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UAW

President

Supports Fight
~ To Free The 18

Thomas Letter States Reasons Why Labor
Should Back the Imprisoned Trotskyists

R. J. Thomas, President of the CIO United Automobile
Workers, largest international union in the country, has declared
his support for the 18 imprisoned Socialist Workers Party and
Minneapolis Truckdrivers Local 544-ClO leaders convicted under

the infamous Smith “Gag” Act.

Thomas, whose international represents over one million
members, stated his position in a letter addressed to W. G. Grant,

President of Ford Local 600,
and read before the local’s Gen-
eral Council meeting on July
9. It answered a Local 600 in-

- quiry concerning the attitude of

the UAW and CIO on the Min-
neapolis Labor Case by stating:

“I am of the opinion that these
people should be supported for
two reasons: first, the National
CIO takes that position; and
second, they were undoubtedly
sent to prison under a law with
which we cannot possibly agree.
That does not mean that we agree

" with the policies of these particu-

lar individuals, but the case itself
involves a serious threat to labor
generally in the state of Min-
nesota.”

Thomas’ statement followed the
action of the Resolutions Com-
mittee at the recent Michigan CIO
Lonvention, representing 800,000
organized workers, which by a 6
to 1 vote endorsed a resolution in
support of'the 18 and has recom-
mended its adoption by the in-
coming staté executive board.

These expressions of support
lend additional weight to the
growing labor and liberal forces,
now numbering close to 300 union,
Negro, fraternal and civil rights
organizations with over 2,000,000
members, which have given their
‘moral ‘and material ‘aid to the
Civil Rights Defense Committee’s
campaign to free the 18,

URGE PARDON

These resolutions, along with
petitions bearing over 11,000 in-
dividual signatures and hundreds
of letters from labor and liberal
Jeaders, will be presented to the
Presidential Pardon Authority in
Washington during the first week
of August by a CRDC-sponsored
commnittee of nationally prominent
union and civil rights spokesmen.
This committee will urge Presi-
dent Roosevelt to grant an un-
conditional pardon to the 18
victims of the outstanding viola-

Allies Reveal Plan
For Strangling the

Easily Satisfied

Winstm{ Churchill is a modest
imperialist . with modest ap-
petites. Addressing Canadian
airmen in Normandy this
weelk, he said: “We have
fought for honor and we seek
no reward. We seek no terri-
tory, we desire no oil fields,
we seek nothing that is not our
own. But what is our own in
the Commonwealth, that we
don’t want any other people to
express an opinion about. That
we will firmly retain.”

The British Empire and
Commonwealth only embraces
an area of 13,707,084 square

|
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miles and a population of
557,080,150—more than one-
quarter of the land surface of
the earth and more than one-
quarter of its inhabitants.
Modest Churchill!!

German Revolt
By Ralph Graham

With wide fissures opening
in the Nazi regime, presaging
its - downfall, the imperialist
bandits of the Allied “democ-
racies” are making ready to put
into 'operation their nefarious
plans for strangling the working
class revolution which they are
now certain is going to follow.

Just as they sought to destroy
the great Bolshevik Revolution
which arose in Russia from the
carnage of World War I, so today
they stand ready to sink their
bloody talons into a revolutionary
socialist Germany.

CHURCHILL’'S ROLE

Churchill was the principal
plotter against the workers’ Sov-

tion of civil liberties during
World War II. i
The flow of supporting resolu-
tions and financial contributions
from union and other labor.bodies
is increasing every week. Last
week alone, resolutions and con-
tributions were received from the
following wunions and" labor
“fraternal’ bodies: ™ e s,
UAW-CIO Local 142, Dearborn,
Mich.; UAW-CIO Local 3, Ham-
tramck, Mich.; Dairy, Bakery,
Cereal and Food Workers Division
(20 locals); CIO United Retail,
Wholesale and Department Store
Employees, Detroit, Mich.; St.
Louis Joint Council, URWDSEA;
CIO Textile Workars Local 139,
Trenton, N. J.; CIO Textile Work-
ers Local 140, Maynard, Mass.;
AFL Machinists Local 68, San
Francisco; AFL Food Packers
Local 124, New York City; Sheep
Shearers Union Local 1, Butte,
Mont. The Jewish Labor Commit-

(Continued on page 2)

iet Republic which emerged from
the Bolshevik Revolution. He was
to the fore in inspiring, encour-
aging and financing the White
Guard counter-revolution and. in
organizing the inter-Allied mili-
tary intervention. Among his im-
DPerialist co-conspirators was
Woodrow Wilson, who preached
the “right of self-determination of

‘throw the Bolshevik - regime
which had been freely chosen by
the workers and peasants of Rus-
sia. It was Wilson who sent
American troops to Archangel
and to Vladivostok to ‘cooperate
with. the White Guard rabble in
their attempts to drown the Rus-
sian Revolution in its own blood.

Once again, after the lapse of
a quarter of a century, Churchill
occupies the center of the counter-
revolutionary stage, with plans
for smashing the German social-
ist revolution., His leading fel-
low-conspirator this time is an-
other “great Democrat” — Frank-

(Continued on page 5)

How Workers Can Fight
Peril Of Unemployment

By R. Bell

Estimates of the number of unemployed by the end of this
year vary from two to four million. The latter figure is given by
the AFL economist, Boris Shiskin, who contends it is based on
“known factors” in the production program. Shiskin declared that
‘the estimate of four million unemployed by the end of 1944 was
“conservative,” and is based on the assumption that the war

against Germany and Japan is s
military collapse of Germany it

is conceded there would be a
sharp drop in production of 30
to 50 per cent with a catastroph-
ic decline in employment.

CAUSES OF UNEMPLOYMENT

The causes of the steady dec-
line in employment in the midst
of a global war, in which indus-
trial production plays a decisive
role, is twofold. First, war prod-
‘uction cutbacks and contract ter-
minations are dictated by the
armed forces, without regard for
the needs of the worksrs who are
summarily dismissed, and without
any provision for reconversion to
civilian production. Second, and
of more lasting effect, is the “ra-
tionalization” of production: that
is, the introduction of labor sav-
ing devices, the construction of
more efficient plant and equip-
ment, the spezdup, all of which
has increased enormously the pro-
ductivity of labor. Less workers
are producing more material
than ever before.

The productive capacity of

American industry has expanded|

so prodigiously that for the first

time in history capitalism is, un-
"able to provide full employment
" in the midst of a world-wide war,

in which a potential labor force
of over ten million is in the armed
forces. The growth of unemploy-

N

till going on. In the event of a

ment is accompanied by a reduc-
tion in wages for those employed.
Those made jobless by cutbacks
are forced into taking lower paid
jobs in other departments or in
other plants. In a survey con-
ducted by the N. Y. Post it was
found that such changes in em-
ployment result in “a pay cut of
about $20 a week.” “Many of
these industrial expendables,”
says the Post, “have refused at
first to work for lower pay, but
they are being forced into new
war jobs by the strict War Man-
power Commission job-control
which went into effect July 1.”
With such pay cuts imposed on
the workers through the medium
of the Roosevelt-McNutt forced
labor plan, the gradual elimina-
tion of overtime with its premium
pay together with a shortening of
the work week has resulted in a
general drop in ‘“take home
wages.” ' This decline in “take
hom= wages” in the face of a con-
stantly rising cost of living and
higher taxes means a lowering of
the worker’s standard of living.
While corporation profits soar to
higher levels, wages remain froz-
en under the Little Steel formula.
To close the widening gap be-
tween frozen wages and the rising
cost of living labor must fight un-
der the slogan of: arising scale of

O}

wages to meet the rising cost of
living — an “Escalator Clause” in
every union contract should prov-
ide for an increase in wages for
every corresponding increase in
the cost of living. But this is
just one aspect of the largei prob-
lem indicated above.

WORKERS CONTROL

With a relatively full utiliza-
tion of America’s gigantic capa-
city to produce it is possible to
create an economy of abundance
for all. But, full employment is
impossible under a system in
which the main concern is profit.
To ensure the utilization of Amer-
ica’s productive capacity labor
must advance the slogan of: Na-
tionalization of industry under
workars control. Against the pro-
gram of Big Business of produ-
cing solely for profit; of shutting
down plants and junking produc-
tive equipment; of lowering
wages; of curtailing -production
and creating a permanent army
of unemployed pariahs, labor
must counterpose its own pro-
gram of full production and em-
ployment.

With  industry nationalized
under workers control the slack
in unemployment, (which it is
estimated will reach the. figure
of 20 million in the “post-war”
period if “free enterprise” pre-
vails), can be taken up by a
reduction in hours with no reduc-
tion in pay. The increase in the
productivity of labor makes it
possible to meet the needs of the
people, to raise the standard of

- (Continued on page 2)
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He'll Finish Them Both

s

“Roosevelt, as he himself sta-
ted in his nomination accept-
ance speech, stands “‘on the rec-
ord.” That record shows that
Roosevelt in his foreign policy
has consistently advanced Wall
Street’s fundamental. program
of world domination. Under his
regime at home, Big Business,
‘through its control of the war
production program, has im-
measurably strengthened it s
monopoly grip on America’s
productive " facilities and re-
sources. It has piled up unpre-
cedented war profit$*and thrust
its hands into a grab-bag con-
taining billions worth of gov-
ernment-financed plants a n d
land developments. It has fast-

ened such government shackles.

on labor as compulsory arbitra-
tion, wage freezing, forced labor
decrees, anti-strike legislation,
extortionate taxes.

DEMAND GUARANTEES

While Big Business takes due
account of past favors, it is never
guided by considerations of grat-
itude. The plutocrats demanded
additional guarantees for the fu-
ture. They secured them from
Roosevelt and his party bosses at
the Democratic Convention, just
as they had previously obtained
them from Republicans.

Those assurances were given
not only in terms of the platform,
a deliberately vague and ambig-
uous statement of aims and ac-
complishments calculated largely
to conceal rather than reveal the
true purposes of Roosevelt and
his party. They were positively
asserted in the major conflicts
of the convention, especially in
the contest for the vice-president-
ial nomination, through which
Roosevelt performed funeral rites
over the long-dead New Deal, and
affirmed his alignment with the
most reactionary forces in the
Democratic Party.

Roosevelt deliberately Xknifed
the renomination chances of Vice-
President Wallace, his most. loyal
choir boy and assiduous purveyor
of liberal demagogy, thereby giv-
ing public notice that henceforth
his course will continue to. the
right. With cold contempt, he
gave the back of his hand to the
CIO Ilabor flunkies, Wallace's
most clamorous supporters, who
constitute Roosevelt’s captive ret-
inye. .

In reality, the choice of Tru-

man or Wallace as Roosevelt’s

Blessed and backed by a powerful section of
Franklin D. Roosevelt was renominated virtu ally automatically last week as the Democratic
Party’s 1944 presidential candidate. His platform, which reveals throughout his personal im-
print, contains but one tangible plank — a pledge to prosecute to successful conclusion Wall
Street’s war for world domination, and to im pose a conqueror’s “peace by force.”

Democratic Party Convention
Furthers Big Business Aims

By Art Preis..

T

running mate could in no wise
affect the basic course and poli-
cies of the Roosevelt administra-
tion. That course is determined
by the fundamental world aims
of American capitalism, which
Roosevelt has consistently pur-
sued. The significance of the con-
flict over the vice-presidential
nominee at the convention lies in
its symptomatic character. It re-
vealed Roosevelt’s contempt for
his servile supporters among the
union bureaucracy, whom he
knows he can count on, no matter
how many blows he delivers to
labor. '

BOSSES AND CIO

Sidney Hillman, Philip Murray
and the other ‘labor statesmen”
of the CIO Political Action Com-
mittee chose to assert themselves
at the convention by a demon-
strative campaign for the re-
nomination of Wallace. Their

(Continued on page 4)

Fall of Tojo Gov't

Shows Sharpening
Of Crisis in Japan

‘ By,Li Fu-Jen

Japan’s imperialist ruling
class is moving at an acceler-
ated pace toward the abyss of
social” revolution. The collapse
of the Tojo cabinet last week
was a symptomatic reaction in
the ruling summits to a growing
restiveness-at the base of Jap-
anese society, which, as in the
case of Nazi Germany, portends
a violent revolutionary up-,
heaval. :

For seven long years the Jap-
anese workers and peasants have

Germany Stands On Brink Of
' Mass Revolutionary Upsurge

Junker Officer Caste Makes Desperate Bid
To Salvage lts Power By Deal With Allies

By William F. Warde :
Hitler’s totalitarian regime, which he boasted
would “reign for a thousand years,” is today in the
throes of a mortal crisis. Eleven and a half years after
the Nazi agents of German capitalism waded to power
through the blood of the German working class, the
rulers of Germany are at each other’s throats and en-
gaged in a virtual civil war. This savage conflict on -

PRICE: FIVE CENTS

STRIKES

against it s oppressors,
wipe out the Nazi enslav-
ers and deal death blows
to capitalist-Junker rule.

ATTEMPTED COUP D’ETAT

The momentous events which
began to shake Germany Ilast
week were precipitated by an
attempted coup d’etat led by

T T T oot -JUnker: - Generals-and-.a..reported.
the more far-sighted Wall Street interests,

assassination attempt against Hit<
ler. A sweeping blood purge en--
sued within the commanding
summits of the armed forces, al-
ready crumbling under catastro-
phic¢ di=feats. Hundreds of officers
were reported executed, including:
Col. Gen. Beck, former chief of
staff. Thousands ~more were
arrestd.

At the same time, there were
persistent rumors of mutinies in
the naval forces at Kiel ‘and
Stettin and among the troops at
the front, and of clashes between
the Wehrmacht and SS detach-
ments. Hitler, Reichsmarshal
Goering and - Grand Admiral
Doenitz werz compelled to appeal
over- the radio to the German
army and people, pleading with
them to ignore the orders of the
conspirators and remain loyal to
the Nazi regime. To ensure that
loyalty, however, Hitler went to
‘extraordinary lengths, placing
Gestapo-head Himmler in charge
of the army within the Reich and
appointing Nazi henchmen over
the army commanders,’

Simultaneously with the dis-
closure of these events, dispatches
reported violent ‘disturbances in
Berlin and other leading cities.

(Continued on page 4)

Other accounts stated that the

preparing to rise up>

RUMBLING NAZI REGIME

top reflects profound revolutionary ferment below
among the masses. The mighty German proletariat is

streets of Berlin were deserted
and patrolled by SS detachments
and the Gestapo. Hitler has been
obliged to institute martial law
within Germany itself, signifying
that his regime is now under a
state of siege.

‘These are unmistakable signs
of a developing revolutionary
situation in Germany. They recall
the events of 1918, when, after
the Russian Revolution, the Ger-

| _man General Staff abandoned all =
‘hope of victory; mutinies broke

out in the armies and in the
fleet, the workers, soldiers and
peasants rose. up, formed Work-
ers and Soldiers Councils and
working class governments were
established in parts of Germany.
‘With the subsequent unfoldment
of events, the present crisis' can
lead to the overthrow of the Nazi
regime through the insurrection
of the masses. Germany stands on
the threshold of the proletarian
revolution!

The news that comes through
to us is fragmentary and mutilat-
ed by a manifold censorship. But
it is clear that incipient civil war
has broken out in Germany. It
has been set off by the Junker
bid for supreme power. Hitler him-
self disclosed the engineers and
aims of the conspiracy when he
denounced the “clique of ambiti-
ous, unscrupulous, and at the
same time foolish, criminally
stupid officers” who “hatched a:
plot-to remove me, and, together
with me, virtually to exterminate
the staff of the German High-

Command.” Thus, Hitler admits
he is now at war with the Junker

military caste who provided one

(Continued on page 5)

Stalinist Hooligém Assault Denouneed .
In Washington AFL

In a frenzy of journalistic hydrophobia the Stalinist gutter-
rag, I'he New World, (July 20) snarled through two full pages
at the “Trotskyites,” a term which, in the vocabulary of Brow-
der’s pen-prostitutes, includes all workers and progressives who
fight for labor’s rights, civil liberties and free speech. The Stalin-
ist frenzy was occasioned By the action of Local 104, embracing
20,000 members of the Boilermakers Union in Seattle, which

had adopted a resolution con-
demning The New World for
instigating an assault by Stalin-
ist hooligans on a meeting of the
American Friends Service (Qua-
kers) held at the Plymouth Con-
gregational Church,

The New World attributed the
adoption of the resolution to a
“Trotskyite cell” in the Boiler-
makers Union and then proceeded
to red-bait Local 104 for sup-
porting and contributing to the
defense of the 18 Minneapolis
labor prisoners framed up under
the notorious Smith “Gag” Law.
The issue was “loaded” with re-
actionary muck dug out of the

'pages of its parent organ, the

Duaily Worker, in a desperate at-
tempt to influence the state con-
vention of the AFL which was
being held at the time.

