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General

Motors

Continues Its

Arrogan

t Stand

BULLETIN
DETROIT March 3—General Motors Cor-

poration, in a typical arrogantly-worded letter,
today rejected the proposal of the CIO Umted

. Auto Workers GM conference to arbitrate the re-
, mamlng differences in the 103- day old strike.

By Grace Carls«on

. “(Special to The leztant)

DETROIT* March 2—Meeting on the 101st day of the
‘General Motors strike—the longeést strike in automotive
history——250 delegates to the CIO United Auto Workers’ GM
conference voted here yesterday to stay én strike until the
corporation showed a dispo-©—
sition to meet the union’s
just demands.

* The final action of the dele-
gates, who concluded their two-
day ‘conference this afternoon,
was & proposal to the corpora-
tion, ‘which has been deliberately

stalling negotiations, to  submit |
the remaining issues in dispute v

to arbitration.

' Walter Reuther,” UAW vice-
president and director of the un-
ion’s GM department, opened the

_(Eonterence yesterday with a oné-

hour: ‘report on the progress. of
the negotiations with GM since
the ‘last conference. In a fiery
Speech ‘which reflected the mili-
tancy of the delegates from 92
§trike-bound ‘GM plants, Reuth-
er maintained that the negotia-
tions had revealed a conscious
(Continued on Page 2)

Amerlcans Cable

- Protest Against
“La Verite’Ban

NEW YORK, Febi 26 — A
sécond-‘cable protesting the
suppressive actts against La
Verite, organ of the French
Trotskyists, was sent -today
to the new French govern-
ment by a group of promi-
nent leaders of civil liberties
orgamzations and editors of
labor and liberal papers. La

Verite was the first working
class -paper to .be- published . in
the underground fight against
the Nazis in France.

. The protest cable, addressed to
Felix .Gouin, -the new. President
of France and- Gaston Deferre,
Minister of Information, was
signed by Roger Baldwin, Chair-
man of Board of International
League for Rights of Man and
Director . of the American Civil

. Liberties Union; George Novack,

Secretary of the Civil Rights De-
fense- Committee, and Morris
Milgram, Secretary of the Work-
ers Defense League.
Editors signing the cable in-
(Continued on Page 8)

Navy Exonerates
Wounded Brother
In Ferguson Case

By William S. Farrell

(Special 'to The Militant) "

. NEW YORK March 4-—Jo-
seph Ferguson Ship’s Céok
3/¢, ” ‘wourided -’ brother - of
Charles and Alfonso Fergu-
.son who ‘were murdered by a
Jim-Crow Freeport, N. Y. cop
on February 5, was complete-.
ly exonerated of -all' charges of

investigation committee. .

- The Navy statement,) signed by
Captain Sidney S. Bunting of the
Lido Beach Naval Station, says:
“The evidence now. availaple
clearly . .shows that Joseph A.

¥ Navy
nstrates that the po-
eph Romeika, is a
d that he deliber-
ately killed in ¢old’ blood. Tt also
proves tha the civil authorities
of -Freeport: are guilty “of legal
lynch law in’ the jailing of Rich-
ard Ferguson, the fourth broth-
et The Nassau County Grand
Jury. :‘which: ~ whitewashed the
cop’s crimes stands branded as a

and:frame-up.
'PROTESTS ‘MOUNTING

The Freeport Case is rapidly
becoming 4 - national issue.
Mounting protests have already
forced” public officals in Long
Istand to indicate ‘their willing-
nes§ to “make concessions” in
order to quiet the aroused 1abor
and ‘Negro ‘movements.

An -informal meeting of rep-
resentatives of several large and

this weekerid to prepare a fight
to win justice for the Ferguson
family, to bring about the arrest
and punishment of policeman
(Continued on l’age -6)

misconduct by’ an official Navy | i

Jim:-Crow . supporter of murder .

influential organizations was held |:

ERRORISM

T e e

The - National Assot:iatlon
for the Advancement of /Col=" |
. ored People stated on -March-|
-1 that “the aetion of the Ten-
nessee State .troopers. in_‘,rop- }
ing off the Negro section of .
! Columbia, Tenn,, and firing at
will, wag closer to the dction
of the ‘Nazi” storm “ troopers’
than any. recent police action
in this country, the South not;
excepted.” - g

i

New ReVolts Carry On Fight

For Independence Of Indla

¢ The revolutionary movement to free India from’ Brit- i

ish rule is gathering momentum The ‘heroi¢ strike of the
Royal Indian Navy men in Bombay, February 17-26, touch—

ed off a whole series of sup-®

porting demonstrations.
" At Jubbulpore, 550 miles
northeast of Bombay, 2,500 In-

dian troops were reported to have
“revolted” on February 27. ‘They
paraded through the streets, de-
monstrating their sympathy with

the strike of the Bombay .sea- |-

men and protesting the British
court-martial sentence of a cap-
tain in the Indian National
Army. é

SHOW SOLIDARITY

Like  the other demonstrators
throughout . India, these troops
conspicuously - carried the flags
of the - All-India Congress and
Moslem League side by side. By
this -proof of solidarity against
the common foe they gave the lie
to British propaganda that im-
perialist rule must be maintained
over India to prevent Hindus and
Moslems from fightmg each
other,

‘The British despots answered
the demands of the Jubbulpore
démonstrators in the same brutal
way they had answered the Bom-
bay strikers. With bayonets and"
yevolvers they tried to drive the

marchers back into their bar-
racks,

At Lahore, in northem India,
on the same day, student -de-
monstrators . stopped the auto-
.mobile of the Punjab Governor.
They removed the hated Union
Jack and stoned the machine.
In Jamnagar, between Bombay
and Karachi, hundreds of sail-
ors in the Royal Indian Navy
staged a walkout. At. Majherhat,
near Calcutta, 500 RIN. men
ended a seven-day strike on Feb-
ruary ‘25. At Karachi police
fired on huge crowds of demon-
strators. ~'Ten thousand workers
struck in Trichinopoly . ’

“Two strikes “in sympathy with
Bombay mutineers” were still in
progress at Bombay February 26.
In Madras on the same day &
huge créwd-of 10,000 stoned pass-
ing trains. The police, in accord-
ance with British policy, opened
fire on the unarmed ‘demonstra-
tors. :

Meanwhile in Bombay, ‘@ dis-
patch passed by the British cen-
sor said that nire’banks, more
than . 30.shops, 22 government
grain-and clothing shops, 10 pest-

i i gl

offices and 10 pollce ‘stations had
been attacked during the demon-
strations “‘there.” 'The .

gun fire rose to :300.

are preparing - savage reprisals
agdinst the leaders of these wide-

dom. CGen. Sir ‘Claude Auckin-
leck,. Bfitish : Commander in

| Chief in India, announced over

‘the radio that “ringleaders..
would be tried and ‘the guilty
punished.” :

'396.men from Royal Indian Navy
ships and shore. establishments.
The 14 members of .the ' Naval

tination. :B‘ritish ‘police prowled

for “trouble makérs.” °

The bourgeois ‘heads of the
All-India” Congress Party had

ed -their demonstration:

‘that the Naval Strike' Commit-

(Continned on: Page 3) '

,munity, .ruthlessly poured gun-: in

: he entire segreaated Negro section of Cbiumbia Tennessee
.Spme »500 state- troeps:. and®—+
hundreds <of armed white’ hodd- them down in ‘céld- blood

lums. -invaded: -the  Negro -coth- | . 'urteen of‘these prisohers be-

PRSI 3L A Bl Y eama

‘official |
estimate of deaths from British’

The British colonial ‘despots ||

In Bombay the British removedv

Strike Committee ‘were ordered|
transferred to an undisclosed des-

the streets of Bombay lookmg :

promised the Navy strikers-there ||:
would be no reprisals:if they end-[] -
It was ||
only in-the‘light of this promise |
and the overwhelming military |
force atrayed ' against . them, ||

tee ordered:an end-to-the strike.|}:
But they warned that At anyone ||

“fire 'into, dwellings and’ business; 5
ran‘sacked homes == ahd’

places
-drove the. inhabitants, into the

" streets Where they .were searched)
: and barbarously ‘beaten.: SCOres-.

were shot and clubbed

. This orgy. of Jim Crow. terror
was climaxed when two oI 69
Negices

the piison by guaids who shot

dragged “to . Maury.
| County ,]all ‘were. Iynched ‘ingide

Negro, - people had ,barricaded
themselves

fense against the lynchers.
The entire "Mink Side”- Negro

:section of 3,000 mhabitants An-a
is. now: under,

town oi 12,000,
martial law, patrohed by troops
(Continued on Page 6) C

of Columbia,: Tennessee,

~ lynch mobs.

guards

We hold ‘your admini

SWP Protests Anti- Negro
Atrocities In Tennessee

GovernOr Jim McCord Nashville Tennessee
We. vigorously protest the outrageous wholesale
atrocities - and violations- of civil rights" committed by .
spread demonstrations for free-]: state troops and local police against the Negro citizens,
- All' the facts clearly: prove that .the" invasmn by,‘v
- .your troops of this Negro-community was a calculated -
. ‘move to térrorize -and’ ‘repress’ the ‘defenseless: Negro
citizens of’ Columbia who had been threatened by

_ Eye W1tness reports reveal that your troops blast-*
. ed away. at. Negro dwellings -and businesses with -
vmachine-guns and carbines,. invaded and’ ransacked -

homes. .without, search warrants ‘manhandled men

“ women and children and arrested at random- scores -

--of ‘Negroes; many. of whom are still being held:in jail -
in ‘violation. of their constitutional rights. ‘Two im-

: prisoned Negroes were shot dOWn in’ cold blood by '

Together with other working-class political par-
"-'ties, unions and civil rights organizations;.the Social- .
ist Workers Party demands that you immediately -end - |
the reign of ‘terror in Columbia withdraw -the. state. -
vtroops and ‘release all the' innocent victims who are. -
k. being held-illegally in- prison f Aoy i
tration dlrectly responsxble.
o o James ‘P. Cannon National  Secretary,
‘ "".uﬂ‘ ; SOcialist Workers Party:

‘was reported on: February 26,

( ; Qred'uced | - i en-
of “attempt‘ to commit murder". tie oapri-martial . sen

becatise, some. of the threatened?

_stores and homes:
WLth a. few(,firearms for self -de- .

-,What About British
| Machine Guns?

| Hindus, Moslems, and others for

{insulting and
| peans, is not nonviolence of (my)
| Congress type. ”.—Mohandas K.

; Too Big: A Risk

{on March 1 that its future life
}ifall on London,” the arnounce-

policy holders 5

‘|| Make. Anybody Slck

‘Cnme And Punishment

: A‘_n‘A_rmy, Clemency Board, it

tence: of ‘Pfc. Alex Oondi, . of
Cleveland from 75 years in
prlson to flve years Ondi was
convmted of refusmg to ohey a

‘command to go ‘out on patrol|

under direct fire at . Luxembourg
in January 1945, after he had
previously gone on’ three such

patrols
2R R

“The combination’ between
the purpose of violent action is
unholy. The lootinig and burning
of streetcars and other property,

injuring ‘Euro-

Gandhi.

LI I

‘The Sun Life Assurance So-
ciety, a British. firm, announced

insurance policies will not -pay if
death is caused' by atom bombs.
“If only one atom bomb were to

ment explained, “we would have
to pay out three-quarters of a]
million sterling ($3, 000 000) to

B I

‘Some 600. Paterson, N. 3.
school teachers voted to become |

?Cops Mercilessly Club Vets

Who Help Defy In/umtlon

. - By Robert Oliver
(Special fo The Militant) ~

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 28—In defiance of
a court injunction, mass picket lines of CIO worke
ers, determined to defend their right to picket
and peaceably assemble, have fought bitter pitched
battles on two successive days against motorized
and mounted police near the strike-bound General
Electric plant here. Over 5,000 men and women

Truman Policy

|Paves Way For

Big Price Rises

Although the Truman Ad-
ministration continues to
promise it will hold the line
on prices, a whole series of

onstrates that this promise is
worthless. ‘Far from holding

istrdtion is permitting them to
soar at an unprecedented rate, .
Orr February 26, for instance,
Chester  Bowles authorized a
jump in the price of meat that

‘gouging will add one:and a’ half:

' 77| per- cent to ‘the already outrages|
5 cost.ob-meat-in: butoher shopsi|*

' This price, jump, it must be un-
derlihed, is an additional benefit
granted the packing corporations:
on top of the already enormous
subsidies paid them out of the
public treasury.

PHONY EXCUSE

The phony excuse advanced by
the Truman administration in its
brazen attempt 'to justify this
fresh concession to the corpora-
tions' is that the 16-cent wage
increase won by the packing-
house workers on the picket line
necessitates this price increase.

The packinghouse unions have
cited facts and figures proving
:that the packers could have ab-
sorbed this wage increase without
raising prices at all, simply:by
paying the increase out of their
enormous profits. But the Tru-
man administration decided not
‘to touch these holy profits.

An “Agricyltural Department

its actions in the past week dem-

down prices, the Truman Admin--

without Benefit of ‘black market |

spokesman,” according to a Feb-|

urrounded Clty Hall at
noon today in an angry
demonstration againat

police brutality.
The threat of a city-wide CTO

‘| strike was ‘also voiced by une

ionists from all major industries.
They are burning with indigna-
tion over the calculated terror-
ism which has been the city ad-
ministration’s answer to the GE
strikers.
INJUNCTION ISSUED

Police terror was instigated: by
the corporation and the local ca-
pitalist press, after _General
Electric. early this week obtain-
‘ed an injunction against striking
CIO United Electrical, Radio
and Machine Workers’
109 and 111, limiting the number

k See Edltorlal »
- “Change Of Mind” .
Page 4

of pickets to 10. Yesterday the

_sheriff’s office launched its first

assault.

An army of 2,000 police on foot
horseback and moforcycle . was
commissioned ' under "the ‘“Riot
Act of 1850, passed to secure:
the . capture of fugitive slaves.
This army with mounted police
in the forefront charged into a
peaceful, unarmed picket line .
still many blocks from its desti-
nation, the GE plant.

As the police charged rolont-

lessly against defenseless mem
and women, some ran for refuge
‘to  homes nearby. - On motoe«
cycles and horses, across side-
walks and lawns, the cops puir=
sued them, swinging their sticks,
and dismounting to break inés
homes to capture these modern=
day *“fugitive slaves.” Seven.
workers were arrested and carted
off to the precinct police station.

Locals :

| several weeks -ago left the false and dangerous impression

ill one day during the week of
| Pebruary 24 after the Board of|
|| Tax Estimates not only rejected

|the. teachers’ demand for a $400 |
{1bonus but eliminated from the
city budget the already ‘existing

Undaunted, the pickets wheo
(Continued on Page 2)

TIGHTEN THE RANKS

- By The Editors

The CIO Steelworkers’ victory in the basic steel industry

ruary 28 press report, declared
(Continued on Page 8)

that Big Business. was prepared to end its immediate re-
sistance to settlement of the remaining big strikes.

It is clear that this impression was deliberately fos-
tered by the government -and press in order to induce a\
mood of complacency among the workers and a relaxa=
tion of their struggle, while . the corpotrations aimed new
blows at the unions.

Events of recent days clearly demonstrate that the
impression that the fight is “almost over,” that labor can '
relax its militant fight for even a moment, is perilous. At
this stage. of the strike wave. it is necessary to sound the'
alarm to the labor movement: NO COMPLACENCY! NO°
RELAXATION! TIGHTEN THE RANKS FOR BITTER
STRUGGLE!

_ The facts are that, despite the return to work of some
400 000 workers in basic steel, there are nearly that number
still out in the smaller steel fabricating mills. The smaller .
steel owners are deliberately refusmg to settle in hopes of
pressuring huge price increases similar to .those Truman -
yielded to the big steel concerns.

There are nearly a million workers still on strike. Most
of them, like the valiant General Motors workers, have been
walking the picket lines for long weeks and even months.
They have reached the stage of their struggles where they :
are facing severe hardship-and must call upon their deepest
reserves of courage and tenamty to hold on and fight it out
to a victorious end.

_This is the stage where Big Business, calculating on a
relaxation of labor’s vigilance and the wearing hardship
of prolonged strikes, has turned with renewed arrogance
‘and ferocity to the attack. .

General Motors, the main: battermg ram of the Amen- ;

(Continued on Page2)

|} $200 bonus.
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;_ .S' talinist leaders

By Art Sharon
(Special to The Militant)

NEW- YORXK, Feb. 27—The .threat of a subway strike
precipitated by the refusal of the Board of Transportation
here to recognize the CIO Transport Workers. Union as sole
eollective bargaining agency for the city’s underpaid and

_ership led by Michael Quill®
~ to the hysteria and pressure
of the ODwyer Tammany
- administration and the cap-
. italist press.
Almost without exceptlon the
capltalist newspapers broke out:
In scare headlines and screaming , -
editorials against Michael Quill
who is -alss the American -Lior-
bor Party city councilmah from’
the Bronx when he announced
the union’s threat to'strike. De-
‘mands were made for his im-
peachment and Mayor O’Dwyer
was called upon to.stand firm
against the’ transxt workers “de~
mands. !
JO‘Dwyer in turn repeated his
: |tﬂkebreakmg performance of
the tugboat strike, crisis. Adding
%o the hysteria and panie, he an-
nounced the creation of an em-=
ergency setup to operate  the
traing with scab crews.  O'Dwy-
. er made clear his determination
to break  the strike if it was
called. This energetic strike-
breaking is becoming O’Dwyer’s
~ routine answer to every strike of
any proportion in New York City.
This is the payoff from the Dem-
ocratic candidate put into the
.. mayor's seat with the support of.
the American Labor Party and
- ‘the Stalinists.
" Michael Quill promlsed the
~ membership of the union that
nothing would stop the calling of
- the strike should the city refuse
to recognize the TWU, . O’Dwyer.
‘atood adamant on his refusal to
4 z(vo the union recognition as the
. sole collective bargaining agency | hand - picked committes over
" for the city’s transit workers. |which the workers have no mflu-
, O’Dwyer called upon Davld Ba,r-,ence ;

TIGHTEN THE RANKS

( Contmued From Page 1) «

.can ‘Plutocracy against organized labor, has determined to
- continue its resistance ‘to the heroic GM strikers and at-|
- tempt to starve them out." _Big Business has an ‘especially
“malevolent hatred for the GM
‘been the very backbone of ‘the strike wave. Their struggle
has been direttly responsible for winning the wage increases
_in Ford and Chrysler and foreing the government to recom-
- mend the new “pattern” of wage 1ncreases up to.1814, cents
an hour.
. The Truman administration- itself has given every
encouragement to- ‘corporations like General Motors, Gen-
_eral Electric and Westinghouse Electric to stall any settle-
ments and drag out the strikes, The robber price boosts
which the government has granted the steel moguls and
meat barons has ‘whetted the insatiable appetites ot’ all
the capltalists,
All of them are now clamoring for exorbitant price
\ increases before they will accede to the just wage demands
~of the workers. All of them are .counting on & generous
_capitalist government to’ safeguard their swollen profits
- thirough outrageous price inflation, and are holding out
- against the strikers with’ that end-in view,
~ .~ At the same time, direct attempts to smash strikes by
' violence and legal intimidation are mounting ‘steadily. In|
- Philadelphia -and northern New Jersey the big electrical
trusts have secured injunctions against mass . picketing.
The CIO workers have had to defend themselves'in pitched
_battles with the police for their unrestricted right to picket
~ and peaceably assemble.  From one end of the. country to
the other come accounts of police terror and brutality
egainst strikers and the use. of court injunctions to -open
_the way for strikebreakers. = ....
- 'The only answer to these new a.ttacks l.s unlted actlon
by the entire labor movemient.
. To the vicious and ruthless attempt of General Motors
to starve out the GM strikers—the fighters to. whom all
“labor owes an incalculable debt of gratitude-—every worker, |
every union, every progressive-minded organization must
afswer with: ALL-OUT IMMEDIATE MATERIAL AID. "
, The mighty arm of labor solidarity alone can hold back
the hand of hunger which is reaching out for the. GM
trlkers and their families. .
- +.And to the court orders and. police terror, llke those
‘invoked against the CIO Electrigal Union strikers in Phila-
delphia, there can be but one decisive and efffective reply:
THE UNITED MASS ACTION OF ALL LABOR '

Radio Corporation of America, to

national CIO intervention,
MURRAY MAKES DEAL

“study the union’s demands &nd
the City’s pesitien.” -

on his victory.

newspaper PM, which states that |.
the. . union ..leadership “never
wanted a strike” . . . bécause “it
would have wrecked the union”
and that they are ‘“glad now to
be off the hook.” The strike
‘threat can be called “the blutf
-that failed.”

The Btalinist TWU‘ leaders
folded -up like & wet rag on the

ened to strike, sole collective bar-
gaining rights. The wage de-
mands are now at the mercy of a

The only mewspaper in this

overworked transit workers, came to an end yesterday. 1t
“collapsed with the capitulation of the Stalinist union lead- |

noff, millionaire president of the

act as. an intermediary between |
the city and the national leaders
of the CIO in an attempt to get

Phillp Murray responded by
hastening in person ‘to New York
City and making a back-room |
deal with the Mayor that the
strike would not come off and
that the conditions of the transit
workers would be put up to a
board of “fact finders” whe will

The Staliiist leadership of the |
TWU quickly agreed to Mirray’s |
proposal as a means .of getting
out of their uncomfortable po-
sition The strike was called off |
and 'the capitalist newspapers
congratulated Muyor O’Dwyeru

Frightened by. the opposition |
theéy. aroused,. the Stalinist lead- |

ership is .now. ‘¢ireulating as a.
special leaflet an editorial of the .

main issue for which they threat--

M workers because they- have|

of (10

ransport WorI{ers Union5

call a general strike,

Le&ther-coated. pistol-packing Phlladelphla ©0
as they opened their brutal assault on the mass
trie plant by the United Eleetrical, Radio and Machine Workers,

throughout the following two days

resulted An many infured

bs were caught by the camers February 27
picket lines thrown arcund the General Elec-

L

Police Terror In Pluladelphm :

CIO. A nolice reign of terror:
workers and a' CIO threat to

—Courtesy of Philadelphla, Evening Bulletin

had fought back valiantly, reas-
sémbled. They jammed the

boring streets. They shouted and
sang “Solidarity Forever” as their
tirst day of battle closed.

ANOTHER PARADE

Today another parade to the
GE plant was scheduled to be-'
gin at a park. Police were on
hand to bar the workers from
the public property, and drive
them into neighboring Delaware
County. Over 3,000 workers as-
sembled at the County Line, fac-
ing the army which had already
‘shown its brutality# :

The pickets set out on a march
back to Philadelphia, taking
Streets far from the plant. Police
watched suspiciously, blocking
a street which led to GE. With
a& mock Hitler salute to the cops,
the parade marched on. The
workers finally turned up a cross
strept nedrly ten blocks from the
plant.

Then began the second day’s
assault, as 40 mounted police]
charged into the dense crowd of
men and women, followed by
nearly 50 motorcycle police and
hundreds of .club-swinging pa-
trolmen. Many workers, several
of them women, were trampled.
«Scores required medical atten-
tion. ‘Those -who tried to aid
their injured comrades were

less beatings And today, too,

Philadelphia SWP
Holds Gay Social

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 23 —
A capacity crowd attended the
housewarming party tonight of
the Philadelphis, Branch of the
Socialist Workers Party at . the
spacious new headquarters, 1303-
05 West Girard Avenue.

Most of those present were
readers of ‘The  Militant, who
came because of their keen ap-
preciation of the paper. Among

.them were a nhumber of trade

unionists, including several

. | workers from the UE locals now
.on_strike in this area.

