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ATTACK O

INERS HITS

" U.S. Imperialism S teps Up Drive Fowara

'Pla'ns To Tighten M|I|tary Grip

Over Entire Western Hemlsphere

By Charles Carsten

Diplomatic deadlock and heightened tension in the
.Big Four Paris Conference of Foreign Ministers was ac-
companied last week by further military preparation and
intensified war-propaganda on the pa.rt of American im- i

perialism.

Washington moved to expand®

its world-wide ring of military
bases. It began to formally press
for a unified military command
of the entire Western Hemis-
phere,

President Truman proposed ‘a
program of military collabora-
tion with other.American states
including the training, organiza-
tion and equipment of the armed
forces” of all the countries on
the. North and South American
continents. :
TWOFOLD AIM:

Under Truman'’s. super-imper-
falist plan the United States
would provide ‘modern weapons,

standardize military. training, or-

ganization and equipment. - The
President would be-authorized to
“transfer
equipment” to other governments
in the Western Hemisphere.

Truman’s proposal to central-
ize ‘the- command and standard-
ize the armaments of the West-

“ern Hemisphere military bloc has

a. twofold aim. - First, it would
help ‘Wall Street tighten its im-
perialist.stranglehold on the Lat-
in American .countries. Second,
through it the nations of the
Western Hemisphere can be more

effectively organized for the con- | -
* templated war against the ﬁoviet

Unfon. *

The whole Americen ruling
class is moving in unison on this
decisive' question of war prepar-
ations Both Republicans and
Democrats combined last Thurs-
day to rush through the Senate
an’ extension of the Draft Act
which was to expire May 15.

On May 11 the State Depart-
ment revealed that it wanted
sovereignty over three strategic
Pacific - Islands formerly held. by
the British. “These would be part
of a vast United States defense
system  in the Pacific,” stated

(Continued on Page 8) :

is a statement by D. D. McClurg,

milifary ‘and  .naval |

) wage demands.

transit workers, a public state~
" | ment “was also ‘issued by Myra

_{to ensure adequate wages for

Open The Books,
Say Los Angeles
Transit Strikers

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT

LOS. ANGELES, May 10—
The latest development in
the strike here of some 4,000
street car and bus operators

President ‘of AFL Transporta-
tion Union Local 1277, condemn-
ing the "lLos Angeles Transit
Lines for refusing to show its
books in-support of its conten-
tion that a fare increase is nec-
essary for it to meet the union’s

Countering -the company’s de-
mand- for outrageous fare in-
creases before granting wage i
creases from its exorbitant pro-
fits, the union has demanded
that the company open its books
for union and public mspectmn
to show that-the wage demands
could easuy be met; without en-

taiiing any fare increase. .. | - |

Backing up- the fight-of the

Tanner Weiss, organizer of the:
Los Angeles Local of the Social-
ist- Workers Party, in which she
called for the taking over of the
transit lines by the city to be
operated on a non-profit basis
for the benefit of the citizens and

the transit workers. o

“Mrs. Weiss declared «The
demands of the striking em-
ployes for a wage increase with-
out & price increase are emin-
ently reasonable. The men and
women transit workers are notor-

'(Cohtinued on Page 8) -

Korean Labor Pleads For Aid

Agamst Brutal

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
. LOS ANGELES May 5—The Korean Federation of Trade
" Unions has appealed to the CIO in the United States to
aid it in throwing off the yoke of Amencan ‘Military Gov-
ernment, a regime. which is®
anti-labor’

conducting an
campaign under  decrees
“worse ' than the cruel laws
of Japanese imperialism.” -
* This appeal, signed by Chair-
man Hoa Sung Taik and Vice-
‘chairman' Pak Se Young, arriv-
ed in the United States early
this month after being smuggled
out: of Korea by .a discharged
‘army sergeant, Harold Zepelin.
"The protest was dispatched to
‘the CIO in this way because the
Korean union - leaders feared
that it,_ would not be passed
"through “the mails by the AMG
censors

COMMON FOE

First reported in the May 2
jssue of the Los Angeles Labor
‘Herald, the appeal was addressed
to ‘Philip Murray as President of
‘the CIO, and asked for interna-
‘tional labor solidarity in the face
of assaults from the common foe
~—Wall Street.imperialism,

The Korean document. is sig-
nificant, not only for the picture
it gives of AMG’s anti-labor pol-
‘jcies, but also because it reveals
that the Korean trade unions
now boast a total membership of
800,000. Considering - that - this
organization has been built un-
der almost constant terror, irst
from the Japanese and now from

"AMG, it testifies to the Korean

workers’ high degree of militancy
and class consciousness.

A -continuity of Japanese and
American policies in Korea s
revealed by this document, which
reports—* . . . many of our un-
ion leaders and organizers (have

‘their past history of ‘collabora-

{ notorious is Order No. 19 which

.| delivered the Korean appeal and

American Rule

been) imprisoned by American
military pohce, usually as a result
of the intrigues of the Korean
foes of our labor movement, who
strange .to.say, have found fa-
vor in the eyes of the American
Military  Government despite

tion with the Japanese.”

AMG WINKS AT TERROR

“The protest further . chargcs
that AMG winks at {errorism
directed by pro-Japanese reac-
tionaries ‘and landlords against
progressive “groups. Many anti-
labor .orders have been handed
down by AMG. One of the most

prohibits strikes, requires com-
pulsory: arbitration and pro-
claims the “right to work” with-
out any interference whafsoever.
In other words, no union secur-
ity is allowed. )
Striking at the workers’ at-
tempts to organize politically,
AMG issued ‘an order which re-
quires registration by personal
sighature of every member of a
political ' paity, and then holds
the party legally responsible for
each act of each member. It is
easy to see how agent-provoca-
teurs could be thus smuggled in-

to the workers’ movement and
then .commit acts which would
bring . official reprisals.
According to Harold Zepelin,
the U. S.. Army sergeant who

who 'spent. some. time in. the
capital - city of Seoul, Japanese
collaborators are riding high un-
der AMG: rule. Syngman Rhee, a

.. (Continued on Page 3)

Shadow Over Latm Amerzca

iace I{ e y Issues At Con ventmn

IN THE NEWS T

How Wall St. Vzews
The Famine Victims
Speaking - recently - before "a

congressional committee on the |

problem of relief for the starv-
ing abroad, Seécretary of Agri-
culture - Clinton  P. Anderson
said: “We're in the position of
a family that owns a litter of
puppies: we've got to decide
which ones to drown.”
s L * *‘»

Let Them Eat Cake

On April 27,-the White House
issued a “breadless, fair food
conservation = menu = covering

lunch and .dinner.” For lunch: |
Jellied madrilene, cheese omelet,

peas and- -mashed. potatoes,
strawberries, cookies. For dinner:
Clear soup, celery and: olives,
roast leg of lamb, green bheans,

glazed carrots, pan- potatoes, cu- |
cumber-salad (vihegar and cream |
shredded pineapple, |

dressing),
angel focl cake.

T * £
For Imperialism’s Sake
. Reporting that the Japanese
face food - conditions like -“the
inmates of the Buchenwald and
Belsen . - concentration ~camps,”
Herbert Hoover, head of the
U. S. famine committee, said
in Tokyo‘'on May 6: “If is im-
possible to conceive that the
American flag will fly where
such conditions exist. Aside from
any Christian spmt food im-
ports are required if American
boys here are not to be endan-
gered by disorders and epidemics
inevitably arising from stalt“
tion.”

% owm s

“Four Free,doms”(

™" {een -Jewish '~ youth, in-.
mates -of ‘a former Nazi- concen-
tration camip now. operated in-
stead by the. American Military
Government,” were. arrested on
May 6 at Cham, Germany, for
participating - in.a.‘protest- dem-
onstration against condition. Of-

ficers of the American First In- |

fantry Division.ordered..the ar-:
rest on: the 'groundsthat -the
youth hadjenga,ged in “close. or-
der drill” in viblation of civilian
regulations in. the American oc-
cupa,tion zone. oY = :

sl

‘successful

| largest
‘country has ever known. They

By Art Preis B

Some 2000 delegates,

representing approx1mately

8‘00 000 organized steel. workers, will begin deliberations
on May 14 in Atlantic City at the Third International Con-
yention of the CIO United. steelworkers of America.-

This convention of the union®
.ers of all races, creeds" and na-"'

in America’s most- basic 1ndustry
meets against  a - backeround
unique in the experience of the
steelworkers.

and many bitter  defeats,
steel workers will be able .to re-
cord at this convention the - ost
struggle and - the
greatest achievements of - their
history. )

The -rank .and. file .delegates
who will participate in the con-
vention have gone through .the
fire. of a titanic battle, .
industrfal “strike . this
have become tested. union com-
bat veterans

In the course of thelr unpre-

cedented strike, the steel work- '’

‘pitted
-against the powerful U. S. Steel
‘trust since the terrible defeat of

" ‘the' Great’ Steel Strike-of 1919,
the

tional origms attained- a" unity
in action, a singleness of pur-
pose and endeavor never ‘before

? . 1k
After .50 years of struggles | nown in the industry.

the

The greatest single sector of
the union, Big Steel, had pre-
viously gone through the whole
past decade of  mighty - labor
battles without a direct test- of
strength. They had not- been:

in' militant - - combat

‘In the recent strike, however,

‘they: matched blow ‘for blow :and’
‘came ‘out: not: only with' their

forces intact: and: further: conh-
solidated, but for the first time
brought the mighty corporation
(Continued on Page z)-

\LL LABO

| Union CaIIs Two-Week Truce In Strike
After Owners Agree To Come To Terms

By Joseph Keller

‘The most savage and concerted strikebreaking assault ever hurled
by Big Business and its government against American workers reached
its frenzied climax last Friday, May 10, the day the AFL United Mine
Workers Union wrested an “agreem ent in principle” from the coal opera-
tors on its key health and safety demands and offered a two-week truce
in the 40-day strike of 400,000 soft coal miners. :

With a desperation born of fear before the demnmstrated power arfd
solidarity of the militant coal miners, the agencies of government, the big
corporations, and every capitalist instrument of propaganda were mobilized

Black Market

" |Price Levels

Sought On Meat:

- By Evelyn Atwood
. The Truman administra-

| tion is preparing to ‘capi-
tulate to the all-out cam-

paign of the greedy meat

.| packing trust to smash all gov-
ernment ptice’ ceilings on méat

and legalize black market prices.
This was virtually admitted by
Secretary of Agriculture Clintqn
P. Anderson, when he testified
on May 1 before the Senate

Banking and Currency Commit- |

tee, ostensibly - for continuation
of price “control.”

. Anderson asserted that if the
OPA’ “last - effort”
meat back into regular channels

| through restoration of slalighter

quotas - was unsuccessful, the
only, alternative was “abandon-
ment of these controls.” In oth=-

ST Tet 'words, iegalization ‘of the-s’ky-'
+ [s-the-limit prices. 2

| PACKERS’ SABOTAGE

‘With meat on the hoof at rec-
ord levels, the profiteering meat-
packers are sabotaging the pro=-
cessing of meat until all price
ceilings, are removed. :

Meaniwhile the country is In
| the grip of -a serious meat fam-
ine. The bulk of the meat now

being- processed . is . siphoned :off

. into the. black market for the
wealthy. Working-class families
find empty butcher shops.

Meat packers insolently point
out that the “slaughter quota’”
which had little effect when pre-

viously imposed, will again fall

flat long before: the 90. days
“trial” is over. °
Anderson . is already fmdmg

good excuses for his anticipated

open surrender to the packing
barons. When it was pointed out
to him that if ceilings are lifted
entirely, pork would go up to 70
cents a pound, and even higher,
Anderson airily dismissed rising
food prices by saying: “The peo-
ple aren’t worrying about - food

prices. Why some people don’t|

mind paying-$1 a pound for but-
ter.”

The Nuremberg Trlals
And The Moscow Truals

‘terms.
‘to funnel |

A Statement by the Nuhonal Commlifeeoﬂhe Soclahsi'IWorkers Parfy‘

The Nuremberg Trials, at which the wctors
in the Second World War.are passmg Judgmem
on the defeated Nazi leaders, call public attentlon

‘once more to the notorious Moscow Trials. of,
1936-37-38 at which the principal leaders of the
Russian Revolution were indicted on the charge
of collaborating with the ‘German Nazis. to pre-
pare a war against the Soviet' Union.. .
known, the old Bolshevik leaders were “convict-
ed” of this monstrous charge and most of ‘them
1 were executed. Although he was not present in
the Moscow. courtroom, Leon Trotsky. was:named
as the chief defendant and-the sentencé of death
| was. executed on him by a hired ‘Stalinist as-.
sassin in Mexico City in August 1940, .~ )

Dewey: Commission

.From the inception of the Moscow Trials the
fantastic nature of the - Stalinist accusations
against the-incorruptible:leaders of the Russian
‘Revolution' aroused. doubt-and distrust through- |
out the world. As a result of this great public
interest and distrust, a Commlsswn of - Inquiry
hé Mbscow Trials,- headed by John Dewey,
the world . famous :philosopher and. -educator, was
constituted in: New York: in the: Spring-of.- 1937.:
Leon. Trotsky was given - the. chance to: defend;,
_which , had ‘been : denied- in, bhe one-:
sided Moscow: proceedings. . At/the same time the.

into: the

himself,

bunal."

“As is | April 10 to 17,

tion,

imous ‘decision

ers
Gfuilty *

clvahzed ‘world;

W

‘last two sentences of its report: ‘
» | find- ‘the’ Moscow Trials to be frame-ups. We
‘therefore ‘find. Trotsky and Sedov not: guilty.”
‘The full record .of the Commission’s work was
published in two thick books by Harper & Broth-
— “The Case of Leon Trotsky" and “Not

Dewey Commission invited the appropriate Soviet
representa,tives in the United States and Mexico
to present. their own evidence against Trotsky
and: the old Bolshewks before this impartial tri-

Open hearings were held in Mexico City from

1937, Following that, the Dewey

Commission studied and analyzed all the available
evidence and material bearing on the case. Fi-
nally, after the most thorough-going investiga-
the Dewey Commission presented to the
world, under date of Sept. 21,. 19317, its unan-
which - was sumrnanzed in  the |

“We therefore

Following ' the report of this most 1mpartial
and authoritative body, the doubt and skepticism
which  had pervaded world public opinion from
the start-of:the Moscow Trials was resolved ‘into
a settled conviction that the Moscow Trials were
a-fraud from start to finish. ;The ‘Trials  were
completely - dlscredited throug]

ut the entire
the very words “Moscow Trials”

Gontinued on Page k)]

€for a ferocious attempt@_
to intimidate /the miners|

and frustrate their just

demands. With the mine

| strike as a pretext, Con-

gress renewed its drive
for laws to shackle the|

unions and help beat

~The invective, slanders,
and threats hurled at the min-
ers increased in volume and un-
restraint as it became clearer
that the profiteering mine oper-
ators and the government were

‘being forced to yield major con-

cessions by the unshakable stand
of -the mine workers. From all

‘reports, the union’s offer of truce,

with retroactivity for all gains
finally granted, came only after
the operators had wilted and in-
dicated their readiness to talk
The day after the truce,
the UMW announced its further
demands for wage increases t0-
talling’ 27 cents an hour, -
TRUMAN GIVES SIGNAL

“The. signa.l for last. week’s co-,

'ordinated anti - lakor ‘offensive.

had been given- by President Tru-

Jran himself with bis scare-head
| statement -of . the previous Fri-

day that the imine strike con-
fronted the country with an im-
minent “national  disaster.”

He followed this up by calling
“illegal” the miners’ chief de-
mand for a “royalty”-to provide
a union health and welfare fund.
Truman threatened “militant
action” to break-the strike which
he said was “gradually”

agamst the government.”
‘At its peak, the anti-labor of-

labor’s standdards down.|
Hes |

‘fenswe unlea,shed at Truman’s
‘cue surpassed in ferocity even

m- |.
‘ing the proportions of & “strike

Buffalo clo

Backs Miners

BUFFALO, N. Y., May 7 —
The Buffalo CIO Council to~
night went on record in unani-
mous support of the striking
"AFL soft 'coal miners after a
‘delegate ‘from the CIO United
‘Steelworkers Local 2601 read
8 strongly-worded resolution
backing up the coal miners.
-This resolution had been pass-
ed by Local 2601 the previous
- €véning.

the strikebreaking drive of the -
late Presidenf Roosevelt against :
the wartime niine strikes of 1943.
Last week’s assault renewed and
extended  the virulent = labor-
hating. drive that followed V-J
Day .and reached its previous

‘climax during the General Mo~

tors strike. -

'POISONOUS BARRAGE

Advancing behind & poison-
gas barrage from the boss press,

;Congress, spewing labor - hate
and denunciations against the
-miners and their leaders, ‘poured:
~anti-union bills into the legis-

lative hopper
The ‘Senate even shoved aside
its consideratlon of Wall Street's
militarism program and voted 66
to 9 for immediate discussion of
the notorious Case Labor Dis-
putes Bill; - This is designed vir=
tually to ‘destroy ‘the right to
strike and to disembowel the
American union movement. )
Both houses began considera-
tion- of hastily-drafted measures
to make it “illegal” for the mine
{Continued on Page 2). - '

field, a leading Ford mill-|
tant. Sheffield won by &
margin of 500 in the biggest
election turnout in the ‘his-

 tory of the unit.

The fact that the oorrupt Hes-
ter administration had been fea-
thering its own nest by the crim-
inal usé of double-run receipts
was exposed by Sheffield in the
course of the election campaign.
Also ten days before the election
the trustees- of the Production
Foundry TUnit reported to- the
Ford Local 600 Executive Board
“that evidence now in our pos-
session clearly proves that a pre-

and used to defraud Production
Foundry members of large por-
tions of fines monies paid.”

- Despite  ~ these - indisputable
facts the cynical Stalinist leader-
ship rallied their forces behind
the venal Hester and did every-
thing in  their  power to block
the exposure of his unsavory
manipulations.

RANKS DEFY LEADERS

‘The corrupt Stalinist. leaders
were out to beat Sheffield at all
costs’ since he had always been
& . consistent opponent of their
sell-out policies in the auto union.
But realizing that the Commun-

Hester’s shady dealings and were
favorably impressed . by Shef-

honest and militant trade un-

initiated  a wvicious red-baiting
campaign against Sheffield, de-
nouncing him as a “Trotskyite,
a_fascist and an enemy of  the

working class.”

conceived method was devised.

ist Party ranks were outraged by |:

field’s unimpeachable record of |

‘jonism, the Stalinist bureauctats:|

LARGEST FORD 600 UNIT
REPUDIATES E. L. HESTER

. - - SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
DETROIT, May 10—In a bitterly - .contested election
held on April 25-26 in the Production Foundry, largest
unit of the Ford River Rouge Local 600.of the CIO United
Auto Workers, Edward L. Hester, Stalinist-supported can~
didate for unit president, was decisively defeated for re-
election by Horace L. Shef-®——

The Communist Party renk
and file, however, had much
more ‘confidence in Sheffield
then they did in the Stalinist

leaders. No amount of pressure
from  their section . organizer,.

. William Allen, and the other Sta-
linist hacks had any appreciable

effect on the Communist Party

ly acquainted with. .conditions in‘

‘their own unit. fo be fooled by

the Stalinist Misleaders.

- Some of these— Communist.
Party workers had - themselves:
been called “Trotskyites” for dar-

‘ing to question the reactionary

Kremlin-inspired edicts ‘of -their
leaders. Thus, the Communisé.
Party ranks defied the cynicei
Stalinist bureaucrats and re-
‘fused to support Hester. Some of
them ‘even campaigned openiy ;
for Sheffield

GROWING REVOLT :

Charges are now heing pr essed :
against the most outspoken of
these awakening workers, by the

| Stalinist tops ‘with the view of

expelling' them from the Com-
munist Party. Under similar cir-
cumstances Communist - Party
rank and filers in the Ford Local
Pressed Steel Unit have already
been “disciplined” for their cour~
.ageous stand against the ultima=
‘tumis of the Stalinist bureau-' ,
crats.

and sincere Ford workers who are
still members of the Communist
Party, which resulted in the elec=
tion.of Sheffield, has strengthen-
€d the genuine militants who are

fighting against the renewed
offensive.of the bosses. 5

workers, who were too intimates

Thls growing Vrevolt of honest
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-and welfare fund financed by
%Royalties” based on production
or .for employers to grant sim-
‘ilaf demands to other urions,
The atmosphere for this Coh-
gressional Iabor-hating orgy was

and radio which turned on &
_flood the country with panic and

lynch spirit against the valiant
,miners.

. Newspaper headlines screamed
in “disaster” type—special huge
-ominous black type kept.in're-

‘erwhelming catastrophes, like
‘declarations of war. A horrify-
ing ‘picture was painted of im-
minent famine, water supplies

employed and the country lying
"in ruin.

'.l'hm horror stories were bol-
stered by rapid-fire announce-
_ments of threatened plant shut-
- downs, railroad curtailments and
“state of emergency’” -warnings
~in_big. cities like New York and

_tion of coal stocks, the capital-
‘ist .press added fantastic.exag-
gerations.

One after another, big !ndust-
rial corporations threatened huge
- Jay-offs. General Motors, which
-~ only the week before had calmly
“geported that due to the GM

yeserves sufficient for a long per-
- $0d, suddenly discovered it would
_bhe down to its last lump in 10
- days,
~ Shameful to relate, the miners
_ also received some stabs-in-the-
back from within’ the labor move-
 ment .itself. At the very height
of the anti-labor attacks on the
mine strike, which were being
“ focused especially on the' person
©.of UMW President John L. Lew-
is, CIO President . Phillp Mur-
-yay speaking at the Amalgamat-
ed Clothing Workers convention
P ‘May 9 launched a blistering
attack at Lewis,
“nQ one in the CIO has turned
‘against the Government.”
This attack on a strike leader
- 'who was then under fire from
the most reactionary elements in
_the country could only give com-
fortto labor’s enemiés. More-
over, it was unaccompanied by
any statement of support for the

From another quartér, the
- Communist (Stalinist) Party and

its Daily Worker were conduct-
mg a continuous sniping attack

(Continued from Page 1)
: operators to grant a union health &

" créated by the Big Business press |
‘nation-wide geyser intended to-

sweep the people into a veritable |-

‘serve for. announcement -of -ov- |-

and:- utilities cu% off, millions un<:

‘Chicago. . To the actual reduc- |

strike. 'it had accumulated coal

boasting that

mihers’ strike or ‘their demands.’

Youngstown CIO

-Supports Miners

. YOUNGSTOWN,: 0., May 7
. =-~The- Mahoning County CIO
Council here tonight went on
record unanimously to give
full support. to the demands
of the AFL United Mine

Workers which is leading the |

strike of 400,000 soft coal min-
ers.

steelworkers. Their action was

“an . expression of . solidarity
with their brother Workers In
the mines,

The 'local' CIO Council |
1 is composed ‘mainly “of CIO

en Lewis, stressing particularly
his leadership of the wartime
mine strikes which- the Stalinist
leaders had helped try to'break

| At the same time, like the cap-
‘italist press, the Daily Worker

called on the capitalist govern-

1 ment “to act” in ‘the mine strike

—of course, “in the mterests of
the miners.”

