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British Trotskylsts Will Go On Trial This Month

Labor Unions Denounce Arrests As Workers 3~

Rally to Support Broad Defense Committee

By Ralph Graham

Arrested early in April on charges that they “did conspire,
combine, confederate and agree together to act in furtherance
of a strike declared by the Trade Disputes and Trade Unions
Act of 1927 to be illegal;” four members of the Revolutionary
Communist Party, British section of the Fourth International,
were brought before the City Police Court in the northeast’ Eng-
land town of Newcastle on April 28 and ordered held for trial

at the June assizes, according

to reports of the case in the

Socialist -Appeal, official organ of the RCP.

The arrested Trotskyists are °
Jock Haston, general secretary
of the RCP; Roy Tearse, .na-
tional secretary of the Militant
Federation;

Workers’ A-nn

JOCK- HASTON

Keen, northeast (London) dis-
trict secretary of the party; and
Heaton Lee, former mine or-
ganizer of South Africa who
joined the Trotskylst movement
in 1937. :

Defying -all  precedents  of
British' court ' procedure; the
defendants' were held: in prison
without bail or public court hear-
ing from the time of their
arrestuntil May-9, when
‘Haston and Tearse were admitted
to bail of 400 pounds (about
$1600) each on condition that
both live in London until called
for trial. As far is known, Ann
Keen and Heaton Lee continue
to be held without bail.

The arrests were preceded, ac-
companied by, and followed up
with a rabid campaign against

s the British Trotskyists in’ Chur-

chill’'s Tory newspapers and in
the  Stalinist press, in- which the
defendants were depicted as
sinister underground conspira—
tors, §ustamed by “foreign funds”

“and engaged in plots to sabotage’

British war productlon by mcltmg‘
workers to strike. -

This wild lynch campaign was
sriticized in the House of Com-
nons - by Ancurin Bevan, left-
wing Labor M.P., who declared:
‘These poor people had none of
he benefits' of any democratic
code, and at .the moment when
:hey were in prison, before they
aad been tried, the newspapers
vere permitted, without any ac-
tion being taken against them at
all, to commit contempt of court
to,an extent which had never be-
fore. been seen in Great Britain.
They piled up public. hatred, they
sented indignation- and they
slanderéd and abused these peo-
ple at the very moment when
they were committed for trial. No
action was taken by this venal
‘overnment to protect them in
any way. The whole tlung is
disgraceful. .

LYNCH CAMPAIGN

The remarks of Aneurin Bevan
were dlrected in particular, at
“Laboiits” Erniesf» ~Bevin,. His:
Majesty’s Mmlster, of Labor; and
“Laborite” Herbert :Morrison,
His Majesty’s Minister of Home
Security, who initiated the cam-
yaign of persecution againsﬁ: the
{rotskyists in a frantic <ffort to
head off the growing militancy
of the British workers by
depriving them of the fighting
leadership of the Trotskyists.

The British workers, correctly
interpreting the attack on the
Trotskyists as the spearhead of
an offensive against the entire
labor movement, are springing to
the defense of the arrested four.
Pressed by the ranks, Labor Party
and Independent Labor Party

leaders have joined in a broad|

national defense committee, and
the formation of local committees
throughout the country is wéll
under way. Those who have al-
ready joined the national defense
committee include: ;

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Aneurin Bevan, left-wing Labor
M.P; James Maxton, M.P. of the
Independent  Labor Party; John
McGovern, M.P. of  the Inde-
pendent "Labor Party; Rhys
Dav:es, M.P; S. Silverman, M.P;
Rev. borenson, M.P; W. G. Cove,
M.P;  Fenner Brockway,
petrident ‘ Labor Party; Walter
Padler, Independent Labor Party;

V. Sastry,” Federation of Indian |
McGregor,

Associations; Don

(Continued on page 6)

NEW AUTO-LITE

UNION HEADS

PROVE NO BETTER THAN OLD

By M. Ingersoll -

TOLEDO, O.—It is well for
‘the workers of the Auto-Lite
Plant to review ‘the status of
their union organization at the
present time, in view of the
fact that the Executive Com-
mittee is now once more going

through the motions of obtain-:

ing a new union contract.
The Auto-Lite workers laid the

foundation for the UAW in the’

great 1934 strike. At that time
under a militant leadership, the
.Auto-Lite workers heroically bat-
‘tled the company and, the Ohio
National Guard. They broke the
“open shop,” laid the foundation
for unionism in Toledo, and im-
‘proved conditions throughout the
Auto-Lite plants. Auto-Lite work-
ers should bear in mind the ev-

ents of 1934 and»stheir leadership:
of those days, as they review the

p leader-;
p{esent o | the last UAW convention for $200

Prior to the last UAW conven- aplece.

tion, the Auto-Lite Unit was do-
'minated by leaders who belonged |

record of their
ship.

1te the Addes-Frankensteen cau-

Under this leadership, the
workers fm}nd their conditions.
steadily getting worse; they
found it impossible to settle- any
grievances; the workers were dis-
armed in the .face of company
provocations.

The fact that the Addes-Frank-
ensteen group was in control of
this unit of Local 12, was a thorn
in the side of' the Reuther fac-
tion which controlled the local.
Prior to the last convention, the
Gosser machine started a “smear”
campaign against- the Auto-Lite
committee. It was not diffiedit
for Gosser to discredit the
already discredited committee.
He brought out all of the essential |
facts: that the committee was in
collusion with the company; that
the committee did nothing about
thegrievances of the workers; and
that the members. of the commit-
tee sold their votes to Addes at

cus.

In the last election.of the Auto-
Lite Unit,

Inde- |

Roosevelf Order Paves Way For Forced Labor

Having failed to gain legislative sanction for la-
bor conscription, the Roosevelt administration has
resorted to administrative decree, to freeze workers
to their jobs at wages frozen under the Little Steel -
formula. Orders have been issued by the War Man-
‘power Commission, to be put into effect by July 1,
'placing all male workers over the age of 17 under
the control of the Governments United States Em-

plovment Service.

Under the MeNutt plan workers would be obli-
gated to apply at the USES for employment and
would then be referred to jobs according to a “pri-
orlty scheme which .involves shifting workers from-

“non-essential”to ‘“essential”

‘one area to ‘another.

such

Asked what would happen if
workers refused to take jobs to which they have
been referred, McNutt replied that the answer was
“apparent in the fact that State laws prowded that
persons might be deprived of unemployment

ployment.

J. Miller
industries and from

» (N. Y. Times—June 3).

of Connecticut, said:

compensatlon beneflts if they refused ‘suitable em—‘

3 With control of employment concentrated in the °
hands of the USES-a worker can be deprived of
livelihood by being placed on a USES blacklist for -
refusing to take a job -paying less wages in his’
own or another area. By refusing to issue certifi-
cates of availability workers c¢an be kept frozen to
their jobs and in the event of a strike workers who
refused to accept jobs as strikebreakers would be -
subject to the sanctions inherent in the McNutt plan.

“In commenting on the plan, Representative William

“No wonder Mr, Mec-

Nutt refused to ask for passage of a national service

act. He does not need such a law if he can get away -

with present practices.” James L. McDevitt, presi-
dent of the Pennsylvania State Federation of Labor

(AFL) added: “The new program had everythmg

that a labor draft cal'ed for.”

Quick to recognize the umon busting 1mphca-
"-tions of the McNutt. plan, the Pennsylvania State
" Federation of Labor voiced a vigorous protest

against the new WMC order and announced that
it would demand that the union hiring halls con-
tinue to serve as emp]oymen’c centers for union work-
ers; The plan is- part of the current drive of Big
Business for the return of the open shop. Placing
full control over labor employment in the hands of
the , USES would . mean driving: a wedge into the
closed shop by undermining union control over hir-
ing where c'osed shop contracts exist. That has been
one of the primary aims of the labor draft proposals
—an -aim which the administration now hopes to
achieve by administrative edict thus by-passing thé
obstacles confronting the adoption of a forced labor
law. Small wonder then to find Senator Austin, co-
author of the vicious Austin-Wadsworth national

@

(Continued on page 2)

Champions of ‘F ree E nterprise’ at Work

Seaman Nails
Bridges
Editor:

You will probably be in-
terested in the reaction of the
longshoremen to the latest’
Bridges war and post-war no-
strike policy. 'We were in the
ship’s mess © hall drinking
coffee with some longshoremen
and talking waterfront union-
ism with them. One. fellow
volunteered: “You know, 1
have gone down the line with
Harry (Bridges) ‘up until now,
but this is too much. 1 can’t
see where we are going to get
anything from the bosses
without fighting for it like we
.always have.” The other four
fellows had apparently reach-
ed the same conclusions before
this, and nodded their heads in
agreement. Not one of the five
even tried to defend Bridges’
policy. ‘

It looks as if Bridges has
some rough sailing ahead.

A Seaman
San Francisco

‘as advocates that labor throw

{ workers.
‘they want to go to the _conven-

/Gosser’s  band-picked |

chairman and five of his endorsed
candidates were elected. The rest
of the committee pledged their
100 percent cooperation to the
newly elected chairman. Thus
today, we have: not” an Addes-
Frankensteen committee but a
Gosser-Reuther comm‘ttee, though

a majority of the fifteen commit-

teemen - are the vote-sellers
against whom Gosser - tilted so
heroically before the last election.

As the time for the Convention
draws mnearer, there are indica-
tions that there may be a divi-
sion of the committee along the
old lines. This will not mean
that either faction is interested in
doing anything for the Auto-Lite
It will not mean that

 (Continued on page 2)

Bridges And The Stalinists
--Permanent Strikebreakers

By Harvey Brown

A number of prominent of

ficials of the CIO have taken

issue with the posmon taken by Harry Bridges, notorious Stalin-

ist stooge, that “the strike weapo
duration but after the war.
double-barrel blast against the

n is overboard not only for the

* The Bridges statement, part of a

labor movement, stigmatized

workers on strike as guilty of * trcason agamst the Nation.” At-
tacking the Bridges assertion as “ridiculous” R. J. Thomas, presi-
dent of the powerful United Auto Workers Union, said:

“The ijdea that labor should &
‘indefinitely’ surrender its right
to strike . . . is a ridiculous, de-
featist proposal. The labor move-
ment cannot possibly survive if
it throws -away indefinitely its
most effective weapon.” In con-
tra-distinction to Bridges, Thom-

away ‘““its most effective weapon”
only “for the duration”—a period
which no one yet has clearly de-
fined!

In commenting on the Bridges
statement, Milton Murray, presi-
dent of the CIO Newspaper Guild
remarked: “I would like to assure
the National Association of Man-
ufacturers and the U. S. Chamber
of Commerce that Harry Bridges
does not speak for American la-
bor nor any significant fraction
of it.” -George Baldanzi, executive
vice-president of the Textile
‘Workers Union, ridiculed the . pro-
posal by declaring that “the strike
weapon is fundamental to the la-
bor movement and any one who
wants to surrender that weapon
also presupposes that the indus-
trialists in this country, including
Sewell Avery, are now going to
welcome unjons with open arms—
which is, of course, crazy.”

Samuel Wolchok, head of the
union which led the Montgomery
Ward strike, asserted: “I can
think of nothing more un-Ameri-
can than the suggestion ‘© that
workers ‘forego the rights for

which they had fought so'hard.
I don’t think Bridges represents
labor opinion.” All of the offi-
cials quoted are members of thé
National Executive Board. of the
CIO and close collaborators of
Philip Murray. They undoubt-
edly express the reaction of the
dominant section of the top lead-

(Continued on page 5)
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UTSE-CIO Urges
Release Of The 18

Gabriel De Angelis, Financial Secretary of Brewster Local
365 UAW-CIO and member of the National Committee of the
Civil Rights Defense Committee, discussed on Radio Station
WEVD on June Ist the case of the 18 imprisoned Minneapolis
Truckdrivers, Local 544-CIO and Socialist Workers Party
leaders, and: announced that a public mass meeting will be held
on June 8 in the Crystal Ball Room of ‘the Hotel Diplomat to
demand repeal of the Smith “Gag” Act 'and freedom of the 18
Minneapolis- prisoners.” Prominent labor and liberal figures, in-

{cluding. Thomas De Lorenzo,®
"1 George-Baldanzi, Samuel Wol-

chok, Norman Thomas, Roger
Baldwin will address the mass
meeting.

CIO UNION RESOLUTION

After a heated debate on the
convention floor of the United
Transport Service Employees-CIO
at their International Convention
in Chicago on May 19, a resolu-
tion condemning the unjust impri-
sonment of 18 Minneapolis Truck-
drivers Local §44-CIO and Social-
ist Workers Party leaders under
the notorious Smith “Gag” Act,
was passed after a roll-call vote
51 to 15. The resolution stated:

WHEREAS: Eighteen members |

of the Minneapolis Motor Trans-
port and Industrial Workers Un-
ion Local 544-CIO are now serv-
ing twelve and sixteen month
sentences in federal penitent-
iaries, and 3

WHEREAS: Our primary inter-
est in this case deals with the
question of civil liberties and not
the consideration -of any political
point of  view whlch ‘may be in-
volved, and

WHEREAS: These trade union-
ists have been convicted solely
because of their beliefs and their
activities on behalf of labor, and

WHEREAS: These eighteen
are the first to be convicted un-
der the Smith “Gag” Act, the first
peace-time statute since 1798 to
make the mere expression of op-
inion a Federal crime, and

WHEREAS: This vicious sta-
tute bas been condemned by lead-
ing civil liberties and labor or-
ganizations as contrary to every
principle of democracy, and

WHEREAS: The U. S. Sup-
reme Court has, in an unpreced-
ented action, three times refused
to review the ronvictions of the
Minneapolis defendants, even

though the Smith “Gag” Act
clearly violates the constitutional
rights of free speech and free
press, and

WHEREAS: The imprisonment

of the 18 and the upholding of

the Smith “Gag” Act sets a dan-
gerous precedent which can be

‘used against the democratic rights |

of  other 'trade
working class
therefore be it
RESOLVED: That we appeal to
the President of the United
States teo grant unconditional
pardon and immediate release to

unionists and
political = parties,

- the 18 Minneapolis prisoners, and

be it further

RESOLVED: That copies of
this . resolution be sent. to Presi-
dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
White House, Washington, D. C.,
to the Civil Rights Defense Com-
mittee, and to the press. -

LABOR PROTESTS

Swelling the chorus of labor
protests against the imprison-
ments, similar: resolutions were
recently passed.by UAW-CIO Lin-
coln Local 900, Detroit, Transpor-
tation Unit, UAW-CIO Ford Lo-
cal 600, Detroit, UAW-CIO Local
238, Detroit, Pile Drivers, Bridge,
Wharf and Dock Builders Local
34, San Francisco, Brotherhood of
Locomotive Firemen and Engine-
men; -  Rochester Lodge No.
Rochester, N. Y., Textile Workers
Union of America-CIO, Local 71,
San Francisco, International
Brotherhood of Boilermakers,Iron
Ship Builders  and Helpers of
America, Lodge No. 560, Laurel-
dale, Pa., International Union of
United Brewery, Flour, 'Cereal

{ and Soft Drink Workers of Amer-

ica: Local 4, Buffalo, N. Y., Milli-
nery Workers Union-AFL, Local
40, San Francisco, Cal., United

(Continued on page 5)
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Workers Angered
Against Roosevelt
Arbitration Set-up

WLB Is Graveyard
of Labor Grievances

By C. Thomas

An examination of the
strike statistics released \
last month by the govern-
ment’s Bureau of Labor

number of strikes has in-
creased each year since
Pearl Harbor. Covering
the first three months of
each of the three war
years, the study shows that
the number of new strikes
has . progressively
greater for each period.

been

number of new

first quarter of 1942 was
571, for the same period
in 1943 it was 643 and
1,020 or almost equal to
the total of the two previ-
ous years, for 1944, The
figures show a similar
in ‘the number .of -
.workers involved in new strikes.
In the first three months of 1942
there' were 154,343 workers in-
volved in new strikes; in the first
quarter of 1943 there were 203,
.and for the first three
months of 1944 the figure given -
is 340,000,

Computing the . number of
strikes for the first three months
of this year, the figures of the
Bureau of Labor Statistics show

‘ that there were 330 new strikes in

both January and Febluary and

"360 in ‘March, compared with the

1943 figure of 195 in January, 200
in February and 248 in March.
While no statistics are yet avail-
able for the months of April and
May ‘of this year, press reports
indicate that the figure for each
of the first two months of the
seécond quarter of 1944 will top
those of the preceding peak of
360 reported for March. The
curve of the strike movement,
continuing as it does, its upward
swing on the eve of the invasion,
is indicative of the increasing dis-
content of the workers and their
growing disillusionment with the
compulsory arbitration machin.
ery of the Roosevelt administras
tion.

NERVE CENTER

The nerve center of this com-
pulsory arbitration structure is
the National WLB. When the
WLB was established the “labor
statesmen” committed the unions
to an unconditional no-strike
pledge without even bothering to
consult the union membership.
The illusion was fostered that
wage disputes. and grievances
would be given prompt considera-
tior and -quick decision. This illu-
sion was largely dispelled when
thousands of cases were interred

(Continued on page 2) .

WLB And Its Role Flayed By Official
Of Machinists Union In San Francisco

By R. Chester

QA\J FRANCISCO, June, 1—

“It is the purpose of the War
Labor Board to try to break up
the labor movement.

“We are the strongest union
in the area and some of the
employers would like to get us.
If they could, they would go
right down the line against the
other unions.”

