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Fighting Policy
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: By The Edltors r—
Through four weeks of bitter struggle,' the General

Metors workers have inspired Ametican labor by their | :

unity and militancy. But despite the ‘magnificent fight of
- the GM ranks, their strike is being thrown on the defensive
“all up and down the line solely because of the policies of |
the CIO United Automobile Workers leadership.

From. the start, these leaders have acted upon a to-
tally false concept of the nature of this conflict. They
have failed to understand that the titanic- GM strike is

" the spearhead of the whole unfoiding battle between labor

and capital in America.

The super-slick stra.tegy devised by the auto union |’

leadership of taking on the Corporations one -at 'a time,

of isolating GM while keeping its rivals working, has eol- ‘

lapsed like a house of eards.

It is not the General Motors corporation that is iso-
lated. ‘It is the General Motors workers who find them-
" gelves isolated. Such are the first fruits of the Thomas—
Reuther “strategy.” .

' The General Motors strike hns tempora.rily “been
thrown on the defensive. not because of any weakness in.
- the workers’ ranks. This strike has. ‘been thrown on the
defensive for one reason and one reason alone: the inade-
quacy, the bewilderment, the fear of: the top union offi-
cials. It is they who have retreated step by step until
" they have today handed over the lnitlatlve to the auto
barons, the industrialists in general an(l their govern-

' ment agents. :

Let us review the most 1mportant of - these retreats

whlch in their totality are responsxble for the present de-!

fenswe status of this’ str1ke
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‘visory workers Ever since. the GM strike‘ started this. issue

"to the strike.

: them and beat them.

“Pirst, there is :‘the question ‘of the oftle uper«

dissension, The workers on the picket lines, with a true
‘Class instinct, understood that these office and superviSory
workers, if permitted to go through the picket lines, could
“become the starting point for a future back-to-work move-
ment.. ‘Therefore they wanted to keep everybody out to
keep the plants shut down tight. :

The top wunion -officials, contrarimse, revealed from
the first on this issue an attitude. of. ‘indecision. and cow-
ardice. They wanted to temporize. They wanted to make
_sonie kind of “deal” with the comipany.-Thus, they hoped
to prevent the company from getting court injunctions
against the union, against mass picketing. ,

But it was clear right from the beginning that the Gen-

eral ‘Motors Corporation was not interested in concluding
any practical agreements with the union on this issue.
It was clear from the beginning that the corporation .in-
tended to keep this issue alive pr_ecisely so -it could. go
into the courts at the opportune moment and get its paid
judges to illegalize the mass picket lines.
And despite all of Thomas’ anhd Reuther’s and Addes’
attempts to ‘tapitulate on this. pomt the corporation offi-
c¢ials adamantly turned down EVERY .proposal. And now,
at what they believe is the prcpltlous moment, they are
securing their injunctions agamst the union.

- More And More Steps Backward

The retreat of the top union officials, however has
not been halted at this point. On .the contrary, fright-
ened by these injunctions, they have.instructed the-locals
to withdraw pickets from the GM Admimstration ‘Build-
ings and to permit the office and superv1sory workers to
pass. through. Of course, automobiles will not be manu-
‘dactured by either the off1ce or the supervisory workers.
And in and of itself, this retreat will not . break the
strike. But it represents, nevertheless, a CRUEL BLOW
It undermines morale. -It: breeds confusion
and lack of confidence and disgust. It weakens the strike.
It paves the way for a possiblé future back-to-work move-
ment.

As for. injunctions, there is only one way to fight
That is the way they were fought
at Toledo in the Auto-Lite Strike of 1934 and the way
they were fought at Flint in the" GM strike .of 1936-37.
There is no other “easier” way. There is just no way of
winning a battle of this magnitude and importance except
by hard fighting. You can’t do it by bluffing, even when
it is a Walter Reuther who is doing the bluffing. _

Next, there was the proposed retreat on GM parts
productlon We are all acqudinted with the tragi- -comedy
of Thomas letter to the General Motors Corporation agree-

‘ ing to reopen those GM plants which manufacture parts

for the other automobile companies. Some people im-
agine that this fantastic, irresponsible proposal was just
a personal brainstorm on the part of R. J. Thomas. Not
at all. It was a logical derivative of -that fantastic dream
that is Reuther’s “strategy” of “jsolating” the General Mo~
tors Corporation and thus winning- the strike.. Luckily,
the rank and file intervened at-once on this proposition
and squelched it before it had a chance to proceed very
far and really do damage to the strike. :

Last week we discussed how labor is being threatened
% by pumtxve legislation from Congress, ‘how such legisla-
tion will hogtie the labor movement and render it, in time,’
helpless before the ruthless might of the money ansto-

© (Continwed. om: l‘m Q L

Hits Plan To

FLINT, Mich., Dec.
strike comnuttee

Cleveland Judge
Limits Pickets
On Fisher Line

BY WIRE TO THE MILITANT
CLEVELAND, O., Dec. 17 —

women -
auto-locals from all parts of

W‘hlch occupies an entlre
city- biock

The: demonstra:tmn had been
called by-the. December 4 region-
al comference of all CIO Umted

By Kay O’Brien

(Special ‘to The Militant) .
, DETROIT Dec 10——Detroit auto workers today staged
the largest picket line"in the city’s’ history in a display of
sohdarity with the GM strikers ‘More than 10,000 men and
p representing CI0®

the city, joined with pickets
from the ‘closed-down GM
plants. -~ For: over an hour‘
they circled the huge Gen-
eral Motors Office Buxldmg,;

Automobile Workers locals in the
Detroit area. Scheduled to meet
at 4:30 this afternoon at the

‘'UAW International Headquar-

ters which faces the General Mo-
tors. building, pickets began ar-
riving more than an hour ahead
of time. - The first to arrive join-
ed the picket lire maintained by
Local 157 GM workers in fromt
of the nearby GM Research
Building. Within a few minutes

PA [I(INGIIOIISE WORKERS
I-'IX STRIKE DEADLINE

By Leigh Ray

CHICAGO—Dec 10—The CIO packmghouse workers
have indignantly answered the “Big 4” packers’ wage in-
crease offer of four cents an hour by initiating prepara-
tions . for militant strike action. 150 delegates from local
unions in 20 ‘states met here yesterday and unanimously
accepted ‘plans ‘outlined by ®

their National Strike Strat-
egy . Committee for- a na-
‘tion-widée strike to take place
on or:before January 1.

- Delegafe ‘after 'delegate spoke

| cf mass sentiment for solid strike

action in-their locals. Discussion
was. on the practical. problems.
These-local leaders, of 150,000 of
America’s: lowest' paid  workers
see the next few months as the
most - crucxal “for the - packing-
house workers’ union. They face
the organized onslaught of the
entrenched - multi - millionaire
meat packers who are scheming
to weaken and destroy the union
and further beat down the ‘mis-
erable’ standard of hvmg of the
workers

The CIO United Packmghouse
Workers of Amerlca. is one of

tional unions. .. In voting more
than 20 to 1. for strike action,
the packinghouse- workers have
exhibited remarkable _unity ‘and

out nlans for the. coming strike,
leaders and rank and file mem-
bers s themselves fully de-
termin to ba.ttle it ‘out and
win the, entire 25 cents an hour
—they:: ‘are demandinz.

the newest -of . the big interna-

readiness to ‘fight, In working :

down of the largest packing com-
panies in the meat industry, in-
cluding Swift, Armour, Wilson,
Cudahy,” and the largest of the
independents, Morrell and Com-
pany. Six major points to effect
a solid shutdown were discussed:
Time for the strike, strike prepa-

rations, role of Strategy and Ne-

gotiating Committees, attitude
to Truman and the governmen-
tal apparatus and relationship
of the UPWA struggle to the
national wage question.

The actual date of the strike
was left to the Committee, but
with specific instructions to hold
it within three weeks. The rank
and file are determined to keep
a constant check on the na-
tional strike committee and have
voted that similar conferences
shall be called at crucial mo-
ments during the strike, and that
no  final decisions can be made
to call off the strike without
again convening the mnational
delegates’ group.

Serious discussion of more
than an hour took place on the
role of Truman and his anti-
labor . legislative proposals and
what the strikers should do to
resist . government strikebreak-

Plans eall’ m'ocompleeesimt-,ing., i

o

‘this line filled the sidewalk for
an entire block,

Shortly after 3:30, the stirring
strains of “Hold the Fort” could

be heard in the distance. - Then
from around the corner appear-
(Continued on Page 2)

Rubber Union
Delegates Back
GM Strikers

By Milton Genecin
(Special to The Militant)

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.,,
Dec, 14—The first act of the
annual CIO United Rubber
Workers of America; Conven-
tion today was to firmly de-
clare its complete support of
the General Motors strike.
At the first session, more than
400 delegates unanimously voted
their full backing to the CIO
United Automobile Workers who
are now in the fourth week of
struggle against the Wall Street-
du Pont billionaires.

- Recognizing the fact that the
GM strikers are -spear-heading
the fight of all labor for higher
wages, the convention took the
stand that the entire member-
ship of the URWA must be mo-
bilized in their support. 'The
delegates went on record in favor
of having the local unions of the
rubber workers collect money
from their members to help the
strikers in addition to giving full
moral support.

As a further indication of their
solidarity with the striking auto
workers, the URWA delegates
voted to invite Walter Reuther,
UAW vice-president, to address
the convention.

CRUCIAL PERIOD

This tenth annual eonventron
of the United Rubbers Workers:
is meeting at'a decisive moment
for the entire labor movement.
The capitalist class, flushed with
victory over its imperialist - ri-
vals, is determined to beat down
the unions. The  Wall BStreet
bankers and - industrialists have
fattened themselves to the tune
of over 50 billion dollars dur-
ing ‘the war. They, now.have

made from the exploitation of
China, South America, the Near
East and other colonial lands..
" But before they can take on

{Continued en Page 2) -

their eyes on more billions to be]

Might Aid “Enemjy”

The Meade Senate War Inves-
tirratlons Committee recently un-
covered the fact that the Army
is hoarding stupendous -supplies,
including 60,000,000 sun—glasses,
116,000,000 cotton shorts -42,000,-
000 woolen - drawers, 53, 000,000
blankets, 30,000,000 sheets,. 57,~.
000,000 fatigue Ja.ckets etc ‘War
Department officials tried .every
means to conceal this mforxna-
tron—mcludmg the claim that
it was a “military secret )

* k&

|\George IH Said -’It Too |

“The conflict between British
forces and Indonesian extremists

has nothing to do with the In- |

donesian independence . move-
ment. The British forces are sim-
ply putting down terrorism: as
would be done in any country in

the world.” (M. E. Denning, Brit- |

ish Foreign Office observer ‘in
Java)

% Ed ¥

Nof For the Reeoraf'

Deleted from the Congress-
ional Record by Representative
Cannon of Missouri were: the
statements of two other Con-
gressmen who criticized his ap-
propriations bill. One of the cen-
sored remarks, by Representative
Hiebert, was: “Many remember
the Bonus March after the last
war. That will be nothlng com-

pared to the march on ‘Wash-
ington of ex-servicemen. looking
for shelter. I'm for -economy, but
this is no place to begm it.”

T # *

Gomg to the Dogs .

Millions of men,. women and‘
children in Europe and Asia are
going to freeze and 'starve to
death this winter, but the can-
ine pets of America’s rich will
not suffer. Macy’s Department
Store, in a half-page of the N. Y.
Times last week, advertises for
sale in its Kennel Shop (Fifth
Floor) fur coats for fem%le dogs
at the low price of “from: $12 49
to ‘$246.” .

BE N R

Pawnbroker Worried

Queen Wilhelmina, who owns

the monopoly on pawn shops in
the Dutch East Indies, a world
monopoly on quinine -and every-
‘thing below the subsoil (mineral
rights) - in " Indonesia,"
Netherlands Parliament ‘on ' ‘No-

‘vember' 20: “I am greatly” con-‘

cerhed about: the recent events

{in Fava?

L

Starting this morning, picketing
at GM’s Fisher Body plant here

‘| bas been limited to 55 pickets by

a Common Pleas court injunc-
tion. The injunction orders CIO
United Automobile Workers Lo-
cal 45 to permit supervisory and
salaried personnel not covered
by bargaining units to enter the
plant “so long as the corpora-
tion does not resume manufic-
ture and production.operations.”

The terms. of the injunction
were worked out in the judge’s
chambers by agreement with un-
ion officials. Local 45 leaders

point out that theirs is one of.
tthe few GM- locals. which has

barred all -salaried :and super-
visory: persoxmel since” the . be-
; nnin

' 0!‘ GUARD

.Local militants: feel constrain-
ed to comply with the injunc-
tion for the time being because
of the national strike situation
and because the local obtained
‘what appears to be the unpre-
cedented - miling enjoining the
corporation from using salaried
personnel “in ' production and
manufacture.. - .

The local union is suspicious-
Iy on guard and preparing for
action. "
violate the terms of the injunc-
tion, the union will resume
mass picketing, with the re-
sponsibility for violation square-
ly on the company. The morale
of the strikers remains high.

Flint Gty Wide Committee

Should the corporation’

Fine Strikers

Demand UAW Officials Repudiate Proposul |
Offered To Ford; Want Leonard Reprlmanded |

By Jerry Kirk

14.—The Flint clty-wrde

representing 45,000 General
‘Motors workers here, went on record today sharp-
ly condemning the company security clause pro-
posed by UAW Ford Director Richard Leonard to
©the Ford Motor Ce.

The motion passed b
the Flint strike commi
tee states “Moved: That

|the proposal of Richard -

Leonard, UAW Ford Di-
rector, to the Ford Company, te
permit firing and fining -of une
ion members be condemned as
a treacherous blow to the em&
.tire labor-movement and:.a di-
rect back-handed attack against
our strike in General Motors, and
we request the International Of-
ficers to rescind this. action and
reprimand Richard Leonard.” .

-Top UAW officials in Detroit
and in Flint are moving with
might and main to- keep the
Flint decision.under cover. They
fear that the explosive indigna-
tion of the powerful Detroit and
Flint sections of the GM workers
will blow to smithereens «this
vicious plan to shackle the Ford
workers and set a dangerous pre-
cedent for all CI1IO and other la,—
bor organizations.. - : :

RANKS OPPOSED

Some: officials of GM locals in
Flint, in obvious confusion, hawe
been toying with the idea of ac-
cepting the ‘“union secunty"
plan., They view it as an escape
from their responsnbxh*ties
leadership.

In this sensé there. has been
a widening gap developing. be-
tween some of the UAW officers
and the militant Flint, auto
workers.. The motion of con-
demnation - will nndoubtedly eb
such officers know, in no ume
certain language, what the ranks
of the auto workers want of ihe!t
leaders.

Members of AC ' Spark m
Local 651, which came to grips

with the UAW International Jast
© (Continued on Page 2) 3

Steel Men Ready

For Giant

Strike

(SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT)

PITTSBURGH, Dec. 14—CIO -steel workers here acé‘

. The same motion hed’ been
v,strike, november L bASSes 3

‘I mittée herer |

ot

girding themselves for an all-out fight against the powers
ful steel oligarchy as they prepare for the gigantic national
strike scheduled to begin January 14.

The detisions of the Wage®
Policy - Committee of .the CIO
United Steelworkers of Amer-
ica, which met in Pittsburgh

established. the 5-day week ln
Pittsburgh mills, the few bands
the workers had managed to bu¥

"told " thie |

December 11 to map strategy on
the steel workers’ $2-a-day wage
increase demand, reflect the
grim determination of the USA
membership. to put up a real
fight for a living wage. In a
standing  vote the committee
unanimously endorsed the pro-
posal to halt all steel produc-

tion on the strike date. Fabrica-

tion mill workers will join those
in basic steel to make the shut-
down céomplete.
DETERMINED TO FIGHT
Pittsburgh steel workers harbor

-no ‘illusions that their wage de-

mands can be won easily from
the autocratic. steel operators.
The profit-swollen steel tycoons
have an unsurpassed reputation
for brutality and ruthlessness.

Many heroic steel workers
have fallen in the long fight to
ofganize the industry. Today the
men- are grimly determined to
see this fight through, convinced
that their organized strength
CAN ;bring the industrialists to
heel. The wage: increase 'is a
burning necessity, it their fam-

ilies are not to suffer privation.

Contrary to the lying propa-

ganda - of the. capitalist . press,’

steel * workers -here possess no

‘backlog of savings. or.-hearded

bonds. - Sinte V-J Day, which re~

during the war have been used
tu cover living expenses.

WHY THEY WANT STRIKE

In a local housing project
where steel workers live, one woe
man- whose husband has worked
m the Carnegie-Illinois mill at
Homestead for 20 years, pomted
out that her husband’s -
home pay had been cut $42 a
month since V-J Day. “Out of
the $58 he brought me last pay”
(for two weeks’ work), she said

1“1 had to put out $40 for rent.

That left me $18 to feed my
(Continued on Page 2) e
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- WINDSOR, Ontario, Dec.

Ford Strikers Fight New Attempt
o Impose Phony Go vernment Arbitration

. By Kay O’Brien
(Special to The Militant)

14.—In spite of Ford’s starv-

stion strategy, in spite of the Canadian labor minister’s at-
tempt to put over government arbitration, in spite of the
gnti-labor barrage in the capitalist press, and finally in

spite of the union leadership®-

which is now trying to end
the strike, the Ford workers
of Canada are still on the
picket lines.

. Eweept for the power house,
which was reopened two weeks
a0, the plant remains comple-
tely closed, and no one enters
sithout & ynion pass.

That this strike, now in its
foyrteenth week, could keep go-
ing so long, is due to the high
morele on the picket lines, to
the workers’ invincible courage
and determination to fight to the
ond. Against tremendous odds,
the rank and file of CIO United
Autemoblle Workers Ford Lo-
ea] 200 is fighting to obtain a
pettlement on the question of
ynion security BEFORE return-
fng to work.

ARKMTRATION MOVE

The latest move of the Inter~
aetional and Local union of-
faiels to undermine the militan-
ay of the ranks and bring the
strike to an end, has been to
sgree to hold a referendum of
all Local 200 members on the
suestion of submitting the dis-
Pute to government arbitration.

“he request for a referendum

Lahep, Humphrey Mitchell, and
Sas the support of the officers,
polley committee and negotiating
eopmmittee of the Ford Local.
®ven the steward’s body, which
had previously held out for con-
Saying the strike, has begun to
il to the terrific pressure, and
Bas voted by a two-thirds ma-
Jority for the referendum.

©n Sunday, December 16, un~
Jonr leaders will try to “sell” the|
réferendum to the ranks at a
saebership meeting. If they
suseeed, a referendum  will be
held on December 18 and 19 on
Ghe following proposal: To re-

tiatiens with. the company, with
seppa Supreme Court Judge of
Capada, as government arbitra-
taF, sitting in on the negotia-
tioms. At the end of 10 days,
4 me agreement is reached, the
whaelé matter will be referred to
the government arbitrator, whose:
deeision is to De final and bind-
ing. It is also provosed that an
ympire go into the plant im-
mediately upon its reopening to
haudle the large list of griev-.
snees which had accumulated
before the strike started.

DEFEATED BEFORE

This i3 the same proposal for
mettling the strike through gov-
erpment arbitration which the
Jecal rejected by a 52 per cent
Majerity in a secret ballot vote

ing November 29. Militant pick-
otg”who fought off government
;mu'aation at that meeting are

mow organizing their forces to
cdefeat the proposal for a re-
ferendum,

They claim that a referendum

violates the union constitution |

which stipulates that an author-
ized strike can be ended only by
a vote taken at'a regular mem-
bership meeting of the local.
They also point out that a re-
ferendum is designed to reach
those members of the union who
never come to union meetings
and who have never been on the
picket lines. It is precisely this
element which yields most readi-
ly to company and government
pressure rather than putting up
a militant fight for the union
demands,

In the local strike headquart-
ers across from the main gate
of the plant, talking of govern-
ment arbitration is like waving
a rved flag before a bull. The
militant men who have been re-
porting for picket duty in large
numbers ever since the strike
started, have no faith in any

-decision which a Supreme Court

judge might hand down. They
regard the arbitration proposal
merely a8 a trick to get them
back into the plants.

Once inside, they claim, their
union will be cut to ribbons. On
the other hand, they have ample
evidence of the solidarity of thelr
picket lines, and they want to
continue thelr fight with the
only weapon they trust, the wea-

‘pon of militant strike action,

AID GM STRIKE

Their fighting - spirit is not
confined merely to their own
local struggle, but extends a-
cross the boerder. During yester.
day’s blizzard, a group of these
Local 200 pickets joined the GM
picket limes in Detroit.  They
returned from Detroit convinced
that the ranks of the GM strikers
are oppoged to the policy of let-
ting foremen and office workers
into GM plants.

The Canadign Ford gtnkers
are adamant on this point. Dur-
ing the early days of their own
strike, they allowed foremen to
enter, only to learn  that they |’
were performing the
jobs.
plants” was their advice to GM
strikers. “Keep everyone out,
That's the way to win a strike.”

Considerable concern was also
expressed in the Windsor strike
headquarters over the ‘“‘security”
being offered to the Ford Motor
Company of America by Richard
Leonard, UAW Ford Director.
Leonard’s proposal that the com-
pany deduyct from $3 to $5 a day
from the pay of any Ford work-
er who engages in an “unauthor-
ized” strike, was termed “com-
pany unjonism” and “an invita-
tion to the foreman to take ad-
vanta.ge of the men."

Youngstown S

teel Locals

Get Ready For Big Strike

(Special to THE MILITANT)

YOUNGSTOWN, O, Dec. 13
~News' of the sctiing of the
steel-strike date Jonuary 14,
sppead like wildfire through
mills and ‘homes in this steel
elty. It permeated the atmo-
sphiere, It was greeted with en-
thusiasm by the steel workers
whé are determined to fight for
& ‘decent standard of living.
Bwerybody talked about it and
*tll talks about it.

Pecause the forthcoming
strike will be the first total steel
@trike called since 1919, the
workers are determined that no
stome shall be left unturned in
preparations for the struggle.
Logals are already setting up
atyike committees, -

Militant steel workers are dis-

cussing how to organize the
picket lines, and how to previde
for families who may be in need,
They are aware that because the
strike is called for mid-winter,
prepuatlons for food and cleth-
ing must be most thorough.
Policy, questions — questions on
what ‘the union leaders will do
under wvarying circumstances
that may arise during the strike
—are already being asked by the
workers, who know the impor-
tance of conducting a succeasful
struggle,

" It is clear that the steel work-
ers understand that the cor-
porations, with the full suppert
of the government in Washing-
ton, are out to smash the union.
The workers are ready for a
tough fight,

-
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Veterans On Detrozt CM Pwket Lme

workers’
“Don’t let anyone into the-

.| during the war. -
hand, she knows thaf her hus-.

