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War Proflteers
Seek To Smash

Prlce Controls

By Henry Jordan

A big parade of war profiteers from all consumers indus-

: trles and trades last week stormed the Price Control Bill hear-

ings of the Senate Banking and Currency Committee to batter

huge holes in the feeble defense

For the first time since the®—

beginning of the hearings, there
Avas a full turnout of Senate com-
mittee men. They listened with
bated breath and open sympathy
to the tales of woe poured forth
by representatives of the meat

packing trust, dairy trust, tobacco |

trust, real estate interests, textile

manufacturers, department stores, |

ete.

All told the .same mournful
story. Deéspite the greitest profits
in their history—ranging as much
as -1,000 per cent above the pre-

* war period—they were on their

'Ol-ilm: k-—-’——

“One Meat Ball” :

last legs. They could not “sur-

vive” unless the government gave

them a free hand to boost prices

skyward and milk the consumers
dry.

At the end of the hearings,

" Sen. Butler, réeflecting thé views
~of  his colleagues, - opined that
“#the-Price- Administrator-is try’
ing to limit profits—we've heard

the same complamt from every-
body.

What the OPA ofﬁclals had
attempted in previous- sessions—
‘which most of the Senators did
not - bother to attend—was to

“One Meat Ball”—

lines of OPA ptice eontrol.

prove that the OPA wasn't in-
terested in how much profits the
price-gougers made. They produc-
ed figures—direct from corpora-
tion reports—showing that cor-

\poration profits after taxes in

1943 were largest in- history and
double those of 1940.

Typical of the complaints regis-
tered - by - the multi-millionaire
parasites- was that of the meat
packers—who boosted their war-
time profits “only” ‘eight times.

Admitting that the “country has |:

the raw beef,” the meat packers

predicted a meat famine unless

the OPA “inconsistencies”
meaning price ceilings—were not
ended. This prediction covered a
threat. The meat. trust intends to
enforce further scarcity—the na-
tional anthem is already becoming
to pressure the
masses into paying huge pnces
for meat.

The two main demands of the
price-gouging lobbyists ‘were for
the limitation of the Price’ Con-
trol Bill . to one year and the
establishment of “product stan-
dards” in fixing price ceilings,

The profiteers want to end all
price control ‘as quickly as pos-
sible. They aim at a grand in-
flationary proﬁts-steal with the
approach of the end of mllltary
hostllltles

nght now, they want prices
fixed not on the bagis' of total
profits, but on a guaranteed
“mominal” pmﬁt on . every .in-
: ual item sold, regardless of

‘dards” prineiple,“which the OPA:
has already largely -adopted.

Roosevelt - has enforced the
wage freeze. And now comes the
price-squeeze, It’s a swell war—
for the money. bags.

TROTSKYIST CANDIDATE
BEGINS RADIO CAMPAIGN

We reprint below sections

of the radio address made by

‘Myra Tanner Weiss, Socialist Workers Party candidate for

Mayor of Los Angeles, Sunday, Marci 11.

This was the first

of ber four weekly campaign s;beeches scheduled for 8:45 P. M.

over Statzon KFAC.
R I

E.veryone,‘the soldiers at the
front, the workers and their fam-
ilies at home, is thinking and
worrying about what will happen
in the period after the war. Will
the tremendously swollen popu-
lation of Los Angeles, plus those
who return from the war, be able
to find jobs?
It has been estimated that na-
tionally there will be an unem-
ployed army of between twenty
‘and thirty millions, The Califor-
nia State Reemployment Com-
mission .estimates as many as
800,000 unemployed in this state
alone even under “the most fa-
vorable business conditions.” It is
generally recognized that we
shall return to an economic crisis
as devastating as the depression

of the 30’s, if not worse. The sol- |

diers as well as the workers at
home, and their families, face
once more the terrible prospect
of unemployment and insecurity.

We have been told that we arez

MYRA TANNER WEISS

Trots‘kxis.t‘Candidate for
Mayor of Los ‘Angeles

fighting for the Four Freedoms, enshrmed in the Atlantic Charter.
One. of these freedoms is Freedom From Want. Yet the American
workers are already being told that they must again face the most
.terrible want of all—the want of a job and livelihood.

" President Roosevelt talks about creating 60 million jobs after
the war, but Big Business, which controls the stock market, knows

~ that the end of the war will mean production cutbacks, ' contract

cancellations—in other worda idle plants and unemployment That
is Why the stock market drops each time the end of the waI seems
to be in sight. The bosses know what is in store. The workers must

not be deceived either.

The Shadow of Post-War Unemployment

The shadow of post-war unemployment falls even more darkly
over .the large Negro working-class population. The Negroes are
always the last to be hired and the first to be fired. Even in the
midst of a war production boom ‘they are given the most menial,
“poorly paid jobs. In general, they are discriminated against because
-of their color. Even in the armed forces they are Jim Crowed. The
Negro kpe‘,ople most of all must join in the struggle for Socialism.

Hand in hand with economic distress, capitalism also holds in
prospect a political tyranny which it needs to secure itself from the

(Continued on page 4)

-able the company to behead the

oy otal profits |-
are. This is the “product’ stan- |
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Detroit Strikers

Fight Mass Firing |

Of Union Leaders
By Jerry Kirk

DETROIT, March 17. — A ]
five-day strike at the Thomp-
son Products plant here this
week ended after the: company
agreed to reliire 20 of 26 fired
union leaders and lift the sus-
pensions of 126 other members
of CIO United . Automobile
Waoarkers Local 247 whose vic-
timization provoked the strike.
'The: company further agreed to
arbitrate the cases of the six not

rehired, who include the union|.
— | president, the financial secretary

and four  leading committeemen
and shop-stewards. ‘These, how-
ever, were the main targets of
the company’s union-busting . at-

tack. It is_obvious that the whole- |

sale firings and suspensions. were
a deliberate device for securing a
“compromise” that would still en-

union’s’ leadership.

'The : settlement of . thns strlke ,

follows the ‘pattern of that in the
Briggs  and. Chrysler:
which  occurred just  previously.

In the Briggs settlement, eight of |

the 16 leading militants whose
firing provoked the strike are still
out -on the street pending arbitra-
tion,

Other than: verbally protesting| .
the -company’s provocations and
‘declaring the strike a “lockout, ”
the top UAW. leaders took no de-

craven leaders to the
workers.

UNION WRECKERS

The developmerits at Thompson
Products are further evidence of
the organized and concerted un-
ion-busting campaign of the auto
corporations. The bosses are
looking ahead to the. termination
of the war and huge production
cutbacks and  unemployment.
Their strategy is to undermine
the local leaderships now, intimi-
date the membership, and pre-
pare for a final crushing open-
shop blow when the unions are
sufficiently weakened by prelim-
inary softehing up and unemploy-
ment.

Following closely on the heels
of the Thompson Products strike,
the NLRB has come to the aid
of the company by announcing a
collective bargaining election, al-
though the UAW already has a
signed contract with the com-
pany. This maneuver was fidst
employed by Montgomery Ward’s
Sewell Avery as a pretext for re-
fusing to bargain with the genu-

strikes, |.

cisive aétion: to defend ‘the Thomp- :

Bﬂggs

ine union of the workers.

" The militant auto workers have run up a smashing 35 per

cent vote for scrapping the No-Strike Pledge in the CIO United
Automobile, Aircraft and Agricultural lmpleément workers ref-
erendum held ' during January and February, according to the
first unofficial returns announced by Ben Garrison, referendum

Approxunately 300,000 - votes
were sent in by mail, accordmg to
Garrison, out of 1, 200 000 ballots
dlstrlbuted Over 105 000 - were'
for rescinding the pledge, “while
185,000 voted for it, and some’
6,000 ballots were voided.

Neither the corporation daily
press nor the top CIO and UAW
officials take the formal majority
for the pledge as a victory for
the no-strike policy. On the con-
trary they correctly view the
tremendous ‘minority vote rolled
up for scrapping the pledge as
the, true indication of the trend
of the ranks.

As Business Week, a leadmg
‘mouthpiece for the corporations,
commented, the UAW leaders are
“embarrassed in making the re-
sults public. The vote was count-
ed while more men were on strike
in Detroit’s auto plants than at

-4

committee chairman. : ®

any time since the war began.”
The -vote for smashing the no-
strike  pledge is particularly im-
pressive because it was cast in
the .face of an unprecedented
campaign of pressure and -inti-
midation by a united front of the
corporations and their press, the
Roosevelt administration, t h e
Murray-Hillman machine of the
CIO, the entire top UAW lead-
ership and the Stalinists.
UNHOLY ALLIANCE
" All the reactionary forces in-
side and outside the UAW com-
bined ‘in an tnholy alliance
against the auto ranks. The daily
press and radio poured out an
endless stream of lies and threats.
Roosevelt intervened personally
with a letter to UAW President
R. J. Thomas. Murray issued a

(Continued on page 4)

By Joseph Keller

Sitting comfortably atop the
greatest pile of profits in their
history, the country’s soft coal
mine operators last week flatly
-rejected six of the nine wage
demands of the United Mine
Workers of America and con-
temptuously countered with an
offer of a few crumbs amougt-
ing to 28 cents a day increase.

The UMW’s .200-r_nan policy
committee promptly

‘tee to reject outright the opera-
tors’ counter-offers and to con-
tinue negotiations on the basis of
the original 18 demands made by
the miners at the opening of the
new contract parley. The UMW's
wage increase demands, carefully
designed to ‘avoid conflict with
the formal restrictions of the
‘Little Steel Formula, are estimat-
ed to total over $1.60 a day.

STRIKE VOTE = .

If the present contract termin-
ates within two weeks, on March
31, without an extension of the
old contract or a new agreement
being reached, the over 425,000
soft coal miners may resort to
their traditional policy of “no

contract, no work.,” The NLRB,

instructed
| the union’s negotiating commit-

in response to the miners’ peti:
tion under the Smith-Connally
anti-strike law, has announced
that it will conduct a nation-wide
strike vote on March 28.

How the militant miners will
vote is a foregone conclusion, as
their whole past record demon-
strates. In the first sampling of
opinion among West Virginia’s
100,000 miners, 300 officials and
representatives of local unions on
March 18 expressed unanimous
approval for an affirmative strike
vote.

Government representatives and

the Wall Street press, lined up
solidly behind the profiteering
coal barons, have been circulating
dire threats of a government
“seizure” of the mines in' the
event the miners vote to walk
out, The Smith - Cormally act
makes strikes illegal in govern-
ment-operated properties.

'SEIZURES A FRAUD

Roosevelt’s “selzure two years |

ago simply meant the appoint-
ment of the ‘mine owners and
their supervisory agents as “gov-
ernment representatives.” The
private operators remained in
control—they were just wrapped
in an American flag.

The wage “concessions” of the
operators were an offer to con-
sider . increases in traveltime
(portal-to-portal) pay, a fourth-
shift differential and vacation

o

MAJOR DEMANDS OF COAL MINERS
REJECTED BY GREEDY OPERATORS

pay. This included an offer of
straight-time pay for one hour
of travel time instead of the
present two-thirds for 45 minutes;
a four and six cents an hour
premium increase respectively for
the second and third shifts, in-
stead of the demanded 10 and 15
cents. Up to $50 vacation pay was
offered for those with one. to five
years service and a $100 maximum
for all over five years, instead of
the flat $100 for all miners asked
by the union.

OPERATORS UNYIELDING

The operators refused the
demand -for a 10-cents a ton
royalty to the union’s welfare and
unemployment fund, claiming this
was “a new social theory and
philosophy.” The WLB itself,

however, approved such a fund.

for the American Federation of

Musicians. The clothing workers,

both AFL and CIO, have s1mllar
prov1s1ons in their contracts.

All' non-wage demands—in-

cluding coverage for most super- |

visory employes, the right to
strike to prevent shipments of

coal to plants where a “legal” |

strike is in progress, and the right
to terminate the contract on 20-
days’ notice—were rejected. En-
couraged by the Roosevelt ad-
ministration and the press, the
operators are displaying their
typical unyielding and hlgh-

(.

Stnkes Demonstruhons

IFlare Up In Large Cities

|Revolutionary Moods Spread As the German,‘:
\ Forelgn Workers Unite in Common Strugg|eg~ -

By Harry Martell ‘
The independent actions of the insurgent mass-

es against the Hitler regime are beginning to multi-

ply throughoéut Germany, accordmg to reports which
have managed to seep through the double wall of

| Nazi and Allled cengorship. This would mdlcate that

the German \workers revolutmn-—-the great hope of
the toiling : masses and all the poor peoples of Europe

—has started to raise 1ts

clo I.eaders“ \lote]

Policy of Retreat
‘ By C. Thomas

" The recent’ meetmg of the
national executive board of the
CIO took place at a time when
unfolding events pose the most
critical - problems - for the labor
movement.- The : war ‘against’

Germany ' is- entering its final
{stages. The employers are gird-
ing for a showdown assault on.;.

The political agents |

IN THE NEWS

No Silk Shirts

Answering claims of a “labor
shortage” by pointing to large
shipyard layoffs in the Gulf area,
Rep. Keefe offered as one “amus-
ing proof” the following want-ad
in the Mobile, Ala., Press Regis-
ter.: “Terminated—For sale, one
pair of shoes. Going ~back to
Mississippi * just like I came.
7—8821.” ‘

£ T

All News Fit to Print?

Of the millions of words printed
in the country’s daily press about
Sergeant Alex Drabnik, first
American soldier to cross the
.Rhine, none reported as did the
Toledo Union Journal that *“he
worked in a Toledo packing house
before the war and was one of
the founders and original mem-

L in his union.’
L AR 3

The Vultures Hover

“A ‘well-founded report making
the Washington rounds,” - states
The Progressive, “is that United |’
States poliey in .occupied Ger-
many will be made by a Big Bus-
iness group now in Paris, includ-
ing Paul Mellon and David Bruce,
son and son-in-law of the late
Andrew J. Mellon; Junius and
Henry Morgan, of the House of
Morgan; Lester Armour, of the
Chicago meat trust; Alfred du
Pont, of the du Pont munitions
and chemical trust.”

* k%

Heil Harvard!

Harvard Umiversity was accus-
ed of anti-Jewish diserimination
by Albert S. Coolidge, of its fac-
ulty, who testified. before the
Massachusetts state legislature
that in selecting students for
scholarships, “we know perfectly
well that names ending in ‘berg’
or ‘stein’ have to be skipped over.
A gentlemen’s agreement between
the university and the employer
sponsoring a scholarship has re-
| sulted in such discrimination.”” -
* % %

Italy’s ‘‘New Order’’

The Chief of Public Security in
Naples, Italy, explained to.a PM
correspondent that there are now
four police forces there. = They
are “his own, who work as plain-
clothesmen, the Carabinieri, who
are the royal or state police, the
Guardia di Finanza, who suppos-
edly were formed to protect pub-
lic property but in reality were
little more than Fascist gang-
sters, and the Allied mxhtauy po-

-handed attltude.

1lice”

| while the cost of:- lxvmg contm-;

bers of the CIO in his plant, a|
loyal and consclentlous worker.

ues to soar. Reconversmn to civ-
ilian production raises the spec-:
ter of mass unemployment.

These are but a few of ‘the|
‘problemis that call for a bold and
‘aggressive policy to- defend the

workers’ standard of living
against employer-goverhment ‘at-
tack. Faced with these problems,

‘the top leadership of the CIO

proceeded to reaffirm its policy
of unconditional surrender to the
corporations and thelr political
henchmen!

The CIO union heads voted to

(Continued on page 5)

head in the bomb-blasted

—&cities of the Reich.

The most s1gmﬁcant in-

‘| formation that has thus

| To Continue Their

far been published is that -

{Workers Committees

have appeared in the in-
dustrial centers of Essen,
Muelheim, Duesseldorf and Dort-
muitd,: aceording to reports from
Switzerland. In 1918, these com-
‘mittees were known: as Arbeiter- .
raete, the German equivalent of
‘Soviets. These committees kicked
‘Kaiser ‘Wilhelm off 'his throne,
and but for. the treachery of the
So al-Democrats, would have es-
ished a firm Soviet govern-

took p]ace m'many cities as a
result of rumors that negotla-
tions to end the war  were -in

| progress, according to CBS cor-

respondent Charles ‘Shaw broad-
tasting from Stockholm. Parades
were-held in Hamburg, Duisberg,
Dortmund, - Duesseldorf, Vlenna

and: Munich o

In. the industrial areas of Ber.. :

lin, the Ruhr and Saxony, accord- .
ing to Shaw, protest strikes
‘broke out when word spread that -
Von: Rundstedt- and the General
Staff wanted to make peace but
Hitler and Himmler refused. Riots
occurred ~when Storm-troopers

.V(Continued on page 3)

Paekmghouse Units
Call For “Holiday>

ST. PAUL Minn., March 12
—Six hundred packinghouse
w o kie'rs meeting in St
Paul ‘last Sunday authorized
their union officials to call a’
holiday in the packing plants’
if packers do not comply with
union demands to live up to the
48-hour week and pay workers
at the established union rates:
Representing 10,000 members
in the South St. Paul, St. Paul
and Newport area in Minneso-
ta, packinghouse workers from
five locals of the United Pack-
inghouse Workers of America
declared for a program of mili-
tant action in answer to the
wage cuts and . lay-offs of the
last several months.

