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The Answer To
|Truman Attack

M STRI

On GM Strlke

By The Edttors

.+ This week has been a climactic one for the General
Motors strike, for the labor movement as & whole. One |
important event has piled up on top of the other, neces-
sitating new decisions on the part of the GM workers and
their leaders.

¢ "First, President Truman came forward as we had
predicted from the first, with a proposal. that the General

" Motors workers call off their strike and go back to work

', In the “public interest.”

In réturn, he would set up a
Fact- Findmg Commission which would study the case and
render its opinion. Had the labor movement accepted this
slippery strikebreaking formula, it would have found it-
self bound in a straitjacket of compulsory arbitration, de-

i spite the fake “voluntary” features of the Truman plan.

Had the labor movement accepted Truman’s formula it
would have taken a long step down the road toward com-
plete regxmentation of the trade unions.

'CIO Leadership Reacts Sharply

The official leadership of the CIO.; reacted; admirably
to Truman’s brutal intervention in.the GM strike. Philip

~ Murray, CIO president, took to the radio and over a
nationwide hook-up spoke brave and true words of de-
- fiance.

He told how the big corporations had piled up
fantastic profits. He related how the workers had suf-
fered wage cuts since V-J Day, ranging from 23 to 50 per
cent. He told about the official government reports which
proved, black on white, that the corporation can raise.

wages 24 per cent and still make more than twice the-

profits they made before the war, He told how .Congress

" had callously done nothing for the working man ‘while it

had rushed through tax laws ab brea neck speed which.

from . Trea
eclared dramatically; “thie- Fede al- A
i a,bject cowardice,. Its rancor is conifined’ to 1

‘Words Not Matched By Actzons

: Murray concluded that the design of the Truman-pro-
posed laws can only be “to weaken and ultimately to de-
(Continued on Page 2) ’

SWP Cables Demand
To Legalize ‘La Verlte

~The first paper to appear in the French underground

~ after the Nazis conquered France is having difficulty secur-

with the “Big 4” packers in the

< event of the strike vote.
. ards lined up entire departments,

< banners were carried as they
“marched.

workers was borne out in the
. vote, which was overwhelmingly

» number of other independents
. have granted a 17% cent in-
. erease,

* union negotiations with Armour,

Strike Action

.of thousands of other workers
“try for decent wages.

-ed -Packinghouse Workers, CIO,
- .has:been unable to make any

.increase. &

" Scabs,” “Every Worker A Un-
_ion Member.”

ing legalization from the de Gaulle regime. Throughout
the occupation the publishers and distributors of this pa-
per, La Verite, (Truth) were hounded by the Gestapo.

. @¢Many of themtflell before t;12'1"-
- : ing squads. Others were tor-

Packinghouse | wed

Workers Favor

tured and transported to
concentration camps.

Now de Gaulle is reluctant to
authorize  publication - of this
heroic paper of the French Trot-
skyists. -~ Apparently: like the

By Leigh Ray
(Speczal 1o The Militant)

CHICAGO NOV 30. — 25,000
packmghouse workers - here
thronged to the*polls today to
vote strike and join the hundreds

advocacy  of revolutionary so-
cialism.

{on  December 3" cabled Charles
de Gaulle, President of France,
and Andre Malraux, his Minister
of Information, demanding im-
mediate removal of the legal ob-
stacles now shackhng _publica-
tion of La Verite. The ‘text .of
the cable follows: *
o & B % )

The Socialist Workers ‘Party
learns with astonishment that
La Verite, central organ of the
Parti Communiste . Internation-
ale, is refused authorization to
appear as a fully legal news-
paper,

La Verite was the first organ
to be published in the under-
ground in resistance to the Nazi
invader. La - Verite has been
fighting all forms of fascism
ahd oppression.

Refusal to grant this organ of
the Parti Commurniste Interna-
tionaliste full freedom of press
appears -to advanced workers in
this country as unpardonable vi-
olation of democratic rights.

We urgently request you cor-
rect this injustice and grant full
freedom to La Verite.

We propose to acquaint the en-
tire ‘labor movement of the
United States with: the conduct
of your government in this im-
 portant -case.

. James P. Cannon,
‘Secretary, . Socfalist. .

struggling throughout the coun-
The Unit-
progress in extended negotiations

demand for a 25-cent an hour

The Armour local made a gala
Stew-

and marched them to the union
hall for the vote. Hundreds of

“100%
‘Raise!”,

CIO for 25
Cent “Down With
Evidence of sol-
idarity among the marching

for strike in all locals, and in
some plants was 100 per cent!

Hormel, Morrell, Raft and a

with the additional 7%
cent held in abeyance pending

Swift, Wilson .and Cudahy.
Meanwhile, strike strategy com-
mittees are being set up in each
plant and the workers are set
for an all eut fight.

Natlonal

i 'I'HOUGHT STRIKE ENDED

Nazis he too fears its militant ||

The" Socialist Workers Party !

'canad*a‘ ' Ford
Finish Fight

By Kay O’Brzen
(Special ‘to’ The Mtligmt)

. WINDSOR, Ont., Dec. 3.—
After three months of piek-
eting, during which the huge

| Ford Motor Company of Can-

ada has. remained completely
shut down, the 10,000 strik!

FINISI-I by voting to reJect a
proposal - to: return to, work .on
the basis of govemment ‘arbitra-
tion. :

The e,rbitratmn proposal which

which " of " course was ‘accepted
promptly: by the company, called

for the: Iollowing : , !
The strike was to “be ended

the men were to return to work
and negotiations were to be re-
sumed between the company and
the. unlon with. some Supreme
Court Judge of Canada, ‘as gov-
ernment arbitrator, sitting in on
the negotiations. - At the end of
10 days, ‘if “no agreement were
reached, the whole matter would
be referred to the government
arbitrator, whose decision would
be final and binding.

cumulated for some time before
the strike started

Buckling under_ the pressure
of the government and the la-
bor-hating press, all officers of
Local 200, as well as the local
negotiating .and policy . commit-
tees, had.gone on record in favor
of accepting Mitchell’s treacher-
our -arbitration . proposal.. The
newspapeérs: thought . the. strike
‘was over. They thought . the
strike had been.effectively side-
tracked - by -this. phony “com-~

promise.”

pvopaganda bamge, the pro-
posal was presented to the local
(Continued on Page 2)

Windsor Local Rejects|
| Gov't Arblmmon

ing Ford. workers, members :
of Local 200, CIO United Auto-
mobile Workers, have. given ‘re-|
néwed evidence of their deter-|{ .4
mination. . to- FIGHT TOQ THE|

came from-Canadian Minister of{ .
1 Labor,. I-Iumphrey Mitchell and

’Truman’s virtuai declaratmn of

‘has dared to strip from his face

Big. Business .against the Amer-

Under cover of. the company’s

By A it Prets

President Truman’s’ demonstratlve str1kebreakmg in-
tervention against the General Motors workers and his
: call for leglslatlon to restrict the right to strxke s1gnal-

un%ons, with’ the government.
acting - ‘undisgiisedly  as ¢

spearhead of the ‘anti-union at-
tack. , ]

. 4, At one stroke, Truman’s ac-
tion has virtually shattered the
myth, which the union leaders
themselves have helped to cons-
truct for 13 years, that the Demo-
cratic administration stands
above the interest of both capital
and labor and can be relied on as
an “impartial” arbiter in labor
disputes.

war agamst militant unionism,
issued December 3.

1. For the first time in 13 years
a President of the United States

the “friend eof labor” mask and
has openly aligned himself with

ican labor movement.

2. His action, as numerous
capitalist press commentators
have observed, has given the
“green light” to the Congression-
al agents of Wall Street for an
unrestrained legislative assault
on labor’s rights.

3. Truman’s declaration means
an intensification of the Big
Business offensive against the

forced top CIO and AFL union
officials to make their first break .
with- the administration in 13
years and has raised sharply the.
question of what political road
organized labor will now take. -

CONFLICT’S DEVELOPMENT

*

‘fons. "

take-hmne _pay.

Fact-Finding Boards: Act” are

Workers

 Workers Party.

S WP HITS "'I-'A CT-FINDING’
ACT: DEMANDS HEARING

“The .followzng telegram, denouncmg the proposed “Labor
Fact-Finding Boards 'Act,” end requesting an appoiniment
. to-testify -against the. bill before the House Commiltee On
‘Labor, was sent December 6 by the Socialist Workers Party

. to Mary Norton, Chairman of the Committee. . B

_ - 'The'Socialist Workers Party denounces the “Labor Fact-
" Finding Boards Act,” initiated by President Truman, and
“ now before the Committee on Labor in the House of Rep-
resentatives. This bill is directed against the rights and
the interests ‘of the American workers and their trade un-
B (% infringes on the right to strike and is deliberately
calcula.ted to.stab in the back the American workers ' who
‘are fighting for a_ 30 per cent wage increase to compen-
sate_ for the increased . cost of living and sharply reduced
This. bill ean give aid and comfort only
to the arrogant, defiant, power-drunk monopoly corpora-
tions: like General Motors and U. S. Steel who are already
emboldened by fat war profits and generous tax rebates
guaranteeing ‘continued super-profits.

Instead- of passing legislation that would compel the
corporations ‘to open the books to the trade unions, as
demanded by the auto workers, which would prove thai

" the corpora.tions ‘are ‘able to pay the wages demanded,
Presidént Truman has ‘proposed and Congress is in great
haste acting :upon’ legislation that would impose involuntary
servitude on the workers. The provisions of the “Labor

cratic rights of ‘the workers in thi¢ country, and are equally

an attack on the rights of free speech and free press, since

the proposed Act declares that “It shall be unlawful for
© any person to coerce, instigate, induce, conspire with, or

enoouraxe any person to interfere with or prevent such

work . or operations by lock-out, strike, or otherwise.”

~ The. Socialist Workers Party denounces this bill because

it is a coldly calculated attack on labor and a blow at the

democratic rights of the American people.

‘I have been- designated to- appear before the Committee

_on Lobor dn the House of Representatives to testify in be-

half of the Socialist Workers Party. Please inform me when
I may be heard by your Committee.

Representing ‘the National Commxttee of the Secialist

The administration through-
out the war struck one blow af-
ter another against the workers.
But- with the ‘aid of the trade
union leaders and the camou-
flage of patriotic propaganda the
government was -able, to a large
extent, to represent its invasions
of labor’s rights and conditions
as necessary but temporary sac-
rifices in the interests. of - the
“war effort.”

The promises of full employ-

[] K
Jim Crow Rules

A Negro quartermaster truck
company compesed of high point
veterans eligible for immediate
discharge were denied passage
to the United States on the. fast
U.8.8. Croatan by Jim Crow
n}vy officers.

The officers said “there were
no segregation facilities on the
flight deck of the baby flattop,”
according to the December 5,
N. Y. Herald Tribune.

Following objections of the
navy Gold Braid the men were
transferred to another, much
slower transport.

However, six Negro sérvice-
men were said to have been. ov-
erlooked. ‘Their race was -not
discovered until after they were
aboard the ship. Despite the
objections of the commander and:
executive officer, they sailed dn

the Croatan.

‘| The other 123 men in the
Negro truck company are being
delayed in getting home from
the war for “democracy” bécause
the navy and the U. S. Govern-
ment insist on following Jim

*

a direct attack on the demo-

FARRELL DOBBS,

‘the

5. Truman’s declaration has'

ment decent wages and per-
manent security which the ad-
ministration pledged for after
the war. have, been exposed as

,lies .
Orgamzed 1abqr‘ -and partieu- :

lﬂy the ir 1
the C10, “have been compelled

simply fo-retdin ‘the same- level

of take-home. pay and restore
(Continued on Page 7)

GM Veterans

Picket, Demand ;

Compensation
By Evelyn Atwood

, (Special to. The Milztant)
DETROIT Dec '7—Wh11e 100

indignant veterans picketed the.

offices of the Michigan Unem-
‘ployment Compensation Com-
mission at Woodward and Man-
chester this afternoon, John W.
Anderson, Chairman -of
UAW-CIO City-Wide Veterans’

Committee, heading a-delegation |,

of seven, presented to Chairman
Dr. Robert M. Ashley and other
top officers of the MUCC the

demand for immediate payment.

to the. veterans - of unemployed
benefits !

Some 14,000 Miehigan war vet- |
erans, affected .by the General

Motors. strike, .are aroused- be-
cause they have been given' the.
runaround instead of the $20-a- |-
week benefits to ‘which they are].:"
entitled under the GI Bill of |-

Rights.
MASS MEETINGV .

The. demonstration today was
called by a mass meeting last
night of 1,000 veterans, at UAW-
CIO Local 157 Hall, McGraw and
14th Street, at which ‘the veter-
ans-voiced their deep resentment
and ' demanded. iminediate action
to-end the present intolerable
situation.

This mass meeting, under the
chairmanship of John W. Ander-
son, of UAW Fleetwood ‘Local

15, was addressed by R. J.

Thomas, International President;

Walter Reuther, International

Vice-President in: charge of Gen-
(Continued on Page 8). °

ON THE INSIDE '
U. S. Imperialism In
The Philippines :
Smith Meeting Picketed ...
How Auto Barons Get Rich
‘COLUMNS AND FEATURES
To bring you nation-wide re-
ports on current labor news; we
have omitted- this - week :Trade

cosBosssnssarres

Union - News and International‘

Notes. - .. L

Veterans Problems ....... seranstessanassd |

Workers FOrum .....i.esme
The Negro Struggle

Crow practices.

A2}

Diary of- Steelworker AT

DEMAND

S trllrebrealrm "Re uest
To End Wallmut Re[ected

Delegates Call On CIO To Convene Immedmto

|National Emergency Conference In Caplfol

By Kay O’Brien
(Special to THE MILITANT)

DETROIT, Dec. 8 —Representatives of 225 =
000 striking GM workers, meeting here today at

the National Delegates’ Conference of the General

Motors Department CIO United Automobile
Workers, unanimously and defiantly rejected both

| President Truman’s strikebreaking demand that

-|G10 Conference

. Workers v
7| Committee of Flint, repre-
‘| senting 40,000 striking Gen-

to |’
fight backwith' ever. greater: “furyw

| bor  conspiracy in Congress.

‘and. AC Spark Plug 651, has met

‘the ]

€the GM strikers return
to work and the corpora-
tion’s insulting counter-
offer of a 13%2 cent an
hour raise instead of ‘the
demanded 30 per cent in-
crease.

Sternly determined to continue
their just struggle: despite the
strikebreaking pressure and in-
tervention of the administration,
the 200 delegates reaffirmed
their original demand for a 30
per cent wage raise. In addition,
they called for an extension -of
the strike to all GM plants un-
der the jurisdiction of the CIO
United Electrical;, Radio. and
Machine Workers, and. urged
that a National CIO Emergency
Conference be convened imme-
diately in Washington “to smash
the anti-labor campaign now is-
suing forth from Congress.”

URGE UE ACTION

Flint Strikers
Urge Emergency

By Jerry Kirk
(Special to The Militant)

FLINT, Mich., Dec. 6—The
CI1.0. United Automobile
City-Wide Strike

eral Motors workers here, to-
day urged that the CIO con-.
vene an immediate national
emergency conference in
Washington to prepare for and
mobilize a nation-wide fight on,
the economic and political field
against the Big Business-Gov-
ernment assault .on the labor
movement.

This proposal came. in the
form of a resolution to the GM
delegates conference m Detroit

However, while favoring the
extension of the strike to-UE
plants, the conference was: per=
- suaded- by top UAW, officials to
l1mit the sc?lpe of the trlke dn=

tion to permit the top negotial
ing committee to negotiate“:
agreement with the corporation
on admitting the office force and
supervision into the plants was
finally passed, but only with the
proviso that the company im-
mediately start negotiating
within the  plants on plant
grievances.

In his report to the conference
on the progress of the strike and
on  the -negotiations with the
corporation, Walter Reuther,
UAW vice-president and head
of the General Motors Depart-
ment, called for “more heat om
GM.” He pointed out that while
all ‘the auto plants of General
Motors had been closed dowm

. (Continued on Page 2)

CI@ ngtional emergency confer-
ence for the following purposes:

- “l. To mobilize the Amer-
ican people against the anti-la-

© “2. To lay the groundwork
for the formation of a Ilabor
party..

“3. To mobilize a great mass
march on Washington to halt
the congressional offensive
against- labor.”

ENTHUSJIASTIC RESPONSE

This action of the four power-
ful GM locals here, Buick 599,
Chevrolet 659, Fisher Body 581

with. an immediate enthusiastic.
response from the rank and "file.
It is taken as an indication of

"~ {Continued on Page %)

GM Resolution On
CIO Conference

WHEREAS The Clty—Wlde Strike Committee of Flint,
Michigan, representing 40,000 GM workers, adopted on
. December- 6 -a recommendation to this GM Conference
that we call'on the national CIO to convoke an immed-
iate conference in Washington, D. C., for the purpose
of ‘mobilizing the American people against the antj«
labor conspiracy that is now being hatched in Congresl
by the enemies of labor, and ;
WHEREAS President Truman and his administration han
lined up with General Motors and the other major’ cor-
porate interests to break the General Motors strike and
thus to defeat the just demands of the GM workers for
a 30 per cent wage increese, as well as the just dema.nds
of the whole labor movement for a living wage, and-
WHEREAS President Truman’s ultimatum to the’ auto
~and steel workers and his advocacy of anti-labor legis~
lation, coupled with the furious campaign in Congress
to rush through legislation designed to destroy the:in-
' dependence and integrity of the trade unions, has con-
~fronted the CIO with a deadly threa* to its existence,
-and immediately menaces the Genral Motors strike, and

WHEREAS: The outcome of the GM strike will determine

" the outcome of the fight of all American labor for a

. decéent standard of living, and .

WHEREAS: This deadly threat to our strike, as well as to

-:the independence of the labor movement can only he
-adequately met by a nation-wide mobilization and
counter-offensive on the part of organized labor,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That this GM Confer-
ence calls upon the leadership of the CIO to convene
immediately in Washington, D. C., an emergency con-
ference, with the broadest representation from every
:-CI0Q. local in-the country. This conference shall have
' the:duty of organizing labor’s counter-offensive to the
corporation-government assault upon: orgamzed labor.
This -conference can succeed in' arousing the people to
“‘the dangér and ‘thus smash the anti- labov romimcion now
issuing forth from Congress ¢
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stroy labor union organizations. It can be but the first
step for even more savage legislative repression,”
<+ . And Murray climaxed his militant speech by promising
that “the CIO would .mobilize its entire membership and
the American people to defeat this specific measure and
all similar attempts directed against labor.,” Brave words!
Fighting words! MURRAY HAD BROKEN WITH THE
TRUMAN ADMINISTRATION! Murray had issued to his
arganization the call to arms! That was the meaning of
this impertant radio speech, °

~But the mobilization of labor by its leaders and the
counter-offensive against Labor’s enemies has not mater-
falized. Murray has not implemented his speech. Alas,
Miirray’s words are not matched by his actions.

Three Courses Open To CIO Leaders

. There are only three courses that Murray and the
other top leaders of the CIO have available to them after
their open break with the Truman administration. First,
Murray can turn to the Republicans, as John L, Lewis did
i 1940. This course is excluded for the CIO because of
tite avowedly reactionary character and make-up of this
outspoken agency of Big Capital.

Or, Murray and the CIO top leaders can take the lead
in forming an independent labor party, or even a third
party. But Murray and his lieutenants, today, lack the
oourage to embark on this road.

Therefore, Murray has no alternative but to turn baek
to the Truman administration and attempt to pateh up
the “disagreements” and to cook up some kind of rotten
“compromise.” Murray, to all appearances, hasn’t broken

with the Truman administration for keeps. Murray, to all
appearances, is like the bride who after a tearful scene,
peacks up her grips and rushes home to mother. But she
doesn’t mean it. She is sitting expectantly waiting for
the phone to ring. That Is Murray today. He is anxiously
waiting for the White House phone call. He is ready to
Make up.

" That is why Murray is not making good on his prom-
ises that he gave to labor in his radio speech. That is
why he has proposed no plan of action to mobilize the
bioad masses of labor and to arouse the American people
to the meaning of the crisis. That is why he has pro-
posed no steps to halt the arch-reactionary threat that
;h coming from the legislative halls of Congress.

The GM strike for a 30 per cent wage increase and
with it the whole drive of labor for a decent standard of
living is today menaced by Congress. These labor-hating
scoundrels in Congress, now unleashed by Truman, pro-
pose to put the trade unions in irons. This threat must
be met and defeated! There is no time to lose. Murray
obviously. hasn’t the courage to give leadership at this
critical moment.

GM Strikers Have An Answer

The Flint workers and the GM strikers have, however,
already provided the answer a§ to what must be done.
This mortal threat to labor can be $topped by a DISPLAY
OF STRENGTH, by a DEMONSTRATION OF POWER. That
is why the demand for the calling of an emergency CIO
Conference in Washington, D. C. broadly representative of
every CIO local in the country, hlts the nail right on the
head.

Such a conference will have the duty of taking all.
necessary steps to mobilize the people for a great counter-
offensive. S8uch a conference, boldly conceived and mil-
itantly led, can stop the Congressional labor-haters cold
in their tracks, and can lay the groundwork for the forma-
tlon of labdr’s own political party. That is the way to
meet this danger and overcome it. That is the way for
labor to widen the breach that has developed between the
CIO leaders and the Truman administration, »

* * *

We see that the top officers of the CIO, instead of giving
American labor the necessary lead to meet the threat
from Congress, are instead holding themselves in readi~
ness for a new “deal” with the Truman administration.
This interpretation of the events is further buttressed by
the sequence of events which has taken place mslde the
labor movement this past week.

Let us begin right from the beginning. Labor’s fight
for a 30 per cent wage increase, or the reduction of hours
with no reduction in pay, or to put it in still another
way, labor’s fight to maintain its standard of living, be-
gan immediately with the ending of the war. The steel
union, the auto union, the electrical union, the oil union,

the AFL unions, all began negotiating for wage increases. |

But this fight did not take on a really serious character
until the oil workers cut through the red tape, and went
out on strike. The oil union, however, proved too weak
to lead this immense battle and found its strike quickly

squelched by Truman’s government “seizure” of the oil pro-

| tion,

perties under provisions of the Smith-Connally Act.
The fight for the 30 per cent increase reached the
point of & labor erisis only when the GM workers began
their remarkable, series of negotiations with the General
Motors corporation, negotiations that were conducted in
the full glare of the Kleig lights and the public gaze, nego-
tiations that were finally climaxed by the strike of 225,000
GM workers. What happened, in effect, was that the

{leadership of labor’s fight for a decent standard of living
was taken over by the GM strikers.

And Walter Reuther,
UAW-Vice-President in charge of the GM  department,
who directly led this remarkable series of negotiations,
found. himself catapilted again into the national lime-
light, and this time as the leader of the momentous wage |n
battle of labor. Reuther’s career, in a certain sense, has
become bound up with a vietory in the GM strike.

