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In the epic struggle now

ho Should Rule
In Hungary

AR An Editorial

By Fred Halstead

.

taking place in Hungary two

primary powers are pitted against each other. On the one
- gide are the Kremlin troops; on the other, the Workers
Councils of the Hungarian industrial proletariat. Through-
~out Hungary, the Kremlin has the support only of its
puppet Kadar government. The Workers Councils have
‘the active support of the Hungarian peasants, soldiers and

<istudents.

~ The Kremlin slanders as “counter-revolutionary,” the
Hungarian revolution and the Workers Councils which lead
it. But its bloody efforts to smash the Workers Councils
demonstrate that it is the counter-revolutionary force in

ﬁungary.

The Kremlin’s reactionary attitude towards these
authentically revolutionary organs of the Hungarian work-
ers was strikingly revealed in a Nov. 27 dispatch from

'Buddpest by London Daily

Worker correspondent Sam

Russell It was published here in the Dec. 9 Worker, Rus-
sell writes: “From my talks with these members of the
Workers Councils it is evident that there is still a great
deal of confusion about the role of the councils. . . There
is still some idea that they can combine the function of
employers and trade unions together while fulfilling some
sort of vague political function.”

Here Russell unwittingly blurts out the basic issue in
the Hungarian struggle. The Workers Councils are fight-
‘ing for the realization of a genuinely Leninist program —
the politicals rule of the industrial proletariat based upon
a planned economy. The most superficial student of the
Russian Revolution of 1917 cannot help but realize that
the Hungarian Workers have taken that revolution as their
. model. What else are their councils but replicas of the

- Sdviets of 19172 The Russian Bolsheviks, under Lenin and,

Tictsky, eame to.power with the slogan, “All power to
~ the Soviets.” Today this is the program the revolutionary
Hungarian Workers are advancing toward.

Revolutionary socialists in all lands will support the
demand for the immediate withdrawal of Soviet troops
from Hungary and they will champion the demand: “All
power to the Hungarian Workers Councils!”

Detrmt Left-Wingers
Cite Discussion Need

. DETROIT, Dec. 10 — Representatives of three radical
organlzatlons tonight expressed support for efforts to
organize discussion on a local level, and on a continuing

basis, of the problems facing®—

.the American left.

"The occasion was a well-
atten(ded symposium sponsored
by the Fellowship of Reconcilia-
tion. The speakers, discussing
“Whlch Way to Peace?”, were
A, J. Muste of the F.O.R.; Carl
Winter, Communist Party, Max
rShachtman, Independent Social-
rst League; Bert Cochran, editor,
American Socialist; and Sid
Lens, author, substituting for
Norman Thomas, who withdrew
mth a statement refusing to
partlclpate at this symposium
%longSIde a spokesman of the
GP.
“The Socialist Workers Party,
swhich had been omitted from
the platform, distributed a
léaflet expressing regret that it
fad not been permitted to par-
ticipate tonight, but welcomed
the meeting and offered “a
proposal to promote discussion
and joint action.”

PROPOSE A COUNCIL
It suggested the formation of
a Detroit Council, composed of
y repreS(entatlves of all left- wmsg
“ groups, “to plan and organize
the continuation and extension
of tonight’s discussion on a local
level and to consider. joint action
by the groups in specific fields
where it is feasible.”

In his initial presentation,
Carl Winter, CP national com-
mittee member, without re-

ference to the SWP leaflet
(which he may not yet have
seen at that time), proposed the
creation of an  ‘“American
assembly” which would make
possible continued discussion by
radical and socialist groups of
the problems facing them.

During the discussion period,
Winter repeated that he and his
party would welcome such a
means for extending the discus-
sion on a local level.

Muste, in his concluding re-
marks, cautioned that the pro-
‘posal should not be considered

:“anyone’s property” or used for

sectarian  “manipulation,” be-
cause that would only lead to
its failure, but the strongly
endorsed the idea and wurged
that it be explored and tried
Tocally.

The section of the SWP leaflet
dealing with this question said
the following:

“It is good to have national
spokesmen of the various groups
coming from New York to speak
at tonight’s meeting. But that is
only a beginning and to be fruit-
ful should be followed by dis-
cussion on a local level. The dif-
ferent groups here in Detroit
should get to know each other
better, discuss mutual problems,
discard outmoded suspicions and
antagonisms, and find a way of
working together in areas in
which we already have agree-
ment,

“To further this objective, we
urge the formation of a Detroit
Council of all the groups par-
ticipating’ in tonight’s sym-
posium and all other groups
(such as the Socialist Workers
Party) that would want to par-
ticipate.

PLAN JOINT ACTION

“Such a council, made up of
representatives from all these
groups, could meet from time to
time to plan and organize the
continuation and extension of
tonight’s discussion and to con-
sider joint action by the groups
in wspecific fields where it is
feasible. No one group would or
could dominate such a couneil be-
cause participation  would be
voluntary and would continue
only so long as the arrange-
ments are satisfactory.

“We urge consideration of this
proposal by tonight’s speakers,
by the local groups for whom
they speak, and by the members
of these groups. We pledge to
cooperate responsibly and loyally
in this project with all whe find
it acceptable.”

the Suez Canal begins to clear,
United States capitalism emerges
as the only power capable of
defending imperialist interests
against the rising national inde-
pendence movement of the Arab
peoples. The U.S. is moving into
the Middie East and North
Africa to take over in the areas
previously dominated by Britain
and France. At the same time
she, is forced to put her im-
perialist rivals on the dole to
prevent economic collapse in
Western Europe,

U.S, imperialism is obliged to
move gingerly in this process
with somewhat different policies
than those followed by Britain
and France, but the fundamental
aim is the same—to continue
imperialist  exploitation, par-
ticularly of the rich oil tesources
of the Middle East.

“Prior to the British promise
to withdraw [from Suez],” says
the Dec. 11 Wall Street Journal,
“the U.S. had withheld any
evidence of close camaraderie
[with Britain and France] on
the grounds that irate Arabs
might  retaliate by blowing wup
the still wunharmed pipeline
bringing oil from Aramco wells
[U.S. owned] in Saudi Arabia.”
This statement reveals in part
the difference between British-
French and U.S. policy in the
Suez crisis.

U.S. AMBITIONS

-~ UiB,. . imperialism,, .xrelatively:
new on the Middle-Eastern
scene, and with vast holdings
still intact in other parts of ghe
world, hoped to take advantage
of the opportunity to gain at the
expense of its imperialist rivals.
In North Africa, U.S. imperial-
ism has increased its influence
by cooperating with moderate
mationalists such as Premier
Habib Bourguiba of Tunisia and
Sultan Mohammed V in Morocco.
Even in Egypt and Syria, the
strongest points of the Arab
anti-colonial movement to date,
the capitalist governments are
leaving the door open to U.S.
infiluence,

On the other hand, fear of the
new surge of the Arab masses
in the wake of the Suez events
has brought the governmerits
which had relied to one extent or
another upon British or French
support flocking around the new

As the smoke of the battle for ‘

Impermllsm Seel
Brltlsll French Positions in Mnl East

s to ra e Over

&

Imperzalzst Ltfelzne

‘:Blocked

Part of the crisis over who should control the Suez Canal is expressed in Paris deadlock,
Dec. 12, between foreign ministers of the U.S., Britain and France over what facilities should
be used in clearing the Canal, shown blocked above by sunken ships.
fleets have already begun the work, but UN representative, retired U.S. Army offlcer, Ray-
mond A. Wheeler, says a UN salvage fleet will be assembled -within ten days

British-French salvage

master. The instrument of U.S.
c¢ontrol had already been set up
in November 1955 in the form
of the Baghdad Pact which is
composed of heavy wrecipients of
U.S.
Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Turkey and
f‘Entafm ~Pakistioni Prime-Minister:
H. 8. Suhrawardy declared, Dec.
2, that members of the pact
could ‘““depend on friendly Arab
countries like Saudi Arabia,
Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia, and
the- Sudan,” even if they didn’t
directly join the pact. Represen-
tatives of Iran, Iraq, Pakistan
and Turkey appealed, Dec. 5, to
the U.S. to link the Baghdad pact
with NATO.

The move of U.S. imperialism
to “fill the vacuum” is being
“viewed as a useful development”
by British and French officials
amccording to Arthur Krock in
the Dec. 6 N.Y. Times, even
though there is the fear “par-
ticularly prevalent in France. that
American capitalists will ex-
ploit . . . the current depressed
stature of France and Britain in
that area.” There is no doubt that
U.S. imperialists will dncrease
their share of the plunder. At

cold war aid — mnamely,|

the same time, however, to pre-
vent a collapse of European cap-
italism, the U.S. must assume
the political and economic -prob-
lems .of Britain und France.
The. current British' monetary
’cm is throws new light on this

Street Journal reports, “The dif-
ficulty began,” British banking
experts believe, ‘“when . Egypt’s]
dictator Nasser seized the Suez
Canal and raised a threat " to
Britain’s vital Mid-East oil sup-
plies. Holders of pounds around
the world [the pound sterling is
redeemed by the British- Govern-
ment at $2.78] began to sell them
so theavily that in August alone
the British Treasury poured .out
some $100 million to redeem un-
wanted sterling.” If that process
continued the Britishh would have
been forced -to devaluate their
currency and precipitate ‘“a near
disaster,” for European capital-
ism according to the WiSU.

The Suez adventure was in-
tended to end the “threat” to
Britain’s Mid-East il profits
which are vital to British cap-
italism. However, the adventure

"process.  The' December {1 Wall]

ended in fiasco, resulting in the

spread of the revolutionarty‘ up-
heaval to the oil regions, the ¢ut-
ting of all British-French: pipe-
lines, and -the blocking of the

| canal. In November, the loss for

the British - Treasury through its
ttempts to stabilize - the pound
279 . million, ‘over: twice
what it was in August.- :
The “disaster” has been tem-
porarily “averted by a $1.3 billion
credit granted Britain, Dec. 10,
by . the "U.S. controlled Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. But this
is .a. temporary palliative ““The
British won’t really have turned
the- corner,” says the WSJ, “un-
til - 0il = starts = flowing freely

through the canal and pipelines.” |

That is, until British capitalists
can once again sell the oil from
Mid-East investments. And for
the defense of those, the British
must now rely upon the U.S., at
the price of giving some of them
up - to the American rmatl and
protector.

U.S. imperialism, in turn, in-
herits besides new oil holdings
from Britain and France, a not
80 pleasant bounty — namely, the
Arab national independence rev-
olution,

By Harry Ring

In a new effort to free itself
from the mounting pressure of
the Polish working class, whose
political revolution against the
Kremlin put it in power, the gov-
ernment of Wladyslaw Gomulka
has concluded a deal with the
Roman Catholic Church in that
country. In return for major con-
cessions, the church has declared
its polltlcal support to the Go-
mulka regime.

According to a Dec. T agree-
ment
and church, religious education
will be permitted in the public
school system for those students
who request it. The religious in-
structors will be paid by the
Ministry of Education. According
to a Dec. 8 N.Y. Times report,
“school authorities will be in-

ble to facilitate the attendance
at religious activities outside the
schools.”

QUID PRO QUO
In return for these and other
concessions, the <Catholic hier-

ing” and “support” of the ‘“works
undertaken by the government to
strengthen and develop the peo-
ple’s Poland.” The Times reports
that the agreement has the offi-
cial approval of Polish Cardinal
Wyzsynski.