OPERATORS TO BLAME

Under! a tremendous flood of
scare-head propaganda, Big Bus-
iness and its government sought
to bury the plain and gimple fact
that the responsibility for the
mine strike rested squarely on
the rich operators who had ar-
rogantly refused even to con-
sider the elementary demands
of the miners for adequate health
and safety conditions.

The Truman administration
could have forestalled what it
called a “national disaster” by
the simple device of forcing the.
operators to meet the miners’
just demands. But Truman did
not say so much as a word on
behalf of the miners—not even
their demand that the new con-
tract include an agreement by
the operators to carry out all
safety regulations recommended
by the U, S. Bureau of Mines!

What the capitalists and thelr

agents like Truman yelled about

was the union’s “illegal” demand

for a 10-cent payment on every
ton of coal mined to maintain
an imperatively - needed union
health and welfare fund. VYet
all the miners have asked for in
essence is an increase in their
mesager share of the wealth their
labor alone :produces—an in-
crease that will go into. a union
fund for their mutual welfare.
Truman doesn’t find anything
“{llegal” about the corporations
collecting royalties on anything
produced under monopoly pat-

ANGE 0lIS THREAT TO ALL 0F lABOR

families like these,

Grief-stricken relatives of three of the 12 miners killed
in the April 18 explosion .at McCoy, Virginia are shown as they
left the church after funeral services.
for a health and welfare fund would provide for bereaved

Miners’ Famzlzes Mourn Dead

The miners’ demands

ents. The government itself
the corporations in the form of
tax rebates. It gives other bil-
lions from' the public treasury in
“royalties” — subsidies — to the
meat and other trusts. Nor doees
Truman find anything “illegal”
about the coal operators deduct-
ing tens of millions of dollars
annually from miners’ pay checks
for COMPANY-controlled “wel-
fare” funds from which the min-
ers never receive a penny.

BRAZEN TIE-UP

Never was it more clearly re-
vealed than in last week’s say-
age attacks onm the miners that
-American Big Business and the
present government are inex-
tricably tied together. All the
politicians of the Wall Street-
owned Democratic and Repub-

_political machines of big cap-

| ital,

The fact that a tiny cut-throat
gang of Big Business rulers can
carry out with impunity such a

brazen "and unrestrained anti-

hands billions in “royalties” to

lican parties act as cogs in the|

labor attack as was witnessed
last week is directly attributable
to the political “company-union-
ism” of the American labor lead-
ers.

So long as the union leaders in
every national election urge the
workers to cast their votes for
this -or that current “friend of
labor” within the Big Business
political machines, the workers
will find themselves politically
helpless before the offensive of
capitalist reaction, which is
spearheaded by the government
itself. . .

The ferocity of the drive
against the miners, revealing ever
more ‘openly the fusion of gov-
ernment and Big Business, is &
further storm - signal to the
American labor movement. La-
bor must have its own independ-
ent political weapon, a labor

party committed to a real pro-’
gram of -struggle against Amer=
ican Big Business, if it is to beat

back the assaults of Wall Street
and its government and wield
real political power in the in-
terests of the American people.

SAN DIEGO AIRCRAFT WORKERS
FIGHT STRIKEBREAKING MOVES

By Jerome Williams
(Special to The Militant) ‘

SAN DIEGO, May 6—The most important post-war
industrial strike to take place in San Diego, that of
International Association of Machinists, -Lodge 1125, Con-
solidated Vultee Alrcraft (Convair) Workers is now going

into its thirteenth week.

Prior to«the strike, the union
asked for a 15 per cent increase,
semi-annual wage review, closed
shop and & voice In determining
the gradings of workers. Con-
valr refused to negotiate and
thus Lodge 1128 was forced to
strike.

Some 800 enzmeers, who have
their' own Independent union

 'land ‘enjoy more lucrative pay.

and a “white collar” status,
hesitated to walk out with the
rest. After & few weeks of vacil-
lation, they finally struck, onmly
to crawl back two days later be-
cause of the - presgure Convalir
applied through newspaper ad-
vertisements and threats.

The inexperienced union,
under the leadership of its new-
ly-elected president, W. 8. Free-
man, found itself‘in & tough
situation, But there was a suf-
ficiently determined group of
workers to keep the strike going.
Then a few events -caused a
turn for the better to take place.
NEW STRENGTH

The victory of the General
Motors workers provided & new
source of strength to the Con-
vair workers. ‘That, combined
with  company - provocations
(“Killer” ZLatimer, Tom Gird-
ler’s goon who played a leading

THIS IS DYNAMITE!

(Special To Th-g Militant)
‘McCOY, Va., Apr. 21—All
workers are burdened with

numerous deductions from

their pay. But the miners
carry an extra load. This
load is dynamite,

All explosives used by miners

must be peid for by ‘the min-

‘ers themselves. ' At® the” McCd
mine ‘hefe;’ where 12 “meén died{

on April 18, the deduction a-
mounts from $20 to $35 every
two weeks.

L,

role in the Chicago. Memorial
Day massacre, was imported and
put in charge of the company
plant police) roused the militancy
of the rgnks and the picket lines
became “scenes of spirit and
strength.

Support began to flow in from
other unions, including $1000
.| from Lockheed, $1,000 from Se-
attle Boeing Aircraft, $500 from
AFL cannery workers in San Di-
ego, plus additional aid from the
local CIO Longshoremen, District
50, Restaurant Workers and
others.

Three nights ago, at about
12:30 p.m. two pickets were
beaten up by company goons.
Six hours after that beating, I
walked down Pacific Highway
with another friend and follow-
ed the trail of blood left by one
of the strikers,

POLICE “NEUTRALITY”

The “neutrality” of the police
department prevented it from ar-
resting the company gangsters
responsible. This “neutrality”
also prevented the San Diego
cops from arresting s Convair

| vice~-president who drove into a

picket line and dragged a picket
for 150 yards on the auto’s front
fender.

But- the “neutral" courts fined
the union $1,500 for alleged
violation of injunction. The city
police escort the scabs in and
out every day and according to
some reports, they are in con~
stant short wave communication

{with the company police and

following the latter’s direction.,

Recently, the Convair workers
voted 11 to 1 not to return to
work under the company’s con-
ditions. The company wanted to
give retroactive pay to the scabs
alone,

The Militant is distnbuted on
the line every week. Most of the
strikers already know the‘paper

ceived. When we yell: “Read a
working-class ~ newspaper: that
tells the truth,” they know that

we're correct.

and subscriptions have been re-:

'SATURDAY, MAY 18; 1946

RADE

Mine Strike Endorsed

By William Green

AFL President William Green
finally gave a public endorsement
Jto the strike of 400,000 soft coal
miners of the AFL United Mine
Workers when he urged the con~
vention of the Pennsylvania Fed-
eration of Labor on May 8 to
give unqualified support to the
miners’ struggle.

Green told the cheering dele-
gates that “the UMW is in a life
and death struggle and the or-
ganization is making a fine fight
of it. Our duty is to rally around
the mine workers until they win
this battle.” - )

This is the first time in many,
many years that the ultra-con-
servative Green has spoken out
decisively on behalf of striking
workers. Throughout the war
Green was & prop of the notori-
ous no-strike pledge and assail-
ed the miners’ wartime strikes.

Whatever Green’s present mo-
tive for backing the miners, his
stand can only be welcomed.
Once more Big Business and its
government are making the mine
union the chief target of their

anti-labor drive.
L * & *

No Agreement On
‘Rail Wage Issues
Negotiations with the railroad

- |- operators for ~additional wage

raises above the 16 cents an hour
granted by a government “fact-
finding” board were broken off
on May 2 by representatives of
the brotherhoods of locomotive
engineers and trainmen.

The union representatives were
last week - departing from the
scene of negotiations in Chicago
to go to Cleveland where prepa-
rations are reported on foot “to
organize the strike” of 300,000
engineers and trainmen schedul-
ed for May 18,

Both unions had prevrously
gone through all the delays and
rigamarole of the Railway Labor:
Act, and when its provisions were
‘exhausted, had submitted their
demands to a special Truman-
appointed “fact-finding” board.

Additional strike threats have
‘since been voiced by three other
operating brotherhoods, repre-
senting the conductors, switch-
men and firemen. Their demand
for a 30-cent increase was whit-
tled down to a grant of 16 cents
an hour by an arbitration board.

ions issued a statement that un-
less their demands for additional
increases and other concessions

are met, they wm to.ke 8 strike

-to terms by picket-line action,
This: must be recorded as a
tremendous gain for the whole
. union and labor movement.
Nor should there be any mini-~
mizing of the significant -gains
In terms of wage increases and
_other concessions which the steel
workers won by their determin.
~ ed fighting action.

The whole experience of thelr
zecent historic struggle has left
deepest reflections in the think-

' steel militants, It has taught

them initiative, raised. their

" self-confidence, and, above all,

!nspired them to view the!r prob-

Isms in broader terms./

. 'And in the event of the strike
they. could observe not only
fheir - strength and their power

%o, win' gains, but the existing

weaknesses which must be cor-

rected and the grave issues which
that combat left unresolved.

-~ This convention, if it'is to ful-
fill its resl duty to the steel

workers and the labor movement

generally, has the obligation to
examine carefully the lessons of

_the recent struggle, analyze the

~decisive issues that confront the

wunion and prepare for the in-
wvitable and greater struggles
that lie ahead.

. It is lttle more than three

" ing -and understanding of the

(Continued from Page 1)

months since the conclusion of
the strike that won the largest
single wage increase ever ach-
ieved in steel. Yet it is apparent
to all, that these wage gains
are already seriously threatened
by price inflation.

American Big Business is de-
termined to thrust upon ‘the
workers the colossal debt of the
Second Imperialist World War
out of which the Wall Street
rulers emerged with the high-
est pile of blood-profits in their
history. ‘The corporations are
seeking to protect their profits
by a form of hidden wage cut—
price increases. In this way they
intend: to rob labor of its .re-
cent wage gains.

It ia clear that the only ef-
fective. way: the workers can
protect their limited wage gains
and halt the steady decline in
living standards is by- fighting
to keep their wages abreast of
steadily - rising prices. The
capitalist ' government, which
is concerned {first and al-
ways with safeguarding profit
interests, can not be depended
upon in the slightest to “control
prices.” The record of the OPA
is one of consistent concessions
to, the extortionate price de-
mands of the corporations,

More and more, the most far-

seeing militants in the labor
movement have come to appre-
ciate the need to fight for a
program which will really de-
fend labor against the conse-
quences of inflation and that
this program is best expressed
in the slogan: TFor a sliding
scale of wages to meet Dprice
rises. )

The steel union convention
can make a great contribution

ing as & major plank of its
program the demand that there
be incorporated into its con-
tracts a ‘clause for a sliding
scale of wages that will rise
automatically with every rise in
the cost of living.

POLITICAL TASKS

What was most clearly reveal-
ed during the course of the
strike wave is the weakness of
the labor movement in the poli-
tical arena. The mighty strength
of the industrial unions on.the
economic fileld is repeatedly
negated on the political field.

We have witnessed the spec-
tacle of a Congress representing
the tiny class of ruling rich able
to contemptuously defy the over-
whelming working section of the
population. While the CIO lead-
ers, headed by USA-CIO Pres-
ident Philip Murray, complained

about thg tax rebates and other
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to the labor movement by adopt--

methods whereby the govern-
ment has helped to finance cor-
poration strikebreaking, their
voices found little echo in the
halls of Congress. Not a single
labor voice is being raised -in
Congress on behalf of 15,000,000

‘organized workers and their fa-

milies.

In direct contravention of the
strong opposition of the entire

| union movement, President Tru-

man during the strike wave, not
only called for the establish-
ment of semi-compulsory arbi-
tration “fact-finding” bhoards,
but succeeded .in imposing such
boards on the workers and used
them to whittle down the just
wage demands of the steel and
other unions.

So long as labor follows the

policy of “company unionism”
in the political field, so long as
it looks to the capitalist gov-
ernment, the capitalist “friends
of labor” and the Big-Business
controlled Democratic and Re-
publican parties: to protect the
workers’ - political = -interests,

|labor will suffer unending vie-

timization..

It is time for organized labor
to discard its antique, bankrupt
political policy and to build its
own party, a labor party. If a
mighty organization 1like the
CIO Steelworkers were fo take
the lead along with other
big unions in forming & labor
party, millions of workers and
lower middle class people would
quickly rally behind such a labor
party. in the fight against the

reactionary monopolists who to-.

day rule America.
ORGANIZE SOUTH! {
One of the truly great and
progressive tasks which the CIO,
including the steel union, has
set- itself is the organization of
the Southern workers, The fact
that the CIO is now in a posi«
tion to undertake this crusade
with justified hopes of success
is one of the true measures of
the strength it has gained .in
the recent strike wave. .. - .
But it must be recognized that

{

this organizing drive is .no. or-.

dinary one. It is not, as leading
CIO officers have stated, a “sim-
ple trade-union campaign.” ' Ef-
fectively conducted, this cam-
paign is bound to conflict with
the whole rotten social, econo-

tained by the white Southern
ruling class.

The chief bulwark of that
system is organized and legal-
ized Jim Crow, the complete
subjugation of the Negro peo-
ple who form a main source of
“cheap labor” in the South, and
the rigid division of the work~
ers along -racial lines.

Only by the most uncompro-
mising struggle against the Jim-~
Crow system can the CIO ach-
ieve its splendid aims m the
South,

AGAINST WITCH-HUNTS
In the Southern campaign,

the basic task of uniting the |

Negro and white workers can be
accomplished only if the CIO
refuses to adapt itself in any
way to the prejudices fostered
by the Southern ruling class so-
cial system and if the great
mass of Negro people are firms
1y convinced t at the CIO is
truly their fighting champion

for first-class citizenship a,n up’

and down the line.

In connection with the South-
ern drive, the ateel workers
must be on guard against the

‘union.
.the union against “reds” could
only jeopardize the Southern

‘North and South,

sinister and divisive methods of

red-haiting. Already the South-
ern industrialists - and their
fascist-minded agents of all
stamps are raising the hue and
cry against the “red commun-
istic” CIQ.

It would be self-defeating for
the steel workers to give any aid
and encouragement to this anti-
labor - campaign by supporting
red-baiting policies within their
~Any witch-hunt within

organizing campsaign and give
comfort to the bosses, both

All progressive élements in the
labor movement ;should be un-
compromising enemies of Stalin-
ism, . But Stalinist influence can
be destroyed in the unions only
by exposure of their reactionary
influence and by counter-posing
a genuinely militant program.
Any attempt to fight Stalinism
by means of red-baiting and
bureaucratic expulsions is direct-
ed in reality not only against
the Stalinists but against the

CIO Steel Worker Delegates Face Many Key Issues

in one form or another the basic
issue of trade union democracy.
No union can remain, in the
long run, an effective fighting
instrument of the workers if the
contrdl over policy and the car-
rying out of policy does not rest
firmly in the hands of the mem-
bership.

A democratic union provides
the means for the membership
to freely elect its officers and
to exercise control dver them.
It provides the means for ex-
pression by the members, for
their = initiative, constructive
suggestions and criticisms,

The CIO Steelworkers, it must

By Joseph Keller

On May 3, officials of these un- |

UNIO

NOTES |

_—

vote and a strike would “aetuale
ly occur.” -

At last reports the Truma-n
administration was planning .to
intervene again through the. ese
tablishment of another panel —
an “extra-legal” panel of three,
necessitated by the fact that all
legal provisions for stalling strike
action under the Railway Lébor
Act are exhausted. New red-tape:
machinery is now proposed. "

J * L R
Textile Workers
Heading South

One of the major battle-fronts
of the CIO's great organizing
campaign in the South will be
the textile industry, a chief
stronghold ‘of low-wage sweat-'
shop conditions.

As reported at the recent oone.
vention of the CIO Textile Worke
ers Union, of the approximately’
800,000 textile workers in this
country about 400,000 are organe
ized. However, these are mainly
in the northern plants, 85 per

ionized, Only 20 per cent of
the union, Over 300,000 are non-

conditions.

Heading the TWU-CIO Southe
ern drive will be Vice-President
George Baldanzi, who is & vice-
chairman of the CIO's Southern
organizing committee, He warne
ed the TWU convention that the
Southern employers have already
started a wide-scale counter~ofs
fensive, with a “crew of evangels
ists” stumping the Southern
states to organize the reactionary.
forces against the “communis.
tic” CIO.

. 3 ¢

Stalinist Chickens
Come Home To Roost
Readers of The Militant will
recall articles we published last
fall about the despicable scabe
bery of the Stalinist-dominated
leadership of the CIO Internae
tional Woodworkers of Americe
in the Pacific Northwest during
the prolonged and bitter: strike
of the AFL Lumber and Sa.wmm
Workers Union.
' Not only did the IWA leader-
ship reject joint action in the
strike, they openly attacked the-
strike, helped break picket lines,
and signed injunctions along with -

| sompany ‘representatives: against

AFL picketing. The New World,
Stalinist west coast sheet, slane:
dered the strike, Finally, the IWA
leaders made a deal for a 12l%e.
cent ‘an hour increase, undere
cutting the AFL demands, als
though the AFL union in the
end won 15 cents.

Now comes the pay-off! -
Today, the Stalinist leaders of
the IWA are screaming their
heads off because the employers
with whom they collaborated
have concertedly ABROGATED
100 IWA contracts. In addition,
the  Fir Industry Negotiating
Committee of the ' Northwest
lumber operators, has issued 83
demands on the union which, if
granted, would destroy the IWA,

ment among the steel union milie
tants for greater union demoe-
cracy. They would like to be able

sentatives. They would like to be.
able to hold district conventions:
and maintain district organiza«
tions where they might have the

be recognized, has not achieved

to any genuine extent the de-

gree of trade union democracy
of some CIO unions, and notably
the most dynamic and progres-
sive union in the country, the
United Automobile Workers.

It was only in 1942, that the
steel workers were permitted to
establish their own internation-
al. For many years, they were
under the control of a hand-

genuine union militants.

Past conventions of the CIO
Steelworkers have always raised

115-Day Westinghouse Strike

Wins 18 Cents

An Hour Raise

" PITTSBURGH, May 10—Agreement in ‘the 115- ~day-
old strike of 75,000 Westinghouse Electric workers was
reached here yesterday between the CIO United Electrical
Workers negotiators and the company. The agreement

calls for an 18-cent an hour®
.| general wage increase, plus

one cent an hour for a
fund to equalize wage dif-
ferentials.

Membership - ratification of

the new contract is expected to

take place at special meetings of
23 Westingouse locals in 12
states to be held tomorrow. Full
terms. of the agreement have not
yet been made public.

FOUR-MONTH FIGHT

For four months Westinghouse
workers have fought courage-
ously against the international
trust which arrogantly rejected
demands for wage increases of
18%% cents won previously by.the

simultaneously-called strikes of

mic and political system main- the General Electric and General

Motors Electrical Division work-
ers. :
The best previous counter-
offer of Westinghouse had aver~
aged out to a 9.7 cents an hour
increase and had totally exclud-
ed some 10,000 lamp workers
from any wage gains,
In the course of the bitter and

had secured the aid of local and
state police agencies and courts.
Injunctions were issued against
mass picketing, and police ter-
rorism was used -against strikers
in several cities. The company
also attempted to split the work-
ers’ rank with high-powered pro-
paganda in big newspaper adver-
tisements and unsuccessfully at-
tempted to organize back-to-

work movements.

prolonged strike, the company

picked organizing committee.

Today, district officers and
organizers are still imposed from
the top, not selected by the
ranks themselves. ‘'They are
therefore not infrequently more
responsive  to the top leaders
who handed them the posts
than to the will of the members
in their districts. At the same
time, they serve ag convenient
whipping-boys on whom the top
‘leadership can throw respons-
ibility for its own faulty policies
or improper conduct.

The lack of genuine trade un-
ion democracy is also reflected

sign contracts without the final
approval of the membership.

strike.
There are indications of a
considerable and growing  senti-

in the fact that the top leader-.
ship can make agréements and.

This was true in the last great |

opportunity to discuss their com~
mon problems and work out proe
posals for improvement of the
union in between the Internae
tionl conventions.

Another concern of the steel
workers is the report that an
effort may be made at this con-
vention to lengthen the terms of
office of top officers as well as
district appointees. Such @
move, & prelude to extending
the time between conventions,
is correctly feared as an encoure
agement to the firmer entrenche
ment of a top bureaucracy over

have less and less control.

No officer of & union €ieed fear
frequent elections if he is care
rying out the policies the mems=
bers desire and i& doing a good
job. Nor can it hurt the interests
of the union if the duly elected
rank and file representatives
meet frequently in convention to
examine past policies, make new
constructive decisions and keep
a close check on the officers.

If the delegates at the steel
convention have the oppor-
tunity to discuss the basic issues:
freely and fully, their delibere
ations will bring forth decisions
which will help guide the whols
labor movement for its great

progressive tasks ahead.

777 W. Adams’

GRAND OPENING!
New Chicago SWP Headquarters

SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 8 p.m.

Banquef—En+er+ammenf-Dancmq
Guest Speaker: GRACE CARLSON

Dinner at 8 sharp, by reservation only

(corner Halsted)

cent of whose employes are une’
Southern textile workers ave i

union, and suffer comspondinz )

to elect their own district repre=. -

which the membership would

»

P
:

o]

o




'!ATLJRDAY,»va"1"B, 1546

THE M ILITANT

G ey

Belglan Workers
- Face Wage Freeze

Trotsky’s Biograp

By E. Germain'
: (Special to The Militant)
BRUSSEI.S Apr. 24—The two major points of our
anarysis of the current situation in Belgium, which appear-
ed in The Militant of April 20, have just received rapid and

striking confirmation. First,

Van ‘Acker has just proved

that while he has been able to form a new government,

it was only because the capi-@

talists were compelled to
have their “dirty job” done
by “working class leaders.”
Second, the workers, on their
side, have just proved that while
they are in general little inter-
ested in the ups and downs in
the political field, they, react
immediately and with admirable
understanding to govermmental
i~ res in the sphere of prices
and wages.

GOVERNMENT PROMISES

.In the past months, reform-
ist trade wunion leaders had
promised the workers a rise in
their standard of living thro.gh
a progressive lowering of prices.
The Stalinist leaders had de-
manded a modest increase of 10
or 15 per cent in wages. '

Confronted with genuine dis-
tress among thousands of fami-
lies of civil servants (postmen,
railway workers, ‘“temporary”
employes, etc.), the government
had developed a plan for rais-
ing payment classifications. Al-
though the plan ignored a whole
series of major demands of the
workers, it provided an over-all
increase of five billion francs
for hundreds of thousands of
employes and workers in the
state serv1ce

THE ,SOSSES,COMMAND
AND VAN ACKER ACTS

But the bosses are opposed
even to these measures, modest
as they are in the light of the
real -gap between prices and
wages. (Wages are fixed at the
index 220 with 1938 as base,
whereas prices have risen to 490
or 450.) Several days before the
time - when the government’s
promises were to become. effec-
tive, the reactionary press be-
gan a vigorous campaign against
the “wasteful policy” of the gov-
ernment. At the same time spec-
ulators caused a drop in the price
of - government bonds on t‘he
Bourse.