The Stalinist editors addressed
the convention in an editorial lec-

@

turing the delegates on “how the

home front enemies should be
fought,” — obviously referring to
their storm-trooper assault on the
Quakers, — and stigmatizing
strikers' as ‘“subversive.” Appar-
ently expecting a favorable res-
ponse to its reactionary tirade
The New World editorial extended
“its warmest fraternal greetings
to the AFL state convention, in
Wenatchee with confidence that
this wartime gathering of the
dominant labor group in our state
will make an outstanding contrib-
ution to the task of destroying
fascism — the deadly enemy of
the workers.”

After a heated discussion the
Washington State Federation of
Labor convention .did make “an
outstanding contribution to the
task of destroying” fascist meth-
ods of gangsterism by roundly
condenining the Stalinists for
breaking up the Quaker-sponsored

Convention Motion

A resolution was adopted flay-
ing the 3talinists for seeking to
defile labor’s name by an action
which “constitutes a denial of
freedom of speech.” The Stalinists
were denounced for cloaking
their vile activities in the mantle
of labor.

Meeting in conjunction with the
Washington AFL convention, the
Washington - Machinists Council,
representing all of the locals of
the International Association of
Machinists in the state, also
adopted a resolution denouncing
the Stalinist vigilante attack on
meetings of the Institute of In-
ternational Relations sponsored
by the American Friends Society.
Forty-four delegates, representing
a membership of 80,000 workers,
adopted the resolution unanim-
ously, condemning The New
World and the Stalinists for per-
petrating an act, “unworthy of
the labor movement.”” The spe-
cial “anti-Trotskyist” .edition of
The New World failed to accomp-
lish its purpose. The “dominant
labor group” in the State of Wash-
ington pilloried the Stalinists for
what they are — the deadly en-

meeting in Seattle.

emy of the workers,

Fascism cannot be defeated by
borrowing the methods of the fas-
cists. The preservation of the.
labor movement requires vigilant
defense of the democratic rights
of labor. Organizing  hooligan

gangs to break up meetings, act- ¢

ing as fingermen for the cops,
slandering and vilifying those who
stand opposed to their policy of
unconditional surrender to the
bosses and their government, the
Stalinists direct their main blows
at the most uncompromising fight-
ers for labor’s rights and labor’s
interests — the Trotskyists.

The workers in the Pacific
Northwest, who have a long and
militant tradition in the struggle
for free speech, have heen taught
a valuable lesson. Under cover
of a red-baiting attack on
“Trotskyite cells” the Stalinists
sought to terrorize the workers
into condoning an act of political

vandalism. The stinging rebuke
administered by the organized
labor movement of the State of
Washington quickly called ' the
Stalinists to order. We know that

this lesson will not be lost on the :

American labor- movement!
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RADE

1t is now going on three months
since - President Roosevelt broke
the Chicago Montgomery Ward
strike by seizing the plant on the
pretext of compelling Sewell L.
Avery, the nation’s No. 1 Open
Shopper, to comply with WLB
directives issued last year. Avery,
has his plant back, is slashing
away at the union, and hasn’t
obeyed any government directives
to date.

Roosevelt has proved hlmself
singularly flabby about enforcmg
 the orders of his own agencies
against such recalcitrant employ-
ers. Meanwhile, Avery is fight-
ing a cagey delaying action
through the courts against com-
pliance with the WLB orders for
granting of a maintenance of
membership clause to the union:

Last week, the U. S. Cireuit
Court of Appeals at Washington,
D. C., got around to throwing out
Avery’s suit to enjoin compliance
with the WLB’s directives, issued
18 months ago, ordering his.com-
pany to sign a maintenance of
membership contract with the
unions in his Detroit, Denver and
Jamaica, N. Y., stores. The court
ruled, binding on all lower courts,
that no judicial agency may in-
terfere with the enforcement of
orders by a government war
agency, and converszly, that WLB
orders are mnot enforceable by
court ordels

So far, this hasn’t pxodded a
stir out of Roosevelt or the
WLB. Avery is sitting tight and
planning to stall a lot longer by
appealing to the U. S. Supreme
" Court. It should be plenty clear
by now that Roosevelt has two
distinet policies concerning the en-
forcement of WLB directives.
‘When union men refuse to comply
with the pro-corporation orders
of the WLB, FDR swings a big
club, using troops when he thinks
it necessary, and he acts with the
speed of a P 51. But when labor-

hating profiteers like Avery spit|

in the face of the WLB repeatedly,

Roosevelt becomes mighty ab-

sorbed in other things, like

Democratic Party conventions.
* %k ok

Last wieek, this column reported
one of the latest moves in the
Stalinist campaign to disarm the
unions and open the gates of the
labor movement from within to
the offensive of the open-shop-
pers. That was the action of the
Stalinist leadership of Local 65,
CIO United Retail, Wholesale
and Department Store Employees,
in giving the employers a column
in the local’s paper, New Voices,
to spread their opium among the
workers.

A union 1ead°rsh1p which opens
the columns of the labor press to
the propaganda of the unions’
enemies isn't the type which will
fight for.the interests of its mem-
bers, as the very issue, July 9,
which publishes the first of the
bosses’ columns gives direct
testimony. On the opposite page
New Voices publishes the list of

Local 65 WLB cases which have |’

been stalled before that body.
T.ocal 65 has no less than 64
cases, one submitted as far back
as February 1943, bogged in the
WLB swamp. Almost half of the
cases go back more than six
months.

In the face of this miserable
record of failure to defend the
jnterests of their own member-
ship and of servility to the em-
ployers, the Local 65 Stalinist
leaders have the gall, in the July
28 New Voices, to stab in the back
the members of their own in-
ternational union who went on
strike at Montgomery Ward.
New Voices devotes an entire
page to an attack on the striking
union, and the leadership ‘which
backed the strike. It even goes so
far as to state that the union in
striking “did exactly what Avery
wanted” and against their own
union brothers defends the strike-
breaking actions of Harry
Bridges, who has been denounced
throughout the labor movement.

This treacherous crew calls for
a “real labor leadership”’—namely,
one which will “mobilize all the
people of America behind the War
Labor Board” What is needed is
a mobilization of the Local 65
members to give the boot to the
finky Stalinist machine, and get
a militant leadership that will
organize a real fight to clean up
the scores of Local 65 cases buried
in the WLB “Graveyard of
Grievances.”

* % %

In his summation of the CIO
Steel Workers wage case before
the WLB panel hearings, CIO
General Counsel Lee Pressman
answered arguments of the steel
corporation mouthpieces that the
government has no power to
balance price rises by -granting
wage increases. Pressman cor-
rectly pointed out that the only
law limiting Roosevelts power to
‘raise wages is the Stabilization
Act of October, 1942, which
authorizes him to maintain both

NOTES

By Joseph Keller

UNIO

Pressman further quoted Roose-
velt’s -statement in September,
1942, that “if we are to keep
wages effectively stabilized, it
becomes imperative, in fairness to

the cost of food and clothing and
shelter and other articles used by |
the workers.”

The CIO attorney pleaded: “If
you take this commitment of the
President of the U. S. to the peo-
ple of the nation, we ask how can
it ‘be argued that it is the gov-
ernment’s policy not to protect
wages against a rise in the cost
of living. Any contention to the
contrary is to fly in the face of
the policy announced by the Presi-
dent of the U. S.”

Now this is a very impressive
point—except- that it was not
addressed to the correct parties.
If Roosevelt and. his war labor
agencies have not only the power
but the pohcy “to. protect wages
against a rise in the cost of liv-
ing,” then why hayen’t they done

so? On the contrary, through his

two “hold-the-line” orders “and
the WLB’s Little Steel Formula,
Roosevelt is directly responsible
for imposing the wage freeze
while the cost of living has
soared over 45 per cent. Only
recently, on the basis of one of
the dirtiest “compromise” deals
on record, Roosevelt signed the
emasculated “price control” bill,
which virtually guarantees im-
munity to the war profiteers
while they i,ntensify their price
gouge.

Pressman, Ph111p Murray, head
of the CIO and the Steel Workers
Union, and all the other CIO tops
are playing a political con game.
They admit the Administration’s
power and “policy” to keep wages
in line with price rises, but then
go through a lot of double talk
trying to conceal the truth about
Roosevelt, before whom they bow
as abject servitors.

Although he has spilled a lot of
demagogic twaddle about equaliz-
ing wages and prices, Roosevelt
has used his power deliberately
to clamp down the wage freeze
and to protect the price-boosting
profiteers. Pressman and his like
are covering up this fact with a
lot a fancy talk in order to keep
the workers from a real fight for
wage increases. That
Murray and his lieutenants confine
their “fighting” to whinings be-
fore the WLB, the very agency

with the connivance of the union
bureaucrats, to put a leash on the
uynions and frustrate t heir
demands for wage increases.

the workers, to keep equally stable |

is why

brought into being by Roosevelt,

for “aiding workers on strike,”
tionary socialist views.

first to be imprisoned under the

eral Strike, but never used until’
the recent strike waves threw

blamed the strikes on “agitators;”

the coalition government, Wwho

the mines, accused the Trotskyists
prentices’ resistance to his labor

putes Act against them.

TEARSE TESTIMONY

According to the report of the
trial published in the .Socialist
Appeal, the prosecutor, Paley
Scott, was “shouting... sneering...
bullying.” A few quotations from
the testimony bear out this des-
cription in every respect.
rade Roy Tearse, first on. the
witness stand, testified. that he

of the Militant Workers Federa-

He explained, “The object of
the Militant Workers Federation
is to coordinate the struggles of
the working class in the unions
and the factories, for a fighting,
militant working class policy.” In
response to Scott’s demand, “You
want to shake the country?”,
Tearse replied, “I want a socialist
society in Britain and the world,
which would completely overturn
present day society.”

Comrade Heaton Lee, a former
organizer. of native mine workers
in South “Africa, was ‘asked:
“What interest did you have in
the boys going down the niines?”

interest. I have been down the
mines for four years and I know
what it is like.
and waste that results from the
private ownership of the mines.”

He testified that he had spoken
at meetings of the apprentices
and given them political advice
on how they could win the fight.
“My idea was ‘that they should
gain for themselves all the sup-
port they could among other sec-
tions of the working class... to

| bring pressure'to bear on the Gov-

The Trotskyist leaders are the ‘

vicious Trade Union Disputes |
Act, passed after the 1926 Gen- |

the ruling class into a new hys- |
teria of fear. The Tory press:

Ernest Bevin, Labor Minister of]
bore personal responsibility for|
the “Pit Ballot Scheme” of con- |
scripting young boys for work in |
of “mstlgatmg" the Tyneside Ap-

draft, and invoked the Trade st- :

Com- |

was a member of the Revolution-
ary Commupist Party, and also:
national secretary and organizer

tion (an industrial organization).’

Said Lee, “I had a great deal of

I know the chaos |

Trial Shows Britis

Fresh evidence of the frame-up nature of the imprisonment
of four British Trotskyists is published in the July issue of the
Socialist Appeal, organ of the Revolutionary Communist Party,
which shows clearly that the Trotskylsts were convicted not only
as charged but for their revolu-

In T.rotsky s Day

During the trial of the four
British Trotskyists, the Crown
Advocate inadvertently reveal-
ed the real fear of the ruling
class, the underlying reason
for the prosecution. We quote
the following testimony ver-
batim.

Paley Scott (prosecutor)
You knew that the Government
couldn’t nationalize the mines
in three weeks?

Heaton Lee: Yes, I believe it -
could bé done. The mines and
the whole social services were
nationalized in -one week -in
Russia in 1917. . .

Paley Scott: That was in the
days of Trotsky!.

Cries of “Hear! Hear!”” from
the prisoners’ dock.

ernment to agree to their de-
mands (pationalization of the!
mines).”

KEEN AND HASTON

The prosecutor’s sarcasm reach-
ed its low point in his brief inter-
rogation of Comrade Ann Keen,
District Secretary of the North-
east (London) section of the Rev-
olutionary Communist Party. His
major question to her was “You
devote your whole life to the work
of the Revolutionary Communist
Party?”

“Well, as much of my life as
I possibly can,” was her calm
reply.

Comrade Jock Haston, General
Qecretary of the RCP, testified
that he had, as a reporter
the Socialist Appeal, met the ap-
prentices’ delegation which had
come to London to demonstrate
before Parliament their opposi-
tion-to -the Bevin-mine-draft -plan.

“I suppose you discussed pol-
1t1cs with the apprentices 11)/ Lon-
don?,” the prosecutor asked.

. “T discussed politics with them
as much as I could. I am a poli-
tician,” Haston answered.

“Comrades Tearse and Lee were
sentenced to 12 months, Haston
to. six months, and Ann Keen to
thirteen days imprisonment, for
“aldlng workers on strike.” “The
comrades were not permltted to
make a final statement before
sentence was passed,” -writes the
Socialist Appeal. “Despite this,
the political issues were clear.
The revolutionary policy of the

The increased activity in the
branches during the three-month
subscription campaign has re-
sulted in a great number of sub-
scriptions being submitted to us
directly, either in letter form or
on the sub coupon in The Mili-
tant. This week we have received
a 6-month sub from Shasta
County, California; a 3-month sub
from San Francisco; a 6-month
from Oakland; a 6-month from
New. York, which subscriber
wrote: “Kindly send me a six-
month subscription. Also I am
enclosing money for 3-month sub-
seriptions to two of my friends.”
* ok
Our agent in Allentown sent in
the following appreciative comy
ments:
“Very good remarks are coming
our way re °‘Shop. Talks on
Socialism’ especially. Hope that
particular column will be kept.
Personally I’m particularly fond
of the ‘10 Years Ago In The Mili-
tant’ column. It brings back the
past particularly well, refreshing
my first year in the party, my
first year of awakening to poli-
tical consciousness.”
= ' %X
In a discussion with one of our
New York readers about The
Militant, he said: “It is evident
that workers are beginning to
write for the paper. For instance,
a sentence like this—When my
paper isn't here on Friday it
burns me up. Without it is like
fumbling around in the dark for
a light switch.” (Militant Army,
June 24 issue)—is in refreshing
contrast to the more abstract
formulations which necessarily
must be used in other articles.”
® % X
Our agents report the following
incidents while doing door-to-door
work in the subscription cam-
paign:
Los Angeles: “One comrade re-
ported that for two hours he
worked with no results in in-
troducing The Militant as a
“Jabor paper.’ When he changed
to ‘socialist paper’ his sales went

. wages and prices at their Septem—
ber, 1942 levels. ) ,

iup immediately.”

New York: “I sold one of my.

subs to a woman who listened to
me for about two minutes and
then said, ‘All right I'll take it.’

When she came back with her

quarter she said, “Where did you
get the name, The Militant?’ I
replied because it is a militant
labor paper. She said, ‘You know
I am giving you this quarter and
taking. this sub because I like
the name of your paper’.”

The results of the experimental
work being done by the San
Francisco comrades in preparation
for the campaign to be launched
in September are very encourag-
ing:

“Our renewal work is difficult
mainly because the majority of
people were not in. (It was a
sunny Sunday yesterday') But |
we will also go out evenings dur-
ing the week in order to catch
these people at home.

“We attempted to sell the four,
Minneapolis Trial pamphlets for

25¢. and were successful in selling |

five sets. In some cases people

who did noet wish to renew bought ||

the pamphlets. Of the nine
discontinued subs, four are leav-
ing town, two are now in the
armed forces, one address was in-

'correct and we can’t check on it,

and two are just not interested.”
£

“Qur agent in New Haven re-
ports continued success in obtain-
ing 8-month subs: “We went can-
vassing yesterday and got the
four subs. In one block all told we
have got nine subs. We are con-

tinuing our sub drive every Fri-|

day night.”
* %k ok

Agents sent the following com-
ments - concerning the Militant
Subscription Campaign:

Chicago to West Side Branch
(New York Local): “We wish to
extend our hearty congratulations
for your superlative work in the
sub drive and to acknowledge you
as the champions in our three-
way competition. “We hope to
turn the tables in the coming
literature campaign.”

, Detroit: “When I saw the latest

count on the sub drive, I could |

hardly believe it was over seven
thousand subs. Our comrades
have done a wonderful job. It
seems incredible, that with our
limited numbers and all other

work, so much was done in this |

recent campaign. New York

especially receives my respect.”

Rochester: “Comrades here are
elated over the outcome of the
sub campaign. Being on top is no
small honor. As one comrade put
it, this branch will now have to
maintain the same high standard
in all phases of party work. And
I believe they will!”

Buffalo:

. “The Buffalo people don’t feel
too bad about winding up in third
place. They think, and rightly so,
that in pacing the country through
most of ‘the campaign, Buffalo has
functioned as a sort of spark plug
that helped step up the tempo of
the drive.”

Ask Your Shopmate to
Subscribe to The Militant

2nd EDITION

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.
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h Trotskyists Were S ent
To Jail Because Of Their Socialist Views

@

The Four British Trotskyists

Comrades Jock Haston, Heaton Lee, Ann Keen, and Roy Tearse,
photographed shortly before their trial,

Trotskylsts versus the reactionary
anti-labor policy of -the capitalist
1 class—these were the issues at
There was no am-
biguity.”

of the four British Trotskyist
working class leaders imprisoned
by Churchill’'s Tory government.
Over two-thirds of the $1,000 Sol-

idarity Fund launched by the So-,

cialist Workers Party on June
24 has already been raised.