A dele-
gation came from Camden, where
The Militant was introduced for
the first time during the last
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courtroom and thronged neigh-|.

picked out by the cops for merei- |

private homes were raided in
sea,rch of “escaping slaves.”
Special target for the storm-
troop. attack was a group of un-
ion veterans. . CIO member Dg-
thenic Di Perzio, carrying s large
American flag, fought to ‘protect
‘himsélf as 60 mounted police
surged in, raining blows with riot.
_sticks on his bare hands. Many
of the blows aimed at Domenic
were warded “off by his. buddy,
Helder Rheinhold, an AFL mem-
ber. ~

VETS ASSAULTED
William Hood, a- veteran and

imember of Local 119, was an-{

other victim of the police in the!
“Battle of 656th Street.” He had
been released from:the army in
January, after being wounded in
both hands during European bat-
tles.. He showed battle-scarred
hands to the Militaht reporter, .
- There were. fresh wounds on |
them. now, inflicted by -‘police
clubs when he had tried to -de-
fend the American flag he ‘was
carrying. ' “The cops calied me
every concelvabie name,”  he
said, “as they tried to force me
to surrender the flag.”

Another veteran of Local 119,

ed three times in three years of
combat in Europe. Duane called
the GE picket line more danger-
ous than the battlefield,
There was & reason for this
special victimization of veterans,
an old-time union man declared.
“They’re taking it out on our vets
because they are sore .at them
for being solld with the union.
The company and the. cops had
expected the vets wouild serve as
strikebreakers. Instead, they're
our best union defenders.” -
Incensed workers gathering to
defend their banner-bearers
were overwhelmed by sheer force
of numbers. - One of the most
severely beaten was Herbert Le-
win, & Westinghouse worker, who
later desoribed the attack'

.“WE’LL WIN?

“It was just a peaceful parade
until the Gestapo set upon us.
This will wake up the entire un-.
ion movement to the need of
united action.- We are going to
win this fight and get rid of in-
junctions. - We are in the fight
until the victory.”

The company -and police plans
have falled. Their deliberate,
ruthless terror has united the

‘| veteran' and non-veteran work-

‘ers, the men and the women, and
has mobilized - wide support for
the . pickets. -Housewives whose

{ homes were invaded when they
| aided :-the - workers,

are today

|| Dinner Opens New

Toledo Quarters

.TOLEDO; Feb. 24—Scores of

'members and friends enjoyed

the housewarming held in the

| new headquarters of the Toledo

Branch of the’ Socialist Workers
Party at 213 Michlgan Street. De~
dicious duck dinners, which the

Toledo comrades had prepared,
were consumed with great. gusto.

| by the celebrants. A string trio

from-Detroit entertained, follow-
ing -after-dinner apeeches by
three amateur comedians. Many
-of our friends present. expressed

the desire to be notified of the
next social or meeting.

Richard Duane, had been wound- |

Philadel Inhia CIO Pickets Defy
In/unctmn, Fight Police T error

(Continued from Page 1)

joining in protest against the
city administration.

In answer to today’s assault,
over 5,000 workers in a huge
‘mass demonstration, circled City
Hall, tying up all traffic during
the busy.lunch hour. There they

-heard union speakers  denounce

Mayor Samuel, the sheriff, and
the police. 'Thé cops,  hastily
withdrawn from the GE plant to
“protect City Hall,” listened in
silence to derisive “Heil Hitlers”
thundered by workers who, de-
spite two days of bloody battle,
were determined to carry on the

,fight for their rights, -
Aroused ‘delegates -from many | =
1oca1 unions demanded at @

Philadelphia CIO Council special
meeting tonight that a general
city-wide CIO strike be called.
However, at the behest of council
leaders, & resolution was adopted
| which merely called on CIO Pres-
‘ident Murray and the local
-council’s executive board “to meet
and confer on ways and means to
meet this attack, even to the ex-
“tent of a general strikeé in Phila-
delphia, if necessary.”

Capitalist Politics
Commenting with “delight”
upon Secretary of Interior Ickes’
resignation after the Pauley scan-
dal . broke, Senator Andrews,
Democrat of Florida, sald: “I
think we can get alonig without
him. Honesty isn’t the only .at-
tribute required of a public ser-
vant.,” (N. Y. Times, Feb, 14)

C api tulate To S trikebreaking Threats Of 0 Dwyer'

Ancient British
“Riot Act” Used
In Jersey Strike

By Alan Koklman -
(Special to The Militant)
BLOOMFIELD, N. J. March
2 —- Utilizihg a pre-Revolu-
tlonary War “Riot Aect,” a
garryover from old English
law, Sheriff William B. But«
ler yestérday dispetsed 1,000
CIO United HRlectrical Union
strikers from mass picketing at
the Westinghouse plant here.
Sheriff Butler had mobilized ad-
ditional - police from numerous
towns in Essex County. He gave
the pickets one hour to disperse.
All' 1,000 strikers immediately
marched to the City Hall where
they staged a demonstration in
protest, while UE Local 410 of-
ficials conferred with the sheriff,
Following upon the brutal police
¢lubbings of UE strikers in Phila~-
delphia, this police action in Jer-
sey indicates a concerted and

| widespread plan to aid the bosses

by utilizing police forces to back
up previous injunctiohs. These
court orders issued by compliant
judges aim to deprive strikers of
their right to picket and keep
out strikebreakers.

For 46 days the UE strlkers
here have engaged in mass pick-
eting to keep the Westinghouse
plant closed. For the past two
weeks such mass picketing has
been in defiance of vicious in-
junctions issued by local Chan-
cery Courts. As previously re-
ported in-. 'The Militant, this
mass picketing, ranging from
several hundred to 3,500, has suc-
cessfully defied the injunctions
ahd prevented supervisors from
entering the plant,

In previous clashes with man-
agement, goons and police, a
number of pickets have been ar-
rested while Local 410 officials
are charged with contempt pro-
ceedings. But the union continued
to defy the injuctifons until yes-
terday’s dispersal order. -

It is expected that the coming
week will see a renewed upsurge
by the UE strikers and a defiant
‘answer thrown back to the police.

3 s O T & % i,

Reading Union
Hits Case Bill

We have received a letter from
Local 197, AFL Blacksmiths,
Drop Forgers and Helpers, in

Reading, Pa., informing us of

two important resolutions re-
cently passed by the local. One
was a demand sent to the Sen-
ate to vote down the anti-labor
Case Bill.  The other pledged
support to the move to prosecute
George P. McNear, head.of the
Toledo and Peoria Railroad,
whose . armed = strikebreakers
murdered two strikers recently.

We welcome such local union
letters and information and will
be glad to publicize other such

{ progressive actions.

RADE

‘New Big Strikes Loom

Balloting in the strike poll of
the Brofherhood of Locomotive
Engineers and the Brotherhood
of Railroad Trainmen, twa: key
railway unions, was running 98
per cent in- favor of strikeg it
was ahnotinced oni Mareh 1, with
90 pericent of the vote complet-
ed. The final total is expected to
be announced by March 6,

Unlike othef railway ~unions,
the trainmen and locomotive efi
ginéers have -corréctly rejected
arbitration. of thelr basic wage
demands for a 25 per: cent in~
crease and 45 improvements in
the working rules. The 215,000
organized trainmen and 78,000
locomotive. eriginéers could ef-
fectively tie up virtually the en-
tire railway system.

In aeddition tp the pending

tuminous contract expires April
1, may be putting their tradi-
tional “no contract, no work”
policy into effect on that date
unless the operators mest the
new demands of the AFL Unite
ed Mine Workers.

UMW President John L. Lewis
on March 2 informed the soft
coal operators of the union’s de-
sire to reopen wage fiegotiations
on March 12, He simultaneously
filed.a 30-day strike notice with
the NLRB. )

It is reported that the miners

will ‘seek wage increases above|

the 18 to 18!%-cent “pattern”
fixed by the administration in
the packinghouse and steel
cases. The miners cracked the

| Little Steel formula during the

war—but it was not split wide
open because the other unions
failed to follow the miners’
fighting example.

Perhaps the miners will crack
the new “Big Bteal” formula be«
fore it hardens into a real Wa.ge
freeze,

LN B

Chrysler Contract

There has been a general
hush - hush about the terms of
the new Chrysler contraet which
the CIO United Auto Workers
leaders concluded in January.

This contract was conecluded.

in an utterly bureaucratic fash-

ion over the heads of the Chrys-
1ler: workers. The -reason ‘for -this

high handed -conduct can be
gleaned from two letters sent by
UAW offleinls to the Chryslet
Corporation on January 26. The
letters reveal some of the imper-

corporation-conocessions which
the Chrysler. workers would have
rejected out-of-hand if there
had been any prior full and free
discussion: of their re#l mean-
ing.

In a letter to Robert W. Con-
der, director of labor relations
for Chrysler Corporation, Nor-
man Matthews, UAW-CIO Na-
tional Chrysler Director, states
that the International union dis-
approves of “violation and a-
buses by union representatives of

the bargaining procedure” which |’

were “due to lack of understand-

ing and because of changing
conditions durinz the war.” He

‘NOTES

By Joseph Keller

railway walkout, the country’s.
militant coal miners, whose bi«

[ profibeei‘i-'ﬂg.

missible concessions made to the |

UNIO‘

VAW will

abuse of the bargaining proce-
dure will discontinue.”

.Thus, the resistance of "local
‘unions to the continued provocgs
tiohs and contract violations -
1practiced by Chrysler during the

war when the workers: were
shackled  with the
pledge is now slanderously las

beled “abuses” by Matthews. Hé -

proposes to spend the union's

money for an International rep=- -

resentative, not to safeguard the
workers from contract violations
by the company, but to PROQ=
TECT THE COMPANY from. the

“ahuse of the bargaining proces
when local 'unions and .

dure”
grievance men seek to end com-.
pany provocations!

Another vicious feature of the
Chrysler eontract is revesled in
a letter from the Inteinational
union office to Conder. This
states that “the unjon and -the
company disapprove and will dise
ecourage their members. of repe
reseritatives from using or {ssuing
statements in their official pas
pers, handbills, newspapers or
other literature which are incon=-
sistent with amicable industrial
relations between the parties.”

This capitulation to the core
poration’s demand that the une
ion surrender its rights of free
speech and press is a most sinige
ter precedent for the whole labor
movement. Even if the corpoye

tion abides by this agreement, -
which is very doubtful, it ean-

continue its anti-union propa-~
ganda indirectly through a
thousand channels. It has the

daily press and radio, Big Busie .

néss political spokesmen from the
-| eity halls all the way up to Con=
gress, ;
NAM and Chamber of Conie
merce,

This restriction is really aimed
exclusively at sllencing local uns
ions ‘and militant workers when
they seek to expose the corporas

tion’s ariti-union practices, pros ..
vocations and contract violae -
tions, It would forbid them the
right ..to pubhclze corporation

price  hiking  and-

political activities. Moreovéer, the
whole lying 7
“non-eriticism” agreement s
that the union in the past hu

been unijust and untruthful in'its -
printed attacks on the’ corpora=

tion.

This concession to the cérpo-"

ration will be used by the come
pany, in collaboration with the
uhion offieials, in attempts to
suppress the voice of the worke
ers when they seek to fight come
pany abuses. It is & flagrant at-
tack on freedom of speech and
press which ean.only further ene
courage the invasion of the dems-
ooratic rights of the unions.

Ask Your Shopmate |
To Subscribe to |

The Militant "

General Motors COntmues Arrogant
Stand As Answer To UAW Delegates

( Contmued from Page 1)

plan on the pant of the company
to undermine the union. :
Corporation hopes to place the
{union “in & helpless bargaining
position” lay back of its stubborn
insistence on removing impor-

‘tant union security provisions

from the: contract, Reuther ar-
gued. Besides the wage demands,
& -number of important questions
were still in dispute after weeks
of union-corporation negotia-
tions. Reuther listed mainte-
nance- of membership, transfers
and promotions, vacation pay
and local union grievances.
Reuther blasted the corpora-
tion lie that the union’s Top
Negotiating ~ «Committee . was
holding out solely for the addi-
tional one cent an hour increase.
But® he lashed out at GM for
offering oply an 18l%-cent in-

[crease in the face of the govern-

ment - Fact-Finding Board's rec-
ommendation for 19% cents.

Citing the problems whichhad
been. creatgd for the GM nego-
tiating committee by the “com-
pany security” oclauses in the
Ford and Chrysler contracts,
Reuther contended that the “one
at & time strategy” might have
worked if there had been “prop-
er coordination.”
SCORES UE AGREEMENT

But the separate agreement
which the Stalinist-dominated
CIO United Electrical Workers
Union signed last month with
the General Motors - Corporation
was “an act of treachery un-
paralled in the history of the la-

bor movement,” -Reuther charg-
ed. Pointing out that the UE
ranks had been betrayed by
their leaders, he condemned the
secret, underhanded deal which
had been made with GM.

In order to rescue these work-
ers from their present treacher-
ous leaders, Reuther announced
that he would ask the coming
CIO convention for UAW juris-’
diction over the electrical work-
ers in auto plants. Wild applause
greeted this announcement. (In
the discussion which followed
the report, not a single Stalinist
delegate dared to defend: the UE
leadership.)

PROPOSES PROGRAM
.At the conclusion of his report,

Reuther made several proposals

for a program to be followed if
the corporation continues its ar-
rogant opposition to the union’s
just demands. They included:
securing a {wo . million dollar
loan for aid to the strikers; a
call upon CIO President Philip
Murray to convene an emergen-
cy session of the CIO Executive

Board; demonstrations in all

cities with GM locals; an appeal

|to the whole labor movement to

give full support to the GM
strikers.
Delegate after delegate rose to

support the position taken in the

‘negotiations by Reuther and the

Top Bargaining Committee. Not
& single delegate favored the ac-
ceptance of General . Motors’
terms, The vote to refect the

Corporation (]
unanimous.
When the . report. of Friclay's
session of the delegates’ con-
ference was delivered to GM by
the union negotiators this morn-.

proposals was

ing, instead of making new of-.

fers, the GM officials launched
a violent attack on the strike
leaders. Immediately after the
negotiations broke up, the GM
officials called a. hurried press
conference. H. W. Anderson,
General Motors vice-president,
charged that a strike settle-
ment was being impeded by “po=
litics” within the UAW-CIO. No
settlement would be reached, he
sald, until after the UAW con-

.vention, which opens in. Atlantic

City on March 23.
This - and
charges - were

other company

ternoon’s Conference session. He
offered conclusive proof 'of the
fact that every major decision

in the GM strike had been ap-

proved not only by the UAW of-
ficers and the Top Negotiatinfy
COmmittee, but by the local un-
ions as well. The delegates en-
thusiastically applauded Reuth-~
er’s statement that “This {5 not
a leadership strike!”

Reuther predicted that GM
would oven up a wide-spread
publicity offensive in an ‘at-
tempt, to aplit the UAW and de-
moralize the GM strikers,

In order to demonstrate that
the Corporation alone bears the
responsibility - for * blocking a

strike settlement, Reuther pro-|

posed the following counter-

taken up by
Reuther in his report to this af«|;

measure: that the Conference
ask President Truman to ape
point an' arbitrator to rule on the

remaining disputed points—the .

decision to be binding on both
parties. If the Corporation ae-
grees to this proposal, the union
on its part- agrees to return to
work during the arbitration proe
ceedings.

Doubt was expressed by sev=
eral delegates as to the efficacy
of this proposal but the motjon
passed with 85 per cent voting
for it.

The possxbility ‘that the Core
poration might tyrh down the
arbitration’ proposal was' also
considered by ‘the Conference,
Should this occur, the Confer~
ence decided ‘to put into effect
an immediate program of mass
pressure upon the General Mo=
tors Corporatmn—the program
‘which had "been proposéd by
Reuther and adopted ‘at the Fri-
day session.

Bronx Branch
Housewarming
Saturday, March 9

8:30 p.m.
Join us in a social eve-
ning. Meet friends and
neighbors who are Mihtant

readers. :
Refreshments -, .' Dtmcmo

1034 Prospect Ave. | |

states further that “a large per-

centage of time has been spent
by Union" representa.tives on -
matters other than provided for .
in thé agreement” and that ths -
1 “assign a fulletithe .
representative  to. see that .this

no-strike

“front” groups . like the

inference of the,

‘g
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Belglan Trotskylsts

Electlon

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
: BRUSSELS, Belgium. Feb. 25—The Internationalist Com-
munist Party, Belgian Section of the Fourth International,
participated in the election campaign in the Charleroi dis-
trict. Out of 200,000 votes, the Trotskyist candidates re-

ceived 1,100.
however, very imperfectly
reflects the progress of our
party.

The relatwely small number of
* total votes cast indicates the poli-

tical stagnation:and lack of in-
terest in the election among the
masses. - But the election cam-
paign which we conducted in
Charleroi was the best organized
and the most fruitful of any we
have yet engaged in.

The heart of our campaign was
8 financial drive. For the first
time we tried to organize finan-
cial support for the campaign of
our candidates. We set a goal of
25,000 francs (about $575). We
went way over this-goal, hitting
35,000 francs in eight weeks,

Brass Hats Exile
UAW. Militant

To Okinawa

Sgt. Emil Mazey, one of the
leaders of the Philippine GI de-
monstrations, has been ‘“‘exiled”
by Army Brass Hats to. Okinawa,
the “Siberia” -of the Pacific
area, according to a protest filed
in Washington -by the: CIO Vet-
erans’ Committee. .

Mazey headed the GI Commlt-
tee which raised $5,000 -for-ad-

ivertisements-in U. S.. newspapers
to publicize the plight of GIs-
held overseas who demand to be

sent-home. The tactics of the

‘Manila committee set. a pattern

for GI demonstrations  that
swept around the world in Jan-
uary.,

In c1v1han life, Mazey was pres-
ident of the militant Briggs Local
212, CIO United Auto Workers.
At the 1943 convention of the
auto workers he led the fight of
the progressives against the no-
strike pledge and introduced a
resolution for the formation of
8 labor party.

- Mazey’s transfer to Okmawav

is one of numerous reprisals now
being taken by Brass Hats against
GIs who headed the January

This - result,®

which - is - ‘extraordinary for a
small party like ours. Before the
war & Wwhole year would not
have brought us such’ resuilts.
Even more remarkable is the fact

‘that almost. 1,000 symypathizers

contributed to the fund. And we

received contributions, some of |.

them quite large, from areas
where we have no representa-
tives,

SOUND TRUCK USED

Thanks to the success of ‘the
financial campaign we were able
to- really - “electioneer” in the
Charleroi area. For the first
time in the history of our move-
ment we utilized a sound truck
which toured the entire region for
four days. In every important
community and” at every factory
we were thus able, for the first
time, to broadcast.the voice of
the Trotskyists. More than 100
speeches were made in the sound

| truck and more than 50,000 leaf-

lets or newspapers dlstnbuted
‘In addition to neighborhood
meetings, we organized a big
meeting at Gilly. More than 600
people attended. All the party
speakers received warm ovations
from the audience, many of
whom had come from' distant
places to hear our program. No
other party was able to organize
& meéting in Gilly as’ successful

: as ‘ours.

The “bourgeoisie prevented us
from speaking over the  radio.
The Stalinists succeeded in keep-
ing us off the ballot in Brussels,
and in Charleroi they unleashed
a vicious .campaign. of slander
against us. But neither the pres-
sure, the calumny, nor the ter-
ror were able to stop the mili-
tant Trotskyists.

RICH EXPERIENCE

ThlS was the first election
campaxgn for the greater part of
our young: comrades. They pass-
ed the test, emerging tempered,
experienced, and above all, more
closely linked to the masses.

The heightened popularity of
our, ideas, the wider circle of our
sympathlzers, and the .increased
number of members—this con-
stitutes for us the balance sheet
of the election campaign.

Belgian

Stalinis!

ts And “
Block Election Victory Of Workers

M|I|tantAct|fon
Wins Japanese
Union Demand

“In the five kmonths/ since
the surrender of Japan some
200 strikes have cccurred.

‘I'None of them.have heen as

sweeping in character as the
strikes in the same period in
the United States, but they

have nevertheless won sig-
nificant gains for the work-
ers. .
Most of the strikes brought the
‘workers wage gains.as high as
500 per cent,.

tric Company the strikers barred
the management from entering.
They took over the plant, con-
tinued to operate it and stepped
up production. They increased
their wages five times.

EFFECTIVE TECHNIQUES

The strikers adopted some very
effective techniques.
car operators, for instance, con-
tinued to operate the street cars
after the strike was organized.

and let the public ride free.
Later they resumed taking fares,
but deducted their own wages at
the rate demanded by the union’
before turning over the balance
of the proceeds to the company.

The telephone operators suc-
cessfully used similar tactics.
They refused to,recognize tele-
phone calls put through by the
Communications Ministry. At
the same time they made all
public telephone calls free of

charge. They won their de-
mands.
The Good Old Days .

# «If the national accounts can
kbe balanced by an expansion of
exports, we shall at least be no
worse off than in the years of the
Great Depression.” (The British
Economist, Dec. 22, 1945.)

At the Tokyo Shibaure Elec- |

They simply stopped taking fares

- Egypt.

Japanese Workers Line Up For Food

As inflation in “Bapa,n brings . sox ring prices,

the workers today are striking for wage increases.

The photo above, taken shortly after V-J Day, shows one of the long lines of workers in
Tokyo waiting for their meager food rations.

Call Natlon-W|de Strlke

The street:

In Fight To Free Egypt

By Charles Carsten
A nation-wide general strike, called. by the National
Committee of Students and Workers as a “day of mourn-
ing” for the 14 martyrs killed during the February 21 anti-

British demonstrations, par-®

alyzed Egypt on March 4.

The principal slogans shout-
ed by demonstrating students
and workers were “Down with
England!” and “Evacuation or
Revolution!” Thus they contin-
ued to press their standing de-
mand that the British get out of
They also insisted on
Egyptian sovereignty over the
Sudan. area which is now ruled
by the British jointly with the
Egyptian government.

In Alexandria, government po-|;

lice fired on demonstrators, ser-

iously wounding 16. Alexandria.

is the site of a major British

Naval base.

Government troops in full bat-
tle kit attempted to enforce Pre-
mier Ismail Sidky Pasha’s de-
cree forbidding demonstrations.
Strong cavalry patrols were sta-
tioned near the British Army’s
Kasr-el-Nil barracks to prevent
attacks on the troops. This was
the scene of the murder of Egyp-

tians by British troops during the

anti < British - demonstrations of
February 21,

Following that outrage, British
buildings -were attacked by the
angered demonstrators. The ar-
rogant -British imperialist ‘over-

®

lords had the gall to request

“punishment of the guilty, com-,

pensation and reassurances for
the future.” i

The Egyptian government’s re-
ply has not been made public
Although Sidky Pasha claims to
support demands for evacuation
of British troops, on March 3 he
appealed to the Egyptians to.“re-
main quiet and refrain from dem-
onstrations.” -

However, the rebellious stu-
dents and workers did not heed
his appeal. As they have done
repeatedly’ in the past, they
voiced ' their desire to rid the
country of the oppressive British
overlords. While.the nation has
nominal self-rule, the British
control the economy, they sta-
tion troops in the country, and
hold important naval bases.

demonstrations.

) Saw T hem Die In Calcutta s Streets

' (Editorial Note: The following article is a con-
densed version of an eyewiltness account of the
1943-44 famine in India. Estimated deaths were
near 3,000,000. Another British-sponsored famine
#how threatens the lives of 10,000,000. The author is
an American soldier, John Frederick Muehl. The
complete .article. is printed in the January 1946
“gsia and the Americas.” It was distributed by
the India League of Amenca)

*

No one Wlll ever really know how many died
in the Bengal famine. Calcutta was the center,
but it was certainly not the entirety. All over the
provmce rice was dear and life was cheap. There
was never a count, seldom even an estimate of
the numbers that were burned in the city alone.

For the dogs of Calcutta this was not a fam-
ine but-a time of feasting. They roamed the streets
bloated and glassy-eyed, picking at human flesh
and carrying human bones. They fell upon the
bodies most freshly dead, attacking them as soon
as resistance ceased. Occasionally a family sat
crowded together, guarding its own and beating
off the scavengers. More than once I saw a dog
fighting with a hysterical woman for possession
of a husband’s body. "

Streets Glutted Wzth Dead

Though the dead were burned in great rotten
heaps, the fires could never consume them fast
enough. Though the air. of the dity was white
and acrid, the .streets were .glutted with the
dead and the dying, sprawled indiscriminately
and overlapping, together on the street and in
the gutter. But there was seldom a death on Chow-
ringhee Road, for when a heggar appeared weak
or dangerously emaciated, he was driven back
into the native sections, to die out of sight among
his'own people. .

