IN DEFENSE
 OF SOCIALIZED MEDICINE

By Harry Braverman

‘- See I{age 3 auns

PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN THE lNTERESTS OF THE WORK]NG PEOPLE -

Vol. XIII - No. 18

‘NEW YORK N Y.,

MONDAY MAY 2, 1949

Special Report

"From China on

The Civil War

(The following is a report. by the Political Commlttee of the

Revolutionary Communist Party,
ternational.)

Chinese section of the Fourth In-

SOMEWH‘ERE 'IN- SOUTHERN CHINA, April 5 — The

present situation in China is dominated by three outstanding |

-~
O

facts:

1. The spectaculgu victories of
the Stalinist - controlled peasant
armies;

2. .The bottomless bankruptcy,

. corruption and disintegration of
. the Kuomintang regime.

- 3. The political
demoralization, paralysis and
disorganization of the city works:
ing class. .
It is

universally recognized

"~ among the Chinese people -that

the surprising victories of the
Stalinist peasant armies are a
tribute not so much to its own
strength as to the abysmal cor-

" ruption of Chiang’s arch-reac-
UGonary rule. The great military

debacle coincided with economic
bankruptey which in turn caused
an irreparable disorganization of
the regime itself. Events moved

* with such suddenness and rapidity

as to catch all sides by surprise,
both Chiang Kai-shek and Mao
Tse-tung, as well as the soberest
revolutionists  who. were evetr
mindful of the threatening catas-
trophe which was: envelopmg the

. old regime.

The fatal turning point came
with the rout of the Kuomintang
campaign in the Suchow campaign

. where all the military advantages

were .on Chiang’s side. But h's
army .-was corroded through and
through, the top command per-
vaded with- corruption and the
ranks undermined by the deepest
demorahzatmn The_ final . blow
came as ‘Madame" Chiang‘ was
turned ‘away empty handed after
a frigid reception at the White
House., Without American gold,
the strings of Chiang’s regime
began to unravel, and his under-
cover opponents, the warlords,
local militarists and '~ political
cliques, began to turn against

him. .

CHIANG’S WITHDRAWAL

‘Confronted by internal collapse
and by rising rebellion in the
southwestern provinces, Chiang
for a brief moment assumed the
role of dove of peace. But the five
conditions he offered as a basis
{or negotiations were a transpar-
ent effort to gain' a breathing
spell and were deservedly rejected

"BY “Yenan. Under the pretext of

a leave of absence, Chiang quit
the capital, but from behind the
scenes he is still trying to hold
the strings of Chinese polities in
his hands, hopmg that tomorrow

ind.ifference, y

he will be able to make a come-
back a la De Gaulle.
At this most critical juncture,

its cabinet in the hope of getting
a breathing spell, Mao Tse-tung
proclaimed his eight-point. pro-
‘gram, the basis for another rotten
compromise. . To be sure, the
‘liberating army’ is consolidating

. |its positions and Vthreatening to

cross the Yangtze. But it is clear
from all the broadcasts and pro-
clamations from Yenan and from
the Stalinist ,actions in the oc-

(Continued on page 2)

Tito Says Czech
Government Abets
Despots in Greece

The Belgrade newspaper Poli-
tika carried on April 21 a detailed
account of how . the Stalinist-
dominated Czech ‘government
since August 1947 has been sup-
plying large quantities of stra-
tegic -materials to the Greek
monarchists and thus aiding and
abetting them in the Greek civil’
war. )

Under the original 1947 trade
agreenfent, the Czechs supplied
the Athens government with ma-
chinery, * textiles, chemical and

‘Stalinists - agreed to add to the
list aluminum, - automobiles and
trucks. - In addition, Politika
charges, fhey diverted " to the
Athens government 2,000 tons of
maize: and 2,000 cubic meters of
wood which they had obtained
from Bulgaria on the plea that
these goods were needed to pay
for Italian dynamos. ' )
" The Cominform press and the
Czechs in particular had previ-
ously denounced Tito’s
for engaging in trade negotiations
with the Athens government.
Belgrade has flatly denied  this
and capped its denial by the
foregoing exposure, which has
yvet to be disproved. ’
It is nothing new . for ' the
Kremlin to accuse its opponents
of the crimes it commits itself.
Stalin. did not hesitate to ship
¢il to Mussolini. when the Italian
fascists were engaged in the rape

of Ethiopia.

VIDEO STATION CUTS OFF
WEISS CIVIL RIGHTS DEBATE

By J. Blake

LOS ANGELES, April 23 —
The television broadcast “View-
point Unlimited’ was abruptly
cut off after sixteen lively
minutes last Sunday. The debate
in which Myra T. Weiss, Chalrman
of the Los Angeics Local of the
Socialist Workers Party, par-
ticipated - apparently was not

Next Week:

Another exclusive dispatch
from China, presenting the
program and perspectives of
the Chinese Trotskyists.

i P

Colvin R. De Silva, member
‘of the Ceylon Parliament and
leader of the Ceylon Trotsky-
ists, tells why he was barred
from being a delegate at the
“Stalinist-dominated “World
Peace Congress” in Paris.

ok 3k

Art Preis continues his ana: -
lysis of Bernard Baruch’s ex-
tremely revealing article on
Washington’s plans for per-
manent regimentation of the
American people.

* ok %

And coming soon will be the
first of a series of articles by
| Grace Carlson. on the health
“plans being offered by various
groups.

R s

Send to- THE MILITANT

for extra copies. Only 3c each
in bundles of 5 or more. -

proceeding to the liking of the
management of KFI-TV,

"“The management has decided
the subject is too delicate for
discussion on the air,” was the
‘official reason given all those who

telephoned to ask why the broad-
cast had been stopped.

The topic of the debate, “Should
the ‘ism’ partieg be outlawed,”
was: soon modified by author
Oliver Carlson and his red-baiting
colleague, who . stated that the
Communist Party should be out-
lawed, no others, since it alone
is responsible to a foreign gov-
ernment.

Comrade Wuss,
negative, emphasized two points:
that ‘the current drive ' of the
government is - not against the
‘ism’ parties alone, but against
1he civil rights of all who oppose
the administration; and that the
Communist Party consists not
only of misleaders of the work-
ing .class who follow . Stalin’s
false policies, but also of thou-
sands of workers who sincerely
and mainly seek some way out
of the “mess of capitalism.”

“Her “colleague,” a young law
student at the University of
California, threw the debate into
an_ uproar when he became
horrified at the thought that he
might directly or indirectly ap-
pear to be on the side of “anyone
defending communism.” He was
much less concerned about the ]
possibility of losing the debate

to ‘those. who- would restrict civil

when the Kuomintang reshuffled |

cupied cities that Mao Tse-fung |

timber. When this pact was ex-|{,
fended“tu’%ﬁgﬂst 1949, the-Czéch |

regime |

signed and first used in

arguing: the |

S
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Make Yourself at Home

The most repressive law against
“subversives” yet enacted by any
state government was signed on
April 22 by Governor Lane and
went- into effect the same day.
Maryland was once known as the
Free State.

This new law, entitled “Sedi-
tion and Subversive Activities,”
is “of especial significance not
merely because of its -severity ahd
semi-fascist content, but because
it is being hailed by -anti-labor
and reactionary elements as a
“model” for the other states and
the federal government.

‘COMBINES THE WORST

The Ober Act, named after
Frank 'B. Ober, a Baltimore
lawyer who headed the governor’s
commission that drafted the bill,
was drawn up. with the aid of
the House Committee on Un-
American Activities and the FBI.
Its principal provisions are
patterned on'the Smith “Gag”
Act of 1940, which Roosevelt
1 1941
against the Socialist Workers
Party and the CIO truckdrivers
in- Minneapolis; Truman’s “loyal-
ty” purge order; and the Mundt-
Nixon Bill which was reintro-

ago. It is also a compendium of
similar laws enacted previously
by 45 other states.

Unlike many other state “sedi-

duced into Congress several weeks:

'Maryland

tion” laws  which conceal their
generally repressive intent under
cuise of attacking the Commun-
ist (Stalinist) " Party by name,
the Maryland law does not name
the Communist Party. It defines
a series of activities which -it
terms. “seditious” and “sub-
versive” and provides savage
penalties for anyone convicted of
engaging in suchactivities.

Any organization is defined as
“subversive” which advocates the
“alteration” of the-existing form
of government by “revolution,”
force or vivlence. The law also
defines a ‘“foreign subversive or-
ganization.” This is‘one which is
controlled either directly or “in-
directly” by a foreign govern-
ment and which advocates the
“alteration” of the existing gov-
ernment by any means whate‘ver.

HARSHEST PENALTIES

Anyone convicted of advocating
or “teaching” such views or
knowingly  “supporting” in any
way either a domestic or for-
eign “subversive” organization is
liable to a $20,000 fine and 20
yvears in prison. These are the
harshest penalties of any law

‘of its type—there are now more

than 150 on state and federal
statute books—except the federal
espionage and treason law, whose
penalties range from a $10,000
fine to death.

The law requires loyalty oaths
of all ecandidates for elective of-
fice, and all public employees,
including ~teachers, are subject
to mandatory “loyalty” investiga-
tions. Teachers and other “public
employees may be fired, without
their -guilt bemg proved, merely
if there are “reasonable grounds”
to “believe” they are “sub-
versnve

Gl Jobless Benefits
To End on July 25

Most of the 15,000,000 vet-
erans will lose their eligibility
for unemployment benefits
under the GI Bill of Rights
after July 25. After that date
—unless Congress changes the
law—only veter®ns discharged
since July 25, 1947, will be
eligible for GI jobless aid.

This prospect faces most of
the veterans as unemployment
is rising at the fastest pace in .
11 years. Not less than 5 mil-
lion workers are totally unem-
ployed, while another 12 mil-
lion have been reduced to part-
time employment.

The GI Bill of Rights grants
unemployed  -veterans up to
$20 weekly for 52 weeks. Up
to now only 1,038, 000 " have
completely exhausted their
benefits. .

TLargest Brahchés
{In NMU Condemn |

Purge Ainend_m’ts

Membership meetings of the
CIO National Maritime Union in
the"largest ports on the east coast
kave gone on record: -against the
proposal of the union’s National
Council "to scuttle the non-
discrimination clause in the N MU
donstitution.

In the port of ,New' York,: the
largest shipping center in the

| country, the NMU membership

adopted ‘a resolution condemning
the . National Council proposals
by a vote of 1,635 to 97. This was
followed by similar action in
Philadelphia’ ‘which voted 325 to
3; Boston, 351 to 0; and Bal‘u-
more, 197 to 64.

The proposals of the N'ational
Council in the form of amend-
‘ments to .the NMU constitution
are to be submitted to a 380- day
referendum vote of the entire
membership beginning on May
2. These amendments would re-
quire .that -all members “affirm,
in- writing, that..they are. not
members of the Communist Party
or of any other subversive totali-
tarian organization,”

SWEEPING AND DECEPTIVE
+.In_addition to the yellow-dog
-affidavit the amendments would
subject to expulsion “any per-
sons who subscribe to,. support,
sponsor or  dtherwise. follow ‘a
course of action consistent with
and demonstrating membershin
in or adherence to the policy and
program of the Communist Perty
or any other subversxve or totali-
tarian doctrine.”

It was disclosed at the mem-
bership meetings that the Na-
tional Council resolution and
amendments had been drawn up
by the union’s attorney and were
so full -of lawyers’ double-talk,
provisions so sweeping and. all-
inclusive, language so deceptive
and ‘ambiguous, that any critic
cr opponent could be summarily
expelled as a “subversive.”

OPPOSING AMENDMENTS

The revulsion against this
attempt to establish a totalitarian
police regime under the pretext
of combatting “totalitarian sub-
versives,” was immediate and
effective. Twenty-four officials in
the port of New York whe were
electe(!r on the Rank & File
Caucus slate which ousted the
Stalinists in the last election,
signed and circulated a statement
opposing the yellow dog amend-
ments. :

Under -the unien gonstitution
the Nhtional Council -proposals
must go to a referendum vote,
but -the opposition expressed in
the largest and most decisive
perts: indicates that the NMU
membership is prepared to. resist

the red-baiting hysteria.

Baruch’s

Just befere the signing of the
North Atlantic Pact last month,

‘Winston Churchill visited these

shores. His host was Bernard M.
Baruch, whom the capitalist press
calls “America’s Elder States-
man.” Their meeting at that
precise moment in history—the
conclusion” of the greatest mili-
tary alliance of ‘all time—was
no mere coincidence.

Although neither holds any
formal governmental authority,
they are actually the leading
policy-makers and political
spokesmen for the ruling capital:
ists ‘of their respective countries.
They are, each in. his own way,
the real war leaders. of Great
Britain and the United States.
The role of Churchill has been
too widely publicized to need
comment - here. As for ‘Baruch,
the Wall Street speculator he has

’»

served as chi

adviser to the

Plan for

pres’dents in two world wars.
No man has freer access to the
White House, for he is the master
strategist of American imperial-
ism.