“Mysterious” Pitisburgh Conference

A minor aspect of Murray’s radio speech, therefore,
was the attempt on his part to regain the moral, the na=
tional leadership of labor’s vital wage fight. Murray’s
speech was followed by the calling of a “mysterious” con-
ference in Pittsburgh on the Initiative of the Stalinist
leadership of the United Electrical, Radio and Machine
Workers, and of Murray. This conference was attended
by the UE leaders, Murray, Murray’s personal lieutenants,
85 well as the leaders of the UAW? Thomas, Addes and
Reuther, and the officials of the General Motors corpora-
What was the purpose of this conference? -It was
to take the initiative out of the hands of Reuther, and
through Thomas and Addes to put the initiative into the
hands of Murray and the Stalinists, For what purpose?
Very likely to try to cook up some “reasonable compromisée”
with the General Motors Corporation, ‘

Very likely, Murray and the Stalinists tried to shift
negotiations from Detroit and to resume them right then
and there In Pittsburgh. Listen to this statement of
Reuther, part of his report to the union on the Pittsburgh
Conferénce:

“In line with the established policy of the General
Motors Departtnent, of not negotiating wage or other
issues in the current dispute without the presence of the
Top Negotiating Committee, our discussions in Pittsburgh
were limited to the resumption of negotiations.”

"In the past, Reuther never hesitated in negotiating

with GM acompanied only by several of his pald organ-

izers. Today, surrounded by hostile associates in the union -

movement, he insists that he cannot negotiate without the
presence of the 9-man Negotiating Committee, electedt by
the GM union representatives from all over the country.

Thus the negotiations were brought back to Detroit

and thus any attempt to make a deal over the heads otn"*\

the rank and file was frustrated. ,

Treacherous Role Of Stalinists

Ib is an open secret that Murray and the Stalinists -

as well as R. J. Thomas and Addes are hostile to the uniopn

demands in the GM negotiations that the corporation “opan
its books,” as well as to Reuther’s insistence that there be "

no increase in prices as a consequence of the wage in=

crease,. .
the militants that both Murray and the Stalinists as well
as a-section of the UAW top leadership are looking for
an easy “out” in this strike. They are getting scared by‘
the big tough fight that looms ahead. !

This suspicion of: the militants has grown into fierce
resentment against the: Stalinists..
are as follows: The Stalinists in the UAW are.going through

There exists a strong suspicion among many of °

The reasons for this

a lot of cheap gestures designed to prove to the GM work=

ers that they are really very militant, They are trying to.

make the auto workers forget their strikebreaking work .

of the past period, their sell-outs, their advocacy of the -

no-strike pledge, Bridges' campaign for a postwar: ho=
strike pledge, their support of Roosevelt’s labor draft

scheme, etc. Yet, the Stalinist-controlled UE, all this

time, has its members CONTINUE TO WORK IN GM’

PLANTS UNDER ITS JURISDICTION. This is a scandal

that must be dragged out into the light of day and given
the widest publicity. The GM conference has now. called
upon the national leadership of the UE to declare a strike.
atthe GM plants under its jurisdiction. The Stalinist lead-
ership can no lenger evade the issue.. Why aren’t the GM
plants organized by the UE shut down? ~Let the Stal--
inists answer!

The GM workers today have the enormous job of

forcing this extension of their strike: of belng vigilant

against all attempts to put over any rotten “compromige”

on their wage demands and in arousing the labor moves.

ment to the necessity for a national counter-offensive to .

halt the Congressional conspiracy -against labor. The
tasks are enormous, but the labor movement of today has
enormous power. Once its power is brought into play,
it will prove invincible. '

GM Ranks Spurn Strikebreaking Order
From Truman To End Their Just Battle

(Continued from Page 1)
for two and a half weeks, pro-
dyetion was continuing in the
GM appliance plants employing
30,000 CIO electrical workers.
_-then John W. Anderson, of
¥ieetwood Local 15 and secretary
of the Detroit city-wide strike
eommittee, presented a resolu-
fon asking the UERMW to
phiike all GM plants under their
Jyrisdiction, cries of ‘“support”
went up from all sides of the
eﬂnferenee hall, :

Anderson’s resolufbion pointed
oyt that the CIO electrical
workers were likewise negotiat-
ing with GM for a wage increase,
and that pressure on the corpo-
rotion would be greatly strength.
eped if those plants were shut
down. “Thus,” the resolution
stgted, “a quicker. victory would

“be assured for the mutual ben-
ofit of all GM workers, both in
the UAW and in the UERMW.”

The resolution carried unanim-
ously.

Ray Tucker, chairman of the
bargaining committee of Flint
Fisher Body Local 581, introdu-
ced the resolution calling for a
National €10 Emergency Con-
ference in Washington, which
also passed unanimously. This
resolution, similar to one passed
by the city-wide strike commit-
tee in Flint on December 8,
stated that President Truman
and his administration have
lined up with General Motors
and other major corporate In-
terests to break the strike,

Referring to Truman’s advo-
cacy of gnti-labor legislation and
the “furious campaign” in Con-
gress. to rush through such leg-
islation, the resclution proposed
an “emergency conference with
the broadest representation from
every CIO Jocal in the country.
This conference shall have the
duty of organizing labor’s coun-

Walkout Staged At Westinghouse

By H. Newel
Special To The Militant

PHILADELPHIA Nov. 27—
Soine 7,500 workers, the entire
personnel of the huge Westing-
Rouse Electric Co. in suburban

. Philadelphia, staged a two-hour
work stoppage today.

The stoppaze was called to
prépare for an NLRB strike vote
onr December 13, as a result of
the deadlock between Westing-
Mouse and Local 107, United
Plectrical, Radio and Machine
Workers, CIO, Negotiating for
4 new contract, the union has

_d¢manded a basic increase of $2
& day. The company has issued
& provoeative counter - proposal|a

for

incentive workers, and other re-

visions which would make the
union ineffectual.

Westinghotise, one of the war
profits-swollen corporations, is
bursuing the consistent Big Bus-
iness policy of union - busting.
Local 107, one of the leading
CIO unions here, is well aware
of the looming struggle.

James Price, Business Man-
ager of the local, pointed out at
the union meeting that company
proposals were unacceptable, and
the union must prepare to tight
for its demands, The machinery
strike  committees, soup
kitchens, picket squads, eto. has
already been set up. Motions for

a special strike fund and to au-

eglling for revision of seniority
ppovisions, two-cent an hour re-
d\gcpions in basic wage rates for

thorize union officers to act on
the forthcoming strike vote.
passed lmanimously.
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ter- offenswe to the corporation-
government assault upon organ-
ized labor.”

The only sharp debate report-
ed among the 200 GM local del-
egates arose over the question
of foremen and office workers.
At the ovening of the after-
noon session, UAW President
R. J. Thomas made the proposal
to permit these salaried em-
ployes of GM to cross the picket
lines and return to work. Tho-
mas stated that the refusal to
admit the office force and su-
pervision was the union’s “weak-
ness” in geétting the company to
negotiate.,” He called on Mau-
rice Sugar, UAW sattorney, to ex-
plain “legal aspéets” of the ques-
tion.

Sugar waved the threat of an
injunetion before the delegates
and advised them that “you’ve
not only got to know how to
fight but you've got to be smart.”
The attorney’s concept of a
“smart” strike was to concede
to the company the right to di-
vide the workers into separate
groups and categorles and to
limit the scope of the strike to
production workers only

Militants from various locals
took the floor to protest against
any move to weaken their strike
and reduce its effectiveness.
John DeVito, a recently return-
ed navy veteran, from Cleveland
Fisher Body Lecal 45, warned
that office workers and super-
visory employes have always
been used in the past to break
strikes, and it would happen here
too, thus leading to violence. He
pointed out that the union had
had injunctions before and knew
how to fight them. DeVito ad-
vised the top committee that it
had “better get its ear to the
ground” before it took any move
which would weaken the morale
of the strike.

STRONG OPPOSITION

Others who spoke in opposi-
tion to admitting office workers
and foremen into the plants in-
cluded Bob Carter, president of
Flint AC Spark Plug Local 651,

and Ed Gurske, of Amalgamated |.

Local 216, Southgate, Cal., elect-
ed from his region to represent
the West Coast on the nine-
man top negotiating committee.

Gurske also spoke on the im-
portance of maintaining the mo-
rale of the pickets to win a
strike. = As soon as the office
force and supervision were al-
lowed to go hack, rumors would
spread as.to the kind of work
they were doing, leading to vio-
lence and permitting police to
move in. The reason, Gurske
said, that there has been no
bloodshed up to now is that
salaried workers have not been
let through.

Even George Addes, UAW sec-
retary-treasurer, who spoke at
great length repeating argu-
ments made by Thomas and
Sugar, could not convince the
delegates that they should make
this concession t6 the company,
although he pleaded that “ne-

gotiations depended on it.”

Finally, Tex Owens, presndent
of Flint Chevrolet Local 659,
asked whether it was understood
that any such agreement would

be made contingent on the coms:

pany’s immediately starting ne-
gotiations within the plants o
plant griévances. - Corbin, chairs|
man of the top negotiating com~
mittee, assured the delegates
that this was so, and the motion
to permit such an agreement
was - finally passed by a 60 per
cent hand vote.

While the top union officials
were persuading the conference
to accede to the company’s de-
mands on “legal” picketing, De-
troit auto workers- were giving
their answer to the strike-bust-
ing tactics of the corporation.

Led by Ford Local 600, a cav-
alcade of one thousand cars
filled with picRet reinforcements
from other auto plants in the
city sped to four GM plants and
reinforced the picket lines.

The cavalcade then reassems
bled, and the thousand ecars
formed a mobile picket line
around the huge General Motors
office building, where they tied

up traffic for blocks. From the
GM Building, the cavalcade
moved on to picket City Hall in
the same fashion,

The 200 delegates to the GM
Delegates’ Conference also were

R lgiven the report of the National

| Citizens’ Committee which had
met earlier in the week to study
a transcript of the negotiation
proceedings betweén the com-
pany and the union in the weeks
prior to the strike,

< This broad committee of so-
clologists, business men, repre-
sentatives of ¢church groups, con-
sumers’ leagues, the NAACP,
YWCA, research® organizations,
and other public bodies, stated

{that it would be a contribution

to public understanding of the
dispute if the transcript were
published.

It backed the wunion’s stand
that the corporation’s abilily to
pay a wage increase¢ be made a
basis for negotintions, and stated
that “no convincing evidence has
been submitted by the Corpora-
tion to show that the Union’s

wage proposal cannof be met »

Telling Off Labor-Hating Avery

“We Stand United Against Slavery” (S. L. Avery), reads one of the signs carried by
pickets before a. Chicago plant of Montgomery Ward & Co. The one week demonstration
strike conducted by the CIO Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Employes ended on
December 1 and resulted in forcing labor-hatfing Sewell L. Avery to raise minimum hourly

rates from 45 to 60 cents an hour,

Canada Ford Strlkers Vote Fight To Flmsh
Spurn Trap Of Phony Government Arbltratlon

" (Continued from Page 1)
membership for approval on
November 29, at a big  mass
meeting in‘the Windsor arena.
By this time the men had been
on strike 12 weeks!

MEMBERSHIP RESISTS

George Addes, secretary-treas-
urer of UAW-C10, George Burt,
UAW regional director, and Roy
England, President of Local 200,
all urged acceptance of the are
bitration proposal. They argued
that it was “the best we cah
got” and that “we’ll get some-
thing worse & month from now.”

Nevertheless, in the face of
this heavy pressure, the mem-
bership in a secret ballot VOTED
DOWN the proposal by 52 per
cent. Of the active members on
the picket line, the vote was
probably about 90 per cent for
rejection.

The rank and file revolt was
led mainly by a militant group
of stewards who have been the

‘real leaders of this sirike, and

who twere joined in their fight
by Assistant Regional Director
Tom McLean: Meliean received
an ovation when he told the
meeting. “You’ll be a bunch of
damn fools if you accept this
proposal. Stick it out and you'll
get what you want.” When it
was reportéd that the steward’s
body of Local 200 had previ-
ously gone on record opposing
the arbitration scheme, “you’d
have thought the roof was going
to blow off,” as one of the men

‘expressed it,

have plenty of ground to mis-
trust government intervention.
They are right in placing no
trust in government-appointed
arbitrators. During their strike
in the spring of 1944, the union
sent a delegation to Ottawa to
discuss with the Dominion gov-
ernment terms for a possible set-
tlement. .

After agreeing to recommend
certain government proposals to
the local, the delegation return-
ed to Windsor only to find that
Dominion officials had com-
pletely reversed their position,
and that the terins which the
union delegation was reported as
favoring weére the exact opposite
of those to which they had
agreed in Ottawa. The govern-
ment officials had double-
crossed them.

Subsequent to that 1944 strike,
the local agreed to submit a
number of important issues to a
government-appointed - arbitra-
tor, Judge Roberts, It was then
they learned the bitter lesson:
they received no gains from the
arbitrator’s decisions. It was
precisely the fallure of govern-
ment arbitration to bring about
an improvement in working con-
ditions which led to the pres-
ent strike,

DETERMINE TO FIGHT

After more than a year of
fruitless negotiations with Ford,
the union came to the conclu-
sion that only an all-out fight
on the picket lines would win
their demands. A last-minute
offer of further governfhent ar-

The Windsor Ford workersbitration was rejected, and they

*

went out on strike early in Sep-
tember, closing down the power
house as well as the rest of the
plant.

‘Chief among the strike de-
mands are & closed-shop con-
tract, the check-off system, a

guaranteed annual wage, and
two weeks’ vacation pay. So
solid has heen the strike, so

strong the support given by the
rest of the labor movement, so
great the backing received from
small business men and other
middie-class elements In Wind-
sor, that city police were power-
less to break up the picket lines.

MEET POLICE THREAT

Early .in November a large
contingent of Royal Canadian
Mounted Police and Ontario
Provincial Police were rushed {o
Windsor for the purpose of herd-
ing the men back to work. On
November 5, before the “out-
side” "police could begin their
strikebreaking activities, the
workers of Windsor, led by Local
200, met this threat of violence
against the strike, by organizing
a huge blockade of thousands of
trucks, cars and busses around
the plant

The mass picket ines of Ford
strikers, in addition, were rein-
forced by 8,000 members of
Amalgamated Local 195, UAW-
ClO0, consisting of Chrysler, GM
and othér workers, who walked
out in a SYMPATHY STRIKE,

_Moreover, the whole labor
movement of Canada, AFL as
well as CIO, rallied in superd
fashion to the support of the
Ford strike. Punds began pour-

ing in to the strike’ treasury of
the Ford local. In the most cri-
tical days, there was even the
threat of a general strike. The
Canadian labor movement said,
in effect, to the government and
the labor-hating corporations:
“Hands off the Ford Strike!”
This magnificent demonstra-
tion .of wunion strength and

bership. It was reported thab
regional officers are likewise
contributing a large portion of
their pay to the strike fund.
All this has contributed gregte
1y to the morale of the strike, snd
the rank and file on the picket
lines have responded with a high
degree of militancy. They gre
fully aware of the grave issues
at stake, They hdve shown that

solidarity forestalled attempts to
end the strike through violence.
The ‘outside” police remained
in their barracks for a few days,
then silently left the city, with-~

out the fanfare which had her-|-

alded their arrival. Local 195
remained out in sympathy. for
four weeks, and only today re-
turned to - work feeling their
strike had served its purpose and
that they could now best aid
the PFord strikers by returning
to their jobs and making larger
finaneial contributions to the
cause of the Ford strikers.

SOLID AS EVER

- The men on-the picket lines
report that their strike is. as
strong and sold as ever, with
‘finaneial aid continuing to pour
in fyom all over Canada. The
local has maintained from the
outset of the strike a 24-hour-a.-
day strike kitchen. Pickets put-
ting in a full week of picket duty
receéive food vouchers of $5 per
week for man and wife, and $2
for each child in the family.
During the strike, all paid of-
ficers of Local 200 have been
turning their pay-checks ovér to
‘the union treasury and have

taken only -‘the same strike beh-
efits as the rest of the mem-

they cannot be intimidatéd by
the threat of violence from “otite
side” * police,
fraudulent schemes of: govem-
ment arbitratioh.

‘As one picket expressed its
“We haven't picketed for 12

weeks only to gamble our serike '

on an arbitrator’s decision, We'll
make our own union security.”

At strike headquarters across
the street from the main gate,
pickéts expressed as much - cof=
cérn for the GM strike as for
their own. Several were wearing
the familiar blue and white bute
‘tons bearing the slogan “80- Par
Cent or Fight” whieh they had
obtained while -picketing - af

nor tricked Dpy.

Chevrolet Gear and Asle a fw'

days nefore.

In a sense, Ford strmers ners
regard themselves as the speage
head in the fight of the Cahga«
dian-American. labor movement,
which has now spread out to etw
compass 225,000 GM workers,

“With the GM strike just gebe.

ting under way,” said one of the
stewards, “we ocouldn’t- amﬁ
government arbitration and quit
the fight now, We'd be letting
down the whole union.” This
the spirit of labor solidarlty llﬁl
victory.
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Wheeler
J'The Sovi

i

Byk Joseph Hanser ——

Attacks
et Union

' "The November 27 speech of Senator Burfon K. Wheeler
expresses the fear of an importart section of the Amer-

icanican capitalist class be

fore the stormy world-wide

revolutionary wave they are certain will follow in the wake

of the Second World War.
“Something = terrible is hap-
pening to rAmerica and to the
world,” confessed this spokes-
man of the former “isolation-
ists.” - “The best-laid plans of
vanquished ahd victor have gone
awry . . . The whole world is
getting out of hand . We

confront the greatest crxsxs in

human history.”

CRISIS WORLD-WIDE *

This crisis is not only world
wide, ‘but it is developing with
extreme rapidity, Wheeler ob-
served “No one dreamed the
"inevitable consequences of this
war would so swiftly mature . . .
the terrifying fact is that the
most :enthusiastic, optimistic op-

- ponents of American neutrality
" are frightened out of their wits

by what they see. It now turns
out that if the consequences of

. the last wai* bred disaster, this

war has ‘bred monsters of cat-
as}trpphic proportions which have
broken their leash and are now
at large.”

Wheeler represents that wing
of the capitalist class who feared

- that war with Germany would

crush Nazidom as a bulwark
against the Soviet Union and
the European socialist revolution.
These capitalists wanted to con-
centrate on the Far FEast and

. Australia, seizing the fabulously

rich heritage .of the decayed
FEuropean colonial - powers and

" subjecting China to Wall Street’s

domination. They wanted to
block the expansion of Japan-
ese imperialism in ‘this arena.
At present they are the most
rabid. and bloodthirsty of .im-
perialists, particularly 'in con-
nection 'with the Soviet Union.

Pursuing this political line in
his speech, Wheeler ridiculed the

.. propaganda of the majority séc-

tion of thé American capitalists
that the United Nations Qrgan-
ization is an instrument of peace.
“The United Nations has already,
or' very nearly already blown, to
say {ihe least,” he remarked. “As
I, see this legislation, it leads
us inevitably down the road to

* the ‘annihilation of an atomic

war.”
Thls 1mper1a1ist pohtlcmn who

. voted oth for.the. Second World

for the ‘United"Natlons
Org: mzatlon -underlines the fact
- that ““there is no peace.”  He
quotes extensively from the cap-
italist press -to show that he is
not alone in this view. He notes
that even such a loud-mouthed

“fnterventlomst” and supporter
of the war as columnist Dor-
othy  Thompson now declares,
“There is no peace.”

He thus confirms, months
later, the famous V-J Day head-
line of “The Militant,” “There is
no peace!”

2 In his four~-hour speech Wheel-
er reviewed the world situation.
He quoted from columnist David
Lawrence to show what is hap-
pening in Germany: “Very soon
if American news photographers
do an honest job, as there: is
every reason to believe they will,
the American people will soon
see movies of starving German
men, women, and children which
will rival in their horror the pic-
tures of Buchenwald concentra-
tion camps. But these will be
pictures of -torture inflicted by
reason of an allied policy of in-

bﬁbah Trotskyists
Demand Expropriation
Of Nation's Railroads

. Thirty-two people were Kkilled
and hundreds wounded in the
most tragic railroad catastrophe
that Cuba has suffered, says the

August issue of Revolucion Pro-

ltaria (Proletarian Revolution),
organ of the Cuban Trotskyists.
.. The rapacity of imperialist
companies ' was .the underlying
cause of the tragedy. These com-
panies have been able to increase
their - incomes “fabulously. Théy
have overburdened the railroads
but have not employed any more
‘workmen than durmg normal

t,lmes
- “This collective murder,"
states Revolucion Proletaria,

- #has been the unique and excluss

dve product of the criminal neg-
-ligence of the railway company.
“It was due to the condition of
‘the roadbeds  and rolling stock,
which have been extremely over-
‘worked without allowing' time
for maintenance and repairs.”
', The- Cuban Trotskyists de-
“mand key industries beginning
‘with the railroads, be nationaliz-
{ed : without compensation and
‘placed under the control of the

. workers.

-They demand workers’ control
,pecause without it, they say, na-
JHonalization would merely serve
the corrupt government bu-
.reaucracy But workers’ contrdl

,wxll .assure technical .efficency,

safety and economy of operation.

@)
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difference, or misguided revenge,
or -plain blundering.”

'In China, where U. S. imper-
jalism’ is intervening in the civil
war in behalf of dictator Chiang|
Kai-shek under the excuse of
disarming the Japanese, Wheel-
er revealed that “there are more
than 1,000,000 Japanese still un-
der arms.”

"“In’ French Indo- Chma ? con-
tinued Wheeler, “where Anna-
mite natives are in open revolt
against the return of French
colonial rule by the imposition
of .force, the instruments . . .
have come from American lend-
lease stock piles.”

““In Indonesia . . . our kindly
and - peace-loving British -allies|
are massacring civilians with
American-owned armaments and
guns.” ‘With similar caustic re-
marks, Wheeler commented on
other ‘areas where violence has-
flared since the “conclusion” of
the Second World War. -

SOVIET UNION MAIN TARGET

But ‘' the principal target of
this imperialist spokesman was
the Soviet Union.” He very a-
droitly left out the role of Wall
Street in the  antagonism be-
tween world imperialism and the
degenerated workers’ state, sing-
ling out Britain to receive the
blame attaching. to: An&lmAiner-y
ican blows against the USSR!

“Now we are faced with a riv-
alry between British' and Rus-
sian imperialism that has its
roots deeps in the distant past.

..+ This bitter rivalry between
Great Britain -and Russia has
torn the world in two. This rival-
ry has destroyed all semblance of
the old balances of power and
leaves the small nations of the
world cringing as puppets, satel-
lites, and slaves under the tow-
ering shadow of the two might-
iest political, economic,- ideolog-|
ical, and military powers the
world has ever seen.”

Wheeler, however, spends lit-
tle time criticizing Great Brit-
ain. He launches into a sdvage
attack on the Soviet Union, seiz-
ing as his peg the many terrible
crimes of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy. - For instance, he' says
nothing of the many perfidious
actions of British imperialism,
but he places in the Congres-
sional Record, a long list of the
treaties which Stalin has broken
and violated.

‘What really disturbs this po-
litical representative of Ameri-
can imperialism is clear in the
following passage: “By some aw-
ful mistake, Russia is being left
in possession of the greater pro-
portion of the agricultural, eco-
nomic, and industrial resources
of both continents (Asia and
Europe).”