Thereupon Van Acker became
panicky. Capitulating before the
pressure of the bosses and stock.

brokers, he called reporters and:

trade union representatives to
o conference. His statement had
“the effect of an.atomic bomb.”
He cynically acknowledged that

prices, instead! of declining, have:
continued to go up. He:admitted"

that. the black market had not
disappeared but grown greater.
How did he react to this situa-
tion?- ]

-~ He announced that the wage
freeze will be more rigorously en-
forced, that bosses allowing
wage increases will be pun-
ished, and that only a billion,
instead of five -billton, will be
given as wage increases to civil
servants! The. only thing he
promised was a “rigorous con-
trol by -the government over
prices” (1), when, according to
his own admission, this same
control has not prevented a con-
tinuous rise in the cost of liv-
ing'

STOBMY WORKING
CLASS REACTION

As many as ten days before
Van ‘Acker’s statement, the Bel-
gian workers had begun, in some
degree throughout the country,
isolated  actions for .wage in-
creases. Van Acker’s statement
unleashed -a veritable storm .of
protest. Van Acker himself had
to. admit that Belgium is cur-

est social crisis,” one equal to
that of November 1944 (disarm-
ing of the partizans) and of May
1945 (miners’ strike).

Strike movements have: broken
out in various coal pits at Bor-
inage, Centre and Verviers.
About 8,000 shipyard workers
at Antwerp organized the most
powerful working class demon-
stration that has been seen since
“liberation.” The streetcar con-

| ductors of Charleroi have stop-

ped work, The threat of strike
hangs over the metal works of
Liege and Caroleringe. And fin-
ally, the civil service employes
are preparing. mass demonstra-
tions at Brussels and Borinage
while waiting for their union to
decide whether- or not it w1ll call
a strike. -

TRADE UNION LEADERS
WANT TO AVOID STRUGGLE
The Stalinist and reformist
trade -union leaders, completely
tied. fo the policy of “class col-
laboration,” wan: at all cost to
avoid an extension of strike
struggles which would endanger
the “rebuilding. of the country.”
It matters little to them that
this “rebuilding” has up to now
filled only the coffers of the
capitalists, while the closets of

the workers remain as empty as |

their wallets in ‘the middle of
the week. )
It matters little to the Stalin-

ist’ and' reformist trade union

heads that thousands of miners
are used up at the age of 30,
slowly murdered by silicosis and
tied down to their homes with
a miserable pension of four and
a half dollars & ‘week. At the
same time, the *“socialist” Van
Acker goes to Lisbon to treat his
gsinuses!

In order fo prevent once again

a8 workers’ revolt, the Stalinist

and “socialist” labor leaders

urge the workers to pin their |

hopes on the next “Labor Con-
ference” which in two weeks will
bring together representatives of
the workers, bosses and govern-
ment.

Trotskyist militants of the In-

ternationalist Communist Party,

whose patlent propaganda has
just received striking confirma-
tion, are warning the workers
that these discussions with the
bosses: and government ~agents
will bring them nothing that
they haven’t already won
through their own efforts in
struggle.

Due to the complete failure
of the trade union leaders to
organize strike struggles, a ten-
dency to quit the trade unions
is becoming more and more ap-
parent in the workers’ ranks.

STRIKE COMMITTEES must -

reappear and effectively lead the
workers’ battle FOR A SLIDING
SCALE OF WAGES and FOR
WORKERS’' CONTROL OVER
PRICES. ‘
“These are the Trotskyist slo-
gans in the current crisis. The
Trotskyists call on the Belgian
workers to have no confidence
either in the promises of the
government or the maneuvers of
the bureaucrats. - Only general
and united workers’ -action can
result in victories. The most ad-
vanced elements of all the work-
ers’ parties and. unions, together
with the.  Trotskyist militants
must prepare for this action.

FRENCH TROTSKYIST POLICY
ON CONSTITUTION BALLOT

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
‘PARIS, April 28—At a Central Committee meeting
held on April 23, the Parti Communiste Internationaliste
reversed its previous stand of boycotting the current re-

ferendum on the constitu-®
tion. adopted by the French
Constituent Assembly, The
majority of the Central Com-
mittee voted to instruct the
party to participate in the ref-
erendum for a yes vote on the
constitution. }

" The change in position was
motivated by its sponsors as fol-
. lows. ‘Since the MR¥ (the cap-
italist party in the coalition with
the Socialists and Stalinists) had
withdrawn its- support of the
constitution, the lineup in the
“.referendum is transformed into a
test of strength - between :the
workers’ parties who are for a
yes vote and the bourgeois part-
ies who are for a ne vote. Under
these circumstances, the CC by
" a small majority held, the party
aust side with the former and
atilize the campaign in order to
agitate for a complete break of
the .SP and CP. with the MRP
and for an SP-CP-CGT  (Trade
Union) government.

The minority..of the CC held
that it was impermissible in prin-
ciple to vote for a constitution
which consecrates private prop-
erty and the bourgeois state in

its fundamentals, and proposed
that the party call for the cast-
ing of ballots in the referendum
inscribed: “For a Workers’ and
Peasants’ Government.”

* * *

May 6.— The proposed new
Constitution was rejected yester-
day by a vote of 10,450,000 to
9,280,000.

The rejection of the Stalinist-
Socialist sponsored Constitution
indicates a rightward shift in the
relation of political forces in
France. By participating in the

capitalist government and thus

assuming  responsibility - for the

continued chaos in French econ-

omy, the Stalinist-Socialist bloc
is beginning to lose the confi-
dence particularly of the petty-
bourgeois sections of the popu-
lace.

Only ‘a radical turn to an in-
dependent political jcourse can
prevent further gain$ by the re-

actionary Big Business parties.’

This turn, long advocated by-the
French Trotskyists, would mean
above all breaking the coalition
with the capitalist MRP and set-
ting out on the road to an SP-
CP-CGT government.

AS FAMINE SWEEPS WORLD

rently going through the “grav-

the lower-paid employes con- | recognition of their organiza- | skjlled daily workers of the Gov- | The government attempted to

stituting more than 90 per cent |tion. 150 workers of the police | ernment, municipalities and for- |break the strike by recruiting Korean Labor Pleads Fnr Ald '
of all civil servants — came out | 88rage in Haifa joined the |eign companies before. the war, |strikebreakers, but -despite the e
'on strike in Haifa and were join- | strike. : obviously suffered- great priva-.|promises of high payment no :

Of Stalm -
acks Upon It

. By John G. Wright : - r_'s

This is the first in a series of articles that “The Mihtant" will
carry in connection with the publzcation of Leon Trotsky’s bzbg :
| raphy of Stalin. . L . \y

The Meanmg Of The

FOOD SHIPMENTS DWINDLE|

‘Starvation In Chinac Sy

Few biographies have created the sensation aroused ‘
by the release of “Stalin” to the public. The-reason for
this and for the importance attached to this book can be
fully understood only in the light of all the circumstances
surrounding it., Years be-®— .
fore the book itself reached |text; the publishers . then ane
the hands of the readers it [nounced its publication in  the.
had already become the cen- |fall of 1941, But it was not re:
ter of vast international in- |leased. Even the review. copies. :
trigue and struggle. already sent out, were recal}ed.;

Who was more qualified to |This was one of the many: favors.
write & biography of the Krem- | that Roosevelt and the State Des.
lin dictator than Trotsky? In|partment accorded at the tme
addition to his great literary|to their “ally” in the Kremlin.
j |8ifts, his exceptional objectivity | Just as there\were pol{tiCal mo-
and his unquestioned ability to |tives for the suppression _of ;
in;erpr;t t;vle{nts and individuals, | «gtaiin” in 1941, so, too, thQ

on Trotsky brought to this break-up of the wartime allie

work the knowledge of an eye- : i
ance between Moscow and Waab-

witness and a direct participant :
in the decisive events that shaped | ington permits the publishers to
release the book in 1948,

Stalin’s entire career.
Trotsky was the lone survivor | Trotsky’s treatment of Stele @
in’s life has been subjected to

|abroad of the entire generation
of Lenin’s leading collaborators, :
That is why Stalin feared him |2ttCk by both capitalist critics’
so; that is why he lamented in ,;nd spokesmen for the Kremlin,
public that he had made a “mis- t}he capitalist reviewers assail -
ke sazelng 1o exile otk 1% 200K beause e utbr per
urkey in
- ., | socialist revolution,
Trotsky knew the truth about | j4ens defends theoglteaxl'::ts%f thm:
workers against all their ene- o

Stalin’s role in the counter-rev-
mies and ‘misleaders.

olution in the USSR and was
able to tell it better than anyone \
else, Stalin reached his decis-| The task of the stalinist‘ag-;
ion to murder Trotsky long be- ents is to lie, slander and- vilify’
fore the latter began working on the biography just as they lied,’
this book. As a matter of fact, slandered and vilified.its. author
one of the reasons for staging when he was alive. . Stalin must’
the infamous Moscow frameups |'Y 10 cast a shadow. over.the:
of 1936-38, in which Trotsky and | P00k because even from a purely
factual standpoint it contains
material highly damaging to the.

his son Sedov figured as the prin-
cipal defendants, was to prepare
prep: fraudulent biography the Krem-
'lin ‘despot has manufactured for :

politically for the 'subsequent as-
sassinations of both.
. himself.

TRY TO BURN ARCHIVES

By Charles Carsten

A famine of such sweeping proportlons that it threat-
ens the majority of the world’s population with starvation
is raging. in Europe, Asia, Africa and the Islands of the
Pacific. This unprecedented catastrophe is a -direct result
of the breakdown, chaos and decay of capitalist economy,
and of the terrible devasta-®

tion wrought by six years of in the world alloted UNRRA
imperialist war. 491,000 tons of bread grains for

May instead of the 700,000 re-
The very extent of the famine quested. UNRRA’s request was
is irrefutable proof that it is a barely enough to maintain the
man-made catastrophe. present starvation level ratlons
What are those responsible for | in Europe.
this famine, the imperialist rul- Altho
ugh CFB mised 250,-
ers, doing to alleviate the suf-| 000" tons  week, only 100,000
fering and dying throughout the|i,ns of wheat and flour were
world? Amid great fanfare, they | gelivered . during the first week
organized the UNRRA. But re-|of May. This followed the pat-
lief shipments by UNRRA to Eu-| tern set by scanty shipments
rope have fallen to 66 per cent

: PNt during previous months.
of the grains needed to main-| - Of the 13,900 tons of rice pro-
tain even starvatlon level - ra-

mised, 32 tons were shipped. Of
tions. the 161,500 tons of bread cereals
In the first week of May the

promised, 89,000 tons were ship-
United States fell 150,000 tons|ped. Of the 12,000 tons of fats
short of its commitments, ac-|promised, about one fifth—2,440
cording to Acting Secretary of

tons—were shipped.
State Dean Acheson, who said
t I I
on May 7 that it would be “ex- BIRE PREDICTIGNS

tremely difficult” to meet goals Food shipments are not only
set for the next two months. far below the minimum needed

The Combined Food Board,|to Prevent mijlions upon millions
which has all the surplus grains | ©f People from starving to death,

: e
Trotskyists In
Belgium Attacked

Agriculture’s latest prediction is
that Europe’s food. shortage may

‘BRUSSELS, Apr. 20—Bel-
gian Trotskyists were sub-

last into  1950.
jected to a series of ‘“‘house

) Emaciated, weary Chinese men, women and children sit -
in a village courtyard waiting  for. their pitiful allotments of

- rice.. 'Such tragic scenes are common today throughout Asia
.and Europe as famine threatens tens of millions of lives.

Opposition Group In Dutch CP
Challenges Stalinist Leaders

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT ®

AMSTERDAM April' — An
organized opposition, whielk
showed considerablt strength-

The critical food scarclty in
Europe is only exceeded by the
appalling situation in Asia and
the Pacific Islands. Conditions
in India are typical of those in

takes a firm stand along the llnes
of traditional communist anti-
imperialist’ policy. Recently this
issue ‘'has led to. a public clash

» iudiciary | China, :Indonesia, Indo-China 2 While the Dail Work
S b b D SR WP o e it o ] TR e e i e o LB
object was to find out if the Washington officials  hypo- - nist leader arrested by the Sjah- L~ rOLsKy 8un | work of defamation 15 being cayre’

work on “Stalin,” the GPU re-
doubled its activities. They spared
no efforts to destroy not only
the author but also his archives
and the manuscript.. The GPU
machinegun squad that assault-
ed Trotsky’s home in Mexico on
the night of May 24, 1940 tried
to set his library on fire with
incendiary bombs.

Trotsky was hastening to com=-
plete the manuscript, and was
actually at work on it when the
GPU assassin finally struck him
down on August 20, 1940.

But while Stalin succeeded. in
preventing Trotsky from finish-
ing the book, he was unable to
destroy it. The most important
sections dealing with Stalin’s real
role in the Bolshevik movement
prior to and during the\Russian
revolution, were completed.
This part of Stalin’s past is one
of the Kremlin bureaucracy’s
most jealously guarded secrets.
Stalin has for years sought to
eradicate every trace of it. Doc-
uments and books in the USSR
relating to this period have been
systematically destroyed, and
countless others falsified.

BOOK RECALLED

The remaining part of ‘“Stalin”
(beginning with chapter VII)
was left unfinished, but never-
theless in suitable form for pub-
lication. Harper and Brothers
arbitrarily decided, however, that
the man hired to translate: the
book should “edit” it. Where-
upon the translator proceeded to
interpolate material into the un-
finished chapters. The views in
some of these interpolations run
directly counter to Trotsky s own’
ideas.

After thus tampering with the

grown, is challengmg the Stal-
inist leadershlp within the ranks.
of the Dutch Communist Party
itself. :
The fact alone that the Stalin-
ists have had to tolerate this op-
position ~ is* testimony to its
strength ‘and deep roots. Such a
phenomenon has not been known
inside. any ' Communist (Stalin-
ist) Party in. more than a decade
and a half, Very likely it fore-
| shadows similar developments in
other. countrles

One of the main issues d1v1d-
ing the opposition from the Stal-
inist. leadership is the question
of Indonesia The opposition |

critically comment on the hor-
rible; famine threatening India
while, at the same time, they cut
grain allotments to the country
by almost half. Only 265,000 tons
of the 500,000 tons sought was
allocated to India by the CFB.

According fo Sir Girga Bajpai,
Indian agent general, 100,000,000
Indians are now living on .the
near starvation ration of 9.6
ounces & day. India has been
‘promised,y; about .half  enough
grain  to . maintain this  scan-
dalously low ration.

CFB officials say not more
than 20,000 tons will be sent by
the United States.

ried on, for the time .being,. by
journalistic prostitutes who as-
sume the pose of 1mpartial oh=' .
servers. We will deal in detail
with “this two-front attack byr
the . capitalist and GPU review- d
ers-in a subsequent article ST

VALUABLE HISTORY et

The book is valuable not oply it
from the standpoint .of the: data’
it contains on Stalin-and Stalins .
ism but also from the standpoint: :
of the history of the Bolshevik
Party. Before he beégan- work-
ing on “Stalin,” Trotsky had been
engaged in preparing a biography:
of Lenin. -Because of its. rele=
vancy, Trotsky . transferred L
great deal of ‘the _material itiw
tended for use in that- latter
volume into the work on Stalin
‘In’ point of content- it is. the
most brilliant product of Trots-
ky’s pen. . !

This outstanding biography in.
Marxist literature “is, by a’save-
age irony of history,. the biog-
raphy of the most abysmal be- il
trayer of Marxism. st

“Stalin” deserves the attention
of “every. serious worker who is °
interested in the struggle for so=
cialism. It casts an illuminating”
light on the ‘real issues in ‘the
struggle. between . Trotsky and
Stalin. This struggle was not.at
all a personal feud but a life .
and death duel between two:di--
ametrically opposed systems -of
ideas. What separates these two’
systems of ideas is' the class
struggle. ‘Trotsky remained on
the workers' side of the barris":
cade; Stalin deserted to the class
enemy. Precisely for this reason - .
this biography constitutes a powe:
erful -political weapon- for. the
class-conscious workers

rir government and denounced
by the Stalinists as a Trotskyist.
The Dutch Oppomtlon has ad-
dressed the foliowing. telegram
to the Indonesian government:
“The Opposition in. the Com-
munist Party of the Netherlands
(Waarheid) protests “vigorously
against the arrest of Tan Malak-
ka Yoesoef and other Indian rev-
olutionaries. We demand  their
immediate liberation.. The Op--
position in the C.P.N., contrary
to the official leadership,- sup-
ports the point of view of abso-
lute independence for Indonesia.
- For the Dutch Opposition,
(Signed) Maurice Ferarez”

PCI, the Trotskyist party,
has “arsenals” at its disposal.

One inspector named Dehoux
boasted that he had had exper-
ience ‘in. acting against Trot-
skyists. He had searched the
house  of ‘martyred Leon Lesoil,
the Belgian leader of the Fourth
International, before he was!
seized by the Gestapo on June
22, 1942, Lesoil was later tortur-
ed to death at Neuengamme con-
centration camp.

The Van 'Acker government
boasts of its democracy, but the
police remains the same which
worked hand in glove with the
Gestapo.

Arabs And lews Display Sohdarlty
As Strike Wave Sweeps Palestine

By T. Cliff
. (Special to The Militant)

JERUSALEM Apr. 25 — The biggest strikes in the his-
tory of Palestine, far sulpassing any which have taken
place until now, broke out during the last fortnight. -

On the 9th of Apr11 500 Arab®
and Jewish workers in the Post
and Telegraph Services in Tel
Aviv and Jaffa came out on
strike..

On the 10th the strxke splead
to the Post and Telegraph ser-
vices in all other parts of the
country, encompassing altogeth-
er 2,000 workers and employes.
The - workers of Broadcasting
House in Jerusalem and Ramal-
lah joined the strike on the same
day.

On the 15th, government em-
ployes of the Second Division—

day and payment for overtime;
three weeks’ anntal paid leave;

full compensation in case of ac-
cidents (compensation given
until now was half the wage,
not exceeding $4 a week); those
dismissed to receive a compen-
sation of two weeks’ pay for ev-
ery year of work with the addi-
tion of : cost of living allowande-
(until now it was only one week’s
pay for every year of .work with-
out cost of living  allowance),
There were other lesser de-
mands.

The demands of the Second
Division civil servants were simi-
lar to those of the Post-and Tele-

ployes. A family of five or six—
: graph. employes but  somewhat
the norm among the Arabs — greater.

living on $12 or $16 a month, ' \
which was the income of un- [NO SCABS = °

Q]

(trlse above $36. The majority of
| the - Post and Telegraph em-
ployes and workers were not in-
cluded in a pension scheme, all
1 they were entitled to being com-

pensatlon of one week’s salaly

for every ‘year of work.

GREAT PRIVATION

The basic wage in the rail-
ways is $1.20 a day, in the port
96 ' cents, in the Public Works
Department 96 cents,-in the oil
refineries $1.28. Other conditions
of labor, pension, etc.,, are not
dissimilar to those of the Post
and_ Telegraph workers and. em-

and a cigarette factory in Haifa |
also struck and the workers of
another. cigarette factory, the
biggest in the country, threat-
ened to come out if their de-
mands were not acceded to. The
municipal employes of Acre and
Gaza and a part of the munici-
‘pal workers in Haifa joined the
‘strike. Tork was also ceased for
a day by a few hundred workers
and employes of Spinneys Ltd.,’
the biggest commercial company
in the country, who demanded

tion, The lot of the lower em-
ployes was hardly better. .

The cost-of living during the
war steadﬂy rose until today it
is, according to the government
index, 258. But the cost of liv-
ing  allowance of the workers

scab could be found. It tried also
to divide the united ranks of
Arab - and Jewish workers, but
again without any success what-
soever. 'Emir Abdullah—the “inf-
dependent” ruler of Transjordan
—also spoke on behalf of- the
and - employes did not rise to | government, - flaunting . high-
anywhere near this. figure, and | sounding national slogans in:or-
was *less than half of the real |.der to win the Arab workers and
cost of - living. employes back to work, but his
The demands of the Post and -appeal fell on deaf ears.
Telegraph- workers - and . em- The workers showed great mil- [
ployes -were: & basic minimum | itancy and unflinching interna-
wage of $2.40 a.day and a basic | tional solidarity. The only strike-
minimum salary of $32 a month; | breakers - were British ' soldiers
automatic increases according | Who'to sothesalthough very lim-
to length. of service (abolition of | ited extent, carried on-the work
the arbitrary method of grant- in the railways and post-offices.
ing. increases); regulation ' of " Large- demonstrations - were
pensxons held : throughout the  period of
The rallway workers demand- | the strike, and it was: most en-
‘ed:.an ihcrease of the basic min- | couraging to see immense pro-
imum wage to $2.56 a day, and | cessions of strikers making their
8 proportional increase in all | Way through the Arab and Jew-
other grades; automatic annual |ish quarters carrying slogans in
increases; . cost. of living: allow- | Arabic and Hebrew calhng for
snce on the whole basic wage; support ‘
war bonus of three months’ pay; | ‘' The strike of Second Division
cessation of the practice of dis- | employes 4nd Post and Telegraph
missing aged workers a fe' 'years | workers. and employes erded ‘on
before 'the age that’ pension -is | April 23 and that of the raﬂways
begun to be paid—prohibition on the 24th.
of the dismissal of workers after |~ (The second part of this dis- existence last November at:a
the age of 55. | pateh will appear in next we-k’s | convention of 650 delegates from
They also called for an 8-hour Militant.) _} 17 national unions. The federa-

Great ferment was felt anong
the workers. of the petroleum
companies and the military
camps, the former 3,000 and the
later about 30,000 strong. The
daily workers® of €®he Public
Works Dzpartment—about 10,-
000—also showed great readiness
for action. The strike encom-
passed all in all about - 32,000
workers, while about 50,000 stood
behind them, greatly stirred by
their action and ready to join
them if called upon.

AFFECTS xNEARuY HALF
OF§ ALL. WORKERS

To understand the importance
of the strike for Palestine we
must realize that the strikers
. made up 15 per cent of the en-
tire Palestinian working class
and the strike directly affected
another 25 per cent.

What were the demands of the
strikers? The daily. workers in
the Post and Telegraph Depart-
ments receive 96 cents to $1.12
a day, even if they are skilled;
-and it takes three to four years
before a daily worker becomes |
an employe on.a monthly salary.
The employes receive & basic sal-
ary.of about $24 a month and a
maximum of $60 after 14 .years
of service. Postmen comprise
s special category which cannot

ed two days later by the Second
Division civil servants of ‘the
whole country who are 20,000
strong in all. On the same day
the railway workers of the whole
country—7,000 strong-—and the
workers of the Haifa and Jaffa
ports—1,500 stronig—joined the
strike, ;
(It must be pointed out that
the third port of the country,
that of Tel Aviv, continued work-
ing throughout the period of the
strike. The Histadruth — the
General FPederation of Jewish
Labor—was unwilling to jeo-
pardize Zionist activity.)

AWAKENS RESPONSE

The strike now encompassed
a total of about 30,000 civil ser-
vants. It awakened responses in
many other places. The em-
ployes of the war departments
(Control of Light Industry, Con-
trol of Heavy. Industry, Censor-
ship, etc.)—5,000 strong—made
a demonstration strike of three
hours, declaring that they would
stop -work fully if: the Govern-
ment used soldiers to break the
strike or transferred employes
of the war departments to the
departments where Second Di-
vision civil servants, worked,

The workers of three privately
owned factories in Raemallah

Against Brutal American Rule

tion now has 800,000 members-

and speaks for 2,000,000 workers
in both the American and Soviet
zones of -occupation. While there
can be little doubt that there:is
considerable Stalinist -influence:
{in its leadership, it is clearly &
genuine and powerful working
class movemen:.