RANK AND FILE ACT
Although Minnesota packing

plants are in an area declared eri--

tical by the War Manpower Com-.
mission, packers have refused
to comply with the order. They
have also refused to: meet with
UPWA representatives in WMC
conferences to  discuss lay-offs,
cut-backs and downward revisions
in employment which have been
taking place in all the packing
plants. Several hundred workers
at Swift’s and Cudahy’s have been

| laid off in the last 6 weeks while

hundreds of others have had
their wages cut through a com-
pany system of stepping wourkers
Jdown from higher to lower paid
jobs. This program was initiated
a year ago by Cudahy’s- and
Armour’s. Pork workers are laid
off one day a week as another
means of cutting wages.
Sponsored by the joint execu-
tive boards of the five UPWA
unions in this ‘area, the meeting

By Barbara Bruce

was called to obtain rank and file
approval of joint board recom-
mendations for union action. With
but one dissenting vote, the mems«
bership gave its enthusiastic ap-
proval to the decision to demand
that ' packers live up to the 48-
hour week and pay workers at
regular union rates. If this is
refused, packers will be asked to

packiy inghouse workers not em-
‘ployed full time or at the union
scale for work in other industries

In' the event packers do not
comply with these demands, the
joint board is authorized to -call

mass demonstration at the offices
of the War Manpower ‘Com-
mission.

Pointing out that the dim of
the packing' compames is to smash
"the unions™ and beat down the
labor movement, speakers at the
mass meeting declared that work-
ers can no longer take a passive
- attitude, that rank and file union-
ists must fight in their own in-
terests and not -leave everything
to union officials to negotiate.

One speaker recalled how em-
ployers made profits from both
sides in World War I and declared”
that American packers are doing
the same thing in this war in the -
case of Argentina. United States”
packers are selling their products
to -the Allied armies, while
Argentine companies, owned and ;
controlled by U. S. packing in-.
terests, sell their products to the"
Axis powers.

A commiittee of two represen-
tatives from each local union was
set up to meet with the WMGC

ofthe unions."

issue; temporary releases to all -
without. loss of seniority rights. ' .

a holiday in the plants with a ~

this week to present the demands
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Textile Strike Poll

Without one dissenting vote'

-some 50,000 New England cotton-
) rayon textile workers last week

in--a poll conducted by the CIO |
Textile Workers Union empower- 'WAW reférendum on the fo-strike
' pledge, the UAW top officials did

ed the TWU officers to demand
an NLRB strike vote under the
Smith-Connally anti-strike law
“provisions. .
In Fall River, Mass.,, 3,500
union: menibers went even further.

‘They empowered the TWU leaders |

.to call a strike without going
“through the formality of a gov-
ernment-supervised election and

‘en additional 30-day stalling
period.
The TWU éxecutive board

: several weeks ago revoked the no-
» strike pledge for 100, 000 cotton-
. rayon workers. They acted after
<a long - delayed WLB decision
. granting “frmge” increases and
"¢ raising the minimum wage from
-:50 cents to 55 cents an hour was
: blocked by Roosevelt’s former
- Economic Stabilization Director
Vinson., TWU President Emil
Rieve at the same time resigned
' from the WLB.
An editorial on “The No-Strike
Pledge” in the March Textile
" Labor, official organ of the TWU-|
€IO0, explains why the union
© scrapped the pledge. After des-
- ¢ribing the administration-manu-
facturers conspiracy to deprive
. the exploited textile workers of
their just demands, the editorial
says:
“While' all this was going on,
' no attempt was made to ‘stabilize’
" eotton manufacturers’ profits,
which were continuing at the rate
- of $865,000,000 a year, five times
© pre-war figures. . . But there are
- other considerations back of the
. action. . . Nearly 100,000 TWUA
members are now in the armed
- forces, Are they to come back to
$24 a week wages? Are they
: ﬁghtlng for another chance to be
. ill-fed,  ill-clothed, ill-housed? If
~ we do not fight their home-front
. battles for them, if we capitulate
to reaction, what else can thev
. Gome home to 7V
. I *

UAW lues Decline

Duss- paymg membership in the
€I0 United Automobile, Aireraft

- and  Agricultural Implement

~ Workers, largest union in the

. country, declined by 113,741 dur--
~ing the penod between May and

. “'November, 1944, according to the
~“latest' report of UAW Sécretary-

; T‘reasurer George Addes.

** The monthly average of dues-
» paying members during the re-
_ported period was 1,008,159. Over
‘half the meémbership is in Michi-
gan, with 528,429 members, 345,
127 of thém concéntrated in De-
troit. » )

A primary reason for the sharp
membership decline—over 10 per,
eent within® six months~—is unem-
" ployment due to cut-backs and
. layoffs, despite the Roosevelt ad-
- ministration’s claims of a “labor
. shortage” t6 bolster its demand
for a forced labor bill.

3 Unemployment compensation
© claims s$inde Diécember 1, 1944 in
-~ Michigan have been averaging
* between 18,000 and 20,000 weekly,
o x Kk
Hush-Hush in Aute

‘Every newspaper from coast to
coast head-lined the great strike
wave the past few weeks in De-
troit. During a period of three
weeks gome 60,000 auto workers,
“the greatest number since Pearl

Harbor,  hit the picket lines to
defend their unions against the
union-busting provoecations of the
corporations.

A miérosceopic exammatlon of
the United Automobile Worker,
official organ of the UAW-CIO,
for the past two issues, March 1
énd 15, reveals not a word about
this tremendous. development of
such importance and interest not
only to the auto workers but to
the whole labor movement. There
is not even a line in protest
against the open, Savage, con-

NOTES

By Joseph Keller

UNIO

Branches

certed campaign of the corpora-

.tions to break the unions by |

wholesale firing of local union
officers, committeemen and shop
stewards.

not hesitate to use the union’s
paper, in violation of a conven-
tion mandate, to plug for the no-

‘strike pledge by printing whole
pages of CIO Presxdent Philip-

Murray’s ~anti- strike  speeches

under the heading of “news.”
But when the auto.rank and

file themselves make real news

by militant defense of their un-
‘ions, the UAW leaders stupidly

try to play ostrich. They soft-
peddle the struggle and bureau-

‘crafically ‘deprive the member-|"
:ship of the ald of their -own pa-

per.

AFL Asks 11% Boost
The AFL, through its members

on the War Labor Board, answer- |
‘ed the WLB’s endorsement of the |-
wage-freezing 'Little Steel For- |

mula by petitioning Roosevelt
with a demand for a general im-
mediate 11 per ‘cent wage in-
crease.

This petition refutes the lying
“statistics” of the WLB “public”
membérs about wages rising
“faster” than the cost of living.
“Since the war wage rates have

'incréased by 19 per cent,” the

AFL representatives pointed out,
“while the cost of living has in-
creased — based upon official
figures—by 30 per cent. To correct
the maladjustment between wages
‘and the cost of living — when
measured by the' same standard

that was used when the Little |

Steel Formula was adopted—an
adJuStment of apprommately 15
per cent is justified.”

The only thmg wrong with the
AFL’s demand is that -it gives
away too much to the governmeént
and employers. The government’s
cost-of-living ﬁgures are as phony
as a nine-dollar bill. The cost of
living has gone up neareér to 50
per cent than 30. On this real
hasis, labor is justified i demand-
ing not an 11 pér cént but a 30
per cent wage boost.

) ¥ %k %

Pﬁi‘ladél’pﬁi*a Aftermath

Twenty - sevén company - umon»
‘members ahd leaders of the Phila- | -
delphia transit walkout last|
August against the upgrading of |
Negro workeérs took the rap in|
federal court last week for the |

company - inspired .action. . They

were each fined $100 under the |

Smith-Connally Act after revers-

ing their not guilty pleas to no|

defense.

Among the questions the court |
failed to answer were these, Why |

was the Jim-Crow stoppage or-

. ganized on company property and |
strike meetings freely held there?

What company officials advised
the workers to initiate the walk-

out by getting “sick” in a body
[in order to prevent the tuse of
Negro workers as motormen and |
| eonductors? Why was the walk-
out organized by leaders of the |
PRT (Philadelphia Rapid Transit) |
‘,Employes Union, the old company
union, just after it had been|

defeated by the ‘CIO for collective
bargaining représenfative? Why
did the company say not a word
against the walkout—aiding it by
cutting off the subway power?
One defense attorney bluntly

" declared: “The race question was

dragged :in by officials of PTC
(Philadelphia Transportation Co.)
They were out. to smash the
bridgehead that organized labor
bas finally succeeded in holdmg
in PTC.”

A hand-picked grand Jury wh1ch

‘brought down the original indict-

ments against the misled workers
who were made the scapegoats of
this affair simply covered up for
the company and turned the
proceedings into an attack on the
CIO end a defense of company
unionism,

or 10,000

e o iy g AT
During the recéently-concluded

émoblllzatlon this Sunday so. I expect to have many more next week. M

‘number of subscriptions—285. Now, teo, comradés are bringing in

tives. About 15 more comrades have been drawn into the sub drive
‘in the last week and branch organization of the work is getting more

‘Setters are really gomg to town!”

friends to i-ead The Militant.

By Reba Aubrey, Campazgn Director

have placed The Militant info the homes of 4,471 working class '
fami In four weeks we have almost reached the half-way:

today of Youngstown s challengé to our
integrity in the sub drivé. This provo- |

Please inform Youngstown that the |
Cleveland branch has accepted the chal- |
lenge to sell more subs in the course |
of the drive than they.” ;

. P. Davidson, Boston: “The enclésed 21 |
subs represent last week’s activity. We |
_in Boston have noticed two things:
A good many people are attracted by |
Gray’s cartoons. Some people are colléet- |
ing them into scrapbooks; (2). A goodly |
number of pamphlets - are gold: 1f the |
crews take pamphlets with' them.”

Rose Russo, Reading: “Please send
us B0 more sub cards. We are gomg 10 |
work!” :

" R. Haddon, San ‘Francisco: “We are
planning several néw types of sub work
in ‘comunctmn with the campaign. Qhe
will be going out in the various nei
- borhoods in and around wheie comrades
live. This will make the recall and gen-
eral contact work a lot easier. We are
alko’ planning for the near future a Ca - |
- paign: Social and at.that time will: 3
0 1n¥olve our subscribers in the €

J’erry Kn'k Detrmt Pace- Setter' “The e
~sub campaign is in full swing in Detrmt
All comradeg are actively partlmpatmg
and are doing a marvelous job. More
subscriptions are being obtained from
the plants than ever before. Qver half
~ of the subs are coming direct from work-
ers in the shops.”
1. Cope, Youngstown: “It's a good

* thing that we upped our quota from
150 to 800. No other branch would be
able to keep the pace we're settmg' if
our quota were still 150.”

Harriet Collins, Chicago: “I am now workmg on a stack of about |
100 subs tutned in by one of the auto’ fractions.”

A Fleld, aneapohs. “Enclosed are 20 subs. We are having a

< A Liynn; Los Angeles: “Results continue to be surprising. We
had another mobilization this last Sunday and again got a large

subs from their shops, from neighbors, from friends, and from rela-

efﬁ(}ieﬁt.’ In our last campaign the branches played a minor role.
Thé mobilizations ' were by sections, where everyone went to the
same neighborhood.. This time we have section mobilizations but
the branches go out in their own neighborhoods.”

P, Mertens, St. Paul: “Our local Pace-Setters are P. Meértens
with 17 subs and J.. Pearson with 14 ‘subs. The national Pace-

FROM OUR SUBSCRIBERS

This is what two subscribers intend to do about getting their

R. A. C,, Akron: “Send me eight more of the sub cards.”.

B. D, Pme Bluff, Ark.: “I have come to this town to remain
indefinitely. I am going to try, despite the adverse surround‘mgs,
to get subscriptions.”

You can help us too. Pass on your copy of The Mlhtant to a

friend. Ask your frlends to subs!cnbe.

ew

In only four weeks members of the Socialist Workers Party I

out three mv@n‘,th subscription campaign to obtain 10,000 -

cation. shall be severely deéalt with! [ H§

(1) B

earﬂ al f-Wa

’

wMarkInCam palgn
ilitant’ Subscrlbers

ol

Branches of the ‘

‘new readets. percéntage of over 1,000 new subscrip- | i
tions a Week is an ak 1eve§nent of which all of us can' be proud: | fz,}:::;own 2(5) ‘
5 FROM THE BRANCHES e Toledo 250
Henry Hill, Trotsk) ist Youth Group Campalgn D_lrector “The ¥(1)1;’:1221t{§§rn égg
Trotskyist You“ch Group in New York is putting forward a conterider | Buffalo 350
for theé natlonal ‘youth: singles championship in the ‘Militant Sub-. . Flint : 50
scription Campalgn ‘We are putting forward Ruth Grayson, 16-year, Detroit 1000
old leading scorer in New York, who has 84 subs thus far. It is Nowr Sadle 2500
our goal to have the Trotskyist Youth throughout the country W’ell Philadelphia 150
represented among the 20 leading Pace-Setters in this campaign.” g Chiesgo 1000
H. Newell, Allentown Pace-Setter: [ Hostof 200
~ “This Sunday four of us went out; we | San bDie‘:go 50
N sold 22-subs in a few' hours’ time. Our | , Babons 150
work has already made some impression. Los Angeles - 2000
One of the comrades was told by a aneapolls 300
steel worker that he had seen the paper Rea ditg 75
in the shop, We have been pointing out’ St. Paul 100
the two columins déevoted. to. steél every |, dNewark
week. Some of thé good unionists have | Som Francisto 350
shown their pleasure by stating they Seattle 400 )
were going to show that $o0-and-s0 who | Clevelatid 200
doesn’t belong to the unjori the articles. j e — 50
“Comrade Kincaid has been our best Groups, Metibers-at:
renewal-getter and also has been getting | Larg’e sind Friends 149
trial subs from his shopmates at the rate | Trail-Blazers '
of about five a week.” R ‘
Bob Kingsley, Cleveland: “I learned | TOTAL 10,200

SCOREBOARD |

‘Socialist Workers Party Quotas

850

Subs ; Percent |
87 - 174
93 109
241 96
71 71 -
188" 62
216 60
32 60
515 52
1120 45
A 67 45
4438 44
87 44
18 36
51 34
649 32
24 32
28 28
99 28
81 23
83 21
36 18
o 0 0
37 26
108
45

4471

A high percentage of subserip-
tiont sales is reported by our Los

- Angeles agént, Al Lynn. “Our
| Southside Bra*nch informs us that

about 50 pereent of the people

they approached bought subs with

. most of the rest asking them to
| call back later. Doors which were
opened only a little because the
family was eating dinner were
cpened. wide and the comrades
asked in' only when they an-
nounted that The Milifant is a
‘<omahst paper.” Typical com-
ment: ‘Socialist paper, sure. Il
take, it.’

““One most interesting observa-
tion. We are starting: to meét peo-

Minneapolis Trial pamphlets
¥ k¥ %

A similar réport of good sales

by using the “socialist” approach
-is made by P. Mertens of St.

Paul. “We all found it helps to

say ‘socialist’ rather than ‘work-
.ing class’ or “labor paper.” If we
say the latter, people are inclined |
. to- tell us that they, get a union

paper and then the sale is harder

. to make. Especially in the Italian

neighborhood the words ‘socialist
paper’ seem te work wonders,”
* % % -

H. Newell of Allentown finds-
- the following ‘procedure helpful

in selling subs to The Militant.

T . believe offering a sample]
'paper is a great help in selling.
' The person réceiving the copy is
.obligated to listen to an explana-

tion of the paper and this keeps

the worker from getting in a

‘no’ channel before an explana-

tion can be made. Usually if you
can explain what the paper is,

the worker will buy,”
LI I

One of our readers, B. Z. of
Arlington, Wash., wants to have

back years of Thc Mlhtant for his

library. He writes: “f would like
some- bound volumes of The Mili-
tant, as many of the years as
possible.
Seattle informed me that you may
not have any 1ssues as far back

as 1989.”

Wie have bound volumes of The
Militant beginning 1939 through
1944 and will be glad to supply

prices upon request.
* & K

The following letter from Bill

i o el

‘ple who already have subs o The|
Militant .and who have read the\

Your agent Kelly of |
‘men report: .