The pact goes far beyond the
boundaries of the democratic
right to religious beliefs, which
a workers’ government should
guarantee, It gives the Catholic
Church a renewed foothold in the
public school system and strikes
a heavy blow at the separation

between the government|

structed to do everything possi-|.

archy has pledged “understand-’

GOMULKA

iof church and state. Instead
of legislation guaranteeing civil
rights to any and all religious
groupings, a political agreement
has been made with the Catho-
lic Church, whose leadership was
closely associated in the old days
with Polish capitalist and land-
owning reaction, The agreement
gives the (Catholic Church the
semi-official status of 2 state re-
ligion.

‘Gomulka’s alliance -with Catho-
licism will not be well received
by the revolutionary Polish work-
ers. This fact is well indicated
by a report which appeared in
the Oct. 21 issue of the Polish
CP journal, Przeglad Kulutralny.
The article describes a mass

meetlng in Warsaw where the
issue came up of the freeing of
the . then imprisoned Cardinal
Wyzsynski, The account was
translated for the Mlhtant by
Robert Dixon.

“A scene from the meeting at
the Polytechnic Institute on Sat-
urday, Oct. 20, A speaker takes
the floor representing himself as
a ‘Catholic” He is mot warmly
received, Why? The speaker in-
sists that he is not—God forbid—
a representative of the ‘‘Pax”
group. [Liberal “peace ‘Catho-
lics.” Tr.] He is a ‘real’ Catholic.
That doesn’t help much either.
Shouting over ithe mnoise, ' the
speaker’s first words-are: ‘Poland
is a Catholic country.’ Further

. that because of this Cardinal
Wyzsynski- should be freed and
restored to -his function as pri-
mate,

“The hall very energetxcally
registers its disapproval. Whistles
and catcalls are heard. Someone
proposes an amendment, ‘Make
it Poland is a socialist country.’
Loud applause. More amend-
ments . . . ‘Poland, as a socialist
country, must regulate the Car-
dinal’s case in the spirit of fair
government.’ General applause.
Such is the course of spontaneous
voting at a free meeting of 20,000
workers, students, intellectuals
and even just people ‘from off the
street.’”

‘CALM AND HARD WORK’
The pact with the arch-reac-
tionary Catholic hierarchy was
being negotiated at the very time
that Gomulka, in a Nov. 29
speech, was denouncing ‘‘reac-
tionaries trying to ride the wave
of democratization.” In the same

Gomulka Ties Knot With Church

breath, however,” Gomulka as-
serted, “We believe that the cler-
gy will assist the state because
all of us spring from the same
nation.”

The assistance being rendered
‘to the Gomulka regime by the
Catholic power is a tangible one.
‘The Dee. 8 N.Y. Times reports
that since his release from prison,
Cardinal Wyzsynski “has voiced
the same pleas as Mr. Gomulka
‘for national unmity, calm and hard
work,” The expression of such
views by the Cardinal is of course
understandable. The Catholic hi-
erarchy has been passing out this
particular bit of . advice to the
.working population for hundreds
‘of years.

By joining with. Wyzsynski on
.a program of ‘“national’ unity,
«calm and hard work,” Gomulka
‘nakedly reveals his bureaucratic
mentality. His government repre-
sents that wing of the iStalinist

bureaucratic stratum in Poland

which recognized the impossibil-
ity of trying to meet head-on the
irresistable wave -of the political
revolution. Instead it seeks to
put itself at the head of the
movement in order to channelize
it within “safe” limits—that is,
to grant concessions designed to
placate and eventually dissipate
the movement with the hope that
the fundamental authority and
privileges of -the bureaucracy can
still be preserved.

Just as the Gomulka reglme
tries to balance itself between

the workers movement and the

Kremlin, it also seeks new hases

of support within the country so

that it will not be reliant on the
(Continued on page 3)

' the celebration of

OWDOWN

Workers Council for Dec. 11 and
12, The strike was a resounding
success, more complete than any
previous  strike in Hungarian his-
tory. Flying squadrons of pickets,
boldly operating one step ahead of
‘Soviet troops and the reconsti-
tuted police of the puppet Kadar
regime, even closed stores, gov-
ernment agencies and stopped
streetcars and buses that were
operating with military escorts.

The strike was called for 48-
hours " but " has already lasted

Celebrate
Montgomery
Bus Boycott

By Willard Moore

MONTGOMERY, ALA., Dec.
10 — The week-long conference
of the Montgomery Improvement
Association Dec. 3-9 was climax-
ed Sunday with a mass meeting
at the  Bethal Baptist Church.
At the high point about 5,000
:people jammed every mnook and
corner inside the church, stand-
ing and sitting in the foyer, on

- the.steps _in front, and sitting .in
| cars parked across the street,

The day before had been hot,
shirt-sleeve = weather.  Conse~
quently it was hoped that the
meeting would be held outside
in the Park with an anticipated
audience of around 1,200, Even
though Sunday turned out to be
a cold afternoon, the turnout ex-
ceeded all expectations.

Attempts were made earlier
to obtain the ultra - modern
coliseum for the final event of
one-year’s
struggle against bus segregation.
But the plans had to be aban-
doned when the City of Mont-
gomery stipulated that use of
the Coliseum would be permitted
only on a segregated basis.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
presided over this mass demon-
stration of solidarity in the
fight for civil rights. The prin-
cipal speaker on the program
was J. H. Jackson, President of
the National Baptist Convention.

HONOR DRIVERS

1At noon. on Saturday Dec. 8 a
banquet in honor of the car-pool
drivers was attended by well
over 200 people, among whom
were about 25 visitors from
other parts of the country., The
principal speaker was T. M.
Alexander, introduced by E. D.
Nixon, Treasurer of the MIA,

The week-end meetings were
inspiring. Beneath the religious
coloration of the proceedings
was evident the golidarity of
people united in a just strug-
gle. One is struck forcefully by
the coolness of these people in
the face of the ever-mounting
pressure that is being brought
upon them. They walk on, as one
speaker put it, with “heads
bloody, but unbowed.”

Earlier in the week’s celebra-
tion on Dec. 4, Dr. Preston
Volien of Fisk University recited
from recorded interviews during
the early months of the boycott.
One woman after being ordered
by a bus driver to give up her
seat for a white man and. come
up front so he could put her off,
retorted: “If you want me, you’ll
have to come back here and get
me, and if you do, the undertaker
will surely dress you up pretty.”

At the evening gathering on
Dec. 4, Rev. C. K. Steele, rep-
resenting the Tallahassee protest
movement, told how 2,000
frustrated and angry students

at Florida A&M rose up and
revolted: “Feelings were running
high,” he recalled. “They rose
up in a phalanx and surrounded
one bus. They demanded that
everybody get off, following the
arrest of two of their young

(Continued on page 3)

General Strike Seeks
|To Halt the Stalinist
Counter-Revolution

"By George Lavan
DEC. 13 — The third all-out attempt of the Kremlin
to smash the Hungarian Revolution has failed of its

primary objective. — prevention of the 481hour general
strike called by the Budapest®

longer, since tens of thousands

of workers jumped the gun and

shut down Budapest’s indus-

tries early on Dec, 10 rather than

wait for the m1dn1g1ht deadline.

Now the big question is how and

when the strike will end. It may.
possibly continue untili mdr-.
tial law is lifted and the impris-

oned leaders of the workers’

councils are released.

That the workers not only re-
mained away from their jobs,
but, in the face of Kadar’s proce~
lamation of martial law and sum-
mary death sentences, organized
militant picket lines and roving
squads is testified to by the com-
plaints of the regime’s news-
paper, Nepszabadsag.

When some shops in Budapest
tried to open for business, “ter-
rorist groups frightened buyers
away and closed shops up again,”
lamented the paper. Similarly
with those few streetcars and
buses that tried to operate, “ter-
rorists attacked the drivers.” One
trolley bus was stopped by gun-
fire, another had a grenade
thrown at it. After this attempts
to operate them were abandoned.

At the Ganz factory, “The ma-

chinists stay away from their
working place because the fac-
tory is surrounded by toughs who
refuse to let them in” The
in| Hungarian ‘“‘workers’ mo ement‘;
| has never seen such’ a strike,””
was the doleful comment of the
government paper,

A Reuters dispatch of Dec.
11 reported that at Csepel, where .
there are 88 iron and steel plants,
the strike was complete. The
workers’ council was inside and
sent reporters a polite message
apologizing for not granting an
interview. “Small groups of
strikers stood outside the main
gates and a little old man with
flowing gray whiskers turned to
reporters and shouted: ‘Look at
us. We are all fascists.’ The

(Continued on page 2)

Strike Authority
Demanded by Auto
Workers in Linden

By Henry Gitano

Auto workers of Local 595
UAW in Linden, New Jersey,
voted on Nov. 30 to stop per
icapita payments to the Interna-
tional after the UAW refused to
give the Local strike authorizae
tion for improved local agree~
ments following an almost
unanimous strike vote,

At the overflow union meet-
ing of the BOP (Buick-Olds-
mobile-Pontiac) local, Nov. 30,
there was a strong sentiment
that “if we can’t get help from
the International, what’s the use
of belonging to it.” Regarding
the International representa-
tives, it was said that “these
guys don’t know what unionism
is. They take offf and ‘we're
stuck with overwork grievances.”

The shop chairman reported .
that a coffee gap after lunch
‘was a monetary demand and
could therefore not be negotiated
on a local level; that the demand
for one relief man to every 12
men was out of line with other
BOP plants; and that minor
dema}n.ds were won on transfer
provisions,

DISGUSTED )

At the next meeting on Deec.
9, only about 50 men out of
4,000 workers showed up to
ratify the new local agreement.

Meanwhile, the UAW GM De-
partment reports that “in terms
of profits per hour, GM made in
1955 $2.80 for each hour worked
by every single worker and in-
creased this 'fabulous figure to
$2.85 in the first quarter of
1956.” These super profits are
taken out of the hides of the
workers, whose every ounce of
energy is drained out and ground

(Continued on page 4)
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Charney

OF Soviet Troops

By Myra Tanner Weiss —0 o

The position taken by George Blake Charney in the
Daily Worker discugsion of the Hungarian 31tuat10n,
Dec, 3, represents a sbep forward in so far as he urges

the 1mmed1ate withdrawal of So0-2

viet troops from Hungaly Char-
ney is the first American CP
leader to take this eminently cor-
rect stand. “Recent statements
by the Soviet government and
repeated in Pravda,” Charney
says, ‘“‘express a readiness to

withdraw as soon as the sxtua- .

tion is stabilized. Well and good.
Could not the Soviet Union re-
trieve.its position by a bold ap-
proach to the people ot Hungary
—now 7"

Charney bages his gtand on
the fact that the struggle in
Hungary is clearly dominated by
the workmg class. “Factory coun-
cﬂs have “heen ' established in
Budapest and throughout Hun-
gary . . .” he points out. “The
general strlke has been conducted
for several weeks by the work-
ers through these councils. Thley
are the dec1s1ve force in the ma-
tional movement. Surely it w1ll
pot be said that they favor a
fascist regime.”

SERIOU{S WEAKNESS

Charneys cas‘e however is

weakened when he gramts thel|

‘possibility that earlier Soviet
mtelventlon may have been Justl-
fied to prevent a fasclst vietory.

