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Growing Strength
Shown At SWP’s

Approaching‘ Depression Heralds Social Crisis; ¢

Capﬂ'ahsm in U. S. Is Doomed, Delegates Hold

By Joseph Hansen
In the largest gathering yet heéld by the American
Trotskyist movement, 117 voting . delegates, T0 alternates
and 33 fraternal delegates of the Socialist Workers Party
and 190 registered visitors convened in Chicago from Nov.

15 to Nov. 18 to deliberate on problems of the coming so-
cialist revolution in the United States.

This Twelfth National Convention of the American
Trotskyists registered the growth, strength and vitality of

the Socialist Workers Party.
Eighteen years ago, the rep-
resentatives of revolutionary
socialism in America were but
a small handful. They had been
expelled from the Communist
(Stalinist) Party for the “‘crime”
of supporting Lenin’s and Trot-
sky’s program of building world
socialism as the only possible
way to end unemployment im-
perialist war and fascism.

Now these few heroic pioneer
Trotskyists had the satisfaction

of seeing how the ideas they.

represented 18 years ago have
attracted the most militant, far-
sighted American workers,

At the Chicago Convention the
410 participants came from all
the major industrial regions .of
the United States, a total of 41
branches of the SWP belng rep-
resented.

Militant activists from all the
major trade unions were pres-
ent—Steel, Auto, Rubber, Rail-
road, Maritime, Packinghouse
Workers, and so on down the
list.

All colors were represented -at
this - convention, The warm
comradeship among the delega-
tes showed how completely the
Socialist Workers Party carries
out in practice what it preach-
es in theory about racial and
national equality., The. conven~
tion gave a preview .of future
socialist society where all color
lines, all national and race pre-
judices will have disappeared.

James P. Cannon, National
Secretary of the Socialist York-
ers Party and founder of Amer-
ican Trotskyism, opened the
convention with a tribute to the
fallen martyrs of our cause.

(Continued on Page 5)
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CSU Leaders
Arrested In
Studio Strike
By Harry Thompson

LOS. ANGELES, Nov. 23—
The entire top leadership of
the striking Conference of Stu-
dio Unions was arrested last
Monday morning, and indicted
by the County Grand Jury on
chargses .. conspiracy to attack
wi~ a deadly weapon, conspir-
acy to obstruct administration
of thé laws, and unlawful assem-
bly. CSU leaders were charged
with three counts of felony and
two of misdemeanor

charges filed, the entire union
' movement could be attacked as
a “conspiracy.”

Trial -has been set for Jan. 7.
Meanwhile CSU leaders are out
on bail of $5,000 each.

To date, aproximately 1,500
CSU strikers have been arrest-
ed and charged with assault and
buttery and violation . of * court
injunction agains., picketing.
The 893 arrested at Columbia
studio: ‘'on Nov. 14 began a hun-
ger strike in jail, but their ac-
tion was quickly ended by the
bailing-0  procedure.

Toward the end of the seven-
month studio strike last year, a
Souithern ~California Conference
was set up by AFL, CIO and
Railroad Brotherhoods to aid
the strikers. Interest in the Con-
ference died when the strike
ended. Now . the arrests in the
new strike make a united labor
conferzncesdoubly necessary,

I p4¥s of the type of |

f American Tro tsI{ylsm
12th National Convention

0

Of Big Bu

©

Answering The Injunction

Cl0 Oil Workers
Win Sliding Scale
Wage Clause

The CIO Oil Workers In-

INERS DEFEND
LL AMERICAN WORKER

Challenge Combined Attack

Nov. 25 — The bltter battle between the nation’s 400,000 striking soft j
coal miners and Wall Street’s government is rapidly developlng into .the"’

(10 Delegates

T —y

Open Wage Drlve,

Reject Red- Baiting Witch Hunt

By Art Preis ‘
(Militant Staff Reporter)

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J Nov 22 — The Eighth Constltutmnal ‘Convention of the
Congress of Industrial Orgamzatmns which. this afternoon concluded its five-day, dehb—

erations at the Chelsea Hotel’s Westminister Hall here, again demonstrated that the

CIO represents.the most progressive sector of the Amencan trade union movement.. -

The more: than 600 delegates®
from 40 international unions and

280 state and:local CIO councils
devoted their main- attention to
the basic  problems' of - Ameri-
can labor, particularly the issue
of higher wages to meet the soar-
ing cost of living.

At the same time, while adopt-
ing an ambiguous anti-commun-
ist statement, the convention re-

Fmal anesota Returns--
11,421 Votes For Carlson

By V. R. Dunne
- ST. PAUL, Nov. 25——Fma1 and official figures for the

Minnesota elections give the

Socialist Workers Party a 31

per cent higher vote than in the previous election. Grace

Carlson, SWP
candidate for
U. 'S. Senator
received 11,421
votes; Warren
Creel, candi-
date for Third
District Con-
gressman, 1325
votes; Dorothy
schu]tz candi> G ce Carlson
date for Fourth District Con-
gressman, 1138 votes.

Because of Minngsota elec--
tion regulations, the SWP can-

didates could not appear on the
ballot under the party’s own
name. Revolutionary Workers
Party was the ballot designation.
By voting for our candidates,
thousands of Minhesota work-
ers and farmers indicated their
conscious and militant opposi-
tion to capitalist politics. The
SWP candidates were the only
opponents .of the Republican and
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Part-
ies for these -posts.

In 1940, Grace Carlson receiv-
ed 8,761 votes as the party’s sen-

atorial candidate. At that time,

the ballot designation was Trot-
skyist Anti-War Party. A com-

. parison of the 1940 SWP vote

with that received this year

®

shows that the party gained
numerically in 67 of the state’s
87 counties. )

In terms of the percentage of
the total vote cast the SWP
gain is even more impressive.
The SWP Senatorial candidate
received approximately one and
one-half per cent of the total
vote cast in this election. In 1940,
the SWP vote was only about
one-half of one per cent of the
total vote. )

Greatest gains for the Socialist
Workers Party candidates were
recorded in the areas where the
special Minnesota election edi-
tion of The Militant had been
distributed.

Chief centers of distribution
were the working class neigh-
borhoods of St. Paul, Minnea-
polis, Duluth and other indus-
trial towns in the state. Grace
Carlson received 1,851 votes in

Hennepin County (Minneapo-
lis): 1,442 votes in Ramsey
County (St. Paul); 1,421 votes

in -St. Louis County (Duluth and
the Iron Range).

Other. areas of distribution
were South St. Paul, Austin and
Winona, packinghouse centers;
st clc®d, a railroad division
point and center of the granite

quarrying industry; Willmar,
center of the radical Farm Holi-
day movement of the Thirties;
Red Wing, noted for its extensive
pottery manufacturing plants. In
these and other smaller indus-
trial towns, where the Minne-
sota election edition of The Mili-
tant had been distributed, not-
able gains were recorded for the
SWP candidates. A total of 30,-
000 Militants was distributed
during the campaign. ‘

Four radio -broacasts were
made by the SWP candidates.
Each of the candidates spoke
over the. Twin - City st~ "=~
WMIN. A special broadcast was
arranged for our senatorial can-
didate on KWLM at Willmar,

In addition to speaking at the
several election rallic held in
the St. Paul and Minneapolis
h quarters of the party, our
candidates also spoke. *. ny
other 'nterested groups.. Among

these were: the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
e cd- - People; the Wesley

Foundation on the University
Campus; the Minnesota Confer-
ence of Women'’s Clubs; the Am-
erican Veterans Committee; the
Camphor Church' Forum.
Through press releases sent
t ¢.lly and w'eekly“'n“ :APers
t". cughout Miinesota by C. K.
Johnson, campaign - manager,
widesy .2ad- publicity was given
to the Socializt Workers Party
campaign in all parts of the state.

W

jected the insidious demand by
Big Business and its government
agents that the CIO divert- its
energies into an internal witch-
hunf against militant and radi-
cal workers.

Although the convention was
composed largely of the top cir-
cles of the CIO and did not re-
flect the real militancy and de-
mocratic spirit of the CIO ranks,
the leaders were forced to recog-
nize and make concessions to the
progressive sentiment of the CIO
membership. ‘

For weeks before the conven-
tion the'capitalist press had been
hopefully predicting that the
CIO Convention would launch a
red-baiting purge of “commun-
ists.” The keynote address by
CIO President Philip Murray. at
the opening session last Monday
morning, contained- no reference
to “communists.” _

. He stressed at the very start
of his remarks that “without
doubt the most important consid-
erations to be presented to the
convention will be the economic

CIO Adopts Many

Progressive Demands

ATLANTIC CITY, Nov, 22
- The CIO convention here
has adopted strong resolu-
tions on vital social and poli--
tical  questions, condemning
racial dxscrlmmatlon - anti-
Semitlsm universal military
conscription, atomic warfare,
- occupation. troops, etc.

The convention called for
vigorous action against lynch-
ers, the passage of a Fair Em-
ployment Practices Act and a
Federal Antl-Lynchmg Law.
It demanded that the Amer-
ican governmént open the
doors of this country to home-
less Jewish refugees. It called
for discontinuation of the
stockpiling of atomic bombs;
condemned compulsory mili-
tary ' conscription: and de-
manded the withdrawal of
American troops from China.

man, SWP
‘candidate for
Governor, - has

or wage aspects.” In. a ‘bhstermg
attack on Big Business profiteers,
Murray pointed out that cor-
porate profits are piling up. at
the rate of 15 billion dollars an-
nually, an unprecedented profit,
a higher profit than. ever exper-
ienced at any time in the his-
tory of American business.”

He showed that at the same
time, for example, the wage of
an average steel worker, in terms
of real purchasing power, “is

‘|the Sinclair Oil Company. Ne-

ternational Union, which led
off last year’s great strike
wave for wage increases to
make up for loss in take-home
pay, last week signed the first
major contract in American in-
dustry providing a' sliding scale
of wages, automatically rising
with the cost of living.

The contract was signed with

gotiations with other large cor-
porations, including Standard
Oil, are nearing completion,

- The new Sinclair contraét pro-
vides a flat increase of 18 cents
per hour to compensate for in-,
creases in living costs which oc-
curred in the nine months end-
ing Sept. 30, 1946. To prevent
this raise from being whittled
away by further increases in
living costs, the contract includes
an escalator clause.

Undér this clause, wages will
be reviewed every three months,
If the cost-of-living index of the
‘Bureau of Labor Statistics shews"
an increase of three per cent or
more in the preceding quarter-
year, an equivalent increase will
be given the oil workers. If prices
should go down, wages cannot
be reduced below the basic rate
intluding the new 18-cent raise.

The contract runs for one
year, from. Oct. 41, 1946. At the
end of the first quarter, Jan. 1,
1947, an additional three per
cent raise is expected. )

Basing the escalator clause
upon government figures is a
weakness, because the BLS is
notorious for understating the
actual rise in living-costs. How-
ever, even with this defect, the
escalator clause provides far
greater protection for the main-
tenance of living standards than
a flat increase alone. )

The principle of the sliding
scale of wages has long been ad-
vocated by The Militant and the
Socialist Workers Party as the
only immediate effective answer
to the consequences of inflation.
The Sinclair contract represents

(Continued on Page 2)

a historic step forward.

from New Jersey’s 21 coun-

ist Workers Party has suc-
ceeded in rolling
up the high-
est- minority
vote in the
state. Total vote
for Alan Kohl-

climbed to 9,829 °
or more than

the combined
vote of the Alan Kﬂhlman

Communist, Socialist and So-

| cialist Labor- Party candidates.

Kohlman’s vote registers a new
high in SWP electoral results in
New Jersey. George Breitman,
SWP candidate for U. S. Sena-
tor, rolled up 4,978 votes. -
The difference in votes bhe-
tween Kohlman' and Breitman
is - attributed to the fact that
Breitman had the most :unfa-
vorable position in ‘the Senator-
ial column on the ballot. Despite
that, Breitman’s vote was seven
times greater than' the number
he received for the same office
in 1942. Kohlman’s vote was four
times greater than that. of the
Stalinist candidate for Governor.
'In the 11th Congressional Dis-

triet, William E. Bohannon se-
, - oy

Highest Minority Vote In N. J.
Goes To Trotskyist Candidate

NEWARK, Nov. 25—Returns.

ties indicate that the Social-.

cured 300 votes while in the
Hague stronghold of the 13th
District, Arlene Phillips receiv-
ed 1,720 votes, more than five
times the vote for her Stalinist
opponent.

These election totals are a fit-
ting climax to the SWP’s hard-
hitting state campaign. With
tremendous ‘enthusiasm and de-
termination, the -New Jersey
Party waged a broadscale cam-
paign on many fronts; street
meetings in the neighborhoods,
election rallies, five radio broad-
casts, over 55,000 pieces of print-
ed literature, scores of news re-
leases to the -daily and Negro
press and numerous state- wide
mailings.

More important than the vote
was the fact that the program
of the Socialist Workers Party
was carried to at least 100,000
-people, that scores of new friends
were made for the Party, and
that recruitment to the Party
doubled during the election cam-
paign.

The election campaign thus
becomes 8 stepping stone to fur-
ther growth of the SWP, to in-
tensified activity both in - the
mass movement and the legisla-
tive field in order to fight for
the interests of New Jersey work-
ers against the new Republican
administration.

siness, Government-s ‘

most crucial struggle ever faced by Amerlcan !
labor. ,
On one side are arrayed not only the mllltant
mine workers, but the entire trade union move-:
ment of 15,000,000 workers. Both the AFL and"
CIO have issued public denunc1at10ns of the in-
{amous federatlh m]unc ation of the UMW contract with
ion against e mine | " royman administration, but
strike, : Inot even to mention that the
On the oth- co. tract mizght be terminated at.
er side it is any time In the future.
the most com- The judge’s order claimed that
plete mobili - any announcement of the ters
zation of the mination would result in strike
capitalist class because “it is the announced’
and its gov- practice of the members of the
ernment ag- United Mine Workers of Amer=
encies ever ica to refuse to work while there"
witnessed in a is no contract in effect”’—said re=-
strike. fusal censtituting in the opinion
The federal government, ‘cli- of the class-biased judge, an “il= .
maxing its unprecedented strike- legal strike.” :
breaking campaign, is threaten-| "geqqe he did not bow: to this-
ing savage reprisal against AFL| ;o001 injynction, issued in clear
United Mine Workers President | o 1otion of the Norris-LaGuar=:
John L. Lewis for refusing 0} g, anti-Injunction Act, Lewis.
surrender the rights of the toil-| ¢ ..o possible _imprisonment. for

mg miners. an indefinite term and fines
.day Lewis was hailed before amounting to as much as $200 -
a = ngaroo court in' Washington, 000,

D.C., .here Federal Judge T.
Alan Goldsborough, acting as the MINERS DETERMINED .
But the issue will not be set-

judicial agent for Big Business ;

;nc& the rich coal operators, ord- | tled in tlle courts. The deter=:

ered the miners’ leader to stand | mined miners, who began walk-.

tri.l on Nov. 27 for alleged con- | ing out of the pits days before.
.| the. deadline- of th. restraining

sterpt of - court. - SN L.
?l’;is “contempt” conslsted of order, have made clény their
stand: “You ocan’t mine coal

Lewis’s failure to comply with | st . i
the most fantastic strikebreak- w%h ithtlllnctions: S,

nction to issue from a ven the vampire pxess s -
ety ing after Lewis’s blood, is ex=.

f eral court. This injunction A g
was ordered by Judge Goldsbor- | pressing fear that th_rewmg Lew-,
is into jail will make him a “mar-_ .

ough on Nov. 18. It cemmand- ‘ !
¢ Lewis not merely to w1thdraw tyr” and make the miners more
(Continued on Page 2) '

Ilnited Labor Action
Is The Watchword!

[ L3
An Editorial |
Big Busmess and its whole government apparatus”
have unleashed a “fight to the finish” against the heroic
coal miners. This savage assault is aimed - not merely
at crushing the miners—they have been selected only as’
the first victims for the capitalists’ legal chopping block,:
It is clear that Wall Street is mobilizing its govern-
mental and judicial forces for a full-scale war on all ors
ganized labor. By crushing the miners, the American
plutocracy hopes to blunt the spearhead of-the devel~
oping drive of all labor for wage: xincreases to meet the
soaring cost of living.
If the government’s infamous mjunctmn against the
miners is not smashed, if John L. Lewis and other mine:
union leaders are victimized for defending the worke
ers’ interests, then the judicial knife will be .sharpened’
for every section of labor, for every militant leader.
More—much more—is at stake in this crucial strug-
gle than the immediate just demands of the miners. Ime
periled are the most fundamental rights of every worke
ing man and woman—the right to strike and freedom
from legal persecution by corporation-dominated, class—- '
biased courts.and. judges.
Both the AFL and CIO leaders recognize the decisive
importance of this struggle. They have sharply denounced
the government’s use of injunction against the miners. -
For the first time in more than a decade the whole Amere
ican labor movement—15,000,000 streng—stands united on
one great issue. Truman’s injunction must be smashed.
But more than words and verbal protests are needed.
It is not enough to deplore and condemn the government’s
strikebreaking moves.. These arfogant moves must not be
taken lightly. The American money-bags are clearly de= -
termined to break the miners as the first step in break-
ing the whole labor movement,
Action is needed—united militant labor action on a, ;
scale this country has never before witnessed. The full,
concerted power of the organized American working class
must be speedily®*mobilized and- hurled into the battle.
A mighty counter-offensive must be immediately unlodsed
that will drive the jackals of capitalist reaction to flighti:
To that end, as the CIO United Auto Workers proposed
months ago, a National United Conference of Labor—rep~
resenting every trade uynion body in America—must be
immediately convened in Washington.
Its first duty would be to draft and set into motion
a fighting program of united labor action to give the only
effective answer to the united assault of big capital on,
‘the coal miners.
United labor action is_the watchword of the hour!