We urge all of our friends and |
readers to send your contributions

now, to the Business Manager of
The Militant, 116 TUniversity

Place, New York 3, N. Y., so that:
the list below may reach the |

$1,000 mark mnext week!

'BRITISH FUND
CONTRIBUTIONS

From S.W.P. Branches

New York $166.50
Los Angeles 100.00
San Francisco 100.00
Chicago 94.00
Detroit 100.00
Twin Cities 22.50
Newark 25.00
Buffalo 15.00
Bayonne 11.90.
_Cleveland 15.00
Youngstown 10.00
New Haven 5.00
Allentown 5.00
Milwaukee 5.00
Quakertown 5.00
Reading 5.00
Rochester 5.00
St. Louis 5.Q0

TOTAL $694.90

Individual Contri-
butions (Previ-

ously acknowledged) 20.00

TOTAL $714.90

Workers Oan Fight

\No-Work Peril

Over $700 has come to the of-|
fices' of The Militant, in support’

...(Continued from page 1)

living of the workers, to raise the
cultural lsvel of the masses. As
the . productivity - of labor con-
tinues to increase, making it pos-
sible to produce greater wealth

| with the application of less labor

power, the slogans: nationaliza-
tion of industry under workers

| control and the sliding scale of

wages and hours, pave the way
toward a solution of the problem
of fully utilizing the means of
production and full employment
for the workers, ‘

| SLIDING SCALE

The sliding scale of wages and
hours simply means that, as the

1productivity of labor increases,
i the hours of work are reduced
{with no reduction in pay. Full
| production would be maintained

by adjusting the hours of work
with the rising product1v1ty of
labor. With each rise in the cost
of living, a corresponding rise in
wages., With each increase in the
productivity of labor, a cor-

{responding decrease in the num-
| ber of hours worked. Through the
‘médium of nationalization under

workers control and the sliding

scale of wages and hours, the

material needs of the people can
be met and a high standard of
living maintained.

The slogan of “free enterprise”

is nothing but a demagogic cover
for perpetuating the system of
monopoly control of production
for monopoly profits with its
consequent result of unemploy-
ment, insecurity and want in the
midst of potential abundance.
Labor can best advance the in-
terests of the majority by fight-
ing under the slogans: national-
ization of industry under work-
ers control and the sliding scale
of wages and hours.

San Francisco School of Social Science
SUNDAY NIGHT OPEN FORUM
“The Myth of Post-War Planning”
SUNDAY, AUGUST 6 - 8 P. M.

305 GRANT AVE. (at Sutter) 4th Floor
Refreshments Served After Forum
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R. J. THOMAS STATES SUPPORT
FOR IMPRISONED TROTSKYISTS

(Continued from page 1)

tze of New York City contributed
$50, and contributions have been
received from four more lodges
of the Workmen’s Benefit Fund,
No. 245, N. Y. C., 368, Reading,
Pa., 265, St. Louis, Mo. and 248,
Secaucus, N. J.

STALINIST SABOTAGE

The latter from R, J. Thomas
was requested by the Ford Gen-
eral Council at its June 11 meet-
ing, following the sdction of the
Council in tabling the question of
support for the 18 when the clique
of Stalinists, who hold strategic
posts in the Local, fought- viei-
ously against a 1esolut10n of en-
dorsement,

. These . elements, taking their
hes from the Daily Worker, which.
has been intensifying its attempts
to sabotage the defense of the 18
by a scurrilous slander campaign,

I spewed  forth such a tirade of

misrepresentations about the case,
that one.of them had to be called
to order by President Grant.
:When' the loeal . CRDC commit-
tee sought to obtain permission to
speak ‘before the mnext council
meeting to answer the Stalinist
slanders and falsifications with
the documents in ths case, the
Stalinists succeeded in blocking

the request at a meeting of the
Executive Board.

At the July 9 Council meeting,
the CRDC distributed copies of
the pamphlet “Who Are The 18
Prisoners In The Minneapolis
Labor Case.” On a motion from
the floor, a CRDC representative
was granted permission to speak.
It was in the course of the discus-
sion that President Grant read
the letter of R. J. Thomas.

The Stalinists oncs, more led the
attack against the resolution. In
an attempt to prejudice the
delegates and confuse the issue,
one of them nsad selected ex-
cerpts from The Militant which
expressed criticism of the policies

| of Philip Murray.

Nevertheless, in this
hitherto dominated by the Stalin-
ists, the resolution was narrowly
defeated by a three-to-two vote.
That the ranks, given an op-
portunity to get full and unbiased
mformation on the case, would
support a resolution overwhelm-
ingly is shown by the actions of
two important units of Local 600,
the Airceraft and Transportation
Units, which have gone on record
backing the 18 and made con-
tributions. It is expected that
other Ford local units will follow
these examples.

Thomas Letter Supporting The 18

AKRON
News Exchange, 51 S. Main

BOSTON
Bay State Pharmacy,
840 Tremont St.;
man’s Newsstand,
284 Tremont St.

'CHICAGO
Ceshinsky’s Book Store,
2760 W. Division
Socialist Workers Bookshop,
Room 421, 160 N. Wells

DETROIT
Family Theatre Newsstand,
opposite theater
Saturday Bookshop,
Woodward

LOS ANGELES
Newsstands at 5th & Main;
2210% Bklyn "Ave. (Boyle
Hts.); Modern Book Shop,
Rm. 200, 232 South Hill St.
Smith Newsstand, 6th and

Andel-

3513

tween Hill and Broadway;
World News Service, 1660
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News Agency, 1665 N. Los
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N.W. corner, Wisconsin Ave.
on Third St.
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Shinder’s News Agency
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Pioneer News Agency,
238 2nd Ave., South; Hap-
py’s Stand, 8th St. and Nic-
ollet.
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11 Springfield Ave.
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Harlem — Newsstands N.W.
corner Lenox Ave. and 125th
St.; S.E. corner Lenox Ave.
and 135th St.; S.E. corner
Lenox and 116th St. ‘
Brooklyn: Newsstand at
BMT DeKalb Ave. Subway
station, and 5823 - 4th Ave.
Queens: H. L. Robertson,
108-49 New York Blvd.
Cocheo, 41st St, and Jackson
Ave., L, 1. C.

PHILADELPHIA :
N.W. corner 13th St. and .
Market St.

SAN DIEGO, CAL,
242 Broadway

SAN FRANCISCO
Fitzgerald News Agency,
21-4th St.; Duncan’s News-
stand, 1986 Sutter St.; Ray’s
Smoke Shop, 1174 Sutter St.;
MacDonald’s Book Store, 867
Mission St.; Golden Gate
News Agency, 81 - 3rd St.;

SEATTLE
Eckert’s, corner Washington

~ St. and 1st Ave.; Bishop’s -
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Raymer s Book Store, 905-
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1120-1st - Ave.; Newsstand,
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THE MILITANT

Bonus Army.

(The followmg article reprinted in condensed form from the
July 25, 1942 issue of The Militant, was written by Felix Morrow,
who was present as a labor reporter at the Bonus March outrage.
Comrade Morrow is one of the Socialist. Workers Party leaders con-
victed under the Smith “Gag™” Act, now serving s sixteen month
prison term at Sandstone Penitentiary.)

By Felix Morrow

On July 28, 1982, General Douglas MacArthur, then Chief of
Staff of the Army, led his troops — cavalry, tanks and infantry —
down Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D, C. At. Third Street
they charged the first contingent of the en-
emy.

With tear gas and bayonet jabs and rifle
butts they drove g group of World War
veterans from shacks and half-demolished
buildings which had been their homes for ten
weeks. The veterans, expertly tossing back
tear gas bombs, retreated only when physie-
ally overcome, The soldiers set fire to the
, shacks to make sure the veterans would have
FELIX MORROW  nothing t¢ return to. The flames and smoke
rose high, a fitting frame for the dome of the Capitol rising above
them in the background.

THE BATTLE OF ANACOSTIA FLATS

‘Under the personal direction of General MacArthur the soldiers |

~— they were young boys; all veterans of the World War had been
combed out and left behind at Fort Myers — repeated, the mopping-
up operation in nearby streets. Then they moved acrgss the river
to Anacostia Flats, where the main body of World War Veterans

e g e

were encamped in shacks and tents. All told, there were about 20,000 |

vets, about 400 of them with their wives and children, Driven by
the troops, they were scattered that night over the neighboring
states of Virginia and Maryland. The flaming shacks ‘and tents |
looked like a big city devastated by incendiary bombs.

That was the end of the Bonus March, so far as Washington was
concerned. But 20,000 marchers, scattered to the four . winds, told |
millions of workers and farmers how they had come to ask for bread
and got bullets. Two veterans murdered that Bloody Thursday, Eric
Carlson and Bill Hushka, became symbols of the gratitude of the
ruling class for whom they fought in 1917,

o =

The Bonus Army was a completely spontaneous creation of the
unemployed veterans. No one issued the call for the March. It just
happened. Driven by hunger and want, small groups of veterans in
various parts of the country started for Washington. Like a snow-
ball rolling down a hill the March gathered volume; at least 80,000
vets arrived in Washington between May 20 and July 28. ‘

~ "For these tens of thousands to come penniless across the coun-
try was possible only because everywhere they found the masses
actively in sympathy with them, Everywhere the unemployed, with:
sound instinet, understood the B.E.F. was breaking a path to Wash-
ington which could later be followed by the unemployed with broader
demands. The Bonus Marchers had, besides, the powerful moral
authority of men who had risked their lives ostensibly for a world
in which they would be secure.

Hence the marchers easily brushed aside all attempts by federal
and local authorities to prevent their continuing on to Washington,
They commandeered freight cars and coupled them onto fast trains
to Washington, They relinquished them only in return for state-
owned trucks which carried them from one state to the next. .

‘HEROES OF 1917 — BUMS OF 1932’

Two slogans were especially popular among the veterans. They
painted them crudely on signs and on the freight cars and jalopies:
“Herces of 1917 — Bums of 1932.” “We Fought for Democracy —_—
What Did We Get?”

arch Of
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Part of the Bonus Army camp of tents and shacks at Anacostia
before General MacArthur’s troops burned it down.

Veterans’ shacks at Pelmsylvama Avenue and 3rd Street, set
afire by troops, light up the Capitol.

The slogans caught on with the great crowds who came to cheer
on the veterans in every city and hamlet. Under popular pressure
city authorities welcomed the vets, fed them and housed them, and
made money collections:to help speed them on.
General Pelham D. Glassford, Chief of Police of Washington,
'later wrote: “some members of the wealthy classes throughout the
nation looked upon the occupatwn of the nation’s eapital as g revolu-
tlonary action.”
Negro veterans were consplcaously active in many of the con~
| tingents, That new winds were blowing was clear when Negroes
arrived side by side with whites in some of the Southern contingents
and I;ved side by side with them'in the shacks in Washington.
: Sk

Ferhaps the most s:gmflcant fact about the Bonus Army is that
all government attempte to’ get it to leave Washington failed. In
the end only naked force could drive out the veterans. They had come
to get Cengress, to vote 1mmed1ate payment of the Adjusted Service
Certificates ¢issued. in 1924 but payable in 1945, granting $1 a day
- for service at home and: $1.25 for overseas service.)

'On July 16 Congress adjourned at midnight, the Senators and
' Representatives sneakiiig:out side doors and fleeing the city, in fear
of the veterans. Now, said the authorities, the veterans should all
léaveé. Before adjourning, Congress had voted $100,000 for fares to
return veterans to their homes. But most of the veterans would not
leave. Many had no homes to return to, the rest would not return
empty-handed. The cry went up for a special session of Congress.
In any event the veterans would not leave Washington.

POLICE CHIEF GLASSFORD AND HIS ROLE

Police Chief Glassford played a very skillful game. He announced
that he had accepted responsibility for seeing that the B.E.F. was
fed and housed — and appointed himself the (Bonus) Army’s Sec-
retar y-Treasurer kaew1se he appointed one W, Waters, from Port-
land, Oregon, as Commander-in-Chief of the B.E.F. Whether Waters
and s1m11a1 “leaders” were FBI agents to begin with, or whether
Glassford eorrupted them, they were his agents.

With the bait of some tents and field kitechens he set up in Ana-
costia Flats, Glassford had Waters order the men to go there. Be-
tween Washington and Anacostia were the river, and drawbridges
which could be raised to prevent the men from going to the capital.
Only a few contingents refused to go to Anacostia and they set their
shacks up on Pennsylvania Avenue, the main artery of the city.

Food and shelter were deliberately sabotaged by Glassford and
his agents. Offers of farmers’ groups to send food were ignored, the
food-collections kept down to siarvation levels, sums donated by
sympathizers were not used for feeding the men, ete. For ten weeks
many of the men slept on the ground. Their attempts to build beds
and more permanent shacks were discouraged by the M.P.’s on one
pretext or another.

%*

demonstration the Waters leadership called was a patriotic parade
on the evening of June 7. A California contingent which broke away
from Waters organized a Death Watch from July 11 to July 16 — a
24-hour-a-day. picket line — and this was the only organized vet-
erans’ group at the Capitol throughout the -March, -

Yet, despite all these terrible handicaps, the mén stood firm.

cies elsewhere, nor threats, nor the terrible living conditions at Ana-
cestia, nor the demoralizing role of the Waters leadership < noth-
ing could make the veterans leave Washington, :

MacARTHUR LEADS THE TROOPS

Hence by, the end of July the federal authorities decided they
dared wait no longer. The Treasury Department, which owned the
property at Pennsylvania and Third, ordered the police to remove
the veterans from the property. In the attempt.to do so, the police
killed Bill Hushka and Eric Carlson, Under the pretext that the
police were no longer able to maintain order, troops were called out;
General MacArthur considered the task of driving the veterans out
so important that he — the ranking figure of the army! — person-
ally led the troops.

How deeply the country resented the treatment of the B.E.F.
was indicated when General MacArthur was booed off the platform
at the American Legion Convention at Portland Oregon, i in the fall
of 1932. :

When it was announced that MacArthur would lead Roosévelt’s
inaugural parade, protests poured into Washington in such volume
that secret service agents took extraordinary precautions, fearing
an attempt on MacArthur’s life. Roosevelt insisted on backing Mac-
Arthur, who not only led the parade, but served out his term as
Chief of Staff. In the end, in spite of Roosevelt’s veto, immediate
payment of the Adjusted Service Certificates was voted by Congress
and the issue was ended.

THEY REMEMBER BLOODY THURSDAY

Today publicity has.put a halo of heroism around MacArthur.
But those. still living of the 20,000 veterans of Bloody Thursday
have not forgotten. Often, in the intervening years, I have run
across such veterans and we have re-lived that day. For not a few
of them, it was the turning-point in their lives. I am thinking es-
pecially of one of them, who, four years later, led a sit-down strike.
“We learned their tl‘leS in Washington,” he said, “When they tried
to fool us into going out of the plant or letting them in, I remem-
bered the B.E F. That’s one reason why we won our strike.”

. He and others like him drew the. lessons of Bloody Thursday.
And they have handed down the story to millions of others, including
‘many of the soldiers now marching off to'war. When the government
tries to make bums out of. the Heraes of the present war, we shall
see that the great battle of the “Heroes of 1917 — Bums of 19327 ¢

The men had come to demonstrate to Congress. But the only

‘was not fought in vain.

Hillman’s Primer For Practical Politicians: A
Poor Substitute For Independent Labor Program

By C. Thomas

eroes Of 19

British Soldiers’ Parliament
Gauses Worry To Brass Hats

Setting up their own “Troops Parliament” with an over-
whelming Labor majority, British soldiers in Cairo are causing
the brass-hats and reactionary Tory Government lots of worry.
The traops Parliament, according to an article in the May
26 issue of the London Tribune, grew out of a dlSCUSSlOn group
which had been conducted by the troops for years in a Catro
Service Club. Last November, ®

Neither paid fares, nor promises of jobs through government agen~ |

a South African Army Division

| presented a mock parliament as

its contribution to the regular

was the program that it became
the permanent form of the dis-
cussion group meetings.

LABOR MAJORITY

After two meetings of the mock
parliament, general elections were
held in which Labor received 119
votes, the Common Wealth party
‘55, Liberdl Party 38, and Con-

1 meeting of the Treops' Parlia-
ment, Labor présented ‘its pro-
last for six months. Bills sched-
Indid, Housinhg, Land and Agri-.
culttire, Nationalization of Power,

Fuel and Transport, and an Edu-
cation Bill,

To protect their parhament
from immediate suppression by
the military chiefs, the troops
established. the period in which
they were supposedly acting, as
“some future date, between the
armistice and the signing of the

peace treaty.” They further
provided that, although actual
parties: were being used, no

speaker could claim to speak of-
ficially on behalf of his party.
Their seriousness can be gauged
also by their determination to
discourage curious spectators;
each person attending the parlia-
ment must pay 71, pence, a size-
able sum to the extremely under-
paid British armed forces. Even
with this qualification, between
400 and 500 servicemen regularly
attend the meetings,

The  precautions taken by the
parliament were - not, however,
sufficient to prevent-a strenuous
objection from the brass hats. As
soon as the labor composition of
the parliament was made public,
rumors began that “instructions
had' been received from the War
Office for the parliament to be
banned.” - Measures were imme-
diately instituted by the author-
ities to isolate the parliament,
which had aroused widespread in-
terest and support, so ' that -it
could later be -quietly wiped out.
According to the Tribune article,
“the local (Cairo) press was in-
formed verbally that no further
mention of the parliament was to
be made; a picture feature for
a paper was stopped by the cen-

monthly meeting. So popular |

servatives only 17. At the March |

uled to be *acted upon” were on|

liament ‘were
ored.”