But there can be ne glossang
Qver "the Nov. 3 events, as Char-
ney does.

vxctory early in lNovember, So-
viet intervention Would indeed

have “been’ Justlfled_ And class-|

conscious workers would hardly
risk demanding the withdrawal
of Soviet troops today, although
they would most’ assuredly de-
mand an end to' the suppressron
of the workers and the workers
councils by the occupatlon- force.

However, what are the facts
about the struggle in Hungary
from its very begmnmg" It is
not necessary to accept the pic-
ture pamted by the West—with
the pro- socxallst demands ob-
scured to make better arm-So-
viet propaganda And 1t cer-
tainly isn’t necessary to accept
the traditional frame-up charges
of the Kremlin to the effect that
the lnsurgents represent “fas-
cist counterrevolutlonarles, as
Charney is mclmed to do. Isn’t
the cumulatlve ev1dence of thelr
frame-up technique euough to
warn anyone against giving the
sllghtest credence to claims of
the Soviet bureaucrats?

A RECORD OF LIES

O1ly a few weeks before the
Hungarian revolution, Khru-
shchev and Co. accused Gomulka
of restoratlomst intentions—then
had to retract ‘these charges, A
few months before that, the work-
ers of Poznan were accused of
acting under the instigation of
imperialist spies from the West
—charges that were dropped in
subsequent - trials. Still earlier,
thousands of “Titoites” were
killed and imprisoned on essen-
tially the same charges for which
later apologies had to be made.

And before that there were the|

Moscow trials. In»deed‘, three dec:
ades of purges in the Soviet
Union perfected the frame-up
techniques’ utilized by the bu-
reaucrats in their efforts to hold
their power and privileges against
the workers. Isn’t this history

sufficient warning that it is above
~ all necessary to conduct a rigid-
ly independent examination of
the facts?

Despite.all distortions bred of
the propaganda needs of the im-
perlahst West—-and desplte the
.frame-up technique employed by
the Kremlin—the facts in the
history of the Hungarian revolt
gre all too clear to be concealed
or mxsunderstood (See, for in-
stance, the reports of Peter
Fryer, London Daily Worker .cor-
vespondent from Budapest or of
Russell Jones, cited elswhere in
this issue.)

The first demands raised by
the workers and youth in their
earliest demonstrations, the now-
famous 18-pomt program, were
pro-socialist in characer They
never altered thereafter. The U.S.
imperialists, ever-hopeful of re-
storing capitalism, may have had
their stooges, spies and provo-
cateurs on the scene. Horthyite
elements may have dreamed of
eventually recovering wealthy es-
tates and dictatorial power, But
their hopes have rested on a
mighty slim reed as long as the
workers remained in revolution-
ary motion. Their hopes will ac-
guire better foundation only to
the extent that the revolution
is crushed and the workers are
demoralized and further alienated
from the Soviet Union.

Charney recalls that Khru-
schchev only last February at
the 20th Congress of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union
asserted that “The socialist sys-
tem is marching forward tri-
umphantly without crisis or up-
heavals.” Cﬁarnvey also remem-

or‘ if there hadl been ||
an nnrmnent danger of’ fascrs*k

bers how “we greeted thlS analy-
sis, and . . . drew st;enoth from
it. We neve1 doubted its ac-
curacy. And yet eight months
later, we witness ‘crisis land up-
heaval’ in two of the peoples
Democraeres"’

Khrushchev can now fool Char-|!
ney only a little bit. But that
much is enough to preveut Char-
ney from .stepping. qut of the
confidence game completely and
getting a. good clear lgok at
the Kremlin bureaucrats and why
their regime engendered so much
working class hatred in Hun-
gary.  In attempting to lexplam
the background” of ‘the struggle
in - Hungary, Charney lays: the
wrong crimes on the door of the
Kremlin. “What price was pald D
Charney asks, ‘for the dissolu-
tion of the tbroad democratlc co-
ahtlon in these countrles . ..o0r
for the forced program of 50-
elalnzatwn ki

'This Would imply that the East
European ‘countries were not ripe

Not for Horlhv But
For Socialism!

Russell Jones, United Press |
writer, who was forced - to
leave. Hungary last week,
reported the fol]‘somr\g' “Be-
{ lieve none. of. the. stories that.
this was a misguided upris-
ing fomented to restore the
great ‘estate. owners of the

Horthy regency or the in-
dustrial magnates. . . . The
r["lercest fighters were the :

workers, the proletarlans in
whose npme commumsm had
ruled “A 17-year- old gnl
‘twice- wounded at Corvin
‘Theater, ‘told me - she fought
because ‘it isn’t nght that my
‘father with four' children to
‘feed' should “get ‘only " 900
forints ($80) a month.’ The
chalrman “of thé workers
councrl at the (‘sepel iron and
“steel plant W)th 38,000 work-
ers, blggest m the country,
saidg “These are our factories. |
We will flght to the death to
hold them.” Biit we will con-
tinue' plant maintenance be-
cause we want to work here
agam”’

for socialism and that Stalin
was ‘merely impatient.. But this
is not true. These countries were
gver-ripe for the workers’ revolu-
tion. The capitalist class heavily
controlled by foreign imperialists,
could .rule only through fascist
dictatorship. Stalin’s crime in
East Europe was precisely the
crime . of stifling the deéveloping
revolution .of workers in alliance
with. the peasantry on the heels
of Hitler’s defeat. The bureau-
crats tried, but failed to estab-
lish viable coalltlon regimes on
the basxs of capltahst parhamen-
tarlsm

The subsequent bureaucratlc-
military  social transformatlon
carried through by the Kremlm
destroyed, for the time rbemg,
any capitalist -aspirations in
Eastern™ Europe, But Kremlin
fule also frustrated the aspira-
tions of the working class. For
the workers, Kremlin domination
brought the severest repression
and lowered living standards. The
political revolution that is now
taking place in East Europe rep-
resents the attempt of the work-
ers to llberate Hungary and oth-|.
er countrles for "a genuine so-
cialist de elopment for workers
control of‘productlon and an im-
provement in the living ‘condi-
tions of the people. :

‘As for parllamentary democ-
racy, which Charney thinks would
have provrded the road to $0-
c1ahsn;1 in Hungary if the Krem-
lin had left it atone back in 1948,
this is an. empty abstraction in
this.epoch of transition to a so-
cialist world, What the Hungar-
ian workers mneeded then and
need now is soviet democracy—
the kind that was won in Russia
in October, 1917 under the lead-
ership of Lenin and Trotsky.

The Hungarlan workers, in
thIEII‘ uprising of Oct. 23-28 did
create such soviets, or Workers
councils., Today,’ Charney—and
here he distinguishes himself fa-
vorably from other American CP
leaders—recognizes that these
councils have won the support of
the Hungarian population., How-
ever, his confusion about what
really happened on Nov. 3 and his
mistaken notions about the “par-
lHamentary road to Socialism” in
1945-48 keep him from coupling
his demand for the withdrawal
of Soviet troops with the .only
revolutionary solution - of the
Hungarian crisis—namely, that
all power shall pass into the

‘hands of the Hungarian workers’

councils.

{Hungary. To a less

) brewmg in the Soviet Umon and

| tries of the “Buffer Zone” would

| series .of . events: -
| of a strike movement throughout
. slovakia; the reverberations -six

| weeks later.of the East German

] lmcal prisoners at the’ Vorkuta

{army could master, The second

-orgaiiized a- geperal strike, car-

litical R

. By Murry Weiss

What kmd of a revolutxon 1s
takmg place m Hungary an |

Poland" Thls rs certamly thel

main' question ‘that preoccuples“

the attention of the class-con-
sclous workers
and mosf pa 'cular ly ‘the Pollsh
and Hungarlan workmg class
themselves .

Asxde fzorn the Kremlm, whom
nobody believes, it'is universally
recognized that revolution, in the
fullest sense of the term, is ex-
actly--what -is -taking ‘place - in-
,‘extent it 1s
acknowledged that Pol?nd is pass-
ing through a 1evolptlona1y pro-
cess——although With " respect: to
‘Poland one hears a good deal of
nonsense about “revolution’from

above,” “revolution |belnnd closed
dioors,” “bloodless Jevolutaon !
ete., ete. j ety

‘If by xevolutlon we mean the

in hxstomc events, that 1Is, the in-

tense activity of the “broadest |

working masses for the purpose
of effecting fundamental social
and . pohtxcal changes, then cer-
tamly we are Wltnessmg genu-
ine revolutions in both Hungary
and Poland.

And for anyone who does not
wish to close his eyes to reality
in favor of’ nurtuung a. dogma,
it .is clear that a révolution is

throughout Eastem Europe

PREPARATION
SINCE 1933

We Trotskylsts were not un-
prepared for - thig" 1evolumon
Since 1983 we have been prepar-
ing for ity outbreak analyzing
its character, tracmg its approach
in every mew sy'mptomatrc event
and - elwboratmg its’ program.
After the bureaucratic and mili-
tary integration of Eastern Eu-
rope into the social, economic
and political structure of the So-
viet Union the 1nternat10nal Trot-
skyist ‘movement ~brought its
analysis of the approathing rev-
olution up to date and gave a full
appreciation-of the role the coun-

play in if.

More recently, smce 1953 we
have —analyzed the actual out-
break of the revolution agamst
the Stalinist bureaucracy in a

‘1953 East German general ‘strike,
which arose on the background

a-number of countrits of Eastétn
Europe and -particularly ' Czecho-

upnsmg in the strike of the po-

forced-labor mining camps with-
in the Soviet Union; the June 28,
1956, general strike and work-
ers’ uprising in Poznan, Poland;
the events of Oct. 19-21 week-
end in Warsaw and throughout
Poland; and, since Oct. 23 the
Hungarian workers’ revolution,
supported by the students, sol-
iers and peasants.

In addition to mterpretmg
these direct manifestations of in-
dependent working class action
as part of an approaching rev-
olution that will overthrow  the
Soviet bureaucracy, the Trostky-
ists evaluated the catastrophic
crisis within the ranks of the
bureaucratlc caste itself as noth-
ing but the result of the revolu-
tionary mood that has ‘captured
the working masses of the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe The
most important expressiop of this

internationally | ;

the June 17,|

Kremlin Counter-Revolution in Action

Hunganan workers inspect two Russian artillery pieces in street’ after Oct 28 uprising.

’ United " Press reporter Russell Jones said, “The areas of destruction, the buildings -most desper-

' ately defended and the dead themselves are the most eloquent proof’ that this’was a work-

ers"upnsmg. “g’ was the workers’ tenements that Soviet siege guns smashed, factory btuld-
mgs that became forts and the tired shabby men. . . who died by the thousands.”

cmsxs was the 20th Congress of
the Gommumst Party of the So-
viet Union which heard the Khru-
shchey revelations, and the fev-

erxsh alternatxon and combmatlon,

of ‘congessions and repressions
that has characterized the pol-
xcy of ‘the post-Stalin regime.

Since ~1983, the Trotskyists
have analyzed the revolution that
will overthrow the Soviet bu-
reaucracy as a ‘“political revolu-
tion.” It 1s 1mportant to estab-
lish the precise content "of ‘this
concept  of- pohtrcal revolution
&nd check it against the "actual
revolutionary developments that
are - takmg place in’ Poland -and
Hungary

’I‘ROTSKY'S

EXPLANATION .

