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The President’s
Inaugural Speech

By Farrell Dobbs

Truman's inaugural ceremony was converted into a military
demonstration, while the needs of the American people and the
presidential promises to serve these needs were entirely forgotten.

Gasps of mingled awe and ter- ®

ror arose from the vast throng
~ as monster intercontinental bomb-
" ers and flashing jet fighters flew
overhead, Thousands of soldiers
and sailors paraded through the
streets. v ‘
‘But no symbol was provided to
- remind the capitalist politicians
that Negroes are still being’ lynch-
ed in this country. None of the
floats carried 'a replica. of a slum
dwelling to stress the urgent need
for quick action on housing.
+ Also missing from the parade
was a poorly-clothed, under-
_ nourished elderly couple to dram-
atize the terrible plight of the
aged. No one suggested standing
a  moment in silence in memory
of the 825,000 people who died
needlessly in this country last
year because they couldn’t afford

" . propet niedical care.

Only as an afterthought, toward
the end of his war-like speech, did
the President. put in ten words
calling for “continued prosperity”
in this country..

WHO RUNS CONGRESS

His main object was to put
heavy pressure on the Senate for
quick ratification of the North
\ Atlantic military pact. He didn’t
say a word about the skullduggery
going on in Congress to wiggle
out of the election promises made
to the working people.

- Judging from the assignment
of ‘posts in Congress, you'd think
" the ‘Negro-hating, labor-baiting
Dixiecrats won the election. Dix-
iecrdts and their fellow travellers
..have dictatorial powers as chair-
“men ‘gver . ten of the fifteen Key|
Senate committees,

- Sam Rayburn, a Democrat from
the poll-tax state of Texas, is
Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives. The power to block
legislation, recently stripped from
the House Rules Committee, has
been handed over to Rayburn as
Speaker.

If civil rights legislation is to
be passed, decisive steps must be

taken to prevent a filibuster.
Yet administration leaders in the
‘Senate have sidetracked action
.against the filibuster into a com-
mittee hearing restricted to Sen-
ators only.

Meanwhile Truman’s lieuten-
ants are dickering with the ar-
rogant Southern Democrats for
a*deal to-put through some little
concession so the administration
can save face on its civil rights
promises to the Negroes and other
minorities.

DOUBLE—TALK ON RIGHTS

Another election promise on civ-
il rights is going by the boards
in the House. The Democrats are
continuing the witch-hunting Un-
American Committee that Tru-
man promised to abolish, As a
whitewashing gesture, théy have
dumped foul-mouthed Representa-
tive John Rankin. The Republi-
cans have added to the commit-
tee a former FBI agent, Repre-
sentative Harold Velde of Illinois.

Truman’s pelitical blacklist is
still in effect. The legless war
veterah, James Kutcher, is still
out of a job because of that black-
list. The Department of Justice
is pushing its thought-contrel
prosecution of the Stalinists under
the Smith Act. Attorney General
Tom Clark already has his hire-
lings eavesdropping on people’s
telephone conversations. Now he
wants Congress to legalize his
wire-tapping so he can use it as
evidence in court.

Trumgn’s policies are encour-
_aging abuse of civil rights instead

tion he promised. The Detroit po-
lice now require. newspaper re-
porters to sign “non-Communist’”
affidavits to get press passes
necessary for news gathering.
Like his double-talk about civ-
il rights, the President’s promise
to repeal the Taft-Hartley Act
wasn’t the real McCoy. “Responsi-
ble observers” (meaning unnamed
(Continued on Page 2)

‘Militant’ Office
Gutted by Fire

NEW YORK, jan 27 —
dut last Sunday cvening shortly

A fire of unknown origin broke
before 7 P. M. on the third floor

of the ‘headquarters of the Socialist Workers Party, 116 Univer-

gity Place. The flames gutted the
Militant editorial office, destroy-
ng virtually the entire office
equipment, desks, chairs, files,
typewriters, and other material,
most of it acquired with difﬁculty
over a period of many years. It
- will take several weeks to repair
the damage to the walls, ceilings
and floors alone.

While the firemen succeeded in
restricting the fire, it was. aot
before considerable damage was
. likewise incurred on the floor
 below, where the Militant :busi-

ness office is located, with its

addressing: machines and other

mailing equipment. On the whole,
i the. fire and water damage ‘was

extensive, anmounting to a loss

of several thousand dollars, un-
-covered by insurance.

DIFFICULT SITUATION
It-was a serious financial loss
to- The Militant, which is already
sorely - pressed for funds. Re-
cognizing the gravity of the blow,
- the New York City Convention
" of the SWP, which was in session
in ‘the building at the time of

the, fire, took immediate action.

“Upon. reconvening in another

building, the delegates and mem-,

bers in ‘attendance immediately
took up.a collection. Cash dona-
tions amounted to $230° and an
- additional $285_  was _pledged,
makmg a total of $515.

I{ELP NEEDED

The editorial staff of The Mijli-
~tant wishes to take this occasion
to thank the Local New York
organization and, at the same
_time, to. make an appeal for
emergency funds ‘to our friends
: and readers in other parts of \the

©

dollar contributed will not only
relieve the strain of this dif-
ficult situation but will enable us
to begin the necessary work .of
restoration.

To be most ef_fecuve, help must
reach us quickly. We are coyfident
of the response from our readers
and friends and we thank them in
advance for it.

Please forward your contribu-
tion to The Militant, 116 Univer-
city Place, New York 3, N. Y.

of g1v1ng~the people the ptotec- |
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Trotskylsts Run
For Office in Two
California Cities -

Campaiygns“ Open in
Los Angeles, Oakland

‘LOS ANGELES—Myra Tanner

geles Socialist Workers Part),
has filed her declaration of in-
tention to run for Mayor in the
Apr. 5 municipal primary. Charg-
ing that the Bowron administra-
tion has operated in the interests
of Big Business, she proposes,- if
elected, to act in the interests of
the great majority of the people
in the community, the working
class. ‘ /
“My campaign will be a cam-
paign ‘for socialism,” she ™said.
I 'shall deal with the ‘real
problems facing the people of this
community—the growing unem-
ployment, the threat of war or
depression, the attacks on ecivil
rights—and I shall present the
gocialist program for - dealing
with them. ' ‘
“In my candidacy the voters of
Los Angeles will have an “alter-
native to the capitaiist candidates
of evely stripe in ‘the city eloc—
tion,”

leaders ‘for the “weakness and
lack of independence and unity |
of the labor movement here in
politics.” She recalled that four
years ago the CIO leaders had
supported Bowron for election
“‘only to be rewarded with_ police
strikebreaking in the U. 8.
Motors and Hollywood strikes.”

She warned that the California
Committee for National C10-PAC
appears to be prepaging to white-
wash Bowron’s anti-labor record
in an effort to sell him as “a
great liberal.”

QAKLAND—Filomena M. Goel-
man is the SWP candidate in the
Apr. 19 primary for the Oakland
City Council. She will be the first
socialist candidate for office in
this city since 1911.

Fil Goelman is Well dcqualnted
with the problems facing Oakland
workers, being an active member
of Local 1566, International Asso-
ciation of Machinists, and the
NAACP. She previously belonged
to Local 76, UAW. The main
issues to be stressed in her cam-
paign will be labot control of the
city  government, passage of. o
local FEPC law and measures Lo
assure adequate city houslng and
hanspmtahon and meet  the
problem “of gl ow1ng ‘unemployi-

ment

Weiss, chairman of the Los An- |

Myla .Welss blamed local GIO

Impenallsts m ,hanshal

Fear Workers'

With the collavse of Truman's
attempt to keep Chiang Kai-shek
in power in China and the flight
of the ' former . dictator from
Nanking, American and British
business interests im China are
now seeking the earliest possible
understandmg with the Chinese
Stalinists. _ -

This is. clearly indicated in a
Jan. 20 dispatech from Shanghai
to the conservative N. Y. Herald
Tribune which reveals with un-
usual frankness the current at-
titude of Anglo- American im-
perialism tewald -the Chinese
Stalinists. ‘ _

“Far . from. admiring Gen-
eralissimo -Chiang Kai-Shek for
his continued stubborn battle
against the Chinese Communists,”
declares the . Herald Tribune,
“leading. 1ep1esentat1ves of big
British and American egpital here
today are cursing him openly for
his failure to:recognize that the

" wat has long been lost and for

the incapacity of hlb kuomlntdng
clique to rule.” -

Chiang’s’ refusal to capltulate
and his tljnsfel of the capital to
Canton, ‘“thereby prolonging the
struggle, "has only exasperated
foreign business .men: here still
further. They were absolutely
convinced -that complete victory
for the Communists under Mao
Tse-tung. is only a matter of a
little time, and are already recon-
ciled -to it. They profess to :be-
lieve they can do business with
the coming Communist govern-
ment, and -are principally worried
here in Shanghai at what’ kind
cf brief interim there will be be-
tween the hours when Nationalist
rule collapses and Communist
rule is established.”

This on:the-scene réport of the
views .of American and British
imperialist representatives reveals
their. acute consciousness of ‘the
class * forcés™ operating in - the
Chinese ' revolution.. They- place
aheve all: other consnderatwns

Jprising

retention of their holdmgs. Every
move they make is designed fo
tlghten their grip; or if their
grip is being loosened to retain
a finger-hold as long as possible.

IMPERIALISTS CONVINCED
Continued association with the
Chiang regime now endangers
their holdings. They must seek a
new point of support. This is of-
fered.by Chinese Stalinism. Quite
apparently Mao Tse-tung and his
associates have succeeded in con-
vincing the British and Amer-
ican imperialists that they really
intend to safeguard foreign in-
vestments and imperialist ex-
ploitation of China.
It must be noted that a deep
fear has helped incline Britisk
and American business toward
putting their trust in the sincerits
of Stalinist assurances. As the
Chinese " revolution develops, i
will tend more and more to spread
from a strictly peasant overtuin

(Continued on page 2)

CP Tr id’
By Farrell Dobbs
FROM THE FEDERAL
COURTROOM, NEW  YORK,
Jan. 27—Proof that federal juries
are packed with representatives
of the rich is coming to light
here 'in the:thought-control trial
of 11 Stalinists. So far 16 of the
23 grand jurors who indicted the
Stalinists have been called to the
witness stand by the defense.
Here is what their testimony
has revealed, despite desperate
efforts of the government <o
block evidence showing the true
wealth of the jurors, and despite
the rigid limitations imposed on
defense questions by the judge.
Grand juror Thomas Hill Clyde
is a director and btookho]dm in n
real Lstatc r01p01dt10n His name
is in the Social' Register, mean-
ing h¢ t1avels, in the “best”
circles, *
Jdmes Chester Johnson is a
dealer in ‘stocks and bonds;. his
14 Wall Street. The
oom laughed when

Shows

kins, was on the same grand
jury. ‘

ane the prosecutor has ob-
jected to a defense question, these
Wall Street sharks wait for him
to object to every question. Some-
times they object for themselves,

and : the judge often sustains
them. )
Juror henly J.. }Iduck is

secretary-treasurer and a stock-

located in the-swank Fifth A'venue
shopping district.