The union ranks must demand that labor leaders act nowl
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" March of last year” despite the

won last February.

The main discussion on wage
policy was based on the Wages
~ resolution which declared; “there
is no imediate prospect that run-
away prices will be checked.” It
concluded:

“While profits soar the work-
_ ers’ share of the national income
. -steadily declines. Millions of Am-
erican workers today find theme
- selves totally unable to meet &
budget providing for minimum
necessities of living. This situa-
tion can only result in -an early

sion as in 1929 with the atcoms
' panying human misery.: and
chaos. Under present conditions
1t ‘i therefore imperative  that.
American industry in -collective
bargaining give substant:al Wage
increases.”

ite lack of an effective program

the - demand for “substantial
wage increases.” Murray himself

lengthy appeal to the rapacious
corporations to “Come -on; be
decent, be gentlemen, sit around
the bargaining table . .. in the
spirit of good faith.” At the same
time he sought to apbease the
~employers with the assurance
that “there is no threat of stnke
in the offing.”

' WAR-CHEST ASKED
The only hint from any CIO

leader of the need to prepare
for | & concerted nation-wide

" Walter Reuther, He proposed
war chest “of about 10 or 12
million dollars” and added “that
any CIO union making a fight
in these basic’ struggles could
know that they had that whole

. war chest behind them.”

other CIO leader pressed for a
- program of unified action, al-
though the nearness of great
- strike struggles was emphasized
by Herbert March, a leader of
the United Packinghouse Work-
ers, March advised the conven-
“tion: ‘
“1t is indeed a tragedy when
- the people who produce the meat
and meat products of the na-
tion are in a position today to
eat very little but neck bones and

~ them.
- “So I say to you that we of
the packinghouse industry ‘are

& very few days. We will prose-

and we call upon all of you in
this great organization for your
support in our attempt. to estab-

packinghouse workers.”

OIL WORKERS - \

The most important contribu-
tion to the wage discussion was
the speech by O. A. Knight, pres-

tional Union. Knight described
- the sliding scale of wages clause
the OWIU had just won from the
Sinclair Oil Co., in addition to a
flat 18-cent an hour raise in the
basic wage scale.
* “During recent days,” Knight
reported, “we have reached a
wage agreement with & major
oil company somewhat different
from the pattern we usually fol-
low in that it provides, for & tem=
porary period, upward afid ‘down-

" upon-the cost of living.

of the company receive; an up-
ward adjustment. of 18 cents an
hour effective as of and retro-
.. active to Oct. 1, 1946, That meéars,
that all employes affected will
. immediately receive
mately $43 back pay. If the cost
of living increases, additional
upward = adjustments will  be

ward movements of wages based_’ itself in diabolical pursuits. That

. made, based upon the amount

v ( Continued from Page 1)
$13.20 less today than it was in

1815-cent an hour wage boost

and inevitable economic: depres-:

“This resolution fell short ‘in.

of united action .to implement |

concluded the discussion with a-

show-down struggle was given by
 United Auto Workers President

that the convention initiate a|.

But ‘neither Reuther nor: any

spare ribs, if they can afford‘

' facing & crisis in’' the matter of

cute it to the best of our ability

lish a decent living wage for the |

. ident of the Oil Workers Interna-

“Under this plan all employes’

!

approxi- |

‘pressmn to a single, .

of increase in the cost of living
index and with no ceiling on up-
ward adjustments.”

Knight made it plain that any
downward adjustments may not
go below the basic wage scale,
including . the 18-cent increase.
“It has been ‘made clear to the
companies “with “whom : we 'atre
,dealing now,” Knight emphasiz-

, “that we will never get our-
selves in position where we can-
not continue to improve the
stendard’ of living of the work-
ers we. represent.”

Immediately following nght’
talk, Joseph Curran, President

_of the National Maritime Union,

rose to make & veiled ‘attack on

wages principle, He demagogical-
1y declared thak “if we tie our-
selves too closely to that kind
of ' theory  we-will find that our

static.”
CUBRAN’S -DISTORTION
Curran, who despite differ-
ences -with -the Stalinist leaders
in the NMU is still rutining in-
terference for the Communist
Party. in the trade unions, delib-
erately distorted the clear mean-
ing of Knight’s remarks. Knight
had -showed that the oil work-
‘ers have not only won another
substantial wage increase but
have fully protected that increase
from those further inflationary
price rises that the CIO resolu-
tion itself stated are “inevitable.”
“"In putting yp Curran to at-
tack the sliding scale of wages,

‘the ~Stalinists revealed them-

selves as among the most con-
servative forces in the conven-
tion. They took the lead in op-
posing the most progresswe wage
demands,

The question of “communism,”
which the reactionary press had
hoped would be the central is-
sue of the convention, was dis-
missed in a half hour during the
first afternoon session, It was a.
dead duck. thereafter.

Under the proddings of reac-

ttionary red-baiters. led by the

Social-Democrats and the Asso-
ciation of Catholic Trade Union-
ists, Murray introduced an ambi-
guous
that said “we resent and reject
efforts of the Communist Party
or -other political parties and
their adherents to interfere in
the affairs of the CIO.”

Instead of fighting this conces-
sion to the red-baiters and de-
manding a forthright condem-

Inatipn of red-baiting ,in any

form, the Stalinists made a be-

: hmd-the-scenes deal with Mur-

ray. Three well-known Stalin-
ist leaders — Benjamin Gold, of
the Fur, Workers; Michael Quill,
of the Transport Workers; and
Abram Flaxer, of the TUnited
Public Workers — were part of
the six-man commiftee which
drafted the declaration. A num-
ber of Stalinist heads of CIO un-
ions are on the:5l-man CIO
Executive Board that unanimous-
1y endorsed the declaration,

In presenting the declaration
to the convention, Murray em-
phasized, that “there is no,pro-
seribed legislation contained in
the document” and that “it
should not be misconstrued to be
a repressive measure.” He added:
“I am definitely opposed to any
form of repression in this move-
ment of ours.There should be
no misunderstanding about thatt
coe I6 does not convey the im-
sohtary
member ‘of this ‘Union that this
organization is going  to engage

.must hot be resorted to.”
Murray “conicluded his  state-
ment by calling for an immediate
rismg vote for the decharation
was ‘significant that a score ‘or
more-of delegates remamed seat-
ed.: When he called for opposi-~
‘tion votes,” the convention was
surprised to observe two well-
known Communist Party follow=-

ers'in the National Maritime Un-

the progressive 8§liding scale of’

standard of hving w1ll remam'

“Declaration’ of Policy™ |.

(IO Convention Demands “Substantial”
Wage Rise; Rejects Political Witch-Hunts

?ion, Joseph Stack and Howard

McKenzie, break party disci-
pline. and. vote. against the de-
claration.

As ‘the delegates were start-

ing to leave for- the adjoumment

a group of Stalinist hacks headed |. '
by Joseph Selly of the:American |

Communications . Association

rushed over to Stackand Mec- | §

Kenzie in the middlé of the con-
vention floor ahd began to har-
-angue them publicly. Under this
pressure, McKenzie rushed up to
the ' platform -and button-holed
Murray, who called -the conven-
tion to.order afnd announced
that the two dissefiting votes
weré withdrawn. and the state-
ment adopted “unanimously.”
But the score- of abstentions
and the demonstratlon of Stack
and McKenzie had revealed deep
opposition right in thé Commun-
ist Party ranks to the cowardly
capitulation of = the = Stalinist
leaders .to the red-baiters as ex-
pressed in the “declaration of
Policy.” '
From this point on, however,
the only attempt to inject red-
baiting into the convention was
made by the Social-Democrat
Jack - Altman, of the Retalil,

Wholesale and Department Store |

Employes Union. But even Mur-
ray squelched him when he tried
to swing the convention into an
anti~ Soviet attack.

In fact, the most spontaneous
ovation of the convention was
accorded the guest speaker, A.
F. Whitney, President of the
Brotherhood of Railroad Train-
men, who made a stirring appeal
for union militancy and exposed
red-baiting as the instrument of
the bosses to divide labor.

WHITNEY SITES DEBS
Whitney stated that when-
ever “a large section of industry
sees a threat to its profits or un-
checked power,” ‘it resorts to the
“red” issue to divide and weak-
en labor, He evoked thunderous

‘applause.when he reminded the

‘convention that “one of the most
magnetic labor leaders this coun-
try has ever known was Eugene
V. Debs,” the great socialist anti-
war fighter.

He concluded: “I speak to you
out of a lifetime of experience.
Do not let this issue divide you.
If you do, labor will be set back
many years in its struggle to
achieve dignity and security and
freedom for the average man
and woman, Your energies and
your militancy will be consumed
in a futile witch hunt. The stag-
gering load of economic and so-
cial misery on your back will
g¥ow heavier.

“Stick by your demands for
the settlement of grievances and
for the recognition of your rights
as free men. Do not allow, your-
selves to become the tools of Fags-
cists or reactionary forces.’

One of the most important re-
solutiéns adopted by the conven-
tion attacked the federal gov-
ernment’s use of “a sweeping in-
junction against the United Mine
Workers of America.” This ac-
tion was declared a ‘“clear viola-
tion ~of the Norris-LaGuardia
Act. No anti-labor injunctions
can dispose of the problems now
confronting workers who - see
their earnings shrink before the
fast-rising cost of living. Amer-
ican democracy cannot tolerate
any attempt to impose economic
slavery through vicious anti-la-
bor injunctions.”

_This statement was introduced
and - adopted, however, without
any discussion. The CIO ideaders
refrained from any comment on
the crucial strugele now unfold-
ing between the miners and the

government and made no direct |

appeal “to. the  CIO members to
rally in full support of the bat-
tling miners.

At the very tail-end of the con-

vention, with Murray pushing for
an.early adjjournment, the vital
question of political action was
introduced. The resolution tried
to minimize the defeat suffered

T

Mail This Coupon With 50c For A 6-Month Subscription To

THE MII.ITANT

- A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER = .
~ 116 UNIVERSITY PLACE, NEW YORK 3, N. v.

' Pubhshed in the interests of the working people.
The only newspaper in this country that tells the
truth a¥out labors struggles for a better world

You may start my subscrlption to The Mshtant for 6 months
] enclose 50 cents (coin or stamps)

/

Send me The Militant at your regular rate of $I for 12 months.k
1 englose ...l (coin, stamps or Money Order) a.

[n B

Name o, s
(Please Print) -
§treef Ae'
City.. s POStal ZONGwvccarsrcrmmen
State . e gl o T

y

Miners

Three-of the thousands of miners who left work 24 hours
before the strike. deadline, in answer to Truman’s injunction
proceedings against John L. Lewis. The picture was taken
at a Pennsylvania mine, as the men ate lunch before leaving

the pits.

Walk Out

Federated P1ctures

Mine Strikers Defend
nghts 0f All Labor

(Continued from Page 1)

stubborn than ever in defense of
their rights. They are offering
the court sideline advice about
how to cripple the mine union
with staggering fines without
inciting them to prolonged re-

i)lstance by imprxsonmg thelr ;

resident.

GOVERNMENT ROLE

Never/ has the government
shown its capitalist class char-
acter more completely in - a
strike,

To begin - with, the Truman
administration last May 21 tried
to break a ‘seven - week mine
strike- by seizing the soft coal
mines. But the administration
was forced to grant major con-
cessions to. the miners. The op-
erators refused to sign a con-
tract embodying recommenda-
tions approved by the govern-
ment. But nothing happened to
them. . -Their ﬁroﬁts continued
and swelled

Actually government operation
was a fiction designed to cloak
the operators with the protection
of the American flag. As the
N. Y. Times, Nov. 24, described
it: “American flags were hoist-
ed over the tipples; officials of

the mining companies were des-

ignated as Government officers
in charge of the mines and min-
ing areas. These were the only
gigns of the Government’s rule.”

" The terms of tde government’s
contract were systematically vi-
olated by the mine officials act-
ing as government agents. Wash-
ington fronted for them. - On
top of that, skyrocketing prices
in the company stores quickly
wiped out the miners’ wage
gal. .. . '

On Oct. 21, prior to the na-
tional- elections, the UMW re-
quested the administration  to
reopen’ the contract. This was
clearly within the terms of the
contract as taken over in' part
from the previous contract with
the mine owners.

Only with the threat of strlke
on Nov. 1, did the government,
acting for. the coal operators,

‘condescend t6 meet with the

UMW comm1ttée and discuss the

.question.

On Nov. 15, with the election

by the Democratic Party as “in
no sense a landslide” and’ that
“gaesmall shift in the vote” could
have changed the result,

It ¢omplained about the mil-
liofis .of voters who stayed away
from the polls to “express their
dissatisfaction”, and the others
who “were misled by the dema-
gogy of the Republican high
command into voting indiscrim-
inately against the candidates of
the party in power.” It concluded
with the old bankrupt policy of
urging the CIO members to work
for. “progressive candidates” of
the capitalist parties in 1947 and
1948

“Jack Kroll, chairman of the

CIO Political Action Committee,
advocated that PAC work harder
in the next Democratic primaries
to ensure the nomination of more
“progresswe” Democrats.
Murray, obviously anxious to

| forestall any real discussion of
political action, hurriedly closed

debate while a number of dele-
gates were frantically frying to
secure the . floor.  ‘Among these
wete several who this reporter
knows were - anxious to present
proposals for the formation of
an independent labor party.

ling words whecn he announced

‘man became a “lion.”

campaign out of the way and
the results recorded, Truman felt
he had nothing to lose politically
by getting “tough.” He an-
nounced there would be no re-
opening of the contract.

The mine workers had no
choice but to announce the ex-
piration of the contract on Nov.
20. This could only mean the
beginning of a nation-wide coal
strike because of the fraditional
position of the miners, “No con-
tract, no work!” )

The Pendergast machine’s man
in the White House had scur-
ried in retreat before the price
demands of the- profiteers and
monopolists. An entire nation
had heard his nervous, stumb-

his unconditional surrender to
the meat trust-over’the: radio:-

But now, when it came 10 ¢ giv-
ing justice to the mlners, “Tru-
He puffed
out his - size-34 political chest
and announced on Nov. 17 from
his warm vacation retreat down
in Florida that ‘“we will fight
Lewis on all fronts.” He com-
manded the miners to remaln in
the pi.s and scab.

At the ‘same time, Attorney
General Tom C. Clark, acting
under orders .;om Truman and
armed with affidavits from the
heads of eight government de-
partments including the War and
Navy Departments, went into
Judge Goldborough’s court to ob~
tain a restraining order, ,This
was promptly granted.

The government also an-
nounced it was preparing to pro-
ceed against Lewis and all other
UMW leaders under the Smith-
Connally anti-strike law. The
precedent for the use of this law
was set: last year in the case of
William Patterson, a Pennsyl-
vania mine worker who was jailed
for six months as the first vie-
tim of this infamous law. Only
The Militant came out in de-
fense of Patterson in a nation-
wide campaign. The union lead-
ers, including Lewis, were silent.

A terrific drive was opened up
by the government to intimidate
the miners and arouse public
hysteria against them. The ODT
announced the curtailment of,
train service by 25 per cent. Con-
gressional leaders raised a howl
for new anti-labor laws.. A
“brown-out” was ordered in the
major cities. The vulture press
spread scare-heads about “25,-
000,000 workers to face unem-
ployment in coal crisis.” '

QUIT PITS

But the injunction and threas
against their leader evoked only
bitter anger among the miners.
By the day before the contract

miners had quit the pits in de-
fiance of the capitalist govern-
ment.

‘A battle has been joined that
will- spell tremendous
quences for-American labor. A
defeat for the miners would be
a disastrous blow to the Amer-
ican werking class. A victory
would pave the way for effective
struggle by all orgamzed labor
for higher wages to protect the
workers’ standard of living.

- AKRON

Turkey Dinner

Sunday, Dec. 8, 5 p.m.
Socialist Workers Party

conse=~'

enraged because these men
work without a contract. The
coupon-clippers and sweaters
of labor shrieked in chorussthat
the miners ought to be herded
back into the pits by armed force
if necessary.

~This pack of capitalist wolves
was headed by millionaire Sen-
ator Harry F. Byrd, who sent
a telegram to ‘L'ruman calling for
all-out war against the miners
and ‘warning against any “ap-
peasement.” This descendant of.
the slave-owning Byrds of Vir-
ginia thinks he’s back in the
18th century and that the coal
miners are his chattel slaves.
Backing up Byrd was W. Ave-
rell Harriman, Truman’s new
Secretary of Commerce. This
railroad magnate and financier,
who belongs to one of America’s
60 richest families, hypocritical-
ly moans about the tragic con-
sequences of the miners’ walk- |
out. But thesé same representa-
tives of the rich have never
concerned themselves about the
tragic consequences of the daily
toil of the mine workers.