We may never know the exact
words exchanged between Chur-
chill, who formally is merely a
leader of the Tory opposition in
Parliament, and Baruch, whont
the press represents as a mel-
lowed political philosopher .hold-
ing office on park benches..But
we do know the general eonclu-
sions and decisions at which they
arrived—deecisions which are now
the guiding line of . American and
Briitsh imperialism.

DECISIODN MADE

These conclusions are embodied
in a programmatic article by
Bernard M. Baruch — “What of
Our Future?” — in the April 23
Saturday Evening ~Post. In’ hls'»
article, under the gulsevof posing

Permanent Reg:mentaﬂon

society, Baruch indicates the
course American -capitalism pro-
poses to travel.

“Decision, decision, decision —

strongly. All business is now on
a fear-to-fear basis,” exclaims
Baruch. That decision is a defini-
tive answer to the all-dominant
question: War or peace? and that
decision has been made, Baruch’s
article makes clear as crystal. It
is war.

The’ purpose ‘of “the "Baruch
statement is not to argue in
favor of this decision, nor even
to make exphat that this decision
preparatxons must ever be masked
in “peace” phraseology. It is his
purpose to lay out the line of
propaganda to prepare the Ameri-
can people to accept the inevitable
consequences of a decision’ al-
ready arrived at in the secret

1 cannot stress its necessity too,

further work on atomic projects

‘nerve of independent thinking.”

‘against the

protestmg the denlal of genume frqedom of ass
tibon ‘and thought to the

legless veteran James Kutcher.
Almost every department of this
leading Midwest university was
represented amgng the signers
to an appeal on Kutcher’s behalf
sponsored by Dr. Harold C. Urey,
Nobel Prize winner and director
of the War Research Atomic
Bomb Project, with four _other
famous scientists and scholars
en the Chicago campus. |

The 105 educators declared that
“administrative agencies, using
procedures which lend themselves
to. arbitrary action, should be
subject to control both by pubhé
criticism and by judicial review.”
They demand that Kutcher be
granted- the full and fair pubhc
hearing he asked, and record their.

agreement with the Kutcher C1v1l ‘

Rights Committee.

.This forthright afﬁrmatlon of
the democratic rights involved
m Kutcher’s case by so large and
dlstmgulshed a group of pro-
fessors'is especially noteworthy
in view-of attempts being made
by Mlinois witch-hunters to stifle
free speech and ban progressive
ideds  from -the universifies in
that ‘state. This past week the
State Legislaturé’s Seditious Aec-
tivities Investigation Comniission
held hearings in Springfield on
alleged. subversive activities at
the University of Chicago and at
"Roosevelt College.

One of the Commission wit-
nesses, Howard Rushmore, ex-
‘Daily Worker reporter and now
red-hunting specialist for the
Hearst press, demanded %hat
Professor Urey be barred from

because of connections with or-
ganizations arbitrarily designated
by the U. S. Attorney General
as subvergive. ‘He also attacked
two other well-known initiators
of the Kutcher statement, Prof,
Malcolm P. Sharp and Prof.
Arton J. Carlson. Their statement
on the Kutcher case answers the
witch - hunters by pointing out
that ‘the doctrines of “guilt by
association” and . “subversion,”
arbitrarily defined by administra-
tive officials, “create a. frighten-
ing atmosphere that cuts the

Testifying before the Com-
mission on April 21, Chancellor
Robert M. Hutchins of the
Viniversity of Chicago staunchly
defended academic freedom
witch-hunters. - He.
said the university did not be-
‘lieve in “the doctrine of guilt by
association” and declared that
“the policy of repression of ideas
cannot work and never has
worked.”

: The following day Dr. E. J.

+ BERNARD M. BARUCH
First "of all,
*the cause of the jitters spread-_
ing through the country” as
“the absence of peace.” It is not
“generally appreciated” by  the

Baruch defines

‘American people” “what " tevolu-

o counc11s of Amerlcan and ‘British:
 the problem of the future of our|imyg :

‘an around-the-clock twilight, with

| tionary changés in our habitual
'ways  are being forced; by our

‘1ants ﬁrst headline ' after VJ

being neither
peaces’ :

We are, in fact, in “a con-
tinuous state of near-war” -and
“the -cold war has thrust us into

at war nor at

no telling where peace begins, |
where war ends.” The United
States .is “trying to spend its
way out” of this “twilight” state
with. a huge military budget and
enormous foreign expenditures.
“Yet, although taxes exact one
out of every four dollars Ameri-
cans " earn, and- grave domestic
needs in ‘health, education and
housing are neglected, nowhere
have we achieved a decision .in
the peace-making,” says Baruch..
“How much can we do—ahd for
how- long — without wrecking
ourselves and taking the world
with us?”’

There is no peace, B
forms us, in an echo of

ruch in-
e Mili-

Page 2)

sparling,‘ President of Roo

4dv1sory board, “to. join, as t
consc1ence dictates,

understanding
accept,” despite their blacklis

one of the hired inquisitors, J.
Matthews, asked: “Does freed
of speech mean you must pr
a iman (like Gerhart Eisler, {
Stalinist) with a platform o
radio microphone ?” - :

“Not necessarily,” replie

"are beginning to appear. This

‘be counted among the tr !

‘ers Party. At the same -

| hunt and ™ loyalty” purge i

| especially « significant - bec

An Edztér

Heartemn0 signs’ of
resistance to the witch-

past- week has seen two. sign
ficant challenges raised aga
those “who would" stifle " fre
speech and free though_
America.

At one of the great mst
tions of higher learning
University of Chicago,
leading professors ard edu
tors have dared to stand. up*

defenders » -of  civil . hbeme
They have attached their nam
publlcly, in the midst of
“subversive” probe -of the
own institution, to a state
in deferise of James Kutc
the légless veteran fired
his government job for .mer
bership in the Socialist Wo

the heads of thé University
Chicago and Roosevelt College
have courageously uph
academic freedom- against
Hlinois witch-hunters. v
And in the trade umons a
new - fresh wind has begun to
blow. By an overwhelming
majority, the rank and
members of the National Mar
time Union in New . Yorks
Boston, Philadelphia and B
timore, have condemned
proposal of their National
Council to introduce the wit

thee NMU by constituti
amendment. This. action by
members of the NMU

they are so strongly anti-Sta
inist. They have shown
know the difference - bet
fighting Stalinism'_as an a
Jabor tendency and giving s
port to policies aimed at de
lroymg the principles of
union democracy.

These two events are :a ¥
come beginning—but they m
not remain only a beginnif
The forces of reaction are d
ing un1ted1y on every front,
every sphere of American |
to reduce all thought. and
pression to the level of |
police-state mind.* The defe
of democratic rights mus hk
wise ‘be waged relentlessly
every front by the uni '
of all to whom civi
means. more'than
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ted land is to be

be

dlsrds.
- excerpts from the
H h of Mao

ust: be eliminated
ﬁ‘eﬁﬁetibﬁs stage -

eatiwhile peasants
‘to niaintain
igricultuial level.”]

rotecting native as
industry and tr

‘ than under the

ien the
1ed the cxtles,

rian action.

ched,

ugh a shoit-cut of maneuvers
"th the capltahsts

; s happening
ed” China" A series of the
ominable crimes aré being
itted in the name of
olutioti. As fai* back as last
land reform was formally
ken off the«agenda. Under the
talinist policy, sti"uggle for
Cof the land
areas is prohibited; con-

e landlord and “excesSes” are
severely punished.
rly liberated sections the
§ afe to decide for thern:
vés whether to rétain the séized
nd 6% to retuin 1t to the former

IThis infermation is conﬁrmed

¥. Times, Aﬂﬂl 2.
and ownership, they say,

erfore; “reduétion of reft
ahd- interest should be carried out
rst and’ land distribution later.”

decision was also adopted
well as for-

otfipariied by a series of deci-
legalizihg a longer working
(from ten to twelve hours)
iittiig wages to a level even

'TANTS MURDERED
“liberating army”

ete preserved intact. But Stal®
ist “political workers” spare' no
paing to hunt down and ruthlessly
UppreEss any spontaneous prole-
From a worker,
just éscaped from Tsinan (capital
¢f ' the Shantung province), we
leatn of ‘this horrible incident:
As . the “liberating army”
the - workers
;  ifstinetively  undestood

and not

“lib-

in

the

in newly

restored to

In

most recent
and General

- |dustrisl cehtér i’ ‘Ohitta, & grést

ort from China

and set up a factory committee
to cohtrol production; They were
immediately visited by a Stalin-
ist political worker who demanded

this action. The workers replied
that they had decided in:éoiirion
to liberate themselves. He then
insisted that the committee men
fcllow him to headquarters. Thére
théy were chainéd togéther and
led to a courtyard where they
Were mdssacred wholesalé by a
ﬁrmg squad. The faetory was

owner,

In, another factory where &
st¥ike broke out for the gimple
cconomic demand of equal treat-
ment,
crushed by the Stalinists ahd
three strikers stood up B’éfﬁre :
firing sqiisd.

In Tienhtsih, seéotid largest i«

strike occurred 1mMed1ateiy after

‘I to know whe was responsible for | 3

then returned to the frlgﬁtened §

the strike. was Dbrutally;

the® Stalinist mntilitary govern-
ment was established. The; strik:

“only . after
by + stage”

should “at-
the present

ade and was

Kuomintang.

all the old

ap-
in his

efs dentanded 4R e‘lgjrt-}mtﬁ' day
and' a rehsohable inevesiss ih
wages. To their astomshment
|they were arisWered by 4 savéﬁge
proclamation in which the Stal-
inist military authorities decreeﬁ
a longer wo‘rkmg day — teh
mstead of eight — a 25% wage
cut and the establishment of ah
arbitration board ‘which ehmmaﬁ-

whtich even. the Kuohintang ‘had
not dared suppress.

There was neot a selitary meﬂ-
{ion of the workers’ demands in
Mao’s eight-peint peace program.
Not the eight-hour day for whic
the Chinese workers have fought
from the beginning; ‘nor the
“gliding. scale of wages” which
was partially won by the Shang-
hai“workers; nor the freedom to
‘strike, assemble, etc., although
rumors are current in Kuomin-
teng areas that these rights are
heing trampled upon bv the Stal-
inists.

“PRODUCTION CONTROL”
Enterprisés. formerly COY\troi
Jed by the Kuommtang, calleqy
“bureaicratic  eapital,”’ Wejje
simply, transferred to Stalinist
military authorities. They Have
promised that private stocks in

the nationalized enterprlses wﬂl

fainst political

gratulate you on

In a telegram to

et Party expressed ¢

! laught of the

’ALLACE GROUP

Pennsylvania,

»Gteetmgs of sohdanty and ex-
essions of support in his fight
discrimination
me to James Kutcher last week
frem widely separated points of

he compass and diverse political

n a letter from abroad Danish
nd | Swedish Trotskyists
cvolutionary socialist greetings
‘fo .the legless veteran.
ind Swedish comrades assembléd
or.a mutual meeting in Malmo,
eden send you our best greet-
1gs,” thelr message read,

sént

“Danish

“and
your valmnt

t against the oppressors.”

the Kutcher

il ‘Rights Committee the fifth
1ona1 convention of the Work-

‘its solidarity

e fight of James Kutcher
ull reinstatement to:his job
and joins you in condemning the

government

inst -civil liberties ”

& Progressive Party of West-

through re-

gional dlrector Charles Fxscher,
wrote to thé Pittsburgh section
of the Kutcher Civil Rights Com-
mittee endorsing the ecampaign
on Kutcher’s behalf. )

“The Progressive Party has al-
ways opposed the use of. any
arbitrarily composed list of oi-
ganizations, as a measure of a
man’s loyalty to: his country,”
the letter stated. “We know that
already hundreds and 'soon thou-
sands of our country’s most loyal
citizens have suffered directly
and will suffer furthei from this
‘nfamous betrayal of the prin-
ciple of fréedom of thought on
which our nation was built. The
case of Kutcher seems strikingly
unfortunate in view of his service
to the country and his resultmg
physical disability.” :

On the West Coast, Raﬂroad
Workers Industrial Union Noi 520

cher’s discharge and reecommend-
ed to the IWW General Defense
Committee that it take appro-
priate action to ald the veteran’s
ﬁght

ed at ona stroke the limited rights |.

of the TWW has condemned Kut- |

Chmose Students Ask Peace ;

Bt o

Moré maﬁ G;WO stﬂdéh'ts it Nm‘nkiﬁg’s sékivols demonstrated
for peacé just ;fiefore the renewal of warfare in China. A few days
later Nankmg had been taken by the Stahmst forces.

hé vetartied t5-the pi‘éiﬁ}etoi's A
counterfeit systemt of Production
sontrol his beesi Set #p tnder
nomf committee representing labor
! eap‘ftal; reminiscent’ of l‘ﬁus-
olint's euiporate  control There
is not the slightest change of
propexty relations in the indus-
trila centers. "
Here then is the Stahmst type
of “1evolutlon a revolutlon‘
led by the very. people who fear
it .like death itself. The Chinese
péasant movement is- bemg be-
trayed and the peasant army is

h bemg transformed into a ‘reac-

Lmnary bom'geom mstrument for
the' stippiéssion of the proletariat!
(Tlerein is the core of the new
aevelopment in the tragedy of
the Chinese revolitioti,

Although the “liberating army”
lis  knocking at ' the doors of
Shanghai,  China’s greatest in-
dustripl center, the proletariat
remaing indifferent, cool and full

-Iof doubt. The sporadic. spontane-

ous etonomic strikes were caused
more by the unbearable inflatioh
than by the victories of the Stal-
inist armies. Of all the turbulent
struggles, not one occurred” as &
positive, enthusiastic pohtlcal
reaction to the Stalinist
Yictories. Indeed, it offers &
woeful contrast with the révold-
tion of 1925+« 1927 wheh the
Shanghai workers. greeted the
northern expedltlonary army with
dlsrllusmnment has spread to
ousness of the intellectuals Whose
vague radieal - sentiments are
branded ds “infantile leftism.”