Thls Coupon and 25 Cents Entltles You toa
| 6- Month Subscrlptlon to

PO NAME BRANCH SUB-SOLD
< s i e Al ‘ ‘ yF oYy 2 Jerry Kirk Detroit Voo 110
TH t [ | R B N (Y Mike Warren West Side, New York 100
, oy, l Sam Richter Chicago 70
+ A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER ' Marion Winters = Brooklyn, New York 65
116 UNIVERSITY PLACE, NEW YORK 3, N. Y, E.D. Detroit * 59
g ' ; : Robert Kendall Toledo - . 53
_ Published in the interests of the Working People B. Haynes ~ Chicago . ' 52
The only newspaper in this country that tells the truth Fred Kaminsky Buffalo \ 44
about labor's struggles for a bétter world Dennis O’Kenney Akron 42
Irving North Detroit. 38 ¢ :

You may start my subscriptlon to THE MILITANT with your J. Wilson Youngstown 37
INTRODUCTORY OFFER of 26 issues for 25c. Joe P. Morgan Toledo. 37

T enclose 25¢ (coin or stamps). | 1eo East Side, Los Angeles V85
, ‘ | Dan Roberts South Side, Los Angeles 35
NAIE touintennisuniorinninasinrisssnseeiesisorassseTorearonsas Ruth Grayson ~ Trotskyist Youth Group, N. Y. 34
(Please Print) Justine Lang East Side; New York . 83
! ) i D ) H. Newell Alleutown . 33
Streét -.y.......-.......-..--‘.. ..... ...\--........AP‘. decscsccnacene Julie Central Branch Los Angeles 33
Cit ‘Frances Roberts South Side, Los Angeles 31
’ B R R R I R P o PR S T I T me sesesesidsenes Charles Chouy TOl‘edO 31
- 4 Clara Lombardo  Buffalo 30
State .-........‘"o-.‘.......’..‘............'-."...;‘;-”-..‘,.._-.“.....‘.....‘.:, Bill Graves Buffalo- " 80

-

i

MILITANT PACE-SETTERS

Crane of Milwaukee is typical of

the many reports that entire|
' families are reading and enjoying |
' getting news from the field,

The Militant: “Enclosed is one
dolar for a one-year renewal. The

-conmirade who got th_e renewal re-

ports the paper is well received
and liked by every member of this
Negro family.”

* ok ok )

“A subseriber in  Tacubaya,
Mexico, comments appreciatively
about The Militant: “I have re-
cently béen receiving your pub-
lication irregularly and should
therefore like to forward you an-
other address. T greatly enjoy the
paper and  find
useful. Tt 1§ pleasmg' to note that
in: the future lt is to be enlarged

| to eight pages.”

® k%

I. Cope of Youngstown says,
“Some of the ‘people we've ap-
proached for subscriptions have
‘been happy to find a paper like
ours, one that tells the truth, and
are promising to be ‘sub-getters’
themselves.”

Many of our subscribers are
helping us widen the circle of
‘Militant readers by passing their
copy on to a friend or by getting
their fellow-workers to subscribe.
We invite all of our readers to
join the MILITANT ARMY. Get
your friends to read»The Militant.

Pioneer
Notes

The Socialist Appeal, paper of
the British Trotskyists, carries
a story about the workers in the
heart of the anthracite coal min-
ing valleys of Wales. Under the
pressure of wartime repressions

| and hardships, these miners are

moving rapidly to the left.

The Trotskyis} literature sales-
“We have received

a magnificent response and there
is a growing demand for our
pamphlets. The A.B.C. of Trot-
skyism — the testimony of Com-
rade Cannon in the American la-
bour trial — is very much in de-
.mand. 150 copies have been sold
and the workers have expressed
the opinion that this is what they
have been waiting for: an easy

| exposition of the whole socialist

case.”

And elsewhere
“Our papers are selling very well
and Cannon’s testimony — "the

A.B.C. of Trotskyism—is selling

almost as fast as the Appeals.

| There is a tremendous demand

- for left-wing literature.”
The A.B.C. of Trotskyism, pub-
lished in the United States under

| the title, Socialism on Trial, has

proved as popular here as it has

‘| abroad. Tens of thousands of
| American  workers have come to||
H know this pamphlet as “a primer
[ of goeialism.”

" Socialism on Trial by James P.

‘Cannon — 112 pages — 10c. Or-
dér from Pioneer Publishers, 116

Umversxty Place, New York 3,
N. Y.

THE MILITANT

may now be purchased at

242 Broadway, San Diego, Cal. |

MILITANT OONFERENGE
PLANS 8-PAGE WEEKLY

Meeting to d1scuss plans for the forthcoming 8-page paper,
the first Mlhtant Institute was held at 116 University Place in
New York on March 11. Twenty-five members of The Militant .
staff and-leaders of the Socialist Workers Party, involved in the
producegon and distribution of the paper, heard its editor, Far-
rell Dobbs, hail this meeting as ‘“‘the first m a series of press
institutes planned for the. future.”

| more

it exf,remely»', ,

in England:|

“The central point of this and®

all such future conferences must
be the discussion of ways and
means of making The Militant a
popular - working - class
paper,” said Comrade Dobbs in
his opening remarks to the In-
stitute. Backing up his statement
with statisties from the success-
ful campaign for new Militant
readers conducted in 1944 and the
still. more successful sub cam-
paign now in progress, he went
on to say, “The -Socialist Work-
ers Party membership is demon-
strating in most striking fashion |
that The Militant is entering the
stage of mass circulation.”

The needs of educated Marxists
must always be considered by
The Militant staff, Comrade
Dobbs pointed out, but the main
task now is to attract and hold
the many thousands .of new work-
er-readers of the paper.

The addition of more cartoons,
drawings and pictures; the pub-
lication in serial form of the great
labor novels of the past; the
provision of more light, short
features were among the many
suggestions made by Comrade
Dobbs for “lightening up and
brightening up the paper.”

Stressing the importance of

‘Dobbs proposed the immediate ex-
pansion of the “Workers’ Forum”
as the first step in this direction.
The possibility of organizing a
training school in journalistic
techniques for worker-correspon-
dents in the various localities was
also discussed.
PLANS FOR PAPER

Unable to attend the Militant
Institute because of illness, Morris
Stein, Acting National Secretary
of the Soc1ahst Workers Party,

ordmatmn between the hundreds
of Militant agents in the field
and the editorial staff in the
cent:e:r ” Rank and file comrades
in touch with the thousands of
new  readers of The Militant
“must become an integral part of
tHe nerve system of our press,”
he said. “They can transmit the
feelinigs, the sentiments and the
reactions of our worker-readers
to the center, which will, in turn,
‘make the center more sensitive
‘towsards the needs of the field-
workers and the worker-readers.”
Offering many criticisms of the
language and style of The Mili-
tant, ‘Comrade Stein said, “I be-,
lieve there is not enough fight
in the paper.” He illustrated his
remark by reference to a radio
.attack which had been made on
‘the mine workers by Walter
- Winchell. “It is our job to jump
-into such a fight and swing with
'everything we have.. . Everybody
enjoys a good fight and the work-
'ers are . particularly eager if

| somebody champions® their cause

and does it skillfully.”

Reflecting their awareness of
the problem of appealing to the
thousands . of new Militant read-
ers, members of the Militant staff
who participated in the discussion
which followed had many con-
crete suggestions for popularizing
the paper. All of the comments,
ideas and suggerstions made by
the participants in the Militant
Institute will be pubhshed in the
next issue of the Socidlist Work-
ers Party Builder.

The members of the editorial

1 York Local
. Workers Party.

staff of The Militant hope that
the publication of the material
from this first Militant Institute

'

i,

will stimulate discussion in the. .

party, especially
Militant agents,

among the
said Comrade

Dobbs in summarizing the discas-

sion. If more contributions edan

be obtained from the field work-

‘ers, who are in close touch with"

the new worker-readers, a long
step will have been taken towdrd

makmg The Militant a real mass '

New York Fo‘rum
To Hear Lecture
On German Events

NEW YORK, March 18—“Ger-
many, The Key to Europe’s Fate,”
will be the topic of the next Sun-
day Night Forum: to be held on
March 25 at 8 P. M. at the New
York School of Social Seience,
116 TUniversity Placé. Comnirade’
Harry Frankel will be the
speaker.

Tonight the forum comme—
morated the 74th anniversary of
the Paris Commune. Comrade

‘Harry Robinson, érganizér of the
- Newark Branch of the Socialist
. Workers

Party, - discussed the
significance of the Commune-for
the workers in their struggles to+
day. Four beautiful -posters by
Paul King depicted the continuae
tion of the struggle of the works
ing class for socialist freedom
from the Paris Commune to the
coming Européan revolutﬂon

N.Y.Local To Hold

Masquerade Ball

NEW YORK, March 18 — The
“Militant Masquerade” planned
for Saturday Evening, March 24,
from 8 p. m. to midnight prom-
ises to be one of the gayest af-
fairs ever presented to theé Neéw

Testive decora-
tions, efitertainment, and refresh-
ments are planned, with a cos-
tume promenade as the feature of
the evening.

Five prizes will be awarded fot
the most original costumes. All

readers of The Militant are in-

vited to attend at 116 University

Place, N. Y

Socialist Youth

Forum Is He ld

NEW' YORK, March 16 — An
audience of 37 young workers and
students heard Comrade Ralph
Boer of the Trotskyist Youth
Group, speak on Germany at the
Socialist Youth Forum tonight.
Questions and discusgion follo\Ved
the presentation.

Two young people -joined the
Trotskyist Youth Group at the
close of the forum.,

All young readers of The Mili-
tant are invited to attend these
forums which are held every Fri-
day 8 p. m. at the, New York
School of Social Science,-116 Uni-
versity Place.

- Of Akron

Battling Phil wasn’t. sure

the whole Akron A. C.

our man.

Youngstown Accepts Challénge‘

With all dué respect to the fighting prowess of young
Dénny O’Kenny, Youngstown Socialist Workers Party throws
into the ring Veteran Battler Phil Russo, 67 years old, but a
newcomer of three months in our local A. C.

years of experience in the ring of life against Akron’s nqvice.
It was only ‘with fast talking we convinces him not to take on

“What,” says Phil, “only 85 quota' It ain’t fair to waﬂdp a
young fighter the first time in the ring.”

We talks faster than him, though, and so he’s in there
fighting, but Akron A. C. better look to its laurels. Battling
Phil says, “I'll fight young Denny with one hand, and take
the other two O’Kenny’s with the other.”.

Youngstown A. C. offers ag its half of the purse, “The
History of American Trotskyism.” ;

The fight’s on, the bell for round one has rung, and our
boy’s already in there battling. .

Just before entering the ring, Phil turns to me and says,.
““T ain’t been licked often, but it would make me happy, for
the first time in my life, to take a lickin’.”

We know him, though, and it’s going-to take a l%t to lick

I.,COPE, Youngstown Campaign ManagerA

Contender

it would be fair to pitch his

of - the - Soeialist -
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THREER '

By Larissa Reed s e

With the chief criminal, General Marioc Roatta, stlll at
large, the trial of 15 fascist leaders in Reome was brought to an
end on March 12. Roatta was sentenced to life imprisonment. in
his absence. Of the seven fascists in the courtroom three were

" found guilty and four were acquitted. Fulvio Suvich, ex-
ambassador to the U. S., and Lieut.. Gen. Francesco® Jacomoni,
former viceroy of Albama each got 24 year terms. Jacomoni
sought to escape judgment by the court on the plea that he had
acted as representative of the House of Savoy in Albania. The
only death penalty,was meted out to Filippo Anfuso, Mussolini’s
ambassador to Berlin, but he®—

—~was not present in the court-
room and remains safe in the
north.

The N. Y. Times correspondent
points out that the few - severe
sentences were handed down lar-
gely because of the public indign-
ation aroused by Roatta’s “es-
cape.” These fascist leaders were
not tried for their crimes against
.the Italian people as fascists but
solely on the basis of acting
against the interests  of Italy’s|
new foreign policy. The way has

been left open for their sentences|

to be remanded once public in-
dignation dies down.

The real attitude of the court
toward the crimes of these fas-
cists was shown by the verdict in
the damage suit brought by the
families of the Roselli brothers
against Roatta and four others.
These officials of Mussolini’s re-
gime had helped organize the
murder of the two anti-fascist
leaders of the Action Party. The
eourt awarded only nominal dam-
‘ages of two lire — two cents —
"against each of the five accom-
plices in the assassination of the
Rosellis. “The conclusion of the
costly and tortuous trial is sure
to disappoint many Italians,” ob-
serves the N. Y. Timds.

" The anger of the Koman people
against these farcical “purge”
trials and especially over the
flight of Roatta which flared up
in the colessal mass demonstra-
tions at the Quirinal Palace last
week was again expressed the
day after the trials closed. An
attempt was made to assassinate
Berlinguer, high
for punishment of fascist crimes.

The Bonom!  authorities . have
made no serious efforts to find
and apprehend Roatta. Accusing
the British of arranging the es-

N

British Accused

therefore, might have proved a

‘said there was no question of mil-

commissioner |

* cape. of Roatta from Rome, col-

_sanctuary for the fascist butcher |
‘Roatta. - :

umnist Drew Pearson declares
that he is now in Bengasi under
British protection.
the March 13 PM, “it has been
admitted in London that Roatta
knows a good deal about Prime}
Minister Churchill’s earlier rela-
tions with Benito Mussolini and
about Britain’s scuttling of Gen.
Drazha Mikhailovich, Chetnik ex-
leader in Yugoslavia. Roatta’s
testimony" before a Roman court,’

little embarrassing.”

Cases of British protection of
known fasecists are mnot at all un
common. In reporting the arrest
of Alessandro Chiavolini, former
private secretary to Mussolini,
the March 14 N. Y. Herald Tri-
bune reveals that this prominent
fascist has  been living openly
at his villa behind the Colosseum,
sharing it with five British offi-
cers.- It goes on to say that “Al-
lied officials> were unperturbed
when they learned a fugitive from
anti-Fascist sanctions had - been
living in an officers’ mess, They

itary security involved, and that
the discovery and punishment of
Fascists is solely the Italian gov-|
ernment’s responsibility.” |

Chiavolini became editor of La
Lombardia and II Popolo d’Italia,
and participated in a meeting at}
the Piazza Sepolero where the
Fascist movement was launched
in March 1919. Under Mussolini
he came to be known as “the
Little Minister” and was popular-
ly believed to have made himself
a millionaire.

If British officials can openly
' patronize so intimate an associate |

of Mussolini, it is not at all un-
likely that they could also help|
arrange the escape and provide|

According to|

Dramatic photograph of the huge working class demonstra-
tion at the Colosseum in Rome on March 6 in protest against the
“escape” of the fascist General Roatta.

‘MILITANT’S’ TRAII.BI.AZERS
SEND FIRST REPORT ON WORK

Eager to open up fresh fields in The Militant subscrlptlon
campaigr, two women campaigners have gone out into new ter-
ritories to acquaint workers with our paper. The first stop of |

'these Militant trail-blazers is in the Allentown and Bethlehem [,

(districts of Pennsylvania. We are publishing parts of their first |
reports. to the Campaign Director. They have already obtained
‘108 subscrlptlons Inr subsequent issues we will: publish further

“ 4

Belgium- ;
The Social-Democratic Pre-
mier of Belgium, Achille van
. Acker, has run into a stone wall
of capitalist opposition in his. at-
tempt to solve the country’s erit-
jeal food situation, " A bill to. give
the Premier special powers to

padlock black market establish-|

ments was blocked by the reac- et clgerad bk the crowd Teuits

. ed outside for the legislators teo

tionary Roman Catholic Party in
the Senate. Besides storming and
raging van Acker can conceive of
no .other move than to return to
Parliament with another bill.

The Roman Catholic Party, in
the words of a correspondent for
the Christian Science Monitor,
“represents the thinking of Bel-
gium’s leading industrialists and
these are evidently fearful that
the country’s economic system
will be altered to their detriment
by collective or socializing meas-
cures.”

To protect ‘their profits - and
rights. of exploitation the capi-
talists are ready to bring even
greater famine to the country.
“With unrest persisting,” says
the Monitor reporter, “signs point
to some degree of showdown be-
tween the Roman Catholics and
Left elements on how to restore
order.”

Ecuador

The stormy movement to oust
. the dictators in many South .Am-

CLEVELAND
 Weekly Study Class in
BASIC PRINCIPLES OF

MARXISM
Thursday Evenings, 8 p. m.

PECK HALL
1446 E. 82 St., Off Wade Park

Auspices: Cleveland Branch, SWP

| NEW YORK
“Socialist Youth Forum

Friday, March 30, 8 p. m.

“PROBLEMS OF THE RETURNING VETERANS”

What Will Be the Future of American Youth?
Speaker: ABBEY MARTIN

Questions

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE
" (corner 13th St., between Broadway and Fifth Avenue
near Umon Square)

| Free Admission

Standard Oil are drilling for oil

| Marshal Tito, the Stalinist Pre-

erican countries found expression
in Ecuador when ‘on March 10th|

.an angry crowd besieged a sés-|

sion of the National Assembly in
Quito,
When the Assembly decided to

postpone action on a political am-|
 of our country cannot be con-

nesty bill it had been debating,
the crowd in the galleries started
a demonstration.

emerge. Only by a ruse did the
members of the Assembly finally
sneak out of the building wun-
harmed.