"Wheeler then gets down to the
gist of his speech: “We are told
that: to stand for a principle now
means war . . ..I cannot believe
it means war . .. I will not be-
lieve that Russia :wants war or
dares t0 go to war against the
United. States.”

PREPARING GROUND

With these words Wheeler pre-
pares the ground for the war
which he envisages against the
Soviet Union: “We must quit ap-
peasing Russia and let her know
once and for all we did not fight
this' wat 'to let her enslave the
people of Europe. - She agreed to
our high: principles in her hour
of distress. ‘She must abide by
them now.” )

Wheeler’s sinister declarations
about war with the Soviet Union
were received with sympathy By
his fellow Senators although
they did nct vote for the amend-
ment he proposed to United Na-
tions Organization procedure.

Wheeler undoubtedly expressed
the real sentiments of the over-
whelming majority of these rep-
resentatives of the capitalist
class. It is only considerations
of diplomacy which prevented
them from admitting this agree-
ment. ’

U. S. Imperialism
Movement For Phlllppme Freedom

British R.C.P.
Defends Colonial
Freedom Fighters

The Revolutionary Com-
munist Party, British section
of the Fourth International,
in a letter to Clement Attlee,
Prime Minister .of the Brit-:
ish Government, protested
against imperialist attacks

Javanese people.

The text of the letter carried
in the November, 1945 issue of
the Socialist Appeal, organ of
the British Trotskyists, follows

* = = R

The news that British troops:

are being used in Java and Indo-

.. China against the nationalist

movements is a matter of grave
concern for the working class
and the socialist movement in
this country. The reports in
the Daily Herald go to show that
the British military authorities
are openly collaborating with
the Japanese authorities in put-
ting down the revolution of the
popular masses.

DISCREDITS GOVERNMENT

The true interests of the Brit-
ish working class demand that
we support the Indonesian peo-
ples in their struggle, against
Dutch and French imperialism.
The policy of your Government,
in inteyvening on -the side of
the oppressors is entirely con-
trary to the interests of the
working class. It serves to dis-
credit the Labor Government in
the eyes of the oppressed peoples
of the world. Such a policy can
only succeed in creating a gulf
of mistrust and a wall of hos-
tility between the mass of the
oppressed colonial people and
the working class movement of
this country.

We believe that the over-
whelming majority of the work-
ers and middle class people who
voted Labor into power, oppose
the reactionary imperialist pol-
icy now being pursued by your
Government and we are voicing
the ‘desire of all class conscious

workers in demanding . that ime
mediate steps be taken' by your
Government to stop this imper-
ialist intervention, to withdraw
all British troops from Indonesia
and thus allow the native peoples
to freely choose their own form
of government.

Yours truly,
Jock Haston
For the Political Bureau, RCP.

on the Indo-Chinese ,and

Fighters For Freedom Of Indonesia

% )
A vast crowd, massed behind the colors of the Republic of Indonesia, attends a youth meeting
in Java. Most of these young people are armed with nething but sharpened bamboo poles. Only
a few carry rifles with which to defend themselves against the assault of American-made
bombers, American-made tanks, and American- made artillery.

Far East Colonial Prize
Sought By Wall Street

Despite mountmg resentment of troops overseas and ®-

the people at home, U. S. imperialism is moving deeper into

the Far East. - Wall Street’s objectives are clear.

The war

profiteers want a firm grip on the fabulously rich colonial

areas. They want to strangle:

the aspirations of the colon-
ial masses for freedom from
imperialist rule.

Wall Street’s method of “ob-

taining these objectives is brute

military force, the support of
native puppet governments, and
aid to French and British colo~
nial despots.

“The American part in

China’s undeclared civil war ap-|

pears almost certain to increase
rather than taper off in the'fu-
ture,” declared Gordon Walker,
staff correspondent of the Chriss
tian Science Monitor. Walker’s
December 5 report is authorits-
tive, for it not only passed the
military censorship but it origi-
nated at  Chinese ' Nationalist
Army Headquarters.

Walker reveals precisely how
the U. S. Army supports Dictator
Chiang Kai-shek against the

Stalinist-headed armies of Yen-|

organ of the Internationalist

France. The following are ex-
tracts from an interesting
article on the condmon of the
workers in fascist Spain.
_ “The hate all the working peo-
ple have for Franco and his re-
gime,” states Lucha de Clases,
“is the political expression of a
whole series of factors. [First
among these are the abominable
living conditions in which the
laboring masses find themselves
in our country. Unemployment is
‘constantly increasing. Wages
have hardly risen at all in nine
years, but the cost of living is
three times what it was in 1936.
“The small farmers have been
ruined to the profit of the land-
lords and the banks. Workers
are obliged to labor an exhaust-
ing ten-hour day in order to ob-
tain a miserable living. Hunger
and misery: exist everywhere in
Spain.

CAPITALISM RESPONSIBLE

“Every conscious worker imows
that this list of ‘kindnesses’ was
rot invented by Franco and the
Falange, nor by the Army of
playboys and vagabonds, nor by
the Civil Guard, but that they
are inherent in the capitalist
system. They know that Franco
and his regime maintain and
strengthen the capitalist system
through a terror unsurpassed in
the history of Spain.

“The workers will begin their
struggle against Franco; but
without stopping in the middle
of the road, they will continue it
with all their force until they
destroy the economic system
that gave birth to him—capital-
ism.

“Certainly, the fall of Franco,
in and of itself, will not resolve
the economic evils that wejgh on
the Spanish people, evils made
worse by the Falange bureau-
cracy.-In the face of the con-
|fusion, ruin and wasteful mis-

ey

Trotskyists Fight
Spanish Fascism

The sixth issue of Lucha de Clases (Class Struggle),

Communists, Spanish section

of the Fourth International, arriyed recently. This Trots-
kyist paper is published in®—

management of the economic
forces, Spanish economy requires
a General Plan of Reconstruc-
tion. '

“A Plan that would place all
the resourfes of the country at
the service and for the benefit of
the people . . . The Plan must
e based on nationalization with-
out indemnity of the key indus-
tries, expropriating from the
robbers—both citizens and for-
eigners—the wealth produced. by
the efforts of generations of ex-
ploited. . . .

“In order to stop capitalist
subotage of reconstruction and to
raise the living standard of the
laboring masses, the proletariat
can and must, from the first
moment, institute Workers’ Con-
trol of production— principally
of the. bookkeeping and com-
mercial operations of all the
companies, large and small. The
banking system must be unified
in a National Bank, thus facili-
tating the control of all the fi-
nancial resources of the country
and placing them at the service
of the planned economy. .

“The period following Franco
will be the beginning of the strug-
gle for a socialist society. It is
certain that the adoption of such
measures cannot be put aside if
the proletariat hopes to survive.
It is no less certain that their full
realization entails the destruc-
tion of the capitalist system.”

ASK HIM T0
\SUBSCRIBE

0T

an: “The fact is that American
military forces are here at the
request of the Chinese National-
ist Government . . . If in guard-
~ing their own supply line the
Marines also are guarding that
of the Chinese Nationalists, it
is put down officially as ‘coinci-
dence’.”

OCCUPFPY CITIES

. U. 8. Marines occupy key
- cities. “If in the process of ful-
filling this task the Marines, in
effect, are helping to prevent
“Thirfese Communists from "cap-
turing the city and its vital net-
work of heavy industries, that,
too, is something officially ‘un-
expected’.” .

The seventh Fleet - lands
marines. “If in the process the
fleet units land Chinese Nation-
alist troops where they can out~
flank or attack Chinese Com-
munist forces, that is something
which did not appear on official
operational plans.”

Continues Walker: “The Un-
ited States ‘unofficially’ is very
much interested in the progress
of the Nationalist armies.”

But “Generalissimo Chiang-
Kai-shek’s Nationalist =rmies
just are not strong enough to do
the job they are attempting.”

Consequently, not onlv must
the marines guerd Nationalist
communication lines, but if
Chiang is to succeed, he must
be given  “military  supplies
which presently are rotting in
supply dumps in New Guinea
and the Philippines.”

EXTENSIVE U. S. AID

The extent of Wall Street’s aid
to Chiang, the dictator butcher
of the Chinese masses, is reveal-
ed in the November 30 Foreign
Policy Bulletin: “By the middle
of November United States war-
ships had moved over 100,000
Central Government troops to
North China . . . Chiang-Kai-
shek’s forces. armed with lend-
lease materials, Have pushed
their way into southern Man-
churia . . . technical superior-
ity is clearly on the Central Gov-
ernment’s side. This superiority
is reinforced by the presence in
North China of over 50,000 Un-
ited States marines, who have
made possible the entrance of
Chunking divisions by holding
‘certain cities for them until their
arrival, jointly patrolling these
centers with the Central troops
thereafter. and guarding stretch-
es of railway 'in the Peiping-
Tientsin area.”

While U. 8. warships moved
Chiang’s troops, Washington
spokesmen cynically told war
veterans demanding early re-
turn home that this was not
possible because of the “ship-
ping bottleneck.” )

The official excuse of Wash-
"ington . in thus intervening in
China is to “disarm Japanese
troops.” .

Walker revealed however:
“Looking at the problem real-
istically, some 50,000 marines.
together with the United States
Seventh Fleet, are at present do-
ing very little to demobilize and
repatriate the Japanese here.”
_ Chinese armies who fought to-
gether with the Japanese against
‘their owm countrv “have pur-
chased their immunity from nor-

>\ mal penalties of treason by be-

ing absorbed into the Natlonahst
forces,” George Weller of The
N. Y. Post reported November
28. There are about 600,000
such troops. “When China gets
around to court-martialing its
renegade generals and pro-Jap
army officers,” remarks Weller.
“they will all be wearing Allied
campaign ribbons as they - step
into the prisoners’ dock.”

U. 8. ROLE IN INDO-CHINA

Wall Street’s role in Indo-
China is as reactionary as it is
in China. A Batavia dispatch
to the N. Y. PM declared “Trav-
elers arriving by air from Singa-
pore today reported that eight
Victory ships docked at: Saigon;
Indo-China, Friday and each

Withdraw The Troops!
See Editorial
Page 4

unloaded 2,000 French troops
equipped with American arms..

“The vessels are reported to
have left the U. S. A. originally to
take American troops home from
Europe. Before reaching the
embarkation ports, the ships
were turned over to the Brit-
ish under a charter and then
ordered to Marseille where they
picked up 16,000 French troops
for Indo-China.”

According to the report, “this
was the first contingent of a
movement which will ultimately
take 60,000 French troops to
Indo-China.”

The abilify of French im-
perialism to stamp out the in-
dependence movement of the
Indo-Chinese people 'is thus
again shown to hinge in large
degree on aid from Wall Street.

Likewise in Indonesia, U. S.
imperialism is acting as the ar-
senal for the British and Dutch
despots in putting down the up-
rising of the Javanese people.
United Press on December 4 re-
ported a “reliable source” in
Washington (obviously someone
high in the Truman Administra-
tion) that the “U. S. A. is equally
responsible with the British for
overall strategy in Indonesia . . .”

What this strategy looks like
in practise can be judged from
the following atrocity: On Dec-
cember 6, a British plane dropped
1,000 leaflets over the city of
Bandung, which has a popula-
tion of  about 167,000.  These
leaflets warned the civilians to
evacuate the city immediately
Precisely six minutes later the
British began bombing the city,
selecting as their target the
headquarters of the Indonesian
Independence movement.

U. 8. imperialism has ap-
parently decided to move in
still deeper in Indonesia. The
Navy is already establishing
headguarters in Java, according
to the December 7 N. Y. Times.
In addition an American general
is “expected to arrive soon in
Southeast Asia.”

'Mitwaukee

Protest The Massacre of
The Colonial Peoples!

Hear

Charles Jackson
Author of “The Negro Struggle”

Monday Dec. 17, 8 p.m.
‘Socialist Workers Party
424 E. Wells St., Room 215

‘ries To Crus

® By Charles Carsten

ders and ideas for govern-®

ment in their heads and with
hatred of the landed aristo-
cracy in their hearts.”

A secret U. S. Army intelli-
gence report, made public dur-
ing the trial of General Yama-
shita, declares that the Hukbal-
ahaps’ “policy is definitely Com-
munistic and . . . its plans in-
«clude the establishment of ' a
Communistic government in the
Philippines after the war, on the
early Russian model.”

Wall Street fears the move-
ment for freedom in the Philip-
pines and hopes to crush it. The
U. . S. Army asserts that the
Hukbalahap is “a semi-political
and semi-bandit organization.”
This is the language the imper-

| ialists always use to slander any
movement that hopes to better

conditions for the masses

SAME SLANDER

It is the same slander used ﬂy
the Dutch and British against
the Indonesians and Indo-Chin-
ese who are fighting for freedom
from the yoke of imperialism.
When the Allied powers tried to
crush the Soviet Union after the
October Revolution they sland-
ered the Bolsheviks as “ban-
dits.” Churchill labelled the
Greek people as “brigands” last
year when they defended them-
selves from Allied bayonets.

Who are the Hukbalahaps?
They constitute a vast organiza-
tion, Estimates of Hukbala-
hap’s membership range as high
as 100,000 Most of them are
armed. High army officers com-
mended their fight against the
Japanese. Nonetheless, after
General Douglas MacArthur had
“liberated” the Philippines, he
immediately launched war on the
Hukbalahaps.

LEADERS ARRESTED

The U. S. Army arrested two
leaders of the Huks, Casto Ale-~
jandrino and Louis Taruc, Mac~
Arthur’s subordinates disarmed
two 'Huk squadrons and sent
them home after Manila’s cap-
ture. While the disarmed men
were passing through the town
of Malolos, which was in-Amer-
ican hands, they were attacked
by followers of a former Japan-
ese collaborationist named Mac-
lang who is now collaborating
with the Americans. More than
100 Huks were killed.

Filipinos “blame the Ameri-
cans for the massacre,” Louis
Taruc told correspondents, be-
cause “they know American mil-
itary police were there.”

United States troops arrested
Maclang but held him only three
days. Later he was made mayor
of Malolos.

American officials hate and
fear the Hukbalahaps because
their program calls for the
breaking up of the widespread
feudal farming system inherited
from the Spanish dons.

Under this system the tenants
and landlords share the proceeds
of the crop on a fifty-fifty basis.
But the tenant must pay half
the expenses, which include hir-
ing the help necessary for plant-
ing and harvesting. The tenant
must furnish the tools and work-

“The Philippines today are a powder keg,” reports an ~
October 29 dispatch to the N. ¥, Times.
haps (People’s Anti-Japanese Army) and other ‘unrecog"“'
nized ‘guerrillas’ roam the land with rifles on their shoul-'"

animals.

pondent Robert Trumbull,

abao (water buffalo) and for

maintaining his house and tools.”"
Through loans to be repaid at’

harvest time in rice when the
price is low, landlords force ten-
ants to repay as much as five
times the amount borrowed. The
landlords hold this rice until the
price soars.

During the war many land-’
lords moved to Manila, virtually.
abandoning their farms. The.
tenants continued to work the.

land: Now the landlords are de-
manding the 50 per cent th
didn’t receive during the war.
They want to eject tenants who
don’t pay.

But the tenants refuse to ghuv

the land back to the landiords.
And “they are in the saddle,™
says Trumbull, “because -they

have physical possession of the -

farms. They are armed and they
simply refuse to be ejected.” . .

Adding to the hardship and
discontent in the country is the
rising cost of living. Black mar-
kets are flourishing. Items es-
sential to everyday living are
more costly than they were even
six months ago. Meat has risen
from the prewar price of 70 cen=
tavos a kilo to five pesos, an in-
crease ©of more than 700 per cent.

The U. S. Army is trying to
crush the Hukbalahap organiza-
tion because, officers -say; “it

owes no allegiance to the United
States, the Philippine Common-

wealth or Japan, and has con-
stituted a problem not only te
the Japanese but to loyal guer-
rilla organizations.” .

By “loyal guerrillas” the Army

‘means those collaborating. with

United States imperialism
against ' the anti-American Fili-
pines.

This organization whmh Army
officers slanderously Ilabel . as
“semi-bandit” is struggling. for
some of the things Rooseveélt
proclaimed /| as Washington’s
aims in the Second World War.
“This group,” says the intellls
gence report, “declared for free=
dom of speech, press and. as-
sembly.”

Although the Hukbalahap Js
the largest and most powerful
organization of Filipinos who are
fighting against imperialist. rule.
other similar groups likewise re=
tain their arms. PM corres=
pondent, David Boguslav, states
that all guerrillas including t,he
Huks may number as many.
600,000 and cannot be less tha,n
200,000. ‘

“They would form a powerfiil
core in any possible revolution=
ary movement,” he declared.

In addition to these armed
forces, thousands of soldiers in
the Philippine army are strug-
gling to maintain 'a bare ex-
istence. Their pay of 18 peéos
monthly “is just about enough
for a meager cigarette ration,”
said Boguslav. These terribly
oppressed men will be a power=
ful ally of the revolutionary
movement. o

lied at a mass meeting here

nationaliste, French section®—
of the Fourth International.
Comrade Beaufrere keyneted
the rally with a dynamic speech
that was enthusiastically re-
ceived.
tionalists,” he declared, “sent us
a letter thanking us for our un-
conditional support. They even
enclosed a financial contribution
to help us in our work. We want
them to know, however, it is WE
who owe thew thanks for their
heroic fight against combined
French and British imperialism.”

Comrade Schwartz, Trotskyist
candidate in Isere in the recent
general elections. He pointed
out that only the Trotskyists
defend the interests of the work-
ing class without reformist or
class-collaborationist illusions.
Comrade Demaziere, General
Secretary of the PCI, sharply
criticized the heads of the Stal-
inist and Socialist parties. He
charged them with “capitulat-
ing” to the capitalists. “We ask
the members of these parties,
as well as trade unionigts, to
fight for the program presented
by the CGT (General Federation

“The Indo-Chinese na-

The meeting was opened by

Paris Trotskylsts
Back Indo-Chinese

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
PARIS France, Nov, 27.—More than 1,000 workers rals

last Saturday to protest the

brutal imperialist slaughter of the Indo-Chinese: ‘ people.
The gathering was called by the Parti Communiste Inter-

of Trade Unions) for the im-
mediate activation of the Con-
stituent Assembly.”

Comrade Beaufrere empha-
sized the fact that ‘in Franlﬁe
only the Trotskyists comlstently
oppose the capitalists and de-
fend the workers and colonidl
peoples. “In the United States
likewise,” he pointed out, “only
the Trotskyists follow this same
militant policy. The Socialist
Workers Party, for instance, sent
a message of protest to de Gaulle,
demanding immediate withdraw-
al of all imperialist troops: from
Indo-China.”

Referring to the Australian
longshoremen who “refused: to
load armaments on ships bound
for Indonesia,” Comrade Beau-
frere asked, “And we French
workers, who are so proud of our
revolutionary tradition, shouldn’t
we do the same?”

In spite of the handicap 'of‘

semi-legal conditions forced on
the Trotskyists by the de Gaulle
regime, the atiendance: at the
meeting exceeded all expecta-
tions, thus testifying 'to the

growing popularity of. Trotsky. :

ism in France.

“The Hukbala="

He finishes the year,:
according to N. Y. Times corress:
thh .
150 to 200 pesos in the clear tor
feeding his family and his came
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Only the world rev-
olution can save the
USSR for socialism.
But the world revolu-
tion carries with it
the inescapable blot-
ting out of the Krem.
lin oligarchy.

—Leon Trotsky

Build Labor‘ Party!

The break between Truman and the trade

union leaders poses sharply the question:

“What next for labor in the political field?”
The CIO United Automobile Workers state-

ment against Truman’s strikebreaking scheme -

speaks of rallying “our full political power to
block such legislation.”

To what “political power” are the UAW lead-
ers referring? Is it the CIO Political Action
Committee which was so successful in mobiliz-
ing the votes of the American workers to elect
the very politicians who are now stabbing la-
bor in the back?

Is it the PAC which expended labor’s re-
sources and energies in support of this very
administration now promoting anti labor
legislation?

It’s as clear as day that Truman is the legiti-
mate offspring of labor’s political surrender to
the Democratic Party. This surrender has
never been profitable to labor. It served to dis-
arm labor in advance and leave it polltically
impotent. -

Where are all those “friends of labor,” from
the President on down, for whom the PAC
campaigned so vigorously? Everyone, includ-
ing Truman, stands openly on the side gf
Big Business howling against labor.

If all the energy and money and re.sources
that went into the election of these capitalist
politicians had been used to really build labor’s
independent political power, to really build a
labor party, we could then truly speak boday
of rallying “our full political power.”

Many precious years have been wasted with

this policy of company-unionism in politics.

The American workers have paid a heavy price
for their political submission to Big Business
and its parties,

There has been and can be only one way
in which “our full political power” can be
mobilized and directed effectively in labor's
interests: The immediate independent organ-
ization of the workers on the political field
as they are so effectively organized now on the
economic field!

In every local union and in every central
labor body, in every gathering of workers’ or-
ganizations, the militant trade unionists must
raise a mighty clamor: “Build The Labor Party
NOw!”

, . .
What Price Glory?

We were told we went to war for glory—
the glory of the flag, the nation, the Ameri-
can people. We were spreading the “American
Ideal”—democracy, liberty, equality, four free—
doms—throughout the world.

While millions of American workels in uni-
form wallowed in: the stink, mud, noxse blast,
blood and death of battle, the voice of the
capitalist politician and propagandlst spread
unctuously over the land. Over the blind, the
maimed and the forever silent, the priests of
Wall Street intoned: “Everlasting Glory!”

And at home, the workers on the produc-
tion lines drained away their energies, their
very lives, in grinding toil, driven long hours
by remorseless, speed-up to feed a never-end-

ing stream of supplies and instruments of -

death to the workers in uniform. “Heroes of
Production,” they were called, “sharing the
glory” with the boys “over there.”

The workers had to pay a big price for this
“glory” during the war. They were stripped
of some of their most elementary democratic
rights, the right to change their jobs, the
right to take any job they pleased, the right
to strike. Staggering -taxes were levied on
their wages to pay for this trillion-dollar var.
Their food and clothing was rationed, divert-
ed to the black market, dribbled out from
under the counters at fantastic prices, Their
wages were frozen by government decree.

- And now—now—comes the pay-off, the divi-

dends on this “glory” the American people
have won through the agony of the millions
who were dragooned into uniform to fight and
die, and the toil, sweat, tears and sacrifice of
those who remained at home.

Over the whole world, like :-a blight, flies
triumphant the flag of Wall Street. The mas-

ters of the American people have become the:

masters of the world. Millions of American
troops, in Europe, Asia, Africa, the islands of
the Pacific and the islands of the North seas

B

and oceans, tread the soils of conquered lands
and rule for the glory of American imperial-
ism by the might of arms.

Hand-picked puppet rulers, the scum of re-
action, their regimes held aloft on the tips of
American bayohets, lord it over the péoples.
Like vultures and scavengers picking among
the ruins and the dead, the agents and emis-

saries of American Big Business have alighted
everywhere on the despoiled earth. Amidst
the starvation and misery, they prepare to
establish their way-stations, to which the
tribute of the continents will come, and from

‘which the spoils of the globe will be dispatched

to the voracious, insatiable Wall street mon-
ster at home.