“GM Gets Tax Rebates,” reads one of the placards of the war veterans In this plcket
line of the UAW-CIO strikers. “We want our unemployment compensation under

of Rights.”

RN

GI Bill

Flint UA W Veterans Spike Plot
By GM To Break Thelr Strike

By John Daxnell
(Special to The Militant)

FLINT, Mich.—General Motors' second attempt to or-
ganize a veterans' “back to work” movement here was as
miserable a failure as its first fiasco involving “Captain”
Jack Parkard (reported in The Militant, Dec. 8),

A Lieutensnt Holliday called ®

a meeting last week at the Flint
YWCA. The meeting was ad-
vertised in the papers and on
the radio. When meeting time
arrived, Lt. Holliday and a col-
league showed up—and so did
about 50 CIO veterans of World
Wars I and II, The meeting had
failed to attract a single veteran
in the city of Flint with ideas of
strikebreakmzl .
Holliday had hired a pia,mst
and two night club singers —
entertainment appreciated by
the assembled veterans, He
opened the meeting by reading a
touching prayer in which he
asked everyone to remember all
the boys killed and wounded on
the battlefields, and all the boys
still overseas, He ended by ad-
dressing God Almighty to as-
sist “those of us at home” to
gzet back to work at once, that
is, help bust the GM strike.
After the prayer, Holliday ad-
dressed a few lame gquestions to
his earthly audience about what
they fought for .overseas, what
their attitude toward the civil-
ians at home was, what they
thought of the strike. He was
answered curtly and pointedly
by various veterans.

FUT ON THE SPOT

Gilbert Rose, a CIO United
Automobile Workers representa-
tive in charge of veterans’ work

Steel Men Ready
For Giant Strike

(Continued from FPage 1)
three kids on for two weeks.
And the insurance collector took
$4 of it.”

Another steel worker’s wife
with five small children to feed
and clothe, explained that al-
though the strike will mean im-
mediate sacrifice, they were will-
ing to go through a tough siege
hecause on the $57 her hushand
brings home every two weeks
her children can be kept only
in a state of chronic under-
nourishment,

A MIGHTY UNION

Despite the hardship she
knows her family will endure
during the strike, the average
steel worker’s wife supports the
ynion’s wage demand and knows
it will have to be fought for.
8he s .bitter about soaring

@

prices. She doesn’t have to be a
| mathematician to sense that the

steel operators: piled.up billions

band’s  present earnings don’t
begin to cover the: cost of feed-
ing the family.

In spite of the tremendous re-
sources of the: steel industrial-

{ists, they face a formidable chal-.
{lenge,
preach the. impending struggle.

The - steel workers ap-

with a mighty organization and

with the -support of millions of:
| workers throughout-the country..

They are armed -with the knowl-

edge that they are not fighting

alone, .and, that. their demand,
for security wages is a thorotigh-

Iy just demand.

On the other.

and himself a veteran, took the
floor. He blasted Lt, Holliday as
an agent of General Motors and
a strikebreaker.
" Rose asked Holliday where he
had worked prior ta going into
the army. Holliday's answer was
that he had been an interne in
Henry Ford Hospital! What,
then, was his .interest in labor.
atfairs, s since he had never work~
ed in a shop. or ‘understoed.-la=
bor's problems? Who paid the.
expenses of the evening?
Holliday cla,imed that a group
of six veterans was behmd the

“Raturned Veterans’ Associa-
tion,” and that he himself was

paying most of the bill,

After some more pointed
questions were directed at him,
Holliday excused himself from
the meeting, That was the last
seen of him for the evening.

The planist was still there.
We asked her to play “Solidarity
Forever,” and we all sang lustily.
The meeting ended with every-
one in high spirits, and con-
temptuous of the clumsy cor-’
poration, attempt to divide the
veterans from other GM work-
ers,

_Flint veterans had . again

skown - that they are- well- or=

ganized, strong union men, ready
at a moment's notice to descend
upon and liquidate any would-
be  strikebreaking action.

i |ion guarantee the

R g g

‘F Ieetwood Orgamzer ,
Blasts Ford ‘Fines’ Plan

The “Fleetwood Organizer” strike bulletin of Local 15, United Automobile Workers, C‘IO has

condemned the company securily. agreement offered by Richard T. Leonard, UAW Ford Diﬁectqr,

in the Ford negotiations.

The UAW-CIO’s Ford Depart-®

ment is currently engaged in ne-
gotiations with the Ford Motor
Company. The issue was orig-
inally the Union's demand for a
30 per cent wage increase. But
Ford spokesmen have maneuv-
ered the TUnion's negotiator,
Richard T. Leonard, into a de-
fensive position on an entirely
different issue.

Ford ‘proposed that the Un-
Company
against unauthorized work stop-
pages ‘by agreeing to pay the
Company $5 per man per day for
every unauthorized strike, In-
stead of denouncing this open
attack as an attempt to break
the UAW, Leonard and his brain
trusters came up with a counter-
proposal that is even worse from
the rank and file workers’ point
of view.

Leonard’s proposal is that the
Union agree to the Company's
collecting fines of $3 and $5
from the men’s paychecks in
the case of any unauthorized
strikes.
is immaterial, and should not
enter the picture at all,

CRIMINAL PROPOSAL

What should be crystal clear
to all union men is the absolute-
ly criminal character of this pro-
posal from a responsible officer
of the UAW,

No one should meake the mis-
take of thinking that this is the
Ford workers' problem, not our
own. ' GM cancelled their con-
tract with the UAW for the ex-
press purpose of getting a similar
clause written into a new con-
tract. This is our problem as
well as the Ford workers.’ It is
the problem of every UAW mem-
ber,

I written into the eontract
between our Union and any
corporation, it would reduce our
Union to the status of a disci-
plinary agency for the bosses.

It would mean the end of the
UAW-CIO as a free association
of working men and women,
united to fight for theilr econom-
ic betterment. This proposal
and eounter - proposal must be
fought tooth and nail. It must

Ask Your Shopmates
 to Subscribe to
THE MILITANT

Y

Flint Strikers Hit Ford Sclteme
To Victimize Militant Unionists

(Continued from Page 1)
spring - ovér a 'so-called ‘‘un-
authorized strike,” still have &
bitter taste in their - mouths.
They are.well aware of the
meaning of this surrender of the
local union’s right to strike,
DANGERS IN CLAUSE

-Arehie Myers, president of AC
Local, stated: “My own position
on the ‘union security’ proposal
is that even if we gave GM this
clause, management would man-
ipulate it to provoke and create
disturbances which would lead to
the firing of our best union peo-

/| ple,  For that reason I would be

opposed to it in the GM set-
up. I think that is the stand of
the AC workers.”

Myers continued, “If the Ford
local wunits could vote on the
security clause right now, in my
opinion they would turn it
doewn,”

INJUNCTION THREAT

With the threats of an in-

junction in the aiy, three GM Lo-

Strikers Greet
Michigan Edition
0f “The Militant”

‘Gieneral Motors strikers in the

1 Michigan area greeted a special

Michigan edition of The Militant
published in Detroit December 7.

'Some 40,000 coples were eagerly

read by the workers on picket
lines.

The special edition dealt ex-
clusively with the GM strike, Its
theme, ©proiinently displayed
above ‘the - headline, was “Soli-
darity Forever!”

The Michigan edition of The
Militant_reprinted the resolution
of ‘the’ Flint City-Wide Strike
Committee calling for an Emer-
gency ‘CIO Conference to take
measutes against the tremend-
ous anti-labor conspiracy of the
bossés,

“The Flint auto militants have
provided the correct solution,”
declared the’ special edition edi~
torially, “To halt the offensive
of Big Business now tronted by
Congress we need an emergency
Conference of the CIO to be held
in Washington, D. C.
“Let’s all get behind it!”

cals, Fisher Body, Chevrolet
and AC, voted to permit office
workers and supervisory employ-
es to return to work, with the
proviso that the corporation ne-
gotiate the many local demands.

This was the position adopted

by the GM Delegates’ Confe-
rence. The Buick local voted
down this proposal to let either
office or supervisory employes
into the plant under a,ny condi-
tions.

During the mst week the AC
management attempted to get
office workers through the picket
lines without union agreement.
The AC workers turned them
back pending word from the un-
ion’s top negotiating committee.

At a huge membership meet-
ing of Chevrolet Local, the mem-~
bers reluctantly agreed to let

salaried employes back in the:

plant, but insisted that this ac-
tion come only after the top
committee notifies the local of
an agreement with GM regard-
ing local demands.

Wasting little time, GM ad-
vertised for the return of office
workers at Chevrolet. Despite the
fact that no agreement has yet
been reached, the top committee
has evidently passed the word
down to the Chevrolet strike
committiee to permit salaried em-
ployes to pass through the picket
lines, Resentment over this ac-
tion is increasing with each hour.
The top committee is clearly
violating the mandate of the GM
Conference,

HIT ARBITRATION

At the same mempbership meet-
ing, Chevrolet local passed a
forthright resolution against ar-
bitration. 8till wary of the Tru-
man “fact-finding” proposal, the
Chevrolet workers called for con-

Flint, Mich,

All Militant Readers Invited To
Socialist Workers Party
Meetings

Every Sunday Night
YWCA

First Street And Harrison .
8 pm. Admzsszon Free

tinuation of the fight for a 30
per cent’ wage increase,

The resolution deelares: “We
cannot win the 30 per oent wage
increase by means of any ar-
bitration scheme. The UAW
members on strike at the Ford

rectly turned dewn an arbitra-
tion proposal %o settle their
grievances.,” ‘The resolution
further states, “The oil workers
rejected a.-proposal to accept a
settlement of their strike on the
basis of a 15 per cent wage in-
crease. The auto workers feel
the sameé way."

UE-CIO0 \Iotes
Six-To-One
For Strike

The CIO United Electrical,

Radio and Machine Workers
membership on December 13 in
a national NLRB poll voted ap-
proximately six-to-one in favor
of striking the major plants un-
der UE jurisdiction,

Despite bitter weather and
heavy snow in most areas, near-
ly 75 per cent of all workers
eligible to vote cast ballots. At
the latest report, 94,348 of a
total of 112,993 voters favored
strike. :

Interest has centered particu-
larly in the votes of the General
Motors (electrical division) work-
ers, 30,000 of whom have con-
tinued to work under instructions
of their Stalinist union leaders
despite the appeal of the GM
auto workers for them to stmke
‘immediately.

Demonstrating their earnest
desire to come to the aid of their
embattled auto brothers, the UR
workers in. General
sHowed a tremendous majority
for strike. At Dayton, O, for in-

strike, against only 854. The

Rochester workers voted 752 for
"la walkout, with only 31 against.

Workers at General Electric
and Westinghouse, the twa big
electrical trusts, showed similar
determination to strike for a $2-

Where the money goes |

Motor Company in Canada cor-|

Motors.

stance, the vote was 4,417 for ||

The following is the text of the “Fleetwood Organizer” editorigl,

of the great union-busting cam-

American monopolists.

All real union men must close | ment!
thelr ranks against this drive FORD PLAN!

be exposed as part and parceljof the corporations and any
agents they may have within
paign being waged today by our membership. For a free gnd

independent Trade Union Mave-
DOWN WITH 'I‘HZE

Huge Detroit

(Continued from Page 1)

ed the sound truck from Detroit
Transmission Local 735, Pickets
by the thousands fell in behind,
and marched down to the Intere
national headquarters. There
they were joined by the band
and color guard from Chevrolet
Gear and Axle Local 235.

Sound trucks wheeled in and
out among the agsembling pick~
ets, issuing directives. The band
from Ford Local 600 arrived.
Picket signs by the hundreds
were rushed out from the Inter-

Rubber Union .
Delegates Back
GM Strikers

(Continued from Page 1)
any large scale enterprises in far
off countries, they want to deal
a crushing blow to labor here
at home, In these vlans the.
profiteers have the full support
of the administration in Wash-
ington which has now taken the
lead in the war against labor.
The rubber workers are the
first of the large unions in this
country to meet in convention
since the hostilities with Japan
ceased ‘four months ago, This
gives them the opportunity to
show the way to the rest of the
Iabor: movement. In giving its
full support to the GM strikers
the. URWA is acting in its best
tradition. Ten years ago the
rubber workers were in the fore-
front of the great organizing
drives that laid the basis for the
building of the C.I.O.

The demands of the rubber
workers are similar to those of
the auto and all other workers.
They are summarized in a seven
point program on wages and
hours ‘calling for a 30-cent an
hour ' increase;  a basic 30-hour
week, time and one-half for
work performed in excess of 30
hours, time and one-half for
Saturday work, double time for
Sunday, pay for six designated
holidays and a 10-cent per hour
night-shift differential,

The union’s attempts to nego-
tiate for these demands with
some of the large rubber com-
panies have already been met
with the same unyielding and ar-
rogant attitude that has charac-
terized the auto and steel bar-
ons. The rubber workers know
that they are in for a fight and
preparations are being made for
it.

QUESTION OF LEADERS

While - there is much talk In
the corridors of replacing the
present ' conservative leadership
of the International with one
that will really fight for the sev-
en point program, it is too early
on this first day of the conven-
tion to hazard any predictions.
A large number of delegates re-
presenting the Akron locals, the
U. S. Rubber local in Detroit and
the locals in Los Angeles make
up the core of the militant forces
in the convention., Further dev-
elopments in the next few days
will decide who Is to lead the
rubber workers In the conflicts
which are very soon to come.

However, it is safe to predict
that ne matter who heads the
URWA in the next year, the men

display the same solidarity,
initiative, fighting spirit and de~
termination to win as they did
in the great sit-down strikes of

.and women in the plants will |

Picket Line

Marches At GM Building

national  office, augmenting
those brought down by local yne
jons, Cheers went up, greeting
each new contingent of picketa;
and the massive march got uns
der way.

It was an inspiring sight ta 00
these men and women workers
of all ages and all races marche

abreast, in closed ranks. Some
were in working clothes, some in
uniform,

slowly around the four sides

they were flanked by soynd
trucks from the various local upte
ions, including Briggs Local 212,
Murray Local 2, West Side La»

cal 174, Ford Local 600, and the

truck from Local 733.
MARCHERS’ SLOGANS

ternational headquarters was s
huge banner reading “We Fight
Today For a Better Tomorrom”
This fighting spirit was repeat-
ed in the picket signs, pumbeys

were carried in the line of march
.“GM PROPOSES. L O W

PRICES, MASS UNEMPLOY»
MENT” read one sign. Other
signs included “HITLER BURNe
ED BOOKS . — GM

BOOKS”;
DUPONTS GOT THAT'

AN AMERICA WITH JOBS FOR

ALL"; “6 MILLIONS STRONG
CAN'T BE WRONG ~ C
“OUR = BUDDIES GAVE»

THEIR LIVES, WHAT DID GM
GIVE?"; “COLLECTIVE BAR-
GAINING, NOT ANTI-LABOR
LAWS", .

In spite of the bitter cold, the
pickets were reluctant to ocall off
their line. Cheering and singing.

drawing into thelr ranks the =
remforcements which eontinuql SR i

to arrive, this ‘mass army of
pickets made two more circuits
of the building after - officials
in charge had declared that the
demonstration was over. At five
o'clock  they were finally per»

the plcket lines tomorrow M

Brooklyn SWP
Moves To New -
Larger Quarters

The success of the Trotskyish
election and Militant sub came
paigns revealed how receptive
the working people of Brooklyn
are to the program of the So-
cialist Workers Party. Over 1.
100 votes were cast for Farrell
Dobbs in the working class dig=
tricts, the largest Trotskyiat
vote in the five boroughs.

The comrades in Brooklyn with
the help of the New York local
have already taken action by
moving into a.new headquarters
suitable for a rapidly growing
party. The new headquartérs.is
located at 635 Fulton St. in the
heart of the downtown distvics,

subway systems.
The work of decorating the new.

idly.
A gala housewarming to which
all our friends are invited wul

10 years ago.

be held January 12

Buy Books As Giftsﬁ
- For Your Friends And Shopmates

a-day wage increase.
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: Order From
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By LEON TROTSKY .
The First Five Years of the Communist International
cloth $szo
paper 1,50
now at the bmdery—-ready for delivery before Ch¥istmas = .
The Revolution Betrayed «c.cvmmmmncloth’ 2,00 |
paper 1,00 .
now at the bmdery—ready Jor delivery before Christmas
In Defense of Marxism ¢ " «cloth 2,00 §
paper 1,50 }
Lessons of October wcloth 1,00 |
Whither France ... cloth 1,00
By JAMES P. CANNON NP ot
‘The History of American Trotskyism ......clath 2.00
Y paper 1,00
The Struggh for a Proletarian Pqtty wanengloth 2.00

paper 1.50 .

ing shoulder to shoulder, five

Still others bore the .
insignia of their local union fly= =
ing squadrons. As they marched

of the General Motors building,

Over the entranee to the Iu‘-» e

ing more than a thousand, which

WAGES, LONG HOURS, HIGH

“WHAT HAVE T}W
HAVEN'T GOT — 30%"; “F\bu. ’

"“, TR

‘suaded .to dishand, and left the
scene shouting “We’ll see you on
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Fighting,_Policy|}
Needed To Win
he GM Strike

(Continned from Page 1)

cracy. We discussed how Murray and the other top CIO
leaders stopped half way in their break with the Tru-
man administration, how Murray was not making good
on his promise to labor that the CIO would mobilize the
American people to fight this assault on their liberties.
Murray’s-timid half- hearted policy was capped this week
by the action of Thomas and Reuther.

After Truman appointed his three-man Fact-Finding
Commission to “investigate” the General Motors strike,
Thomas and Reuther reversed their previous stand and
ghhounced, in effect, that the UAW would cooperate with
the Commission. This new stand violates the express de-
cision of the recently held GM National Conference of
the Union, and -represents at the very least a 75 per cent
reversal of the union’s previous policy. The p081t10n of

Thomas and Reuther commits the union, 4t least in part,

- %o ‘accept any final decision of Truman’s Fact-Finding
Cgmmissmn It weakens labor’s whole fight against the
Truman-proposed anti-labor legislatlon It is a set-back
tp the GM strike. It is a set- bF,ck to labor’s whole fight
for a decent standard of living.'
=¢- On-top of all these retreats comes the worst action of
.all: the “stab in the back” of the GM strike from inside
laBor’s own house. This “stab in the back” is the offer made
+#0'the Ford Company by Richard Leonard, UAW Ford Direc-
tor, to “discipline” the union ranks and to provide the com-
pany with “security.” Leonard made the proposal that any
worker guilty of “agitating” for an “unauthorized” strike
shall be fired and that all workers participating in such
“unauthorized” strikes shall be fined first $3 and on the
second offense $5 per day.

' This outrageous proposal to housebreak the great auto
tinion is made in the name of and represents the unani-
mous position of every international executive officer of
the UAW This is a proposal to convert the proud, mili-
tans, fighting auto union into a miserable job trust. This
is:a proposal to organize a joint conspiracy between the
e‘o"rporations and the union bureaucrats against the work-
ers. The corporation would help bolster the union bureau-
éra,cy and protect it from the wrath of the rank and file
by means of the check-off and the “d1sc1phnary” pro-
visions of the contract. In return the union bureaucrats
would become policemen for the company to keep the
Wworking force docile and submissive.

The Net Results Of This “‘Strategy”

" These bureaucrats of the auto union, scared as rab-
bits by the fast-moving events and the big problems con-
itronting them, are so stupid, so blind, that they don’t

- even realize that they would be digging their own graves,

even if they succeeded in putting their sell-opt proposal
across. A “unionism” of this kind would engender such
tierce hatred on the part of the more backward workers
a.gainst the union organization and its leadership, that in
"4wo or three years’ time it would be child’s play for a
Ford or any other labor-hating corporation to ove .in
md wipe out the whole union, the top bureaucracy included,
Clinging blindly to their asinine theory of isolating
GM, the auto union officials had conjured up sweet dreams
that their sell-out offer to’ Ford would break the “log-
jam” on wages. But their sell-out offer hasn’t paid off.
Ford didn’t come across with any wage proposal. Ford’s
anti-union strategy proved even more insidious and potent
than that of GM. Ford said to the union in effect: We
neither accept nor reject your ‘“security” proposals, al-
though they do show that you have a “good attitude” and
that Leonard is a wonderful statesman. However, let us
put them on the table for the time being and let us discuss
the next point on the agenda, namely, labor’s “productivity.”
_Or in plain English—the speedup. As for wages, we prob-
ably will not be in a position to make any kind of a wage
offer for a long time.

'~ That is how the union leadership’s “strategy” has
Wworked out at Ford’s. As for GM, it immediately cancelled
its contract with the union and is likewise preparing de-
mands which will guarantee its “security.” Thus, the
UAW top leadership has opened the doors to the corpora-
tions to launch a new, insidiows attack upon the unions,
to curtail their freedom and to destroy the democratic
rights and the self-confidence of the rank and file.

These are the reasons why the GM strike, and with it
laBor’s wage fight on a national scale, are today on the
defenswe ‘ \

- What must be done to retrieve the situation?

How To Retrieve The Situation

To begin with, the active militants must make up their

) mmds that the “super-slick” Thomas-Reuther “strategy”

of “isolating” GM is deader than the proverbial Dodo.
No:attempts to revive it will succeed. It must be buried.
The GM strike cannot and will not be won on that basis.

‘Labor then must proceed to organize a counter-of-
fensive all along the line. What does this mean in practice?

. First, al the little leaks and holes in the GM strike
must immediately be closed up. That means closing down
the plants tight, and asking all workers, office and super-
visory included, to stay out and respect the picket lines.
That means to stop all work on GM tools and dies in the
job shops and to close down the GM plants organized by
the UE. i

Next, the militants on the picket lines must make up
their m1nds that there is only one way they can beat the
injunctions emanating from the labor-hating judges: by
using the methods employed in the Flint GM strike of
1936 -37.

'Furthermore, the treachery at Ford’s must be roundly
condemned and the intermational officers instructed to
w1thdraw immediately their sell-out proposals. (We note
With satisfaction that action along this line has already

: started )

AT Ao

Next, the threat of hostile legislation from Congress,
the threat of compuisory arbitration by the imposition of
Fact-Finding Commissions, must be met by mass acfion
gnd. resistance on the part of labor

‘Exvtend The Strike Front!

‘Finally, it has already become clear that the wage
battle of labor is too big and is being fought on too wide |

‘g front for the GM workers to be able to stand alone.!

The 'GM strikers must have help. New, powerful reinforce—
ments must be moved up into the line of battle. The

‘ figh,t ‘must be brought to a sharper head. THE STRIKL

ow

topped

uto

Thie picket carries a placard telling the
want “No Stalls, No Delays—Just 25 Cents” an hour increase in wages.

chketmg Cudahy’s In Kansas City

management that the packing house workers

UAW-CIO. A group of vet-
erans in uniform added their
strength to. the . pxcket line.