These were sonme of the signi-
ficant statements made by Edward
F. Dillon, Business agent of
Machinists Lodge 68 of the In-
ternational Association of Machi-
nists, in an interview today. For
thz past two months the daily
press has cag’:ed a senes o;f news

items on a “dlspute” between the
‘lodge and the WLB. The WLB
has threatened to refer the case
to the president for possible
“seizure” " of the west coast
machine shops. Under attack is
the decision of the union to
establish a 48 hour work wsek
for  its - members. . Charges of
“impeding the war production”
and ‘“‘violation of the no strike
pledge” have been hurled at the
men and their leaders.

Dillon sat at his desk in the
union office, Of medium helght
stocky build, hair streaked with
gray, sharp gray eyes behind

glasses, he presented the union’s-
| position in simple, forceful style.

“The best ‘way to explain it is

to begin with the facts of the|g

case. Wages are not involved in
this dispute. We have had con-

tracts with the employers since]|

1937. They terminated April 1.
We feel that we have no job
security without a contract and
consequently want- one. We
negotiated with the employers
and were in accord when outside

influences stepped in and pre-|

vailed upon the employers to
repudiate the agreement.

‘“After eleven meetings, over a
period of four weeks, and after
we had reached an agreement, we
came back one day and found a
new committee of the employers
which repudiated the committee
we had-been dealing with.

in at the solicitation of four or
five employers who are against
signing agreements.

“After the old agreement ex-.
pired on April 1 we continued -
negotiating until April 17. The
Lodge membership then decided
that pending the arrival of a new
agreement, the members would
work 48 hours a week; § hours a
day, 6 days a week. This decision
is in accord with war manpower
regulations .and our old agree-
ment.

“We . presented to. the em-
ployers a written’ stlpulatlon
which would continue the terms
of the old contract. They refused.

,We then stated that. we would
“The outSIde mfluences are the :

Statistics reveals that the
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RADE

David Dubinsky, President of

the AFL International Ladies
Garment Workers Union, declar-
ed before his organization’s con-,
vention meeting in Boston last
week that he supports the CIO
Political Action Committee and|
its program in every state of the
Union but New York. [“We have
no ‘guarrel with the CTO. Political
Agtion Committee as such,” he
explained. “Our quarrel was ‘with
the way the committee allied it-
gelf with the Communists in New
York. 'On this we fought them
and will continue to fight them in
New York.”
v The Dubinsky-Social Demo-
cratic clique formerly at the head
of New York’s American Labor
Party once ‘imore Teveals its poli-
tical bankruptcy.

Dubinsky cannot, of coulse,
find a programmatic difference
between the New York CIO Com-
mittee. and ALP which he op-
poses, and the CIO Political Ac-
tion "Committee “as such” -which
he supports, or, for that matter,
‘his own newly-delivered baby, the
New York Liberal Party. They
‘are all handing a signed blank
«¢heck to Roosevelt, vying for re-
cognition as the most unqualified
'supporters of the Roosevelt war
program, actively sabotaging ge-
nuine independent labor politics
and serving as ward-heelers in la-
bor’s camp for the capitalist poli-
ticians. i

¥ % %

"When it is to the disadvantage
of labor, the government agencies
are all for strict adherence to le-
gality and the letter of the law.
When, however, the law in rare
cases operates to the advantage
of the workers, then Roosevelt’s
agents suddenly discover the vir-

- fues of supra-legal considerations.

In ordering the 1900 strikers of

the Detroit Parke, Davis and Co. |

drug plant to return to work last
week, officials of the WLB and
- WPB blandly brushed aside the
fact that the strike was -called
in strict accord with the letter
‘of the Smith-Connally Act: The
strikers, members of the CIO
United Gas, Coke and Chemical
Workers, had complied with all
the complicated procedme pre-
scribed by the law. Not ‘even a

battery of Philadelphia lawyerSr

could find a legal flaw m the
‘whion’s conduct.

But George Taylor, WPB vice-’
‘chairman, who ‘was trying to
‘pressure ‘the strikers back to’
work, told them “there is some-

, thing bigger than the legal as-

" pects of this case,” to whit, their

““motal obligations” to uphold the
‘CIO leadership’s no;strike pledge.

Of ‘course, when workers go on,
strike in ‘disregard ‘of legalistic:
mimbo-jumbo, then the govern-!

mént ‘agencies don’t recognize!
“something bigger than ‘the leg-|

al aspects ‘of the case.”
* %k

ATl the hullabaloo about Roose-

‘velt’s seizure of the Montgomery !
‘Ward plant in ‘Chicago to halt the!

‘strike has now boiled down to the.

one primary fact, so far as the|union’s. demands for equal pay

‘workerg are concerned, that Sew-!
ell L. Avery is still refusing to!
‘grant them any of their demands’
‘which are not already established
- by law or the company’s own pol-
icies.

"~ Spotlight, organ of Local 20,
CIO United Retail, Wholesale and|
)Epartment Store Employes, un-|
ion of the Chicago Ward Workers,!
reports on the results of negotia-|
tions so far with the Ward man- |
agement. As it says, “the report|
speaks for itself.” Of 17 basic]
demands, all commonly accepted
in union contracts, the company

NOTES

By Joseph Keller

i|mond Fibre Manufacturing Co.,
| Bridgeport, Pa., beeause of the

| ment of Negro women,

UNIO

has agreed to grant just three,
the 40 hour week and establish-
ment of grievance machinery as
required by law, and no loss of
seniority when a worker is trans-|
ferred by thé company.

The company has flatly denied
such decisive demands as senior-
ity, arbitration of disputes, time-
and-a-half for overtime, a union
security «clause, ete.. Spotlight un-
derstandably complains: “Is this
Montgomery Ward’s idea of col-
lective bargaining in’good faith ?”
Such is the end-product of in-
tervention in the Ward strike by
the “friend of labor” in the White
House.,

£ * ES

The growing militant temper
of the organized workers was re-:
flected last week in the strike of
3,500 St. Louis Public Service
Company employes ‘who defied a;
WLB back-to-work ultimatum
and maintained a shut-down of
all city tlansportatlon for 37
hours, until the union members.
voted to return to work pending
further arbitration of their de-
mands by a WLB panel.

. During the course of the strike,
the WLB regional ‘Chairman Paul!
Nachtman was roundly booed by
a strikers’ mass ‘meeting after he
attempted to order them back to
work in a threatening manner.
They also shouted defiance of
their union leaders, officials of
the AFL Amalgamated Street
Car, Electric Railway and Motor
Coach Employes, who urged them
to end their walkout in ‘compli-
ance with Nachtman’s demand.
The strikers voted with their
feet against a return to work by
demonstratively filing from the
meeting and leaving the govern-
ment and union officials to ad-
dress an ‘empty hall: '

The -defiance
came after he declared: “Since
you will not listen to me as chair-
man of the WLB in Kansas City,

I hereby order you in the name
of the United State Government
to return to your jobs immedi-
ately.”

There s no record that any

WLB ‘official ever talked “tough”
like this to Sewell L. Avery dur-
ing the mon'ths and years of his

WLB d;rectlves
L
The International ‘Typograph- |
ical Union has voted to reaffi-

years’ existence as‘an independent
union. ‘A referendum vote of the
ITU membership gave a majority
for reaffiliation. The ITU left
the AFL after it was suspended
for refusing to pay the AFL’s
speeial per capita tax for a war
chest to fight the CIO.

. * % %

The strike of 500 AFL textile
workers at the Continental Dia-

‘company’s ‘discriminatory policy
against Negro workers, has ended
in a vietory for ‘the union. -

The company has agreed to the

and improved sanitary conditions
for Negro workers and employ-

This strike, which 1lasted 'for

solidarity. The ‘'sole issue of the
strike was the anti-Negro policies
of the company.
members of - Liocal 58 are over-
whelmingly white, they struck
when the -company refused to up-

grade Negro workers in ‘accord-!
ance with their seniority and:
would hot permit them to work

beside the white workers.

‘of Nachtman

numerous refusals to comply with

liate with the AFL, after several

three weeks, has been one of the
1| finest -examples of working ‘class

Although the:

3.634 New
btamed Four

The number of subscriptions obtained by the blanches th1s

week raises our total NEW READER list 634 above the 3,000 quota |'
set in the Militant Subseription Campaign. If this high rate is main- (]
tained during the four remaining weeks of the campaign, the results ||

will far exceed even our own expectations.

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE WEEK

Buffalo still leads nationally with 458 percent.

Texas moved from last place on the‘scoreboard to ‘sixth.
New York Local sold 162 subs during the week; Chicago, 86;

Detroit, 60.

FROM OUR MAIL BAG
New York Local:

paign really got underway, we push-
~ The.
branch totals for the month of May

ed our monthly total to 780.

“In April the "y
New York Local secured 389 'subs.
In May, when our door-to-door cam-

were: ]
‘Quota Subs Percent
Brooklyn 100 347 347 . -
West Side 175 420 240 ..
East Side 175 | 314 179 "
Queens 50 79 158 ‘.
‘¢ 500 1160 232

“Individual high scorers are: Eloise
Black 46, Justine Lang 44, Doris

Hill 43.

“Competition among branches and
among comrades is keen, Everybody
going out, many of
them not only on:the regular branch
mobilizations but during the week
too. It is this active participation by
the whole membership that ‘has made
the tripling of our quota, the achiev-
ing of 1500 subs, a realizable goal.

“1500 new readers for The Militant
in New York City will be a tremend-
ous achievement in broadening our
influence in the working class which
will bring returns in every sphere of

is participating,

party activity.”
Akron: ¢ W e
have ' met with
considerable suc-
cess in our cov-
erage of the Ne-
gro project here.
Wevecovered
about half the
houses and have
sold14or 15
subs. Yesterday
two ‘of ‘us -went °
out and’ sold ‘6
subg in about one
half hour. One
of these was sold

the running.”
St. Paul:

sure.”

subs.

of the drive.”

200.”

distributions.

swell. S. has 102 subs;

to a fellow from Detroit who said that he had seen our paper there.
Out of every four houses contacted, one sale results. You may count
on the Akron Branch exceeding its quota by ‘the middle of June.”
Chicago: “Please send us immediately 75 more sub cards. We
are a little late in getting our subs in but don’t count us out of

“I am enclosing 5 more subs.
tained in an hour ‘of door-to-dooring by another comrade and me.
If not for the voraclous moSqmtoes, we could have sold more, I'm

Lo NS BF i

T~
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New Haven: “As for the sale of spec}al subs, I obtained most
of them through house-to-house canvassing, especially in the Negro
district. Another comrade is going with me on Friday night to sell
And don’t worry, we’ll at least scll 25 subs before the «end

Texas: “Enclosed are 8-month subs. We hope to add to our grow-
ing sub list shortly. It sure is encouraging.”

Boston: “One of the branch crews got 12 subs in one day, our |
local record to date. So far, Boston has 142 subs. We hope to hit|

Detroit: “G. got most of her subs from the shop she works in.
She is well known as a militant and all she had to do was hand the |
‘card to ‘the people and they subscribed. However, many of ‘these
workers are already acquainted with the Militant through previous |£
S. has a different technique, He approaches the peo-
ple without previous distribution, tells them it is a labor paper in |
the interests of labor, that it fights against diserimination and shows
| them the Negro Struggle column. He also takes along the pamphlet, |
[ “Socialism on Trial,” and shows them the party program. That works |&
G. has 88.” :

* % % :
Four weeks to go. Let’s finish with every branch at least 100%. f

Reports from ‘our -agents show
that they realize the importance
of placing The Militant ‘on news-
stands and getting renewals of
expired subscriptions.

.Boston: “We have placed The
Militant and the Negro pamph-
lets in about a half-dezen stores
in the Negro district.”

Toledo: “The Militant can now
be purchased at the Athletic
Sports Center. This is a Negro
place and the paper and pamph-
let, “Struggle for Negro Equal-
ity,” are <displayed in the front
window, also the pamphlets on
the trial. Later on the F. I. will
be placed there. This place is on
the borderline of the Negro and
white meighborhood just a few
blocks from the main downtown
section. We look for results from

. this.”

San Francisco: “We're still go-
ing after the renewals. The great-
est difficulty is finding the peo-

~ple at home.

©  St. Paul: “We hope to send in
. more six-nofith subs soon, We're
_ also working on renewals at the

opposed the distribution of our

. ments on the paper.

'paper worth while reading.

L I 3

Our Detroit agent reports the
following incidents and experi-
ences which occurred during dis-
tributions of The Militant and
contact work: '

“At a recent -distribution a
worker took a subscription and
gave a contribution to the paper,
saying he realized the necessity
for funds. He also said he was
willing at any time to contribute
to labor’s best paper.

“Enclosed is a sub card obtain-
ed at a CIO meecting tonight,
mainly because some Stalinists

paper, whereupon our distributor
was forced to give them a good
debate and that brought the re-
quest for the sub.

“We are getting swell com-
One con-
tact visited said it is the only
In
the course of the discussion he is
all for the paper. He attended
one of our meetmgs and 1 think

NEW AUTO-LITE

(Continued from page 1)

tion to vote for a program that
will ‘advance the interests of the
Auto-Lite workers. Tt Wwill only
be a conflict of two groups of
aspirants for jobs. Auto-Lite
workers can believe both factions
when they denounce each other.
Many Auto-Lite workers are com-
ing to the conclusion that it

their welfare is concerned, wheth-
er their union committee is con-
trolled by Addes-Guncheon or by
Reuther-Gosser.

A year ago the Reuther faction
put up a big fight against the
piecework system at a time when
the Addes faction was proposing
its extension. In the Auto-Lite
plant the piecework speedup sys-
tem exists in full force and neith-
er faction makes an issue of it.
Today, grievances remain unset-

'tled while stewards take up -col-

lections and studiously = avoid
workers with grievances.  Dis-
crimination against Negro work-
ers exists in all Local 12 units;
in spite of the alleged manpower
shortage, -skilled Negro workers

‘pull chips, -and push brooms be-

will attend our new class on So-

“‘ tween idle machmes. S

makes mo ‘difference as far as]

UNION HEADS

PROVE NO BETTER THAN OLD

When the workers get fed up
with these intolerable conditions,
and stoppages take place, the
leaders of the union rush to put
them back to work .and Gosser
makes them a ‘“Foxhole” speech.
‘When the Negroes ask for equal
opportuhities for jobs, ‘and when
workers ask for settlement ‘of
their grievances they are stamped
as ‘rioters, saboteurs, and fifth-
columnists.

The Auto-Lite workers are get-
ting fed up with the policies of
their leadership. At the present
time when the Auto-Lite ‘Commif-
tee is negotiating a new contract,
the workers should insist that
the following provisions be writ-
ten into ‘their agreement with
the Auto-Lite company:

(1)—Abolition of the piece-
work-speedup system.

(2)—Equal pay for equal work
for women.

(3)—No discrimination in up-
grading to any job because of
race, color or nationality.

L(4)—Two weelis vacation with
pay for-every worker employed
6 months or over.

(5)—The escalator clause—the | )
rising iscale of wages to meet the |i
~ lrising cost of living¥ ok

| Buffalo .
| Newark

New York

| Seattle

| Chicago
{ Minneapolis
| Akron
*| Milwaukee
{Los Amngeles

| New Haven

| Rochester

Toledo

Reading
Texas
Philadelphia
Allentown
Boston
Detroit

St. Paul
San Francisco ... =

Youngstown

Bayonne

Cleveland

St. Louis
San Diego
Flint
QRuakertown
Members-at-Large, Friends
Pittsburgh

...................................

SCOREBI)AR])

Quota

nt’ Subscribers
eeks Still To Go

Subs Percent !
50 229 458
80" 200 250

30 42 U0 |

500 1189 237 |
30 59 196
10 17 170
30 50 166
15 23 153
100 145 145
300 443 145
150 183 122
50 58 116
150 171 114
200 186 93
50 37 74
200 135 67
50 33 66
40 25 - 62
15 9 60
400 229 57
50 26 52
25 11 44
20 8 40
50 18 36
15 3 20
10 2 - 20
355 73" 20
10 0 0
15 0 0
3,000 3, 634 121

(Continued from page 1)

tion.

Commission, will be installed ‘in
a position of virtual dictatorship

iving his authority from the war-
time powers granted Roosevelt.
The N. Y. Times (June 3) makes

These were also ob-

this plain when it states:

President Roosevelt’s Executiv
Order. of Dec. 5, 1942, revamping
the commission and instructing

‘lawful and appropriate’ steps ne-
cessary to assure‘that all hiring
and recruitment of workers for
Jjobs in any plants, facilities, oc-
cupation or areas ‘designated by
the chairman shall be conducted
solely through the United States
Employment Sefvice or under ar-
rangements he approves.” It was
under this sweeping Executive Or-
der that McNuatt is attempting to

“to do when in his annual message
to Congress he proposed the adop-
tion ‘of a Torced labor law.

service act, hailing the MecNutt:
plan as a step in the right direc-:

Under the plan Panl V. McNuitt,
chairman of the War Manpower:

over the American workers,. der-

1 working conditions.

“The_

the WMC chairman to take all:

accomplish what Roosevelt failed

Labor ‘spokesmen scoff at the:
| flitmsy bretext that ‘the MecNutt
plan is intended to deal with the
| problem of alleged “acute man-;
power shortages” in a few indus-
tries ‘on the WMC “ciftical Tist.”’

DECREE PAVES WAY
IFOR FORCED LABOR

crepancy -between the means, the
establishment of rigid control over
40,000,000 workers, in order to
achieve the end, of supplying
about 100,000 men to those indus-
tries on the “critical list.” Tt is
like using a steamshovel to lift a
Dblade of grass!-  Whatever man-
power shortage ‘exists in ‘the so-
‘called critical industries is by
virtue of tunfavorable wages and
Such indus-
‘tries as lumber, foundries, Dbear-
ings, ete., could easily be removed
from ‘the critical list by the grant-

ing working conditions, provid-
ing adequate housing, etc.