In his book, ‘The Revolution
Betrayed, Leon Trotsky said:

“The revolution which the bu-
reaucracy. is preparing against it-
selfi 'will not be social, like the
October revolution of 1917, It is
not a guestion this time of chang-
ing the economic, foundations of
society, .of replacing certain
forms of property with other
forms.”

Trotsky elaborated this theme
in. the Mexico City Dewey Com-
mission hearings on the Moscow
Trials - frame-up charges. In an-
swer to the-question from his
attorney Albert Goldman, “Why
de 'you say a political revolu-
tion?” he answered:

“Because in the past we knew
social revelutions - which were
also political. We take as an ex-
ample the great French Revolu-
tion, which was social and po-
litical. It changed the feudal
property forms into the bour-
geois forms of property. After
the great French Revolution, the

French people had the revolution

of 1830, 1848 and 1870. They
were political revolutions. A
bourgeois state, on the basis of
its own form of property, cre-
ated by the great French Revo-

| cracy

lutron, the great social revolu-
tion, changes its political state.
We see now in Russia to a cer-
tain degree how the proletariat
can repeat these experiences. By
the great October Revolution, the
proletariat created new [national-
ized and planned] forms of prop-
erty. These forms remain today
in spite of the bureaucracy and
its privileges. But the bureau-

form of preoperty, menaces the
poﬁtlcal and moral life of the
proletariat, It makes inevitable
‘a conflict between the proletariat
and the bureaucracy. The over-
throw of the bureaucracy is only
a political revolution, because the
proletariat Wlll not be obhged to
change the form of property. 1t
will adjust that to the genuine

interests' of the ‘masses ‘and not

the bureaucracy »
THE PROGRAM
OF REVOLUTION

-~ In the same ‘comnection Trot--

.sky quoted a paragraph from a
motion passed at a conference of
the Fourth Internahonal held
July, 1936:

* “The working class of the
USSR has been' robbed of the
last possibility of a legal we-
formation of the state. The strug-
gle against the bureaucracy nec-
essarily becomes a revolutionary
struggle. True to the traditions
of Marxism, the Fourth Inter-
national decisively rejects indi-
vidual terror, as it does all other
means of political adventurism.
The bureaucracy can be smashed
only by means of the goal-con-
scious movement of the masses
against the wusurpers, parasrtes
and oppressors.”’

In the Revolution Betrayed
Trotsky outlines the fundamental
elements of the program of - the
political revolution, although he
carefully notes that its precise
form will depend “to a great ex-
tent upon the moment when it
breaks out, upon the level which

itself menaces the new

the country has then attained, and
to a great degree upon the in-
ternatlonal pohtlcal situation.”
However, in Its mam outlmes he
elucidated the program as” fol-
lows:

© It is not a question of substi-.
tuting one ruling .clique for an-
other, but of changing. the very
methods wof  administering the
economy. and guiding the. culture
of  the country. Bureauecratic
autocracy must give place to So-
viet democracy. A restoration of
the right of criticism, and a
genuine freedom of electrons, are
necessary condltlons for the fur-
ther development of the country.
This assumes a revival of free-
dom of Sovret partles, beginning|
with' the party of the Bolsheviks,
and a resurrection of the frade
unions, The bringing of democra-

cy into industry means a radical

revision of plans. in the inter-
ests. of the toilers. Frep discus-
sion of economic .problems will

decrease, the overhead expense of

hureaucratic rmstakes and zig-
7ags, Empensrve playthmgs——pal-y
aces of Soviets, new theaters,
show-off subways — will be
crowded out in favor of work-
ers’ dwelllngs ‘Bourgeors norms
of distribution” will be confmed
within the limits of strict neces-
sity, and, in step with the growth
of social wealth, will give way to
socialist equality. Ranks will be
immediately abolished. The tinsel
of decorations will go into the
melting pot. The youth will re-
ceive the opportunity to breathe
freely, ¢riticize ; make mistakes,
and grow up..Science and art will
be freed of their chains. And,
finally, foreign policy will re-
turn to the traditions of ' revolu-
tionary internationalism.”
THE NATIONAL
QUESTION
‘wasequently, in 1939, Trotsky
wrote a series of artrcles in which
he analyzed the - enormous role
that would be played by the na-

... Hungarian Labor Showdown

(Continued from Page 1)
crowd  around him bv.mst mto
laughter.” The Kremlin's slander
that the Hunganan revolution is
fascist is a source of unendin
sarcasm for the’ embattled Work-
ers of Budapest. ‘

" TThis general strike in the face
of martial law marks the open-
ing of the Kremlin’s third at-
tempt to smash the Hunganan
Revolution, * The - first -attempt
took place on Oct. 23 when Hun-
garian secret polxce opened fire
on 'a peaceful demonstration of
students and workers. But what
the Kremlin's puppets thought
would be a preventive bloodlet-
ting, that would nip the revolu-
tion in the bud, led on the con-
trary to a general uprising that
neither police nor the Russian

all-out assault came on Nov. 4
when heavily reinforced Russian
tanks and troops moved into
Budapest and by dint of mili-
tary superiority defeated the
workers’ militias and ¢verthrew
the Nagy regime.

But this military victory failed
to solve the situation. The pup-
pet regime of Kadar, installed by
Russian bayonets, failed to com-
mand any popular support. Nor
could Russian military might
terrorize the workers into sup-
porting it. The allegiance of the
whole population went to the
workers’ councils which had
sprung up in the very first days
of the revolution. These councils

ried on political agitation and

port “of the Hungarian people
.and Kadar had the support of

cede the Council’'s two principal

their primary demands again.

finally entered into negotiations
‘with the Kadar “government.
"The .sﬁ:uatmn became  stale-
mated. The Central Workets’
Council of Budapest had the sup-

the Soviet army. When after
weeks  of striking, it appeared
that the Kremlin would not con-

demands—-w1thdrawal of all Rus-

sian ‘troops and restoration of}

the Nagy government, the Coun-
cil, without abandoning these de-
mands, offered others as a com-
promise, These were of an or-
ganizational mnature that could
only mean legalizing the status
quo - of two governments—that
of the workeérs” councils and that
of Kadar. This meant in effect
gwmg the councils' time to or-
ganize | better till they could press

The Kadar regime, whose every
move, is dictated from the Krem-
lin, used the period of negotia-
tidn to reconstitute the huge
secret police force which was the
bulwark of the pre-revolution
government, On Dec. 7 and 8
widespread arrests of leaders of
the workers’ councils took place
throughout Hungary.

On Dec. 8 the Central Workers
Council of Budapest demanded
that arrested workers’ councll
leaders, who were by then known
to total at least seyeral hundred,
be released and such arrests
stopped. It demanded that Ka-
dar broadcast an answer that

night.” In answer, the Russian

army poured remforcements “into
Budapest,

On Dec. 9 the Budapest Work-
ers’ Council called a nation-wide
geheral strike for Dec. 11 and
12, Immediately the Kadar re-
gime decreed dissolution of all
regional, county and city work-
-ers’ councils, institution of mar-
tial law and summary execution
of anyone found with weapons
in hand.

“Why has the Kremlin decided
on this desperate step?” asks
the Christian Science Monitor
correspondent in Vienna (Dec.
10),and gives the following reply:
“The short answer is that in
the Central Workers Committee
the Soviets are not atbacking a
'strike leadership but an under-
ground countergovernment. This
workers movement claimed to
speak not only for the factories
but for the whole Hungarian
people. It has raised its voice not
only to redress economic griev-
ances but to express the funda-
mental political demands for lib-
erty and democracy which were
enshrmed in the omgmal revolu-
tion.”

The Kremlin faces another
danger which the experience of
German armies of occupation
has made so famous, If power
held by the workers in the cities
is smashed, they may resort to
guerrilla warfare in the forests
and mountains. It is known that
in several parts of Hungary such
guerrilla bands already exist—
remnants of the revolutlonary

militias’ that were defeated in

the cities and towns by the Rus-
sian army in the week follow-
ing the Nov. 4 attack.

It is reported that for the 48-
hour .general strike large num-
bers of armed workers went into
the hills north of Budapest, com-
prising @& sort of tentative guer-
rilla army. The New York Times
of Dec, 12 reports “Maj. Gen.
Bela Kiraly, who was second in
command of the rebel forces who
held out long in the Killian bar-
racks, is said to be directing it
[bulldmg of a guerrilla force].
He is szid to have built up a gen-
eral staff including a Yugoslav
expert on partisan warfare and a
number of junior Yugoslav of-
ficers.”

“It should be noted that Yugo-
slav policy towards Hungary
seems to have taken a turn since
Kadar’s move to smash the
workers’ councils. Till then Tito’s
regime had tried to sit on the
fence working for a compromise
between Kadar and the workers.
Now it has assailed Kadar* 'S, ie.
the Kremlin’s, latest move in ex-
tremely bitter terms.

A more certain form of sup-
port for the Hungarian workers
conmesd from Poland where a num-
ber of demonstrations, some of
which clearly were in solidarity
with the Hungarian workers’
councils, have taken place, Rep-
resentatives of 30,000 steel work-
ers in Poznan, Poland, where
the demonstrations took place
last June, passed resolutions de-
manding withdrawal of Russian
troops from Hungary.

@tional question in the polltical

| revolution.
“The Thermidorian reaction
[Stalinism],” Trotsky wrote,

“crowned by the Bonopartist bu-
reaucracy, has thrown the toil-
ing masses far back in the na-
tional sphere as well. The great
masses of Ukranian people are
dissatisfied with their mnational
fate and wish to change it drastic-
ally. It is this fact that the revo-
lutlonary polltlclan must, in con-
trast to the bureaucrat and the
sectarian, take as his point of
departure.”

For Trotsky the “revolutionary
national uprising” of an op-
pressed people under rule of the
Sovxet ‘Great Russian bureaucra-
cy “represents nothing else but
a single segment of the political
revolution.” He advocated that
the working class of the /Soviet
Union champion the national free-
dom aspirations of the ‘subju-
gated minorities and by their
class action “drive the revolu-
tionary movement. forward and
increase the specific weight of the
ploletanan vanguard.”

“In" reply to ‘objections ° that
autonomy “for . the nations op-
pressed by Stalinism would dis-
rupt the all-Soviet economic plan,
Trotsky said:

“It is 1mperm1ssrble to forget
that the plunder and arbitrary
rule’ of the bureaucracy consti-
tute. an important integral part
of the current economic plan, and
exact a heavy toll from the

| Ukrainé Tand all the other op-

pressed nationalities~——MW], The

| plan must be drastically revised

first and foremost from this

'standpomt ‘The outlived  ruling

caste “is systematically destroy-
ing the country’s economy, the
army and the culture; it is an-
mhllatmg the flower of the pop-
ulation and pleparmg the ground
for catastrophe.’ The heritage of
the revolution ‘can be saved only

by. an overturn, The bolder. and

more resolute is the policy of
the proletarian vanguard on the
national question among others,|
all the more successful will be
the revelutionary overturn, all
the lower its overhead expense.”