In the face of a series ,'of pro-
vocations from corporafion of-
ficials intent on creating violent
incidents and confronted by po-
lice detachments and an array
of company supervisors and
foremen, the pickets leld their
line. Not in many a {moon has
the Cleveland labor 'movement
been treated to such a magnifi-
cent display of - Jinbreakable
power and  discipline.

HOLD THAT LINE!

Only once did the corporation
come near succeeding in its at-
tempts to provoke 'violence. W.
Wolf, despised superintendent of
the press room, ajrived in a car
driven by Joe Price, a former
follower of the renegade union
leader Homer Martin, who sold
out to the corppration in 1839.
Price edged Wolf’s car into the
picket line, trying to reach the
company parking lot.

A small group of pickets, fight-
ing mad, warned the two to turr
back. Price continued to move
into the line. The -pickets seized
the car, rocking it in warning.
This was enough for the miser-
able pair of skunks, who left the
scene and were soon followed by
the whole gang of company
weasels. A shout of victory rose
from the picket line. The plant
remained closed.

“THANKS, BOYS!”

Today’s tdevelopments grew out
of General Motor’s’ arrogant ac-
tion in Detroit yesterday, where
the corparation announced that
it was abrogating all local agree-
ments as well as the national
contract with the UAW. But
the corporation’s attempt to

‘mobilize all salaried personnel
‘here against the stnke, has fall-
en -through: - -

The great ma-jority of approx-

g TR

Cleveland GM Strlkers
Battle On Picket Lme

. By lDavtd Lands
(Special to The Militant)

CLEVELAND, O., Dec. 11—A mass picket line today
stopped the attempt of Fisher Body officials and super-
intendents to enter the struck GM plant here at the
garage gate. Members of Fisher Body Local 45, CIO United
Automobile Workers, were supported by striking members
of Murray Ohio Local 65,®

imately a thousand salaried em-
ployes, did not respond to the
notice to return to work. A few
made a foken appearance, then
went home. As one office girl
put it when confronted by the
picket line, “Thanks, boys! Now
I can go home and go to bed.”

The union announced it would
continue to maintain mass
picket lines to guard against

corporation.

SWP In Detroit Celebrates

Opening New

Headquarters

DETROIT, Dec. 15.—Undaunted by zero weather, over
220 comrades and friends of the Socialist Workers Party
crowded into the brand new headquarters of the Detroit

concluded Militant subscrip-
tion campaign.
and fun dominated the at-
mosphere.

The new headquarters, at 6108
Linwood, is more than five times

as large as the old headquarters
which the Detroit Branch had
outgrown. Yet even this larger
space was. filled almost to ca-
pacity by the lively throng, and
gave promise of an even faster
growing branch here.

The rooms in the new head-
quarters are efficiently arranged.
The large hall, .with adjoining
kitchen, is equally suitable both
for meetings of any size and for
large social gatherings. Several
adjoining ,rooms include a li-
brary equipped with literature
racks, tables and .comfortable
chairs, a business office, a small
meeting room, an adequate coat-
room and restrooms. Leading
out of a door from the library
is an area which can be con-

verted into an attractive patio]

in the summertime.

During the evening, talented
members of the branch present-

tion of the GM workers.

the other steel union leaders

from now.

right now.

delay further.

to 'set the strike date one month off, January 14!
is ‘'no possible justification or excuse for this long delay.
The strike front needs reinforcements NOW, not one month

FRONT, THEREFORE, MUST BE EXTENDED. Ford and
Chrysler must join the picket lines! )
And when you are talking about extending the strike,
the wnion that is first indicated to do the job and bring
up the necessary reinforcements is the CIO Steel Union.
The steel workers find themselves in the identical posi-
Their wage demands are also
stymied. They are preparing to strike.

But Murray and
have taken upon themselves
There

. It would be a good thing if the militants in the Steel
Liodges demanded of Murray that the steel strike be called
At the very least,
fthat the steel strike will be called on the date set.
ivery least, it will make it more dlfficult for Murray to

such a campaign will insure
At the'

These are some of the steps necessary fof labor to
adopt if it is to organize its successful counter-offensive
against the organized might of Big Capital, Labor has
the power to do it. If it organizes its counter-offensive,
itwiuconroundifbsenermesandbeatmeminm

Animation

Branch of the SWP tonight to celebrate its official open-
ing. The social was held in honor of the five Detroit
Pace-Setters in the recently®

ed an hour of special entertain-
ment, warmly received by the
audience. There was dancing
and music all evening and a
plate supper was served after
the entertainment.

Many of the workers becom-
ing acquainted with the Trotsky-
ist movement for the first time
flocked around a specially con-
structed literature rack in the
main hall, displaying an impos-
ing ,list of party books and
pamphlets.

“For a leng time now I have
been disgusted with the litera-
ture of the Socialist Labor
Party,” -said one new friend of
the Socialist Workers Party. “All
they do is talk and preach. To-
night I happened to come here
and I am certainly glad. I see
here a party which does some-
thing more than talk—you peo-
ple are also in action in the labor
movement.”

Another friend of the party
said he is eagerly awaiting ar-
rival of the two new  Pioneer
Publishers’ books: “Five Years
of the Comintern” and “The
Revolution Betrayed,” both by
Leon Trotsky.

Labor Solidarity

EVERETT, Mass.—Employ-
ed members of Market Forge
" Local 2431, CIO, United Steel-
workers, last week launched
a movement here to support
the General Motors strike
with voluntary pay-day
pledges.

The Local 2431 Executive
Board asked the 250 members
to pledge 25 cents a week for
the duration of the strike. In
the first day of the campaign
90 per cent of the men en-
thusiastically made pledges,
with '50 members contributing
50 cents weekly.

The Local telegraphed the |
GM Strike Committee urging
it to appeal to every CIO lo-
cal to take similar pay-day
a.ction. i

further entry attempts by the"

General Motors has been
,auto workers’ picket lines.
the “law.”

ton, New Jersey, compliant judg-4
es issued injunctions or “res-
training orders” limiting the
number of pickets at GM plant
gates.

Every auto worker knows
what- this means. General Mot-
ors is paving the way for whole-
sale strikebreaking through in-
junctions, It’s an old method.

- First get.a judge to make mass
picketing “illegal.” Of course,
it’s just to let “office workers”
into the plants. But it isn’t long
before the company tries to push
scabs and strikebreakers through
the picket lines, hoping to break
the strike.

If it works in Cleveland and
Trenton, GM will find other “im-
partial” jurists, selected for their
jobs by the corporate interests,
ready to sign the necessary pa-
pers. Sheriffs and federal mar-
shals will be waving court orders
before every GM picket line. And
all “law-abiding” strikers will be
expected to retire—and let the
scabs march in.

AN OLD TRICK

It's been tried in at least two
important auto strikes before.
And if the workers had just fold-
ed up before the “law,” the his-
tory of the CIO United Automo-
bile Workers would have been
vastly different. They might still
be working for 40 cents an hour.

Toledo and Flint. The first,
the real birthplace of the fight-
ing traditions of the UAW-CIO
back- in the famous Toledo

{Auto-Lite Strike of May, 1934.

The second, the center of the
great “sit-down” strike of 1937
that first humbled the General
Motors empire.

In each historic struggle, the
strike boiled down to one ques-
tion: How would the strikers
meet the challenge of injunc-
tions issued through the collus-
ion of big money and compliant
judges?

In both cases, the answer was:
“We will defy them!” And by
successful defiance, . the worke |
ers won.,

The spring of 1934 saw the
auto workers in Detroit and oth-
er major centers cruelly disil-
lusioned and demoralized by the
AFL bureaucracy’s capitulation
to Roosevelt’s Auto Labor Board
and its company union ruling.
Their aspiration for organization
was given a crushing blow.

Then came an electric wave of
renewed inspiration. In a titan-
ic six-day pitched battle against
hundreds of armed special depu-
ties, police and finally 1,500 Na-

sand of auto workers at the To-
ledo Electric Auto-Lite plant won
a partial victory, laid the basis
for union recognition, and estab-
lished a precedent that sparked
the whole subsequent struggle
of the auto workers.

HISTORY OF AUTO-LITE

When the Auto-Lite workers
went out on strike in the late
spring of 1934, the city was a
notorious “open-shop town.” One
third of its population was on
“relief”—that 1is, slowly starv-
ing to death. Any kind of a job
looked good then—even at 35
cents an hour, the typical auto
rate of pay.

There was no great tradition
of union solidarity them. The
workers hadn’t learned yet. Scabs
were Dplentiful. All that was
needed to break a strike was a
legal pretext for barring pickets
and a police convoy for the
scabs.

It was tough enough to begin
with- for the members of the
AFL federal-auto local to keep
the scabs out. And when a pli-
ant judge issued the usual in-
junction against mass picketing,
the scabs and strikebreakers be-
gan pouring into the plant. Out-
side a handful of pickets—their
AFL leaders had told them they
had to be. “law-abiding’” — lis-
tened to the hum of machinery
and the occasional jeers of the
scabs calling out of the windows.

ONE SIMPLE ANSWER

In desperation, some of the
strikers came to an organization
which had made a -reputation

fighting for the jobless, the Un-
employed League, led by two
young Trotskyist workers.
They saw the strike was on its
last legs and that a defeat might
set back union organization in
Toledo for years. Their advice
was simple. “We will openly
defy the injunetion.
fend the inalienable right of the

That’s what they said in a let~
ter to the judge before they went

‘howling “illegal” at the CIO
La_st week it _-.bega_n_, to call in

In Cleveland, Ohio, and Tren-O
pworkers who said “Put us in Jall

‘| time there were hundreds clam-

tional Guards, a couple of thou-|

for itself as a militant “outfit

We will de-

workers to strike and picket.” "

PAGE THREE

Vorkers’ Historic Battles
e Threat Of Injunction

® By Art

“We don’t bribe audges. We select them.’=—Richard Croker,
New York City political boss during the 1890’s.
* *

Prets

*

but we will not recognize your
injunction.” '

They. marched all .day, the
first- time. " The “forces of “law|
and order” hesitated By the
end of the afternoon, the copS»
decided to make the “pinch.”
But the Auto-Lite .strikers had
already learned a lesson from
five courageous men.

The judge didn’t want too
much publicity. He let the in-
junetion violators off with a rep-
rimand. They “didn’t know what
they were doing.” But they did.

Back to the picket line they
went the next day—a picket line
reinforced by a few more hardy
spirits. Now crowds of workers
began to collect to withess the
defiance. The picket lines began
to grow, first by tens, then by
hundreds.

“TAKE US ALL!”

Finally, the police swooped in
to make another arrest—but this

oring, “Take us all to jail!”
There weren’t enough patrol
wagons. The workers hauled the
polce off, to make room for
themselves.

One hundred and twenty-nine
rode fto the county jail. Forty-
six were held for trial. Their
trial made -Iabor history.

All night long, in the bull pen,
the 46 rehearsed their conduct
before the judge. The next
morning the court tried a slick
move—an attempt to try the
“ringleaders” separately.

But this time, the court house
was packed from basement to
roof with workers. They seized
the prisoners from the deputles
and refusesd to permit the trial
to go on unless ALL the prisoners
were tried together and the
workers permitted into the court-
room.

JUDGE GETS ‘FORTIFIED’

“The scene of: the court-room
that day Was a veritable riot.
The assembled workers howled
their derision at the court and
the minions of the “law.” The
baffled judge, fearful that a de-
cision against the arrested work-
ers would bring increased re-
sktance, hesitated. He ad-
journed for “lunch” to “consider”
the matter. Several hours later
he returned drunk. After a few
mumbled, senseless words, he
stumbled out again. No decis-
ion. The workers marched off
en masse to the picket lines.

The rest is history known to
every auto unionist. How 10,000
workers held the plant in siege,
how they fought tear-gas and
shot-gun blasts, how two men
died that Toledo might become
a union town, how the National
Guard marched in, how 40,000
workers  demonstrated in the

Lo
s

.February 4, the cops and de

Court. House square threatening

‘|a general strike, how the com-

pany finally agreed to a settle-
ment. The Toledo Auto - Lite

| workers had learned how to deal¢

L
Bl g

with ‘an injunction. ’
Two and a half years later, M
automobile workers, now orgafi<’
ized in their own CIO 1nterna-
tional union, once more showed
how to deal with the legal strikes.
breaking invoked by the capltagl- .
ists and their courts.
There were 140,000 GM worligf"
ers in key auto centers on strﬁ:e

in January and February 1937.
Most of them were “sitting-in#;
occuping plants. The strikers a§:
Fisher Body 1 and 2, and Chevs:
rolet 4, in Flint, held -the key tau
GM production.
State militia, armed with maw

chineguns and .37 milhmeter
howitzers, surrounded the pla.ﬁ‘ts"'
The deputies and police swarme i
around like lice. Inside the"® N
plants, the defiant workers had®
refused to budge even at this’'
display of overwhelming mihta,ff
force.

sdeat

WORKERS JEER e

When Governor Murphy, a.
“New Deal” candidate, hesitated
to give the final order for.-8¢
militia assault, General Motors.
went to its tried and true ser-:
vant, the capitalist courts. A*
Judge QGadola issued an ordeér
for the men to leave the Fisher
Body plants or face imprisons
ment for contempt and a $15;a%
000,000 collective fine. The orda-
er was read to the jeering “sify+ i
downers.”

All day long, and the next day

L4

uties were building up - their
nerve, mostly with whiskey. Th’e"‘
deadline for evacuation was set -
at 3 pm. , But it never took
place.

TO THE RESCUE

For from every auto town
within 150 miles, thousands up&

‘on thousands of auto and other

workers swarmed to the resciie.”
At Fisher 1, they formed a line’
of 5,000, armed with clubs, crows
bars, and sundry other wea
of self-defense.

The sheriff who had read rﬁe'
order the day before, began:
get  weak knees. The deadling”
passed. Governor Murphy wired::
him to hold up action. Eagerly-
the sheriff complied, explaining:
that the judge’s order “after-al¥”:

.did not specifically instruct him-

to take action. When the judge
got on the muscle and ordered:
the sheriff to arrest the strike
leaders, the sheriff found he did
not have enough forces—and re-
fused to swear in new deputies. .

The judge’s order was never
carried out. The Flint workers,
and the GM workers throughout
the nation, went on with - t.heir
battle to a historie victory. -

Once more GM is sohemmgff) ‘
break a strike with injunctions.
But there are a lot of auto works«
ers who remember the Toledo
Auto-Lite strike and the Flint
“sit-downs” and who are saying‘,
“Pretty big job—putting 225,0w
GM workers in jail!”

Robs GM

Scandalous Fraud

Workers

By Jeff Thorne - I i

o

A single scandalous fraud, among the worst of many -

in the history of General Motors Corporation, is robbing
GM workers every year of about one-tenth of their ordinary’
wages. The CIO United Automobile Workers has: every
right and duty to open the®—

corporation’s books and ex-
pose and correct these frauds
or “mistakes.”

Every year GM pays divi-
dends of $40,000,000 to $50,000,-
000 on shares that were issued
for absolutely nothing in the
long-forgotten Heany Lamp
swinidle. There i no Heany Lamp
and never was anything but a
phony patent. Yet GM paid
more for four Heany Lamp Com-
panies than it paid for Buick and
Oldsmobile combined, two of the
biggest money-makers of GM.
The GM shares issued for
Heany pay just as large divi-
dends as those issued for Buick
and Olds. Every day GM em-
ployes work an extra 45 minutes
| just to pay dividends on Heany.

‘John Albert Heany was grant-
ed a patent in 1907 on a tipless
electric lamp bulb, and organiz-
ad four firms to promote, pro-
duce and sell the lamp. W. C.

Heany companies for over $7
millions in GM shares and $112,~
759 cash.

Ceneral . Electric. Company
contested the Heany patent and
eventually the patent attorney,
H. E. Everding, and a patent of-

s

onthopiobtlim-smomm.ﬁve'

fice olerk, Ned:W. Barton, went

e e 7

Durant, GM founder, bought the:

to prison for altering the orgs™ %
inal patent application. 3 ‘
On September 30, 1910, he
Heany <“holdings” were trnm-
ferred on the GM books in
“good will” and later written off
entirely. But the GM shares pai
for Heany “holdings” are just,
like any other GM shares, and’
have grown many times over inx
stock dividends and stock split=.
tings, until today they draw off -
$40-million to $50-million a year
in dividends which GM workers:.
produce but don’t get. 7
Full significance of the “good
will” nature of the deal was onl
hinted at by a remark of Ben-\
jamin Briscoe years later. He' !
said the Heany deal was to haye
“gweetened” another deal for the
purchase of Maxwell-Briscoe, i
but this fell through. The Heany %
deal was apparently so “sweet” :
for someone that it went through
even without Maxwell-Briscoe. ;
Lawrence H. Seltzer, in “Aj

Financial History of the. Auto-%
miobile Industry,” published in,

1928, cites the Heany. case as%
one of apparent. “watenng ot

stock.” There are numerous: oth=" )
ers, each still robbing GM workJ“
ers of a pa,rt of the wealth ther ‘
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Only the world rev-
olution can save the
USSR for socialism.
But the world revoly-
tion carries with it

_ the inescapable blot-

lim oligarchy.
—Leon Trotsky

Ford “Fmes” Plan

The billionaire Ford Motor Corporation has
arrogantly demanded that the United Auto
Workers Union pay $5 for each worker for each
day he might engage in what the Fords call
“wild cat” strikes.

R. T. Leonard, head of the Ford Division
of the UAW, yielded in cowardice to this out-

rageous demand of the Ford dynasty. Only -

Leonard wants the fines donated to some

“worthy” cause, he wants them set at $3 per

day for first “offenders” and $5 per day for
the second, with the fines deducted from the
workers’ pay,

Evidently the Fords have been studying his-
tory. The system of fines was employed by
the most vicious capitalists during the early
days of capitalism. It survived in Russia under
“the Czars up until November 7, 1917, when
the working class, led by the Bolsheviks under

" Lenin and Trotsky tossed this hated priv-
ilege into the ashcan along with the Czars
and the whole capitalist system.

In other countries, when the union move-
ment gained strength, one of the principal
grievances they toppled in the early days, was
this dictatorial privilege of the bosses.

But now the Ford dynasty wants to turn
back the pages of history. It wants to revive

" the old days when the capitalist robber bar-
ons fined their unorganized employes for the
most trivial reasons, such as lateness to work,
spoiling a job, accidentally breaking a tool,
‘falling behind the speed-up.
© The Ford dynasty, however, forgets a small
‘item. It faces the most democratic militant
‘union the country has yet seen. The auto
workers will give the Foxd “fines” plan the
fate it deserves; namely, crumple it up and
‘toss it contemptuously into the wastebasket,

'Stalinists In China

The American Stalinists have launched a
campaign to “Bring the GI's Home” and “Stop
. Intervention in China.” -

. “As a result, Times Square in New York on
"December 8§ saw the first Stalinist demonstra-
. tion of that character since Browder came out

+in support of Wall 8treet’s imperialist war
 some five years ago. The Stalinists have prom-
rised similar rallies in other cities.

° 'The Trotskyists were the first to demand the
withdrawal of all American troops from
.foreign soil. The belated decision of the
Stalinists to finally join in this fight can
only be welcomed—even though their active
participation so far has been limited almost

‘exclusively to China.

. Undoubtedly many rank and file Stalinists
hope that the campaign on China foreshadows
further militant activity, The wish to re-

Ffurbish their tarnished reputations as mili-
‘tants is quite natural, They feel the pressure
‘of the wide sections of American workers who
‘have turned in utter disgust and scorn from

‘the belly-crawling attitude of the Stalinist

Jeadership before Wall Street during the war.
Many of the ranks are undoubtedly striving
+6 suppress their doubts about the correctness
of official policy, to regain their morale, and
give Foster a longer opportunity to pl‘OVe
Stalinism has really reformed.

These hopes, however, are doomed to swift
and miserable disappointment. Precisely the
campaign on China illustrates why American
-Stalinism cannot hope to escape its doom. The
 rank and file will presently discover they are
neither advancing socialism nor defending the
Soviet Union by remaining in the Communist
Party. Already the fountainhead, of Stalinism
ik the Kremlin is selling them down the river.

Stalin couldn’t even walt for his lieutenants

to ctash in on this new ‘“militancy” in the
United States.

. Under Generalissimo Stalin’s command, the
Red Army is now clearing the roads for dic-
tator  Chiang Kai-shek’s puppet troops in
manchurla

-~ Gieneralissimo Stalin is likewise turning over

to the Chinese butcher the main. cities of
"Manchuria. Chiang is far too weak to seize
them without the ajd he is receiving from
both Stalin and Wall Street. '

" The Generalissimo in the Kremlin has like-
wise ordered the Red Army to guard the air-
fields for the arrival of Chiang Kal-shek’s
" American-equipped troops. .
iy Wall Street’s mouthpiece, the N. Y. Times,

-ting out of the Krem.-

_ perialist Second World War.

- gloats editorially over these services perform-

ad by Stalin: “Russia (Stalin) and the United
States. (Wall Street) see eye to eye on the Chi-
nese-sitiation”* .

Stalin has again betrayed the Chlnese peo-
ple. He has again sacrificed the Chinése Stalin-
iats as “‘expendable.” For an undisclosed price,

““heis again giving moral, political and material

aid to Chiang, Wall Street’s agent and the
butcher of the Chinese masses. No other con-
clusion is possible.

“Chiang Kai-shek is making rapid progress,”
observes Wall Street’s reactionary spokesman,

‘ the N. Y."Times, with satisfaction, “iargely be- :

cause of the help given him by both Russia
(Stalin) and the United States (Wall Street).”
Thus the American Stalinists are left in a
most ludicrous. and politically hopeless posi-
tion, While they try to convince people that
they sincerely want to stop intervention in
China and bring the troops back home, their
“genius-like” horse t{rader in the Kremlin
Iidiously joins Wall Street in bolstering up
Chiang Kal-shek, knifing the struggle of the

- Chinese people, weakening the Soviet Union

and betraying socialism.

Small wonder that the Stalinists are find-
ing it impossible to retrieve the prestige they
lost forever with their open support of Wall

_Street’s imperialist war!

Free The CO’s

An appeal for grant of amnesty to the 3,000
conscientious objectors now in Federal prisons
has heen sent to President Truman by the
American Civil Liberties Union,

An acecompanying letter points cut that “the
number of meén now in prison is seven times
the number in World War 1.” Pending the
granting of amnesty, the letter urges that
parole conditions for the eceonscientious ob-
jectors be amended to give the prisoners “at
least the same consideration as ordinary of-
fenders.”

i

Some 6,000 additional conscientious objec-

tors are serving in labor battalions called the
“Civillan Public Service.”
Service does not award these men points to-

Since the Selective -

ward discharge, they face an indefinite term.