MAO AND STALIN
#Chinese Stalinism is now at the

vears of vicissitudes. But the
closer it comes to power, the more
it concentrates within its own
renks all the ¢omplex and uh-
postpohable problems of the whole
nation. Today Mao Tse-tung is
capitdlizing as much as possible
upon the conflict between the
United.  States and the Soviét
Union and upon the great resent-
ment of' the Chinese people to-
wards American imperialism.
Tomorrow this' same Mao-Tse-
tufig Wwill be obliged to dedl with
foreign imperialism as his sole
savior to dlsentangle him - from
the multitudinous and.almost in-
soluble financial' and econdmie
difficulties which his coming fo

will be attracted toward phe otbit
of western imperialism more ir:

resxqtably than Tito.

4n insufrdction. The epidemic of

Peiping, penetratmg the consei- |

‘zenith of fts strength after 20|

power will eénfront Him with. He |

Stalin is aware that China i§
too big ‘and too dangerous a
bomb. for the Kremlin to play,
with, -Basing himself sn the fresh
and bitter experiences with the
Yugoslav rebel, he is now nurtur-
ihg a 1009 pro-Moscow force in
Manchuria, . General Lim Pio’s
army, the ehte of the Stalinist
drmed forces was
equipped and ‘trained in Man-
churia under the auspices of the
Kremlin. -The most significant
step -taken by Moscow was, the
appointment of Li Li-san, a die-
hard tool of the Kremlm ‘and
Mao’s old bitter enemy, to head
Manchuria. While Lim Pio’s forces
were marching on Pieping and:
Tsigntsin, a rumor circulated that

Ithe quarrel between Lim and Mao

»|had been aggravated. Although
there .was uhdoubtedly some ex-
wgg;eratxoh in the rumor, there
was glso some. modicum of truth.
HoW else explain why Liu .Shio-
tge, org‘amzer for the Central
‘Comimittee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, openly denied the
existence of any Titoist tendencies
in- hi§ party, reaffirming loyalty
to “international communism”?

it is obvious that Mao Tse-
tung is being watched by Stalin |
thirough the excellent equipped

Sperry UE Local
Votes Aid for Vet

NEW YORK — A membershlp
meeting of Sperry Local 450 of
the WE-CIO voted $200 to the
Kutclier Civil Rl,fz‘hts Commitfee
after hearing James Kutcher
describe how he was victimized
by the government because of his
 political beliefs.

nings, thanked the legless vet-
eran for coming to tell his story.
Executive board members George
Butterick - spoke on behalf of
Kutcher before making a motion
of support for his fight.
~ The only opposition expressed
was by a leading Stalinist in the
iocal who did not attack Kutcher
directly but blasted the officers
for not participating in other
civil liberties cases the Stalinists
are interested in. When asked by
Jennings whether he was for or
against the local’'s giving aid to
the Kutcher fight,” he answered,
‘I'm nen-commital.”

Seven huridred attended the
meeéting, and the overwhelming
majority votéd in -favor of the

motion.

pi‘esswn

Thls

conomlcs,

The May issue of Fourth International, monthly theoreticdl
2 magazme of American Trotskyism, presétits:

@ May Day 1949 |
A searching editorial on the status of the struggle foi' a.
world free of war and poverty — a world whete national rival-
.ries, racial and religious bigotry have been eliminated and
s the “Brotherhood of Man” has conquered mequahty and op-

. Latin America in thé Postwar Woi‘id

2 " Latin America is not, the techmcolor paradlse dlsplaye({

in Hollywood movies. It’s a vast region of poverty and bitter

: explmtatmn Louis T. Gordon cites facts and statisties Show-
: mg what happened to the wartime bubble of prospenty

‘ Revolutwnary Course of Ametican Soczety

< - A Marxist contribution to the study of American history -
by William F. Warde.
ordinary facts about the rife of American capitalism: invasion
from abroad, violent overthrow of Indian communallife, sol-
émn treaties cynically violated, genocide dehbefately practiced
— the fascinating, strife-torn panorama of American history -
~seen through the powerful lens of dialectical materialism.
The sub-headings will give you an idea of the contents: “The
struggle for the land.” “What the future holds.” “The real
‘methods of ‘bourgeois advancement.” “Social significahce of
the sssault upon the Indians.” “Three main “stages of Amer-
. .jean history.” “Where capitalist thinking ends.” “Aierica’s
. violent transitions. »” «Fear of Marxist enlightenment.”

o Croimwell and the Levelers

Tercetitenary of the English Revolution: 1649-1949. The
first of ‘two articles by G. F. Tckstein on the capitalist revo-. |

is an important article. Extra-

bloek.

The concludiig installment

istor:

of & resetionary British king cattie to roil from the chopping

@ Economic Trends in Eastern Europe
Ernest Germain assembles a mass of figures to estimate
the économic trends in .{he satellite couhtrles
stallmént in an authoritative Marxist survey. What is the
status lof the capitalist class? ¥s production reviving? Has
| inflition reached a# end? What has been the effect of nation-~
- ahigation ? How have the various écétiomic platis Worked out
is is the mosh eompiehénsive, study of the economiés of
“Fasterrt Burope we have seen in the

' @ The Meaning of Hegel

the great Russian Marxist, George Plekhanov, suminarizes the
essential difference between Hegel’s philosophy and the ma-
terialist interpretation of history.
the dlalectlc method as used by Hegel and Marx

L &

The first in-

mérieati Préss.

’

of this important essay by

A lucid presentation of

Send for a sample copy of

................
................

.................

t;] 25c Samplé Copy.

élfutmn of 300 years ago. Presents little-known: faets about the
ee}swe role of the commumst—mmded Levelers. How the head

INTERNATIONAL. Only 25¢. Fill out the coupon and mail
it today. The address is FOURTH INTERNATIONAL, 116
; Umversxtv Place, New York 3, N. Y.

I $1.25 Six months subseription.
0 $2 50 Full year.

the May issue of FOURTH

| withiit ‘the Stalinist cafiip will be

especially

The local president, Paul Jen-

army of Lim Pio and through the
alert eyes of Li Li-san. The

T'se-tung’s nationalism and Sta-
lin’s pseudo - internationalism is
only a distorted reflection of the
conflict between the interests of”
the oppressed Chinese people and
those of the Soviet bureaucracy
representated by the malignant
theory of Pan-Slavism.

INEVITABLE CONFLICTS
Atftother ineévitable conflict

produced by the ertfy of the
best proletatian elements iiitt the
Stalinist moveitient. The niore
‘brutally Mao enforces his anti-
labor policy, the deeper will be-
come the gulf between the top
buredderacy and the ,rask and
file within kis own, party in par-
tieular and betweeti the exploited
workers and his party in general:
There is plenty of evidence to
show that revolutionary tenden-
cies are sporadically but in-
cessantly rising in the “liberated”
rural areas. A lidrge namber of
Stailnist workers have been ex-
cuted with the aim of eliminating
the “specter of “Trotskyism.” The
scattered nature of rural society
bas thus far prevented this op-
position fwom f}ndmg organized
political expression. But it is
quite different in the ihdusttial
centers where the well-organized
workers will - provide a solid
framework for a revolutionary
yégrouping within the Stalinist
party and the working class as a
whole. Hrein lies the perspective
for the growth and development
of Chinese Trotskyism, the Revo-

threatening clash between Maol -

Militant Fund Still Lags
11> With 2 Weeks To Go

By Reba Aubrey ®

Campaign Manager
With only two weeks more to
go, the $7,500 Militant Fund cam-
paign is 11% behind schedule as
thi§ report goes to préess, April 26:
The national percentage was rais-
ed to 56 with payments from So-
cialist Workers Party branches
and friends totaling $1;318 for the

| week. The schedule calls for 67%

gt this ddte
10s Angelés left the zero col-
umn and hit the top in one leap.
“Enclosed is the check we proni-
iséd for out tuotd in the Militant
Fund — $600,” writes Myra Tan-
ner Weiss. “Now we can proceed
to clear up our regular obhg‘atlons
to thie National Office. Arid since
the comrédes hiere ate so ahikious
to help the N. O. with dispatch,
perhaps we. can do. that quickly
tdo:” .
Allentown likewise jumped
from the zero column to 100%.
“We wish we were able to do
.more for the Fund,” says Regina
S. : )

Akron squeezed out of the zero
column with $50 sent in by S.
Harte. “It gives us great pleasure
to enclose this sum toward our
Militant Fund quota.”

Milwaukee 3umped from 1% to
53%. A. Williams says for the
comrades of that branch: “We are
happy to enclose $76.50 our
first installment for the Militant
Fund. We hope to raise the bal-
anee and more at our May Day
Social.”

“It’s nice to be up near the top;”
comments Eloise B. of Plttsburgh
“We had assessed ourselves $5

lutionary Communist Party.

per head per employed comrade.

- (Continued from page 1)
‘Day. And there will'be no peace
intil a decision in the struggle
of world powers is secured once
dnd for all, he continues. And
what is n‘ost important is “that
the Ameérican people be left with
ne 1llus10ns [about the North
At]antlc Pact]l. We already are
committed to resist aggression by
every means, including war.”

“The trial may come” — that

is, the outbreak of world war —
“through flagrant invasion or in

any number of immediate pre-
texts. The total war of atomic
annihilation may bfeak out at
any time and its outtome for im-
perialism “will hinge on how
promptly we mobilize” for that
conflict. Therefore, America must
“be prepared to mobilize before
war has bégun.”

From here on in, Baruch states,
America must be placed on a
war-footing. M-Day—Mobilization
Day—must be every day in this
neéw and indéfinitely prolonged
cra’'of “near war.” It is the conh-
sequences this must have for the
traditional “American way of
-ife” that is the point of special
emphasis by Baruch.

He leaves no doubt as to what

the decision “to mobilize in ad-
vance, of war” will mean for the
Américan people, particulatly the
working people. “Our most fear-
tul torments,” he says, “will rise
from modern warfare’s totali-
tarian image being the hideous
opposite of our free, individual-
istic ways. To the extent that we
are compelled to mobilize, we
would have to accept the hateful
regimentations and denials whi¢h
war itself entails.”"
" Mobilization for war is to be
the regular and dominant preoc-
cupation of this country from now
on and the American people will
| have to suffer regimentation and
the loss of freedom, material
privations and sacrifice.

“Young men might have to_be
drafted while the rest of us
registered at rationing boards.
The production of automobiles,
television sets and other delights
might Hdve to be curtailed; Emits
imposed on prices, profits, wiges;
taxés heavily . intredsed and
niierous other Goverithent con-
trols instituted.”

But something stands in the
way, he sadly relates. That is
the traditional opposition of the

[ the ' dornt: of  eivil Wwai’ ior:over

Baruch Plan for Permanent
Regimentation in America

and dictatorship——even the “terh-
porary” restrictions of aetual
war. “Many of these d1sc1p1es
were resisted during the lakt
war. . . . How much’ greater will
be the temptatwn when war has
not yet broken out, to ‘wait and
see.”” Wlth ‘consummate hypo-
crisy, Baruch bewails, “How
pognant for a.democratic people
to be forced to embrace the
regiffientation they hate to pre-
serve the freedom they lovel”
How pmghant mdeet'L to embrace
dictatovrshxp . thé' niame of
démocracy! o

The great dilemma of the
American ruling class is that “n
our world there prevails an in-
exorable econtinuity between war
and peace, but our cherished
‘American way’ denies that con-
tinuity.” This “American way”
must now ‘go, alas. American im-
peridlism no longer has the
luxury of time. This is no longer
the day of Washington and
Lincoln, when “war was apart
from peace, Aierica apart from
the world; each Ar‘nerican apart
from his Government.