The crux of the McNuit plan,
lies precisely in ‘the fact that ‘the
administration has no intention of
granting any concessions, as a
means of solving the “manpower”
problem. TRoosevelt demonstrat-
ively abandoned the ‘“voluntary”
method of dealing with labor for
outright compulsion ‘when, in his
sharp swing to reaction after
the threatened rajlway strike, he
came Torward for the first time
with ‘the proposal for labor con-
seription. Like the forced labor
proposal, the McNutt plan is ‘a

ing of ‘@ ‘wage increase, improv-

blow aimed at the organized labor:

movement. Every unidn militant

is bound to recognize this danger|
and take the lead In protesting|

‘the imposition of the Roosevelt-

McNutt  “modified” version

They point ‘out ‘the dy\'iious dis-:

forced labor.
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corner 13th St. and |& their membership,

il Avery remained adamant in histj
g refusal to grant the union & con-|
13| tract, “we will not be respon31ble )
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Stockton Cigar Store, 1788 ,
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Drug Store, 507 Jackson St.; |-
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| the election were known.
i| recent hearing before the WLB
£| the president of the union bit-!
i| terly complained that now that| ang focals who resist the union
4| the strike was broken, the gov-| g
“marking |

| employers.

1520 Westlake St. .

; ;‘fmétrbi‘t ‘airen ﬁewwp“ed after ‘the

(Continued from page 1)

in the files of the WLB, each ‘case:

| remaining buried for such extend-’
‘| ed periods that the Board earned
| for itself the title: Glaveyald of

Grievances!
Te allay the dissatisfaction that

| developed over the funeral pace

of WLB procedure, the Board,
under prodding of its labor rep-
resentatives, prescribed as a
remedy ‘the establishment of:
Regional Boards to expedite the
handling of grievances.

Decisions of the Regional
Boaids are ‘submitted to the Na-
tional Board for approval. Since!
‘the Regional Boards were ‘estab-i
lished approximately 18 months’
ago, experience has shown .that’
this device has merely -served to
further complicate procedure and
further prolong the interminable
delay of disputes certified to the
WLB. Another primary source
of irritation has been the aban-
domment by the Board of all pret-
ense of being a quasi-judicial body
able to judge wage disputes on
their merits and its emergence as
an ‘enforcement agency rigidly ap-
plying the Little ‘Steel formula
under Roosevelt’s “wage stabiliz-
ation” policies. ‘These are some
of the factors which, along with |
the continued rise in the cost of |
living, higher taxes, a Enowledge
that corporate profits have soared-
to éver higher Ilevels, the in-
creasing arrogance of the employ-
ers, etc., have impelled the werk-
ers to Tresort with greater fre-
quency to their most effective
economic weapon, the strike.

VARIED EXPERIENCE

An examination of the more re-
cent strikes provides an illustra-
tion ‘of the rich and varied exper-
jences which are penetrating the
consciousness of the American
working class. The role of the
government as a strikebreaking

agency in the service of the -em-.

ployérs - was no more glaringly
revealed than in the Montgomery

| Ward digpute.

The -company reﬁused to extend
the ‘union 'contract upon its ex-.
piration contending that the
union no longer represented a
majority of its employes. Capi-
tulating to the company, the
WLB directed Sewell Avery to
“extend the contract pending a
determination of the question of
representation by, the NLRB.
Avery refused to comply, refused
to bargain with +the union,
ignored the grievance machinery,
and ‘continued to victimize known
union militants.

The WLB whined and complam-
ed :about Avery’s “attitude” @and

|'eontinued to stew in its own juice,

as it always -does when confront-
ed with the defiance of an em-
‘ployer, until the workers were

»of%‘ forced to take independent action:

to «defend the existence of their
union.

successful, that Roosevelt
dashed in —- to break the strike.!

The plant was “seized,” the work-/
ers herded back to their jobs, an |-
NLRB election was held and the/

plant was returned to the com-:
pany even before the results of

ernment agencies are
while - Avery
proceeds to «cut the wnion #o
pieces,

ILLUSTIONS DISPELLED

Ward “seizure” as a victory for|
the union. Their illusions “were|

‘quickly dispelled. In their appear-| prustration, victimization
Jir 5 . n ahd de-
| ance before the WLB, ‘the ‘inion|

officials, voicing the attitude of!
said ‘that if

for another strike, This time wel
will not return. We have a way of |
handling Montgomery Ward.” The |

lesson of the Montgomery Ward |

dispute has nat been lost on the
renks -of labor.

As an aftermath of the Mont-:
gomery Ward strike the NLRB:

now proposes to grant all employ-f

ers the same privilege given Av-.
ery to challenge _the collective
bargainin‘g rights of the union,

14| upon the expiration of a union

contract. The NLRB seeks to vie
with the WLB and Roosevelt's'
farcical seizures, as a strikebreak-
ing agency in the service of the
The recent strike in-|
volving ‘over 8000 formen in the

‘sanctions ‘on the union,

It wasn’t until the union:
it called the strike, which gained the
| sympathy and support ‘of decisive |
£|sections ‘of the labor movement!
'£l.and gave every indication of be-!
|ing

“the

242 ﬁfoaHWay;‘*Shh 1 ’ieg’o ;

;Labor D lSContent
'\Shown By

strikes

] 'the foremen .around for over a
‘| year

because of :an NLRB deci-
sion that supervisory employes
(foremen) were not to be consid-
ered an appropriate bargaining
unit and did not come under the
provisions of the Wagher Act.
The campaign against the fore-
men culminated in a violent gov-
ernment-employer attack when
WLB enlisted the aid ef General
Arnold in blasting the foremen
back to their jobs. The only sym-
pathy and support the foremen

| received was from the organized

labor movement — primarily the
UAW rank and -file.

OBJECT LESSON

The strike of the chemical
workers at the Parke-Davis plant
in Detroit provided anether ebject
lesson for the workers. This was
a “legal” strike, called in accord-
ance with the provisions of the
Smith-Connally Act. Nevertheless,
chairman Davis of ‘the WLB
threatened to impose drastic
unless
the workers returned to their
jobs. Even ‘though the strike was
“legal,” Davis contended that the
union was obligated to a strict
observance ‘of Liabor's mowtrike
pledge!  Accordihg to Davis:
You're damned if you ‘do -and
you're ‘Gammned if you don't.” If
a umoh guccesds in gett fig over
the ‘hurdle of the Smith{Connally
Act—there is the nostrike pledge .
to keep ‘the workers under the
thumb of the boss.

As the strikebreaking role of '
the 'government becomes more
apparent ‘the resistance of the
workers increases., The strike of
the Woollworkers ih ‘the Pacifie
Northwest is indicative ‘of this
trend. This strike ‘developed after
a WLB run-around that lasted 16
months and which resulted in a
flat rejection ‘of ‘the wage de-
mands of ‘the workers. It was a
spontaneous demonstration of tha«
mounting discontent aimed di-
rectly @t ‘the wage ‘freszing pol-
icy ‘of the government and the
agents on the WLB ‘who enforce
that policy.

Ah - finteresting sidelight is
provided by the ‘lumber barons,
enriched by a huge bonanza of
war ;p‘roﬁts, pleading with Roose-
velt ‘to “seize” their plants. As
we see, the dollar patriots are
not at all deceived by ‘the spurious
outcry over the “seizure” of
Montgomery Ward.

DETROIT AREA

While the recent strike wave
‘has manifested itself in all 'partg

| of ‘the -country, the center ‘'of un-

rest has been in the highly in.
dustrialized Detroit area. The
arrogance of the auto tycoons has

| grown in direct proportion to the

capitulatory policy of the unpion
‘bureancrats. The resistance of
the union militants to the delib-
‘erhte provocation of the ‘corpora-
tions has resulted in a ‘series of
“unauthorized” strikes in which
‘the union bureaucrats have in-
voked the unconditional no-strike
pledge as a pretext to join the

‘gorporations in crushing the res-

istance of the workers. A number
of powerful UAW ilocals, having
itnessed the progressive deterio-
ration of union ‘conditigns in the
jndustry, have gone on record de-

= | ' manding the revocation of the
i a il

no-strike pledge. This demand
has been thet with in¢reasing re-
pressions against ‘those members

busting drive of the ‘corporations.

The discontent of the workers,
as recorded in the strike statist-
fes released by the Bureau of La-
‘bor Statistics, gives rise to a

‘growing :conflict with the employ-
: o . #ers,’ the government ‘and the un-
; It is true that the union offi- | y

£1-cials ‘and many of the workers§
originally hailed the Montgomery/

ion bureaucrats. The workers
are learuing that dependence on -
labor's “friend” in the White
House and his elaborate labor re-
lations ‘machinery brings only

feat.
They are ‘groping toward the

road of independent action on

the .economic and political fields.
Disoriented by the policies of
the servile labor lackeys the
workers are learning the hard
way—but they are learning. Be-
hind the bare strike statistics are
the cumulative lessons of years
of deception, treachery and be-
]| trayal. The numerical increase in
the numBer of strikes presages
a qualitative change in the mood
of the workers, The next major
labor crisis will undoubtedly
reveal features characteristic of
aﬂvanclng stage of ‘the
developing clags consciousness of

‘the American wor'klng class.

The Militant

may now be purchased at
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That The,

By Art Preis

American labor was dramatically aroused last week by the

m111tant sit-in demonstration of

the Brewster Aeronautlcal Cor-

poratlon workers, who refused for two days to vacate the com-
pany’s plants at Long Island City, N. Y., and Johnsvﬂle Pa,,
when the Navy Department abruptly termmated its contract
and forced the mass lay-off on three days’ notice of the bulk of

13,500 Brewster employes.
This fighting action of CIO
United Automobile Workers
Local 365, whose members, in
accordance with the militant
traditions of the local, would
not take their dismissal lying
down, focused a glaring spot-
light on the lengths Wall Street
~and the government are pre-
pared to go in order to smash
militant unionism and gdve a
sharp warning to the American
workers of the fate in store for
them under the “post-war plan”
of Big Business.
While the Roosevelt administra-
tion is demandmg labor conserip-
" tion on the pletext of a labor
“shortage” and mlhtary spokes-
‘men _issue scarehead statements
about plane losses due to strlkes,

the action of the Brewster Work-‘

ers has flashed across the na-
tion’s headline8 the real situation,
contradicting all the anti-labor
claims of the government,

From the first announcement of
the contract termination and im-
pending lay-offs, it was clear that
this was the climactic move in a
three-year drive of the big air-
craft corporations, acting through'
- the Navy Department, to smash

the union local whose militant
p‘_o'llc1esr have won the hlghest
‘wages and best conditions in the
industry and to secure control by
the monopolies of one of the few:
remaining independent aircraft
companies.

UNION-BUSTING MOVE

The Brewster workers
mediately recognized the union-
busting character of the whole
move. They determined to defend
their unlon and conditions and to
use their own situation as an ex-
ample and warning to the rest of
labor so that the workers might
be prepared to resist similar lay-
offs everywhere when the cor-
porations feel they are no longer’
able to squeeze war profits from
them.

When it became clear that the‘

government would make 1o
provisions for the workers to con-
tinue on-the job at Brewster, a
- meeting of some thirty local
leaders was held. They agreed to
organize a masseresistance to the
firings. Plans and - preparations
were made for the workers to
occupy the plants. These plans
were kept quiet until just before
the action was to begin. Early on
Monday morning, the key union
leaders met for final instructions.,
They in turn informed all the
shop stewards of the contemplated
action, The shop stewards then
told the workers who reported

for work as the. union had in-~

structed them to do. The proposal
for a “sit-in” was hailed almost
unanimously.

Instead of turning in their
badges, the workers proceeded to
their benches "and machines in
preparation for work. They were
informed that anyone turning in
his badge, and breakmg the solid
front of the union action would
have his union card lifted. Only
a handful broke ranks. The ovér-
whelming majority were prepared

®

im- |

of days was necessary to force
the government to' provide the
means for contmued erﬂployment

'eVen have tr
yance of inf mg their families
they would not be home.
%pmts weré high and the
ﬁghtmg morale vas a
»Prepaxatlons pr

of food, enough for fgive days,
were quxcklv brought mto the
main plant in Long Island City,
Were 8000 kaers held_the f01t

—prov1d1ng m
and news to help !
houts. All sorts of
dectired 4nd the workers made
themselves “at home .

tamed Thé, buildin;
1mmaculately clein.
ment wis carefully pr
from damage. No  dis

strikes of 1937 were apphed
Outside the plant a plcket llne

was mamtamed : carrymg ap-
propr1ate banners. “Fleedom
From Want”‘one Banner pro-
claimed sareastically,
other, “Is This Post-War Con-
version 77
carried thé sign,
My Husbdnd Is Fighting. For?”
Similar sentiments and slogans
were displayed on large banners
draping the balconies on each
floor over the plant entrance.

We've got the ability, We've got

will, - But We
Work!” One proniinently dis-
played banner read: “D-Dismissal
'Day for Brewster Workers.”
During the first day of the sit-
in, a: delegation of some 300
| Brewster veterans of both World
Wars, including several who had
been crippled in combat, marched
in a body to thz City Hall in an
attempt to. enlist the 4id of
Mayor LaGuardla to. keep the
plant running. ‘His Honor, the
so-called “Little Flower,” refuséd
even to see them, S$endihg out
word he was “too busy.” Hé is
not, howevér, “too busy” to see
any two-b1t ward heeler who ean

votes.
OTHER JOBS
The Navy, War Manpower

Conmission and other govérn-
ment officials  attempted to
cornbat the propagdnda efféct of
the “sit-in” and break it up by
claiming the Brewster. workers
could get jobs qmekly at other
plants. Representatives of various
low wage industries appeared at
the plant to makeé their misérable
offers.

But the Brewster Workers,
who have been earnmg wages

to “sit-in” for whatever number

and an- ||

Oné woman - worker |
“Is This. What .

“We're S1tt1ng Tlght We Want
Work!” and “We’ve got the tools,

the experiznce, We've got the
At Got The,

promise to line up for him a fow

Gave
repare To Resist

arning To American
nemploymen

ass

Scene at Brewster “Sit-In”

’

‘Addeés-Stalinist clique, had in-

| which léd to the Brewster situa- |

4

reactionary elements in the UAW
leadership and a member of the

tervened in the situation during|
the week before the sit-in. .Al-
though he had previously fought
the militant. policies of the]|
Brewster local and its leader-|
ship, and had opposad their
prewous strike actions in defense
of their contract, he undoubtedly
considered ~the lay-off issue
“safe” and a chancg to refurbish
his tarnished reputation among |
the auto and aircraft workers.

One of his chief purposes was
to get the *sit-in ended quickly
without any embarrassment to
Roosévelt: While putting out
statements agamst what he
termed the “Wall - Street Navy”
—a couect estlmate in itself— |
he, sought to absolve the Rogse-
vélt administration as a whole
from 1esponslb1hty for .the ad-
ministration’s ' contract termind-
tion policy and anti-labor attltnde

tion. But the Brewster shut down |
only mirrors  the - réconversion |
program put into motion by the|
administration’s Baruck-Hancock |
monopoly “grab-all” plan, whlch
Frankensteen supports.

SHARES RESPONSIBILITY
Moredver, Frankensteen shares
responsxbllltv along ~ with the
entire, UAW ‘top leadership, for |
the fact that a union-busting |
attack has béen centeréd on
Brewster Local 365. Under his |
leadership and servile pol1c1es
the rest of the aircraft locals
 have béen forced to accapt lower
wages and worse working con-
ditions than at Brewster. Had a
fighting policy- been pursued
evexywhere and conditions raised |
to ‘the level of Brewster, Local
365 would not have stood out as

A scene at the Brewster Aircraft plant Long Island Cxty, New York, when:work-
érs staged their “sit-in” protest against being thrown out of their jobs. Slogans hung
from the balconiés reading: “We Want Work!”, “Hard Work Pays Poor Dividends
at Brewster,” “D Day——Dlsmlssal Day at Brewster !

Associated Press Photo,

averaging $1 14 an hour, refused
to have thelr union ‘broken and
scattered _in order to take ]obs
at 60 and 70 cents an hours, or
to start all over at beg‘mners
and apprentice wages at other
alrcraft plants where, average
wages are 10 to 30 cents an hour
lower than at Brewster.

The cold-blooded attitude of
the Navy was summed up in the
stattment of Ralph Bard, an
assistant secretary of the Navy,
who was quoted as declarlng that
“the workers at Brewster could
pick up and go to other areas
just as a soldier does.”

At the same time, the Nayy
gave ag its excuse for endmg its
Brewster contlact reasons of

economy,”‘ claiming that the cost
of productlon per plane at
Brewster was . hlgher than at
Goodyear and Chance-Vought
where Corsair fighters are also
produced The Navy Department
issued ﬁgures clalmlng Goodyear

Chance-Vought - for $63 000 and
Brewster for $72,000. Union of-
ficials 1mmed1ately challenged
the Navy’s assertions by pointing
out that -Brewster produced _65
per cent of the plane, while
Goodyear only did 51 per cent
and_Chance- Vought 55 per cent
of the work Actually, Brewster
was turning out a larger volume
of production at a lower unit
cost,

produced the plane for $57,000,

. The sit-in was called off on the
afternoon of tde ,second day at
the telephoned. instructions of
Richard T. . Frankensteen, a
Vice-President and national air-
craft division director of the
UAW-CIO. Frankensteen used a
statement by Roosevelt claiming
to deplore the hasty fashion of
the contract termination and
prom1s1ng an 1nvest1gatlon as
the pretext for urging the work-
ers to end their demonstratlon
He gave out the impression that
the workers had won their
demand and that JObS at Brewster
were now assured them. Sub-
sequent developments have shown
this impression was groundless

Frankensteen, one of th° most

-

WLB And Its Role Flayed By Official
Of Machinists Union In San Franeiseo

(Continued from page 1)

“fulfill all the terms of the old
contract.” -

“What has been the attitude of
the War Labor Board?” I asked.