Egypt

The race for oil qulckens its
pace in the Middle East. As a|
result of Roosevelt’s post-Yalta
“prospecting” in the company of
the kings of Egypt and Saudi Ar-
abia, American imperialism is
staking its claims in territory
formerly reserved for England.
_ Répresentatives of Standard
Oil now sit on the Board of Di-
rectors of the new “Mine and Pe-
troleum Association of Egypt”
created under the supervision of
the government. Subsidiaries of |

in Egyptian territory in compet-
ition with British firms. An Am-
erican Vice-President of the Mine
and Petroleum Assoc1at10n, Ber-
nard Holman, is professor of
Minerology and Metallurgy in the
newly created Mining Depart-
ment of the Fuad El Awal Uni-
versity in Cairo. '

Yugoslavia
In a broadcast filled with

promises to allow free elections
and raise the standard of living,

mier of Yugoslavia, renewed his
pledge to maintain the system of

Discussion

Refreshments (|

The galleries|

capitalis’c exploitation in that
country..
“The govermnent ” he said,

“will guarantee complete free-

. dom and assistance to private in-
| itiative. and

economy, without
which. the speedy reconstruction

ceived.” o

Betraying the original aims: of
. the Partisan ranks in Yugoslavia
. who shed their blood in bitter

the Nazis, Tito proclalmed that
the government would “give all
| those led astray the opportunity
to make amends for their errors
in the past by honest work.”
Finally, in direct opposition to
the early tendencies within the
' Partisan movement for unifica-
tion and federation of all Balkan
peoples, Tito now revives the old|
1mper1ahst and expansionist poli-
cies of the Serbian ruling class.
“The government,” he said, “will
do everything so that our nation-
al ‘territories that remained out-

Philippines

The Allied pattern of disarm-
ing Partisan bands in order to
keep firm control in the hands of
the conquering power is now be-|
ing repeated in the Philippines.

A special dispatch to the N. Y,
Herald Tribune (Feb. 13th) tells
of the disarming of the Hukbal-
ahap  (“Huks”) guerrillas out-
.side Manila by 37th Division in-
fantrymen, These = Partisan
bands, named the “Peoples’ Army
Against the Japanese,” are called
“communistic” by the American
Military Command.

can lines in Tarlac and Papangua
Provinces disarming the Quisling

.| forces of American imperialism
‘| and setting up. their own local
| governments

in villages
took over. Filipinos assigned to
govern under American supervi-

| sion. were afraid to remain in of-
here the “Huks”|

fice in areas

were strong. ore than 1000

| “Huks” attempted to enter Man-
ila with arms but were turned)
back four miles north of the |
| | city.

As in Ttaly, France and Bel-

| gium, American commanders are
disarming these . partisans under|
‘the. pretext that they
| risk civil war along their supply|
| and communication lines and have|
. from the former UMW men we've

been forced to deal firmly with

1 all factions.”

@ =

Paccounts: of their-experiences; .
L o £ March 18—“We- have -had- the.
‘best results with steel workers

conflict against the landowners
and industrialist collaborators of

side- the borders of our State
-after World War I may be|
united.”

They operated behind Ameri-|

they

“cannot|

' partly due to the fact that nine
' out of ten of the men here are in
: steel, but also largely because of
the appeal of Kovalesky’s column
and V. Grey’s Shop Talks on
Socialism. The article on the
| Little Steel formula and the elec-
. tions in steel in the March 3
. Militant likewise has attracted
and interested these sbteel work-
ers:

“We: ran into an obstacle at
first when we presented The

‘labor. Every household here al-
ready receives the wunion local
 paper—the press of the local

began to rise. Now by and large
we are selling our paper for what
it is—a cla,ss paper with a class
line.

. SCRUTINIZE -PAPER
“The working men prick up

WLB as a graveyard for union
grievances from the start and
that we ogpposed the No-Strike
Pledge from the very b:ginning

as a disarming of the working
class. Many, while non-com-
mittal, scrutinize The Militant

thoroughly and then—buy. Often
we really havesfirst to eonvince
them that it is more than an
information paper. Since most of
the men have been in the mills
for years—some for decades—
‘they know their industry and
their problems. They seem to
want an answer to the general
problems of labor.

few we’ve run into who are re-
cently from the coal fields. He
resisted until we’d convineed him
that The Militant really talked
out: against the bosses. When we
left he told us that what he
wanted was a fighting paper for
workers, and that he’d feel pretty
sore if he’d been fooled again.
You can imagine how satisfied

(this. worker will. be with The

Militant. A few days ago two
women whose men had likewise
come in from the mines took The
Militant as soon as we told them

every former mine worker we've

encountered.

“In Bethlehem three of our
subscriptions’ went to colored

' workers. These three were the
' only Negroes we have met, and|
"all of them are in steel. Several

of the Bethlehem subs were taken
by very young workers——hkewxse
mainly in steel.” !

March 14—“From the results

come across here they’ll’ surely’

" Militant - simply as a paper for |

labor council, ete. When we began
to- present: The Militant as a'
fighting - workers” paper with a|’
class struggle program our score |

their ears when we explain' that |
The Militant characterized the |

“Last night we talked to af,
former UMW man—one of the |:

about its program. Wie have sold |
iner—for a sub. We got it and were
- agreeably surprised to find a

?‘omsmou TO NAZI RULE

SPREADING IN GERMANY

(Contmued from page 1)

i trAled to force the stfikers back to.

work,

. The most militant action occur-
red in the Atlas Aircraft motor
factory in the North Berlin sub-
urb of Reinickendorf. Shaw re-
ports that the workers there had
long . been dissatisfied with the

 food: provided at the factory can-

teen  and their disillusionment
over the scotching of the peace
rumors goaded -them into action.
Members of the workers’ delega-
tion that complained to the plant
management about the food were

| arrested by the Gestapo just as a

new shift was going to work.
The workers of the new shift
stoned the Gestapo agents and
then refused to work.

Opposltlon to. Hitler has grown

'so strong in Munich that the lo-

¢al gauleiter has warned Nazi of-
ficers to avoid circulating in the

"workers sections of the. city be-
.eause the police are no

longer,
.able to. guarantee their safety.

Munich was the-birthplace of the
Nazi movement.

. The Dachau concentrati_on.
camp, one of the largest prisons
for revolutionary and communist
workers, has become a center of
struggle against the Nazi regime.

Huge anti-war strikes have
broken out in Bremen. Beginning

_in the munitions Industry on the

outskirts of the city, the strikes

[ quickly spread to the shipyards

and other industries in the city
proper. These were militant, rev-
olutionary demonstrations where
. the strikers paraded up and down
‘Bremen’s streets shouting “Down,
Wlth the war! Down with Hitler!
Down with the Nazis!” When
‘SS troops tried to disperse the

"sued in which the workers fought
i back with arms as Well as bare
hands )
' An outstanding aspect of
these demonstrations was the sol-

1 idanty of the foreign workers|

“with their German brothers. Con-

R Hrary to- bhe expectations — and

Hopes — in the cafip ‘of the “Big]|.
Three,” instead of fratricidal
strife ‘between -German and for-
eign workers, there is unity in
struggle!

The Swedish reporter says the
striking. - demonstratorg
shouting in I don’t know how
‘many dlfferenrt languages. It was
all one roar.

In Brunswick — where 1,000,-
'000: foreign workers of 32 differ-
ent nationalities are employed —
‘the: workers: of the giant Her-|
mann Goering works refused to

Reaction of Soldiers
To Hate-Propaganda

American soldiers, bombard-
ed with hate-propaganda piec-
turing all Germans. as inhu-
man beasts, are subject to
a $65 fine for “fraternizing”
with civilians. An American -

" sergeant, in one of the first
. units to enter Cologne, de-
~ scribes the true reaction of
most servicemen to this cam-
paign of hate. ‘

“They (the civilians) were
mostly children and old peo-
ple — just sort of helpless
and glad they were not being
killed. It’s hard to keep that
icy front when .people act’
friendly; also we Americans
“used to have some respect for
old folks.

“We are supposed to hate
- people — be very tough cuss

. tomers. But as soon as the
fighting is over it works just
‘the other way — we begin to
feel sorry for them. Non-
fraternization works -if some-

body is there with a club, but
right at the front ‘where a

. goldier is risking death you

cannot scare him with a $65
fine.”

buy The Militant. What gems

“they are, We can sell them subs
' but we have to prove it’s mo

sissy paper first! They want to
fight, these boys—and their wives
are right along side with their
fists clenched. They do have a
warm smile for. us, though, and

it is heartening.

“One of.our mew friends on
whom we called back because she
was so darned nice, sent us to
her neighbor—also a former mi-

well-read worker acquainted with

Trotsky’s history—and wise to
. the role of the Stalinists!

“Another Greek woman who’d

asked us to. come back and with
‘whom we’d left a sample Mili-
tant, subseribed and complained
that her husband and kids had
monopolized the paper and she

. hadn’t had a smgle chance to see
lt-” )

demonstrators bloody clashes en-|

“were |

' Europe.
skilled in the methods of prole-| “
tarian organization as they are in||

'to renew. the

return to their JObS after-an air
raid. Only the threat of instant
death at the point of machine-
guns forced them. back,
Defeatism is sweeping the.land.
The people are sick of the war.
Berlin -is full of deserters who,
having flung away their = uni-

' forms, prowl the streets at night

and hide in the daytime.
YOUTH REBELLIOUS

The German youth, brought up
and educated under the Nazi re-
gime, are-infected with the re-
bellious moods sweeping ‘through
the country. An 18  year old
member, of an anti-aircraft gun
crew was qioted as saying that
60 per cent of the boys in his
outfit, ranging from the ages. of
15 to 18, are against the Hitler
regime and many have deserted. .

Ay article in a Swiss paper re-
ports that ‘a crowd of ‘German
women in the town of - Freigur-
gimbreisgau aceosted three sol-
diers and urged ,them to throw

In Hanover after an air raid a
woman, whose home was partly
demolished by bombs, seized a
picture of Hitler hanging on the
wall and dashed it to pieces.

" When SS men attempted to ar-
rést the woman her husband at-
tacked them with a crowbar. An
angry crowd, shouting curses at
the Nazis, accompanied the man
and his wife to SS headquarters.

A Swiss paper estimates that

ounce the Nazi leaders. The. re-
current threat is heard:

“When the time -comes we
alone know who we have to

- shoot.”

GESTAPO TERROR

Himmler must employ the most
naked; most brutal methods of re-
pression to keep the Nazi régime
from crumbling completely. How-
ard K. Smith, broadecasting from
conquered German territory over
the Columbia network, said:

. “Gestapa headgquarters

fallen into our hands. In"t Y
year the inmates tell. us these
prisons -have: been overflowmg
with German traitors. Cells made
for two prisoners have been pack-
ed with up to 21 prisoners.

“On each day of execution, the
prisoners said, they were all
brought out of their cells and into
the courtyard to wateh the hang-
ing. Some of them were then|W:
released to spread their stories
- of eye-thness horror about. the
' city.”

,Smu;h goes on to deseribe why
Hitler’s doom is sealed. The Nazi

support.
“For me,” says Smith, “by far
the most important thing TPve

into Germany has been the end

. of the German middle classes, the

dislodgement of that keystone of
German society. - Their financial
basis for existence as.a middle
class has been depleted. Their
every possession has been irre-
mediably smashed by their
brown-shirted ‘saviors.” I’ ve
spent a lot of time talking to
- them in Cologne and Muenchen-
Gladbach and at .Coblenz in the
past week and I think their ex-
pressions of disillusion are gen-
uine. They’re in a mood which

cglled revolutlonary’ 1

There is no doubt that these
middle class millions are now
looking for that leadership in the
industrial proletariat of Germany
 which is already on the march.

No wonder the conspirators at
Yalta decided to hack Germany to
pieces, convert it into pasture
land, and transform the most ad-
vanced people of Europe
serfs guarded by foreign soldiers

labor.

But Germany is not Greece —
and even there the British im-
perialists came close to being
thrown out of the country by the
Greek working class fighters.

size -of Greece. It has the most
skilled industrial proletariat
The workers are as

handling the most comphcated
machinery. They have behind

'them long and glorious traditions |

of revolutionary struggle.
Side by side with the Ger- |
mans are . 5-6,000,000 foreign

The workers of Northern Italy
— indeed of all Europe — are
watching Germany with great ex
pectations, waiting for a signal

away their guns and return home.|.

80-90. percent of the Germans are |
aghinst the war and openly den-|

a-nd'
prisons plus thexr\ inmates: have|
: past|Stalin by the representatiyes” of

party has lost its following in|
the one section of the population|
where it formerly found strong:

seen in our military excursion|

with some leadership could bel-

into]

or into coolies deported for slave|

Germany is a nation of 80,000,-|
OOO,fmore than eleven times the|

inf

workers who are beginning to|| .
make common cause with them.||

great. continental |

‘master.

Nominally Stalin was made a
gift only of that part of Poland
east of the Curzon line. In reality,
however, he also gets all - of
Poland west of that line plus
whatever 'German territory the
three rulers will decide later to
attach to Poland. Only raive peo-
ple or those who have an axe-to
grind will accept as good coin the
‘promise that “free and unfettered
elections” will be held in that part
of Poland- which, according to
- Stalin’s assurance, will be per-
mitted to exist in freedom and in-
dependence. b

The Provisional Government
created by Stalin will be enlarged
to include “democratic leaders”
from within Poland and from
abroad but it can be taken for
granted that only leaders willing
to play ball with Stalin will be
acceptable to him. At any rate a
i majority of the contemplated
Provisional Government of Na-
tional Unity will be under Krem-
lin control and with such a gov-
ernment in power only the
fatuous will expect a free elec-
tion.

“THE GREAT LIQUIDATOR”

Charges have been made by the
Polish Government-in-Exile that
 Stalin’s GPU with the help of his
Polish puppets are liquidating all
political opponents of the Stalinist
regime., Through deportations,
transfer of populations, and con-
‘ﬁnement in concentration camps,
Stalin is making certain that any
elections held will give his pup-
pets a safe majority. We need
'not have too much confidence in
the veraeity of the Polish Govern-
ment-in-Exile to believe that
' Stalin will not hesitate to use

‘}all measures of chicanery and

‘violence to rid himself of poli-
tical opponents, especially of
| revolutionary Marxists. His ac-
tivities in the last twenty years
-testify to the truth of such a

charge.
* %k %

Several factors explain the im-
portant. . concessions. made to

the imperialist democracies. It
may be argued that there was
‘nothing else that they could do.,
' They surely would net go to war
'against the Soviet Union for the

‘Polish frontiers. The English and
American masses could not easily
be cajoled into supporting such a

r. The issuye is too remote; they
ha e already suffered too much
Stalin’s. prestige as a result of
the victories of the Red. Army is
too great. And it is difficult to
sell the masses the idea that
the Polish Government-in-Exile
' represents justice, truth, freedom
and democraey.

Al this is true but it dees not
explain why Churchill and Roose-
‘velt have given in so easily and in
addition go out of their way to
defend their action as- just. The
important faetor is the convietion
on the part of the representa-
tives of imperialism that Stalin’s

revolutionary outbreaks on the

ferent countries of Eurgope., The
Stalinist parties.constitute a very
important part of the working-
class' movement all over Europe.

revolutionary activity of the
masses is clearly understood by
the imperialists.

One can say that in Greece the
Stalinists - led the EAM in its
struggle against Papandreou and

cause of that fact and just be-
cause the Stalinists betrayed that
struggle, Churchill and Roosevelt
know what a valuable support
they can be for keeping the rule
of the imperialists in Europe safe
from the masses.

ists depend upon Stalin’s control

THE ROAD TO FREEDOM
| FOR PEOPLE OP POLAND

By M. Morrison

: Many people write and speak as if th_ey were taken by su,r—
prise by the decision of the Big Three, at the Yalta conference,
with  reference to Poland.: For many months previous. to -the
Yalta verdict all indications were that Churchill and Roosevelt
had decided to yield to Stalin. The three lords sitting in state at the'
| seaside resort situated on the shores of the Black Sea found no
difficulty in granting that part of the earth known as Poland to .
one of them. The people of Poland were transferred to a new -

urpose of retaining th ewar | 4 . :
By TNDg Lhe PIEWAr | i eseulties confronting the ad-

help is essential to suppress any | =

.part of the masses in the dif-|

Their role as a brake upon. the,

the British masters. But just be- |

And not. only do the imperial-

of the Communist parties but!

upon Stahns Red Army whleh
in case of necessity can be uﬂed
to crush any revolutionary upris-
ing by force. Rumor has it that
Stalin has made some secret
promises. to. Churchill and Roose-
velt. One of those promiises is
undoubtedly to help keep the
European masses chained - to
capitalism.