PERMANENT .
REVOLUTION

Trotsky’s concept of the po-
litical revolution can be under-
stood in its fullest and richest
content ‘only if weé view it as an
application of the theory of per-

manent  reyolution..to the Dprob-

lems of the degenerated and de-
formed workers states. Dialectic-
al thought abhors ‘the " method

which! attempts to force social|

reality into the mold of immuta-
ble formal categories. It is im-
possible, for example, to grasp
the essential movement of the
Hungarian revolution from the

standpoint of the fixed catego-

ries: bourgeois democratic revo-
lution, * socialist revolution,” po-
litical revolution, The law of un-
even and combined development,
which Trotsky described as the

most general law of history, op-|}

erates with panticular force in
the epoch of the world socialist
revolution.

The failure of the bourgeome
to fesolve the tasks of its revolu-
tion—because of the belated de-
velopment of capitalism in coun-

| tries ,of ' the eculturally and eco-

nomxcally backward areas—im-
posed on the proletariat of these
counfries the - tagk. of solvmg
bourgeors democratic problems
through ‘its own socialist reyolu-
tion. The Russian proletarxat was
placed  in’ this position when 'it
‘made its revohition in October,
1917. “For this  historic privi-
lege,” Trotsky observed, “it must,
according - to all evxdences, pay
with .a seeond supplementary
revohition — agamst bureaucratlc
absolutism.”

The Hungarian and Polish Rev-
olutrons are faced ‘with an even
more complex combination of his-
toric tasks. Hungary and the
other countries of Eastern Europe
never ‘solved the bourgecis dem-
ocratic problem of national lib-
eration. They remained "subject
to the rule of Western imperial-
ism through oppressive native
regimes. representing semi-feudal
landlords. and foreign-dominated
capital. With the entrance of the
Red Army in 1944-45, the social
overturn began. But it was not

.consummated through the social-

ist revolution of the proletarian
masses allied with the peasantry.
The degenerated workers state of
the Soviet Union subordinated
the elimination of capitalist and
landlord property forms to a rig-
idly restricted bureaucratic and
military process. The social rev-
olutionary activity of the masses
was aborted, stifled and strangled
under the regime of the Krem-
lin’s satraps.

THE REVOLUTION
WAS INCOMBLETE

Thus, unllke the case - of Russia,
the socxahslt revolution was never
carried through in the complete
and thoroughgomg mapner made
possible by the mass revolutaon-
ary’ action “of the workers. The
most strlkmg aspect of "this in-
completenéss is the failure’ of the

 Hungarian people“t6 ‘achieve its

national - independence under the

ution?

leadership of a socialist working
class,

Hungary fell under the ruler-
ship of the Kremlin oppressors.
The deepgoing aspiration of the
Hungarian people for national
liberation, never realized under
capitalism, remained wunrealized
under the rule of the Muscovite
bureaucracy. The bourgeois dem-
ocratic task of achieving a free
national development, a task the
Hungarian working class  was
prevented from accomplishing by
the interference of the Soviet bu-
reaucracy, now becomes inter-’
twined with the tasks of the po-
litical revolution.

Here we see the manner in
which the bourgeois democratlc
revolution, the socialist revolution
and the political revolution are
combined and compressed within
the current political revolution in
Hungary.,

This wunderstanding of the
character of the political revolu-
tion, while it may be unpleasing
to lovers of simplified and rigid
categories, corresponds fully. to.
the real character of the actual
historical development of the
revolution with all its complex
interlacing of the social, economie’
and political tasks of different
epochs into.the reyvolution of the
modern working class in the So-
viet onbit countries.

Of what importance then is the
distinction between the social and
-political revolution? It is of de»
cisive importance—ag the experi-
ence of the Polish and Hungarian
revolutions is demonstrating.
The Trotskyist concept of po-
litical revolution js being real-’
ized in life by the Hungarian
workers who demonstrate the
highest degree of revolutionary
understanding of this problem.

The Kremlin liars, in their .at-
tack on the Hungarian workers,
have aimed precisely at the key
question when they charge that
the workers have been misled into
fighting against the bureaucracy
under - the leadership of .those.
who are actually aiming at the
Yestoration of capitalist private
property. By this charge the So-
viet bureaucrati¢ rulers are. say-
ing, in effect, that the workers
are mcapable of defending the
progressive social acquisitions-of
the October Revolution—the na-
tionalized and planned economic

L] g
The Mindszenty-~<.
Legend

Russell Jones, United Press
reporter, until recently in-
Budapest, gives new. evidence:
te explode the myth that | .
Cardinal Mindszenty of Hun-
gary was given a hero’s wel-
come by the revolutionary:
fxghters m Budapest- “Con-.
‘trary to reports “of bare-
headed men = and kneeling
women lining the streets as
the cardinal returned, few if
any Hungarians knew at first
he had been freed and the
streets were deserted,” The
capitalist press played up the
~Cardinals role to conceal the’

pro-socialist character of the
" revolution, :

structure. They are saying that
the ‘only trustworthy guardian
of these social forms is the bu-
reaucracy and that any attempt
to overthrow the bureaucracy is
ipso facto an attack on soc1a1ued
ploperty

WHAT WORKERS
ARE FIGHTING FOR

The Hungarian workers, how-
ever, ag all testimony is proving,
are completely clear on this ques-
tion of the defense of national-
ized property in industry. Among
literally - hundreds of replorts,
from every possible source, we
need cite only one witness, the
last correspondent from the West
to leave Budapest, Russell Jones,
who writes Dec. 10 for . the
United Press:

“Believe mnone of the stories
that this was a misguided upris-
ing fomented to restore the great
estate owners of the Horthy
regency or the industrial .mag-

who was fighting and heard w1t§\
my ears why they fought. . .V
The fiercest fighters were the
workers, the proletarians. . . The
areas of destruction, the bmld-
ings most desperately defended
and the dead themselves are the
most eloquent proof of this. It was
workers’ tenements that the So-
viet siege guns smashed, factory
buildings that became forts and
tired shabby men with broken
shoes and homy hands of the
laborer who died by the thou-
sands . . The chairman of -the
workers council at the Csepel
iron and steel plant with 38,000
workers, biggest m the country,
said: ‘These are our factories.
We will fight to the death to hold
them. But we will continue plant
maintenance because we want to
work here again. %%,

[First of a series on Problems of '
the ‘Political “Revolution, Watch

formnext intallment.]

nates. I saw with my own eyes L
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These are expressed in fite

Hubert Humphrey aml Civil nghts

"It is 80 years since. Congress has
enacted any civil rights legislation. Re-
ports mnow coming from Washington
clearly indicate that unless there is mas-
sive intervention on the part of the Negro
and labor movements this reactionary

“record will be stretched to 81 years.

During the past election campaign the
liberal Democrats, sparked largely . by
Senator Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota,
corralled a goodly number of votes with
the promise that in this session of Con-
gress they would put up a real fight for
the passage ‘of civil rights legislation.
They also pledged to fight on the opening
day of Congress for amendment of Rule
22. This rule, which permits unlimited
debate, lays the basis for the filibusters
Whlch have been used to talk civil rlghts
b1lls to death.

- Even after the elect1on the ' liberal
Democrats kept up the pretense for a
brief period that they were really going
to make the fight on Rule 22. ‘Organiza-
tion of a bi-partisan group to win passage
of the amendment was announced and it
almost appeared that this time Humphrey
and his cohorts meant business.

Ag was to be expected, the Democratic

JEader in the Senate, Lyndon Johnson of
T.exas, announced his firm opposition to
any efforts to revise Rule 22. The Ameri-
‘cans for Democratic ‘Action then opened
fxre on Johnson, proposing that he “step

Brldges Urges

" Harry Bridges, West Coast Longshore
leader has come out with a clear statement
calhng for a.break with both the Repub-
dican and Democratic parties and for the
formation of labor’s own independent
. party In the Nov. 9 Dispatcher, paper of
‘ the 1ndependent International Longshore-
men’s and Warehousemen’s Union, Bridges
says: |
_ “The so-called two-party system is really
a pohtlcal prison as far as the working
-people are concerned. Whether ‘they travel
....-h.oneparty orwith. the other they-know
that ‘they’ll end up at the same dead end
‘when it comes .tp matters and issues.of
‘eoncern to workers and thelr families. We
qught to face the facts about these two
‘parties in our country.”

In opposition to the policy of most AFL-
CIO leaders as well as the leadership of
the Communist Party, Br1dges said: “The-
Workmg people can’t expect to play a real
irole in American political life so long as
‘they’re hogtied into the Democratic party.
Nor, T believe, is there any real chance to

ichange or rebuild the Democratic party
'from within.”
' In the last election, Bridges expressed
h1s dissatisfaction with the official poli-
. «tical policy of the labor movement by an-
mouncmg that he would register Repub-
Tican. (At the that time we criticized this
- step as a futile and self-defeating ¢ourse
£or the workers. In contrast to this solu-
‘tion by Bridges, Vincent Hallinan, prom-
Jnent labor attorney in San Francisco,

N

aside” during the debate on Rule 22. A
movement was immediately rallied in. the
Senate. in defense of Johnson. Who are
the leaders of this movement? None other]
than the liberal Democrats headed by
Humphrey and Kefauver.

Humphrey told the press, Dec. 8, “I am
a warm friend of Lyndon J ohnson and I

hold him in the highest regard. I will|

support him as the best man for our leader
‘in the Senate.” Kefauver added, “Me too.”

“Best man” Johnson has been a con-
sistent supporter of the racists in the
Senate. He has vigorously opposed anti-
lynch anti-poll tax and FEPC bills. The
support now extended to him by the
liberal Democrats exposes the repeated
claim that it is-an alliance of just the
Republicans and Dixiecrats which has
prevented passage of civil rights legisla-
tion. With their-defense of Johnson, the
liberal Democrats have again demon-
strated that in actual fact it is a three-
way Congressional conspiracy against the
Negro people.

In his Dec. & statement “fighting”
Senator Humphrey said: “We will ask our
Southern friends to at least give us a
vote on the issue” of <ivil rights. And
that’s pretty much the way the shell game
operates. Humphrey s “Southern friends”
will let him enter an utterly meanmgless
vote in the record for use in the mext
election campaign.

Labor Party

and former candidate for President on the
1952 Progresswe Party slate, called for a
clean-cut break of labor with all _capitalist
party politics.

Hallinan at that time said there was no
more chance for working people to reform
the Democratic party in the interests of
labor than “one who is swallowed by a
whale has of altering its course.” A good
number of former Progressive Party lead-
ers like Clifford T. McAvoy, the former
American Labor Party candidate for

_Mayor of New York m 1953, took the

game pos1tlon
Hallinan and McAvoy called for sup-

" port -to Farrell Dobbs, Socialist Workers

Party candidate for President in 1956,
as a principled step in support of the
policy of independent working eclass so-
cialist politics. Despite their differences
with the SWP on a number of important

questions they felt that it was high time|

socialists and independents in the U.S.
began to vote according to their convie-
tions and not continue to play the hopeless
two-capitalist-party game.

Bridges declaration in the Dispatcher
comes as a welcome reinforcement of the
movement toward independent political
action. He is absolutely correct when he
says: “Labor needs its own fighting pro-
gram and its own party to carry this pro-
gram forward. Anything less than this
will continue the present two-party setup
which is a political prison for the aspira-
tions of the working people and the de-
mocracy of the nation.”