Arthur 8. Heiman is prmclpal
stockholder in - three textile cor-
porations. He is also- a member
of the Federal Grand Jury Asso-
ciation, private organization
that  supplies . the government
with lists of “good” jurors and
"eets out an “educational” publica-
tion called The Federal Juror.

Donald C, Webster sells cement
to" building contractors for the
Univer, sa] At]dS 'nemon nionopoly.

a

holder in a jewelry corporation

(New England textile mills. He is

now going into the . air
business. -

If the selection of jurors is
“entirely a matter of chance,” as
the government claims, then Col-
man could make a fortune match-
ing penni¢s. He has been on 15
federal 'and New York grand
juries and “several” trial juries.
We are asked to helieve he was
picked ' that ~many times by
“chance” in a city of eight mil.
lion people. . He . talked about

“when ‘I entered the grand jury
service” as if he had been elected
to permanent office.

The Jury Clerk wanted to put
Colman on a trial jury. But he
put in a beef that he was entitled
to go on-the federal grand jury
in “recognition’ of long seivice
and in the ifature of a promo-
tion.¥ He got the* promotion.

Andrew J. Coakley pitched for
the P]nladelp}na Athlehcs years
ago, He 1§ now’ bdseball Poach

cargo

night clubs, to cash in on. their
name, Coakley’s background =en-
ables him to do right well in the
insurfance racket.

C.- Benjamin Brush, a self-
styled  “frec "lance” engineer,
claimed he wasn’t legally sum-
moned because he didn’t get the
subpena fee. He said he’s just
picking up a job mow and then
as best he can. He doesn’t even
own_ his homeé—it’s in his wife's
name. It was 'ﬁnally disclosed that

Brush owns stock 1in . several:
companies, Y )
Mrs.  Adelaide G. Lowe is

special editions editor for a pub-
lishing house and a former man-
ager of a. brokerage firm. No
evidence was obtained about the
financial status of Mrs. Pauline
G. Charal, who has served on tw
federal ""ldnd juries.

Both Eustice G. Sincerbaux nf

Western Union and George T.|

Hodell of the Mutual Life ‘In-
strance Co. have: supervisibn over
2 numbey’ of com any emplo ees

uries Packed by the Rich

nient banker named Milton Wat,v -surance—ﬁrm. Russell W. Todd is

a corporation director and stock-
holder. Jerome §. Blumaur is
sales representative for a plastics
Yactory. . . W

The testimony of these 16 of
the 23 grand jurors who indicted
the .Stalinists. under the . Smith
Act. shows. .that federal jury
panels are packed with the vich

‘and their agents: A similap jury

panel indicted and. convicted: 18
f‘totskylsts under the same Smith
Act in 1941,

- The Stallmst betrayers cheered
the railroading of the Trotskyists
to prison; and they applauded the
Supreme Court. for refusing to

grant-the Trotskyists a hearing.

Today the Stalinists treacher-
ously claim to he the first victims |
of the Smith Act, thereby weaken-
ing the fight: agsinst the: Act by
concealing its true -history. ..
Despite their lies and betr: ayals
the Stalinists ‘must be defended

{against this attack under an un- |y
| constitutional .Jaw. that - would |

thought-contro

€

By ]osep

tary alliance in history,
now being readied in se-
cret for rubber-stamp approval
by Congress. The larger aim of
this - bristling speech was to try
to justify Truman’s astronomical
armaments budget and .the open
preparations for the third world
war projectéd by American im-
perialism. - : .

-The. heavy bauage against
“communism” was designed to lay
the guilt for atomic war prepara-
tions on ‘the prospective ‘enemy,
thé Soviet Union. Its “hypocrisy
can b‘ek judged in the light of Tru-
man’s highly-publicized avowals
of warm- regard for Stalin, the
fountainhead of ‘2]l bestial crimes
which-revolt class-conscious work-
£rs, American Big Business has

=| no. dlffelences with the Kreémlin

over ~morals, It has willingly
covered up. Stalin’s crimes when
it suitedits aims;, made deals.
with the Moscow. bureaucracy at

tho expense. of the' woikmg"peo-

vas. a heavy-handed attempt o
psychoiogize America for a holy
v ar. in - behalf . of the ploﬁt-
nougelo, industrial barons and
‘munition kings. ‘In this respect
‘the speech: was obviously - pat-
terned on those made by Roosevelt
who, in preparation for World
War II, called for a “quarantine”
on the aggressors and the con-
version of America into an
“arsenkl” of democracy. )

However, where Roosevelt
promised “again and -a2gain and
again” not to send the youth of
' America overseas to fight on
fereign battlefields, Truman pro-
mised nothing. His immediate ob-
jective is-to push throught at top
tpeed .a military pact with the
ald imperialist powers of Europe
that will commik the government
in advance to "send America’s

, The 1mmed1ate polltlcal purpose of Trv
saber-rattlmg maugural address was: to smooth th

way for the Atlantic Pact, the. most far-reach ]
D_; i

,'.T1umans pialse of capltahsm‘

h H ansen

fg mil

SWP- Rally in' NV .
To Protest Trial of

Stalinist Leaders
. ‘The New York Local of thi
Socialist Workers Party’ wil
protest
thought-control trial of the
_C ommumst Party le.aders a

man of the. SWP and
,correspo{nden,t at
who will give au‘

and James P. Canno
natlonal secretary, .

are defcndlng the :
leaders :

-youth onto the
new war Wall ¢

~The four-point pro
nounced is-in diréct
with ‘the Truman - Doc
the Marshall Plan, 1t
the . thread, temporarily
("unng the ~elect10n cam

ism for Wor]d dommatlo
Truman’s pre - election. p
about batthng agdlnst W

action?” of hls ddmlmstra
the coming years;’ Truman
continued support-of-the ]
Nations. Most of the capital
press dismissed this:as a: dip
matic gesture toward the orga
ization that is awaiting b
alongside the L.eague of Nat C
as a peace-making body. .
As -the second- item,- Trumdi
(Continued on page 2) - '

3 MORE CI0

BACK LEGLESS VETERAN

James Kutcher’s fight aga

Philadelphia, and Minneapolis.

At its delegate meeting: on
Jan. 18, the officers of the Wayne
Gowity ~CIO Council were in-
struoted. to work with the UAW
and the national CIO “in process-
ing: the ' Kutcher case 'to a
‘satisfactory - settlement.” The
delegates to this body.come from
loeals representing hundreds of
thousands of auto and other in-
dustrial workers in the Greater
Detroit area.

~-The executive board of fthe
Philadelphia CIO Industrial Union
Council voted to  endorse the
work of the Kutcher Civil Rights
Committee and " to facilitate its
approach  to all CIO unions in
the city fer financial and moral
support on hehalf of the legless
veteran.

On Jan. 12 the Hennepin County
CIO  Cotmeil unanimously " ap-
proved a  strong resolution in-
troduced’ on Kutcher’s behalf,
which will be sent to all affiliated
unions embracing around 25,000
members, This resolution ' states
in part that “the Hennepin County

lof thls vietimized veteran, that

tted ‘by the ' Vetelans Ad-

purge of government workers for their pelitical behefs has won
support from CIO Councils in thlLL important cmes — Detro:t

.
O

we: denounce this' outrage com-|

eclaration of support by

CoUNGILS

mst the Truman admlmstratlo

the Hennepin . Cou'n.ty. G
especially significant. Durihg %
wartime Minnéapolis: Labor C
this' Council, then' dominated
Communist Party followers, saho
taged support to-the first vietim
of the Smith “Gag” ‘Act,

though many of the 18.defendant
were' nrosecuted ‘a8 CIO" me
bers’ as well. as ‘Socialist ‘Wo
Party leaders. The firm stand no:
taken by this same Coun
defense of civil rights cons

chery and indicates: the:'s
decline’ of their. influence ;in th
anesotd GIO movement,‘

the Chx istmas._ W 3
Student League ‘Foit Indust
Democracy  protested ~ Kutéhe
firing. “The dismissal o
Kutcher, a clerk in the Veters
Administration,” reads the SL
msolutlon, “dlamatlzes the d“'

in
arbitrary 'action
demned and .adegu
enacted so that.ref
an incident will n
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“under~developed countries. In
jority: ‘of mankind: the oppress- ®
sés of Asia, the teeming
5 the Midale Hast, the
*native Africans and

“tuges: Truman made a solemn
“The old 1mper1a11sm—-

ﬂt‘vvhat Truman omltted to
 'was any serious reason why
§ 'onld be taken at his word

ho have known for centu-
othér lot than foreign ex-
. ‘After all, they have
milay promises from every

conqueror and colonial

talist pohtlemns, especially
when it ¢omes to their program
onial eXplmtatlon o
ny, under = the Kalser,
no goal other than that of
ding the boons ef “kultur”
the benighted peoples. England,
her part eagerly agsumed the
man’s burden” execlusively
“to épread the benefits of her own
? #id of civilization. The French,
titeh and &all the other “civﬂ-
led with one another in the

1
“thral aspirations for the “under-
opeu‘” areas under thelr 1ule

e nslavers England’ record
oldest. It is the record of

: eval institutions of mass op-
sion. The record of the others
ch the same.

ut-;whgt' about U.S. capital-

-after the wholé world had already
yeen divided among the leading

forld

By John G. Wright
= In outlmmg his foreign policy, President Truman devoted
e fourth plank of his inaugural address to the problem of the

duded here is the aver\\helmmg

powers, In the new re-division of
the -world’s colonies, markets and
sources of raw materials it is
therefore necessary to * modify
some of the old practices, pamt
them up, ad;ust théi to new con-
ditions. This is exacﬂy what Ttii-
man is trying to do. But does
this alter eéssentidlly U.S, poliey.
as compared with that of “old
imperialism” ?

For an answer we need only
compare Truman’s words with the
deeds of his administration, say,’
in Japan. If Britain. did _every-
thmg to preserve thé feudal prin-
ces in India, then to Washmgton
belongs the solé credit for pre-
serving the rule of the Mikado,
one of the most ancient relics of
Asiatic barbarism. In fact, the
same reactionaries rile in Japan
under MaeArthur as did in Tejo’s
day. The Japanese peasants, who
are the bulk of the population.
live under the sarhe frightful ton»
ditions as béfore: ‘

So do the peasants of Korea
where the need for drastic agri-
cultural reforms is as yrgen} as
in Japan. In China, Chiang Kai-
shek’s regime has opposed lofig
needed changes as ruthlessly as
any of the previous reactlonary
regimes in that country’s long
and unhappy history. Yet Amer-
iegn billions and arins backed
Chiang to the very end.

One could cite many other inst-
ances — especially relating to La-
tin America — that demonstrate
how closely U.S. policy, while dif-
fering in outward respects, re-
sembles that of “old imperialism.”

Truman made another promise
to the effect that he’ would in-
augurate “a bold new program
for making the benefits of our
scientific advances and industrial
progress available - for -the im-
provement and growth of under-
developed areas.” He implied that
this. would be done by private in-

d’ Impermhsm

means Freedom in Indonesxan

Indohesians hv:ng in' Tokyo, Japan, stage demonstration before Netherlands Mission . protest-
ing Dutch aggression against their homeland. Placard. (arrow) says: “Dear Tojo: Though you’ve
been hanged, we uphold your Pearl Harbor spxnt' Very truly yours, Duteh Militarists.” Merdeka

vestments, guarahteed by the gov:
ernment.