ONE STRUGGLE RO
. The - Korean trade umomsts
concluded their appeal ‘to the
CIO with the following. plea 5
“We bring this situation to :
your attention because: we - feel
that American . workers - must
want to know how' their fellow
workers- in Korea are. farmg
“We feel that American and
Korean workers evén now: are :
engaged in common struggle ..
The same groups who: threaten
our independenceare ‘the ones
who seek to erase ‘the gains'
made by ' organized Amencan
workers and eventually, if they -
can, to destroy ‘American - “work-
ers’ organizations. The: success:
of these groups, either in: Amer-
ica or Korea, can only: lead: to a
new growth of fascism and: even- :
tually to a catastrophic: wa.r": ,

(Continued from Page 1)
leader of the reactionaries, was
placed on the AMG’s council to
advise on the creation of a pro-
visional government. Kidnapped
labor = leaders were recently
found imprisoned in the cel]ar
of Syngman’s palace.

MPs BREAK STRIKES

AMG is giving great aid fo
the XKorean Democratic Party,
a misnamed organization which
is headed by the brothers Kim
Seung Soo and Kim Yun. Soo,
both former members of -the
central advisory council to the
Japanese governor - general.
When wcYkers at a textile factory
operated by Kim Yun Soo struck
last November, American mili-
tary .police helped break the
strike, .

Zepelin also ‘reports that al-
though there was a bumper crop
of rice last year, rice has been
rationed by AMG at a_level be-
low even the Japanese wartime
allowance. "

The Korean Federation of
Trade Unions came into formal

g o
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Only the world rev-
olution cen save the
USSR for socialism.
But the world revolu-
tion carries with it
the inescapable blot-
ting out of the Krem.
lin oligarchy.

—Leon Trotsky

 The Capitalist World
A Year After V-E Day

A year has passed since the cease- -fire order

silenced the guns of World War II'in Europe.
What has happened in that year to the prom-

rt for their imperialist war? How do these
, goromises square l?weitl'a the realities of life to-

day?
2 v}v"ha.t has happened to the promise that World
War II would bring freedom from fear? The
- promise that victory would bring freedom
from want? That defeat of the Axis powers
" would secure world-wide demoeracy? .

: “Freedom From Want”

_ Hze prices has been broken. Prices began sky-
rocketing with the outbreak of the war and
they have been spiralling upward ever since.
Now the removal of virtually all price controls
threatens further staggering slashes in the
standard of lving of the masses.
’ Every attempt of the workers to maintain
their standard of living through wage increds-
es has been met head-on by the employer-
government combination, The profits of the
bosses, on, the other hand, already swollen dur-
“ing the war to levels never before seen in his-
tory, have been guaranteed and underwritten
by a legislative machine. cbmpletely dominated
by Wall Street.
. Tne returning veterans have found—not a
land of plenty—but a land haunted by the

Many cannot find either homes or decent jobs.
‘Over all the working people hangs the con-
tinuous threat of vicious anti-labor legislation
designed to shackle the trade unions and de-
grade the standard of living.

In Europe conditions are catastrophie. Fac-
- tories, mines, mills and transportation lie in
ruins. Millions are unemployed; millions
- homeless. Crop-production is far below pre-
- war levels. Raging inflation drains away the
pitiful earnings of those workers fortunate
enough to find jobs.
tens,of millions. The diseases that follow in
~ the wake of “var are spreading beyond control.
Throughout the colonial lands a famine such
as the world has never before experienced
threatens to decimate the majorlhy of the hu-
main race. ;
‘This is the “freedom from want” promised
by the capitalist rulers who plunged mankind
~ into the Becond World War for the sake of
. pprofits, plunder, colonies and spheres of in-
- fluence,

The pleture of the promhed democracy that
would emerge from the Becond World War is
. nmot any better.

- Throughout Hurope reactionary dictator-
ships exercise a brutal police rule over the
masses, Anglo-Ameérican imperialism main-
fains huge standing armies. Bayonets “Made
In America” bolster up decayed monarchies.
Machine-guns fired at the command of British
and American generals answer the attempts
of the European peoples to end the hated rule

jnto their present misery.
In the colonies the Anglo-American imper-
Jalists have waged all-out war to keep in op-
pression the teemfng millions who seek inde-
- pendence, In Java, Indo-China, India, the
Arab world and China, all the promises of
Anglo-American imperialism about freedom
have gone up in the smoke of bombs and ar-
tillery fire.,
In the United States itsel democracy did
: not come to the Negro people and other minor-
' ity groups. They were not even granted the

tices Committee. The foulest type of reaction
has been encouraged and bolstered. In Con-
gress the Southern Bourbons have scored vie-
tory after victory., The Ku Klux Klan has
again raised its hooded head.
“Freedom From Fear”
What happened to the promise to bring
Zreedom from fear? A few months after V<E
day American imperialism ushered in the age
of atomic energy. They did it by utterly de-
stroying two great cities, snuffing out in a
few short seconds the lives of hundreds upon
hundreds of thousands of civilians. Since that
time the military clique have worked in sec-
ret to develop the atomic bomb to thousands
. of times the colossally destructive force dem-
onstrated at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The
manyfacture of these bombs proceeds at fev-
erish pace.
Instead of enduring peace, the capitalist

ises made by the capitalist rulers to gain sup- -

In the United States the promise to stabi-

. specter of mass unemployment and hunger.

Famine now threatens

~ of the decrepit regimes which plunged them

sop of a permanent Falr Employment Prac-

rulers of the world have no perspective but
preparation for the Third World War. - They
themselves assure the public that in the first
- few minutes of this approaching war forty to

fifty ‘million inhabitants of the United States
may be snuffed out and the major cities re-.

duced to smoking rubble.

In preparation for this war of continents,

Wall Street is establishing a perimeter of per-
manent military bases that embraces both the
Atlantiec and Pacific oceans. The cost of
American militarism is projected in astrono-

- mical sums, but this terrible burden on thel
Wall.

people is of small concern to Congress.
" Street wants the most colossal ‘miltary machine
in history.

This is how the capitallst rulers have car-
ried out their promise t@ bring freedom from
fear! ' :

The Only Hope :

Against this dark and bloody background,
the International Conference of the Fourth
International, held in Belgium last month,
shines llke a beacon.’

For the Fourth International was the only
organization which did not betray or desert
the workers. During the war the Fourth In-
ternational remained true to its great goal of
"soclalism. It not only survived the combined

blows of fascism, “democratic” imperialism and

the degenerate Stalinist bureaucracy, but even
grew stronger. It told the workers the truth
before the war and during the war despite all
the attempts to silénce its volce.

The Fourth International declared at the
outbreak of hostilities that the Second World

War would inevitably lead to a still worse cata-
clysm unless the anarchy of the dying capital-
ist system ig replaced by the planned order of

socialism, Everything that has happened since
V-E Day has confirmed this grave warning.
No wonder that the Manitesto of the Con-
ference of the Fourth International, printed
in last week’s Militant, is of such importance
to the working class. It points to the only
road that can save humanity from a Third
World War. It points to the only road that
can end the barbaric rule of capitalism, _
The Manifesto recognizes the formidable ob-
stacles that still lie in the way of the workers,
but it likewise recognizes the signs of a-great

revolutionary upsurge on the part of the op-

pressed throughout the world—the powerful
strike wave in the United States, the magnifi-
cent fight for freedom by the colonial peoples,
the mounting opposition in Latln America to
Wall Street’s domination and the profoundly
revolutionary sentiments of the masses in Eur-
ope, as well as the leftward shift of the petty
bourgeoisie everywhere.

The Manifesto does not close its eyes to the
surface strength of world imperialism and its
lackeys. . But it bases itself on the far greater
~wand in final analysis, invincible—strength

of the masses once their revolutionary ener-
gles are harnessed to the leadership and pro--

_gram of revolutionary socialism,

" The war broke communications among the
international revolutionary socialists but it
,did not break the political ties bmding them
‘together., Now united organizationally as well
aé politically, the striking power and effect-
iveness of the Fourth International will grow
by leaps and bounds in the period of great

class struggles that lles ahead. Workers in-

this country who want to end the anarchy of
capitalism and usher in the socialist order of
enduring peace and plenty ‘'should study the
program of the Fourth Intérnationsl. It con-
stitutes the most powerful weapon in the ar-
senal of the working class.

 Wages 'And Prices

American workers are faced with a grave
problem—how to keep up the family income
in the face of continuously mounting prices
The solution to this problem at first sight seems
very difficult.

Price “controls” as operated by the employer-
dominated government have proved complete-
ly ineffective. During the war, capitalists got
around these regulations by diverting goods to

the black market and by other devices. And -

now nearly all these official price-tixing meas-
ures, extremely lax at best, are being tossed
~into the ash can.

Agaln and again the workers have gone out
on the picket line to fight for wage increases
that would enable them to meet the price hikes

" and thus maintain their standard of living.

But even the most encouraging victories in the
strike struggle have:proved short-lived. The
reasons are not difficult to determine.

Bach wage increase has meant a cut in prof-
its for the capitalists. But the capitalists al-

ways and everywhere fight tooth and nail o .

keep up their rate of profit and increase it
no matter what the cost in terms of human
suffering.

Consequently the employers clamp a vise on
the workers. They supplement the assault on

. wage standards with continuous efforts to

boost prices. With fresh price increases the
capitalists succeed in wiping out the wage
. gains. In this economic struggle conducted by
the capitalists against the workers, the stand-
ard of living of the working class is steadily
depressed.

But the workers can escape from the jaws
of this vise. The'solution is to include in their
union contracts a rising scgle-of wages. Such
a provision would operate as follows: Wages
are pegged to the cost of living as determined
by responsible and reliable statistical agen-
cies such as those ‘ma!ntalned by the AFL and
the OIO. When the- cost of living goes up,
then in accordance with the provisions ef the

union contract, the employers would be com-
pelled automaticauy to raise wages In direct

proportion to the rise in living costs.

It is 1mportant to note that the rising scale
of wages is not pegg'ed to the profits of the
bosses, to sales, or to production. - Wages are

_ pegged_to the real cost of living.

This effective solution to the problem of
skyrocketing prices is simplicity itself. But it
can be won, like any other reasonable demand
ot the working ¢lass, only through militant
aetion. ‘'The first step is for the workers to
understand 48 necessity and teasibm!c'

'

. “Why Yvette — how can you DREAM of askmg for a day off with
the nation facing this dreadful coal cnsuz 2"

TERROR IN TENNESSEE, pub-
‘lished by the National Associa.
tion for the Advancement of
Colored People, 1946, 10 pp.
This pamphlet establishes the

‘authentic facts in the Columbia,
Tennessee Jim-Crow - outrage,
when on February 25, the white
ruling cless unleashed savage
armed . warfare and wholesale
atrocities against the defenseless,
segregated Negro community of
this town.

. 'The facts are based upon the

findings of Maurice Weaver, a

white Chattanooga attorney, Z.

Alexander Looby, Nashville

Tennessee member of the Na-

tional Lega. Committee of the

NAACP, and Walter White, Sec-

. retary of the-Association, as well

as other reliable NAACP inves-

tigators who were rushed into the
community immediately follow-.
ing the events. -

ORGY OF TERROR .

The orgy of Jim-Crow  terror:
and devastation, the pamphlet
begins, arose out of an alterca-

‘tion between Gladys Stephenson,

a Negro woman and William

“Fleming, a white radio repair-

man, Mrs. Stephenson told

Fleming that the faulty repair

" job “was certainly not worth the

money she was being- charged.”
When Fleming physically as-

saulted her, Mrs. Stephenson’s
19-year-old son, just returned
from three years’ service in the

Navy, rushed to her defense.

A police officer rushed into
the hostile crowd which was
milling around and punching the
mother and son, and immediate-
1y clubbed the boy. Then “moth-
“er and son were hustled off to

" the jail”

What followed, the pamphlet
states, “is as shocking a tale of
mass terrorism, unbridled van-
dalism and murder as America
has known. since the hooded
Klan first robbed, mutilated and
burned defenseless Negro -citi-
zens.”

Immediately after the distur-

‘the town,

bance, the Negro population of

“Dixie-wise” through
years of experience with white
mob violence and lynchings,
“quietly left other sections of
the town and retired  to the
doubtful security of their. own
segregated ccrimunity.”

By 7 o’clock the white gang-
sters, intoxicated with race hate
and aleohol, descended upon the
jail and  dinamited the
mother and son. However,
through the energetic action of
Negro citizens, they had been
taken to safety out of town. Bub
this was the signal to the Negro
people ‘‘that the mob was hell-
bent on another lynch spree.”

Quickly and quietly, within the
Negro community, “doors were
locked and window - shades
drawn. The childfen were swift-
ly herded into the back rooms or
in the attics. There were no
lights. The area huddled silent
and ‘blacked out except for one

feeble atreet lamp. The families
‘+huddled together -in their tiny

houses and waited.”

But the savage, terror was not
halted by this retirement. “Shots
were fired into the Negro com-
munity by members of the mor.
Bands of white men, fully armed,
roamed the adjoining streets.
Several cars tore through the
darkened area pumping shots
into the houses . . .”

‘At dawn on Tuesday morning
“Zero hour” brought officlal rex
inforcements who backed up the
white gangsters in the name of
the LAW. “State patrolmen and
guardsmen in full battle dress,
armed with tommy-guns, auto-
matic rifles and machine guns,

lay down a barrage, battle fash-|, .

ion ... Volley after volley crash-
ed into the pitiful wooden walls
of the beleaguered houses . .

machine gun bullets whipped
into the windows and doors of
the silent buildings, Walls disin-
tegrated in the face of the hot
machine-gun blasts, Inside their
homes, Negro citizens, men, wo-

"trooper platoons,

men and children, lay flattened
against their quivering floors.”

Then the American - storm
troopers
“The frightened people were
clubbed and jabbed. Screaming
children running wildly for their
mothers were sent sprawling.
The people, stunned and covered
with blood, were pushed and
thrown into the streets. Hot ~uns
were jabbed into thelr stom-
achs ...

Meanwhile, working in storm-
otheer guar-
dians of the LAW smashed
through the éntire business dis-
trict of the Negro people leaving
a shambles of destruction behind
them, looting, burning and rob-
bing the cash registers.

Throughout the country the
venal capitalist “press and radio
erupted: RIOTING NEGROES
UNDER CONTROL!"
NATIONWIDE PROTEST

Over 100 Negro citizens were
rushed to the jail and!held in-
communicado. Only the nation-
wide protest raised by labor and
progressive groups plus the
immediate intercession of the
NAACP and its ‘legal counsel,
halted a mass Jim-Crow frame-
up of imprisonments and death
sentences against/the Negro pop-
ulation.

But the war of the capitalist«
inspired scum against the Negro
citizens is not yet over. A grand
jury is still to be called to try
28 Negroes, 18 of whom are un-
der bond and 12 of whom were
not named, with “attempted
murder in the first degree.”

The pamphlet concludes: “To-
day the Klan rides again, but
.. today it rides in armored
cars. It wears cap and visor and
shining badge. It spews forth
death from machine-gun and
tommy-gun., Its face wears the
expression of the Nazi storm
trooper, terror of helpless Jews,
It is the LAW.,”

Reviewed by

Luﬂssa Reed

(0ngressmen At Work

Many of the men now in the
Senate and House of Represen-
tatives drifted into their present
way of life only atter desperate
attempts to succeed in other and
more honorable occupations.
From time to time the better
nature of these servants of the

they nostalgically recall the days
when they earned ah honest liv-
ing.

fSenator Glen Taylor of Idaho,
for instance, remembers when he
was on the vaudeville circuit: “I
was merely & poor ham actor
. « » I never saw Broadway .. .
We had to go into the small
communities, to cross-road halls
,.and  schoolhouses Wwhich the
talkies had not reached. Many
times we have taken farm prod-
uece, chickens = simetimes live
chickens—and vegetables, in ex-
change for tickets to our show.”

Finally Taylor wetit out of the
show business “because there was
no longer any place to put on
shows. I organized & cowboy
band. 80 I took the cowboy band
and campaigned with them. I
-was fourth in & field of nine in
"the primaries in that race for
Congress. In encouraged me.”

once engaged in & more honest
occupation, but one closely allied
to his present profession, is Rep-
resentative Lanham of Texas. “As

gentlemen of the House know,”

capitalist class asserts itself and|.

Another Congressman = who

Mundt - of

said Representative
South Dakots, lauding Lanham’s
remarkable talents, “the gentle-
man from Texas before entering

Congress was sofhething of a
magician, It may be that after he
retires from Congress he will go
back to the practice of that elusive
art. The speaker rnow addressitig
you was at one time something
of an amateur magician himself,
50 he knows something about the
many ramificationg of the hid-
den art.”

Whether the Honorable Jennings
Randolph of West Virginia ever
practised as & poet is mot cer-

tain; but he delights in filling
the OCongressional Record with
the poetry of others and some-
times he gives indications or per-
sonal urges that do not seem in

striot consonance with the heutal

- | Btreet.
stance, without any warning at

task of legislating for Wall
On March 21, for in-

all to his fellow politicians, Ran-
dolph suddenly gave way to the
thought' of spring:

“It is warming to watch the
mantle of green which nature
covers over every blossoming
tree. The trembling soil is paint-
ed when March and April unlock
the flowers. The fragrant air
seems to hold & new strength
which is stimulating to tired
hearts, frayed minds and taut
herves.,

“Mr. Speaker and my col-
leagues, allow me te turn your
thoughts, ‘for & brief moment,

from the rather brittle legisla-
tive tasks to which we are chain-
ed. Let us realize that:
“ ‘Onee more the Heavenly Power
Makes all things new,
And domes the red-plough’d
hills

With loving blue; -~
The blackbirds have their wills,
And throstles too.’

“Soon we shall have again the
spring raf

It is gifts such as these—learn-

ed before they degenerated into

capitalist politicians — that en-
able the Congressmen to endure
yvear after year the weary labor

of carrying on their legislative.

tasks for Well Sireet.

“rushed” the houses.

et c—: oriims-~

PROBLEMS FACING
WAR VETERANS

By CHARLES CARST EN ——
The Buffalo CIO Program For Vets

Continuing to lead the way in the trade union
organization of ex-gervicemen, the Buftalo CIO
Council Veterans Committee, compo e of repre-
sentatives from veterans commitises in 15 CIO lo-
cals in the area, has adopted a brotu program and
begun a vigorous campaign to meke it a rsality.

On April 28 the Commitiee held a rally calling
for action to end the housing crisis and to improve
other conditions for all veterans, The Committee's
program was presented to the CIO and unnmployed
veterans attending the meeting.

One of the speakers, Hugh Thompson, CIO re~
glonal directoy and president of the Greater Buffald
Industrial Council, expressed and denounced the
Big Business lobbies that are blocking housing lege
islation and declared: “The CIO recognizes that
the problem of veteran housing .. . is the problem
of organized labor. :

“The veterans’ housing problem,” he continued,
“has become the spearhead of the fight for decent
low-cost housing for the whole American people.”

Alexander Hall, vice president of Local 5868 UAW«
CIO, pointed out the significant gains made by the
15 committees now in existence in the CIO locals,
These included, he sald, settlement of numerous
grievances and the creation of greater confidence
by the veterans in their union.

Calling attention to widespread unemploymenit
among veterans, Leon Rothman, executive board
member of the CIO Council’s Veteran Committes,
said 14,000 veterans were unemployed in the area,
Since many of the employed veterans have lower
geniority than most of the workers in their plants,
he predicted veterans would be the first to lose their
jobs when lay-offs came. This means, he declared,
that the time to start organizing the unemployed
veterans within the union movement is now.

. The program of the Buffalo CIO Council Veterans
Committee follows.

CIO0O VETERANS’ PROGRAM‘

Adequate, low-cost, low-rental housing for a}, with
priorities for veterans.

Immediate use of all available building materials
and vacant buildings to meet emergency housing
requirements for vets.

Open up the junked war plants (Curtiss, Kenmore
and Bell, Elmwood), to manufacture housing for
long range requirements and at the same time cree
ate jobs for veterans at trade union wages.

Immediate passage of the Veterans Emergency

_Housing by Congress without any crippling amende

ments which aid building and real estate interests.

Full support ‘to all progressive veteran legislation,

Amend the “GI Bill of Rights” to provide largep
allotments for education and easier terms for loans.

An end to all employer chiseling on wages and
working conditions of vets who return to their jobs,

Equality of all veterans regardless of race, color
or religion.

A minimum of $25 per week to ail unemployed
vets until employment is securéd. Depéendency ale
lotments to be continued as the unemployed veét's
family needs are as great as they were when he was
in uniform and since he is out of work through ne
fault of his own.

On-the-job training at union wages for all vets
who want to learn trades so a,s to muke a better

< Hving.
Liberal state and -national bonus NOW when ¢ -

is needed most.

A Veterans Committee in every local union, and
every unemployed vet a member of the CIO Vets
unemployed Ssection.

How GM Made Profits
Despite 113-Day Strike

Gieneral Motors Corporation profits in 1945, whei

it kept 1ts plants idle for months rather than yleld

a desperately needed wage increase to the auto
workers, soared millions of dollars above 1844 profits,
This was revealed recently in GM’s annual report
to its stockholders.

GM sales dropped by over a billion dollars between
1944 and 1945. Yet the corporation raked in more
profits while producing and selling less in 1945, than
it had in the full-production wartime year of 1944!
How? The difference in profits was a gift from the
United States Treasury.

Under the carry-back provisons of the excess
profits law, tax-rebates of $34,000,000 were handed
over to GM. In addition, GM made a neat deal on

the war plants built by the government at a eost-

of $85,000,000 but owned by the corporation. GM
cuts its income taxes by $17,664,600 as “compensae
tion” for the plants it had received free—and then
took its annual .20 per cent amortization on these
same plants!

By these raids on the treasury, GM not only
financed its drive against the auto workers but made
extra profits to boot. While the average weekly
wage of the GM workers dropped from $56.70 in
1944 to $55.90 in 1945, and the workers fought on
the picket lines for wage increases to compensate
for still further cuts in take-home pay, the corporas
tion held out, secure in the knowledge that its profe

. 1ts would roll in regardless of production.

The use of tax-rebates as a strikebreaking and
union-busting weapon was recognized and condemned
by Philip Murray, President of the CIO and the
United Steelworkers, during the steel strike. Murw
ray then demanded repeal of the tax-steal .laws by

which the government finances the anti-labor drive

of Big Business. But since the settlement of the
steel strike, Murray and his associates have dropped
this vital question.

In the coming months as living costs continue -
to soar, thousands upon thousands more workers

will be forced to strike for wage increases. 'The taxe
rebates system which filled GM’s coffers during the
auto strike, are still in effect. 'They threaten every
unfomr with the prospect of a struggle made income
parably longer and more difficult than it might
otherwise be.

-GM'’s report to its stockholders should be sn obe
ject lesson to workers everywhere, spurring them to

& renewed fight against these anti-labor provisions
of the government tax laws. Only a united, consist
ent drive by all of labor can force the repeal e

amendment of the laws which today finance unione

buatmg wlth gOVernment funds

NEWARK
Gala Open House

SATURDAY NITE, MAY 25
FOOD DANCING REFRESHMENTS
423 Springfield 8 p.m. Admission Free
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'."he Workers Forum columns are open to the opinions of the readers of “The Milttant" Letters
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers. Keep them short and include your name and
address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed.