COST IN LIVES

The coal miners pay an ap-
palling price in life and limb for
the rhillions of tons of coal they
produce each year. Coal mining
is the most laborious and dang-
erous of all industries, There
are from five to ten times more
accidents in the American coal
mines than in any other occup-
ation.

From 1906 to 1945 an average
of 1,981 men were killed in Am-
erican coal mines each year -——
a total of 77,259 murdered for
profits - in the past 39 years!

of totally disabled, permanent-
ly partially disabled and tempo-
rarily disabled totalled 1,004,524,
Read through the entire cap-
italist press and you will not find
a word about this terrible toll
exacted by greed from the Am-
erican coal miners. Listen to the
sleek senators and spokesmen
for the plutocrats in high gov-
ernment offices—and you would
never know that the mine work-
ers have violence and sudden
death as their constant com-
panions. .

This same press keeps mum
about the tens of billions in pro-
fits made by the coal barons
and the corporations, while it
howls about the “high” pay of
the miners. To make ends meet
the miners have to work a 54-

“'hour week. On paper this is a

nine-hour day, six days a- week.
But in reality, from the time the

From 1930 to 1944 the number

miners leave home at 5 a.m. un-

What an avalanche of class hatred descended upon
the 400,000 soft coal miners last week! The idle rich were

asserted their rlght not to

) ey

C

til they return from the pits.
it amounts to a 13 or 14-hour
day.

Miners are -terribly’ squeezed
by the skyrocketing cost of liv-
ing. A miner has to load a whole
carload of coal to earn enough
money to buy one pound of
meat. Company-owned stores
raised food prices even before
the miners won their last raise
in May. Since then, prices have
soared until now they are almost
double what they were in June.
In some Dplaces ordinary work
shirts, when the miners can get

Capltallst Press Silent
On Dangers Of Mmmg

®
them, cost $10 apiece. ;

These men spend a good part
of their lives in the dark and
dangerous bowels of the earth.
They produce the coal that keeps
the wheels of industry turning.
Their labor also serves to pro-
vide the rich with luxury and
limousines.

They have every right to de-

working conditions. They, have
every reason to be outraged
when the profiteers and 'their
paid press hurl slanders and lies
against them, and the govern-
ment tries to whip them back

into the, pits with an mJunction
and prison threats. .

1894 Injunction Against Debs

Used As Precedent By Truman

The government injunc-
tion against John L. Lewis
cites as precedent . the in-
junction against Eugene V.
Debs in 1894. This infamous in-
junction of 52 years ago created

a nation-wide sensation. It was |.

a historic landmeark in the long
struggle between labor and the
Washington political agents of
the capitalist class,

But today the persecution of
Eugene V. Debs and the A’mer-(

EUGENE V., DEBS

ican Railway Union is almost.
forgotten. Few people outside
the Socialist movement remem-
ber the facts of the “Debs Case”
referred to by the Truman Ad-
ministration.

In 1894 Debs was president of
the American Railway TUnion
numbering 150,000 men. In the
depression year of 1893; railroad
magnates had’ slashed wages

darity with two discharged

strike, the second-longest in
the country.

At a jammed meeting in the
largest hall in this city, striker
after striker, GIs and old-timers,
bitterly denounced the terms put
forth by UAW Region 9 Director
Martin Gerber, Ben Blackwood
and International - Representa-
tive George Kamft,

After nearly four hours of
sharp discussion, & secret ballot
revealed 285 opposed and 3117 for
settlement.

Under the agreement, strikers
go bhack to work without rein-
statement of two shop stewards
who were discharged before the
strike; their fate is in the hands
of an arbitrator.

Other terms include a 12- cent
base pay increase for production
workers and 25 cents for non-
production workers; double time
for Sunday; three paid holidays;
and reopening of wage negotia~-
tions after eight months if an
industry pattern is established.
A maintenance of membership
clause wds granted, The agree-
ment however included a nine-
month postponement of current
vacation periods, and specified
that no recrimination would be

anyone did or failed to do dur-
ing the strike.

Representative Kamft, who
read the terms, assured the
workers they had won a glori-
ous victory. But ‘opposition was
voiced by the first striker to
take the floor, who vigorously
opposed arbitration on the dis-
charged stewards.

One worker showed how .the
union leadership had allowed it-
self to be used to aid the com-

The leaders, he said, first agreed
to withdraw picket lines before
a membership vote was taken on
the settlement. Second, by not
using press and radio to inform

until ratification, they allowed

8 So. Howard St.

the company in effect to estab-

termination, more than 127,000 used by either side for whatever.

pany’s plan to weaken the union. |

maintenance men to stay away |-

198-Day Allentown Strike
Ended By Mack Local 677

By John Fiich

(Special to The Militant)
ALLENTOWN, Pa., Nov. 15 — In a stirring display of soli-

stewards, members of Mack

Truck Local 677, CIO United Auto Workers, nearly defeated
settlement of their 198-day®

lish the precedent of calling off
the strike.

Third, he showed, by submit-
ting to arbitration on' the stew-
ards’ discharge, the union set a
pattern for allowingedischarges
that would take a long time to
arbitrate in the future,

The no-recrimination clause
will prevent the local from' col-
lecting fines from workers who
refused picket-duty. This estab-
lishes the company as the pro-
tector of the weak sisters; it may
mean smaller picket lines and
more back-to-work movements
in.any future strike, -~

Finally, it was pcinted out, this
is a settlement and not a con-
tract. The company refused for
15 months to come fto agreement
on a contract. Now, with the
union committed to a strong no-
strike clause, the company can
stall even further.

After the meeting many
workers expressed the opinion
that a more militant and far-
sighted leadership is on the order
of the-day. -

from 30 to 40 per cent. On April
13, 1894, an 18-day strike began
on the Great Northern Railroad
that won restoration of wages to
the Aug. 1, 1893 level

PULLMAN STRIKE

The defeated rail barons were
already howling for removal of
the ARU “agitators” who had
led this victorious strike, when
the next blow against them came
at Chicago. There, in June, the
workers of the Pullman Com-
pany, struck. They were not ARU
mefhbers, but they needed help.
- The ARU voted to cripple 24
| roads throughout the country by
boycotting Pullman cars.

il!  The rail owners ran to the

[

’government. Democratic Presi-
| dent Cleveland obligingly chose
i a railroad corporation lawyer as
| government “counsel” in the

stooge, Federal: Judge William
A. Woods, issued injunctions
against the strikers,

In the Debs case, as in the
| fight against the miners, the
‘administration claimed that the
strike barred the government
from “judicial protection of its
rights lawfully to exercise its
sovereign functions without in-
terference or obstruction.” Then,
too, the courts prohibited “any
persons” from “inducing or en-
couraging” workers to. strike.

Stopping the mails had, never
been included
strategy, yet this was the pre-
text used by Cleveland for sende-

pany. thugs, over the protests
of: Governor Altgeld of Illinois
and Mayor Hopkins of Chicago.

would move mail; but the cor-
porations had flatly said, “no
Pullmans, no mail.” And the

troops were turned loose on the
strikers.

Debt later wrote that the rail
owners “hired goons, set fires,
started lying rumors that strik-
ers were ‘burning and sacking
the city.’ They issued frenzied

ers!” Offices of the ARU were
sacked and put under guard and
their communications destroy-
ed.”

ARREST LEADERS

The ARU continued its strike.
Debs and three other leaders
were arrested for contempt of

ARU leaders and members in
another \Federal Court.

The four leaders were sen-
tenced to six-month terms for
“contempt.” . But the criminal

forever, when the union proved
in court that government and
railroad collusion was respons-
ible for arson-and 20 deaths.
When Debs entered Woodstock
jail in May, -1985 to “begin his
sentence, he was a militant trade
unionist. But the strike had
shown him how the government
acts for the cdpitalists against
the labor movement. He had
learned from life, that trade
unionism was not enough. He

ber, 1895 as a socxalist ready to
devote the rest of his life to the
political struggles of the work-
ing class.

mand a living wage and decent
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‘Wages, Prices and Profits

Wages And ‘Producfion
In The Present Period

By Warren Creel

We have seen, even in the case of the great monopolies,
that while they have power, there are also limits to their
power.

They boast that they can and will raise prices as fast
as the workers win higher wages, so they advise the un-
ions that they might as well give up the struggle. But:
their boast collapses when we'ask the question, “If they
have such power to raise the price, Why didn’t they raise
it before?”

We know the answer. The monopolists already had
raised the price as high as they could put it without losing
their mass outlets. They were not charging less than the
highest price, nor missing the chance to reap additional
millions in profits, just to be generous to the public.

They cannot pass on the wage raise indefinitely by
raising prices. In the final analysis, they have to pay
wage raises out of profits: And that’s why they fight like
demons against raising wages.

That’s the answer in ordinary fimes when the pro-
pagandists for the employer tell us, “It’s useless for the
workers to struggle, because the employers -are all-power-
ful.”

When we apply these principles to the present period,
after World War II, we find a special case, but it also il-
lustrates the principles. The employers are giving the
show away by raising prices much more than they raise
wages, which proves again that they are not merely

' passing on wage costs.

The war inflation has dumped a lot of artificial dol-

. lars on the market, so today they can charge more and

get it. So they raise prices, not because of wages, but just
to meet the market, as always. _

They try to meet this boom market by higher prices,
and not by more production. Thus capitalism shows its
true character in this situation. Even in today’s rich
market the capitalists must make their profit by holding
production down to scarcity levels. They do not care to
produce plenty, even though the market can take it and
more.

During the war American industry poured out goods
at the rate of $7,500 per family per year, but this high
production did not raise living standards because mbdst of
the goods were used up in the war. In peacetime Amer-
ican industry could easily keep up the wartime rate of
production of goods. But under capitalism the capitalists
cou}dn’t sell the goods unless they were paying enough
wages to allow the workers to buy about that much per
year. They certainly don’t intend to pay any such wages.

So the capitalists face a desperate need to cut produc-
tion in half, or even to less than half. They must cut their
output down -to the ordinary minimum living standard
of capitalism. And they find it no easy job.

Their plants could pour out abundance now. But if
they organize for big production they will face trouble
in the future, They would quickly fill the present demand.
Then when the market went down to the ordinary level
allowed by capitalist wages, they would have no buyers
for their goods. They have to look ahead, and keep.the
market hungry so there will be buyers next year as well
as this year.

To. protect themselves they must hold production down.
They let out only a bare minimium of goods, just the
amount that they know is their ordinary market. This is
just enough to supply the usual low living standard of
capitalism.

Although they hold the supply of goods down to a
trickle, they have no thought of letting the flood of wartime
money get away. They simply propose to raise prices until
it takes the whole flood of money to buy the usual capital-
ist trickle of goods.

That’s how the scarcity pohcy of capltalism operates
in today’s ifflation market. It’s a stiff fight, and a risky
one for the capitalists, cutting down the output of a pro-
ductive giant like American industry. And the hardest part
of the job is trying to Dbretend that the factories that
produced for the war can’t produce for peace.

Next Week: Why Prices Go Up

Rising U
Shows Gravity Of

60,000 Votes Polled For

Trotskyists

In France

PARIS — The French Trotskyists, who presented can-
didates for Parliament in 16 areas in the Nov. 10 elections,
received a total of 60,000 votes. This shows a numerical in-

crease but a slight percentage Y

drop over the Trotskyist vote
in the June elections, when
candidates ran in 11 areas and
got 45,000 votes.

This percentage decrease was
to be expected. In June elections
to ‘the Assembly had been for a
six-month ' duration, The new
Parliament has a five-year dura-
tion, and there was a greater
tendency not to “waste votes.”

Under these conditions the
Trotskyist vote was on the whole
quite stable. as compared with
the June vote, except in two or
three areas, especially the Gi-
ronde department. (In June the
Stalinist candidates 4n the Gi-
ronde were defeated by less than
the vote cast for the Trotskyist
ticket, and there. was therefore
a greater tendency to vote only
for candidates who stood a good
chance of winning.)

The stability of the Trotskyist
vote was especially notable in
the workers’ areas and the Paris
suburbs. In the suburbs Seine-et-
Oise, where the Trotskyists ap-
peared as candidates for the first
time on Nov. 10, they collected
an -impressive total of 13,890
votes.

This means that there exists
in the working class areas a min-
ority which clings to the revolu-
tionary program despite the
Stalinist slanders and the argu-
ment that voting for the Trot-
skyists divides ' the  workers’
votes. This revolutionary min-
ority can play an important' role
in the future struggles of the
French masses.

Egyptian Police

Seize Revelutionist

The trial of Aly Abu el Nil,
a shoemaker of Alexandria
who was arrested for “dis-
tributing alleged subversive
literature signed Fourth In-
ternational, Communist Rev-
olution, Mlddle East Center,” was
scheduled to begin in Cairo, on
Nov. 1, according to the Egyp-
tlan Gazette of Oct. 20.

Aly Abu el Nil went on a hun-
ger strike, protesting- against the

delay of the trial. His spirit was |

reported to”be high as he- pre-
pared to make g militant defense
at the trial.

A number of well-known jour-
nalists who had been arrested
around the same time—Ramsis
Yennane, Loutfallah Soliman,
Anwar Kavel, Bokhor Menasse
and Klalil el Assy—have been
recently released.

Trotskyists In
Belgium List
19 Candidates

The Internationalist Com-
munist Party (PCI), Belgian
section of the Fourth Inter-
national, will enter the Nov.
25 local elections at Gilly, a
coal mining center, with 19
Trotskyist candidates, according
to the Nov. 16 La Lutte Ouvriere,
PCI newspaper.

The list is headed by Jules
Henin’_' veteran Trotskyist, who
participated with Leon Lesoil in
founding the Belgian Commu-
nist Party and later the Trotskv-
ist Left Opposition.

In the announcement of its
program and platform, the PCI
candidates state that the fate

of the workers will be dectded

in struggles in the factories and
on the streets.

TAX THE RICHM \

The platform includes taxing
the rich instead of the poor, a
fight against higher taxes on
wages, immediate construction
of low-cost homes for workers,
the planning and execution of
public works projects, such as
roads, canals, running water, etc.

In answer to the argument that
“there is no money” to carry out

! this program, the PCI points to

the tens of miflions squandered
in the past to maintain an army
which collapsed in 17 days before
“the foreign enemy” and failed
to alter in the least the fate of
the country or the issue of the
imperialist war. The PCI de-
mands that this money be used
to construct homes and schools
for the workers, . and- calls upon
the_masses._to. fight for this pro-
gram with. their own class
weapons,

The PCI is calling upon the
workers in other greas, where no
PCI candidates are running, to
vote for the Socialist and Com-
munist Party candidates. At the
same time it urges the voters
to place no confidence in the
reformist leaders of these parties
which have abandoned the fight
for the working class and re-
placed this struggle with an ef-
fort to rehabllxtate Belgian capi-
talism.

HowTrotskyVieWedDiSarmament

By Joseph Hansen
How does the slogan of “disarmament” raised by Mol-
otov at the United Nations fit in with Wall Street’s prep-
arations for another world war? -

The answer to this question®
can be determined most easily
by referring to Leon Trotsky’s
writings on “disarmament.” Like

The victorious ‘powers after
the First World War did not
voluntarily disarm, despite va-

_rope,”

Lenin, Trotsky considered two
variations of the demand for
“disarmament:” (1) the demand
for total abolition of militar-
ism; (2) the demand for a “re-
duction” of armaments.
Lenin, Trotsky shows how both

,variations play into the hands

of the imperialist war-mongers.

“Of eourse, if all the countries
disarmed,” said Trotsky in 1929,
“it would constitute a serious
guarantee of peace, But self-
disarmament is just,as excluded

- as the revolutionary demolition

of tariff walls. In Europe today
there is only one major country
which is seriously disarmed, to

-mjt, Germany. But her disarma-

gent was accomplished, as ev:

erybody knows, by crushing her |

in a war .. .” (“Disarmament
and the United States of Eu-

published in the Ma‘é,
1945, issue of Fourth Interna-
tional.)
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rious conferences where the slo-
gan of “disarmament” was given
great publicity.

“The peace of Versailles,”
Trotsky pointed out in 1940,
. has done the Allies a poor
service. After fifteen years of
German disarmament Hitler was
compelled to  start building an
army from nothing, and thanks
to this the army is free of rou-
tine and does not have to drag
along obsolete technique and
equipment, The tactical train-
ing of troops is inspired by new
ideas based on the latest word
in technology. Apparently only
the United States is destined to
surpass the German murder
machine.”

Historjéd facts thus demonstrate
that even where an imperialist
power " is utterly crushed and
completely disarmed by force,
,war is not thereby prevented
from breaking out again. On the
contrary, when the defeated
capitalist class begins rearming,
they start with the very latest
word in armaments. So long as
capitalism endures, total dis-
armament is nothing but a
utopian delusion.

But the proposal to avoid war
by “reducing” arms, as Molotov
now proposes, is just as delusory,
“This amounts to saying,” Trot-
sky declared in 1929, “that the
surest way of suppressing duels
is by regulating the size of pis~
tols to be used by the duellists.
Common sense would indicate
that the situation itself points
to Just the contrary.”