Besides asking that a point discharge system
be set up for these laborers, the letter spon-
sored by the ACLU asks that the War Depart-
ment be requested to review all convictions by
courts martial of men in the Armed Forges
whoge records show claims of conscientious
.objection.

The conscientlous objectors represent a po--

litical current which opposes‘war on moral
grounds. They preferred prison to engaging
in the slaughter of their fellow men. _

~ The Militant disagrees sharply with this
metMod of opposing war. The method of the
conscientious objectors is not only futile but

-can serve to disorient the working people from

the only correct way of ending wars forever—
that is, by ending the capitalist system,
The Trotskyists too were imprisoned by the

Rooséveit Administration for.opposing the im-

But in the Min-
neapolis court room where they were tried,
the Trotskylsts pointed out that those who
genuinely hate war should not separate them-
selves from the workerwsoldiers, but go with
them, participate in their experiences and con-
vince the workers of the need to overthrow the
economic aystem which breeds such evils as
depressions, imperialist war and fascism.

The Militant, however, underlines the faet
that the conscientious objectors are not crim-
inals but pelitical prisoners. They have been
unjustly thrown in prison because they re-
fused to support the mass murder sponsored
by the capitalist elass,

The release of these political prisoners is a
cause every believer in freedom of speech and
freedom of epinion should back wholeheart-
edly.

A Stab In The Back

When John L. Lewis was the fighting leader

of 525,000 striking coal miners who steod out -

against the whole yelping jingo pack of cap-
italists, govemment officials and rival union
leaders during the war, he deserved support
and commendation.

But when John L. Lewis uses the occaalon
of a Congressional hearing on a proposed anti-
labor bill to make a snide, gratuitous and ut-
terly vicious attack against the General Motors
strike, which is the spearhead of American

labors fight for higher wages, there is but

one thing to call it:

A treacherous, strikebreaking stab-in- me~
back.

There is no other term to apply to his widely-
publicized comments on the General Motors
strike during his testimony,on December 10
before the House Labor Committee hearings
on Truman's ‘“fact - tindlng” bill to restriet
strikes, .

Lewis had a great time, in his usual Shakes-
pearean oratory, pointing out the ‘“blunder”

- of the General Motors workers in striking “at

this time,” and telling how he would end the
strike by letting the profits-swollen corpora-
tion charge higher prices,

Whether the GM workers  “blundered”
totally beside the point. They are in the midst
of a vital and desperate battle now. There
is but one honorable thing for any real union
leader to do. SUPPORT THE STRIKE TO
THE UTMOST.

-Instead, Lewis tried to capitalize on the GM
situation to inflate his own stature at the
expense of the embattled auto workers, by
putting them up to ridicule and scorn. That
we condemn as mean and base and unworthy
of a union leader. _

The Militant was the only labor paper in
America to back the miners’ wartime strikes
100 per cent. We are proud of that fact. We
then ¢alled Philip Murray and Willlam Green
strikebreakers for their attacks on the miners.

When John L. Lewis today imitates the con-_

duet of Murray and Green he merits the same

condemnation they so- richly deserwved.

is

“Surely you're not going to the masquerade in that silly Santa Claus
costume—jyou're definitely not the type!”

The Southerner was banned
in ‘Tennessee. Some reviewers
took this as an automatic rec-
ommendation, Apparently they
recalled that Tennessee banned
Darwin’s theory of = evolution;
and, reasoning by analogy, they
decided that whatever Tennessee
bans must have something good
in it.

But Tennessee’s Bourbon cen-
sors are too sensitive. So little

»of the harshness and bitterness

of sharecropper life is exposed,
that only the guiltiest of .con-
sciences could have feared its
showing. In essence it is a fairy
tale, not differing at all in prin-
ciple from Hollywood's more
common type of fairy tales.
True enough, The Southerner
wears some of the trappings of
realism. It tries to show a real
tamily, on a real farm, facing
real hardships. It even includes

a tobacco-chewing grandmother,

and to that extent, perhapa, it
makes enough of an even;m;s
entertainment to warrant - ing

' banned in Tennessee.

But the basic theme of this
film is petty beurgeeols and re-
setionary. From the side of the
workers, therefere, it deserves
only the harshest condemnation
~even after dedueting the eredit
‘due it for heing banned in Ten-
nesaee. . '
POVERTY'S “REWARD”

The hero is Sam Tuecker, a
laborer on a cotton plantation.
He and his devoted wife, Nena,
believe they could find greater
security and independence if

" they had a farm of their own.

Sam longs for his own 1a.rm 80

interisély that even the thought
of factory work repels him. De-
spite bunger, cold, sickiness and

disasters, Sam and Nona strug-’

gle with Spartan-like ¢\01t1tude
to get their farm, In the end
virtue is rewarded — they find
joy in the very worst roverses,
proving that even deiperate
poverty is not without its. com-
pensations.

This type of thinking is petty
bourgeois. It is based on tlie il-
lusory wish to work up from; the
bottom and beecome a capittlist
—- the thought-pattern of the
small business man. If at first
he must rely on his own labor

‘power and that of his wife and

children, eventually he hopes to
have hired laborers and finally
become rich. The idea of join-
ing forces with thousands and
millions of other human beings
in the same class to work out
collective security through a
socialist soclety is alien to. this
type of person.

FSCAPE IMPOSSIBLE

For the great mass of people,
escaping from the eclass struggle
and ‘achieving security by tak-
ing up a farm is impossible in
the present epoch. The theme
of the picture is, therefore, reac~
tionary, It sows the delusion
that a poor*working man, if he
has sufficient pluck, can all by
"“imself beat the capitalist sys-
tem at its own game. All a young
man needs, to listen to this
“back to the soil” propaganda,
is a piece of wasteland and the
'stamina to convert it. with his
bare hands into a cozy farm.

During the depression this

was a favorite theme among de-
fenders of the capitalist system.
In fact it is still a favorite theme
among such political represen-
tatives of the reactionary South~
ern Bourbons as Rankin and
Rilbo.

The fault with this film does
not stem at all from the diffi-
culty of converting the lives of
sharecroppers into dramatiec ma-
terial. Quite the contrary. Sup-
pose, for instance, the plight of
a colared sharecropper family
had been taken as the subject.
Hoew bitter — instead of senti-
mental — could have been the
scene where th: penniless moth-
er tried to get medical aid for
the child stricken with pella-
gra! How cruel the scenes where
the envious ‘well-to-do inde-
pendent white farmer on the
neighboring  farm  vents  his
spite against the struggling
shareeroppers!’ And if the land-
lord had heen brought into the
picture, intent on squeesing the
last- possible cent out of his, |
sharecraopper = tenants; ‘what.
punch could have been added!

Then to make a rousing econ-
clusion, suppose the picture had
vhown the sharecroppers organ-
iiing, getting together, fighting
against landlords and planta-
tion owners in the only realistic
way possible to better conditions!

That would have made a
memorable picture. But the
Hollywood propaganda mill will
scarcely produce anything like
that — too many states besides
Tennessee would ban it.

—Reviewed hy
Joseph Hansen

Congressmen At Work

Most of Wall Street’s Con-
aressmen are convinced it is only
a question of time wuntil the
Third World War breaks out. But
they are troubled over the fact
the voters want peace. Natural-

ly the Congressmen are anxious,

to discover a miracle that would
make peace possible under the
capitalist system,.as it would be
good for a life-time political
meal  ticket. And so they are
devoting a lot of study to the
problem. Representative Horan
of Washington, for in.stn.noe ha,s
pondered deeply.

“Mr. Speaker, if our hope for
world peace is to come from the
association eof peoples rather
than governments, I should like
to have you listen to me for about
five minutes on skling . . .”

like peace, skiing has some-
thing enticing about it that gets
you, “In my own Pacific North-
west, it is possible to ski the year
around, and for eight to ten
months of the year ideal con-
ditions can be found for skiing.”

Horan explained how increas-

ing numbers of peoble are dis-

covering the pesceful joys of the
waxed boards: “In the Rockies,
the Sierras, in New York, and
New England there are many ac-
tive in skiing . . . skiing is rap-
idly becomin’g an international
SPOo!

PROFOUND ANALYSIS

For the benefit of his more ig-
norant fellow legislators, this

‘eradite political representative of

Big Business launched into a
profound analysis of the mate-
rial basis of sking:

“Skiing, of course, would be
impossible it it were not for the
mountains of the United States
and the water sheds which pro-

" vide suitable snows late in the

season.” .
Horan called attention to the

inevitable corollary of this scien-
tific law: “Skiing has probably
received its greatest impetus
from Norway, Sweden and the
Tyrolean Alps.”

To illustrate how skling can
provide a firm basis for world
peace, Horan reported a per-
sonal experience:

“Realizing the importance of
this medium of contact and ex-
change, early last August while
in Oslo, Norway, I called on Sig-
mund Ruud.,” Ruud & a cham-
pion ski jumper. -Horan didnt
mention what they decided about
world peace, but he did say they

got around to an exchange of |
opinion on ski jumping. Horan'

felt free to report that Sigmund
Ruud is an enthusiast on the sub-
ject. “I had a nice visit with
him.”

Wall Street’s interests: “Sig also
told me that the Norwegians are

very much interested in getting |

hickory from America. Their
yvields are running.out-and Nor-
way needs American hickory for
her skis.”

Horan hammered home his

point on how skiing can bring
world peace: “In addition- to

making healthy recreation and
the appreciation of nature avail-
able to our own ecltizens. skiing

Naturally Horan didn’t forget

—

looms large as 3 medium that
can hurdle the barriers of custom
and langunge and bring the peo-
ples of many areas of this werld
closer together.”

It sounds like a splendid,
brave, brag¢ing idea. Instead of
sending American-made bombers
and tanks to the British troops
in Indonesia, for instance, why
not send Congress there with a
boat load  of ~American-made
skis? The Indonesian fighters for
independence would undoubtedly
appreciate this as a real friendly
gesture that would bring the Al-
lied assault aneasurably closer to
an end and help establish world
peace Thus millions of ski en-
thusiasts could be gained in a
tropical land that has seen
plenty of imperialist bloodshed

but never any C‘onemiom,l ki
jumping,

Piﬂs‘mrgh
JOHN G. WRIGHT
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WAR VETERANS

By CHARLES CARSTEN

Unions Must Orgamze Veterans

A Mass veterans’ organization must be create'ﬁ
by the trade unions. Such an organization will be &

powerful ally of the labor movement. It will be 8

bulwark against reaétion, another weapon in labor’s.
hands, one that can be used to stop the anti- union
drive of Big Business. .

Even veterans belonging to unions find it neceg~ .
sary to join other organizations in order to tight .
for aims applying specifically to veterans. To Strug-.
gle for the needs of their disabled comrades and
those still in the armed forces, to press for better
veterans’ legislation, to fight for objectives of special .
interest to the veterans, they join separate or-
ganizations.

wall Street is fully aware of this.. The bosnl
strategy is well worked out. Most of the exist.xu

PROBLEMS rAcmc‘f,. ‘

veterans’ organizations are dominated by Big Busi~ . .

" ness. All of them have a' common goal; mislead the :
veterans, dupe them into following a program 1&-

vorable to the bosses; divide them from the rest of
the workers, These Wall Street controlled organinas
tiens try to buy off the veterans with rosy prome
ises, and to drive a wedge between veterans md
non-veterans. i

Through trickery, lies and deceit, the bosses hm
to. turn the resentment of the veterans away {rem
themselves and direct it toward the labor. movee
ment. They hope to make an ally of a large neetion
of the veterans and use them to strike a blew at
the unions.

In the present General Motors strike & cmm
Jack Packard tried to organize the 3,300 vetem&
employed by General Motors in Flint. He planned. .
to use them in a strikebreaking move. The Ku Klux
Klan made a bid for the veterans in Detroit. :

But the vast majority of the veterans have shown
that they are solidly with the unions. They are the
most active militants. In every strike poll they vote.
overwhelmingly for strike. They are in the fore-.
front on the picket lines. Time and again veterans .
have demonstrated that they are against the bosau.-

. against the fascists and reaction of every kind. '

However, to make their struggle most effective,

they must be brought into an organizatlon that &8 -

allied with the labor movement,
To counter the anti-union moves of General

Motors during the present strike, it was necessary: '

for the UAW veterans to form a veterans’ commit~
tee in Detroit. The veterans had to be organized
after the strike began, And until a mass veterans'
organization is formed by the unions, this. will be

 the case in every strike. Veterans will have to be .

organized either on the eve or in the heat of battle. -

The Veterans Committees’ set up in the General

Motors strike should be extended.to other regiops -

and unions, These should be tied together to form: .

a national organization of veterans. The expanded

organization should adopt a broad program that'

meets the needs of all veterans.

Such an organization will not only be a bm 1

.against reaotion. It will be able to fight effectively

for the special needs of the veterans, because it will

haye no interésts other than those of the labor
movement and the rank and file veterans,

‘Vast Army Supplies
Wantonly Destroyed

Thousands upon thousands of tons of Ameriean

military supplies—from food, clothing and medicine = -

to jeeps and planes—are being deliberately and
wantonly destroyed before the eyes of starving;
ragged, diseased millions in India, Burms and ahn-
where.

According to Paul Mallon, who first disclom
some of the facts inla Washington dispatoh, Noveme
ber 1, in the Assam, Malay, theater “the British have
succeeded in imposing upon our armed forces an ofe
ficially ordered restriction against lea,ving anything
behind of benefit to the natives.”

Hospitals were razed to the ground, Mlllon re-
poried, and “chemicals and drugs are buried in the
ground for destruction when no longer of use .t
us and surgical instruments are systematiocally . ruin-
ed in 2 government dump prepared for that pur~
pose. Appeals for use of the drugs in mission hes-
pitals were unavaiting.”

8un glasses, costing the American taxpa,yers 37 50
apiece, were systematically collected from depart-
ing Air Corps men, taken out to the air strip where
a steam roller was run over them. Some 6,000 ord-
nance wrist watches were collected and destroyed.
In India, 14-pound sledgehammers were used to
smash generators, fans, refrigerators, radios and .
X-ray equipment.

Confirmation of this destruction, “.sta,ga‘erins‘ m
scope and thoroughness,” came from Sydney, A\isa
tralia, November 28, where the Sydney Sun corres
spondent C. A. Burley wrote from Rabaul, that
the AmericanVorces in the Pacific Islands “are dump-~
ing in the sea or are burning millions of pounds
worth of gear.”

At Saigon, tons of food have been dumped inte
the sea. 200 Hellcat fighters were tossed overboard
in the Admiralties. Pontoon-loads of jeeps, complete
dental outfits, mobile radio outfits were tossed into
the ocean at Finschhafen, while small vessels weve
burned in the harbor and vast stores of clothing
wgr:o burnid on shor¢. Whole warehouses filled with
photographie equipment and other ppa'
were abandoned at Lae. ST Hoprou .y

A mess sergeant writing from India
York Daily PM, November 29, reported t;zaﬁmmxg
that millions of dollars’ worth of useful planes M
plane: equipment are being tossed ‘inte g
Iilled ditches and burned. He reported 260,000 m
chutes of silk and nylem, which could have been upad
“for all kinds of underwear, pajamas, shirts, and
nightgowns for our families,” were burned at Lashio.

“They burned all the extra clothing issue m’p
ment they could find. ‘They just took blankets,
shirts, trousers, underwear — just everything
out of the warehouses, piled them up and bm

them . . .”
ALLENTOWN-BETHLEHEM
Christmas Festival #
Saturday, Dec. 22
Entertainment . . . Refreshments

Militant Labor Forum

S. E. Corner Front & Hamilton Sts., Allentm
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éM ‘Strikers Eager
To Read "Militant"

‘Editor:

b -1 am writing to congratulate
: i you on. ‘the splendid work you
o’ Jave done in putting out The
" ‘Militant of December 1, and to
relate my -experience in distrib-
uting it to General Motors strik-

; ers here-dn Flint.
0 & I have distributed The Mili-
'itant many times in the past,
“but I have never met such an
enthusiastic reception as I have
in the last twe days. With an-
,iother comrade I went from pick-
“et line to picket line at all GM
~~ " plents in the city, Not a single
= worker refused to take the pa-
: per -or objected to our distribu-
©. ) tion. ‘On the contrary, at many
;. plcket lines and union halls they
¢ fCrequested extra copies for the
pickets who would come in late,

-‘and promised to see that none
- ‘were destroyed. To our knowl-
' eodge, not a ulnzle Militant was
 wasted.
ﬁ?«

Several workers, urging us to
get The Militant into the hands
_of_pickets who had not yet seen

it, told us when the picket shifts

~would change. We also found

. that workers who are regular

Subseribers, recommend the pa-

4 er to ‘others and are anxious

.. Yo see it distributed. Although |

they have been on strike for three

7. weeks: and do not know when

§07 - they will return to work, many

: ~workers insist on paying for the
‘paper to help it out!

on the scoop in the December 1
 editordal, on the fact-finding
| ©  committee. One Stalinist in
Buick ‘said: “I hate this paper
ugq,hell but they called it right
f the fact-finding committee.”

I -am sure that many of these
"~ ‘men on strike will become regu-
‘‘lar subscribers ‘when they re-
tury to:work., The Militant will
me riot only a mass paper,
g ,hut & guide for all the militant

. ..Atade unionists who will lead

i

i

i
E
e
&

~ the strugele for better condi-
i ‘tlons and a better world.

= ~ Congratulations for a job well
' done. ;
Yk o 3 v R. Carli
- I:f‘; o Flint, Mich.

' Whﬁ'e Collar Workers

~ Need Unions, Too
\ ;Elluor«: b
" % Thig is where .1 feel trade-
Wonx are “missing the boat”
. and through your paper I would
‘Hke to call it to the attention of
;Qme of ‘the organized workers
among your readers.
" 71 am a “white collar worker.”
B ot me say here that the term
© ..« ¥white collar worker” means
t workor. It is our sweat and
i 'breins with the rest of the na-
! ‘tioms workers that has carried
America into  such rapid me-
"?hl.nionl advances In recent
7o PBut we of the “white collar”
i ‘Jobs seem to have become the
. forgotten men and women of in-
duatry and business. Not only
are we forgotten by our bosses
f - «(as we -expect to be), but our
. fbllow workers in other fields
. meem to place us in some myster-
‘jous category where we depend
.7'on the capitalists for a living
. but on the other hand do not
neod ‘the protection of unions,
. Puring the recent war we saw
dces  soar. Other workers

 We heard frequent comments |

wages ' crept upward; but our
wages were as frozen, as we were
to our jobs. We have the same
battles as all workers.. But 80
per cent of the time we aren’t
given the chance to join any
union!

I can speak with knowledge
only for my home, Kansas City,
Mo., but here there has been al-
most no attempt at organiza-
tion of this mighty group. And
now is the time to organize,
while prices soar and wages
drop.

True, these workers would
need education as to the advan-
tages' of strong trade unions —
but what group “now organized
didn’t? Perhaps in some strong-
ly organized cities, these work-
ers are organized. But here

and protection. I am sure this
condition prevails to a surpris-
ingly large extent in professional
groups such as teachers; I have
had contact and conversations
with a great many of these un-
derpaid and trampled workers,

Isn’t there a place for the
“last workers” of America in
unions? It's a bad situation that
hurts all but the capitalist who
sees a class he still has very, very
much under his thumb.

Please do not use my name.
I would without doubt lose my
job if my name were published
with this letter,

A Worker
Kansu City, Mo.

War Guilt Trials:

Are A Farce
Editor:

The trial of the Nazi war erim-
inals is a farce. The prosecut-
ors have too much in common
with the defense.

Having witnessed the ‘social
distinction afforded to the Ger-
man officers, T expect very little
unless mass pressure is: brought
to bear on the prosecution.

Soon after D-Day, American
soldiers got a good close-up of
the War for Democracy. Ger-
man officer-patients were pro-
vided with beds and mattresses
while enlisted men were in their
fox = holes, American officérs
plied . their German brothers
with gifts, for after all “birds of
a feather .., .”

You see they sadmired the
“snapping to attention” which
German officers got from their
men, and which they had so
much difficulty getting from
American soldiers,

Goering and the rest of them
lived like lords in a Luxemburg
castle awaiting trial, while Ger-
man enlisted men have to slave
for their daily bread.

Who were more responsible
for fascism—the officers or the
enlisted men?

' George Kingsley
New York.

The Foremen's Union
Editor:

In the last few years the fore-
men have been getting a good
kicking around, so they formed
a union of their own. The initia-
tion fee was $3;, and monthly dues
$1. These men, having very lit-
tle experience in union matters,
quickly ran into difficulties
which the rank and file know
little about.

At the beginning, honest men.

we're  crying for organization |

' the  Executive

joined 'this union expecting it
to protect their interests. But, as
is always the case, a few mem-
bers .waited until the union was

ed; then in a few short months
they took over the running of
the union where they could.
The present delegate to the
Foremen’s - Union Convention
(from one of the local chapters
here) was one of the late~-com-~
ers in the union; in fact, he pub-
licly talked against it for a year
before he joined. Unlike the av-
erage foremen, this. man has
had a lot of union experience—
not much of it ‘good. He was
once an officer in a strike which
ended in what the men consid-
ered 8 sell-out. He was also an
ERP Representative in a steel
plant. He offered his services to
write the constitution for the
company union, formed in op-
position to the CIO, This proj-
ect failed because the company
union -had no membership for
whom . to write a constitution.
-When the Foremen’s Union
Convention- was called to Make
17 amendments to: its constitu-~
tion, did he notify the member-
ship ‘that one of the proposed
amendments was to raise the
initiation fee to $5—(of which
$4 would go to the national of-
fice, $1 to the local chapter)
and to raise monthly dues to
$1.50 ($1 for the National office
and 50 cents for fhe local; this
I believe is a dime less than now
goes to the local out of the $1
dues) ?

No, he did not notify the mem-
bership; instead a meeting of
Committee wag
‘hastily called to instruct him
in. what to do. But the rank and
file members still have to wait
until after the convention to
find out how he voted.

Such .an incident indicates to
me that the Foremen's Union
may be on the way to becoming
just as bureaucratic as some of:
‘these Foremen's Union leaders
accuse the CIO or UMW of being.
But we shall see, after the con-
vention, )

Jim Secott
Buffalo, N. Y,

U. S. Imperialism's
Gift to Philippines
Editor:

Here is a hrief eye witness ac-
count of the devastation of one
Philippine city, from a letter
written to me by my brother in
the armed forces:

“We went to N......, which was
once a city of 60,000, and saw
first hand what a ‘few hombs
and shells can do. It was a ter-
rible sight. There were no bodies
—too much time had passed for
that — but there were bones
scattered everywhere. There are
'only about four buildings in the
whole city standing, and they
are full of holes. ;

“The ground. is just a mass
of broken chinaware, tile and
plaster, twisted scraps of steel
and charred timber protruding
from the piles of rubbish. From
what I have been able to deter-
mine, I imagine it was once a
beautiful city — but the native
huts must have been a sore spot.
They are pretty shabby — the
comparison of them to the man-
sions of the leading citizens,

would probably have made Chi-

.S’ubscrzptzon $1
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well organized, before they join- ||

This Is

To All Readers Of The Militant:

YOUR Fight, Too!