BRASS HATS INTERVENE

Nevertheless, the April 5 meet-
ing of the parliament was packed
by starting time, and many - re-
porters whose desire for news
outweighed army orders were pre-
sent. High-ranking officers also
appeared. Tension meunted.
Before the Speaker of the par-
lisment took the chair, according
to the report! “an grmy officer
walked onto the ‘platform, and
read a notice from the military

constantly rum-

| authorittes which said in effect,

‘gram: for theé coming session, to | that as the German 1adxo was

making capltql out of the parlia- .
ment, it should no longer be call-
ed by that name . . . and that
further, civilians (allowed in if
accompanied by _soldiers) were
not in Iutuxe to attend”

A vigorous protest.against such
army interference was unanim-
cusly voted by all parties, includ-
ing the Tories! The parliament
then preceeded with its business
of the day. The Chancellor of the
Exchequer put forward his bill to
break the big banks’ stranglehold
on the national ‘eeconomy. The
report eoncludes: “ He praised the
labor movement, ‘the child of the
working people of Britain, the
| engineers, miners and steel work-
ers,, and appealed to (the)
Common Wealth (party) to park
their snobbery and confusion, and
march side by side with their com-
rades against a common enemy.
The bill was passed. Cairo Troops
Assembly had nationalized the
banks!”

MARCH WITH WORKERS

Small wonder that the military
authorities are striving to hush
the voice of the British seldiers’
parliament, which puts to shame
the class-collaborationist pelicy of
Labor Party leaders engaged at
home in propping up the Tory re-
| gime! But the military author-
ities "might: just as well try to
sweep back the 'ocean. with a
broom. The British troops who
have gone on record for nation-
alization of the banks, like the 82
British ~ goldiers who recently
signed - a petition for the freedom
of. the British Trotskyists, are
marching step by step, not with
the Churchill government, nor
with the treacherous Labor Party
bureauerats, but with the left-
ward-moving British working

sor; and moves against the par-

class,

In a pamphlet recently pubhshed by the ClO entitled “Poli-

tical Primer for All Americans,”

Sidney Hillman, chairman of the

Political Action Committee, bares his pOlltl(,al soul before the
eyes of the workers. It is not a pretty sxght A more appropriate
title for the pamphlet would have been “Political Primer for

Ward Heelers
by a “practical” politician.

Hlllman prides himself on be-
ing a “practical” polxtman A
practical politician is an artful
fellow; an opportunist who pre-
ténds to be all things to all men;
lavish with his prormses before
election and skilled in playing
both ends against the middle
after; a demagogue and baby-
kisser; in short, a “heeler” ut-
terly devoid of principle.

Hillman’s pamphlet is devoted
to teaching the art of practical
politics which consists of garner-
ing votes, by hook or crook, for
the machine candidate. In the sec-
tion devoted to training “heelers”
it is pointed out that precinct
captaing “are men of influence

or the gospel of political corruption as preached

Y
*)

and action. They meet people, help
them with their traffic tickets,
find legal help and clearance when
the courts are needed. During the
depression, the precinet captain
'was often the friend in need, who
came through with food and
shoes when everyone else had
failed. Voting for the captain’s
candidate was the least a grateful
voter could do.”

And how does a “worker or
other progressive” attain the
exalted rank of precinet captain?
“Do . anything,” says Hillman,
“that needs doing., Become
acquainted with your bosses (!).
and neighbors. . . Do whatever
-favors you can for people. .. Get
control of more votes than anyone

elge in the precinct—and the job’s
yours.” A very simple formula on
how to carve out a political
“career” in one easy lesson!

By coincidence, a few weeks
after Hillman published his
“Political Primer” an article ap-
peared in Life magazine, July 17,
entitled: “Mayor Kelly’s Chicago.”
It is an illustrated “success”
story of the political boss of one
of ‘the most corrupt and graft-
ridden machines in the country.
Boss Kelly a “practical” poli-
tician, is pictured as “the friend
of labor and management, Jews
and Gentiles, blacks and whites.”
Verily, he is all things to all men.

even 1111terate. They need help.
The men who give it to them are
Kelly’s 50 ward bosses. . . The
people pay for this help -with
votes.” As Hillman points out in
his primer, that is “the least a
grateful voter could do.”

KELLY’S “SERVICES”

Among the many chores per-
formed for “grateful voters” by
Kelly’s ward heelers there are
listed: “settling disputes over the
use of common eclothes-lines,
getting poolroom licenses, donat-
ing money to churches, fixing
parking tickets, creating new city
jobs and filling them with the

‘right’ people, getting home re-
lief, filling out sncome tax blanks,
ete., ete.”

Having mastered the technique
‘outlined in Hillman’s primer,
Kelly’s ward heelers are a model
for Hillman’s aspiring “precinct
‘captain.” “Kelly's Democratie
machine,” says Life, “is con-
'structed on the needs, the weak-
'nesses and the vanities of Chi-
cago’s millions. As in any large

Of the services rendered by the
machine which Life does NOT
list are: police protection for or-
ganized vice, gangsterism and
racketeering—one . of the main
sources of rovenue for every

mty, many are ignorant, a few |corrupt political machine—as well

4

as the services of Kelly’s injunc-
‘tion judges ia breaking strikes

[
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(Montgomery-Ward), and the use
of Boss Kelly’s cops to shoot
down peaceful workers as was
done in the Memorial Day
. Massacre at Republic Steel. This
“ward-heelers organization that
Boss Kelly has perfected is the
ideal which Hillman preaches in
his primer for practlcal _poli-
ticians.

The methods of Boss Kelly and
his machine are the methods of
Tammany Hall, Mayor (I am the
Law) Hague, Boss Crump, and
other such “practical” politicians
'who bogs the Democratic and
Republican parties. “The truth
is,”- says Hillman, “that poli-
ticians are no more corrupt than
the people who elect them. The

a better world

man and the “labor statesmen”

workers who try to break away
and form labor’s own political
party.

In contrast to “the people” who
“corrupt the politicians” Hillman
lectures that: “Politicians are
good, friendly people. They re-
solve conflicts, compromise in the
best sense. The alternative to our
politicians is a dictator, someone
who hates life and people.” If it
were true that the only alternative
to “our politicians” is a dictator

future of humanity would be bleak
and dismal indeed.

HILLMAN’S OUTLOOK

Hillman’s political horizon is
bound by the two-party system
and when he speaks of “our
politicians” as the only alternative
he refers specifically to the “prac-
tical” politicians who boss the two
major parties. What an inspiring
picture for the top political
leader of the CIO to draw for
the most progressive section of
the American trade union move-
ment!

Like all “practical” politicians,
the outlook of Hillman and Com-
pany is based on maintaining
things as they are under the con-
tinued reign of Tweedlesdee and
Tweedleedum. Where there is no
real alternative offered as far as
program and policy is coneerned
the people sink into apathy or are
corrupted by the small favors of
ward heelers into selling their
votes to the machine candidates.
That, as Hillman so profoundly
observes, is the very “least a
grateful voter could do.”

Fixing tickets, settling disputes
over clotheslines, distributing
-basketd of food to the “poor” on
Christmas, is the practical poli-
tician’s SUBSTITUTE for a pro-
gram. Basing himself upon main-
taining the status quo under the
two-party system, Hillman must
of necessity compete with the
political bosses for the favor of
the voters by reminding them
that his “precinct captain” will
come through with “food and
shoes” during the next depression,

PR defend against those militant

“who hates life and people,”. the

exchange for their “grateful”
votes.
Unfortunately for Mr, Hillman,

“grateful voters” are reluctant to

'result is that the corruptible
“grateful voters” remain firmly
ensconced in the camp of the boss
machine, while the “uncorrup-
tibles” remain apathetic and do
not vote. This process was ob-
served once again in the recent
Michigan primaries. Michigan is
a stronghold of the CIO encom-
passing some 800,000 workers.
Together with their families and
 friends they comprise a deecisive
section of the electorate. Yet the
Stalinist Daily Worker, a rabid
partisan of Hillman’s policies,
views the results of the Michigan
primaries with alarm, offering
the explanation that “the powerful
labor movement in the Detroit
area just did not turn out and
vote.” This is the “practical”
result of Hillman’s politics.

A WORKER’S PROGRAM
What the workers want is a
program that will do away with
depressions in the midst of
potential abundance; a program
of job security and full employ-
ment; a program that will raise
the standard of living of the work-
ing masses. In short, a political
program that offers a SOLU-
TION to the elementary problems
of food, clothing and shelter and
frees them from the haunting fear
of unemployment insecurity and
want,
Such a program can only be ad-
vanced by a political party that
bases itself on changing society,
and not upon maintairing the
status quo. Only the working class
can build a party capable of
leading the oppressed and ex-
ploited sections of the population
forward. With such a program,
and an Independent Labor Party
to forward the program, the peo-
ple will flatten the ward heelers
like a steamroller and along with
them, the “practical” politicians,
who stand as obstacles in their

and perform other odd chores in

path.

sacrifice the material benefits|
they derive from their present ||
patrons for future promises. The ||

10 Years Ago
In The Militant

JULY 28, 1934

AUSTRIA — “Central Europe was charged with the dynamite of a
new world war when the Nazis assassinated (Premier) Dolfuss
* in an unsuecessful move to extend the boundaries of Nazism,”
reported The Militant. “Whether the powder keg. . . will now
‘go up in explosion and thrust humanity into bloody slaughter
is 'still unclear. . . France and England. , . are considering a
‘warning to Germany to respect Austrian ‘independence’, , . They
are interested in maintaining the distribution of the booty. . .

as it was handed out in Versailles in 1919, »

“A sinister cloud that hangs over the international com.
plications. . . is the danger that the plunder gangs now at each
other’s throats, may bury their differences for the time being
and agree on Hitler’s ‘drang nach Osten’ — an assault on the
Soviet Union.” i

MINNEAPOLIS — “Martial law was proclaimed here today (July

26) by Farmer-Labor Governor Floyd B. Olson, in an effort to
break the general strike of drivers and helpers which is now
rounding out its second week,” a special wire to The Militant -
declared.

Martial law was invoked at the behest of the employers
after the pohce reign of terror had fmled to break the strikers’
ranks. On July 20 police gunmen in a brutal pre-arranged assault
-had slain striker Harry Ness and wounded fifty other workers,
On July 24, the workers of Minneapolis, 40,000 strong, marched
in an inspiring funeral procession for their martyred brother,
a,nd listened to the stirring words of Albert Goldman, union at-
torney, who said:

- “If ever anyone was guilty of malicious, premeditated mur-
der, and attempt to murder, it was the police who fired at the

pickets last Friday. . . The life of our murdered brother typifies
the lives of all workers. How long wil] the worklng' masses
- tolerate a social system which gives to over 12,000,000 unem-
ployed the right to starve. ., to milliong more the right to be’
exploited and receive a miserable wage? The answer has been
given by the workers of Toledo, Milwaukee, Birmingham, Fris-
co, Portland, Seattle and Minneapolis. , . The. workers have
numbers and the fighting spirit of Harry B, Ness. . . If the
workers will be filled with such a spirit, they will not have to
die. They will live and conquer the forece of explontatlon, of
reaction, of murder.” ~
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" Democrats Further

(Continued from page 1)

purpose was to stir the dead

ashes of the New Deal by repres-
enting the cause of 'Wallace as

the cause of “liberalism” and his
renomination as a definitive vie-
tory for the “progressive” forces
within the Roosevelt administra-
tion and Democratic Party. The
real party bosses — Flynn of the
Bronx, Hague of Jersey <City,
Kelly of Chicago and Hannegan
of St. Louis, plus the strong con-
tingent of Jim-Crow . Southern
Democrats — determined to dem-
onstrate who was really running
the Democratic Party. With the
aid of FDR’s letter-to Hannegan,
they lined up their forces and
on the second ballot the party
bosses gave the nod to the del-
egates. Wallace and his follow-
ing were flattened under a land-
slide, which gave Truman a ten
to one majority. .

As was to be expected, Hillman,
Murray and Company hastened
to affirm their continued abject
loyalty to Roosevelt and his boss-
ridden capitalist party. They re-

assured their baffled constituents
a

that' Truman was, after all,
“liberal.” This product of the
notorious Pendergast machine in
Missouri, wholly acceptable to the
party bosses as a “practical” pol-
itician amenable to machine die-
tates, built up his “liberal” reput-
ation in the past couple of years
as chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee investigating the conduct
of the war production program.
This committee was established

" a8 a safety valve for popular re-
sentment against the thievery in
the war contracts agencies ridden
by corporation dollar-a-year men.
Its revelations were intended to
satisfy malcontents that “some-
thing was being done about it.”’
Its practical results, however,
have been lean. No jail doors have
been heard clanging behind any
war profiteers and crooks ex-
posed by Senatorial investigation.

PLATFORM COMMITTEE

‘Where the labor henchmen of
Roosevelt received their most sig-
nificant rebuff was in the delib-
_erations of the convention’s plat-
form committee. Murray address-
ed the committee and called upon
it to adopt the program of the
CIO Political Action Committee
as evidence of the party’s concern
for ‘“the aspiration of plain peo-
ple everywhere.” )

Specifically, Murray urged in-
clusion in the party’s platform of
measures to effectuate Roosevelt’s
“New Bill of Rights.” He asked
approval of the principle of guar-
anteed annual wages, assurance

- Aims Of Big Business

SOCIA

| ernment jobs where private in-@—

interests.
extremely

“genuine soldiers vote Dbill.”

version and full

sition  of
plants, proffered - labor nothing

humanitarian legislation.”

full-blown concession to
“white  supremacy”
Democrats and has aroused great
Negro protest. Walter White, Ex-
ecutive Director of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, although a sup-
porter of Roosevelt, correctly
characterized this plank when he
said, “The Democratic mountain
labored and brought. forth a
mouse of evasion.” - More forth-
right was the pro-administration
newspaper PM, which described
it as “a fraud and deceit by any
standards of measurement.”

ROOSEVELT RESPONSIBLE

Murray complained that an “ex-
tremely serious situation” has res-
ulted from the ‘lack of proper,
effective economic stabilization.”
The workers are bearing the
overwhelming economic burdens
of the war while the corporations
and big farm owners are getting
not only enormous war profits
but assured profits after the war.
Murray sought to center the
blame for this “lack of effective
economic stabilization” on such
Roosevelt lieufenants as Byrnes.
But it is obvious that responsib-
ility for the wage-freeze, the fail-
ure to control prices, the protec-
tion of the war profiteers, rests
squarely with Roosevelt.

‘While Murray and Hillman of-
fered opposition to the party
bosses and Southern Bourbons,
the AFL pro-Roosevelt leaders
simply went right down the line
with the party bosses. They con-
fined their role to behind-the-
scenes conniving with the Flynns,

Kellys and Hagues. AFL. Team-
sters President Daniel Tobin
made a - seconding speech for

Roogevelt, in part payment for
past services rendered by Roos-
evelt, particularly in the govern-

of full employment through gov-

ment’s frameup of the Socialist

dustry fails to provide jobs, guar-
antees against any grab of gov-
ernment-built plants by private
Murray called for “an
strong declaration”
against racial, religious and min-
ority discrimination and for pos-
itive support to a permanent
FEPC, the immediate enactment
of an anti-poll tax bill and a

These proposals all received
short shrift. The platform adopt-
ed offered not a single concrete
proposal on the matters of recon-
employment,
gave no assurances on the dispo-
government-financed

mere than unspecified “additional

The plank on discrimination
against Negroes was obviously a
the
Southern

R

®

Workers Party and Minneapolis
Truckdrivers Local 544-CIO lead-
ers. |

What the Democratic platform
concretely affirmed was the in-
tention of the Roosevelt regime to
establish a system of collabora-
tion between the victorious pow-
ers “endowed with power to em-
ploy armed force to ensure peace.”
It was significant that the plat-
form did not propose to eliminate
fascism — did not even mention
the word. Roosevelt, through his
deals with Darlan, Badoglio and
the bloody monarchs of Greece
and Jugo-Slavia, as well as by
the conduct of his Allied Military
Governments in the conquered ter-
ritories, has already demonstrated
that his purpose is to crush all
independent actions of the Euro-
pean masses against the capitalist
oppressors and attempt to recon-
stitute “stable” reactionary 're-
gimes.