CAPITALIST RESTORATION
Another exceedingly important
factor explaining Roosevelt’s and
Churchill’s decision to appease
Stalin is their conviction that
capitalism stands a very good |
chance of being restored in -the
-Soviet Union. They know better
than we do the extent of the
devastation brought to the Soviet
Union by Hitler’s armies. Has
Stalin indicated to.them tHat he
needs their economic aid and that
he does not look with hostility to
a strengthening of the capitalist
forces within the Soviet Udion ?
No one can tell whether Stalin
discussed this question with the
other two participants in the
Yalta Conference. But we: can ,
safely assume that Churchill and
Roosevelt realize that conditions
exert a tremendous pressure upon
the Stalinist bureaucraey in favor
of the restoration of the capitalist
market. In the light of the: ten-
dencies of capitalist. restoration

.in the Soviet Union, the represen-

tatives of imperialism are. more
than willing to take a chance on
yielding to Stalin on the Polish
question.
% k%

FOR A SOVIET.POLAND

The advanced workers of Poland
will certainly not determine their
policy upon the choice hetween
Stalin and the Polish Government
in Exile. They understand that
neither the one nor the other can
solve the problems of the Polish
masses — preblems of national
liberation, of economic security
and freedom. They will steer their
course on the basis of the funda-
mental line of a Socialist United
States of Europe. This means

raising the demand for the Tight
' of national self-determination for

all peoples living in prewar
Poland. This means raising the
slogan of an mdependent Sovxet
Poland.

No one will underestimate the

vanced Polish workers in spread-
ing their ideas. The- GPU is a
force to be reckoned with. Never-
theless there will, in all proba-
bility, be “demoeratiec cracks”
through which, in the first period,

the revolutionary Polish Marxists

will be able to spread their propa-

- ganda. To fool the gullible and to
| give ‘Churchill and Roosevelt a

chance to say that Stalin has
kept his promises, the Kremlin
ruler may permit some degree of
democracy. I he does, the re-
volutionary workers of Poland
will utilize the opportunity to. put
forth their own program against
Stalin and against the Pelish
Government-in-Exile,

LOS ANGELES -
" ELECTION RALLIES
for
MYRA
TANNER
~  WEISS |
SWP Candidate for Mayor

*. 0% X
WEST SIDE
Friday, March 30, 8:30. p. m.
11300 Santa Monica Blvd.
* %k %k ¥
CITY - WIDE
Sunday, April 1, 8:30 p. m.
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struggle against capitalist rule. |

HEAR THE RADIO TALKS OF

MYRA TANNER WEISS

Trotskyist ecandidate for Mayor of Los Angeles
in a series of four breadcasts discussing the is-

sues in the munieipal election campaign.

Sunday njight, 8:45P. M

March 25
April 1 -
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. ley of Hyde Park.

from Mars would have thought if

~ RICH—AND POOR
. Public health authorities have

" Negro
© 'not receive hospitalization repres-

", population and

= tions of work and rates of pay. Supposedly, this freedom-destroy-

7. war industries. Already war contracts are being cut to prepare for

Labor Must Create Its Own Party © o ;

. parties, the Democrats and Republicans, and organize an independ-
" ent labor party based on the trade unions. Organized laber is about

- of the “Internatlonale ” Comrade Weiss joined the rally at the con-
.+ clusion of her broadcast Two Negro members of the campaign com-
* mittee condemned capltahst politicians and called for the election
i of a Trotskyist mayor as the only solution to the problems facing

: the questions of segregation, housing and zoning laws for the col-
i ored ‘people. Other speakers attacked the anti-working class pro-
.. gram of Roosevelt and called upon the workers to build an Independ-

" _even being practiced by the federal government—and other racial
"and national minorities, and defending the interests of - the ‘poor

" ernment, and organize production on a planned scientific basis.

" peace and plenty to humamty and employ science and technblogy
for the preservation of life rather than its destruction.

“ mayoralty campaign? - Let me explam. Los Angeles cannot solve its

“ works, another WPA. But none can see how even the present pro-.

"Sheldon said.”

" Press report from Rhinebeck,
N. Y

. troubles of this country are due
-~ to the fact that F. D. R.s dog.
"and his dog's “bride” receive ex-

= pensive medical care.
- “not want to force the young Mrs.

(motherhood alone and unaided!

+.which carried the news of Mrs.

. Sheldon Canine Hospital, the re-

I facilities for human mothers?

% . Very likely, the citizen from
" Mars would have decided that the
- ‘'members of the human race are

not receive proper medical and
;e hospital treatment,
ports show that only 73 percent

FOUR

THE MI
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, (Continued from page 1)
angry indignation of a people determined not to be ground into
~ poverty.

Congress is discussing the so- called N ationdl Service Act more |

correctly termed slave labor legxslatmn in' the attempt to freeze
workers to jobs, and force them into jobs, regardless of the condi-

ing legislation is needed because of a shortage of labor. Yet many
workers in Los Angeles can testify to continuing lay-offs in local

reconversion.

No, the proposed slave labor law is an attempt to gain greater
control over the workers and force them into jobs. . . Take note:
They want to conseript labor for private enterprise which is. run
for the profits of individual bosses. They do not even talk of con-
scripting capital. All repressive measures are designed for the
‘workers. ‘

~ You understand all thls The question remains: “what is to be
done?” \

In order to defend itself, labor must break from the two boss

14 million strong. Allied with the 13 million Negrges in America
who have suffered the worst kind of persecution, discrimination

BULLETIN

+ LOS ANGELES March 18. — The election rally held at Watts
tomght rose to its feet as the broadcast of Myra Tanner Weiss, So-
cialist Workers Party Candidate for Mayor, opened with the playmg

" the minorities. J. Hall discussed the “Zoot Suit Riots” and R. Jones

ent Labor Party. The campaign collection totaled $60.

- farmers and agricultural workers, labor can rally the vast majority
of the American people and form a Workers’ and Farmers’ Gov-

Only such a program can possibly remove the,recui‘ring.horror
of war, fascism, and economic depressions. Only Socialism will bring

" Now some of you might ask—what has all this to do with a -

“ problems alone. No one city can-do that. . Local problems are sim-
" ply local manlfestatlozns of much larger national and international
“ problems. The same - struggle we conduct here ‘is being fought
" ‘throughout the nation and throughout the world.

Most of my opponents say that jobs must be provided for the
mllhons of prospective unemployed in the perlod of reconversion.
But how do they propose to do this? Some expect to guard against|
a new economic catastrophe by attracting the rich with their money
“to Los Angeles. Another, a little more serious, proposal pubhc

. duction facilities ean be utilized, for.these are owned by private:

rotskyist Cand idate

egins Radio T alks

Marx H ailéd Paris Commune

<,
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Thxs drawmg of the Paris Commune symbohzes the deep in-
terest which Karl Marx had in this great struggle of the working
class. Pictured at his desk, he sent advice and aid from London
to the Parisian workers “storming the heavens”—-—~bmldmg the first
workers’ state. : : :

They do not dare propose to open these idle factories and run them
under workers’ control.” So they begin with the premise that these
great factories must be locked up while/mil-lions are left to starve.

Let Us Fight for a Socialist Program

Agamst the dark and threatening prospects held out by capltal-
ism, my party, the Socialist Workers Party, offers the broad promise
of socialism—a real solution to the gangrenous soc1al ills that beset
mankind. :

1 invite you, the wprkers of Los Angeles, to join with, me and
my party in the fight for.a better world. If elected mayor, I shall
strive to advance every one of your most vital interests.. Let us fight
| together to. preserve our democratic rights against the forces of
reaction! Let us fight for a Socialist . program which will keep the
factories open so that we and our families, the returning veterans,-
and the generation that comes after us, may live as human beings
are entitled to live.. Abolish poverty and war! Fight for a Socialist.

business and will be shut dotwn when proflts can no longer be made.

world! Don’t waste -your - votes on cap;tahst :politicians}!- Vote' So—l
'clallst' o

Best Medical Care Given Fala’s Pups o

Whlle lnfants of Poor Suffer N eglect

By Grace Carlson

“Fala is the father of twins.
Dr. Thomas Sheldon,  veterin-
ary, announced today that twin
daughters were born on March
-9 at the Sheldon Canine Hos-
“pital to President Roosevelt’s
famed Scottie and - Buttons,
- owned by Miss Margaret Suck-

©

-“Fala’s daughters, named Meg-
gy and Peggy, were sent home,
- with their mother yesterday, Dr.

So ran a March 13 Associated

Now, I do not think all the

<1 should
“Fala to go through the ordeal of

But I wonder what a visitor| . : )
more serious. Dr. Martha M.
Eliot, associate chief of the U.S.
Children’s Bureau, spoke ' about
this in a press dispatch: published
in the March 13 N. Y. Times.

“Facilities for hospxtahzatlon of
maternity cases are seriously .in-
adequate and in some places tot-
ally lacking,” said Dr. Elliot. “Ef-
fort to accommodate the woimen
in hospitals has meant crowding
for the mothers and in many
situations such. serious crowding
for the newhorn infants in the
hospital nurseries that many lives
have been endangered and too
many have been lost.”

PREVENTABLE DEATHS .
Dr. Eliot pointed out-that mat-
ernity homes of four, six or eight
beds, which have been set up for
desperate mothers-to-be, often do
not meet what health authorities
regard as proper medical stand-
ards. This is true even of many
regular hospitals. “Some small
hospitals have no special matern-

he had read in the same* paper

Fala’s successful delivery at
port from the ‘U. S. Children’s|

Bureau about inadequate hospital

crazy and taken the first rocket
ship back home! t

long known there are hundreds of
* thousands of American mothers
' and their newborn infants who do

Census re-

- of white women are delivered in
" hospitals. Far more shameful —
only 29 percent of Negro women
_receive this type of care.

These 27 percent of white mat-
ernity cases and 71 percent of
mater.nity cases who do
use the operating room as. a del-
ivery room, or-as  the nursery,
with all the attendant risks of in-
fection' of ‘the mother or infant|
that this implies.”

So to the already large number
of preventable deaths of moth-
ers and newborn infants which

" ent poor mothers ~— mothers of
the working-class. When babies
«are born to the rich, their moth-
ers receive elaborate obstetrical|
'and hospital treatment — even
« more 1mpress1ve than the mater-
mty care given their dogs.

ity unit,” Dr. Eliot reported, “but| .

. But with the wartime shifts of
crowded living
condltlons in the large mass-pro-
‘duction centers; the problem of
working-class . women meeding

occurred in pre-war America will
now be added this wartime toll!
It had been estimated previously
by medical men that almost two-
thirds of the deaths of mothers in

maternity care has become still

A

of the deaths of newborn infants
were due to a lack of proper med-

ical and hospital treatment. In
round figures, this means that
nearly 100,000 lives could have
been. saved every year if this so-
ciety had only been willing to
spend the money needed. =

But statistics are cold and im-
personal. What do maternal and
infant deaths mean in terms of
human values ?

The death of a workmg class
mother in childbirth. Tragedy in
the  home — improper care. for
the new baby and the other young
children: -Very often, the neces-

cause the hard-pressed father
finds- it impossible to carry the
double burden. Then separation
of the children — boarding-homes
‘or orphan asylums. This all-too-
familiar story has been heard
thousands "of times in the court-
‘rooms where so-called . juvenile
delinquents are tried. ’

FALA IS FINE .

-And the death of a newborn
infant! . '
dead baby ., without bowing  his
head before the tragedy of a: hu-
man ‘being-that. never. had a
chance ?

100,000  deaths of mothers and
newborn babies could be prevent-
ed every year' " i

BUT MOTHER AND BABIES
IN THE . HYDE PARK ,K‘EN-

childbirth- and - close - to -one-half

-

NELS ARE DOING: NICELY!: .-

ing in of /Jlarge numbers

sity for breaking up the home be-|

Who can look upon a

Strong Minority
In UAW Opposes
No-Strike Policy

(Continued from page 1) -

special anti-strike edition of the:
CIO News addressed to the auto
workers.

The International Executive
Board and top officers of the

s| UAW unitedly  appealed to the

membership to retain the pledge. |
They mobilized their large mach-
ine of paid functionaries through-
out the union on behalf of the
pledge. The 'Stalinists mllked the

| treasuries of - the unions- under

their control and poured huge
sums into the reactionary drive,

" In addition, there were, serious

1rregular1t1es in' the ‘conduct of
the referendum. Reports are com-
of auto
‘members who received- no ballots. |
Non-members, including corpora-
tion officials, as in Lansing, Mich-
jgan, were the reclplents of  bal-
lots.
. The mlhtant Rank and Flle
-Caucus, initiated only six months
before:the referendum began, did
not- have sufficient time, organ-
ization - or. resources to reach a
‘large -section of the members.
Nevertheless, in the face of tre-
mendous obstacles, it mobilized a
powerful minority vote agamst
the pledge

. Events in the past month since
the completion of the referen-
dutm confirm the real significance
of the vote to rescind. The UAW
executive board has been com-
pelled to call for withdrawing the
CIO members from the WLB. The
corporations have launched a sav-
| age offensive against the unions.
Over 60,000 aute workers have
hit the picket lines in Detroit in
the past five weeéks:. -

These events following the ref-
eréndum vote indicate the fight-
ing mood of the ranks. They dis-
close the substantial base that
‘exists for a powerful caucus that

cus is to make’ serlous, orgamzed
preparations to e x t en'd and

‘the vanguard union in"the. Am'k

1can labor struggle. -
\] 4

e

_-|-Paris insurrection

Fwith its Commune,”

will Jead a showdown fight for|} -
a mlhtant program and a new, T
'aggreﬁzswe leadershlp The task‘
ahead for the Rank.and File Cau- ]

' strengthen its forces in the ranks |
 for ‘the coming inevitable battle ||
"to reestablish’ the' UAW -CIO as

By Ruth

Seventy-four years -ago, on

tinue to inspire the French work-

ers to this very day.

.In 1871 the victorious armies
of Bismarck ‘were routing the ar-
mies of French capitalism. The
French government, the terrified
capitalists and their followers
fled from Paris to the safety of
Versailles. Only the brave Par-
isian -masses stood their ground.
Without armed -troops, without
tested political parties, they pro-
claimed their own government,
the Paris Commune — against

| both the regime at Versailles and

the mighty Prussian enemy.
“Hastily a new government was
formed at Versailles with Thiers
at its head. He signed a truce
with Bismarck. Both capitalist
governments — French and Ger-
man — united by their common
fear of the insurgent working
class, cooperated to crush the
‘Commune.. ‘Bismarck released
thousands of prisoners of war to
swell the ranks of the French ar-

| my besieging the: workers’ gov-

~

ernment in Paris,

COMMUNE’S ACHIEVEMENTS
“-Surrounded by enemies, the
Commune, fighting for its very
existence, nevertheless set a rec-
ord of achievements which hasbe-
come a treasured heritage of the
working class. Itg councils, elect-
ed by each of - the arrondisse-
ments (districts) of Paris, show-

1ed in every action their proletar-

ian character. One of their first
decrees, for instance,  abolished
night work in bakeries; a second
.abolished: the system of fines by
which workers had been, penaliz-
ed by the bosses.

+'The Commune replaced the
standing  professional army,
which. had always been used as
a weapon of capitalist oppression,
‘by - the universal arming of the
.people. The Communardg in
arms undertook the  :defense of
fevolutionary Paris.
Altuous ‘events' of Europe today,

mandingthe right’ to ‘posses and
retain their arms in’ the fight|
against ' all the enemles of the
people.

The Commune issued a. decree
turning over to the control of the
workers all factories abandoned
‘or closed by their owners, In the
of August
1944, the French workers, inspir-
ed by the slogans of the Trot-
skyists,; demanded and in some
places carried out the expropria-
tion of ‘the factories owmned by

{ collaborationists who fled . with

the Nazi armies, and started to
operate them under the control of
workers’ councils.
HERALDS NEW SOCIETY

But most important of all,_the
Commune established a new kind
of governing body which combin-
ed both executive and legislative
functions. . The members of the

"Commune were elected by univer-

sal suffrage and served at work-
ing men’s wages. This was the
pattern upon which the Seoviets
were built during the Russian

'Revolution of 1905 and perfected
-during the Bolshevik Revolution
“of 1917,

This was the greatest
gift of the Commune to the work-
ing’ class. )

Karl Marx, who followed with

‘passionate interest every devel-

opment of the Commune, sent

‘advice and aid through the Pari-

sian members of the First Inter-
national. “Working men’s Paris,
he' wrote,
“will be forever celebrated as the
‘glorious harbinger of a new so-
ciety.” He described the Com-
mune as “the political form at
last discovered under which to
work out the economic emanclpa-
tlon of labor.”

. The Commune, however, proved
‘to be historically premature. In
1871 the French working class,
still 'engaged in handicraft or
working in small factorjes, lack-
ed the means, the forces and the
leadershlp to. 'extend and fortify
their revolution and build a so-
cialist society. The Commune
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‘the insurgent masses, following| | '
‘| the lessons of 1871, are also de-

PARIS OOMMUNE FIRST
\WORKERS GOVERNMENT

Johnson
March 18, 1871, the people of

{Paris established the first workers’ state in history—the immortal
Paris Commune. After seventy-one days of magnificent achieve-
‘ment, the Commune lay in ruins, crushed by the armies of the
. {capitalist - counter-revolution, and on. its bones was built the
| Third Republic of France. -

But. the Commune did not die.®
| Its revolutionary traditions con-

went down in a massacre which
forever exposed the brutality of
capitalism toward the workers
who strive for their llberatlon
30,000 Parisian men and women
7workers were butchered and 45,-
000 imprisoned or exiled in the

counter-revolutionary forces of
Thiers.