You recognize The M|I|+an+ asa fighting newspaper of +he workmg
people. You know its lcleas and most of you agree with them. BUT

It Is Not Enough To Have Ideas

The important thing is to make your lvdeas a living reality.

The Militant expresses the ideas and program of the Socialist Work-
ers Parfy. The Socialist Workers Party fights day by day, in the
trade unions and on the political field to put these ideas |n+o action.

The Socialist Workers Party is made up of workers like you. It is led )
by workers like you. It needs more and constantly more workers
like you, organized to fight for the needs of all the working people.

Take Your Place In Our Ranks

Join the fight for a better world—a socialist world—for yourself
and your children, If you evade the struggle today, if by your in-.
action capﬁahsm continues. to rule, your own children will be blown
to atomic dust in World War lll.

Only if you organize +cday will your chlldren tomorrow have life
and the abundance +o emoy life. :

Fill Out The Appllcahon Blank

The blank at the bottom of this page is for'your convemence. Toar
it out and mail it today.

Join The Soci: ||st Workers Party

The Editors

Ford lgncrés Letter,

cago’s Lake Shore Drive and
‘back of the yards’ look like
equality.”
A Reader
Chicago

g\

Keeps Worker's Stamp
Editor: '
I am sending you a copy of a

. letter I sent to Henry Ford on

October 15. At this date, Decem-
ber 7, he has not replied to my
letter, and is not likely to, Being

|a& very careful, economical soul

he has kapt my ata,mped enve-
lope. - -
NN T T T
Mr. Henry Ford:
In The Militant, under date
of September 29, 1945, it is stat-
ed that four months before the

‘Nazis overran Poland in 1839,

you presented a gift of 25,000
Reiohsmarks to Hitler on his
50th birthday. Is this a fact or
a falsehood? -

If this statement is an accom-
plished fact, are you aware of
the tremendous damage you in-
flicted on the German people?
This gift was a. approval of all
of Hitler’s policies to the Ger-
man people. Well might they
say: “Henry Ford, the greatest
industrialists in the world, has
approved of our Hitler; he can-
not he wrong with the mighty
Henry Ford back of him.”

The news item further states
that you had established a gi-
gantic factory at Cologne, Ger-
many, known as the Ford-Werke
A. G. Your son, Edsel Ford, and
Charles E., Sorenson, vice-pres-
ident of the Ford Motor Co.,
served on its Board of Directors
and established its policy. It is
further stated that your German
Pord Co. provided Hitler with
the bulk of his trucks, command
cars and troop carriers,

Are the statements I have
culled - from The Militant the
truth or are they falsehoods?
Failure to answer this letter will
be your admission of their truth-
fulness,

I am enclosing & self-address-
ed stamped envelope for a reply.
‘Respectfully yours,

- Milten L. Babin
Wullish, Minn.

Asks UAW I‘rossure
Unemployment

Compensation Funds
Editor:

I understand that in New Jer-
sey one cannot collect unem-
ployment compensation in case
of a lockout. I would like, if it is
possible, to give our State Leg-
islature or whoever is responsible
for this act, a blast in our paper.
Hyatt Roller Bearing Division
of General Motors has moved
about 60 nper cent of its employes
to its new plant at Clark Town-
ship. This modern 86-acre plant
was built during the war.

I have been employed at Hydtt
for the past 11 years. I have
been a brother in Locals 511 and
736, UAW-CIO. I have done my
share of picket duty, and would
love. to be there every day, But
it is impossible for me to travel
22 miles to do picket duty—a

44-mile round f{rip every day.

CWe -are-

‘port a

Two War Veterans Demand
An [ml T 0 (apltalut Misery

Editor:

"Recently we were discharged
from the Aimy and were surpris-
ed at the cute way the Govom-
nient goes about telling us we
can’t talk to civilians about our
‘'war experiences, even though the.
war is supposed to he over. What
ts the Government afrald' of?
WI\M does it fear we will tell?

druth?. . o

Now that the war is “over” and
being discharged, we
spend our-last days in the Army
listening to:a series of lectures
given by men specially trained
in:the art of “civilian:readjust-
ment.” And these men seem pe-

 culiarly. untrained in the art-of

talking to men who have.spent
years of their life being. bulldoz-
ed by ninety-day shavetails in
the line, outfits.

. We begin these lectures by as-
sembling in the big hall assign-
ed for the purpose. The officer
in charge comes in, smiles sweet~
ly and says in a nice, refined
tone: ‘“Well, boys, you've done it
again! You've won the war, you
fought a good fight and now
you're going back to civilian life,
Heroes, all of you, heroes! To the
little girls on the corner and to
the old men with walking ca,nes,
you're all heroes!”

When one of the guys i,n the
back of the hall shouts “Why
didn’t you go over and be a hero,
too?” the officer just bows his
head and waits for the crowd to
stop laughing, and then says
humbly enough: “Some of us
had to stay here and fight on
the home front.” (We've seen
good soldiers court-martialed for
saying less than that to an of-
ficer. But now we're heroes—for
the moment, anyway!)

And now comes the pay off.
The officer continues: ¢

“You boys have seen a lot in
combat, a lot that civilians will
want to hear about. You have all
probably been mistreated in one
way or another and have some
hitches coming, Now, please
(that's the first time a lot of
us guys ever heard that word
from an officer's lips!) please
don’t take these bitches to civi~
lians! Bring them ta us, to your
army officials.
help you with your troubles; the
amy and the veterans’ admin-

The uvemge worker here has to |

travel this distance. When we

have to pay high rent, and sup- |,_
family, this is impossible |~
unless we can collect unemploy- |

ment ‘sompensation. .
I think that our International
should put pressure on the State

Legislature so we could have

some source of income. It does
not seem fair that we cannot
collect our own savings, especial-~
Iy when we are in need. The ma-

jority of our brothers and sis- |

ters have been paying. unem-
ployment insurance sinee it start-
ed, and have never received as

" Civilians ean't |

istration are the only ones who
can help you. Talking to civilians,
and especially to the press with-
out consulting the army first, is
likely to cause trouble.” (“Trou-
ble for who?” someone shouts

frébm the rear of the hall, The

question goes unanswered.)

" 'We are just back in the states
end are heroes. We weren’t he-
roes: over there: we were just a
patt of & gigantic war machine
carrying” death and misery to
the -already long suffering peo-
ple of Europe, Asia and Africa,
etc. True, most of the very rich
over there were spared the sufe-
fering, and some of the rich, even
became richer. We saw those
things happen, and we didn't
like it. -

(Maybe it’s things like that
they don't want us to tell eiviv
lians?)

Ahd then we read things in
the ‘press we didn't like, too.
Things in Yank, that ran some-
things like his: “You have fought
the war and won it. You think it
is over now, but it has just be-

gun. Soon you will be returning .
1to civilian life, and your job is

to get In there and work hard
and ‘help pay the gigantic debt
this war has brought on your
government,” If you read it fast
enough, you get it this way: You
won Jtheir war for the big-shots,

{8ucker, now go home and pay

for it!

Okay, but how??? Even a hero
hes to eat; where are the. jobs
that will pay us a living wage,
much less give us enough to pay
for the bloody war we just fought
for them? Maybe they expect us
to pay for the war out of the
$20 weekly unemployment com-
pensation the GI “Bill of Gripes”
offers us. Maybe they think we
can pay for the war out of the
money we will have left over from
the $50 a month they are willing
to pay us to go to school, ‘

Well, maybe it would be a |

good idea for a lot of us to go
to sehool, The kind of school
that will make us smart enough
to let the bloated Wall Street
War-Makers pay for thelr war
themselves —~ out of the blood-
encrusted profits they made out
of the war!

For the Soeialist Revolution,
which will put an end to wars

for Doun-mmoeracy!

Two Veterans, . shortly
removed,
Johnny Eager and

Kent Darrow

mueh as a penny in return, ..
% + A Ru M!

Arlington, N. J.

——emrT

New York
‘Militant Readers
Forum
, In Harlem
.Sunday, Dec. 23
“African Struggles”
Speaker: Cliff Evans

103 W, 110 $¢t., Room 23-
Admission Free 7:30 p.m,

The enthusiastic reception ac-
corded The Militant by workers
who receive  copies at plant
gates, on picket lines, and union.
meetings is reflected in the fol-
iewing excerpts from letters sent
in by partxclpahts in these dis-
tributions.” -

Joe Morgan of Toledo: "Of the
2,000 papers we received on
the General Motors situation,
we have at this' writing only
about 200 left. The papers have
been distributed. to the striking
workers of the Chevrolet Corp.,

Pioneer
‘Notes

" ¥rom Philadelphia we - have
two inspiring letters this week.
The first reads:

“I hate to bother you with
orders so frequently (!) but we
just don’t seem to be able to
keep any literature in stock .. .
the orders of the last few weeks
have been bought up by the
corhrades almost as soon as I've
opened the packages.”

The second letter, accompany-
ing another large order, reports:

"“There seems to be a terrific
intellectual hunger prevalent
among the members of the
Philadelphia branch. Old mem-
bers, new members, ‘highbrows,’
and workers who have had little
previous opportunity before this
to educate themselves, pounce
ravenously. on the literature I
order the moment it comes into
headquarters. Here is another
order. I think there will be an-
other in a few days.”

[ IR 1 *

Prom Milwaukee we hear:

“l would like to report that
recently five copies of A Prac-
tical Program to Kill Jim Crow
were placed in a drug store in
the Negro district. Going back
to see how they were selling I
found that all were sold, The
manager is taking a half dozen
more. What do you think of this
suggestion to further publicize
the pamphlet? An - attractive
poster which would be placed in
the .windows of friendly taverns

‘or drug stores in the Negro dis-

trict?” .
[ N B

A Practieal Program to Kill Jim
Crow by Charles Jackson, 10¢c.
Becond, enlarged edition, rea-
dy for distribution soon. Order
now from Pioneer Publishers,
116 University Place, New

and the now striking Auto:Lite
workers.

“We find the spirit of the
workers very determined. Thew
are not in any mood for half-
way measures. At the Auto-Lite
plant we were received very
warmly, and not a single copy
of The Militant was thrown
away.”

tj * *

From - Detroit,
writes:
itant at a mass picket line of
about 4,000 workers. In spite of
the biting cold weather’the dee
termined workers /were singing
and were cheered by the encour=
aging speeches coming to them
from blasting loud speakers,

Rose Young

the appreciative comments how

darity displayed by ‘The Mili=

tant’s

from coast~-to-coast.” .
*® L] L ]

June Carey of Allentown: “We
dxstributed the last issue of The
Militant &t the gates of the Mack
Corporation. The reception was
excellent. Many workers who
had ‘started at an earlier shiff
came out of the building to get
a paper. In addition, there were
groups standing around outside
in spite of the cold and snowy
weather reading the paper,

“When I attempted to give
several workers our paper, they:
smilingly said: ‘Keep it to give

scription.’

and said he had gotten a sub

He added: ‘It's the - only paper
I've ever read that gave an hon-
est - picture of the problems. of

cover to cover.’”
* * *

- H. Spangler of Connecticut
wrote in the following experi-
ence: “After spending some time
obtaining subscriptions in a
project in Bellevue. Square, we
put our remaining papers under
other doors, planning to call back
the next night.

the worker of the family reading
The Militant. He welcomed us
very warmly and said: ‘My wife
handed me the paper Friday
night, and once I started to read
it, I just couldn’t stop. it’s writ-
ten so clearly, and tells the truth.
I was going to cut out the cou-
pon and send it in for a sub-

York ‘3, N. Y.

scription )

and veterans!

A rising scale of wages!

Unemployment 'insurance

2. Independence of the
government!

Board!

ynions!

Down with Jim Crow!
5. Working class political

workers in all lands!

Our Program:

L. Full employment and job security for all workers

A sliding scale 'of hours! Muee the hom-u of work
with no reduction in pay!

increased cost of living!

Government operation of all idle and government-built
plants ‘under workers’ control!

during the entire period of unemployment!

No restriction on the right to strike!
Withdraw union. repmontntlm from the War Labor

3..Organization of the war veterans by the trade

4. Full equality for Negroes and national minorities’

Establish the workers’ and farmers’ government!
. Bufld the independent labor party!
8. Tax the rich, not the poor!
No taxes on incomes under $5.000 a year!
7. A working class answer to capitalist militarism
Military training of workers, financed by the govern
ment, but under comtrol of the trade uniona!
Trade union wages for all workers in the armed forces!
8. Bolidarity with the revolutionary struggles of the

For the complete independence of the colonial peoples! -
- Withdraw all American troops from forelgn sofl!

Increase wages to meet the

equal to trade union wages

trade unions from the

action!

SociAList WoRKERS ParTY
116 University Place
'Ngw York 3, Ngw York

1 would like
O To jein the Socialist

Gt the Soctattat Wonkons zm, /

O To obtain further information about your or-

Workers Party

ganization.
(] To atten% meetings and forulys of the Socialist
Workcrs arty in my city, .
 NAME oot oF

2 x
(Plegse Printy, ~
*
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“We distributed The Mil- .

“The workers took copies of =~
the paper and we could tell by *

coverage of the .strike .

to some one else. I have a Sube

“One worker came over to me ‘

during our present ocampaign,

the workers, and T read. it from ;

“Wedid this, and in one house -
that we: returned to we found -

it

pleased they were with the solfs - * ' ’

<
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“Mllltant" Subscrlptlon‘[j:j’lrlve Tops Goal
W|th Final Score 10,681 New Readers

ByJ ustine Lang
Campaign Director

10,681 new readers! Thus another subscription cam-
paign has come to a successful conclusion. Once again we
have gone “over the top” by securing 681 subscnptxons

above our projected quota of

Every branch is to be highly
commended for the fine work
done in this campaign. Not only
had they the task of meeting
branch quotas, but in addition
our comrades and friends were
busily engaged in the day to
day -activities of mass work.

Furthermore, they were active
in demonstrations to fight fasc-
ism in Los Angeles, San Fran-
cisco, Detroit, Minneapolis and
other sections of the country.

During this. subscnptlon cam- !

10,000.

paign, Local New York was also
engaged in running two candi-
dates in the municipal elections.
The comrades utilized the elec-
tion campaign to sell subscrip-
tions to “hundreds of workers,
explaining the program of the
Socialist Workers Party as re-
flected in The Militant.

An analysis of our final score-
board reveals some very inter-
esting points.

Reading is the national branch

ace-setter for the third ‘eon=
secutive week with the remark-:
ablé -score of 460 per cemt. St.
Louis is next highest with 376
per cent. It will be recalled that
the former branch challenged all
others having the sanie original
quota, and the concluding score-
board proves that Reading is the
undisputed winner over St.: Louis,
Cincinnati, Rochester and San
‘Diego.

Special commendatlon is due
to Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, -Con-
necticut, Philadelphia, St. Louis
and Reading. for having more
than doubled their
quota.:

more, . Milwaukee, . Portland,
New York Boston, ‘Minneapolis,
San Francisco, Chicago, Buffalo,
Cleveland,

of ‘our national . subséription

quota.

wroté us the following .itém on

ebration: “We ' closed our drive

| people present.

. orlginal :

In addl'tlon outstandmg re—‘
cords were.- also - set. by Balti-.

Detroit,  Allentown-
Bethlehem, Seattle, St..Paul and|
Bayonne. - These branches suc-:
cesstully concluded. their. .share "
campaign . by g‘oing over thexr

Frances' Roberts of Seattlef

their concluding ' campaign -cel-’

m Seattle mth a fned chxcken
dininer ‘at which there were 30
Six of these
were subscribers we had obtain-
ed-in this present campaign.
“The dinner event turned out
to be a recruitment event. We
had not planned it as such, but
it seems that we have reached
a point ‘where every meeting
t'urns into. a ‘Join the Socialist
Workers Party’ meeting. Two of

the people present at our dinner |. .

indicated that they wanted to
become members.”

Our - final pace-setters’

‘each.. )
Chloago, - Connecticut, Pitts-
burgh . and Philadelphia each

‘have .two pace-setters represent-

ing them: in our concluding box.

" Paul - Kujac of Chicago is|

‘Ngtional Pace-setter Number 1

ir- this campaign, having obtain-

ed. the impressive number of 254

‘subs. In-an interview, Paul was

‘asked ' to “account for this’ out-
standing achievement,; to which
he replied:  “Very simple—you
just' work: like hell.”. It’s his

_contention that The Militant has

box
shows - Detroit and New York| 'y
|are tied for top representation,| ..~
with three national pace- setbers

,«»By Clara Kaye
CHICAGO, Dec. 11 — Amass-
ing a grand total of 254 Militant
subscriptions in the eight-week
campaign, Comrade Paul Kujac
of Chicago, has steadily over-
taken all competitors to emerge
as national champion.

All participants in the sub
drive and readers of The Mili-
tant will be vitally interested in
| the reasons for Paul’s pheno-
menal success as a salesman for
socialism. The secret? “Very
simple,” says Paul. “You just
work like hell.” .

Yes, Paul Kujac and all the
others who fought fatigue and
the elements to get out and can-
vass working class neighborhoods
for subs, bear testimony to the
energy, determination, and dog-
ged perserverance .of revolu-
tionary Marxists in their fight to

'?V"l‘he Militant subseription spread the great principles . of

| Paul Kujac, National Ci amplonx

Sub-Getter, Tells How He Did It

soclalism throughout the world.
As Paul phrases it: "Trotskyists
must and do have unflagging de-

votion. The Militant is the best,

working -class paper in the coun-
try, and sells itself. The individ-
ual can oontribute only  time,
time and more time.”

‘Paul points out that he couldn’t
possibly be. 25 times as ‘“good”
as the salesmen who sells 11 subs
—but he does spend-25 times. as
much time! He believes firmly
that “more time spent by more
participants” will result in 100,-
000 new Militant readers in the
next campaign.

PAUL EXPERIMENTS

The first day Paul went out,
he sold only one sub in three
hours. In the following days and
nights, he experimented with
various forms of sales technique
and degrees of political ap-
proach. Discarding - the ineffec-

campaign has gone over its
quota of 10,000 new readers.:
The large figure above repre-
‘sents the final total, 10,681,

become a beacon of hope: and
inspiration to the advanced sec-
tion of the American working
.class, and “our revolutionary
paper is the’ best organizer of
‘the party.”

As reported previously awards

WRIGHT GIVES
IN LA. ON BRITISH LABOR

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 2 — Climaxing a week-end of in-
tensive speaking activity in Los Angeles and San Pedro,
John G. Wright, Associdte Editor of The Militant, -now. on
a national tour for the Socialist Workers Party, today de-
livered a talk over radio station KFOX. Speaking on a pro-.
gram sponsored by the Los ®

RADIO TALK

the  electoral victory of the

tual and applymg the mos!
cessful measures' ultlma.tel d
sulted in a generally oonsxstem;
average of four subs pe} hour,
Paul insists that many comrades
have higher hourly averages,but®
do not stay out long: eﬁoum
“It's during the second'and-th
and fourth hours that-‘these to-%
tals really begin to mount.”..:%
It was natural that in the*
course of his activity Paul should
come into contact with many >
workers definitely ready  for -
membership in the . Socialist
Workers Party. The next: task of
the party, he claims, is o reap

‘the fruits of the labor expended 34

in«the campaign and recruit all
these avid new Militant readers 2

INCREASED MILITANCY

The wealth of incidents he ex:
perienced and impressions he ds
rived, are the cause for Pa
greatest enthusiasm. He :citesa.
especially the increasing ‘mili-
tancy and class-consclousness )
the Negro worker, who as

working class, has loglcally
come the most politically ~ad
wanhced. Paul continually ‘en
phasizes the role of the’ pa.rty
leading the fight against raci
discrimination.

“The next period wul _pro
the enlightened political s
of the Negro workers,” ]

Branches of the

' -Secialist Workers Party Quotas Subs Cent

" Reading : 50 230 460
- St. Louis 50 189 376
Philadelphia 300 758 253
Connecticut 100 237 237

. Cincinnati_ 50 118 236
. Pittsburgh 100 201 201"
" Baltimore 100 150 150
Milwaukee 100 137 137

| Pportiana 75 94 125
. New York 2000 2384 119
- Beoston - 200 233 117
. Minneapolis- 300 348 116
San Francisco 300 340 11
Chicago ... 1000 1033 103
Buffalo 300 308 102,
Cleveland 200 204 102

- Detroit .. 3 1000 1007 101
‘Allentown-Bethlehem. .......... reverevesssenss 100 101 101
- Seattle 300 305 101
- St Paul 100 100 100

- Bayonne 100 100 100
. Newsrk 300 261 87
" Rochester 50 39 78
Los Angeles 1500 1140 76
Flint ennens 200 130 65

- Youngstown . 300 164 , 55
.Akron. ; ; 300 157 52
San Diego - 50 26 52

. Toledo ... 300 95 32
Kansas City — 7 —_
. Groups, Members-at-la,rge

and Priends ... 175 85 48
Total ... _ ...10,000 10,681 107

" MILITANT PACE-SETTERS

‘The. t.wenty-one who have sold 'he ‘highest number of subs.

" Name' ' i Sub Sold
Paul Kujac . ‘ 254

i - C.- Raymond .. - 162
- Ernest: Drake - 155
7. Mike Warren § o 146-
“-Theresa ‘Stone". Philadelphia 142
Rudy- Rhodes. - 8¢, Louis 141

- Bill * Férence ..... ... Minneapolis - ) 116
‘H. Spangler Connecticut - - 107
Joe Simmons .-Philadelphia - 105
Rigo ‘Carli .. Detroit = 101
“E. Jarvis*... .. Clncinnati - 100 .
‘Eloise Gordon  ......l0.. ... Pittsburgh 99

" Red Burnell .. 'C‘helsea, New York 82
G. Roberts ) 87

) 'Ruth ‘Mass 86
Albert ' Conwa, 76

."East Side; New York’

of books by Leon Trotsky go to
our national pace-setters. Pio-
neer Publishers has advised us
that both the prize for the ten.
highest, “The FPirst Five Years

‘Angeles Sentinel, largest Ne-
-gro newspaper in the west,
Wright discussed British im-
perialist foreign policy and
‘the policies of the labor gov-

_ Connije Locke 73
J. Singer .,....... Connectlcut 69
. Bob Kingsley . .Cleveland - 68
‘Margaret Moran . .Chicago .+ ‘ 66

" 'Don Barry L East Side, New York T 66

of the Comintern” and for the
others, “The Revolution Be-
trayed,” are available. They
will be distributed soon.

ernment, drawing the lessons
for the American workers.