This promlse, too, ' is . neither
bold@ nor new. In fact, what Tru-
tnan promises has been the stand-
ing boast of every colonidl power
beginning with Britain.  You will
riot find a single British states-
man who has failed to point:to
the railways, canals, plantations,
mines and diverse industrial en-
terprises that Britain has brought
to 'its colonies. How? . ‘Through
the mvestment of billions of Brlt-
ish capital.

What you will never find pub-
licly mentioned by any capitalist
statesman is that all -these care-
fully calculated installmerits of
culture and mdustry were appor-
tmnea exclusively in order to faci-

litate the plundel of the colomal
regources, ' In -every case, the

‘prineipal beneflcxames were the

foreigh- capitalists, The'more
weglth they pumped out in this
way from the colonies, all the
greater became the poverty and
misery of the mass of the popu-
lation, The areas reniained as we
see them today —- “Under-dovel-
oped.”

All this does not at all flow
from the ill-will, malice or cor-
ruption of capltahst politicians
but from the nature of the so-
cial order they represent. The
primary need of capitalist states
which reach an advanced stage of
development is- to export capital

for ’whlch the outlets at home are

(Continned from page 1)

ernment officials) say the
dent.is determined to have
e new labor law power to
reak “oritical” national strikes,
jecially if the coal miners
should  go on strike.

“What about the promise to pro-
vide homes for the people? At
Jeast 'seven million families live
slums unfit for human habita-
ion. The administration housing

1Jcalls for only one million low-
08t public housing units to be
built in seven years.

‘ that rate it would take 50
ears to replace the existing
‘ms. Housing units now under

ans the slums would never be
olished.
;”The‘ Democrats answer that pri-

vate enterprise will build the ad-
ditional units needed to clear the
slums. But:the Federal Housing
Authority reports that of 925,000
housing units started in 1948 only
a tiny fraction ‘were priced under

come condemns them to live in
slums can’t afford to pay such
faney prices for a better home.

TYPICAL CASE

Truman’s record on another
grave social problem is indicated
by the experience of Charles Mit-
tenzweli.

Mittenzwei, who just turned 65,
has worked for 52 years. The
other day he walked into the Fed-
eral Social Security Agency in
New York and said, “I'm tired.
I'd like to rest.” The clerk ex-
plained- that his old age bene-

tenzwei looked very tired and dis-
appointed. “I guess I’ll have to

Bargain Bazaar

Fri,, Feb. 4, 6 P. M. to 10 P. M.
Sét., Féb.5,10 A. M. to 6 P. M.
10 So. 4th St.

Auspices:
; Twin Cities Chapters
iAmemcan Committee for Euro-
pean Workers Relief

Minneapolis

go on working,” he said.

Still Congress fumbles with the
question of old-age pensions, just
‘as it does with unemployment,
disability and medical insurance,
because these are “controversial”
issues. Truman put plenty of
heat on Congress to get action
on his war program, but there
was not one word in his indaugural
address about’ the vital needs of
the American people

Oveér $16 billion is now lying
idle in the various Social Security

DETROIT

i thional Negro History Week
Celebration Meeting

- Speakers will discuss past
struggles of the Negro
.- people and practical pro-
. gram to stop Detroit pohCe
~“brutality.

February 6, at 3 P. M.
t 6108 Linwood Avenue

trust funds. Nevertheless, in his

New Leads
In Tresca Case

New information which may
help identify the killers of Carlo
Tresta, courageous anti- fascist
and - anti - Stalinist- editor, has
lately come to the Tresca Mem-
nrial Committee as a result of
4n appeal for such aid made at
its recent cormnmemoration of that

esll_iments — All Welcome

tragedy, Norman Thomas, TMC
chairman, reports.
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eagerness to protect the capital-
ists from any expense for the
social security program, the
President asks additional wage
taxes to finance any improved so-
cial benefits to the workers.

Economists have told the House
Ways and Means Committee these
new taxes will take as much as
$40 more a month out of the work-
ers’ pay. The employers will sim-
ply add their share of the new
wage taxes to the price of their
products. In the end the workers
must pay the whole bill.

Plenty of taxes are planned for
the workers. But Truman hasn’t
said a word to the 81st:Congress
about his campaign promises to
levy an excess profits tax on the
“gluttons of privilege.”

IMPERIALIST INVESTMENT

The president sought in his in-
'augural address to coneeal his real
program of 1mper1ahst plunder
behind honeyed promises to help
the peoples of the world fight
disease and obtain better food,
clothing and housing. However,
his actual aimg are revealed in
publications read mainly by the
rich. Here is what they report,
based on information from the
“responsible observers.”
| Raw materials needed to wage
war exist in the colonial areas.
Access to these materialg is im-
peded by lack of transportation,
inadequate means of subsistence
for a native labor force, and
hedlth hazards.

I‘or example,

4 raxlroad is

resident’s Inauguration Speech

needed . from Northern Rhodesia
to the port of Mombasa to bring
out African copper. The govern-
ment. invites the capltal‘lsts to
make private investments for
profit in such. projects, with a
government : guarantee agalnst
loss of their investment.

What an .evil omen for the
colonial peoples' Human lives will
be squandered by the capitalists*
as .they were when the Amer-
ican railroads were pushed across
the Rocky Mountains years ago.

The native wage slaves will be
housed in slums like those built
for immigrant laborers in the
bleak Perinsylvania coal and steel
towns. Company stores, selling
the -coarsest foods and shoddiest
kinds of merchandise at robber
prlces, will grab what little pay
is left after the natxve workers
meet their rent.

The president didn’t rest the
case for American imperialism
solely on sugary promises of so-
cial benefits. He reminded the
world of “our most powerful
weapon,” a not very subtle threat
to hurl an atom bomb at those
who resist- Wall Street’s foreign
policy.

Truman’s record speaks for it-
self, loudet and clearer with each
passing day.” It is the task of
revolutionary socialists to help the
workers learn the political lessons
of that record; to show them why
they must break with the Demo-
cratic Party and take the road of
independent working class poht‘
ical action, } -

either exhausted ornot profxtable
enough.

“Under-developed” -areas  pro-

 cheap labor and all the other fea-

tures of backwardness are the
ideal conditions for — fabulous
profits. If they became highly in-
dustrialized themselves, t his
source of super-ploflts would au-
tomatically dry up.

“Under-developed” areas like-
wise provide a major source of
raw materials, cheap and abund-
ant, so long as these countries
remain backward themsélves.
That is why imperialists deliber-"
ately foster every outlived insti-
tution and custém there.

It is for these and similar rea-

" sons that the capitalist powers —

Britain, Germany, France, Japan,

"and the rest — have not only

fought savagely for colonies but
have also constituted the princi-
pal obstacles to the cultural and
industrial advancement of all col-
onial peoples. .

The U.S. is no exceptxon
Whereas “old imperialisms” ex-
ploited the colonial world by di-
rect political rule, the American
capitalists hope to rule indirvectly,
through the préponderance of
their economic power. But their
poliey ean bring no results dif-
ferént -from-tlmSe of “old impe-
| rialisms.”

r\bemcan capltahsts can mo
more bring culture and industrial-
ization to the “under-developed”
areas than did the British, Ger-
man, French and other edpitalists
who made thé same promises. The
enids they pursueé exclude any deal
other than the same old imperial-
ist deal for the colonial and semi-

'vide the lushest fields for capital
export. ’I‘helr low lxvmg standards,

eolonial peoples.

(Continued from page 1)

of the landlords toward a work-
ing class overturn of the ecapital-
ists.

The Herald Tribune formulates
the fears of the representatives
of British and American capital
in Shanghai this way: “The big
questlon in the back of their minds
whether
‘stricken proletarians will loot
this city, which today is bulging
with merchandise and reeking
with riches.”

The nightmare of the American
gnd British - imperialists now-is
the revolutionary rise of the
working class in such strategic
cities as Shanghai. An uprising
of this character would bring into
operation ‘a great, new.dynamic
power that would tend to shift the
axis of the revolution away from
the peasantry toward the eity
proletariat and to displace Stal-
inist’ leadership with a revolu-
tionary leadership like that of
Lenin and Trotsky in Russia in
1917.

‘18

POLICIES COINCIDE

The policy of the Chinese Stal-
inist leaders is to try to confine
the revolution to the: peasantry
and to prevent a working class
pprising, Consequently, at this
particular juncture their policy
and that of British and Amer-
jcan imperialism in China coin-
cides. That is why the Shanghai
representatives of London and
Washington not only welcome the
Stalinists but burn with impa-
tience for their arrival.

This explains the great bargain-
ing power of the Chinese Stalin-
ists in dealing with British and
American Big Business and their
native representatives. In return
for doing their utmost to restrain
the socialist revolution they -are

‘in position -to demand a. higher

(Continued .from Page 1)
listed continuation of the Euro=
pean Recovery Program, Theé real
meanitig of this. program, the
Marshall Plan, has become fully
apparent in Greece. Under guise
of giving economic aid fo this
war<torn land, the Truman Ad-
ministration at thé e¢nd of the
Wwar took over the puppet gov-
ernment set up by the British.
Eeonomic aid gave way more and
more to military aid to the reac-
tmnary Glucksburg dynasty until
the prosecution of the civil war
that has ‘been raging for four
vears completely overshadowed
all other aspects of the Truman
program for Greece. The course
of events in Greece is a fore-
taste of what ig projected for all
of Eurepe.

Third point in Truman’s key-
note ‘address was the North At-
lantic Pact. The military and

1mper1ahst powers of Western

drawmg up th1s smlster

| Britain, * France,

ism in the plotted conflict, the
North Atlantic Pact will enroll
Belgium, = the
Netherldnds, Luxembourg and
Canada. It has been leaked in the
press that Franco and Italy and

revwed German capltallsm will
come tnder its provisions.