Primarily, the platform “stands

which is that “the Democratic Ad-
ministration...saved our system of
free enterprise.” That is, Roos-
evelt saved, and bolstered by his
measures, the system of the ‘“‘econ-
omic royalists” whom he used
long ago to berate. It boasts of’
the measures for relief of the un-
employed, the labor legislation,
etc. It does not mention that
Roosevelt’s crumbs of reform
never solved the problem of un-
employment; that in 1939, there
were still 11,500,000 jobless, of
whom a couple of million existed
on WPA wages ranging from $19
to $60 a month — as the saying
went, “not enough to live on and
just too much to die on.” It does
not mention that America’s work-
ers won, their collective bargain-
ing rights on thousands of picket
lines, in bitter battles where the
government sided with the em-
ployers, through the blood shed
by ‘labor’s martyrs.

This, at best, is all the capi-

on its record,” the first boast of

talist ;system, under Democratic

’Emplayment Of Women In Industry And
What I Means For The Working Class

By Antoinette Konikow
The First World War gave American women the right to

vote. Waving aside militant st

ticians said suffrage was granted to woman for her sacrifices

and good work during the war.

that this so-called gracious gift was presented to woman so that
she might become a bulwark against revolutionary tendencies.
The great revolutionary movement had started in Russia in
1917, crossed over to Germany, spread in England, and rum-
blings were heard in our own®

country. The reactionary lead-
ers hoped that women, having
neither political nor industrial
experience, could be counted

upon to support the old way of
living. a
GREAT EXPECTATIONS

Suffragists expected great
changes - from the woman’s vote.
For years suffragists in their ar-
dent struggle for women’s politic-
al rights had claimed that wom-
an’s suffrage by itself would
bring a saner, better, and juster
world. Man’s incompetence, they
claimed, was responsible for all
the social evils of the day. This
corrupt world is. a man’s world,
they said, and woman will rebuild
it on just, humane foundations.

Socialists even then made fun
of these claims.

The troubles of this world, we

Socialists have always assured the
workers, are not due to any con-
~ flict between the sexes — to a
" man’s world or a woman’s world.
Poverty, disease, corruption, war,
unemployment are due to econ-
omic causes; to the division of
humanity into two classes: the
boss class and the working class.
' " Women, like men, belong to both
classes, the possessing class and
the dispossessed. Women of the
rich class are generally satisfied

ruggles for voting rights, poli-

There is reason also to believe

on the
fields.
Woman’s suffrage has been a
great. disappointment to these
progressive elements. The twenty
or more years of woman’s suf-
frage has proved that the suffra-
gists’ interpretation of the
world’s evil was incorrect. Wom-
en’s influence in political life has
been hardly felt as a corrective
— indezd, it has too often ful-
filled the expectations of reaction-
ary political leaders, instead.

In many instances, woman’s
suffrage has turned into a farce.
Soon after suffrage was estab-
lished . in Texas, Governor Ferg-
uson’s corruption became so evil-
smelling that even his own crew
did ‘not dare put up “Pa” Fergu-
son as a candidate for re-election.
But they could nominate “Ma”
Ferguson — and she got the job,
to cover up for “Pa.”” This proce-
dure became popular. Look up tha
records of many women in Con-
gress and you will find that they
were nominated to replace their
hushands, who were either dead
or politically discredited.
“This use of woman’s suffrage
has become a bhoon for capitalist
peliticians — because it was much
easier to use the _same name, al-

industrial and political

defeating the progressive de-
mands of the Birth Control ad-
vocates.

Women have been more back-
ward politically than men because
until lately women’s work was
confined for the most part to the
home. Housework chains a wom-
an to the most discouraging, soul-
and-mind-killing, long-hour day!
Housework drudgéry keeps her
away from the great experiences
of industrial life, keeps her mind
centered on petty personal mat-
ters, hides from her the real
causes of life’s problems.
Housework is a stigma' of pov-
erty or near poverty. The poorer
the family, the bigger the task
of the wife and mother, since bet-
ter wages for the husband gives
her a chance to send out the
laundry, to buy labor-saving
devices, to indulge occasionally in
a restaurant meal. No wonder
that Hitler, ‘who tried his best to
keep women backward, proclaim-
ed that church, kitchen and chil-
dren are the woman’s sphere! But
under the economy of war, even
Hitler could not keep women at
home.

GREAT CHANGES

War forces women into indus-
try. For many years women had
entered gainful occupations, but
they had shunned industrial work.
Now ten million women in the
United States alone are working
in industry. This means a revolu-
tion in women’s lives. Factory
work taught man the divergency
between his own interests and the
interests of the bosses; it made
a union man of him, for the un-

ready well advertised.
POLITICALLY BACKWARD

with this world which gives them
wealth, leisure and security.

Women of the working -class;
the lower middle class and the :
farm group know the horrors of |ed arch-reactionary.

In Europe

A few prominent women like|ing his industry organized, and
Mrs. Astor in England or Claire |from there the next step was to
Lucs in our country, belong to the |learn that he was only a part of
possessing classes and have prov- | the working class fighting for its

ion was his best protector against
exploitation. From his local union
he learned the importance of hav-

ing for their husband’s boss, be-
cause by saving and skimping
women enable men to work for
less wages.
Work in the factory opens the
woman’s eyes. She knows now
that her boss makes big profits
out of her labor. She learns the
lessons of the class struggle —
and learns them in a shorter time
than did her husband and other
men workers. Woman had to go
through this same = industrial
schooling by which men learned,
in order to understand the pres-
ent system of living. Suffrage
alone was not enough to educate
her.
The Second World War has
drawn millions of women into
industry and made them potential
factors in the class struggle.
After the war is over, women will
again be told that their real place
is in the home. True, many wom-
en will be glad to return to their
home duties. simply because dur-
ing the. war, they had to combine
their industrial work with house-
work and child-care, and thus had
a double burden to carry.
However, women who have
spent many years in industry will
be different persons from the
women who had previously work-
ed “only for the family.” The
bigger aspects of the industrial
world will be clearer to them.
Organized labor must do its ut-
most to get these women into un-
ions while they are in industry.
If the unions lose this opportun-
ity, many industrially-trained and
misled women may become strike-
breakers in the future. Today,
the working woman has an open
mind. She may reach the right
conclusions by herself, but to
safeguard the future of the work-

,{rights. Industrial work made

unemployment and disease. They | where the labor movement before | men class-conscious.

are craving for a change in this|the advent of Fascism was quite
But there is something |advanced, the Socialists had many
"learn: To change this|brilliant ‘women representatives.
~here - in the United

world.
they must

world, one has to grasp the cause | However,
of evil, which is bossism, or capi- | States, women’s votes helped to
talism. Women and men workers | defeat socialist candidates in Mil-

have to fight together for a new |waukee; unquestionably prohibi-
system of living. Both must help |tion was supported by women’s
* to organize a Labor Party to com- | votes, and recently Catholic wom-
bat exploitation by Big Businessien assisted in Massachusetts in

Industrial work will awaken in
woman the same understanding
of her class interests. At home
she thought she was working for
herself, for her children, for her
husband. In her narrow view,
she often blamed her husband for
his lack of money. It may take
time until women learn that even
at honie they are actually work-

N
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ing class, this cannot be left to
chance. The value of trade-un-

or Republican guardianship, can
offer the American workers in the
future. The labor bureaucrats
who played their feeble and serv-
ile roles at the Democratic Party
convention betray the interests of
the workers when they seek to
portray Roosevelt, leader of the
Hagues, TFlynns, Kellys and
Southern Bourbons, and the fore-
most agent of capitalist imper-
ialism, as a “Friend of Labor.”

The only friends labor has are
in its own ranks. The only pro-
gram which can provide peace,
plenty and security for the work-
ers is one devoted solely to their
own class interests and directed
against the monopoly profiteers,
gangsters and parasites of the
capitalist class. In opposition to
the political tools of capitalism,
the Republican and Democratic
parties,: labor must: organize: its
own independent labor party.:

‘Peace-Loving’
Profiteers!

Big Business suffered a
sharp attack of ‘“‘peace jitters”
last week when news arrived
of the attempted coup d’etat by
the Junker militarists against
the Hitler regime and the
collapse of the Japanese cabinet
headed by Premier Tojo. Stocks
quoted on the N. Y. Stock Ex-
change dropped in value by
close to two billion dollars in
what the N. Y. Times described
as “the sharpest reaction on
the stock market in more than
three months.”

What the profit-bloated cap-
italists fear, said the Times, is

unrest- (within the Reich)
might easily lead to a shorten-
ed war on the Continent.”

These are the same capital-
ists who would have the work-
ers believe that this is a war
to destroy fascism and preserve
democracy.

that “any furtherance of the .

Fall of Tojo Gov't
Shows Sharpening
Of Crisis in Japan

(Confinued from page 1)

endured fearful war hardships. In
return for their sacrifices, the rul-
ing class held out to them the
prospect of victory, first against
China, then against the Anglo-
American imperialists, and a full-
er and more prosperous life
through the realization of grand-
iose plans of colonial conquest.

MILITARY DEFEATS

Today Japan is experiencing
the first' serious military defeats
in her modern history. The plan
of the Japanese imperialists for
a “Greater Kast Asia Co-Pros-
perity Sphere” is turning out to
be a mirage.

The tremendous sinkings of Jap-

cific.
oils are piled high on the wharves
of China’s ports. There are vast
accumulations of tin and rubber
at Singapore and Batavia, petrol-
eum ‘at Rangoon and Pelambang,
rice at Saigon and Bangkok. In-
ability to move these products be-

‘| cause of shipping shortages is ad-

ding to the already abnormal war
strains on Japan’s home {ront.
And the Japanese ©people are
growing hungrier and more rag-
ged, more desperate and rebelli-
ous, from day to day.

It is one of the great anom-
alies of the situation that, having
possessed herself of territories
which produce the greater part of
the world’s rubber, Japan has
been compelled to develop a large
synthetic rubber industry because
of inability to move sufficient
gquantities of the natural product
from her new colonies to the
homeland.

News sources in nearby neutral
countries furnish frequent reports
of the internal situation of Nauzi
‘Germany. There are no such neu-
tral sources close to Japan, and
the Japanese censorship is highly
effective. It is most difficult,
therefore, to gauge the reactions
of the Japanese masses to their
increasingly terrible plight.

MASS UNREST

However, we do know that there
is a strong undercurrent of mass
unrest which occasionally bursts
to the surface. Four months ago,
through the medium of Japanese
newspapers which somehow reach-
ed the outside world, we reported
the mounting war-weariness and
rebellion of the Japanese masses,
manifested in strikes and food
riots. (The Militant, April 1,
1944).

Japan’s ruling class has heeded
these warning signals, They de-
cided to make Tojo and his cab-
inet the scapegoat for all the mil-
itary failures and economic hard-
ships. - Tojo has been jettisoned
and his place as premier filled
by Gen. Koiso, former governor-
general of Korea. :

But a mere change of cabinet
will not even mitigate, much less
remove, the crisis which precip-

| itated Tojo’s ouster. .Japan’s rul-

ing clags is sitting on a social
volcano. Revolution is beginning
to loom on the horizon of the
Land of the Rising Sun.

CIO Heads at Convention
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By V.

The boys were talking it over
in the washroom. Slim, who
worries a lot about what he reads
in the papers, was saying, “Now
take this Bretton Woods Menetary
Conference. You ‘don’t know
what’s -going on there because
they just tell you what they want
you to know. But I reéad where
they kicked some big shot silver
man outf, of the meeting. That
could mean anything. But I figure
the big issue is gold. And that’s
something this country has got
alenty of.”

“Well, you can have my share
of it,” Shorty broke in.

“You tell ’em about the gold,
Pop,” said Fred with a wink at
Shorty.

The old boy crossed his legs
and began: “Well, sir, what’s gold
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any bigger. You could make a law
that an ounce of gold was worth
$70 instead of $35. And because
dollars are easy for the govern-
ment to print, that would be
simple enough. But $70 would just

all. The ounce of gold wouldn’t
be any bigger and would be worth
just as much butter and eggs as
before. Only the price -in dollars
would be doubled, S

Of course, many workers who
are a few hundred dollars in debt
think of this “cheap money” as a
way to beat the loansharks, be-
cause their debts are in dollars.
And once dollars were twice as
cheap, they .could pay up that
much easier. That part of it is
true to a certain .extent.

But what about your pay at the

equal what $35 did before. That’s -

anese ships by Allied naval action
is making it increasingly difficult
for Japan’s rulers to exploit the
rich colonial conquests of the ear-
ly months of the war in the Pa-
Raw cotton and vegetable

dnyway? You can’t eat it, you
can’t wear it, you can’t build no
houses with it. It’s just a yellow
metal that folks all get together
and say is valuable. Then they
fight over it, kill each other and
have wars about it. Now suppose
we made a law that gold wasn’t
valuable anymore and had slips
of paper made with so many
hours of labor printed on each
one. They’d only be good for a
month or two. No one would hoard
them and the big bankers wouldn’t
control things anymore. It’s as
simple as that.” '

NOT SO SIMPLE

But it isn’t as simple as that.
And the boys know it, even though
they do let Pop ramble on. In the
first place, it’s not the material
you get paid in that makes so
much difference. It’s how much of
it they pay you. Say you get paid
$35. That’s an ounce of gold. Scrap
iron.is about the same price per
ton. You'd certainly rather get
vaid in scrap if they gave you two
tons of it. You’d just turn around
and exchange it for two ounces of
old or $70.

You'd change it to gold because
that would be more convenient
than going to the grocer with a
ouple bushels of scrap for a
bunch of groceries, and to the
landlord, the butcher, the gas
ompany, etc. These people would
have no immediate use for the
crap either, although they too
would be glad to take it, if they
could turn and sell it at more
han the amount of your: bill.
You see, gold is a product of
abor, just like iron ore, steel, and
he things you make in the shop.
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place where there’s gold. It takes
more labor to make the mining

[

abor to get the 'gold out of the
ground under even the best con-
ditions. And there is a great deal
more labor involved in getting an
ounce of gold than there is in
stamping out an automobile fender
on number 3 press.

That’s why, even after mining
the ore, blasting the iron, making
the steel, rolling the sheet metal,
cutting to size, stamping out the
fender, hammering, polishing and
painting it, etc.—after all this, it
still has about the same value as
an ounce of gold. Both the fender
and the ounce of gold take about
the same amount of labor to
roduce.

We have to use something easy
to handle and dependable in value.
Gold retains its value much more
steadily than most other things.
Thus it not only has value by it-
self, but it supplies a measure of
value. For instance, you can say
that the wealth of the United
States is 400 billion dollars in
gold. Well, there isn’t that much
gold above the ground. And no
‘one would want to turn all the
wealth into gold anyway.

But the :factories, mines and
mills, if each were sold one at a
time, would exchange for 400 bil-
lion in gold. This would be
possible because the same gold
could beused over and over again.
You could just as easily say the
wealth amounted to 20 billion head
of cattle, except that the price of
beaf is changing so rapidly that
tomorrow morning you'd have to
change the figure.

It’s like the heat-treated plug
gages they use in the inspection
department. They're made in the
tool room with a two-ten-thou-

<

It takes a lot of labor to find al

shop? You'd still be producing as
many things as before. The boss
would be selling them for at least
twice as many dollars. And you
Would have to pay twice as many
dollars for everything you bought,
but you’d only be getting the old
amount of dollars in your check.
Result: You’d have to force the
boss to give you a hundred per
cent raise in dollars in order to be
as well off as you were before.

PRODUCTION DECISIVE

This whole attitude of Pop's
and people like him comes from
looking at things one-sidely. They
look at gold as the basis of the
whole capitalist system when it
is in reality only the necessary
medium of exchange or basis for
such a medium (currency).

It is true that domination of
money exchange and credit in-
creases the power of the ruling
lass and, extends it to the
arthest corners of ‘the earth. But
first and foremost, it is production’
that counts. If all the gold in the
world were annihilated at -one
stroke, doubtless a few financiers
ould go broke because they had
00 much of their wealth tied up
n gold at the momeént. But the
verwhelming bulk of their wealth
s a class is in the productive in-
ustries of the country. There,
millions upon millions of wage
laves like Pop and Shorty are
laboring day and night to increase
the wealth’ of this class. . .

That’s how they heap up their
millions and billibns=by ‘taking
the cream of what you produce
and leaving you the skim. You're
producing “gold” for them and
plenty of it. General Motors, for
instance, makes more money than
any gold niining company in the

-
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machinery, and it takes plenty of | world. The third of a million peo-

ple working for G. M. are paid an
amount of gold that equals only
a part of what they produce. The
rest is kept by the bosses and
turned into private swimming
pools, racing stables, champagne
baths and maybe a little gold. A
lot goes ‘back into production
too—to buy new factories and
machinery .so as to make still
greater profits in the future. s
A time also comes when there
is a tremendous surplus of goods
unsold, one of the main reasons
for this being that the worker
doesn’t get back what he produced,
whether he gets paid in gold,
airplane parts or peanuts. At such
a time the screwballs will rant
louder than ever about “the gold.”
As far as work-certificates
instead of money are concerned,
that is a big question—but it

‘might be enough to say it wouldn’t

be too bad an idea if the capital-
ists got certificates for “hours of
labor perfoimed.” In-such a case,
they wouldn’t eat very well. But
the people who propose the labor-
certificate idea don't usually have
that in mind. They look upon-it
as a safe and sane way to make
the same old boss system work,
where the boss continues to roll
up profits and still the worker can
be sure of a steady job and decent
life. Such a thing is impossible.
The “Work Certificate” is only
a substitute for the gold “certi-
ficate.” In both cases the yardstick
would be the amount of time work-
ed and the amount of skill in the
labor. And in both cases, just so
long as the bosses own the factory,
a robbery of the worker will take
place. When we, the workers, take
power, the whole produce of the
plant will be ours.

sandths of an inch tolerance. For

CIO President Philip Murray (left) and Sidney Hillman, head
of the CIO Political‘ Action Committee, photographed at the Demo-

ionism must be taught to her.