LIVELY DISCUSSION

On Friday night, November
30, he spoke before an audlence
of 35 in San Pedro and on Sat-
urday to one of more than 100
in Los Angeles. Sunday after-
noon, directly after the broad-
cast, he was present at a social
held for the sub-getters who had
been out all morning selling sub-
scriptions to The Militant. On
Tuesday, December 4, he is to
speak at San Diego and return
to Los Angeles the next day
where he will lead a discussion
with Socialist - Workers Party
members on educational work.

Detroit Readers:

Hear Radio Talks By
ARTHUR BURCH,
SWP Organizer

on
‘The Political and Labor
¢ Situation Today’
Station WJLB—1400 ke.

Sunday, Dec. 23, 2:15 p.m.
Sunday, Dec, 30, 2:15 p. m.

His lecture, which . discusses

states. “They will join our part
by hundreds and thousa.nds
strengthen us ih our fight ag
the degenerate ,capita’list
tem.

. Today, Comrade Kujac.is- the,
organizer of Chicago’s South Side
branch, carrying on hlS wor
with the same reyolutionary ar
dor that characterized his
years in the mass moveme_
& union leader, as an ‘org:
in the unemployed moveme!
the 30’s, and as a Trotskyis
-He emphatically states;
“our . revolutionary paper is th
best organizer of the party::
new recruits testify to this, .
this influence is expressing i 5
daily in the trade unions: an&
in the growth of our party. The
Militant has become a beacon of.
hope and inspiration to. the a

tanced section of the Ameri ,

British' Labor - Party and- ana-
lyzes the political development
of the working class in the Unit-
ed States, evoked a great deal
of interest. Questlon and - dis-
cussion’ periods were lively.

At the Los Angeles meeting a
GM. worker who is now out on
strike, took the floor. He’ ob-
served that in the course of the
strike the workers -had taken
great strides to the left. In the
same way the entire working-
class will take a great leap.to
the left when the class struggle
reaches its heights in periods of
crisis. -

At the conclusion of the dis-
cussion in both San Pedro and
Los Angeles Comrade “Wright
urged members of the audience
to -join - the Socialist Workers
Party. In response to his ap-

peal, one person joined in San
Pedro and two in Los: Angeles.

working class.”

THE HISTORY OF

Premous installments of Comrade Ccannon’s book described
the emergence of the American Communist Party out of the
left wing of the Socialist Party in 1919, the expulsion of the
Trotskyists in’ 1928, the formation of a new party and the
- Minneapolis Strikes of 1934. In 1935, the Trotskytsts turned
their altention to a growing left wing tendency in the Social-
ist Party

We tried to educate not only the comrades involved in Allen-
town, but the whole party on what conciliation with Stalinism
means in & revolutionary sense. But this work was hampered by
the fact that these people were personal friends of Muste and that
Muste protected them. For factional reasons he protected his
friends against those, who he admitted, were defending a correct
political line. Instead of taking a clear stand with us, and join-
ing with us to put pressure on the Allentown people, he would step
n between us and them, blur the issue and prevent any kind of
disciplinary action even .in the most flagrant violations. Blinded
hy the intensity of the factional fight, Muste put the thing on a
factional basis, protecting his friends. That is one of the gravest
offenses against the revolutionary party. What has to be protected
n the party, first of all, are the principles of Bolshevism.

I one has friends, the best thing he ean do for them is to
$wach them the principles of Bolshevism, not to protect them in
their error. If you don’t, not dnly do your friends go to the
devil, but you go with them. The friendship business is all right for
Tammany Hall, which is based on the exchange of pérsonal favors.
But friendship which is a very good thing in personal life, must
always be subordinated to principles and the interests of the move-
ment. I said to Muste after one of those exhibitions: “You are
going to be terribly shocked some morning when you wake up and
discover a Stalinist nucleus in Auentown trying to betray the-

party.” )

- *He -wouldn’t, listen, but persisted in his fatal course. - And he
was assisted in this crime by those who knew better. Muste was
not a man of long experience in the tradition and the doctrines
of Bolshevism. That might be said in his extenuation. But Muste
was supported and egged on’ in this shielding of Stalinist ten-
dencies and elements for factional reasons by Abern and his little
clique. And I won’t say anything more about these people here
because I have said all that need be said apout them in my book,
The Struggle for a Proletarian Party.

This adventure of Muste and Abern had a terrific kickback
in the convention in March 1936. Then, in return for his coddling
- and covering up and protecting of the Stalinist tendencies in' Al-
lentown, Muste was rewarded by the announcement in the ‘Daily
Worker, on the day our convention opened, that Reich, Hallett
and Johnson had joined the Communist Party! Muste’s “friends”
issued - a. statement denouncing the “counter-revolutionary Trot-
skyists,” on the very morning that our convention opened. This
was the final devastating blow to the Muste-Abern faction, which
had already been discredited enough. They had to suffer the
final disgrace of seeing a group of people, whom they had pro-
tected for factional reasons, turning out to be Stalinist agents
trying to: demoralize’ and split our convention on the day it opened.
Fortunately, the traitors were completely isolated; their action re-
mained only a personal episode, and did not disturb the conven-
tion or the party in any way whatever. It only discredited the
faction that had covered them up so blindly in the preceding
months. By the same token, this denouement reinforced the auth-
ority of the majority faction, which had followed a clearly nrin-
cipled line and was in no way involved in the scandal.

The Big Majority in Favor of Entry

‘We had an overwhelming majority at the convention. The
minority, which was a very small minority by then, accepted the
decision. There was nothing else they could do. At the Socialist
Party convention in Cleveland a few weeks later, the split with
the Right Wing was completed on a national scale, and our mem-
bers all over the country began joining the Socialist Party as
individuals under the direction of the national leadership. We sus-
pected a double-cross even at that late date. Our advice to our
comrades everywhere was: “Hurry, don’t delay. Deon’t dicker for
terms bt get into the Socialist Party while there is time. Don’t
Mmmmmmswhmhwmngethemamm

it by political-and ‘economic factors beyond its control.

T

SKYIS)

—by

ENTRY INTO S.P. WAS POLITICAL TASK

' for reopening. the question and changmg their minds.” -

" We received no welcome, no friendly salute, no notice in the
press of the Socialist Party. Nothing was offered to us.  No one
of the leaders of our party was offered so much as a post as branch
organizer by these cheapska'oes—-—not one. The Stalinists were
howling at the top of their voices: “You will never be able to digest
these Trotskyists.” They were warning them what would happen
when the Trotskylsts came.in. And this was scaring the “Militants”

| blue in the face. It was a shabby business—the way they received

us. If we had had beén subjective people standing on our honor,
we might have said, “To hell with it!” and walked away. But we
didn’t, because we were serving political ends.

We didn’t construe all' these humiliating - concessions we had
made as conciliation wlth the centrists. 'We just said to ourselves:
that is blackmml we are paying for the privilege of carrying out
an historlcally important political task.

We went into the’ Socialist Party confidently because we knew
that we had a dlsclplined group and a program that was bound
in the end to prevail. When, & little later, the leaders of the
Socialist Party began to repent of the whole business; wishing
they had never heard the name of Trotskylsm wishing to reconsider
their decision to admit us, it was already too late. Our people
were already inside the Socialist Party and beginning their work
of integrating themselvés in the “local orga.mza,tlons We issued a
declaration in the last number of T’HE MILITANT, published in
June 1936, announcing ‘that we were ‘joining the Socialist Party
and  suspending THE MILITANT We stated our position very
clearly, so that nobody could misunderstand us; no one could have
any ground to believe that we were Jomlng as capitulabors, as
renégades from Communism.  We said: “We enter the Socialist
Party as we are, with®our ‘ideas.” These world-conquering ideas
once again ‘were on- the march And ‘there: wa.s a fruit-ful year of
work ahead of us in: the Soclalxst Party.

CHAPTER XII
The Tnotskylsts In The Soclahst Party

, 'I'he last leotnre in thls series deals thlh the period of approx-
imately one’ year that ‘we - spent ins1de the Socialist Party and the
six months during which: we were neither ‘in nor out, but on our
way to another destination.: ‘In:the course of these lectum I have
emphasized repeatedly that the tactics of a party are imposed upon
The task
of political: leadershlp is to understand what is possible and neces-
sary in a. given situation, and what is’ hot possible and not neces-
éary. This may be said to be the gist of political leadership.” The
activities of a revolutionary party, that is, a’ Marxist Party, are
conditioned by ~objective ‘circumstances. ' = These circumstances
sometimes " impose défeat and isolation upoh the party despite
anything that carn be done by the leadership and the membership.
In other smuatxons the objective: circumstances create possibilities
for successes and advances, but at the same time limit them. The
party always moves within: a- set- of ‘social factors not made by
itself. - They are features “of - the prooess of bhe development of
soexety o

There a.re times ‘when the: besL leadershlp ca.nnot move the
party forward by a. single . dnch. For éxample, Marx and Engels,
the greatest of all the teachérs and leaders of our movement,
remained isolated - practically throughout their entire lives. . They
could not even create a substantial group in England where they
lived ‘and: worked during the period of their maturity. This was not

'due to errors on their part and certaninly not to incapacity, but to

external factors beyond their .control. The British workers were
not: yet ready to hear the revolutionary word.

During the long period of reaction and stagnation, which grip-
ped the ‘world labor ‘movement in the first years of our existence
as & Trotskyist movement it this oountry, namely from 1928 until
1934, we:could not avoid isolation. ‘That was the time when the

‘whole ’ weight ‘of the world seemed to bear down upon a small

group,. .2 small - handful of m'econcila,blw That was the time
when fainthearted people espeoxally those without a theoretical
grasp of the natiire of modern society and the laws working within
1tmfavordmsesleadinetomvolum,fenhwtbemys1de That

was the time when only the Trotskyists, ‘the bona fide Marxlst,s
foresaw, in the period of darkest reaction and isolation, that a
new rise was bound to come and consciously prepared for it in
two ways: first, by elaborating the program which would equip
the party for the new time; and, secondly, by assembling. the pre-
liminary cadres of the future revolutionary party and  inspiring
them to hold on with faith in the future. This faith in’ the future
was justified as we have seen in some of the preceding lectures.

When the log jam in the world labor movement began to break
up, especially beginning with 1934, a new movement of the masses
was to be seen in this country, and all over the world. When that
new situation began to reveal itself we were put to the test and
given our opportunity. That was no longer the time to remain
contentedly in isolation, clarifying principles. That was the time

‘to bestir ourselves and apply those principles in action in the life

of the surging class struggle. Our determination to do this, our
recognition that the opportunity was before us, and our determina-
tion to grasp that opportunity, brought us into conflict with the
sectarians, the ultra-leftists. We had to fight them, we had to de-
feat them, in order to go forward. We did that. In the Minnea-
polis strike we took a step forward in the ecomomic mass move-
ment. The fusion with the American Workers Party was an-
other important step along the road toward the development of
a serious Marxist Party in the United States. But these progres-
sive actions were only steps, and we had to recognize the limited-
ness of the accomplishments. Political initiative and resolute ac-

,tions in more complicated situations were. still required of wus.

In Politics Time Does Not Wait

The entry of our group into the Socialist Party of the United
States was a still more important step along the complicated, wind-
ing, long drawn-out path toward the creation of a party that will

“eventually lead the proletariat of America to victory in the so-

cialist revolution. That step, the entry into the Socialist Party,
was taken by us at just the right time. Time is always an im-
portant consideration in politics. Time does not wait. Alas for the |
political leader who forgets it. There is a legal expression: “Time
is of the essence of the contract.” Ten times, a thousand times
more does that apply in politics. It is not only what you do that
decides, but when you do it; whether you do it at the right moment.

It was not possible for us to join the Socialist Party earlier

. than we did, and if we had tried it later, it would have been

too late. The heterogeneous Socialist Party that was attracting
so much of our attention in those days, this centrist mishmash,
this headless, helpless party, was buffeted by external events and
squeezed by all kinds of pressures. The party itself was not viable.
It was already in the stage of violent ferment and disintegration
in 1936 at the time of our entry. The Socialist Party was destined,
in any case, to be torn apart. The only question was how and along
what lines the disintegration and eventual destruction of the his-
torically unviable party would take place.

There was a powerful, though not yet fully conscious move-
ment in the Socialist Party toward reconciliation with the Roose-
velt administration, and thereby with bourgeois society. The
propaganda and material resources of the well-heeled apparatus of
the Communist Party pressed heavily upon the leaderless Socialist

.workers. The question was: Would the potentially revolutionary
ielement of the centrist party—the worker activists and rebellious

youth—be enguifed by these forces? Or, would they bé fused with
the cadres of Trotskyism and brought over to the road of the pro-
letarian revolution? This could be tested only by our entry into
the Socialist Party. It was not possible for the Trotskyists to come
into contact with these potenrmally revolutionary elements of the
Socialist Party otherwise than by joining the Socialist Party, for
the simple reason that they showed no- disposition to join our
party. Organizational fetishism had to be cast aside. - Tt had
to give place to the demands of political necessity, Wthch always
stand above organizational consideration.

Our entry into the Socialist Party took place against a back-
ground of great events which were in process of unfolding, both
at home and on a world scale. The sit-down strikes in France, a
veritable revolution, were taking place at the very moment we were
arranging to join the Socialist Party. The second big upsurge of.the
CIO, destined to carry this tremendous movement to greater heights

. ho doubt that such errors and neglected opportunities “ean: be
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in numerical strength, in mass militancy, anﬂ i:n its com'posiﬁon =
of the basic lower strata of the proletariat—this second big up~

surge was in the beginning of its development at that time, in:the
Spring. of .1936. . The CTO rebellion was partly influenced, - '
doubtedly, by the sit-down strikes in France. The Spanish civif
war was about to break out in full force; and to raise once againy
in the most acute manner, the prospect of a second viotory. of the.
proletarian revolution in Europe. The Spanish revolution had with-.
in it the possibility of changing the whole face of Europe if
should succeed. . A few months afterwards the Moscow tna.ig
were to shake the whole world.

Our Party Gains Valuable Political Ecperlence

. This great panorama-of world-shaking events—and the rise’
of the CIO was not less important than the others in my judg-
ment, from a world historical point . of view—created the me
favorable auspices for a forward march of the Marxist vanguas
There was no lack of political interest, no lack of mass activitie,
nio lack of an adequate field for the operation of Marxist revolu-~ -
tionists at the time when we were conducting our activity within the
framework of the Socialist Party. If we were worth our salt under
such objective conditions, we were bound to gain. We would have
had to be the worst kind of leadership; we would almost have had
to set out consciously to defeat ourselves in order to fail to gam 3
m such favorable circumstances as those. ‘ i

Our work in the Socialist Party, when viewed in retrospect,
was by no' means free from errors and neglected opportum‘bles
There is no doubt at all that the leaders of our movement adapted
themselves a little too much to the centrist officialdom.of.the So—
cialist Party. A certain amount of formal adaptation was a,bsolutely
necessary in order to gain the possibilities of normal work in the
organization. But this adaptation undoubtedly was carned too,.
in some cases and led to illusions and fostered deviations on
part of some members of our movement. There is no doubt ut
all-that after the entry too much time was spent in negotmtions
and palaver with the leaders of the New York “Militants” group—
Zam, Tyler and other Lilliputians of this type, who had a,bsolu’bely
no real power in the party, and whose strategic position was®
transitory one rather than that of real influence over the ranl
of the party. There is no doubt that in carrying out the political
maneuver of entry into the Socialist Party and concentration on
the political problems raised within the Socialist Party, we negleet-
ed to do as much mass work as might have been ‘done. Theré

charged against us. But, on the whole, with the advice and
guidance of Trotsky,—a decisive factor in all this work—-—we
complished our main task. :
; We ‘accumulated invaluable political experience, and ‘we more

than doubled our forces as a result of the entry and one year's
work in the Socialist Party. We began our work very modestly and
according to plan. Our first prescription for our people was: Pens*

trate the organizatlon, become integrated into the party, plun
practical work and thus establish a certain moral authority . wif
the rank and file of the party; establish friendly personal rela,tlons,
especially with those elements of the party who are activists and
therefore potentially of some use. Our plan was to let the pohtlca.l
issues develop normally, as we were sure they would. We didn’t
have to force discussion or to initiate the faction struggle artifici=.
‘ally. We could well afford to let the political issues unfold lmd% ;
‘the impact of world events. And we didn’t have long to wait. :
' The situation was vastly “different from that of our eaﬂy o
years when the general reaction and stagnation held us down, N
objective factors worked in favor of -the revolutiohists and crea :
the conditions and opportunities they needed to move forward: The "

Spanish Civil-War bezan in July 1936 with the insurrection:led
by Franco and the great counter-attack of the workers.. The Most=
cow trials broke over a startled world in August, a few monthe
after we had joined the Socialist Party. These were issues of world{
significance, and consequently. they became known as “Trotsk’ylst"

issues. As far back as 1928 it had been recognized by our enemies,

even by the most ignorant, that Trotskyism is no provincial dogmia. '
Trotskyism is a movement of world scope, and world perspective, .
Trotskyism prooeeds from the standpoint df internationalism.;
concerns itself with the problems of the proletariat in all.
the world. ‘




~ ing us a.s “Hitlero-Trotskyites.”
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Edztorml Note:

Ras: :mst been received from Europe by THE MILI TANT,
An. leaflet form, it is signed by the European sections of the Fourth International,

he Trotskyls
7|th The Heroic German

The following manifesto. proclaiming solidarity with the German workers,
Printed in the German language and is- 9

This call

,fqr fnternational support of the German ‘proletariat demonsirates that the Trotskyists alone re-

© < mgin true to the heritage of the martyred revolutionary leaders of the German workers, Liebknecht. &
m Luxembury. In their spirit, the Trotskyiats alo ne earry Jorward the wark of the socialist revolu-

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY
~ With the German Proletariat

mtlerda.scism lies prostrate-—broken by arm- .

. .d powerwand it would seem that a breathing

for humanity is possible. Finally, after

13 years of frightful suppression and five. ter-

" yible years of war, full of blood and tears, it

..;.Muld seem that the working people of Germany

“aiove all should be free to breathe and hope
fora better future.

But it is turning out quite differently, The le
‘propagated through the years by Goebbels” pro-
menda machine—that Hitler and the German
/edple are one and the same—has now become
ﬂ\e official pretext for the treatment imposed
Wy the victorious Allied powers, Vansittart in
¥pgland, Morgenthau in America, and Ehren-
byrg in Russia all preach with equal hatred that

the entire ‘German people bear the guilt for -

mt.lers crimes. The partitioning of Germany,
He ‘annexation of territories, the forced agrar-
me.tlon of Germany, the plundering of mach-
ines from factories, requisitioning of all types,
the eonfiscation of arms, deportations, the evac-
uatzon of ‘millions from their native homes, the
hunger blockade, reparations running into bil-
R ‘n.s_.-this is the “Peace” given the German
mple under the excuse that they are collective~
Sy s'uilty
" German working people in the cities and on
the farms! In this situation, we, the Interna-
tional Communists, feel obligated to stand by
#you with all the power and conviction of our
olsis solidarity, Understand that we are not

' Soelal Democrats—who with cowardly oppor-

tvmlsm support the label of collective guilt and
" apt as agents of Anglo-American and French
{mperialism in Western Germany. Understand

. siso that we are not Stalinists—who shout stil}

loYder under Russian coramand in declaring the
German people guilty and who hail the annex-

.’i,rlt ‘of Lenin and in the tradition of the for
glorious Russian October revolution. We
ly: defend the basic: principles. of this re=

"f‘ffvolutlon when we oppose all. imperialist ex-

- ploltation. and assaults no matter from what

power they come and no matter agalnst whom -
: 'they are directed.

| Today it is you, the Glerman proletariat, the

burg; ‘who above all need the solidarity ot
ﬁ}e proletariat 6f other countries, !

We International Communists wish to testlfy

. for.you, the Gierman proletariat, who have stood ™
_bo:a ‘man through hundreds of class’ ‘battles,
blaeding abt a thousand wounds, you, who have

lo;t ‘tens of " thousands of your best representa-
Hves In concentration camps. We do this de-
‘Spite the fact that we know we shall suffer
ugmecutxon and the lies of the prostitutes of
the press and corrupt labor bureaucrats label-
‘ Let them at-
" tagk "us,” Solidarity remains. solidarity. And
tmth remains truth despite everything.

" Truth demands that we tell the world ‘prole-

: tma.t Hitler-fascism was not a pure “Grerman”
phenomenon, but the most violent dictatorship
of German monopoly capitalism against the
Genmn working people. . Hitler ﬂrst waged war

i alions in the East carried out by the same Stalin
‘who once declared he didn’t want an inch of |
forelem territory. We are Communists in the

oletariat of Karl Liebknecht and Rgsa Lux- -

against the German proletariat before launch-
ing into World War, Hitler had to smash the
German workers’ organizations and slaughter
the entire workers' leadership before he could
build his war machine unmolested and then
commit his war crimes. 80 long as Hitler di-
rected his butchery against the CGerman pro-

<etariat, the foreign capitalista backed him, It

was the foreign capitalists who encouraged and

© did husiness with Hitler. The guilt of inter-

national capitalism in supporting Hitler~-fasc-
ism is only underlined in retrospect when it
plastera the label of “guilty” on the German
people in order to squeeze billions in reparations
out of them, ,
Truth further demands that we note the
Second World -‘War broke out when Hitler at-
tempted” in the interests of German monopoly

capitalism to secure a world redivision of mars.

kets and spheres of influence. If Hitler, re~
presenting belated German imperialism on the
world market, appears as the agegressor, the
other imperialists cannot théreby be labelled
peace-loving democrats, since they simply de-
fended imperialist robberies made at an earlier
stage. - Their lack of innocence is all the more
emphasized by the fact that scarcely did they
militarily defeat their competitor Hitler than
they began new imperialist quarrels among

themselves, organizing new blocs and laying the.

foundation for another war, And these im-
perialist squabbles are being fought at the ex-
pense of the German proletariat in particular,

Capitalism Is The:Culprit

We International  Communists therefore de-
nounece as the main culprit above all the capital-
fat system which creates war and fasclsm.