The collapse of capltahs’c eco-
nomy in Europe, the atomic bomib
and  “other  ocean - shrinking |
weapons,” the position of Ameri-
can capitalism as the sole remain-
ing prop of world capitalism has
meant that “we must alter our
most deeply ingrained traits. . .
Already draft boards are sitting
for the first time in advance of
war. The North Atlantic Pact is
a continuing, not temporary
alliance. These are mﬂy beginning
adjustments.”

In short, Amemcan imperialisim
is eommitted, as far in advance

of permanent war mobilization

stresses, . the American people
must now submit to a funda-
mental alteration in their way of
peacetime living. They must bé
placed under material restrictions
and regimented in their work,
their ecivil liberties, their poli-

tical activities “for the dura-
tion.” ) )

What of Truman’s promised
“Fair Deal” social reforms?

What of Roosevelt’s “four free-
doths” 7 These  are. never to be
andet capitalism, The dacision for
war hd§ beén made and the
shackles on the’ American peoplé
are being forged. That is what
Baruch — the chief policy-maker
of American imperialism — is
{elling us.

American people to regimentation

32 pages, 10c.
An analysis of the remarkabl

and Albert Parker
48 pages, 10 cents.

A study of the problems facing

116 UNVERSITY PLACE

"Pampﬁhlets You Should Have

THE COMING AMERICAN REVOLUTION by J. P. Cannon

made in American society and the working class during the last
two decades, stressing the factors that are preparing the way
for the American socialist revolution.

THE STRUGGLE FOR NEGRO EQUALITY by John Saunders

pation of the Negfo people, drawing lessons from American
history since the Civil War and from the Russian Revolution.

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

e transformation that has been

the fight for the second emanci-

NEW YORK 3 N. Y

as anyone can see, to a condition

and war. To that end, as Baruéh:

Branch
Morgantown
Séattle
Allentown
Los Angeles -
Youngstown
Toledo
Newark -
Flint e
Minneapolis - )
Baltimore
Boston
Pittsburgh
Reading
New: York
-Milwaunkee
Philadélphia
New Britain
St. Paul
New Haven
‘Worcester
Buffalo N
San Francisco-Oakland
St. Louis
Lynn
Chicago
Akron
Cleveland
Deétroit i
Rochester
. General

Total through April 26

SCOREBOARD FOR MII.ITANT FUND .

\ Quo'ta Paid  Percent
% 25 $ 30 120
50 © B0 100
25 25 1100
600 600 100
300 265 88
50 - 40 80
250 -, 190 -6
200 ~146° .13
400 " 288 72
100 65 65
150 91 61
100 v 60 60.
50 30 60
2,000 1,177 59
150 79 53
400 211/ 53
50 25 50
200 100 50
35 15 43
25 10 40 -
500 193 39
500 194 39
50 16 32
50 14 28
250 68 27
200 50 25
150 28 25
500 112 22
25 0 0
115 48 42
$7.500 $4,2’30 56

Now we hope to.begin contac‘ting
our friends. We are also counting
on raising some of our quota from
a May 1 social. If the push comes
too slow, we can always assess
ourselves ‘again, though, of course,
we prefer to-have contacts par-
ticipate in the fund raising.”

Rose of Reading sent in $13.
They “are trying to redch 100%
qu1ck »

A péynient of $27 from Fiint
 #aised that brénch to 78% of its
quota. Genora K Dollinger says,
“We're driving hard to bring it
up as high ds possible.”

Oscar C. of St. Louis sent in
$10 with a promise that “more
will follow.”

Jean P. of St. Paul mailed in
$45. “This pays us up 50% with
a couple of weeks to go, so I'm
sure we will make it.”

“T am enclosing $110 which will
boost Minneapolis’ percentage on
the ‘Scoreboard’ quite substantial-
ly,” writes Grace Carlson. “Dur-

il

ing these fund campaigns, ‘the
‘Scoreboard’ and the accompany-
ing notes is the first section of
The Militant that we read; so we
were grievously disappointed to
find that our last check came in
too late for the Aprll 18 issue.
“It is a very humiliating thing
to have the same pld percentage
two weeks in succession! Anyhow
it won’t happen again. .. We have
been very favorably surprised by
the way the pledges are being
paid. Money is tight and, most of
the pledges represent g real sac-
rifice on the part of the comrades
making them. But they seem de-
termined to do their duty by The

‘| Militant, even though it Kurts.”

Chris Andrews, an old friend
of The Militant in Los Angeles,
contributed $25 to the- Militant
Fund even though he has beén
laid off.

Cyril Z. of New York sent in

in $5.

" Preparations of the wvarlous
iceals and branches of the Seocial-
1st Workers Party to celebrate

7 May Day were - re-
flected last week in

copies from the fol-
lowing: '

New York 1,000
rextra c o pie s;
Youngstown 26; De-
troit 50; Cleveland
100; Los Angelés
1605 Allentown 500.

EE

Loutige Leslle, Literature Agent
ior Oakland, writes that 61 Mili-
'tants were sold during the elec-
tien campaign for Filomena Goel=
man and hundreds distributed
with “an introductory leaflet at-
tached.” Comrade Leslie believes
that’ “the stage is set for very
good sales of literature in the
near future.. This week We will
make our first attempt in a long
fime at getting the Fourth In-
ternational and Militant on news-
gtands in the ates shrroufidihg
the U’mvefslty 6f Cahfdmla
campus in Berkeley. From this
aﬁ%empt e &xplct to gath n préat

very difficult to pass up dur ‘new
look’ FI -ahd Militant if they are
in an 4dcecessible spot.” '

‘Boston’s Literature Ageéent,
Rena Breschi, reports that a
cubseription eampaign is getting
under way there. First returns
were five renewals.

S. Gotden, Literature Ag‘eni
for Lynn, Mass.,, sent in thrée
renewals as the openihg salvo in
their sub campaign. “We-find that
we_ get a pretty good reception
as far as repeats are concerned,”
he says. “Our prize sub-getter,
Comrade Franklin, batted 100%
for the week and reported to the
branch that each edition is
eagerly awaited by  the sub
holders:. Renewals on the whole
ran about 509 whieh we consider
pretty good. The big stumbling
block is mew subs.”

Comrades in other areas also
report that it requires far more

First 50 Get Them

We have just received 50
"bound copies of the 1948 Mili-
tant from the bindery. The
first 50 to send in their orders
get this limited edition. Ad-
ditional c¢opies may not be
available for some months.

A compléete banmer year of
The Militant i durable book
form for handy reference! ¢

Only’ $4.50, postage prepaid.

‘The Militant

orders for extra

many new peadérs ag it will be

{ Sat; Mdy Tth

time and effort to get mew sub-
seriptions than a year of two ago.
James W. Connery of Kewanee,
11, for instance, writgs: “Am
trying all the time, but the people
are afraid that everything is
going down. The boiler works are
on four days and the employers
are laying off quite a few, so it is
hard to talk them into getting

without. Will do all T can.”

waitkee, sending in some new
subs and renewals, writes: “There
is increasing difficulty in gettihg
renewals, They usually wmean
several .calls. Workers are an-
ticipating layoffs. They are liv-
ing' from pay check to pay check
and don’t have the money to“lay
out immediately. Veterans living
in cheaply constructed temporary
housing are paying high rents
and installments on furniture.
Their budgets are tight as it is.
With rumors of lay-offs in the
shops they can only think of the
intagler- unemploythetit ‘¢ Hecks
&head -— hot sufficlent to pay the
yent, furniture installments and
ool bills, Subs under thése con-
ditions mean vedl iftetest il The
Militant.”

Increased diffieulty in getting
subs is 4 sign of the times. Many

ing lay-offs is 'to cut down on
every possible expense. It requires
patience and persistence to con-
vinee such subseribers that they
edn play & role as IHd]\’ldUEIS in
fighting mass lay-offs. At a later
stage of the economic cycle work-

that tell them the truth about
conditions, give a basic explana-
tion of the evils of capitalism and
poitt the road out. The subscrip-
tidns come more easily.
Mesanwhils, it’s a question of
fortitude ard hard work. As
Pitsburgl’s live - wire - Literature
Agent, Gerty Woolf, told us the
other day when he visited -our
otfice: “If you put the time in,
youi thake the sales 4nd get the
stbs.”

We should add  that wmany
branches experiencing difficulties
getting subg have by way of
cotiipensation found it relatively
eiisy to sell single copies of The
Mllltant Have you trled th15‘7

DETROIT

Celebrate May Day
SPRING DANCE
* FLOOR SHOW 11 P.M.

-—Refreshments—-—
8:30 P M.

‘ Donation 50 Cents
| 6108 Linwdod Avenue

116 Universtiy Place

$10 and John McB. of Seattle sent

anything they can get along,

Literature Agent G. H. of Mil-

workers’ first reactlon to threaten- ‘

ers begin to seek out publications -

)
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Subsoriptions: $2 per year;
81 for 6 months. Foreign:
$3.50 per yr; $2 for 6 mos.

“‘Entered as second class
matter Mar.-7,’ 1944 at the
Post Office at New . York,
N. Y. under the act of Mar,"
8, 1879."

116 University Pl.,
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TROTSKY “

“Wlth the preseiit level of technology and skill of the Wo‘rk
efs, it iy quite possible to créate adegilate cotiditions for thé
fiaterial and spifitudl developmeiit of all maikind. -1t woild
be necessary only to organize the economic life within each
tountry and over olr entire planet correctly; scientifically, atid
rati(mally, accofding to & general plan. So.long, howevet, as
the ittain prodictive foréés of society are held by triists, i.e.;
isolatéd capitalist chques, afd so long as the hatiohal state
remains a pliant tool in the haiids of these cliques, the strug-’
gle for markets, for sources of raw materials, for domination
of the world must inevitably assume a more and more de-
stiuetive character.”

- vLéon Trotsky, 1940

LENIN '

‘The Trumanites Retreat Once More
No sooner did the House begin debate on
the Truman-sponsored Lesinski bill to repeal

the Taft-Hartley Act than the administra-

tion forces began to -back-peddle and issue
reports of their willingness to make major
concessions to the Taft-Hartleyites.
* . The April 27 N. Y. Times lists four com-
promise proposals the Truman Democrats
are preparing to offer in return for majority-
vote on a bill bearing the a‘dmin‘istration’s

label. These are:
emergency strikes,”
visiohs for use of injunctions;
of the yellow-dog

stronger curbs. on

“national

presumably specific pro-

continuation .

“non-communist”

fidavits; continued limitations on closed shop

agreements;

the filing of union financial reports.

Each' one of these proposdls would main-
‘tain, undet the new label of the Lesinski bill,
a basic anti-union policy of the Taft-Hartley

-~ Act. Together they would corstitute ‘a, virtual
restoration of the main provisions of the

Slave Labor Law.

and continued requirements. for

Even as it now stands, the Lesinski bill is

a far cry from Truman’s ele¢tion promise of

unconditional repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act.
It would replace the Taft-Hartley law with
the Wagner Act so amended assto retain in
principle the main premise of the Taft
intervention
against the unions in strikes and prohibition

Hartley Act

govern ment

af-

of certain types of strikes. At the same tlme
Truman has declared his “inherent powers,”
without legislation, to use mJunctlons against
strikes and Secretary of Labor Tobin Has
proposed a separate law to retain ‘the yellow-
dog oaths. -

Certain it is, as The Militant. prédicted

many weeks ago, the Truman Deiocrats aie
going toput up no real fight against Taft-
Hartleyism. "lhey already have the white
flag unfurled,” ready to run’ up to the .top
of the pole.

And once more the union leadkts glve every

_ indication of going along with the Trumanite

betrayal of a key election promise, -of
minimizing and justifying the conduct of the

‘administration. Once more, behind a verbal

bartage aimed exclusively at the Republicans

tand Southern Democrats, they' are shleldmg

Truman and his political machine.

The unholy alliance between tHe top union
Bureaucrats and the Truman wing of the
Democrats in the fitst fotif months of the
8Ist Congress has already led to retreats on

civil rights and rent controk. Dependence on’

Trumian and his lieuténants will only lead to.
further debacles on labor legislation, health
insurance and housing. Labor, as always, can
depend only of its owri ifidependerit strength,
mobilized in united action, to winh its
dematids. Y

" Guilt by Association”

The casé of the Rev. Dr. John Howard
Melish, whose dismissal as rector of Holy

“Trinity Protestant Episcopal

Church

in

Brooklyn Heights was upheld last week by

WNQW.

‘involves one of the most vital issues of civil
rights confronting the American people.

Dr. Melish was charged only with “guilt

by association.”

After holding the pulpit in

his chufch for more than 40 years) the 74-
year-old pastor was dismissed by Bishop
James Pernette De Wolfe solely on the,
grounds that Dr. Melish’s son, who hdd been
his assistant for 10 years, engaged in “out-

side " activities” deemed too
minority of the congregation,
some of the more wealthy.

“radical”

by a

particularly

The judge who upheld the Bishop’s order
~of dismissal, however, granted a ten-day stay
of exécution so that the contending parties
might try to arrive at an agreement. The
agreement offered the aged minister was that
he could continue his pastorate — if he would

" get his son to resign and-remove himself and -

his family from the rectory where they live

with Dr. Melish.