Chicago Reader
Urges Aid To
European Workers
Editor:

¥ & my understandmg that
eommon everyday articles of
living are needed by the impov-

. erished people of Europe almost

a8 much as food.

I think it would bef a good
plan for you to publicize the
peeds of the peoples of Europe
through the pages of The Mili-
fant. ¥ a majority of the fami-
Hes in America would econtri-
bute whatever they can spare to
those in war-stricken areas, it
would tide them over until they
can again produce their own
needs.

F. L.
Chicago, 1.
. (Editor’s Note The Militant
urges its readers and friends to
contribute food, clothing, and
funds to the American Commit-
tee for European Workers’ Re-
lief: see article on Page 7.)

Veterans Express
Suppeort of Los Angeles

Transport Smkers
Editor:

Illustratxvez of the close soli-
darity between veterans and
strikers is an incident I noted
while riding on a Pacific Elec-
tric Railway car during the

strike of the “Yellow Car Sys- |

tem.”

It might have been expected
that the -difficulties attendant
upon a transportation tie-up
would provoke some irritation
towards the strikers, especially
with the entire capitalist press
harping away on this theme.

Not so with the many veterans
crowded with the others Into the
street car. All expressed support
of the strikers. One of them told
about his ex-service buddy who
is active in the strike and who
said that they were *“going to
stay out” until they “got their
demand.”

These veterans also expressed
their support to the' conductor
when he sald that the P. E.
workers were expecting to go out
in another week, and thus tie up
the whole city -
system.

“If we have to, we’ll all stay
home and take a rest,” stated

‘one veteran.

A L. -
Los Angeles

tmnsportation :

| How One Family Suffers In

St. Paul's Hoasmy Crisis

Editor:

The story of a 36-year-old
mother of nine children, who
pleaded with the ecity building
inspection departient to halt
eviction proceedings, was reveal-
ed recently by the St. Paul Daily
Press. The mother, Mrs. Dorothy
Kane, sole support of her fam-
ily, phoned the city department
from her sickbed to stay wreck-
ing procedure on their home.

As long ago a5 last January,
building inspectors declared
this house “one -of the most ap-
palling and unfit habitations in
8t. Paul.”
Riesch, chief clerk of the divi-
sion, under heat to do something
about this deplorable housing,
stated:

“Byicting that family would
certainly work an undue hard-
ship on thém .., We're going
to make anhother survey of the
property with a view to recom-
mending some changes which
would make the property habit-
able.”

OFFICIALS ONLY SIGH

Any changes that a profit-
hungry landlord might be will-
ing to make to improve this “ap-
palling and unfit” dwelling would
scarcely make the = property
“habitable.” According to Mrs.
Kane, the landlord has spent
only ‘$2 on the house sirice she
moved in some time ago. That
the city council knows this is
apparent, s&ince it condemned
the place last March. Now, fac-
ing a housing shortage of no mi-
nor importance and having no
solution to the problem, city of-
ficials sigh and “make another
survey,”

Mrs. Kane and her two oldest
sons have promised to find some
way to make necessary repairs
if they are allowed to remain,
But there is little chance for a -
working mother of nine children |
to find either the money ¢r time
for this, especially when the
“home” to be repaired is a di-
lapidated fire hazard.

For warmth, the house has
only a circulating heater which
leaks coal gas so that an obnox-
fous odor fills the rooms. Red-
hot coals constantly fall from
the stove, ighiting the floor -

"'the point of being practically

nonh - existent, Windows,K are
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403 Indiana; 3619 Summit.

Hirseh Newsstand, 319 St., Clair,

Main Drug Store, Michigan St, and

Madison Ave. ]
YOUNGSTOWN

Tetrace Oonfectionery,

1947 Jaecobs Road

But in April Louls |

boarded up or stutfed with rogs
and cardboard to keep out the
cold.

In the five small rooms, the
plaster, showing through tat-
tered pieces of wallpaper, has
become a mouldy-green mass
which crumbles onto the floor—
the result of rain leaking through
the roof, And for this broken-
down shack Mrs, Kane pays $26
& month rent; not daring to
complain to her landlord for fear

| of eviction.

MOTHER HARRASSED

To the St. Paul Dispatch re-
porter who inteérviewed her in
January, this harrassed mother
said: “If only those ‘big shots’
up in the Capitol could ¢ome
down here and see what we have
to put up with, I'll' bet they'd
vote for that housing bill. Maybe
you, Mr. Reporter, can persuade
them in your newspaper to come
down and see how we, and a lot
of other people, live here in &t.
Paul.”

That was three months ago:
Minnesota still has no adequate
housing legislation.

The St Paul YWCA has sub-
stantiated Mrs. Kane'’s story in
reports of conditions in this area
of 8t, Paul. It recounts that the
children lving here don’t even
have a chance to keep eclean,
coming from homes where 10
to 12 families must share one
bathroom. . The YWCA’s solu-
tion? A “youth project centey
where ieen-agers could pursue
hobbies, meet the-right sort of
people, and learn a worthwhile
trade,”

To the mothers who must
raise families in broken-down
“homes” with inadequate heat-
ing and cooking and sanitary
facilities, a housing program to
provide the elements of decent
living is a far greater need,

Winifred Nelson
St. Paul, Minn.

Crippled Vets Find

"Nothing To Live For'
Editor:

The same day that I read the
article in The Militant dealing
with the plight of two veterans
who from “Heroes of 1945,” had

already become “Bums of 1946,”
I had oceasion to ride in a street
car with two crippled veterans
and saw exactly what was meant.

One of them (one leg missing,
the other in bad shape) spoke
to me, explaining that the reason
that they were drunk was be-
cause there was nothing left to
live for and that he and his
friend (one leg and one hand
missing) hated to stay at a pris-
on like the veterans’ hospital.
~He was bitter over, the fact
that during the war everyone
had gloritied them as heroes and
now they are just another cou-
ple of drunks blocking traffic,

This eapitalist system has no
trouble at all in creating mil-
Hong of such broken lives, but
is unable in the slightest de-
gree to find them a place in
society.

A L.
‘Los Angeles

TOLEDO
Turkey Dinner
and Social
SAT., MAY 25
Dinner at 6:30

(for reservations call
AD 2304)

Social at 8:30
213 Mlchugon St.

NEW YORK

CENTRAL BRANCH
"Militant" Fund
Social
Saturday, May 18
Special Entertainment!
A Gala Welcome to
Out-of-Town Visitors!
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UNEMPLOYED
NWORKERS
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Editor:

Acknowledged in the press this
week were more than one hun-
dred courts-martial sentences of
death passed down by the Brass
Hats upon GIs during the war for
questionable infractions of rules.
The tale of such injustice as is
now admitted by the army, hés to
be multiplied by thousands to
undetrstand how the military
“Boss Courts” functioned.

The following is an example
of how -freely the Brass passed
out ‘justice’:

An enlisted man whom I had
befriended in the Navy overseas
was accused by his officer of
stealing his personal property—
without the least verification of
who stole the object. Enraged,
the enlisted man defended him-
self by word, and then told the
officer that if he were any sort
of a man he would take his uni-
form off and thrash out the per-
sonal friction through fisticuffs.

The officer, with his dignity
as a ‘gentleman’ offended, placed
the enlisted man on report un-
der the following charges:

1. Ihsubordination and disobe-
dience to orders.

2, Offending an officer through
the use of vile language.

3. Striking an officer.

4. Stealing government prop-
erty.

Taken through the “proper”
court channels,:the enlisted man
was ‘found QUILTY 'of ‘charges
one and two, hot guilty of charges
three and four.

‘The punishment for defending

himself was two years at hard
labor and a dlshoﬁorable dis-
charge.

The officer who provoked the

‘challenge walks seot free, eon-

fident that he has brought an
arrogant enlisted man to “jus-
tice”!

The enlisted man will forever
face the task of explaining the
dishonorable discharge to those
‘employment offices’ he nrust go
to for a job, and e will be forced
to sell his labor on the market
cheaper.

Dishonoreble discharges in this
last war were passed out very
freely and it i8 no coéincidence
that those men with such dis<
charges are confronted with
greater obstacles in obtaining
employment. Many are s0 re«
lieved to get a job &t last, that
they find themselves under-sell-
ing the value of their own labor
power. The bosses seeking cheap
labor can thus often find it in
men with dishonorable dis-
charges.

Investigations by Brass Hats
and
the courts-martial verdicts and
the Lichfield atrocities are a
sham; a means of “covering up”
so that the people will know only
a small part of what has taken
place, and at the same time
those Brass Hats who are re-
sponsible and the system of which
they are a part, will be pro-
tected. g
C. BLAKE

Editor :

A few members of the Com-
munist (Stalinist) Party, incited
by their local leaders, attempted
to prevent a distribution of the
May Day issue of The Militant
here in Lackawanna last night.
When members of the Socialist
Workers Party appeared with
‘the paper outside of Croatian
Hall where a CP May Day meet-
ing was about to begin, three or
four CP-ers came out of the hall
and engaged in name-calling.
When this failed to intimidate
the SWP distributors, who up-
held’ their democratic right to
hand out The Militant, an at-
tempt was made to rip the pa-
pers from the hands of the girls
carrying them.

In the scuffle that followed a

few Militants were torn and one
girl distributor received & glanc-
ing blow on the mouth. A large
crowd collected as the SWP
members fought back successful-
ly and loudly denounced the
hooligan and anti-working class
methods used by the Stalinist
leadership against political op-
ponents.
The attitude of most of the
CP members and sympathizers
attending the meeting was clear-
Iy one of embarrassment and
disapproval of the fascist-like
tactics. Efforts to involve them
in the attack upon the Trotsky-
ists were unsuccessful. Most of
them took The Militant and hur-
ried into the hall without say-
ing a word.

The length to which the Stal-

StalinistLeaders Inclte Ranks
To Assault On Trotskyists

inist leaders will go to prevent
the rank and file from reading

The Militant and making up'

their own minds about the real
nhature of Trotskyism was dem-
onstrated when everybody enter-
ing the hall with a paper in hand
had it snatched away by a crew
at the door. Two persons who
entered were suspected of being

Trotskyists and were promptly

ejected.

There can be only one mean-
ing to the appearance at this
time, in the Bufialo area, of
these efforts by the Stalinist
leadership to incite a campaign
of physical violence against the
Trotskyists. It means that here,

‘85 everywhere else, the Stalin- |
|ist rank and file is filled with ||

doubts and- dissatisfaction with
the party line.
anti-Trotskyist hysteria in the
CP, the leadership hopes to avoid
discussion of these dissatisfac-
tions. It will try to pin the label
of “Trotskyist disrupter” upon
anyone who has the courage to
voice his disagreements;
he would be prevented from get-
ting a hearing inside the party.
Such methods can only.aid our
class enemy, American imper-
ialism.

We urge all sérious CP mem-
bers to condemn the anti-work-
ing c¢lass methods of the Stalin-
ist leadership both inside their
own party and toward revolu-
tionary political opponents.

B

Lackawanna, N Y.

115 University Pl. 8 p.m.

BOSTON
European Workers’ Relief Party
Your Enjoyable Evening Will Aid Labor's

Fighters Against Reaction.
SATURDAY EVENING, MAY 25

A Proceeds to:
Amerlcan Com. For European Workers’ Rolicf
' Sponsored by:

Socialist Workers Party -

Workers Educational Center

BO;Stuart St.

“liberal” " Congressmen oh |

Clwlmn Unemployment Hounds
GIs Persecuted By Brass Hats

Pioneer
Notes

The Philadelphia branch of the
Socialist Workers Party con-
tinues to hot' only maintain but
to increase its high record of lit-
erature sales. Alma Seton, 8
most enterprising young litera-
ture agent, sent us‘a compre-
hensive report on literature sales
for the month of March. She
summarizes the accomplishments
of the.branch thus:

“T thought you might be inter-
estad in how Philadelphia is do-
ing in the way of literature sales,
so I have enclosed & duplicate
of my March report. It beats
February by close to $11.00. In
tact, monthly literature receipts
have been steadily inereasing
over the paat six months, but this
month interésts me especially
because of its ‘all over’ growth.

“Sometimes the increase is all
in onie department, such as some
new Pioneer book, or.an extra
large mobllization at which we
sold litérature. The figures for
March, however, show that the
increase is spread over all de-
partments.

“When you look over the re-
port, you will find that the num-
ber of pamphlets sold and the
money received do not .always
agree, This is because the com-
rades took some things on gredit
or part credit.

“I'd be interested to know how
Philadelphia literature  sales
compare with those of other
branches of the same size.”

Of the more recent Pioneer

Pamphlets, the Philadelphia re-

port for March shows the sale of
32 copies of Socialismm on Trial,
57 copies of American Workers
Need a Labor Labor, 208 copies
of A Practical Program to Kill
Jim Crow, 10 copies of The

‘Straggle for Negro Equality, and |

12 copies Negroes in the Post-
War World. Almost every other
item in the Pioneer catalog was
sold in smaller numbers. The
grand total of all literature sold

‘was $68.59.

Order any of the above men-
tioned pamphlets from Pioneer
Publishers, 116 University Place,
New York 8, N. Y,

By whipping up.

. % ”

- Youth Group
Activities

NEW YORK--PFor information
on thie Trotakyist Youth CGroup
send name and address to 116

' University Place, N. Y. §, N. Y,
Thus |

Otienn Forum: Every Friday, 8

b, at 116 University Place,

Dansing and refreshments fol-
low.

Harlem: Weekly discussions on
curreiit problems every PFriday,
8 p.m., at 103 West 110 8t. (Len-
ox Ave.) Room 28. Dancing, re-
freshments. -

Brooklyn: Class on “Struggle
for Negro Equality.” Instructor:
Harry Robinson. Bvery Tuesday
at 7:30 p.m. at Brooklyn. head-
quarters. SWP, 635 Fulton Street.
Dancing, refreshments.

PHILADELPHIA-Youth Mor-
ums held every Saturday, 8 p.m.
1303-05 W. Girard, 2nd floor.

LOS ANGELES — Write to
SWP headquarters, 316% W.
Pico Blvd. For information on
Youth Group activities.

The vigorous struggle The Mil-

itant has carried on in fighting
diserimination and segregation
of minorities is well known to all
our readers.

| 'The exposures made by The|
Militant in. the Fontana. arson-

outrage in California, the Fer-
guson slayings in New York, and
the official atrocities in Colum-
bia, Tennessee aré a few of the
more recent examples.

The reprinting of - Charles
Jackson’s column, “The Negro
Strugegle” by a growing number

of Negro newspapers is another

indication of the effectiveness
and fmportance of our work.
How even the most casual
reader of The Militant notices
the forthright struggle carried
on in our columns is illustrated

by the following instance.
% * * *

From Philadelphia: “Camp-
bell’s Company in New Jersey
hires imported Jamaica work-
ers. One of these wotrkers hap-
vened to pick up a discarded
copy of The Militant. The work-
er read through the paper and
carme across a Militant article
explaining how $he imported
workers are exploited and the
wretched condi’ions under which
they are living. )

“He explained with astonish-
ment to our comrade: ‘We didn’t
know that there are any people
interested in the conditions and
plight of Jamaican workers.’ "

* *' &

San Pedro writes: ‘““The enclos-
ed subscriptions dare the first re-
sults of our callback work. We
met with warm response and
good results. We obtained in a
shgx:? time 5 renewals and 1 new
sub.

L I T §
~Paul Jensen of New York sent
the following note: “While

spending a social evening with
8 number of work?:rs, the con-
versation drifted around to poli-
ties. This afforded me an ex-
cellent opportunity to discuss
The Militant, and before the eve-
ning was over, I had sold sub-
scriptions to everyone there —
8ix in all. Five of the workers
present were members of CIO
Wholesale and Warehouse Work.
ers, Local 65, and of these four
were war veterans..

“When next I saw them at the
Ferguson - Protest Meeting held
by the Brooklyn Eranch of the
Socialist Workers Party, one of

Jdistribution - point

the workers remarked to me:

‘The Militant is just what I have .

been looking -for—it sure is the
real McCoy!”’
* *

“Ann Morga,n of Minneapolis
writes: “From.letters to the of
‘fice, and stories appearing in The.
Militant you know that recently
during three consecutive weeks,
our comrades were attacked by
Stalinists. One comrade was
badly beaten while we were dise
tributing at the CIO hall here,

“Since then, the Stalinists,
frustrated in their attempts to
provoke a serious situation for
us here, have gone all out slane
derins the Trotskyists in Minnee
sota Labor, the state CIO weeks
ly, controlled by the Stalinists,,
via letters to the REditor, and
with the aid of onme particular
columnist,.

“However, with all their ate
tempts at slander and terrorism,
they have NOT stopped us from
dlstgibutmg The Militant to the.
CIO workers, We reach them at
the plant gates now, instead of
the union hall. This' change in

worked to our advantage as The
Militant gets ‘into the hands of
the CIO worker who doesn’t ae- -
tend union meetings.

“In addition to the CIO unions,
we are also concentrating on the
AFL unions. Our Militant dige

| tributions are going very. well.

The CIO workers at the plants
and the AFL union members are

most friendly and responsive.”

« A L

Statistics for April reveal that

The Militant was introduced to .

approximately 300 new readers.
In addition many new and ree
newal combination subscriptions
were obtained. The combination
offer includes The Militant and
Fourth International, theoreti-
cal organ of the American Trote
skyists. The breakdown of the
month’s results is as follows.

281 six-month and 67 one-yeap
new subscriptions

. 136 six-month and 103 ones
year renewal subscriptions.

44 new and 23 renewal ~~mbis
nations to The M#F¢~~' and .
rourth Interratlonﬂ

Subscnbe To
~ The Militant
Use Coupon On Page 2
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workers and veterans!

the increased cost

ment!

government!

trade unions!

norities!
Down with Jim.Crow!

tarism!

forces!

peoples!

ovn anmA M:
. Full employment and job securlty tor ¢

A sliding scale of hours!
work with no reduction

A rising scale of wages! Increase wages to mer:

- Government operation of all idle and government-
built plants under workers' control!

Unemployment: insurance equal to trade union
wages durnng the entire penod of unemploy-

2. Independence of the trade unions from the

No restriction.on the rlght to strike!
3. Organization of the war veterans by the

4. Full equality for Negroes and nahonal mi.

5. Build an independent Iabor puﬂy!

6. Tax the rich, not the poor!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

1. A working class answer to capitalist mili-

Muhtory training of workers, ﬁnanced
ernment, but under control of the trade unions!
Trade union wages for all workers in tha urmed

8. Solidamy wn'h the revolutionary stru Ie:
of the workers in all lands! v “

For the complete mdependence of the colonial

Withdraw all American troops from foreign soi!
9. For a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government!

Reduée the hours c
in pay!

of living!

by ihooov?

San Francisco
Sunday Forum
May 26, 8 p.m.
“One Big Union
And the Coming

Waterfront Strike”
Speaker: R, CHESTER

305 Grant Ave. 4th floor.

Place
ew York

116 Universit
New York 3,

I would like:

ganization.
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{J To attend meetmgs and forums of the Socialist
Wcrkers Party in my city.
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$10,006 REA

AS CAMPAIG

By Justine Lang

‘Campaign Director
With our eye on the goal-post marked “$15,000 by June |
i5,” we now record that at the end of the eighth week
of The Militant Sustaining Fund Drive, the total stands

at - $10,006.13.

Since the opening of the drlve,
comrades of the Socialist Work-
ers Party together with friends
and readers of the paper have
solidly supported The Militant
Fund Drive, and enabled us to
reach two-thirds of our quota
in advance of schedule. ‘

Our weekly goal of $1,000 was
again surpassed. At the present
pace with six more weeks to go,
we'll undoubtedly oversubscribe
our original quota of $15,000.

The Connecticut State Branch
of the Socialist Workers Party
is now added to the list of “100
per centers.” This category in-
eludes those branches who have
met or surpassed their quotas,
and deserve special commenda-
#ion for achieving their goal
early in our drive.

. Connecticut was in eleventh
place last week, but has now

" elimbed to eighth, by comple-
Hon of is quota. In addition;
Connecticut is especially to be
eommended for its fine work in
wutilizing the M‘ildta,nt Coilection
Lists.

FROM MAILBAG

Our mailbag this week con-
#ains some fine reports from
warious localities which we pass
on to our readers.

Ellen Wheeler: of the Chelsea
Branch, New York reports se-
veral ways whigeh comrades have

~ found to help build the Militant
Bustaining Fund Drive: “Two
comrades gave small housepar-
ties in their homes recently and
raised a nice sum.

“In addition, two other com-
rades had friends from out-of-
town: visiting them for the week-
end, who wanted to give them
something for their hospitality.
Naturally, the comrades told
them about the Militant Fund
Drive, and they contributed
$10'n

Duncan Conway, New York
Fund Director, reports: “Tickets
are also being sold now for the
First Anhual Militant Ball, the
entire proceeds of which will go
to our joint Militant and City
Expansion Fund. This affair,
which will offer outstanding en-
tertainment and a first-class
band, will be held at. the Hotel

Collection Lists
Aid Fund Drive
Of “Militant”

One of the best measures
of The Militant’s popularity
with the workers is the suc-
cess our comrades report on
the circulation of the Mili-
tant collection lists. One of the
most inspiring accounts of this
comes from Detroit, where $31.46
has already been obtained from

- workers in the mass production
plants.

The Connecticut branch of
the Socialist Workers Party, first
bo use the lists, has consistently
sent “in donations of workers,
now totalling $18. )

George Lengel, a steel worker
in Reading, Pa., reports that he
obtained $7.50 from fellow-work-
ers-by use of collection lists.

Milwaukee comrades have sent
in $5.45 secured in the same way,
$2-0f it obtained by.-a single
brewery worker who . circulated
the lists in his own shop. Sam
Taylor, a student at.the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, mailed.us $5
contributed- out,of the small al-
lowances of his student friends.

The Boston branch reports
that it has already c%uected $8

on these lists.

We urge our friends and read-
ers to write for Militant collec-
tion lists. Use‘ coupon below.

L]
Windsor Worker

- ‘ g . ’
Rids ‘Militant
Editor:

Please accept this dollar to
sustain The ‘Militant. I want
to see this fighting paper grow
bigger and bigger to carry its
program to the American
workers.

Auto Worker
Windsor

Diplomat on the last day of the
campaign, June 15,

“Comrade Lou Cooper, our
City Social Director, tells us he

.expects that 700 to 800 tickets

will be sold. This should make
the Militant - Ball a really big
money-raiser for the fund.
Plans are being made to visit as
many of the readers of The
Militant as possible, to sell them

tickets, and urge them to sup-

port their paper by coming to

this First Annual Militant Ball.” |

T. Drello, Buffalo-Lackawan~
na Militant ~ Fund  Director
writes: “Am enclosing another
money order ‘which brings our
total up to over $400. A number
of comrades have already paid
their pledges, with the others in
hot pursuit.

“In addition, we have collect~
ed about $16 from close friends
of the party and The Militant.

The collection lists have been |

distributed and we should be re-
ceiving Some money on them
shortly.”