To paraphrase  the example
then cited by Trotsky: If two
of the strongest powers.haggle

so furiously over the atomic

bomb, then ‘this' only goes to
show that each of them is sim-
ply jockeying, through diplom-
acy, for the most advantageous
position in the coming military
conflict.

Trotsky.explai'ns that the is-
sue in modern war is “determined
by ‘the relative productive power
‘of the two camps ” He points
out that the “soldiers, sailors,
ships, guns, tanks and planes
available at the outbreak of war
represent only ‘the initial stake.
The issue will be decided in de-
pendence -upon the extent to
which a given country is able,
while under fire, to produce
ships, guns, soldiers and sailors.”™

Thus. ‘a power with the tre-
mendous industrial capacity of
America gains in relative pre-
ponderance through reduction
of arms. For such countries as
Britain, Japan, Germany, etc.,
to agree to reduce their arma-
ments, means to cut down the

the battle field, thus eliminat-
ing their strongest card—"“a very
great military-technical pre-
ponderance which would in some
measure compensate for the in-
comparable technical and eco-

United States.”

There is still another advan-
tage in'reduction of armaments,
which the Wall Street militar-
ists have undoubtedly taken into
consideration: “Today when the
colossal . experience of the war
and the resulting flood of inven-
tions and discoveries are just
being elaborated for military
needs, any and all instruments
of military technology are ren-
dered obsolete in a far briefer
space of time than was the case
before the war.”

Referring to- the battle fleets,

ditions, what sense is there in

A rational approach to the prob-

lem demands that the fleet

initial stake they can throw onto"

nomic preponderance ‘of the

Trotsky asks, “Under such con- |

accumulating ships in advance? |

be just large enough for
the initial period of the war and
of sufficient size in peacetime
to serve as an adequate labora-
tory for testing and checking
‘new inventions and discoveries
with a view to placing them in
standardized mass production
in the course of the wagr. All the
great powers are more or _less
interested in the ‘regulation’ of
armaments, especially such cost-
ly ones as naval armaments. But
inexorably this regulation be-
comes transformed- into the
greatest advantage for the eco-
nomically strongest country.”

All these considerations apply
with thousandfold force since the
development of atomic energy.
As the militarists themselyes
point out, most of the equipment
used in the Second World War

talk of scrapping their present
weapons—not to build peace —
but to build a brand new war
machine based on the develop-
ment of atomic energy.

Small wonder the Wall Street
militarists greeted Molotov’s
~proposal for arms “reduction”
with extravagant praise and
congratulations!
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has been outmoded, Already they -

Misery In Germany

Two young boys h

Berlin street. This picture was. taken last winter, when death
took a heavy toll in ruined Germany. Conditlons are reported
even worse as another winter approaches.
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Interim Government In India
Cannot Solve Basic Problems

BOMBAY, India, Oct. 20 — The following statement
‘on the entry of the Moslem League into the “Interim Gov-.
ernment” was made today by the Secretary of the Bombay.
Committee of the Bolshevik-Leninist Party of India, sec-
tion of the Fourth International:

After prolonged huckstering,®

the Moslem League has joined
the Interim Government. What-
ever the Moslem masses may
think, the try of the League
into the rovernment will not
improve the lot of the masses,
Hindu or Moslem. -

This enfry is neither a vrctory
of the League nor of the Con-
gress. It is only  imperialism
that has won all along the line.
The Congress participated in the

formation of the Government

from the very beginning. Im-
perialism has now managed to
get the Moslem League into the
Interim Government where it
can be used as a counterweight

Social Democrats

Discuss Reviving
2nd International

LONDON—Attempts to re-
vive the Second Interna-
tional ran’into new difficul-
ties at an internatiohal con-
ference .of “socialisty” held at
Bournemouth this month. Dele-
gates from several reformist par-
ties on the continent balked at
the efforts of British Labor Party
Secretary Morgan Philips and
Labor Minister Emmanuel Shin-
well to line them up behind Bev-
in’s “foreign policy.

The conception of the “West-
ern Bloc,” they contended, is
not supported in their countries
and makes difficult their own
domestic progress,» which re-
volves considerably around the
problem of parliamentary trad-
ing with the Communist (Stalin-
ist) Parties.

The Polish “socialists,” par-
ticipating in the Stalinist-con-
trolled government of their
country, were said to be the
spearhead of resistance of Brit-
ish hegemony in the attempt to
revive the Second International.
Under their pressure the German
“socialists” were refused admis-,
sion, as requested by the Labor
Party representatives, and a com-
promise was reached whereby
the Germans will appear “to an-
swer questions” at the next gath-
ering, which will be held in Swit-
zerland.

BritishTroopsDemand
Faster Demobilization

Coinciding with the new ses-
sion of Parliament in London
earlier this month, British troops
at Tel-el-Kelbir, Port Said, Suez
and Abbasia went on strike to
protest against the slowing down

rof demobilization. The Parlia-

ment is expected to deal with the
problem.

-
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trol, sabotage and crush any

‘| ernment, whether Congress or

| of class struggle, they will find.

‘will finally replace the present

to the Congress.

Imperialism knows very well
that the bourgeois Congress and
the feudal communal League
cannot agree on -any major
question except of course the
question of defense against the
exploited masses. The two will
always need a conciliator, a med-
jator, a court of arbitration,
which role will be played by im-~
perialism through the Viceroy.

Dangling the carrot of long-
term proposals, imperialism se-
cured the acceptance of the
short-term proposals both by the
Congress and the League. Par-
ticipation both by the League
and the Congress in the Interim
Government was necessary from
‘the point of view of imperialism.
It has provided imperialism with
a “popular" facade behind which
it can operate as of old. And
this participation has been se-
cured on imperialisSm’s terms.
The Interim  Government is to
function within the framework
of the existing constitution.

Notwithstanding all the bally-
hoa by the press, the Interim
Government has failed to with-
draw Indian troops from foreign
lands: where it is acting as gen-
darmes of imperialism. The In-
donesians’ appeal to Nehru- for
the withdrawal of Indian troops
from Indonesia has not even
been referred to by Nehru in his
speech enunciatiffg his foreign
policy. = The other. day Bhaba
confessed candidly that the In-
térim Government has no power
to buy off the foreign capitalists.

The Indian delegation to the
Paris Peace Conference chosen
by the so-called = “Caretaker
Government” was not or could
not be changed by the Interim
Government. 'What sort of in-
dependence or semi - independ-
ence is this if you cannot deter-
mine your foreign policy, if you
are not free to proceed against
foreign capital? The participa-
tion by the Congress and the
League in the Interim Govern-
ment is really reinforcing the
imperialist stranglehold and- not
loosening it, as the Congress and
the League would have the mass.-
es believe.

NEW ALLIANCE |

Through these governmental
setups the imperialists are only
cementing a new alliance with
the Indian bourgeoisie and feu-
dalists — an alliance more in
keeping with the new balance of
forces, the outcome of the im-
perialist war. ;Whatever may be
the calculations of the imperial-
ists or of the Indian propertied
classes in setting up the Inter-
im Government, however . best
they may plan to prevent, eon-

Workers Union,

nrest Of German Workers
.conomic Crisis

Uobless And Hunger Riots

Anticipated This Winter

With another d1sastrous wmter facing the German

working class, expected to be far worse than the last, Mili- .

tary QGovernments in the four zones  are drsturbed by

mounting signs of mass dis-
content. Its sharpest mani-
festation this month was a
protest action by the organized
Ruhr coal miners. On Nov, 16
at. a meeting in Bochum, the

Jminers overwhelmingly- rejected

the  proposal, agreed to by their
union leaders, to work an extra
shift of one voluntary Sunday
a month.

The miners refused to work
the extra shift.because their food
rations and wages are insuffi-
cient, They accused their union
leaders of having agreed to this

| proposal of the British occupa-

tion forces without previously
consulting them, (The. French
Stalinists, in their desire to ob-
tain coal for- French capitalism
and to aid the Soviet government
to participate in the exploita-
tion of the Ruhr, denounced
the miners for this action.)

CHAOS COMING

In the Ruhr industrial region,
about 6,000,000 inhabitants need
vast quantities 'of food, espe-
cially cereals and bread grains.
But the bottom of the food bar-
rel in the whole of Germany has
been scraped. Outright starva-
tion looms in the north Rhine-
land and Westphalia, where win-
ter stocks of potatoes have been
exhausted.

Economic conditions through-
out split-up Germany are ap-
proaching chaos. According to
the Nov, 18 N. Y, Times, the re-
serves of food and clothing are
used up, fuel is almost impossible
to get, transportation is broken

down, spare parts and raw mate-

rials exhausted, and nothing has
been replenished.

Whole families move for the
winter into a single room, which-
ever can be best heated. Only
in American occupied houses is
there central heating. )

The physical resistance of the

o

&

people, already drastically “whit=
tled down,” is less than it was
a year ago. Deaths, especially in«
fant mortality, is on the rise.
“Puttyfaced townspeople”
every German town, make ends :
less trips into the countryside, -
often -giving up a day’s pay at =
work, to forage for food and fuel
e o “men, women.and children
on their hands and knees paw
tiently searching out whateven

the peasants have left behindi

In the forests they gather firea-

wood and find beechnuts — 18 .0

pounds can be exchanged for a
liter of oil.”

.Since these supplies are lzlmﬁ
ited, most of the city workers-
tak'e along with them something.
to trade with the peasants. “Un~

less ration coupons are supplied,

such trading is illegal, but that

scarcely interferes with the flow

of shoes, overcoats, clocks, type«

| writers, cigarettes, coffee and.

jewelry from town to country.”

British and U. $. military aus
thorities admit they canno§
guarantee the 1,500 calorie-ra«
tion promised this winter. The
French zone is “if anything,
more grim. Even the Russian
zone, with all its farmland, ap<
pears to be faring no better.”

Workers at three big moton
works in Cologne' downed tools
last week in protest against in-
adequate food rations. The
workers were getting only 1,000
calories daily instead of the of=-
ficial ration of 1,500.

Bread riots and demonstras
tions of the unemployed are an-
ticipated this winter, writes Anne
O’Hare McCormick from Frank-
fort. Alarmed occupation offi=
cials admit that their policy has
failed. But the “real dread” of
the military governments is of
an economic and social collapse
which they admit will be “highly
dangerous.”

Striking Seamen In Trinidad
Defy Police Raids, Arrests

‘A strike of the Seamen & Watérfront Workers Trade
Union on Nov. 9 climaxed a deadlock in negotiations with

the Shipping Association of Trinidad and Tobago.
workers are demanding a- 50@

per cent wage increase and
a- 44-hour week.

Immediately the British over-
lords through their Commis-
sioner of Police, Col. W, A. Mul-
ler, cracked down on the strik-
ing workers with vicious police
repressions, arrests and threats
of strikebreaking.

On Nov. 11 H. O. Culhane,
Superintendent of Harbors and
Wharves issued an ultimatum to
Port-of-Spain dock workers to
return to work by 11:45 the fol-
lowing day under the threat that
strikebreakers would “be recruit-
ed from all available sources,”
according to the Trinidad Guar-
dian.

The workers defied the ulti-
matum and threats. Instead of
going back to work, “demonstra-
tions increased towards noon as
hundreds of strikers marched
about Port-of-Spain’s streets pa-
rading with placards and ban~
ners. Crowds of spectators gath-
ered on the footpaths.”

Despite truckloads of police

which drove in to attempt to|?
break the picket lines, the num-

ber of pickets increased and
wives "joined their husbands,
demonstratiig side by side with
them-in the streets.
FIVE ARRESTED

On the third day of the strike,
five waterfront workers, includ-
ing C. P. Alexander, President
of the Seamen and Waterfront

were arrested
during a night raid carried out

-alone. i
harbor had 500 tons of rice . ..

The

by Muller upon the union’s head=
quarters.

Among the trade union offie
cials calling at the police head='
quarters to see\ the jailed men
were the general secretaries of
the Trades Union Council and
the Federated Workers’ Trade
Union and the President - Gens
eral of the Trade Union Coun=
cil. The Honorable Dr. Patrick
Solomon, member for South -
Port-of-Spain, who led the strik-
ers in a demohstration, sent &
message to the governor point-
ing out that at no time sines
the strike started was an offep
of arbitration made." )

The coastal steamer Tﬂnidad,
which remained wunloaded, re«
turned to Tobago on Monday
night with all itg oargo. The
Tobago sailed with ™ passengers
One ship tied up in the

aboard. Four other ships.with
general ' eargo remained idle i
the harbor. Passengers arrive
ing on some of the ships found -
no -porters or cartermen availe
able. .

A cable was forwarded by #he
union to the International
Transport Workers Federation of
England, with which the union
is affiliated, notifying them of

the situation in Trinidad.

Members of the SIU-AFL, who
were ‘in the harbor of Port-ofe
Spain on board the M.S. Snake~
head and the S.S. Alcoa Pilgrim,
demonstrated their support of
the strlkers by attending the.
union meetings. ;

mass struggle, there is bound to
be another regroupment of mass
forces.

Sooner or later, the masses will,
get disillusioned with the Con-
gress and the League. They will
realize that the Interim Gov-

League or a Congress - League
coslition, cannot solve any of the
fundamental problems facing ||
them. They will realize that

neither of the established parties
is capable of solving or- intends
to solve these problems. " The
hard blows of experience ' will
again switch them on the road
of struggle—the strugsgle against
imperialism, against the bourge-
ois-feudal setup. Along the road

their salvation and class politics

communal politics. .
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"The unprecedented
wave of sit-down strikes
and the amazingly rapid
growth of industrial un- .
ionism.~ - in- the , United
States (the CIO) is the
most indisputable expres~
sion of the instinctive
striving of the American

tasks .imposed on. them.
by history.’’

om0
A

SWP Con-nr;ntion

The Twelfth Convention of the American

Trotskyist movement marked a8 new stage in
. the development of the Socialist Workers
Party. For 18 years our main task was the
clarification of program and the assembling

of the initial cadres. Today we have definitely’
entered the road leading toward a mass party.

of action. )

The Convention ‘was living proof of the
power-of the Trotskylst movement to resist
the blows of reaction.

- During the war, the Roosevelt Admmistra-
tion attempted to stamp out Trotskyism in
America. The leading figures of the Social-
ist Workers Party were arrested. Because they
opposed imperialist war and advocated so-
cialism they were railroaded to prison.

Two years ago, at the Eleventh Convention.

18 leaders of the Socialist Workers Party were
" behind bars in Federal prisons.

The Roosevelt Administration likewise tried
to halt the circulation of the Trotskyist press.
The second class mailing rights of The Mili-
tant were revoked.

All the worst forces of reaction in America
centered their attack on the Socialist Work-
ers Party.

workers  to_raise them- . |
selves to the level of the .

—Leon Trotsky: | yiciously anti-labor institutions In the land.

On top of these blows, a big proportion of

the most active and energetic trade unionists
belonging to the SWP were drafted into the
armed forces, seriously depleting our strength
on the national political scene.

But the Trotskyists were trained in the hard
school of the class struggle. Adherence to
principles was placed above all other consider-
ations. We did not water down our program,
or bow before arrogant reaction. We fought
back with all our strength.

It was this firmness, this refusal to give
up the principles of socialism which enabled
us to weather the storm. And the fruits of our

loyalty to program and to party were visible

at the convention.

Since 1944 we have more than doubled in
size. Moreover, the new adherents to Trotsky-
ism are the finest and most far-sighted mili-
tants of the labor movement.

~ 'The achievements registered at the Twelfth
National Convention, however, are only a
token of what the future holds in store for the
Socialist Workers - Party. During the hard years

of bitter reaction we resisted all the torrents

of abuse, slander and persecution. Now Amer-
fcan Trot.skyism will begin to record in posi-
tive actidn what its program offers to the
" . American workers.

As the crisis of American capitalism deep-

ens, it will become clear to hundreds of thous-.

ands and millions of workers that only revolu-
tionary = socialism can end unemployment
hunger, fear, war and fascism. .

By its ‘loyalty to program ' the Socialist
Workers Party has earned the right to lead
the American workers into the socialist world
of the future.

Oil Union Shows Way

Every worker -is p'uzzling over the difficult

-

problem of maintaining his standard of living .

in the face of skyrocketing prices. The CIO
- 0il Workers International Union has shown
in practice how this problem can be solved.
The Oil Workers have negotiated a nation-
wide contract with the Sinclair Oil Company

providing for a sliding scale to meet price rises. '
They are now negotiating similar contracts:

with a number of other big companies, in-
cluding the giant Standard Oil trust.

* This' contract provides for an immediate
wage rise of 18 cents an hour retroactive to
Oct. 1. This restores some of the oil worker’s
purchasing power, which like that of all other
workers, was further undermined by recent
price jumps.

Far more definitive, however, is-the. way in
which the confract guarantees that the oil
worker’s purchasing power shall remain in
line with future price advances. The sliding
scale provides that if the cost of living goes
up, then wages shall automatically go up in
proportion. There is no ceiling on this sliding
scale. If the cost of living should double or
triple, for instance, the contract guarantees
proportionate upward adjustment of wages.