- Deutscher Echoes Kremlin Lles

- Isaac Deutscher, British author of books
-and articles on the Soviet Union and
‘Eastern Europe -is an exawple of the
stubborn schematist who has decided to

T‘follow his novel theories wherever they
may lead him and brutally distort the
facts that cross his path. _

“Deutscher is an exponent of the idea

that the changes that are taking place in
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe
“since Stalin died, are the result of the
.enlightened.activity of the Soviet bureau-
cracy - which-has undertaken to reform the
*political structure of the country

Deutscher describes the rise of Stalin-

. ism as the realistic, if somewhat dis-
* tasteful adaptatlon made by Bolshevism
to the grim fact of Russia’s backward-
‘ness, isolation and capitalist encirclement.

Through * Stalin, Deutscher holds, Bol-
shevism — by resorting to “primitive
rmagxc” — forced the Russian people to

industrialize their country. The methods
used were “deplorable,” Deutscher admits
— but historically “inevitable.”

With the modernization of Russia, the
Deutscher schema continues, “Bol-
shevism” had no further use for these
deplorable methods. Whereupon the new
progressive developments in the economic
base: of Soviet society happily registered
themselves in the superstructural brain

~of Stalin’ s heirs, and Malenkov, Khrush-

chev and Co. decided to democratlze and .

llberahze the government structure.
Certain circles in the capltallst West

Ry

_were 1ntr1gued by Deutschers view that

since the Kremlin was now preoccupled
with internal problems of democratization

_ it would be amenable to mutually agree-

able settlements of international ques-
tions and that. therefore a policy of
peaceful coexistence should be pursued by
the West. On the other hand, his theories
offered a handy rationalization to the
Stalinists: it explained away their past
crimes and justified their continuation in
power as the motive force of a “revolu-
tion from above.”

The only thing Deutscher’s schema
failed to take into account was (1) the
reality of a privileged bureaucratic caste
in the Soviet Union that would refuse to
peacefully remove itself from the scene,
and (2) the working class of the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe who would
launch a political revolution from below
to establish workers’ democracy and na-
tional freedom.

When the revolutions in Poland and
Hungary erupted in October to show the
clash of these two irreconcilable forces in
life, Deutscher wrote an article for the
Nov. 15 Reporter in which he picks up
every one of the exploded Kremlin lies in
order to depict the situation in Hungary
and Poland as a choice between capitalist
counter-revolutlon or bureaucratic self-
reform. We will deal with Deutscher’s
falsifications in subsequent articles. Here
we only wish to take note of the
lugwbnous consequences of trymg to
serve a superficial schema in def1ance of

' actual h'v toncal developments.

By Damel Roherts

imprisonment passed Dec.. 12 by
a Yugoslav court against Mi-
lovan D]llas is a brutal infringe-
ment of democracy within the
working class movement. Dijilas’
“offense” was the publication of
an artlcle in the Nov. 19 New

cratic - weekly, outlining = his
views on the Polish and Hun-
garian events and predicting
that the Hungarian pattern
would be repeated in Yugoslavia|-
as well as the rest of Eastern
Europe.

Djilas is a hero of the Partisan
War that defeated the Nazis
and .that led to the creation of
a workers’ state in Yugoslavia.
Until 1954, he was Vice-Pres-
ident of Yugoslavia and a close
associate of * Tito’s. He was

pelled - from. the 'Communist
Partys Central - Committee for
his pohtlcal differences with. the
ma_]orlty Ultimately he was exs
pelied from - the.
Party. He then received an 18-
month suspended sentence.

TITO’S WAY
We Trotskyists disagree com-
pletely with Djilas’ political

Social Democracy. But we strive
to defeat Djilas politically
through open debate in the work-
ing class movement. Tito’s way
is the way of all labor bureau-
crats, who use pohce measures
to silence dissidents of whatever
pohtlcal persuasion for fear of
mvolvmg the working - class
ranks in .the discussion. This,
they fear, would "encourage the
workers .to take all affairs into
their own hands.

We strongly condemn Tltos
bureaucratic action. At the same
time we take issue with Djilag’
New Leader article on the fol-
lowing counts: »
(1) Djilas . .identifies - Com-
munism with the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy and sets the perspeec-
tive of the revolution through-
out the Soviet orbit as the “re-
placement of Communism by a
new system.” What kind of
system, he does not say, except
to define it as “freedom,” or
‘democracy

The identification of Stalinism
and Communism, or Leninism, is

kThe sentence of three years’

Leader, American. Social Demo-|

| to try to discredit genuine Com-

deposed. at that- time and ex-i-

Communist |

‘bureaucrats it “is Communism’s

ideology, which is that of thel:

‘is a parasitic social formation;

" The Trial of

assiduously for 30 years by
capitalist propagandists,
Democrats and Stalinists alike.

In the name of “Lemmsm,”
Stalin and his gang of privilege-
seeking office-holders crushed
workers’ democracy in the
USSR, murdered Lenin’s closest
co-workers, overthrew the Marx-
tst-Lemmst ideology and re-
peatedly sold out the interna-
tional working class movement
for the sake of status-quo deals
thh imperialism.

“As for capitalist and Social
Democratic propagandists, they
rproclalmed the identity of Stal-
inism and Communism in order

munism in the working class and
exploitive rule,

WORKER COMMUNISTS
‘Unquestionably many Hun-.
garian workers thought of their
revolution as - “anti:Communist”
hecause the Stalinists had desig-
nated the Kremlin’s tyranny -as
“Communist.” - The further ex-
periences of struggle will, how-

ever,  teach: these ‘workers thai
in rebelling against the Kremlin

program - that they mneed for
victory.

Indeed, thousands of worker-
CP members, who played a lead-
ing role in the Hungarian revo-
lution, fought at.all times con-
suously as Communists. ' This
was exemplified by one of the
last broadcasts of Radio Rajk
before it was suppressed by the
Kadar government. Radio Rajk
denounced this: Kremlin-appoint-
ed puppet regime and called for
continued struggle “in the fight-
ing spirit of Marxxsm-LemmSm ”
In spite of pessible differences
with them, we Trotskyists make
common cause with these work-
er-Communists .and not with
Djilas.

(2) Dijilas designates the
Stalinist bureaucracy in the So-
viet orbit as the “bureaucratic
class.” This would mean that the
working class should not defend
the wsocialized - property forms
prevailing in the Soviet orbit
against capitalism, since they
would lie at the base of new ex-
ploitive relations.

We know that the bureaucracy

that it devours' an enormous

ndden epoch It has been spread|

Social

in order to maintain capitalism’s

TITO

form of privileges; and that its
ryle is. monstrously. oppressive.!
The Hunganan and . Pohsh revo-
Iutlomsts, too, have “had  no
illusions ‘on that score. But the
bureaucracy is not the bearer of |
a new set of property relations.
It has usurped power on' the
basis of socjal forms created by
the Russ1an workmg class revo-
lution’ of ' October 1917,

DEFEND PLANNED
ECONOMY

‘Tt ds therefore no accident,
that almost by unanimous voice,
the workers in Poland’ and’ Hun-

not yield up the new property
forms.
tlonahzatlon of industry, of the
empropnatlon of capitalists and
landlords and of planned ‘pro-
duction as the social conquests
of the last ten years, They are.
not indifferent to these property
forms, at all, as they would be
if they acted on the logic of
Djilas’ definition of the bureau-
cracy. By estabhshmg workers’
councils in the factories, they
are completing and giving au-
thentic expression to the property
overturn carried out in bureau-
crati¢ fashion starting ten years
‘ago.

(38)  Djilas states the goal of
the revolution in Eastern Europe
to be achievement of *“political
democracy” and “freedom” with-
out further spelling out the class
content of such democracy.

the biggest lie of our entire lie-

portlon of “the revenue in the

This .is no academlc question.

F AR AR

‘lescence, I “suppose it failed .on

TAKE ‘A GIANT STEP, by
Louis Peterson was produced on
Broadway three years ago at a
cost of approximately $90,000. It
got‘ excellent reviews, but cloged
in about three weeks. An off-
Broadway theater group tried
again and this time it cost $6,000
(the actors agreed to work for
minimum salarieg, starting at $40
and going up to $70 for the star).
It has been playing at the Jan
Hus Auditorium for two months
and will probably have a long
and successful run. Prices start
at $1.15, and the people who ap-
preciate it can get in.

Tt.is a warm, lively and honest
portrayal of a Negro boy's ado-

Broadway because it was oo
honest and hit too close to home.
Broadway producers do not ob-
ject to plays about Negroes, as
long as they are presented as
happy, primitive people talking

.gxo life to movie audiences. Hol:

"Take a Glant Ste‘p'
Movmg Play of Negro Youth

By Joyce Cowley

if Negroes in a Broadway play
do have problems, they are gen-
erally the result of prejudice in
some remote region of the South,
far from enlightened areas like
New York City.

SOLD TO MOVIES

The locale of Take a Giant
Step is given as.a small New
England town, but it could easily
be Brooklyn, the Bronx, or any
white neighborhood in the North
where one or two Negro families
managed to “integrate.”

The play has just been sold to
the movies and will get a Hecht-
Lancaster budget production sim-
ilar to Marty. If ‘they are faith-
ful to the play, it will bring an
entxrely d1fferent view. of Ne-

lywood stories about Negroes are
usually even more primitive and
“folksy” than the Broadway vari-
ety.

Spencer Scott’s parents are edu-
cated, middle-class Negroes who

some kind of folksy dialect, Or,

(Continued from page 1)
power of the working class and
will be in a position to maneuver
with it,  This is the essential
meaning of the reactionary agree-
ment with Catholicism,

‘But Gomulka will- not
be able to maneuver against
the the aspirations of the work-
ers for long. All reports from
Poland underscotre the fact
that the workers are fully de-
termined to imake a clean sweep
of the old bureaucratic way of
life and to build a democratic
and independent Soviet Poland:

We cite an additional article
from the Polish press which
gives further 1nrs1ght on the mood
of the workers in that country.
Tribuna Wolnosci, weekend lit-
erary supplement of Tribuna
Ludu, in its Sept 30 issue (the
latest avallable in this country)
carries an article entitled “A
Lesson in Democracy.” The sub-
Ject is recent elections of “peo-
ples’ judges.” The author, Anna
Wyzsnacks, takes issue with those
“who w‘ant to do the thlnkmg for
the people” and try to. push

... Gomulka-Church Ties

have struggled to give their chil-

says “We must think who should
and who should not be elected. .

We are not imposing our will, we
are just laying down the slate.”
The writer cites this functionary
as an example of the fact that
“the cause of democratlzatlon
will meet the sharpest opposition
on the part of many. people exert—
ing a decisive influence on our
lives.”

She then reports the reaction
of this official when she phoned
him for the results of the elec-
tion in his dlstrlct “Can you just
imagine what a mess. The peo-
ple didn’t want to hear of our
proposals. They threw out our
whole slate. Not a single one of
our candidates turned up. on the
list of those. elected!” (This in-
cident, it should be remembered
took place BEFORE the October
revolutmnary days.)