“The most glaring example
of the role of the WLB” he
answered, “is the manner in which
the case first got to them. The
employers stalled — they would
agree and then they would
repudiate their agreement. They
kept using delaying tacties. When
the Lodge began to stand pat,
they then went through the con-
ciliation proceedings requlred by
law. The conciliator came in at
10:30 on a Saturday and we were
in conference for a little over
thirty minutes. The employers
broke it up, over the protest of
the conciliator. They just went
through the formahty to get the
case to the WLB. In faet, a%
proof of this, the conference
ended a little after 11:30, and
the WLB had the case by_that
very afternoon. This was done by
the combined action of the Tenth
Regional WLB and a number of
the employers who aré trymg to
dump Lodge 68.

“The Tenth Regional Board
took jurisdiction evén without
waiting for the conciliator’s
report. The employers wanted an
1mmedlate order against us. That
would have been too open, so the
rd requested the employers to

impeded the war effort. The
Board calléd us i for 4 héaring
but mdde no -attempt to prove
any obstruction of the war effort.
They anted us to réscind the
order of the eight hour day.

“Since the first of the yeasr,
about 1200 members have been
laid off; one half of those are
dlready out of the industry. Be-
cause of this, the membership
maintained its position on the
eight hour day.

“They have tried to make the
eight hour day a burning issue
and implied that the men are on,
strike. Davis made a statement
saying that he regarded the unioh
action as a blow against the
whole WLB machinery.

“We take the . position ‘that
never has it been mandatory for
our men to work overtime. Our
agreements have called for an 8
hour day. We have always held
this position. The only difference
now is that that position has been
formally established by a regular
meeting of the Lodge. The Board
threatened, in effect, to have the
government take  over the
machine shops and jail Hook and
Dillon unless théy request the
men to work overtime. They even
threatened to jail the men who
would refuse to work overtime.”
At.this point .Harry Hook, the
other business agent of the Lodge
walked in, Tall and spare, he and
Dillon' havée béen fhe main.

est chargmg that we

tant, democratic labor cannot be

“How have the men in the union
reacted to this campaign?” I
asked:

“The questlon wag presented
to them four different times
and they voted each txme, un-
ammously, to contmue this policy
until the agreement is signed.”

“How have the members of the
War Labor Board acted toward
youqn

“The people on the Board, un-:
solicited by us, have tried to in-
tervene in the situation. They
have tried to tell us' what is go-
ing on. Goldblatt (Louis Gold-
blatt, CIO labor representatlve on
the Board) is trying to organize
labor against us. This Lodge has
achieved the enmity of many
organizations, including the Com-
munist Party. There are a few
members in the Lodge who follow
the Communist Party. line; they
pick around the edges and try to
drive ‘a wedge into the lodge.
They try to cultivate an -opposi-
tion to us. Every time they try
to do this and fail, they clam up.
Their actions are part of their
no- strlke ‘policy now and after
the war.”

“What is your opmlon on the
no-strike pelicy after the war, as
recently announced by Bridges ?”
“Anyone that slgns away the
rlghts of labor is signing away
the labor movement Anyone who
takes such actlons ‘agamst mili-

Jects 5 'attack by.'th Boud

situa tion.

I have never seen anything as
utterly repulswe and angcrupulous
as - this action. The Communist
Party, in my opinion; has lost
any faith in the class struggle.
If there is no class struggle, then
you wouldn’t need a union.”

. “What is the basis of the dry-
dock dispute at Moore’s?”

(This refers to an extended
dispute over repair rates on new
ships returning from trial runs.
The unions, both Lodge 68 and
Local 1304, CIO are involved and
Jjointly contend that work on these
ships is identical with other
repair work and should be at the
usugl rate of $1.84 per hour. The
yards with WLB backing, are in-
sisting that the work should be
at the rate of new construction at
$1.20 per hour. During the con-
troversy, Dillon was called to
Washington. to testify before the
WLB. The case is still in the
Board’s hands.)

Dillon shrugged his shoulders.
“There ' is no real controversy
here. The case is pending before
the shipbuilding commission. It is
interesting to note that the WLB
tenth Regional Board has no
jurisdiction over the marine in-
dustry. This industry comes
under . the Shipbuilding Stabiliza-
tion Committce, but it tried fo
block them from giving us a
hearing because of this "other

“The ihlpplng compamas have

issues. The whole beef that they
made so much noise about; the
total work would amouht to at
most, two weeks work for a
handful of men. Two to five men
| working 8 hours could handle the
biggest of thosé disputed jobs.
All we did was to shift the men
to other jobs while this dispute
was being settled. They held a
ship at drydock for 15 days, at a
drydock charge of $1000 per day,
while the machinist’s. work
amounted to no more than $40.”
“We have some of the most
vicious government agencies in
this area. We can deal with the
employers; but the agencies
cause the trouble. Many employ-
ars have made agreements with
us that were later repudiated by
the Boards. To e candid, the
purpose of the Board is to start
breaking up the Labor move-
ment.”

“Doesn’t the whole set up of
the governmeént Boards make for
that ?” I asked.

“To start out” he replied, “you
have two to one against you. The
public member of the Board very
seldom comes from Jabor. The sad
part is that labor representation
is weak. Once these representa-
tives get into that atmosphere,
they follow the path of least
resistance.”

Lodg# 68 has been in existence
since 1885. Dillon has been busi-
ness agent since 1936. From 1938
on the union has had 100% ot-
ganization in Sdn  Frafieisco.

There is no machiné shop of any
eonsequence that does not have |

: 'kopt the llups tled up ever mmor

the special target for Wall Street |
and the government

The past' 3 year hlstory of the
| Brewster conflict gives the real
clue to why the Navy Department |
| struck its blow as it did. Four
years ago the company signed
| the only union shop contract in
| the mdustrv, and in subsequent
jyears, under the pressure of the
union . establtshed the hl,Ih(““t

: geal=s rid best union condi-
jons in the nlductxy The rest of
the industry, controlled mainly by

big Wall Street financial interests,
determined to break the union
and gain contre]l of the inde-
péndent company.

In Decembsr 1941, accordmg
to the available information, one
of the big rubber corporations
attempted to force the Brewster
owners into handmg over con-
trol. The rubbeér
agents made the threat that it |
the Brewster management did
not yield to the proposed condi-
tions, they would see that the
governmént itself took the ap-
propriate action to force the
issue. Shortly thereaftéer the
Navy = Department _seized the
plant on the grounds that the
company was failing to fulfill its
contracts. At the same time, the
government agents opened up
their assault ‘against the union
by claiming that the company
was incapable of managing the
workeérs or- handling the union,
which the Navy claimed was
dxctatmg the company’s policies.

NO DISPUTE

This was the first and only
plant seized by the government
where no actual labor dispute
was in plogress The - Navy held
all the company’s. stock in
eserow and shoved. the manage-
ment into  the background com-
pletoly, operating the plant
through Navy officials and then
through its own._appointed busi-
ness managers, Three weeks ago
control was ﬁnally returned to
the- original B1ewster owners,
and almost 1mmed1ately after-
wards they were notified of the
contract termination.

' national

company’s |

SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. —

' The announcement by Harry
| Bridges of the extension of the
| no-strike pledge for an indefin-
i ite period
' made on the eve of negotiations

“after the war,” was

- {or a new contract by the ware-

housemen’s section of the Inter-
Longshoremen and
\\unehousemcn s Union. This

policy was presented in the
form of a preamble to be in-
‘cluded in_ all future contracts

negotiated by the union. The
warehousemen’s locals of the
ILWU are currently engaged in
negotiations with the Association
of San Francisco Distributors for
| revision of their 3-year contract
| which expires on May 31, The
demonstrative announcement of a
perpetual no-strike pledge weak-
' ens the union in its negotiations
and permits the Association to
' safely reject any revision in favor
‘of the men.

Taking full advantage of the
belly-crawling = policies of the
Bridges-Stalinist clique, develop-
ments in the San Francisco area
indicate that the labor haters are

Bridges’ parent Longshoremen’s
Local 1-10. Ever since Pearl Har-
bor, the army has been hiring
men through the Civil Service to
do longshoreman work on the ar-
my transport docks and at army
bases. These men, working under

 the classification of Dock Seamen,

do longshoreman work at less
than the union scale of wages.
Dock seamen receive 91 cents per
hour for an 8 hour day as
| against $1.10 an hour for a six
hour day, which is the union
scale. There are now approxim-

' but we'd get

preparing an offensive against |

Bridges Knifes His Union By
Permanent No-Strike Pledge

ately twice as many non-union’
men doing longshoreman work in .
the area as there are union men,’
The implications are obvious — -
even to Bridges. The May 18
issue of the Longshoremen’s Bul-
letin sums up the problem: “Un-
less these thousands of workers _

. are 01’ganized into the ILWU, our
L organization will

destroyed.
and

be
a contract
hiring . ball  —
no work! The,
employers know this and are do-

We might get
retain  our

- ing ever ytlnng poss1ble to prevent

these workers from becommg
members of the Internatlonal
Some Army and Navy ofﬁcers,
who not so long ago were shlp-
owner 1ep1esentat1ves are work-
ing hand in hand with the ém- -
ployers.”

A recent circular put out by
the army to dock seamen states
explicitly that union membelshlp
is not a prerequisite for emp10y~
ment on the army docks and that

' the army does not bart’am w1th ;

unions, On top of this the almy
' has begun to bring in prlsonels’
of war to do work in the dock-
yards. German prisoners number.
some 400 and 1000 Italian prison-
ers are already Worklng in the
Bay area, doing work that sliould
come under. the jurisdiction of
the ILWU. ) o

The Longshoremen’s Union .
arose out of the Pa(nﬁc Coast mar-
itime strike of 1934 wlnch culmin-
ated in the famous San Fvanmsco
general strike; it has.a tladltlon
of struggle that w1]l not easﬂy ‘be
destroyed by the Bridges-Stalin-
ist cligue. Already it is murmured
that Bridges is living on his past,
that the days of his rule are num-
bered.

Affairs ‘Committee held special
heéarings ostensibly to uncover
responsibility for - the alleged
failure of Brewster production.
The labor-hating Congressmen
quickly turned the hearings into
- an all-out attack on the union, |
trying to pin the blame for
management’s shortcomings
Local 365 and its leaders. Thonias
De Lorenzo, president of the
local, was the target of a vicious
anti- labor cross-examination. Re-
cently, as an outgrowth of these
anti-laber hearings, De Lorenze
was indicted” by a federal jury
for a false statement he is
claimed to have made at one time
on a civil servnce application.

De Loxenzo, in a personal in-
tervxew last Saturday morning,
summed up the Brewster case
| for The Militant. “There is no
question,” he  said, “that the
términation ‘of the contract by
the Navy is a move to break the
union’s contract and to get rid of
the union. Otherwise, the Navy
officials wouldn’t dare put a
prime manufacturer of fighter
planes out of business right dur-
ing the war. There is also no
question that the Navy is only
the instrument to put pressure
on the present managerhent at
the inspiration of the big
monopoly  corporations which
have been trying to get control
of Brewster. Our local determin-
ed to put up a fight even if it
didn’t get us anything for our-
selves. We wanted at least to
let the rest of the labor move-
me’nt know what is i store for
it. .

BUSINESS WEEK

The Brewster sit-in has done
just that. Business Week, an
astute organ of Big Business,
candidly advises. its corporation
clientele:

“Business and government got
a frlghtemng preview of labor
rélations in reconversion over
Memorial Day when Brewster

Last Year the House Naval

Aelonautxca]’s employees staged

ol

their stay-in demonstration. Here
is a problem that will grow day
by day as invasion brings closer
the fall of Germany. In Brewster’s
case, the outbreak was short,
ronviolent. Other instances won’t
| be so r‘ldtlv(‘ly simple. Man-
agemént will find labor strlkmg,
refusing to vacate plants. .
Broken windows, cracked skulls
are not 1mprobable, marches on
Washingfon 4ré not it all im-
possible.”

That is the real prospect for
labor’s future as the capitalist
rulers see it themselves. They
have no program for jobs and-
security. They and their govern-
ment agents are preparing 1nstead

for ‘“broken windows, ecracked
skulls . . . marches on Washmg-
ton.”

Alréady there have been hui-
dreds of mass lay-offs through-
out the nation’s war industriés
due to contract terminations and
production cut-backs. Until the
Brewster sit-in, these were
played down or 1gnored by the
Big Business press. Under thé
1estra1n1ng hand of the union .
bureaucracy, the dismissed work--
ers failed to put up a fight
against bemg thrown out on the
streets, driven to break up thelr t
homes and families in the search
for work, This failure to res1st*=‘
enabled the administration and
corporations to push forward
without opposition their program
for curtailing production without '
regard for-the interests of thé
workers.

But the Brewster struggle has :
served to teach the workers
everywhere the old lesson that
the only way to defend thelr ]obs
and their rlght to work is by
militant mags union action. Only
bold and resolute mass resistance.
can force the Roosevelt ad-
ministration and. corporations to.
retreat from ' their scheme to
retrench production at the ex-
pense of the workers—the very-

heart of Wall Street’s “post war,
plan.” '

3

o Y

a contract w1th 68

State ...

Thls Coupon and 25 Cents Enhtles You to d
3-Month Subscription to

ve MILITANT

A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER
116 UNIVERSITY PLACE, NEW YORK 3, N. Y.

Published in the interests of the Workmg People
The only newspaper in this country that tells the truth

about labor’s struggles for

You may start my subscrlptlon to THE MILITANT with your
INTRODUCTORY OFFER of 13 issues for 25c.
1 enclose 25¢ (coin or stamps).

NAME vetrivtet et ceeinnene e e & i & ri 6. S bkl » LT o nond T
(Please Prmt) '
Stréet V... iiii.. .. B i e b o TR« AP i B
CIty wvvevivrenninnnnn. o 6 L 5,7 oy B0 § O it o Tl 5 e
¥ > . r
4 Soaeainiy % 4 .

a better world

LRN




"FOUR—

THE MlLI»TANT

35

SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 194

~ An Eyewitness

 Looks At ltaly

- UnderThe AMG

[The following article is a

first-hand account of conditions

in Southern [taly today, written by a young American merchant
seaman, who recently visited Italy.]

By William Hill

South Imly mirrors in miniature the fate of Europe under

Allied rule. ]

Naples, a metropolis of some one million inhabitants,

eloquently illustrates Italy’s present position.

I was in Naples some six
months after Allied . occupa-
tion. The conditions that exist
are almost unbelievable.

Food is simply not to be had.
Ag soon as I left the pier, I saw
long lines of beggars, including
women with babies at their

breasts, I saw in the streets of
main thoroughfares groups - of
small children, homeless, too

weak from hunger even to beg.
The workers’ slums along miles
of endless alleys are decrepit and
unsanitary. Three and four fam-
ilies live in one and two room
apartments. = Disease is wide-
spread. Prostitution is probably
Naples’ most flourishing industry.
Immediately one sets foot in the
city the visitor :is accosted by
small "boys all under 10 who act
as hustlers drumming up trade.
The responsibility for these dis-
graceful conditions does not rest
with the population or with the
small children who are forced
.into th’s work. The responsibility
rests with the Allies and the re-
actionary Badoglio regime.

HUNGER

Clothing is as scarce as food.
People clothe themselves in rdags
put - together in a crazy patch-
work. Middle class families also
suffer terrible hardships. A uni-
versity student whom I met in-
vited me to his home but begged
me to bring a piece of bread for
his hungry mother.

“Law and order” is enforced
by American and British MP’s,
Despite all newspaper talk to the
contrary, Italy is a conquered na-
tion and is treated as such by
the Allies. MP’s at best are ar-
bitrary; at the worst they are
brutal.

»H—

slapped down by an MP for pur-
loining a small item, I wondered
why the high AMG officials are
so reluctant to deal a hard blow
at the opulent fascist-controlled
Black Market.

One of the most significant
facts I encountered is the wide-
spread feeling among the Italian
people that they were better off
under German occupation than

tion. For one thing, they  state
that food was more plentiful un-
der the German administration...

ITALY’S FUTURE

‘What of Italy’s future? Italy
is in a ferment. The Italians,
still . dazed by the many blows
which they have been dealt, are
feverishly groping for a solution.
The streets of Naples are filled
with political literature — social-
ist, Stalinist, Marxist. The poli-
tical parties are holding mass
meetings. Particularly indicative
of the political feelings of the
people are those anonymous
scrawls which appear - on build-
ings or walls. Occasionally a Viva
for Roosevelt is seen. But in far
greater profusion, in bold and
striking letters is|the challenge
— Viva L’Esercito Rosso! Long
live the Red Army!

What does this mean? The
Italian’ masses instinctively cheer
the red army victories. They wish
to emulate the Russian masses
who in the Russian revolution of
1917 destroyed the rule of the
landlords and capitalists.

Out of the bomb-blasted tene-
ments this call will grow louder
and more insistent. Neither Ba-
doglio nor AMG can stifle it.