With commendable principle,
- indignantly -rejected this proposition

Dr.

Melish
and

chose rather to sit in the pews last Sunday.
He issued a ringing statement in défense of
“fteedom of the pulpit, and freedom of con-

science and speech.”
continue the fight for °

He declared He -would
‘the basic principles

of democtacy” by appeal to higher courts.

The N.Y. NAACP

Last, week’s Militant reported the fact that

the New York branch of the NAACP had
unanimously adopted a resolution calling
on the NAACP annual conference in Los
" Angeles in July to demand a special session
of Congress this summer to act on all civil

rights bills
adjourns..

not

enacted when Congress

In our- opinion this was a wise move,
meriting the support of all labor and Negro
organizations seriously concerned with civil

rights.

It puts Truman on the spot;
special session he will not have the alibi about *

in a

the pressure of other important business to

“explain” the administration’s capitulation to.
and if he rejects

thé Southern Democrats;

the proposal, it will expose His hypocrisy on
civil rights even more glaringly than did his
do-nothing behaviour during the filibuster
debate. Cleatly enough, the struggle for civil
rights legislation has everything to gain and
nothing to lose from a special session called

specifically for this purpose.

Equally important was thé second half of

the New York resolution,

requestino

the

NAACP to take the lead ih convening

upited Negro and labor cotiference, represent-
g Negro and labor orgamzahons in all parts
of the country, to meet in Washington simul-
taﬁeously, with the special session of Con-

York. Supreme. Cour,l;»mlggmmnbw

\

Some may ask what concern .it is of the
general public if a minister of a church, a
private orgdnization, js dismissed for any
reason by a higher authority of that organ-

}1[4‘[1011. We answer that this act has «glven‘_
aid and comfort to the powerful forces in

public life who areé attempting to make “guilt
by association” part of the law of the land.

Dr. Melish’s dismissal is no isolated affair.
It is a direct expression inside an influential
church body of the preserit witch-hunt agaihst
all who speak out for peace or refuse to con-
form to the political dictates of the ruling
party. It gives sanctiofi to a practice —
“guilt by association” — that the enemies
of free speech and press, of all civil rights,
have introduced, in the government “loyalty”
purge. j

Every dictatotial government uses "guiit
by association.” The totalitarians victimize
even persons” who are said to have mere
acquaintance - with -“‘subversives” or whose
relatives are “alleged to be “subversive.” In
the current government “loyalty” purge, cne
federal worker was fired because a relative
of his was rumored fo have associated with

.someone rumored to be a “communist.”

When such practices become so pervasive
as to infect even a traditionally liberal
Protestant church, it is time for 41l defenders
of civil liberties to take alarm — and to act.
And to act, in the case of Dr. Melish, means
to give him full public support for his
courageous and honorable stand.

Resolution

“gress and to press for the passage. of ‘the

civil rights bills.”

The New York NAACP ev1dently re-
coghizes that a special session of Coigtess.
will not mean much by itself unless it is
accompanied by pressuie going far beyond

the kind which was relied on by the Negro’

organizations during the recent filibuster
debate and that is now being relied og by
the labot leadets in theit efforts to repeal
the Taft-Hartley Act. The traditional Iobby-
ing methods — buttonholing congressmen or
sending them letters — have pr0ved utterly

inadequate.

What is necessaty now is the mobilization
of mass pressure to convince the members of
Congress that the people will not stand for.
any more monkey-business from the capital-
ist parties which less than a year ‘ago pledged
to pass civil rights measutes. A united labor
and Negro conference, attended By rank and
file delegates determined to get action in
Washington, is certainly a good and efficient

way of exerting such pressure.

Most of the unions and all of the Negro
otganizations are on record for the passage
of civil rights bills this year. None of them
can have a valid reason for not supporting
the New York NAACP posmon fully and
‘actwely
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By Harry Braverman

Popular “attention is becoming
increasingly focised on the hitter
‘dehate ‘over the system of médical
payment in the United Statés:
/"On  orie side, popular indigha-
tion and the feeling of many in-
dividual doctors ig ‘on-the rise

.| against the present profit system

in medicine:

On the othér side; the top five
percent of the medical profession
constituting the ruling clique of
the American Medical Associa-
tion, togethef with their power-
ful friénds — the industrialists
and findneiers of the nation—have
mobilized to keep the doctor and
his' patient divided by the al-
mighty dollar

The chief subject of discussion
in recent days has been the health
insurance plan proposed by Oscar
Ewing who is the Federal Security
Administrator. This plan provides
for a system of medical insurance.
Payments would be made on the
payroll deduction plan by work-

|ers and employers. People could

chose their own doctor or, dentist,
receive treatment; and the doctor
would then send his; bill for pay-
mént to the common instrance
fund provided by the taxes. B
A hue and ery has been raised.|:
against this. health insutatice
plan on the grotind that it is &
plan for socialized or nativonalized
inedicihe. This is not true at all.
Secializéd niedicitie; svitiéthing

| éitirély difféfetit; means the com-

piete  dbolition of the profit
systeni in niedicing and the biild-
it of 4 medical structure sikdilar
to 4 fret schodl gysteii or
jiost offits. All dectors, dentists,
diitses, hospital attendants, etel,
work ds sdlaried eniployees of
thé goverhetit and iedical care
i& frée to all who require it.

The_ Trumati - sponsored plah
does not at all abolish the medicdl

Socialized Medicine--

profession on a salaried basis.
All that it does is spread the
payments in an insurance fashion.
As' the Federal Security Ad-
mitistrator himself has said,
“the proposed bill is no more
Soelalistic than fire iisurance.”

However, thé plain insurance
function of the Truman Ad-
miinistration plan does not pre-
vent its critics fromn shotting
that thrs is the next step before
Socialism. The top hierarchy of
the Medical Association fought
Workmen’s Compensation Laws
when they were adopted. Nt
fought and. still fights cooperative
lfbspltalsmﬁd tooperitive medi:
cine even in  rural communitied
twhere -doctors could not be pro:
vided, in any other way. The
American Medical Association
fought even the plans ; fot
voluntary health insurance, such
as. Blue Cross Insurance, wheh

they were first organized. It is}
organizel |

not sarprising that
medicine fights National Health
fhsurance as well. ‘

The: opposition tothe health

ipsurance plan is cledr evidence

of the eontrolling hand behintd
{he American Medieal Associa-
tion. Under a systeth of Health
ingtirance, the intome of the
dverage dectorr with average
patients tends.to rise. Not only
is the health cdre of the patient
insiured but the incomie of the
doctor ds well, This, has beeh
the universal experierce of na-
{isns operating a hedlth in-
stirafice plan;

On the other haﬁd thie income
of the swedlthy practitioners and
specialists who fatten on ex-
otbitant fees tends to .decline.
These top income physicians re
present in the Umted States
about five percent of the medical
professioti. This .top layer con-
trols the orgénized medical pro-;
fession and uses that control ih

fee system and place the medicdl

The  Socialist Workers Party
has eiitéred the debate over the

| systetit of medicdl payment as a

propoiieiit of socialized medicihe:
We ifitervéne rot in orded to] S
digcuss thie seéfeiitifie, the medieal
etid of the médical prbfessxon but

‘in order to discuss the business

énd: the method of payment for

‘medlcal services. We do not rush

m to criticize medwal science:
This field has advanced a long
distance since the life time of
Hippocrates, the ancient Gréek
healer. But; the econemics of the
medical industty are in a Hip-
pocratic—even a pre- Hlppocratlc
state!

Lét i§ retall that over one-
third of all tHose é&xamined for
the armeéd forces tihder the opera-
tion of the Selective Service
Act during the last war, were
rejected for serious physical
defécts. And, this was in the
agie group that is considered to

be the healthiest in the nation.

Needless death is rampant in
the United States. All authorities

| testify that tens of thousands of

deaths from pneumonia, tuber-
culosis, heart diseases and cancer
are preventable and that the
death rate from these killers is.
fantastic in view.of modern dis-
coveries in the figlds of preven-
tion, detection and treatment of
diseases. While the methods, are
known, for some reason they
have not been applied on a mass
scale. That is what I mean wheh
I say that the economics of
medicine is in the quack stage.

The prevailing system of medi-
c¢al payment in the United States
is the fee system, under which
medical care is a profit business
and the doctor a busihess man.
Can everyone afford . medical
care under this systém? Not at
all!

Government figures show, that
the cost of adeqdate medi€dl €dre
i§ Beyund the reack of ovér Ralf
the families of the Utiiteéd Stdtes!
The full benefits of the best
quality fiiedital dnd pharma-
ceutical care can be purchased

‘million people

at present by only aBou’t twenty

Every deecent-mitided person is
siek to dedth of being told today
that there is not.enough morey
to support this or that prograrm
intended for human welfare.
Money is always found; borrow-
ed, squeezed out of the petple
by oppressive taxatioh, when it
18 necésary to destroy people by
the millions in gigantic world
slaughters. What a commentary
on the capitdlist system that all
the money spent on/ medical
research in one entire year would
pay for only eight hours and
twenty minutes of the last world
war! G

There is a great deal of
discussion going on about this
proposal for socialized medicine.
As usual, the big business-con-
trolled press features the propa-
ganda of thosé who are the least
in their motives: Abuse

‘against socialized. imedicine is to:

its own interdst.

Shocking Facts About Medical Care

p(*rcent of the population. Even
the "American Medical Associa-
tion adniits’ that ninety-seven
in the United
States, that is to say almost three
quarters of the population, need
help in the payment of medical
hills.

Medical care is today a heCESSIty
that is sold at luxury prices. In
ong state of the Union, ap-
proximately - one-third ‘of the

people go without consulting thel
doctor, even on their d ath-bed.),

The death certificate is 'marked
“no medical attendant” ahd the
cause of death “unknown.”
~What alternative is there to
the present profit system ifi the
business of miedicine? ThHe So-
cialist Workers Party Dbelieves
that the system of production for
proéfit will in the future be ré-
pldeed in évetry field by a system
of production for use. The medical
profeSSwﬁ i not exempt.” The
rdedical profession is ag a matter
of fact, least of all exempt.

A system of socialized medicine
would be comparable in this
countty to the systeh of free
publie edueation. Supported out
of the general government funds,
it would make medical and dentdl
care free to-all who need it.

The ecost would be not at all
prohibitive. The cost of such &
tiedical systeim as o4 mafter of

faet woilld be +idiculously low ih

comparison to the value of the
system. At the present timie, if
the government of the United

Stites were to assume responsi-
blllty for the wlole doctor bill
of the cottitry, thig would ddd
only about four billion dollars tb
the federal buglget. Compére this
with thie fantastic suiis of the
military appropriations.

It the present medical pay-
ments of the fich and well-to-db
were paid into the government
funds it the form of taxes, it
would take very little additional
taxation—which could and should
tié levied on the rich industrial
torporatiotis==to support a full
ahd adéguate programi of free,
universal medical care.

‘Sacred” Doctor-Patient Relationship

be seen dand heard everywheré,
paid for by “the top income
brackets of the medieal professioh
and by the big business interests:
All the ancient dnd tattered drgu-
ments are laid out in the propa-
panda of the professional tag
pickers of journialisih and the
lecture hall.

WHhat are the argudients tsed
in the propaganda dfive against
frée socialized wmedicing?

“Socialized medicine,” it is
said, “would destroy the sacrei
doctor-patient relationship.” Lét
us see.

The chief deféet of the present
relationiship bétween the doctor
and his patient is the doctor bill,
which is a. catastrophe to the
average budgét and a eonstant
source of Worry to the physician

a4 wholesome relation between a

A

doctor and: patient. -

begins his career with debts on

‘War, over half of all Ameéfican

‘head expense, he has difficilty .in

‘be

himself. That is what destroys|

Each and every patient who
walks into a doctor’s office ve-
presetits to hith not only an ill
nwian or wothan but also a figtire
in dollars and cents. The poor
man imust fail to get adequate
care, while the pocketbook of the
better-off patient is often more
closely investigated than other
parts “of ‘his anatomy.

This is the testimony of doc-
tors themselves. ‘As an examp
I want to read from the wmtmgs
of a doctor this brief comment
about the human appendix:

“The appendix; an inert organ
usually soihé three inches long,
ihree quarters of an inch in
tiaméter, and attached to the
lgige bowel, 'is . of eourse an
‘evolutionary hangovet’ with no
kiowh  phlivsical funection. There
1§ ftothing in the books, hiowever;
to iidiedte that nature left the

rial source of income for the
opératiori-minded ' giirg@on, Yét;
under a system of surgery fﬁf
profit thdt would too eften seent
to be the dppendit’s ecotiomic
function.”

It is of course mnecéssary for
every sufferer from abdominal
pains to consult a. doctor at once
and to follow his advice. We
laymen have no other recourse.
But, under the present system of
medical care, the number of un-
necessary operations or expensive
treatments ' must be enormous.
Thére is a powerful economic
impulsion to decide in favor of
operation in doubtful or even
¢learly non-operative cases. .