“The orgamzers and election
reg'lstrars eomments the writer,

“received an object lesson on the
spot that it is today' no longer
possible to run thmgs by the old
system . Soon ‘the wholg ¢
try will lbe covered by a wave of

through “reliable” candldates
“She quote:

e R

| meetings devote
who' of peoples’ Jud‘ges.

to the e :btlon

dren the advantages which mid-
dle-class whites take for granted
—a comfortable home, a good ed-
ucation, They did not want their
boys to grow up in the Negro
slums, so they bought a home in
a white district. For many years,
they experienced mo wreal diffi-
culties., When the boys were
young, they were accepted as
part of the gang. But we meet
Spence when the gang has
reached dating age, and the trou-
ble starts. The girls object to
dating boys who have a Negro
pal (or at any rate, their moth-
ers object).

iSpence is gradually dropped by
his old friends and is completely

gro and V\/hlte commumtres o
& pal
MAINTAINS DEFIANCE g

He is angry and hurt, and he
rebels. He talks back in school
bécause a history teacher says
Negroes were “too lazy” to fight
for their own liberation in the
civil war., When the play opens,
he has just been expelled from
school. His parents insist he
must apologize to the teacher.
They tell him it’s the only way—
he’s ‘got to crawl and overlook
insults. They explain they had to
‘| accept this kind of humiliation
all their lives in order to give
him a good home and a good edu-
cation. He’s got to learn that he
is “just a colored boy.”

Spence refuses to learn. When
the play closes, he is still de-
fiant, determined not to accept
humiliation and insult in order to
get by in the white community.

The play offers no solution,
but it is @& frank and serious
presentation. Unlike many prob-
lem plays, it is mnot weighted
down by its thesis. It is written
with freshness and humor and
acted by an excellent and ob-
viously enthusiastic cast, The
staging, too, shows great inge-
nuity. While the use of one set
was probably motivated by the
need for economy, it has been
handled in a new effective man=
ner.

having a difficult struggle fi-
nancially; and they deserve sup-
port. But the best reason for
seeing the play is because it is
an outspoken, mterestmg and

| hxg'hnspmted produ

| WORKERS

gary have deelared that they ‘will |-

‘They. speak of: the na-|

alone, cut off from both the Ne-|

+ .| by -Communism' but the, *
ment of Communism by a rew|{

The group that produced Take|
the)| a Giant Step had—and is still

~of parliamentary
carried” over as ' a

The
democracy
capltahst political institution still
exists in every ome of the East

form

European countries, Even with
free ‘elections, this form would
enlarge the voice given to
bureaucrats, peasant politicians
(drawn as a rule from city
middle-class elements), mtel-
lectuals, Catholic priests — in
short,” the most" conservative
strata of the population ‘and the
ones most likely to either rein-
force the bureaucratic caste or
look backward to a restoration
of capltahsm.

At the same time, representa-
tion from the working  clags
tanks would be reduced. Further-

| more, the real work of govern-

ment would be carried on behind
the facade of parliament by the
| state bureaucracy.

DEMOCRACY -

As Lenin explained in The
State and Revolution, the work-
ing class needs a soviet type of
government to exercise its rule.
‘It needs workers’ democracy.
Such soviet-type forms ‘were

lution in every city. and region.
Today, the revolutionary strug-
gle against the Kremlin is con-
ducted by these councils; headed
by the Central Budapest Work-
ers Council. For a Leninist, hot
a call for an abstract “pohtxeal
democracy" is the program, but
government by the ° workers’
councils.

(4) Dijilas’ outlook is . na-
tionalistic. He sees ‘the achieve-
ment of  national mdependence
in' each East-European country
as the goal of the revolution. It
is true that the revolutions in
Hungary and Poland have begun
under the slogan of mnational
mdependence It is also true that
this is a highly progressive
demand, since the struggle for
national independence permits
the working class to take leader-
ship of the population in each of
these countries. But no country
can stand by itself economically
or militarily. The working class,
having come to power in one
country, must fight to extend
the revolution to others and
unite economically and militarily
with them. Else, the revolution
wil] be hurled back and the
workers will face reconquest by
the capitalist orbit or renewed
Kremlin domination. Stalinism
‘and Social Demeocracy alike
shun- the—international*working
clasy struggle like the plague.
By switching from iStalinism to
Social Democracy, Djilas stays
on the utopian ground of na-
tional solutions,

Leninism, on the other hand,
puts the international character
of the revolutionary struggle in
the forefront of its program. It
advocates voluntary federation
of existing workers’ states and
support for working class revo-
lutions over the entire globe.

(5) Dijilas praises Imre Nagy

Kremlin completely. It is true
Nagy broke with the Soviet
bureaucracy but he never gave
the slightest amount of leader-
ship to the workers in their
aspirations to create a regime of.
workers’ democracy.  Instead,
Nagy, representing one wing of
the bureaucratic caste allied
himself with bourgeois demo-
crats and even turned to Cardinal
Mindszenty for aid in propping
his. tottering regime. He wound
up also appealing to the UN for
military intervention.

To sum up: Djilas ealls not
for the replacement of Stalinism |

system” (unspecified); he: talks’
of a bueaucratic class, which
would indicate that the socialized
property in the Soviet orbit is
not necessarily to .be defended
against capitalism; he talks
vaguely of “political democracy”
rather than concretely of work-
ers’ democracy; his perspectives
are nationalist and not interna-

created by the Hungarian revo-|:
| ge Fruit, was unable to deliver

Diilas

tionalist; his model “pevolutions
ist” is Nagy, who never moved
toward the workers but cone
ciliated with capitalist restoras
tionist elements.

This, the Social Democratie
program in Eastern Europe, is a
thoroughly rightwing program
that would lead to the disaster of
Kremlin vnctory or capitalist
restoration if it were foisted on
the workmg dlass  of these
countries, ‘

.. . Montgomery

(Continued from page 1)
women, I don’t know what would
have happened in Tallahassee if
we hadn’t been able to point out
‘how you did it in Montgomery.”

Rev. F. L. Shuttlesworth from
Blrmmgham said, “The true
baby of democracy is now being

“I'born in the Cradle of the Con-

federacy, Birmingham is going
to follow you. And although the
mdustrlal heart of the South may
still be as black as coal and as
hard as steel, you have at least
given Dixie a heart.”

LiMlian.  Smith, author of Stran=

her scheduled address because
she was confined to her bed by
cancer. In her prepared speech,
entitled “The right way is not
the moderate way,” she wrote:
“There are people who react in
a similar way when they are told
they have cancer, They decide
to be moderate and do nothing.
Why? Because they are scared.
And because they are very
frightened, they convince them-
selves that if they do mothing
the cancer will go away. The
tragic fact is, neither cancer nor
segregation will go away while
you close your eyes. Both are
dangerous diseases because they
spread. The ecritical moment is
on us. Now is the time to deal
with it.” Miss Smith concluded,
“Thank you for what you are
doing for yourselves and what
your are doing also for the
entire South.”

A mass meeting has been an-
nounced for this coming Wednes-
day night, Dec. 12, to take up
current problems and discuss the
next steps of the dontmumg'
struggle.
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The urgent necessity for organized

‘defense against Southern white terrorism
:was underscored last week by the brazen

‘admissions of a Ku Klux Klanswan in a
telev1smn interview by Drew Pearson.

The transcript of the interview, made

available to the press by the author of
ithe syndicated newspaper column, Wash-
“ington-Merry-Go-Round, reveals that the
"Klan today is an armed conspiracy which
:aims to oppose by the use of terror
L(violence and threats of violence) the

~ (elimination of segregation.

In keeping with the conspiratioral

inature of the hooded order, the Klansman

‘kept his own identity secret. His answers

to Pearson’s questions, however, were

.quite frank and informative.

In response to Pearson’s questions about

the kind:.of - people who are joining the

Klan sinnce its revival.

Jeans . . .

“Mr. K.” said:
“Just ordinary Christian Gentile Amer-
policemen, firemen, school

teachers, mechanics, average citizens. . .
In cities outside of Atlanta . .. some
‘whole police departments belong ... . we
thave quite a few ministers . . . we have

services in their churches in robes . . .

Baptist preachers.”

United _States

On the purpose of the revived Klan

foday

. . . Since those nine buzzards on the
Supreme ‘Court have

abolished segregation and the Mason-

Dixon line we had to establish the Smith
& Wesson line.” (Smith & Wesson, he ex-

plained, is a popular brand of firearms.)

At the KKK meetings speeches deal
with “the Supreme Court, segregation,

and memberships that we need to control
the South.”

The Negro Struggle
By Jean Blake

For Organized Defense Against KKK

“We're had the Klan in the past we
have it today, and it will remain in
Georgia as long as we need it to malntam
white supremacy.”

The Klansman was also quite explicit
about the methods used by the KKK:

“We’re arming as fast as we can,” he said.

They get their guns from dealers in
Alexander City, Ala., and Atlanta, Ga.
They conduct cross burnings once a
week, carried out by a select few who
“are experts at it,”” and attended by
groups of about 150 “so we be sure to
outnumber the police.”

When they have a meeting with a
motoricade, not a cross puming, they
generally have a police escort.. “Not in
Atlanta, but in every other city besides
Atlanta and Savannah, Ga., cooperates
fully in providing a police escort. Some-
times they meet us at one city and leave
us at another.” ,

Mayor William B. Hartsfield and Ralph
MecGill, editor of the Constitution, are
considered too friendly to Negroes by the
Klan, and are candidates, “if we have to
make an example of somebody.”

The Klansman explained: “If one of
them was made an example of by putting
a little dynamite in their car or maybe
shooting ’em, the next time we wouldn’t
have to go to such drastic measures. A
word of warning would be sufficient.”

The Klan is armed ‘“not 100 per cent,
but we’re working -rapidly in that direc-
tion . . . individual members are joining
the National Riflemen’s Association,” the
Kluxer said.

Asked specifically, “What do you plan
to do with the arms?”, he replied, “Well,
if we're forced to we’ll have to use them.”

(To be continued)

HEAVEN WASN'T HIS DESTINATION —
The Philosophy of Ludwig Feurbach by W. B.
Chamberlain. The life and work of a man
known to American students primarily through
Marx’s and Engels’ references to him.

(originally $2.50) $1.00 [

MAGIC INTO SCIENCE — The Story of Pa-
racelsus by H. M. Pachter. A materialist his-
tory of the figure who inspired the Dr. Faustus
legend against the background of the Reforma-
tion and Peasants’ War. s

(originally $4.00) $1.00 [

THE SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY OF WILLIAM
MORRIS by Helmholtz-Phelan. How a great
English poet became a leader in the early
Marxist movement.

(originally $3.50) $2.00 [

WHITE COLLAR by C. Wright Mills, Pene-
trating study of the white collar workers in
the U.S., their social position, cultural out-
look, readiness for unionism. paper $1.75 O

SUPPRESSION OF THE AFRICAN SLAVE
TRADE TO THE U. S. by W.E.B. DuBois.
First major work of the great historian. A
mine of information for students of Negro
history. Out of print for decades.