Capitalism created the working
class, which is historically hound
to overthrow capitalism in turn.
In the Second World War, capi-
talism has brought forth'an army
of women wage earners, who
previously had heen far away
from the battlefield of labor. Now
women work side by side with
.men, women have joined the in-
dustrial army, women are due teo
become fighting members of the
working class.

cratic National Convention on July

18, as they vainly tried to get

the PAC program adopted by the Resolutions Committee,
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quite a long period of time they
provide a dependable measure of
slots and holes that have to be
just right. You couldn’t use your
finger or a scale, or your naked
eye. But you can use the same
gage again and again to measure
thousands of parts. And you use
a small number of gages when you
consider the hundreds of thou-
sands of items that pass in and
out of the inspection department
to be tested. :

Some people, who think more or
less the way Pop does, want to
make a law changing the value
of gold. But you couldn’t make
gold any easier to find, any easier
to mine or carry across the ocean
just by passing a law. You could
call a 365 thousandths plug gage

True, gold and money will
begin to lose their importance at
the very first toll of capitalism’s
death knell. But it will take some
time before world production is so
enormous, and people’s material
wants so well taken care of, that
it becomes a matter of indif-
ference whether gold or wampum
is used for exchange.

Yes, only under a Workers’
Government will money begin to
lose its importance. But we don’t
want to lose sight of the main
issue right now, which isn’t the
money or the gold, but the bosses’
private monopoly of our means of
livelihood—his power of life and

a 665 but that wouldn't make it

successful there, it will be easy
to adjust the system of exchan

death over us. It is on this road.
our struggle lies. When we are




~ ¢would remove those in power
. whose policies make an NAACP

¥ capitalist parties.

SATURDAY, JULY 29, 1044

THE

MILITANT

—EIVE

@

LABOR. W.

T h e BRANDED’
Negro

There was much controversy at
the recent N.A.A.C.P. Conference
-as to whether the organization
should take any position on the
question of the November elec-
tions. The big-wigs of the Asso-
ciation had previously come out
with an official statement assert-
ing a strictly non-partisan stand.
At the conference, however, one
or two speeches obviously at-
tempted to direct the Negro vote
toward the Democratic Party.

Heated objections were then
raised by many of the delegates
who stated that the organization
should remain alcof from pol-
itics. What -they really meant,
it developed, was that they ob-
‘Jected to being whipped into line
behind an administration that has
continued to permit such unjust
oppression of the brown people—
particularly in the army.

. As far as the general question
of political participation is con-
cerned, it should  be obvious to
everyone that the avowed aims of
the NAACP can only be attained
through a pelitical change. Every
one of the wrongs daily suffered
by us is the result of something
being permitted, denied or ignored
by those in political power. If we

necessary then we must not only
enter the political arena but we
must also take an active part in
that nhase of the struggle.

The “no politics” edict was a
bureaucratic one and was intend-
‘ed to benefit the top officials who
are more -interested in “keeping
harmony” in the organization so
‘as to maintain and increase the
‘membership roll than in carrying
out a fighting program. The non-
participation policy will eertainly -
hog-tie this potentially militant
organization as far as the politi-
cal field is concerned.

Once we enter the fight, how-
ever, we must make sure we are
doing battle on the right side.
For example, at the Conference
many of the delegates in favor
of political action were also in
favor of Roosevelt and his Dem-
ocratic Party. This, regardless of
the fact that the brown masses
are largely fed up on both major
It is only' An.
illusion to see Roosevelt as “more
liberal” and therefore the ‘lesser
of the two evils.” He, just like
Dewey, invariably represents the
ruling class. His “liberalism” is
bait to further ensnare the work-
ers for capitalist exploitation. The
‘working people need their own
independent party to fight for
them in the political field just as
.you need your union to fight for
you in the shop.

The NAACP should support
only labor parties and where
they do not exist it should urge
the labor movement to embark
on independent political action,
assuring this voyage the full sup-
port of the brown workers. The
sooner this strategy is begun the
sooner will we be on the road
to genuine equality. No support
to the capitalist parties!

Sidelights

" Sailors promoted to Petty Of-

= By Charles Jackson
The NAACP and Politics

“LABOR WITH A WHITE éKIN CAN-
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERR

ITH A BLACK SKIN
' == KARL MARX.
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Struggle

the privilege of wearing the in-
signia thereof because of the color
of their skin. i

The 477th ' Bombers are in
trairing in South Carolina. Thete
are 40 air fields within a 500 mile
range that they are to land on in
case of an emergency. This does
not hold true, however, for the
more darlily colored trainees. They
are barred from all but two
landing fields in this same area.

Captain Reynolds, “discharged”
from the army after urging inte-
gration of all soldiers, speaking
from experience and observation:
“A soldier, trained to shoot and
stab to kill, is not going to re-
turn to a second class status with-
out noticeable protest.”

A militant young officer appeal-
ing for action by the Conference:
“You are given to understand that
there are three kinds of Lieuten-
ants in the army -— 1st Lieuten-
ants, 2nd Lieutenants and colored
Lieutenants.”

Judge Hastié: “In regard to the
brutalizing of soldiers by South-
ern civilians and ‘law’ officers,
the conditions are much worse
than a year ago. On the other
hand, there.is even less disposi-
tion on the part of the Depart-
ment of Justice to prosecute these
offenders under the existing fed-

eral laws.”
. % %

The most recent in a long
string of unprosecuted murders
committed by southern bus driv-
ers against mnorthern brown sol-
diers “who are a little tardy in
moving ' back to the rear seats
when so commanded, occurred in
Durham last week. Editorialized
the Afro-American, only paper of
its kind to recently advocate con-
structive action: “Disarm Dixie
Bus Drivers . . . if the War Dep't
can’t persuade (?) the bus com-
panjes to do this then it should
permit soldiers to carry side arms
with which to protect themselves.
While awaiting action of bus com-
panies and the War Department,
soldiers might take matters in
their own hands by disarming bus
drivers themselves . . if they
must ride with potential killers.”
Contrast the above with the fol-
lowing ‘Conference conversation,

""TE18" the question and answer
period following Judge Hasties’
militant talk. A woman delegate
from Pittsburgh ohtains the floor:
“What can we mothers do through
this organization about our teen
age boys who have been drafted to
train for mass murder fighting

not enjoy over here? When we
hear how they are being insulted,
beat and shot in the South and
we know that it is not right
what can we do? My son has
been through this  bitter experis
ence and is overseas now risking
his life for something he can’t
have over here. My question, I
repeat, is what" can I DO about
this injustice?”

Judge Hastie, speaking for the
NAACP, an organization com-
posed of around 500,000 militant
rank and file members: “My dear
lady, not being facetious but with
all sincerity, I say to you that the
only thing you can DO is to pray |

-ficers have reported being denied

for your son’s safe return.”
y

We don’t support Stalinism, we
support the workers’ statz. We
support what remains of the
greatest revolution in the history
of mankind because we never
abandon a conquest while it still
has life in it. The worst and most
despicable affliction—the charae-
teristic malady of petty-bourgeois
radicals—is this - propensity to
give up a battle before it is lost.
Trotsky said, those who will not
defend an old conquest will never
be capable of fighting for new
ones. The Soviet Union remains
the greatest conquest of the
proletariat in all its history.lIn
spite of everything, it still stands.
The Soviet workers know this.
They still give the world a
demonstration of heroism, of
capacity for sacrifice, such as they
could not even dream of in those
countries where the workers do
not feel that they have anything
to fight for.

When we see what is done by
those Soviet workers today, after
all these years of strangulation
by the bureaucracy, after all
these ' years of bureaucratic
-degeneration, we get a glimpse
of the boundless power of the
proletarian revolution. We can see
““what miracles of energy will be
released by the _proletariat of
" Europe whei it finally unites with
the Russian proletariat on the

revolutionary program. W hat
. could the state of- the world be

THE PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION
DRIVES FORWARD

T0 VICTORY

little more energy and capacity
in the vanguard of the prole-
tariat to lead Germany to a
successful  proletarian revolu-
tion! All the objective conditions
for the victory were present; only
the leadership waslacking.
Imagine the wunion of Soviet
Russia and Soviet Germany as an
economic and military power, with
all the irresistible moral force
that would be generated by such
a 'union.
If the German revolution had
not been defeated, if it had suc-
ceeded, we wouldn’t be standing
here today discussing the pro-
gram of overthrowing American
imperialism. We would more likely
be discussing ways and means of
finishing up the struggle against
the remnants of the counter-
revolution. The fact that the work-
ers in Russia took power, the fact
that they had a party able to lead
the victorious struggle for power
—this gives us the assurance for
all time that the workers are
capable of producing such a party
and such a leadership in other
countries and on an international
scale. Even if the revolution failed
once and twice, history is still
pushing relentlessly in the direc-
tion of its eventual victory.
(From “The Workers and the
Second World War,” by James P.
Cannon, pp. 16-17. Pioneer Pub-
lishers, 1942; 48 pp. 10c. Order
from . Pioneer = Publishers, 116

today if there had been just a

University PL, N. Y. 3, N.Y)

for a democracy which they do t

(Continued from page 1)

of the two principal supports for
his military-police dictatorship.
The police apparatus of Himmler
has evidently become the sole in-
strument for the defense of Hit-
ler’s rule. ‘
According to the official Nazi
news  agency DNB, the #plot
against Hitler’s regime centered
within a part of the German High
Command and emanated from the
Wilhemstrasse itself. This fact is
confirmed by the announced purge
of ex-Chief of Staff Beck and by
the silence of such recently re-
moved generals as Halder, von
Rundstedt, von Brauchitsch and
others. These Junker Generals and
their co-conspirators, it is re-
ported, attempted to seize gov-
ernment offices in Berlin, taks
over the broadeasting and com-
munications systems, oust the
Nazis and assume undisputed
control of the armed forces.

HITLERISM DOOMED

The latest Nazi reports claim
that the first phase of the revolt
has been crushed. But even if Hit-
ler, by a supreme effort at bloody
suppression, manages to gain a
reprieve, the sentence of death
on Nazi rule has been pronounced
and will shortly be carried out.
Hitler’s days are numbered. His
regime has entered upon its death
agony. Nothing can now save it
from ‘annihilation.

The revolt of the German Gen-
erals means but one thing: an im-
portant section of the German
ruling class is convinced that the
imperialist war is lost and that
desperate measures are raquired
to save their power, property and
privileges from totai destruction.
All" aroind them they feel the
fierce class hatred of the war-
wearied masses. They are in fear
of proletarian revolt. They are
now sezking to save their skins
by dumping Hitler and making a
deal with the Allied imperialists.
Thus, those who helped raise Hit-
ler to power, the possessing
classes and their Junker leaders,
now hope to pursue the course fol-
lowed by King Victor Emmanuel
and Marshal Badoglio, who aban-
doned Mussolini and embraced the
Allies when they felt ths hot
breath of the Italian revolution
on their necks.

Both the Nazi and the  Allied
propagandists picture the Ger-
man situation as though the
masses are playing no active and
independent role in these colossal
events. No less an authority than
Marshal Badoglio seeks to assure
the world that the Junker Gen-
erals, headed by Von Rundstedt,
“had planned the revolt and that
he people had no part in it.”

Hanson Baldwin wired from
Lisbon: “There is no real evidence
of any popular revolutionary

movement in Germany.” (N. Y.
Times Magazine, July 23.)

MASSES ARE MOVING

These wishful reassurances are

completely false. It is the actions

and attitudes of the masses above

all which have produced the

present Nazi crisis. The German

people . are utterly weary of the

war and crave for peace. They can

no longer endure the hunger,

tortures and miseries, the whole-
sale destruction and millions of!
casunalties imposed by five years

of war. They have observed the|
lessons of the Italian events. The

attempted overthrow of Hitler

occurs just one year after Mus-

solini’s downfall. The destruction

of Italian fascism spreads appre-

hension throughout Nazidom. The
German people could not fail but
think: If Mussolini went, can Hit-

ler be far behind? How easy it
was to get rid of the dictator. If
the Italian workers could do it,
why not we?

The proletarian stirrings within

Germany have been repeatedly
noted during the past year by The

Militant, which has published

numerous reports of strikies and
demonstrations in the Reich. A
month after Mussolini’s over-

throw, on August 28, we reported
that “serious strikes have broken
out in the Ruhr factories. The
strikes which have s pread
throughout the entire area re-
sulted in a series of searches in
which it was hoped to find the
ringleaders. As these proved
fruitless, the Nazis shot 100
workers out of hand, most of them
foreigners.” A strike of 30,000
Berlin workers last February was
reported in a Danish underground
paper, issued in March, which said
the strike was intended as a
peace demonstration.

INTERNATIONALISTS

On March 25 the Stockholm
correspondent of the N. Y. Times
reported: “For the first time
since pre-Nazi ‘days, organized
Communist activities are taking
place in Cermany.” A subsequent
dispatch told of “the first under-
ground Communist convention
‘somewhere in Germany. The
‘convention’s aim was to establish
a Communist trade union central
body. This is reported to have.
beén done. Communist ‘cells’ have

been.formed in many German in-
dustrial centers. . . The German
Communists are 'said to be in-
ternatidhalists, or as they would
be called in Moscow, Trotskyites.”

Coupled with these accounts
have come reports of mass deser-
tions of troops and their refusal
to fight, especially on the Soviet
front, where the largest number
of prisoners have been captured
since Stalingrad. The uninter-
rupted retreats and defeats, with
the German army verging on com-
plete collapse, indicate that the
German soldiers no longer have
heart to continue the imperialist
struggle.

We have it on the authority of

the Nazis themselves that the
same conditions which
the overthrow of Mussolini and
precipitated the continuing re-
volutionary struggle of the Ital-
ian workers, today are at work in
Germany. Hitler himself com-
pared the militarist conspiracy to
“that in Italy.” Field Marshal
Von Kluge, in his order to the
troops in  Normandy, openly
stated: “For us there will be no
repetition of the year 1918 or of
the example set hy Italy.”
In addition to the growing
revolt within Germany and its
armed” forces, there are. other
powerful blows hammering at the
Nazi regime. Revolts ‘are explod-
ing  throughout the occupied
countries, which the Nazis are
finding increasingly hard to sub-
due. The resistance in France,
Belgium -and Holland, the irrve-
concilahle insurrectionary strug-
gles of the workers in North Italy
and the- general strikes in Den-
mark have dealt telling blows to
the Nazis. The general strikes in
Denmark, so close to home, and
the concessions wrested by  the
Danish and Italian workers from
the Wehrmacht itself, have  dis-
closed the ' increasing weakness
of the Nazi power.

The European revolution is
spreading to the very heart of

the continent. Following the
revolutionary - developments in
Italy, the. imperialist war is

bound to be transformed into a
civil war of the classes, centering
in Germany. All the necessary
political’ conditions aré being
prepared for the uprising of the
mighty German proletariat. The
Junker attempt to oust the Nazis
a-n~d: the terroristic counter-
measures have exposed the sharp
cleavages within Germany’s ruling
circles :and the enfeeblement of
the Nazi regime. It can never
recover from such blows.

These évents cannot but serve
as a signal to the German work-
ing masses that their opportunity
to smash the whole oppressive,
murderous  capitalist - Junker
system has come. These events
will embolden the workers and

led to|]

Mortal Crisis Convulses The Hitler Regime;
Revolutionary Upsurge Impe

S

Hitler and His Chief of Staff

Adolf Hitler and his personal chief of staff, Col. Gen. Alfred
Jodl, reported injured in the attempted assassination of Hitler.

spur them forward to more
vigorous . and extensive actions
against Hitler and his gangsters.
The wuprising of the German
toilers is inevitabls.

JUNKER AIMS

It is in the hope of forestalling
or crushing this uprising and
salvaging their own powers and
privileges; that the Junker mili-
tarists, the bankers and big busi-
ness men now s2ek to discard
their outworn tool, Hitler, set up
a Badoglio type regime and make
a counter-revolutionary deal with
the. Allied imperialists. As PM,
the New York daily, points out:
“Diplomatic sources in Ankara
told the United Press the Junkers
had tried to stage a ‘conservative
revolution’ to curry favor with
the U.S.A, and Britain and guard
against a Communist outbreak
inside Germany.”