WANTS IT DAILY

- Jannette XKirk of Detroit
writes: “A Mack Plant Briggs
worker, member of Local 212,
UAW, when asked if he would
contribute to The Militant Sus-
taining Fund replied: ‘For that
cause I'll give any time. e

D IN "MILITANT  FUNi
'GOES INTO EIGHTH W[[I(

®

asked the comrade with the
contribution list to see him
every week so he could contri-
bute each week in order ‘to makc
it a pretty good amount’.”

“Another worker told us this:
‘Here is $10. I'd like to give
more. It’s too bad The Militan’
isn’t a daily paper for the work:
.érs to read.’

“To date, we have obtamed‘
over $30 on the Militant collec-
tion lists. In the main this money
has come from ‘active trade un-
ionists, readers of The Militant,
who have seen our paper sup-
port their strike struggles and
know what: a ‘real fighter it is.””

From ‘Tolédo,- Charles Read- |
ing sent this ‘brief note: “En-
closed is a check to be applied
on our Militant Fund Quota.
This amount was raised by a
social.

“We are .planning another
benefit social in May, also a
rummage sale, and by these
means we hope to raise enough
money to meet our quota, and
go over it.”

Mike Bartell, Chicago orga-
nizer writes: “The comrades in
Chicago are rallying behind this
drive with real spirit. We have
more than $1,500 pledged and I
am sure we will get the addi-
tional $300 pledged for our Chi-
cago local fund drive.

“The Calumet branch is doing
a particularly fine job. The
branch was organized only a
vear ago. The large majority of
the members are new, and not-
withstanding the fact that they
have just comeé through a steel
strike they have pledged $340,
and are making a remarkable
showing.”

Comrades and friends have
remarked how much more im-
pressive the weight which our
Militant worker is striking, looks
as it nears the top of that scale.
With our combined efforts and
renewed revolutionary spirit,
let’s aim to “Ring the Bell!” as

quickly as possible.
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Inspiring May

TWIN CITIES -

HOLD MEETING

By Barabar Bruce .
(Special to The Militant)

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., May
1—“Mankind is at the brink
of a precipice 'which he must
cross if civilization as we
know it is te survive,” de-
clared Grace Carlson to a large
May Day audience in Minne-
apolis. Sponsored by the Twin
City Branches of the Socialist
Workers Party, the celebration
of the traditional working class
holiday attracted dozens of
workers, students and other
friends. Many of them heard the
ocialism for the first
time.

Pofnting out vividly the hor-
rors of atomic warfare, Comrade
Carlson depicted the bridge
across the chasm of extinction
as one of revolutionary socialist
internationalism.

GENORA DOLLINGER
SPEAKS IN TOLEDO

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
TOLEDO, O., May 1—Mem-

bers and many friends of the

Toledo Branch of the Socialist
Workers - Party assembled here
tonight to celebrate the 60th An-
niversary of May Day, the In-
ternational Holiday of the work.-
ing class. Comrade Genora Dol-
linger of Detroit was the main
speaker. Her speech was enthu-
siastically received by all those
present.

SWP In Many Cities"Re.ports |

Day Meetings

pointed out that there has been
no realization of the “Four
Freedoms” for the workers and
oppressed peoples of the world.

He then save a brief report on
the World conference of the
Fourth International declaring
its program the only hope for
the peoples of the world.

A trained chorus of. workers
sang revolutionary labor songs.
The audience, many attending
their first Trotskyist meeting,
enthusiastically contributed $2117
for the furtherance of the work
of the S.\W.P.

WORKER JOINS SWP

AT AKRON MEETING

By Patrick O’Connor
(Special to The Militant)
AKRON, O., May 1 — The
Akron branch of the Socialist
Workers Party celebrated the
60th anmniversary of May Day
tonight at a public meeting.
Mary Clark told of the origin of
the international workers holi-

day and its significance, Milton -

Qenecin spoke of the conditions
of the workers today. He called
for the formation of a Labor
Party and explained how the
workers - can defénd themselves
against inflation by demanding
a rising scale of wages to match’
any increase in the cost of living.

LARGE MEETING

IN SAN FRANCISCO
By R. Davis

(Special To The Militant)

SEATTLE HOLDS

|LIVELY MEETING

SPECIAL TO THE MFLITANT
SEATTLE, Wash., May 1 —

I

d PER
CITY . Q UOTA PAID CENT
 NEW - YORK YOUTH ............ 50 97.87 195
PORTLAND ... 25 26.00 104
ROCHESTER ...... 50 50.00 100
BALTIMORE ... . 25 25.00 100..
READING ......ceeeeee 100. 100:00 100
BOSTON ......c.ccceivuene L, 400 400.00 100
YOUTZSTOWN ...cocvveriivecrecnncens 400 401.00 100
CONMECTICUT 100 100.00 " 100
Minnreapolis sreesisesnsnnansanens asssgvsa " 500 421.00 84
San Francisco ... - 1000 805.00 80
St. Louis : 50 . 40.00 80
Newark 300 240.00 80
Milwaukee .........eee. NRRRANE . Semn 100 - 79.05 80
D 100 80.00 80 -
Buffalo-Lackawanna ................ 500 400.50 80
Cleveland 250 175.00 70
New York City 3500 240672 68
_ St. Paul . i 250 155.00 62
LOS ANEZELILS eccccceeirinninssnnercsnsaceres 2000 1205.50 60
San Diego 100 55.00 55
Detroit . vee 1250 648.46 55
Pittsburgh 100 53.75 53
Philadelphia ... ‘ 500 253.48 51
Chicago ......... Kisidvave 1500 691.10 46
Philadelphia Youth 25 10.55 42
AKTON .evvvernnessivnnsnnsssnn : 300 128.25 42
Cincinnati’ .. sveasseaRs 25 10.00 40
Toledo 200 69.66 34
Seattle ... 500 - 149.50 30
Allentown-Bethlehem .......cccounee 75 20.00 26
Bayonne 75 15.00 21
Los Angeles Youth ................... 5 8.75 12
‘General . 575 684.89 118
TOTAL  cssssssnmusonuvnsssss $15,000 $10,006.13 67
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1 Want To Help!

116 University Place, New York 3, N. Y.

| like The Militant because it tells the truth.
it depends entirely upon workers like myself for support.

is why | want to do my part in con’mbutmg to The Mnlltanl"s
$15, OOO Fund Campaign. -

l:] I want a contribution-list to circulate a'mong my friends end
fellow-workers, so they can help The Militant.
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FARRELL DOBBS
ADDRESSES DETROIT
MAY DAY MEETING

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
DETROIT, May 1 — A large
audience heard the May Day
speech given by Farrell Dobbs
here today. Comrade Dobbs held
the audience’s undivided atten-
tion when he explained the fu-
tility of the workers’ giving up
their lives by the thousands to
help fill the pockets of the rich.
He so clearly pointed out that
the only way to solve the work-
ers’ problems was by fighting for
a Socialist society through the
Socialist Workers Party, that
five people joined the party.
This .was the most colorful

| meeting ever held in Detroit,
and one of the most successful |

ever held by the SWP here. The
hall was decorated with draped
red flags and timely slogans.
Comrades and friends lingered
after the spekch to discuss their

problems over oups of coffee.

Many: workers, members
friends of the Seattle branch of
the Socialist Workers Party at-
‘ended ‘a May Day rally at the
»arty headquarters here tonight.
Chairman C. Smith introduced
the speakers, Frances Roberts,
who spoke on “The History of
May Day,” and Dan Roberts,
who spoke on “Mankind’s Com-
munist Future” After the
speeches ‘the audiencejoined  in
singing revolutionary songs, and
stayed for dancing and refresh-
ments. The collection totalled
$20.

CALUMET MEETING
RECRUITS WORKER

By S. Priner
(Special to The Militant) -

INDIANA HARBOR, ILL, Apr.
27—The Calumet branch of the
Socialist Workers Party cele-
brated its first anriversary with
a gala party tonight.

A recorded program of en-
tertainment included an inspir-
ing May Day greeting from Far-
rell Dobbs, managing editor of
The Militant; a speech by Eu-
gene V. Debs, and revolution-
ary songs. )

This was the first big affair
held at the new headquarters of
the Calumet branch, and set a
precedent for future socials de-
voted to building the party. One
steel worker joined the SWP.

BOSTON WORKERS

HEAR GELDMAN

By F. Daniels
(Special to The Militant)

BOSTON, May. 3 — A highly
appreciative audience . tonight
met at the Boston headquarters
of the Socialist Workers Party
in celebration of May Day. They
heard Max Geldman, veteran
fighter for labor’s rights, pre-
sent a withering indictment of
the capitalist system for the
devastation and misery which
exists today.

Chairman Larry Trainor, Bos-
ton SWP organizer, made a
stirring plea for donations of
food and clothing to the Amer-
ican Committee for European
Workers’ Relief, which aids la-
bor’s fighters abroad.

A collection of $105 was con-
tributed to the Socialist Work-
ers Party for its work.

CHICAGO MEETS IN
NEW QUARTERS

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT

CHICAGO, May 4—Chica-
go workers celebrated May
Day tonight in the impres-
sive new headquarters of the
Socialist Workers Party at
7T W. Adams St..

Charles Jackson, author of
“The Negro Struggle” column, in
an impressive address told of the
significance of May Day for all
toilers, and its meaning for the
oppressed and exploited Negroes
and other minority groups.

Farrell Dobbs traced the bal-
ance sheet of Workd War II and

and |

SAN FRANCISCO, May 5 —
A large group. of comrades and
friends gathered at the San
Francisco headquarters of the So-
cialist Workers Party tonight, to

Holiday with: speeches, singing
and a social.

Comrade Lili read selections
from the speeches of Haymarket
martyrs Fisher, Parsons, Lingg
and Spies, i

The audience next heard the
voice of Leon Trotsky in a re-
corded speech given in 1938 at
the double celebration of the 10th
Anniversary of the Left Opposi-
tion, and of the Founding Con-
ference of the Fourth Interiia-
tional.

Four workers in the audience
applied for membership in the
Socialist Workers Party.

BUFFALO RALLY
ENTHUSIASTIC

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT

BUFFALO, May 1—Work-
ing men and women jammed
the Socialist Workers Party
“headquarters in Buffalo to
hear Vincent R. Dunne speak
on May Day. From aircraft and
auto plants, from steel mills and
foundries, came workers of dif-
ferent nationalities and races.
They joinedin celebration and
together sang “Solidarity” and
“Red Plag.”

They listened intently to Rose-
mary Rook’s spirited presenta-
tion of the history and traditions
of May Day. After Comrade

er and searching questions.
The meeting was well organiz-
ed and enthusiastic. New signs,
a beautiful sketch of Lenin made
by a Buffalo comrade, red ban-
ners, and a picture of united
workers - throwing off their
chains, decorated the hall.

OVERFLOW CROWD
IN LOS ANGELES

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT

LOS ANGELES, May 2 — An
overflow audience thronged the
South Hall of th¢ Embassy Au-
ditorium here last might for a
May Day meeting held by the
Socialist Workers Party.

The meeting opened with the
singing of the “Workers’ Memo-
rial Hymn,” by the Workers’
Chorus of Los Angeles. This was
followed -by an analysis of “La-
bor Struggles of 1946,” by Com-
rade Murry Weiss, who traced
the recent great strike wave in
the United States and revolu-
tionary struggles in other parts

of the world.

“YVoices of Revolt,” by Mpyra
Tanner Weiss, included . excerpts
from the greatest speeches of
the great labor martyrs of the
past. i

Comrade Eugene Parker de-
livered a stirring rendition of
“I Dreamed I Saw Joe Hill,”
dedicated to the heroic Ameri-
can labor leader killed by the
copper hosses.

The final spéaker, C. Charles,

Standard of Living,” and con-
tributor to Fourth International,
gave the socialist reply to the
most important question of to-
day,
Atomic Destructi

~

celebrate Labor’s International |

Dunne’s speech, they asked eag- |-

How Value Is Created
By V. Grey
"The total labor-power of society, which is embodied in the
sum total of the values of all commodities produced by that soczety, :
counts here as one homogeneous mass of human labor-power, com=-
posed though it be of innumerable units” - i

Mar:t s "Camtal"

* *

Even though the worker in the shop is far removed
from the ‘bowels of the earth where the iron he works
upon’ comes from—the final product that he makes rep-
resents nothing but a piece of the éarth transformed
by the labor of thousands of people.

If we look up and down the whole world- wide list
of commodities, we see that every single one of them an-
swers this description They are all products of labor

‘as far as man is concerned—and nothing but parts of

the earth as far as nature is concerned.

Take a piece of metal, shaped into an auto fender, .
for instance. Trace its history back,. and you will. see

1th;tt everything in its making is labor and nothing- but
abor.

The fenders are stamped out from sheet steel’ by
operators of huge presses. The man and the press made
them from the sheet steel. The press itself was made by -
many machinists, founders, tool-and-die makers, ete..
The sheet metal that was stamped out came in turn
from the rolling mill or strip mill, where men pressed
it out with massive machinery that was also the prod-
uct of labor—the ingot steel came from the. blooming-
mill, and the open hearth furnaces—and before that
from the cast iron made by the blast furnace workers.
(Needless to say, these furnaces are all the products of
labor, too). And before the blast furnace, the iron ore,
the limestone and the coal that go into it are all dug ¢
out of the ground «<by ‘man. Man—human labor—work.s
upon the earth.

A commodity has a tangible, touchable material— "
the elements it is made of. And it also has another sub-
stance: all the labor that has gone into making if.

The labor that goes into making the commodity has |
two sides to it, just as the commodity has. There is the
particular kind of labor, like shovelling, picking, press-
operating. And there is just plain human labor—the en-
ergy of human muscles, nerves and mind.

Some kinds of labor may be far more useful than
others—just like the products of that labor. One man
makes dog biscuits, another makes bread for human
beings. . ’,

One works at-a forge, another extracts iron ore. But
two men can’t dig and forge at the same time. Both
things have to be done to make a hammer. And although -
a hammer and iron ore are two very different KINDS of
things, they are just two different ways of using human _
brain and muscle. '

When you consider all the thousands of dlfferent
kinds of useful labor and all' the people working together -
to make the complete product, it’s as though one univer-
sal giant with millions of pairs of hands made the ham-
mer and the fender.

It doesn’t make any difference so far as the quan- |
tity of labor in a given product in concerned, whether .
onie pair of hands painted, 'polished or hammered. It -
makes no dlfference whether they moved up and down,:
back and forth, or around in-eircles. Just so long as the.
labor was necessary labor. It’s the total AMOUNT of ¥
labor—human labor, that creates the product _ Af "

The Sum Total

Take the finished auto fender. There it is, gleam-
ing in all fts painted glory. The sweat and dirt of the
workers has been washed off. The blood from industrial
accidents has been mopped from the floor. The umbilical
cord is cut between it and the producer. It stands there
as though it had dropped from heaven—the sacred prop=-
erty of the capitalist.

But the labor of the workers——the motion, the activ-
ity, of which the sweat and dirt are the by-products—
has not really disappeared. Just as the mighty motion of
Niagara is transformed into charged power lines, so the
laboring motion of the working people is transformed in-
to the apparent, stillness of their product.

The painter’s.activity has been concretized in color
the polisher’s in. brightness and smoothness, the steel-
maker’s in flexibility and durability, etc.—that is, the use-
ful side of their activity. But they all work in common to
produce a single commodity, and the sum total of their dif-
ferent labors equals one massive general labor—value-
creating labor. ' |

All-the different useful labors flow into the final prod-
uct just as many rivers flow into the sea. The great Mis-
sissippi loses its identity in the ocean just like the little
Rappahannock. So the big and little labors lose their
individuality in the product. And this product becomes a
part of the.sum total of generalized human labor; labor-
power concealed in material mold. .

American Legion Fails To Halt
May Day Meeting In San Dlego

SPECIAL TO THE MILITANT
SAN DIEGO, Cal, May 4 — San Diego branch, speak on “The
Attempts of the American Le- |Revolutionary Significance of
gion to prevemt the Socialist|May Day”.

- .

* -

author of the pamphlet “Your ]

“Socialist Construction or |

Workers Party from holding its
May Day meeting here not only
failed, but actually added to the
spirit of the meeting and to the
determination of the comrades
to redouble their efforts in build-
ing the SWP,

One day. before the meeting,
the Legion forced the SWP out
of its headquarters. But com-
rades overnight obtained an-
other hall, and in the few hours

remaining, notified many people |

of the change in address..
A ‘large number of comrades
and . friends, Negro and white,

heard Al Burke organizer of the

Over $24 was contrlbuted by
the audience to help the work of
the SWP. Seven subs to the Mili-

tant and several dollars worth %
of literature were sold. Five

workers made application to join
the party.
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became s synonym for frame-up and fraud in the

" language of the day.’

The Stalinists in recent years have made re-
doubled efforts to rehabilitate the discredited

Moscow Trials of 1936-37-38.. A book published-

in recent months, called “The Great Conspiracy,”
written by two Stalinist hacks, is devoted.pri-
marily to a rehash of the Moscow Trials in & new

v attempt to smear the memory of their victims,

Prior to that, the Stalinist frame-up and murder
machine had secured the complicity of the State
Department of the United States to holster the
old frame-ups of 1936-37. The book and motion
picture “Mission to Moscow” by the former Amer-
4can Ambassador Joseph E. Davies, issued with
the implicit blessing of the State Department,
were designed primarily to whitewash the.noto-
rious Moscow Trials and deceive public opinion
in regard to them, : . \

When, therefore, the Nuremberg Trials of the
Nazi leaders were announced, those people in the
warld who are concerned about truth and justice
had:every reason to be apprehensive that these
trials would be utilized to give supplementary
support to the old, discredited accusations on
the. basis of which the old Bolsheviks had been
convicted and slaughtered. We shared in this
apprehension, especially when it was announced,
that Hitler's deputy, Hess, with whom Trotsky
had allegedly collaborated, would he one of the
prisoners in the dock at Nuremberg, H

“The 'indictment of the January 1937 trial at
Moscow stated: -

*The investigation has established that L. D.
Trotsky entered into negotiations with: one of
the leaders of the German National Socialist
Party with a. view to waging a joint strugglg
against the Soviet Union . . .”

E

-

#  Purther:

“The principles of this agreement, as Trotsky
related, were finally elaborated and p.dopted
during Trotsky’s meeting with Hitler's deputy,

" Hess.” (Verbatim report of the trial. Moscow,

1937, ;

'I'hZz question spontaneously arose in the minds
of all informed people, especially among those
who, like ourselves and our co-thinkers in all
countries, are passionate defenders of #pe irre-
proachable memory of Trotsky and the old Bol-.
“Will the . Nuremberg Trials, among
other things, be utilized to ‘prove’ once again
that the Moscow Trials were not frame-ups, but
fair and just proceedings?”

Stalinists Renew Slanders

The renewal of the campaign against the Trot-
skyists in the Stalinist press, coupled with sinister
references to the impending Trials at Nurem-
berg, only increased our apprehension and alarm.,
‘The direct line leading from the Moscow Trials

. to the Nuremberg affair was obvious to every-

body, including the Stalinists, .

Last November, for example, the Stalinists at
St. Louis, Missouri distributed a leaflet outside a
meeting of the Soclalist Workers Party addressed
by John . Wright. In this leaflet it was bragen-
ly stated: “Documents discovered in Berlin and
produced at the Nuremberg frial of Nazl high

~eriminals, reveal to the whole world how Trotsky
plotted with Rudolph Hess to organize a fifth
column in the ‘Soviet Union in order to opemn
the gates to the Nazi invasion.” The distribution
of: this ' Stalinist leaflet was ireported::in :The
Militant, December 29, 1945, We had good reason

. to fear that something was being cooked up at
Nuremberg and that the Stalinists were already
Ireely talking about it in their own ranks.
. Several months -ago, the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party, British Section of the Fourth Inter-

nationl], launched a campaign designed to un- |

mask the Stalinist frame-up machine and de-
fend the memory of Trotsky and its other victims.
This campalgn took the initial. form of a re-
quest to the War Crimes Commission at Nurem-
berg and to the British and Soviet prosecutors
that a representative of Natalla Trotsky, the
widow of Leon Trotsky, be permitted to examine
Hess, and that any documents relating to the
alleged conspiracy between Trotsky and the
Nazi leaders, if such documents exist, be pro-
duced at Nuremberg. ‘

Following the initiative of the British Trot-
skyists in the matter, a group of well-known poli-

. tical and literary figures, headed by H. G. Wells

and a number of members of Parliament, pub-
licly addressed these requests to the ecourt at
Nuremberg. This ereated a great sensation and
did much to center public attention on the cam-
paign. : .

- Later a number of other Trotskyist parties in
Europe, notably the French, Belgian and Dutch
Sections of the Fourth International, took up
the campaign and secured the signatures of pro-
minent literary and political people to similar

letters addressed to the Nuremberg court.
In the United States a short while ago a peti-

tion signed by over one hundred American poli- |.

tical figures, itrade unionists, clergymen, pro-
fessors and writers, headed by Norman Thomas
and Matthew Woll, was dispatched to the Nurem-

berg -court and publicized iIn the press. The

American petition, however, omitted the demand
that a representative of Natalla Trotsky be per-
mitted to intervene at the Trial and confined
itself to the request: that the court pursue the

investigation of the alleged complicity of Trotsky.|:

and the other Bolshevik leaders with the Nasi'
criminals in the preparation of a war against
the Soviet Union. :

Ignored By Court

All these appeals and petitions have been ig- |

nored by the Nuremberg Court. )

The Soclalist Workers Party, on its part, did
not participate in any of this activity. Our
hesitation was not prompted in the least by lack

-of interest ih the question or lack of desire to

aid In dealing new' blows against the Moscow
frdme-ups of 1936-37-38, Our reasons wera of
an entirely different order, “

- In our opinion, the Nuremberg Trials offered

not only great propagandistic possibilities to the |

defenders of the memory of the martyred heroes

of the Russian Revolution; they were also fraught

with great dangers.

The Nuremberg court of imperialist and Stalin-
ist judges operates outside of all control. These
Judges are just as capable of perpetrating an-
other frame-up as were the judges in the Moscow

‘Trials if it serves their purposes and they: can

come {o an agreement amongst themselves. They
have Hess and the other Nazi leaders.in thelr
hands; both the prisoners and the prosecutors
are completely unscrupulous and they are cap-
able of making any kind of a deal against the
interests of proletarian revolutionists.

8uch & deal was made once before. That is
precisely what happened when Ambassador Da~
vies-wrote his book, “Mission to Moscow,” and it
was made into & motion plcture with the sanc-
tion of the American State Department. By that
action the American government became a party
to the most mongtrous frame-up in history—the
Moscow Trials of 1936-37-38. We did not want to
take the responsibility of asking the Nuremberg
court, which in the person of its Russian and
American representatives,. is - already implicated
in the Moscow frame-up, to again pass judgment
on the case. c

It has become quite apparent by now, however,
that the sharpening conflicts between the im-
perialists and the Stalinists have thus far pre-
vented them from coming to an agreement to
perpetrate a supplementary frame-up against the
old Bolsheviks. The prosecution closed its case
without Introducing a single document or a single
bit of evidence of any kind to substantiate the
charge that “the principles of this agreement, as
Trotsky related, were {finally elaborated and
adopted during Trotsky’s meeting with Hitler's
deputy, Hess.”, (Verbatim report of the trial.
Moscow, 1987.) , N y

The Soviet prosecutors have finished the pre-
sentation. of . their case and have confessed by.
silence that there are no documents and no evi-
dence of any other kind on the “conspiracy of

Trotsky and the Nazis,” for the simple reason’

that there was no conapiracy. By their failure
to question Hess about this alleged “meeting;”
by their failure to introduce a single document
or plece of material evidence of any kind bear-
ing on the question—the Soviet prosecutors at
Nuremberg have shouted a confession to the
whole world: THE MOSCOW TRIALS WER
FRAME-UPS! v .
. ® z

Moscow Trials Exposed

The Nuremberg Trials, and the campaign
around them initiated by the British Trotskyists,
have served to expose the Moseow Trials as
frame-ups once again. They have also revived
public interest in the names and the deeds of
the heroic leaders of the Russian Revolution who
were foully slandered and murdered by the Stalin-
ist traitors. We have done our part in the past
to defend and glorify their names and we shall
do our part also in the future. We shall endeavor
to the best of our ability to make the names
of the martyred Bolsheviks as dear and precious
to the new generation of militant workers rising
in America as they.have always been to us.