,And those who have returned from the
struggle for “glory”? The unfit, the hurt, the
sick are jammed away in cramped, crowded
hospitals, dirty and smelly, without decent
medical care. The fit—the lucky ones—are
tramping the streets looking for jobs, being
insulted with offers of wages and conditions
no self-respecting worker would take unless
he were starving—or they are reentering the
plants in the very midst of a hurricane of
wage-slashing, down-grading, and mtolerable
abuses.

Their “glory”? Their glory, like that of the
workers who sacrificed to the breaking point
during the war, is to walk on the picket lines
today demanding a living wage, decent work-
ing conditions, union security from the Amer-
ican Big Business plutocracy—that plutocracy
which has emerged from the war the wealthiest

‘and ‘mightiest power ever known, which is

moving to realize world aims that Hitler mere-
ly dreamed about and which is now ruth-

lessly- attempting to consolidate its reign—the
vaunted era of-Pax Americana.

And for this glory of Wall Street, its preda-
tory global ambitions, its towering profits and
privilege, the workers in uni‘onm and on
the production lines must now pay—and pay
—and pay. A savage administration and Con-
gress turn on them like ravening wolves to
break their strikes for just demands, to threat-
en and intimidate with anti-labor bills, to
undermine their unions, to smash their demo-
cratic rights. '

Abroad, the “glory" of America is the fear
and loathing of the conquered millions and
enslaved colonies, At home, 1t 18 the beating
down of livirig standards, unemployment re-
pression of liberties.

And surveying the terrible fruits of the im-
berialist war, the colorful rind stripped off
the rotten core, millions upon millions are be-
ginning to cry: “WHAT PRICE THIS GLORY

OF AMERICAN MIGHT AND WORLD DOM-
INATION NOW?”

‘Withdraw The Troops

‘The Atlantic ‘Charter declared that Wash-
ington’s aims in the Second World War were
to bring freedom from fear, freedom from
want, freedom of religion and freedom of
speech to the oppressed peoples of the world.

Among the “enemies” blocking the accom-
plishment of these aims, according to Wall
Street’s spokesmen, was Japan. The flower of
American youth were thrown on the battle-
fields to-defeat this opponent,

Yet today United States Marines, reports the
capitalist press, are standing guard on rail-
roads in nprthern China shoulder to shoulder
with “Japanese soldiers of the same kind they
were fighting against on Okinawa only five
months ago.” They are standing guard against .
the Chinese people who want to get rid of the
hated dictator Chiang Kai-shek.

Wall Street is deploying the Marines against
a new “enemy.” This “enemy” is the very peo-
ple most desirous of securmg the Four Free-
doms!

Not only in China, but throughout the Far
East, - American impérialism is bolstering
brutal .despotic regimes, Amerigan imperialism
s supplying the decrepit old colonial powers
with unlimited arms to enable them to retain

their enslavement of hundreds of millions of

people.
American-made arms are mowing down the

heroic colonial fighters whose only “crime” is.

determination to win freedom and inde-

pendence for their native land.
A few short weeks following V-J Day were

" sufficient to expose Wall Street’s real pre-

datory war aims.
What the profit-bloated American capital-

ists want out of the Second World War is
spheres of .influence, markets, super-profits—*
in brief, a vast colonial empire and domination:

of the entire globe.
That is why Wall Street: is strengthening’

.all the dictatorial rulers under its control in

the Far East.

That is why Wall Street is utilizing all
means, including the imperialist troops of the
late Japanese “enemy” to crush the colomal
masses.

Far from bringing -democracy and freedom
to the Far East, the Wall Street rulers are set-

"ting up a despotism which does not differ

in essence from anything contemplated by
German or Japanese imperialism,

The reality of the Atlantic Charter is visible
in the blood-soaked soil of the colonial lands.
" The colonial masses face the same enemy as
the American working people—monopoly capi-
talism. American labor thus has everything
to gain from uniting forces with the colonial
peoples against this vicious foe,

Let labor express solidarity with its heroic

colonial allies.

For the complete independence of the colo-
nial peoples'

Withdraw all American troops from foreign
soil! ~ .

My husband says we must be prepared for a knocked-out drayged

down tight against the unions-—and here 1 am all oul of condzti(m
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VALUE, PRICE AND PROFIT,
by Karl Marx; 128 pp., 25
cents, Available through Pion-
eer Publishers.

Whenever workers demand a
wage increagse the boss press, led
by Wall Street’s N. Y. Times,
sets up a ‘howl. They oppose
wagé increases not—heaven for-
bid!-—because they are for the
employers and against the work-
ers. Higher wages, they say,
bring higher prices which will
cancel out the wage raises. So,
“give ' up the fight for higher
wages,” is the friendly advice so
generously given to the workers
by Wall Street’s newspapers.

This line of argument is not
new. It was presented as long
ago as 1865 by a member of the
General Council of the Inter-
national Workingmen’s Associa-
tion (Pirst International). No
less than a member of the lead-
ing body of the inéernational
‘working class was.misled, by his

dgnorance of economies; into ad-

vocating an end to strikes and
even to trade unions!

ECONOMIC PRINCIPLES

Karl Marx answered these
arguments and explained the
fundamental principles of econ-
omics in a famous address to the
Council of the First Internation-
al. This address is printed in
a pamphlet, Value, Price and
Profit. Marx showed that the
capitalist cannot raise prices any

- time he chooses, but must con-

form to the condition of the
market. If he charges too high a
price one-of two things will hap-
pen. Either . the consumer will

“not buy, or if the demand is so

great - that the capitalist can
charge a high price and get a
high profit, then other capital-
ists will enter the field, increase
the supply and cut the price.
When workers get a wage in-
crease they naturally will buy
more and better food and cloth-

ing, of which the majority never
have enough. So the prices of
these articles will rise. “But that
is not the end of it.

Higher prices attract more
competitors, who cut the price
back to and sometimes even Jow-
er than it was originally., Thus a
wage increase does result in the
v:orkers actually getting more of
the necessities of life at the ex-
pense of the profits of the capi-
talists. And this is the real
reason why the capitalist press
opposes higher wages.

PRODUCTS OF LABOR

. Marx goes on to explain the
real nature of prices and profits.
All commodities—that is, all
things that are bought, sold and
exchanged—are exchanged in a
certain proportion to each other.
This is their exchange-value or
(expressed in money) their price.
A bushel of wheat, for example
is worth certain amounts of
shoes, sugar, coal, etc, What de-
termines the amouni of this
exchange-value?

There is one thing, Marx
points out, which is common to
‘all commodities; they are all the
product of labor, Nothing which

has not been worked on has any |

exchange value or price. Air, for
example, although very useful,
has no exchange value. Com-
modities are exchanged in pro-
portion to the amount of labor
which goes into them. This ex-
plains why American automobiles
are cheaper than French, even
though American workers are
paid more than French work-
ers. A certain number of Amer-
ican workers produce more autos
in a day or a week than the
same number of French workers,
Thus less labor goes int,o each
American auto.

If all things are sold at their
value, how does the capitalisg

make a profit? This is also
clearly explained. Labor-power,
Marx points out, is also & com-
modity, for it is sold by the
workers to the employer. The
price of this commodity is called
wages. Like the prices of all
other commodities, wages are de-
termined by the amount of labor
necessary t0 produce labor-
power, that is, the amount of
labor necessary to mdintain the
worker and his family, The
amount of labor that goes into
the production of food, shelter
and clothing for the worker and
his family determines the wages
of labor. Thus, if the average
daily cost of the necessities of
life is $5, that will be the average
wage. But the worker :produces
more than $6 in one day. With
modern productive equipment it
takes but two  or three hours
labor to produce what & worker's
family consumes. But the work-
er labors not three hours—he
labors eight hours. The produce
of the exira five hours’ labor
goes to the employer. That is
his profit.

What the worker sells is a
day’s labor power. In return for
a day’s sustenance—which takes
three hours to produce—he
agrees to give a day’s labor—
eight hours work. And he can-
not do otherwise; if he does not
agree he and his family will
starve.

Mnarx describes the results of
this wage-slavery—the constant
struggle between the workers and

‘the bosses over wages and hours

of labor, the constant rise in
productivity of laber, which in-
creases the power of capital over
Iabor. Finally, Marx points out
the only permanent solutfon—
abolition of wage slavery and the
construction of a socialist so-
ciety.

Reviewed by

S. Ryan

Congressmen At Work

Anthropologists make expedi-
tions to central Australia to
study primitive religions. But
if they want to study capitalist

gods and the strange cult which
worships them, they should make
an expedition to Wall Street’s

Congress.

Wall Street’s Congressmen, like
most savages, are bothered by

.-certain devils and demons. Rep-
.resentative Clare Hoffman ~of
.- Michigan, for instance, rears up

on his hind legs every time he
hears of union men and pickets:

“Mr. Speaker, you better be
frightened. I am. You will be,
too, if you do 'a little thinking.
Then we -all, once we have
thought the situation through,
may be able to reach the inevit-
able conclusion thaf, while we
may not all hang together—if
we do not all stick together—
we may all be hungry, lack the
necessities of life, and come, as
did France, to civil strife . . .”

“If 150,000 QGeneral Motors
employes go out on strike and
they, with perhaps a half million
or more others — automobile
dealérs, salesmen, -mechanics—
those dependent upon the auto-
mobile business for their lveli-
hood—all lose their pay checks;
if the demands of the CIO steel-
workers are not met and the
production of steel is cut off and
a million or more others go un-
paid for-a week or two, someone
—in. fact, several million some-
ones besides myself — may be
hungry, either through lack of
checks or a scarcity of food.”

That mouthful eof abracadabra
is intended to stop any strike
caused by starvation wages

HOFFMAN BRISTLES

The hair bristled straight up
on Hoffman’s back as he de-
scribed the “Satanic” hordes:
“Sidney Hillman with his Po-
litical Action Committee, Phil
Murray, R.. J. Thomas, Walter
and Victor Reuther, and Richard
Frankensteen, with their UAW-
CIO in effect over the years
have been telling employes who
have been receiving higher wag-
es, under better working condi-
tions, and for shorter hours than
any group of employes anywhere
in the whole world, that the men
who gave them employment were
greedy, selfish, arbitrary, unfair,
unpatriotic, and inhuman prof-
iteers,”: -

Hoffman, tool of the auto in-
terests considers this heresy, sac-
rilege and blasphemy. To him
the rich profiteers are nothing
less than benevolent spirits,
household gods protecting hearth

*
and home. -Sometimes he gets
down on his belly and erawls be-
fore these gods:

“Under our system of govern-
ment, the barefoot boy, with lit-
tle more than his cheek of tan,
has had and now has the op-
portunity to reach the White
House . . . Henry Ford and oth-
ers have demonstrated that here
it is possible to acquire millions,
to do it honestly, pay a fair
wage, give the public more for
its dollar.”

The mysterious might of these

divine beings who keep him in.

Congress inspires Hoffman to
hosannahs and hallelujahs: “I
wonder” what will happen if the
employers go on strike, for in-
stance, Henry Ford I, and Henry
Ford II, each of whom has more

money than he can possibly use, .

having no reason to work, so far
as I know except a desire to
carry on the business which they
have founded and to provide jobs
for their employes, autos and
farm machinery for their cus-
tomers. Ford does not need to
work., Ford II, III, IV, and so
on down the line, do Rot need
to work. They have more money
than they can spend. 8o why
should they fight and why should
they quarrel and why should
they be worried in an effort to
keep open the factories which
Thomas and Reuther are deter-
mined: to close if they cannot
rule?”

Why ‘the Ford dynasty should ~ ‘

rule, the devout Hoffman leaves
a holy mystery. :

WAR VETERANS

The Housing Crisis Mounts
Oongressmen have heard a rumor that vaternm
who can’t find homes threaten to march on thé capis

—By CHARLES CARS?‘ENM;

tal. This has made them a little hervous, but-they .- -
haven't become worried énough to take any astien

that would solfe the terrific housing shortage.

They are “studying” the situation and consideps -

ing bills for the appropriation of money to make

emergency housing units available to eities, All tentas '~

tive plans fall far short of the need.
According to Williain Green, president ot the
American Federation of Labor, “at least 6,000,000

veterans' families will need housing within the year.” -

Representative Wright Patman of Texas hypos

critically talks about the housing crisis but offers no.

real solution. “It should be & source of shatne and
disgrace to this nation,” he said, “that we could
permit such treatment of men who so recently fouxht
for us on every battlefront of the world.”

Thére is little chance that the housing situation’
will be' improved unless something drasti¢ is done
to spur Congress into action: The most optimistic

authorities say that not more than 430,000 homes’

will be built in 1946. This will leave a shortage of -
at least 1,700,000 homes even accordmg to mpra-
sentative Patman.

Not only is there an acute searcity of hum. bnt
the prices of homes are soaring to unprecedented
levels. “Unscrupulous speculators are piling pretit
on proﬂt at the expense of the home- seekeh” wid

Patman. There has been an average increase of 5§

per cent in the price of homes durihg the war. Ahd '
for those in the low-cost field, homes that veterans
might be able to buy, the inorease has bem 100

. per ceht,
The housing crisis did not arise overnight & Céns =

gressmen are attempting to make it appear. mnpem
long ago warned that the shortage was bewmm.
acute. But Congress did hothing about it.

Congressmen are more responsive to the volee af

Washington representatives of financial and seal =

estate interests. These lobbies insist that the oeﬂm&
on rents be lifted before they build. They demand
that price restrictions on new homes be remom

The Real Estate Lobby at Work -

“One of the most powertul of the lobbiés that Aow
infests the capital is the real estate lobby,” wrets
Marquis W. Childs in the N. Y. Post, November 19.
“It is made up of two wings, the National Assn, of
Real Estate Boards and the National Assn. of Home
Builders. They are fighting rent control em uev
Housing construction and price controls on: nw
homes.”

Congressmen, fearing the demands of Big Buainm
more than the protests of unorganised veterans,”
demagogically speak about the housing shortm
While they “study” measures-to correct the sibuu-

tion, hundreds of thousands of veterans are homs-,,'
less. "

From every section of the country come remm of

the need for dwellings. Los Angeles places its ¢

rent demand for additional homes at 100,000, Ma'\yor"‘ :

Kelly. says thag. Chicago needs 50,000  additional
homes. Every city is faced with a similay situagtiun
Veterans in New York are so desperately in need
of homes that they are willing to live .in the théys
oughly hated barracks surrounding the ¢ity. The sty
plans to remodel these flimsy buildings into miser-

able apartments. And officials have the gall to des ;

mand that veterans pay rent for living in barracks!

Big Business: has demonstrated its unwillingness
to build ‘the hot &t are needed. They will only
bufild ff: M Wre guaranteed fabulous profits. The
only solution is immediate passage of legislation for
large-scale, low rent, government built, owned and
operated housing projects.

Workers Have Bought
GM At Least 50 Times

By Jeff Thorne —_—

. General Motors workers, on strike to mainbt.inﬁ
a bare living wage, have bought and paid for the

entire corporation at least 50 times on the basis
of original investment, several times éven at press
ent inflated valuation. No wonder the corporation
refuses to open the books even for stockholders to
investigate this world’s most profitable corporation!

Just since the 1937 sit-down strikes, GM’s nét-

profits have totaled $2.5 billions, far above its $2
billions valuation. And GM expects to do even

better beginning in 1946 than in the last 814 years,

These facts can be gleaped with difficulty from

"GM annual reports, Moody’s Industrials Index ‘and

other business reports, but a real labor union ih-
vestigation “could reveal scandals probably wlthbuﬁ
parallel. 5

There is no evidence that as much as $40,000,000

new or outside money was ever invested in GM. 1t

just grew out of the sweat of the workers, by pay=
ing them only part of the value ‘they produced,
until today GM is valued over $2,182,000,000. From
$40 millions (it was probably much less) to $3
bikhons is a growth of 50 times or 5,000 per cent,
almost entirely since, 1917 when the du Ponta took
over the corporation.

Most . of the profits, of course, wenﬁ\to st,oeka.
holders in dividends. But over and shove ‘the divie
dends and fancy salaries and bonuses and deprecis
ation allowances and taxes and what-not, over $1
billion of profits have been kept in the businm
since 1908.

GM. fusses no end about its taxes. But the taxes
are high because the profit is so terrific. GM. ctuld
save taxes by paying higher “wages.

It may be said the stockholders were dem-ivd ot
the surplus profits retained in the business. ' Bud
first that billion had to be extracted from llbw-
Only labor produces anythlng.

What about the stockholders’ rights? Oni GM
share, now $10 par value and selling at $76, repres:
sents an original investment of far less than 40
cents. It pays $2 to $4 a year dividends or 500 to
1,000 per cent—all sweated out of the workers. And
most of these shares belong to the billionaire d\l
Ponts, 50-odd executives, a few banks and .t6 othe:
millionaires who have to have occasional wars to

find new places for investments.

Meanwhile half of GM workers are la,id off and.
the rest are forced to fight on picket llnes-ulid
for a raise but ‘only to maintain a meazer stuul.
ard -of . living.
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Sﬁldlers Cheer
Striking Workers

Editor:
A couple of days ago we were
distributing. The Milifant on &

" eorner close to the Hyatt Plant

in Harrison, N, J. The pickets
in front of the plant were march-
in ‘file with their placards

* paised high. There was a meet-

. around before going into
‘mesting. ‘Besides this group, the
o Onicible Steel. Local was to hive

ing of the union to be held
shortly and the workers were
either just arriving or standing
the

s meeting about a block away.
This made quite a crowd of work-
oré along the street, and what
with the pickets marching, and

“my comrade and me distributing

The Militant, and the workers
milling., around, there was quite

(A ditvle activity.

Now the Pennsy (Pennsylvania

"RR.) runs on an elevated track

right by the plant. And just
#t this time along came a troop
#ain from New York loaded with
QY's who had debarked. from
Burepe and were on the way to

~ weparation centers. As the train

’used ‘the plant the GI's threw
epen the windows and gave a
teremendous cheer, as only the

. @Y’s on their way home can, and

waved to the pickets. The pick-

. eis_waved their placards back,
.‘sihd an answering yell rose up

from the workers across the
gireet near the hall.®

The ‘striking workers got a
great kick out of this event and
I wish that all G. M. strikers
eduld have witnessed it. And
the next best they can do is to
read about it in The Militant

~whieh is why I am writing this.

R. Kirk

Newkark, N. J.

| Only Qne Sclution

¥ World

- ‘on V-J Day w M{@re told the
war was over! llions of war-
1had peopie celebrated. It was
eed a happy day! Weren’t
going to usher in a new
rid ot’ peace, ‘abundance and
"course, démocracy? Weren't

- we to" be free from fear and
owant e

“Today, while ‘Congress argues
ever whether to contribute to

' UNRRA, and how much, millions

of people ‘throughout the world
face the prospect of disease and
starvation during the coming
ﬁnter. )
i Throughout

‘the capitalist

" world there has been one crisis

,"';f)

_®another” war?
smeéke of this war has scarcely

after another, before, during and
after the war. Depressions, fas-

¢ism; ‘and war are the results

of this decayed society.

. ‘Stalinist Russia, which emerg-
¢% ‘as the second most powerful
nation, has taken its place in the
field of power politics. It has
led the masses to one defeat af-
tar another. Stalin’s policy of
non-intervention in Spain led to

‘Franeo: in Germany, to Hitler;

and n China, to Chiang Kai-
thek. His theory of “Socialism

_in one -country” has led to his
“ betrayal of humanity.

. Are we free from the fear of
Hardly! The

begun to clear, when the long-
smouldering hatred of the ex-

. ‘ploited colonial people against

their oppressors has burst forth.

““The imperialists in their zeal for

profits have ‘wastéd no time in
their attempt to suppress the re-
bellfon.

“Already  the United Natnons
‘Organization'is beginning to fall
apart. Like the old bankrupt

+Tacoma Workei's !

fail—only quicker! There is al-
ready talk about a Western Bloc
between. France and England,
against the Soviet Union., De
Gaulle threatens .to resign be=
cause the Stalinists demiand an
important cabinet post. He fears
that he would offerid Bngland
and the U, 8. if he yielded to
such a demand. The Anglo-
American powers refuse t6 set up
an internationsl trustee - ship
over Italian colonies, for this
would invite the Soviet Union
to exert an influence over an

area in which England feels she

should monopolize. The U. S
refuses to allow the® Soviet Un=
ion to have an equal voice in the
affairs of Japan. In the Bal-
kans the situation is reversed.
Here the Soviet Union is dom-
inant. The Balkans, before the
war, was in the “sphere of in-
fluence” of England and France.

Wwith the end of the war and
the advent of the atomic bomb,
differences between the big pow-
ers were accentuated. Their|
mutual  distrust became more
evident.
announced its intentions to keep
the atomic bomb secret, and it
continues production of this ter-
rible weaponi in order to get a
head start over its “peace loving
allies.” The USSR extends its
totalitariah system as far west
as Germany. Its maln putpose
is to create a buffer between it-
self and the Western powers.
By following such a course of
action it had antagonized the
masses and created hatred of
the Soviet Union,

The English government by its
imperialist policy in Palestine,
India, Hong - Kong, Indonesia,
etc. and by callihg out troops to
break the dock-workers’ strike,
is showing that it is going to
continue the Tory policy. Ifs
policy in Greece is no more dem-
ocratic than the Soviet Union’s

policy in the Balkans of Amer-'

jcan policy in the Philippines
and Korea.

There is only one solution: The

United Soclalist States of theg

World!
J. F.
+ New York

Face Unemployment
Editor:

This week I went out looking
for work and I found a vivid
change in conditions. Tacoma
is awful close to real unemploy-
ment. The significant thing is
not layoffs so much as the fact
that “we are not hiying now
and are getting ready to lay off
our help,”

I have noticed the lack of the
usual congested crowds of pre-
Christmas in the past few years
in the downtown department
stores.
a slow gradual increase in the
number of people at the State
Unemployment Insurance office.

I hit the shipyards, steel, ma-
chine shops and not even a sign
of a job. There are no tool and
die shops here at all, 50 I am
perforce compelled to leave my
trade.

H. C.
Tacoma, Wash.

Flint Strikers
Get The Militant
Edifor:

This morning, at six o’clock in
the cold, gray dawn of Flint,
Michigan, we went out to dis-
tribute The Militant to the strik-
ing UAW workers at all the GM
plants in that area.

This was one of the greatest

Therefore the U. S.|

“ anad-1ts objéctives.

Each week, I have seen.

me on any subject of interest to the workers, Keep them short and mclude your name and

.experiences I have had in my
life-to see these militant work-
erg in action on the picket line.
The men were very glad to see
us and the comments we heard
rost of all were: “Oh, yes, The
Militant! Give us one here, girls.

to read!”

Many men asked for extra cop-
ies so that they could give one
or two t6 a buddy.