UNDER PRESSURE

Terrific pressure is being placed
on the traditionally neutral coun-
tries - like Denmark, Sweden,
Norway, Iceland, Ireland and
Portugal to sign on the dotted
line. They are no longer to be
permitted to try to avoid par-
ticipation in the slaughter or
wait until the outbreak of hos-
tilities to line up, as in World
War I and World War IL

Under the North Atlantic Pact,
preparations will be ‘speeded to
build strategic military bases,’
re-arm Wall Street’s 'satellite
powerg and - convert Western
Europe into a giant springboard
for the eventual dttack. The Tru-
man - administration is. epenly
preparing to. carry -out the pro-
ject . undertakenh by . German
alism in World War II of

TRUMAN ASKS PACT FOR NEW WAR

under American leadership in the |

“under-developed areas” of the
| world. He spoke sdbout invest-
ments and “new economic develop-
ments” to “benefit the peoples
of the areas in which they are
established.” This is the same
language used by the ofd im:
perialist powers in subjugating
colonial peoples. It is Truman’s
way of voicing Wall Street’s drive
to become the dominant imperial-
ist power in the colonial regions
whether by open conquest or
through mergeny with ,the im-
perialists already entrenched
there. Precisely in the epoch when
the colonial people are rising
against Britain, France, the
Netherlands and Belgium, Amer-
ican imperialism mobilizes its
vast economic and military power
to force the yoke back on their
necks. '
Truman’s inaugural address was
hot ‘a ceremonial speech tossed
off for the occasion. It was a
deliberately-timed ' programmatic
declaration outlining the perspec-

tive for his administration in -the|

next four years. That perspective
is to, utilize . the full power - of
the goVernment to advance the

Impenuhsts in China Fear
Uprising as Chmng Flees

mobs of poverty-

price than the Stalinists did in
Italy and France at the close of
the war when the workers in
those lands were on the march.
Instead of a minority position in
a coalition government with the

Kuomintang officials in Nanking
have reduced their asking price
in haggling with the Stalinists
indicates how weak they are.
Their fate for the time: being
hinges on the will of the Stalin-
ists. ‘

Chiang Kai - shek, meanwhile,
with $300,000,000 in his pockets,
according to Shanghai banking
circles, is trying to consolidate a
base of operations in South China
with Formosa as his redoubt.
Other members of his entourage,
evidently thinking of the fate of
Mussolini, are reported to be
getting ready to flee to the United
States where, under the protec-
tion of the Truman administra-
tion, they will be safe from the
wrath of the Chinese people.

Author UrgeereIp

For James Kutcher

Barrows Dunham, author of
Man Against Myth, has joined
the many prominent writers pro-
testing the victimization of James
Kutcher. “The solé ground of ac-
cusation must be his views on
domestic  problems,” declared
Dunham. “By the same token the
Loyalty Board must be saying
that government emiployees may
not hold opinions contrary to
those officially maintained.

“Nothing more repugnant to

imagined. There :are important
questions on which Mr. Kutcher’s
views and mine would differ com-
pletely; but, where free political
activity is concerned, he and I
and nearly all Americans stand on
common  ground, facing a com-
mon attack. It will be foolish in-
deed if we do not help one an-
other.”

Dobbs to Speak
In Buffalo Feb. 12

BUFFALO — Farrell Dobbs,
national chairman of the SWP,
will speak here on “Truman’s
Program and the 81st Congress”
on Sat. evening, Feb. 12. The
meeting will be held at 629 Main
Ct., and the public is invited.

“Socialist §Wo"rke rs
Party - What It Is -
What It Stands For"’

Who rules America? Who
are the “informal, invisible,
shadow” figures behind the
‘White House? What future do
they plan for America? What
do the inside works of capxta]-
ism look like? Where is the
capitalist system headed ?
How will socialism work out?
What inspires the members of
the Socialist Workers Party?

These questions answered |
by Joseph Hansen in tlus
- 82:-page pamphlet Send for

bad a narrow escape from
Chiang’s police.
The manifesto outlines the

Chinese  capitalists, they are
demandmg a majority. ;
The  speed with whick the

the American tradition can be.

Chinese Trotskyists
In Struggle Against
Kuomintang Rule
Chinese Trotskyists are ‘ac-
Yively participating in the strug-
gle against the Kuomintang
regime, In Shanghai on Dee. 20,
membeérs  of the Communist
League of China .posted thou-
sands of copies of a manifesto
against the Chiang Kai-shek
dictatorship on walls of factories;
schools, barracks and other bmld-
ngs.

-Two members were ar rested for
this underground work and three

bloody history of the Kuomintang
regime for the past two decades
dnd ealls on the working people
to settle accounts with this
despotic government. :
Chiang would have been over-
threwn long ago had it not been
2or the criminal deals made by
the Stalinists, the manifesto
points out.. Another rotten deal
| with the Chinese capntahsts can
how be the “main obstacle and
.trisis in the further developmenb
of the present situation.”

“What the Chinese ‘Commun-
ist’ party wants to do is not to
bverthrow the whole Kuomm-
tang,” continues the manifesto;
“put’ ohly to kick out ‘Chiang
Kdi-shek bandits’ from it. Not
to destroy = the Kuomintang’s
foundation, the bourgeoisie; but
onn the contrary to protect and

congolidate that class. Not to
break  completely the rotten.
bureaucratlc maehine of the

Kuomintang goverhment; but fo|
take it over and make use of it.
Not to prosecute the policy of
class struggle; but to follow =
line of class collaboration.
Not to form a Workers and
Peasants Government, but to or-
ganize a coalition g‘ovelnment
Logether with the ploa"ressnes
of the Kuomintang.”
The ~Communist League of
China, it should be noted, is a
dissident grouping of Trotsky-
ists. The official section of the
Tourth International in China is
the . Revclutionary Communist
Party..

Imperialist Powers
Disturbed by Asian
Conference on Java

The four-day conference of 19
Asian and African countries
which met in New Delhi, India,
Jan. 19-23 to consider the attack
of the Dutch colonial despots
upon the Republic of Indonesia
has thrown a scare into the
chancelleries of the big imperia‘l-
ist powers.

What frightens them is not so
much any specific action this con-
ference took as the mere fact
that such a conference was held.
Obviously the meeting was called
as a concession to vast public
pressure in that part of the world
for' a united front and coricerted
action to help Indonesia against
the foreign invader. It is this
mass sentiment which alarms the
imperialists, for it portends the
unification of the great majority
of mankind in militant opposition
to their hated rule.

The conference declared its
loyalty to the United Nations
and insisted that it was working
within the framework of the UN
but the fact that this gatherinv
had to be called at all constituted
a vote of non-conﬁdence in the
UN. Far from strengthening the
UN as claimed, the -conference
will serve to further the utter

orld Even

By Joseph Hansen

instrument of tlle
powers.

Inadequate - as the declslons of
the conference were, they  still
went far beyond any of the UN’s
actiong on Indonesia. The resolu-
tion agreed upon by the 19 fia-
tions demanded that the Secuhty
Council order the withdrawal of
Dutch troops from Indonesia: by
March 15, to release Indonesian
officials, grant full sovereignty

donesia.

Tan Malakka, Heads
Guerrilla Fighters

For the information of readers
of The Militant, we reprint the
following Jan. 12 Reuters
patch from Batavia:

asserted today that
forces in East Java had concen-
trated east of Madiun, 100 miles
to the east of Jogjakarta, under
Major General Sungkono, form-
erly Republican military gov ernor

Trotskyist, Tan Malakka.

SPan Malakka was imprisoned
for more than two years on
suspicion of complicity in ‘the
kidnapping of former Premier
SQutan Sjahrir and the attempt
to overthrow President Sukarno
m July, 1946. He was 1eleased
last antomn.”

AsS previously reported in The
Militant; Tan Malakka is . well-
khown as one of the founders. .of
the revolutionary socialist move-
nient in indonesia.- He is opposed
to Stalinism. However, we do not
know of any available - documen-
tary material on his exact pohtlcal
position dt present.

Totalitarian Regime
In Venezuela Wins

Truman Recognition

- When a clique of Army officers
staged a coup d’etat in Caracas,
Venezuela, Nov. 24, the U. 8.
State Department hastened to
announce that the ploperty of

but that it was still “too early”
to discuss formal recognition of
the military conspirators.

Thé overthrown Gallegos gov-
ernment had polled 70% of the

The 'smashing of such.a
cratically-elected regime shocked
public opinion in the United
States and the Truman

ed for its role in fostering' totalis
varianism in Latin America. -
The State Department met this
barrage with a . face-saving
publicity handout which “deplor-
ed” military plots to overthrow
'rovelnments in Latin America.
*On Jan. 21,
months since the officer clique
geized power by force _and
violence, the Truman admlmstra-
tion recognized .the plotters as
the legal government of Vene-

recognized the plotters who' over-
threw. the government in l Sal~
vador in December.

A State Department spokes—
man announced with the usual

mat that this “delay”
dehberately designed to make it
“abundantly clear” that it still
considered forcible overturns “not
only deplorable but usually in-
 consistent with the acknowledged

The military gangsters who

in Venezuela gun in hand made
fio comment. Nor did the 6il com-
panies, mainly Standard 0il and
Royal Dutch Shell, who have some
$2 billion ‘worth of mVestments

impotence and incapacity of that
body to act. as anything but an

in Venezuela.

An ‘excellent sale of Militants
was made ‘at a protest; meeting
on Indonesia jn New York City.
Two SWP' members, Tzzy of the
East Side Branch and Blackie of
the = Chelsea Branch, . sold 23
copies at this meetmg of 150
people,

Some of thode who bought The
Militant associated. it with Tan
| Malakka, the Indonesian “Trot-
skyist” reported to be ‘one of the
leaders of the Republican guer-
rilla forces "in Indonesia. There
sre undoubtedly many meetings
in New York and throughout the
country where dimilar results
can be achieved by Militant sales-

men.

® K ¥

Last week’s fire at 116 Univer-
¢ity’ Place put a heaVy strain on
the Militant staff. Despite the,
added  burden, however, this
week’s issue of the paper appears
ot sclredule with its full quota

jast week. It was pointed out

American labor in The Mllltant
were of special value -for work-
ers in the ‘factories and unions.

leadership of the Seamen’s Branch
of the Communist Party had to
instruct Communist Party: rank

party are planning to mtens1fy
their use of the paper.

At this convention, tlle‘ New

The Militant and Fourth Interna-

York City. . S

READ

to Indonesia and remove Dutch
restrictions upon trade with~ In- y

dis- ]

“Indonesian Republican 1eports ¢
guerrilla .

of East Java, and the veteran

investors in Venezuela was “safe’.

vote in a free election last spring..
emo--

not -even  two

zuela. And on the same day_ it

poker face of an 1mper1ahst diplo~.:
was

ideals of the American Republics.”

brought totalitarianism to power

of . the Socialist Workers Party .

that the many timely articles on”

Distributions of the paper on the
waterfront and on ships were so
stceessful that at one point the

and file seamen not to read Then_;fi
Militant. Trade unionists in the

York youth organization reported . .
that it too was planning to bring -

tional to the students of many
liigh schools and colleges in New

imparialigt |

¢
g

9

e
ministration was sharply- criticizs
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“Lenin refused to 1ecogmze moxal norms ‘established by
slave-owners for their slaves and never observed by theé slave-
owners themselves; he called upon the proletariat to extend
the class struggle inito the moral sphere too. Whoever fawns
before precepts established by the enemy will never. vanquish
that enemy! ‘The ‘amoralism’ of Lehin,
of supra-class motals, did ot hifider: h
ful to onie and the same ideal throughout his whole life; from
devoting his whole being to the cause of the oppressed; from
digplaying the highest conscientiousness in the sphere of ‘ideas

" and the highest fearlessness in the spheré of acfion; from niain-
taining #n-attitude untainted by the least superiority to an
‘ordinary’ worker, to a defenseless woman, to a child. Does it
not seem that ‘amoralism’ in the given case is only a pseu-
donyn for higher human morality ?”

‘ that is, his rejection '
i froin remaining faith.

LENIN

—Leon Trotsky, “Thelr Morals and Ours,” 1938.