That evening as I walked from the Grand Hotel,
the worst of the misery was blotted out by the
darkness. But as my boot treads echoed on the

quiet walk, I could hear a continual stirring about

me. An occasional hand would grasp at my pass-
ing leg: a voice would whisper, “Sahib! Sahib!”
When I approached the entrance to Firpo’s- Res-
taurant, I was caught up sharply in horror and
disgust. There in the doorway lay two nude
bodies, still glistening with sweat in the semi-
circle of light. I tried to avoid them as I mounted
the step, but a young captain who was follow-
ing close behind me was more con51derate Ex-
cusing himself from the girl he wis escorting, he
rolled them out into the darkness and entered
after me, continuing,his conversation . ., .
! * * *

The human mind can adJust to a.lmost any-
thing; I learned that by rote in my undergrad-
uate years. But I never realized th,e significance
of that axiom till the day in Calcutta. when I
found myself eating a candy-bar, disinterestedly
watching a woman die . . . The tell-tale marks
of chronic famine are plainly seen throughout
Bengal ‘The beggars and ‘untouchables have been
stunted and withered, and half the population
seems crippled or diseased. But the well-fed sahib
pears the worst mark of all in his brutalized out-
Jook and his bitter inhumanity. The cost of the
famine, like the cost of our war, has been even
greater than the lives that are lost. There. is
something that happens to all who live through
it which leaves a stamp on the body or mind.
Surely this is one of the costs of imperialism, this
subtle contamination that enters the blood stream.

Typical Street Scene In India

Even . this picture fall far short of

conveying the actual conditions of ' starvation,
fllth and misery into which British imperialism has plunged the Indian people :

L}

I learned next morning that the railroads were

crowded and that I could not leave Calcutta for
at least a week. But at breakfast I met a young
lieutenant who suggested that I spend some
time with him, promising that it would be “well
spent, if a bit unpleasant ” He was working, at
the: moment "with the Government of Bengal,
evacuatmg bodies from the streets of Calcutta .

But' instead I spent the day at the Calcutta ]

BoatvClub . ... While most of the men were
out on. the lagoons, I retired to a sitting room
where the women were. talking. Seizing the con-
versation when the opportunity presented itself,
I directed it toward the subject of most im-
mediate interest to me, the famine. I questloned
the women about conditions in the city, and
more tactfully I thought, about their own opin-
ions. But I advanced too far and a charter mem-
ber of the circle exploded in my face. “Look here,
young man! This famine is causing us enough

trouble already. On the streets were clawed at

and-jabbered to, and in our homes we're virtually
beseiged. My garbage cans have been rifled twice
within the week, and just last Monday the Club
discovered that nearly half its- ducks had been
stolen right off the lagoons. You are apparently
a stranger, so we can forgive you for not realiz-
ing it, but this subject is a very tiresome and un-
welcome one to us all.”

The others nodded their calm@approval and
the speaker continued in a quieter, more friendly
tone. “These Indians have been having their fam-
ines since the beginning of time. If they’re not
dying ‘of malnutrition or starvation, why they’re
killing: each other or dying of horrible Asiastic
diseases. There have always been too many of
them anyway. A few millions less would be no
loss, least of all to you and me.”
~If I had not understood at that moment how
they felt, I would shortly have learned. About
an hour after lunch there was an outbreak of
laughter which seemed to emanate from the group
that was seated outside on the lawn. When the

merriment continued for several minutes, I'went
outside to discover the cause..On the grass.near
the lagoon, an emaciated little Indian girl- was
chasing a crow with a broken :wing. She had-ap-
parently hit the bird with a well aimed:rock, but
had failed to kill it immediately. Though the
crow . could not fly, it had managed: to -escape
.| by fluttering and hopping across the grass.

The girl was aware that she thight be punished
for trespassing, but the crow was food and. food
was life. Alternately hesitating and pursuing, she
looked to her audience for encouragement or-:dis-
approval. Though signs of both: were evident, they

were bewilderingly contradictory and.deliberately

meant to torment and confuse. The struggle with-
in"the child between hunger and fear was goaded
to the utmost and laughed at uproariously. But
the show ended prematurely with the capture of
the crow and its subsequent killing by. a:twist of
the neck. This last brought & groan from the
women in the audience, who found it offensive
and an ill-fitting- conclusion for so humorous an
episode.

I arose the next morning hours: before dawn,
driving to the burning yards.in Crawford’s staff
car. When I approached the gate it was still very
dark, and though I could not see, I smelled the
horror within. The air was choking with. dust

‘and smoke, smelling of kerosene amd ‘burning

flesh .

The grlsly plot, seen by daylight, extended for
hundreds of feet in every direction. From boundary
to boundary, it was crammed with: flesh, most of
it too entirely decomposed ever to be denominated
human bodies. Enormous rats dragged bony- re-
mains that as often as not fell apart at the touch.
Snakes and dung-beetles. crawled back and forth,
fighting with each other and tearing at loose
members. Though the bodxes were “dead, they

 quivered with life.

A load of logs was brought in in a bullock
cart and was spread on the ground in parallel pat-
terns. The coolies. arose from mais wheve -they

ke SRS

slept and began loading bodles on top of the logs.:
The process was repeated again and again, till .
the alternating layers stood shoulder high. Then
kerosene was poured liberally over the pile, pre-
cipitating a' nauseating and unbehevable exodus
of the insects and vermin which infested the
bodies. Blow torches were applied at the bottom
of the piles, and the coolies mov~d on to other
pyres . 3

A dlspatch rider Went out ahead of our trucks
%0 - determine the ‘sections that most needed
evacuation, and to report what streets would af-
ford the “best pickings.” When he returned he
carried, in addition to that information, a sheaf
of complaints from prominent citizens whose yards
and driveways had not been cleared. In Calcutta,
the surest sign of influence is property free from '
the remains of the dead. Among the complaints
was one from a Christian mission, promising court
action if its grounds were not cleared. The one
which interested me most, however, read: “I
have lived in Calcutta throughlx several famines
when the bodies were removed with commend-
able expedition. The inefficiency of the present

.administration taxes my faith in the existing

instrumentalities.”

. As we drove up before a Famine Relief Sta-
tion, a bag of rice ‘was being distributed to the
lucky few. who stood nearest the shelter. The
queue -pushed forward, those at the head anxious
to get their share before the supply was ex-
hausted. But the majority of the line moved
slowly and skeptically, obviously aware of the
tragic: limitations of a single bag .of rice. among
thousands of people. While the living were fed in
front of the basha, the dead were being counted

'in a yard “to the rear.

A Man-Made Famine

That evening, when Crawford introduced me
to his Major, I asked about the Famine Relief
Stations. I was anxious to know just what they:
were doing and how many lives they were able
to save. My questions were direct and his answers
were frank. “You can’t stop a famine with a few -
bags of rice, you know. And you can’t save a
great many lives with what little there is. But
the .Stations: serve a double purpose; otherwise
they’d hardly be worth maintaining. Just the
chance of a handful of rice will attract those
who are close to collapse, and even if we're un-
able to feed them, it makes the bodies much
easier to collect.”

Accepted long- ago as & member of the Raj,
since I had been serving with the Royal Army
Medical Corps in Burma, I was not surprised by
this frankness. I was much too close for the
patent explanations, and had come: to be con-
sidered ‘“one of the family.” A Lieutenant Colonel
in a Rifles regiment, with whom I traveled from
Calcutte to Nagpur, was equally candid in his
discussion, and was particularly bitter with ref-
erence to the cause of the famine. “It’s not just
the result-of a drought, you know. In part, it’s 8
man-made famine.”

At this last I sat bolt upright in my see,t, for
I had suspected as much but had feared:-to be-
lieve it. “The British Army has encouraged and
subsidized the local black market so that it can
buy its food -rather tham ship it in. It more
expehsive to  pay profiteers’ prices, but it's not
hard to outbid-the natives of Calcutta. It’s costly
and it’s brutal, but we continue to do it be-
cause’ it -saves our damned valuable shipping

space.” -

»
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bourgeois party, the Chris-
tian Social party, gained an

| absolute majority.

The provincial elections of
February 24 will complete the
composition of the Senate, but it
is extremely doubtful that the

‘| Christian Social party will be

dislodged from its position. (The
Christian Social Party won 344
out.of 686 Couincilorships in the
February 24 elections. This is only
eight less than the combined
Councilorships won by the Social-
dst-Stalinist TLiberal coalition.
—Ed.)

‘ How did it" happen that the

: most reactionary bourgeois party

was aple to win such a victory?
No other explanation ig possible
than the. following; The Belgian
| masses, finding’ further radical-
ization blocked politically, have
lost interest in politics during the
past half year. This was clearly
evident throughout the whole
election campaign. There was
not the least sign of animation
inany of the large parties. Their
meetings did not arouse any
enthusiasm. The most complete
calm reigned. The debates among
the differmat parties were not
even sharp. One had the impres-
sion of watching a comedy in
which the roles were assigned in
advance,

MASSES DISICLUSIONED

Whence arose this lack of in-
terest among the working mass-
©s? It camg from the deceptions
practised their leaders—The
“Socialists,” and above all, The
“Communists.” It arose from the
fact that these parties, linked
by their collaboration in the
government with the bourgeois
“liberals” and “technicians,” did
not pose before the voters any
-question capable of arousing the
interest of the workers. It came
from the fact that the masses
for the past year, and above all
during the . monarchical crisis,
discovered that their ‘“leaders”
were not ready at any time to
engage in genuine struggle with
the bourgeoisie on  any hsue
whatever.

This was clearly expressed in
the votes of the workers. Al-
though immediately following the
“liberation” the Stalinist -party
was well on the way to rolling up
a crushing majority of workers,
now it could not obtain more
than 24 seats out of 202, most of
these due to petty bourgeois votes.
The Socialist party, which a year
and a half ago was in full dis-
integration, obtained 69 seats,
that is, has even geined in com-
parison with 1939.

There i no doubt that if the
Socialist and Communist (Sta-
linist) parties had entered the
election with a clear program
and with the will of jointly form-
ing a government, excluding all
bourgeois parties from 'power,

Carry On Fight
To Free India

(Continued from Page 1)
were ‘“victimized” a new strike
would be called .

No police violénce, however; no’
matter how savage, can repress
the rising mass movement for
India’s independence. The In-
dian reyolution is on the march.
This is recognized even by com-.
mentators of the capitalist
papers. -

ON THE MARCH

The February 26 N.. Y. Herald

Tribune, for instance, fears that

| the “huge Indian Army . .. may

twrn against the British com-
mand.” This. army, created by
the British during the war as a
bulwark for their despotic colo-
nial rule, numbers some 2,000,-
000 men. Men demobilized from
this army, continues the Herald
Tribune, “will not stand unarmed
before British machine guns and
let themselves be beaten with
the bamboo poles of the Indian
police. ‘They will hide their arms
and shoot hack.”

~ For decades the ‘British de-
pended on misleaders of the In-
dian people to stave off revolu-
tion by following the futile tac-
tics . of “peaceful disobedience.”
Gandhi’s tactics have time and
again only paved the way for
British violence. Gandhi’s influ-
ence is now rapidly weakening.
“Even in the All-India National
Congress, which used to be at
Gandhi’s beck and call,” ,con-
tinues the Herald-Tribune cor-
respondent, “the younger mem-
bers now demand a military re-
bellion against the British as the
only means of forcing the rulers
to ‘quit India.’”’

During the Sec¢ond World War
“the fruit of rebellion wasg surely
ripening.”- "And, concludes the
writer, - “all events indicate
further rioting and widespread
mmn

I
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By E. Germain
(Special to The Militant)
BRUSSELS, Belgium, Feb. 22—The legislative elections
& | on February 17 led to a paradox in its results. In the House ;
of ‘Representatives, the government coalition of the So=
B ciahst Party, Communist (Stalinist) Party, and the bour= .
gois Liberal party now hold a majority of 20 seats. But 1n
the Senate the reactmnary?

Ilsts"

Leon Lesoil
The founder of the Belglam

Trotskyist movement, Leon Le=
soil, arrested by the Namis oz /-
June 22, 1941 for anti-fascisk -
activities, died in Neuengame &
me Concentration Camp May -
6, 1942. He was a member of
the Executive Committee of **
the Fourth International. &

they would have obtained s largd .
absolute majority even at the
present time. But it is more than
certain that if the elections had
taken place six months ago, ai_,
| the - Trotskyists .demanded, the"
reaction would have reoetved
crushing defeat. :
The fact is that from the end
of the monarchical crisis #hé
Trotskyists ceaselessly . warned
the masses that the postpone-"
men . of the elections, together
with the hesitations and evasmns
of the reformists and Stalinists
on the question of the monar-
chy, would prepare & victory for
the Christian Social party. This :
party mobilized all its forces in
defense .of Leopold III.

TROTSKYIST WARNING

But if the reformist and Stalin- . -
ist chiefs from the beginning“ef*
the monarchical crisis had put
the King on trial, ¥ they had:
published . their incriminating:
dossier on Leopold III, if they.:
"1 had demonstrated before the en=.. .
tire country the true role of the .
monarchy, the Christian Social
party would have been incapable
of making electoral capital on
the question of the ménarchy.

‘The Reformists and Stalini‘sts
want to maintain their coalition
with the bourgeoisie. They do not .
want to “diminish the prest1ge
of the monarchy and of the™
Royal House.” It is their fear
of the people which prevents~
them from agitating on the quess
tion of :the monarchy as the inw= .
terests of the workers necessitate.
Thus they.prepared the electoral
victory of the reaction. :

On the -basis of the presene
parliament i is extremely d}f- G
ficult for the different parties $0
find a solution to the govern~ .
mental orisis. =~ The coalition”™
which has governed up to now
ie in danger of not obtaining &'
majority in the Senate, A “gov=" .
ernment of national unity,” thet .
is a coalition, widened to the:
Christian Social party, runs wp.. -
against two difficulties. On the
one hand the Christian Soci#’
party does not want the Stalin-
ists in°the Bovernment, but the:
|weformists don’t want to enter :
the government if the Staliniste
do not likewise participate. On
the othér hand there exists a”
powerful opposition in the Bel=
gian Socialist party as well as
the Communist Party’ azainst any i
collaboration with the Christian .
Social party. If the leaders act .
against the wishes of the rank
and file militants, they risit
provoking splits, ¥ not graw
crises. &

In this political ensis the
working class nevertheless hes
lost nothing of its rmlitancy. e
Sporadic strikes broke ' oub ;.
among the miners the day after -
the elections. .In the bourgeois
‘milieu and in their press one feels”
very.well the fear of the capital=+
ists at the possible violent reac-
tion of the masses. That is why'
the bourgeoisie is doing every-'.
thing it can to set up a governe.
ment of “national unity”to which-
the reformist and Stalinist lead- -
ers will be tied even mare tightly
then in the past. . o

The Trotskyist slogan, “No
coalition with the bourgeoisie,”
‘remains therefore more timely.
than ever. At the same time the
correctness of our demane,
Abolition of the Reactionary Sen~ *
ate, which we were the only ones
to advance befére the election,
was quickly confirmed by events.
The Trotskyists now say to th
workers, There is no reason for
your belng demoralized. It
not you who were beaten tn wme.
election, but the false politics
of -your leaders. = Your: struggle
must be continued in the field
proper to it, the field of class ae-
tion. There you will be victorie.
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bnly" the world rev-

USSR for socialism.
But the world revolu-
tion carries with it
the inescapable blet.
ting out of the Krem.
lin oligarchy.

—~Leon Trotsky

e

Keep Up The Fight'

In the midst of the steel strike, Philip Mur-

ray, President of the CIO and of the United

. Bteelworkers Union, correctly condemned the .

. federal government for -helping .to finance

. strikebreaking and union-busting through co-
Jossal tax rebates insuring Big Business against
any profit loss.

He demanded the repeal of these tax steals
. which guarantee up to $20 billions to the labor-
hating industrialists.

Murray and other top union officials alse
pointed out that hundreds of thousands of
striking workers were. being denied any un-
employment compensation benefits.

Since the steel strike has been settled, how-
ever, Murray and his close associates hayve sud-
denly quieted down on these vital questions.

: But the need for action on these and simi-
“lar political issues is more urgent today than
ever. Every worker now on the picket lines
at General Motors,, Westinghouse, General
Electric -and hundreds of other strike-bound
plants knows that the success of their struggle
is directly affected by the continued payment
*of eolossal tax rebates to the companies while

strikers are forced to go without unemploy—'

‘ment compensation.

- The arrogant General Motors hosses can
afford to keep their plants shut only because

. the U. 8. Treasury can provide up to $160,000,- -

“'000 to GM in 1948 tax refunds. They can con-
tinue to resist the just demands of the workers
because they calculate on starving them out
‘and demoralizing their ranks by hunger.

: Moreover, hundreds of thousands of addi-

- tional workers face the prospect of being forced

" into strike action in the coming months. They

~certainly cannot . afford to drop the fight

~ against the union-busting tax laws and for un-
employment benefits to strikers, as Murray
is evidently ready to do.

The entire labor movement must be mobii-.

ized in a united, consistent and aggressive

.+ drive to force the repeal or amendment of

“the vicious Federal tax steal and to redouble
their mass pressure upon those.state admin-
dstrations which refuse compensation to strik-
ing workers. ’

Imperialist Censors

Although Allled propagandists pmclaimed
that the'Second World War was fought, among

- other reasons, for freedom of the press, the -
Allied powers still maintain an iron censorship ‘

' -over the colonial areas embna,cing the majority
of mankind.

In India the British have lowered the

olution can save the

censorship curtain on their butchery of the.

great masses of people seeking an end to
imperialist oppression.
o In Indonesia, the British and Dutch im-
perialists permit only dispatches. favorable. to
.them to leak through the censorship.
And 'in Indo-China, the French despots are
" so fearful of publicity that they permit noth-
ing whatever to leak out. Yet from Hanol, which
“the French have not yet occupled, an oc-
casional item gets into -the press telling of
horrible massacres by the French of entire

villages in Indo-China, Behind the news black-

‘out the French Generals are waging a murder-

" ous full-scale war against the heroic- Indo-
~ Chinese people who seek independence. |

They are repeating a policy employed by

- Wall Street.

disarmed the partisan fighters of the Philip-

pines and arrested their leaders, censorship

. covered, his reactionary acts like a protective |

- smokescreen.
The imperialist powers maintain censor»
ship over the colonial lands because they fear

public opinion at home. They are afrald that ’

© if the full facts wére known, such indignation
“'would .sweep the working class, as to make
impossible their savage campaifn of sup-
pression of the colonial peoples.

"~ The = Australian
“ships bound with arms

for imperialist

. For example, when MacArthur .

longshoremen’ picketed‘.

| troops in Java. By hiding the facts, the im-

perialists hope to prevent such actions of soli-
darity from being repeated on a big scale in
other sources of war supplies such as England
and America.

_ The struggle of the colonial peoples for
freedom ties in directly with the workers’ strug-
gle at home against the big sorporations. Tre-

2

mendous holdings in colonial lands. are one
of the sources of profits that strengthen and
make arrogant these same corporations.

It is therefore the duty of American work-- |
. 'ers8 to rally to the support of the colonial

peoples’ fight for freedom. Demand an end
to the censorship!
withdrawal of all American troops from foreign
.80il. Let the colonial peoples freely choose
their own form of government!

Freedom From Fear?

Hundreds of  thousands of Negro boys,:
drafted into American imperialism’s armies
were told they were fighting for the “Four
, Freedoms,” including “freedom from fear.” The
kind of “freedom” they really won was sketched
in blood last week in the town of Columbia,
Tennessee.

There, wholesale atrocities were committed
agalnst an entire Negro community by state
storm-troops. Homes were searched and ran-
‘sacked by “law officers” without warrant. Men,
women and clildren were hauled from their

dwellings and beaten up. Machine gun bullets |

ripped through their doors and windows. Many
wére wounded. Scores were arrested and ‘held
without charges or on frame-up charges. Two

~ were murdered by prison guards.

The Columbia atrocity is no isolated ineci-
dent. It wasn’t committed by an “unruly mob.” "
It is but the latest example of official Jim
Crow in action. It was perpetrated by armed
forces of the State.

We are witnessing a whole wave of these
murderous outrages against the Negro people
committed by the, armed minions of capitalist
“law and order.” In Freeport, N. Y. a-cop drunk
with race-hate killed two Negro brothers and
wounded a third. An Alabama police chief i
dragged a dying Negro veteran into a police
car after he had been shot by a street car
"conductor for moving a Jim Crow sign; the
police chief completed the execution.

These crimes are not only condoned and
whitewashed by government agencies, but in-
spired by them and perpetrated by their instru-
ments. The guiding center of these outrages is
in Washington,.D. C., '

The Federal government itself protects and
fosters the'whole system of Jim Crow.

%  In the Big Business-dominated Congress,

the most reactionary forces are having a Devil's

Holiday against the Negro people and organ-
ized labor. Their lynching of the FEPC bill was
a call to action for flesh-and-blood lynchings,
just.as the rabid drive against labor has em-
boldened the corporation offensive against the
_unions,

‘The Big Business ruling class is out to break
up the unity of the working class with race
hatred, and to terrorize and crush any section
of the people who, like the Negroes, are fight-
ing back against oppression.

““Freedom From Fear”? Not for the Negro
people in capitalist-ruled America. And not
for the whole working class so long as the
ruling cjass Jim-Crow system can get away
with such atrocities as Columbia, Tennessee.

Change Of Mind

A very interesting incident occurred in Phil-
adelphla February 27 following the police
assault on the picket line at the General Elec-

* tric plant. The brutal clubbing of the strikers

‘aroused unionists throughout the city to white-
hot anger.

“In the afternoon,” reports the press, “forty
women members of the Food, Tobacco, Agri-
culture and Allied Workers Union of America,
CIO, marched into City Hall and changed
their registration from Republican to Demo-
cratic because the police broke up the picket
line at the General Electric plant. The women
said that the patrolmen were nothing more
than ‘storm troopers’.” e y

These women unionists were completely cor-
rect in Interpreting the police assault as a
_ political act—but they drew the wrong political
conclusions.

In New York, for instance, “storm troopers”
In the same kind of police uniforms as the
‘Philadelphia strikebreakers have assaulted
picket lines. Like the Philadelphia cossacks
they were on- horseback. Like the Philadel-
phia agents of the bosses they carried-clubs.
But unlike the'Philadelphia cops, they storm-
ed the picket lines on orders = of  ‘Mayor

" O'Dwyer’s Democratic administration,

Now what should angry New York trade
Lunionists in the Democratic Party do to fol-
low the example of the Philadelphia CIO wo-
men? Change their registration to -the Re-
publican Party?

It is clear as daylight that both the Repub-
lican and the Democratic Parties are political
organizations of the bosses. Representatives.
of both parties defend. the interests of the
capitalists. =~ Both parties attack the labor
movement. Both parties when in office order
their cops to club down:strikers.

,And that is not strange, since the same big
\capitalists finance and control both parties.
Big Business operates those two parties to trap
unwary workers,  Big Business does not at
all .mind when workers switch from . the

k Republican Party to the Democratic Party. -In

tact it operates two parties with that pur-
pose in mind—to keep the workers voting for
one or the other of the political tools of Big
Business.

The correct political step for the forty
Philadelphia women unionists would have been
to reject both parties.

The only political force that ‘ean make the
bosses retreat is a Labor Party. With a Labor
Party in power, such brutal assaults of police
storm troopers could not take place with im-
punity, for the men in. office and in control
of the City administration would be labor’s
own representatives. _

~When union supporters of the boss parties
change their minds politically, the correct
conclusion to draw is: BUILD A LABOR
PARTYY{

Demand the immediate
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“Those strikers think they've got us with our backs to the wall—-but

they’ll see that we're not go soft!