When I heard of an Italian

Italy will move to a better day.

Prince Umberto -- New Tool

Of Monarchist

King Victor Emmanuel an-
nounced when the Badoglio gov-
ernment was recently reor-
* ganized that he would turn over
all activity to his “lleutenant,”
Crown Prince Umberto as soon
as the Allied armies occupied

Rome. Now that the Anglo-
American forces are entering
Rome,. the new “democratic”

titular ruler of [taly will be
Prince Umberto.

_ The rulers in Washington and
London are convinced that they
need the monarchy as a buylwark
against the-tide of social revolu-
tion. Unfortunately for the Al-
lies, the House of Savoy was so
intimately tied up with the Fas-
cist regime of Mussolini, so
smedared with its crimes, that it
had thoroughly discredited itself
before the masses.

In the nine months since the
overthrow of Mussolini this has
become clear beyond the faintest
shadow of a doubt. The slogan
“Down with the King!” has re-
sounded throughout the land.

The House of Savoy naturally
wishes to save itself. It possesses
tremendous wealth and privileges.
Kings have g horror of unemploy-
ment. They like employment
even less. They seek by all means
to perpetuate their comfortable
parasitic existence.

A TRICK

It became clear that the Ital-
ian monarchy could be saved
-from the anger of the people only
by a miracle — or a trick. Mir-
acles, of course, do not happen
and so a trick was decided upon.
When the Badoglio regime was
in process of having its face lift-
ed by the political beauticians of
Washington and London, with the
aid of the Stalinists, social-dem-
ocrats and liberals, Victor Em-
manuel announced that he would
step down from the throne after
the Allies captured Rome and
turn his job as King over to his
son, Prince Umberto, who would
rule in regency fashion with the
title of lieutenant-governor.

This 'trick is not likely to sue-
ceed. The Italian working-class
knows only too well that the en-
tire royal house, including Um-
berto, was intimately tied to fas-
cism and is part and parcel of
the system of capitalist exploita-
tion which gave it birth. The seal
of the House of Savoy was set
upon every act.of the fascist re-
gime from 1922 until the hour

Dictatorship

Umberto himself licked the
hoots of ‘Mussolini and the
fascists all -through the years
when the masses were suffering
the infamies of the fascist dic-
tatorship. When the blackshirt
troops, led by Marshal Badoglio,
were parading in triumph through
the streets of Rome after their
barbaric conquest of Ethiopia,
Umberto stood with Victor Em-.
manuel ‘on the balcony of the
Quirinal Palace, raising his arm
in the fascist salute. When the
gold wedding rings of millions of
[talian. women were sacrificed to
pay for that imperialist advent-
ure, Umberto’s wife, the Princess-
Maria Jose, made a demonstra-
tive public offering of her own
ring to the fascist cause..

MUSSOLINI'S MAN

In 1938, Umberto was appointed
by Mussolini to the position of
Inspector of the Italian Infantry.
On May 23, after reviewing regi-
ments of Royal Grenadiers, he
sent a telegram to Mussolini:
“Duce, I wish you to know that
the Italian Grenadiers, as citizens
and as soldiers, are ever ready to
obey your orders in peace-time
and in a glorious war for the im-
perial greatnéss of the Tascist
fatherland.”

The same day, overcome with
love for Fascism, he wired Ach-
illes Starace, secretary of the Fas-
cist Party: “The Grenadiers frat-
ernity united with the Blackshirts
send their Fascist salute to the
Bersaglieri who fought in the
First War and in Africa.”

Princess Maria Jose joined the
‘Red Cross and led.a great drive
to recruit nurses for the Ethio-
pian campaign. On Oct. 3, 1939
she sent an affectionate telegram
to Mussolini “Duce, I wish to
convey to you the undying faith
of the Red Cross nurses of Italy
who, following your shining ex-
ample, will always be able to
accomplish their silent duty. Your
very affectionate cousin, Maria
di Savoia.”

monstrating anew his love of Fas-
cism ~when he and Mussolini
“knelt together in dévout religi-
ous rapture” at the tomb of the
Unknown Soldier in Rome to do
“homage”’
men, Italians.and Africans, whom
they had sacrificed in the Ethio-
pian war.

This is the man whom the

capitalist class were grooming for
the Italian throne before Romehad
fallen. He will be presented as a
“friend of democracy” who is
really concerned for the welfare

. when Mussolim was toppled from
power, ;

of “his” people.

longshoreman on my ship being.

under the present Allied occupa-

A/month later Umberto was de-|

to the thousands of |

Allied “democrats’ and the Italian

‘But_the people

@

Anti-Capitalist Demonstration in Naples

A part of the moss demonstration held in Naples on March 12, is shown above.’
The demonstration was called in protest against the monarchy, a few days after
Churchill openly proclaimed Allied support of hated King Victor Emmanuel. The
temper of the Italian people is shown in the signs; significantly, the largest reads
p “Down with Capitalism;” the sxgn in the background calls for “leerty, Democ-

racy, Jobs!” i

shirt gangsters.
armies of “liberation”
of Roosevelt’s

marched

priate to draw a balance sheet

“Four Freedoms.”
countries are about to be “liberated” by the Allies, it is appro-

?

By James Cowan

Ten months have passed since the Italian malses  rose to
put an end to the regime of Mussolini and his Fascist Black-
“Nine months have elapsed since the Allied

into southern Italy as bearers
Now that other European

of the Allied occupation, to

assess. the blessings which the
American and British armies
have brought to the unhappy
Italian people. -

“Freedom of religion?’—mean-
ing freedom of the priestly caste
to give and of the exploited and
oppressed to receive the opiates
of the church — this the masses
never lost, even under Mussolini’s
rule. '
MFreedom of speech and press'?”
~— these are as far from realiza-
tion now as they were ten months
ago. Southern Italy and Sieily
are under the dictatorial regime
of Badcglio and the King and the
six ‘“opposition” parties, back of
which stand the armies of the
Allied imperialists. No paper can
be printed and distributed with-
out permission of the Allied mili-
tary authorities and such permis-
sion is granted only to those who
do not criticize the Badoglio re-
gime and its imperialist backers.
No public meeting or demonstra-
tion can be held without similar
permission and this, too, is with-
held from real oppositionist
groups. -
“Freedom from' fear?’ —- the
Italian people live in greater fear
today than they did under Musso-
lini. The “democratic’ imperial-
ists promised them -peace if only
they would get rid of Mussolini.
Instead, their country has been
turned into a battlefield of the
rival imperialist camps. Towns
and villages are being shattered
into rubble. The inhabitants are
in daily terror of aerial ‘homb-
ardments.

BLACK MARKETS

But perhaps there is “freedom
from want” — it is here that we
encounter the most glaring con-
tradiction between Allied promise
and Allied performance.: Food is
scarcer than it has ever been. It
can be obtained, for the most
part, only in the'-black markets
and at prices which are beyond
the means of most of the people.
Unbr'dled inflation has destroyed
the value of the currency and red-
uced most of the populatlon to
utter beggary

The inevitable accompaniments
of this situation — mass under-
nourlshment and disease — are
rife everywhele ~Prostitution is
flourishing on an unheard-of
scale as hungry, people resort to
the most desperate means to ob-
tain food.

An Ttalian-American seaman,
Jehn Vinaccia, visited Naples re-
cently and reported in the Daily
Worker that as he walked along
the Corso di Garibaldi in Naples
he noticed many boys between the
ages of nine and twelve approach-
ing English and American sol-
diers.

He said, “I overheard one of
these kids asking the soldiers, ‘Do
you want to eat? ‘Do you want a
girl?” - My companion told me
this was a common occurrence in
Naples; the only way their fami-
lies could eat was by sending these
kids out to solicit.”

Italian longshoreman in Naples

know differently, The record is
clear. The masses will. not be
tricked. The reactionary Italian
monarchy is “doomed. Allied

told the visitor that they were
being paid 100 lire, or about $1.00
a day for skilled work. Unskilled
workers were receiving '‘the equiv-
alent of 50 to 60 cents a day.
These rates, he discovered, had
been fixed by the ‘Allied Military
Government.

HIGH PRICES

But meat was selhng in the

gblack market for 300 lire a kilo

(2'1/5 1bs.), white bread for 100
to' 150 lire a kilo, beans from' 75
to 80 lire a kilo, and greens any-
where from 100 to 125, lire. A
dentist told Vinaccia that it cost
him 1,200 lire a day to feed his
family of four and that he was
only able to spend this amount
because his clientele were mostly
English and American soldiers
who paid him in foreign currency.
A skilled” workman earning only
100 lire a day must watch his
family wilt ﬁom undernourish-
ment.

An ironic feature of this dis-
mal situation is that on the paper
currency ~printed and put in
circulation by the AMG is one
of Roosevelt’s Four Freédoms—
“Freedom from want!”

Black ~market prices, which
place & multitude of daily neces-
sities beyond 'the reach of most
people, are terrific in many in-
stances. The little coffee avail-
able sells at 500 lire per pound.
Suits are priced at 5,000 lire,
shirts between 700 and 1000 lire,
overcoats and topcoats from 7000
to 15,000 lire. 'A pair of socks
fetches from 200 to 400 lire.

The mother of a family of six
told Vinaccia, “Sure all we re-
ceive from the . administration
(AMG) is fifty grams of black
bread for one person, mayhe a
kilo of beans for a week.” 'To
such people, he said; the AMG
with its fake. plomlses of “free-
dom from want” was a joke. The
big cry was, “How can we live
if the most we .can earn ‘is 100
lire a day?”’ — the wage rate fix-
ed by AMG.

ccording to Vinaccia, the local:

fascists, control the black markets |
and are engaged in -a merciless
fleecing of the people under the
benevolent eye of the AMG. Di.
Vittorio, a local Stalinist
leader declared that' the peo-|
ple are starving while the “same
old fascist leeches” are seizing
all the foodstuffs and selling
them in the black markets.

Prices have risen at least 500
percent since 1940 but wages are
held to the level of the Mussolini
era., Black market prices—and
nearly everything finds its way
into the black markets—are on
the average ten times the legal
maximum prices. Bread which is
pegged 3.60 lire a kilo actually
sells at 80 lire.

ACUTE SITUATION

The acute food situation is ag-
gravated by the praectice of the
peasants ‘in hoarding grain and
other foodstuffs. They refuse to
send their produce to market to
be exchanged for paper currency
in which they have no .confidence.

Before the Allied occupation,: the
lire had a foreign exchange value

&

bayonets can on,ly postpone 1ts
extmctmn. :

of about 22 to the dollar, but the

I'mperialist ‘Liberation’ Has
Brought 1 talians More Woes

Arrested in Algeria

ALGERIA, May 31—A num-
ber of Jewish refugees from
Austria have been arrested in
Algeria and Morocca for. or-
ganizing Trotskyist cells in
cooperatlon with the Arabs, in
various localities.

From special dispatch to the
Jewish Morning Journal.

N

AMG has debased it-to'a rate of
about 100. to the dollar.

Max ‘Ascoli, well-known Italian
writer; pro-Ally, now-a refugee in
the United States, asserts that
“hecause of the inflation, the
fixed-income class is slowly dying
of starvation and the workers see

thieves and pillagers becomie rich’

and prosperous while they
starve.”

Conditions are worse today un-
der. AMG rule than they were be-
fore. The daily bread ration per
person is 100 grams (about 3%
ounces) -— less than the 'wema"e
American eats at breakfast. Be-
fore the Allied occupation the ra-
tion .'was 200 grams for adoles-
cents, 800 grams for light work-
ers and expectant 1nothe1s 400
grams for heavy workers. This
grim comparison of figures tells
its own story of what has happen-
ed to the Italian people undel
Allied rule.

Badly off as the employed
workers are, they are still much
better situated than the unem-
ployed. And according to the So-
viet journal, War end the Work-

ing Class, there are 100,000 unem-.
The Al-]

ployed in Naples alone!
lied . authorities are simply not
interested in repairing and recon-
structing: plants destroyed by the
war. = They merely reécondition
those - facilities which -are useful
or essential to their military oper-
ations, such as dock and harbor
works, ~For the rest, they leave
matters to the Badoglio regime
and -its local fascist administra-
tions, but-veto anything that do-
esn’t fit into their own plans —
as, for ‘example, "when they re-
jected a scheme for market and
rationing control submitted by
the 6-party coalition.

“LIBERATED” ITALY

In other words, they are leav-
ing the Italian masses to stew
in their own juice, with néver a
ba,ckward glance at the fullsome
promlses of:prosperity which they
dangled before the eyes of the
war-weary people prlor to the in-
vasion.

But théy have not. 1'ela\(ed thelr
iron. military control over the
'country. They keep Badoglio and
the King and all the local fascist
administrators in office.

They clamp down on every
popular mass movement so that
the capitalists and landlords, the
profiteers
speculators may continue to live
well and - get rich from the
miseries of the people,

This is the plcture of “liberated”
Italy after nine months of Allied

occupation.

-

and black market

George 1.

national

Cairo to Greek soil after the
Nazis have been driven from
the country. This has been done

soldiers and sailors, who have
over and over. again declared
their abhorrence of the monar-
chy and all it stands for.

As in the. case of Ttaly, the

Stalinists have taken the lead in
“breaking the deadlock” for reac-
tion. They were the leading par-
ticipants late last month
four-day conference in Beirut at
which a decision was reached by
various Greek political group-
ings for the creation of a “Pan
Hellenic coalition” which would
serve under the detested King.
" The new government, like the
“new”-Badoglio . government - in
| Italy, will simply be the old rot-
ten regime subjected to a process
of “democratic” face-lifting. It
will be a monarchical police-mili-
tary dictatorship, = but ' -adorned
with Stalinist and social-demo-
cratic traitors. It will rule by
decree and will possess not a
{ shadow of popular authority. Its
one purpose will be to forestall,
and if need be crush, the socialist
revolution in Greece.

BEIRUT CONFERENCE

The Stalinjsts were represented
at the Beirut conference through
the EAM, most popular of the
political groupings in under-
ground Greece, and the ELAS,
which is the military arm of the
EAM. At the conclusion of the
conference, they dispatched a
message to Prime Minister
Churchill, thanking him for “his
interest in Greece and its future”
and stating that “we will do all
in our power to achieve national
unity.” (N. Y. Times, May 22).
This was the same Churchill
who only a few weeks previously
had demonstrated his “interest in
Greece and - its future” by using
British warships and British
troops to ciush a mutiny of Greek
soldiers and naval men who were
protesting against the reactionary
Greek government and the sup-
port given to it by 'Churchill and
the' Anglo-American imperialists.
The revolutionary-minded Greek
sailors and soldiers will femem-
ber this when the Stalinists come
forward in the guise of cham-
pions. of Greek liberty,

In his spe2ch to the House of
Commons on May 24, Churchill
acknowledged the message of the
Stalinists, saying he had received
“3 very agresable letter” from
them. Churchill indeed has cause
to be grateful to these betrayers
of the Greek masses. They have
done for him what he was unable
to accomplish himself after ma-
ny months of effort. All his at-
tempts to bolster up the rotten
government of King George, to
réscue it- from isolation, and to
invest it with a semblance of po-
pular support had failed dis-
mally.

DICTATOR' METAXAS

The Greek masses could not
forget that it was this King who
brought the vile dictator, General
Metaxas, to power only a few
short years ago, and that it was
the bloody Metaxas who smashed
the trade unions and wiped out
all democratic liberties. Militant
socialists were arrested and kill-
ed. Every trace of political op-
position was driven underground

ian dictatorship descended upon
Greece. It continuied right up to
the ifivasion of the country by the
Italian and German armies.

. King: George and the coterie
who surround him fled Greece
when the legions of Mussolini and

try, and set up a papier mache
government in Cairo under the
benevolent eye of Churchill. But
the Greek .masses continued the
struggle against the Nazi-Fascist
oppressors. = They aim to sweep
their country free, not only of
the foreign invaders, but also of
the capitalist-landlord scum which
the King and his clique represent.

BRITISH IMPERIALISTS

So keen and widespread is the
hatred of the monarchy that in
April of this year an entire Greek
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brigade stationed in Egypt, near
Alexandria, mutinied.  The sol-
diers refused'any longer to take
orders from Greek Monarchist of-
ficers. The mutiny spread to
Gresk warships lying at the Alex-
andria naval 'base. The sailors
formed ship committees and took
charge of the vessels.
Possessing no adequate forees
of its own with which to auell
‘| the mutiny the King’s “govern-

in the teeth of opposition from
the Greek masses, including the-

in a

and the.black night of totalitar--

Hitler descended upon the coun-

Negot1atlons have been completed for the formation of a
‘coalition” government which permits the King, and
his reactionary retainers, to remain in office in order that they
may transplant themselves from P s

Shown above is Victor Em-
.manuel (top), cohort of Mus-
solini, kept on his throne for
nearly a year after Mussolini’s
downfall, only by the power of
Allied, bayonets, He relinquish-
ed his throne, appointing as re-
gent Prince Umberto (below),
likewise a.  lifelong friend of
Fascism, a supporter of - the
Ethiopian invasion, and now
the trusted ally of Churchlll and. .
" Roosevelt.

iniperialists. Churchill acted
promptly. He, described the en-
suing action in his Commons
speech on May 24:

“The Greek brigade was en-
circlad by British-forces some 30
miles from Alexandria and Greek
ships which had mutinied in Alex-
andria harbor were lying under
the guns of both shore batteries
and our superior naval forces,
which had rapidly gathered. The
tension lasted nearly three
weeks . . . ,The disorderly ships
were boarded by Greeks under the
Greek government, and, with
about fifty- killed and wounded,
the mutineers were collected and
sent ashore. The mutinous brig-
ade in the desert were assaulted
by superior British forces which
captured the eminences surrotmd-
ing the camp, and 4000 men
there surrendered.”