The Commune will yet be re-
born through the coming strug-
gles of the French workers whe
today are seeking the revolution-
ary road to freedom and peace.
In the triumph of the Soviet pow-
er and the creation of a Socialist
France and a Socialist . Europe,
the Commune will find its historic
vindication.

Billionaires Club
Membership Up
With War Profits

‘lForty-one giant corporations
are now in the billion dollar

take in more money each year
and employ more workers than
the largest states. These facts
on the growing concentration
of 'wealth in the hands of a few
colossal aggregations of finance
capital were inserted in the
Congressional Record of Feb.

12 by Senator Joseph C. O-
Mahoney, head of the Senate
Monopoly Committee.

The war-boom and lush gov-
ernment contracts have swollen
the resources of these Big: Busi-
ness. companies and extended
their hold upon  the aggregate
wealth of the nation. “During|.
the war the Federal Government,
through the Defense Plant Cor-

otherwise, has expended billions
of dollars in the construction of
plants which are operated’ 'by
some of these great compam;s,

remarks O’ Mahoney.

. With the aid of the g‘overn-
ment’s bounty General Motors has
now jumped to the fore among
the .corporate giants. In 1942
General Motors had a gross rev-
enue of $2,250,5648,859 and em-
ployed 314,144 workers.. This is
almost three times more than the
employes and revenue of New
York State which has a greater
income and more employes than
any other state or c1ty in the
country. >

The select, circle of b1111on dol-
lar corporations has grown con-
tinually during the war. “Mem-
bership in the Billion-Dollar Club
has increased to 41 from 38 at
this time last year, (1943) and
32 on December 31, 1941, a short
time “after the Unlted States en-

tered the war,” reports O’Ma-
honey. : ) ‘
The Metropolitan Life Insur-

ance Co. heads the list with $6,-
463,803,662 in total assets. The
Bell System; comprising - Ameri-
can Telephone & Telegraph Co.
and its subsidiaries, runs a close
second with $6,313,256,718. Pru-
diential Insurance Co. is third
with $5,373,979,917.

The survey showed that “Chase
National Bank of New York, the
world’s largest commercial bank,
was fourth with assets of $4,990,-
183,000, while National City
Bank of New York ranked fifth
with  $4,410,418,000.”

_“First on the list of the rail-
roads and tenth in general stand-
ing  was Pennsylvania Railroad
Co. with $2,811,694,778. Stand-

t+ard Oil Co, (N. J.) led the indus-

trials and was twelfth on the list
with - resources of $2,327,808,847.
General Motors Corporation ran
thirteenth on $2,236,372,067, and
United States Steel ranked four-
teenth on $2,106,062,460..” :
The three new 'members - whe

during 1943 were Aetna Life Af-
filiated Companies, - Socony-Va-
cuum Qil Co., and the Ford Mo-
tor Co.

bloodthirsty revenge_taken by the|-

class and the biggest of them |

poration, through the RFC. and|

By V. Grey ; ‘ :

" Scissorbill Sam (the bosses’ man) has the bright idea that So-
cialism won’t work because the workingman and woman will have
too much money. They. won’t come to work half the time, he says.

Well, in the first place, I don’t see why that will be the acid
test for the success of Socialism anyhow. If a fellow can look out
the window some fine spring 'day, see the sun come up real bright
for the first time in months, and decide to go fishing instead of go-
ing to work—why I think that’s swelll

] Espec1ally if he can afford it, and under Socialism he CAN
afford it.

‘But Scissorbill Sam" and every other company man the world
over hold up their hands in _horror when you say a thing like that.:
“What would become of productlon"” they say. “Suppose everybody
did that? It would be a fine state of affairs, wouldn’t it?”—and so

a sandwich at your machine,

They think production will go to hell under Soc1ahsm They think
everybody will take it so easy nothmg will get done. They think
we'll all' wind up ¢ombing the beach or sitting on a park bench staw—
ing until we keel over and come back to our senses.

Naturally, the' capitalist, the foreman, and their scissorbill
stooges believe that people won’t work if they are FREE. All the
bosses can see is a society where everyone—except themselves—is
a slave. Take the chains off a slave, they figure, and he’ll run away.

They understand so well how hateful it is to work under their
system that they see it takes heavy chains indeed to keep their
wage-slaves humble. Why, if the worker had a little independence,
they reason—a little extra dough, and reasonable freedom from
worry about future unem‘ployment he'd take off every day in the
week!

So keep him poor! Keep him down! And you’ll squeeze the work
out of him. And they’re partly right, too, because a slave isn’t the
same as a free man. A slave works because hé has to—because the
master has the upper hand.

But they are only partly right. The funny part of it is that
even under this wage-slave system, people don’t always behave ac-
cording to slave etiquette. (There is more than one way to act
when you get whipped.)

i For instance the people who take off the most are the sweepers.

Thelr work is the lowest paid and the most miserable. . 'A couple of
the old boys go off on a toot for two days after payday, regular
as clock work. They work the other four days counting the hours
until they get their twenty odd dollars, and spend half of it for for-
getfulness.
The people that are by far the steadlest are the /tool room
workers. Their work is the highest paid and the most interesting.
For one thing they’d hate to lose twelve dollars—or rather eighteen
with time and a half—by taking off. And not only that. You can
see when they fold up the blueprint for the day that some of them
are still thinking of the thing they are making. In that sense,’ they
even work overtime for nothlng

Even when the work.is not so interesting, men are’ much more
cheerful doing it if they are decently paid. Bricklayers, for instance,
riveters and iron workers, put in a tough day, but they don’t look

k_at it as a grind nearly as much as they would at lower pay.

| HOW IT WILL BE UNDER SOCIALISM

.- Under-Socialism EVERY job will be decently paid. ‘And jobs
| will ‘be interesting, everk Hdide" from the pay. Hours will be "shorter.

Instead of taking you at least 48 hours a week to make a hvmg,
yowll do it in 30, 24 and less. You'll plan things, turn wheels, and
push buttons instead of getting ruptured. And you’ll look forward
after your regular three or four days off, to your turn at the wheel—
just like you look forward to a day’s fishing now.

" There won’t be any question about production fallmg down be-
cause of people not working. That only happens -in- Capitalist de-
pressions when mllllons are begging for work, and-can’t get: it.
Today when there is supposed to be so much “absenteeism” the
workers have outstripped all production records. The system :of the
Capitalists works pretty well—between depressions. The Capitalists
“give” everybody work for a little whlle makmg guns to kill every-
body else.

But these same Capltahsts lock and bolt the factory door when
wars are over. And long, long lines of working people form every
day trying their best to get in the dirty place and do the work they
hate. That’s the kind of work that’s done under ‘Capitalism.f That’s
the kind of production. But that’s the CAPITALIST SYSTEM. -
Under OUR system, things are. going to be different. We're
going to be working for ourselves then, not for Park Avenue
poodles. We’ll want to work, and like to work. Not as sweated
slaves for a few lousy bucks, but as people working for other work-
ing people instead of for profits. Making the things our wives and
children want—«and making them.in far greater amounts than the
fattest, capltahsts ever dreamed of.-

The capitalists; and the capitalist-minded sclssorbllls may thmk
we’'ll get dopey and lazy with so much prosperity. They may think
that when we can eat as much as we want, we'll just keep on eating
like pigs. And that without any owners over us, we’ll -bust—that
we'll*lose all sense of responsibility and forget about making the
food that we so hoggishly~eat. In other words, - they ‘judge Us
‘by THEMSELVES.

I don’t know how. it is with other workers. But I think I'll take
my chances of possibly busting under Soclahsm against sure star-
vation unde1 Capltahsm

NEW YORK B
Militant Masquerade
Prizes for 5 Most Original Costumes
'SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 8 p. m. to Midnight
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. Refreshments
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: MORRIS STEIN

GRACE CARLSON
‘FARRELL DOBBS
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Admission: T5¢ in costume—9§1 w1thout costume
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on. You know, Just like the foreman talks when he sees you eating .
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"Doxey Wilkerson have made, it

* spokesman,

_ ish... Jimerowism” without

- gays that the Stalinists “are to-

_ value of the silent policy)

‘béen neither “modified” nor “ab-

uBrowder’s statement that he is

Hasses .and: Jull them into submigy/
ston to. the Army’s official seg-
] ;-egat;on poliey.

‘Southern training - camps

B from fighting for theirrights in
order to prevent any interference
~with the plans of the imperialist

‘that the fate of the October Rev-

" fate of the international revolu-
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Browder Shows His Colors

: The fact that the America
the struggle for Negro equality

«

“Labor with a twhite skin
cannot emancipate itself
where labor with a black
skin is branded.”

© —=KARL MARx

by CHARLES JACKSON
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n “Communists” have forsaken
since degeneratmg into the mere

agents of the Stalin bureaucracy in Russia is daily becoming

more clear to-the advanced Neg

ro militants in this country. Al-

though the Trotskyists have been pointing to this fact for some
time, the real job of exposing the present role of these so-called

“Commumsts is being done by

. Not only the leading Negro® —

“communists” such as Councilman
Ben Davis and former professor

clear that they are discouraging
any militant struggle for Negro
rights but now also the official|
, Earl Browder, has
publicly stated in the March 4th
issue of the Sunday Worker that
“It; has been the studied policy
of American Communists to re-
frain from public discussion” of

the issue of JimcroWwism in the}

Army.

. In ‘his article discussing' the
new policy of the Army to com-
thission ‘“Communists” he deals|
with' the Negro question and
nakes it clear that the “Commnun-
ists” intend to ignore the reac-
tionary Army policy of Jim Crow-
ing the Negro soldiers.

- He states (believe it or not)
that they are “convinced” that
the Army leadership is “soundly
democratic” and that “it would
move to mod1fy and finally abol-
any
$organized pressure.” He further

day happy indeed” that “progress
ig being recorded.” . According to
Browder, his “judgement, (on the
has
been confirmed.” In other words,
by not fighting back against the
reactionary policy of the Army
brass hats — wonder .of wonders|
—a great victory has been gained.

JIM CROW REMAINS

Now gince every Negro l"mows
that during four years of this im-
perialist war the repulsive Jim
Crow policy of the Army - has
olished,” it is obvious from
éithér entirely ignorant of the
faets or else iy making & trai-

torous ‘attempt to.fool the Negro.

. Since the hell which the Negro
inductee has experienced both in
and
abroad is common knowledge, we
can only assume that the Stalin-
ists’ are making an official at-
tempt to betray the Negre people.
They aim to . discourage them

war lords to conquer and exploit
the peoples of Europe, Africa and
Asia.

Although a few more openings
were made as political gestures
previous to the national elections,

the Stalinists themselves.

the general condition of the Ne-
gro in the armed forces has not
become better but worse. The
Jim Crow policy in the Army was
made public in the case of the
73 soldiers sentenced for mutiny
in Qahu, in the Navy by the 50
Negro sailors sentenced from the
West Coast, and in the Seabees
by the recent hunger strike of
1000 Negroes in protest against
the open policy of discrimination
and oppression.

Furthermore, every Negro who
has trained in the South knows
at first hand of the intolerable
conditions. Get a load of this re-
cent letter to the editor of .the
Michigan Chronicle.

JUST ONE CASE . e 0y

“On Saturday evéning, Feb, 3,
1945, a Detroit soldier, Pvt. Nor-
man Traylor of 6390 30th St., was
on his way home on pass. At
Attallia, Ala., where he boarded
the train, there was a surplus of
whites also traveling so that they
overflowed into the Jim Crow
coach. The Negroes and the
above soldier were ordered to
move back. There was no place
to go except the over-crowded Ne-
gro smoker and the mens’ rest
room,

“The soldier... refused to move.
Military police were called who
ordered the soldier out with their
guns. Seven soldiers, inc¢luding
Private Traylor, and two -civilian
women rode to Chattanooga,
Tenn, in the mens’ rest room,

“Must we wait and let our sol-
diers réturn home...
for ‘democracy” to eéncounter
again the cruel and vicious prae-
tice of Jim Crow travel?”

Signed: Mrs. Mayola Traylor.

No, the facts are against

‘Browder’s: perfidious: claim that a

“policy: of silence” will ghin con.

| cesgionsy, from: the Army brass'

hats.

Their -anti- Negro acts must be
fought against NOW by the Ne-
gro people as well as by the trade
union movement - which is the
basic target of these armed body-
guards of the American capitalist

-class.

Alert Negro militants who want
to fight for Negro rights with a

‘real fighting outfit are getting

“hep” to the bureaucratic man-
euvers of Browder and his gang.
They are lining up in ever in-

creasing numbers behind the ban-|

ner of Trotskyism and the pro-
gram of the Socialist Workers
Party — the real commumsm of
toeday. -

The program of Bolghevism
started with the point of view

olution is inseparable from the

The' program of 1928, in
internationalist”
the perspec-
hdent building
he USSR.. ‘The

in declares:“With-
n; ih the, West and
This
program, by "its very essence,
precludes the possibility of sacri-
ficing the interests of the world
workers’ movement for the inter-
ests of the USSR.-

The program of the Commun-
jst international means in prac-
tice: the interests of the prolet-
arian revolution in Friance can
and ought to be sacrificed to the
interests of the USSR (more
strictly, to the interests of the
diplomatic deals  of the Soviet
bureaucracy). The program of
Lenin warns: Soviet bureaucrat-
Jism is-the worst enemy of social-
ijsm; bureaucratism, which re-
flects the pressure of bourgeois
forces and tendencies, can lead

to_a revival of the bourgeoisie; ||

the success of the struggle
dagainst the scourge of bureau-
- ¢ratism can be assured only by
the victory of the European and
the world proletariat.

Gontrary to this, the present
program of the Communist Inter-
national States: socialism can be
built independently of the success-
es or defeats of the world prole-
tarian movement, under the guid-
ance of the infallible and all-
powerful Soviet bureaucracy;

anything. directed against the in-||

fallibility of the bureaucracy is
counter-revolutionary and should
be exterminated...

"’FA'I'E OF THE SWIET UNION
LINKED TO WORLD REVOLUTION

ist bureaucracy long ago replaced
the program of the international
proletarian revolution with a pro-
gram of Soviet national reforms.
Disorienting and enfeebling the
world proletariat by its policies,
which are a mixture of opportun-
“ism and adventurism, the Com-
munist International thereby like-
wise undermines the fundamental
interests of the USSR. We are for
the USSR, but against the usurp-
ing bureaucracy and its blind in-
strument, the Communist Inter-
national. 7

(From “Whlther France,” by
Leon Trotsky, pp. 105-106. Pion-
eer Publishers, 1936; 160 pp., cloth
$1, paper 75 cents. . Order from
Pioneer Publishers, 116 Univer-
sity Place, N. Y. 3, N. Y.).
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from fighting |

| same House of Morgan which

By Evelyn Atwood 99—
" Half a million coal miners
are compelled again to renew

in grime and sweat forlong
hours in the dark, dangerous
cavérns below the earth’s sur-
face, but their wages constantly
‘lag behind the cost of living as
.the profiteering company.stores
‘bleed them white. They are de-
nied safety equipment and
measures against needless’ mine

‘over a thousand of them and
cripple thousands more. They
require. a sufficient breathing
.spell—a 'vacation—so their ex- |
hausted bodies can recuperdte
from backbreaking, unhealthful
toil.

These mine workers

and eighty five midllion tons of
coal, an all-time record. Their
sweat and blood, their limbs and
lives are in every lump of coal
which hag helped turn the wheels
of American. industry and made
‘millionaires into billionaires dur-
ing this war. But these miners,
these producers of wealth for
others, are self-respecting, fight-
ing union men — and they are

ves and their families to livé in
decency; -comfort and health.’

The mine bosses bask in Flor-
ida sunshine and listen to the tink-
ling music of mounting profits.
But when those whose labor keeps
the mine owners in useless luxury
demand a tiny share more of the
enormous wealth they are creat-
ing, what bellows of rage are let
loose by the profit-swollen ‘par-
asites! With the aid of their
political agents, the operators
move ruthlessly to ‘crush the
workers whom they. consider
nothing but “aggressive” slaves.

SERVE MINE OWNERS

The mine.owners, who regard
profits as everything and workers
ag nothing, once more have sum-
moned their flunkies and set all
their well-oiled machinery into
motion against the mine workers.
They have, first of all, their.capi-
talist government and all- of its
.agencies of deceit and force. Thus,
even before the present mine con-
tract negotiations began, Secre-
‘tary of Interior Ickes threatened
to indict all the officials-of the
United Mine; Workers Bnion un-
der the - vicious:; mu;h Conjaa;lly‘
antl-strlke law,

- Backing . up the boss gOVern-
ment is the boss press, pouring
out a stream of lies and slanders
to poison the minds of the peome
against the miners. The New
York Tinies, mouthpiece of the

controls many coal mines, rages
that the miners are  bringing
about an “acute coal shortage..
in wartime.” It does not mention |
that the miners dug more coal
than ever before in history .or
that the mine owners made more
profits than ever before.