’,’

Yskomiomormnin

MANIFESTO OF THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL, To the
Workers and Peasants of India,

Pioneer Publishers, 1942, 20
pp., 5 cents.
Today, as the fiery slogan:

“Long Live the Revolution!”
sweeps over India, this Mani-
festo of the Fourth- Internation-
al is even more important than
when it was first issued -almost
four years ago. For in the test

- of living events since 1942, the

correctness of the perspectives,
policy and program set forth in

this Manifesto has been fully .es-

tablished.

Four years ago the Manifesto
stated what is once more so clear-
ly revealed, that “British imper-
ialism will never agree to na-
tional independence of India.” It
explained: ‘“British imperialism

- is fighting this war in order to
.malntain its empire.

To lose
control of India permanently
would be losing the war.” In
facts and figures the Manifesto
demonstrates how the ‘“pillage
of India is the backbone of Brit-
ish imperialism.- Without it Brit-
ish capitalism would be doorhed.”

But while the British were oc-

k cupied with their Axis imperial-
" ist rivals, they were anxious to

keep the Indian masses quiet and
subdued. They were thus forced
to make vague and deceitful
promises that some day — after
the war—India would be grant-
ed independence. The British
‘were aided in this deceit by the
weak-kneed and perfidious pol-
icies of Gandhi and the native
bourgeois leaders of the Indian
National Congress.

TERRIBLE PROSPECTS

But now that World War II is
over, as the Manifesto predicted
the Indian masses are no closer,
to thls promised freedom than

‘lions may die.

they were after World War I,

In fact, the Indian peoples not
only face even more savage re-
pressions, but the immediate
prospect of a terrible British-
created famine, in which ten mil-
As this Mani-
festo pointed out, only in the
revolutionary struggles of the
workers in alliance with the peas-
antry, could the Indian masses
throw the imperialist plunder-
ers, together with their native
agents, off their backs.

The Manifesto also exposes the

role of American imperialism,
'which would consent to the end

of British political control of In-
dia “only in order to replace it
by the equally imperialist pene-
tration of dollar-imperialism.”
In dealing with the treacher-

‘ous role of Stalinism which to-

day, as then, maneuvers to curb
and to betray the revolutionary
struggles of the Indian masses
for freedom, the Manifesto de-
clares: “Do not for one moment
trust your fate to the Stalinist
bureaucracy . The workers of
Indis miust understand that there
is & basic distinction between the
Soviet Union and Stalin. Within
the Soviet Union the' Kremlin
regime has wiped out the Soviet
democracy of the days of Lenin
and Trotsky and does not permit
any voice to the masses. Stalin’s
conception of the defense of the
Soviet Union is bureaucratic, in-
terested in preserving his own
reactionary rule, and without a:
trace of internationalism. " Stalin
would in no way encourage 8 rev-
olution in India, for such a revo-
lution would inspire the masses
of the Soviet Union to come for-
ward with their .own demands
against Stalin.”

After exposing all the open and
disguised enemies of the Indian
peoples, the Manifesto calls up-
on the masses to reiy only upon

‘for ifs

the international working class
allies, and to build their
owni vanguard party,” “a party
which is really their own, inde=
pendent of control by the Con-
gress or the Stalinists.”

“There is such a party in India
today!” the manifesto declares.
“It is the Bolshevik - Leninist
Party, the Indian section of the
Fourth International. It is a
party buiit on the firm founda-

tions of the teachings of Marx, -

Lenin and Trotsky. It is a party
which knows how to connect In-
dia’s great strugglé with the
struggle of the workeys and op-
pressed peoples of the whole
‘world.”

GLORIOUS ROLE

In a ringing call to revolution-
ary action,
clares: ‘“Proletarians of India!

It is within your power/to A%~

sume today the glorious role that
the workers of backward Czarist
Russia achieved in 1917 ... As
Russia was the weakest iink in
the imperialist chain in 1917, so
India is today! . . . Just as in
1817, the breaking of the weak-
est link today will inspire a ser-
ies of revolutions which, in turn,
will come to the aid of the Indian
revolution against the imperial-
ists.”

Finally, In a pledge which is
being re-affirmed today in the
current colossal revolutionary’
struggles of the Indian peoples
the Manifesto concludes: “Work-
ers and Peasants of India! Be
assured that on all the continents
of the world the sections of the
Fourth International are defend-
ing your struggle, exposing the
lies of the imperialists and rally-
ing the workers and peasants to
your side.” -
‘ Reviewed by
Larissa: Reed

Longressmen At Work '

If any housewife’s got trou-
bles let her write Representa-
tive Fulton of Pennsylvania. Ful-
ton is one member of Wall
Street’s Congress who is all for
the down-trodden kitchen- slave.
On January 24 he began an all-
out fight for the rights of one of
the most oppressed, persecuted

- and bedevilled housewives in the

country—none other than thes
wife 6f the President of the Unit-
ed States!

“Mr. Chairman,” declared this

-champion of woman’s rights, “I

have added an extra item of sal-
ary to someone who has long been
neglected. That is the wife of
the President of the United
States, who runs not a house,
not just the White House, but

an institution.”

To prove he meant business
and was not simply spouting hot
air as so many of his fellow Con-
gressmen are accustomed to do,
Fulton introduced an amendment
to the Independent Offices Ap-

. propriation Bill. This- amendment
. would provide “to the wife of the

President a salary of $10,000 per
year as services for maintaining
the White House establishment,
not to be expended as the Presi-
dent may determine.”

' NO INSULT INTENDED

Fulton added that last phrase
about the President not as a de-

: liberate insult to Harry S. Tru-

man but simply out of long ex-
perience and observation. What

" husband wouldn’t cast a covetous

eye at his wife’s pocket book with
her pulling down a cool $10,000

a year out of the public treasury?

' Exercising all his oratorical-

powers, Fulton dwelt on the ter-
rific wage slash the President’s
wife suffered when her husband
hit the jackpot and moved into
the White House: “This particu~
Jar person in this particular in-
stance has previously received a
salary of $4,500 per year as the
wife of & Senator. She had been
the secretary of  the President
when he was in the Senate. She
has now been promoted to the
wife of the President of the Unit-
ed States, and has been demoted
by $4,500 per year.”

To make matters still worse,
this exploited housewife’s hours
of labor have been considerably
lengthened: “As the wife of the
President she has greatly added
responsibilities. She is known as
the First Lady of the land.” On
top of all her other hardships
“she is the only case of involun-
tary servitude in the United
States of America. She serves

WWH without mo com-

N

pletely without expenses, could
not resign from the position if
she wanted to.”
WHITE HOUSE SLAVERY )
In eloquent terms, this defen-
der of burdened-down house-
wives described how Mrs. Truman
works her fingers to the bone:

“She has to travel to conventions

of many lodges. She has to re-:
ceive. women from all parts of
the country. She has t6 hold press
conferences either - directly ' or
through her assistants. Those are
duties that must be recognized.
In addition to that, she has the
duty of supervising the expend-
ing ‘of all the money for the

purchases. She. has secretaries

who work for her and who are -

paid, but she herself is paid not
one red cent by the ‘people of
the United States.”

All Fulton’s brilliant cloquence
went in vain, however. Repre-
sentative Hendricks of Florida
got him on. a point of order
“that it is an appropriation not
authorized by law.”

So Fulton had to sit down
without being able to accomplish

.case of exploitation he had un-
covered in the White House. But
next time he might do better—
it he can get the law on his side.
Even Hendricks had to admit
“there is some merit to the pro-

posal.”

)

the Manifesto de-

maintenance of the household in
the White House. She supervises. .
the servants. She_ supervises the - |

8 thing to rectify this shameful

—— By CHARLES CARSTEN—

PROBLEMS FACING
WAR VETERANS

What’ Happened To Postwar
Promises?

Not so lohg ago big-business propagandists were
painting rosy preview pictures of the post-war world,

Remember Roosevelt’s promise of “Freedom From
Want”? His assurance that -there would be! ne
more unemployment, no more economic insecurity?
His guarantees of “Freedom From Fear”?

Other Wall Street spokesmen repeated and elabe
orated on this theme until a few months ago. But
they have soft-peddled the talk about “equal oppore
tunities” in the “new and better post-war world”

_now that the time for the pay-off is here.

There is good reason for this soft-peddling. Take

a look at the record of the “pay-off” less than six .

months after the end of military hostilities.

Equal Opportunity?

A group of taxi-cab drivers, all veterans of World
War II, went to Washington, D. C,, in February to
protest the refusal of the Chicago officials to permit
them to operate their own cabs,

Congress refused to hear their story. They were not

allowed to parade their taxi cavalcade up the” White
House drive,

Most of the men are broke. But Washington police ‘

issued a warning against their picking up passengers
in the District of Columbia, where there is an acute .

‘cab shortage.

\

The Federal Government Is passing the buck. .

Washington officials told the men .it would do ne
good to protest at the capitol. They were advised
to go back to Chicago and present their case to
the very City Council which has granted a moropoly
to the wealthy Yellow and Checker cab companies.

These veterans, like countless othe.s in the country
accorded similar treatment are bitterly disillusioned,

Freedom From Fear?

Four Negro brothers were celebrating a reunion
on February §, in Freeport, Long Island. Three of
them were veterans of World War II, two of them

still in uniform. They were refused service in the -

bus terminal tea room., Pfc. Charles Ferguson, one
of the brothers, protested the discrimination and
they left the tea room,

When they returned to the bus terminal some time
later, intending to take a bus home, they were ace
costed by Patrolman Romeika of the Freeport City
Police. Gun in hand he arrested the brothers.

While they were awaiting a patrol wagon, with
their backs to a wall and their hands in the air,
Policeman Romeika kicked one of the men in the
groin. Pfc. Charles protested.

Policeman Romeika replied by shooting Charle‘
through the head. He then shot again killing Alonzo
Ferguson and wounding Joseph, a ship’s cook in
the U. 8. Navy, Richard, a 3rd Army combat vete
eran with two pronze stars, was jailed. A few houts
later he was tried without benefit of counsel and
sentenced on a charge of “disorderly conduct.” The
judge gave him the maximum of 100 days in jail
. The policeman who committed the murders is
ree.

Thig is the reward the Ferguson brothers received
for their sacrifices in the war for a “free world”:
one jajled, one wounded, two killed — by a “law and
order” officer in America.

) ™ 3 ;

Resentment is mounting among World Wer II vet=
erans as 8 result of incidents such as these, which

thoroughly expose the glib promises made by Wall

Street propagandists as nothing but a vicious hoax,

Rich Interests Fight
Veterans’ Housing Bill

From one end of the country to the other, veterans
are desperately searching for houses or apartments
for themselves and their families. But the same -
capitalist government- which voted scores of bil- -
lions of dollars to equip them for slaughter and
transport them to the ‘battle-zones refuses to ap-
propriate money enough to build housing for these
millions of returning servicemen.

Under tremendous pressure from sthe vets, Hous- :
ing Administrator Wilson Wyatt drafted a veterans®
emergency housing program, calling—on paper—for
2,700,000 homes by the end of 1947, But the same
reactionary forces that lynched the FEPC and
rushed through anti-labor legislation have ganged
up in the House of Representatives against the Vete
erans’ Housing Bill. Last week Democrats and Re-
publicans combiued to vote the essential points of
this housing program at the behest of a powerful
Big Business lobby lavishly provided with funds.

Spearheading this lobby is the Producers’ Coune
cil, Inc., which represents Big Business firms like
Johns-Manville. and other manufacturers of build-
ing materials. They have raised a $5-million slush

-fund to kill or cripple the housing legislation.

The building lobby, like all the other corporate
interests, is out to abolish all price controls.. In this
case it seeks to eliminate the proposal that the
housing expediter spend $600-million as subsidies
or incentive payments to expand the hullding mae
terial industry. This would tend to undermine their
monopolist grip on housing materials.

Joining in the fight against the housing bill is

_the no less influential National Association of*Resl
- Estate Boards, representing the big banking, ine

surance and propertied interests. This group is leads
ing the campaign against any check on speculation
in rea} estate or curbing of rents.

The third section of this building lobby consists
of the money-lenders belonging to the National
Savings and Loan Association and the U. 8. Savings
and Loan Assoclation. These usurious outfits are

fighting .not only price controls but any libéralizae

tion of government mortgage Insurance, a vital part
of the veterans’ housing’ program.

The CIO Housing Committee, the AMVETS, and
the ‘American Veterans’ Committee have been presse
ing for the passage of the Housing Bill.
old-line veterans’ organizations—the American Le«

gion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars—have been
silently sabotaging it.

According to present indications, the veterans'
emergency housing program seems slated for defead
since the Truman administration is giving only
token support to the measure.
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. Says Trotskyists Are

Genuine Marxists
Editor: )
In the latest Militant, I read

with great interest the article |/

by the  editors entitled: “Red-
Baiting,” = Slander — Stalinist
8tyle.” In that article was quot-
ed a vicious attack upon the SWP
by the March 1 People’s World,
West Coast Stalinist paper. It
refers to your Los Angeles may-
oralty platform.

When I read this, I under-
stood that I owe you a very pro-
found apology indeed. I see now
that you did call for an end to
the murder of the workers of
Europe, while said murder was
going on. This clears up in my
mind the very last doubt regard-
ing your devotion to the interna-
tional working class.

- Prankly, I couldn’'t understand
what I believed to be your si-

= Jence concerning the slaughter

. great Wall Street bastion,;

6f German non-combatant work-
ers and peasants. I know now

.that you were not silent, and 1

fully realize the courage you
possessed to write such state-
ments into your platform in
1945! Some of my friends who
agree with me ia this matter,

‘are also greatly impressed.

They are wondering, would it
be possible to obtain a copy of
that mayoralty platform, that we
may show it to others, to con-
vince them that one party, at
least, dared to raise its voice

‘ 'sgamst the greatest horror the

world had yet known . . . to raise
its volce here in the USA the
to
raise its voice, not only AFTER
the war, but DURING it. We will
gladly pay for this copy, if we
may have one, and if you will
fet us know how much-it is.
Best of wishes to you now and
always . . . I realize now you are

_, the only Marxist party worthy
* of the name.

. Ing unemployment

Belle Montague
Cambridge, Mass.

On Uhemployme_nl' Pay

To Jobless Veterans
Editor:

I read with interest an article
{n the N. Y. Times, dated Febru-
ary 22 from Albany. It stated:
“Governor Dewey signed the Pil-
fion-Burney bill today authoriz-
insurance
benefits to veterans out of work'
because of a strike. It was stated

‘that actual payments under the

new law would begin the week

starting March 4.

. "“On that date also veterans
‘'who have been on strike for
seven weeks through strikes may
make application for benefits of
$20 a week, to begin then. The
duration of benefits is limited
to the sum to which they would
be entitled under “Federal read-
justment allowance. The fact
that these Federal allowances are
eut off where a veteran is out of
work because of a strike led.to
the introduction of the Pillion-
Burney bill upon the recommen-

.Concentration of
Wealth

There are only half as many
banks in the U, 8. as in 1920, but
they have three times as many
assets.

e

PINE

(On December 28, 1945, at Pineville, Kentucky, 28 miners
were killed in a mine explosion.)
- Like the massacred victims of Bytcher Hans Frank
The miners of Pine were sentenéed to die
In a maelstrom of murder, shut off from the sky
While the hangmen lamented, (Yes, crocodiles ccryl) . ..
_There were tears to be sure, but they flowed from, their own
Only workers could grieve, feeling deep, lasting pa.ln
- At the slaughter of innocents ruthlessly slain - !
! That their blood might propitiate the Great God of (Gain . .
But we shall not forget, and we shall not forgive =~ -
We shall pass on its memory in letters of flame ’
.. As & day of injustice, & symbol of shame
Until We—as the jury, apportion the blame,

Eddie Dumame :

dation of Oswald D. Heck, Speak-
er of the Assembly.”

It sure is unfortunate that they
cannot get UE insurance in-Jer-
sey state. Why doesn’t Governor
Edge follow the footsteps of Gov-
ernor Dewey in New York?

I wish you would publish this
fact in this week’s issue of The
Militant, for the benefit of those
veterans who possibly overlooked
it, as it was buried on Page 10
of the N. Y. Times, Just think
of the good you will do for plenty
of veterans who are not aware of
it. They sure deserve a break.
As ‘you will note this goes into
effect March 4th—MONDAY.
Thanks so much,

World War Veteran
' New York

Police Beat Negro
For Boarding Bus

'Editor:
In another vicious Jim Crow
attack, Detroit police on Feb-
ruary 24 again showed their
ruthlessness as agents of the
“democratic” -capitalist system.
Boarding & Toledo bus, an
elderly Negro man was refused
passage on the ground that he
had “cut the line.” The driver,
after the usual Jim Crow insults,
attempted to bar his entrance
onto the already crowded bus.
When the man succeeded in forc-
ing his way onto the coach in
the presence of local Greyhound
authorities, the station menager
called two." policemen who
protiptly .proceeded to pummel
and push him from the bus.
During the struggle such hum-
‘ble "queries as ““Why are you
treating me like this?” .

s MI,

just want to go to 'roledo” ‘s

“I was & gentleman, not hurt-
ing anybody”..
me stand in the bus.” ..., were
heard.

As the Negro vainly attempted
to resist the police, they pulled
him along the sidewalk to a
metal post where they beat his
head unmercifully against it.
Their answer to his pitiful sobs
were taunts and jibes and kicks.
They then marched him, already
weak and totally beaten to a pri-
vate hutomobile for the custo-
maty “Ride.” :

The passengers, in & hurry to
be on their way, made a few
slight protests. “He wasn’t both-
ering ‘anyone--Let him ride,”
etc. However, the police inter-

jection seemed to quell any real

protests they might have made.
Such vicious Jim Crowism, re-

| peated endlessly throughout the

couniry, reveal more sharply

every day, the rising tide of the

reactionary role that the agents
ot the government play.

Florence Hayes

Detroit, Mich.

For a Larger
Old-Age Pension

Editor:

I am 82 years old, and al-
ways did stand for the truth.
Therefore, I am sending my re-
newal to The Militant, along with
a few more subscribers, written
on the back of the renewal card.

Please take up the old age as-
sistance cause. It is very hard
for us to live on-our allowance
now. Thank you.

' ©  E. E. Hague
v i " oNew Castle, Pa.

. “Please just let |’

Mink Coat For Her Dog

shivering on a picket line,

Has it been a hard winter for you? It hasn’t been
for Lillian Elke of Chicago, or her dog “All-American
Captain Beanie,” who wear matching mink coats, in
the very best style. Beanie’s fur coat, fastened with
corded silk buttons, cost a mere $250. He owns eight
pieces of clothing, including a raincoat with a hood,
to keep him comfortable in any weather. While you're

think of Beanie!
: Aceme Photo,

Reader Condemns Doles,;
Wants Full Production

Editor:

Nineteen people out of twenty,
on being guestioned, will declare
that they have no desire to be-
come millionaires. They want
only enough money to secure for
themselves and their dependents
the essential things of life. In
other words, they want security.

In the golden aays of free en-

‘terprise when land was free and

everybody had an opportunity to
“go into business,” it was possible
for an individual to accumulate
enough to assure his personal
security. But, at present, many
millions of people are dependent
upon the whims of ruthless cor-
porations for an opportunity to
secure a day-to-day livelihood.
The ¢hances for obtaining per-
sonal security has gone the way
of the wooden plow and the horse
and buggy. So it 1is necessary
now to dbtain social security.
President Roosevelt inaugu-

rated a social security plan and
President Truman and many

Editor:

The brutual Jim-Crow murder
of the Ferguson Brothers is only
one of thé culminations of de-
cades of boss rule in Nassau
County, Long Island. There have
been others as atrocious. And
there will be more, unless Nas-
sauites awaken and sweep out the
filthy, money-pandering politi-
cians who now exploit them.

Nassau County is in the grip
of a powerful political octopus
as ruthless and despotic as the
Pendergast or Vare machines in
their palmiest days.

Nassau County consists of three

AKRON
, Militant’ Bookshop, Everett Bldg.,
i 408-6 Everett Bldg.; 3;) E. Market 8t,

BERKELEY, CALIF,
, Sather Gate Book Shop, 2335 Tele-

crost and Telegraph Ave.

CHICAGO i
51st St. L Station;
News -Exchange, 51 8. Main.
Ceshinsky’s Bookstore, 2750 W.
Division St.; University of Chi-
cago Bookstore, 5802 S. Ellls Ave.;
“Randolph News Shop, 63 W. Ran-
* dolph.
Newstand, N.W»
Cottage Qrove, ‘
160 N, Wells, Room 317,

DETROIT .
Family Theater Newsstand, oppo-
site theater, Carls Book Store, 9109
Woodward Ave. Cass Newsstand,
Cass at Michigan Ave.
Michigan Ave.
Militant Bookshop, 6108 Llnwood

‘' LOS ANGELES .
NE Corner, 8th- and Main; 326 W.
5th Street;. Consolidated Bldg. 6th
‘and Hill; 22101, Bklyn. Ave.; 16860

. N. Oashuenga and Hollywood BIlvd,,
1065 N. Los Palmos and Holly-
wood . Bivd., 335% S Hill 8t.

MILWAUKEE \
Militant Book. Shop, 424 E Wells
Room 21. Newsstand, N. E.
Eorner Plankington, 2nd Wisconsin.

MINN‘EAPOLIS

Labor Book store,
Street.

NEW YORK
Newsstands on 14th Street, between
and and 6th Aves.; 42nd St. be-
_tween 5th & 6th: 116 University
Place. i
NEWARK

Progressive Workers’
Springfield Ave

School, 433

Where You Can Buy
‘Fourth International

graph Ave.; Whitey’s corner Ben-

‘| SAN FRANCISCO

corner 518t and/'

16 South 4 |

PHILADELPRIA
13th and Market Streets.

PITTSBURGH
Kauffman’'s Dept. Store, Book Dept. '

PORTLAND, ORE. .
Rich’'s ocor, 8.W. Wssh!ngbon and
8.W. 6th Ave.

Duncan’s Newsstand, 1888 Sutter
St.; Rays Smoke Shop, 1174 Butter
St.; MacDonald’s Book Store, 867
Mission St.; - Golden Gate News
Agency, 81-3rd St.; Fltzgerald NeWs
Agency, 21-g¢ht St,

San Francisco School of Social
Science, 30§ Grant Ave,, 4th Fl

SAN DIEGO |
242 Broadway.

SAN PEDRO
Soclalist Workers Party, Rm. 214,
1008 S. Paclfic Ave.; Willlams
Book Store, 284-6th &t.; “Johnson’s
Pool Hall, 531 ‘Beacon M. LaRue
Pharmacy 1300 Palfic; Abrams
Pharmacy 1002 South Guﬂey 2

3 SEATTLE
Eckert’'s corner, Washington and ~
1st Ave.; Bishop Drug Store, 507
Jackson St.; Rayner's Book Store,
806 3rd Ave.; Péol Room, 500. Main
Street.

ST. LOUIS

Foster's Book Btore, 410 Washing-
ton Ave. .

TOLEDO
Hirsch News. 319 8t. Clair St.
Athletic Sport Center, 908 Wash-
ington St.; M. & M. Drugstore,
Michigan St and Madison Ave.
‘Militant’ Book Shop, 213 Michigan

8t.

Orchard Drug Stove, 3059 W, Ban-
croft.

St. John's News Co.

408 Jefferson

towns and two  cities, embrac-
ing more than 50 villages in an
intricate, interlocking system of
government from which the poli-
ticos pluck their plunder.
‘From the semi-industrial South
Shore of Long Island, where the
Boss rules the local setups under
the @guise of ever-shifting,
evanescent “non-partisan” par-
‘ties, .to the Gold Coast of the
North Shore, where maids and
footmen and butlers solemnly
goosestep into drawing rooms to
elect Lords of, the Manors as
mayors of tax-evading incorpo-
rated estates, the Sprague mon-
archy grips tensely. -
J. Russel Sprague (one “1”
please), is Boss of the whole
county. He rules completely, un-
opposed, omnipotent. Not a plum
falls without his regal nod. Re-
search into the records of the
Board of Supervisors for the last
15 years shows but'one “Nay”
vote. That poor wretch, though
he apologized through two meet-
ings, paid for his single dissent

I with his political life.