The naval mutiny was' touched
off by the arrest in Alexandria

'"1of the leader of the Greek Mari-

time Union, which has headquar-
ters in London. After the mutiny
had ‘been suppressed, the union
-issued an appeal to the British
workers “to cease granting any
help or recognition to the self-
appointed Greek government in
Cairo.” The mutiny had resulted,
the union declared, from “the ef-
rorts of the Cairo government to
impose the most notorious fascist
officers: upon our fighting forces”
and disclosed that “thousands of
Greek civilians, officers, soldiers
and sailors are today confined in
concentration camps for the sole
crime of being anti-fascists.”

“SUBVERSIVE 'AGENTS”

According to" Churchill, how-
ever, the mutinsers had simply
been “misled into evil deeds by
subversive movements,” and the
London .Times reported the mu-
tiny under /the headline: “AGI-
TATORS’ WORK.” This eminent
organ of British capitalism even
had the gall to suggest that some
of  the “agitators” might have
been “German agents.”

Neither Churchill nor the Times
believe this preposterous ' assar-
tion. This is amply proved by the
alacrity with which Churchill
moved to supply new props for
the Greek government. Premier
Venizelos resigned, and a social-
democrat, George Papandreou,

106 Carmel St;eet

ment” appealed to the British,
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Stalinists In Greece
Back Monarchnst Rule

- By Ralph Graham

Having for the moment rescued the reactionary shadow
regime of Badoglio and King Victor Emmanuel from the
oblivion to which the revolutionary-minded masses of I[taly
sought to consign it, the Stalinists have now jumped in to save
the stark reactionary Greek government-in-exile headed by King

j‘umped into his place. The Stalin-

ists abandoned their former op-
position to the monarchical re-
gime and have now joined in the
phony coalition which embraces

“gll the parties” -but which is no..

more representative of the true
interests of the Gresk people than
its predecessor.

The fact 1is - that rebellion
against King George and his gov-
arnment had been seething long
before the mutiny broke out. The
mutiny was the revolutionary cul-
mination of a situation which had
grown more and more intolerable
to the Greeks.

GREEK' WRITER

for May 13 tells how in August
of last year the Greek under-
ground organizations sent six re-
presentatives to Cairo to demand
a statement from the King that
he would not return to Greece.
They were “placed under house

gept strictly incommunicado, and
later sent back to Greece under
the most humiliating
stances. Censorship in Egypt be-
came 1ncreas1ngly ruthless, and
¢he British government joined
with the Greek royalist clique in
a campaign to defame the guer-
rillas.”

But the crisis grew.
ish authorities increased their
persecution of democratic officers
and soldiers. More than 4,000 had
already been sent to concentra-
tion camps and many more were
arrested daily. The impression
became prevalent in the army
chat the Alliss intended to get
rid of it because of its unwil-
iingness to support the king.
George 11 continued his intrigues
in London . . . The army’s de-
termination to end his machina-
tions took more and more con-
crete form . . . Hundreds of other
persons, not only army men but
civilians, were arrested . . . Peo-
ple disappeared without a war-
rant having been issued, without
any specific charge having been
brought against them; and with-
out notification to their families,
The Greek military headquarters
in Cairo were occupied by force.
The offices of the Greek govern-
ment were placed under British
supervision. The editor of the

-newspaper. Hellin. and the direc-.

tors of the Hellenic: League of
Liberation and of the Scamen’s
Association of Alexandria ' were
arrested.”

This was the atmosphere in
which the mutiny ripened. The
mutineers .formed more than 60%
of the Greek Awrmy abroad and
almost the entire navy. Yet ac-
cording to Churchill it was all a
conspiracy hatched by “subver-
sive movements,”

Churchill’s persistence in foist-
ing the reactionary monarchy on

the Greeks is part of the overall

policy of the Allies to create and
support such regimes for all Eu-.
ropean countries as dikes against
social revolution. The brute force
used to crush the mgvement
against the Greek monarchy is a
ioretaste of what the imperialists
will do whenever the masses in-
tervene with their own independ-
ent aims. .The Allied policy is
counter-revolutionary to the core.
The Allies seek to crush every
popular - movement which. cannot

‘be made to acquiesce in their re-

actionary schemes.

STALINIST \ﬁETRAYAL

The Greek Stalinists, in the be-
ginning, led and supported the
movement against the monarchy.
This was their way of gaining a
following among the masses. But
once the masses took to .the road
of revolutionary action against
the monarchy and its imperialist
backers, the Stalinists stabbed
them in-the back and joined hands
with the reaction. This is in line
with Stalin’s policy of blocking
and betraying every revolution-
ary movement which endangers
capitalism, for revolution any-
where threatens also to topple
the rotten Soviet bunsdaucracy
from power.

‘This policy. of perfidious be-
trayal was first fully unfolded in
Italy  where the Stalinists came
to the rescus of Badoglio and
the King against the revolution-
ary masses. Now it unfolds in
Greece. - Tomorrow
Yugoslavia,
Germany.

then France, ‘then
The first task to be
accomplished if Europe is to be
truly liberated and projecled
along the path of socialism,\is
the utter exposure of Stalinism.
Its influence must be destroyed,
its agents rooted out of every
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the same people who have extract- .
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Negro Struggle

) 18
— KARL MARX.

By Charles Jackson _________\

‘Mr. Rockefeller And His Negro Colleges

Radio listeners from ‘coast to+ wealthy conservatives.
structors most sure to rétain| .

coast had the dubious privilege a
couple of Fridays ago ‘of hearing
the eminent John D. Rockefeller
Jr. make an appeal for contribu-

, tions to the United Negro’' Col-
lege Fund of which he is national

chairman. The fund seeks $1,500,-
000 for the continued mainten-
ance of 27 small, private Negro
Colleges.

. As was to be ‘expected, some
Negroes are already shouting the:
praises of Mr. Rockefeller. They

ask: Afren’t Negroes denied en-.

trance to practically all white in-
stitutions of Thigher learning
in ‘the South and ‘to many

in the North? Under the circum-’

stances, don’t we mneed financial

support for our own colleges so:
that our boys will have a chance:
too?.

for - a higher -education
After-all, John D. Rockefeller,-Jr.

- and people of his class are openly
effort.
and money to assure the survival.

contributing their time,
of these colleges. Maybe these
big, bad capitalists that the Trot-'
skyists are alway talking :about

mean to be nice to us Negroes,
besn the!
build<up for Mr. Rockefeller in!
certain quarters since he launched.

after all. Such has

this drive.
The simple fact, however, is
this: Big business does not give

anything -away out of the good-’

ness of its heart. As a rule, its

representatives only expend their

money and energy when they are
assured of receiving a proportion-!
ate return in one form or ‘another
on their investment.

ROCKEFELLER’S
“PHILANTHROPY”

_ Buthow could such an apparently

sincere philanthropy as mainten--
ance 'of Negro colleges pay any
dividends to Mr. Rockefeller and
his friends ? Are we being a trifle
far-fetched ? Not by a long shot.
It is no coincidence that this and
other similar funds are largely
backed by certain wealthy indiv-
iduals and big corporations. This
class of people are altruistic, all

of their 'monopoly of this earth’s
natural resources and by the ex-
ploitation of human labor. This
state of affairs can continue only
so long as the present system of
economic anarchy obtains.

Here, then, is the key. These
colleges, as they are operated to-
day serve in an indirect marnner
as props for the system of capi-
talism — ‘that system whereby

- the Rockefellers and others have'

grabbed billions of dollars at-the

expense of the masses. Practically

all -of ‘these private colleges that

are to benefit from this fund are!

located in the South. Any Negro
from the South knows that any
institution that is allowed to .ex-
ist down there must abide by the
general practice of teaching
meekness and submission for the’
Negro. The ‘official policy of any
Negro “educational”
under those circumstances must
‘be pro-segregation, pro-white su-
premacy and ‘anti-militancy. Tt is;
because of this racial 'separatism,
and the resulting prejudices that
the wealthy landowners and in-.
dustrialists (usually badked by
Northern monéy), are .able to
keep the wages and living condi-
tions of the white and Negro
workers so low in ‘the South. In
this way ‘the ‘pro-segregation:
practice of these colleges is also
pro-capitalist.

“UNCLE TOMS”

The president of such a school
is usually either an “Uncle Tom”
Negro ior some worn-out white

i

missionary. The boards of direc-
. tors are made up¢of high -caste,

They are’

institution’

The in-:

their jobs from year to year are
those who are the most reaction-

‘ary.

For example, in the orientation
courses at Fisk University
Nashville, Tenn., you are taught'
to consider yourself :above the’
masses. This same practice is re-,

i ported at many ‘other small Negro

‘eolleges. You are 'given to under-
stand that those who are not for-
tunage -enough to be able to go]
te college -are mentally unable to'
solve their sociological problems.
Social distinctions based on skin
color and calculated to ‘create in-
tra-racial prejudices are ‘given
the official green light. Religion
is played up big. Capitalist gov-'
‘ernment practlces are rigidly de-
fended. -Struggles for complete

| vacial ‘equality are ridiculed ‘as

utopian, Jim Crowism in the edu-
cational system as well as -else-
where is sanctioned. Militant
methods of struggle are ridiculed
and discouraged. The discussion
of revolutionary socialism is’
strictly taboo. Whoever differs too"
vigorously with ‘this reactionary
‘policy Teaves himself open to ex-'
pulsion. What happens, then, is
that ‘the cream of Negro ‘vouth,
following the natural desire fo‘r»
further understanding and better:
‘opportunity, is ‘drained ‘into- the!
churn of these Negro. ‘colleges’
where, every milifant tendency
that could be of service in liber-
ating the Negro people is des-
‘troyed under the ihcessant pound-
ing of capitalist miseducation.
After this conditioning you are:
“prepared” to ‘go out ‘and be a
leader ©of your race.

SUPER-CYNIC

As expected, George Schuyler,
super-cynic for the conservative |
Pittsburgh Courier, tries to-make
believe that these schools are a
boon to the Negro race. ‘Criticiz-:
ing workers who according to him:
are “making more money than’
any time in ‘history,” for not help-!
ing Mr. Rockefeller out a little!
nore, he quotes ‘the well-known
late educator Kelly Miller:

“The Negto pays for what he-
for what he!
needs.” This slur reveals Schuy-
ler’s contempt for the masses, As
a matter of fact, it is your big:
shot educators, rather than the

.workers whom you will usually

find begging. Most of {hese edu-
cators have.been typical Uncle!
Toms from Booker T. Washing-
ton with his policy of train our:
‘hands not our heads down ‘to Pat-'
terson, President of Tuskegee In-
stitute, with his public sanction'
of separate Negro and white Air-
Forces to do battle for “‘demo-
cracy.”

Furthermore, why should we
have all-Negro colleges? - Even'
though there are probably no

‘white ‘applicants- (except occasion-:

al Jews who ‘are also widely dis-!
criminated ‘against in higher efu-
cation) still ‘the all-Negro policy
is just as obnoxious as that ofi
the many white universities which'

| bar Negro students. If Mr. Rock-

efeller is really interested in more'
equal ‘opportunities for the Negro
people why should he make this:

appeal for the salvation of ‘these:

27 Tittle Jim-Crow colleges? He:

should, instead, throw the weight|
of his influence and money behind:
a ‘campaign to stop the thousands |:
‘of other 'colleges from refusingi:
to admit a student because of his |
«olor. - As far as the masses are

concerned, capitalist subsidization .

jJof Jim-Crow colleges is a step!’
| with the wrong feot and in the:

wrong direction.
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rewster-

and the New York mass meeting to demand the freedom of the 18,
was ‘delivered by Mr. Gabriel De Angelis, Financial Secretary of
Brewster Local 365, UAW-CIO, and a member of the National
Committee of the Civil Rights Defense Committee, on June 1st over
~  station WEVD.]
: Free speech, civil liberties, la-
bor’s rights — cherished posses-
sions of the American people — -
have been placed in peril by the
convictions and imprisonment of
18 trade union and socialist lead-
ers in the famous Minneapolis
Labor ‘Case. This has been cor-
rectly characterized as the most
important «civil liberties issue of |
World War IIL /

e prosecution and convictions
N arose out of a long-standing ‘con-
- 'GABRIEL DE ANGELIS flict over questions of -trade ynion
democracy between Local 544 membership and Daniel J. Tobin,
President of the International Brotherhood of ‘Teamsters. This con-
flict came to a head when on June 9, 1941, at a regular member-
ship meeting, almost 4;000 members present decided by almost una-
nimous.vote to disaffiliste from ‘the AFL and join the ‘CIO.

Daniel Tobin wired the White House for help ‘to prevent this
change of union affiliation. ITmmediately after this followed the
indictments and arrests.

The indictments contained two ‘counts. Count 1, whlch charged
“overt acts” was so flimsy and fantastic, that it was thrown out
by the jury, during the five-weeks trial. Count 2 was drawn up un-
der the provisions of a new law passed in peacetime 1940 :and pop-
ularly known as the Smith “Gag” Act. Although this law has never
been tested for its constitutionality, 18 of the defendants were con-
victed and sentenced to federal prison terms,

The 'sponsor of the Smith “Gag” law is the same poll-tax Con-
gressman Howard W. Smith 'of Virginia who is leader of the anti-
labor bloc in ‘Congress and co-author of ‘the Smith-Connally act.
Smith and ‘his associates put through this law as a weapon ‘in their
reactionary campaign against the rights of labor,

Both the CIO and AFL. opposed its passage in Congress. The

| American Civil Liberties Union denounced it as a viclation:of the

Bill of Rights and declared the Smith Act “would become an instru-
ment of oppression -against unpopular minorities and organized la-

|bor.”. Worst ‘of all, the U. . Supreme Court, in an unprecedented
| action, three times refused to review this case, to test the constitu-

tionality of this -anti-labor law. ;

This prosecution is the most sweeping government attack upon
democratic and laber rights in many years. This law, which makes
the ‘expression of -opinion alone a federal crime, is in flagrant con- -

and free press\guara’nteed ander the Bill of Rights. In refusing to
hear this case, the Supreme Court has set an extremely dangerous
precedent which can now be used -against,other trade unionists and
minority groups,

That is why my umon Local 865 UAW-CIO, of which Mr. De
Lorenzo is President and I am Fmanmal Semetary, followmg the
mandate ‘of ‘our membership, are igiving full ‘moral \and financial
support to ‘this case.

A public Mass Meeting to protest these unjust 1mpmsonments
will be held Thursday, June 8, in the Crystal Ball Room of the Hotel
Diplomat at 108 West 43rd St. Prominent labor figures will discuss
the case and point out the menace of the Smith “Gag” law to the
whole organized labor movement. Among the speakers will be
Thomas De Lorenzo, President UAW-CIO Local 365, Samuel Wol-
chok, President, United Retail, Wholesale & Dept. Store Employees
of America~CIO, Roger Baldwin, Director, American Civil Liberties
Union, Norman Thomas, Socialist Party leader, Daniel Bell, As-
sociate Editor of The New Lieader, Albert Gates Editor, Labor Action.
George Baldanzi, Exccutive Vice-President of the Textile Workers

JUnion 'of America-CIO will be the Chairman of the meeting.

‘George Novack, National Secretary of ‘the Civil Rights Defense

'Committee, who has just returned from a three months coast-to-

coast tour covering all the principal cities in the country will give
an account of the tremendous labor-liberal response throughout the
country to this important case. The Civil Rights Defense Committee,
of which James T. Farrell, noted author, is Chairinan, and George -
Novack, National Secretary, is ‘conducting a national campaign to
free the 18 imprisoned union and socialist leaders, and to fight for
the repeal of the vicious Smith “Gag” Act: The national offices of
the Civil Rights Defense ‘Committee is at 160 Fifth Ave., N. Y.

I would like to urge everyone to ‘attend this important mass
meeting on June 8 at the Hotel Diplomat to hear these prominent
labor -and liberal figures ‘discuss the importance of the Minneapolis
Labor Case.

10 Years Ago
In The Militant

JUNE 9, 1934

: CAL‘IF“OR’NIA—In‘ twenty West Coast cities, striking workers of .

the AFL International Longshoremen’s Association were waging
a determined fight for the closed shop. In San Francisco and
‘Oakland, machinists and riggers in all major shipyards walked
out in support of the longshoremen. Strike leaders and militant
unionists went ‘over the heads 0f the reactionary AFL Interna-
tional bureaucrats afid made preparations to call a general strike
in support of their demands. In Oakland, the strike committee
initiated a ‘call for “formation of a General Waterfront Work-
ers Federation to include all unions on the waterfront and in
the marine industry,” The Militant reported.

1|'PITTSBURGH—Delegates from steel locals throughout the ‘coun- .

try met to formulate a course of action as the steel barons

moved to preserve the company-union set-up under the proteec-:

tion of Roosevelt’s NRA ‘(National Recovery Act) Codes. The .

steel workers’ organization, at this time still part of the AFL,

was under the treacherous leadership of Mike Tighe who feared
« strike action almost as much as the steel barons themselves.

\ TOLEDO-—Settlemient of the great Auto-Lite strike was announced

on June 5, with three substantial gains for the union as a result
of the militant struggle. First, the union was named in the
contract as bargaining agent for the workers, a victory of trem-
ehdous importance not only for Auto-Lite workers but for the
entire auto industry. Union recognition paved the way for the
elimination of company unionism throughout the ‘industr‘y.“Sec-
ond, there was to be no discrimination against strikers; and
although scabs remained on the company payroll, they were
designated as the first to be released in event of lay-offs. Third,
a b percent wage increase for all workers, was won with a
minimum of 5 percent above the NRA code minimums, so that
women workers gained as 'much as 17 percent increases in pay.