UAW Conference and Labor Party

An important speech was delivered at the
UAW educational conference held in Mil-
waukee last week. The 2,500 delegates heard
the speaker charge that the National Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers and other employer
groups had started a “super-duper Mohawk
Valley Formula” in an effort to win control
of the government and wipe out democracy
in-this country.

The auto workers were warned that Big
Business was engaged in an “all out war”
with democracy in this country and that this
war. was being waged under the cloak of
propaganda slogans. intended to convince
Américan citizens that capitalist economy
was syhonymous with democracy. . A

This was ‘not so, declared the speaker.
What we have in this country today is a
“crazy combination of half democracy and
half exploitation” under which “the walls
between the classes in our society are getting
higher and thicker all the time.”

Truman’s election "doees not provide as-
suranceé that democracy is safe in the United
Statés, he said, and he urged the workers to
take immediate steps to form a national
labot party, rather than continue working
through the Democratic Party. These words
“won enthusiastic. applause from many

delegates.”
[

T_akingl over Nazi :Metho,,ds _4 o,

The ominous pattern of the witch-hunt and
“loyalty” purge continues to unfold in

America. . .

"~ /On Jan. 21, at one of the Truman indugura-
tion celebrations, Attorney General Tom"
Clark made a public bid for secret denuncia-

“tions of government employees. If any person
could name one communist on the govern-
ment payroll, he said, “send that name to
Tom Clark and he’ll do the rest.”

" By “communist,” Clark meant a member
of any group on his “subversive” blacklist.

~Among other things, his statement was a
rejection of the growing demands by labor
and liberal groups for the reinstatement of
James Kutchet, legless veteran fired from the
VA because of his' membership in the Social-
ist Workers Party. .

Clark’s call for denunciations is-one of the
methods developed by the Nazis and the
Stalinist bureaucracy 'to terrorize ' political
opposition. -Under’ this system, a victim is
presumed guilty until he proves his . in-
nocence. Since he is not given a fair triak,
permitted to face his ‘unknown accuser. or
even know what the speolﬁc allegations are -
against him, innocence is not so easily estab--

_lished~ Even if he does get off, the accusa-

tion stands on his record, a per petual ques-

- tion mark over his “loyalty.”

Thus Clark’s declaration is an incitement
to every would-be stool pigeon to get busy.
It is an instigation .to every grudge-carrier
to inform on a fellow employee’s “dangerous

i

| Unemployment Rv"'lée‘sy.‘-

A nationwide survey conducted b’y the
N. Y. Tinies (Jan. 23) shows a swift rise of
unemployment throughout the country. Ap-
plications for unemployment insuranice have
risen since mid-October in key areas from
10 to 100%. Among the most heavily affected
.. are New York, New jersey, New England
~ and midwest industrial regions. ‘

Job firmness in somé cities such as Pittss
burgh and New Orleans is ascribed to special
local conditions. |
* . In New York State, unemployment in-

“surance and ' veterans’ readjustment 'rolls

dropped 6,600 in the week erided Jan. 7,

leaving a total of 461,280, a rise of 67% since

#Oct. '8. This slight dip in unemployment,
. however, was, countered by the remgval of
10,000 workers from the-rolls even though
. they had found no jobs. The Times explained
" that the 10,000 had exhausted their benéfits.

‘In the past three months, according ‘to
union. officials interviewed by the Tintes,

. about 750,000 workers have lost théir jobs.
- - They estimate that unemployed ranks may

swell to 3,500, 000 by spring. As. repo ted in
' ”"'eek’s leztant the estlmate m Wash-

!

" program on employment .

All of the above was carried in abspe_eial‘
dispatch to the N. Y. Times, Jan. 23. Who
-was the speaker? Was it any of the UAW .

leaders at the conference? Unfortunately,
no. It was Professor Robert S. Lynd of
Columbia University.

We do not mean by. this to minimize what
Professor Lynd said. But. his words, which
were .so weighty, could not possibly have
carried the same weight as they would coming
from the lips of the union’s ofﬁc1al spokes-
men.

After all, he was not speaking for the
unioh., What is even more 1mp0rtant the
union -officials offer different “advice” from
Professor Lynd’s,
pointed out.

We are glad to see that the truths-uttered
by Professor Lynd, which the official union
leaders are unwilling or afraid to state,
“‘won enthusiastic applause from many
delegates.” We urge those delegates to ex-
préss their agreement with these ideas not
only by applause but also through action. One
such action should, be the initiation of a
movement to replace the present labor lead-
ers with unionists who- understand the need
for breaking with the Democratic Party and
launching a Labor Party, and who act
accordingly.

]

thoughts.” It is a provocation to every un-

’scrupulous climber to clear his path with a

poison pei.

No greater mistake could be made than to
‘think that honey-combing employees’ ranks
with spies and stool plg,e’one will be confined
to the government. Clark is setting an ex-
ample for all of industry which will be hailed
and imitated by every labor-hating company.

This is not the end of the forces set in
motion by the witch-hunt. In Scranton, Pa.,
Judge Albert L. Watson on swearing in some

~ applicants for American citizenship declared:

“If anyone ever says to you that:there is
something wrong with your government, and
that the government which exists—if it does
exist—in Russia today is the type of govern-

ment which will guide you to happiness and

Hberty and comfort, get rid of that person
just as quickly as you can—and I recommend
physical force.”

This judge was not arrested and put on
trial for advocating the usé of force and
violence against anyone who voices an un-

_popular opinion in-exercising his right -of

free speech. Instead his fascist-like utterance
wa$ given wide publicity. Undouibtedly, every
reactionary with lynch-murder in his heart
rejoiced on reading it.

Such sentiments, are clearly in the spirit’

of fascism. Expanded into a dogma and
put into action by an organized following‘

_they could mean the end of democracy m

América.

in America

“uncertainty” over Truman’s fiscal policies
and “lack of —orders” to “buyer resistance
to high prices.” ‘

~Although the Times gave its survey front-
page prominence, it did not take what it
calls an “alarmist view” over.the rise in
unemployment. This authoritative voice of

Wall Street counts on the preparations. for’

World, War 111 to avoid a major depréssion.

“The beneficial effects of the rearmament
. . are just begin-
ning to be felt . . . and officials are confident
that defense orders and the European
Recovery Program will create tens of thou-
sands of new jobs by spring.”

How tens of thousands of new jobs can
take care of the expected three to four mil-
lion unemployed, the Times did not explain,

In view of these warning signals the trade
unions should at once begin considering ways
and means of combatting unemployment. We

tganization of committees i every
to: see hat unemployed members get

as the Times dispatch -

The questxon of ﬁghtmg fort

Can‘t See Why the
Minority Groups Fail

{To Unite Against Foe

Editor:

each other and apparently lose
snght of the larger issue; which
is combatting reactionism — the

: { common enemy of all plogteQ-

siveness.

The minority groups would best
serve their individual interests
if in the beginning they united
with their - brother and sister
organizations to strengthen first
the cause of World Peace which
is our greatest issue today and
forget in the face of such a looin-
ing and greater catastrophe their
individual differences for the
common good. ’

It is difficult to understand
why they sdcrifice so much of the
good they stand for by literdlly
slugging each other and in this
way ‘accomplish the veéry result
that the reactionary powers want.
I'm referring to Norman Thomas
and to yourselves, to coyntless

Jothetrs who will,or do not sub-

metrge their petty or individtial
interests to the Common Good.
Divided they' get nowhere but
onited they would present a
formidable thréat to the old
systém.

C. J. F.

Westbrook, Conn.

ED. REPLY: It is a common

| experience for persons who have

become dissatisfied. with the
capitalist system to wonder why
the various groups and parties
professing socialism do not unite
into one organization.

Marxism gives a truthful ex-
planation of the source of poverty,
depressions, fascism, imperialist
war — all the major economic,
soecial and political evils afflicting
mankind today. The socialist golu-
tion to these burning problems is
¢o obvious and simple that one’s
immediate reaction is, let’'s get

going, what are we waiting for?’

It is then that the problem of

| obstacles in the path of socialism

arise. Many of these are obvious
ones, such as  the general
‘jgnorance about what socialism
really stands for, inertia and con-
servatism, the lies of the capital-
ist press, organized opposition to
socialism; and so on.

The fact that those proclaim-
ing socialism are divided over
many issues and organized into
separate parties seems to be a
completely uncalled-for obstacle.
Haven’t the socialists ever heard
that in unity there is strength?
- If the differences were simply
hair-splitting, this unfavorable
impression would certainly be
justified. However, more is in-
volved than that. At -the bottom
of the differences is a vital ques-
tion: What is the correct road to

the socialist goal?

From' this question a number
of others arise: Is there only one
road? If there are more, which
iz the quickest? Which the most
sure? How can we best convince
the workers to avoid the blind
alleys, detours and pitfalls? What
is the most effective way to or-
ganize the struggle for social-
ism?

' The answers to all these and |
related questions are summarized
in the programs of the various
parties.

. That these are not “petty or
individual” differences can be

 éeen from the history of the so-

cialist movement. Crushing de-
feats and catastrophic setbacks
can be traced directly to incorrect
programs. Similarly, a great his-
toric triumph such as that scored
by the Bolshevik Party in Russia
ran be traced directly to the im-
plementation of a correct pro-
gram,.

Take the case mentioned by
C.J.F. Why doesn’t the Socialist
Workers Party submerge its dif-
ferences with Norman Thomas
for the sake of the struggle for
world pedce? First, we must state
gsome of the differences. Norman
Thomas is a fellow traveler of

e U. S. State Department. He

"le&ares that the cause of world

peace is best served, for instance,
by supporting the Marshall Plan.

The SWP, on the other hand,
opposes the U. S. State Depart-
ment, declaring  that the - State
Department is preparing for an-
other imperialist war and that
going  along with the, State De-
partment will | only facilitate
those preparations. The Marshall

. Plan, says the SWP, is one.of

the means. of preparing for the#t
projected war. Its main aim is to

 build up European militarism.

Consequently, it should not be

1difficult to see that the . dif-

ferences between .the SWP and.|
'the Norman . Thomas party on

We loge interest in the minority |
| groups when they begin fighting

how best to fight-for world. peace :
i |are. of deep - gomg charaeter.

‘ ganizations is not poqmble 'l‘hey

are vying for pohtmal leadership
of the working c¢lass on the basis
of different programs,

 This does not prévent them
from unitihg on specific issues
where “they do have apreement.
In the struggle for eivil liberties
and democratic rights, for ex-
ample, the SWP jeins at every
opportunity with other working
class groups in concrete actions.
And this is not the only field.
The SWP recently participated
in a joint picket line protest
against the crushing of the In-
donesian freedom movement by
Dutch imperialism. United front
actions like that enable. the
various parties to combine their
strength against the reactiovary
foe while -still retaining their
tight to freely debate their pro:
grammatie differences before the
working class public.

Which program is correct? If
you -have studied the history of
the socialist- movement you can
get an idea from the success or
ailure of similar programs in
the past. If you have the time
and inclination to work out in
theory which program best meets
the needs of the Ameriean work-
‘ing .class, you have another test.
Finally, there is the actual test
of events. -

*For. instance,. the SWP said
that the Mamhall Plan . would
build up European militarism.
Hasn't this . been . confirméd al-
ready, most strikingly in the case
of the Netherlands which used
Marshall Plan aid to build up a
war machine for use in smashing
the Indonesian Republic?