Boss Sprague wields the scep-
ter he inherited from his uncle,
the late Boss Doughty, with a
heavy hand and great striking
power. He has added to its lus-
ter. He now controls two politi-
cal parties in Nassau County,
the Democratic as well as the
Republican. The County Demo-
cratic leader, holder of a well-

id job as Commissioner- of
Jurors, never makes more than
a shadow of a campaign. The
two and three-to-one Sprague

|majorities pile up monotonously.

Freeport, scene .of the wanton
killing of the PFerguson boys
which the Sprague district at-
torney whitewashed last week,
has a section known as Benhning-
ton Park. Freeporters don’t eveni
pass through this place, if they
can avoid it. Except Freeport’s
segregated Negroes. ‘They must
live there. 'I‘hey‘li've in hovels,
sleep in shifts, Live in unimagin-
able squalor, in shacks with
broken doors, stuffed windows,
primitive or no toilet facilities,
freezing in winter, inseet and
disease breeding in summer.
Hempstead and Rockville Cen-

tre, both in the county, ha,ve_

sections as bad.

Freeport now has the chance,
mainly at state expense, and by

Corruption Grips Nassau Coun ty,
Scene Of Ferguson Murder Case

a simple act of the Village Board,
to replace these slums with new,
modern apartment units for its
Negro citizens. But no! The ma-
chine has lost face. Negroes have
dared to protest the murder of
two boys. The chief of police has
been criticized, the village board,
even Boss Sprague! Someone
must suffer. Who? Why the Ne-
groes, of course!

So the Village Board has de-
creed that the proposal must
be placed on the ballot in the
March election, where political
machination will undoubtedly re-
sult in its defeat.

And then these well-fed, warm-
Iy-housed “fat-cat” officehold-
ers went forth to pay lip-service
to “Brotherhood Week” in the
controlled press! Next day they
emphasized their brotherhood by
discontinuing all assistance to
Child Care Centres for working
mothers in the village.

Where is the “Voice of the
People,” the “free” capitalist
press? Its vocal cords well stuff-
ed with money, it speaks when
told to, says what its masters
command.

There are two dallles in Nas-
sau County. One is owned by the
Guggenheim millions, and pub-
lished- by the Crown Princess of
Joseph Patterson, owner of the

New York City Daily News. It |

makes faint, féeble yips at minor
Sprague policies, and supports

 him' in vital ones.
The other is the direct mouth- |

plece of Spraglie. It is backed
by powerful utility and contract-
ing interests, and published by |
one ‘of the behind-the-scenes
wirepullers’ ‘who manipulate
Sprague. Its editor is an import-
ed Kentucky Colonel, suh, who
has all of the Bourbonisms. He
openly espouses lynching, and
on two occasions in his editorials
has advocated the rope for Ne-
groes. He mumbles that suspect-
ed thieves should be shot on
sight, to save the state the trou-
ble of a trial and incarceration.
Some of these bloodstained mag-
nolia blossoms he has wafted into
print have caused violent  pro-
test, but youw'd never know it if
you lived in Nassau County.

How could you?
- J

Freeport, L. 1

others are demanding that his
plan should be enlarged. This is
an appropriate time to discard
wishful thinking and emotional
approaches to the subject and
analyze the plain facts.

All of the present social secur-
ity plans anticipate mass un-
employment on such a large scale
that local authorities will be
unable to cope with it and only
the: national government can
meet and cope with it.

Politicians and the big indus-
trialists- are constantly assuring
us that they want to create gen-
eral prosperity. But that is im-
possible so long -as there are
large numbers of unemployed
workers subsisting on security
doles that are just above the
starvation level.

. The fact that all of these plans
anticipate a_vast number of un-
employed workers on a starvation
dole is sufficient reason for. their
condemnation. These plans, in
effect, prohibit the worker from
buying the things that he needs
today, in the hope that he may
buy them next year or sometime
in the distant future — if he
should live until then. But they
‘do not make any provision for
producing those things. That is
left to the whims of the power-
ful corporations which own the
means of production. ‘

Qur production facilities are
now so developed that it is pos-
sible to produce all of the‘ser-
vices and good things of life that
the people need. Thus, it is just
as illogical, unnecessary, uneco-
nomical, and unstatesmanlike to
prevent people from. buying all
the things they need as it would
be to prevent them from using
all of the air they need when
there is’ enough for all. ™

There is enough air ‘to meet
all human needs and we"have
the materials and man-power to
provide the.things of life that
the people need. So why should
people be prevented from buy-
ing the things they need under
a security program or any other
pretext?

Instead of preparmg for mass
unemployment under the guise of
social security, why not prepare
for full employment with wages
that will enable the. worker to
buy the things he produces?

That method will create gen-
eral and permanent prosperity.

Frank Simpson,
San Diego, Calif.

|USES Forces
Veterans Into
Low Pay’ Jobs

Editor: .

A little experience I- had at
the Unemployment Compensa-
tion office should be of interest
to other Militant readers, in
general, ) ’

After being unemployed for
six weeks, and futilely seeking a
job that would pay better than
the $20 a week unemployment
compensation that I collect, I
sought out one of the job place-
ment interviewers at the U.C.C.
He was a sympathetic fellow and
told me that he had no job listed
for which he thought I would
qualify.

“You see,” he said, “the only
openings we have are calls for
veterans to work as learners. The
employers only pay them 50 or
‘60 cents an hour, while the gov-
ernment subsidizes them for $90
a month. I can send you on such
8 job, but the government won't
pay any subsidy for you. Do you
think you could AFFORD to’
take such a job?”

While I have been aware for

“Pioneer
Notes

Three letters this week from
‘branches of the Socialist Work-
ers Party all tell of successes in
selling A Practical Program to
Kill Jim Crow and The Struggle
for Negro Equality. These two
pamphlets are in great demand,
not only from the SWP branches,
but also from individuals who

write in.
Baltimore writes:

Northwest Baltimore. -

be wanting more copies.”

And from Detroit we hear:
“Sunday, February 24, we had
a meeting at which Grace Carl-
son spoke on ‘The Myth of Race
Superiority.’ The speech was very
good and we had a very full hall.
The literature we sold was The
Struggle for Negro Equality and
A Practical Program to Kill Jim

Crow.”

Chicago sent in this enthu-
siastic report: “Ten of us covered

an FEPC rally at the Coliseum |:

here. We distributed 1,000 -Mili-
tants and could have. used
500 more if we had had them
... We also sold 100 copies
esch of The Struggle for Ne-
gro Equality and A Practical
Program to Kill Jim Crow -
all 'we had with us, ‘All this
was done in a period of one hour.
The only competition we had
was from a small group of So-
cialist Party members, who pass-
¢d out some insipid announce-
ments and. tried hard not to look

too impressed at the number of
comrades we had present and
the amount of Hterature we were

selling.”
* *®

A Practical Program to Kill Jim
Crow, by Charles Jackson, sec-

ond edition, 10c.

The Struggle for Negro Equality,
by Albert Parker and John

Saunders, third edition, 10c.
Order from Pioneer Publish

ers, 116 University Place, Nev

York 3, N. Y,

Youth Grou
Activitie ¥

cuvites
NEW YORK — The Trotskyist
Youth Group, 116 University
Place, holds its weekly forum
every Friday at 8 p. m. Dancing
and refreshments after .every
meeting. Send name and address

for weekly announcement..

Friday, Mar. 8, 8 pm. “Twi-
light of the British Empire.”

Harlem: Every Monday, 8 p.m.,

class on “Pundamentals of So-

! cia,lism ” Dick Guerrero, instrucs

t.or, 1083 W. 10 st R. 28.

PHILADELPHIA—Youth For-~
ums held every Saturday, 8 p. m.
1303-05 W. Girard Ave., .2nd
floor.

R .

L.OS ANGELES — Write to
SWP headquarters, 145 8.
Broadway, for information on
Youth Group a,ctlvxtles

Watch this column for !urther
details on youth activities.

some time that the preserit gov-
ernment policy towa.rd GIs was
aimed at using them to lower
prevailing ' wages in industry,
this brought it closer to home for
me.

. Who benefits from this policy?
The veteran? No! After one year,
he will find himself :still work~
ing for 60 cents per hour, minus
the subsidy.

R.O, ..

Phlla.delphia |

Reader Approves
Praise for S.W.P,

Editor: i

On the letter by D, M. from
Detroit, in his suggestion of the
writers not to dress up the ar-
ticles too much and not to pro-

pagandize the “join our move-

ment because we are s0 wonder-

ful,” I personally disagreée. .

. It is through this way of writ-
ing and- always urging, that we
will get more members to our
party. I'mi for it! We need more
people to help us in all this un-
ending work.

I would like more artlcles such
as V. Grey wrote back in the
November 24 issue, to explain
why it 1s so important for peo-
ple who understand and see the
need for our program to join us
and help continue the struggle
for a better world..

~If it’s possible, would you please
reprint that wonderful article
by V. Grey.

P. N., a New Member
Detroit

Workers’ Debts Grow

Home mortgages held by the

Pederal Housing Authority have
increased 3.3 times since 1938.

“We have
done fairly well in selling Jack-
| son’s pamphlet on the street. We
sold 81 copies on two Saturday
evenings on Dolphin and Penn-
sylvania Streets in the heart of
We are
sure that before the month is
out we will have sold the. 120
coples we have on hand and will

Subscription drives appear to
be as popular with European
Trotskyists as they are w1th
American.

Last week this column reported
a subscription campaign initiat-
ed by La Verite (Truth), publi-
cation of the French "Trotskyists.

An examination of the Janu-
ary issues of De Rode October
(Red October), organ of the
Netherland Trotskyists, reveals
that they are having a subscrip-
tion drive for 1,000 new readers.

The campaign director in his
report calls particular attention
to the work of Bets de Roode of
Dordrecht, who for a long time
was forced to work underground
because she was Jewish. Never-
theless, despite the handicap of
working underground and illegal-
ly, she managed to gell 200 pa-
pers weekly. Her courage is com-
mended by the director who urges
that her example be emulated.

- L 3 * *

Comments from our subscribers
are always an inspiration to us.
Here are a few from this week’s

dition to 25 tickets. Had we ha&
more papers and tickets we could
have sold them very easily.
“One Negro worker said 1o
me: ‘It’s really wonderful that
you people are really acting on
this case, and not just sending
letters to, Governor Dewey.’
“And still another worker said:
‘Actions sure speak louder tham
words. This is what I like to
see, a real protest’” -
* * *
Robert Oliver of Philadelphin
sent us this comment on the Lan-
caster strike: “Though this jie
only a small strike- lnvolving
only a few hundred wetkers the
situation is so rotten thes i think
many of the strikers ama otier
workers in Lancaster will gatn &
new insight after reading The
Militant.
“The few copies of our maper
we had with us today were vesy
well received. As omw
said: ‘You - 2 fighbees
right!” We intend % sell
scriptions to these workers amd
also send a small bundie o the

!rj

‘mail:
_ T. Andrean of Rochester: “Will L
you please renew my subscrip-
tion to The Militant for I like it
very much, and I enjoy reading
the paper. I am sending $1.00 in
advance.”

‘M. ‘Glaser' of Minneapolis:
“Just a few words to tell you how
I like The Militant. It gives you
a true picture of labor conditions
and facts.”

W. E. Clarke of Arkansas: “I
am sending a renewal of my sub-
scription to
gether with those of two other

union local.”

February can be listed as am-
other banner month for The Mi). -
itant. Over 590 workers has. their
first lntroductlon % the paper,
in addition to our having shtain-
ed many renewals and sombinse
tion subscriptions to The Mihe
tant and the Yourth Underna-:
tional. Below is a,deta:ﬂod statise
tical report:

496 new six-month subsorip-’ |
tions, of which approximasely
200 were obtained from etrlldng
workers.

-The Militant to-

friends. Please keep my paper
coming as I enjoy every issue.”

“I am sending in my own re-

- |newal, in addition to 4 subscrip-

tions for my friends.”
* = L

Kitty Jordan, N: X. Trotskyist
Youth Group Member, ‘writes:
“On what seemed the coldest day
this winter, two other youth

Rose Brandt, and I went up to
Harlem to distribute leaflets and
sell tickets for the Ferguson Pro-
test Meeting,. We also carried
with us copies of The Militant
featuring the story on the case.

“In & very short time we sold

E. E. Hague of Pennsylvania: |

group members, Edith Burns and |

_ 95 one-year hew sﬁbs.
580 six-montlh renewals.
273 one-year renewals.

16 new and 32 renewals on #he =

combination offer to The Mil-
tant a,nd the Fourth Interna-
tional.

23 of the new subs of which

over half are for one year, were . -

sent to us on The Militant cou-
pon clipped from page 2. :

Got A Dwzny Suit?

“The safest place on this tora
tured planet, should ‘an atomio

war break out, will be far under- =
sea.” (Scientist A. W. Weinberg: . .-

a large number of papers, in ad-

in the New Republie, Feb. 25) -

~ of the workers in all lands!

'9. For a Workeérs’ and Farmers’ Government!

OUR PROGRAM:
1. Full employment and job securlty ?or oll

workers and véterans!

A sliding scale of hours! ‘Reduce the hours of
work with no reduction in pay!

A rising scale of wages! Increase wages to meet -
the increased cost of living! -

Government operation of all idle and government-
built plants under workers’ control!

Unemployment insurance equal to trade umon‘
wage's during the entire period of unemploy-
ment!

2. Independence of the trade unions from the
government!
No restriction’ on the right to strlke'

3. Organization of the war veterans by the |
trade unions!

' 4. Full equality for Negroes and naﬂonel mi-.
norities! i
" Down with }Jim Crow! .
"5, Build an mdependent labor party!
‘6. Tax the rich, not the poor!
" No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a ysor!
7. A working class answer te capitalist mili-
tarism! ‘

Military training of workers. financed by lhc gov-

ernment, but under control of the trade unions!

Trade union wages for all workers ‘in. l-he cm-ned
- forces! '

8 Solidarity with the revolutlomry sh'uggles

For the complete mdependence of the eolomol ‘
. peoples! .
.Withdraw all American troops from fore:gn soil!

ﬂm the Smaaz Wuéad ;‘bam, 2

Sociarist WORKERS PaRrTY
116 University Place
New York 3, New York

T would like:
[0 To join the Socialist Workers Party. '

[0 To obtain further inlonjnation about your or-
ganization. ;o

' [0 To attend meetings and forums of the Socxallst
' Workers Party in my cny

Naume
o (Please Print),
STREET ; s A A G
: ; ’
City . - s :
PostaL ZONE ..... STATE ..« .

v , ————




N
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- turned out to be a tissue of lies.
ers. have now split into sharply antagonistic
‘ camps
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Spokesmen Of Big Busmess
Launch Attack On U. S. S R

By Joseph Hansen

American imperialism is raising a tremendous

; hue and cry against the Soviet Union. Nothing

like it has been seen since 1939 when the Allied
propaganda machine, in ‘defense of Baron Man-
nerheim’s “poor ‘ttle Finland,” opened all stops
against the USSR.

Here are a few items that illustrate the rabid
and dangerous character of this campaign,

‘Dr. Harold E. Lasswel, well-known political ex-
pert of Big Businegs, declared in a book released
January 19 that in shaping foreign policy from

now on all “moves will be considered in relation |

to the strength of Russia and America in-a pos-
sible war ., . .”

Dr. Isaiah Bowmahn, president of Johns Hop-
kins University and official adviser to the State
Department, said February 23 that “The Division

int6 two worlds was never more sharp than now.

. Stalin’s speech of February 10 . . .
preparation for possible war.”

Speaking of the need to “clear the air” in con-
nection with the Soviet Union, the February "25
N. Y. Times, conservative organ of ‘American Big
Business, made a thinly-veiled "editorial threat:

means

“It has been said that the Germans embarked:

on ‘the first World: War because they doubted
Britsh' participation, and on the second because
they doubted American participation. Such doubts
ghould not tempt aggrassors in the future.”.

. The-N. Y. Daily News, expressing the viewpoint
of the prewar “isolationists,” is demanding that
Washington retain the. military bases built on
Iceland during World War II because of the strat-
_egic character of that island as a stepping stone
in a possible way with the Soviet Unién. *

“Get Tough” Attitude

On February 27, Senator Vandenburg, author-
itative spokesman of the Republican Party on
foreign policy and U, S. delegate to the UNO, de-
manded a “get tough” attitude toward the USSR.

On' February 28, Secretary of State Byrnes,-

speakmg for the Democratic Party and the Tru-
man Admimstration followed up Vandenburg’s
threats with a bristling statement that Washing-
ton ‘/intends to defend the Charter” of the UNO.

“We do not want to stumble and stagger into

s1tuations where no power intends war, but no
power will be able to avert. war.”

.And on March 1, the Navy Department charged
the Soviet Union with a “hostile act,” namely, fir~
mg at an American plane in distant Manchuria.

" The immediate objective of this propaganda
barrage is to intensify the diplomatic pressure
against the Soviet Union. Anglo-American im-
perialism- wishes to confine the sphere of- influ-
ence of the Soviet Union to the narrowest pos-
" sible area, to wall it off and to prevent it from
any further expansion.

The Kremlin bureaucracy on the other hand,
fears the spectre of a Third World War. Hav-
mg long ago given up the defense of the Soviet
Union by the revolutionary methods practised by

-4

Lenin and Trotsky, it seeks to entrench itself in |
‘racketeering bueraucrats.

- all the border lands of the USSR, regardless of
the will or welfare of the peoples there.

This immediate conflict in foreign policies gave’
rise to the‘&, sharp diplomatic exchanges in the
opening sessions of the United Nations Organi-
“zation. But these diplomatic :and propaganda
outbursts also issue from the fundamental -an-

, tagonism in economic structures between. world

imperialism and the USSR. These will inevitably
lead. to.another world-wide explosion if social
revolution .does not intervene in time,

What Is Next?

~ While this diplomatic war of nerves goes on
American Big Business continues its drive for uni-
- versal military conscription and a gigantic mili-

tary machine. The atom bomb factories con-
tinue to pour out atom bombs at the reported
‘rate of 500 a year. The Brass Hats continue prep-
grations for grandiose and colossally expensive
“tests” of newer and more frightful atomic ex-
plosives.
ington tightens its grip on the countless military
bases constructed during World War II.

All the propaganda “about the Second World
War being a holy crusade to bring peace has thus
The. Allied pow-

Within -a few months after V:J Day,
Anglo-American imperialism is girding for the
Third World War.

All Stalin’s promises that the Second World.
War would bring security to, the first workers’
state in history have likewise turned out to beé
lies. The great cities of the Soviet Union now face

In the Pacific and the Atlantic Wash- |

annihilation from atomic bombs wielded by the

very -Allies whom Stalm pralsed as “peace-lovmg i

nations.”
Tragic eonfirmatlon 1s in this way bemg given

to Leon Trotsky’s warning in 1940 .that unless.|

socialism is established, -“The third imperialist

war would be waged not by national states and |

not by empires of the old type but by whole con-
tinents . . . National uprisings and pacifications
would culmmate in a.new world war, which would
be the .grave of civilization,” | \

What position should the workers take tOWard g

these ominous preparations for World War II1?

First, they must oppose. the mad drive of Anglo-
American imperialism: toward the atomic anni-:

hilation of-mankind. All the rabid propaganda |

against the  Soviet Union’ is: obvious diplomatic

‘preparation to throw the blame for the new holo-

caust on the prospective foe. It is the ‘same tech-

nique followed. by both Hitler and the Allied pow-

ers'at the onset of ‘the Second World War.
Secondly, the workers must oppose Stalinism

.tooth and nail as the most perfidious force 'in

the labor movement, - - The. record: ‘hais proved a

| thousand times over .that Stalinism is mcapable
of anything but ‘the most treacherous betrayals

of the world ‘warking :class.

In its brutal moves' in Iran,: Manchuria, and f

Eastern Eui tpe,” ‘the " Kremlin - bureguecrdacy “has

-once. again: violated "all -the. principles: of Bolshe-

vism. It has replaced Lenin’s ‘firm adherénce
4o the principle of “self-determination -of peoples
[(ineluding. the riglit-of Secession’ from: the Soviet:
Union): with cynical seizures of territories ‘at. the
point ‘of the bayonet..This ctime has: further ali-

"enated the sympathies-of :the. oppressed. -masses

‘of the world and: Set back the struggle for. world
socialism, -

Thirdly, in case ot ‘war the Soviet Umon must
be defended from- imperiahst attack.: This neces-
sity is not so easily: seen, as many ‘workexs -tend
to identify the rapacxous and oppressive Stalmist
bureaucracy. with ithe Sovxet Union. .. From-a cor-
rect estimate - of the crimes: of . Stalinism, - they
make by analogy an mcorrect appraisal of ‘the
Soviet. Union. The Kremlin's ‘ruthless; totalitar=
ian policy has contributed: immeasurably ‘to ‘this
confusion. - Workers ' the world over; to"cite’ but
one instance, feel the same:revulsion .over.the
reactionary role . of - the. Red ‘Army -<under -Stakin
in Iran, Manchuria and Eastern Europe that they
feel over the role of 'the imperialist armies.in
Indonesia, India, China; the Philippines, etc. Stal-
in’s crimes furnish grist to- the: mill of: the .im-
perialist propagandists. ' B

Defend Sovtet Unwn

But the Soviet Union st111 remains a mxghty con-
quest of the -working class ‘despite its Stalinist
degeneration. Its continued existence: weakens
barbarous, war-breeding world .capitalism. = The
Soviet Union can be compared. to: a -powerful
trade union which has fallen into’ the ’hands of
.Class- conscious work-
ets fight the bureaucracy up and down the line
in-such. a union, but against an attempt of the

"bosses to crush the union they are its most mili-

tant defenders.

It must be added that- those who sutfer most
from such a bureaucracy are thé rank-and file
within the organization. The most oppressed and
terrorized victims of the Kremlin bureaucracy are
the Soviet masses. -The battle against Stalinism
is at the same time a battle in the cause of the

Soviet people, who yearn to.throw these bureau-:

crats off their backs.

Fourthly, capitalism. has now reached such an
advanced stage of decay it is no longet capable
of anything but plunging the world from one ter-
rible slaughter to the next. If--the imperialist
war-mongers are permitted to continue their pres-
ent course, mankind faces obliteration from the
atomic bomb and the even worse instruments. of
death now being prepared in the laboratories of

unbridled militarism..

To avert the catastrophe of a. Third World War
capitalism must give way to the socialist society.
Only socialism offers a way out of the suicidal’
1mpasse to which capitalism has brought human-
ity.

The present war-mongeringt propaganda of
American imperialism is another grim warmng
to the working class that time grows short. The
fight_against Wall Street and perfidlous ‘Stalin-
ism has bécome the key poiltical questlon facing
the' labor movement. The struggle for socialism
-must be. car ried forward wlth the' ‘utmost energy'

14,000 TIMKEN WORKERS HOLD FIRM

DESPITE COMPANY'S

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT ~
§ O., Mar. 1—Fourteen thousand CIO Steel
Umon -strikers are keeping TimKen Roller Bearing Com-
panys six Ohio plants shut down until the company signs
satlsfactory contract ‘The strike enters its fortieth day

CANTON

with no signs

lines.

lon the steel workers’ picket

The company whlch acted very

'UNION-BUSTING

corporatlon, -which ;. also. térmi-
nated its contract. and is trying
to erase some of the auto workers’
past gains :

In & ‘public statement I W,
Abel, District' 27 director. of: ,the
steelworkers,*. expldined: ::“The

of weakening

union: to ‘start’ from' scratch and
give..up all: the gains. we have

NS AN

Jtm Crow Atroczty' In Tennessee

«This wounded Negm, being frisked by the cop who felled
“him, was only one of many casualties in a night of Jim Crow
terror in Columbija, Tenn., Negro homes were ma”hme-*unned

: 'and 101 Negroes arrested,

Only socialism can open the road: to. the |
‘planned society. of peace, plenty and the: brother-

‘hood of man. | racy,

Timken . Company :is -asking -the.
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tough at the beginning of the
strike,-has already been compel-
led to announce an 18%-cent
hourly pay increase. The union’s
slogan, however, iS' ) “NO‘COﬁ-
tract, No Work.” ¢

Last December, as a result of
two years’ negotiation, the com-
pany agreed on terms of a new
contract. A final draft was pre-
pared. At about this time, Tim-
ken got word of industry’s con-
certed drive to smash the union
movement. On December 17 the
company refused-to sign the new
contract which on December 9 it
had termed acceptable. When
Timken workers struck with the
rest of the CIO Steel workets
January 21, the company an-
nounced it was terminating the
then existing contract.