The Times demands even more
stringent laws than the Smith-
Comnally Aect . to throttle and
criush the miners, It approves the
cynical statement of the coal op-
erators that through their de-
‘mands the miners are “encroach-|
ing dlrectly upon the function of
government by usurping the prob-
lems of social welfare.” Who else
but the miners ecan - safeguard
their own social welfare? The
coal owners and - their ' govern-
ment can bring them only great-
er poverty and despalr

their battle against the greedy |
‘mine - owners. - The miners toil |

disasters which every year kill |

in . 1944 |
dug out of the pits six hundred]

demanding the right for themsel-|

 to spit his venom upon' the min-
“ers.

 ford to sneer at the miners who

istar-spangled bunting and appoi

form: who know: very well whor
-thiesmien-/in -the ‘pits-are Fighting,
and What they are fighting for.
The worker soldlers dre proud" of"'”

-thirteen colonies, men like the|
against ‘British|’
Were it not for their|~ - ‘ .
| Business Manager

iners Are Fi.

HE “Imagme those mmers askmg for more money whlle
E’RE fzghtmg thzs war' »

employes econtented.” All of this
“will evoke an ironie Iaugh from
the hundreds of thousands - who|
live in mining camps where con-
ditions compare to those of the
big city ‘slums and operator soli-
citude is unknown.”

WINCHELL’S DIRTY WORK

The radio, that powerful " in-

strument for shaping public opin-
ion, keeps blasting away at’ the.
miners. Foremost among the hir-
ed commentators is ~“Walter|
Winchell, who turns for a mo-}
ment. from his scandal-mongering |

This professional key:hole
peeper earns $5,000 a week now|

sharp Pencil Co.' ‘He can well af-

ask for a few cents more a day.|
He can afford to wrap himself in

himself superpatriotic spokesma
for “the boys in: the. foxholes;",!
But he will not influence the min-
ers and sons of miners and mll
lions ‘of other workers in uni

and ‘has just been offered a $10,-|

000 a week contract by the Ever-} . . ]
-agaitist the miners.

A"power of their

mashed the system of . chattel
very.. .

" After ‘the C1v11 War, ﬁghtmg
men like the miners struggled for

decades agamst the bosses to keep

what gains they made and to win
more gaing for the worklng class.
‘Many were jailed and many ‘were
killed before the Workers won the

‘right to organize'into unions; he- |

fore they won first the 10- hour
day and then the 8-hour day~——
and the 7-hour day in the mines.

‘The capitalists coined millions of

‘dollars ‘of profit out of the labor
‘of ‘children before men like ‘the
fighting miners: forced the: enact-|

ment of laws to make child labor
illegal. -

. Powerful forces are ' lined ;u'p
‘But half a
million umted men are a mighty
‘foreé too.. The miners have the
"numbers,
ave & ]ust cause, they have' the
will t6 struggle. Given the sup-
port. of the whole Iabor movement,
hey can break -the strangléhéld

Wlll thzeu' rlgh’t to.a decent life...

their “aggressive” brothers

the mines.

Yes,. the miners are aggresswe :
The miners are fightérs. For you)
have to be a man to be a miner.
The miners have plenty to fight
against — their degradation andy
impovérishment by the mine bess-
es. They also have ‘something |
to fight for =— their right to be|
free men in a free country and to
share the wealth they produce: In
this they are carrying out not|
only the best traditions of-their|
union but of the entire American
working class. : :

When this country consisted of}

miners fought
tyranny,
good fight this country might still
be under the heel of England. In:
the next century, fighting men
like the miners, the Abolitionists
and . the Unionists, fought

BACK THE MINERS! = ' |

to-|-
gether with the Negro slaves and':

Nefice‘ Td
Subscrlbers

According to' postal regwfa~‘
tions; your address is ot éone
plete unless it shows the postal
zone numiber. For example:

~The Militant’s zone number is-
New York 8, N. Y. The postal -
authorities are now' insisting
that this regulation be carried
out in the mailing of The
Mlhtant Gheck thé wrapper in
which The Militant ig mailed
to you and if the zone number
is not included, be sure to send
it ‘to us at once, to assure
delivery of your paper.,

Send the zone number to:.

116 UNIVERSITY PLACE -
NEW YORK 3, N. Y.

Even the movies  Hhave

miners’
Unlimited, an RKO
tional” film, has just been releas-
ed to 8,000 theatres, thruout the
country. The United Mine Work-
ers Journal criticizes =~ “the im-

ly and picturesque in a great
number of mining " communities
owned by coal operators. Shots
-of a modern -beauty parlor, a
well-stocked and well-kept com-

swimming pool, along with the
narrator’s explanation that these/
are the meang by which solicitous

been!
pressed into service to give the| .
public false impreéssions about the/|.
living conditions. Power|
“educa- |

pression 'it gives that all is love-|

'pany store and a slightly ultra|

operators endeavor to keep their|

In practice, indeed, the Stalin-

NEW YORK

Sunday Night Forum

“GERMANYI—THE KEY TO EUROPE'S FATE”
‘ Allied Plans for Gernlany
The German Workers’ Revolution

Speaker:
HARRY FRANKEL Contributor to ‘Fourth Internatlonal’
Sunday, March 25, 8 p. m,

Questions Refreshments

NEW YORK SCHOOL' OF SOCTAL SCIENCE
116 Umversxty Place ,
(cor. 13th Stljeet,',between 5th and Broadway)

they |

f. the blnodsuckmg ‘profiteers and;

cio 'l».éaders’\lo?t’e

Policy of Retreat
(Céntiﬁued from page 1)

“continue intaét our no - strike
pledge” after the end of the war
in Europe. They voted to retain
the CIO representatives on  the
wagé - freezing, employer - dom-

voted, oncé again, to send a
delegation to .the White House
to beg their “friend” for a hand-
6iyt. 'With' their heads buried
ostrich-like to shut out the sight
and sound of rising rank-and-file
revolt against the policy of re-
treat and capitulation, the CIO
leaders voted to continue the safmeé
course which has led the:unions |
iinto their present blind alley.

.But so strong’ has the swelling
\_opposmon to - this pohcy become |
‘that sund . its echo on ‘the
"board. Emil Rieve, presi fent " of

1

. George Baldanzi, vwe-presxdent,
cast their votes against the polxcy
réesolution. Thomas and Addes 'of |
‘the United Aut()mobﬂe Worket's
Urifon . voted - for the resolution
-after their proposal asking “con-
 sideration” for withdrawing the |

' C1O' members from the WILB had

‘been deféeated. The textile and
auto workers have been in the
,forefront of the struggle against
the wage-freeze and employer
provocations.

PROPOSE CONFERENCE
Taking cognizance of the eur- |
rent union-busting drive, the CIO'|
policy resolution deplores the
fact that “there are some employ-
ers and others who seek to take
advantage of our present war
situation and endeavor to provoke
labor by - threatening - the ex-
istence of unions, the discharge of
leading members of the union,
 cutting wages and other divisive
methods.” To correct these evils
L the CIO heads propose that

. | Roosevelt . convene a tri-partite

[ conference of industry, labor and
- government, to formulate “a
‘policy that will meet the needs

| of our nation.”

fourth
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Manager,

All this chatter about “meeting
the needs of the nation” is so
‘much gibberish. The employers
‘always
with those of the “nation.” And
their needs have been adequately
met by . Roosevélt’s policy . of |
freezing workers to their jobs at
frozen wages. Their needs have
been taken care of by labor’s no-
‘strike pledge and by the War
Labor Board. Why should they
fparticipate in & c¢onférence to
“formulate policy?” It is their

has put forward and the labor
‘leaders have been , faithfully
carrymug‘ out.

It is labor which has a crymg
 need for a new policy .to “meet
| the needs” of the workers. Such
‘a policy will never materialize

employérs and their government
agents. The CIO ranks look in
vain to their top leadership to
formulate a policy that will
defend their interests.
cowardly surre‘ndér poli¢y of the

new leadership in the process of

-that can solve their problems.

~ AKRON

Militant Club Forum
Sunday, April 1, 3 p. m.
‘The Struggle for Negro

. Equality”
39 E. Market Street

; Admission Free

To Continue Their|

 inated War Labor Board. They |

the Tektile Workers “Unioh;” §nd |-

identify THEIR needs |

policy which the administration
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“Pete,” 1 sa1d

-of large transparent green dice.

ing double shots.
“Pete,” I repeated—

" Nolan turned to look at me.
He turned pondeérously and de-
liberately as though he were aim-
ing a large gun, swinging it into
place to fire. There was a glint of
méanness in his eyes, but under-
neath it there was a look of hurt,

of pain and bewilderment  that
{sthrew up a dyke of meanness so

that the hurt wouldn’t flow out
into the world and tell everyone
that Pete Nolan had troubles that
he' couldn’t take.
Pete glared. “What the hell
any home.”

“I know, Peté, but come on
out anyhow.”

we walked down the street.

I'm afraid.

of Emil’s place.-

Pete wanted to talk, not to listen.

Pete muttered
money. .

By Theodore Kovalesky -

you talking about. I haven’t got -

STEEL WORI(ER

“come on home i .
It was late at night. The workers on the graveyard shift were’
sweating on the furnaces and straining in the mills. Some laggards’
from. the shift before were still under the showers or crouched in a
| circle .in the locker room intently watching the spinning of a pair’

Others were already at home

_sprawled wearily on kitchen chairs getting a snack before climbing
into bed. I had stopped at Emil’s place for a couple of beers with
some of the gang. And that’s where I found Pete Nolan.

Pete was leaning heavily on the bar, doing his best to bécome
drunk. There were circles under his eyes, and his hand was a little’
unsteady, for Pete had been doing this all week long He was drink-

Maybe he was sick of drinking, or maybe he really wanted
to talk. Anyhow, he finally came along, telling me his troubles as

It was an old story that Pete told me. It’s been told before in
all languages, and it will be told and re-told many more times,

Pete told me what g swell little wife Lois was. He told me Wlth
whiskey tears in his eyes how crazy he was about her.

“Before we were married,” he said, “we used to plan how it
would be. We were going to save up and maybe get a little place
of our own. I wasn’t going to work in that damn steel mill all the
rest.of my life. Some day we thought we could get away. from
here, maybe I’d open up a little garage, or we thought maybe we’d
get a little farm or something. You know, some place where we
could have something of our own and a. little security.”

But that was all finished. Pete was now blubbermg quite openly
from the double shots he had been drmkmg before I got him out

“Tt’s all over now.” Pete- caught his breath. The night a1r, a
chilly breeze sweeping over the lake had begun to clear his head.
7His Vvdice became moreé normal once again.

““eYedh;” He repeated, “it’s all‘over now. She’s finally gone and 1eft
me, and, kell, T don’t blame her. I never wanted to go out anywhere
Lor do any.thing.‘ I'd come home grouchy as hell, and she wouldn’t
want to take it, so she'd say her piece. Cripes, she couldn’t just sit
there and take it all the time without talking back.

“Besides, she had plenty to gripe about too. A girl can’t stay
young and pretty all her life. She wants to have some fun when she
is- youing, not just scrub floors and wash a bunch of dirty work
| clothes and do the cooking. It wasn’t the way we used to talk
' about . it.”

““I Didn’t Want It To Happen To Me'’

I didn’t say anything: Therée was really nothing to say; besides,

He grinned cynically. “I knew what it was like. My old man and
my old lady used to hate each other most of the time. He’d get out
of the house every chance he had, and they were always scrapping
 liké cats and dogs.
“But, cripes,” Pete turned to me pathetmally, “I knew about
that, .and I didn’t want it to happen to me, and it went and happened
| all the same. I'd come home tired. . .
| never had enough money .

You know how it is. And we

. . you know. T never meant it to happen.
“What the hell,” Pete said resignedly, “I don’t blame her.” '

We walked silently down the darkened streets past shadowed
' houses where workers slept, where bedrooms and kitchens reeked
with the hatred that comes all too often with hard times, with
drudgery, and with fatigue In the distance an engine hooted dismally
as it tugged a load of ingots past a crossing. It was a lonely sound

“Dammit, I miss her,” Pete said.

We passed more dark houses. Someétimes there would be light
in those houses, and laughter. Sometimes there would be love and
comradeship; but sometimes algo there would bé bitterness, sharp
outbursts of anger that seemed to come from trivial things but really
came from too many hours of back-breaking toil on the furnaces or
in the mills and from paychecks that were never quite enough.

“If I could have only made a little more
’, and he turned the corner of his street

10 Years Ag\d
In The Militant

MARCH 23, 1935
'NEW YORK-—Richard Whitney, President of the New York Stoek

out of a “conference” with the |

The |
‘national executive board has made |
it abundantly clear that the CIO|
militants will have to forge a|

 struggle for a program of action |

Roomt 406 |

Exchange, warned that “Excessive relief presents the gravest

later displayed his own “fiscal integrity” by .embezzling funds
entrusted to his coritrol and was sent to Sing Sing Penitentisry).
While this ecapitalist spokesman and “moralist” strove to
reduce the miserable relief handouts, The Militant revealed the
true conditions of the American workersg caught in the most
devastating depression in-history.
‘ “A widow and two small children were.found living in the
‘railroad station at Allentown, Pa.” said The Militant. “J, B
Gibson of Paris, Texas was given $2 to buy fishing tackle, and
removed from the rélief rolls, “The catfish are biting,” he Was
told. Mike Naggis, unemployéd steel worker, was found' dead
in his unheated home near Coatesville, Pa. ‘Starvatlon, said the
coroner.”

| WASHINGTON—Talk of rearmanent for the Second World War
filled the air, as néws came from Germany that Hitler hiad totn
up the Versailles Treaty. “It came as no surprise,” said The
Militant, “despite publi¢ protestations of Fighteous indignation.

power has been an open secret for many months. . . Just so long
as capitalism exists there will be wars. This is the fact that

workers and the peoples of the world must learn.”

4

threat to the fiscal integrity of the government.” (Whitney - :\; L

“That Germany has been arming ever since Hitler came to
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To defend the USSR as
the main fortress of the
world proletariat, against
all assaults of world im-
perialism and of_ internal
counter-revolution, is the
most important duty of
every class-conscious

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

e

(m———————e—— —
JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:

- 1. Military training of workers, financed
) sy the government, but under control
of the trade unions. Special officers’
training camps, financed by the gov-
ernment but controlled by the trade
unions, to tram workers to become
officers,
2. Trade union wages for all workers
drafted into the army.
3. Full equality for Negrces in the armed
forces and the war industries—Down
 with Jim Crowism everywhere. |
4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro-
~ priation of all war industries and their
operation under workers’ control

5. A rising scale of wages to meet the

rising cost of living.
- 6. Workers Defense Guards agalnst vigil-
" ante and fascist attacks._ _
" 4. An Independent Labor Party based on
= the Trade Unions.
8. A Workers’

and Farmers’ Govern-
~ ment. ‘ ,
9, The defense of the Soviet Union

against imperialist attack.

Q’German Workers

This issue of Fhe Militant carries detailed re-
ports of strikes, demonstrations, and armed clash-
_es occurring in the principal industrial centers of
Germany.  These facts show that the German
- workers are seizing the opportunity provided. by
the mortal military and political crisis of ‘German
- imperialism—under . the most terrible conditions
and adverse circumstances—to mobilize their for-
ces against the Nazi regime.
" - What then becomes of the hideous lie that the
* German workers, the first victims of Hitler, were

behind his regime and still support it? The Ger-.

man workers were dragged into this war against
“ their will and their interests by the Nazi agents
of German imperialism just as the American work-
‘ers, were plunged into the war by the servants of
- Wall Street. They are no more responsible for
~ Hitler’s atrocities -than" the British workers are

“responsible for Churchill’s massacre of the Greek

“people.

. If the German workers backed Hitler, there
would be bitter hatred and hostility between them
and the millions of foreign workers deported into
the Reich as slave labor. Instead reports from
Bremen indicate that they have cemented solidar-
ity in struggle against the Nazis. ‘“The demon-
strators were shouting in I don’t know how many
languages,” says the reporter, “it was all one roar.”

What a crushing answer is this stirring unity

in action to the Allied trade union officials who
- met last.month in an International Trade Union
‘Conference in London! Taking the cue-from their
masters, these labor flunkeys passed a resolution
saddling the German workers with responsibility
for the crimes of Hltler and German capitalism.
~This slander has been ‘concocted to justify the
" savage plans of the Big Three to partition Ger-
:'many, demolish its industries, and convert its in-
habitants into paupers and slaves as Hltlex did
to.the peoples. he .conquered. -

 To further these reactionary designs the Allied
;spokesmen are peddling another fraudulent story
~which is directly aimed against the maturing Ger-
~man revolution. They say that after military de-
- feat the Nazis will continue to fight indefinitely
by underground and guerrilla activity.