It is a great mistake to dismiss
differences over program as
“petty.” When the American
working people begin moving in
mass force onto the political field,
these differences which seem like
hair-splitting today can spell the
difference between victory or
defeat. '

After a worker has become
convinced of the correctness of
socialism - in general,
duty is to.learn the precise dif-
ferences that divide the various
working class parties and then to
join actively in defending and
advocating that program which
appears correct to him in the
light- of his own mvestlgatlpne
and expe1 ience.

Commends Expose
Of Stalinists on
Minneapolis Case

Editor:

Orchids to all of vou putting
out The Militant for a better
and ‘better paper. Liberal-Social
Democratic hypocrisy is for the
momert in the saddle, riding high
on Truman’s refurbished nag. It's
a sick, weak nag, as your steadv
magnosxs shows. Historieally, ‘it
belongs in the glue factory, to-
gether with the idéas of the
Liberal-Social Democratic “mix-
ed-economy” advocates. As for the
Stalinist traitors -to . militant
labor,  their dirty shenamg;ans
are coming increasingly to light,
Their decent rank-and-filers are
wising up to the policies of Foster
and Company. You scored a real
scoop on - Stalinist Weinstock.
More of these eye-openers will
pay off big political and organ-
izational dividends.

S. T.
Chicago, Il

New Deal Democrat
Carries the Ball

For the Steel Trust
Editor:

The Truman proposal for an
increase in steel capacity has hHad
this merit at least: it has suec-
ceeded in smoking out a number
of half-hidden skunks who mas-
querade under the labels “liberal”.
and “New Deal Dgmocrat” and
revealed them as servants of the
steel trust.

The Representative 6 Con-
gress from the Youngstown dis-
trict is a gentleman by the name
of Michael J. Kirwai. Mike began
as'a simple Fourth Ward Couneil-
man back in the depression days,
and his subsequent career has
given grand hopes to all who have
zince served ag Councilmen in the
city _of Youngstown, just as a
certain fellow-Democrat of Kir-
wan’s has stirred vain hopes in
the minds of all Missouri County
Commissioners.

‘Mike has two ambitions in life:
to serve the people of the nation
and the people .of his district. To

terms, he ig at one and the same
time a Democratic wheel-horse of
the first water in -Congress, and
an- abiding .friend to the steel

town steel district. -
lammam of the

,his next)

break - this -down into . concrete |¢

trust especially in . the Youngs—.

Yo ungetown delcatm,
was againgt a Democratic Coh-
gress, but :neverthelee: Calt for
Milce.

production in the intérests of the
war . machine, .when. his’ local

Hank Roemer, ete., ete. — want
to stall a little and get their full

the beginning of the 'last war?
What can a wheel horse do when

steel collar the other? -
Kirwan came out immediately

with a sharp attack on the wholé
Proposition, using the ready made
srgumetits of the Iton and Steel
Institute. Frank Purnéll, presx-
dent of the Youngstown Sheet
and Tube Company, made head:

roborating his every word.

wheelhorse who wears a steel

that a “liberal New Deal Demo-
erat” Congressman’s life is not
4 happy one.

tnhappier.

- Younhgstown,- O. -

Truth About Lenin s
Views on Use of
“lllegal Methods"’

Editor:

having said (in . the Infdntile
Disease of Leftism): “We must
be ready to employ trickery,
deceit, lawbreaking,. W1thh01dmg
and concealing truth.” He states,
on Max Eastman’s authority, that
the American translation of. the
pamphlet- was maecurate, and
that the correct’ translation was
that given above. Would you have
any information on this?
A.H. K
New York

ED. REPLY: The above “guota-
tion” ascribed to Lenin .is a trick
in the s¢pirit of all historical
falsifications. In the first place,
it is a deliberate  distortion of
“what Lenin did actually say.
Secondly, the distortion itself is
based on a phrase deliberately
{orn out of the body of a sentence.
- Lenin was writing about the
reactionary trade union bureau-
crats. He- said: “There can be no
doubt that those gentlemen, the
‘leaders’ of opportunism, will re-
sort to every. trick of bourgeois
delomacy, to the aid of bourgeois
governments, the priests, the
police and the courts, to preveut
Communists joining the trade
tnions, to force them out by every
means, to make théir work in the
trade umions. as  unpleasant #s
possible, to insult; bait and per-
secute them.”

- Immediately thereafter follows
the sentence in question:

“We must be ablé fo withstand
all this, to agree to any 'sacri-
fice, and even—if neeéd be—to
resort fo all sorts of stratagems,

snons and subterfuges, only So as
to get into the trade unions, to
rémain in them and to carry on
Communist work within them at
ull costs.”” (Our emphasis. )
This translation is te be found
on page 38, “Left-Wing¥ Com-
munism; an Infantile  Disorder,
International Publishérs. Com-

‘parisen with the Russiah original

shows that this is virtually &
literal franslation of what Lenin
himself wrote. Eastmian, or Any

and eoncealing truth,” .
Froni the context of the fore-

that Lenin adv1sed “stratagem
and “artifices” exclusxvely as

Communists against the repres-
sions of a reactionary - trade|:
union bureaucracy. By advocating
“illegal methods’ in: reactionary
tnions Lenin simply meant that’
the revolutionary opponents: were
yinder no moral compulsion. what-
ever to abide by “leg‘ahtv” im-

ficials, any more thati the proscrib-
ed jopponents of a dictatorial
regime have any “lawful” obhga-
tions,

work

his famous

chief alguments
hon that it was.

What was Mike to do. in the .
face of a proposal to e‘(pand steel | fu

buddies — Frank Purnell and| '
oxtor tlonary price as they did at|
the reins pull one way and the .

dfter Truman made his proposﬂ‘

lines alongside of Kirwan by cor- |

1It’s tough, “Mike. Tt d;dn’t look"
g0 good. in print. But what is a

collar to do? It is plam to see

And it’s poing to get a Iot_;

Harty Bﬁwem'zm,: ,

On page 73 of The Steep Places, el
Norman Angell quotes Lenin as |

v methods”
. |'those who outlaw their opponents

artifices, illegal fethods, to ‘eva: |

contrgry, is siniply “withholding | =
going sentence it is self-évident|

measures of self-defense by the'

| 8t:, 2na fl.

posed By reactionary union of-}

The whole of Lenms thought :
and argument in this section of |
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{actics against enemies who stop
at nothing.

No one has yet invented “legal
of struggle against

and their ideds. Under these con-
.ditions the choice s e_ither»lto
‘capitulate or to resort to illegal
methods,” “evasion,” “artifices.”
rGentlemen like Normal Angell
want to depict Lienin' as an
“amoral” monster -who at all
times and under all eonditions was
 “ready to employ trickery, deceit, |
| lawbredking,” and the like, They
therefore tailor their “quotations”
from Lenin to suit their own
“moral” purpose of  identifying
Lenin. with ~Stalin. Lénin; often
remarked that the ‘tarest’ thing
under the sun was a consqentxous
opponent. Mr. Angell and his
friends are certainly the crassest
1llustratlons of this t'act

The “Fair Deal” and
Other Phony Labels

Editor:.
.A brand new label is now being
peddled to the American people;

if by magie, these two little

'words have been picked up and

played up by all the dailies and
weeklies, radio, newsreels, pulpit,
efe. And this'is just the begmmng
What delights most Ppublicity

Truman’s formula. Every op-
ponent of the “Fair Deal” beg‘ms
presumably  with two sir ikes

,agamst him. How can any one

speak: up openly ag'amqt being
“fair”? It is much like bemg told
to. answer a trick question like

| “Have you stopped beatmg your

wife”?
. Shyster lawyers are not the
otity. ones who habitually employ

~-s;:ale. Every.Main Street.ha

| the éxception. There is’ no tri

LAnd unless the American “people
It is. Truman’s “Fair Déal.” As|

tub-thumpetrs is the slickness of |

‘Was Insplrmg

| Editor:

article that good onee ever

| verbal trickery like this. It is an
hther “authérity” Who states the |~ .- S, ST

inseparable part of the day-£
operations of “free, ente
Reputable banks mclude the w
“national” in their firmi name
the better to dlsguxse the pr
monopoly ownership of these
stitutions. - Utility cmporat
masquerade . as “public’ bo
a8 they mercilessly mulet .
public, resisting or evading
attempt to regulate their o
tions on a local, state or nati

“economy” lunch room, Faqeld
‘or drug store or Sonie othe1
rate” clip joint.

Bach of us can easily
dozens of examples from:
gonal experience. But many of
s have stfll t6 learn on wha

rast scale all ‘these and si
devices™ have been . transplanted
Inte political life, where" d
gogy has . become. the rul "

too- base for a capltallst
tician.

Truman’s formula is so sedu
tive, so sly and so slick th:
will bear the closest sery

keep a close watch they will b

sold "a packdge that is éve

bl‘ome“ than the label.
Reader
New York,

Steln s Arhcle

Your article, “»Ci;.pltali'sﬁ P;
ganda Runs into Sales Re
by M. Stein, struck. home.
mature handling of this present
tion was immensely enjoyal
inspiring. If 1 eould re

months, I would be gxatefu
M, S.
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«he old-time quacks of the medicine shows
st be green with envy. A whole batch of up-
tarts have taken over their racket and made it
big and respectable, -
.~ In the old days, barnstormers who peddled su-
-ar-and-water “cure-alls” gave out a quick spiel
and raked in their take. With one eye out for the
eriff who might spoil the game, they left town .
ith as little publicity as possible.
t the newcomers, with kite-tails of letters
_after their names, travel at ease. They are sure
welcome from the government and a build-
from the capitalist papers, because they ped-
‘ the stupendous fraud of an “easy cure” for
affliction most dreaded by the people—war.
ese pretentious humbugs are famous psy-
hologists and anthropologists. They exchanged
'mulas a few months ago at an “International
ress on Mental Health” held in London.
Appropriately enough, it was a British anth-
opologist from New York—representing - Anglo-
nerican imperialism—who served- as execu-
ve officer. Her speech was typical of their
rversions of science.
Ac¢cording to this Dr. Nina Ridenour, the anth-‘
opologists must work to “prevent war” by study-
" “the nature of groups—study how the Ger-
: s or Russians, for example, would react to
certain c1rcumstances, the object being to achieve
ess in discussions with them.”.
Dr. Ernest Jones of London pointed out what
they will take if “peaceful persuasion” fails.
President of the International Psycho-Analytical

coming war on the USSR:
The behavior of some of our friends in other
tries may be due very much to a sense of
t.” For example, he said, “The Russians had
sense of guilt because - they destroyed the
arist culture in the 1917 revolution, the Ger-
ans because they started the Second World War
cause they had to: do something violent to get
over, their feeling of guilt about starting the
rst Great War.”

“Medical Medicine Men

By Mary Wood

ociation, he has already laid the blame for the '

That is supposed 10 e.zmlam everythmg. Now
the Russians must atart a war to get over their
regret for havmg wiped out oné of the most
oppressive regimes. in. istory, a’ “culture” that
condemned hundreds of millions of people to il-
literacy, povem:y, and brutahty.