“say to the German proletariai and all other
workers that the fall of Hitler-fascism has not

. assured world peace. Peace can he secured only

through the struggle for soclalism and the Soe-
“falist United States of the World. °

‘But from the viewpoint of the working class,
to fix responsibility it is necessary first of all
to point to the former leaders of the German
proletariat,

From the murder of Liebknecht{ under Noske
to the Admiristration of Severing, a straight

path leads to the development of Hitler, a path
- passing through the whole. coalition politics of

_the Social’ Democrats, and their participation
in the capitalist government. The Stalinist lead-
_ership on their part with their idiotic theory

of “Soclal-fascism” contributed decisively, . to
the victory of Hitler by deepening the split in
the already broken: class' unity: and thereby

. further weakening the German proletariat, -
‘The German workers, despite-the betrayal of -

their leadership, heroically defended themselv-~
o8, The thousands of martyrs alone make the
thesis of “collective 'guilt” an insult to these
heroes of the German proletariat. Even up to
the end,” when the Allied armies were laying
carpets of bombs over the workers' sections and
serjously paralyzing any full-scale resistance
against Hitler, the German revolutionary work-
ers engaged In strikes and demonstrations
against fascism. Deserters from the German
army together with foreign werkers rose against
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Seocialist Workers Party
Branch Activities

We'

AERON — Visit The Militant
}C'lub 405-6 Everett Bldg., 39

10088, Pacific, Room 214,
Socialist Yeuth Club, First

Circulating library. Class on
Fundamentals of Marxism eve

“ _every Sunday,

'6 TROIT — SWP Open House

“-WSAS GITY-—SWP Branch

Bast- Market St, open Tues.

and’Thurs. 2 to 4 pm.; Mon,,|

‘.VWea Fri7to9pm

OWN - BETHLEHEM —
?ublio (discussion -meeting on
current topics every Thursday,
8 pm,, at Militant Labor For-
‘um, §. E. corner Front and
;!!ammo.n Streets Allentown.

'/"'NSTON--Orﬂce at 30 Stuart

.yrdays from noon until § p.m,,
‘Tuesdays,  Wednesdays and
~ -Fridays !mm"lzao to 9:30 p.m.

W'FALO o Every Saturday
:ﬂ night, Current Events Discus-
slon and Open House, at Mili~
tmt I"orum, 629 Maln ‘8t., 2nd

BT e .

+CHICAGO — Visit the Chicago|

8WP- headquarters, 160 N.

‘Wells, R. 817. Open 11 a.m. to
8 p.m. every day except Sun-
a8y,

‘Tel, De&rborn 7562,

VLAND—Mlhtant Forum
8:30 p.m. at
‘Wch’s Hall 1446 E, 82nd st.

every.- Saturday. at 6108 Lin-
swood. . Forums on topical
q,xestmns every Sunday, 8 p.m.

~.8t.- Open Mondays and Sat-

. 'meets Saturday, 8 pm. Rm,
203, :Studio" Bldg,, 418 E, 9th
m. tor study and discussion.

: mwwvonms-isuy The Mili-
‘tant; - '4th' ‘International and
. pamphlets at Socialist Workers

203, Los Angeles 12. SAN PED-

' Party 145 So. Broadway, Room.|-

Anniversary Stpper, 8at., Dec.
22, 7T p.m. Viadeck Center 126
N 8t Louis 8t,
Ll L]
MILWAUKEE Visit the Mil-
waukee branch of the SWP at
its headquarters, 424 E, Wells
8t., any evening from 7:30.
. » . L}

MINNEAPOLIS~-Visit the Labor
Book Store, 10 South 4th St.,
open 10 am. to 5 p.m, daily.

Attend the Twin Cities Sun-~

- day Forum held every Sundoy.’

3.30 p.m,
» 8w .
NEWARK-‘—Open forum every
Friday at the Progressive
Workers' School, 428 Spring-
“field Ave., at 8:30.
’t » *
NEW YORK-—Regisiration open
at 118 University Pl, for class-
es In Principles of Marxism,
Public Speaking and Parlia-
mentary Procedure.
. Harlem Discussion Group
meets every Sunday night 7.:30
p.m, to discuss “Labor and Ne-

gro Struggles,” at 103  West

110 St,, Roam 23. Office open
‘Wednesday, Saturday, 1 to 5.
: L] ® *.

PHILADELPHIA — SWP Head-
quarters, 405 W, Girard 'Ave.

Open forums every Friday 8|

pm. on current topics.

Dec. 21-—Ben. Josephs will
speak on “The Jews In Post-
war Europe.” oo
~ ‘Boelalist Youth Group meets
on alternate Sa,turdays, 8 pm,

FHTSBURGII—-M“M&M Re&d-
ing Room, Seely Bldg., 5905
Penn Ave., cornmer Penn. Ave.
& Beatty St., E. Liberty. Open
Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday 7

: RO, Socialist Workers Party,

to 9, and Saturday 2-9 p.m.

5

ery Sunday evening,
* »* R 3

PORTLAND, Ore. — WVisit the.

SWP headquarters, 134 8. W.
Washington, 3rd Floor, Tel
ATwater 3992, Open 1 to
4 pm, daily except Sunday,
and 6 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday
and Ftiday.
LI .
SAN FRANCISCQ — Visit the
San PFrancisco School of Social
Bcience, 305 Grant Ave,, cor-
ner of Grant and Sutter, 4th
floor; open from 12 noon to
3 pm, Monday through Sat-
urday, and T to 9 p.m, Mon-
day through Friday,

SEATTLE—-—Study groups every
Friday, 7:46 p.m., at Seattle
School of Social Sclence,
1919'% Second Ave.: 1. Imper-
falism; 2, Introduction to So-
clalism.

] L] *

ST. LOUIS-—Visit our headquar-
ters, 1023 N. Grand Blvd., Rm.
312, open Monday through
Saturday from 12 to 2 p.m.;
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
from 8 to 10 p.m,

B * x ¥

TOLEDO—Forums every Tues-
day.. 8:45 pm, Roi Davis
Bldg., Room 304, 905 Jeffer-
son Ave. Open evenings, 7-9,
Thursday- Classes; Fundamen-
tals of Mdrxism, 7:30 p.m. Hig~
tory-of 3rd International, 8: 50
p.m.

®. % =

YOUNGSTOWN — Youngstown

. School of Social Science, 225
N.: Phelps 8t., open to public
Tuesday .and Saturday ‘after-
noon -from 2 to 5; also 7:30 to
9:30 pm.,” Monday :through
Thursday.

Call For Soll

'OI‘ T ers

1 Displaced Families In. Ge i-‘m"any "

Millions of famllies, torn from their homes by the Allies, are swelling the ranks of the

masses uprooted by the war and now wandering in central Europe.
was taken at the railway yards at Bamberg, Germany, last ngy.k,
adequate clothing, these people face death during the oomlng ‘winter.

The above photograph
Lacking food, shelter, and

the SS. In some towns the workers in daring
msurrections even seized power before the Al-
lied armies arrived. :

These same'military powers, who blame the
German people for not overthrowjng Hitler, did
everything to hquidate and suppress the news
of these uprisings, In the final analysis the
victorious imperialists, as well as the defeated
Hitler-fascists and the now hypocritically
democratic German bourgeoisie, all find their
main enemy to be the proletarian revolution.
The treatment of the German people on the
principle of collective-guilt provides. the fasc-

the murky waters of nationalism

“{s -all the greater since,if -the «Gegrm’&h*peopie

are collectively guilty then the Nazis who are

punishment.

No T rust In Bourgeoisie

utilizing their connections with the infernational
trusts to reorganize their class front against the
German proletariat, and who want to make a
pact with the foreign imperialists-to load Ger-
man reparations on the backs of the German
people.

We International Communlsts in the so-called

| victor countries therefore see in you German

workers and farmers vlctxms whom we are duty
bound to help

In the spirit of Lenin we are ready to fight
together with you for your 1e1ease from the
imperlahst yoke, %

We protest with you against the partitioning
of Germany, against the confiscations, requisi-
tions and against the billions in reparations,

- We greet every instance of fraternization be-
tween the soldiers of the occupation armies and

for imperialist and reactionary purposes against
the German workers.
the leaflet—Translator) . . . and forced labor.
We demand trade union rights, decent wages,
houses worthy of human dignity, and adequate
food for all these German workers deported
abroad for reconstruction work.

Together with you we demand the treatment
of war prisoners in accordance with the humane
Red Cross rules, and their earliest *\ossmle re-
lease,

We are against the evacuation of millions of
working people from their native homes., We

stifles the German workers and first of all theéir
children, and threatens the world with’ eplde-
mics. We are for brotherly mutual aid,

people.

We International Communists will nght tor
these demands wherever we are., We will try to
organize the proletariat of all lands to conduct
this struggle We owe this to the téachlngs of

ists precisely with new possihilitie to flsh in
. imperialists; ‘for the task of fréetig“the work-

the real guilty ohes can logically hope fa escape

in clear struggle’ and with clear class aims does

We warn the German proletarlat not to trust. .- the

thls bourgeoisie which now declares. itself.to ‘be - .
democratic. These new “anti-fascists” in reality - - : movement betome Wanifest. Just a8 Lenin after

are the same capitalist cliques who are aiready - -1 collapse. of the Second International built

. Fourth Internaﬁonal has replaced the Commun-
.. ist International after its degeneration and dis-

-tration, freedom of the workers' press and the

the German proletariat, and at the same time - tees of all the working people.

ask these soldiers not to let themselves be used - -

(A line is missing here:in -
- ever played a role.as stool-pigeon or executioner

demand the lifting of the hunger blockade which =

We are for self-determination of the German )

a Liebknecht & Luxemburg and the thousands
of martyrs of the German proletarian revolu-
txon.

Call To Workers Of World

And in this spiiit we call to the workers of
the world: practice solidarity with the German
workers! . Help ‘them to throw off their im-
perialist yolse

German- class brothers! We do not doubt that
you  for your ‘part will build your organizations
with renewed energy. Build strong, militant and
unified class organizations. Above all steer your
working class movement away from all coali-
tion horse-trading with the bourgeoisie and the

ing class still rests with the workers them-
selves. . The independence and self-reliance of
the German workers’ movement is of utmost
1mportance today in fighting imperialist en-
slavement Only with class independence, only

internatmnal character of ,the ‘workers’

the Communlst International, . so ‘today the

solution, :This Fourth International has kept
alive the heritage of-Marx and Lenin, The Ger-
man section of this International must be built
up into a party .to lead the German working
class in the coming struggle to victory. That is
the great task facing the German proletariat. .

We know hew difficult your struggle is under
the harsh .conditions. of occupation. Freedom
to organize, freedom of assembly and demons-

right to strike—these are the democratic-rights
which you will have 10 win through mass action.

To solve the housing problem, to contrel the
distrnbutlon og food, to supervise prices, to or-
ganize the rebmldmz and reopening of factories,
organize yourselves into a network of commit~

.Don't let it come. to pass that only Nazis and.
war. criminals .selected by -the  Allies. receive
punishment, -but see. te it that everyone who

of the German. workers is punished. Only re«
volutionary workens' courts are capable of con-
victing them. Understand that only as a united
and solid proletariat can you stamp out fascism.
Recognize that in itself “anti-fascism” means
nothing. Fascism and imperialism can only be
ended with the downfall of capitalism and the
victory of mtematmnal socialism,

Long live the German proletarian revolution! |.

Long live 1he Socialist United States of the
World!.

(Signed by the followmg partws o} the
: Fourth International) .
: Revolutionary Communist Party
‘Britain
Internationalist Commumst Party of F‘rance
Communist’ Workers Party of Italy - 1
Revolutionary Communist Party of ‘Belgiu‘m
The Dutceh; Irish, Spanish, Swiss, Greek and
© German Seotlons of the Fourth Inter-'
: national :

o! Great

The October 17 IV Interna-
zionale (Fourth International),
organ of the Communist Work-
ers Party, Italian Section of the
Fourth International, has just

Nenni

Activities Of ltalmn Tro tsI{ylsts

and Toghatm
about.democracy and & constituw |-&
ent assemhbly,” ‘states IV-Inters’
nazionale, they speak about “re-
glonal autonomy, agrarian and
industrial reforms.”

“talk ,,arld Toghatti in order to aohleve
“farcical democracy.”. These
-workers are fighting for ‘the dem~
-ocratic.rights- of “the whole pro--
letarian movement,”

But’ ‘they {IY Internazionale;:

| own

2 ‘sotmdals,”
:|'blood of the Cuban people.”

- declares |-

been received by The Militant,
The Italian Trotskyists are

eir paper legally. In an article,
lows at the Left and Collabo-

‘ration with the Right,” they ex-

pose the role of Pletro Nenni,
leader 'of the Italian Socialist
Party;’

head of the Italian Stalinists.

ﬁghting for the right to publish

“and - ‘Palmiro’ Togliatti, |

don’t guarantee freedom of t.he
press ‘or assembly, ‘ThHey p -

FARCICAL DEMOCRACY:

workers did not support Nenni

‘| by Lion Trotsky:
e CRACY * "I nifig of the End” and “On’the
The' socialist” 4fid “Coffimuhist’

I spite  of  the: ol)stacles

ﬂlaeed in their path by the So~|

cute the left-wing Of the labor‘uzemlis’tﬂ and Stalinists, ﬂl& ‘Rtal-

movement and refuse to. Aautkor-.
ize publication ot the Itelian.
Trotskyist paper, . .. .

ian Trotskyists continue to ‘pub-
lish ‘their paper, o

“¥PHe issue carries two’ artioles
‘“The Begin-

GHth Antiversary of “the “Coms:

munist Manifesto.”

'l‘lw NEGRO

nmunlmlmumnmmmnnmmnnnum

STRIIGGLEM.MS,Z;;

“Labor_ wiflr"u sonite shin.
canhot emancipate itself
where labor with & black
skin is branded.” .

The Colomal Struggle Is Our Struggle

We have been witnessing for: the last several monthl ‘

the cruel massacre of hundreds of thousands of colonial

colored people by and because of the Eutopean and Amer~

ican imperialists. In China, Indo China, Burma, India and

pspecially Indonesia,
white men, women and chil-
dren have recently " been
bombed, burned and butch-
ered simply because they
attempted to drive out the
exploiters and set up their
independent.’. govern-
ments.

There has been far too lxttle
protest in Europe and America
by labor and minority groups for

|the ~ withdrawal of all Allied

troops from these areas now that
the German and Japanese war-
minded ruling classes have been
removed as competitors to pow-
er-drunk, American imperialist.

Now, some may claim that
since the Negro is so badly op-
pressed in this country, that he
of all people can ill afford to be
concerned :with what happens to
the colonial brothers. But as a
matter of.fact, just the opDos1te
is true.

Precisely BECAUSE we are the

| most severely oppressed group

under this system, we should not
only take part in, but should
take the lead In supporting the
militant struggles of thé colon-
fals for freedom from the blood-
sucking imperialists. For those
Indonesians, Indo-Chinese and
Indians are struggling not only
for their own survival but also—
whether they know it or not—for
our survival,

WHAT IS AT STAKE

We must understand exactly
what is at stake. Today the op-
pressors in the colonial coun-
tries and here in America are
not so much similar as they are
the SAME. The big sister of
British, French and Dutch im-
‘perialism has for some time
been none other than American
imperialism. Wall Street has
loaned, and is continuing to loan
them all, money and supplies;
and she consequently has them
all in hock. She is now, there-
fore, more the MASTER of these

pety thiaves than she- is their

big sister, Thus the basic eco-
nomic enemy of the colonial
people is the same enemy as that
of all working people and espec-
jally of the Negro people here
in America.

If the colonial people are suc-
cessful in throwing off their ex-
ploiters, Wall Street will be cut
off from a goodly: source of its
super-profits, All of these coun-
tries where the imperialists are
80 interested in “maintaining
law and order” ‘are—by coinci-
dence, of course—fabulously rich
in minerals and other mnatural

non- @

resources badly needed by mow
dern industrial produetion.

In proportion, then, as Wall
Street is cut off from exira pro-
fits, so is the American labop"
movement strengthened, ' Thus
if the imperialists are driven out,
the labor movement will he in a

much better position to ssswine = 7
its rightful role of leadership tm =

the political - destiny of this
country. ‘And, after all, the lae

bor movement is the only feres: :

that can and will bring esensmie
equality of opportunity so. o

and social equality to the dacks .
skinned segment of the wolﬂu
class. .
THEIR PLAN AT HOME

On the other hand, If the i~

perialists should succeed im thele

present all-out drive te orueh
trese freedom movements in thw
Asiatic and Oriental lands, \bey
would then be free to move with
refreshed audacity againet any
heme opposition, Militant moves

ments in the next period fop

ccmplete equality for the Na-
groes would bhe me!
stamped out by the emboldoned

-capitalists, Thus a viotory oyer

the freedom loving colored peo-
bles on the opposite side of the '
globe would greatly fortify the
instigators, perpetuators

o)

.and consequently bring plltlo‘

e

benefactors of Jim Crowism in

America,

&

Not only the Negro workers . ,

but all workers are directly afe :. .

fected by the outcome of these
far off struggles for liberation,
Even today the General Motors
workers who are spearhesding
by strike ‘action the fight of

American labor to maintsin & -

decent standard of living, have
a stake in the Far East tlghc for
freedom,

THE SAME FOE S

The du Ponts who have coime
ed billions out of the workers*
toil and the workers’
tHrough wars and depressions.
hold the controlling interest in
GM Corporation. This family

clique of parasites also is in the

forefront of those who are prow

fiting by Wall Street’s imperials

ist 'moves in China and in the
East Indies.

' Thus, although the miethods . -

of repression are on a different
scale at present, the GM works
ers and the colonial slaves im
this case have an identical com~
mon enemy. And we all know -
that a blow to a foe is a blow te
a foe, whethet it be to his head
or whether it be to his toe. -

Cuban Trotskylsts
Hit Grau’s Reglme

Dr. Grau San Martin, “liberal” president of Cuba, hal
“defranded the people,” declares an editor{al in the Octo=
ber 31 Revolucion Proletaria (Proletarian Revolutlon), omn

of the Cuban Trotskyxsts

.Drawing the balance sheet of®

Grau's firgt year.in office, the
Cuban Trotskyists declare: “The
promises made during 11 years
.01 opposition have dissolved like
a lump of salt in the rain.”
 In May 1944 Revolucion Pro-
letaria predicted that the Grau
regime would demonstrate the
impossibility of basically reform-
ing the capitalist system in the
interests of the workers. “The
facts have confirmed our posi-
tion,” declares the editorial.

“All the evils sufféered by the
people under the regime of Ba~
tista (Juan Batista, ruthless dic-
tator of Cuba) have been dupli~

Jcated by the present govern—-

ment.” -
LIST CRIMES

some of the crimes committed
by the Minister of Commerce un-
der . Grau: “fantastic commer-
cial transactions,” an “mfamous
policy of barter » “deals that
culminated ‘in mtemational
"tra.fﬁckmg in  the

-Despite repudlatwn of the

‘| Minister of Commerce by the Cu»

ban Congress which, according

‘to-the Cuban Constitution should

have forced his dismissal, Grau
intervened in his favor.

Grauw's Presidential regime,

| states the editorial, is one of the |
worst ‘ever ‘suffered by the Cu-
ban péople. Hé grants favors to"
and protects :rxends and rela-
tives. S ‘
"It is trueé that public funds |
have not been stolen in the tra-.

ditional’ manner.” But public

‘works have been’ started W1thout’

plan’f organization’ for the ben-
efit of his political supporters.

| Socialist Workers Party is bee

The spoils from this: syatem ‘ ,

milking .the - {reasury are come.

parable to the worst graft of afl

time.
FUNDS SQUANDERED
Among the public worke

boasted by the Grau regime 16
a road constructed. to “Agus
Dulce. It cost 1,200,000 pesos. 1%
was built neither for beauty noe

bloed '

L . _;l 7

public utility, declares Moh-

cion Proletaria.

“While homes damaged by the
cyclone of ‘the past year remais
levelled' to the ground, ‘whila

campesinos (agricultural worke

ers) suffer fromi a lack of rursd ~

roads- and ‘even the most elen -

nientary necessities of life, Gran

| 'preplires  decrees to squander
The  Cuban Trotskylsts list,

money ‘withoiit the control of

a budget. He plans to spend tens

of millions of pesos for a ‘White
Way’ for the tourlsts _going to
Varaﬂero roc

e

Notice To
Militant Readers
The New York Local of the

ginning the organization ef
its first band. We have ob-
tained the help of a very
well known and capable band
leader and music teacher. He
Jhas offered. fo. organize an

i

_SWP band and te teach free
of charge any friends of the | = . .
Party .who wish to leam to | .
-play -a .musical instrument. e
. All those. interested are in« ] -
-vited. to--attend meetings of | . -
the -band. For further infor-.} -
mation call -G, Kerry, GR: 8«-f.

8149.
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“threat of strikes are a very serious factor.
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Diary Of A Steelworker By I. Kovalesky|

His name is' George P. Ellsworth, but the fei- .
Jows ‘generally refer to him as.‘Old Ellsworth,”
“that goddamn Ellsworth,” or one or two- other
names tnat you might say
but you wouldn’t write
down. He’s a large man.

hair that’s-just beginning
to turn gray. His face is

and his eyes are just that
cold. He is superintend-
ent of the blast furnace

department
George P. Ellswoxth was born, they say, some-

where in the south, grew .up there, and went °

to collegze to learn about the steel industry.
They taught him everything about blast fur-
naces that you can learn out of a pook, and
they taught him how to handle workingmen . .
the company w:zg’. Then they turned him loose
in the steel plant. )

He started out “at the bottom.” He came

+ 40 work in- overalls tending stoves on a -blast

furnace in the times when we used to work
eleven-hour days and thirteen-hour nights, with

a twenty-four hour shift once every two weeks. ’

Oh, yes George P. Ellsworth was once a work-
fhgman with a dirty” face and sweaty woolen
underwear.

But he was always a man apa.rt We knew

what he was here for, so we never toek him

fr.to our confidence; and he, on the other hand,
associated with us only as much as he had to
on the job. When we cursed the company for
our hard work and low pay, his eyes would
narrow, and he’d walk away from us. When
the colored fellows would talk, he’d listen with
an amused, superior smile; for George P. Ells-
worth was from the south, a “southern gentle-
m ”

He started at the bottom but he didn’t stay
there long. Within a year he was a blower. Not
Jong afterward he was a foreman, then assis-

hnt superintendent, working under Old House--

. George P, Ellsworth was a man of des-
ﬂny ’.l‘here was a plh.ce waiting for him in this
world.

Then one day, Mr. Housman retired, and
Ellsworth became superintendent of the depart-

. ment. He had made the grade.

From the company’s standpoint, he was 2
fine man for the job. Always looking for a
way to save money, he cut the working force
first in one place and then in another, loading
more work on those left on the jobs. When we’d
eomplain about this, Ellsworth would say, “Don’t
tell me that! I worked on those furnaces, my-
self, and I know how much work there is. You
fellows- still have it easy.” Well, there was no
union then, so we couldn’t do anything about
it. He ruled the department with an iron hand.

Notes Of A Seaman

It is now like the morning after for the mem-
bership of the CIO National Maritime Union.
- Durirg the war, the NMU, under the whip
of its Stalinist leader-
ship, was driven to sub-
mit meekly to the anti-

1

labor policies of the
Marit im e  Commission
and the profiteering

= : ship-“owners.” Not even
%’-M the labor hating brass
of the Army Transport Corps went as far as
the Stalinist leaders of the NMU to keep the
seamen on the ships and submissive to the
thousand and one restrictive and repressive
measures devised by Washington.