In the highly improbable event living costs

. go down during the one-year life of the con- -

tract, wages cannot ‘drop below the minimum

basic scale, including the latest increase. al-
ready won by the oil workers

In September 1945, the oil workers opened
the great CIQ strike struggles to maintain

take-home pay. They won their 18% cents’

an hour. But in the short time since then they |
have seen their gains completely wiped oud
by price increases.-They have drawn the-logi--
cal conclusion. To protect their standard of
living they now demand their wage gains shall
be protected by a sliding scale provision.

In winning a contract with Sinclair con-
taining this provision they have broken ground
for .the entire labor movement It can be
done!

Injunctions

Truman’s action in obtaining an injunction
against the striking miners once again throws
into the limelight the use of the courts as &
means by which the corporations and their
agents have succeeded in breaking one strike
after another in the past.

The list of strikes broken by means of in-
junctions is far too long to enumerate here.
Suffice it to recall that. injunctions played a

‘central’role in breaking the miners’ strike in |

1921 and the strike of the rallroad shop work-

| “ers in 1922. This is what Truman hopes to re-

peat in 1946.

The whole record of the law courts proves
beyond the shadow of a doubt that they are
among -the most profoundly reactionary and

Let us cite only a few of the most recent legal
decisions.

At almost the same time that one federal
judge was issuing an injunction against the
miners, another judge in a U.S. District Court
was dismissing the four-year.old case against
George E. Deatherage, Lawrence Dennis,
George Sylvester Viereck and a score of other
notorious fascists. The dilatoriness and len-
iency of the courts toward these fascists is
in marked contrast with the swift and peremp-
tory action against the coal diggers.

Arfother recent sample of caplitalist “justice”
comes from the state of New York where the.
courts whitewashed the police killer of the
two Ferguson brothers in the Freeport Case
and where the Democratic and Republican
judges worked hand in glove to remove the
Socialist Workers Party and two other minor-
ity parties from the ballot in the last elections.

The U.S. Supreme Court refused even to act
on an appeal to prevent Ku-Kluxer Bilbo of
Mississippi from taking his seat in the Senate,
although his election was as fraudulent as any
plebiscite  conducted under Hitler. But the
legal machinery invariably functions without
a hitch when it comes to using it against
workers who fight to defend their standard
of living.

More and more brazen use is being made of
injunctions, the issuance of which in labor
disputes has been ostensibly restricted by the

Norris-LaGuardia Act. It was only a few weeks -

ago that three judges issued a sweeping in-
Junction against the Pittsburgh powgr work-
ers, banning their right to strike and tossing
their leader into jail for one year.

The aroused labor movement of Pittsburgh
forced these gentlemen to revoke their in-
junction and to free the jalled union leader. .
The Pittsburgh workers have shown an: excel-
lent way of preventing the utilization for
strikebreaking purposes of these direct agen-
cies of the capitalist class which operate in
the name of the law. \

CIO Rejects Purge

The CIO convention delegates are to be

commended for refusirig to be stampeded: into .

a witch-hunt against members with radical '

political views. Thelr rejection of a purge cam-
- paign reflects the powerful opposition of the

CIO workers to red-baiting and repression of.
political minorities.

The overwhelming majority of CIO members
recognize that such a course would lead to
the weakening and disruption of the CIO. As

" CIO President Philip Murray himself pointed
out, the greatest menace to labor is not the '

“communists” -but Big Business reaction.

The stand of the CIO convention was weak-
ened, however, by its concession to the red-
baiters in the form of a “Declaration of Pol-

icy” saying that the CIO “resents and rejects” :

the interference of the Communist Party in
the affairs of the CIO. The naming of the
-Communist -Party, and no other organization,
was clearly rhotivated by the desire to appease
reactionary, elements

Otherwise, why didn’t the declaration also
name the Social Democrats who have been

campaigning up and down the CIO for re- -

pressive measures against “communists”? Or
the Association of Catholic Trade Unionists,
another red-baiting outfit, to which Murray
himself belongs? Or the - Democratic. Party,

--whose policies haVe iong dominated the CIO

politically?

It is true the “Declaration of Policy” is am-
biguous. It proposes no acts of repression, and
Murray emphasized that the CIO is opposed to
any form of political repression. But the de-
claration does provide a basis for the reac-
tionaries to continue their red-baiting efforts.

The CIO should have taken a clearcut stand
against red-baiting in any form. That it did

‘not do so is partly the responsibility of the

leaders of the Communist Party (Stalinist).
The: leading. Stalinist’ trade unionists inside
the CIO made a miserable deal and supported
the “Declaration of Policy.”

Red-baiting is by no means a dead issue in-
‘side the CIO. Murray and the other top lead-

_ers are under ever-growing pressure from the-

reactionary forces,  both without and within
the CIO: They cannot be depended upon to
stand up under this pressure. It is up to the .
CIO membership to continue to be vigilant
and to vigorousiy repudiate the  red-baiters

“wherever. and whenever they raise their ugly

heads.

“I’ve been thinking how much you’d enjoy this ever since last

Thanksgwmg d

EMPIRE IN THE CHANGING
WORLD, by W. K. Hancock,

Penguin Books, Inc., 1943, 186

pp., 25 cents.

-In this book th. author at-
tempts to make a feeble defense
of British imperialism by carry-
ing on a whining argument with
its rival, U, S. imperialism. He
does not deny that glaring in-
justices exist among the colonial
peoples controlled by Great Brit-

‘ain. But, asks the author, do not

equal or even worse injustices
exist in colonies unr "er American

" ¢ontrol?

He further argues that these
are not the fault of the British
government, but solely of the
traders and settlers! The gov-
ernment, he claims, was called
in by missionaries for the sole

. purpose Vof protectmg the na-

tives!

Sometimes, the author . ad-
mits, Great Britain came into
conflict with other nations’ mon-
opolistic. practices in colonies,
which threatened the interests

of+British traders,

“In the, territories which she
annexed, she offered -equal op-
portunity. to the traders of all
nations. She did not exercise a
selfish soveréignty.” One won-
ders why it has been necessary
to maintain armies in the col-
onies. and build high tariffs.

The author tries to make out |
that Britain is a benefactor of

mankind. Through loans, India
has been “freed from the' tyran-

ny of recurrent famine,” while |
the British government is “trus-

tee for those peoplc: who are un-
able as yet to stand on their
own feet under the strenuous
conditions of the modern world.”

A touoching story is told of the
British subject’s claim on the
protection of his sovereign. But

on whom can a British subject

(of India, for example) call for
protection, when the injuring
parties are also British subjects
(the troops)?

In this book, the author him-
self makes damagmg admissions
about ¢the treatm:nt of such

| races as.the Maoris and the Af-

ricans, But he throws this back
in the face of the American ful-
ers, because of their own scanda-
lous conduct against the Negroes

The only conclusion one can
draw from - the entire book is
that all xmperialism is- bad, be

-tit British--or--American or any

other hationality. Far'from being
qualified to bring about a better
postwar world, as is claimed, im-
perial rule must be wiped out
before it exterminates human-
ity.

—Ethel Dondpre

ATOMIC ENERGY IN THE
COMING ERA, by David
Dietz. Avon Book Co. 1945,
184 pp., 26 cents. =
David Dietz is the science edi-

tor of the Scripps Howard news-

paper chain. -“What is atomlc

energy?” he asks. And he gives
a competent explanation in un-
derstandable language. But you'll
find no answer in his book to
the second question he poses,
“What does it mean for the fu-
ture of America and the world?”

Dietz is a firm supporter of
American capitalisl... He spéaks
in gingerly fashion about apply-
ing atomic energy to peacetime
uses, pointing out all of the hin-
drances—except the profit sys-
tem, which is the real barrier to
scientific progress.

When he touches the subject
of the atomic bomb as a weaponh,
Dietz is scared, but not nearly
scared enough. He still thinks,
after the destruction of Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki, that the
“humane spirit” of science will
guide mankind to peace. He

quotes one of the atomic bomb
scientists, Dr. Smyth, as saying

that “at the start of the re- -

searches . . . many scientists
hoped that , . . no such thing
as an atomic bomb was possible,”
" That the bomb was possible,
was created, and was unleashed
by the: capitalist government,
Dietz supports, does not enter

into his “reasoning.” His book"

is designed to lull its readers into
a false belief that Wall Street
¢an be trusted to avert a Third
World War and the annihilation
of civilization. .

‘ ' —Ruth Benson
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End Jim-Crow! End

. QOur Program:
1. Defend labor’s standard of living! ‘ |

A sliding scale of wages—an escalator wage clause in all union contracts tc
provide automatic wage increases to meet the rising cost of living!
Orgomze mass consumers committees for mdependent action against profiteer-
ing and price-gouging! ‘
Expropriate the food trusts! Operatz them under workers’ control!  *

Full employment and job security for all workers and veterans!

For the 6-hour day, 30-hour week! A sliding scale of hours—reduce the hours ot
work with no reduction in pay to prevent layoffs and unemployment!
Government operation of all idle plants under workers’ control!
Unemployment insurance equal to trade union wages for workers and veterans
" during the entire period of unemployment!

‘Agamst all anti-labor laws and government strlkebreokmg!

No restrictions on the right to strike and picket!
No injunctions! No compulsory arbitration!

Build an independent labor party!

Tax the rich, not the poor!

Repeal the payroll tax! No sales taxes!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

An 18 billion dollar appropriation for government low-rent housing!
Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!

Antl-Semmsm'

For a veterans’ organization sponsored by the trade unions!

A working class answer to capitalist militarism and war.

Take the war-making powers away from Congress! Let the people vote on the
question of war or peace!

Against capitalist conscription!

Abolish the officer caste system!

Full democratic rights in.the armed forces!

Trade union.wages for the armed forces!

Military training of workers, financ ed by the government, but under ‘control
of the trade unions!

10. Solidarity with the revolutionory struggles of the workers in all lands!

For the complete independence of the colonial peoples! ;
Withdraw all American troops from foreign soil!

1. For a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government!

British Labor Party
Faces Crisis At Home

Opposition to the imperialist policy of the British

Government has created a political crisis of the most
serious dimensions within the parliamentary Labor

Party. An amendment to the King’s address to Par="

liament condemning Foreign Secretary Bevin’s for= .

eign policy was signed by 58 “Left Wing” Labor, .
' Members ‘of Parliament, including four Ministry:
secretaries, and presented for debate in the House
of Commons on Nov. 18.

The amendment called on the Government to “re=. .-

view and recast its conduct of international affairs”

AL ]
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-and to “provide a democratic and constructive so= . .- .

cialist alternative to an otherwise inevitable conflict -

between American capil;alxsm and Sovxet Commun~ . - -

ism ”

Although the critical amendment was defeated by -

a 353 to 0 vote, the large number of Labor absten--

tions—estimated at about 120, or .one third of the - -

Labor MPs—revealed the serious proportions of the -

revolt within the Labor Party.

The insurgent Laborites also introduced an.
amendment opposing peacetime conscription. Ii'.

T

was defeated by a vote of 320 to 53, but again with o

many abstentions.

Churchill’s Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden and
other leading Conservatives demonstratively joined -

Prime Minister Attlee in voting down the amend- -

ment. Bevin’s policy received the ‘“almost solid sup-

port by the Opposition members present,” according. "

to the Nov. 19 N, Y. Times, which declared that “the

total vote for the Government in both foreign policy -

and conscription is regarded as disappointingly
small.”

If the amendment on foreign policy had carried, - - »

the Government would have been compelled to re=

sign. Its introduction was a public challenge to the
Attlee Government,

Disciplinary action against the rebellious Labor

MPs is unlikely. Without question_ the amendment -

on foreign policy has the widest support in the works=

ing class. Expulsion of such a large section of the - *

most active and well-known “left” MPs would have
dangerous consequences for the Labor Party’s r1ght
wing.

stirring the British working class. Labor MPs close="

These developments show the deep unrest that ig -~ =

est to the ranks and most sensitive to their pressure - *°

were. forced to put up a token struggle against the*

Attlee-Bevin Government’s Churchillian foreign po=":"""*

licy. In effect, the amendment demanded that the
Labor Government withdraw from its bloc with
Amefican imperialism which is driving toward war’
with the Sovxet Union.

Billions For Battleships
Or Homes For Workers?

The diplomats try to soothe the puhlic by speeches

on the need for disarmament and reductions in arm- -

ament. But the brass hats are driving ahead to cre-
ate the biggest military machine in the countrys
peacetime history.

This was shown last week when in a move that
received little publicity the Navy heads asked the
Budget Bureau in Washington for a record-breaking

tA

peacetime appropriation of $5,900,000,000 for the

1948 fiscal year.

This amount is $750, 000 ,000 more than the revised
Navy budget for the current fiscal year, ending next
June 30. The Navy’s biggest request before the war
was in 1941, when it asked for less than 2%
billions.

Already bigger than all the other navies in the

=

world combined, the U. S. Navy is still not satisfied, ..

and demands ever greater diversion of the nation’s
resources into the military machine. < Already the
official and unofficial propagandists of the War and
Navy Departments are raising a howl about possible
cuts in military appropriations for next year and
warning about the terrible disasters that will face
the nation if the brass hats don’t get what they de-
mand. .
The growing influence of the militarists in all de=
partments of the government represents a danger
to the labor movement, as has been shown by the,
readiness of the government to use troops in break=
ing strikes. Equally dangerous is the brass hat’s de=
mand for a lion’s share of the federal appropriations. -
The choice is between homes and battleships, and -

the struggle for an adequate housing program is di-". "

rectly tied up with a struggle for decreased military
appropriations.

Banks Curtail Credit
As Loans Hit Peak

Manufacturers,
been borrowing from banks at a record-shattering

wholesalers and retailers have .

pace. According.to figures released last week by the ,"V

Federal Reserve Board, business loans passed the 10"
billion dollar mark on Nov. 13. This figure repre-
sents an increase of 73 per cent over last year’s low
of 5.7 billion at the end of May.

It is no secret that these billions are being borrow= =~

ed primarily against the inventgries that have like=
wise accumulated at an unprecedented rate.

As a matter of fact, the loans made by the banks
since June 1946 approximate rather closely the total-
amount by which the inventories of manufacturers,
wholesalers and retailers have increased in the same
period. The increasé in business loans and in busi= -

‘ness inventories amounts to about 214 billion dollars -

each.
Soaring loans, as well as swollen inventories serve

to underscore the unbridled speculation that charac= - -

terizes the current boom. The rising output of cive '

ilian goods is not being absorbed by the market bub

is piling up in warehouses with the aid of credits.
In this respect we have here a repetition—on a faf

larger scale—of the development that occurred fole
lowing World War I when production and the price
structure were also maintained temporarily by the
manipulation of the credit system. :

Although by October the Treasury officials:had
issued three warnings on the over-extension of
credit, the banks refused to clamp down. Beginning
with November, however, they took fright. According
to Wall St. Journal, Nov. 20: “Commercial banks are
beginning to bring down the ‘rejected’ stamp on
more and more of a record flood of applications for

business loans. They are generally inching up on -

interest rates, too . ..
Bank loans as a factor of stabilizing economic life

can very swiftly become transformed into just the

opposite. If “easy money” feeds the boom, then
credit restrictions must pave the way for the forced-

liquidation of mventones and the resulting slashes ‘

in production.

i
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_the hands of the Nazis.
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-ism, then gave a report on the

. a war waged with atomic weap-

“revolutionary

~German capitalism as a mighty
~.«demonstration of the power in-

* support the revolutionary optim-
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- world working class and man-
~‘kind as a whole, he maintained,

tional scores and hundreds of
" the fighters for world socialism.
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ported, we have learned of the
death of hundreds of Trotsky-
ists in Europe during the war at

Greece and the other Balkan
lands, he added, the Stalinists
_have followed up this murderous
work of the Nazis, killing addi-

In memory of these martyrs
to our cause, the convention
stood in silence for one minute.

E. R. Frank, Editor of Fourth
International the theoretical |
magazine of American Trotsky-

international situation. He dem-
onstrated that capitalism on a
world scale has no possible per-
spective but continued decline.
The present armaments race
will end in ‘a Third World War,

ons that will destroy all the con-
quests of civilization and pos-
sibly mankind itself,

But there is every reason for
optimism, Frank
declared. He pointed to the vic-
tory of the Soyiet Union over

herent in nationalized and plan-
ned economy—a power that dis-
played itself despite everything
the Stalinist regime did to
shackle it.

Comrade Frank called atten-
tion to recent great events to

ism of the Trotskvists. He re-
called"the revolt of the Italian
workers upon the fall of Mus-
solini’s regime, and the revolu-
tionary wave that swept over
Europe in 1945. He showed that
the German workers manifested
a similar desire to do away with
Hitler’s regime and it was the
frightful havoc of war and the
presence of Allied troops that
prevented them from going for-
ward in Germany. He pointed to
the great colonial rebellions that
have lifted tens of millions of
people to their feet in Indone-
sia, Indo-China, India and other
colonial areas. A11 these stormy
developments on a world scale,
he declared, show that capital-
ism cannot become stabilized,
and that mankind faces a long
revolutionary period ahead.