We went to all the strike
kitchens of the different locals
and all the union halls. And in
these places, too The Militant
was taken gladly. It was & sight
to seé when we looked back as
we were leaving the different
halls—-the men were reading the
paper--some sitting, some stand-
ing up, and some reading while
they ate the food that had been
prepared by volunteers in the
strike kitchens,

The best part of it all is that
the men really know our pabper
and what“it stands for.

: The militant spirit of the UAW
men ‘was' evident everywhere we
went, and we know that they
will. fight to the bitter end to
-win this strike.

“This experience is also a com-
mentary on the fine union work
that, has been done here by our
own Flint comrades.

Solidarity Forever with the
stnking, fighting UAW men!

Ruth Franklin
Flint, Mich.

Marxism And The
Negro: A Letter

To Charles Jackson
Dear Comrade Jackson:

I am very much interested in
political parties and organiza-
tions and their program for
reaching the Negro. The recent
election and the Trotskyist So-
cialist Workers  Party contact
with the Negro in Harlem, proves
beyond a doubt that the S8WP
does not know the Negro and
his conditions or his way of
thinking.

To begin with, to form an or-
ganization or run a candidate
you should first introduce to the
people what socialism is: its
history, its leaders, its activities
You received
such little support -at the polls
because most of the voters never
heard of socialism or of Trotsky,

struggle is, or what capitalism
is, or whether it is good or bad.

If you will survey Harlem you
will find that most of the people
there have had little education
or political knowledge. I have
talked with them. Only one out
of a hundred has ever heard of
Karl Marx or of Lenin, and very
few have ever read their books.

This does not mean that all
the Negroes lack this knowledge.
The educated Negro of Harlem
knows -and - understands these
things and is willing to take ac-
tion when he finds the proper
organization and is led by quali-
fied leaders. The weak point is
that this group is in the minor-
ity and lacks power and influ-
ence over the masses who don’t
yet understand.

The Negro must be taught
what capitalism: is, in action;
the class struggle in action; un-

history of socialism.

Until that is done it will be
useless as well as senseless to
put socialist candidates -up for
office and ask the Negro for his
vote.

To begin thh the Negroes in
Harlem need: 1.—Official organ-
ization of all Negroes on an edu-
cational, - cultural, political and

League of Nations the UNO will

Thzs Year, ENJ OY

" NEW YEAR’S EVE

- With The Trotskyists In Your City

NEW YORK

&

Danclng « « « Entertainment . . . . Refreshments

Academy Hall, Roosevelt Bldg.

: *‘Subscripﬂon $1

o
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. NEWARK
‘;,:=f:1'urke.y Supper and Dance
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_Jitterbug Contest!
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At Door $.25
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Socialist Workers Party
134 S.W. Washington St. 3rd Floor
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BUFFAL()
Dancing and Fun at The
Militant Forum
629 Main Street

Admission 50°cents

Call AT 3992

2nd Floor

Now we’'ve got something GOOD,

do not understand what the class |

ion organizations in action; the

international plane. 2.—Adult
study classes in economics and
political science. 3.Courageous
and intelligent leaders.

The Negro is gradually wak-

|ing up and is learning to use his

vote carefully where it will do
the most good. If you want the
Negro vote you must teach the
Negro what your party is. and
what it stands for; its history,
its record and its future plans.

You must be willing to fight

out, without an objection or ex-
cuses.

must be presented by representa-
tives of the Negro race if they
‘concern the Negro people.

If the Socialist Workers Party
is willing to agree to this and
prove it is out for justice and

of creed or color, I can see no
reason why you cannt get suffi-
cient support from the Negroes
in Harlem to build a strong or-
ganization.

E. B.

New York.

Poet Inspiréd Bv

Labor Unity
Editor:
Would you care to publish this

Militant? (It appears elsewhere
on this page—Ed.) I wrote it
some time ago, as one of a num-
ber on the “coming era of the
¢common man,” which I hope to

day when I have completed the
series. So much is about to take
place, that I wait those events.

The work of years will be un-
doneé if the UAW gives in now,
because General Motors begins

to supply parts and fulfill its
contracts. It is heartening to
read The Militant every week,
and find that it stands for firm-
ness against economic aggres-
sion as much as it does against
political aggression, It is a fine
paper. I would we had mote so
outspoken and inspiring.

Strange how afraid our dailies
are of letting the people voice
their opinions in their columns,
and how cautious they are in
their editorials. Don’t they know
that the future belongs to labor?
Nothing can stop this eventual-
ity, but the day can be put off
by disunity in the ranks.

Your paper can be praised for
many fine things, but your in-
sistence on unity, all pulling to-
gether, is one of the finest. On
that depends everything. Shall
the new 1946 be ours? It can
be, if we will it so; but YOU
Jknow this better .than. anyone.
I do not write this to urge you;
you do not need it; but to let
off the steam of indignation that
almost blows one up sometimes.

Sam Brown
Boston, Mass.

Veteran Socialist
Editor:

I have been in this economic
struggle many years. I read the
Appeal to Reason for a long
time, then the American Guard-
ian for a long time, and now
take The Progressive. I cast my
first vote for James B. Weaver.
I still feel there is sonmte hope of

‘the people waking up, and I like

your paper for the stand you

for Negro rights day in and day

These plans on any, problem |

fair play at all times regardless |

description of LABOR in The

have published in a book some

to feel the pinch, and is unable|

LAB()R

He stirs, and gazes fixedly, where klngs
Cower in terror of the thing he is;
Awake“at last, and freed from iron gy\.
He looks at them across the gulf of years,
The banner of his freedom is unfurled,
The hunger of the helpless from his face,
Has vanished. He, is master of the world.

This thing has taken life. From whence, we ask,
It thinks, it moves, it feels its age-long wrongs,
Will it make waste, and desolate our homes,
Revolting from the tyranny that elaims

The sacrifice of common wealth to kings?

15 this that form, that leahing on its hoe

In Millets’ picture, made such grave appeal

To man’s humanity, through Markham's lips?
Is this that image, only multiplied,

By thousands ahd by thousands of its kind?

We fear this desperate shape, this Nemesis,

This boomerang, the greed of man hath wrolight,
The poet truly says that it is filled

With threats and torments of the times, and fraught
With menace for the chains that fetter men,

Its shadow veils the future, and its btreast

Is bared to show the wounds that gape therein.

Shall we regard this menace with disdain?

The mills of God are grinding slowly on,

And devastations, terrible as war,

Will shake the earth, if he stretch forth his hand.
He stretched it once, and laid it on a throne,

And that throne crashed, and men went frenzy mad,
For kings must reap the evil they have sown.

But we do wrong to measure him with hate.
He beareth that which shall our pride condemn;
His name is LABOR, ¢ircling the world,

.ind none shall ever shackle him again.

The fire of life is racing through his veins,

The wine of life is mounting to his head,

He hath inherited a giant's brood,

And the whole earth will tremble at his tread.

SAM BROWN.

take, although Y would like to
add the following to what you
sAy:

Government ownership of all
production and distribution!
Government production for . use
instead of for profit! I would
remeémber the aged; the grudging
help they give us, such I have
received for the last 10 years, is
a shame. I would advocate the
overthrow of - the present form
of government by the people. It
can be done if they all get to-
gether,

Enclosed is 8 money order for
which please enroll me on your
subscription list. I would do bet-
ter but my old age assistance
won't allow it. I, like the CIO,
am fighting for an existence!

' C. T.
Universal, Ind.
! R .
Asks Discussion On
Jewish Queshon
Editer:

In the recent issues of The
Militant there were several ar-..
ticlé§ on the Jewish Qiestion
upon which I wish to comment.

I want to begin by saying that
I am in agreement with your
‘basic assertion that the Jewish
problem, like all other social
problems resulting from Capital-
ism,-will be solved when Social-
ism replaces this imperialist sys-
tem. However, while your ar-
ticles showed how the Jewish
people &ere betrayed by the im-
perialist policies of the Allies,
and condemned the Zionist or-
ganization and their leaders, you
haven’t in any way touched upon
the fundamental Zionist prob-
lem of Jewish homeléssness and
self determination of the Jews.

In an editorial of a few weeks

"What Did We

Editor:

After serving five years and
three months in the U. 8. Navy,
including time in the reserves, I
still find the Negro is nothing but
the servant of the superior-feel-
ing white man.

Whatever he does, wherever he
-goes, the Negro is held at arm’s
length, not only for inspection,
but for condemnation for the
slightest misstep.

I can report the case of a
wounded white Marine, who re-
fused life-saving blood just be-
cause it was a Negro’s. Needless
to say, the Marine died. Think of
the suffering of his poor par-
ents, his wife and children, just
because he had been educated to
the false idea that Negroes are
inferior, unworthy of his con-
sideration and an object of con-
tempt.

I myself wallowed in the mud
of Saipan and Iwo Jima. I watch-
ed Negro Seabees shot down in
the Philippines when they were
performing their jobs as fighting
men of the United States. I hold
several decorations from the
United States. But I'm ashamed

|to wear them. I'm not ashamed

of the United States, I love her.
But I am ashamed of the kind
of home the greedy individuals
have made it for me.

I could name several places
that discriminate against the Ne-
gro where I have been, 'places
in the South where he can’t ride
a train, places in the North where
he can’t eat. But it reverts back
to the question of Government
policy.

We depended on the Govern-
ment, and were located at a hos-
pital in Medford, Oregon. By

of the community prevented all

Bitter Negro Sailor Asks

hook or crook, the white leaders |.

Fight For?”

Negroes from remaining there for
any period of time.

When Negro sailors, patients’
and staff members, were located
in this town, the wagging ton-
gues got busy. Get them out, they
don’t belong! Break the glasses
they drink from! Xeep your
children off the street—Boogie
Men 'are in town!

The community of Medford de-
termined to rid itself of this
“scourge.” The Medford Cham-
ber of Commerce wrote to Wash-
ington, “Get them out,” or more
likely, “get rid of the Niggers.”

Wagshington intervened. The
white commander of the Naval
Hospital at Medford Camp had
to act and act quickly. The Ne-
groes were shipped a long dis-
tance to a community where
Negroes lived, when liberty might
have been arranged for them at
a town closer to Medford.

The Negroes were told “as Navy |

men you go where you are or-

dered. But it is for your own |:

convenience. We have no recrea~
tional facilities here for you.” So

the Negro sailors, many of them |
battle-wounded, were forced out | §

of Medford, even though the ex-
ecutive officer admitted that
their work and conduct in the
Navy had been excellent.

We all fight for existence. But
if there were another war, I still
wonder what I would be fight-

ing for. Could I get fair treatment |- :

for my loved ones and myself?
Or would I still have to eke out
a mere existence, a piffta,nce, have
nothing but the crumbs left over

from my so-called superior, the -4

white capitalist who teaches and
commands the lower class whites
to obey. What did I fight for?
A Bitter Negro Sailor
San Francisco

‘|and historical phases.

ago, you "stated that the Jews
flo not want to go to Palestine

‘| but they were being sent there by

the Zionist leaders and in a
more recent article you state
that according to surveys made
‘among European Jews, they did
want to emigrate to Palestine.
It seems to me this contradicts
your former statement. Fur-
thermore, in view -of the fact
that the overwhelming majority
of Jews favor a Jewish home-
land in Palestine and the fact
that the Jews have created thriv-
ing, progressive c¢ommunities
there, I think it will take more
than a pronouncement in your
editorial to convince Jewish
workers or anyone else for that
matter that Jews do not want
Palestine. Nor will you rally
the Socialist Zionists who may
have become disillusioned with
the policies and leadership of
the Zionist Organization and

‘who may be considering differ-

ent alignments of forces in which
to work. )

. I’d like to-point out that there
are elements in the Zionist
movement who are not so naive
as to believe that the policies
for Palestine will be decided by

‘pledges or moral consideration

rather -than imperial interests.
Therefore, the Roosevelt letter
to Ibn Saud is not the great sur-
prise or the “damaging blow” you
suggest, for theéy never consid-
ered Roosevelt’s support deecisive
in realizing their alms of & Jew-
ish Homeland in Palestine. You
seem to attach more importance
to it than does the Zionist move-
ment.

It seems to me that because of
the urgency, at the present time,
it would be advisable to make &
thorough analysis of the Jewish
Question. The problem of a
homeland should be discussed
from the sociological, cultural

it would be a good idea to review
the entire’ National Question
from a Marxist point of view.

Every radical I speak to includ-

'|ing Trotskyists seem to be very
much confused on that issue.

I want to add that in 1937
Trotsky issued a statement to
the effect that history has not
justified assimilation; that the
Jewish nation needs a land of its
own; and that the. Jewish prob-
lem will be solved through ter-
ritorial concentration. I would
very much like to see that state-

ment brought to light and ana-

lyzed along with the entire ques-
tion of Jewish survival as a
group.

I realize that this is quite an
assignment, but- no responsible
revolutionary movement can take
a position without studying these
factors. -

A. G.
Newark, N. J.

by Joseph Hansen 15¢
mm&n.mm.hm,‘.,

Pioneer Publishers
116 UNIVERSIY PLACE
NEW YORK 3, N. Y.

In fact ||

We know our readers will be
very pleased to learn that the
préss run of The Militant for the
past two wéeks has been 68,000
copies. The “increase over our
régular run is attributable to
the fact that Socialist Workers
Party branches from coast to
coast have ordered larger bunh-
dles for distribution to striking
workers of the Getieral Motors
Corporation.

With the excellent work our
comrades and friends are doing
in mtroauemg The Militant to

Ploneer
Notes

Elsewhere in this issue is an
advertisement of Pioneer books,
listing among others two impor-
tant books by Leon Trotsky, The
Revoliition Betrayed and The
First Five Years of the Com-
munist International. Both of
these books are now being bound
and will be ready for distribu-
tion before Christmas. The re-
lease of the books has long been
delayed, due to circumstances
beyond our control. )

These two valuable additions
to the Marxist classics will make
ideal Christmas gifts. Books
have always been the most prized
of gifts, a warm bond between
the donor and recipient. Espe-
cially is this true when the gift
is A new addition to a Marxist
library—the working tool of eve
ery trevolutionary.

We have already received many
advance orders on both books,
not only from most of the So-
cialist Workers Party branches
and from friends of the party
here, but from Canada, Cuba
and countries as far away as
‘Ceylon, England, France, and
South Africa.

The Revolution Betrayed, or-
iginally published in 1937 and
long out-of-print, is a valuable
aid to the Marxist student for
& complete understanding of
Stalinism, what it is, how it op-
erates, its social base and its
deadly menace to the world rev-
olution.

The First Five Years of the
Communist International con-
tains manifestos and articles
never before printed in English,
written by Trotsky in 1919-23
when the Communist Interna-
tional under the leadership of
Lenin and Trotsky was a world
revoliftionary organization,

The Revolution Betrayed, by
Leon Trotsky, clothbound $2,
paperbound $1.

The First Five Years of the
Communist International, by
Leon  Trotsky, clothbound
$2.50, paperbound $1.50.
Order from Pioneer Publishers,

;18 University Place, New York
N. Y.

new readers, the regular paid
circulation is increasing steadily
week after week. We are nearing
the goal of 50,000 regular paid
circulation set by the November
1944 Convention of the Socialist
Workers Party. !
% %

Al Cutler of Boston writes: “In
$pite of inclement weather, four
of us went out last Saturday and
distributed about' 300 copies of
The Militant in a working class
area in Roxbury. On Sunday we
had a full mobilization with very
favorable results.

“In fact, comrades reported
that some of the workers who
were visited said they had read
the paper the night before, and
were walting for The Militant
salesmen.”

* » *

An excellent plan, which we -
know many of our friends will
want to follow, i8 contained in
the following letter. }

Mili Adams of New York: “It
didn’t take me long to decide
what to give my relatives and
friends this Christmas—a one-
year combination subscription to
The Militant and the Fourth In-
ternational. I can’t think of any«
thing they would enjoy more, not
only for the immediate holiday
season, but for an entire year
to come.”

* * *

Rudy Rhodes of 8t. Louis re«
ports these two very interesting
incidents: “Last week we revisit=
ed a home where we had left a
copy of The Militant. This worker
had asked us to come back when
we originally called as he was
short of cash that day. When we
arrived he remarkéd: ‘I am sure
glad to see you. My wife cleaned
up and accidentally threw away
the copy of The Militant you had
left. I was afraid you wouldn’s
call back and I wanted to sube
scribe very much, but couldn’t ré=
member the address of your pa-
per. .

“We also visited 'a Milltant
subscriber. He informed us he
liked the paper very much and
wanted us to give him four blank
subscription cards. He told wus:
‘I've taken The Militant into my
shop and three of the men I work
with also want to become sub-
scribers. And I want to keep a
spare card on hand.’” =
ST e e e

Our Militant sub-getters are
known for their persistence in
the- face of all obstacles. As the
following letter illustrates, noth-
ing seems to faze them.

P. Mertens of St. Paul writes:

“Comrade G. works for the
railroad and was sent on an over-
night run to La Crosse. When he
got there in the morning he
should have gone to bed. Instead
he went subbing in a pouring

rain, and sold seven subscrip-

tions, in addition to three ‘Jobs
For All’ pamphlets. We are quite
pleased, and think he did a good

job.”

and veterans!

A rising scale of wages!

Unemployment insurance

2. Independence of the
government!

Board!

unions!

Down with Jim Crow!

workers in all lands!

Our Program.

1. Full employment and job security for all workers

A sliding scale of hours! Reduce the hours of work
with no reduction in pay!

increased cost of living!

Government operation of all. idle and government-buiit
plants under workers’ control!

during the entire period of unemployment!

No restriction on the right to strike! }
Withdraw union representatives from the War Labor

3. Organization of the war veterans by the trade

4. Full equality for Negroes and hational minorities'

5. Working class political action!
Establish the workers’ and farmers’ government!
Build the independent labor party!
6. Tax the rich, not the poor!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!
7. A working class answer to capitalist militarism!
. Military} training of workers, financed by the govern-
ment, but under control of the trade unions!
Trade unfon wages for all workers in the armed forces!
8. Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of the

For the complete independence of the colonial peoples!
Withdraw all American troops from foreign soil!

Increase wages to meet the

equal to trade union wages

trade wunions from the

SOOIALIST WORKERS PARTY
116 University Place
New York 8, New York

1 would lke:

Join the Socialist Workers Party!

] To join the Soclalist Workers Party.
[J To obtain further informstion about your organization.
[0 To attend meetings and forums of the Soolalist Workers Party
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“Mllltant” Subscrlptlon Campalgn Nears
Goal With 9,324 New Readers Gained

of the remaining branches have
written to tell us that they are
concentrating all their efforts
and all their forces in these last
few days of the campaign, to
meet their quotas .and become
part of the “over the top” group.
Reading maintains its lead on
our scoreboard for the second
consecutive week, and has a na-
tional pace-setter in fifth place
—Comrade C. Raymond.
However Reading’s position .is
now being challenged by St.
Louis. The following note is
from Rudy Rhodes, who inciden-
tally is a national pace-setter, in
sixth place: “We didn’t want to

By -Justine Lany
-Campaign Director

As this story goes to press,
prior to our last National
Red ‘Sunday Mobilization on
December 9, we are nearing
the conclusion of our drive
for 10,000 additional readers.
Final results will appear in
next week’s issue of The
Militant.

Thus far 9,324 new subscribers
have been obtained, representing
93 per cent of our national goal.
. This week’s scoreboard re-
veals that Allentown-Bethlehem
and Boston have now joined the (a ¢ ¢ e p't Reading’s challenge
other 13 branches of the So- |while we were at the top of the
clalist Workers 'Party which lscore -board. However, now that
have reached 100 per cent. Most we are neck-and-neck, we accept

) Brunches of the Per
Socialist Workers Party Quota,s Subs Cent
. Reading - ..., 50 169 338
8t. Louis 50 151 302
.. Philadelphia 300 692 - 224
Connecticut 100 191 191
Cincinnati 50 95 190
Pittsburgh 100 157 157
Milwaukee 100 131 131
- Baltimore 100 124 124
Minneapolis 300 344 114
- Boston' 200 226 113
San Francisco .......ccinieiie . 300 340 111
Portland 75 80 107
New York ... 2000 2049 103
DErOSt:  .ooivvoeerivererereinseseasasssssssansas . 1000 1007 101
. Allentown-Bethlehem .................. 100 101 101
© SPAIE  iiieeiicnisiisiisiassisnssssssense 300 269 190
Chicago 1000 895 90
- Newark 300 252 84
C Bayonne ... 100 84 84
. . Buffalo -300 250 81
CCleveland ..., 200 152 76
. .Rochester . 50 31 62
. Los .Angeles .....oeieiennen 1500 T 904 60
L YOURESEOWIL - weviveeievnesnnereniiasscasaesns 300 164 55
st. Paul ... 100 53 53
< Flint ... 200 105 53
‘San Diego .. 50 26 52
. Akron .. 300 128 42
2 TOIRAO  viieviiviirene e sresisresne 300 95 32
-~ .Groups, Members at-large
and" ‘Frzends , 175 5 43
. Kansas City 7
TOTAL  ovioeecesssseersassssessssesess 10,000 9324 93

the challenge. We might advxse
also that we are going to fight
to get back on top.”

This ~ column continues to
maintain its neutrality by sim-
ply adding—may the best sub-
getters win!

Our readers will note two in-
teresting developments when
they examine this week’s score-
board. First, San Diego has
sent in 26 subs, thereby fulfilling
52 per cent of their quota. Due
to circumstances beyond their
control they got a very late start
in our présent campaign, but
they write us that despite this
handicap, they will meet  their
quota.

PLAN CELEBRATIONS

Kansas City appears on our
scoreboard for the second time.
This group of comrades and
friends recently began canvass-
ing the area for subscribers, and
to date have sent in seven subs.
Due to their late start, they are
not being assigned a quota, but
we feel sure they will make &
good showing in our final listing.

Local New York says: “We are
planning an elaborate dinner

| consisting of turkey ,with all the

trimmings, a program of enter-

d-mon, the two teams with the:

highest scores will be awarded
prizes for the extra effort they
put forth to make this campaign
such ‘a huge success. We were
assigned the highest quota—2,-
000 subs, and completed it in the
seventh week of the campaign.”

“On Sunday, December 9, we
are planning a Victory Dinner to
wind up the campaign, and cel-
ebrate the quota which we feel
sure will be reached nationally.”

Max Geldman of Philadelphia
writes the following very invit-
ing note: “Philadelphia will cel-
ebrate the successful results of
the sub drive at .a Militant Cél-
ebration Dinner at the Embassy

Restaurant, 619 W. Girard Ave.;.

on Saturday, December 15, at 8
p.m. Comrades from Reading,
Allentown and Baltimore are ex-
pected to be present to cheer the
obtaining of 10,000 new readers
for The Militant, and their own
good work in making the cam-
paign a success.

“All readers of THE MILI-
TANT are invited to celebrate
with us the latest achievement
of
friends of the Socialist Workers
Party. Reservations should be

the devoted members and’

RO
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“The

Each figure reading
Militant” represents 500 sub-

seriptions sold. Each blank
figure represents 500 sub-
scriptions not yet sold.