Th= Allies, of course, welcome
these manifestations of disin-
tegrating German military power.
But they, too, dread the inde-
pendent revolutionary action of
the German masses. Stalin shares']
these fears of the Anglo-American
imperialists. Roosevelt and Chur-
chill seek the establishment of
another reactionary regime fol-
lowing the elimination of Hitler.
This was indicated by the official
Allied statement on the revolt
radioed by the British Broadcast-
ing Company, . which endorsed
“the judgment of the generals if
not their motives” and offered to
“accept capitulation from whom-

ever is in bosition te effect it and
is prepared to carry it out.”
Churchill has ‘made it clear that

“whomever” does mnot include a
revolutionary workers  govern-
ment.

Above all, the Allied imperial-
ists fear that when the masses
take mattars into their own hands,
they will sweep away not only the
Nazis but the entire German
capitalist- ruling class who im-
posed Hitler upon them and
draggzad them into the monstrous
imparialist war. The Allies there-
fore have already made it clear
that they intend to dismember
Germany and ecrush the German
revolution,

But the German workers will
not overthrow Hitlerism in order
to be saddled with another crush-
ing Verszilles Treaty or a capital-
ist dictatorship supported by
‘Anglo-American bayonets and the
counter - revolutionary Kremlin.

The German working class has a|work or coming home, I see the
hercic tradition of revolutionary |streets filled with kids playing,
struggle. They will fight to com- |skinny litt'e white kids and little
plete the revolutionary tasks left|colored kids with their great
unfiflished after the last war be- | bright eyes and beautiful smiles.
cause of the shameful betrayals|l see the dirt in the streets, the
of the Social-Democrats, and the | broken bottles and trash, and I
the | see the automobiles that are a

Stalinists to the Nazis in 1932-33. | constant danger to kids.

ecowardly capitulation of
They will press forward to a
Socialist Germany and a Secialist
United States of Europe. Together
with the insurgent ‘workers and
pezsants of ‘all Europe they have
the possibilities and power this
time to carry their revolution
through to the end.

(Continued from page 1)

lin D. Roosevelt, who likes to
think of himself as having fallen
heir to the mantle of Wilson,

The counter-revolutionary ma-
chinations of Churchill-Roosevelt
are embraced in the formula of
“unconditional surrender” of Ger-
many — and Japan—which came
out of the Casablanca conference.
‘What does this formula mean?

SUPER-VERSAILLES

- It embraces plans for a super-
Versailles treaty, in otheér words
a “peace” more monstrous than
the robber “peace” imposed on
Germany after the last war. It
means reparations, inflation, econ-
omic ruin more terrible than that
which the Germans have already
experienced once at the hands of
the ‘“democratic” imperialists, It
means the dismemberment of Ger-
many (already East Prussia. has
been marked down as a prize for
the Polish capitalists). It means
the Balkanization of the whole
European continent where the cry-
ing need is for economic and
political unity.

Above all it embraces plans for
preventing the German and Eur-
opean workers from taking their
destinies into their own hands,
driving out the criminal capital-
ists, and establishing their own
socialist rule. This is confessed
by Unitéd States News, author-
itative mouthpiece of Big Busi-
ness, which in its latest issue says
that the “first U. S.-British ob-
jective will be to prevent violent
revolution after a German defeat,
to prevent loss of political power
by - business-financial groups” —
the very same class that nourish-
ed Nagzism and brought it to
power! ;

Leng ‘ago Churchill declared
that -the Atlantic Charter, with
its promise of self-determination,
did not apply to Germany. And
in the House of Commons on
‘July 18 he made clear the counter-

conditional surrender” formula.
Labor Member Rhys Davies
asked Churchill whether the Al-
lies had considered the. possibility
that “the workers of Germany
might overthrow the present re-
gime and replace it by a Commun-
ist one as an alternative .to un-
conditional surrender.”

COMMUNIST GERMANY

Churchill replied that he was
aware of the possibility, but add-
ed that “he would rather not be
drawn into a discussion: of the
treatment that would be accorded
to such a regime.”

Rhys Davies then asked Chur-
chill: “May we take it that the
British Government will not do
with a Communist Germany what
Mr. Churchill and his governmeiit
did when the Bolsheviks emerged
in Russia at the end of the last
war?” 5

- Churchill answered: “I would
not like to go into this matter,
but I am quite sure the German
criminals have no right to escape
merely by embracing the Com-
munist faith.”

This scoundrelly identification
of the Nazi regime with the Ger-
man workers is the device by
means of which Churchill-Roos-
evelt intend to justify their com-
ing intervention against the so-
cialist revolution in Germany.

The real German criminals —
Hitler and his Nazi gang, the
Prussian Junkers who up till now
have supported the Nazi regime,
the German capitalists who nurt-
ured Nazism and brought it to
power—are certainly not goin to
embrace the “Communist faith.”
The bestia], totalitarian rule of
the Nazis was precisely their al-
ternative to Communism.

THE REAL CRIMINALS

‘Who, then, are the “criminals”
who will attempt to “escape” by
“embracing the Communist
faith?” Churchill obviously is re-
ferring to the working-class of

re‘vomggngrymeaning of the “un-

Imperialist Bandits Scheming
To Destroy German Revolution

has borne the scourge of Nazism
— the same working-class which
was struggling against the Nazi
enslavers while <Churchill was
busy praising Mussolini and Hit-
ler as the “saviors” of Europe.
It is not the real German crim-
inals whom Churchill is intent
on punishing. The Prussian
Junkers are already moving to
make peace with the Allied im-
-perialists in order to save them-
selves and the properties of the
monopolists and landlords from
the avenging arm of socialist rev-
olution. And the Anglo-American
imperialists will show no more
hesitation . in .uniting with the
forces of German reaction than]
they did in uniting with the Ital-
ian monarchy, militarists, and ca-
pitalists to save Italy for capital-
ism.

This is their perspective, this
their plan. Churchill’s refusal to
promise that there would be no
intervention against a Communist
Germany is the clearest possible
threat that intervention is in-
tended and planned.

STALINIST ATTITUDE

Stalin and the Soviet bureau-
cracy, for their own reasons, are
parties to the schemings of the
imperialists to dismember Ger-
many and render . the country
prostrate. In a violent, chauvin-
istic diatribe directed not against
Hitler and his bloody gang, not
against the Junker generals, not
against the German capitalists,
but against the German nation as
a whole, including its great
working-class, Ilya FEhrenburg,
one of Stalin’s leading journalistic
prostitutes, wrote this week:

“Hitlerite Germany will be
driven to her knees not by in-
surgent officers, but by ourselves
and our Allies. We don’t trust the
Germans neither the intelligentsia
nor the silly ones, neither the
blind nor those who have recov-
ered- their sight. We trust our
tanks and -bullets. Our troops

Germany which for eleven Jears

g
¥

1 for him. Well, by luck there were

move faster than the consciences

To His Son In

By Theodore Kovalesky

Dear Joey:

Only part of this letter is writ-
ten to you, because you are only
one of my kids. 1 guess that
sounds queer to you... and I don’t
mean poor little Dick either,
when I say that you're only one
of them. You'll find, I think, that,
when a man gets to be a father,
he becomes somewhat of a father
to ALL kids if he’s any kind of
a father at ail

I'll tell you what brought this
on. When I came home from
work yesterday, Gus Miller's lit-
tle Kid came running out to meet
me and wanted to know if there
was anything in my lunch pail

a couple of Mom’s cookies that I
hadn’t eaten, and 1 gave them to
him. But it gave me a little
shock, I thought of the way you
used to come running out to see
what I had left for you... and I
remembered the way .1 used to
meet my old man when he was
coming home dead tired after a
twelve hour shift. And that is
what started me thinking about
kids in general.

You see, kids don’t have much
of a chance in the world today,
and they don’t have much fun,
not the kind of fun they should
have. Look back, Joey. How
much sunshine do you remem-

nds In Germany
Letter From A Steelworker

The Service

and Dick was only eight. We told
you how things were, and you
seemed to understand, although
that disappointed look in your
eyes cut me at the time. But
little Dick couldn’t understand at
all. - He'd been looking in the
toy store windows and hoping
and expecting -— and then, a tiny
bunch of dry branches that you
could hardly call a Christmas tree
and a couple of cheap tin toys!
We never thought the poor little
kid would stop crying. Mom cried
too, and T had a tough time keep:
ing from it. '

And then there was the time
that big, sneering cop came
around to the house and told us
that you were down at the police

ber? How old were you when you
knew, really KNEW what a forest
or a mountain or a cow looked
like? If you dig up some old
Bureau of Agriculture Bulletins,
you'll find that little pigs need
plenty of sunshine and green
grass and playing around in the
fresh air if they're going to grow
up healthy.- How much sunshine
and fresh air and green grass do
children have today? How much
did you have?

DANGERS TO KIDS

Every day when I am going to

It makes me think of little Dick
and of the time they carried his
poor broken little body into the
house that hot July day back in
1936, after he had rum out into
the street in front of a car. I
couldn’t forgive myself then wher
Dick died. I kept thinking, “What
kind of a father am I that 1
can’t give my kids a decent place
where they can grow up?’ . . .
but, all the time, I guess I really
knew that I was doing all I could
like hundreds of thousands of
other factory workers whose pay
envelopes just weren’t big enough |
to buy their kids an even chance
in life. But sometimes a manp
feels so hemmed in that he almost
goes crazy, when he’s GOT tc
have money for his family, and
he CAN'T get it!

I almost always think back to
the depression, when I see the
kids. I remember Christmas
time in 1931 . .. a few cheap five
and ten cent store toys for you
and Dick. You were twelve then,

of the Fritzies. It is to be ex-
pected that the Germans will un-
derstand everything when we
reach the gatés of Berlin.”

SLANDERS WORKERS

Denying that the attempted:
coup against the Nazi regime
showed any indication of a ‘“‘peo-
ple’s” movement in Germany, Eh-
renburg declared: “People are
needed for a people’s movement,
but nobody is left in Germany but
Fritzies and Gretchens — a cow-
ardly greedy mass that can neith-
er think nor feel.”

This vile slander of the great
German  working-class, which
gave evidence of 1its courage,
class-consciousness and will to
struggle in two postwar uprisings,
which battled with high courage
against the Nazis, and which now
shows signs of resuming the rev-
clutionary battle for socialism,
gives a measure of the infamy to
which the Stalinist gang has sunk
and plainly indicates the counter-
revolutionary program of Stalin-
ism on the European continent.

The reference to the “cowardly,
greedy mass” is part of the
ideological preparation f o r
strangling the German revolu-
tion, which Stalin plans to carry
out—if he can—in league with
Churchill and Roosevelt. Well he
knows that the flames of a Ger-

man socialist revolution - will
kindle anew the still glowing
embers of  Russia’s glorious

October and nave the way for the
overthrow of the usurping Soviet

station for stealing a bike. You
scared me then, Joey. The bottom
dropped right out of the world.
I wasn’t sore at you, I just got
that helpless, crazy feeling again,
because I knew that the only rea-
son that you stole was that you
WANTED a bike and couldn’t get
it any other way, because your.
dad couldn’t afford to get you
one.

But I was scared stiff. I didn’t
know where it would end, because
that’s the way it generally starts,
a stolen bike, then something big-
ger, and finally a whole life shot
to hell.. That’s how Angie DiRosa

| got started, and he ended up with

his blood pouring down an east
side gutter two weeks before your
induction.

ANGIE DIROSA

And Angie was one of the finest
kids in the neighborhood, smart
and a born leader. People don’t.
talk much about him any more,
and old man DiRosa has never
been the same since the cops
killed Angie, but who was to
blame? Was Angie just no good,
too lazy to get an honest job like
the newspapers tried to make out?
Angie never had a chance; neith-
er did you, Joey, but you were
lucky. Some of these other kids
I see running around the streets
every day are going to be lucky
too, — but some won’t.

I've always been able to talk
to. you, Joey, so I can say what
I'd like to tell all the other kids
in the world. - All of us here in
‘the factories and mills who are
fighting as hard as we can for
Yetter conditions are fighting for
the kids. We're struggling as hard
as we can to keep that sick, dis-
appointed look off the faces of
our kids. We're fighting to bring
them the strong, healthy bodies
that only good food, sunshine,
and fresh air will give them.

FOR ALL KIDS

We're fighting to keep them
out of the filth and dangers of
the streets, to keep them out of
the jails and reform schools. We
fight, not each merely for his own
kids, but for all kids -— those
hollering and scampering around
the streets today and those not
yvet born, that. they may have a
world fit for them to grow up in.
Take care of yourself, Joey.
We need you back here in the
union. . ;
Love from Mom,

Your pal,
Dad

O A

Buy “The héi]iianit;
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To defend the USSR as
the main fortress of the
world proletariat, against
all assaults of world im-
perialism and of interns)
counter-revolution, is the
most important duty of
every class-conscious

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

p P ——

o
JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. Military training of workers, financed
by the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
mnions, to train workers te become

officers. ’

drafied into the army.

8. Full equality for Negroes in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
. . i
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control.

5. A rising scale of wages to meet the
rising cost of living. ‘

6. Workers Defense Guards against vig:
ilante and fascist attacks. o

7. An Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern-

ment, . '

The defense of the Soviet Union

against imperialist attack.

: gn

MCF Policy

When the Michigan Committee for the Promo-
" tion of a Farmer-Labor Party issued its call for
“a conference to establish a “new political party,”
it was addressed primarily to groups standing out-
“side of the labor movement who, by their compo-
sition and social position in the community, could
“only play a subsidiary role. In commenting on the
conference call The Militant, February 19, express-
ed the opinion “that some union militants were
being enticed by the prospects of a short cut to
the formation of a-labor party by skipping over
-the head of the Michigan CI0.” We pointed out the
“danger that in their impatience to get on with
the formal organization of a labor party, the mili-
“tants will be led into taking precipitate and prema-
ture action.” Today advanced workers in Michi-
gan realize that without the firm support of signi-
ficant sections of the union movement it is impos-
sible to establish a genuine labor party.

Writing in The Call, (March 17), Kenneth
“Rogers giggled over the fact that “the revolution-
‘ary followers of Leon Trotsky. . . warn the pro-
gressives, who are now organizing in the hope of
building a real farmer-labor party in the midwest
state, they must proceed slowly,” and attempt to
win the ranks of the Michigan ClO over to their
support. These people, whose funny-bone is tickled
by the idea that the primary requisite for building
a labor party is the support of labor, hope to gather
together a motley group of professors, preachers,
YMCA secretaries, women’s clubs, students, co-ops,
. etc., give this outfit a “labor” facade, and pass it
off as a “real farmer-labor party.” In reality, such
an approach can lead only to the formation of pale
carbon copies of Norman Thomas’ anemic “all-
inclusive” Socialist Party.

In contradistinction to these political-adventurers
and their “experimental” politics, The Militant
takes a serious attitude toward the movement for
independent working class political action. We at-
tempt to gauge the sentiment of the workers, to
analyze the movement, to point the direction of
its development. We are no sideline critics. We sup-
port every advance of the progressive workers to-
ward independent political action. When the Michi-
gan Commonwealth Federation was launched, we
greeted the new party as a step in the right direc-
tion.

We said then: “Any new movement organized
to’break the political monopoly of the American

2. Trade union wages for all workers

capitalist class, must be prepared to cope with the

furious onslaught that will be launched against it
from all sides. . . The new political movement can
only grow, however, and come to fruition, it can
achieve its high promise, only if it sets forth an
unambiguous fighting program that answers the
needs of the workers and poor farmers and then
steadfastly adheres to this program regardless of the
opposition.”

Those leaders of the MCF who under cover of a
fake militancy refused to conduct a real struggle
for the support of the union ranks during the for-
mation of the MCF, revealed at the Michigan CIO
convention the true source of their hesitancy and
false policy. They fear to clash with the top CIO
bureaucrats. They neglected to organize their for-
ces. They failed to appeal to the convention for

. endorsement, failed to present their own program,

and even failed to put up a fight against the per-
fidious program of the Hillman-Thomas Political
Action Committee. Hammond, chairman of the
MCEF, was concerned with independent political ac-
tion only AFFER the coming election campaign.
The militants who have devoted so much energy
to the creation of the Michigan Commonwealth,
Federation do not, we are sure, agree with Ham-
mond’s methods. They know that the MCF can
function as an organizing center to carry the strug-
gle for labor’s independent political action into
every local CIO union in the state of Michigan.
They know that the sentiment for the formation
of an Independent Labor Party is bound to grow
as the perfidy of the “friends of labor” in the
camp of Democrats and Republicans becomes more
flagrant in- the critical period ahead. This senti-
ment must be organized to win a majority of the
Michigan labor movement to the support of labor’s
own political party. Only upon the foundation of
the trade union movement can an Independent La-
bor Party be built which'is worthy of the name.
That is the task of the coming MCF convention.

Empty Promises

According to a report appearing in the July 15
issue of the United Automobile Worker, out of
13,000 workers formerly employed at the two plants
ol the Brewster Aeronautical Corporation, only 500
remain. Of the thousands “disemployed” by the
Brewster shut-down, a majority have been com-
pelled to take jobs at sharp reductions in pay,
while some are still out of work. Of the many prom-
ises made the Brewster workers during their dram-
atic “sit-in” demonstration not one has been ful-
filled. Administration spokesmen promised to rush
legislation through Congress before its adjourn-
ment providing for severance pay, unemployment
compensation, etc. Congress adjourned for the elec-
tion campaign sidetracking all “reconversion” leg-
islation with the exception of the George-Murray
Contract Termination Bill which provides gener-
ous cash payment to war contractors.