Next week The Militant will begin a compre-
hensive series of articles elucidating and expos-
ing the Moscow Trials of 1936-37 and everything
connected with them, ’

. National Committee Soclalist Workers Party
May 10, 1946. e

The Forgotten Woman 8y éuwee tartson

“Keep em rolling!” “Keep ’em flying!” “Keep
‘em sailing!” With such appeals to patriotic
sentiment, American industry tried to build up
its womanpower during the war.

Millions of American women streamed into

i~ the nation’s war plants, but it is doubtful

whether the patriotic appeals played a very big
role in bringing them there. Much more ime
Portant was the fact that war work offered the
vast majority of these women workers their first
opporf,unity for jobs at better wages.
" American industrialists sang the praise of the
“women worker—her ability to learn a skilled
trade; her speed; her general ‘adaptability. Op-
portunities were given women workers for almost
every kind of trade-training. Women welders,
' women machinists, women sheet metal workers,
women boilermakers found ready employment in
. shipyards, aviation plants, railroad yards, and
machine shops ; )
But the days when the American industrial-
st wooed the woman worker are gone! Amer-
Jdcan capitalism is back at its peacetime “nor-
.mal” The skilled woman worker has hecome
“the forgotten woman.” ; '
Since V-J Day, 4,000,000 women workers have
been dropped from the country’s labor force, the
Women’s Bureau of the Department of Labor
‘reported recently. The most startling drop was
revealed by the Ford Motor Company. In the
peak year of 1943, women made up 22 per cent
of the workers in the Ford plants throughout
- the country. In January of 1946, they were only
4 per cent. - .
. Hundreds of thousands of skilled women
workers are crowding the offices of the United
States Employment Service looking for Jjobs.

8pokesmen of the USES say that the big ma-
Jority of these women will not be rehired even
when full production has been resumed. Many
employers have instructed the USES not to send
them any women workers. Orders which during
the war specified women, now say “men only.”
To deal with this new. situation, all of the
agencies of capitalist propaganda have .been set
_ golng to persuade women that, after all, they
really belong in the kitchen—-or, it they must
work to support their familles, they should g0
into a more “feminine” line of work,, like low-
.paid domestic service.

Gone are the days when pictutes of movie stars
modeling the latest in war plant uniforms were
prominently displayed in newspapers. and mag-
azines. Pick up any copy ef Woman’s Home
Companion, Good Housekeeping, Ladies® Home
Journal .or McCall’s. Magasine these days and
you will find an article urging women to change

from “drab wartime clothes” into something:

“frilly and feminine.”

And in the Food sectiohs of these ‘magazines,
you will now look in vain for the “Quick Meals
for Busy Women,” which used to fill these
pages during the war. Now you will find that
women are being urged “to end wartime hurry
and glamorize your meals.” A multitude of rec-
ipes are given for complicated cakes and pas-

tries; for fussy garnishes—‘“egg daisies,? “radish

roses,” “cucumber baskets,” ete..

But despite all of this advice as to the best
ways to achieve a “home-made” glamor most
women would prefer a factory job at high wages
and a chance to buy thelr glamor—especially in
theNform of decent living standards which help
maintain good health and natural beauty.

=

Three of the leaders of the October Revolution, Lenin, Trotsky, and Kamenev, photo-
graphed together during the early days of the Soviet Union. Trotsky (at left) was murdered
by a Stalinist GPU agent in.1940; Lenin died in 1924; Kamenev (at right) and hundreds of
other old Bolsheviks, were “liquidated” In Stalin’s infaimous Moscow Trials.

Lenin, Trotsky And Kameney :

Generous Response To Appeal
For European Workers Relief

Readers\‘ of The Militant,

comrades and friends of the
Boclalist Workers Party .are
generously responding to the
appeal of the recently form-
ed American Committee ‘for
European Workers’ Relief to aid
destitute European workers and
their families, Rose Karsner,
Executive Secretary of the Com-
mittee, reported this week.
. These relief packages, she
said, are designed to aid those
couraseous working-class fight-
ers against fascism, and all forms
of reaction, who suffered great
hardships and hunger not only
under the Nazi occupation. but
subsequently in the devastation
caused by the Allied armies. To-
day they are in dire need of
food; clothing, medical aid.

In response to the appeal by
the Committee for funds to
meet the heavy expenses of Luy-
ing food, packing, crating, pos-
tage and shipping half a hun-
dred or more packages a week,
two of the Socialist Workers
Party branches held affairs last
month to raise funds for this

relief work.

In the Twin Cities, an Inter-
national Solidarity. Bazaar was
skillfully planned and organized,
at which $300 was raised for the
Committee. !

In Milwaukee $25 was raised
at a similar affair. The latter
branch plans to set up a wo-
men’s mending club as a work-
ing unit of ‘their local commit-
tee, to collect and repair gar-
ments for the European relief.

“A letter from a reader of The
Militant last week accompan-
ied a package of baby clothes,”
said Rose Karsner, “in which
the sender asked if we would:
welcome more iittle packages like
this one. Through The Militant
I want to expre. 3 our gratitude
and the hope that more of these
much-needed baby garments will

be forthcoming.”.

Among ‘the numerous letters’

congratulating the Committee
on its formation. Belle Montague
of Boston wrote: “I am more
than delighted to hear of the
formation of your Committee for

European relief, My friends are.
eager to help; Théy do not trust”

DOII0T sod9lons
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F.I. Subscription Campaign

4 Campaign

Hits 60 Per Cent Of Quota

By Constance Locke

Director ¢

Since April 1, opening date of the national campaign

for 500 new subscribers to Fourth International, the theore-

tical magazine of the American Trotskyists, 300 new sub-

scriptione have been received.

The campaign is featuring

the special offer of a 6-@
month subscription for $1.
But a large proportion of
one~-year: ($2.) and one-year
combinations: to Fourth Inter-
national and The Militant
($2.50) have also been sold.
Campaign directors from ci-
ties all over the United States
report that the May Fourth In-
ternational is an especially fine
introductory issue for obtaining
new subscribers. Ruth Massey,
Pittsburgh Campaign Director,
comments:. “The Great Strike
Wave and ity Significance’ by
E. R. Frank in the May F. I, is
splendid material for a prole-
tarian center like ours.,”
John Leavitt, Baltimore direc-
tor, feels that this issue is-a mile-
stone to aid the understanding®
of any worker who is beginning
to see the necessity of interna-
tional unity in struggle of the
politically aroused working class.
“Please rush us 10 copies of
the May F. 1.” writes Cleveland’s
Campaign Director I. London.
“We think so much of this issue
that we are going to use it to
introduce Fourth International
to some of our best workers we
met during the GM-Fisher Body
strike. .f\s you know this is still

on. We’ve been out 162 davs ‘now
—to eliminate piece work.”

Recently a seaman from one
of the countries bordering on the
Soviet Union came into the
Fourth International office,. He
now. sails on American vessels.
He had come across a copy of
the F. I. aboard ship and found
for the first time g clear ex-
planation of what he had seen
happen in his home country. He
was 5o impressed with the April
P, I. which deals with “The Stal-
inist Left Turn and the Internal
Crisis in the USSR" that he
bought a one-year combination
subscription to Fourth Interna-
tional and The Militant,

The June issue of Fourth In-
ternational will contain the pre-
ceedings of the World Confer-
ence of the Fourth International
held last month . i~ Belgium.
Readers of The Militant who
are interested in following -the
developments of the world Trot-
skyist movement should start
their subscription with the June
issue. A six-month subscription
may be obtained by sending $1
to: Business Manager, Fourth
International,
Place, New York 3, N. V.

Mail This

Coupon With $1 For A 6-Month
Subscription To ;

- FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

Theoretical Magazine of American Trotskyists
116 University Place, N. Y. 3, N. V.

- | would like to read Fourth International régularl"yI
Please start my subscription for six months. | enclose $1
(money order, cash or check),

Name .o L

(Please Print)
Street ’ Apt.
City

Postal Zone..wsmins State..

. One

.are grateful to you who are try-

116  University

|| MILWAUKEE — visit the M-

any government agency for re-
lief; they say that those who
have slaughtered millions of
helpless and defenseless people,
even children, cannot be inter-
ested in feeding the starving,
that they must want the food and
money for something else! But
they will gladly give to- a group
like yours, whom they can trust.”.

The gratitude of the working
class families in Europe who re-
ceive the packages is expressed
in scores of letters ‘every week.
: letter - from Amsterdam
states: “Believe me, we have 8
great admiration for all you are
doing. During- the German oo~
cupation we often had to pro-
vide food for our comrades who
were - in concentration camps.
We © ow thaf it is not easy. We

ing to care for us in‘Europe.” . ..

Arother letter from Marseilles’
declares: “On behalf of us all .
want to say we will never forget
all that our comrades in Amer-
ica are doing for us, as do all
those who find themselves in the
same desperate situstion as my-
‘self."You have demonstrated to
us that International solidarity
is not a word in vain. It gives
us strength to continue the
struggle for a better world.”

All readers of The Militant are
urged to contribute food or cloth-
ing for packages, and funds to
help defray the expenses involv-
ed in shipping and other costs.
Send these at once to the Amer-
ican Committee for European

| The NEGRO

|after an exhaustive study of the

leaders to show them the
way. , ,

Karl - Marx, however, proved
capitalist system, that the work-
ing class, precisely because it is
the most insecure and under-
privileged class in today’s econ-
omy, will be the very class that
will LEAD all the people to the
only security for all — g Social-
ist reconstruction of society. Ad-
dressing his Communist Mani-
festo to the most oppressed class
of all, he sald: “Workers of the
world, Unite! You have nothing
to lpse but ‘your chains.” o

It is for this same reason that
Marxists today keep in mind the
fact that it is the most oppressed
section of the working class it-
self, which will be the first to
realize that capitalism must go
and. which will provide the’ most
determined fighters — as a sec-

economic equality. .

There are many segments, un~
fortunately, of the working class.

them all against the single foe,
the capitalist class. It is also
our duty to recognize that, just
&8s white collar workers will be
less militant Dbecause of their
supposedly more favorable posi-
tion in society, in the ?same re-
spect the Negro workers will be
the quickest to take up the fight
on & mass scale. They are not
only economically exploited but
are also denied basic democratic
rights as well as certain types
of employment that are still
granted to the white workers.
Let us also remember that the
Negro péople, having been denied
many opportunities simply on the
basis of their color, as a conse-
quence better understand the
reactionary nature of the sys-
tem, in gpite of their relative
lack of “education.” g
UNDERSTAND GOVERNMENT
ROLE :

Look at the respective views
of the white and Negro workers
when it comes to the evaluation
of the state. The white worker,
for the most part still believes
that the government is impartial,
The Negro, although he may not
realize fully that it is the direct
agent of the monopoly capital~
ists, at! least knows that. it is
not an impartial but rather a re-
actionary institution.

Many white workers are still
fooled i)y agencies of the capi-

Workers’ Relief, 116 University
Place, New quk 3, N. Y.

tallst government set up to

STRUGGLE ., oo

wwas: - The Negroes’ Secret Weapon A
Many people who have-a middle class outlook (even
though they may temporarily be employed in a factory)
are often heard to say that the laboring men are too
“dumb” to solve their own problems.
say, need some “educated”®

tion — for the new society of |

It is our duty to strive to unite|

“help” the working man. But the
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“Labor with a white skin
cannot emancipate itself
where labor ‘with & black
skin.is branded.”

—Kant. Maxx

JACKSON

'The workers, they

Negro knows that he is subjected
to discrimination and segregae :
tion by every governmental agen- .
cy from the U. 8. Army down to

the county court. i

And how about the forces of
“law and order”? Last week 63
UAW-CIO members (mostly
white) picketed the home of E.
R, Alles, secretary-treasurer of
the Detroit Stee] Products Co,
for his boycott of union company
negotiations,

POLICE “PROTECTION”
His wife called the cops. The "

pickets had heen singing “Afles -

is a horsethief; he:shall be re-
moved.” Upon seeing the police:
they changed this verse to: “The
police will protect us; we shall”
not be moved.” The police “pro-
tected” them by roughly hustling -

them down to the precinct sta- .

tion.

.On the other hand any “ignors'
ant"” Negro knows just about
what to expect from the “cops °
when it comes to justice. Both
Northern and Southern police-
have on many occasions insulted,
provoked, intimidated, terrorized,
beaten and murdered innocent -
Negro men and women, We res
cently saw two Negro veterans
shot -to death by a pdliceman in
Freeport, N. Y. for the “crime”-

of requesting service in a Jim.

Crow restaurant. We saw the
whole Negro population - terrore
ized and two of -their number-

shot to death by the state police -

in Columbia, Tenn. during a
pogrom set off when a Negro-
veteran tried to protect his
mother from bodily harm.

The Negro:s much further ad«
vanced than his white brother
when it’ comes to understanding
the social and political forces in
this capitalist society. He is ad-
vanced only because he has had
the painful lessons driven home
to him more frequently and bé-
cause the true score has been
indelibly branded into his flesh
and his mind.

That will be of great advant-
age in the coming period wherein:
he intends to use militant mass
action in his own defense against;
persecution and discrimination,
and in his rising struggles to obe
tain the full equality which toe
day he does not have,

Subscribe To
The Militant
Use Coupon On Page 2

Come and meet other ‘Militant’ Réuders
At these Local Activities of

The Socialist Workers Pal‘tyr 1.

\
AKRON - Visit The Militant
Club, 405-8 Everett Bldg., 39
East Market St., open daily
except Sunday, 2 to 4 p. m.;
also Mon., Wed.,, Fei,, 7:30-
9:30, ’ L of
Wednesday evenings — Cur-~
rent events discussion,
ALLENTOWN - BETHLEHEM —
Open meeting every Friday,
8 pm., at Militant Labor
Forum, 8. E, corner Front and
Hamilton. Streets, Allentown.

Public Forums——First Sunday

each month, 2:15 p.m,
BALTIMORE—For information

write Box 1583, Baltimore 3,|.

Md. Monthly forums to be
announced. -
BOSTON—Office . at 30 Stuart
St. Open Saturdays from noon
until 5 p.m.; Wednesday and
Fridays, 7:30 to 9:30 pm..
BUFFALO — Every Saturday
night, Current Events Discus-
sion and Open House; Militant
Forum, 629 Main 8t., 2nd floor.
CHICAGO — Visit SWP, 777 W.
Adams (corner Halsted). Open
‘11 am. to 8 p.m. every day
except Sunday. Tel Dearborn

7562,
Classes every Wednesday,
7:30 and 9:00 p.m,

SOUTH SIDE: 354 W, 63rd.
Meetings Thursday evening.
CLEVELAND — Militant Forum

every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at

" Peck’s Hall 1448 E, 82nd St.

DETROIT--Forums on topical
questions every Sunday. 8 p.m.
at 6108 Linwood. Office open
daily 10 to 6. Phone Tyler
7-6267. . -

HARTFORD-—For "information,
write P. O. Box 905.

LOS ANGELES - Visit SWP
headquarters, 316% W. Pico
Blvd. Open daily, 12 noon to
'5 p.m. Phone VAndyke 7036.

SAN PEDRO, Militant Publish~
ing Assn, 1008 S. Pacific,
Room 214,

‘waukee SWP branch, 424 E.

Sat. night—Open house,

Sun. May 19 — ‘Universal
Conscription and Brass Hats.’
8 pm. -

MINNEAPOLIS—Visit the Labor
Book Store, 10 South 4th St.,
open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.

Forum every Sunday, 3:30.

NEWARK—Branch ,meeting ev-|
ery Friday at 423 Springfield
Ave,, at 8:30. Reading room
and office open Mondays-
Thursdays, 4 to 10 p.m,
Tues., 7:30—Basic Training
class, ' s
Sat. night, May 25 - QGala
open house. Admisston free. .
NEW YORK—-CITY HQ., 116
University Place, GR. 5-8149.
Sat., 4:30 p.m., Weds., 7 p.m.
rehearsal of Militant chorus.
Sun., May 19, 8 p.m, — ‘Zi-
onism and the Jewish Crisis,’
HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St.,
Rm, 23. MO. 2-1866.
.* BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave.,
- 1st floor, phone TI 2-0101.
Wednesday class, 8:30: State
and Revolution.
Friday Class, 8:30: Prin-
ciples of Socialism.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton 8t.,
Phone ST. 3-7433. :
"Mon, Class ~
- 8WP,” 7 p.m., ;|
CHELSEA: 130 W, 238 8t.,
phone CH 2-9434.

YORKVILLE:.  Discussion
Group, 146 E. 84 St. Meets
second and fourth Fridays.

OAKLAND, Cal.—Meetings Wed-

- nesday, Odd Fellows Temple,
410 - 11th 8t. For information
write to P.O. Box 1351

PHILADELPHIA — EWP Head-
quarters, 1303-05 W. Girard
Ave., 2nd floor. Open daily.
Priday forum, 8 p.m.

Sunday classes, 7 p.m.,“Basic
Training in Principles of
Marxism” and “Historical Ma~
terialism.” ‘

PITTSBURGH—Militant - Read-

“Program of

. Wells St., evenings from 7:30.

Penn Ave,, corner Penn.-lAi'o.
& Beatty St., E. Liberty. Open -

6:30 to 9:30. Sat. 2-6,
PORTLAND, Ore. - Visit the
SWP headquarters, 134 8. W.-
Washington, 3rd Floor. Tel
ATwater 3092, Open'1l to
4 p.m., daily except ' Sunday,
and 6 to 8, Tuesday, Friday.
Fridays, 8 pm., Open House"
and Round Table Discussions,

READING, Pa~—Militant Labor
Forum, Market Bldg., 10th and *
Penn St., Room 202, Public
forums every 2nd and 4th Sun« -
days at 2:30 pm. Headquar-
‘ters open Mondays and Wed-
nesdays from 8 to 10 p.m., also
Fridays from 1:30 to 3 p:m.

SAN ‘DIEGO - SWP Headquar-
ters, 1142 Union St. Room 6,
open daily except Sat., 7 to 9
pm. - '

SAN FRANCISCO — Visit the
San Francisco School of Social.
- Science, 305 Grant Ave, core
ner of Grant and Sutter, 4th
floor: open: from 12 noon to
3 pm.,, Monday through Sate

- urday, and. 7T to 8 p.n, Mon-
day through Friday. .

Friday Classes: “Introduc-
tion to- Marxist Economics”
7:830-8:30. "“Fascism,” 8:30-
9:30. _ EN

SEATTLE--Visit our Headquar-
ters, 19191, Second Ave,

,ST. LOUIS—Visit our Headquar-
ters, 1023 N. Grand Blvd., Rm,
312,.open Monday, Wednesday,
Friday, 7:30 to 9 p.m. Forums
.every Thursday, 8:30 pm.
‘Phone Jefferson 3642. ‘

TACOMA, Wash,—For inform- .
- ation, write P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO-Forums every Tuess'
day, 8:00 p.m., 213 Michigan
St. Open evenings, 7-9.

YOUNGSTOWN -- Youngstown
School of Social Science, 225
N. Phelps St.,. open to public

- Tuesday and Saturday aftere
noon from 2 to 5; also 7:30 %0

, Ing Room, Seely Bldg., 5905

9:30, Monday to Thursdey, _

Monday, Wednesday, Friday,
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Diary Qf A Steelworker & r. Kovalesky|

" *The wearing out of the body is not com-

pensable.” I remember reading these words.a. .
few years go in one of the magazines that factory. ;

management subscribes’ .
_ to. The article in which

they appeared told
about an old shoemaker
. .employed in one of the
big New England shoe
factories, an old worker

_ who “wore out his
body ”

‘One day as he was
hammering at a last, a violent pain shot through
his, arm, causing him to, cry out and drop his
hammer. He never picked up that hammer —
or anything else — again, because years of con-
- stant toil had broken dowh and finally wrecked
his arm,

It ‘must have been a shock for the old fellow
to learn at first that his right hand was gone,
that from that time on he would carry only a
withered, useless claw protruding stiffly from
his sleeve, that he would have to learn all over

again how to tie his shoes; how to eat, to light -

his pipe. Still, he must have reasoned, he’d get
compensation. He’d be able to live with the
old lady in a clean little place and never again
have to worry about getting up in the dark or
winter mornings when his rheumatism urged
hini to stay in bed instead of plodding ‘through
the snow to the factory.”
. ‘And then, the hearing: -a‘ pontifical voice
‘fnforming him in precise legal terms that, “the
wearing out of the body is not- compensable!”
I can imagine the sudden horrible black empti-
ness, the fear and'incredulity: “But what will
become of us? How can we live? We are old.and
: poor? ‘All my life I've worked long-and faithfully.
l!ow can:you do this-to us2”: '+

Notes Of A Seaman

The majority ot seameii have gither taken @

strike vote or are now voting. On the west coast
the membership of the independent Marine

- o - . Firemen’s Union has vot-
ed more than 90 per cent
in favor. of strike action.
Similarly with the CIO
Marine Cooks there. On
the east coast the CIO
National Maritime Union:
is also voting.

: } These votes are closeiy
;tied in with a previous decision of west coast
longshoremen to walk off the job on the first
of April. The stevedores postponed their walk-
sut pending a decision by the seamen’s unions
on , strike action.

The answer that rank and file seamen’ are
ziving to the question ‘should we strike ‘the
ships?” is unmistakably YES,

" This is"no- surprise :to anyone familiar with
wages and working conditions in the maritime
industry. today. ‘The basic scale for unlicensed
personnel ‘is $145 per month, The work week at
sea is 56 hours. Overtime work is being cut down,
thus reducing the seamen’s pay-off.

. Shippihg ‘companies are taking a tougher at-
titiide Most of the wartime restrictions against
seamen remain in effect. '

B L ] L i L
hvery maritime union has been trying to
" negotiate a new and improved contractsince
last September. After eight. months nothing has
besn- accomplished. Instead of getting a new
agresment for higher wages and better condi-
tions seamen are coming back with smaller and
$mgller pay-offs. Each trip they get worse treat-
ment than the trip before, It is therefore natural
that the overwhelming majority ‘of seainen are
voting in favor of strike' action now.

‘This does not mean that a strike will inevitably

be ‘called. ‘The fact-is that the Stalinists, who

" are conducting the strike vote and have capped"

it with the May 6 maritime “unity” conference
in: San Prancisco, do not expect .a strike and
have advanced no program in preparation for
_ ong..This remains the case even though Bridges,
Stalinist head ‘of the CIO west coast longshore-
men, has annonced a new strike “deadline” of
June 1.