‘The union victory at Auto-Lite struck the first blow in the
organization of the ﬁmtomobﬂe mdustry and the ‘emergence

mf ithe gowerﬁul auto umbn.

nconditional Pardon Of

[The following radio ‘address on the Minneapolis Labor case @

|Tobin “Explains”

tradiction with the rights of the American people for free speech ‘

The Trotskylst Pos1t10n |

| mouthings of the hypocritical tiberals, the ‘treacheroug tabor skates,

-

eader

he 18 Demanded
In Radio ! peech

na 4 " £
His Frameup Role

Although Daniel J. Tobin, 'dic- |4
tator-president of the AFL Team-
ster’s -Union, succeeded in rees-
tablishing his stranglehold on the
Minneapolis - drivers and having
the Roosevelt government frame-
up and imprison the leaders of
Minneapolis Local 544-CI0O, he:
still -gets a cold chill when he.
thinks of how nearly his machine-’
rule was displaced. Every once
in ‘a- while he lets loose in +his;
personal organ, The International
Teamster, with another slander-
ous smear: against the Tr otskylsts
|.and the Lecal 544- CIO‘ leadelshlp

. Glacmg the. May issue of hls'
magazine is a choice piece of lit-
erary garbage -entitled: “Team-
ster’s Union Supports Russia —
‘Crushed Trotsky Move Aimed at’
Joseph Stalin.” In this, ithreell ¢
year’s after. the fact, Tobin rev-
eals ‘that - his. efforts: to destroy | 5
Local 544-CI0 and betray the|
Minneapolis teamsters were really
to ‘prevent the Trotskyists “from
functioning - and -collecting - ‘'sums
of moeney .. . to be used against,

Joseph Stahn ’

He also takes the occasion to'
inform  his .membership that
“some of those men . . . were aft-'
grwards found :guilty of embezzle-
ment-of the funds of the -organ-.
ization in Minneapolis,” a refer-.
ence obviously to his frameup’
against Kelly Postal, who was im-.
| prisoned for transferring {he
funds of the AFL union local, at
the direction of the membership
to Local 544-CIO.

"Tobin piously represents him.’
self as a defender of demomatlc

unionism, and winds up adv1smg
and warning his members against’
the ‘Trotskyists, who even in pri-
son worry him no end.

The issue of ‘the magazine it-
self is an example of Tebin’s “de-.
mocracy.” .No less than six ar-
ticles in the slim publication, 14’
out.of 24 pages, are ‘Products ‘of*
Tobin’s pen — he isn’t going to
.| let-anybody else talk in thesunion
inagazine he has appropriated to '
hlmself

Allied Plans |
For Europe

An Editorial

If Churchill made anything clear ‘beyond the possibility of a’
doubtin his May 24 speech before the House of Commons it is the -
type of regimes that the wctor s Anglo-American. coalition hopes
and intends to impose on Europe.: scardmg ‘the previcus shoddy
pretenses about the “democratlc” aims of the war, Churchill: came
out unequivocally in support of ‘military and police dietatorships. °
He spoke in glowing terms ¢f the Badoglio government in Italy;
he noted with satisfaction that a similar set- -up was being consoli-
dated for Greece, while still another was in process of preparation
for Yugoslavia. And as if to dispel any possible misunderstanding,

‘Churchill went out of his way to utter “kindly words” for butcher

Franco of Spain.

The public pronouncements of one of the two sponsors of the
Atlantic Charter thus doubly confirm the preview of Allied post-
war aims that has already been provided by the previous deeds of
Liondon and Washington (the Darlan deal, the rule of the Allied Mili-
tary GoVernment in North Africa, Sicily, Southern Italy, ete., ete.) |

When such reactlonary ‘governments are being desighed for
couhtries within the camp of the so-called “United Nations,” what

question can there be about the monstrous deéspotic rule in store

for a defeated Germany, if the “demogracies” have the say?

We Trotskyists have warned from the beginning precisely
against this development, Tn the resolution “On Perspectives and
Tasks of the Coming European Revolufion’ adopted at the Fifteenth
Anniversary Plenum of the Soc1ahst Workers Party last November
it is stated: :

“Roosevelt and Churchill understand that it is not in the cards
to establish stable ‘democratic’ capitalist governments in Europe
today. Given free scope, given their democratic rights, the Euro-

| pean working class will not require overly much time to ‘organize
i their revolutionary parties and to overthrow all of their cap1ta11st

oppressors. The choice, from the Roosevelt-Churchill point of view,

is a Franco-type g‘\ove“rnment or the specter of the socialist revolu-
tion.”

Events are verifying this forecast. 'This is the truth. The fine

the Stalinist finks stand revesled .as -deception and lies.

In the same resolution, we likewise warned against the counter- '
revolutionary role of the Kremlin:

“Stalin, exploiting the anhanced pres‘tlge of the Soviet Union
as a result of the Red Army victories, seeks to ‘gain control of the

popular movements in Europe in ‘order to use them for bargaining -

with the imperialists and, when nationalistic ‘considerations require, |
sell them out. The Stalinist bureaucracy is capable of any treach-
ery to socialism and the international proletariat.”

Today Stalin has already revealed his counter-revolutionary
hand in Italy and Greece. He is making clear that he is most anxious,
together with Roosevelt and Churchill, to act as the grave digger
of the European revolution and the guardian of the ‘status-quo.

It is not for nothing that Churchill lavished praise on Stalin in
his May 24 speech. The Kremlin’s sell-out of the Italian people and
the Italian revolution is now a matter of, common knowledge. Less
known is the identical course pursued by the Stalinists in Greece. |
An account of this sequel to the Badoglio deal is contained in Ralph
Graham’s article which appears in this issue. A similar deal is now
in preparation for Yugoslavia. Only the gullible will believe that
a different policy will be pursued by the Stalinists in relation to
France, and the rest of the European continent, above all Germany.

The Conspiracy

The conspiracy agamst the coming European revolution is not
a figment of our imagination. Tt is a ‘sinister reality. But the ecoun-
ter-revolutionary schemes #nd designs of Washington, London and
Moscow are only one aspect of ‘the European 'situation. There is an-
other side: the rising tide of révolution. The first stages of ‘the
independent revolutionary aection of the masses have -already -evi-
denced themselves .in Italy, Yugoslavia, Greece, and on the morrow
will surge through the whole of -continental Europe. The European |
revolution will sweep away like so much chaff all the crxmmal plans

; of Roosevelt C}nurc‘hxll and Stalin. et g

CIO such as- Louis

validity today.

Tiberty

(Continued from page 1)

ership of the CIO. In addition
to this sampling of opinion, a
number of lesser leaders of ‘the
Hollander,
president of the N. Y. State CIO
and Irving Abramsoh, president
of the New Jersey State CIO, as-
sailed the Bridges proposal. In’

|'this instance, the Stalinists have

again revealed that they are the

| vanguard of reaction within the

labor movement.

In-April. 1941, just a few ‘months
,before: Pearl Harbor, the CIO pub-
lished a pamphlet directed against
| the enemies of labor who at that
time were utilizing the pretext
of the ‘““National Defense Pro-
gram” to impose drastic curbs on
labor’s . right to strike. The
pamphlet was titled: The Right
to Strike — Keystone of Liberty.
It embodied the opinion of the
CIO, an opinion which has since
been “temporarily” abandoned by
the top leadership of that organ-
ization, but one which bears re-
peating as it retains all of its |
Setting forth a
Tundamental principle which the '

‘ofganized labor movement has;

fought for over.a long period of
years the opening section of the’
pamphlet states:

“The right to strike is basic:
to all workers’ rights and to 2ll -
in the: United States.
Without ‘this right, labor has no
real protection against Tow wages '

1 and living standards. Labor must

keep this right in ‘order to re-

.| main free, in order te keep and,

improve standards won over past .
years of struggle.

“The right "to -organize and bar-
gain collectively implies the iright:
to strike, since strike action is
the only -way organized work-
ers have of enforcmg collectlve

UTSE-CIOBacks
\Fight to Free 18

(Continued from page 1)’/

Bakery & Confectionery ‘Workers,

| c10, TLocal 30, Detroit, Mich.

Cooks, Pastry ‘Cooks whd As-
| sistants Local 44-AFL, San Fran-
| cisco, telegraphed Presxdent
Roosevelt, White House, Wash-
ington, D. C.: “Cooks Union Local
44 scomprised of 2500 ‘members!
-assembled in tregular meeting
April 27,1944 respectfully request,
that you pardon the -eighteen’

victims of the Smith ‘Gag Act’.” |

United Steelworkers of America’
Local 2601, Lackawanna, N. Y.

sent a contribution to the CRDC |}

and petitions signed by the mem-
bership of the union. ‘Wilfred
Baines, Recording Secretary
wrote:

the sympathy felt by the mem-
bership toward the 18 frameup

victims of the Minneapoliis Trial. |
We hope that this petition will |f

do some good in the ﬁght to free.
them.”

CONTRIBUTORS
-Among the reecent -contributors.

to the Civil Rights Defense Com- |}
mittee, which is conducting,a ha- |

tional cvampaign to free the 18’
prisohers in the Minnespolis La’
bor Case and to fight for the re-!
peal of -the  Smith “Gag” .
are UAW-CIO Local 212, Detroit,

“As Recording ‘Secretary |
of Local 2601 I wish to 'eXpress |

Bridges, Browder And Co.:
Permanent Strikebreakers

‘pen this conflict.

bargaining. Though collective
Jbargaining is guaranteed by the
National Labor Relations Act, em-
ployers often refuse to «obey the
laws of the U. 8. Strike action
is then the only way by which
they can be forced to recognize
uniong ‘and bargain collectively.
“The right to strike .. . is in-
herent in all free nations. Yet
today this American right is un-
der sharp and increasing attack,
in Congress, in the press, on the,
radio. Every day sees new prop-
osals to take away the right to
strike or to curb it so severely
that its value to workers would
be ‘destroyed.” ;
The workers have learned to
expect such proposals to “take
away the right to strike” from
the camp of the union-hating cor-
‘porations, their political agents in
the government, in the plutocrat-
ic' press and on the radio. The
Bridges proposal, hailed by the
Daily Worker as a masterpiece of
“labor statesmanship” places the
Stalinist finks squarely in the
camp of the enemy — a lesson
which the workers are rapidly
learning.” The proposal to sur--
render the right to strike “inde- °
finitely” is ‘the logical culmina-
tion of the :Stalinist policy of at-
tempting - to “company-unionize”
the trade unions by acting as the

‘agents of the employers in introd. '

ucing their piecework, speed- -up,
strikebreaking program into the
labor movement. .

The Stalinists have abandoned
all restraint in their plunge to
reaction. They are making an’
open bid to Big Business for re-

‘cognition as the most trustworthy
‘agents of the Wall Street plund-
erbund; ready to go to any ex-’

treme in keeping the labor move-
ment in subjection to the pirati-
cal ‘buccaneers who dominate
| Ametican ‘economic and political
| lite. In -doing o they have mot
hesitated even in coming into con-
flict with the conservative lead-
ership .of the CIO as they did

| when they endorsed Roosevelt's

forced labor proposal and later

| Joined the J. P. Morgan-Sewell

| Avery attempt to break the Mont-
gomery Ward strike,

The latest Bridges proposal, an
aftermath of the Stalinist strike-
breaking role in the Montgomery
‘Ward dispute, has served to shar-
The conflict
will brobably be dired at the com-
ing ‘hational meeting 0f the CIO
Execative Board.
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Boston CRDC
DINNER & MEETING
Wednesday, June 14
Speakers:

George Novack
National Secretary, CRDC

Prof. F. O- Matthiesen
Harvard University
Emily G. Balch

Founder Women’s Trade

Union League
Alfred Albert

] Counsel,‘ Mass. Civil Liberties
Union

/

Act, 1| .

UAW-CIO Lincoln Local 900, De- ||

Aroft, UAW-CIO Loval 686 Tiock-'

Me]rose Park _Ill.,,f'

port, N. Y., UAW:CIO Local 6§
Transpotta,mon‘; :

Dinner 75¢ - 7 P. M.
. Meeting 25¢ - 8:15 P. M.

Cimrles & Mount 'Vermm Sts.

Charles ‘St. Meeting House L
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To defend the USSR as
the main fortress of the
world proletariat, against
all assaults of world im-
perialism and of internal
counter-revolution, is the
most important duty of

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
~ of the trade unions. Special officers’
- training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to train workers to become
officers.

Trade union wages for all workerl
drafted into the army.

Full equality for Negroes in thef armed
forces and the war industries—Down
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.

A rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living.

Workers Defense Guards against vig-
ilante and fascist attacks.

An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

A Workers

ment.

‘4‘0

and Farmers Govem-

agamst imperialist attack.

The Liberal Party

The split in the N. Y. American Labor Party
has. become definitive with the launching of a
new political party, designated as the Liberal Par- -
ty, by the Dubinsky-Rose-Social Democratic clique.
The Hillman-Stalinist combination won control of
the ALP in an acrimonious primary fight distin-
guished by its lack of programmatic distinction
between the contending factions as well as by its
low political level and unprincipled scramble for
clique control. When the results of the primary'
became known the losing Social Democratic fac-
tion “took a walk” and decided to set up house
in an establishment of their own, free from the
taint of “communism.” Thus was the Liberal Par-
1y born!

The Liberal Party was c0nce1ved as a “fourth-
term” party. Its central purpose is to rally the

~“liberal and labor” vote in support of the re-elec-
tion of President Roosevelt. The adoption of a
wishy-washy program of'social reforms is not to

be taken seriously as its endorsement of Roosevelt -

is unconditional. The political. logic of such en-
_dorsement can only lead to acceptance of any pro-

gram written by the political bosses who control

the Democratic party—the program to which
Roosevelt, as head of that party, will be commit-
ted in the election campaign. The only reason for
the “independent” existence of the Liberal Party,
as stated by its founders, is to forestall the “dan-
ger” that the American Labor Party, tainted as it
is with Stalinism, will be unable to capture the
liberal and labor vote. The Liberal Party is rush-
ing into the breach to save New York State for
Roosevelt! - : ‘

The circle is completed! In the presidential cam-
paign of 1936, the present founders of the Liberal
Party, launched -the American Labor Party for
the express purpose of garnering the labor vote

- for Roosevelt. The two major parties had become
' so discredited that the labor lackeys rushed in to
rally the workers to the support of Roosevelt un-
der the banner of the ALP for fear that Tammany
Hall, the graft and racket-ridden organization
thch controls the Democratic Party in New York,
lacked sufficient appeal to attract liberal and labor
votes. Since then, with the one exception when the
ALP was literally forced to run an' independent
¢ candldate the labor bureaucrats in control of the

every class-conscioul

The defense of the Soviet Unlon'

with the corrupt polltlcal machines dominated by

~ the Democratic and Republican bosses. The only

discernible difference, after eight years in which
Dubinsky and other labor fakers did. everything
possible to discredit the very ided of independent
labor political action, is that they have now drop-
ped the word “labor” from the name of their par-
ty' IR RN e

“ =_n ) ]
CIO Political Action

In the short period of its work, the CIO Poli-
tical Action Committee is acknowledged to have
beeh largely instrumental in the defeat of several -
of the vicious reactionaries in Congress, such as
Starnes, representdtive from Alabama and a for-
mer member of the Dies Committee, Costello, rep-
resentative from California and the retirement
from public life of the notorious Dles, representa-
‘tive from Texas,

This ability to organize the working class vote
and defeat a few of the notorious labor foes in Con-
gress simply demonstrates that the working man
and woman. is eager to participate in politics, 1is
anxious for independent labor political action, is
more than ready to participate in the bu:ldmg of
an independent party of labor.

Unfortunately for labor, the PAC achievements
are wholly negative. True, a few anti-labor dema-
gogues have been defeated. But in favor of whom?
Who were the men elected, on what program were

" they elected and whose interests-do they serve?

In the case of Texas and Alabama, the defeated
Congressmen were replaced by two other poll-
taxers. And even for.these “victorjes”

of the Democratic Party—the “lily white” party
that represents the Southern bourbons and their
interests.

Despite the fact that Hlllman and Murray haye
decreed that the PAC must operate within the con-
fines of the two—party system the plutocrats are
‘alarmed at the increasing aggressiveness of the
movement, its mounting demands for more con-

" cessions and ‘répresentation for labor, the unmis-

takable surge of the workers toward independent
labor political action. They fear that the labor

bureaucrats will not be able to restrain the move- -

ment within the arbitrary limits imposed and once
it breaks through these restrictions, the movement
will achieve a sweep that'will end the political
monopoly which Big Business exercises through

its control of the Democratic and Republican par--

ties.
If the CIO Political Action Committee, under
. the supet-respectable, pro-capitalist leadership of
the Murrays and Hillmans has put such fear and
consternation into the hearts of the capitalists, one
can easily appreciate. that. the orgamzatlon of a
genuine independent labor party, running its own
candidates on a militant, constructive program
would put an end to labot’s retreat, would halt the
onslaught of reaction and begin the forward march
toward a new society of peace, freedom and pros-
‘perity. o gl
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U. S. Supreme Court

On May 15 the United States Supreme Court de-
cided to review the case of 24 former officials of
the German -American Bund, who, together with
their national head, Gerhard William Kunze, had
been convicted in a New York federal court for
“conspiring to advise evasion and resistance to the
Selective Service Act.”” This readiness of the su-
preme judicial body to safeguard the “constitu-
‘tional rights” of avowed fascists stands in glaring
contrast to its arbitrary and unprecedented refusal
to review the case of the 18 Trotskylst class-war
prisoners. p

Three times the Supreme Court refused to re-
view the famous Minneapolis case in which the
convictions had been obtained under the 1940

 Smith “Gag” Act, the constitutionality of which

has been universally challenged. The Minneapo-
lis case was the first instance under which this law,
sponsored by poll-taxer Representative Howard W.
Smith, had been invoked. Moreover, this law was
the first peace-time measure since the infamous
Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798 that made mere
advocacy of ideas a federal crime. If ever there
swere weighty legal grounds for review, it was in
‘the Minneapolis case. But the same' judges who
now so readily accept routine reasons for review-
ing the conviction. of 24 Bundists, have thrice
spurned out of hand the appeal in the case of the
uncorruptible anti-fascist fighters.