A minority position, which
envisages the indefinite post-
ponement of socialism, was
presented by Felix Morrow. The

had been hurled back, placing
on the order of the day not the

In |

 the way for a still worse depres-
sion. The real fundamental pro- |

ment of the working class since.

socialist revolution but- the

JAMES P. CANNON

struggle for democratic rights
and national liberation.

This viewpoint was
whelmingly rejected by the Con-
vention which adopted the in-
ternational resolution by a vote
of 113 to 3.

Comrade Cannon reported on
the perspectives of the socialist
revolution in the United States.
The question he considered was:
How realistic are the prospects
of a socialist revolution in Am-
erica in the coming period?

On the economic side, Can-
non recalled the course of events
since the First World War. The
fabulous prosperity enjoyed by
Wall Street in the Twenties led
to the most catastrophic of de-
pressions. American capitalism
never recovered from this de-
pression. Only by plunging the
country into the Second World
War was Wall Street able to
stave off new and ever more
precipitous declines.

PROSPECTS IN U. S.

But by entering the war, Am-
erican capitalism simply paved

spects, he said, are for an econ-
omic crisis far more acute than
that of the 1930°s. Even the
capitalist economists, he point-
ed out, believe that a new de-
pression will .start anywhere
from next spring to two years
from now. ,

What about the working class?
Will it prove capable of ending
capitalism and. buxldmg social-
ism?

‘Comrade Cannon answered,
“Yes.” He traced the develop-

World War I. The capitalist

over- |

fight.

greatest optimism.

class succeeded after that war in

CONVENTION GREETINGS T0
TROTSKYISTS THROUGHOUT WORLD

As the Amerlcan party of socialist revolution' in
the stronghold of world capitalist reaction, we hail
your heroic struggles and salute the memory of the
countless Trotskyist martyrs who have fallen in the

The workers and the.oppressed of the world face
their greatest enemy in the power-drunk Wall Street:
bandits who are bent on dominating the entire earth.

As part of our unrelenting opposition to the im-
perialist designs and atomic war plans of Washing-
ton, the Twelfth Nationa},Convention of the SWP calls
on the. American workers to demand the immediate
withdrawal of all American troops frorh foreign soil.

The greatest contribution the SWP can make to
the struggle for world socialism is to organize and
lead the mighty American working class in accom-
plishing the socialist revolution -in-the U. S. .

All the work of this Twelfth National Conven-
tion, the largest in the history of American Trotsky-

~ism, has been directed to this end.

" In the indomitable revolutlonary spirit of our
great leader Leon Trotsky, we go forward with the

Shoulder to shoulder with the revolutionary van-
guard in Europe, Latin America, Asia, Africa and
Australia, we are marching towards the decisive bat—
tles for the socialist liberation-of mankind

breaking the backbone of the
trade unions.

But in the present postwar
period, the workers are organiz-
ed in the trade unions 15,000,000
strong. The basic industries are
unionized. Wall Street will not
be able to crush this giant the
way it smashed the strike strug-
gles in the early Twenties.

The veterans of -this war came
back union-conscious. Far from
acting as scabs and strikebreak-
ers, they are among the most
militant on the picket lines,

The Negroes have made giant
strides in class-consciousness
since the First World War,” At
that time many of them were!
imported from the South and
used as strikebreakers. Now
they have become educated in
unionism and stand in the fore-
front of its struggles,

The economic crisis of the
Thirties led to thé creation of
the CIO and the strengthening
of the AFL, In the short space
of ten years the unorganized
basic industries became the most
powerful' section of the trade
union movement. This remark-
able change foreshadows what
will. happen on the political
field when the next economic
crisis occurs. In a brief period.
labor can become the dominant
political force in America.

The confidence of the capital-

The Workers: Forum columns are open to the opinions o} the readers of “The Militant” Letters
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers. Keep them short and include your name ana
yaddress. Indicate if you do not want your name printed.

" Suggests Ways

L] L] ,

To Aid Miners
Editor:
" A thought-—in the. event that
United Mine Workers funds are
tied up by the government. Has
anyone considered addressing a
slogan to the entire labor move-
ment, “Feed The Miners!”?

I suggest an open letter to the
labor movement calling upon it
to place its funds at the disposal

- of the UMW, and if need be, to

~- wag Interested in finding

collect a special assessment from
ALL union members. The AFL
and CIO have already backed the
UMW in words. ;
) Subscriber
J Chicago, IIL

Studio Striker

‘ oge
Likes "Militant’

Editor:

While distributing a Socialist
Workers Party leaflet at .a mass
meeting of the studio strikers,
we met a fellow who was dis~
tributing leaflets for his strik-
ing union. -

He asked us if our party put
out. The Militant. He said that
he .was reading the paper and
out

= ~re .out the Qrganization that

This is the age of . lines, folks,
Lines to the end of the earth;
Railroad, steamship, airlines,
Marks of a world in birth.

Lines on the face of a nation,
Cigarette, butter, and meat; -
Lines of the people’s struggles
Looking for something to eat.

Lines of imperialist armies,
Savagery on the. march;
Lines upon lines of crosses—
Price of a triumph arch.

LINES

Lines on the faces of children
Pinched and dulled with pain;
Bread lines for human génius
Bowed in the sleet and rain.

Some lines there are that are
broader
stronger
steel—

Lines of the orgarized worker
Fighting to make a world real!

And than tempered

By G.eorye Kerry

wutblished it. When he asked if
we would give publicity to the
sti zers’ 'poit ‘~¢ view in The
Militant, Comrade Lynn pointed
out a factual report already car-
ried which gave the main issues
and. events of the strike.

He then offered to arrange a
personal  interview with the
Strike Committee, so that we

and get an on-the-spot picture
of the movie strikers’ outlook.
We want to give them a hand
in putting their grievances be-
fore the workers in other in-
dustries.
Dick Gregor

Los Angeles, Calif.

= - A Handy Way to

To The Militant .
116 University Place

L}

me for support.

New York 3, New York.

. i like The Militant because it tells the truth.
to help because | know it depends-upon workers like

Here is my contribution of $ e

Name ..oecovoncesoocnnnroneeeocons eerescisaseidencoesass
(Please print) .

;Address T T L LR TR TR TR IR T TP T ST
| B o1 T T P R SRR
" Postal Zone ............ SHARE . T\ et

Heip The Mllll'ant

1 want

can visit the strike headquarters

'Militant' A Hubil'
Editor:

The Militant is a hablt with
me now. I agree that a labor
party of some sort should be
forthcoming soon. It’s the only
salvation of the workers, judg-
ing from the last election.

I have a son in the Marines,
¢ in the last letter he wrote
me, he expressed his feelings
about the Sou'™, thusly:

e God Dad, I was born

you go, Dad, the poorer the peo-
ple are, and the dirtien every-
ta 1 ‘1 think we are poor;
well, the people down here—
God have mercy on them and

help them!”
) ‘ . Kim
Hartford, Conn,

Hopes For Return
Of 8-Page 'Militant’

Editor: N

I have missed hose extra two
page in The Militant because
your paper carries news I can’t
fir.d in the daily papers. I hope
yewll soon be able to publish

£ 1 8-page issue every week.

.

in the North 'The further South !

ists in" their system has broken
down, Comrade Cannon pointed
out. From 1922 to 1929 they talk-
ed about ‘“endless . prosperity,”
about every worker becoming a
capitalist. They sald Henry Ford
had given an effective answer
to Karl Marx’s prophecies about’
the
crises.

Many faint-hearted or half-
blind intellectuals were taken in
by this propaganda. ,Only the
small body of American Marx-
ists saw the real! course’ of
events, and  correctly predicted

‘the coming crash,

Today it is difficult to find
any: professional capitalist
spokesman who is not filled with
fear uwnd foreboding over the
coming economic debacle,

“The Socialist Workers Party
has every right to the greatest
revolutionary optimism, declar-
ed Comrade Cannon.

Reporting for the minority.
Felix Morrow counterposed to
this revolutionary  perspective,

Whe prospect of a long-term

stabilization of American cap-

{italism. Following a -brief phase

of “price adjustment,” he said,
there , wpuld coms.. an extended
periods of--prosperity and’ only
then could one: “realistically”
talk of an economic crisis.. As
in the International report, Mor-
row was hypnotized b the seem-
ingly irresistible power of cap-

‘|italism, and was profoundly pes-

simistic concerning the possibil-
ities and prospects of the rev-
olutionary socialist movement.

The Convention adopted the

the American Revolution pres-
ented by Comrade Cannon by
the same overwhelming vote as
on the International resolution.
These perspectives of the Am-

| erican Revolution, worked out

in theses form for the consider-
ation of the Convention, together
with a transcript of Comrade
Cannon’s report, are scheduled
for early publication as a pam-
phlet.

TASKS OF SWp

The report on the immediate
political prospects and the
tasks facing the Socialist Work-
ers Party was given by M. Stein.
The primary task, he pointed
out, was the rapid transform-
ation of the SWP into a mass
party of action. In this connec-
tion; he outlined a whole series
of problems for discussion by
the delegates. Among the most
crucial, he Said, is the present
rabid red-baiting campaign wag-
ed against the labor movement

Workers Party is fighting the
red-baiters with atl its strength
and energy. In a number of
trade union bodies, he reported,
members of the Socialist Work-
ers ‘Party have succeeded in
blocking the efforts of the red-
baiters to split labor. The Com-
munist (Stalinist) Party, by way
of contrast, he pointed out, has
either retreated in 'the face of
the onslaught or has added its
own ‘variety of red-baiting—.
slanderous attacks on the “Trot
skyists.”

$tein reported the great gains
made: by the Socialist Workers
Party in the recent election cam-
paign. Despite being thrown off
the ballot in both New York and

PHILADELPHIA
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Party
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inevitability of capitalist |

standpoint on the perspectives of |*;

by Wall Street and its agents. |
He told how' the Socialist

winning members by the score,

| as well as hundreds of sympath-

izers, and putting “our name on
the political map as the most
dynamic party .in the. laoor
movement. Full returns on the
vote were not yet in for Minne-
sota, New Jersey and Washing-
ton; but first reports are most
encouraging. In California
where arbitrary, anti-democratic
election laws virtually exclude
small parties from the ballot, a
write-in campaign brought ex-
cellent results. A great future
lies ahead for us in the field of
election actmty, sald Stein.
Now we must go over our ex-
periences, see where we missed

IR

FARRELL DOBBS

up on opportunities, “work out
improvements, and prepare for a
national campaign in 1948,

No matter what the ups and

immediate future, declared Com-.
rade Stein, the general instab-

evitably impels the workers on
the road to struggle. Fear of
depression, fear of another war,
fear of fascism continually pre-
vent the working class from set-
tling down to any sort of stable
or routine existence. Capitalism
itself forces them to organize
and to take part in politics.
This is the guarantee of our
success.

RECRUITMENT

In the two years since its last
convention, the SWP’s rate of
recruitment has steadily risen.
It has not only more than dou-
Lled in size but its composition
has steadily improved. The in-
tlux of trade unionists, of Ne-~
groes, of housewives and youth
has transformed the organiz-
ation and its activities.

Now we have the realistic pos-
sibility, continued Stein, of ex-
tending our activities on a much
wider basis than formerly. We
are on the road to.transforming

ment into the mass party of the
working class.

_ The report on trade union
‘work was given by Farrell Dobbs,
editor of The  Militant. The
facts and’ figures he presented
show that the Socialist Work-
ers Party has not only achieved
the goal set six years ago of be-
coming proletarian in composi-
tioh, but is
ahead, recruiting the cream of
the militants in the trade union
movement. k

fractions in auto, steel, rubber,
railways and maritime high-
lighted one of the most instrue-
tive sessions of the convention.
The report on railroads was es-
pecially significant. Given by a
veteran trade' Unionist it reveal-
ed the great progress the pro-
gram of the SWP is making in
this fleld,

Farrell Dobbs also reported on
the organization work of the So-
cialist Workers Party, He made
a detailed report of its recruit-
ment drives, circulation of the.
press, and finances.

. Our worst single problem right

now, he explained, is finances.
With the cadres now available,
the Socialist Workers Party
could grow by leaps and bounds.
But we are” hampered at every
turn by this limitation. Inflation
has raised prmtmg costs to such
an exorbitant level 'that
Militant‘%had to be cut from
eight pages to six.

FUND PROPOSED
To meet this emergency, the

fund ‘of $20,000 by March 1,
1647,

convention were\ the pane] .dis-

rades particularly mterested ‘in
the Socialist Workers Party. Be-
work, Militant circulation #nd

Negro Struggle, and Veterans.
A new National Committee |-

.| was - elected. Tn its COmpo,sit'ijon_'";,
it reflects the ‘success of “the’| "

party in “winning trade union=

Oth, our party forged ahead‘

downs in the class struggle in the.

ility of the capitalist system in--

Socialist Workers.

the American Trotskyist move- |

forging = rapidly’|

Reports from the trade union

The |

delegates decided. to raise a|

Among the hlgh points of the;

cussions. These were- discuglons ;
held between sessions - by .com-.

certain phases of the work of |
sides panels on trade  union.

Militant .correspondence, ‘- fruit- |-
“| ful discussions were held on. the’ ‘ :
“{FLINT—Visit SWP and Militant

trength OfAmerlcan Trotskyism
own At SWP’s 12th Convention

Convention Greehngi‘

. To Natalia Trotsky

The Twelfth National Con-
vention of the Soclalist Work-
ers Party, meeting on the’
Eighteenth -Anniversary = of
American Trotskyism, ‘ sends
.you, dear ‘comrade, its' warm- -
est - \fraternal greetings.

This is the largest national
assembly our movement has
yet held. Every delegate has-
reaffirmed his resolve to car-
ry forward -our revolutionary
work guided by the method
and program of Leon Trotsky.

to steel our ranks for.the
great task before us is the he-
roic example = and indomi-
table spirit of our great
teacher. We are eonfident of
the victory of the World Par-
ty of the Socialist Revolution.

One of the forces helping |

ists to its banner. There are
more trade unionistson the new

-Committee than any previous

one. :
A proposal of the Workers Par-

| ty for “unity” was rejected with
ohly 3 in favor. The Workers’

Party is a group, petty-bour-
geois-in ideology and composi-
tion, which split from the Social-
ist Workers Party in 1940.. Al-
though vigorously attacked by
Leon Trotsky before his death;
‘they have since maintained the
pretense of being Trotskyists
too. The Convention character-
ized their offer of “unity” as

nothing but a shabby maneuver |

designed to split away a few
members of the Socialist Work-
ers Party. -

After gliscussing the infernal
situation in the party, the con-
vention by a vote of 101 to 4
with no abstentions decided to
expel Felix Morrow and David
Jeffries- for “disloyal and dis-
ruptive activities.” Their follow-
ers: were given one final oppor-
tunity to return to the path of
party loyalty.

Comrade Murry Weiss closed
the convention with a speech on
the meaning of this gathering
to the delegates and to the
party.

The Twelfth Convention of the
Party then
concluded with the slnging of
ike “revolutiocary song of the
working class, the Internatio-
nale, :

The largest 'party gathering

|yet held in the 18 years of the

American Trotskyist movement,
the Twelfth Convention marked
the great progress of revolu-
tionary socialism in America.
The first difficult stage of build-
ing a mass working class party
has been passed. The plans
agreed upon at the Convention
furnish the tools for the. next
great stage of development.
From a party of propaganda,
the Socialist Workers Party will
now swiftly be transformed into
a party of action.

" Harry Thompson,
Section Literature Reporter for
Los Angeles Local iof the Social-
ist Workers Party, relates a few

{|highlights in his round-up re-

port on the distribution of 11,000
copies of the election issue of
The Militant:

“We had good reception at 4
Stalinist street corner meeting.
The “Stalinists wer. haranguing
the workers with their people’s
front line while the workers read
The Militant. The Stalinists be-

|came furious. One Stalinist ran

up to their bookstore and re-
turned with a few copies of the
Peoples World plus their Con-
spiracy Against The USSR, -

was: of no avail. The workers
felt they had something solid in
The Militant. Finally the Stal-
inists resorted to slander’ and
vilification by the chairman “of
the meeting and their trade un-
ion. director. ‘
to, form goon squads against
The Militant distributors, but
the sympathy of the workers to-
ward us prevented them from

‘| physically attacking- us.”

Comrade Thompson tells about
a distribution at a Studio Mass
Meeting in the Hollywood Legion
Stadium: “Comrade Dick L. re-
ported a conversation with g
picket captain. This picket cap-
tain subscribes to The Militant
and likes it very much. Comrade
Dick asked him for an interview
for The Militant to further pub-
licize' the strike. The picket
captain (a leading militant in
one of the studio unions on
strike) agreed.

“From the beginning of the
election campaign until the day
he left for New York City, Com-
rade Manuel Fischler distribut-
ed the bulk of the election Mili-
tants and election folders. He
was assisted by Comrades Mae
Manning, Manuel Sunshine,.
Harry Thompson, Sam Stark,
Cecelia and Dorothy.

“From Oct. 24 until election
eve, Comrades Mae Manning and
Harry Thompson distributed the
bulk of the literature. They were
assisted by Comrades Jack Dall,
Leah, Carl F., Bernard, Sid,
Pauline and Eileen of Westside
Branch, Wallace and Bill K., a
new comrade.

“The comrades mentioned
sbove, plus the comrades who
participated in the distributions
at the Negro churches deserve
commendation for their good
work.”