Forced to yield the 18%-cent
raise, this labor-hating concern
is now trymg to chisel on the
terms of a new contract This is

patterned on the strategy of: GML

made in the past-nine years. If

the union should agree t6:go back |:
to the conditions of 1937, before

the plant was organized, it would
méan-that’ the employes would
run the risk of ‘giving up senior-
ity “rights, - vacations: with- pay,
protection : against. unfair-. dis-

charge, holidlay pay, night shift

differential pay, and any method
for the settlement-of grievances.”

The 'union insists.that the new
contract must --embody :- those
points which" had:i been termed
acceptable by the company con
December 9.

- A visit to the- picket lines ‘at
Timkén left no doubt-in  the
mind of -this reporter as to -the
workers’ - high: ‘morale. - Pickets
are enthusiastic’ about The Mili-
tant, and those who already haye
taken subscriptions urge; “their
buddles to. subscribe- too, be-
cause:  “Boy,’ you :get - news’ in
there ‘you' don’t: get in the i

Bloody y Terror Relgns

carrylng bayoneted rifies. An
all-white  Grand Jury, now in
sesslon, is pieparmg to. consider .
1mmed1ate 1nd1ctment of 69 Negro
citizens Their “justice” will un-
doubtedly follow. the evil tradi-
tions of this ‘notorious Jim-Crow
region which gave birth in 1867 to
the Ku Klux Klan, and has. a

1ong history of anti-Negro vio-

lence and. lynchings.
BLOODY 'INVASION

“The bloody invasion last® week
began arter Gladys ‘Stephenson,
a Negro woman returned a radio
to William Fleming, a white re-
pairman, because ‘it failed to
work-after she had paid for its
repair. During the discussion, the
repalrman “assaulted Mrs. Ste-

‘ pherison. Her son, James, a navy-

veterarf, who was standing out-
side, sprang to her defense. In
the scuffle, the store window was
broken. The Stephensons were
arrested, then released on bail
and ‘told  to leave town.
Immediately local white hood-
lums and riff-raff armed them-
selves, formed a lynch mob and
moved in to attack the whole
Negro community. Hard on their
heels, police, state troopers, and

St“alinist AYD
Expels Students
For Trotskyism

‘(Special to The Militant)
 NEW YORK, Feb. 286—The
American. Youth for Democ-
“Stalinist - dominated
student organization, on Feb-
ruary 12 expelled two students
charged with holding Trotsky-
ist ideas. Thiis the AYD, which

calls itself an “all-inclusive pro-
gresswe” group, is proved to be
only a front for the Commumst
(Stalmlst) Party.

‘Ina 15-m1nute tirade, a mem-
ber ‘of the AYD State Commit-

of ‘“Trotsky-fascism” at the two
youths, even -calling the Trot-
" | skyists imperialists “because they
had not supported the war.” Only
the muddled mind of a Stalinist
hack could convert opposition to
imperialist war into “imperial-
ism £ "

"The expelled youth were gjven
only three minutes for their
defense, before a new barrage of
six Stalihist = speakers - rose. .to
drown out their brief presenta-
tlons :

In' ‘their reply, the two- stu-
dents .pointed out that they op-
pose capxtahst plans to conscript
youth; - support’ ' the. colonial
struggles for emancipation; de-
mand the return of all American
troops; actlvely suppont  strikes
today ‘as’ they did during the
war;: and that they favor the
buﬂdmg of an independent labor |
party. - They. called. for .demo-
cratic ‘discussion. ‘on points- of
disagreement, within the AYD.
1 Howling .in fury, the Stalinist
speakers could only reply, “This
is:'not - the  time to  discuss, we
must.act,” .and"“We do not dis-
‘cuss with fascists.”

+The Trotskyist Youth .Group
of:New: York 'has called upon the
AYD' to' reinstate the éxpelled
‘meémbers, open- its floor- to free
discussion, and arrange a series
of public debates on the.differ-
‘ences . between Stalinism - .and

papers.”

-'Trotskyism.

ous

tee- hurled ‘fantastic accusations |-

In Negro (ommumty

(Continued from Page 1)

militiamen. commanded by Gen-
eral Jacob M. Dickinson thunder-
ed in, preceded by armored scout
cars, and opened fire with ma-
chine guns upon the defenseless
Negro- community.

‘Lynn Bomar, head of the State
Highway Patrol, led the troops
in a dawn “surprise” raid, after
a long night of 'terror, searchmg
every Negro building and indis-
criminately firing into homes
where Negro families - had bar-
ricaded themselves. Not a build-
ing in the two-block Negro sec-
tion remained intact. The arm-
ed gangsters looted. the little
{Negro stores, carrying away ev-
erything they could, even empty-
ing cash registers.

LIKE NAZI TERROR

“To war veterans,” stated a
UP report, “the scene was- re-
miniscent of American troops
going through a captured town
in Europe.” It was comparable to
Nazi stormtroopers overrunning

' European villages in the heyday

of their ferocious power.

State militiamen, mgstly. teen-
age boys from nearby commun-’
ities, boasted of their “victory”
in this criminal assault upon a
defenseless Negro community.

i“We’ve just had some training
iin attacking enemy villages,”
,one of them said venomously.

“Guess we showed them a few
things about mopping-up opera-
tions.” This youth was being
trained in bestiality not.in Nazi
Germany in 1939, but here in
Tennessee in 1946,

Bomar described the murder-
assault a “success.” He
threw a cordon of highway pa-
trolmen, equipped with full war-
time gear — including machine
guns, bayonets and helmets—
around the occupied Negro sec-
tion, isolating ,1t as a “danger
area.”

A witch-hunt has been started
for “outside agitators,” with po-
lice admitting that they are tap-
ping telephone wires to halt any
assistance or support to the as-
saulted Negro community..

Local authorities are trying to
hush up reports. of. this crime.
Newspapermen .are “encourag-
ed”, to. leave town. . Statements
have been issued that the Co-
lumbia.incident is*“ all over.” Over

‘a loud speaker mounted in the

Negro section, Bomar brazenly
declared to the victimized res-
idents: “Everything is all right.
Let me see you smile. Come . on,
smile We're going to get things
straightened out.” But the Ne-
groes in this Jim-Crow town
have nothing to smile about.

Today two men lie murdered
by prison guards. Fourteen men
who defended their lives as best
they could with. old flintlocks,
squirrel rifles and souvenir
weapons captured by Negro vet-
erans who fought overseas.in the
“War for the Four ‘Freedoms,”
are charged with “attempt to
‘murder.” The whole community
is virtually imprisoned . by . the
white authorities.

In New York, Walter Whlte,
secretary of the National As-
sociation for the Advancement
of Colored People, has tele-
graphed: Attorney General Tom
Clark in Washington, asking
that the Department -of Justice
“act promptly. and - vigorously: to
safeguard - the . constitutional
rights of Negroes against state
violation of thgse rights.” He
has also. appealed to Governor

Navy Exonerates
Wounded Brother
In Ferguson Case |

(Contmued from Page 1)

Joseph Romeika; and the remov-
al of public officials .responsible |-
for covering up Romeika’s act.. ..

Included in this meeting were
representatives of -the Natxonal
Association for the ‘Advancement

office ‘of the CIO, the Urban
League, the -Anti - Defamation
Committee of ‘the-CIO, the CIO
Community Services Cominittee,
the New Jersey CIO Veterahs
Committee, the Lawyers Guild,
the Jewish Labor Comittee, the
Federal Councxl of Churches and
others.

Although no ofﬁclal statement
has been made by the conference,
it has been indicated. that .
broad national committee rep-
resenting the entire labor move-
ment, various minority organiza-
tions and many. -veterans’ posts
will be éstablished ‘to conduct’a
public investigatxon of the Free—
port Case, ) -

WIDOW TELLS FEAR =
Meanwhile: .the Preeport po-
lice department is attempting to

terrorize the Negro population of
Freeport. -Mrs. Minnie . Fergu-

_|.son, widow of: Pfc. Charles Fer-

:guson, told this reporter, “I never
SaWw S0 many cops in-Freeport. bé-
fore. - They-stand around in twoés
and-threes in all: the stores-—es-
pecially in the theatres in the
evenings.” <

“Mrs. Ferguson who says she
cannot sleep- nights because- of
worry. and -fear, js the mother of
three :small children. She: won-

‘ders.what kind of world they will

live in when they grow up if-jus-
tice is. not secured for her huss
band’s. murderer. .:She saw ’the
murderer,. Joseph Romeika, ‘on
the street. the ‘other day in Free-
port.. " e

“T. was downtown to do some
shopping -and there he. was. He
turned 'his: head 'away when he
saw me: Yes, he..was in uni-
form,” In uniform, still carry—
ing a gun. . o0’ .

“It’s hard for us colored people
to find work out .here,” she said
when I énquired about conditions
and wages.in Freeport. ‘“That’s
why Charles re-ernlisted for an-
other year 'in the Army. He
couldn’t find. a job to support all
of us. - The colored people .in
Freeport and Roosevelt, L. T,
wash dishes in’ the restaurants
and the women 8o domestic work
and take in laundry. In the war
they worked, some of them, in
the aircraft plants but so many
have. been laid off lately.”

Mrs. Ferguson said that al-
though all the protest meetings
she must attend were a little
hard on her, she understood the
necessity of the fight to win
justice. “It’s so hard to hear
all about it over and over again
50 many times—and then, when
I come home at night, I can’t
sleep at all. And someone told
me the Ku Klux had'a ‘meeting
in Freeport the other night. That |
worries me, too, because -of the
children and what they will have
to ‘grow up to see. :

Portland You’th-'
Hear Talk On
Fontana Case

By Joyce Hesser
(Special to The: Militant) -
PORTLAND, Oré., Feb. 21—
Myra Tanner Weiss, organiz-
er of the Los Angeles branch
of the Socialist Workers
Party, spoke last night ‘on
the Fontana, Cal, .vigilante
fire case to an audience of

of Reed College here." "
Comrade Weiss, after ‘present-
ing . the facts of the tragedy ih
which a Negro family was burned
to death after viligante threats,
pointed out the responsibility of

'youth in ‘the fight for minority

rights. The solidarity -of Negro
and white high school students

against the Fascist 'Gerald L. K.
Smith’ meeting which had beeén
authorized by the Board of Edu-
cation, is one example of how

fascists, the speaker said.
She analyzed the causes of race

prejudice and showed. that it ‘is

an integral part of the cap;talist
system, and that: only ‘a social-
ist. society -.can. create equality

the Socialist- Workers Party took

ment for a socialist society

and -sotivities,

of Colored People, the national

‘offer to let the workers hear both

‘ Case.

tifty students on the campus ||. .

in Los Angeles, in’ their strike |] -

youth can fight  vigilantes and“:"'_ :

of all races. She pointed out that |

the lead in: the fight' to. expose ||
the Fontana murders, and show- |}

ed the vital need for a working- | g
class revolutionary party, both-in [} .. |
the day-to-day struggles of ‘the |} .
workers and the polifical move- 1

There was & lively discussion
and s number of the students [ -
expressed interest ln the Socialist ||
Workers Party and a .desire to |:
know. more about its program 1

Refutes
Agamst

YOUNGSTOWN 0., Feb.

Militant ‘made .last week by
the local organizer. of the
Communist. - (Stalinist) Party.
: Speakmg for the ¥oungstown
branch: ‘of the-Socialist ‘Workers
Party, 'G.'L. Weissman, SWP or-
ganizer ,éxposed the Stalinist lies
that The Militant is “‘anti-labor”
and’ “anti-C10.” - In addition to
answering the’ Stalinist slanders,
Weissman -outlined. the working-
class- program of - The  Militant
and the SWP. -He spoke for 15
minutes. over WPIC, Sharon, Pa.,
the ‘same station over which the
a | original | Stalinist attack had
been carried.

Theé local Stalinists first tried
to_ban The" Militant from the
picket lines here. “When this
failed, they went on the air in
an attempt to counteract the fav-
orable reception ™ The Militant has
met among the strikers of this
heaVily industrialized area.

i PROPQSES ‘DEBATE

Comrade ‘Weissman-challenged
Stahnist orgamzer ‘Onda to a
public debate, declaring: “If he

‘is ‘serious in his charges against

The Militant, he will accept this

sides, - and Judge ” - Comrade
Weissman, however expressed
his - conviction that the Stalin-
ists would refuse, stating “they

is precisely the truth about The
Mllitant and our differences
with - the Stalinists- Party that

they fear.”
‘Nailinig the Stalmist lie that
The Mihtant is “anti-labor,”

Radlo Speaker

and Mahoning Valleys in this western Pennsylvanig-east-
ern Ohio area today heard a radio broadcast completely re-v,;

f tin n. t O e :
u g 2. at aCk .on, The the program of the Trotskyists #

Slander:
Mllltant

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT

24—Workers of the Shenanga

for a rising scale of wages to:!
meet rising living costs; for gov-:’
\ernment operation of idle plants ;.
under control of the_ workers;
for unemployment compensation
equal to trade union wages dur=.
ing the entire period of unem- "
ployment; and for the organiza- |
tion of the veterans by the trade '
unions. He presented the de-
mand of The Militant and So-
cialist Workers Party for full
equality for the Negro people and
other oppressed minorities. He
pointed to the Trotskyist plats
form for the building of an in- '
dependent labor party to fight '
for the working class on the poli- -
tical arena.
Scoring the Stahnist charges;
that The Militant is “anti-CIO.”
Comrade Weissman said: “This .
is a 100 per cent lie. We have ¥ -
supported the CIO, since its ;
birth. We hailed the formation of -
the CIO as the most progrgssive -
event in this country since the ;
Civil War. In the recent strikes s.

&

will lgnore the challenge. for it for that war, now owe -the Wall

Comrade Weissman explained

and current strikes, we give 100 .
per cent support to the CIO.,”

Who Won Whose War
American workers, who fought.f
Wall Street’s war to control the.*
world, and who produced record=
breaking quantities of munitions *

Street financiers a war debt of ~
$279 billions, almost the entire .

$300 billions of national wealth *
‘of the United States.

Who else
but workers are going to produce °
the income to pay off that debt? ‘_

the Fontana Vigila‘ite

On Friday evening, February
22, she addressed the Santa Cruz
Central Labor Countil. Comrate
Weiss reviewed the sequence -of
events leading to the mysterious
fire ‘that. wiped out the family
of O’Day Short, a Negro resident
of Fontana, Cal., two weeks after
he. received vigilante threats.

“If this tragi¢ incident passes
without any reaction from labor
and minority groups, the vigi-
lantes will become emboldened,”
said Comrade Weiss. “More in-
cidents, will follow. Next we will
begin to see the vigilantes move
not only against minority groups
but also against labor. The Fon-
tana case must: be. viewed as a
danger signal for the whole labor
movement 2

REQUEST INVESTIGATION

The speech received warm ‘ap-
proval ffom the audience. Many
members pledged ‘themselves - to
help build a defense organization
to oppose vigilante terror. A-mo-
tion to California:Attorney Gen-
eral Robert  Kénny to make an
investigation “into the fire and
the threats, is-now being consid-
ered by~ the Labor Council.’

-On Sunday, February 24
San Francisco," Comrade Welss
spoke to:the congregations of the
Macedonia - Baptist Church- and
to the Providence Baptist Church.
. Reverend Banks, pastor of the
Providence Baptist Church, com-

mended the work of Comrade

" Myra Weiss Continues Tour :
On Fentana Vigilante Case

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT ,

SAN FRANCISCO Feb. 25 — Speaking to three meet— E
ings in the San Francisco area Myra Tanner Weiss, Los :
Angeles organizer of thie Socialist Workers Party, con- :
tinued her West Coast tour®

Weiss in carrying the story to all.
centers of the west coast. The v
congregation passed a resolution
demanding that Attorney Gen-
eral Kenny investigate the case.
$15.12 was collected to aid m
cotinuing Comrade Weiss’ tour. =

STALINIST ROLE

The shameful role of the Stal-;
inists was once.again shown at
a meeting in the Star Bethel -
church, Oakland, where Com- |
rade Weiss was scheduled to
speak. This meeting, held un--
der the auspices of the cam-
baign to establish a state FEPC, -
featured Stalinist “front” hacks -
such ' as Albert Dekker. The'
program was ‘arranged so that -
Comrade Weiss was to speak last.

After stalling on preceding points

on the agenda, the chairman fie:
nally ‘announced that ‘‘there
would be no time” to hear the
last speaker, thus denying the .
audience the opportunity of
hearing even a 10-minute review
of the case. .

This incident is a continua-
tion of the Stalinist tactics from
the inception of the Fontana
case. They are fearful of pute
ting .Kenny on the- spot since
they hope to support him in the
n | coming election campaign  for
governor, Should ‘Kenny be
forced to open an investigation
of the case he might lose the
support of the Big Business-con-
trolled “Assotiated Farmers” and
the vigilante-dominated sections
of the state.

w Workers Need

e

“PORTLAND, ORE.
Public Meeting
~C. M. Hesser
Socnahst Workers Party Organizer

will speak on

FRIDAY. March 15, 8 p.m.
134 S. ' W. Washington, 3d Floor

Auspices: Socialist, Workers Party

A Labor Party

'lndla : Fight

PHILADELPHIA |
Wllliam F. Warde

Assocmfe Editor of The Militant

» 'and Fourth International
will _Speak on

FRIDAY, March 8, 8 p.m.
Militant Labor Forum
1303 W. Girard Ave.

for Freedom '
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' ‘ By Ruth Johnson

All the capitalist politiclans’ promises about “Sixty
. Bdfillion Jobs” dwindled into nothing on February 20 when
President Truman signed the Employment Act of 1946. The

adoption of this completely
ori,
Bill-—now changed to “Maxi-
mum Employment”-—caused
gearcely a ripple in the capi-
Balist press. 'The only jobs
sctually guaranteed by the bhill
_sre contained in its provisions
for three $15,000-a-year experts
who will serve as economic ad-
While Congress and the Ad-
ministration were engaged in
their sham debate on this mesas~
ure, the captalist government and
" kept press instituted a conspi-
racy of silence and misrepresen-
tation on the real extent of un-
employment already gripping
this country.

FIGURES FALSIFIED

"The newspapers buried the
gmost recent government figures,
fssued by the Department of La-
bor, which admit over three mil-
lion unemployed and anticipate
six million jobless by June 30.
But even these figures are =
“falsification of the true situation.
They are based exclusively on
the number applying for unem-
ployment compensation and re-

gistering with the United States’

Employment Service. The gove
ernment’s figures arbitrarily ex-
clude millions of workihg women
and youth, laid off since V-J Day,
who are told to6 return to their
-homes and schools and are not
officially recognized as “unem-
ployed”.

A truly slgniﬂcant indication
of the ravages of unemploymient
are the figures on jobless veter-
ens. General Omar N. Bradley,
head of the Veterans’ Adminis-
tration, on February 20, the day
the bill was signed, stated: “We
. are concerned over the fact that
sestimates based on the latest
census survey show about 1,000,-
000 veterans unemployed. In ad-
@ition, over 1,500,000 more vet-
erans not yet actively seeking
work, will enter the labor market
ahortly and many of these will

al “Full ‘Employment” ®- .
join the ranks of the unemploy- :

emasculated version ot the

e d .9 L &
What does the "Maximum Em-
ployment"

ployed?
ONE PROVISION

All this measure requires is that
the President shall antiiially sub-
mit to Congress & message cit-
ing the level of etnploymeént, and

proposing a program to “provide | :

full employment oppoitunities.”
What that program shall be is
not specified, except that the gov-
ernment which ran up a $300-
billion war debt . is hot permit-
ted to engage in “deficit spend-

ing” to ease the plight'of the un- |}

employed. Congress, of course, is
not required fo accept any pro-
posals “brought before it by the
President.

Why then the long and bitter
debate over this worthless meas-
ure in Congress? ‘Simply because
the original version of the bill
contained & statement of prin-

eiples which implied that the |

government had responsibility to
the American people for provid-

ing the means to guarantee full

employment. The overwhelming
majority of Congress strenuously
objected to the very conception
of full employment, let alone any
promises to work for its achieve-
ment!

On this account the disputed
phrase “Full Employment” was
dropped from the title of the bill
and substituted for it was the
subtitle, “Maximum Employ-
ment, Production and Purchas-
ing Power.”

The liberals and labor lead-
ers who . were making such a
clamor about “Sixty - Million
Jobs” have let out scarcely &
peep about the adoption of this
“free enterprise” bill, It offers
not a single mieasure either to
alleviate the immediate problem
of unemployment or to solve the
more fundamental problem of
recurrent capitalist_ economic
crises.

“Union Heads Flay Case B|II
As Revival Of ‘Blacklists’

The Case Bill, to establish an “anti- labor Gestapo” and
Federal blacklists to make lifetime outlaws-of pickets andg:
strike supporters, may come to a vote in the: United States
" Senate within a week, rushed through by the same labor-

haters who framed
Smith-Connally Act.
The National Association of
Manufacturers and the Chamber
of Commerce of the United States
both came forward as Sponsors
of some of the main features of
the bill, while labor leaders, at
hearings before the Senate La-
bor Committee, exposed it as
“slavery,” “government by in-
Junction” and an invitation to
corporation. violence.
- COMPANY PROVOCATEURS
Lee Pressman, CIO legal coun-

sel called the Case Bill a “new|

drive for a' Federal anti-labor
Gestapo . . . reminiscent of the
fascist corporate state.” He de-
clared the bhill tells a worker:

“If you are engaged In a picket
line scuffle . . . which does not
conform to drawing-room stand-
ards of conduct, you are for the
rest of your life deprived of your
right to vote in a labor hoard
election . . . you are outside the

“law .. . on a blacklist, you have
no redress. A more perfect
unfon~-busting provision = could
seareely be devised.”

Wally Hopkins, general coun-

sel for the AFL United Mine,
-~ Workers, declared the bill would

* reduce workers to “wandering
nomads,” deprived of all work-
ing rights, with loss of pay and
of any protection by the Wagner
Labor Relations Act. He said it
would be simple to outlaw work-
ers for the acts of corporation

»provocateurs who might be used’

to start trouble on picket lines
Just to get workers victimized.
William Green, AFL president,
termed the bill a violation of the
+ Thirteenth Amendment forbid-
ding slavery. He called it “a flat
and permanent prohibition of the

right to strike in. usual and or-.

dinary circumstances” and a. re-
“furn to “government by injune-
- tion.”

REVIVES BLACKLIST

‘“The hateful blacklist is re-
vived,” Green declared, “and this
time it would have formal sup-
port of the Federal Government.”
He pointed out that “violence by
the employer is nowhere men-
tioned or punished.”

In eharp contrast, Otto Sey-

Subscribe To
The Militant
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the®

ferth of Muskegon, Mich., labor
relations chaitmién of the CHam-
ber of Commerce of the U. S,
while objecting to some.features
of the bill, nevertheless, urged

its passage “as a suitable vehicle”
to “aid in solving some of our
labor-management difficuities.” -

At the same time the National
Association of Manufacturers
published  fill-page advertise-
ments in more thah 600 news-

bapers,- calling on: Congress to.

adopt the most vicious provlsions
of the Case Bill. ;

FEPC Meetmg
Hears Plan For
Capitol March

JERSEY CITY, Feb. 24—A
well-attended rally to de-
mand passage of the Fair
Employment Practices Bill
today enthusiastically greet-
ed A. Phillp Randolph’s an-
nouncement of definite plans
for a ‘March on Washington,
Randolph is president of the
AFL Pullman Porters and of the
March on Washington Move-
ment.