Fifth Anniversary
Celebrated. By
Buifalo . SWP

BUFFALO, Nov. 24.—This Set-’
urday night about 40 members

ist Workers Party attended a
spaghetti dinner in celebration
of the fifth anniversary of the

and sympathizers of the Social-|

San Francisco Bay Area Hears

John G. Wright On Labor Party

Gl R

By Della Rossa and R. Marshall - i

SAN FRANCISCO — Intensely
interested Bay Area audiences,
in San Francisco on November
23
25, heard John G. Wright, asso-
ciate editor of The Militant, de-

{scribe the development and vic-

tory of the Briish Labor Party
and the tremendous impetus it
has given the drive toward an
independent labor party in this
country. .

Approximately 45 workers,
riost of them trade unionists,
in San Francisco, and 35 workers
in Oakland, nearly half of them
rew readers.of The Militant, had
come to the lecture on ‘“British
Labor Victory and U. S. Labor
Party Prospects” because ‘they
wanted a “scientific, and there-

had happened in England.
“The British workers want rev-
olution,” Comrade Wright said.
“That is the reason behind the
tremendous victory of the Labor
Party. But now they find that
their leaders want revolution by
consent of the capitalist class.
They find “that Bevin was much

Pitt;burgh
'JOHN G. WRIGHT
Noted Marxist Writer

Translator of Trotsky's
Works

-

and in Oakland, November“

more radical when he was in the
same government as Churchill
and therefore was forced.to show
a difference from him.” :
- “Revolution : by consent,” 'will
never - be possible, Comrade
Wright pointed out, and this real-
ization will lead the British work-
ers toward :a new leadership.
““In this new strike struggle in
America, the workers reach out

for power,” Comrade Wright said.

in indicating the revolutionary
possibilities of our own working
class. “And they find that their
ECONOMIC hunds are not long
enough.”

This is a period he pointed
out, when conservative unions are
passing resolutions to open fac-
tories under workers’ control.

BUILDING A NUCLEUS
fore, Marxist, analysis,” of what |

“When you consider,” he said,
“that until recently the Ameri-
can workers had the Gompers
‘medieval guild’ for a union, and
that then in a “five-year period

there was the tremendous griwth
of the powerful CIO, you can.
sec what the sharpening. con-

flict in the next period will mears) .,

labor party.”

The real struggle in forming
labor party, he said, is not in.,
getting the thousands and the’
millions but in building the ba.sic’
nucleus.

Comrade Wright’s - ability ‘to
attract and recruit workers was
once more. demonstrated in Sa

' Francisco when at the close o d

the meeting a worker came for
ward with an application fo
membership.

Huge banners readmg, “Buil

an . Independent Labor Party,”: -

covered the front of the balls at”
both the San Francisco and Oa

in the growth of an independenty” “~

land meetings. Around both ballg®

were displayed the slogans,!
“Down With Jim Crow,” “Sub-

scribe to the Militant,” and “Jom\
the Socialist Workers ‘Party.”

.\"\

- Sunday,

116 Umverslly Place

103 Wesl' HOth St.

‘New York Open Forums

- Downtown:
“Germany Under Occupation”
" Speaker: George Matthews

.. Harlem:
‘“Housing In Harlem” |
Speaker: John -Andrews
Room 23

Dec. 16

8 p.m.

tainment including b r i e f|made in advance at our head-

speeches, songs and skits. In ad- ! quarters, 405 W. Girard Ave.”
The twenty who have sold the highest number of subs
Paul Kujak - Chicago 199
Ernest Drake . .. Detroit - 155
‘Mike Warren Seattle 146
Therese StONe  ..eernenisicoen Philadelphia 125
C. Raymond oeieees Reading 120
Rudy Rhodes St. Louis 118
Bill FErence .....oeecocnnin Minneapolis 116
Rigo Carli ... ... Detroit _ 101
H. Spangler. . ... Connecticut 92 .
Joe Simmons ... ... Philadelphia 90
G. Roberts ....... ... Detroit 81
Connie Locke ... ....East: Side, New York 3
Margaret Moran . ....Chicago 66
Ed LeWiS .ovcvericsrmmsessssssecssinsivinens Detroit 64
Ida Brandt East Side, New York 58
B, LOZAN b Detroit 58
Eloise. Gordon. .... ... Pittsburgh 56
Bob Kingsley ... ...Cleveland 56
J. Singer ........ .Connecticut . 53
Albert CONWAY .ovviivrmsiurissssinens . Los Angeles 51

 comradeship and with full con-

will speak on

“The Meaning of the
British Elections”
Sunday, Dec. 23—8 p.-m.

founding of the Buffalo branch.
Pioneer members of the branch
made vivid and. inspiring talks
on the progress which has been
made in both political and trade
union fields, since the branch was
established. They also dealt with
the full satisfaction they de-
rived from being members of the
party and the deep meaning it
has given to'their lives.

Everyone left the hall that
night with a feeling of closer

* Militant Readmg Room
5905 Penn Ave.
E. Liberty

JOHN G. WRIGHT |
TOUR SCHEDULE

fidence in the great future of

the branch. A real demonstra- | CIT¥

tion of this feeling was shown by CINCINN%'& Dec. 16 to Tues., Dec, 18
four sympathizers joining the PITTSBURGH

party during the evening. Thurs., Dec. 20 to Mon Dec. 20

Philqdelphiu Mass Meeting

THE COLONIAL PEOPLES!
Demand the Withdrawal of U. S. Troops! |}
'Friday, Dec. 14, 8 p.m.

Speakers:
JESSE BROWN Negro fighter for minority. rights
JACK MILLER, Socialist Youth Group (Trotsky:st)
- GOLDY COOPER, Militant Labor Forum ol
. MAX- GELDMAN Socialist Workers Party Org'anmer

,O‘»‘stropeler Hall

© Previous installments of Comrade Cannon’s book described
the emergence of the American Communist Party out of the
Teft wing of the Socialist Party in 1919, the expulsion of the
Trotskyists in 1828, the formation of a mew party and the
Minneapolis Strikes of 1934. In 1935, the Trotskyists turfted
their attention to a growing left wing tendency in the Social-
ist Party.

These organizations have a pseudo-democracy which permits
a great deal of talk and criticism as long as this talk and criticism
doesn’t in any way mcnace the control of the organization. But
the moment their rule is challenged, they come down every time
with the most brutal bureaucratic repressions against the majority.

This is true of all of them, of all kinds and colors of opponents’

of Bolshevism in the field of organization. Even the sanctified
Norman Thomas was no exception, as I will demonstrate later on.

Incidentally, this is also true of all the sectarian grouns with-
‘out exception who split away from the Fourth International, avho
raised a great hue and cry about the lack of democracy in the
Trotskyist movement. The moment they set up their own organ-
" jzations, they established real despotism. The Oehler group, for
example, was no sooner constituted as an independent organiza-
tion than the people who had been lured by his appeals against
the terrible bureaucratism of the 'l‘rotskylst organization got a rude
shock. They encountered the most rigid and despotic caricature
of bureaucratism,

The split in New York of the Right Wing of the Socialist
Party heralded the national split—that was clear to us. The Right
Wing of the Socialist Party were determined, for reasons of their
own, to disconnect themselves from the militant rank and fiie
.and youth elemeats in the SP who were talkmg about revolution.
They. considered this out of date. They were looking toward the
:1936 national elections and alrea?y in their own minds had un-
,doubtedly arrived at the position of supporting Roosevelt. They
" were only looking for a good pretense to break their relations with
the rank and file militants and youth who were still taking Social-
ism seriously. This split in New York showed us that the time
had come to act without delay. It happened that I was in Min-
neaolis when the explosion took place in the New York organi-
zation of the SP. Here was a striking repetition of the procedure
‘of 1934. The impulsion to speed up the fusion with the American
Workers Party came from a discussion held there during the
strike. Now, for the second time, the initiative for a sharp political
turn came from an informal conference which I had with leading
‘comrades -in Minneapolis. ‘.

We came to the conclusion that we must move, without one’

day’s unnecessary delay, to get into the Socialist Party while it re-
mained in a state of flux, before a new bureaucracy would have
time to crystalize and before the influence of the Stalinists could
be consolidated. The whole leadership of our faction, the Cannon-
Shachtman faction, was agreed upon this line. Tﬂe rank and file
of the faction had been well prepared and educated in the long
.internal fight and had entirely assimilated the political line of the
leadership. They supported this plan unanimously. They had
overcome all prejudices about the “French turn,” about the prin-
ciple of “independence,” and all other shibboleths of the sectarian
phrasemongers. When the opportunity arose to take a turn which
offered the prospect of political advantage they were ready to
move. The moment had come to act.

'I‘hen everything hung on the question of acting without too
much delay, without playing around, without indecision or hesita-
tion. Routine propaganda, which is carried on all the time, is by
no means sufficient in itself to build a party and enable it to grow
rapidly. The routine exposition of principles is not enough. A

.political party must know what to do next, and do it before it is-

too late. ' In this particular case the thing we had to do next, if
we wanted to take advantage of a great fluid situation in the van-
gua.rd of the workers movement, was to move forthwith into the
SP, seize the opportunity before it slipped away, take a step for-
ward by effecting a fusion of the Trotskyist workers with the
militant rank and file and young people in the Socialist Party who
had at.least theé subjective desite to be revolutionists and who
were moving in our direction.
- .There. is. an expression, a good American. motto, about strlkmg
while the iron-is hot. I don’t know how many of you realize how
-vivid that expression can appear to one who understands its mean-
ing in the mechanical sense. It has always been a favorite motto
of: mlne in politics, and it always calls up the vision of the black-

\

" HOW WE ENTERED THE SOCIALIST PARTY IN 1936

smith shop back home where we boys used to stand around,
fascinated by the blacksmith, a heroic figure in our eyes: He took
his time, smoked his pipe very leisurely, talked to people about the
weather and local politics. When a horse was brought around to
be shed, the blacksmith slowly pumped up the bellows under the
forge, still taking it easy until the fire reached a certain white
heat and the horseshoe became red hot. Then, at the dec1swe
moment, the blacksmith became transformed. -All his lassitude
thyown off, he seized the horseshoe with his great pincers, lifted
it onto the anvil and began to pound it with his hammer while it
was red hot. Otherwise the horseshoe would lose its malleability
aznd he could not fashion it into the proper shape. If we had al-
lowed the oppmtumty in the SP to cool, we would have missed
our .chance.

We Strike While the Iron Is Hot

We had to strike while the iron was hot. There was danger !

that the Stalinists, who were pressing upon the SP very heavily,
would get in ahead of us and repeat their feat in Spain. There was
danger that the Lovestoneites, who were certainly closer in political
affinity to the Anteritan Socialists than we were because they
were nothing more than centrists themselves, would learn what
their next cue was and step ahead of us into the Socialist Party.

. We had two small hurdles to jump over before we could effect
the-entry. First, we had to have a party convention to get the
sanction for such an action. Second, we had to get permission
from the heads of the Socialist Party before we could join it.
Prior to our coavention we had to go through one more fierce
factional struggle with the Musteites who summoned their cohorts
for a last stand to save the “independence” and “integrity” of the
Workers Party. They fought with holy zeal against our proposal
to dissolve the church of the Lord and go and join the heretic
Socialists. They defended the “independence” of the Workers
Party as though it were the Ark of the Covenant and we were lay-
ing profane hands upon it. It was certainly a furious fight that
had in it elements of semi-religious fanaticism. But it availedthem
nothing. The large majority of the party members were clearly on
our side from the start.

We began negotiations with the leaders of the “Militants” over
the terms and conditions of our entry into the Socialist Party. The
negotiations w1tn {hese papier-maché heroes were a spectacle for
gods and men. I will never forget them. I believe that in all my
long and somewhat checkered experience, which has ranged from
the sublime to the ridiculous, and vice versa, I never encountered
anything so fabulous and fantastic as the negotiations with the
chiefs of the “Militants” caucus in the Socialist Party. They were
all transient figures, important for a day. But they didn’t know
it. They saw themselves in a distorting mirror, and for a br1ef
period imagined themselves to be revolutionary leaders.

Outside their own imagination there was hardly any basis
whatever for their assumption that they were at all qualified to
lead anything or anybody, least of all a revolutionary party which
requires qualities and traits of character somewhat different from
the leadership of other movements. They were inexperienced and
untested. = They were ignorant, untalented, petty-minded, weak,
cowardly, treacherous and vain. And they had other faults too.
They were in a quandary over our application for admission to
their party. They wanted to have us in the party, most of them,
to counterbalance the Right Wing and to help ward off the
Stalinists whom they mortally feared on one side and tended
to approach on the other. They wanted us in ‘the party and were
afraid of what we might do after we came in. They didn’t know for
sure, from the beginning until the very end, what they really
wanted. In addition to everything else, we had to help them make
up their minds.

There was Zam, - ex-Lovestoneite and renegade Communist
who was turning back to Soéial Democracy. On his way to the
right he ran into some young Socialists who were traveling to the
left, and for the moment they seemed to be in agreement. But it
wasn’t really so; they had merely met-at the crossroad.

There was Gus Tyler, a very- smart young chap whose only
trouble was that he had no character. He could stand up and
debate the .war question from the standpoint of Lenin with one
of  the -Stalinist leaders—and state the Leninist position "quite
correctiy—and- bhen go to work for the Needle Trades fakers, do-

i

ing “educational work” for their program,’ mcludmg their war
program, and then wonder why anybody should be susprised or
indignant about .it. People without character are like people
without intelligence. They don’t understand why anybody should
thing it strange.

There was Murry Baron, a bright young college boy who also
got a job as a trade union leader on the sufferance of Dubinsky.
He lived well and considered it important thathe continug to do 50
At the same time, he was dabbling with the task of leading a revolu-
tionary movement, 11l<e someone who takes up & hobby on the side.

There were Biemiller and Porter from Wisconsin, young fel-
lows who at the age of thirty had acquired all the senile qualities
of the European Social Democrats. Havmg lost the flame of ideal-
ism, if tey were ever touched by it, they were already settling
down to the business of labor faking on weekdays and pretending
to be radical on Sunday. They were nearly all of the same type,
and it was a very poor type. Yet they were the leaders of the Left
Wing of the Socialist Party and we had to negotiate with- them all,
including Norman Thomas who was head of the party nominally,
and who, as Trotsky very well explained, called himself a Socialist
as the result of a misunderstanding.

Our problem was to, make an agreement with this rabble to
admit us to the Socialist Party. In order to do that we had to
negotiate. It was a difficult and sticky job, very disagreeable. But
that did not deter us. A Trotskyist will do anything for the party,
even if he has to crawl on his belly in the mud. We got them into
negotiations and eventually gained admission by all sorts of
devices and at a heavy cost. It was not simply a question of calling
them on the phone and saying, “Let’s meet at two o’clock on
Tuesday and discuss matters.” It was a long, involved and tortur-
ous process. While we were negotiating formally and collectively,
we also had several separate, individual angles working. .

One of them was Zam, the renegade Communist who seemed
to think, because we wanted to join the Socialist Party, that we
were going to do a little renegading too. He had personal reasons
for wanting us in the SP and he facilitated our admission. He
was mortally afraid of the Stalinists, and thought we would be a
counterbalance and antidote to them. Private discussions with
him always preceded the formal discussion with the leaders. We
always knew beforehand what they were planning to do. \

Hard Conditions Attached to Entry

In addition.to all the other things, they had no internal soli-
darity or respect for each other and we naturally took advantage
of that. Another independent side-line operation, preceding the
entry, was with Thomas himself. The arrangement of the rendez-
vous between Thomas and the Trotskyists was the last progressive
act in the life and career of Sidney Hook. Perhaps he felt that he
owed us one more favor.
reminiscences of his youth when he had thought the revolution
was a pretty good thing. Be that as it may, he arranged a meet-
ing with Thomas which increased the pressure on the “Militants”
caucus. They finally agreed to admit us, but they made us pay.

They made very hard conditions. We had to-give up our press
despite the fact that it had been the tradition of the Socialist
Party to let any faction have its own pressy and .despite the fact
that the Socialist Call had started as a faction organ of the
“Militants.” - Any section or state or local organization in the SP
that wanted its own press had been free to have it. They demanded
special conditions of us, that we should have no press. They made
us give up The Militant and our magazine, the New International.
They wouldn’t allow us the honor and dignity of joining as a body
and being received as a body. No, we had to join as individuals,
leaving every local Socialist Party branch the option of refusing
to admit us.

We had to join individually because they wanted to humiliate
us, to. make it appear that we were simply dissolving our party,
humbly breaking with our past, and starting anew as pupils of the
“Militants” caucus of the SP. It was rather irritating, but we were
not deflected from our course by personal feelings. We had been
too long in the Lenin school for that. We were out to serve political
aims. That is why, despite the most onerous conditions, we never
broke negotiations—and never gave them an excuse to shut nego-
tlatlons off from their side. Whenever they showed signs of indif-
ference, of evas:veness, we kept after them and kept the negotia-

Possibly he was moved by sentimental '

A

Meantime our own party was moving toward its convention.
It was soon revealed that the decisive majority of the party Sup=
ported. the proposals of ‘the Cannon-Shachtman caucus for eniry:
into the Socialist Party. Our proposal also had the support of:
Trotsky. This was a consxderable factor in reassuring the ra,nk(
and file of the party that it was a good tactical step, not to be con=

had represented it. The convention of March 1936 which had,
to put the seal on the decision was a formality. The majority m
favor of the proposal to enter the Socialist Party was overwhelm-
ing. ‘The opposition was reduced to such a small group that the 4
had virtually no alternative but to accept the decision, submlt to
dxscxplme and go along with us into the Socmhst Party. :

The Great Majority in Favor of Entry e

At this convention there was a kick-back from some unprm-
cipled politics that had taken place in the summer, a cruel pen
alty for unprincipled combinationism. In this case it was the
aftermath of the Allentown incident which is quite famous in the'
history of our party, and is still alive in the memories of those who
went through the struggles of those days. Allentown had been

tire organization there, which was quite large, and which was in the
leadership of a very substgntial movement of unemployed worl:-
ers orgamzed in the National Unemployed Leagues, was composed
of former Musbeltes Most of the Allentown members had been in
the movement only a short time. They had come into the America.n
Workers Party through the unemployed activities and were in need
of Marxist political education, in order that the fruits of their mass
work could eventually be transformed into political gains and 8,
firm' pelitical party nucleus established there. We sent in some
comrades to assist them in this respect.
comrade named Stiler was sent in. ‘For the adult movement, Sa.m
Gordon’ was senf. Their function, while participating in ‘the- mass
activities, was to assist in the Marxist education of these: Allen—
town comrades who showed a strong will to become completely
fused ‘with us. in ideology as well as organization.
‘fight arrested’ these plans and Allentown was a center of infec-
tion ‘all through the period.

One of the worst complications arose from the treachery of
Stiler. ‘He was sent in there with the trust of the party, but he suc-
cumbed to the backward environment. He became an instrument

another named Hallett were closely conneeted with one of the’
Musteite national leaders, named Arnold Johnson. They# used
Allentown as a base for opposition to every progressive trend in

' the party. Time and time again, the Allentown organization would |
; deviate from.the party line in the mass work, in the direction of

Stalinism. Sam Gordon would intervene and a big fight. would
take place locally -Then, either the National Committee represent-
atives would go to Allentown, or a delegation would come in to New
York, for a discussion of the issue. We would speak and explain
for hours on end in an effort to clarify the question and educate
the Allentown comrades. We suspected nothing at first, but ‘as
one’ificident followed another, we couldn’t help noticing that every

in the position of the Allentown comrades. We thought it probable.
in the beginning. that the deviations were only tendencies, the ex-
.pression of the pressure of the Stalinist movement weighing upon
them, and not the deliberate work of real Stalinist agents in our
ranks. We continued to give them the benefit of the doubt, even
when they began. to manifest organizational disloyalty, breaking
the discipline and unity of action of the Workers Party and- workh‘:g

rades-in the Unemployed Leagues. We kept fighting it out Wlth
them, but our aim was purely educational.’

It has always been the policy in our movement to use incidents
like these, errors and deviations from party principle, not for tlte

cretely and in detail the doctrines of Marxism and thus aid.
education of the comrades. Many comrades in the party have re-
ceived their: real ‘education in the meaning of Bolshevism fmm

crete incident or other. ‘We tried the method in this case.

tions alive,

(To Be Continued)
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strued in any way as a repudiation of principles, as the Oehlerites
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one of the main centers of the American Workers Party. The en~ 5

¥

The faction i
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and defender of the worst elements in the American'Worke’r’s
Party who had:a center there in Allentown. A man named Reic‘n, o

‘w

-
o

S

o

flare-up:-had one and the same distinguishing characteristic. ¢. . -
No matter how each fracas started, or what the immedia e k
dlspube might be over, there was always a taint of Stalinist ideology

Lok

“\‘, ;

in unison with the Stalinist caucus even against their ‘own : .com= :

&

purpose of staging man-hunts but as the occasion to explain con-,

these educational discussions conducted on the basis of some cons .
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11,000 Workers In San Francisco
‘Plcket Fascist Smith’s Meeting

# (Special to THE MILITANT) )

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 2—More tharr 1,000 anti- fascist
warkers this afternoon picketed the first meeting here of
Féseist Gerald L. K. Smith, who after a month of legal |,
maneuvering was granted the use of the Commerce High

Schiool auditorium. Another
hned the
of the antl-smith demon-
istrators.

JPplekets formed two. block-
fong lines eircling before the en-
trgtce to the school auditorium,
while a third line covered the
f¢ear of  the building. When
would-be fuehrer Smith arrived
in his limousine and was escort-
ed into the building by his body-
guaids and a big police detall,
the plcket line surged in his di-
Useétion and a chorus of boos and

~ hisses filled the air.

BANNERS ON LINE
Represented on the picket

"lines were the banners of the

AFL Pile Drivers Local 34; Ma-
ﬂne Firemen, independent; CIO
" ‘Marine Cooks and Stewards; CIO
Natjonal Maritime Union; AFL
Office Employes Local.36; AFL
Miscellaneous Employes Local
110; Federation of Architects,

i Chemists and Engineers; Social-.

~fst Workers Party (Trotskyist),
American Youth for Democracy;

Workers Party; and the Califor-

nia Labor School.

Banners of the Stalinist=led:
Q10 Longshoremen’s union and
‘the Communist (Stalinist) Party
‘were conspicuous by their ab-
sénce. Although the call for the
. picket line was sent: out by the
€10 Council, and Stalinist of-

' _tittals of the CIO, including Har-
<ty Bridges of the ILWU-CIO, put

in an appearance on the picket

Jine to “make the record,” it was |

quite evident that Stalinists and
CJO leaders had made no effort
to swing the bulk of the CIO into
action,

' " Approx:mately 500 policemen,

Rubber Workers
Back GM Strike

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
AKRON, O., Dec. 2.—The reg-

ular membershlp meeting of

CIO United Rubber Workers
Gidodrich Local 5 here today en-
&husiast;celly adopted a resolu-
tlon “‘pledging “all - possible sup-
port to the General Motors
stikers.” =

Militant: Local 5 in its resolu-
tfon further “serves notice upon
tHe auto corporations that . the
#ubber workers are solidly behind
the UAW-CIO.”

