the lid was
clamped down in an effort to hide the unwillingness
and mablllty of the “democracies” to settle the ptob-
lem, or even to face it squarely.

Apparently the secrecy is to contmue even. after

the conference’s adjournment, For just before it ended,

~ newsmen were told, according to the N. Y. Times of
~April 27, that “public disclosure of the contents of

the (final) report may be delayed for some time, . .”

In spite of attempts to keep from -the world the
failure of’ the conference to formulate any practwal
and concrete plan, statements of participating dele-

gations reveal that neither America nor England-

wished to take the least 1espon51blllty for the plight
of the refugees.

To begin with, the American delegates msxsted that
the conference be bound by the State Department note
of last February which stated that refugees should
be kept as near as possible to the areas where they
now are. This meant, of course, that' the United
States would not allow the use of its territory for
refugee relocation and would continue to mamtain

immigration barriers against the suffering European :

peoples. This was reported on April 22,
The following day the Times reported that the
British countered the American move by “the posi-

tive assertion that the conference would not alter:

the British- Government’s White Paper policy, re-
stricting Jewish immigration into Palestine to about
29,000 for the five years ending March 1944.” Thus
British-controlled territory was likewise ruled out as
a haven for the victims of fascism.

By April 26 a compromise had been worked out
between the two groups — a “temporary compromise”
which envisioned the establishment of refugee settle-
ments in remote sections of North Afrfxca and
Ethxopla

But even this appears destined to be a meaning-
less gesture for the Times reported that “it' is be-
lieved that the North African plan, may run counter
to militay considerations and therefore be subject to
American objections.”

All of which leaves the- refugees and their burn-
ing problems exactly where they were before the con-
ference convened.

A‘Legal’ Angle of the
British Terror inindia

For the past nine months the Indian people have

been terrorized and often massacred by their British

masters, while the Congess leaders, Gandhi, Nehru

and others were held in jail for the crime of demand— Yoo '

ing freedom for their country.

It appears now that this has all been illegal!

On April 27 the New Delhi federal court ruled that
the “Defense of India Rule 26,” under which the Brit-

ish had acted, was invalid. The cotirt held the Brit-

ish “went beyond the powers which the legislature

thought fit to confer on the central government.”
The Indian martyrs who fell before the whips and

guns of the British Colonial administrators, will no

doubt be glad to know that their agony was “in-
~ valid.” -

However, new laws are easily created by a rulmg‘

class to serve its own interests — and the ‘“invalid-
ity” of the British reign of terror will, without ques-
tion, be corrected.

For, as an unnamed British ;functlonary said to an
Associated Press reporter immediately after the court
had labeled these acts invalid, the Viceroy could

“put- the matter right” overnight. by simply issuing

an ordinance.

The Indian masses may rest assured that their
persecutions will be found “legal ? regardless of what
the New Delhi court may have ruled.

FBI Harasses Militant
Negro Group in Ohio

The government seems determined to label as sub-
versive any group which fights the Negro rights.
As a reason for denying: The Militant the use of 'the
second-class mails, Attorney General Biddle cited the
fact that this paper defended Negroes in their strug‘-
gle to end Jim Crowism and win equality.

Now the Federal Bureau of Investigation is moving

against the Forward Outlook League, a Negro or- .

ganization in Ohio which has for many years been
fighting for jobs for Negroes. Last week FOL. offi-
cers of the Akron branch, which has been plcketmg
the United States Employment Service because of its
refusal to assign Negro girls to learners’ classes,
charged that the organization is now the subject
of a Gestapo-like investigation by the FBI.

Upon hearing of the latest government move to
“intimidate the Negto people, regional FOL president:
John O. Holly said, “If demanding all the rights to
which every citizen is entitled under our constltutlon
is ‘subversive,” then I guess the FBI has a pretty
good case against me.”
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