This I must repeat, is not my
péetsotial opihion or staténient, it
is the cohclusion of recognized
medical authorities who have

appendix behind to be a peren-

~In most cases, the family doc-
tor has the confidence of his
patienit. How often does the
ohysieian abuse this confidence
and make of the sacred doctor-
patient relationship a confidence
game? We have no  way of know-
1n0'

Under the preﬁent system of
so-called “medical ethies” 1o |
goctor will say. Only a few
couragetus fighters Have isde
themselves outcasts in the official
medical profession by blowing
the lid off.

I say we have no way of know-
ing exactly what the stdtistics
are: Buf, we do know that the
most powerful economice tempta-
tions beset the doctor in his
unequal bargaining, contest with
the medically ignorant patient.
There can be no question of
blaming the individual physician
iri this matter. Under the present
sytem; the young medical man

a medital education which may
rufi to sixteen thousand dollars;
with debts on His offite and
technicdl equipment; with years
of 168t eéarning power behind him
which itiay #lse hang around his
tieck in the form of debts. He
eitets a fiefcely Coftipetitive
feid.

The medical systemi miist be
blamed for what he may do to
guarantee his income. As long as
the doctor is half businéss mari,
half healer, the dbuses will coii-
tmue Free hlm ﬁ'om hlS Jcwo-
scientist with an assured ‘ade-
quate income and this problem
is solved.

Another argument used to,
repel the advance of socialized
medicine is the cry that the

Individual Physioian Not to Blame

‘proceed to éxercisé ouf preeious

| 1 do not see why the average idn

studied the matter.

choice of doctors.” This has 4
bitter rihg in the edis of the
families with  incomes below
twelve-hundred dollars per year
among whom half of all disease
gtrikes in this  country. What
choice of phys1c13n have they?
What choice do the charity wards:
give them?

This cry about free choice of
physician is the most false, fan-
tastie; séntimentalizéd piece of
quackery in the history of the
medical profession.

Assuming for example that I
do ‘have the. money to seek the
attendance of a physmlan for
every illness, why should 1 even
want the free chioice of a
physician? Which of us is com-
petent to select from among the
many medical specialties, fields)|
of experience and practice, the
one particular doctor who is the
most suitable for our case?

Can we investigate -thé educa-
tional background, experience
rééord of treatment of every
physician in our c¢ity when we;

right of free choice? Or, is the
choice of a doctor a haph&?ard
hit-and-miss affair dominated by
friendship, convenienee, size of
tee, professional tadntier, 48 so
forth ? ‘
All the palaver about free
¢hoice of plysician is not at all
impressive when it is atialyzed.

should not . be readv to, trade
away this dubious rlght for the
more valuable privilege of havihg

medical board of a cooperative or
state-owned hospital Which has
no financial-interest in him and
which can chose for him con-
<c1entmusly ofi the: basis of hiy

patient .would . ‘lose his “free

Let s now consider the effect
dpon the physician of a system
of Sociglized medicine. I have
dlready dischssed the harassed
and financislly urtenable situa-
tibn of the young practitioneér.
This finareial inseturity -stays
with the doctor throughout his
ehtire career as it doés indeed
with all smigll businessmeti.

In 1929, the boom year of
American prosperlty before the

doctors earned two-thousand five-
hundted doilars per year or less.

The doctor is expected to do 4
gréat dedl of charity work; he
is c¢ongilted by many people in
time of crisis who cannot stop
to think of their ability to pay.
e hinmiself eanfot, odt of tom-
nion hfiidnity, refise tredtivent,
wlthough this 18 not dlways triie;
particaldrly ih th€ tdsé of .cofit-
meéreial houspitals; (Big business
is notoriously more hard-hearted
than small.)

The doctor has a runnirg over-

collecting bills, he hag & eonistant
ﬁnanc1a] problem This may not
tige for the Park Avents
gpecialist whose patients are
wealthy and who dépends upon
his lawyer or collection agency to
handle his finaneial worries, bt
it is true of the average practi-
tioner.

Doetors today may find "them-
selves better off financially. This
is. a tesult of the shortage of
medical care. The relation of sup-
ply to demand favors the seller—
in this case the doctor who is
the producer of medical care.

But; can any ntedicdl niarn
defénid with d elear Ectisciencd;
a gystem of faedicdl cace which
iHiives upont 4 shortage of pood
héalth and over-supply of illhess
in relation to supply of meﬂiéal

care for that illness?- =

The medical profession 4t
present operdtes ihsofar as its
ecotoiies is eBhcerned apon the
pasis of this rule. '

There atre fewer thah -eighity
medical _schools "ii the United
States, and thie nimber of stu-
dents' graduated ‘from them i

At Expense of the Nation’s Health

restricted by the orgamzed medi- |

needs and medical case history.

only about ﬁve thouvand six
bundred edical students
graduated each year. About four
thousand of these dre needed to
replace doctors who die or retire.
"The net gain barely keeps up with
the population growth; leaving
the shottage as atute as ever.
THe situation as regards dehtists
is even worse.

We must remeimber- that the/
present fdairly high ineomé lével
of - the medical and déntsl pro-
fésgion . can be maintained only
$o long as the préesent shortage
of medical care cofitiniies. Thus;
utider our present profit sy§tem
of medicd]l care, the welfare of
the doetor is at the expehse of

{in this country.

his doctor chosen for him by the | it

are |

the hedlth of the na’monY No otie

can refute this fact. The onl
possible way to altet it is
soéialize meédielne in the ha
of the public.

Sotialized itiédicine woild ope
up gredat new dvénues of medie:
Progreds. Consider, for exa
the grest pwahﬂitxes of preve
tive fiiedititis, .

hit is préventive medi
It is that branch of the ‘e
art which concentrates on ;
prevention, rather than the cu
of disease. .

At the present time, only .
percent of the medical dollar
spent for = prevention. Aboiur
ninety-eight percent is. spent
treatment.

Usually by the tlme a doc
first gets a look at your illne
it iy far beyond ‘the initial sta
It is rather well established
the - organism: It Has alread
inflicted injury. Seriously
patients bring to the doetor-
difficult, if not incurdble malads
This i§ particulaily true in -
case of cahcer, heart dise
tuberculosis: the great killers
mankind. .

Preventlve medicine presup
poses physical check-ups on
monthly or even - sémi-monthl
hasis. Under the present medi
system, it is hardly even possi
fot the averdge working rhan
pay for adequate care when h
is siek, let alone expett him tp
go to the doctor for éxdaminati
wheri he is perfectly healthy.

Everything to Gai

Only sdeialized’ medicine
bring into existénce the chdin o
ftee clinies,  hospitals, X <Ra
cefitérs and  c¢ancer : detectio
stations that will preveit
hiiidreds of thousands of reed
less deathis; and ruiited; maith
ahd crippléd bodies evéry y

Such a systeém of preve“
medicine can genuinely * desti
disease, and lengthen the averag
life expectancy of mankind to th
full century which is its ‘du

The final most frighteried cr
of the opponents of sociali
medic¢ine is this: that socializ
niedicing will: lead inevitably ‘to
Socidlism. But, how can this:
if Soelslized medicing has all
faults, defeets, iheffitiencies,
bureaucratic ~buiiglihg and
tape attribtited to it, by it
potients?  If they are
gocialized ‘médicine would ‘ra

More people would then be ﬁrmly
gotivinced anti - Socialists than
ever before. 5
But the truth is that- the:
busitiess opponents of “sociali
medicine are hostile to it not b
tause of its pogsible failures bug
Becati§e of its great and féé;f ;
Hombtistrated Siperiority
the present profit sttem
medicine,

They feai that the great m ss,
of the people will reaseii: “If we
can get adequate medical tai
the elimination of the pr
motive and the socialization
medicine; why should we not
guarahtee ourselves adequate p1:
duetion of all necessities and even
tuxuriés of life by soclahzmg
of basie industries?” :

The gireat mass of people h
nothifig to Tedr and- ev
to gain from Socialism Socializ
nigdicine in eonjimetion With s
eiatized ifidustry is thée only ¥
to the elimination of pover’cy, ’
the ohly puardiitee to- mdhk
of 1ong, happy atid healthy ;
of life. ‘

every afternoon 1 to 4 p. m, Meetings
Sunddy 2 p. m. : ¢
BALTIMORE — 1131 &. Baltiiiore St.
:8rd floor, front. Phone WOIlfe 9321M.
Opsri Bily 59 pui  MILITANT and
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL on sale.

BOSTON —Workerg Edusational Genter,
30 Stuafit St., open Moh. 51 130-9:00 p.m.,
Wed: 7-10 p.m.

BUFFALO—Militant Forunny, 629 Main
St., 2nd fl. Phone MAdisén 3960, Evéry
afternoon except Sun.

(‘HICAGO——IGG W. Washmgton Blvd.
Rm 312 314 Dally exbépt Sun

CLEVELAND — Pécks Ha,ll 1446, B.

Public Fofum, 1st SuH:, § p.m:

DiFROIT-—8108 Linwood Avé. Phone
TY 7-6267, Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p.m.

INT—%ucxalist Workers Party Hall,
215 Bast Ninth Stréet. Phone: 2-2498.
Open House Saturday evenings.

Room 325, 124 W. 6th St. Phohe VAndyke
8061.

SAN I’EDRO——MiIitant. 1008 S. Pacific
Room 214. |

LYNN, (Mass.)—Militant Publ. - Assn,,
44 Central Ave., office 6pén Tues wéd.
7:30-9:30 p.m.

MILWAUKEE—917 N, 3rd Sf #d fi,
Sun, through Fri., 7:36:9:30 b, Phome
Hopkms 2-5337.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 So. 4iH St.. Plioné
‘Main 7781, Daily except Sun., 10 &.m.-
6 p.m. Library, bookstore.

NEW BRITAIN, (Conn.) — For infor-

eal professmn The resul’o is” that

“thatioh Writ§' P. D. Box No 659 or
phonb 3-3287. . . 2 R i)

Visit your loeal hicadguaiteis of the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

ARKRON — 4 56. Howara St., 2na . |

11:30 to |

gond St. (off Wade Pk. Ave) Mon{hlyé

108 ANGELES—MII!Eant Publ, Assh., |

NEW HAVEN-—For !nfurmation
phone 7-8780.

NEWARK-=453 Sprinsfield Ave; Phone
Bigéisw 9-2574." Reading room - (
daily, 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.

NEMWW VORK Oify (. )—118 iJn
_sity Place. Phone GR 5- 814

HARLEM 103 W. 110 St., T, 23,
Phone MO 2-1886. Opeii: discns:
Friday, 8 p.m. Ve

BRONX —Hurity Point Palace,
Southern Blvd; Room! 25. Fve
night at §:30 p. fn

BROOKLYN—635 Fiittoh 8t
§T 8-7433.

eiﬁsi,schL—wo W, 23rd ét
Als 5-2488

DABLAND (Cdly — 1d08 Wébst

PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05
Ave:, 2rd i1, Phohe Stevensh
Open daily. Forum; ¥Fri, 8 p.imi

PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave L
Forums 2nd Fri. each month.
“tlass 4 p.m. evety Sat. Mééﬁrri&s
Thurs:, 7:30 p.m.

SAN FRANCISE0-173) Filifor
4th f1; Phone FI 6-0410. Da}ly
Stin,, 12-4:30 p.m.

SEATTLE—Maynard Bldg,,, s
R. 201, So. &Washington Tel,
Mon. through Sat., 12-5 pom
meeting Fri, 8 p.i. TABEry; 6o

ST, LOUIS--Tetférkon and Tt
Ave., Utited Hally; Hall, No. 8i
Forums., Thurs., 7:30-10 p.m.:

. TOLEDO -~ Monthly open
Third Thurs; 8 p.m.,, Kapps ‘H
Swihiit, Room 8: :

WORCESTEH, uvmss) bz
tion: write, P:0. Box 554, Wi
YOUNGS’]:OWN — 234 B, Fede

Phdtie 3*4355 Wed Frl o 8
& Dxmx : : ?
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Practlcally all capitalist politicians looking for

_popular support try their hand at the “trust bust-

ing” game. They recall the days when capitalism

was young, and competition was its way of life.

: kThey see, quite correctly, that capitalist democ-

Tacy belongs to the era of competition, and that

‘monopoly puts a political straitjacket as well as

n economic squeeze on the people. But the b1g

tick they wave so threateningly at the trusts, is

only soft foam rubber.

ake Senator O’Mahoney of Wyoming, and his

icle in the Apml Reader’s Digest. “Is Blg Busi-

ness Too Big?” is the title. His answer is ‘“‘yes.”

.. He tells what happened to the dime pack of

. cigarettes, killed by the tobacco trust, and gives

~some history. “At the turn of the century,” he

ays, the tobacco industry was “highly competi-

e. Soon, by merger and consolidation, the big

fellows got big enough to swallow up or squeeze -
out the little fellows. They so completely con-

rolled and monopolized the market that, in 1911,
he ‘Tobacco ‘Trust’ was dissolved as a result of
federal action.”