In the case of: Germany, they blandly-ignore all
scientific prooi that there is no such thing as
a “racial” or “natxonal” pattern of thought.
They never aamlt that ideas grow out of mate-
rial conditions; that the life of a worker makes
him think differently from his boss about wages
and prices, for instance.

They skillfully avoid any discussion of the real
cause of war, the capltahst system whose na-
tional rivalries grow from, the merciless drive
for profits. According to these quacks, wars are

. just the product of’ mental dlsturbances that af-

flict ‘entire nations. |

This isn’t entirely. new  Hitler years ago
spewed out the theory of “collective gullt”
justify the murder .of milliong of Jews and other
“inferior peoples,” as he called them. The pros-
titute sclentxsts have just brought his ideas up
to date to suit Wall Street.

Like the medicine-show barker, they try first
to lull the audience. Don’t go to a real doctor,
don't listen to the Marxists who say the cancer
of capltahsm must be removed. One quick swallow
‘of the magm “psycho~analytxcal” dope will fix
you up! .

And if 1t uoesn’t work—as it can’t" Ah, then
comes the second bottle of “something even bet-
ter, even stronger”-—a poisonous brew of na-
tionalist hatreds, a hypnotlc drug to make you
spring out of bed at the 'sound of a war-drum.

Fine medicines, these! The physicists who per-
fected the atom bomb, the biologists who perfect
germ warfare, are Jomed by the psychologlsts
and anthropologists who rush for a place in Wall
Street’s war machine.

The medical quacks were benefactors compared
to the scientists who sell themselves to capitalism.

‘few weeks ago The Militant carried a small
‘pointing out that an anti-diserimination com-
e set up by the United Steel Workers, CI0,
1as never been convened. It was a case of a mere
gesture by Philip Murray to placate those who
emanded. a real fight for Negro equality in the
steel industry. -

he fate of this committee, which exists in.
name only, calls attention to the true condition
of Negroes in the CIO.

‘myth has grown in the labor movement that
Negroes have found equality in the CIO. This
yth is prevalent among trade union function-
yank and file white workers, liberals and
even .some revolutionists—but not among the
Negro workers. The myth is based upon the fact
that unlike most AFL unions, the CIO in the pro-
cess of organizing on industrial hnes, gave Ne-
‘0. workers full union membership in.the formal
se. Millions of Negroes were recruited into
the CIO. They vote as other members. They
en_hold office. They are rarely, if ever, se-
gregated in sepdrate locals, as in many AFL
anions.

n that limited sense the Negro workers have,

~bers in“the CIO, and are therefore in a position

But there is no equality for Negroes, even in
e CIO. They do not have full status as CIO
embers, in ‘the basic sense of that word.

£ Negroes were truly equal in the CIO, they
ould ‘have job equality. This -equality exists
only in the rare CIO local union. In the CIO
ons generally the Negro workers still are
nfined to the dirtiest, low paid and undesirable
s. This discrimination persists despite.senior-

~Negroes and the Clﬂ

By Joseph Andrews

oved forward. They are organized in large num-

ity provxsxons in loca.l union contracts which, if
enforced, would make’ it ma.ndatory to give Ne-
groes preference in job opemngs on the basis
of length of company service. -Almost every-

2 where, union leaders overlook this contract pro-

vision when it comes to Negroes.

One of the most democratic of CIO unions, the
United Rubber Workers, is & case in point. A
Negro has never built tires in the rubber indus-
try.. This is considered a preferred production
job in rubber since it pays $2 an hour or more,

“well above rubber wage averages.

During World War II when a genuine shortage
of tire builders: developed, women were trained
to build small passenger tires. But when Negroes
attempted to learn this job, they were rebuffed
by management and by the union leadership as
well,

¢+ One Negro I know workmg for a rubber com-
pany, with almost 20 years seniority, is still pick-
ing up and cleamng spittoons. Three-fourths of
the tire builders in: that. plant have less seniority
than he. \

Revolutionary mlhtants ‘must not allow the
fact that Negroes: are afforded membership in

- the CIO to close théir eyes to the ugly facts. It

is incumbent upon them to insist upon full equal-
ity, which must begin with job equality.

Philip Murray and other top CIO figures, who
speak much about civil rights for Negroes, reveal

. the hollowness of their program by their failure

to lead the fight in their own back yards.

Jim Crow flourishes not only in the South, and
in the shadow of the White House in Washmgton,
D. C.; he still moves freely on the home grounds
of the labor bureaucracy.

Isewhere in this issue we have reported on

uis Weinstock correspondence and of the Com-
unist Party’s_sabotage of the fight to smash
e Smith Act in the Minneapolis case. But there
nother postscript to the Weinstock story that
aserves some comment. ‘
=~ Like many other periodicals, the Jan. 24 New
- Republic, in its column “Left of Center,” recorded
he main facts we had published about Weinstock
the Minneapolis Trial, including the fact
at despite the treachery of the Stalinists, we
rotskylsts are defending the 12 Stdhmsts now
“trial, Then it added:
. YThe Stalinists refuse to reciprocate, however.
They continue to boycott.the defense campaign
for James Kutcher, legless veteran fired from
the Veterans Administration for his Trotskyite
liations.”
he author of these remarks evidently feels
t such conduct — “boycotting” the Kutcher
ense — is reprehensible. We think so too.
d we’re not thinking only of the Stalinists.

liberal journals have taken'a stand [on itl;
only the New Republic and Socialist Call have
ot yet found space to express their views.”

| A’N ew Repubhe’ on Kuteher

By George Breitman

¢ Teaction by the Stalinists to our expose of the -

he. Kutcher case is now five months old. As we
pointed outin the Jan. 17 Militant: “Virtually all

That was not because the editor of the New
Republic did not know about the case. On the
contrary.. The Kutcher Civil Rights Committee
has supplied the Neéw Republic with all the in-
formation, just.as it has done with other periodi-
cals. Furthermore, the editor of the New Re-
public is a member of :the National Planning
Committee of the AVC, which voted unanimous-
ly to call “upon all hberal orgamzatxons and upon
all individuals who believe in our Bill of Rights
to-come to his [Kutcher’s] defense.”

When the New Republic was approached for
a short editorial stateniéht on the Kutcher case
last October, its spokésman réplied that they were
rather crowded for space at the time in covering
the election campaign, but they would see what
they could do. Perhaps they are still crowded
because of preparations for the next election. At
any rate the passing remarks in “Left of Center”
are the very first ever printed in the New Repub-

lic about the dramatic case of the legless veteran.

These remarks may be regarded .as a step for-
ward for the New Republi¢, but they hardly rep-
resent taking a stand on the case. And they cer-
tainly don’t give the editor of the New Republic
grounds for feeling any 'moral superiority over
the Stalinists because they boycott the Kutcher
defense. ¢

Notes from the Ne’ws

_STILL VERY IMAGINARY! — The day be-
§ e Truman’s inauguration, N. Y. Star column-
ist 1. T, Stone printed “An Imaginary Press

1guration announces he has reconsidered the
e of James Kutcher and decided to reinstate
1. The day after the inauguration, Stone said
: dldn’t think Truman could protect civil rights
carrying on his war drive and concluded:
Truman spoke with malice toward none ex-
eept half of mankind (Russia and Ghma), and
With charity toward all willing to give us mili-
ry. bases.”

***

GOOD IDEA — A furniture workers union con-
in Laurel, Mass., grants a 120-day leave of
sence to any member who decides to run for
© If ‘the candidate loses, he gets his job
without loss of seniority; if he wins, he gets
aye of absence to cozer his term of office.

% *

WP FRIEND DIES — The’ tht SWP Branch.
i i:nend_and sympatlnzer,

Gonference” in which Truman on the day of his

“been paid to ov
: Umted' Mme Wotrke

of AC Spark Plug Local 651 and a militant union-
ist. ‘His father, a ‘well-known union leader in
Germa,ny, was assassinated by the Nazis.

* % %

CANT CALL THEM BIASED — The Social
Democratic New Leader on Jan. 22 gave one page
to an Indonesian Republic spokesman denouncing
the Dutch imperialist war and one page to a Dutch
government representative defending it.

E A

ODD PLACES — Repubhcan Senator Langer
(N D.) denounced the undemocratic New York
jury panel system from the floor of the Senate
while liberal lawyer Morris Ernst upheld the
Smith Gag Act in the New Republic as “in accord-"|
ance with American, plmcxples. _ ;

CRREEE T v

MINERS’ WELFARE — In the 20 months ehd-

ing ‘Dec. 81, approximately'68 million dollars has
260y 000 beneﬁc1ar1es of ‘the
‘e and Retirement

automobll'e S

VOLUME XII

MONDAY, JANUARY 31, 1949

Weinstock Admits Treachery
Of CP in Fight on Smith Act

By George Breitman "'
The Jan, 3 Militant article on
the Louis Weinstock correspon-
dence, showing how the Com-
munist Party during thé>war had
sabotaged the fight against the
Smith Act under which its lead-
ers are now being persecuted,
has received wide publicity in
the press and over the radio. By

now- the details of this sordid

‘story are well known in all labor
and radical circles.

But . despite the wide interest
{his story has aroused, the Stalin-
ist press has maintained a rigid
gilence on the matter, not daring
to comment one way or another.
How can they? To admit the
facts  would only damn them
further in the eyes of class-
conscious workers. To attempt a
denial in the face of the documen-
tary evidence cited in The Mili-
tant would be the height of
futility. That js why the Daily
Worker contents itself with re-
peating the lie that this is the
first time in American history
“that a  political party faces
criminal ‘charges for its platform
and history.”

While the Stalinist press can
remain silent in this way, in-
dividual Stalinists are not all so
fortunately situated—and least of
all Louis Weinstock himself.
Forced to discuss the issue in the

he has completely confirmed The

self and his party.

WEINSTOCK ADMISSIONS

Weinstock used to be secretary-
treasurer of Painters District
Counecil No. 9, and it was in that
capacity in 1944 that he played
hig ‘part in the scabby Stalinist
campaign to prevent the mobiliza-
tion of' the labor movement
agamst the Smith Act when 18
Socialist Workers Party and CI10
members  were railroaded %o
prison under its provisions in
the Minneapolis Trial. The mem-
bers of the union have since then
kicked  Weinstock out of that post,
and ‘the forum he wused in
discussing The Militant’s expose
was a meeting of Painters.Local
848, held at Yorkville Temple on
Jan. 17. ‘

He could not deny that he and
his fellow Stalinists had prevent-
ed the District Council from ox-
tending aid to the Civil Rights
Defense Committee, which ‘was
helpmg the 18 Trotgkyists.

He could not-deny that under
pretext of “investigating” the
fects in the case, he had written
letters to Daniel J. Tobin, czar

openly asked Roosevelt to jail the
Trotskyists; to Attorney General
Biddle, whose Department of
Justice had indicted them; and to
District Atterney Victor E. An-
derson, who had headed the gov-
srnment staff prosecuting them.