The meeting held at th: local
Lincoln High School Auditorium
was marked by & fine spirit. A
resolution, . was - passed unani-
mously chargmg the Democratic
and: Republican” ‘parties with
complete failure to fulfill their
promises to tlie Negro people and
paying only lip-service to.democ-
racy. The . resolution . called “for
electing only those people who
mean.what they say.

Randolph drew tremendous

applause when he pointed out the
hypocritical contradiction of a
U. 8. policy that claims to teach
democracy to the Japanese yet
refuses to provide elementary
protection to racial minorlties at
home.

Though Randclph stated that
the major capitalist political par-
ties had failed miserably in their

| promises, that for him it was a.

Tweedledum-Tweedledee choice,
he nevertheless, failed to draw
the obvious and logical conclu-
sion—the need to build an inde-
pendent labor party,

lgns P

really provide . for |
these millions already \mem-

ony Bill C On obs‘
As Unemployment Rapldl

regular: ballot.

These workers In Watts, California, are
walting .in line to sign petitions demand-
ing that the question of establishing a
state FEPC be submitted to the people by

A state<wide campaign,
in which ' the Socialist Workers Party

I Demand FEPC In Cahforma

petitions.

workers.

are sitting on the very Wage

‘S’oa,bihzatmn Board estab-

lished. to enforce the govern-
ment’s -policy.

The union leaders : are thus
continuing, in effect, the vrole
. {they playéd In bolstering up thé
new “Hoard’s predecessor. This
was the late unlamented Na-
tional ‘War Labor Board which
nnposed the wartime Little Sbee]
wage-freezing formula.

The whole history of the Na-
tional. War Labor Board serves
as an obJect lesson, for labor. It
is well to review that history
now, since the the new Wage
Stabilization . Board has been
devised as a similar government
instrument - for . curbing - labor,
stalling the settlement of griev-
ances, whittling down the work-
ers’ - demands and freezing
wages.

The National War Labor Board
was quietly buried on December
31, 1945, after it -had completely
exposed its  pro-corporation
character and stood thoroughly
diseredited in the eyes of labor.
Its last act, ‘one hour before its
‘dissolution, was to deny a-gen-
eral wage increase to the West-
ern ‘Union workers and cut in
half a wage award recommend-
ed by the New York regional
panel. :

|NWLB HISTORY

In its four wartime years the
NWLB had helped freeze wage
rates at 15 per cent above 1941
while prices soared at least 50
per cent. It had broken hun-
dreds ofstrikes. It. had stalled
20,000 ‘major grievances of 14,-
000, 000 workers and came to be
known .as. the “Graveyard of
Grievances.,” It was discarded
only when rising labor mil-
itancy and strike action ran
roughshod over its authority and
it was incapable any:longer of
fulfilling =~ its  wage-freezing,
labor-shackling function.

During the very negotla.tions
to.set up the WLB, a Militant
headline on December 20, 1941,
warned “New Board Planned to
Curb. Labor.”

Board Stacked Against Labor”
and so on for four years.
‘The top union officials, how-

ed the WLB. Its loudest cham-
Dions were the Stalmists

STALLING BECOMES AR.T
‘Right after the WLB was es<

1942, -called on all- CIO unions
to demand “substantial wage in-~
creases” ‘and the closed shop in
future contracts. But the hosses
answered all demands, “Teke it
to . the WLB,”

the board the wage demands of:
steel and General 'Motors work-
ers.- - After eight months of
stalling;, the $1 a day  increase

WLB Record Shows Why Labor
Should Get Off The New Board

, By Jeff Thorne
While the top union :leaders sharply criticize Tru—
man’s new “wage-price stabilization” policy as an attempt
to put over a “Big Steal” wage-freezing formula, represen-

tatives of the CIO and AFL®

Another headline
on January 10, 1942, “declared, |
“Unions Face Runaround From'’
WLB,” and 8 week later, “New|

"7 |labor-management

ever, accepted and even acclaim-

tablished, the -CIO national ex=’
ecutive ‘board on January 26,

Soon  the CIO referred to

demanded In steel was whittled
to 44 cents, and the Little Steel
formuls ‘was established in July,
1942, This froze pay increases
(except high salaries) at a max-
imum of 13 per cent, while the
cost of Ilving had already risen
30_per cent.. Anstead of the clos-
ed shop, the WLB instituted a
watered-down substitute, main-
tenance of membership. When
the WLB was dissolved, chair-

man” Lloyd Garrison publicly|

boasted that the WLB had “put
to rest” the whole question of
the closed shop.

A few days after the Little
Steel decision, "in. the Reming-
ton Rand case, the WLB declar-
ed there was no intention in the
Little Steel formula to guaran-
‘tee existing standards of living
throughout the war. Roosevelt
advised workers to take in their
helts.

In ‘the entire four years, GM’
workers received only a 4-cent
raise and Ford workers not one
penny. The second CIO Steels
workers demand, for a 17 centsi
an hour raise and “guaranteed
annual wages,” was completely
denied after two years of WLB
stallidg. i

MILITANCY WON

The few gains made by labor
during the war were won only
by militant action, always
against or in spite of the WLB.
Thus, the greatest gains of all
were won by the coal miners,
who never fell for Roosevelt’s
“equality of sacrifice” fraud,
never -gave away their right to
strike and never kowtowed to
the WLB. In hard-fought
strikes in 1943 and 1945, ‘the
miners won a total of $2:87 a day
increases and finally cracked the
Little Steel formula.

The WLB even meddled in in-
ternal union affairs to.the ex-
‘tent of dictating union constitu-
tions. It penalized unions and
individual workers for " striking
and allowed corporations to fire

union militants' right and left;
] Corporatmns,

however, - were
permitted” to violate contracts
and WLB orders at will,
LONG RIGAMAROLE |
WLB rigaimarole “was clearly
de51gned for indefinite stalling.
It required: (1) “exhaustion” of
bargaining;
(2) rehashing with the United
States Conciliation Service; )]
certification to the WLB; (4)

{mediation by 8 WLB regional
‘ “fact fmdmg”

panel . with no
power (exceépt to break strikes);
(5) “voluntary” .arbitration be-
fore an “impartial” umpire; (6)
final ‘arbitration by the full
WLB, whose decisions, in effect,
were binding only on the work-
ers.

Each of these six steps took
weeks, months, sometimes even
years. If the workers struck, the
board always refused to consider
the case during a strike. Work-
ers usually returned to work
quickly, “pending WLB action.”
Corporations - then: nred mili-

‘the WLB order to bargain with

tants _on charges of causing
strikes. The original grievances
were-thus often subordinated to
the struggle to reinstate the vie-
tims,

Any prompt actiqn the WLB
ever took was against workers.
Corporations i violated  WLB. rul-
ings with impunity, but against
labor the WLB could summon.
the highest authorities. of the.
land... The..army,. navy ..draft
boards and. the President ‘him-.
self were utilized to break strikes,
and - penalize mlhtant workers.

BOSSES IMMUNE

Sewell L. Avery’s Montgomery
Ward & Co. never did ‘accepb

the CIO United Retail, Whole-
sale and Department Store Em-
ployes of America.’ After being
stalled for a year, the Ward
workers struck in 1944, So fla~
grant was the Ward case that
this was the first strike after.
Pearl Harbor to be “authorized”
by theCIO. All American labor
supported it-—except the Stalin-
ists, who scabbed on and reviled

the Ward workers as “unpatrio- |

tic” for defending their rights.

‘-ITmmediately Roosevelt order-
ed Ward stores “seized”.by . the
army. 'This action broke the
strike. Meanwhile the WLB
order was ignored and the stores
operated at a rising and.guar-

anteed profit to the: corpora-|

tion. Only when the Ward )|
workers hrought Avery to his
knees in a second strike last
November, was anything gained
for the workers. But this came

after the WLB, was practically |

dead from disgrace Avery final-
ly granted general raises and’
agreed to bargain further, in-
creases.

The final WLB report Decem—
ber 31, 1945, listed the follow-
ing - among
“Basic wage ratés- were held
within narrow: limits” - (while
prices rose. 45 per -cent). About
415,000 uncontested- wage ad-.
justment applications were “pro-
cessed,” involving 26,300,000 em-
ployes: -In another-65,000- cases
the WLB 'denied wage -raises -
granted - without -its - prior - ap--
proval, and 4,289 -employers- who
gave such raises,- were- referred:
to the Bureau of Internal Reve-
nue for tax penalties. No:penal-
ties were provided for employers.
failing to raise:even the most-
substandard: pay.

A NEW FRAUD - - )

So bitter did the workers re-
sentment - against the- pro-em-
ployer WLB become, that- the in- |
sistent - demand arose ‘for the:
union leaders- to: “Get Off the|
WLB!” Early- in 1945 -the CIO.|
United - Auto Workers -called on:
the CIO to break with the WLB
—although- the UAW . leaders
never took that step themselves..
But the union leaders clung:to
the WLB to the very end.

Now they are acting as a “la-
bor front” for Truman’s -new
Wage Stabilization Board whose:
basic ‘function is no different

than that of Roosevelt’s WLB.

It is up to the union ranks now-
to demand that the union lead--

ers get off the WSB 1mmedia-~

‘}has no right to relief in 8 court

: |organizations

. : - : Wi | ist Workers Party; United Trans-
is participating, is how being . conducted

to obtain 300,000 signatures on the FEPC
The: California Legislature re-..
cently killed an FEPC bill, thus necessitat-
ing petition action on the part of the

.| ert Michell had been arrested for

its achievements: |

Denied Injunction
Against Pickets

By Robert L. Birchman'
*  (Special to The Milltanty * -

' CHICAGO, Feb, 26—Super-

dor Court Judge Donald S.|

McKinley last Monday denied
the ‘request of Howard Fox,
owner, of White City Roller
Rink;: for an injunction: to stop
picketing - protests - against. the
rink’s-Jim-Crow policy. McKin-
Tey ruled thet the rink. bars Ne«
groes, -in violation of the Illinois.
Civil-Rights law, and therefore

of equity., - :
For nine weeks the Whibe City

rink has been picketed by rep--
resentatives of over 15 labor and
community organizations united
protest Jim Crow. Amorig the
supporting the
fight- are . the Chicago -CIO
Couneil;
tion- for the Advancement: of
Colored People; the Chicago Ur-
ban League; Committee of Ra--
cial Equality; Labor’s- Council:
for €Community -Action; -Social«

port Service Employes,:CIO; So-
cialist Party; Chicago Council
Against Racial and Religious Dis-
criminagtion, and many C10 local
unions.

Michael Mann, Executive Sec-
retary of the Chicago CIO Coun=
¢il, - testified that picketing on
nights when he was present, had
been peaceful. He stated that
|the:: CIO actively supports the
fight to end Jim Crow at White
City because it is CIO policy to
{fight racial’ dmcrlmination ev-.
erywhere

“CLUB” EXPOSED

Gérald Bullock, chairman of
the Committee of Race Equality
which initiated the White City
| picketing, exposed the “meme
bership card” trick by which Jim
Crow is maintained. On Decem-
ber 21, he was informed by Fox
that “membership” books were
closed;, and no further members
would be admitted to the “skat-
ing “club” until others dropped
out. A large number of “mem-
bers,” however, were later ‘ad-
mitted ‘The “club” was not even
chartered until January 9, four
days after “club”-manager Rob-

violation of the Illino
Rights law.

M. J. Myer, co-defense attor-
ney. with Leon Despres, assailed
{the “club” as a subterfuge whose
.only . reason, for existence is to
.exercise -diserimination against
Negroes. .
Hearings on the warrants_ se-
cured for the arrest of Michell
for._violation of the. Civil Rights

Civil

ounts ‘

1 'Jmt-Crow Rink

the .National Associa- |

The NEGRO
STRUGGLE..

/
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Origin and Significance of “Race”

“Labor’ wuh a white skin -~
cannot emancipate itself
where labor with a black
skm is branded e

—KarL Magrs

CHARLES JACKSON »

We often hear heated discussions among Negro “intele

lectuals” as to whether the

use of .the term “Negro” s

proper or not. Some contend that the word means black -

.and should therefore not be.

used becausé there are very

‘few pure blacks in America today,; as a result of the fact -
that the Southern plantation owners practiced social
equaltty to such a great degree during the time of ¢chattel

slavery.

Some say the word has taken
on the meaning of someone low
or base or .innately. inferior.
This, of course, is but a reflec-
tion .of the job the capitalist
controlled  society has' done in
an effort to pound fnto the
heads of the white workers the
myth of white supremacy. Some

say “Afro-American” is. more
proper, - . .
But' after all, what’s in a

‘name? It is the origin, the pres-
ent relationship and the future

role of any group of people in’
our soclety that is reany ime
_portent.

WHAT “NEGRO” MEANS '

-In _America the ,word Nem
means practically any race or
mixture of races that is. not
white. It means: a group of peo-A
ple “singled out by the schools,
thé churclies and the so-called

(14w on ‘& basis of ‘dark skin color.

In Some states a Negro is defin-
ed as anyone who “has & drop of
colored blood in his veins.” In

reality, of course, every lving
person has colored blood in his

1veins, for if his blood were ¢ol-

orless it would contain no hemo-
globin, withoit which human
life could not exist. Ineidentally
the color of blood of all races is
fdenticnl  and scientiﬂcouv in-
distinguishable.

Why, then, do people look dif-
ferent, one from the other, on
the outside? Through perhaps
dozens of millions of years of
evolution, different tribes of men
were subjected to different con-
ditions of nature, such as burn-
ing rays of sun or smow-covered
mountains.. As a result of this
process, - different “tribes were
forced to change in appearance
in order to exist.

Those. in the Scandmawan
peninsula, for example, became
“tow « headed” blondes, while
-those n the tropical reglons bes

came frizey haired and dark|

gkinned so that thay would be
better protected. against the dan-
gerous ultra-violet rays of  the
sun. This is but another orderly
prooess of natural . selection.
which has tended to modify the
external  appearance of every
animal from the tree toad to|
the 3ebra In accomodation to its
partioular environment for the
putpose of self protection and
thereby race preservation. = °

These varying raclal charm-

law will be held before a Jury
in. the Criminal Court Buildlng.

teristies within one specles of
animal do not denote superiority

‘u
or inferiority. Man, regardless of °

race, is the same kind of animal

as his fellow man even it he '

lives on the opposite side of the
globe. He can mate with him and

|bear offspring; he is born. his
‘potential equal and he will be his .

equal, given. equal opportunity
for development.

Since the decline of primeva.l
communism and tribal habits,
however, ‘we have, seen the ade..
vent of class soclety; that is, the .
kind of society wherein there is -
a-ruling class and an exploited
class of people. Since then -the .
destiny - of - men- has .depended .

1not so much on their ability to-

protect themselves from -the-
forees of nature, but on the basic
factor ‘of ~économics and their -

relationship “to - the means ‘of
‘'production of  the things that

are of use: to themselves and to
others.

During this time we have seen
both rich and poor within the
same race; and increased migra=-

tion has led 'to the ‘condition ’

where now in many lands one -,

may find members of every race .

of the earth, History records the -

existence of black slaveholders

as well as. black slaves; .white |.
slaves as well as white slave-
holders. .

Even. today under 8 higher
form of slavery-—wage slavery—
there are a few Negro capitale
ists. They are, however, insignie

ficant compared to the mass of -

Negro workers and- farmers. o
From'a strietly seientific poing

of view, then, the potential qual- - -
ities ‘of ‘all races of men ‘are -

equal. Furthéermore there is in
America today no pure—blooded

Negro or black race, nor no ‘pure

Caucasian or white race.

It so happens, hOWever, that
under the capitalist system.it 18
necessary for the rulers to try to.
keep the workefs. divided and to, .
set.up .a super~oppressed group .
of .dark-skinned workers to. be..
kicked. around . when..the white

workers are resentful about their
{own - economic ‘insecurity.

~

unfortunately for us. it is the-y!

factor: of -‘social - forces .rather -

than scientific truth, which:con=«::
{rols - our “pursuit -of happiness
‘alid; in many cases, even: life and
‘death, . - :
Therefore, call: us.what you
wish, the very hypocrisy 6f the
roften economic . system must
force all the w0rkers to recog- y
nize and struggle relentlessly for
that group of doubly opprested

humans-——the Negro toilere.

Soclallst Workers Party B
Branch Activities -

%

AKRON — Visil The Militant
Club, 405-6 Everett, Bldg 39
East ‘Market St. open daily
extept Sunday, 2 to'4 b. m.;

Friday, 7:30 to 9:30, Current
events discussion ‘Wednesday
evenings. 4 ‘
class on ‘Forward March of
American Labor,’ '
~ Mar, 15, 7: 30pm "Post Wa!
Plans”-—-1919 Style,” by ‘Mary{
Clark
Atternoon sessions on same
serles of lectures every Friday
by Milton Genecin.
ALLENTOWN - BETHLEHEM —
-Open .meeting every Friday,
8 . pm., at Militant . Labor
Forum, S. E. corner Front and
Hamilbon Streets,- Allentovm
“Publio Forums-—-First sunday
ﬂeech month, 2:16 pm: . - >

‘St.- Open Mondays ‘and Sat-
“urdays from noon until § p.m.,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
_Friadys from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
BUFFALO —  BEvery,. Satnrday
night, Current Events Discus-.
.slon:and Open House, at Mili-

floor.
OHICAGO — Visit SWP 160 N

g pm every day ‘except -Sun-
day “Tel, Dearborn 7562
‘Classes - every Wednesday,’
7:30"and 9:30 pm. " °
CLEVELAND — Militant Forum
every ‘Sunday, 8:30 pm. at
Peck’s Hall 1446 E. 82nd St.

| DETROIT—Forums on topical

_questions every Sunday. 3 p.m.
" at 6108 Linwood. Office open
da.ily 10 to 6. Phone Tyler
7-626’1
KANSAB CITY — SWP Branch
- meets Saturday, 8. p.m. Rm.
+-308, Studio Bldg., 418 E. 9th

'tely.

_St., for study and discussion.

¢

“also Monday, Wednesday and|

Fridays at’ 7:30, ]

BOSTON--Office at” 30 Stuart v

tant Forum, 629 Main st,, 2nd|

*Well§, R. 317. Open 11 a.m. to’

LOS ANGELES -— Visit SWP

Room 214,

waukee branch of the SWP at
| its headquarters, 424 E. Wells
St.. any evening from 7 30.

open 10 am. to 5 p.m. daily.

NEWARK~-Branch meeting ev-
ery Fridey at 423 Sprinsﬁeld
Ave . 8t 8:30.

‘Reading room and office
open Mondays-Thursdays, 4 to
10 pam,

moup meets
7:30 pm. < B
‘Sat, March 9—8oclal eve-
ning. Dancing, re!roshments
‘Admission !ree e

NEW YORK — CENTRAL, 116
_University . Place, GR..5-8149.
Sat.. 4 p.m., rehearsal. of

Trotskyist  chorus. Militant

readers invited. - A aom

1st floor.

' BROOKLYN: 635 Pulton St.
. Open 1 to 9. Phone 8T. 3-7433.

HARLEM: 103 W. 110th St.,

-Office open Monday through
Thursday, 1 to- 4:30; Fridays
and Sundays, 7:30-10:30 p.m,

PHILADELPHIA -~ SWP Head-
\quarters, 1303-05 W. Girard
Ave, 2nd floor. Open forums
. every Friday, 8 pm., on our-
rent topies,

- Classes on Lenin’s “State and
Revolution,” every Sunday, 7
pm, -

Office and bookshop open

every day.

-headquarters, 145 8. Broadway, |
. - San Pedro, 1008 S. Pacifie, | -

MILWAUKEE — Visit the Mil-|

MlNNEAPOLlS—-Vis!b t.he Labor |
- Book Store, 10 South 4th St.,|

Fomm ‘every Sunday, _3:3@. o

" BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave. ,“

-room 28, Phone.MO. 2-18686,|.

PITTSBURGH-—Milltant Reud
ing Room, Seely’ Blde., 5005
" Penn Ave., corner Penn. Ave,
" & Beatty St., B, Liberty, -Opes °
_Monday, Wednesday, Friday.
8:30 to 9:30. Suncays at 7:30%
Round 'reble ‘Discussion on
“News . of the Week in The
Militant.”
PORTLAND. Ore, — Visit the
SWP - neadquarters, 134 8, w.
Washington, 3rd Floor. Tel-
ATwater 3092. Open 1 to

and 6 to 8 pm. on Tuesday
and Friday.
" Fridays, 8 v.m,, Open House
--and Round Table. Discussions.
SAN FRANCISCO — Visit the
San Prancisco School of Soclal

ner of. Grant-and Sutter, 4th
floor: open from 12 noon to
3 p.m, Monday through Sat-
urday;-and 7 to 9 pm. Mon-
day through Friday, - v
* Friday  siight study- srouw
‘Introduction to Trotskyisn'l.‘
7:30 pm.
. “EAST BAY BRANCH-»P. O.
:Box 1618, Oakland, Calif. ,
-+Meetings 2nd and 4th Wed-
nesdays,‘ L.O.OF. Ha,ll 410
Eleventh St.,,- -
Mar. 13—*“The Case Bill." ;
SEATTLE-Visit. our Headquare
ters, 19191, Second Ave.

| 8T, LOUIS—Visit our headqut.r-

ters, 1023 N. Grand Blvd.,, Rm.:
812, open Monday through
b Saturday from 12 to 2 p.mil
Monday, Wednesday, Frida.r
from 8 to 10 pm.
TOLEDO——Forun'f.e every  ‘Tues-

St. Open evenings, 7-w. -
YOUNGSTOWN — Youngstown .
School of Social Science, 228
N. Phelps St., open to public
Tuesday and Saturday after~
noon from 2 to 5: also 7:30 to

9:30 p.m., Monday through
4'I'hursday fos G

4 pin,, daily eéxcept. Sunday, 1

: 1" Science;, 805 Grant Ave, cor=
-Militant. Readers’ Discussmn i

every Sunday, |

day, 8:00 p.m., 213 Michlgau )
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Diary Of A Steelworker By T. Kovalesky | |

Then we. wait thirty more |

There’s a little note in No. 10 of the “Lack-
awanng ‘Striker,” strike bulletin of the Beth-
lehem Lackawanna Steel Locals, which means
a great deal. Under the
general heading, “On The
Lines,” is the following
item:

“Here is spirit! Three
women, Mrs, Alma Ray-
ford, Mrs. Ruth Wright,
and Mrs. Pernell Martin
walked on our picket line

in Ireezing weather, while their husbands went
home for a little badly-needed sleep.”

_All sorts of things go into the winning of a
strike . . . and not the least of these is the sup-
port and. cooperation of the working-class wife
who is willing to sacrifice that the union -may

, Win. The great Steel Strike showed a whole

class united!
* Xk %

In spite of the fact that the “Lackawanna
Striker” was alittle ‘paper started up during

the strike andconcerned -with' the: hundreds-

of matters that-come up- during a strike i
who was ‘scabbing, who ‘was helping ‘the<union;
what ' pickets were ‘most - faithful, what. fupny

lncidents occurred, ete.; ‘it is refreshing to-see

that national politics’ were not. ignored, but

on the contrary, closely:followed .und analyzed.

Issue No. 20 is lieadlined “CASE ANTI-LABOR
BILL.” After 8 brief outhne of the provisiohs
of the bill, the “Striker”’ demonstrates, - using.
the example of the Bethlehem: strike, th
astrous effects of the bill upon the labor move-
ment. “Let’s take a look at what Case and
his buddies are: preparing :for us;”- says: the
article.