~~ The prerequisite for sustained and successfut

guerrilla ‘warfare is pdpular ,Syﬁpathy and sup'-

: port. Where will the discredited and defeated
Nazis get such support?. Not from the middle
classes described by Howard Smith as dlslllusxoned
with Hitler. and in a “revolutionary” mood. Cer-
tainly not from the German workers who, like-the
Italian workers, won’t need any Allied War Crimes
Commission to ferret out the fasc1st rats and shoot’
them on -sight.

In fact, the Allied leaders are preparmg "to stig-
matize these and other revolutionary ‘actions of
the German workers as “Nazi guerrilla warfare.”
Using this type of frameup as a smoke-screen, they
plan to use occupation troops to repress the masses,
as they have already done in Greece. One of Stalin’s
generals has declared that he would deal with a
demonstration greeting the Red Army with revo-
lutionary banners and red flags as “a Nazi con-
spiracy.” %

The American workers must be.on guard against
such lies and frameups. They must rally to the

* defense of the German worker’s revolution in the

same spirit of class solidarity dis.played by the
foreign workers inside the Reich. :

| S.‘mit‘h - Cohnaliy Act

On February 26 the United Mine Workers filed
with .the Department of Labor, the National War
Labor Board and the National Labor Relations
Board a formal notice of the existence of a labor
dispute in the coal industry. They took this step
in defense of their interests in strict conformance
with the legal requirements imposed upon the
unions by the Smith-Connally Bill (War Labor
Disputes Act.)

Desplte this scrupulous observance of the harsh
provisions of this anti-labor statute by the miners,
the pig business press at once set up a howl against,
them for preparing to “strike in wartime.” That
* Wall Street mouthp.lece, the N. Y. Times, raved in
an editorial on Feb. 28 that ‘a national coal strike
at this time would disrupt our entire war produc-
tion. It could give both-the Nazis and Japanese
the breathmg spell 'they so urgently need and
desire.” -

The Times had to acknowledge that the miners
acted" legally in taking advantage of the strike-
poll machinery ‘established under the Smith-Con-

“nally Act. But it complained that “this is the re-
sult of one of; the stupldest pleces of leglslatlon

. ever passed by Congress.”-

* Whit cynical hypocrisy! This infamous meas-
ure, passed by Congress on: June 25, 1943~ was
deliberately designed as a weapon against the trade
union movement, and especially against the United
Mine Workers which had just conducted three

magnificent general strikes agamst the ' avaricious

mine owners. [t contains many vicious civil and
criminal penalties which have  already been in-
voked to convict mine union officials, :
' But even this “slave statute” is not vicious
enough for the labor-hating employers, their press,
and government representatives.  They do not
propose to permit the miners to operate even with-
in the restrictive framework of the Smith-Con-
nally Act. Demands’ for more stringent anti-labor
legislation are already being raised in Wall Street
~and Washington. By fair means or foul, the
bosses ‘are out to smash the miners’ union.

L

The Main Task '

The Wall Street plunderbund is openly pre-

paring a’'nation-wide union-smashing drive in an- -

ticipation of an early'end to the war against Ger-
many. The bloated. war-profiteers aim -to crush
all organized resistance to' their “post-war’y wage-
slashing, open-shop “reconversion” schemes.
The recent strike-wave in Detroit was deliber-
ately provoked by the auto corporations with this
end in view. Their plans are being facilitated by
thé weak-kneed policies of surrender imposed upon
the unions by the official leadership. While the
bosses. fill their war-chests, gather their forces,
“and go ahead with their union-busting conspira-
cies, the top union officials act as a brake upon
the militancy of the ranks.

The preliminary skirmishes in Detr01t have

amply pered that the workers are ready and
eager to meet and beat back the offensive of the
union-wreckers. They have confidence that the

fighting capacities ‘which built their powerful or-’.

ganizations are fully adequate to defend them.
What the militants lack is an 6rganization which

can unify and coordinate their struggles around a-

program which answers their needs. This was evi-
dent in the recent UAW referendum on the no-
strike pledge. A powerful national coalition com-

posed of the Stalinists, the employers and their

.government, the kept: press and the union bureau-
crats was arrayed against the UAW militants. This
combination threw its full weight.against a small
rank-and-file group which had been organized to
fight for the independenge of the union by rescind-
ing the no-strike pledge. Yet, even despite this
unfavorable relationship of forces, over one-third
of the votes cast in the referendum favored  the
revocation of the pledge.

There are similar rank-and-file groups in rub-
ber, steel, and other unions. The task is to over-
come their present weaknesses and isolation and
"to create a movement capable of meeting the na-
tion-wide offensive of the eémployers.

The program for such a progressive movement
is clearly indicated by the main issues which have -
already arisen out of the experiences of the work-
ers themselves. The militants in the various unions

are mobilizing dround the following slogans: re-u

scind the no-strike pledge, withdraw the union
representatives from the WLB, build the mde-
pcndent labor party.

: Edltor ’ -
.. The attltude of f’ohsh workers Mo

| paper.

‘' Party National E-xecutive.
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Pollsh ‘Readers

was demonstrated by the reaction
of one worker
subf.crlptmn drive ~last - Sunday
morning.
opened the door tha -represent-
ed The Militant, ‘th ‘only paper
in the country which “tells the
truth about the co’ﬂdltlons of the
workers,

{: He invited me( in _and asked
ng ldeas of theji
I answeted that it was/
a socialist papér. He then stated‘
) that he was opposed to Bolshev-

about. the underl

ism. My reply wis that the pa-

shevism. He thenimade it clear
that he felt very. strongly op-
posed to Stalin’s entiré line in

‘with revolutionary:soctalism.
As soon as he discovered that
the paper was anti-Stalinist, that
it followed the policies of Lenin
and Trotsky, his attitude chang-

had nothing . in: common with
Stalinism and pre;senteq our line

Militant story on’ the Yalta con-
ference.

The worker went on to state
that he had no  confidence in
Churchill and Roosevelt — -but
felt that progress could only be

illustrate ‘his disapproval of con-

cular reference to:th
age, he went.on to. ‘
simple it would ibe to produce
heat more efﬁmently and cheaply
if done'on a coope1at1ve SOCIallSt

| basis:
Our talk Wound up by hls tak-|

ing two' subscnptmns, _one . for
himself “and one for 'a.- Polish
friend. - That, plus the :‘three 1

one hqur.

;Mulwaukee Socnalusts
Edltor

Four Soc1ahst P
ates in the - Mils aukee  School
Board Spring- Primary elections

“will be opposed-by:a fifth Social-

ist Party member, Anthony King|
of the AFL Bulldmg‘ Trades.
White-haired ' - ps ~ -membens|
were horror-stricken when Frank
Zeidler, gniding ‘light of the
somewhat rusty SP - municipal
machine, suggested that King be

{ expelled. It wds pointed out thatf

the AFL bureaucrat- has “too
many friends.” Expulsion would
also be suicidal for SP aspirants|
to AFL bureaucracy jobs.

Naturally this is not a matter
for the attention of the Socialist
The
ways of “democracy,” “auton-
omy,” “unity,” are sacred. School

in, The Mlhtant'

I told him,when he|’

| per was a Bolshevik paper, and
I asked why he wis against: Bol-

Poland and identified Stalinism|

ed. I insisted ‘that Bolshevism

-on Poland, backed up by - The.

made in Europe by the poor. Tof

ditions here at home, w1th parti-| |

had: already sold made ﬁve inf

th Tbc columns are open to tbe op inions of the readers of The Militant.
| are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and -include your
4 :Indzcate 1f you do not want your name prinied. — Editor,

ambltlous

Jack ‘O’Connell
Milwaukee, Wis.

Mbre ‘Spicy’ Articles

Editor:”
Why' tiot’ have more spicy ar-
ticles on. leading figures such as

the 6ne on Daniél Tobin? If I
could only write, I'd turn a group
out -on ¢h’of the “Big Three,”
the “Bricklayer,” “Rosy and
‘v“Uncle Joe.” |

.I’d “like ' to offer the. suggestion
that Thé Militant would be lots
more attractive if it were small-
er in size: and had more pages.
It'is very difficult to read a large
‘papbr on the street cars and bus-
es and this is the only time that
many people do read.

J. M.

Los Angeles

Negro Biood
Editor: )
“In our plant the other day, we

had. an' interesting and striking
example of  how many Negro
workers view the Red Cross. One
of - my buddies, a Negro, upon
paying the $1.00 that was forced
from him through pressure of the
company, said to the foreman:
“Here’s my dollar, only Dbe-

QUESTION BOX.

Q: In the March 17 Militant
you reported that the cost of this
war-hag “passed the trillion-dol-

lar mark.” ‘How much is a tril-

lion? : .

‘A: - A trillion is a thousand
billions .— .or a million mllhons.
In ﬁgures, 1,000,000,000,000.

* ok
Q Who were the Molly Mag-
uires?
A: A secret organization of

. Pennsylvama miners, formed as

an answer to the terrorism of the
coal operators in the 1870°s. The
Molly Maguires attempted by in-
vidual acts of violence to win bet-
ter wages and conditions for the
miners. . They were betrayed,by
a  Pinkerton stool-pigeoh and
the organization destroyed by
hanging ten and Jallmg the rest
of its' leaders.
. * L

Q What was the ﬁrst umon
in América? ’
A: The prmters, who in New
York organized a ‘“turn-out” —
a strike — .in 1776. Other trade
unions were organized = in. the
same peuod by shoemakers, ship
masters, tailors and carpenters.
- % ok %

Q: What is the proletariat and
Jhow does it dlffer‘ from the work-
ers?

A: There is 1o difference. The]
‘term  ‘proletariat’ includes all
those who must live” by selling

Board posts in- Milwaukee are

traditional = stepping-stones - - for:

'3

&

labor-ifamng politi- |
| cians, . .-

| neither is my money.”

e ,
Whlle I ‘have some more room,

| system of government,
The United States Constitution|

Letters

cause I promlsed it to you. When
I went down to the Red Cross
blood bank the other day, to of-
fer a pint of my blood, I was told,
‘No, we’re not in need of any Ne-
gro blood.at present.’” If my blood
isn’t good enough for

Truly, this is a good-example
of the double discrimination
against the Negro m1nor1ty in
this country

1. C. (
Youngstown, O.

Sﬁste!n Denies Right
To Trial By Jury

Editor:

I certainly hke the way you
replied to L. G. Sims in your is-
sue of February 24th. It ddes not
matter who is the president under
thig system; they all act more or
less alike. Hoover was not as
good a president because he could
not peddle as much baloney. But
a change of presidents really
makes no actual change in the

supposedly guarantees that the
right to jury trials shall be pres-
erved in both criminal and civil
cases but for over .60 years it has
been the easiest thing to prevent
lawyerless defendants from hav-
ing jury trials. For who could
ever know that they had demand-
ed a jury trial within the time
prescribed by law?

And - after regaining his lib-
erty, if a man tried to take legal
action against whoever prevented
him from having a jury trial, he
would find such action was impos-
sible because he could produce no
proof. It was merely his. word
against the word of a respected
citizen, and he was an ex-conviet.

It may be that those who made
the Constitution intended that a
defendant should remain a de-
fendant until he liad received all
the 'legal rights he was entitled
to, and that in any controversy,
the burden of proving that he had
received his legal rights would be
upon those responsible for handl-
ing the case.

But between the people and the
Constitution there are such a lot
of lawyers and judges who have
made. so many rules for legal pro-
cedure that it is impossible for
the Supreme Law of the land to
operate when a poor man is the
defendant.

Do the people approve of such

practices or is there a possibility
that they do not know of them?
It is a certainty that they have
the right to sit on jury trials and
they cannot do this when such
trials are withheld from those
who are entitled to them.
This mdtter may possibly inter-
est some of your readers for it
shows that the authorities believe
that they are justified in ignoring
the United States -Constitution
and administering the law in the
way they think best. It also
shows that they refuse.to allow
a lawyerless defendant to have
a fair trial.

the capltallsts.

their labor. power for wages tol.

Arthur Penn

.| freezing Little Steel Formula.

them,

OPA Gives Prohteers
Another Helpmg Hand

Roosevelt’s Office bf Price Admlmstratlon last week

extended to wholesalers and retailers of “a1l com-'

modities” the privilege of using ‘special price-padding .
practices already employed by the manufacturers with
OPA . approval, :
This is the “product standard” principle of ﬁxmg
prices, which netted the, steel barons alone $100, 000 -
000 extra profits in 1944,

According 'to - this slick method, manufacturers and
merchants may demand and secure industry-wide
price- cellmg increases for specific commodities on the
basis of the costs of the smallest and least efﬁclent
firms in a given industry or trade. )

'All the merchants have to do to get a price boost
on any item is to show that some individual seller’s
cost of operation does not permit a “reasonable”
profit on that item. The price-ceiling is hiked for the
entire trade, regardless of how large the profits of
the big firms are,

. This OPA-price gougers’ scheme to- chp the .con-
sumers for hundreds of millions in additional profits
was announced just after Deputy OPA Administrator
Brownlee .had . reported on the staggering profits of:

Brownlee admitted that 1943 profits had soared
as much as ten times over those of the 1936-39, period. .

revealed, Department and specxalty stores, 1,046 per
cent; hardware retailers, 360; small furniture sellers,
170; variety' chain stores, 250; men’s clothing, 230;
«chain groceries, 76; independent groceries, 101; music -
shops, 210,

This latest OPA assnstance to the. proﬁteers was

‘| denounced by Donald Montgomery, chairman of the

ORKERS' |
ORUM

CIO Cost of Living Committee and a member of the

OPA’s Labor . Policy Committee. He declared that
unless such policies are halted “price control is going

to give way” and an “explosive situation” will result.

For the consumers, the “cf)mplicated formulas” of
the OPA mean that it “continues to raise prices for

establishments which already are making many times

the profits which they made in pre-war years.”

Thus, Roosevelt’s OPA sanctions a new huge price

| steal just after his War Labor Board and Economic

Stabilization ~ Administration reendorse the wage-

&

Friends Inside Congress

representative before the House Campaign Expendi-
tures Committee last year, the National Association
of Manufacturers is strictly “non-political.” NAM
didn’t have to account for political expenditures, be-
cause it didn’t make any. So said the NAM.

a flossy little pamphlet, called “Know Your Con-
gressman.” This is being sent to all NAM members
with a letter from Ira Mosher, new NAM: president.
. As one commentator .observed, this educational
brochure might well be titled “The Care and Feeding
of Congressmen.” It tells all the little charming ways
a business man can use to “win friends and influence
people” among the federal legislatqrs.

men in getting Congress tc give them what they

ber that a Congressman is “human” and has personal
problems—such as & miserly $10,000 annual salary
which is “not enough to meet his demands.”

Be useful to your Congressman and he’ll be useful
to you, is the NAM “non-political” slogan.

Grain Speculators Goin‘
Millions From “Leaks’

ment’s Commodity Credit Corporation operations have
made “millions and millions of dollars” in the grain
‘market, declared Rep. Taber. before the House last
week. He called for an investigation of a situation
which he said “transcends Teapot Dome.”

stated that an examination of

purchases” of grain at below pa
days before the CCC announced
grain. prices up to parity. ' f
“People’ on the in,” he 5 ¢
millions and millions of dollars o
Taber recited grain price quo'tatlo a
Sepbember 26, 1944 prior to the market: openmg: “Be~
fore the grain market opened the Government an-
nounced that it would buy on May. 1, 1945, at full
parity price all wheat under lwoanthat remained un-

just a few:
support

-cent advance in wheat that day.
“From September’ 9 to Septembefr 25 there was a
steady rise in the price of wheat and the spread

was a very larie volume of purchases and those
' purchases were dropped on the market immediately
after the announcement on bhe 25th at a very large
profit.”

He asked: “Is lt possible to infer anything other
than that there had been a leak in the operations of
the Commodity Credit Corporatlon and that those with
the tip-off made an enormous profit in getting rid of
the wheat at high prices?” A similar “leakage and a
profit on the part of speculators” in the egg, rye and
raisin markets in. connection with CCC operations
were also charged.

At the moment these disclostires were being made,
Frank Hancock, CCC head, sitting in’ the House
gallery, hastily disclosed to reporters that three em-
ployees of the CCC had been “separated”. from their
jobs and an‘investigation was beihg started.

This, presumably, will uncover some minor scape-
goats, while capitalist speculation in the hecessities

speculators would merely -use their government.con-

San Francisco, Cal.!

nections to uncover new sources of “inside” 1nfoma-
tion, ! :

retail merchants to the Senate Banking and Cutrrency- -
Committee. He explained that “the OPA never reduces '
prices merely because it considers profits are large.” =

Here are the percentages of pmﬁt increases he

: . - - .
NAM Advice On How To Win
According to the tongue-in-cheek testimony of its

. The latest, “Hotispolitical” venture of the NAM is - i

Included in the pamphlet’ are ten rules for busmess ;

want. It also advises the busmess lobbyists to remem-.

Speculators with inside information on the govern-

\These charges were supported by Rep. Keefe, who ;
“certain’ brokerage
houses here and in Chicago” would dlsclose “large

redeemed. This came.as a surprise and caused zi five- .

reached a height of 14' 1/5 cents per bushel. There -

of life for the people will continue tunabated. The

EF e
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