. * k%

Militant Director El Snyder of
Flint writes: “I amr submitting
another sub that you can credit
to the Flint Branch for Novem-
ber. You see, we set the goal for
each comrade as five subs to
have their names mentioned in
The Militant Army, The com-
rades must work for it. We have
a friend who has gone out and
obtained not one sub, but three.
This is what I mean when I say
the comrades must work for it;

comrades can.”

‘Militant’ Election Issue
Well Received In LA.

energetic I

“All, of this running around

They attempted

it a friend can do it, certainly |

Snyder’s name appears well at
the top of that scoreboard.

* k%

tant Manager, comments about
the work being done by other
branches:  “From the latest
Militant Army columns the Bos~

to be a live-wire branch. Such
results as that should shame us
other branches into more activ-
ity. From their results it seems

the best method of really arous-
ing the morale and enthusiasm
of the comrades .

We are planning to do that for
our branch, but have not done
so as yet. I keep a record of who

ings for their work,”
A ] l *

E Brent forwarded six subs

Detroit durmg the week.
* 9
Flo Hamlish of Chicage
Branch sent six subs explainings

‘neighborhood work.’
note they are primarily renew-

als.”
* ll *

the last few days..
* x % :

Other branches heard from
with subs are: Akron—2 subs,
San Pedro—6 subs, Toledo—3
subs, New York—8 subs,

* ® %

Militant boosters are finding
many ways to help build circul-
ation.

Belle Montague of Cambridge
writes: “Thank you v, much
for printing the artifle about
Howard Street, Cambridge, and
the adventures of Mr. Paris It
has aroused the interest of the
entire neighborhood in The
Militant. After all, people are
funny in a way and they always
respond to news of the home
town! I was wondering If you

the Oct. 26 number, which
contains the above-mentioned
article,

“Of course, I will pay for
them, if you would be willing to
wait a week or two for payment.
I have heard. about the finan-
cial situation, of course, but this
is an exceptmn as it is a chance,
I believe, to interest many new
people and perhaps obtain quite
a few subscriptigns.”

NEWARK

Charlie Chaplin Film
Festival, Social and Dance
SATURDAY, NOVY. 30

Socialist Workers Party
423 Springfield Ave. 8:30 p.m.
Refreshments

Come and meet other ‘Militant’ Readers
At these Local Activities of

The Socialist Workers Party

¥

AKRON — Visit The SWP, 2nd
floor, 8 So, Howard St., Akron
8, O. Open daily except Sunday,
2 to 4 pm, - o0

Saturdays: Current Events
Discussion, 8 p.m..followed by
social. Admission free,

BALTIMORE—For Information
write Box 415, Baltimore 3,
Md. Monthly forums.

BAYONNE—SWP neadquarters 1
-« Open - house:

162 W 23rd St.
2nd and 4th Saturdays,::.:: :

BOSTON —Oftice at 30 Stuart‘

St. Opeh Saturdays from noon
until 5 p.m.; Wednesdays and
Fridays. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
" ‘Sunday Forum- -3 p.m. .
BUFFALO — Open every after-
hoon except Sunday. Militamnt
Forum, 629 Main St., 2nd floor.
Phone MAdison 3960. -
Open house and current
events discussion every Satur-

day, 8:30 p.m. Admission free.|

CHICAGO - Visit' SWP MW,
. Adams (corner Halsted). Open

scept”-Sunday. - Tel. -, Dearborn
4767. Library, bookstore.. L
. Bat. night, open house.
'CLEVELAND — Militant * Forum
every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at
' Peck’s Hall 1446 E. 82nd .St.
- off Wade Park Ave.).

CONNECTICUT — Write to the
Militant, P.O. Box 841, New
Haven."

DETROIT — Open house every
Saturday, 8 p.m. at 6108 Lin~
wood. Office open daily 12 to |-
' 5. Phone Tyler: 7-6267 )

Sunday forums, 3 p.m.

. headquarters, 215 E. Ninth St.,
Flint 3, Mich.

.Open Monday through Fri-
day, 5 pm. to 9 p.m.

LOS ANGELES—Visit Militant |

11-am. to 5 p.m. daily, ex-

-|PHILADELPHIA — SWP Head-

Publishing Assn., 3161, W. Pico
Blvd. -Open daﬂy, 12" noon to
5 p.m. Phone Richmond 4644.
Every Friday, 8 pm.—-—Mih-
tant Workers Forum, 466 E.
Vernon.
SAN PEDRO, Mllxtant Publish-
_ing Assn, 1008 8. Pacific,
-Room 214. "
MILWAUKEE — Visit the Mil-
waukee SWP branch, 424 E.
‘Wells St., evenings from 7:30.
MINNEAPOLIS-- Visit the Labor
“Book Store, 10 ‘South 4th St..
.open ‘10"am. to 5 p.m- daily.
.Sunday Forums,"3:30 p.m.
NEWARK—Visit SWP headquar-
ters, 423 Springfield Ave.

Phone Blgelow 3-2574. lerary' )

and reading room opén week
' nights, 7-10 p.m. L
.Friday aight forum. 8: 30
NEW YORE--CITY HQ,
University: Place. GR 5-8149
Tues., 9 p.m. and Sat., 4:30, re-
hearsal of Militant chorus.
"HARLEM: 103 W 110 St.
Rm. 23. MO. 2-1866.
Every Thursday Open Dis-
cussion, -8 p.m.
BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave..
Lst floor. phone TI 2-0101.
Reading room open Mon. to
i Pri., 7 to 10 p.m,
Current events
Fridays at 8.
BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St..
Phone - ST. 3-7433.
Mon, Class — “Program of
SWP,” 7 p.m.
CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St.
phone CH 2-9434.
OAKLAND, Cal.--Meetings Wed-
nesday, Odd Fellows Temple,
410 - 11th St For information
‘write to P.O, Box 1351. :

‘ discussion

quarters, 1303-05 W. Girard
_Ave., 2nd floor. Open daily

16|

Stevenson 5820.
PITTSBURGH—SWP headquar-
ters 1418 Fifth Ave., 2nd floor,
Round table  discussions, 2nd
and. 4th Sundays each month,
3:30. Phone: Court.6060.
PORTLAND, Ore. — Visit the
SWP headquarters, 134 8. W.
Washington, 3rd Floor. Tel
ATwater 3992. Open 1 to
4 p.m., daily except Sunday,
and 6 to 8, Tuesday, Friday.
. Wed. night class on Social=-

We can add -that C’ora'deb
Fred Martin, Milwaukee Mili- .

ton Branch is certainly proving -

that the mobilization basis is -

“The scoreboard idea of the -
Flint Branch is proving valuable.’

got subs and the comrades are
given credit at our branch meet=

obtained by the comrades of '

“These people are located in an
area which we intend to cane
vass thoroughly in our projected
You will

Five subs have been received
from Cleveland Branch during

could spare some extra copies of =

-

ism and current events, 8 p.m. -

| SAN.. DIEGO—Héadquarters 623

Sixth Ave., opén 3-9 p.m, daily.
SAN FRANCISCQ — Visit the
San Francisco School of Social
Science, 305 Grant Ave. core

,~ ner of Grant and Sutter, 4th

floor: open from 12 unoon to
4:30 p.m., daily except Sun-
day. Phone EXbrook 1926.
SEATTLE—Visit. our Headquar-
ters, 19192 Second Ave. Open

Monday through Saturdays, : .

‘noon to 6 p.m. Tel. SE-0543.
Library, Bookstore. ' -
Friday forum—s8 p.m.

ST. LOUIS—Visit our Headquar=
ters, 1023 N Grand Blvd.,, Rm.
312, open Monday, Wednesday,
Friday, 7:30 to 9 p.m F‘orum;
every Thursday 8: 30 pm
Phone Jefferson 3642. ’

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St., St.

:Paul 2, Phone Garfield 1137, -
Open daily 2:30-9:30. )

TACOMA, Wash. Meetings
every Wednesday, 8 p.m., at
Oddfellows Hall, 6th and Faw=
cett.  Discussions on current
topics.
“P.O. Box 1079,

TOLEDO——SWP headquarbers at
108 Summit 8t. Toledo 4, O,
- OQpen_ daily. . Phone MAin 8919.

YOUNGSTOWN — Militant
bor Forum, 35% 8. Watt St.,

Friday forum, 8 p.n. Phone
i . \ % ¢ BT

\Youngstown 3, O.

For in: ormatlon. writo




Diary Of A Steel Worker

Thirty Years In The Sieel M|||

- By Theodore Kovalesky=

A

£

AILITANT

.There’s so much work;and it’s such tough work
when you change a_tuyere,.that before the job is
done, everybody is sore. Jimmy will be swear-
ing at Slim or vice versa
or the boss will yell at some-
hody, -and he'll -yell back
at the boss. And they’ll be
yelling above ‘the constant
nerve-(wracking roar of the
blast, as tens of thousands
of cubic feet of air are howl-
ing out of the *“snort” into
the atmosphere every min-'
ute.

So you can lmaglne how
the boys felt - yesterday - -when old Steve, the
keeper; was holding up things, fussing with
the ratchet wrench ‘Jimmy looked at me across
the blowpipe as we held it, sweating and breath-
ing heavily, next to the furnace wall. “That old
man’s crazy working up here in this heat,” he
grunted

I 'just muttered, “Sure,” and held on to Lth‘e
bar. :

“He ought to be home in bed
labor gang,” Jimmy- snorted.

But I was too hot and tired for conversation;:
80 Junmy didn’t bother to. say any more untll.
we . got the job finished.

In the meantime, 0ld Steve went o’ iworkmg-
in a: plodding, methodlcal manner, bent and
stooped ‘and. old. -7 !

I don’t know. just. how old Steve is. They say
he’s about sixty-five, but- he looks eighty. His
body is bent quite qut 'of shape, and his face is
gwisted: and lined. Even his‘hands are ctooked,

. the .knuckles :badly. swollen- and the fingers
twisted. Sometimes, up on' the furnace floor,
they will put & slab/of steel over a:cinder.runner
for a. bridge. After g few- months,;; when - molten-
slag has flowed under it four or ﬁve tlmes every

. or in the

day, the slab becomes.warped and twisted crazily

_ out of shape, Steve is like that, Only, it has taken:

the heat about thirty years to warp him, o
He hasn't much to say. When his buddy re--

lieves him at the end of the shift, he’ll jabber at:|
him for a while, .complaining . that he has: 10
.do.all the work while the . other. takes it easy; |

and then he’ll clump down the stairs towatd the
locker room.

When Jimmy complained that Steve should
be in the labor gang, I don't suppose he really
meant it, He was just hot and crabby, the way

we.all get when we have to change a tuyere. No, |
it would be hard. for Steve to go into the gang |’

now. Instead of the furnace heat; he’'d have to:
suffer the stabbing winter wind: in: the furnace
yard. The rheumatism that his years of. furnace
work have given him (like-all old furnace men)

would be twice.as agonizing if he had' to wade.

tor eight hours through the winter snows.

will just have to keep working. and plodding
and sweating up on ‘the furnaces that he has
known with' a terrible ; intimacy for S0 many
years. Like an ‘old mule, he must drag his
burden until death takes-it from hi§ shoulders
Oh, of course, there's always the pension plan
of the company, but in spite of the fact:that
almOst everythlng but an ‘uncanny knowledge
$ ‘ ,"been burned out of . his
brain during the past thirty years, Steve
1 art enough to know that a man can't
llve on'the ten or fifteen dollars a v-eek the plant

.. ~would, pay, hifa,

Evéry now and then you’ll see a big ad in the

gpapers thdt .says there s & Tuttire for men in the.
““steél plants of the nation. Well, I suppose that’s

true. -But to understand that future, you have

. to see old, bent Steve plodding through the snow

toward his furnace with his coffee bottle stick-
ing out-of the hip pocket of his ragged, burnt
pants. J

The. Negro Sl'ruggle

| ' .
s

Last Week the Unlted Nations General Assem-

was a--short resolution, intro-
duced “by -the Egyptian delega~
tion, and its full text read as
follows .
“The* General’ Assembly of
the ‘Uriitéd Nations declares that
it is in the higher interests of
humanity ‘to put an immediate
end to religious and so-called ra-
cial persecutions and discrimina-

responsible authorities to conform
e letter and to the spirit of the
Charter of the United Nations, and to take
the ‘most’ prompt and energetic steps to that
end. >

Thls resolution plainly does not take up much
space But it'ls ‘not.worth even the small piece
of paper it.is. printed on. It is window-dressing;
it, will.be used.to save face for the various mem-
bers of the United Nations; but it will never have
the least effect in reducing or eliminating dis-
crimmation and persecution.

Because the fact is that it was adopted’ unani-,‘
mously. — that is, every delegation voted for it,
inbludingdelegations from countries most guilty
of Jim-Crow.and terror against minorities. Some

. of these delegates not only voted for the reso-
hition 'with ‘& straight face, ‘but even had the
gall ‘to take the floor: and say they wlshed the
1esolution was stronger

tions, and calls on the Govern-.

Jlm" vCrow And The \UN

By William E. Bohannon

It lsn’t a. resolution that the oppressed minori-

resolutions. Show. this resolution to the Jews in
Europe and Cyprus or the Negroes in Sotith
Africa and South Carolina and they will tell

" oppressors of ‘the minorities can vote for such ] of . defense of living standards, -

1 Holderman further declared that
1tHe escalator clause should also |
be “applled to the whole range |

you ‘how much it contributes to the “higher in- i

terests of  humanity.”

Truman ‘and the leading Republicans .and-

Democrats "are great supporters of the United
Nations. But has anyone seen them taking “the
most prompt and energetic steps” to do anything
about Jim Crow or Judge Lynch in this country
before or during the adoption of this resolution?
Is  there a single. person in this country who
seriously expects them to take any kind of steps

on this question now that the resolution is.

adopted? )

Like many other pieces of paper containing
noble sentiments, ‘this new resolution was only.
made’to be ignored or violated. What is it worth
when the Bill of Rights and the Constitution
of the United States are flouted every day.in
the year so far as the rights of minorities are
concerned?

These resolutions' and declarations by - our
oppressors are intended. to convince us that.we
can get our rights without tighting for them
If we are fooled by them and sit back to wait
for the ruling class to emancipate us, then we
will forever remain the victims.of discrimina-
tion and segregation Only mass organization

and struggle can secure ‘and guarantee our.
rights. ;
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N. 1. CIO Asks

‘No, as. long as he can stand it, the old man !

Sliding Scale

0f Benefits

' NEWARK, N. J., Nov. 25—
.The prmciple o# the ‘sliding

scale of. wages.and. compen-
sation received new. support
last week :when spokes-
men of the New Jersey State
CIO issued a statement in con-
nection with Sickness Compen-

sation hearings being - held  at

the State’ House.
Carl’ Holderman, “president of
the State: CIO proposed that “a

 cost-of-living escalator clause be

embodied in the proposed sick-
ness compensation law assuring
beneficiaries of weekly benefits
in conformance with living costs

-¢ | as they rise above the index fig-

ure for the average cost of liv-
ing for the period 1935-39 .

the benefits to be fixed as of
Jan. 1 of each year in order to
reflect the percentage of increase

of .social - security -legislation.
sation, old age benefits,
vivors’ benefits, etc.” ¢
IMPORTANT IMPETUS
This significant  extension- of
the sliding scale principle by an
authoritative CIO body is ex-

sur-

the sliding scale of wages at the
forthconiing December CIO Con-
vention.

.This action of th: CIO occurs
shortly, after the vigorous SWP
election campaign which. promi-
nently featured the need for the
sliding scale of wages. The SWP’s
State Program :had .specifically
endorsed the CIO and AFL pro-
posals for raising unemployment
and . workmen’s . compensation
and : establishing sickness com-
pensation. The -SWP program
also emphasized the need for the
sliding- scale- to be applied to
these ‘and other types of com-
pensation.

straight . unemployment compen- .

pected to give further impetus’
to adoption of the principle of

Page 1.

CcIO Convention In Session

lof living cost as it rises.” Over 600 delegates, representing the CIO’s six milllon H dwellings, mass rent strikes,
bly . adopted a resolution on the question of ties need Resolutions come a dime a dozen, and | Recognizing that -this is only members, shown in session at the Eighth Constitutional Con- were “unconcerned‘ .about the | qemonstrations to halt evictions,
equality for rhcial and religicus minorities, It aren’t worth even that much so long as the | a part of the broader problem | vention of the CIO in Atlantic City last week. See story on |Situation. OPA officials 1ightly | 5ng other forms of militant ac- -

Federated Picture

the West Coast. In making ®—
the expulsions public this
month, The Maritime Work-
er, issued by the Waterfront
Committee - of the Communist
Party of San Francisco, scurri-
lously attacks the four expelled
unjonists for “carrying (on)  a
red-baiting campaign of their
own...."” i y

 “Of course;” the cynical Stal-
inist author adds, “their red-.
baiting SOUNDS. different than
that used by the ship- ownel’s

They say that the. Commumst
Party -isn’t ‘radical’ enough for

is ‘too connrvative . "they

| Women Who

: Early ;this month I described the frivolous,
parasitic wives of the UN diplomats, who gossip

“merrily around the world. Last
week I saw a gathering of very
different” women—delegates and
visitors to* the - 12th * National
j- Convention ~of - the  *Socialist
Workers Party in - Chicago.
The ‘women’ at the SWP con-
vention hadn’t ‘come to eye each
other’s- i'mery or-‘show- off their
own. “They ~were’ serious parti-
cipants-in the workers -struggles.

about nothmg but fancy clothes,” as they jaunt

Bmld For The Future I

By Ruth Benson

coming hike in rents, and what we could do
about it. :

"We all understood that the many barriers :

that prevent us from’ doing the kind of work
we Prefer, the inequalities of pay, ahd the extra
burden of household driidgery, are conditions-we

must fight against day by day. It was astonish- |
ing to hear how miich  time and energy the i - ] . i
mothers especially found ior many-sided ac- is having -8 bene.f.lt showmg} of,

i ¢ | Sérgei Eisenstein’s’ famous film
‘Thur der Over Mexico” on Sat-
-urday, Dec. 7, All those wishing
v 8, | tickets should write to Josephine
reporting on their own experiences in-the fac-|

tivities!’