“Suppose we're all set to strike for a decent
wage, and (just like this time) the company is
starting to pack the" plant with “food ‘and ‘schbs;

“We tell this new-born' WLB '(the 'fact-
f!nding board) - we’re going to .walk out Then

Notes Of A Sealman

A certain Mr. Bishop, spokesman for the War
SHipping Administration, had his say in ‘Wash-
ington before a Senate committee the other day,
He painted a: dire picture
-4 ~of ‘the maritime indus-

‘try’s labor supply if the
draft. - laws: -affecting
-young . men- below the
age of 26 were removed
. or amended. Without the

é . ShEEEEE=E. threat of being dratted
he said thousands ot young seamen would leave
the industry.

I don’t know Mr. Bishop. I have never seen
his picture in the newspapers. But I'm willing
to bet my next payoff against one box of mouldy
.ship-hiscuits that this gent, like the. rest of his
colleagues in the War Shipping Administra-
tion, is very well fixed, -especially since the war.
- He is undoubtedly well-fed, lives ih a comfortable
home with all modern conveniences, enjoys nu-
merous vacations and, furthérmore, receives 8
- handsomeé compensation for his heroic toil in the
offices of the WSA.

“When Mr. Bishop spoke his piece in Washing-
ton there wasn’t a single person at.the Senate
hearing “who spoke up for the- thousands of
young seamen scattered- over-the ocea.ns in every
corner of the earth.: Mr. Bishop spoke betore
.Sympathetic capitalist politicians only too ‘eager
1o respond to the “plight” of :the. “poor” ship-
owners as against the needs of the thousands of
young seamen now forced to continue sailing by
the compulsion of the draft laws.:

"The 'draft board pressure is only the latest
pressure to be used. Between: wars the normal.
labor “surplus” under capitalism. forces many

young men locked out of industry.to go to sea,

i L IR N
Actually, few séafarers really desire the life
of a seaman. Most of them dream and talk of
leaving the sea. Few succeed in breaking away
and becommg stabilized -ashore. The longer they
remain seamen the more difficult it is for them
ever to-come ashore..Then- one day comes the

Tealization that they are ‘going to sail until they '

are t00 old to end up anywhere exeept in. Sailors’
Snug Harbor, the seamen’s poor-house,: ; i

“Some, their hopes shattered,. seek -escape. in
e bottle. You can meet these: broken men:in
every  waterfront..gin mill .and they: will speak
about “that chicken ranch in Petaluma, Cali-

" Three Growmg Boys

Recently, the Woman’s Home Companion asked
aeveral thousands »of . 1ts readers .the ques-
ton:-“Now that ‘the wai-hds been over for -some
months, do you ) "
to. permanent peace?”
swered “No.” .

[Although I do .not beheve that:she:was ap-
proached by the: Woman’s: Home Companion:in-
vestigator, ‘I know * one Detroit- woman;: who
- thinks-the same way. Sheis surethat the United
States will go to war again—and she is: terriﬁed
at the thought! .-

-I.don’t even know her name Ours was: Just-a

grocery store acquaintanceship.: I met her one -

busy Saturday afternoon, after I had rescuedher
little boy from the grocery store: ‘window, ivkiere
he .was about to be snéwed under ‘by the 'piles
of apples.and oranges with which hé had been
playing. The mother- thanked me- gratefully and
then turned to the four-year-old with that: mix-
ture of :pride ahd irritation; which -is charac-
teristic ‘of the parents ‘of  small children.

But her “Donald, -youw're & bad boy,” didn’t
bother Donald at-all. He started for the window
again, thinking that he would: give the apples
and ‘oranges another try

. G
“I know that I sporl mm‘ o she said ‘to~ me
apologetically - when we _were outsxde, “and I
should ' know bBetter® too ‘bécause . I've - brought
up- three ‘other boys.” I was almost speechless
with: admiration for a woman, who .could _cope
with the problem of four “Donslds.” =~
-«While I was trying to find words’ to express
my admiration,.she spoke agam dnd this’ time,
there was a little catch in her voice. “Since Gor-
don- died, I haven’t: been able to: bring myself
to punish Donald. When he’ was little, Gordon
Jooked just like Donald  does now—the same
“blue eyes and red hair, 2ven the same dimple in
his chin.” She pulled Donald’s curly head ‘agairist
her side in a gesture of affection -— and sorrow.
:I murmured a few words of sympathy; but the
mother . scarcely listened. She wanted to talk
about. her dead boy.. The words came" pouring

@ e

for over four hours and

~dis«

‘forbids normal, stable family life’ which most

families, .and if the industry were rationally

. like continuationof the draft laWs, to coerce the

;gme wiGordon ‘was: just 18. That’s why :it’s - so

Stk
he’s reaily dead o th&t e’
again.” . e

Her voice roke then andfwe walked along in
-silence: for- a:little while, When she spoke again,.
-there. was a note.

-send_him .out be shot. He- just didn’t have a
«chance.. at ail .

An: a-kind-of hopeless anger, “It’s terribie, it's
,torrible"’ :

’ eVen my baby"’

_standing on the sidewalk outside talking. Dorald {}:
‘was restless and wanted to go inside, so it'was []
»impossibles to prolong the conversation. But I|]-
did say ‘a- few things about our fight agairst |].
wer and our hope for ‘a socialist world of ' peace [}~ -

piace for. the mother cof: three growing boys'

we wait five  days.
days. Meanwhile ten ‘thousand’ scabs “and “six
boatloads of food are brought into the plant.:
“At the same time, Bethlehem drags us into
court, because they say we violated the ‘con-:

tract. Long before the court action is finished, g
our thirty day stalling period ends, and ‘the| :.

boys go out on. strike . . .'if the company has |
not already locked us out to thake room for the
scabs.

“So the boys hit the bricks, and.ten minutes i
later they find ' that we -have no. bargaining.
rights any more, since we have.picketed ‘force-
fully’ and organized a boycott against the com :
pany. ey G
. “Then, with the strike broken, we try to
back into the plant . without a union
and they. ‘wonh't ‘take us back ? L

And here is: where the “Lackawanna Striker %
hits. the nail on the head. Instead :of ‘making
the usual-plea for union-members to write their
congressmen, the “Striker” called. for the form-
ation of ‘a LABOR PARTY! “If we get rid of
these  big-shot- politicians and_send our OWN

men to COngress 2 i states,‘‘we won't have peo-. {4

lyi-in he diifer/ent issues there ap
pears. the: heading, “On’the: Jines.”  In Number:
23 under;.this- head is a tribute to the “anony-
mous picket,”. which I particularly liked:

and get -the. chance to :mention- the names of

: uocq. :
casionally 'we hear of; some outstandmg action ]

certain . pickets; .captains, or.officers. But this | |}

strike is being won by -all of us; The anonymous |,
picket. who spends long, .dark: hours out in the |.
'freezing cold is the most, important man in this |-

strike; We'll probably never know ‘the name of
each man: who, has watched our: gates and fenc-
es, but. we wish to say to him now, ‘Thank you,
Brother.: Your faithful service on the Tline .is
smashing: the. giant Bethlehem .Company ‘to- its
knees. . The power,ot the. Union rests in YOU
and.men like a3 g Dol

- By Art Sharon
fornia” they were going to buy, or the little
bar “in Hoboken *“I could have had if ‘I had

married McClosky's. widow.”. They always swear
that this is their “last trip.” But you're sure: to

But once in a; while one ot ‘them figures it all
out -and can’t 'see the percentage  for ‘himself |
any place. ‘Then he: does what an oiier ship-
mate of mine did a few years.ago on a trip to
the islands.’ :

He had. reaily tried’ to make a homelife for
himself ashore but couldn’t beat the system.
Forced to take long. trips to make enough :to
keep a wife: and: home, he returned after: one
eight-month. trip to find her gone. On the ‘ship
going. to the islands’ shortly - afterwards he:told
his story over and over- again until the gang
stopped ribbing Rim because he took it so-much
to heart. -

'On the fifth day out ai’ter he had finished
standing his watch he _came into the messroom
where ‘we “were playing cards and called out:
“So. long, ‘boys!” Being preoccupied with our
cards we hatdly looked ‘up. ‘One of the gang
made a ‘crack - about’ the oiler. going nuts and
we -all silently agreed. i

“About ten minutes. iater we heard some shout-
ing: outside and the sound of a crew ‘member.
running hard down the deck. We rushed out to
meet the messman who told us that the oiler
had  just jumped over ''the side,_ suit-case in
hand. We stood there a little shocked, looking
mto the murky dusk, trying to locate the oiler.
We could make out a dark object floating, ‘but it |
was only his suitcase. \ t

: LI T
The occupation of & seaman by its very nature

seamen, :like. everyone else, desire The - -ship~ |
owners, however, provide nothing to compensate ]
for this unnatural type of life.

“If seamen were paid. sufﬁdiently to maintain

organized to permit: the maritime workers to
spend regular periods ashore, this problem colild
belargely-resolved. :

But :the capitalist shipowners don’t want to
spend a dime or forego.a nickel of their swollen
profits:to: make. ship: life attractive and accep-
table: to: workers They . ‘therefore sczk measures,

seamen to cohtinue in the industry

By Grace (arlson‘

out as if they had been damned up for a long

be tha.t hes dead. It's .almost “a
» A 87

il lcan’t believe that

f.anger_in her voice, “It isn’t
right for:them: to take. a young boy like Gordon
and give him only 17 weeks of training and. then

B gk g

+:Afl this: came An rush-oL anger She paused

. aimoment: to:catch her: ‘bredath and then said |-
in a meditative tone, “And I always took such |;
good:care.:of . my- boys. . We ‘néver had .much |’
. .maney, but;they always.went to a good baby |3
.doetor; and.had.a)l :their .shols. " Yes, you .can
save your boy from. whooping cough but not

from: war!” She shook ‘her head back and forth

5 &l agreed thh her that it was terribleiand .

. County Employes, AFL.

Thousands of CIO and AFL workers cheer the announee
'_'stration has forced the Houstor, Texas, City Manager to recog:
It was the attempt by the city manag‘ men
"ployes union which brought this' magnificent support from all orj

. rg
l :the crowd ‘is D. W. Maxwelil of the Houston Building Trades Council %
meet them at the Union hall shipping out again v e

By Lou Cooper

In the spemal Congressional election held on the East
S1de of New. York City on February 19, Arthur G. Klein,
the Democratic. Party: candidate ‘was the victor over the

American Labor Party candidate, Johannes Steel
The vote was Klein (Dem.) —

1'7 366; Steel (ALP) 13,505;
Shea (Rep.) 4359.

- 'The_ Socialist Workers Party,
New York . Local, . gave critical
support to’ the ALP .candidate,
despite the fact that he was not
from ‘labor’s rdnks and had no
real labor program The SWP

i

pomted out ‘that the ALP was
sponsored by the bulk of CIO un-

ions in New York City, and every
‘step, no-matter how timid, in the
direction  of labor’s. independent
political - action, should be sup-
ported by the workers of lNewf

York.
The ALP vote of 13 500 was

Truman Policies Pavmg Wa

For Blg Jump In lemg (‘)ust’~

( Continued from Page 1)

that the “OPA was passing along

i to the public all of the wgge in-

crease ordered in the meat in-

| dustry and the packers wére not

being asked to absorb any of it.”

Thus the new price increases,
authorized by the Truman Ad-
ministration, permit the packing

1 corporations ".to pyramid their

profits higher than ever.

GRAIN PRICES LIFTED

On March 2 the Truman Ad-
ministration likeWise - ordered

‘| price boosts-in. six major grains.

This means further staggering
increases in the cost to consum-
ers of all grain products such as
cereals, bread fiour -ete. )
But this is’ not all

the basic materials in most man-
ufacturing processes——steel—the,
Truman Administratlon has giv-
en he’ big steel cbrporations an

for there are very;few that do

not ‘require steel. *EvVén. milk car- |
tons it isinteresting to note, re-

rocketing: prices means - another

tremendous Jump in the cost of.
1 B

‘Snyder “hope” that the .cost ‘of

yliving won’t go up more than Tive

in one of /

les, Chairman of ‘the
;Federal- Reserve: Board are re--
ported .. to- differ on. the. exact’
‘amount of the: jump.. Bowles.and

per cent. - But Eccles thinks that-
Truman’s policy might lift living |
costs ten per cent in the months

ahead.

"All three of these Truman lieu-,
tenants however are dehberately

underestimatmg the prospective

inflation” which- in the comihg’

period  will eat into the wage

gains made by workers o ‘the

picket  lines™and leave them at

the mercy of speculatbrs and'

profiteers

SHAM BATTLE e
Thus the - Administration’s
“battle against .inflation” . is. &

sham. Instead of combatting

i

higher prices, the’ Admmistration,

is directly engagedin lifting them

for ‘the exclusive benefit of Big |

Busmess

The workeis can oniy depend |
on their own forces in the fight'|!

against the inflation which the
capitahsts are imposing on the
country That is why the unions
must irsist on a rising scale of

wages  as their main safeguard_
. {‘against 1nfiation A rising’ scale’
of wages ‘should" be included -in
| all union:-‘contracts.
vision were:in: effect, then wages| :
would ‘be pegged to the iridex of
-{the cost of living. * If this index’
shoots ‘up, ‘then’ Wages automats:
,;ically go up 8 proportionate-

amount

. Thus if Eccles should be. nght:_
|in - his’ contention that ‘the‘cost
of living ‘will skyrocket ten -per
‘cént, then all'workers wi
.contracts cogtainmg &
providing for’a rising scale would;
‘automatically get a ten per -cent
rwage mcrease :

If*this pro-

‘completely unjust) “This ‘seemed to give her the ]
“And- there’s : another: war |

courage * to- g Yon:
coming. I'm:half crazy:worrying: about, it —when

it -will come and whether they’ll take my other |

boys,: Robsrt ds'14 vand’ Peter:is 16, so if .the
war’ comes in :five or ten years, .they’re .sure. to

go. And, if:the war holdsioff for fifteen’ 'years, ||

they’d: take all-three « even the little one -

'We had, reached her hOme by’ then and were

and brotherhood. “I “wanted- to' comfort™ her a
li’ttle — 10 give her some hope for the futuré;
“.Otherwise, this world is a - pretty terrifying

Begmnmg

i ‘;_, NEW YORK
: gThe Evolu’rlon of Mankmd"

A Serles A LA Y e
SIX Lectures on Hls'l'orlcol Matenahsm
Speaker;

- William F. Warde. -
Every Wednesdoy. 8 p.m.

1 16 Umversuty Place

March 20

mdicative of' the: large support

this party has already obtained
in . this:: overwhelming working-
class <district.”

o8 EX'I'ENSIVE CAMPAIGN

The ALP campaign was color-
ful~ and exte ive- and the CIO
‘uhionists ‘were' cn‘cularized by
‘many'CIOunions.

‘But how explain.the fact that
the :‘ALP: could -not, win in this
slum = ridden neighborhood of
’trade uniomsts and poor people?

. The answer to. this question
‘was. unwrctlngly given by the

_elect him”
,_;Only 40" per cent of the
eligible 80,000 Voters' went to the
polls on February} 1 9

“I'll fight. for the osévelt-Tru-
man-Wallace’ program.”
‘Worker—-Jan. " 30.)."'This “pro-
‘gram” has less ‘and less meaning
to workers nowadays.’ The slo-
gans. of '“four: freedoms” and
“sixty- million, jobs“” have been
exposed . as: empty . ~bhrasemon-~
gering in the light of recent de-
‘velopments -on- the: intemational
and: hational: scene:

'PROGRAM NEEDED

: To be; really effective and win
today, ‘and rally real support from
the. workers, .the ALP must ‘have

lia program ‘of ‘jobs ‘for all under

workers' control of industry and
operation of idle
‘plants;: ‘the ‘ALP must -de-
;mand.a wide scale low-cost hous-
ing: programto-be carried -out re-
‘gardiess of : the: ban:ks and real
estate: magnates, Both ‘of these

‘eance. on New -¥ork’s congested
‘East. Side B .
.Ifithe people ‘of the East Side
‘had felf a~ real - living stake -in
‘the:program. of  the: ALP, Tam-
‘many.woyld: have’ been -decisively
deieated Xy
" 'The fighting program advocat-
by: The Militant could have
pired victory!- .
‘Klein, - the Democratic Party

‘| nominee, asked to be re-elected
se|to. “carry. out Roosevelt’s pro-.
steel the “liberal .dem-

‘gram.”.
‘oerat,” as e called
i“Klein 1s\a good maj

not 'distinguis
in except to

The members and supporters
‘of .the ALP. in New. York City

' ?have ‘before them the urgent task
1| of steering the course of the ALP
,  toward - real - independent "labor

| attion on the political field. This

means first of all & fighting la-
 bor program and ‘a consistent set
of independent labor candidates

. Lfor\the 1946 elections

| through the microphones:

(Daily |

‘demands;- have. special signifi- |

emohstratlon In Houston Halts
ttem ts By (ity Officials'

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
~ 'HOUSTON, Tex., Feb. 26—A magnificent demonstra=
tion of ten to twenty thousand workers, both AFL and CIO,
this morning forced city officials to back down on their

strikebreaking threats and agree to deal w1th representa-"
g_l PO T

tives of 700 city employes,
members of AFL City-County
Employes - Union, on strike

for the past six days.

This - action ‘climaxed months
of 'negotiations between the
City County Union and City
Manager Edy (subsequently suc-
ceeded by Acting City Manager
Nagle) for wage increases need-
ed to bring up the incomes of
city employes to meet the sky-

.| rocketing cost of living. The City

Managers brazenly backed down
on their promises to grant in-
creased wages “if an increase in
the tax rate is granted by the
voters.” The tax bill was passed
but the promises were not ful-

| tilled.

In fact, the City Council “dis-
covered” that it was “not ob-
ligated” to deal with union rep-
tesentatives “except as indivi-
duals.” An indignant rank and
file forced the union ‘leadership
to call the 700 man strike which
began February 20.

CALLED “REBELLION”
Immediately the Mayor, the
City Manager and City Council
raised the slogan: “You Can’t
Strike Against the Government.”
Mayor Otis Massey called upon
Texas’ reactionary Governor
Coke Stevenson to.supply Texas
Ranger units, battalions of the
State Guard and other armed
forces to “protect” the city. In
Austin, ‘Governor Stevenson im-
mediately promised “anythmg
you' need” while fascist-minded
Lieutenant Governor John Lee
Smith announced: “This is noth-
ing more nor less than rebellion!”
He demanded legislation to “deal
with strikes.”

City Councilman Clyde Fitz-
gerald, a member of CIO Oil-
workers Local 227, conducted a
single-handed struggle against
the rest of the City Council. Re-
jection of his modest proposals
was the signal for calling the
strike.

'SPLENDID UNITY

Although the AFL leadership
was conciliatory and the CIO
leadership tried to dodge the is-
sue by passing the buck to local
unions, the unity of AFL and
CIO workers -throughout the
strike and in the demonstration
was magnificent.

William Mann, shop steward
of CIO Steelworkers Local 2083,
now. on strike against the Reed
Roller Bit Company, .carrying
his own picket sign, shouted
“We
at Reed are all with you. We'll
win this fight if. it takes til
19501 ° :

J. C. Fikes, CIO oilworker and
member of the South Side Citi-

S 5

zen’s Councu succeeded in pass-\
ing a resolution' through:a. mass.
meeting of that organization the
night before the demonstration.
demanding that the' City Coun-
cil negotiate with the strikers
and threatening initiation of 'a
recall referendum if the Coun-
cil refused. :
Houston has witnessed, ior the’
South, a precedent-smashing’
event, Although gaining little:
in their immediate demands, the
mere presence of large bodies of-
both CIO and AFL members at' -
the demonstration - lifted- the:
workers’ morale to a high peak.’
They learned the- great lesson:
that labor unity in action.is ab--
solutely - essential in ‘struggles.
against the bosses and their gov--
ernment agents. .

Americans Cable -
Protests Against
‘La Verite’ Ban

(Continued from Page 1) .
clude: Herman Singer, The Call; .
Farrell Dobbs, The Militant; E,.
R. Frank, Fourth International-'
Liston Oak, New Leader; Dwight.
Macdonald, Polities; Max
Shachtman, New International}.
Albert Gates, Labor Action.

TEXT OF CABLE f :

The full text of the cable rol-
lows:

On January 18 1946, the un-
dersigned cabled Charles -de .
Gaulle, then President of France,
and Andre Malraux, Minister. of
Information, urging  their g0V~
ernment to grant freedom of pub-
lication and circulation ‘to; La

Verite, central organ of the Parti
Communiste Internationaliste
(Trotskyist.) o

In view of La Verite's record
as an anti-fascist paper. publish~
ed in the underground-against
the Nazis, and the participatioh
of the PCI as a legal party in
the French elections, we e¢ould
not understand why ' this paper
was being denied the rights of
expression and circulation,.. ..."
\ We have since been inIormed
on good authority that no ‘favor-
able action has been taken on
this matter and that instead,
La Verite now faces the threa.
of complete suppression.

On behalf of the rights of i'ree
speech and free press, we wish:
to renew our request to .your
government that in accord with
its democratic declarations, it
immediately grant full freedom
of publication and circulation to
La Verite. .

DESPITE HAGUE

SWP HOLDS FERGUSON MEETING

INTIMIDATION

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT

JERSEY CITY, N. J., March 1.—The Jersey City Branch

-of the Socialist Workers Party held its first open mass meet-

ing here ‘to protest the murder of Charles and -Alfonso

‘Ferguson, the wounding of Joseph Ferguson and the jailing

Western Electric
Strikers Await
Phone Tie-Up Aid

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT

KEARNY, N. J., March 2—
In the ninth week of their
bitter strike against Western
Electric, the . Independent
Western Eleciric Employes
Association, members continued
‘mass picketing with the expecta-
tion that their national organiza-
tion, the National Federation of
Telephone Workers, will soon
come to their aid with another
nation-wide strike.

Meeting in Memphis, Tenn. last
week-end, national leaders of
the NFTW . mapped plans for a
nation-wide strike, scheduled for
March 7, against the giant
American Telephone and Tele-
'graph ‘trust.

Seventeen NFTW affiliates em-

Ibracing 150,000 workers in 33
1, states will strike ‘directly, while
| the remaining 100,000 members

of the NFIW w111 respect the
picket lines: 5
Thus, for the second time

{within seven weeks. -the phone
{ workers are scheduled to tie up

national phone. communication.
This time; in addition to backing

1up the WEEA strikers, the NFTW

will seek a $10 per week “across

the board” increase, a 40-hour

week with a minilmum of 65 cents
per hour.

‘Yesterdays’ negotiations with
the. AT&T "broke up without
agreement. The NFTW has not
yet specified whether it would re-
turn to work in the event of gov-
ernment seizure of the phone in-

dustry.

®of Richard Ferguson in the

Freeport case.

The Democratic Hague mach-
ine--the political machine head-
ed by Mayor Frank (“I'amthe
law”)- Hague—attempted to pre-
vent the owner of -the hall from
allowing the SWP ;to meet there,
“Mysterious” telephone calls t6ld
advertised speakers to “lay off:”
Nevertheless, a record ' crowd
turned out to hear Louise Simp-
son, Trotskyist candidate in the
1945 New York elections, and |
Frederick Martin, editor and pub=
lisher of the New Jersey Herald
News, a Negro weekly baper.

COPS AT DOOR . m

Police - stationed at the door
tried to prevent the meeting but,
since the rent had been paid. in
advance, they had to admit ‘the
workers who rallied to the meet-
ing. The owner then turned off
the heat and the audience Was
forced to sit through the: meet-.>
ing in a bitterly cold hall The
SWP was notified that it could
no longer meet in the hall as it
had been doing every week.

The. chairman, Allan Kohlma.n, i
Newark Branch Organizer of* the
SWP, announced that resolutions
on the Freeport case have been
passed by Local 16 of the CIO
Industrial Union of Marine and ¥
Shipbuilding Workers and by Lo-
cal 160 of the AFL International
Ladies’ Garment Workers ‘Union,
both of Hudson County, New
Jersey. These union resolutions
condemned the murder of  the
Ferguson brothers and -the .gc~
tions of ‘the Freeport city offi-
cials, and called upon the labor
movement, the NAACP, veterans
and. other orgamzations to take
action: on the Freeport case A
similar resolution 'was then
passed unanimously by the Jer—

sey City meeting.
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