“sWe inform all locals of Gen-
erﬂ Motors, UAW, that should
they be ih néed of aid we stand

rewdy to do whatevér is in our;

power # declares Local 5.

e resolution calls upon the
Akron labor movement “to spon-
sof & rally in the Akron Armory
at the first opportunity in order
to méquaint the Akron workers

_ with the grave importance of the |

/M strike,” and proposes to in-
+ ¥ite UAW President R. J. Thom-
as and Vice President Walter
Reuther to address the rally.

“fhe auto workers,” says the
resqlution “are spearheading the
ﬁght of all labor.”

streets in support®

1,500 sympathetlc on-lookers

plain clothesmen and’ deputized
“reserves” were on hand to pro-
tect America’s No. 1 Fascist. Two
steel cables, strung the whole

1ength of the block, provided &

clear path for those wishing to
entér the ‘meeting, forcing the
picketers to maich in the street,
Policemen lined along the cables,
massed at the street corners and
the stadlum wall across  the
street, and swarmed inside the
buildihg and around nearby
strategic points. :

Police kept lanes open for

| Smith supporters while- bystand-

ers were kept moving. Both mili-.
tary Police and Shore patrol
squads stood by. Servicemen on
the picket lines were questioned
about their political affiliations.

The picket line-was called after
a month-long fight by unions
and other anti-fascist organiza-
tions failed to prevent Smith
from securing use of a public
school auditorlum to spread his
fascist propaganda. Smith ap-
pealed to the State Supreme

| Court, which directed the schoel

board to permit Smith the use
of a school auditorium any time
school sessions were not in pro-
gress and without posting any
hond.

ROLE OF STALINISTS

influence, only the minimum
steps were taken by the CIO. to
nctify interested organizations
ot the picketing. In major local

unions, such as CIO Longshore-.

men’s Local 6 and- 1-10,. which
alone could have put more than
10,000 pickets on the line, no
mention of the picket line was
made at regular meetings. The
Labor Herald, CIO paper, car-
ried only a brief, obscure notice.

The Stalinist ‘Peoples World’
gave only perfunctory notice to
the forthcoming action and com-
bined the announcement of the
anti-fascist picket line with the
call for a protest at the Board
of Transportation to oppose a
rroposed increase in street car
fare.

sSwp SPREADS CALL

The San Francisco Branch- of
the Socialist Workers Party dis-
tributed 10,000 leaflets at key
points in the city, at trade union
halls and on the waterfront, an-
nouncing the call of the CIO and
other ‘organizations to picket
Smith’s meeting. A special SWP
leatlet was addressed to the AFL
membership urging ‘the AFL to
participate in this action, ~°

The Trotskyists here have sét
themselves the task of educating
the ranks of the labor movement
to a greater awareness of the
menace of fascism, They plan fo
popularize in every section of the
Bay Area the slogan that “the
fight against faselsrn is the ﬂght
of all labor.” o
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Workers Picket Fascist Meeting

H

1,000 antléfascist worl;:ers in San Francisco picketing the December 2 meeting held by

Gerald L. K. Smith, America’s No. 1 Fascist,

The San Francisco Local of the Socialist

~~Workers ‘Party was active on the picket line which included AFL and CIO unions,

‘ Photo by The Militant

Flint GM Commlttee Initiates Call
For (IO Emergency Conference

(Continued from Page 1)
the desire of the representatives
of 'the workers on the picket lines
to go on the offensive against
General Motors and the union-

| hating administration and Con-~
Largely because of Stalinist

gress.

In the strike committee’s dis-
discussion of the proposed recom-
mendation, delegates from ‘AC
and Fisher Body pointed out the
success ‘of the veterans’ bonus
march of the early 1930’s in a-
rousing mass sympathy for their
demands. Almost without ex-
ception the delegates felt that
with the CIO behind the march,
tremendous pressure could be ex-
erted on the boss-controlled
Congress and that -the -whole
anti-labor campaign could be
smashed.

The proposal for the forma-
tion of a labor party was discus-
sed at length, Some delezates
expressed the opinion that CIO
President Philip Murray had
broken with Truman but not
with the Democratic Party. The
majority of the delegates. con«
tended that the time has come
to break entirely with the two
Biz Business parties and form
labor’s own party

FIiM'. Mich.
Al Militant Readers Invited To
Socmllst Workers Party
' Meetings
Every Sunday Night
- YWCA

First Street And Harrison
8- p.m. Admission Free

~ The first and third proposals
carried ' almost unanimously.
Although there was more op-

“ | position to the labor Party pro-

posal, it was carried decisively
when Chairman: Jack Holt, UAW
regiohal director, called for the
vote.

BLOCK SPLIT MOVE

During the past week, the GM
locals, here have gone into ac-
tion to  forestall moves that
might weaken the strike. The
explosion was directed against
UAW . President R. J. Thomas
and the international executive
board’s strategy committee as
well as at. General Motors.

‘When it was reported that
Thomas had accepted a GM
proposal to work parts-plants
supplying parts to GM’s “compe~
titors,”: Archie Myers, AC Local
presidént and Bob: Carter, chair-
man of the AC strike committee
and chairman of the Greater
Flint CIO Council, sent a scath-

ing telégram tb Thomas stating:

“We vigorously protest any

back-to-work agreement for any
portion of our people. Our plant
is' down 100 per cent and we in-
tend to keep it down 100 per cent
until our just demands are won.”

AC PAPER’S WARNING
That same night the Greater

Plint CIO Council, representing :

60,000 CIO members here, also
unanimously condemned Tho«
mas’ stand, Thomas subse«
quently beat a hasty retreat and
stated that his views had been
“misrepresented.”

Warning against any move to
weaken the strike by dividing the
workers and making concessions
tc the corporation, AC Local in
a special strike bulletin declared:

“GM is attempting to whittle
away at the strike piece-mezl.
As long as we remain united,
300,000 strong, no power in the
world can smash us. GM knows
that. For this reason, they want

‘to split us, disunite us, divide us

and at the next stage smash us;

4 .. We intend to win this fight | teq.

by 'thg united action of all GM
locals, together, on’ the picket
lines.”

ASSAIL TRUMAN

The Truman “fact-finding
committee” proposal has met
with united opposition of all
UAW local officers and mem-=
bers in Flint, Archie Myers told
this Militant correspondent.

“I 'am definitely opposed to
arbitration. If we go along with
the fact-finding committee we
will wind up at best with a 10 to
15 per cent wage increase. The
oil  workers turned that down
and the auto workers will reject
a similar proposal.”

Bob Carter stated: “I am
against arbitration and will op-
pose the setting up of fact-find-
ing committees. Anyone ac-
guainted with the labor history
of this country knows that the
fact-finding committees are used
by the political stooges of the
corporations to cheat the work-
ers out of their just demands.
Let us follow the example of the
Ford workers of Canada who re-
jected arbitration even though
they had been on strike for more
than 80 days.
we’ll get a 30 per cent wage in-
crease.”

There has been considerable
talk of GM getting an injunction
against the UAW for “illegal
picketing.” Ben Woodard, Buick
Local president, put the position
;)f the Local officers very blunt-
y.

“If GM thinks it can break

By LEON TROTSKY

~
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That’s the way |

this strike by violence through
the use of injunctions, on this
cr that pretext, they have anoth-
er think coming. We are better
organized than ever before. The
picket lines are swelling. Ouwr
Flying Squad is bigger and better
prepared to defend the picket
lines. GM can never bust this
strike!” \ )

Truman Brops
Mask In Attack
Against Labor

(Continued from Page 1)
union rights snatched away dur-
ing the war.

American Big Business, drunk
with world power and embold-
ened by the whole spectacle of
labor retreat during the war, has
detegmined to beat down the
workers, undermine . and ulti-
Lely, .destroy the unions, and

, itself undipiited nidster.

TRUMAN SHOWS HAND

The-conflict that.is unfolding
between capital and labor has
reached its first crucial phase in
the General ‘Motors :strike.. The
owning class, with. aninflated
sense of  power, feels, ‘as omne
commeintator ‘puts it, that “the
clock has struck twelve” and pro-
poses to concede nothing ‘at all
to the workers.

In this situation, Truman was
impelled to reveal unambigu-
ously the class interests he really
represents. His proposal for the
enforcement of a 30-day “cool
ing-off” period and the estab-
lishment of compulsory arbitra-
tion through industrial “facte
finding boards,” is the propo-
sition, with but slight modifi-

cations, advanced by the corp-|

oration spokesmen at the Labor-
Management Conference.

The promptness with which
the National Association of Man-
ufacturers endorsed -the . prin-
ciple of Truman’s proposal and,

the indecent haste with. which|.

the notoriously anti-labor Con-
gressmen have swung into action
to embody it in law, make trans-
parent the real origin and pur-
pose of Truman's strikebreaking
scheme as well as the obvious
collusion between Big Business
and the admmistratlon in pro-
Jectlng it.

UNION REACTION .
The apparently bitter reaction

of the top union leaders to Tru=]

man’s strikebreaking acts and
union-curbing proposals is evi-
dence of the tremendous pressure

the union ranks are exerting and

the little opportunity the admin-
istration has given the union of-
ficials for the usual squirming
and twisting attempts to cover
up the viciously anti-labor chat-
acter of the government. ’
This time CIO President Phil-

ip Murray and AFL President

Willtam Green could find no for-
mula to conceal the real fhean-
ing of the administration’s act.
Murray attacked it over & na-
tional radio hookup in savage
terms..

to threaten: “We are no differ-~

ent from the laboring men of

Great Britain,  When *driven to
desperation we too w111 turn to
the left.”

Of course,
will “turn to the left” only when
the union ranks take them by

the scruff of the neck and pull

them left. . But the union leaders

are forced to talk in these terms, |-
hoping that the threat will some--

how -induce- the administration
to modify its anti-labor course.
Their hopes, of course, are in
vain, -

Green made S0 bold as |

Green . or Murray

Record Meetmg
Answers Slander
Against SWP

. By Al Lynn

L.OS ANGELES, Nov. 29~A
capacity audience of 260 work-
‘érs jammed Folks Hall in East
Los Angeles tonight to hear the
Trotskyist answer on how to dé-
feat fascism in America and stop
fascist demagogues like Clerald
L K Smith. Another 50 had to
be turned away,

The meeting was called by the
Sociallst Workers Party, Los
Angeles Local, and its youth or-

_|sanization, the Socignst Youth

Club, in answer to @ viclous
slander attack against the Trot-
skylsts by the Communist (Stal-
inist) Paity.

Blasting the Stalinist lie that
the Trotskyists are “fascists” end
“even worse than fascists,” Mur-
ray Weiss, meniber of the SWP

National Committee, replied:
“The Stalinists by thus blurrihg
over the real nature of fascism
align themselves with the react-
ionary witeh-hunters in the lo-
cal colleges who are accusing the
students of ‘Red Fascism,’ and
are splitting the united front
just as they did in Germany
when Hitler came to power.”

HUSH-HUSH TO PRAYER

Characterizing Stalinist policy
throughout the local labor cam-
paign against Gerald L, K, 8mith
as “from hush-hush, to picket-
ing, to prayer,” Comrade Weiss
pointed out that only under the
greatest pressure both from
their own ranks and from the
labor movement did the Stalin-
ists agree to picket the recent
Smith meetings here, -

When Smith held his first
meetings, the Stalinists proposed
to give him the ¢“silent treat-
ment.” Now that they have been
able to seize the leadership of
the anti-fascist forces because of
their numerical superiority in the
labor- mavement; which led the
{strugele against Sinith, the Stal-’
inists are advocating, as the
nieans of combatting Smith, that
the workers crll upon their min-
isters and rabbis to pray against
Smith when he speaks. Comrade
Welss counterposed to this the
Trotskyist program for a united
militant anti-fageist labor strug-
gle. :

Other speakers dealt with the
role of the youth, the women,
the parents and the racial minor-
jties in the -anti-fascist struggle.
Giving color to the meeting were
the .posters strung along the
walls, These posters had been
carried in the recent giant labor
picket lines against Smith, . .

The NEGRO

has demonstrated jts ability

Corporation.
to the man and have given

seen In working class soli-
darity.

Black and white alike both
know that a 30 per cent wage
{ncrease is the only answer to
the present combination of a
rising cost of living, widespread
cutbacks and a shorter work
week, with consequently greatly
reduced take-home pay.

Issues (such as the demand
for the corporation to open its
books) which have heen injected
inte no previous /strikes have
been brought out in this class
action. That trend will become
increasingly evident as the Amer-
fean workers realize the full ne~
cessity of all-out struggle against
the capitalist elass on an ever-
widening secale. Careful consid-
eration by the GM workers will
also make it plain to them that
now is the time for them to in-
sist on the inclusion of a no-
discrimination clause in the new
contract for which they are
fighting,

WEAPON OF THE BOSS

Discrimination against Negroes
and against women in employ-
ment does not in the end work
to the advantage of the white
male workers at all, Instead, it
is a dangerous weapon of the
boss. Now that the GM work-
ers have the exploiter on the
ground, they should cértainly re-
move this dagger, discrimination,
from under his cloak, so that
when he gets back up he will
be robbed of one of his most
deadly weapons.

As reported here in a recent
issue, the Gear and Axle plant of
GM in Detroit openly discrim-
inated against women—and es-
| pecially Negro women—as soon
as “peace” broke-out, with the
surrender of the Japanese im-
perialists. Even worse practices
have been reported from GM
plants In other parts of the
country. Quoted below are ex-
cerpts from an editorial in the

A Los. Angeles Sentineleof Novem- |-,

ber 15:

SITUATION IN GM

“The situation at the local
GM plant illustrates the need
for insisting on a non-discrim-
ination clause in any agreement
that 4s reached. Employment
there is' in the hands of the
company. As a result of union
pressure, they promised to hire
Negroes in production. But they
have not lived up to this promise.

“The company has flouted this
(Fair Employment Practices
Committee) directive—~and has
gotten away with it.

“Meanwhile, as many instan-
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Another Angle on G. M. Strike
The powerful CIO United Automobile Workers Union

strations this country has®

ces have amply demonstrated,

“Labor_with-a white skin.
can‘not emancipate itselj
where’ labor with q black
skin is branded.

to close down, from one end

of the country. to the other, the profit-mad General Motors
The  workers have backed this strike almest

one of the grandest demone

employers who ordinarily are
rabidly anti-Negro in their em«
ployment policies, are frequently
the first to import inexperienced

' Negro agricultural workers from

the deep south as strikebreakers
in the event of a clash with the
union .

scab employment agencies have

been set up for the purpose of

hiring = Negroes
workers.”

as non - unien

Ask Your Shopmates
to Subscribe to
THE MILITANT

Thus we see that when worke«
ers stand together, black and
‘white, they can bring even the

mighty GM giant to his knees.

On the other hand we have seen,
irom early union days, that when
the ranks of labor are torm by
the dividing teeth of racial dise
crimination, = their {otal -claas
strength can only suffer and the
boss class exploiters -can- only
profit. On the west coast the
bosses are evidently preparing to
repeat the performance' now.

ANSWER TO THIS ISSUE

The answer to this pertinent
issue then must be a second de-
mand incorporated in the total
demand of a 30 per cent wage
increase. The workers must’ ine
sist upon a no - discrimination
clause in the new contract with
the bosses. In the words of the
Sentinel editorial, to which we
thoroughly subscribe, “The UAW
is now in a position to press fér
inclusion of the no-discrimina-
tion clause in any agreement
reached in the present negetis-
tions. In the interests of the
white auto workers, as well ag

in the interests of colored work~ -

ers and of the union itself, the
automobile manufacturers must
be forced to accept this polloy
throughout the eountry.” *

Leaders of the ‘GM workers
now d tratmg such allm\e

have the thieving giant on his
back! Do not let him arise until
he not only agrees to return to
you part of his plunder but until
he also surrenders that hiddem
dagger’ of racial discrimination
which he hopes to sink into your
hack at a later date. Color dig=
crimination in hiring and job
opportunity, as you have seem

before, is aimed THROUGH the .

Negro AT the entire working
class. It is.to YOUR benefit to
demand the elimination of the
union busting tactics of dividing
Negro and white, women and
men. I

Socialist Workers Party
Branch Activities

AKRON - Visit The Militant
Club, 405-6 Everett Bldg., 39
" East Market St., open Tues.
and Thurs. 2 to 4 pm.; Mon,,
Wed., Fri. 7 to 9 p.m.
* * » .
LLENTOWN - BETHLEHEM --
Public. discussion meeting on
curtént topics every 'Thursday,
. 8 b.m,, at Militant Labor For=
um, 8. E. corner Front and
Haimilton Streets, Allentown.
L] L ] *
BOSTON--Office at 30 Stuart
St. Open Mondays and Sat-
urdays from noon until 5 p.m,,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m,
» * *

‘BUFFALO — Every BSaturday
night, Current Events Discus-
sion and Open House, at Mili-
tant Forum, 629 Main St., 2nd
floor.

* *® *

‘CHICAGO — Visit the Chicago
SWP headquarters, 160 N.
Wells, R. 317. Open 11 aan. to
8 pam. every day except Sun-
day. 'Tel, Dearborn 7662,

L) » *

i /s .
CLEVELAND — Militant - Forum
every Bunday, 8:30 pam., at
Peck’s Hall 1446 E. 82nd St.
]
DETR()IT-— SWP Openn House
every Saturday at 6108 Lin-
wood. Forums on topical
questions every Sunday, 8 pm.
i * L] *

KANSAS CITY - SWP Branch
- meets Saturday, 8 pan. Rmi.
208, Studio Bldg., 418 B’ oth
- Bt., for study and discussion.

LOS ANGELES—»Buy The Mili-
tant, 4th  International and
- other = Marxist books and
pamphlets at Socialist Workers
Party 145 So. Broadway, Room

203, Los Angeles 12. SAN PED-
RO, Socialist Workers Party,
1008 8. Pacific, Room 214,
*® * * s
MILWAUKEE -— Visit the Mil~
waukee branch of the SWP at
its headquarters, 424 E. Wells
St., any evening from 7:30.
* * »

MINNEAPOLIS-~Visit the Labor
Book Store, 10 South 4th St.,
open 10 am, to 5 p.m. daily.

Attend the Twin Cities Sun-
day Forum held every Sunday,
3.30 p.m.

* L3 L]

NEWARK — Open forum every
Priday dat the Progressive
Workers’ School, 423 Spring-]
field Ave., at 8:30.

Dec. 14—*The Situation In
France.” Speaker: Charles Car-
sten.

NEW YORK-—Registration open
at 116 University Pl. for class-
es in Principles of Marxism,
Public Speaking and Parlia-
mentary Procedure.

Harlem Discussion Group
meets every Sunday night. 7:30
p.m. to discuss “Labor and Ne-
gro Struggles,” at 103 West
110 St., Room 23, Office open
Wednesday, Saturday, 1 to 5
p.m.

. * * *

PHILADELPHIA — SWP Head-
quarters, 405 W. Girard Ave.

p.m. on current topics.
- Socialist Youth Group meets
on alternate Saturdays, 8 p.m.
® * .
PITTSBURGH--Militant Read-
. ing Room, Seely Bldg., 5905
Penn Ave., corner Penn. Ave.
& Beatty St., E. Liberty. Open
Sunday, Tuesday, Thirsday 7

Circulating library. Class on

Open forums every Friday 8|

td 9, and Saturday 2-9 p.m.|

Fundamentals ‘'of Marxism ev-
ery Sunday evening.
: D 2 ]
PORTLAND, Ore. — Visit the
SWP headquarters, 134 8, W,
Washington, '3rd Fleor.
ATwater 3992. Open 1 to
4 p.m., daily except Sunday,
and 6 to 8 p.m, of T\xesday
and Frlday.
® *®
SAN FRANCISCO — vmt the
San Franéisco School of Social
Science, 305 Grant Ave., cofe
ner of Grant and Sutter, 4th

3 p.m., Monday through Sat-
urday, and -7. to 9- p.m. Mon«
day through Fridey.
»* vy
SEATTLE-—-Study groups evemy
Friday, 7:45 p.m., at Segttle
School of ¢ Social - Sciencs,
1919% Second Ave.; 1. Impére
ialism; 2. Introductieth t6 Sow
cialism.,
% e
8T. LOUIS—Visit our headquer-
ters, 1023 N. Grand ‘Blvd,, i,
312, “open Monday through
Saturday from 12 to 2 pm.;
Monday, Wednesday, Priday
from 8 to 10 p..
LI 3 L]

TOLEDO—Forumis, every Tupge
day.  8:45 pm., Rel Davis

_ Bldg., Robm 304, 905 Jeffere
son Ave. Open evenings, 7«9,
Thursday Classes: Fundamen-
tals of Marxism, 7:30 p.m. ¥is-
tory of 3rd Internatiénal, 8:50
p.m. ‘

. L] # ® g

YOUNGSTOWN — Youngstown
School. of Social Sciefice, 286
N. Phelps St., open to public
Tuesday and Saturday aftepe
noon from 2 to 5; also 7:30 to
9230 p.m., Monday threugh

Thursday !

. . Already in this éity,

'r.l .

floor; open from 12 nooh to’

Wit
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Diary Of A Steelworker 8y I Kovalesty

As you plod through the snow on the way to-

the steel plant, you lcok down the street and see

the huge corrugated iron shed of the open hearth

looming over the town,

nies stands out harshly in
your mind. The open
hearth with its tall stacks
pouring their smoke into

on the snowy earth, and
the dusty, poverty-ridden
steel town kneels before it like a miserable little
slave before a brutal king.

The  open hearths, the monstrous, howling
blast furnaces, the coke ovens shooting great
geysers of white steam up into the gray sky,
the squatty, rambling mills mean millions upon
millions of dollars of cruel, uncompromising capi-
tal. And before them, scattered and piled to-
gether on the snow covered land, fouled with

the dust of the furnaces and the smoke of the

stacks, lie the rickety flats and tenements of the
steelworkers.

The division is great, and it is obvious: on the
one side, the smoky riches of the steel company;
on the other, the smoky poverty of the men and
.women who work there.

But there is something else in the pxcture that
perhaps not everyone would see . . . and that is
the determination of the steelworkers, it is our
will to struggle. You see, our wealth is not like
the wealth of the companies. You can’t count it,
sell it, or put it in the banks. It has no dollar

sign. Our wealth, our power, rests in our huge

numbers, organized . and .unyielding; we are

strong in our courage and in the knowledge that

we are right.

The Plant Begins to Hum

Onr strength has’ penetrated into . the very'v

stronghold of our enemy. Within the gates of
the mills, on the furnaces, in the locker rooms
you can see if. Old John, the janitor in our locker
room, tells me concerning the strike vote, “I go
over and vote YES. I no vote for company!”

Slim had half the walls in the department
chalked up, “Vote YES Nov, 28.” Mike, the wild

man of the organizing days, is beginning to get

and suddenly the power
of the great steel compa~- -

. the dirty sky sits solidly -

interested ‘again-and talks enthusiastically about
“pulling  the pin.” - Our:. whole department, our

whole plant, is beginning to hum with growing |
* tension. ‘The air is charged. «with ‘an electric| -

quality of waiting for aotion. All that is a mani-

- testation of our power.