~We did not limit-our interest to "women S pro-
blems” alone, Women delegates participated in

+ the many panel discussions on varied subjects,

Affairs in several cities

European Workers Relief.
- TFhe Boston ACEWR Chapter

ChrlstmasBazaarsPIannedBy
AGEWR For European Relief

are scheduled to be held in

December for the benefit of the Amencan Committee for

?)

&

sonnel will be in colorful- cos-
tumes. . : -

The New York ACEWR Chap-
ter~-is holding a bazaar and. so-
c:z1 of carnival proportions on
Dec: 7 at Irving Plaza, 15 Irving
Place. Among the articles which
have been donated are four

them. They say that the Party

4 Maritime Leaders
Expelled B y Stalinists

pelled from the Commumst (Stalinist) party in recent
months are four rank-and-file maritime union leaders on

qay that we are reformlst' "

'Theé four: unionists, who were
expelled more-than two months
ago for the “crime” of criticiz-

ing the pro-capitalist policies ot

the - Stalinist leadership, are:
Ken Austin and Frank Stoute.
both members of the Interna-
tional Longshoremens Union:
and Jim Kiernan ~ahd Luchell
McDaniels both members of the
Marine Cooks and - Stewards,
Despite attempts of the Stal-
inist - leadership to- conceal the
crisls Whichis ‘shaking the Com-’
mumst Party, ev1dence of it is
COming out into the open. This
is further proof of, the scope of
the Jpurge sweeping through the
ranks,. -
+ Although - the Foster-Dennis
leadership . claims “to be anti-
capitalist, it ‘is pushing a pro-
capltalist ‘program _ that differs
only in words.from the. program
pursued. by * Browder. Many
rank-and-file- Stalinists thought
the ousting of Browder meant a
return to the revolutionary poli-
cies- of Lenin. But the Foster-
Dennis leadership, while: mouth-
ing leftist phrases, has carried
out in action a program of class
collaboration no less brazenly
than Browder did.

Now as during Browder’s time.

'OPA Officials Wilting Before

Demands Of Real Estate Barons

OPA officials:in Washington last week disclosed they
.are considering approval of nation-wide rent increases of
10 per cent as a bribe to landlords who are demanding

immediate rent-boosts of 159
per cent and removal of all
rent-controls by Spring. This
10 perj cent hike will be only a
first step.
pave the way for further con-
¢ ions to the real-estate sharks
who are grabbing 40 .per cent
n ~re profit today than in pre-
war years. ' )

Unless quick mass: action is
taken, the rent hogs, abetted by

the government, will steal added |

billions of dc  vs from the pock-~
ets of the working people, who
pay from one-sixth to one-fourth
of their income for rent alone.
While landlord. from coast to

coast are spreading a movement

to padlock empty apartments and
bar the homeless from available
rooms until the OPA yields, gov-
ernment spokesmen said they

dismissed it by saying that “only
vacant apartments can be pad-
locked. Since there are few
vacant apartments, there are few
apartments to padlock.”
300,000 CLOSED

But George M. Engler, presi-
dent of the National Apartment
Owhners Association, boasted on
Nov. 18:

“I think I am conservative in
estimating that. 300,000 dwell-
ings are now being withheld
from renters because of this
growing move against OPA con-
trols.”

His figures weré backed up by
Mrs. Frank Morris of Dallas,
president of the Texas “Land-
lords, Inc.” She claimed that
in Texas the holdout policy was
spreading “like a prairie fire”
and that “10,000 rental units
had already been closed.”

The 300,000 dwellmg units

It will undoubtedly

withdrawn from desperate fam-
ilies is more than the total num-
ber of new units completed by
August, 1946 under the govern=
ment’s Emergency Housing pro-
gram. Thus the new victims of
the rich landlords and real es=

.tate monopolists outdumber the

families who have mansged. to
find government-built dwellings,
The housing cr151s s sharpen-
ing dai',

It is almost certain: that OPA
will hand big rent increases-to
the profiteers: But this will be

only the first concession before . :

¢ 1 rent ceilings are wiped ouf.

Only mass resistance can stop 3
the grave new threat -to the:

workers’ living standards. Or-
ganized demonstrations demand-
ing utilization of all empty

tion are the only recourse of ‘mil=
lions of-tenants. o

FIRST STEPS’

First steps toward mass pro-
test have begun in New York,
where the New York City Con=-
sumer Council is organizing ten~
ants block by block. The coun=

is made up of 65 trade union,
church, social welfare and oth~
er organizations. Its immediate
proposal is a rally and picket
line at the landlord - controlled
Metropolitan Fair Rent Commit=
tee, 12 E, 41 St., which has de=
mended 15 per cent boosts m
rent.

The Council has also ani-l
nounced that it is planning &
large public meeting to be called

jointly with the CIO, the CIO

Politic-* Action Committee, In-
dependent Citizens Committee,
ani other mass ‘organizations.

Flint SWP Branch
Mourns George Hunter‘

By S. Dollinger

. FLINT — George ‘Scotty” Hunter, revolutionary fight-
er for socralism was fatally injured in a hunting accident
on Nov. 17, This working class leader, only thirty- two years
old, is mourned by his comrades in the Sociahst Workers

Party and his fellow-work-®—
ers in the UAW.

Scotty joined the Flint Branch
of the SWP g few days after the
GM strike began<last year. He
was a Chevrolet worker with
twelve years’ seniority and a
World War II veteran. In less
than a year his leadership qual-

it" ; were recognized and he was |

elected to the Executive Com-
mittee of the Flint Branch: SWP.
He helped construct and formu-

RS el o e bt Lo e

a Labor Party in the Flint area
by his consrstent activity in this
direction. )

In his last article, posthum-
ously printed in The Searchlight,
official organ of Chevrolet Lo-
cal, he ‘wrote: .

‘abor = should - immediately
put into effect the machinery for
a Labor Party now .. . Let's
start a Labor Party in the 6th

District now. I ~an think of no-

finer place to start this move=

: Al : ’ LY. bor N : _ | criticism of the leadership’s pro- |late i ici i i
Some had spent - decades in the revolutionary  tories, at union meetings, and in every branch ull, Treasurer, 78 Peterboro | wrist watches, two radios, elec capitalist line is met’ w1thp exgul- t?feiiﬁs pr(;llécf;l m;d aeHons 12 | ment than in our own industrial
movement; some :weré. mothers and housewives of Party work. St. k(A‘pt. 17), Boston 15, Mass. |tric irons, silverware, jewelry, sioni., Shyosplailitaats. wh e or movement. Flint. The eyes of the nation will
new to the ideas of socialism; some.came from There Was 1o aspect of the Convention tHat CORtributions of food, clothing | handmade  dolls, Mexican ser- |F % &7 oHe x? or e e Before his untimely. death. ), " )" “rhe presses of the
the factories; and some, still in their teens, were and money can also be arranged | 2Pes, . prints, . lithographs - and pport of capitalist politi- | Scotty was in the forefront of

leaimng their. flrst lessons in, .political struggle
:As 'we joined the meal ‘time crowds in cafe-

te_nas and - -restaurants in. Chicago’s .busy loop,. -

we talked ahout the. Seattle women who were
‘striking agalnst the. price of .milk; ;. .about.the
Toledo  women who.had:stormed:the: lClty Counw=
cil to-demand meat.a few: weeks ago, about the

On The Rallroads

did not hold our interest, because like the men,
we were there to do'a vital task, to help plan the
future work of the Socialist ‘Workers Party.

~For we: understood that only socialism will
make us free; and we. were determined to- build
and strengthen the Party. which will lead the la-.
bor: movement to v1ctory.

“Voters across ‘the country reJected a maJority
"of the candidates ‘supported by’ President A.F.
Whitneys Biotherhood ‘of Railway ‘TFrainmen,”
wrote a commentator in the
Minneapolis :Star after the
elections. : ‘Heavy- - election
casualties among the so-
. -called pro-labor .bloc laid
low 107 of the 188 House
2 aspirants. = 18 of the 23
Senatorial endorsees fell
by the wayside. Whitney,

| friendly - competition with their | Commfittee very gladly furnishes’ ; ' ; ; ahead. We .nourn his d
:Esl?l}l;ll?tid]na I\gizmsih:.;ZmofthtiieB%,;e:t(tmt,gnP‘ltol?e .|:hosts, .the..Philadelphia- ACEWR. information on-the :best.articles ||  The first’ editorlal followm*r Without special privilege or sec- Proudly we. dip our banneiatﬁi
attitude of President Truman in his ‘attenipt ['Ghapter. The A'entown-Bethle- |0f liood ?;lid clot‘hing tio s}fllnd as | this action exolams the need for g?;il;glass citizenship  for any |tribute to Comrade George
il _ | well as the postal and Shippi :

to make slaves out of a fine group of railroad A Jabor party in_the. campaign could have };l;?eh:ozig;lspzcitﬁize i hand- | el 2 the P PPIRE | discussion of issues facing labor Hunter. )
workers last May. - .mobilized behind it the millions of workers Who | — e P tona madilof winter in Eur- | 2 their merits, and hot on the N

Whitney speaks bitter truth in_these words know. that. the capitalist parties have no pro S - , ope has intensified -the suffer- |PasS of 'whether or not some pro- Penn 4 C|+y Bazaar §
But he conceals part of the truth—that it was gram to meet, the pressing problems of work * O S ANGELES ing of the workers there. Food | ponents or: opponents of a ques- B
;'h]: corl;fused shor- Slfhtﬁdlpgwy 1?f t'}ée r 9‘111‘{” ay  people—lagging wa es__ oaring prices, anti-un st o LAY and clothing are moré desper- |tion are members of some racial, Sal'ur day Evenlnq Dec 14 : 13
abor bureaucracy which left railroad workers -drives,, etc, | R EUROPEA ﬁ‘R'ELl F 7 ‘ ' * e

; : . atel eeded than ever. If you | » ‘ ;

without a voice in this campaign. It is preclsel;y Whltney and his kind who B N E : Wlsg help alleviate the ssllif- ’rellgious or | bolitigal, -minoriy. . 7 at .

Tied to the capitalist political machines, Whit- stard i i wasn the formation of a real labor: , BAZAAR fering, make a donation today. | The editorial warns = against Militant Labor Forum
ney and his fellow-bureaucrats passed out en-  party. Tied to the discredited “reward your'|| .Sat. evening Dec. 7 ||Funds are urgently needed - to ‘minority-baiting on the ground 1303 . .
dorsements right. and left.. In. Minnesota, they .;fxiends and punish your. enemies” policy, the "'j“, I ’ * ship the large quantities of cloth~ that: “It is an old" trick of the ) w. Girard Ave““e
swltChSi:)tlia;léJ;Yl1 tprélgflrsiéezlém;mttgf tge n?ewgll— .can only try. through . political sleight of handv ~ and ing. which the Committee has |bosses to -divide and congquer, LR ARG RLY Phlladﬁlphla 3
;‘Z? m1’31 Labors on gnited lglatroi ; gorogc;:mi)i- zgp?f:ehls‘te It)l;ﬁt:nclgik;ﬁlsas to the real nature ‘ Sun. oﬂ'ernoon Dec. 8_ collecteddas well as to purchase | and whoever uses such tacties | Entire proceeds for American Committee

: : ey || || food and medicine. Mak ; ) I o TN Vi

They threw, in endorsements of Michigan’s arch-  pulled out of the political hat was a dead one!. fo,iu 3},,1’,‘,’;‘ an; %&ZL t;ﬁZ",’,}ﬁ;’é‘_’ checks and money ordeia's ep;;,lf Is playing the bosses’ game either for European Workers Relief. ¢
]re{actgngiy Va%n%?;nbglg ;mth ’Is‘;) ~called libeu:lls l Ittis ltzlmeffotlh raili‘;oad wokers to end the par- || “pean- anti-faccists; able to ACEWR, and send to |Cconsciously: or unconsciously. - .Cooperating ACEWR chapters: -Philadelphia
ike DeLagy. o ashington, hey ., .even made or tricks .0 eir ureaucratic leadership and . 1 197 S er - “Wi must mamtam our
endorsements at cross purposes with each other.  join in bullding 8 labor party. . . ' 3'6/2 W :Pico Blvd, 3, Nsigo w ‘Avenue, o —Whlctf is-our strength The :Irnllz; Readlng, s ol nnd Allentown Bel‘hlehem.

4

,‘breakmg, himself came out for Starkey. whose

| further

by writing "to this address. For
mformation telephone
BIGlands 1714,

'In the Los Angeles area,
Christmas shoppers will have a
thance to get many bargains and

_ |4t the same time help the work-
jers’ of Europe by attending the
|bazaar of the L. A. Chapter to

= [ “held ‘on ‘Saturday evening

position was no different from Truman’s.

[ _Thousands upon thot-'
'sands either stayed home or cast a protest vote

.against the party in' office, All observers agree:

on this-—that the ‘vote cast was not for the Re-
publlcans but agamst the Democrats I they

®

1 Déc. 7 and Sunday afternoon

Dec. 8 at 316% West Pico Blvd.
N Y. MAZAAR ’
Four Pennsylvania Chapters of

; the ACEWR are cooperating on
{an Xmos Bazaar tl.at promises

to...be . most competitive. While
the affair will be held in Phila-

‘| delphia at 1303 W. Gifard Ave-

nue on Saturday “evenipg, Dee.
14, three other chaptefs, Allen—
town Bethlehem, Reading and

1 will operate tHeir own

vooths and sell their wares in

paxntmgs, -chinaware, and  many
other items. At the: booths will
be found handsome _leather ar-
ticles from Arabia, India, Africa,
as well as native handicraft ar-
ticles from Japan, Australia, etc.
- As all' of the articles to: be
sold ‘at these relief ‘bazaars are

| donated, many excellent bar-

gaiL.. will be found. Anyone who
wishes to help in‘this effort to
raise money ‘for the. benefit of

anti-fascists in  Europe should
| send donations of bazaar articles:|:
to the chapter, nearest their vi- |
{cinity, N. Y. donations should

be ‘sent to 197 Second ‘Avenue,

lnformation, call ORchard 4-

| 5629.

The ACEWE has.
many .
who  wish -information on how‘
and -relatives.

in Europe.. 'Ijhe

New -York.3, N.-Y. For further |, .

received .
mqumes from workers:

to send packages to their fiiends

cians and: demand . the adoption
of a revolutlonary program are
smeared as agents of- the-bosses
and: stool- pigeons ‘Honest mili-
tants, seeking to correct the line
of the Stalinist..party, are ex-
pelled and bra \d Hred-bait-
ers” because they- call ‘attention
to the reformist polic1es of the
leadership :

a struggle, in the Chevrolet Lo-
cal 659 UAW-CIO to bring about
a Labor Party. He lived to see
his ideas and the ideas of his
Party on the fight for a Labor
Party adopted ty many rank-
and-file workers and leaders of
Chevrolet Local. Without a doubt
Scotl. Huntzr r ~de a great con-
tribution to the development of

Flint UA W local 659 Publishes

Artlcles Opposing Red-Baiting

} (Speczal to The Militant)

FLIN"I‘ Mich Nov 25~ Early this-month the Execu-—
tive Board. of Chevrolet Local 659, UAW-CIO, passed a
motion condemnmg any form of red-baiting and instructed
the union. publicity committee to print editorials and arti-

.cles
The Searchlight
that pos1t10n

reflecting

ot

in the' Local’s paper,®———-

must remain an organization for
all workers ‘on an equal basis,

country will be against us, and
the big fat industrial czars will
spend milljons of dollars in false
propaganda -against us. We will

be combating Big Business all '

the way and the Democrats and

‘Republicans must be shown ‘that

we mean business.”

Though Scotty  was in the
Party for only one year, he was
a loyal and devoted proponent
of its program. He continually
sought ways and ineans of trans-
lating its ideas in the  language-

of the labor movement. As a Dis- "

trict Commifteemhan of Local 659
he militantly and aggressively
defended . the workers in Chev~
rolet and applied himself whole=
heartedly :to the task of build~
ing his Party and the power ot
its program.

It is men and w0men like
George “Scotty” Hunter who will
lead the American working class
in the great battles that lie.

sy
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