Spokesmen for Roosevelt promised to overhaul
the government’s contract termination policies. The
WPB promised to investigate the possibility of new
contracts for Brewster. The Navy Department
promised to see what could be done about another
Navy contract. It was these promises which finally
“convinced” Frankensteen, head of the UAW-CIO
Aircraft Division, to call .off the demonstration.

The “sit-in” was called off, -said Frankensteen,
because “he was convinced that the intervention of
President Roosevelt, James F. Byrnes, Director of
Economic Stabilization, a Senate subcommittee and
other Federal Officials wouid bring early re-em-
ployment to the 13,500 employes facing dismissal.”
Frankensteen, being a Democratic politician, is a
great believer in “promises,” especially when they
are made by the leaders of his own party.

The Navy Department, however, dominated by
Wall Street “admirals,” is unconcerned with the
fulfillment of such promises. Following the pat-
tern established in the Brewster shutdown the Navy
Department recently cancelled the contract of the
Burchell Products Corporation, “disemploying” 900
workers on three hours notice. This was followed
by a Navy Department “cutback” at the Worth-
ington Pump and Machinery Corporation which
“disemployed” 1,500 workers at Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts. While the Burchell workers staged a pro-
test meeting in front of the plant, the Worthing-
ton Pump workers followed the example of Brew-
ster and staged a “sit-in” appealing to Roosevelt
for a restoration of their jobs. ;

Experience has already shown that while the
“sit-in” demonstrations dramatize the plight of
workers thrown out of jobs, by themselves they
are insufficient to combat the growing unemploy-
ment. Sit-ins are only one weapon in the program
of economic and political action labor needs to
achieve its aims.

To win the demands put forward by the Brew-
ster and Worthington Pump workers in their dem-
onstrations, the entire labor movement must un-
dertake a coordinated economic and political strug-
gle on a national scale against Wall Street’s pro-
jected program of unemployment and hunger. This
counter-campaign must be guided by the slogans of

“a sliding scale of wages and hours, the expropria-
tion of all key industries, and their operation un-
der workers’ control of production.

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA“
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Killed in Action

Editor:

As my son, who received your
‘papers, has been killed in action
in Europe, will you please not
send your papers.

1 thank you very much for the
pleasure you papers gave my boy,
before and after he was called to
the colors.

G. P.

Birmingham, England

Winning Grievances
Editor:.

For almost three years the man-
agement of the Buick Motor Divi-
sion of Melrose Park, Illinois
have been pushing the workers
around. Grievances have been
piling higher and higher without
ever being settled. It wasn’t un-
til about two months ago that the
workers found out how to win
their grievances without the bless-
ings of the War Labor Board, the
Impartial Umpire, and all the
other agencies of the ‘bosses.’

About two months ago the
workers on the night shift in the
tool room decided to take mat-
ters into their own hands. A gage
grinder was arbitrarily fired by
the superintendent of the depart-
ment for scrapping a tool, after
working in the plant for two
years with a perfect work record.
On behalf of the dismissed work-
er, the men in the department,
with the exception of one Stalin-
ist fink, shut down their ma-
chines. In two hours the worker
who had been fired was reinstated
with an apology by the superin-
tendent. @

Three weeks later — this time
on the day shift — in the tool
room, another worker was arbi-
trarily released for refusing to
obey the whim of a foreman. The
workers, learning a lesson from
the work stoppage of the night
shift, followed suit—with. two dif-
ferences in this stoppage. I. The
department was complétely shut
down because there were no Stal-
inist stooges to fink on the work-
ers. 2. The men presented two
demands to the company, the re-
instatement of the dismissed
worker and immediate dismissal
of the foreman involved in the
case. In fifteen minutes the work-
er was reinstated and in ten days
the foreman was forced to quit
under the pressure of the workers.

About a month after the last
work stoppage occurred, the man-
agement gave the workers a two-
day holiday (or layoff) July 3
and July 4. When the men came
back to work on July 5, they were
told they would have to work
Sunday, July 9, that is, about 2300
of them. They were willing to
work providing they would re-
ceive double time for that Sunday
work. They were assured by man-
agement that they would receive
double time for that work day.

On returning to work Monday,

_ The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant.
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your
name and address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed. — Editor, ’

July 10, the workers were told
by the management that they
were receiving only timg and one
half for Sunday, July 9, as it
‘was not the seventh consecutive
working day of the calendar wee.k:
This' was a direct violation of
our contract which states that a
worker loses double time in one
calendar week only when he
takes time off for personal reas-
ons and not when he is told by
the company to stay home.  The
workers, learning the lessons of
the two stoppages in the tool
room, stopped work all over the
plant at different intervals. There
was ‘a spontaneous mass meeting
after work at the union hall, with
a demand to the shop committee
that the whole plant be shut
down on Wednesday, July 12, un-
til this issue was settled. Under
pressure of 3 p 1 a n t walkout
threat, management agreed tc pay
double time for Sunday, July 9.

For almost three 7years the
shop committee and the grievance
committee of the Buick Local 6,
UAW-CIO, have been trying to
settle grievances without the
strike weapon. They have appeal-
ed their grievances to Umpires,
‘War Labor Boards, etc. without
getting to first base. In a period
of about two months the workers
through the use of the strike wea-
pon have been able to win most
of their major grievances.

It has been clearly demonstrat-
ed by the two toolroom shutdowns
and the threatened walkout on
the double-time issue, that the
only effective weapon Labor has
is the strike weapon. Union
members of Local 6, UAW-CIO —
the way to win your grievances
NOW, and not a year or two from
now, is to send your delegates to
the United Auto Workers Con-
vention in September instructed
to vote to rescind the no-strike
pledge.

B. J.

Lively Forum
Editor: s
This was the redction of one

forum at the San Francisco School
of Social Science on
Strike  Pledge
Planning”:
“You know, it did me good to
sit there and hear working people
—just

that I,

sors. and politicians to hear these

all right, and I like what you say.
I'll be back next time and T'll
bring -a fellow that works with
me.”

The forum which is held Sun-

2ORUM

Chicagos TIL

worker vho attendzd the open

“The No-
and Post-War

like me — explain and
discuss all these deep subjects in
such an intelligent way. I guess
like many many other
working people, thought that you
had to go to the educated profes-

things discussed. Well, I see that
I was wrong, because you people
know what you’re talking about,

Letters

day evenings at 305 Grant Avenue
was very well attended. The
audience included 7 Negro work-
ers. The worker quoted above took
an active part in the discussion,
also. |

E. H.

San Francisco

*
Likes Kovalesky
Editor: -
I have just finished reading the
July 15 issue of The Militant and
wanted to tell you what a corking
good issue it is. I think the “Shop
Talks on Socialism” by Grey are
great. I particularly got a kick
out of that swell article on “What
Capitalism Means to Toil-Worn
Workers” by Theodore Kovalesky.
‘Where has he been keeping him-
self?
I edit a small mimeographed
paper for my union, and Kova-
lesky’s article made me think and
look around a bit at the immediate

66 Who Died in Mine Fire
Were Murdered for Profit

66 miners at Powhatan Point, Ohio, were burned
to death on July 5 in one of those coal mine disasters
which are so frequent they rarely rate more than a
few paragraphs near the bottom of an inside page

in the boss dailies. They were just a tiny fraction of .

the tens of thousands of mine workers who have been
injured, maimed and killed in mine accidents during
the past year alone. .

Under the best conditions, mining is dangerous
work. Not many of those labor-haters who called for
shooting the striking miners last summer would ven-
ture down into the depths of the average coal mine,
even for a visit. But those 66 miners wha died in the
bowels of the earth from the smoke and flame of
the Powhatan Point mine fire didn’t die by any “Aect
of God.” They were murdered — murdered for profit!

That is what the United Mine Workers Journal re-
vealed last week when ‘it charged the mine company
with responsibility for the death of these 66 workers
because of its refusal to observe the minimum safety
measures prescribed by governmient inspectors.

The fire was touched off because of improperly
placed electrical equipment after the federal kinspec-

~tors had twice unsuccessfully urged the company to

take corrective steps concerning the placement of in-
sulation, switches, fuses, spray equipment, trolley
hangers, grounders and “many other devices for iso-
lating electrical current underground.” Even after
the fire broke out, in‘order not to “lose a single ton
of coal,” the UMW Journal charges, the company kept
the miners at work for more than two hours before
the first of them were ordered up.

Let the workers remember this the next time the

surroundings of our working
place. It reminded me of the in-

we want to rest a bit we have to
go to the toilet and take our
pants down, otherwise we are
loitering. How many times have
ths men griped about it! I
decided to write an article about
it somewhat in Kovalesky’s vein.
Again I say The Militant is
tops.

J. F.
Newark

Canada
Editor: ;

Each week The Militant is
about the best paper that is
printed; it gives news from Eng-
Jand and other countries which is
not printed in any other paper
and it has improved wonderfully
since 1940. It’s up to all think-
ing people to increase its circula-
tion as much as possible. The
copies I have are threadbare, so
many people have read them; and
I'm still getting them back and
passing them out.

1 never got .a copy of the
magazine as yet, but that’s all
right so long as I get The Mili-
tant. As Robert G. Ingersoll used
to say, “We must snatch from the
throat of treason the tongue of
slander.” There are an awful lot
of toilers in this country who
have got to unlearn what they
have already learned.

They are like a crewless vessel
without a rudder, ready to go
drifting into shoals and break-
ers; no need for me to tell you!
They are orphaned completely like
leaves blowing in the autumn
breeze; they have no conception
of the evolutionary movement
continually going on within
society. The damage that has been
done by political backwardness in
the last fifteen years is terrible.

E. D.
- Canada:

AUSTRALIA

Manpower edicts by the state
government of New South Wales,
whereby workers were forced to
take jobs in canneries and other
factory establishments, were
declared void by a state court
ruling handed down in Sydney
May 25. .

Chief Justice Jordon, delivering
the court’s unanimous decision,
said: “The regulation as it stands
could, if valid, reduce Australians
to a serfdom more abject than
any obtaining in the Middle
Ages,” ‘adding that there was
nothing in the constitution of the
New South Wales commonwealth
“which authorizes the executive
government to impose on the peo-
ple a status of villeinage.”

Yet this is precisely what the
government, acting for the Aus-
tralian capitalist class, sought to
do. Its forced labor edicts are on
a par with War Manpower Com-
missioner McNutt’'s order which
“froze” workers in this country
to their jobs as of July 1. It is
in line, too, with the action of
the British Minister of Labor,
Ernest Bevin, in forcing workers
to labor in England’s coal mines
under the Pit Ballot Scheme,
which caused the apprentices’
strikes last March.

In all the capitalist “democ-
racies” the same vicious anti-
labor drive is on—a drive to
regiment the workers, deprive
them of their liberties, convert
them into serfs. And this, be it

not=d, takes place in the very
midst of 4 war, which, the

believe,  is being fought for
“freedom and democracy!”

SOUTH AFRICA

Still more evidence of the reac-
tionary policies of the “demo-
cratic” ruling class comes from
the Union of South Africa, one
of the great Dominions of the so-
called British Commonwealth of
Nations. There the all-white gov-
ernment which enslaves and op-
presses eight million natives re-
cently passed a law known as the
“Pegging Act” which deprives
Indians of the right to purchase
or occupy property except by
special permission of the govern-

ment and ‘“freezes” the Indian
population in certain specified
areas.

There are about a quarter of a
million Indians in South Africa
and ninety percent of them were
born in the country. The first
Indians were brought to South

Africa in 1860 as indentured
laborers, to work in the sugar
fields of Natal. Some “free”

laborers followed. The present
Indian’ population are their
descendants. In 1897 and again in
1918 laws were passed to restrict
further immigration. To make it
still harder for the Indians, a law
was passed in 1893 depriving
them of the right to vote for
parliament. And in 1924, in order
to stamp upon them more plainly
their inferior status, a law was
passed taking away the municipal
vote. : ,

The “Pegging Act” is the
culmination of all this oppressive

capitalist rulers would /have us

i

250,000 people to the level of
pariahs in the land of their birth.

SPAIN

The regime of butcher Franco,
which Winston Churchill praised
so fulsomely in a recent House of
Commons speech, is sitting on top
of a volcano.

Testimony to the mounting in-
surrectionary mood of the masses
comes from no less an authority
than Jose Maria Gil Robles,
leader of the extreme reactionary
Catholic faction of the Spanish
1uling class, who is now in Lisbon.
Gil Robles, as minister of war in
1985, took charge of the bloody
suppression of the revolt of the
Asturias miners which preceded
the Spanish civil war.

In a private letter to General
Asensio, present war minister in
Franco’s cabinet, quoted in- the
July issue of The Nation, Gil
Robles writes: “But let us be
sincere. In many provinces we are
living practically under anarchy:
attacks on farms, robberies, ban-
ditry, owners unable to visit their
properties, travelers being kid-
napped. It is my absolute con-
viction that in this case the victor
(Franco) will never have peace,
especially since the vanquished
are convinced that they will be-
come victors themselves through
the help of the entire world. The
authorities may multiply the
formation of armed forces; they
may shoot people by the hundreds.
Nothing will be achieved.”

From the ashes of defeat in the
great battles of the ‘civil war
only a few year ago, the Spanish

dignity of my work place. When |

men are forced to strike.

Corporation War Profits
Reach New High Levels

There’s not much cheerful news in the papers these
days for most people. Casualties mounting. Wages
frozen tight. Unemployment mounting with new pro-
duction cut-backs. Cost-of-living soaring faster, with
the new price-control bill, signed by Roosevelt, giving
the green light to the war profiteering price-gougers.
Not much the working man can get the old Pollyanna
spirit from.

But there’s been one cheerful note — for a few
favored people — in the pavers recently. Maybe you
saw it in last week’s financial sections. “Profits Stay
High for Corporations” or, “Cornorate Profits Hold
High Level.” X :

.Big Business is getting richer than ever. Over a
million workers laid off since last November. Prices
shooting skyward. But there’s no freeze on war profits.
Wall Street isn’t in this war for fun, It’s got ideals
yeah, billions and billioris of dollars worth of ideals.

The Department of Commerce’s July “Survey of
‘Current Business” reports that corporate net profits
for the first three months of this year hit a new high.
$2,213,000,000 as compared with $2,200,000,000 dur-
ing the same period of 1943. And the plutocrats didn’t
do so badly in ’43. The net take last year was $8,533,-
000,600, five per cent more than in 1942, “despite a
considerable rise in taxes.”

In case you’re worried about the plushbottom boys
suffering in the “post-war” period, just ease your
mind. It seems there are “indications that corpora-
tions were holding a larger proportion of net income
in reserve to take care of post-war contingencies.”

Make you mad? What’s the matter, don’t you be-
lieve in “equal sacrifice?” You must be one of those
Trotskyists — keep saying this is a war for the rich.

corporation agents start yelling “treason’” when union

 Capitalists Figure Out
A New Way to Chisel

{

Corporation officials have figured out another way
to raise their income without submitting them to the
Treasury Department for approval, and lower their
income taxes at the same time. Business Week, that
gloss-paper guide to the profit-hungry, gives the tip-
off ‘to the money-bags on how it’s done, in the July
22 issue. v .

Suppose income taxes leave the corporation bosses
in a pauper’s state with only $40,000, $50,000 or
$60,000 a year in “take-home” salaries, or the Treas-
ury Department decides a corporation executive isn’t
due for another $25,000 raise until next year, The
thing to do — and more and more comf)anies are do-
ing it — is to grant the big-shot executives “long
term options to buy — at attractive prices — stock
held in the treasury of their companies.”

Now, there’s no law says a man can’t take a lucky

sells real high, that’s just “good business.” Or if he
decides to “risk” his “hard-earned” salary and other
income in cheap stocks that pay regular handsome
dividends, what capitalist-government agency can say
he’s just trying to evade Treasury limitation of his

salary? And if tax rates on “ecapital gains,” which
is how the Wall Streeters list profits from stock sales,
are lower than on income taxes — an honest, hard-
working capitalist has to have some compensation for

his “risk.” Doesn’t he ? :
The classic case cited by Business Week is that of
Charles E. Sorenson, president of Willys-Overland Mo-
tors, Inc., who a few weeks ago was voted “the right
to purchase at $3 a share — 100,000 Willys-Overland

common, which recently sold at a price above $20 on

the New Verk Stock Exchange.”

Business Week further notes that “Wall Street has

shown particular interest in the favorable Willys-

Overland stock option granted Sorenson” which “didn’t

make its appearance until after the Treasury Dept.

had refused, under existing salary stabilization rules,

to permit the company to pay its new president an

annual salary of $100,000.”

Well, there’s the old saying, “Who deals the cards,

stacks the deck.” As long as the capitalists control the

deal, they’ll always slip themselves aces.

legislation which has reduced

revolution is rising again,

FREE THE 18!

plunge in the stock market, If he buys real low and
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