If government trust-bustmg was real, that
‘should have fixed up the &ituation. But what hap-.
pened?

"~ “By 1940, however, the Big ‘Three had become
o big that each of these companies, by itself,

was larger than the Tobacco Trust had been.

gain the U. S. government brought suit for
onopolistic practices. . . but this did not stop
he Big Three’s growth.”

~ Some independent enterprisers started to put
- 'out their cheaper cigarettes, and won 25% of the
"market. The monopolists cut prices on their own
- Dbrands to below cost, bankrupted their competi-
ors, then promptly raised prices to the original
evels — and higher. Let O’Mahongy continue:

Tlle Q’l‘rust-Bustlng’ Fraud |

By Ruth Johnson

‘“When the "Government’s suit was brought in
1940, the Big Three did less than 68% of the coun-
trys cigarette business. By 1948 they were do-
ing 86%.”

He says that this is no exception. “Three milling
corporatlons produce 38% of -all flour consumed
in the United States; three meat-packing com-
panies produce 43% of all processed meat; three
dairy companies produce 44% of all condensed
and evaporated milk and 63‘% of all cheese,” and
son on.

“In heavy industries, Big Business seems to
have taken over even more completely. Three
corporations in each of the following fields pro-
duce from 66% ‘to 91% of the total output: chem-
icals, window glass, farm tractors, rubber tires,
copper, tin cans, ‘passenger automobiles, primary
aluminum.”

0’Mahoney doesn’t explain why the trust-bust-
ing failed to halt their growth. He can’t, because
to do so he would have to admit that monopoly;
is the purpose and the natural outcome of capital-
ist competition; and that the government serves
the capitalists, not the masses of people robbed
by monopolies.

Unable to take that leap, he falls flat on his
face, begs for just a ‘“constitution” to govern
business practices, and denies that he meant what
he said before.

“The extension and strengthenmg of economic
democracy,” he concludes, “does not mean that
the modern industrial organization should be
scrapped or Big Business atomized. . . But eco=

" nomie democracy requires business that is more

responsive  to ' the soc1a1 and economic needs

of the people.”
That’s like asking a man-hungry tiger to chew
his victim more sensitively.

| Semators Go

During the debate last week in the Senate o

w small they could make the housing prograr&
thout losing too many votes come next election,
a recess was called to permit four Senators to go
“slumming” in an area four blocks -from the

It seems that among the little alley-ways within
Smelling distance of Capitol Hill and the Senate
ffice building human beings are living, as many
-.as ten to a.12-foot-square room, in what are as
‘erowded and squalid slums as can be found in
“the United States.

How the Senators failed to mnotice this before,
particularly when the wind was in the right di-
rection, remains a mystery. Possibly, the political
or in Washington ‘sort of desensitized sena-
orial organs of smell to lesser stenches.

One of the Senators said fojlowing the tour —
uick tour” the papers all wrote — that “I had
“to . scrub myself afterwards.,” The poor people,
ostly Negroes but some whites, who are forced
0 live in these alley slums, have a hard time do-
ing even that. Most of the dwellings in Shott’s
Alley, “Pleasant Court” and other places visited
by the Senators-have no running water and only
outside toilets. They took a. hasty gander into one
house where 13 people are forced to sleep in three

ds in two rooms, lighted only by an oil lamp,

By Joseph Keller.

A=Slumming

heated by-a coal stove in the kitchen and with,

toilet and running water out in the back yard,
which was heaped with rubbish and garbage.
Seems the D. C. garbage and rubbish collection
hardly ever gets around to the alleyways where
the poor live. . )

Now, these Washington slums aren’t really
news, except maybe to Senators, or maybe only
when Senators decide to take a little jaunt four
blocks . away and get themselves photographed
sniffing into garbage heaps. There have been
all kinds of reports over the years descrlbmg
these slums.

Still the Senatorial slumming party returned
with their noses wrinkled, full of indignation and
opining that these pestholes in which some
Americans are forced to live are a “national dis-
grace.” Something had to be done about it.

It was. The véry next day, in fact. Some gov-
ernment men came around and tacked eviction
notices on 30 houses in Shott’s Alley. The resi-
dents weren’t told where else they could go —
no provision was made for that. But you can’t
stop the Senate once it hag a mind to slum-clear-

~ ance. And right where those 30 families are go-
ing to be kicked out, there is going to rise a nice,
new, bright Senate Office Bulldmg With inside
toilets too, we hear

- One of the sure signs of a social system in

ought and .expression, particularly in education-
al institutions. Every reactionary, stand-pat, sta-
tus-quo, obscurantist element of society quivers
ith fear lest any real or possible teaching, dis-
cussion and study of conflicting social theories
and political philosophies take place. ’

The University of Chicago and Roosevelt Col-
ge are now under fire from these elements,
represented by the Broyles Commission of the
inois Legislature. Haunted by the specter of
‘communism,” these legislative Sherlock Holmeses
are worried about “dangerous” text-books, stu-
dents and teachers, and have set out to hunt
down the insidious forces undermining the sanc-
tity- of the home, the morals of the younger gen-

racy”’ itself.

Who are these men that have arrogated to them-
Selves the right to decide upon an investig‘étion
of two private educational institutions in the
state of Illinois? Some facts about one of the
merous unsavory legislative characters “pro-
tecting” the “American Way” will provide a
e. Take James J. Adduci, for example. Leader
the notorious Adduci Bloc in the Legislature,
Republican representative for the 2nd legis-
ive district of Chicago. During a. movie oper-
-ators’ strike in 1930, Adduci was arrested in con-
ction . with movie theatre bombings. In 1932
~he was arrested and interrogated regarding a
apping. A year later, Adduci was arrested

crisis ‘is the persistent attack upon freedom of-

eration and the very fabric of “American democ-

Whom to Investigate?

By Sam Taylor
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“RISING STAR

Mr. Douglas. He was a respected
member of the faculty of the Uni-
versity of Chicago. He had served
with distinetion in Chieago’s City
Council. He had fought gallantly
in World War II with the Marines.
He had taken a noble and aggres-
-sive pre-election stand for civil
rights. He was the toast of the
minorities. In him they placed
their faith and hope. But lo. and
behold! Senator Douglas has fal-
len, even as Lucifer, the son of
the morning, fell from the pin-
nacles of heaven down into the
nether regions.”

EARNS RUSSELL’S PRAISE

How fell, this faker so fast and
so furiously and whom has he dis-
appointed? To begin with, the
Negro people. During the debate
on the filibuster Douglas said on
the Senate floor, “We are not
propesing' to abolish segregation
in the South. We are not propos-
ing to abolish it in housing or in
federal aid for education. We are
not proposing to abolish it in the
schools.”

Then what in the name of
heaven did President Truman pro-
pose to the world and the country,
not merely the Negro people, dur-
ing the last elections? Better
still, what did Douglas propose?

Douglas also took itupon him-
self to repeat the hoary old con-
fusion which within recent years
has been dropping .out of the vo-
cabulary of even anti-Negro poli-
ticians.

“In answer to Senator Russell
of Georg*na, Sir,” said Doug;las, “I

cial rqlatlons that men have with
each other they must be forced to
mingle.”

No wonder the Senator from
Georgia made a special point of
thanking “the rising star of II-

with the infamous Willie Bioff, Al Capone “la-
bor specialist,” in connection with strong-arm
incursions into the poultry handlers’. union. In
1933 he was also picked up on a vagrancy charge.
In 1984, Adduci made his political debut, running
for the State Legislature against an incumbent
who, according to the Chicago Sun-Times, “had
served two terms in the Assembly with credit”
but “suddenly quit the race just before election.”
- Adduci’s “leadership” in the 2nd district was
_challenged by William John Granata in 1942,
Granata logt. In 1944 the district broke out into
“political” gang warfare; violence, intimida-
tion and kidnappings followed. Governor Green
threw a soft state job to Granata and, wrote the
Sun-Times, “persuaded him not to try to unseat
Adduci again.” By 1948 Granata’s political star
had risen to the .point where he was scheduled
to run as Republican candidate for clerk of the
gircuit court. In true Capone fashion, Granata
was “bumped off” in Chicago’s Loop district two
weeks before the election. ‘

Adduci is only one of many in the Illinois Leg-
islature whose sordid personal and political rec-
ord can be detailed. Yet, by an almost unanimous
vote in both houses of the Legislature, Adduci
and his ilk have decided to spend thousands of
tax-payer dollars to investigate “dangerous” doc-
trines and ‘“subversive” individuals and groups
in the two Chicago institutions of higher learning.
Really, is there any doubt as to who should be

investigated ?

Notes from the News

NEW DISCOVERY — Attomcy General Clark’s
itest additions to his “subvefsive” list include
‘the 44-year old Industrial Workers of the World
an organization which seeks “to alter the form"
government of the United States by unconstitu-
‘tional means.”

\* % % ] . }
GETTING READY FOR FRANCO — The U. S.
egation to the UN is reported ready to take
- first open step toward getting together with
Franco by supporting the repeal of a ban on the
admission of the fascist Spanish regime to UN
cialized agencies.

’ EIE

THAKIN SOE JAILED — The Assoeiated.
- Press, reporting on the civil war in Burma, says
that the Stalinists have jailed Thakin Soe, leader
~of the Red Flag Communists (said to be Trotsky-

FEPC PUT FIRST — The NAACP has decided
td give top priority in its legislative program
to efforts to enact FEPC legislation. Previously
the NAACP had considered anti-lynching, anti-
poll tax, anti-segregation and FEPC bhills all of
‘equal importance. FEPC will be placed first from
‘now on, although the other items will not be ne-
glected, says Secretary Walter White.

* & %

VING COSTS UP AGAIN — For the first

1s‘.t‘), in the Stalinist-controlled section of the:

me in “five months, the Bureau of Labor Statis- .
ties reports a rise in llVHIg' costs for the month ;

‘

. or consmence

ending March 15. The average increase was .3%,
but food rose 1%. Rents, miscellaneous goods and
services went up, but apparel and housefurnish-
ings continued to decline.

® % L

USING THEIR OWN EQUIPMENT — The
Communication® Workers of America, independ-
ent union, charges that the Bell subsidiary, Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph, has been tapping tele-
phone wires in CWA offices in Seattle and Tacoma,
Wash,, and even in the homes of sonie union offi-
cers and members.

E I Y

WITCH-HUNT PROCEEDS — The New York
Board of Regents has already set up a special
committee to work out means of implementing
the recently-signed Feinberg Law which requires
the purge of all teachers belonging to “subver-
sive” organizations. :

® % % o i

AND WHO APPOINTED HIM? — Congress-

man Adam Clayton Powell Jr. doesn’t think Paul

"Robeson is qualified to speak for Amerlcan Ne-
groes when he says they would not wantto fight
against the Soviet Union. But Powell thinks that
he (Powell) is qualified to speak for them when
he says: “In the event of war at any time against
any one we will do our part, insofar as it does
not conflict with our individual rehglous beliefs
. in the Hour of crisis we will
be loyal to our nation; reserving the right, how-
ever, to criticize constructively as we dld m
World Wa.r I and Wnrld War II.”~ .

linois” for his reactionary state-
ment. A Negro columnist com-
ments: “This. . . expression was
not expected to fall from the lips
of our erudite and distinguished
professor. Certainly emanating
fram Senator Douglas it precipi-
tated shock, disillusion and dis-
gust.”

ON HQUSING BIAS

What was particularly annoy-
ing to Negroes was that Douglas
had previously made a pro-Negro
gesture by appointing a Negro
woman as one of his secretaries.
It seems that with a lot of these
Democratic Party left-wing Sen-
ators the civil rights program is
to be applied only in their staff
offices. The Chicago Negro sup-
‘porters of Douglas are bitter at
this hypoerisy and the cheapness
of this political gesture.

Then last week Senator Bricker
of Ohio, Republican, tried to
wreck the housmg' bill in the Sen-
ate by proposing to add to it a
clause prohlbltlng racial segre-
gation in housing. Douglas took
it upon himself to show that to
vote for the amendment would
mean no housing bill. He “reaf-
firmed that he believed in the
President’s civil rights program.”
He “wanted to face [that] issue
squarely.” He “deplored” the con-
duct of the Southerners. But he
wanted housing for four million
people, and as Bricker was ob-

by this clause, vhe would vote
against it.

- Wayne Morse- associated him-
self with Douglas, and Hubert
Humphrey, needless to say, crawl-
ed rapidly into the same hole.
Humphrey and Douglas of
course bear the main responsibili-
ty in the 81st. Congress for all
blows thit have fallen and will
fall upon the Truman program,
rent control, Taft-Hartley repeal,
etc., in the Senate. They bear the
responsibility because these “left-
ists” by their capitulation on the
civil rights issue made it clear
to all that they are not going to
make any se\rlous fight on ANY
issue.