.Nor could Weinstock deny that
after receiving replies from them,
he had given the widest possible
circulation to  their arguments
upholding the conviction -of the
Trotskyists—including their argu-
ment that the Smith Act was
constitutional and did not violate
free speech. ;

Weinstock was compelled to
admit all these facts, either cx-
plicitly or by refusing to mention
them in his “answer.” The only
question of fact which he even
half-tried to dispute was his per-
sonal Tesponsibility for the
letters, which he disclaimed on
the ground that he had been
directed to write them by the
District Council.

WHAT WAS AUTHORIZED

But The Militant had not ac-
cused him of acting in this case
as an individual. We specifically
stated that the. Stalinists at that
time controlled the Distriet Coun-’
cil and that Weinstock was only
“carrying out the Stalinist line.”
' Furthermore, our objection was
not to an investigation by the
Council of the facts in the Min-
neapolis case—but to the nature
of the “investigation” that Wein-
stock conducted. He sent letsers
io those who were publicly com-
mitted to -support of the Smith
Act and of the government’s
persecution of the Trotskyists;
and “he asked them only for
answers which would help him to
prevent aid for the Trotskyists.
On the other hand, he did not
seek to get any information from
the def_end.mts themselves; or
from the Civil Rights Defeénse
Conimittee; or from the Ameri-
ean Civil Liberties Union, which
defended the 18 Trotskyists on
the same basis that they are now
defending the 12 Stalinists; or
flom the hundledb of Jabor and

New York AFL Painters Union, |

Militant’s charges against him- |

of the Teamsters Union who had|

| evidence of such *‘confusjon,” he |
| tionary answer for the American

Workers, in Your Hand Lies I ndonesm s F ate

~—Reprinted from De Tribune

The District Council did au-
thorize Weinstock to write letters
for information on the case. But
it did not authorize him to write
letters that were viciously and
maliciously biased against the
Minneapolis defendants. For that
the responsibility lies squarely on
the shoulders of Weinstock him-
self and the Stalinist leadership
as a whole.

Utterly discredited by the facts,
Weinstock nevertheless attempted
at the Local 848 meeting - to
justify the Stalinist stab-in-the-
back to the fight against the
&mith Act. “The Trotskyites were
against American entry into the
war,” he screamed, and for that
reason deserved no support from
the labor movement.

This argument — that polmcal
differences justify a refusal to
practice solidarity with a work-
ing class party when it is under
attack by rcactionary forces —
was first widely introduced into
the labor moevement by the Stal-
inists in the Minneapolis case.
Precisely the same argument is
repeated today .by labor and
liheral leaders in denying sup-
port to the Stalinist 12.

“CONFUSION” CLAIMED .

““This whole
raised by these filthy Trotskyites
in order to confuse -the workers,”
Weinstock continued. And " as

held up a copy of ‘the Jan. 3
Militant.

“Look at the front page,” he
raged. “The headline pretends to
condemn Dubinsky for advocating
his own Taft-Hartley Act. But
how can they be real opponents
of the right-wing Social Demo-
crits when on the back page they
attack me and the Communists?”

From Weinstock’s twisted view-
point there is something con-
tradictory, and therefore decep-
tive, about a party that is op-
posed to the treachery of both
Social Democrats and Stalinists
at the same time. To’a mind cor-
rupted by Stalinism there is ob-
viously something odd, and there-
fore suspicious, about a paper
tnat-condemns anti-labor policies,
no matter who employs them.

That wasn’t the only example
of “Trotskyite confusion” cited
by Weinstock: “Now look at this
—on page 4 they condemn the

Comniunists, but on page 3 they

have an editorial asking the CP
for a united ‘front- against the
Smith Act.” Again, this struck
Weinstock as a self—eVIdent ‘con-

issue has been:

| Feb. 11.

whele pohtlcal dlffelences ‘exist
.--is so alien to-this Stalinist
bmeaucrat that he can explaln it
only as a “confusing trick.”

But if stressing labor solidarity,
despite political differences, is a
contradiction, then on what basis
can the Stalinists appeal for help
‘from non-Stalinists in the present
trial? And on what basis should
non - Stalinists extend  support
under these circumstances? If the
‘support of Trotskyists is to be
rejected because they have poli-
tical. differences with the Stal-
inists, won’t this mean that the
support of other groups having
political differences with the Stal-
inists will alse have to be re-
jectéd? "Wouldn’t such a  policy,
if logically earried out to the end,
jsolate the Stalinists further and
guarante(, success to the govern-
ment’s campaign to outlaw the
cpP?

These questions—Ilet alone their
answers—never occurred to Wein-
stoek. “We don’t: need ‘the help
of the Trotskyites,” he. con-
cluded, “and we don’t want it

‘and we will have no united front
with them. I am confident that
the Communist Party will fight
the indictment successfully.”

With this approach, the Stal-
inists repel rather than attract
mass support for the fight against
government thought-control. With
this approach, they are com-
pelled to remain silent when
Victor Riesel, the N. Y. Post’s
competitor to Westbrook Pegler,
prints a whole column on the CP
behavior in the Minneapolis case
and draws the moral that Stalin-
ists don’t deserve support because
they won’t give any to the civil
vights of their political op-
ponents.

That is why, even " while op-
posing the governntent’s attack
on the Stalinists, we. must con-
tinue to expose the perfidious
Stalinist praetices and philosophy.
which have miseducated broad
sections of the working class and
must be rooted out- if the labor
movement is to be rallied for a
successful  fight against thought-
control, =

By Dwkson Woods
SAN FRANCISCO—The revolu-

Negroes will be dealt with in a
three-day pregram and historical
exhibit, celebrating’ Negro His-
tory Week at the Socialist Work-
ers ‘ Party = headquarters, 1739
Fillmore St., on Feb. 10, 11 .and
Fillmore St., on Feb. 10, 11, 12,
 The program -will include a
series of lectures and discussions
on the Negro people’s 300 years
struggle. for liberation. in Amer-
ica and where it is now leading;
on such great. vrevolutionary
Negro leaders- as Toussaint
L’Ouverture and Frederick
Douglass; on the Negro’s. con-
tributions to American literature
and music; and on the relation
of the Negro people. to the commo
socialist' revolution.

Speakeis . will include - Allen
Willis. on “The Negro’s Revolu-
tionary Past,” William Gorman
on . “The Negro and Socialism,”
Dickson Woods on Negro litera-
ture, and Cliff Sharp on the mean-

‘ing of American jazz.

“The Black Napoleon of Ham 2
2. documentary film on the life of
Henri Christophé,- will be. shown'
“Music in A' v A

rica,”
March of Tlme film showing how

Stlmulatmg Program Marks Bay Area
Celebration of Negro History Week

folk music, will be shown Feb. 12

The . celebration - will. then zon-
clude with refreshments dnd
dsncing, featuring -many early

jazz recordings. .

The historical - exhibit will in-
clude .first editions  and other
books, pamphlets and articles on
the Negro question. The hall will
be decorated with portraits of
Toussaint L’Ouverture, Douglass,
Harriet Tubman and with scenes
from the Underground Railroad.

No admission price will be
charged for the exhibit or the
evening programs, which will
hegin at 8 P.M. on Feb. 10 and
11 and at 9 P.M. on Feb. 12. The
exhibit will also be open to the
| public during the afternoons of
those days. For further informa-
tion, visit SWP headquartérs or
phone FIllmore 6-0410.

From Coast to Coast

In “liberal” New - York City
the Board of Education has barred
the IWO from use of  public

gressive” state of Washington
the 'Board of Regents, ‘including
David Beck, vice-czar of the
. Teamsters, - voted  to fire : three
Umvers;ty of . Washington pro-

d “Communistic” ac-.

‘put- three others

school faclhtles. And in the “pro-|

Dutch Trotskylsts»
Back Indonesian
Freedom Struggle

The Indonesian people have
found militant support for. their
struggle for independence right
inside the Netherlands. The Dutch
Trotskyists, organized in. the
Revelutionary Communist Party,
Netherlands section of the Fourth
International, are calling on the
Dutch working class to fight for
the withdrawal of all troops and
the immediate freedom.”of In-
donesia. Since the loading of the
first .troop ship, they have in-
sistently ‘called on labor to or-
ganize a boycott to help the In-
donesians, -

" When the attack on the In-

donesian Republic began on Dec,

19, the Trotskyist newspaper, De

TFribune, at-once issued a mani-.
festo bitterly opposing the war of

the Dutch imperialist govern-

ment. In a blazing headline across

the front page,  De Tribune

declared:  ‘“Solidarity with In-
donesiall”

" The manifesto condemns the
Duteh capitalist class as being
“interested only in the subiuga—
tion of Indonesia as a colony.”
1t pomts out how. cold-bloodedly
the government prepared the war,
freezing wages to get
money for armaments and impos-
ing a ‘“civil state of siege”. in
preparation for possible resistance
to the wage freeze and the
colonial war.

THE COMMON ENEMY

De Tribune hails the Indonesian
people who- “are struggling for
their freedom. They have no
desire to experience anew the

.| ‘blessings’ of Dutch rule, which

after 300 years domination has -
brought nothing but illiteracy,

) \taxvatlon wages of a few cents~ e
a day and concentration “eamps.

The right is on the side of the
Indonesian fighters. Their enemy
is our enemy: the Nethcrlands
hourgeoisie!”

In contrast to thxs model revolu-
tionary socialist stand of the
Dutch - Trotskyists, the Social
Democratic leaders of the Dutch
Workers Party — co-thinkers of
the: Norman Thomas Socialist
Party—stand at the head of the
wovernment which pulled the
Pearl Harbor sneak attack on the
Indonesiar Republic.

The Duteh ‘Stalinists share the
guilt of the Secial Democrats for
the assault on the Indonesian
Republic. - They supported the i
Lingadjatti and Renville agree-
ments which helped pave the way
for the blitzkrieg war. The Stal-
inists are mnow beating their
breasts in public over their “very
serious errors” whereby “the In-
donesian revolution was brought
in great danger.”

At the same time the Stalinists
are redoubling their attacks on
the Trotskyists, who have eon-
sistently fought for the slogan, -
“Free Indonesia from Holland
Now!” Despite their “self-critic-
jsm,” the Stalinists still refuse
to take up this traditional slogan
of the revolutionary socialist
movement.

Detro;t Youth Group
Hits SL!D Moves

DEvTROlT The Socialist
Workers. Party. Youth Group of
Detroit, through its organizer
Seymour Lyons, has issued a
sharp denunciation of the” recent
national convention of the Student
League for Industrial Demdecracy
which voted to exclude Trot-
skylsts f10m membership as “to-
talitarians.” -

Lyons’ statement demone‘mated
the dishonest, frame-up character
‘of this charge by contrasting the:

of the Social Democrats and their
allics who run the SLID. On the =
issuc of Indonesia, for example,
the SLID conveéntion voted down
a resolution calling for a halt of
Marshall Plan funds to Holland,
thus giving objective support to -
the. war of Dutch imperialism,
while the SWP fights unceasingly
for support of the Indonesian
-tlur:gle for mdependcnce from
Dutch totalitarvianism.

The statement ‘eoncluded by .
appealing to SLID members to.
support the  Wayne University’
(*hdpters 1equebt f01 a aeferen-

more -

program of the SWP with that
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