‘The Stalinists hope that such threats of strike
action will force the ship. operators to grant some
concessions This is why no definite strike date
was set. by’ the seamen’s referendum. Instead
théy have voted to grant their negotiating com-
mittees power to call a strike if and when such
action becomes necessary.

'lf‘he Stalinist-rigged strike referendum leaves

On Thei Railroads

A F Whitn

» i call for governrent  ownet-
- ship of the rai

ads. seems- like strong talk to

corne from the conservative head of the Broths:

e . erhood  of Railway
' Trainmen, Goyernment
- = ownership, he says, is
e - not-the aim of the un-
“ion, but “it' appears to
~be'-the only way by
which over-capitalizg-
tion may ‘be 'corrected
and railroad- finances
. placed upon a sound
baSis s s .
; Congress is asked to enact legislation to seize
the’ lines in order to forestall the nationwide rail-
rodd ‘strike set for May 18 by the Brotherhood

of-Railroad Trainmen and Brotherhood.of Loco-

motive "Engineers. This demiand “is made ne-
cessary, WHitney says, “due to the obstinacy
of -the railroads: and the factthat they are un-
willing to make &~ reasonable settlement With
their ‘employees.”” -
“This suddenl' aised " call “for government
. ownership after year§ of 6pp051tion by’ railroad
labor bureaucrats is: without doubt ah attemipt
on-Whitney’s part to strengthen his hand in the
union negotiations.. The carriers;’
President’s “fact- finding” board proposals, have
- offered -only an madequate wage ‘increase and
. ‘haye - stubbornly, refused to. discuss yital ruies
changes

PO

While 18 of the 21 railroad unions wuave ac-
cepted the.. arbitration’ proposals, resentment
within the ranks of both the 18 unions whose
heads accepted the award and within ‘the trdin-
men and engineers brotherhoods have forced
Whitney to try to find another formula. " 5

Local ' unions! throughout the -country have
protested bitteily the:terms . of -the, agreement
and the whole method.-of negotiating through

government boards. ~Sharply-worded resolu-
tions  have condemned. the Arbitration Award

for ignoring such working conditions as a 56-

hour week at straight time, no overtime pay for

Sundays and holidays, no initial terminal-delay

i

‘rule,
. time, inadequate health insurance, complicated
. rules structure used to lay all blame for acci-

using“the

- of the rai -
“bureaucrats. -

And I can imagine the unctuous sympathy:
“We're. very sorry, but that is: the law. It we
made an exception in. . your. case, we'd have to
do.the. same in all cases......” And then, with
hypocritical lncomprehension, “But, you've been
working all your life, except for.some layolfs
now and then .. . how is it that you haven’t
saved up money for a rainy day? Didn’t you ever
expect to retire?” Workers are so improvident!

“The wearing out of the body,” disease, even
occupational  diseases . . . how long did the
miners fight to have:silicosis recognized as an
occupationl - disease? How - many workers died
in the‘long struggle to get workmen’s compen-

sation laws passed? How many strikes were there

in which safety devices, guards for moving ma-
chinéry, stogd high on the list of demands?
Not very long ago the boys took up .a col-
lection for Jimmy when he was off with pneu-
monia, which he had contracted on the job.
Each day he had been sweating in the terrible
heat of the job and shivering in the slashing
winter. wind, until finally his body rebelled, and

he ‘tossed in his bed in-fever and delirium. I
_don’t suppose: Jimmy has made up for.that yet,

physically or economically, because  the - little
that. we were able to give couldn’t have been
enough’ for more than a few days’ meat and
groceries ‘for the family: and a pitifully small
amount of medicine for him. Of course, he never

received a penny:of compensation. After all, he

was_Jjust sick, and that surely was of no con-
cern to the company.
What - injustice and ingratitude faces. the

worker -under capitalism in‘ his daily ‘contact:

with the ‘boss! All the wealth in the world has
been produced by the worker, but in his hour
of direst need: he :r‘inds that there is none of
it for him. :

By Art Slmron

the initiative with the .operators. They can staii

- around, make some pretense at negotiating,

refer moot questions to “impartial” fact-finding
poards, intimate that possibly concessions will
be granted “if the War Shipping Administration
agrees” . ., .-and finally, when the operators are
ready, by agreement with the. proper govern-

ment agencies:they can. break off: negotiations :

and provoke a strike when the seamen are least

prepared for it. This is what happened- after’ |

World War I, in 1921 It can happen again,

The Stalinists do not control the American

seamen’ and are not able to_manipulate . the .
. maritime unions exactly as they would like to.

They are not able to put the seamen on the
bricks nor to:-hold them on the ships simply to
suit the changing diplomatic needs of the Stal-
inist bureaucracy in the Soviet Union. ‘Even in
the CIO maritime unions .where the . _Stalinists
have long held sway, there is a growing opposi-
tion, both to Bridges in the longshoremen’s union

-on the west. coast and. to Stalinist spokesmen

among the. NMU. seamen, on. the east coast,
The AFL- seamen’s..unjons. headed: by Harry
Lundeberg -are. a bigger factor now than thev
were prior to-World War -IIL- Neither the AFL
Seafarers International Union nor. the Sailors

. Unioni of the. Pacific has taken a strike vote.

Lundeberg argues that now is not the.time for. a
strike because: 1) ships are being laid up and
turned over to- foreign operators, thus creating
wide-spread unemployment in the industry; 2)

the ship operators are now indifferent to strike -

threats because they will continue to receive
huge fees for handling the Goyernment- owned
ships even if they are stuck 3) The Govern-
ment will break the strike in order to keep sup-
plies moving to the Army and Navy and United
Nations Relief. and, Rehabilitation Association.

These are real dangers which any. strike at
this time faces. But there is another and. far
greater danger. Seamen are today divided along
jurisdictional lines—AFL .and CIO. The leader-
ship in both groups seem to be more concerned
with their jurisdictional strugegle than with' or-
ganizing the showdown fight against the
operators.

The reasons Lundeberg gives for opposing
strike action will be as valid six' months or a

year from now. — if not more so. How, then, is

the present leadership of the maritime unions
preparing to meet the government-shipowner

union-smashing. drive? Can . this drive against

the seamen be halted without a strike? These

are the questions seamen are asking today. If

now is not the time for -a-strike, when is.the
time? The powerful strike: vote they:are rolling
.up is the seamen’s answer.

By Ilenry Adams.

"loss ‘of held-away-from-home \‘terinmal

dents on the men, etec.

One resolutlon sums it up, saying “This wage
award-still . keeps rail workers in the status of

‘second: class -citizens as compared to the wages

paid for similar work in other industries. .. (We

" must) depend on the power and strength of the

Raii ‘Workers and not on any Boards who -are
always ready and willing to- sell out the workers.”
. [ T . :
What is usually meant by “government own-
ership”. when voiced by such individuals ‘as
Whitney is operation of the railroads by .the

' capitalist government with protection of the

profit interests of  the railroad monopolists.
An indication of what such “government own-
ership” would- really mean was given when

"Roosevelt seized the -trailroads in December 1943
'to prevent a-strike.:
“roads ‘continuied’ undér ‘the' control of the same
- bosses, ‘who'" simply ‘strutted around with: the
"new titles of " *colonel™ and
i profits were fully safeguarded. In the event of

The"operation of the rail-

“major.” Their

the government . taking” formal ownership, the

present owners ‘would be- "granted ~sufficient
“compensation to:cover all present and potential
- profits while “railroad finances are placed on
@, sound-bagis?” . o

“We agree that- government ovnership of the

“railfoads would-be in:the intérests of the work-
iers-Lbutronly if'they are operated under the-con-
“trol of "the workers, without any profit- or .com-

pensation’ to the présent parasite owners.
But, to achieve this indispensable program and

“the _other. sound aims of the railroad workers,
. ;. what is needed is a. policy for strengthenuig ‘the
o xal) umons for effectiveus;, ruggle

Among the

"'\_,",I‘hen we. would not. ha‘ . the disgraceful spec-
tacle, as; at DL esent of 21, different policies in

the wage ' ~r* h-ing rammed down the throats

*i ¥ emeis by 21 different sets of

,000

Strike For

I l"lSlt

Scene At Mzd-West Vacation School Y

shaded pier. in front of the dormitories at Little - Pleasant Lake.
School is now taking reservations for the third season which opens June 30,

- Students relax- with a swim between classes, in the photo above which shows the cool,

The Mid West. Vacation

school will again be operated
vide friends of The Militant

portunity to study problems
of the labor movement under
Marxist  instructors.

The Vacation School is charm-
ingly situated on a wooded slope
beside Little Lake Pleasant in
central Michigan, near the city
of Jackson, 60 miles from De-

reasonable rates and an op-®-

on ‘a cooperative: basis to pro-
With a pleasant vacation at

a magnificent oak grove for pic-
nics. Indoor games including
chess, checkers, cards and ping-
pong,
atricals  and’ dancing,
provided.

are ‘also:

James Reston in the May 12’N.
Y. Times.

ehce, called to divide the plun- '
der of World War II and estab- ;
lish ‘spheres of influence, neared
a complete ‘breakdown on Thurs-
day of last week
Secretary . of State
Byrnes insisted, in view of the

| stalemate between = representa-

tives - of ‘the Big Four, on con-
vening a session of the 21 vic-
tor nations on June 15 to draft
pacts formally ending the war
with Italy and Axis satellite na-
tions in the Balkans, =

- ATM AT USSR

‘The Foreign -Ministers and
press agents of the capitalist
powers blamed Russian: delegate
Molotov for the diplomatic dead-
lock. While both sides may make
minor . concessions, no. one .ex-

issues - being considered in the
present conference. Thus, Wash--
ington. and London,.in calling
for an expanded .meeting,. indi-
cate an intention to-make treat-
ies, if need be, without Russia’s
agreement : o

‘The  N. Y. Times. correspond—
ent-C. L. Sulzberger, - reporting
from -Paris on May 12, stated
“There are some persons who say
that -if this Council fails the
United States-must adopt a ‘two-
worlds’ policy.” This-would hast-
en the march toward war., = .
. - Although-such a’ policy hasn’t
been openly admitted by Wash-
ington, both diplomatic and po-
litical . commentators speak in
| terms comparing the present sit-
uation to that during the Mun-
ieh crisis in ‘1938..

¢ At 'the height of the Confer-
ence. crisis, on.May 9, Senator
Arthur H. Vandenberg, who ac-~
companied Byrnes to Paris, re-
ported to Washington in these
sinister terms: - .

“The outlook is pretty giim—
unless you want to go to Munich
every day. And I am not willing
to_go to Munich.” Vandenberg

ber 'of  the American diplomatic
gang, saw “eye to eye” with del-
egation head Byrnes.

To exert additional pressure

.mentators in the capitalist press

' Meanwhile, the Paris Confer- |

!
James:

pected agreement on .any basic |-

made it clear that he and Sen-|
ator Tom Connolly, also & mem-~

upon the Kremlin, political com="

speak . openly of . sftrained - rela-

U. S. Imperialism | Accelerates
'Drwe Toward New World War

( Contmued from Page 1)

tions and hint at the possibility "
of a diplomatic break with the
‘con-

USSR. Walter Lippman,
servative columnist for the N. Y.
' Herald Tribune, stated on May
"11- that the most important

question to. answer “is whether

i the dividing line through Central
Europe is the frontier at which
the Russians and "the Anglo-
Americans are destined to clash.

“The belief that they will
clash,” he continued, -“or that
they may, is the determining

element in the ealculations of |

all the governments and of every
political party .

" Ambassador George S Messer-
smith, recently appointed to Ar-
gentina, in a fareweil speech to

City on May 11, declared that
Russia’s policy at present is sim-

1933 38.

“ARMED TRUCE” .
Calling : for -“complete- ccllab-

ing better than an armed truce.’

versary of :Germany’s surrender,
the ‘Allies of World -War IT are
maneuvering- for the most fav-
orable positions-in the coming
conflict. - Instead of attempting
to lay the basis for
peace,” the representatives of the
Anglo-American powers are -ac-
‘tually preparing for war.
Confronted with the threat of
another imperialist attack on.the
USSR, the Kremlin continues to
play the same perfidious ‘role it
has played in the past. - Instead
of following the, revolutionary
course of Lenin and Trotsky, who
based ‘the defense of ‘the Soviet

‘class' and the. policy of extend-
Revolution throughout the world,
the Kremlin resorts to sordid
deals with .the .imperialists.
engages in power politics, lies to
only reliable .. ally,.the. workers.
undermine and weaken the real

cilitate the war plans of :the

troit. There are ideal’ fac1lities'
for sports —soft * ball, -boating,
archery, fishing and ‘hiking, and.

as well as amateur the-

the' American colony in' ‘Mexico

ilar to that of Germany during'

Buffalo Cl(i

501ation in the Western Hemis- |
phere—political, miltary, strate--
gic and economie,” he said, “To=- | *
day I know that we have noth-

. Militarization

Thus, on the very first anni-|

“lasting-

Union. on the sympathies and:
struggles of the world working’

ing the October 1917 Socialist |

It

the workers, participates in sec--
ret diplomacy, and alienates its

Such despicable policies serve: to:
defense ‘of the USSR and to fa-.

‘Anglo-American imperialists. . - -

Midwest Vacation School Opens
For Third Season On June 30

. The annuaki Mid-West Vacation School: for workers&- :
which proved so ‘popular in previous summers, has an—' Overlooking - the iake are the
! nounced that it will open for its third year on June 30. The | ‘main dormitory, dining hall, and

1nd1v1dual cabins All the rooms
are clean, light and- airy The
camp is: equipped With all mod-
ern improvements, . including
showers: with hot .and. cold water.
Food is pientiful and well pre-
pared

Attendance at the classes is
voluntary. They are ‘arranged so
that each ¢an be’completed with-
in-one ‘weék, and all ‘are planned
to be particularly useful to ac-
tive unionists -Courses for the
1946 season include The Role and
Funection ' of ‘Trade Unions; An
Introduction to Marxist ‘Eco-
nomics; Lectures on  American
History; What Is Marxism? The
‘History of the Socialist’ Workers
‘Party, The Fourth International
rand Its Orogram

! William Warde, Associate Edi-
tor of The Militant, prominent
educator and lecturer, is in
charge of ‘the’ educational pro-
gram,

Rates are. extremely low; only
$25 a week for adults; '$15 a week
for children up to the age qof 15.
This includes board, lodging, en-
roliment in classes, -use of boats,
atc. - . .

 Reservations should be made
immediately, since" the' camp has
a limited capacity. Those who in-
clude part or ‘full payment with
their “application -will " be given
tirst consideration. Full payment
‘may be made ‘upon arrival at
camp. For advance . reservations
write - to: - & Mid-West Vacation
,School Oscar Coover, Manageér;
‘116 ‘University Place, N. Y 3,
N. Y.

Hits Policy Of

SPECIAL TQ THE ZMILiiAi\T

BUFFALO May 7 <~ The
‘Buffalo CIO Couneil today
went on record against. uni-
'versal conscription .and the
proposed Wwar appropriations
measure. now before. Congress.
Robert Bornholz of the United
_Ofﬁce ‘and Professional Work-
ers moved to condemn universal
conscription and the contempat-
-ed” $8-billion war’ program. In-
‘tense and ‘lively- discussmn fol-
lowed.  All shades of- political
thought were: expressed.
. It was Significant that right at
‘the - outset* many ' conservative
-delegates -wanted the. -motion
' split_in two parts, so they could
vote against conscription while
voting -for the ‘war funds. When
the - motion : - against:. universal
conscription was : finally - consid-
ered alone, it cai;ried unani-
mously! o o
. Some 'of the more conservative
even voted against the “defense
program’” itself, as.the.discussion
brought out the real imperialist

program, The ‘motion’ condémn-
‘ing the war appropriation meas-
ure- carried -about-3:to- 1.

"Weiss,
rall its equipment at top capacity

families

and anti-labor .contenit of this

ore Wages, Oppose Fare

By Al Lynn
(Special to The Mibtant)

LOS ANGELES May 6—More than 4,000 local street car
and bus operators went out on strike this week for higher’
cost of living, halting the en- )

wages to meet the increased

tire Los Angeles “Yellow”" car system.

Open The Books
Say I.os Angeles
Transit Strikers'

(Continued from Page 1)

iously underpaid, especially con-
sidering the constantly rising
cost of living and the fact that
they carry an onerous respon-

sibility as operators of a public:

transit system.,

© “If the Los Angeles: Transit
Lines refuse to grant the strik-
ers’ demands, or claim that they
cannot do so without increasing
fares, then the city should step
in, cancel the company’s fran-
chises, grant the warkers’ de-
mands and operate the system
under the control of the repre-
sentatives of the street car and
bus workers.”

Mrs. Weiss pointed out that-

the proposed fare increases would,
if sanctioned by the State Rail-
road Commission, add an addi~-
tional burden to the already tight
budgets of the workers, who re-

.| present the bulk of the users of

the Yellow cars and buses. These
increases, amounting to. more
than 50 per cent when: coupled
with the proposed - abolitgpn- of
weekly passes and family commu-
tation tickets, would fall most
heavily on the poorest ‘section:of
the city’s population, she: said.
In answer to Mayor Bowron’s
statements on  the strike, Mrs..
Weiss said, “Many. crocodile tears
are being shed for the one mil-
lion people who are deprived of
transportation during this strike
Perhaps. Mayor Bowron and
others who are ‘attempt‘ing to
place the blame for this tie-up
on the workers, would be more |
convincing if they showed a sim-
ilar concern for the .same 'ohe
million people who‘m the profit-
eering street car corporation
proposes to burden with this out-
rageous price increase.”
Taking issue with ‘the com-
pany’s claim that it.was unable
to pay-wage increases without
increased fares, Mrs. Weiss went
on to say: “The gross earnings
of the company, as shown in sta~
tistics given in Moody’s . Public

Utilities, have steadily risen dur- |

ing the war years,” when annual |
gross . profits averaged '.over

$2,000,000, as compared with the

1941 gross of $764,000. Further,
revenue per car-mile hit an alis
time high in 1944.

During the war, said Mrs.
the company operated

— also its employes. “The com-
pany piled up profits at the ex-
pense of the public and ifs over-
worked employes. If now it claims

that it cannot operate if wage.

increases are granted, let’s have
the company’s books opened for
inspection so that the .full facts
may be made public &

Thousands Face
Evictions In

L] | Ll :

Twin Cities
By Winifred Nelson

- (Special to The Militant)
ST. PAUL, Minn., May l——
An estimated 5,000 Minne-
sota families had eviction
notices this week ordering

|them to vacate their homes to-
day. Traditional workers’. holi- |

day, May Day is also-a tradi-
tional moving day, and this May
Day, 1946, is no exception—even
though there is no place but
the” streets for. ejécted tenants
to find another home.

In addition, there are 3,361
in the Twin ~Cities
against whom eviction notices
have been filed since January 1,
and who are “sitting out” the
six-months waiting period before
they have to move. Another 1,000
families in Minneapolis and St.
Paul face dispossession within 30
days for other reasons allowed
under rent control——non-pay-
ment of rent, breach of contract,
and “nuisance” charges brought
by the landlord.

According to a ' Minneapolis
Tribune survey many of the ten-
ants under eviction riotice them-
selves have had to-buy tenant-
occupied homes and have filed
petitions tp have the equally un-
fortunate persons living in these
newly-purchased homes ejected.

OPA for this area reported
that demand for eviction forms
was 80 heavy that, even with an
extra stock on hand, the rent
control - office had -run - out -of
forms. A census just completed
by the Postoffice .Department
here reveals that in St. Paul
alone, 12,467 families need
homes. .

By the overwhelming vote of
3,142 to 31 the workers decided

$1.36 per hour for a 40-hour
week  were not met. The present
rate for operators of  one-man
cars and busses is $1.03 an hour
for 'a 44-hour week. Propore
tionate ” increases were alsg’ de-
manded for the two-man car- op-
erators who -get only 93 centl
: per’ hour :
The company is now offering

$1.15 per hour for the former, but
for a 48-hour week, and with. the
additional proviso that the com-
pany be given an ‘increase in
:fares which are now: 7 and 10
cents. 3

'I'his unjustified move for 3
fare increase ‘is being:backed up
by the U.S. Labor -Department

suggested that such an increase
might allow the-company to meet
the demands although it might
take a little time to get : the in-
crease approved )

which has long been’ obsolete and
dangerous, - . employing - insuffi-
cient labor and overcrowding .its
‘vehicles, the company has: been
‘making a fortune. s

LINES DECREPIT

_The entire transportation sys-
tem of Los: Angeles is extremely

may have to make changes’ to
any: . one; ‘of a ‘dozen different

an’ exciise “to coliect extra fares.

'I‘ransit Lines, which owns the
system, is controlled by the Phil-
lips” Oil "Company, .a subsidiary
of Standard Ofl, by the Firestone
Tire and Rubber Co. and General
Motors. . The Bank of America.,
largest bank in the U. 8, acccrd-
ing to figures released’ this week,
also. has ‘a big. finger in: the - pie.

Women lead
First Strike At
Toledo champion

By Harold Josephs
(Speczal To The Militant)

TOLEDO 0., May 1—,—Four
hundred women  workers of
"the Champion Spark Plug
Company here lead a recent
strike’ against  intolerable
working conditions — the: first
strike- in 'the company’s history.

Local union‘legders, peeved bee
cause they had not beén’ consults
éd, refused to support the strike,
Strike action was approved by &
strike vote, but the shop com-
miittee, riddled with company
'stooges, refused to take responsi-
bility for the strike.

The recent 18% cent wage iri-
crease was -granted, ‘but was
tacked to. impossibly high pro-
duction: quotas.- Failure -to meet
production. meant-no increase in

came. 'a’ speed-up of: the sweat-
shop variety. i

‘At least four women have ‘suf«
fered complete mental and nerv-
ous -breakdowns. At almost any
time, crying. women can be found
in washrooms — women who
break down under the strain of
trying to meet the inhtiman. pro-
duction - quotas.

All. this, while - Frank Strana-
han, Jr., son of the Champions
president tours the’ country by
air, playing in - amateur golt
tournaments, -his. expenses paid
by:the toil.of ‘slave-driven wom-
en workers.

.However, through }'the mili-
tancy of the 400 women, some

the leadets‘of the first strike in
Champion’s - history. . -

They. succeeded. in- getting:a
10. cent per hour increase with
no strings attached, the remain-
der- of the 18% cents still Ybeing
tacked to the production quotas,
which were .dropped 10 per_cent.

. The Champion. ‘workers’ strike,

it was, marked a turning point.in
their history. They have - become
conscious. of the united fighting
spirit they must show in. order
to keep the company from m—
ing them still lower.

.The recent example of milltant
strike action exhibited by - the
great industrial unions has stir-
red. even these. most exploited
women workers. in - the backwash

ion . stewards think it -is. thejr
duty-to stooge for the company.

e

of the labor movement where un-

forkers In Los Anyeles
Rise

to go out if their demands for -

Conciliator, E. H. Fitzgerald, who.

By operating with equipment‘

decrepit and- disorganized Riders :

lines, which gives the company_

pay.. Along with the increase

concessions were ‘won, constitut- -,
ing a great-victory for them as "

@

&

-
as short and as unorganized. as
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