But one of the things which seems most sxgnifi-
cant to me is that men who have taken no
interest whatsoever in the union.have begun to
turn out. The dollar men, those who paid their
dollar on the checkoff every. month and never
went over to the union hall from one year to the
next, have been coming up to those of us who
have been active and asking, “Well, when are we
going to walk out?” Their feeling seems to be,
“Look, I don’t know much about the union. I
stay home or go to the show on meeting nights. I
let you fellows, stewards, committeemen, and
officers run the local, because I don’t want to
be bothered. But I know it’s good to have a
union. I worked here before the plant was organ-
ized, and it was tough. I don’t want that any-
more. So I'm with you, brothers. If there’s going
to be a fight, I'm going to be in it. I'm no scab.”

This Is OQur Power

In every locker room in the plant you’ll hear
them reminiscing. “I was up there at No. 2 Gate
in the big one when the cops came around,”
says somebody. “A big cop comes up to me and
says, ‘You can’t keep these guys out,” and I says
back, ‘Brother, that’s just what we’re doing'.”
Before he finishes talking, somebody else is in-
terrupting with-another story of bravery, trag-
edy, or-even comedy on the pieket line during the

‘last “big one.” . -

.every man.and woman who voted YES on the ‘

How A Typical Idle Auto Baron
Slltl(&d Millions From Workers

“That-is our power: It is an. mvlsible power that

- doesn’t loom over the:town like the great open
-:hearth. You can't -see i, but it's here, every-

where. It’s behind :the fierce grins of the’ boys

. at the strike committee meetings. 1t's in the con- |
versation of the steelworkers cashing their checks |

at the bar in Emil’s Place. It’s in the heart of

28th . . . and most of those’ who didn’t get to the
polls to vote at all.

This power is enough and more than enough
to win the coming strike. But it won’t stop there.
Some d_ay-/—and remember this—this very same
rower is going to tip over the world ard make
out of it a place ﬂt for human beings to live:in.

Postwar Notes For Seamen ByF, J lany

If the bill for compulsory peacetime military

training is pushed through Congress, some of

the conscripts may be assighed to ‘Maritime
Service. The U. 8. Mar-

cently adopted a resolu-
tion calling for such a
corps of young men. Ac-
cording to the commis-

| S : sion, the draftees would
e —, be placed ina maritime

pool for “shadow crews.”

These “shadow crews” are for the “ghos’
fleets” of thousands of laid-up ships for whick
the government can find no use between wars
Even though there will be little use for the
laid-up ships, it is certain that the “shadow
crews” would be called into service in the
event of a maritime strike. That is war, too
And the bosses are not particular whether thein
conscript army is used abroad or at home. It
all depends upon where such an army is need
ed most at a particular time to protect the
interests of the employing class.

* & %

A major battle between maritime labor anc
the shipping interests of this country, with the
government spearheading the drive against mer-
chant seamen, will develop soon, just as wa:
the case after World War I. Seamén  are now
beginning to realize what a monstrous hoas
was the much-hailed “$45 a month wage in-
ciease” granted by the WLB last July.

Instead of being an increase, it actually .

. amounted to a 30 per cent cut in the seamen’s
wartime earnings. Every maritime union in the
country is now demanding wage increases and
improvements in conditions to’ ofi‘-set the deep
inroads that are being made in the seamei’s
pay checks by the rising cost of living, P c

® % *

The real problems facing merchant seamen

have long been ignored by the Stalinist leader-

ship of the CIO National Maritime Union. How- .

ever, a fight has now developed in the top cir-
. €les of this leadership over precisely this ques-

itime Commission re-’

tion of a more vigllant and aggressive pohcy m
the interest of the membership

One of the signs that the Stalinists in “the'

unions will. now make & show of militancy whiie :

continuing to disregard the immediate inter-’
ests of the union memberships was the one-
day work stoppage on December 3 called by
NMU President Joseph Curran- on fhe East
Coast and CIO Longshoremen ‘and Warehouse-
men’s Union President Harry Bridges on the
West Coast. Neither seamen nor longshoremen’
under the leadership of these puppets of the
Stalinists were allowed to fight against the war-'
time encroachments of the bosses. Neverthe-
less, these same men who have seen their un-
ions weakened during the war were asked to
make - a_one-day demonstration to help the

- high point GI's get back home.

Such a demand and fight for the return of
the troops is 100 per cent correct in itself. But
it raises the question of why the Stalinists can
call.a strike on an issue approved by the Krem-
lin, but prevent the seamen from conducting a
militant, consistent struggle for decent condi-
tions for themselves. In this sense, the NMU
leaders cynically used in a strictly limited aec-
tion .the sentiments of the seamen for bringing
home the ‘troops as.a substitute for a mili-;
tant fight all down the line for the seamen’
just demands. . , o

g NOEENET
. GI's are not .the only ones that are stuck
in foreign places ‘while U, S. imperialism pre-
pares to launch the next phase of its drive for
world-wide conquest. Right now there are at
least 40 merchant ships full-loaded with am-
munition in the Pacific ‘atolls, and nobody knows
when the crews. on ‘those ships will get home.

One of . the excuses given for not bringing:

these ships back is that there are not enough | .
. West Coast port facilities to handle these ships

and so there is no use hurrying them home.
The real reason for keeping these floating am-
munition dumps in the Pacific now is to in-
sure supplies ior the trOops now being kept in

: China

Sirlklng Vets P|cke‘r MUCC

.In a nearby square.
J1restaurant where he ordered

‘thousands

' (Continued from Page 1)
eral Motors Department; August
8cholle, Michigan CIO Regional
Director; Robert Caiter, Chair-
- man of the Flint AC Spark Plug
Local Strike Strategy Commit-
tee; Matt Hammond, President
of UAW Local 157; and repre-
. sentatives of the Veterans’ Bu-

‘, ‘reau of the International Union.

At 2 pm. today the picket
line began forming in front of
the MUCC headquarters. The
veterans carried placards de-~
manding: “Bring.the Boys Home
Now,” “GM Gets Tax Rebates:
We Want Our Unemployment
Compensation Under The GI Bill
of Rights.” Other placards dem-
onstrated - that these veterans
were also GM workers on strike.

Six delegates from various lo-
_cal unions were selected from the
picket line to accompany Ander-
son into the MUCC offices; E.
M. Lakanen, Local 235; Ocious
McMillan,
174; Jonn Martinow, 735; Aug-
ust J. Golas,
Golas, army nurse, 163.

VETS “DISQUALIFIED”

' 'The det=gation was received by
J. L. McCruskey, Chief of Oper-
ations. He gave a lengthy and
ambiguous “interpretation” of
- 8ection 800-B of the GI Bill of
Rights. He stated that veterans
who comprise part of a labor dis-

pute in which they either “par-|

ticipate” or even are merely “in-
terested,” and in which the ques-
tion of wages is. involved, are
“disqualified” from receiving un-
employed benefits. He said that

262; Homer Colemsn,|

163; and Helen

beginning .on Monday, each of
the 4,500. GM veterans who have
already filed claims for such

benefits, will receive a. notifica- |

tion as to whether or not he is
entitled to such benefits. .

Under direct questioning by
John W. Anderson. and- other
members of the delegation, Mc-
Cluskey admitted that all- GM
workers covered by - their bar-
gaining agreement would be dis-

qualified. He further admitted |

that only. salaried workers and
perhaps some maintenance work-
ers covered by separate bargain<
ing agreements, would not be af-
fected. McCluskey ~was ' silent
when Anderson pointed out that
directly before the strike oc-
curred, GM had: increased the
wages of the salaried employes
in an anti-labor move . on:-the
part of the corporation to divide
the supervisory and salaried em-
ployes from the production work-
ers.

RED TAPE IN APPEAL

“Thus, it is plainly obvious
that- under your interpretation
of the bill, not one of us who

are GM production workers will

ever receive this compensation,”
Anderson pointed out. Mrs, Go-
las added: “Evidently all that re-
mains for the GI’s then, is paup-
ers’ relief!”

Upon request from .the dele-
gation, McCluskey described  the
lengthy. legal red ‘tape involved
in appealing the “interpretation”
of the bill. At the -end of this, he

said, ‘the final decision would.

rest with General Omar ‘Brad-
ley, Veterans’ Administrator in
Washmgton. '

Thereupon Anderson demand-
ed . that the Commission tele-
phone. General Bradley then and
there to ask him directly to cut
all the red tape and instruct the

MUCC to pay out the benefits|

immediately, McCluskey . de-
murred. that he. did hot have
authority to take this step, but
that 'the top officers of the
Commission * were at that mo-
ment in. session, and he would
refer the request to them.

He took the delegation to Dr. |

Ashley’s office where the Com-
mission was in session. Pressed
by Anderson, Ashley telephoned
his “liason man” in Washing-
ton and asked him to contact
General Bradley. . But General
Bradley was not in town and the
matter ‘would have to’ wait until |-
he returned. “But this is a Con~

gressional law;" said Ashley, who

is one of the top leaders in ‘the|

.R,epublican Natxonal Committee;
“and ‘1 feel sure it will ‘have ‘to

be changed by Congressxonal ac-
tion.”

“Well, then, it may be neces-
sary to change the law,” replied
Anderson. “We GI's notice that
Congress is getting very fast
these days when it comes - to
passing laws against labor. We'll
find out if they will act equally
fast in changing this law in favor
of labor veterans.

cal MUCC, we will have to con=

template taking further steps.”

If ‘we cannot.
get satlsfaction through the lo-|

\ Splrtted GM Picket Lme In Cleveland

“GM’s Frsher Body plant in Cleveland picketed by striking CIOQ auto workers who carry- -
signs demanding -that the company open its books to reveal the extent of its war profiteer-
ing and its abihty to pay a 30 per cent wage increase, :

AP Phobo

! >.Probably more millionair-

.es- were created in .recent

| years through the sweat and

toil of the auto workers than
in any other industry.

One of these millionaires,
John Anderson, died two weeks
ago.
lavish homage. It is illuminat-
ing to see how much brains this
typical auto magnate really had
and just what he contributed to
the industry which paid him off
so well.

In 1903 Anderson, an attorney,
invested $5,000 in the Ford Com-
pany. Ten years later he was
a multi-millionaire. He himself
once described how it happened.
In the spring of 1913 while An-
derson was disporting himself in
Europe, his law partner cabled
him that Ford had déclared a
huge dividend. “On this part-
icular night,” Anderson said; “I
arrived at my hotel in Genkva,
Switzerland. My children were
there and we had dinner in ‘our
room. While we were eating a
cablegram was handed to me I

opened it and it said ‘500"

“I WAS VERY HAPPY”
" The dividend was so large that

at first Anderson thought there

had been an error. He went to
the cable office to check. But it
was true. So after the good news.
he.said, he took Mrs. Anderson
out to listen. to a band playing
Then to a

champagne.

“I was very happy,” he said
“I toasted Mr. and Mrs. Ford,
Mrs. and ‘Mrs. Couzens, the
stockholders and the Ford car.”
Mr. Anderson did not toast the
of toiling, under-
privileged auto workers who were
producing the thousands of Ford
cars as well as his enormous div-
idends. “I think if a Ford had
gone.through the square I would
have gone out and hugged it," he
said. But you may be sure he
wouldn’t have hugged a Ford
worker. Those Ford wcrkers who
lived under the terror of a pri-
vate army of armed thugs and
were drained by the most merci-
less speedup system ever devised.

HOW IT CAME ouT

John  Anderson told this
touching story of how he became
a millionaire to an interested

-audience in Detroit’s Hotel Stat-

ler in 1927, The gathering in
the swanky hotel was not, how-
ever, for social purposes. It was
an “improvised courtroom.”
Anderson was a witness in his

:own ‘behalf in the suit of the U.
‘8 Treasury to collect $34, 000 000

additional income tax from the
Ford stockholders on the basxs
of the profits they made ‘when

-Henry Ford ‘bought them all out.

It ‘was in 1919 that Ford began
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The newspapers paid him
‘group of millionaire Ford stock-

'MASS MEETING

By Larissa Reed

to consolidate his family’s em-
pire. He paid Anderson §12,-
500,000 for his holdings. The
government later contended that
Anderson owed $1,438,826.35 of
this in additional taxes.

There were other “disting-
uished” lawyers defending the

holders, including Joseph E. Dav-
ies, former ambassador to Mos-
cow and author of that infam-
ous pack of lies, “Mission to Mos-
cow.” The Ford millionaires and
their slick lawyers of course won
the suit. The judges decided
that not only had Anderson and
the other original stockholders
paid enough income tax when
they sold out to Ford, but that
they had paid too much. Seo
$3,000,000 of the taxpayers’ mon-
ey went to swell the super-prof-
its of the millionaires. Amder-

.son got his share.

NO EXCEPTION

The story of John Anderson is
significant because it is no ex-
ception. This is the way all the
fantastic fortunes of America’s
60 ruling families were made. A
few of them, like the du Ronts
and the Fords, control vast em-
pires which reach all around the
globe. They control the lives
and destinies of millions of work-

ers. They decide whether men
shall work or starve. They de-
cide ‘at what wages men shall
toil - and for how many hours.
They even decide whether, to
crush Wall Street’s foreign riv-
als and build up ever greater
profits, men shall die on foreign
battlefields. »

Muti-Millionaire Anderson is
dead and Henry Ford is getting
old. But their “brainy” sons
keep a firm grip on their dyn-
asties. Today a 28 year old ig-
noramus of & playboy rules over
the billion dollar Ford empire and
decides the fate of a million men.
His only accomplishment is that
he is the grandson of Ford. His
first “contribution” to the auto
industry is to. begin locking out
Ford workers, in support. of his
capitalist ally, the General Mo-
tors Corporation.

So “indispensable” are these
millionaire and billionaire para-
sites that if they all disappeared
tomorrow, the auto industry
would continue without a ripple.
In fact, it would only then really
begin to thrive. For the only in-
dispensable men in the auto in-
dustry are the auto workers.
Without their brains and skill

and work, it would cease to ex-
ist.

Bristol Strikers Oppose
GM Parts Production Move

BRISTOL, Conn., Dec. T.—A
packed meeting of striking work-
ers of General Motors New De-
parture Bearing Company, mem-
bers of Local 626 UAW-CIO, vot-
ed unanimously last night
against any partial return to
work by GM strikers. “Either
we all go back, or none,” was
the determined conviction ex-
pressed by those present.

This local of 8,000, engaged in
the first strike im this town in
50 years, is doing a splendid job
in strike organization, that can
compare favorably with more
experienced locals of the UAW.
Though most of the members are
new to unionism and strikes,
they have by now, in their 17th
day of action, achieved a well-
organized and smoothly fune-
tioning strike machine.

The picketing system is work-
ing smoothly. A strike commis-

sary at upion headquarters and

field kitchens out at the picket
lines are.in full operation, sup-
plied by the many friendly store-
keepers of the town, a few of

.whom are throwing feeds for
‘the pickets, “on the house.”

Umon members who * happen

133,
-eighth week of its action against

to feel the pinch and need credit
or cash relief, have found the

union’s backing promptly thrown/

behind them.
SOLIDLY SUPPORTED

There have been a few isolated
and ineffective attempts made to
lower the morale of the picketing
workers through publication in
the local press of anonymous
anti-strike letters from company
stooges, but - they have been
quickly and effectively countered
by the union’s publicity. The
town generally, and - veterans
particularly, are solidly support-
ing the strike.

~'An example -of the fine spirit
of militancy and solidarity that
is typical of Local 626, was the
appearance of ' a -delegation of
the Local’s. flying squadron in
support of a public strike meet-
ing of their sister UAW Local
Tocal 133 is now. in the

the arrogant Fafnir Bearing Co.
of New Britain. The appearance
of Local 626’s uniformed pickets

at ‘the meeting served as'a great |

boost to the morale of the hard-
pressed “but determmed Fafnir
strikeis

‘month are finding it almost im-

s characterized Detroit as *the na-

‘Ican select the kind of tenants he

'troit’s slums. Men who had been

city’s

By Grace

DETROIT, Dec. 1—Last week one .of the Det&}oit pa- ' k

Detroit Veterans Denied Even S'Ium Ilousm 5

o Relief In Sight As Mayor Double-Ta

Carlson

pers published a caxtoon, showmg a veteran and his family
living in a fox-hole which had been dug in the backyard

of a crowded apartment bui

lding. The cartoon was fml

titled, “Home At Last!” ®-

This is the artist’s dramatiza-
tion of Detroit’s scandalous
housing crisis. Veterans return-
ing to already-overcrowded De-
troit at the rate of 10,000 a

possible to find decent homes.
Every day, the “Wanted To
Rent” columns .in the local pa-
pers are filled with ads like the
following:

“After 31 months Japanese
internment camp, couple want
living quarters. Winter. months
or permanent. Box 2662. Detroit
News 31.” ; _

“Desperate Veteran with wife
and year-old-child needs apt.,
flat or house. Will pay up to $80
month for house. Good refer-
ences. Reliable, permanent De-
troiters, Hogarth 5663.”

WORST HOUSING.NEED .

A recent report-of the United
States . Department - of - Labor

tions city most iti need' of hous-.
ing. A MINIMUM of 200,000

bousing units is needed immedi-1
{ately for Detroit’s present popu-

lation. - This number * increases

daily as more and more veterans g

return to the city.

Detroit is a-Landlord’s Para-
dise! Every - apartment owner
has hundreds of applications in
his files. From among these, he

likes—employed couples, . with
references and steady jobs. Re-
cently-returned veterans have a
very difficult time locating a flat
or apartment.

Veterans with children in the
family have a still more difficult
time to rent a home. Veterans
who have returned to work in
the auto plants, and are now out
on strike against the General
Motors - Corporation, or may be
called out in the coming months,
have no chance at all.

THEIR “REWARD”

Veterans with families in De-
troit are forced to move into the
already-crowded homes of fath-
ers, brothers and sisters. Those
still less fortunate are driven
into drab, dirty, dismal, sub-
standard houses — bujldings
which have been condemned by
the city’s health authorities.

Men who thought that they
had left filth and grime behind
them on the battlefields of Oki-
nawa, Iwo Jima and Anzio must
make their “homes” in dirty
shanty-type dwellings in De-

told ‘that they were fighting to
free all the peoples of the world
from want and fear now live in
foul-smelling, rat-infested build-
ings.

JEFFRIES’ “PRO GRAM’ d

_Twenty per cent of Detroit is
considered a slum area, aecord-
ing to the latest report of the
Governmental Research
Bureau. Another 10 per cent
of the city’s area shows signs
of “economic blight.” Scores of
proposals have been made by so-
cial service, medical and civic
groups to clear these slum areas
and make way for huge low-cost
public housing projects.

On November 22, Mayor Jef-
fries announced that Detroit’s
acute housing shortage has made
it necessary to postpone any talk
of a slum clearance project. This
is no time to move people from
their slum ‘homes, according to
Jeff ries,
housing is not available, The
man who pleaded with Detroit’s

| voters before November 6 to elect |

him and “save City Hall from
Frankensteen and the CIO-
PAC,” admitted that he was no
solution te the critical problem
of housing Detroit’s homeless
veterans.

All that he would promise the
veterans’ commitiee, which
sought his- aid, was that he
would “explore the possibility of
interesting Eastern  financial
sources in investing in low-cost
-housing in Detroit.”

During the war, when training
‘centers were needed by the Army
or when. housing projects were
‘required for defense plant work-

‘housing projects.

because substitute |

ers, plenty of money was avail-ﬁ :
able to build them—Government
money. No one proposed then
to delay the military program ..
until private capitalist interests -\
would inaugurate the necessary

dollars of the taxpayers’ money:
were spent at Willow Run alone ;
to build the houses required for -
workers
Plant.
Since the shut-down of the
plant a few months ago, about
2,300 dwelling units ‘at Willow
Run have been empty.” Veterans',
have proposed that these hous= ¥
ing units be moved to Detroit,

But this proposal has met-with.,

opposition because so far, neither
the city, state nor federal gova
ernment will agree to“pay the
moving costs. It is estimated ..
that it would cost $2,500 per B
unit-to disassemble these houses -
and set them up within.the city .
limits, but' to date; no money.
has been appropnated to oarry
this through

Detroif ~Readeﬁrs: :

ARTHUR BURCH,
SWP Organizer .

on

Sunday, Dec. 23, 2:15. pm._

Sunday, Dec. 30, 2:15 Pgi‘ m, -

Two billion dollars were’ found"' ;

without the slightest difﬁculty_ 3
to build the atomic bomb. Two
billion dollars could be ears
marked for a project that res<
sulted in the destruction of thou-
sand of dwelling places, . and
hundreds of thousands of human
beings! But the government,
so lavish in the disbursement of:
funds for. the purpose ‘of des=y,
truction, is very miserly about
expending money for the ritie="
ally . necessary constmetion of
low-cost homes for the vetérs.
ans of Detroit and other citles.; :

RICH KEPT SNUG

But the rmllionaires for whom»\
the veterans fought ths Second™
World War are not- omeless. -
Safe and snug in their ‘CGirosse
Pointe mansions, the industrial
magnates plot to cut wgges and
taxes. A headline in the"Novem=-

ber 29 Detroit . News reads'f«»

“Mansion Owners, Beg. for Tax
Relief.” .. The story tells” of ‘the
avpeal of the owners of 90 Grosse
Pointe’ estates assessed at $11,-
000.000 for a_cut in taxes. ;
The well-fed, well-clothed and’
very well-housed Grosse  Pointel:
millionaires are not concerned
over the plight of Detroit’s work-
er veterans. They do .not offer
to house homeless veterans in
their huge, marble-lined- man-
sions. They are not agitated a=,
bout slum-clearance and low=-2
cost housing projects. Quite the
contrary! These greedy capital-
ists are thinking only of -how
they can hang on to their wealth
—and how they can cut theliv-
ing standards of the workers..
As - plant  workers,- -Detroit’s®
veterans helped to build up the
3 auto magnates’ fortunes. “Then,
as conscriptees, these workers
went abroad. to fight to protect
the billionaires. Today, for these
homeless worker veterans, the
words of the second- verse ofy
“Solidarity. Forever” seem par-
ticularly appropriate:
“Now we stand, outcast and
.starving
Midst the . wonders we have
made.”

Ny
"y

Spending for “Pedcef’
Testifying recently’ on -infla-
tionary pressures before the Sen-
ate Banking and Currency Com-
mittee, OPA head Chester Bowles
revealed the Army .and- -Navy
plan to spend $41-billionin the
12° months following -V-J Day,
compared to total military ex-

Millions* of .

in the Ford Bomber 2

Hear 'Radio Talks By~~~

‘The Political and Labor
Situation Today’ .
Station WJLB—1400 ke.

AR Y

i
J

venditures of $33-billion for all* B

of 'World War 1L Asked “What
do they want to spend it for?”
Bowles replied he “didn’t know.”

Proiest The Massacre Of The Colonial Peoples‘»
Demand The Wzthdrawal Of Allied Troops

From China, Indonesia And Indo-Chma

- CHARLES JACKSON
Writer of ‘The Negro Struggle’

Speakers:

Fn

M. BARTELL ;
Chicago Organizer, SWP

BUCKINGHAM HALL

59 E. Van Buren St. )

Chicago
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