Now Mr. Ship-“owner” and his mouthpieces
‘in Wall Street and Washington have stopped

~ Smiling and making pretty speeches about the

“unsung heroes in dungarees.” They are show-
ing their teeth and are talking fight.

Listen to the editorial spokesman for the
ship-“owners” in the New York “Journal of
- Commerce,” December 10: “Strikes and the
An-
‘other strike on a par with that of the stevedores
im 1934 might have unpredictable results. It
would leave a trail of ruin . . . There would

‘be unions' there too; dead omes.”

* * *

Consider this sinister statement of the Wall
_IBtreet spokesmen for the ship-“owners” in the
Beht of what the NMU leaders promised dur-
‘ng the war.

You don’t need a very good memory to re-
member what was said by the Stalinist leader-
ship of the NMU not so very long ago.
. *post-war” period was to be one of sweet-
ness and light and brotherly co-operation be-
. tween the sea-going workmen and the ship-
“owning” capitalists,. Any. NMU member who
said otherwise was slandered as a “Jap spy”
snd a ‘““Trotskyite.”

Well, we are in that ‘post-war” period of

' t’}apztal -Labor “co - operation” that Curran,

Bridges and Co. talked so much about. And

v the seamen are now learning the hard way

An Incident On

DETROIT — He n.ust have been nine or ten

. years old —— a brown-haired, brown-eyed: boy,
+ ‘wearing a brown leather jacket and helmet.
' He stood in the aisle of the crowded Detroip

bus next to his little brother, who shared a

~ 8eat with me. Also dressed in a brown:leather

jacket snd helmet, the five-year-old was almost

.. an exact replica of his older brother.

I knew that he was five because he kept re-

- minding his brother that next year when he was

six, he would go Christmas shopping all by
himself. They had obviously been Christmas
shopping that morning. Both of them “car-

“* ried packages in their red-mittened hands and

from the looks of the wrappings, all of their
shopping had been done in the ten-cent store.
o = % *

When the bus reached the General Motors

. building, it was brought to a grinding stop. A

gigantic motor picket line ‘around- the . huge,
ornately-decorated General Motors: buildmg
- halted all traffic. 'I'he honking of the “horns,

the singing of the pickets and the bright picket =
" signs attracted the ' attention of both .of the
 ehildren. The little boy leaned across me to Jook

with a-lantern. jaw and-..

hard as a chunk of steel -

' recognized. What.a blow this was to Ellsworth!

" .thdt he had fired and the union had gotten

- we went in on grievances, and that was OK

The -

.. here to help the GM’s.”

- cited -as he saw hundreds of pxcket signs “flash

- over -the  bus:
' & Watchmg ‘the ‘pair with' interest. The older. boy
saw_this. He pulled ‘his littie“ brother: back 1nto :

. little boy that ‘all of"the  people in the bus,
_might not be friendly ‘t0"the “GM’s.” .

fmhelpingram-

‘Lhat’s the way it went for a long time. There
. were: vicious and spiteful punishments meted
_out to anyone who ‘broke ‘the ‘company’s rules: |
Promotions were given to fa.v

Then” Something’ Halipened

But_ then something happenei. The swoc
' came around and the -men began- joining it.

Ellsworth was furious. “Here wis an- organiza- |
tion coming in to. challenge his abselute rule.
The company OWNED the plant. The company
had put him, George P Ellsworth, in ‘charge of
the blast furnace department. And now this
damned uniori, this gang of red radicals, was
trying to come in and tell ‘him, HIM, George
P. Elisworth, how {o run HIS department! As
he stalked about the furnaces, hatred tightened
his face and vibrated in his voice. '

All the active unionists were closely watched.
Whitey Larson was soon fired for some trivial
reason that I have forgotten now. Soon after-
ward the same thing happene¢ to me, but we
both kept on organizmg the union ‘from outside
the plant.

" Then camethe strike, -and the -union was.

Here in his OWN department, he had to deal
with a Grievance Committee . . . and more
than that, on this committee were two men

back into the plant. He Wa.s a wounded man,
and he showed it.

But you have to make the best of a bad sit-
uation, so Ellsworth began to act more coopera-
tive. He began to joke with the committee when

with us, as long as we won our points. Some-
times it would be a little too hard for him to
take, and he’d try to be his old tough self; but’
a little strike would usually be encugh to set
him right,

When war was declared and the International
gave the no-strike pledge, Ellsworth began to
get his footing once again. He began to say
“No” more and more often, and we couldn’t
do much about it. A little strike couldn’t beat |-
both the company and the union bureaucrats-
and the workers weren’t ready to have a big
one in wartime, So we were stuck, and George |
P, Ellsworth began to ride hlgh almost like
the old days.

Well, he’s still riding high, but he’s due for
a fall, and I think he feels. it because he shows,
once again all the old . hatred. The union has
given notice. We’H go out on the fourteenth of
January and we’re ready and anxious. Ellsworth .
is powerless to do anything about it, so he stalks
about the department like a wounded bear, glar-
ing and snarling, wishing for the good old days,
when a superintendent was king of the de-
pariment, and - there were no union men to
interfere with his royal will!

By Art Sharon
what the Journal of Commerce confirms.

What was it that McKenzie,. Smith, Stack,
Meyers and other Stalinist NMU 1leaders said
at that membership meeting last April 287
NMU members well recall their frenzied attack
sn The Militant, which had analyzed their pro-
gram’ as an empty gesture and had correctly
stated that only preparation.for militant ac-:
tion, beginning with the revocation of the no-
strike pledge, could start the ball 'rolling for
the NMU to achieve its demands.

The Stalinist officials of the NMU took over
the best part of a three-hour-long meeting to
blast this criticism of their leadership., Few
who were present will forget the hysterical
abuse heaped on “Trotskyism” and “The  Mili-
tant.” This was only camouflage however. The
NMU bureaucrats were really leveling their fire
against the restless NMU militants who wanted
to call a halt to the headlong flight. into the
arms of the ship-“owners” and Washington. .

L d - *

The top Stalinist clique has split since then
Now for the first time, the rank and: file of|
the union are learning the bitter truth of the
role these elements played all during the war. |

National Director Ralph Rogers, as reported |
in The Militant, December - 8, resigned with ‘al
letter to NMU President Joseph Curran, charg-
ing McKenzie, Smith and others of the leader-
ship with selling out to the ship-“owmers.”
Tommy Ray, long the Number 1 man in the
Stalinist machine, and Alexander .have quietly
resigned. Apparently the Stalinist. machme has |
found some way. to keep " them  quiet.  Now
Hedley Stone NMU treasurer, has placed his
resignation before the National Council which |
is ‘meeting at this writing. - :

How does this all stack up" 'l‘he top Stahn-
ist cliquesters followed a treacherous course all

during the war and succeeded in completely’!

disorienting the union. They are now trying
to cover up  their tracks by centering the at-
tention of the membership on secondary is-
sues and questions, when the very. existence of
the union is at stake. ¥

A Bu S By Grace farison

out of the bus- wmdow
“What are they honking for?” he demanded
-excitedly.
“They’re  the Fords,” -answered the older boy,
~who was-able to read the picket signs “They re

The five-year old grew more ‘and more ex<:

*by. “What do: they say on the signs'-‘” he a.sked
B g g

I-Ils high childish vowe could be heard “all-

~Many of the - passerigers _were’

“place. and spoke to him’ in a low voice. ,

“Papa’s a GM,” -he said. _“The Fords want to
help Papa-and all ‘the. other GM’s.” Then, he.
_placed his finger across his lips to- ‘warn - the

The five-year-old triéd 4o0: be quiet, but’ ‘his
shrill whisper could be heard by many of ‘the
passengers, “That’s’ zood for the Fords to help
the, GM’s.” He shook his’ ‘brown-helmetéd ‘head:

up and.down with happy afpprdval "The Fotds

‘crossing where some .
forces were said to have been

Tlage . of * - Beknassi,:

‘troops in Java are under the Su-

| States has long subscribed to the
. “1principle that the management
"} of internal affairs is the respon-
7| sibility 6f the peoples of the sov-
| ereign’ ‘mnations.”
| however, is not only backing the

'1agent of Wall Street.

‘| being used by the Allied imper-

1 veals, “some Japanese garrisons

tes regardless|
of their ability, even, more openly than “now. I+

L ,TBy Charles Carsten o

~The battlers for freedom of
the colonies in the ‘Far East
are ‘continuing their heroic
struggle against the brutal
assault of Anglo - American
imperialism. -

burned by British troops on De-
cember 16, according to the As-
sociated Press. This village, near
Buitenzorg, was put to the torch,
the British asserted, because
sniping from  the village inter-
fered with troops guarding a rail
British

ambushed.

A few da.ys ago British troops
burned every building in the vil-
Java, and
strafed trucks as they left the
town.

U. S. RESPONSIBILITY

raise the Empire’s forces to 100,-
000 . men. When the additional
Dutch troops are brought in, the

amount to 150,000. The Dutch
Marines on their way to the is-
lands were trained in the United
States. All the imperialist troops

with the most modern arms.
American imperialism shares

ish - and Dutch in the assault
against the Indonesian people.

ies, o.training ' and transporting
Dutch soldiers, but the British

preme ‘Allied: Command in Wash-
ington.

In view of these facts Presi-
dent 'I‘rumans December 15
statement on policy in China
appears all. theé more hypocritical.
He' declared .that “the United

Washington,

British: and Dutch in Indonesia
and the French imperialists in
Indp-China, but is intervening
even more directly in China.

" In supporting the Chinese dic-
tator “Chiang = Kai-shek, -Wash- |
ington has armed and trained|
many divisions which are fight-
ing to crush the Chlnese Stal-
inist armies of North China.

More -of Chiang Kai-shek’s
troops are being transported to.
Hulutao from Shanghai .:and
‘Haiphong, Indo - China, aboard
United States transports to sup-
plement his troops in Manchiiria.

Under the formula, “autono-
mous” armies should be elimin-}
ated” in China,; Truman is back-
ing Chiang Kai-shek against the|
‘Chineée people, hoping to stab-
ilize- this ruthless dictator as an

“INAPPROPRIATE”
BUT, REAL'

. Although Trnman states that
“intervention e+ . would be in-
appropriate > United States ma-
-rines continue to guard rail lines
and bases for Chiang’s armies.
United States planes strafe de-
fenseless villages in Stalinist held
North China. The United States
Seventh fleet continue to trans-
port Chiang’s troops. Modern
weapons continue to flow to
China under Lend-Lease.

Government officials sta.te
that marines are in China “to
disarm Japanese troops.  But,
accordmg to army reports, Jap-
anese soldlers are being allowed
to keep their arms to “maintain
order ” “that is, they are being
used - against the Stalinist-led
forces.

Likewise, Japanese troops are

jalists in Indo-China. Even af-
ter they ‘are “disarmed,” a De-
cember 9 ‘Associated Press  dis-
patch: states, “10 per cent of the
Japanese columns are permitted
| to retain. their arms.”

- ‘Until. sufficient French forces
can- be brought in to take over
guard duties, the dispatch re-

will ::be 'maintained fo. protect
French . natfionals,” in ' Indo-
China. . The meaning of this
double talk about “guard duties”
is. the same as “maintaining
order” -in .China.  These troops
:will be -used against the Anna-
{mese who_are struggling for in-
dependence from imperialist rule:
'No method is too barbarous
for the. imperialists' in crush-
ing colonial resistance to imper-
fdlist rule. A Reuter dispatch
from-Saigon states: “The French
Irigate Somali,. cooperating with
French troops north of Saigon,
sank twelve junks and six sam-
pans full of pirates, it was of-
ﬂcially ;stated here today.”
“Destroy ‘ the fighters for fiee-
dom; is-the. policy of ‘the imper-
Ialist barbarians. Then above

their graves write “pirates”!

_Another town In_Java was

Two. more British Indian di-|
visions on the way to Java will |-

combined Anglo-Dutch forces will |

in Indonesia are fully equipped |
joint responsibllity with the Brit-: \

The United States is not only|
equipping the Anglo-Dutch arm- |

Photo by courtesy of St. Pau‘l‘. Dispatch-Pioneer Press

- their hearts out every night in loneliness. :
go to Santa Claus and ask only that" their

Brmg Back Daddy, ”? Demand Wwes And Chzldren Of War Veterans

By Winifred Nelson = - .-
- 8T. PAUL, Minn,, Dec. 10 — Over 100; moth %
members of the “Bring Back I - -~ ' Chib,
marched on the State Capitol tod:
against the-delay in returning fathers to their
homes.
Despite sub-zero weather, -all the women
brought their children, ranging in age from 102
months to seven years, bundled in snowsuits,

scarves, mittens and overshoes, to impress upon -

the Governor the need for doing someéthing

"NOW to relieve the situation -of servicetmen’s

families existing on inadequate government aliot= N

Hanging from the children’s shoulders- were*"~ -

signs reading: “Please bring my daddy home.”
“I want my daddy back.” “No boats, no votes.”

Chief protest of the group is that men “are -

being kept overseas doing nothing while the!
families are suffering at home from lack
funds to support them during the winter. * . One
of the women stated,
Something has to be done. Our children ery.
They

daddies be returned for Christmas.”

Although Mrs. Ruth Orlando, club;spokes;-"‘;ia

man, expressed satisfaction with the Governor’s. .
promise to “do all he could,” -other mothers. in.
this morning’s “March on the Capitol”. were.
far from satisfied. They threatened. that, if

“. protest .

“Our children -are coid ok

nothing is done, Thye will get no votes from. :
them in the next election

By The

One of the most shockmg Nazi atrocities during the

war was the levelling of the Czechoslovak vnllage of Lidice.’

This small town, claimedthe Nazis, *
the underground fighters who had shot
Reinhard Heydrich, brutal Nazi leader.

and assisted”’

‘gave shelter

In retaliation,

the Nazis shot all the men in the town, sent the women

to concentration camps,

and then rozed -the town,

leaving nothing but smoking ruins.

The Allied propagandists utilized this frightful atrocity
to make the name of Lidice a rallying cry for vengeance.
They pointed to the bestiality of the Nazis at Lidice to

whip up the morale of the Allied troops.’

The inhuman

monsters capable of such a foul crime, cried out the pro-
pagondists, must be fought to a finish by every decent

human being.

Now the Nazis hove been defeated. It mlght ap-
pear that human decency had triumphed.

But on December 4—more than three years after
the Nazi Lidice—the American military command in
China gave the world another Lidice. Two Americans, -
claimed General Rockey, had been shot by Chinese.

- Those accused of shooting these armed invaders of
their land fled to a small village named Anshan.:
When the villagers failed to produce them, the Marines

pumped 24 mortar shells

into _this.

defenseless town.

“Seasened combet men estimated the village could have

been wiped out,”

reported Associated Press.

Aqom on December 13, the British commond in
Indonesia equipped with Amencan made arms, gave

‘Allied ‘leICES’ In The Far East’c

Edl tors

forces .invading Java.

by to repel any attacks ... .

from the Far East.

the world still onother Lidice.
claimed that Indonesian ‘‘terrorists” had killed British
airmen and Indian soldiers who were port of the Nhed

The British cold- bloodedly selected the vnllcge of. Be
for retaliation. Then “truckloads of soldiers swept: throug
the village, drenching wooden buildings with gasoline and
planting incendiary bombs, whlle tanks and artillery stood:

more than 1,000 feet high rose over the town. - Sk

These are not the only new Lidices smoking. on tm
altar of Allied “‘democracy.”

On October 28 French troops, transported in Amem:o
| ships and equipped with American arms, burned down a
vnllcge near Saigon, Indo-China.

‘The Allied Commander used as the .pretext Yor
this atrocity the charge that Anhamese fighters for
- the independence of their country had fired at British -
armored cars as fhey sped through the village.

The Allied atrocities in China, Indonesia and lndo-Chmc
prove that the war criminals are not confined to the ranks
of the German imperialists. The war criminals in Wesl}u
ington, London and Paris are just as vile, inhuman an
bestial as their Nazi opponents.

These Allied atrocities give new mscstence to the mde-
spread demand that oll l-roops be wnthdrown |mmedlci‘ely'

Hands off the colonial peoples!

7

‘The British general

> A column of black smoke

4‘””'.

Foster Continues Earl Browder’s Sell-Out llhe, 4
Ousted Chief Adopts Policy Of Watchful Waitin

By Felex Morrow

In the six months since the
formal deposing of Browder at
the July convention of the Com-
munist (Stalinist) Party, the
“new” Foster leadership has tried
with might and main to work up
a line which looks different from
Browder’s revisionism, - In vain.
That becomes clear when one
reads the documents of the CP’s
National Committee meeting of
mid-November, which. 4re now
appearmg

“For ' a - Fighting Communist

Carlo Tresca
- .

Mass Meeting

NEW YORK, Dec. 12 — A
mass meeting to' pay tribute
to the memory of Carlo
Tresca, murdered editor of
the anti-fascist Italian-
American journal, X1 Martello
(The Hammer) will be held
in the Great Hall of Cooper
Union . .Institute at Fourth
Ave. and Eighth: Street, Jan-
uary 10, 1946 at 5:15 p.m., it
was announced today by the
Tresea Memorial Committee.

Carlo. Tresca was a . political

exile .from Italy. Long -an out-
standing working class fighter,
Tresca was known -and respected-

by thousands of anti-fascist
workers in America and Europe,
On the night of January 11,
‘1943 he was shot ‘down on Fifth
Avenue by an unidentified killer.,

Deliberate neglect by the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office has pre-
vented a complete investigation
of the case. A statement issued
by the Tresca Memorial Commit-
tee, reported in The Militant,
November 10, revealed that As-
sistant District Attorney Louis
Pagnucco, appointed to hiead the
Italian end of the case, had been
given awards and praise ‘by the

v

Mussolini regime.

Party!” was the slogan of the
meeting, but the political weap-
ons displayed by Foster & Co.
scarcely could make that possible.
Foster’s. own speech- was limited
to vague generalities,
speeches of his chief lieutenants,

who had to get down to cases,

shows the essential identity of
the Fosterline with the Browder-
line.

John Williamson, the party’s
organization director,. put it
plainly enough: '

“Just as we flght for a foreign
policy of Big Three Coalition, so
at home we fight for a. policy
ot democratic unity and the
maintenance of a firm coalition
of all democratic forces, with the
independént working class move-
ment as its backbhone.” (Decem-
ber Political Affairs, p. 1115).

more drop it during this period
than they can thumb their nose
at Stalin. The Big: Three Coali-
tion continues, despite -quarrels
over the booty, and. Whatever
luxuries Foster.can permit him-
self in.the way of, criticizing Tru-
man, he must remain within the
limits of “a firm coalition of all
democratic. forces,” i.e., continued
support of American capltahsm

Gene Denms, Fosters political
expert, had to-take note of the

development of Labor, Pa,rty sen=--

timent but only to oppgse:-it. He

speaks of the need in 1948 of

a’ “third party” to mclude “the
followers of Wallace in the Dem-
ocratic Party,” Newbold xMorris
“No Deal” grouping,-etc.; ie., a

capitalist .third party.- Even this i

however, is offered only as the
music of the future
NOT IN' QUESTION

“It is not a question of pro-
jecting  at this time, nor even

necessarily during the course of

the 1946 elections, the question

of organizing a third party.”

;(Sunday Worker; Dee. 2, p. 3.)
In a word, the 1946 elections

arestiutobeconductedalong beenatallsureothimselfhe

but the

the line of this November elec-.
tion’s deal with Tammany for
the election of O’Dwyer.

larding of abusing Browder, but
that gentleman can very well
ask Foster what he has done
except grab Browder’s job in an
unprincipled clique fight. The
Fosterites show no confidence of
having ousted Browder once for
all. As' Gene Dennis complains:

BROWDER WAITING

“And here it should be noted
that just’as Browder sits on the
sidelines and adopts a policy of
‘watchful waiting,” the conceal-
ed supporters of Browderism ex-
bress their opposition to the
Party line and leadership by sa-
botaging and .withdrawing from
all. mass work, by ‘digging in,’

: ‘Iby remaining passive.”
-This was also-Browder’s central
‘formula The Fosterltes can no

- We can be sure that if Fos-
ter were really confident that
Browder’s" revisionism was real-
ly done with, he would " toss
Browder out. But'thé latest news
of ‘a.new Big Three Conference
in ‘Moscow cannot fail to make
Foster wonder if Browder isn’t
due for a comeback.

. One /Browdemte, Sam Don-
chin, a cowardly lickspittle if
there ever was one, felt cocky
enough in this situation to open
an attack’ on the Foster leader-
ship. He based himself on the
obvious fact that the Fosterites
had been part of Browder revi-
sionism and accused them of
falslfying the July convention
resolution in order to pretend

| they" hadn’t been Browderites.

Donchin “undertook to mobilize
the membership of Eastern
Pennsylvania against the leader-
'ship.” With the usual bureau-.
crat’s cry of “This is factional-
ism, not democracy,” Foster act-
ed against Donchin.

But what is. notable is that

from the National Committee
and not expelled. from the party.
Notable, because if Foster had

~ All this is served up with much

Donchin was merely removed:

would have : chopped otf Don-
chins head..

-Anotherstrawinthewind

Sam Darey’s declining to reti. . /

to the.party, from which Brow- .
der expelled ‘him- two yea;s &R0,
Darcy’s criticisms of ‘Browder.
were one of the chief sources of
the case against Browder in the
Duclos’ - article, and  'Duclos’

praise of Darcy ordinatily coudd =

only have meant Darcy’s return
to power. Darcy was invited ‘to
return—but declined! An’ astute

politician, Darcy apparently has '

no faith in the iongewty of the

Foster regime.

John Williamson complan}g

“We should also take note of
certain rumor-mongering and
gossip concerning the - national
leadership . . . While some peo-
ple who should know -better: ex~
gage in this detraction, there ¢ ﬁr .
be no doubt that it has its. source

in enemy forces who: are. busy

at work.”
RUMOR-MONGERING

We can safely assume the ‘z;u- ok

mor-mongering, gossip  and
traction”. of the leadershit
reality . criticism . from. some of
the rank and ﬁle who thought
Foster was going to make a real
turn-to the left and' are now be»-
coming disulusioned S

: Another. indication: of it is
Gene Dennis’ complaint -

“Since the Convention, “th
dangers from the ‘Left’ ave in- -
creased . . ., téndencies’. i ., to
play with strikes ., t¢’ reiygan
spontaneity in - callmz strikes,
These ' Left moods also ‘have—~-_
found expression in policies de—
signed to belittle the " ‘need’ of
common . action of all pl‘ogres-
sive and democratic forces., ,

This can only miedn” timt
Browder’s remova,l was taken
seriously down _below by mili-
tants, whom Foster is now trymg
to handcuff again, 4

The opportunity is. at hand to
ny-.a rr.r*\iih-
tant in the Commumst arty to
the real nature. o! 1
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