The explanation for this brazen inconsistency
.in the conduct of the Supreme Court is to be found
not in the:intricacies of legalistic procedure but in

the role of the courts as instruments of class jus-

tice. Fascists, whether of foreign or domestic vari-
ety, are the most rabid enemies of labor and the
staunchest supporters of the capitalist system, and .
as such they are as a rule granted every considera-
tion by capitalist authorities and " tribunals. On
the other hand, the opponents of capitalist greed
and exploitation, the most unwavering fighters for
socialism and labor’s rights — above all, the Trot-
skyists — get short shrift from all the agencies of
Big Business, including the courts.

To obtain even a semblance of justice under ca-
pitalism the organized labor movement must ex--
ercise utmost vigilance, and react vigorously to the
slightest incursion on or violation .of the workers’
democratic rights. The Smith “Gag” Act is a vicious

‘reactionary law. The railroading of the 18 under

this law is a most sinister precedent. That is why
it-is the duty of every union militant and of the
trade union movement as a whole to fight for the
unconditienal pardon of the 18 and for the imme-

diate abtogatlon of the Smith “Gag” Law.

. .it was nec-
essary for the PAC to participate in the primaries.

| Street imperialism and s

. | Puerto Rican C. P.

| long.

(Contmued from page 1)

London Workers’ Committee; Ted
Grant, Revolutionary Communist

|Party; M. Kavanagh, Freedom
Press; G. Pittodk-Buss, Bob
Turner, Arthur Ballard, D.

Beech, D. Ballantine.

Resolutions from local uniens
and district union councils,
protesting the arrest of the four
Trotskyists and condemning
Minister of Labor Bevin for
using the Trade Disputes Act
against them are ‘pouring into

defense committee. Among them
is a resolution by the Trade
Council at Slough, which calls
upon the Trades Union Congress
to initiate a national campaign
for the repeal of the Trade
Disputes Act and warning the
Churchill-Bevin clique against
further encroachments on the
rights of the workers.

The Slough Engineering Trades
Union passed a similar resolu-
tion, as also did the Methyr Vale
Lodge, largest miners’ lodge in
South Wales. The Thornton
Heath (London) branch of the
Amalgamated Engineering Union,
passed a similar resolution and
donated five pounds towards the
defense of the four. The Edmon-
ton Trades Council sent one pound
to the defense committee. The
Glasgow District Committee: of
the Amalgamated ~Engineering
Union condemned the ~arrest of
the four.

This is only the beginning. The
British labor movement is
thoroughly aroused. When the
four stand trial they will have
the sympathy and backing of
Britain’s militant working-class

‘| which has clearly shown its in-

tention to resist the reactionary
attack of the British capitalists
and their government

STALINIST FINKS

Sensing the militancy “of the
workers, observing the wide sup-
port which is being marshalled
behind: the persecuted Trotsky-
ists, and because of the alarm

| and fear within their own ranks,

the leaders of the British Stalin-
ists have been compelled to offer
an oblique, sham opposition to
the new Defense Regulation 1-A
(a), an extension of the Trade
Disputes Act under-.which the
Trotskyists are being persecuted.
This regulation makes all strikes
on “essential work” illegal and
provides penalties for “inciters”
of such strikes of five years im-
prisonment and or a fine of 500
pounds. It was promulgated by
Labor Minister Bevin.

The Stalinists, through Lawyer
D. N. Pritt, M.P.—who distin-
guished himself by defending
Stalin’s bloody purges only a few
years ago—declared that the new
regulation was “unnecessary”’
inasmuch as there-already existed
laws adequate for dealing -with
the Trotskyists. Speaking in the
House .of Commons, he urged the

PUERTO RICO

The Communist Party of Puerto
Rico, following -the example of
the Stalinists in this country, has
dissolved itself as a party, and
according to its resolution as re-
ported in the Daily Worker, will
“promote the idea of creating an
organization of a non-party char-
acter, which will be able to adopt
Marxism as a guide to raise the
political, cultural and civie level
of the workers and*all the people
of Puerto Rico.”

Puerto Rico is a colonygof Wall
ce the
American Stalinists have now
made their. peace with Wall
Street, the dissolution of the
is a logical,
consistent step.. While Browder
and Company serve the big capi-
talist exploiters in this country,
the Puerto Rican Stalinists will
serve the same crew in the little
Caribbean colony.. To be sure,

lip service to Marxism in order
to fool their followers, just as
Browder and Company do here.
But the terribly exploited Puerto
Ricans will not be fooled for
Wall Street oppression is
for them a very close reality.
They will build a new revolution-
ary party to continue the strug-
gle for freedom and independence
which the Stalinists have so
shamelessly deserted.

"COSTA RICA

Although nominally an inde-
pendent country, the small Carib-|
bean island of Costa Rica is nev-
ertheless very much under the heel
of Wall Strest. Here the Com-
munist Party was dissolved last
year into the Vanguardia Popular
Party. The mnewiy-camouflaged
Stalinist traitors then proceeded
to court the Catholic Church,

which is one of the big powers

in the island.

the London headquarters of the|

govemment to cut off paper sup-
plies to the Trotskyists and thus
prevent them from publishing
their organ, the Socialist Appeal.
SLANDER CAMPAIGN

This action of the Stalinists is
particularly foul in view of the
fact that they were themselves,
aot long ago, the intanded victims
of such a"step when the govern-
ment sought to suppress the

ROY
TEARSE

ANN
KEEN

' HEATON
LEE

British Daily Worker by denying
it supplies of rationed newsprint.
The. Trotskyists, although out-
right opponents of the Stalinist
traitors to the working-class,
were to the fore in- defending the
right of the Stalinists to publish
their paper, seeing in the govern-.
ment attempt a reactionary stab
directed ‘against the entire labor
movement.

The Stalinist traitors are now
leading the campaign of slander
against the arrested Trotskyists,
but the campaign is beginning. to
boomerang. On one occasion the
London Daily Worker carried a
statement by J. R. Campbell one
of the Stalinist lzaders, in which
he sought to smear and defame
one of the Trotskyist prisoners,
Roy.- Tearse, who had been em-
ployed in ong the machine-shops
of the  De Havilland aircraft
plant. <

Tearse’s shop mates promptly
took up the challenge in a letter
to- the Daily Worker w hich the
Stalinist rag. did not print but
which was . published in the
Socialist Appeal. It read:

FIRST TIME

“We, the undersigned, protest
against the statement made by
J. R. Campbell in the Daily
Worker that Roy Tearse was a
second-rate shop steward, but on
the- contrary have always found
that he did his best ito ‘defend
his fellow workers against the
bosses. Although there ' were
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Inew party, but according to a re-

the Puerto Rican Stalinists pay '

that is raging in Indian minds
and hearts, Indians find Gandhi’s
ideas too temperate and his meth-
ods too slow.”

plenty of reasons for taking ac-

: \
refused to give approval to the

cent report in the Daily Worker
the church has withdrawn its op-
position upon express orders from
the Vatican and the arcHbishop
has writtén to Manuel Mora, Stal-
inist leader of Vanguardia Pop-
ular, stating that “those Cath-
olics who so desire may become
members of the new, organiza-
tion.” Papal approval of any or-
ganization means but one #thing:
that the organization has become
“safe” and “respectable,” a de-
fendsr of the system of capitalist
exploitation, an enemy of the true
interests of the masses: The Costa
Ricans will soon find this out for/
themselves,

INDIA

Louis Fischer, an ardent sup-
porter of the imperialist war, is
disturbed by the leftward trend
among millions of the fearfully-
oppressed victims of British rule
in India. He visited the country
in the summer of 1942 and has
been following events there since.
In the latest issue of Common
Sense, he writes:

“The tendency in India today
is towards extremism -and away
from Gandhi’s non-violence and
Nehru's reasonableness. Bose, the
prophet of violence, will affect
India’s political thinking even if
he never gets much further than
the Burma border. There is no
doubt that Gandhi’s influence has
waned since he went to jail on
August 9, 1942. In the storm

Subhas Chandra Bose (the
“prophet of violence”) is a form-
er chairman of India’s Congress
Party who went over to the Jap-
anese imperialists. He has es-
tablished a “Provisional Govern-

Workers Back Defense
Of Bnt'sh Trotskyists

tion, Tearse was

‘agitator’ for strikes.”
The prosecution of the four
Trotskyists —under the Trade
Disputes Act is ‘the first time
this law has been used since it

never an

after the great British general
strike of 1926. It was enactad for
the avowed purpose of hamstring-
ing the 'labor .movement and
preventing another su¢h strike
ruption as that of 1926, The new
Bevin Defense Regulation 1-AA
is aimed at the moment at the
revolutionary vanguard of the
workers, the Trotskyists, but the
masses of workers understand its
reactionary implications for the|
labor movement as a whole. The

"|defense of the persecuted Trotsky-

ists thus becomes joined with, and

1part and parcel of, the great

workers campaign ‘against all
the reactionary anti-labor legisla-.
tion by means of - which the
British capitalists seek to hold
the workers in check.

In the debate on the new

5| Regulation in the House of Cor‘n

mons, Neil McLean, Labor M.P.
for Govan, addressed the govern-

1 { ment benches to declare: “All you

need do now is to put into the
Regulation authority for a judge
to transport people overseas to
penal - settlem=nts and we shall
be back to the days of the
Tolpuddle martyrs. The Minister |
of Labor (Bevin) is one of those
who took part in a demonstra-
tion to celsbrate the place of the
Tolpuddle marty¥s in trade union
history, but he is now taking part
in throwing back the trade union
movement.”

TORY TOOL

of Labor in the Tory government
of Winston Churchill, is today the
chosen instrument of the British
capitalists for spearheading the
attack on the growingly militant
working-class. At the commence-
ment of the present “war for
democracy” Bevin wrote an
article in the British Record and
made speeches around the coun-
try, warning British trade union-
ists that the “appetite for com-
pulsion” was growing and - that
unless they were vigilant the
“shackles of a great tyranny”
would be riveted on them. The
warning proved true and attempts
are being made to fasten these
shackles on the British workers
—by Bevin himself! When Bevin
issued the *warning, he. was
speaking as leader of the great
British Transport and General
Workers_ Union. He had not then
become Minister of Labor in His
Majesty’s Tory government. To-
day he speaks openly as a tool
of the British capitalists, enemy
of the workers. Every class-
conscious worker will ponder this
evolution of a tame labor faker
who decries the class struggle,
his transformation from a trade
union leader into an avowed
servant of capitalism.

International Notes

has mustered an army composed
of Indian soldiers taken prisoner
by the Japanese 'in Malaya and
Hongkong and Burma. He directs
regular radio broadecasts to India,
urging his fellow:countrymen to
throw off the British yoke.
According to Fischer, Bose’s
propaganda is making consider-
able headway because’ more and
more Indians are becoming con-
vinced that the British imperial-
ists will never peacsfully relin-
quish their hold over India. They
took note of Churchill’s statement
that he “did not become the
King’s first minister in order to
preside over the liquidation of the
British Empire.”” They' have
noted, too, that the British labor
fakers, as late as April 20, 1944,
backed Churchill’'s policy when
Arthur Greenwood and Emma-
nuel Shinwell stressed before the
House of Commons “the resolve
of the British people (read Brit-
ish imperialists) to keep the em-
pire together after the war.”
“So it is obvious,” writes Fis-
cher, “that India will not be given }
freedom.” Of course, India will

perialists, whether British or Jap-
anese. The Indian masses will win
freedom not by backing one group
of imperialists against another,
but only in struggle against all
the imperialists.
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ment of India” in Singapore and

vas placed on the statute books |

" Bevin, His Majesty’s Minister

not be given {reedom by the im- |.
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Goncentration Gamps for
Workers in Aleutians

Charges that American union men work under con-
ditions of forced labor on the Aleutian Islands and
are confined in Army concentration camps if they
attempt to quit their jobs, are reported in the May
18 104 Reporter, organ of the AFL ‘Boilermakers
Seattle Local 104, which describes the personal ex-
periences of its returning members.

~  “Quitting a job on the Islands automatlcal y means
that a worker will spend an indefinite length of time
in a ‘stockade’ until the army grants him a release
to leave. The afmy informed them this was due to
lack of transportation facilities. But mformatxon re-
ceived here shows the stockade also is used as a
means of punlshmg men who leave their work on
the islands.”

Workers have been confined for as long as 60 days
in a stockade before their release. One of the stock-
ades was separated by barbed wire from the rest
of the town.

104 Reporter claims that when the men applied for

the. Aleutian jobs, they were told they could quit
whenever they desired, provided they paid their own

. boat fares back home. “But when they got to Alaska,
they found the picture had,changed somewhat.”

"~ One Local 104 member declared: “They deliberately
use the threat of the stockade to keep men from quit-
ting. And it works. There are plenty of men who
keep on working for one reason only and that is the
fear of the long days they must spend in that prison.”

The paper reports that many of the returning
workers speke of the “arbitrary procedure, . . and
irksome conditions imposed by the army,” although

.they were employed by private contractors. Other
unions, including the hoisting engineers and aute
mechanics, have reported similar treatment of their
members in Alaska and have already made formal

- protests, threatening to discontinue dispatching their
members tao Alaska if conditions are not changed for
the better.

Bankhead Amendment to
Boost Clothing Prices

The Senate Banking and Currency Committee has
approved the Bankhead Amendment to the Price Con-
trol Act, which, if approved by Congress, will add
“$225,000,000 to $350,000,000 to U. S. A. cqn;sumers
annual bill for clothing and other textile products,”
according to Associate General Counsel Henry M.
Harte of the OPA.

Textile manufacturers, 'who have 1n01eased their
profits “only” ten times over the pre-war level, are
behind the Bankhead Amendment. It is estimated
this legislation would enable the textile capitalists
"to notch their profits up to 16 times the “normal”
amount they were able to gl ab in the years of 1936-
1939, :

Under the‘proposed amendment the present OPA

method of fixing “reasongble” profits would be wiped
out, Instead of the current over-all industry basis
for fixing, prices, .the OPA would be required to es-
tab’ish price ceilings on cotton items separately for
manufacturers, jobbers, wholesalers and retailers. The
top-costs and ‘“‘reasonable” profit margin for each

group would be added in to determine the final “fair”.

price. The highest-cost producers would be used as
the yardstick, and those who produce more efficiently
and cheaply would be permitted to charge the top
prices of the costliest producers.

~ This move of the Cotton and Textile Lobby is re=
garded as the opening phase of a general offensive
to smash even the present feeble price controls now
maintained by the OPA..If it is successful, every other
industry -will then begin a clamor for “preferential
consideration” on priee ceilings.

It seems there are two types of bills whlch will
always win quick and favorable action from Con-
gressional committees: 1) to put the squeeze on the
workers, and 2) to guarantee bigger profits and pri-
vileges for the capitalists. ‘ ;

: Trying to Get Out from

Under the Poll Tax Issue

Congressmen and Senators of a'l political stripes
have come to regard the perrenial poll-tax issue like
-a case of the seven years itch. Each year in the Sen-
ate there is a regular session of wriggling and scratch-
ing, but nothing is done to affect a permanent cure,
like abolishing the poll tax which in eight southern
states keeps 10,000,000 whites and Negloes dlsi‘ranchq
ised,

Apparently tired *of making a public spectacle of
themselves each year by their fantastic performance,
Republican and Democratic Congr essional forces have
organized a movement which they hope will relieve
Congress entirely of the responsibility for even dis-
cussing the embarrassing poll-tax issue, while at the
same time ensuring the poll-tax system a long lease on
life for the benefit of the “white supremacy” overs
lords of the South.

- Launched by the Republicans, and flndlng support
among such pillars of the Wall Street press as the
N. Y. Times, a move is now afoot to divert the poll-
tax question from the Congressional arena into the
48 state legislatures, through a proposed Constitu-
tional amendment to abolish the poll-tax in federal
elections.

The sponsors of the proposal assured themselves
in advance that such an amendment would never be
passed by the required three-fourths of the states.
Thirteen Southern states alone are sufficient to block
passage of the amendment indefinitely.

After a 20-years sojourn through the mazes of the
48, state legislatures, the child labor Amendment has
still not been ,adopted. This gives an intimation of
what would happen to the anti-poll tax law if it is

sEver made the subject of state actions.

Even the poll-taxers themselves might not be
averse to getting behind such a proposal. It would
save them a lot of breath in the Senate. It might
‘even secure them: the reputation of being really

. “democratic” at heart. It would forestall any further

annoyance and frayed tempers among. otherwise cone
genial Congressional pohtlcos. And it would effectlve-
1 bury the poll ta‘
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