HE WHO YIELDS

It must be said, however, ‘that
Douglas, here as in the filibuster
debate, nses a particularly nau-
seating brand of p011t1ca1 camou-
flage — Douglas in this debate
had the gall to say that the North
was nbt free from discrimination
and therefore should not criticize
the South too strongly. He quoted;
“Judge not lest-ye be judged.”
What moge could any rabid
Southern senator want from the
“riging star of Illinois”?

am' not insisting that in the so-

viously trying to wreck the bill |-

SENATOR PAUL DOUGLAS

OF ILLINOIS”

. By J. Meyer
" The movement of politics is very rapid these days.
Senator Paul Douglas. To illustrate the vicissitudes of his Sena-

torial career so far hefe is an extract from the Negro press:
“Great things were expected of ®

Take

He pounded the desk and ad-
dressed the Southern senators:
“Yeu should give a little, too. You
should. not be so unyielding on
civil rights.”

What a miserable crawling
worm this is! The Southern sen-
ators should not be so unyiclding.
But since they persist in being
“unyielding,” then Douglas yields
-~ with hammering of the table.
But it is not only his fist that
he beat upon the table. He beat
his head too. Before he sat down
he observed that he had probably
succeeded “in getting everyone

.t angry and cutting [his] own poli-

tical throat from ear to ear.”
Wrong again, Senator Douglas.
You have not offended “every-
body.” The Southern reactionaries
have recognized in you a friend,
have no doubt about this. And
Truman and Barkley and. the
Democratic leaders also have al-

ability — ability to talk big out-
side and win votes, and crawl on
your belly and beat your head
on the. table inside Congress.

PEOPLE ARE LEARNING

That is a valuable type these
days for capitalist political par-
ties. It is a type that cuts throats
all right. But it is the throats of
Negroes, workers, %nd others
which are in danger from these
throat-cutters.

- It must be said, however, that
the people are being given every
opportunity to educate themselves
as to the real political character
of one who, the higher his stock

it falls outside; who is called the
“rising star of Hlinois” inside the
Senate and Lucifer outside of it;
who is excoriated by the Negro
people and praised by Georgian
Senators. All this Douglas has
done in less than four months. He
is certainly moving fast.

Councilman Connolly
Hits Kutcher Purge

NEW YORK — City Council-
man Eugene P. Connolly, leader
of the American Labor Party,
has notified the XKutcher Civil
Rights Committee that he is
“very glad to join ophers in
protesting” against the victimiza-
tlon of James Kutcher, which he
describes as “one of the most
vicious examples of the work-
ings of a so-called ‘loyalty oath’
procedure.”

“This case and all the others,?
Le continued, “are a startling ex-
ample of the fact that we have
‘already lost some of our demo-
cracy. There can, of course, be
o genuine democracy when peo-
ple are discriminated against be-
cause of their political or religi-
cus. beliefs, or national origin or
color. Democracy is not some-
thing you can compromise with
and keep.”

ready recognized in you a man of |

rigés insidé the Senate, the lower:

a tour of the slums in their own

r.) Senators Theodore T. Green
Morse (R, Ore.). Soon afterward,

story.

In The"’ OwnBackyard <A

Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D,i Ill.) led some of his colleagues dn

"of these slums just six blocks from. the Capitol building are (l. to

slum clearance and housing bill. For an account of what happened:
to these slum-dwellers, see Joseph Keller’s story on' this page.
For a study of the Douglas brand of “llberallsm,” see J. Meyers.

backyard. Talking to a resident

(D, R. L), Douglas and Wayne
the Senate passed an inadequate

FIRST OAKLAND

OAKLAND—In the City Coun-
cil primary elections held April
19, Filomena Goelman, the SWP
candidate for Councilman - at -
Y.arge, received 2,054 votes. She
ran eighth and was. only 12 votes
short of seventh place in the nine-
man race for this Council seat,

‘total vote in an election marked |2
by the apathy and indifference of
the great majority of* Oakland’s
workers.

"The full" significance . of the
Goelman vote can be appreciated
when contrasted with the vote of
the “labor - endorsed” candidates.
Thus Frank Linnotti, who had
the official support of the AFL
and one wing of the CIO, got only
5,618 Dbotes. The . Stalinist - en-
dorsed candidate, William Finn,
received 7,017 votes. Finn was
perhaps the only other candidate
carrying on an aggressive cam-
paign, which included the tearing
down. of SWP election posters.
Nevertheless,
class precints, Filomena Goelman
ran neck and neck with Finn and
in a few, even ahead.

This was the first SWP cam-
paign in Qakland and the party’s
candidate was the youngest ever
to run in an election here. But
the party succeeded in getting a
fair degree ‘of publicity both in
the capitalist and labor press. On
three occasions the QOakland Tri-
bune discussed the differences
between the Stalinists and Trot-
skyists in its columns; this was
in. addition to 'a ' dozen other
references to the SWP candidate.
The KEast Bay Labor Journal, of-
pfic'al AFL paper, discussed the

»

SWP

BRINGS ENCOURAGING RESULTS

Her vote represented 3.4%. of the.

in many working

candidate a number _of’

SWP GAMI’AIGN

times; a week before the election
it printed in' full her" attack on
the AFL endorsements.

The SWP campaign  centered
on three main issues: a 30-hour
week at 40 hours pay; a genuine
FEPC; a Labor Party and Labor
City Council in Oakland. 'Special
leaflets issued . to the unempl

to trade uniotiists on f(l)\ese
l«ues were warmly  received. A
strong impact was made by the
AWP candidate 'in "the Negro
mmmumty, it is -estimated that
she received at least 10% of the
total Negro vote in' this election.

The SWP campaign was also
marked by a high degree of active
support from the party’s con-
tacts and sympathizers. One, who
works six days a week, used his
Sundays off for the purpose of
hiring a car at his own .expense
to campaign for the SWP candi-
date. With such a successful cam-
paign eonducted in the midst of
the bosses’ pro-war anti-red drive,
the Oakland SWP seems sure to
grow in numbers and. influence.

'Unemployment High |
In Maritime Unions

A nation-wide survey by the
| National Federation of Ameri-
can Shipping showed that only |
79,000 members of "all . the
maritime unions were employ-
ed . last February.

In April the CIQO  National .
Maritime Union réported that
at least half of its 47,000
dues-paying ‘members .are on
the beach because of unem- )
ployment. Similar reports were
made by the other maritime
unions. .

NUMBER_ 1s_'

or} ers Vote

DETROIT, April 27 — By a

seven to one majority the 65 ,000
‘members of Ford River Rouge
Local 600 UAW-CIO voted for
| strike action against the speedup

Ford Motor Company.

Earlier in.the week members: of
Ford Lincoln Lecal 900 also voted
overwhelmingly for strike action. .

. The Company in both cases has

been charged with an inhuman
speedup and arbitrary disregard

of former production commit-

ments made to the union. Tommy
Thompson,

president of. Local
600, stated that the normal daily
scheduling in “B” building at
Rouge calls for 240 cars, but the
actual output runs five to ten
cars over thig figure. Al Valenti,
president, of Local 900, estimated
the speedup at Ford at an even
higher figure of 10%.

But in spite of the broadly ex-
pressed sentiment of the Ford

mediate action against the speed-
up, any strike will be held up
pending authorization from  the
International Executive Board of
the UAW. Detroit newspapers
and- commentators are . freely
predicting that no- strike -au-
thorization will be forthcoming.
But that, on the contrary, “all
avenues of peaceable negotiation”
will be “fully explored.”

This despite the fact that the
Ford Company has already broken
a4 negotiated production agree-
ment. The excuse for withhold-
ing authorization wll reportedly
be that. any strike now would
jeopardize contract negotiations
scheduled to begin May 15.

MORE LAYOFFS

Meanwhile some 3,000 Detloxt
auto workers have been laid .off
as a result of the strike of 7 500

Aviation - Corporation, South
Bend, Ind. This strike action was
taken on April 20 after the
Bendix Cmporatlon refused to
ceinstate 47 workers fired be-
cause of the speedup ’1“he umon
is demanding: e

1.  Full relnstdtement of thc
47 fired workers.

2. Guaranteed take-home pay
for certain employees of the
brake shoe department. -~ = -

3. Dismissal of the corpora-
tion’s suit against the union for
“damages” from the alleged
slowdown.

Recently over 1,000 members
of UAW Local 154 demonstrated
befote an office of the Michigan

manding unemployment payments.
tion has followed .a coldly cal-

15-20 hours a week. By this tactic
the Hudson workers have been
depfived of compensation. Mean-
while the company has instituted
‘a major speedup. Many Hudson
wofkers have, been thrown on
city relief rolls and prlvate
charities.

Many local union ofﬁcers have
requested action by the Reutherite
International Executive Bo ard
against the calculated speedup
which has hit every major auto

| plant in Detroit. These appeals

for action have been, with few
exceptions, met by stony silence
or outright. denunciations of the
“lazy membership.” As a result
of this cowardly policy many of
the more ouispoken union mem-

‘| bers are bemg v1ct1m1zed

Upturn

By John G. Wright
The Easter season was sure to
bring with it an upturn in pro-
duction, employment and sales,
so said all the prominent govern-
rment and business prognostica-
tors. The lateness of Easter ac-
counted, in their opinion, for the
deiay of this upturn which
“normally” does come this time
of the year. The Easter season
has come and gone. The Pollyan-
nas have been proved wrong on
all counts.

Instead of increasing, Easter
retail sales flopped, and rather
resoundingly so. There is no
noticeable improvement, apart
from agriculture, in employment.
The increase of jobless, while not
so steep as in January and Feb-
ruary, ¢ ontinu ed throughout
March and April. On the other
hand, - shorter work weeks and
cutbacks have become more pro-
nounced, extending to the field of
metals and leaving autos as the
sole strong sector. in product on
today.

Rose-colored glasses are being

discarded by many who had
previously ‘donned them. In its
April  23.. weekly review, . thej

Forecasts Prove False

hndncxal dally, glumly concludes
that “the fact is clear that thero
bhas been something more than a
late Eastes to account for the
<luggislmess of the spring buy-
ing season.” Truman’s Economic
Bo’ax;d, of * Advisers, ~which has]|
been busy telling everybody not
to worry, is now itself worried
enough to conduct an emergency
poll of key enterprises to find
out’ their, private opinion on just
what this “something more” is
‘n -a situation that is unfolding
at a rate they never expected.
The break in metals has caught
by surprise those who are closest
to the  industry and have the
most current facts at- their finger-
tips. Early this year the au-
thoritative - journal .of the steel
industry, Iron Age, estimated that
full production would continue
until the middle of the year and
possibly later. Last week Iron
Age revised this estimate, con-
ceding that the steel shortage
was. definitively ended .and that
some steel products fade condi-
tions of ¢ ovelsupply ? The other
metals, zine, coppér, lead, ete.,
are deep in the doldrums already.

light "and heavy industries, the
season . of the expected upturn:
brought with ‘it the beginning of
large scale liguidation of inven-
‘tories. Participating- are shch’
giant manufacturers of home ap-
pliances and General Electric and
Westinghouse.

ONE STRONG PROP ONLY

A striking indication of how
widespread this movement of
{.quidation is becoming is the
spectacular drop of one billion
dollars in outstanding bank loans
to commerce and industry, a con-
siderable portion of which had
been used to finance the ac-
cumulation of inventories. It still
remains unknown whether there
has been a corresponding drop inj|
inventories, which from last re-
ports still remained at. the '$55
billion mark.

The oné bright spot in an other-
wise uniformly dark picture is
the automotive industry, or more
accurately, the lower priced cars.
How ' many more Chevrolets,
Fords and Plymouths will the
market be able to absorb? No
cne . knows.. Those : who: had

do net K

million more ecars to glut the
outlets have been obviously
proved over-optimistic. The au«
thoritative auto spokesmen still
foresee no dfficulties whatever,
at least not until' July or August,
that is, not until from two to
three million new cars have been

generally.

In -any case, this
economy which only a few weeks,
ago seemed to rest securely on

\two stiong props — metals and
auto — is now left hanging by’
only one. On its strength or-

weakness directly -depends - the
scope and speed at which the
five-months old decline will _pro-
ceed in the next period.

everything that has
since last October as a mere
return to “normalcy” are not even
whisthn‘gj1 n the dark. They simply;

In addition to spreadmg ‘price

Wa.ll Street Journal, conservatlve

cuts and cut

acks in both the

‘would take rom: four to seve

estlmated early this year that it

workers for vigorous and im-

UAW-CIO members at the Bendix -

Unemployment Commission de-
The Hudson Motor Car Corpora-

culated policy of operating barely.

produced. Their guess may prove.
correct. Chances now are that
they may be caught by surprise:
as happened in steel and metals.

count_ry s -

Those who have been dismissing
happened

ow what they are talk- -
ing about. Barring a sudden shift
‘to full-scale war economy, the -
|sharpest breaks in this country’s
 economic life lie not belund bu
are still to come.
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