(originally $6.00) $2.00 []
BLACK RECONSTRUCTION by W.E.B. Du-
Bois. The monumental study of the post-Civil
War South; fundamental work on subject. New
edition. (published at $6.50) $56.50 [

DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF THE NEGRO
PEOPLE IN THE U. S. edited by Herbert
Aptheker. 2 vols. (originally $9.00) $3.95 [7]

THE NEGRO FAMILY IN THE U. S. by E.
Franklin Frazier. A brilliant social study.
(originally $5.00) $1.95 [

THE NEGRO GHETTO by Robert Weaver.
Pattern and history of segregation in hous-
ing. (originally $3.75) $1.00 []

NEGRO LABOR by Robert Weaver. Discri-
mination in industry and gains made during
war. (originally $3.00) $1.00 [
NEGROES ON THE MARCH — A French-
man’s Report on the American Negro Struggle
by Daniel Guerin. Present state and perspec-
tives of fight for full equality. Best book on
sub,]ect paper $1.50

SLAVE MUTINY — The Revolt on the Schoon-
er Amistad by W. A. Owens. A page from
American history. (originally $4.00) $1.00 []
FETTERED FREEDOM by Russel Nye. What
happened to civil liberties during the. Aboli-
tionist agitation against slavery.
(originally $4.00) $1.00 [
GEOGRAPHY OF HUNGER by Josue de Cas-
tro. A famous scientist. gives the facts on mass
poverty throughout the world.
(originally $5.00) $1.25 []
THE EXPLOSION by Rainer Hildebrandt. The
uprising in East Germany in June 1953. Eye-
witness and participants’ accounts.
(originally $3.75) . $1.00 [
THE PHILOSOPHY OF HEGEL by W. T.
Stace. The best idealist exposition of the
Hegelian dialectic. Out of print for decades.
paper . $1.98
cloth $3.98[]

116 University Place

XMAS BOOK BARGAINS

(Use this ad as your order form)

cloth. $2.00 [],

(Add 15 cents per book for mailing charge)

Make checks and money orders payable to:

Pioneer Publishers

THE JEWISH QUESTION — A Marxist In-
terpretation by A, Leon. A history of the
Jewish people by an author who perished in
Hitler’s concentration camps. Best book on
subject. paper $1.00
‘ cloth $1.50 []
FERDINAND LASSALLE by David Footman.
An excellent biography of the early German
socialist leader. (originally $3.50) $1.00 [7]
JACK LONDON — AMERICAN REBEL. His
Social Writings. Edited by Philip Foner. An
anthology with excellent biography.
(originally $3.50) $1.95 [
CASE OF THE LEGLESS VETERAN by James
Kutcher. Story of the famous civil liberties
case written by the victim. paper $1.00 [7]
THE HAWK AND THE SUN by Byron Reece.
A novel by a white Southerner about a lynch-
ing in a small town. (originally $3.00)
$1.00 [
THE LONG DUSK by Victor Serge. Famous
Russian revolutionist’s novel of Hitler’s con-
quest of France and the beginnings of the
Resistance. (originally $2.75) $1.00 []
THE SIN OF THE PROPHET by Truman Nel-
son. Novel of Abolitionist Boston and deporta-
tion of fugitive slave Anthony Burns.
(originally $4.00) $1.00 [
HOMAGE TO CATALONIA by George Or-
well. A vivid account of revolution and coun-
ter-revolution in Loyalist Spain.
paper $1.25 []
FOUNDATIONS OF CHRISTIANITY by Karl
Kautsky., A Marxist classie,
(originally $5.50) $3.00 ]
KARL MARX AND THE CLOSE OF HIS
SYSTEM by Bohm-Bawerk, with a reply by
Rudolph Hilferding. The ablest economic criti-
cism of Marxism and a Marxist’s answer.
(originally $3.50) $2.00 []
THE LOGIC OF MARXISM by Wm. F. Warde.
A popular ‘introduction to Marxist philosophy.
(mimeographed, 73 pages) $1.00
WHAT IS ECONOMICS? by Rosa Luxem-
bourg. First English translation. (mimeograph-
ed, 54 pages, stiff covers) $1.00 [
HISTORY OF AMERICAN TROTSKYISM by
James P. Cannon paper $1.75
: cloth $2.75 []
THE STRUGGLE FOR A PROLETARIAN
PARTY by James P, Cannon paper $2.00
cloth $2.50 []

* % %
Books by Leon Trotsky

THE LIVING THOUGHTS OF KARL MARX
cloth $1.50 []

THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF THE COMIN-
TERN Vol. I (cloth only) $3.50 [
Vol. II (paper only) $3.00 [7]

both for $6.00 [

STALIN — A Biography cloth $6.00 [
THE REVOLUTION BETRAYED

paper $1.50 []
IN DEFENSE OF MARXISM cloth $2.50 []]

THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION — From Oec-
tober to Brest-Litovsk paper -$1.00 []

THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION
cloth $3.50 [

New York 3, N. Y.
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racial segregation in the Clinton,
tember. Lynch mobs, organized

Scene of Clinton School Fight

Negro students, above, began their heroic struggle against |

terrorized Negro and white youth as well as the school admlmstra-
tion to prevent integration of the' students.
Dec. 13, is back to normal with seven negro students present
under police protection. School had been closed for four days by a
renewed outbreak of racist v1olence.

Tennessee High School last Sep-|
by the White Citizens Councii,

School attendance,

| tember 1957, Even

Urge End to N.
School .ilm-Crow

By Dorothy Saunders

A demand that the Board of Education use zoning as

a “positive force. for integration in schools” was made
Dec. 9 by a Brooklyn conference representing 40 organiza-

tions in the borough. The con~
ference was sponsored by the
Brooklyn -Urban League,

A unanimously adopted resolu-
tion demanded that Junior High
School 258 be integrated by Sep-
before it
opened last September, this new
school became the focal point of
a -city-wide fight for integra-
tion. Located on the borderline
of the Negro community of Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, the Board of
Education has deliberately as-
signed students to it almost ex-
clusively from the public schools
in the Negro area., There are vir-

On Regroupment
Editor: :

The report of Nikita S. Khru-
schechev, delivered at the 20th
Congress of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union, Feb. 24-25,
when viewed by itself as a po-
litical document, leaves much to
be desired by any serious Marx-
ist student.

But again when this selfsame
document is wviewed from the
standpoint of its world-shaking
effect on the Communist parties,
both within the Soviet orbit and
throughout the capitalist coun-
tries, it has struck with an im:
pact far out of proportion to any
political truth or wisdom con-
tained in the document itself. The
Khrushchev report must be as-
sessed, not so much by what it
reveals but rather by what it
attempts to conceal, distort, and
cover up’ by loud confessionals
and breast beating on the part
of recently “reconstructed” So-

viet bureaucrats.

Undoubtedly, this belated res
port of Khrushchev's was :the
spark that touched off the pow-
der keg in Hungary—the condi-
tions actually existing in the
lives of Hungarian workers, of
course, being the prime mover,

Reporis on Yole
For the SWP

Figures on the Socialist
Workers Party vote in the
presidential election are still
unreported for the most part.
The New York Times Dec. 9
gave an incomplete and wun-
official estimate of 5,717 as
the national SWP vote. How-
ever, on the basis of partial
and unofficial reports from
New Jersey, Pennsylvania |
and Minnesota alone the vote |
is already over that figure.
The most complete report
has come from New Jersey
'where the vote  for Farrell
Dobbs and Myra Tanner
Weiss now stands over 4,100.
The figures from Pennsyl-
vania, with only two counties |
reporting, is 689. And the un-
official total from Minnesota
is 1,098. Wisconsin, where the
SWP was on the ballot, has.
no report as yet. None of the
istates where the SWP ran
write -in  campaigns have
reported,

‘the

| Our Readers Take

{Here in America the impact of
the Khrushchev revelations has

‘| been no less startling ‘and re-

verberating than they have heen
inbernatlonally, especially  since
the events in Poland and Hun-
gary have added emphasis and
validity to the revelations.

The American C.P., which al-
ready was being torn and weak-
ened by the class-collaboration-
ist policies of the top “leader-
ship” and was rapidly losing
ground among ‘the American
working class and Negro people,
has been rocked to its very foun-
dations by the Khrushchev report
and the events in the Soviet
border states,

To this writer, the above pro-
vides no solutions to any of the
problems of the American work-
ing class, but merely serves to
state the problem itself: the
problem of the vanguard of the
American labor movement. It
should be patent to all serious
Marxists that the. American C. P.
can no longer be looked upon as
the vanguard of the American
proletariat. It should be equally
clear that the S.W.P. is yet too
small to assume the role of van-
guard to the extent that is re-
quired in the present conditions
of political backwardness of the
American proletariat,

The decay and practical liqui-
dation of the 'American C. P.
therefore leaves the :American la-
bor movement more or less at
“mercy” of -the labor bu-
reaucrats and the reactionary
political machines of the cap-
italist class, except for the small
but growing voice of the S.W.P.

The role of the IS.W.P. in the
recent election campaigns, and
its correct approach to he ques-
tions of foreign policy, segrega-
tion and other vital issues, has
immeasurably enhanced its posi-
tion as a vanguard fighter in
the class struggle. As a result,
it kas won over a large number
of former C. P, members to its
ranks, besides winning new ad-
herents from the ranks' of the
non-political masses of labor and
Negro people.

The question of realignment of
the left therefore resolves itself
to. the question of building the
vanguard of the. proletariat, of
‘actually leading the American
working ‘class in its day to day
struggles and giving a socialist
consciousness and direction to the
struggle. We will not merely as-
similate the American C, P. We
will replace it as the vanguard

into the assembly hne operating
under brutal speed-up condi~
tions. Getting a drink of water
becomes a major problem and is
regularly discussed at wunion

the line won’t permit it. The
union paper reports, “No oné
outside of GM will believe that
men still have to fight to go te
the toilet in the 20th Century
and that foremen will follow
‘them when they go.”

Leonard Woodcock, director
of the UAW GM Department
stated that GM “seeks to pit
plant against plant and take
away the gains one local union
may have made as against
another.”

Local 595 Shop Bulletin-No. 80
distributed last September in]
discussiong the local’s speed-up
grievances showed how the other

same problems, for instance:
“Doraville, Ga. Production stan-
dard disputes (bureaucrat’s term
for speed-up) are on the in-
crease. Company has been mak-
ing wholesale suspensions. Local
has had 540 cases appealed in

meetings; the killing speed - of ]

fecent montha.”

{ o

..Seek S trike Authorization

In its headline story, the
December 595 Assembler gives
its  strike negotiations report. It
affirms that strike or no strike
little can be done about condi-
tions. now. The reason is that
although three months ago the
seven BOP locals met in Detroit,
these questions are posed by the
Assembler: “Why weren’t the
shop chairmen  of the seven

‘plants - called together to work

out a unified BOP agreement?
| Why was GM permitted to eat
us up piecemeal? What is
unionism for if not unity?”

The article continues, “For
reasons unknown to us, the GM
department. of the unoin has
never seen fit to organize such
a council until recently. We
moved ahead under the assump-

tion that at long' last the BOP
Toeals eould begin to work to-

gether. However the ex-
pected policy never developed
and now we are left out on the
limb. We feel that a further ex-
planation is in order. If there is
bureaucracy, then those at fault
should be sent back to work in

.

| the factories so that they can get

a better idea of the things we
have to contend with” -

the Floor

of the working class, When we
actually lead the working class to
socialist consciousness there is
no place else for an honest Marx-
ist to go but to our banner.
The vanguard can be built only
on the basis of the class struggle,
not by regroupment alone,
J. B.
Seattle,

Sees Drawhack

Dear Sirs:

I have before me your book-
let, also your paper, The Mili-
tant, Both are excellent,

However, there is one draw-
back to this. I believe it is im-
possible to educate people who
insist on being dumb, and need-
less to say the system wants it
that way. They prefer that peo-
ple believe the saying that so-
cialism won’t work. I have often
mentioned the fact that we have
been unable to try it, so how can
we know it won’t work, The
powers that be are mot going to
poll the people. And it would
seem to this writer that a lot of
things are going to happen before
people will be able to find them-
selves, For as you know, the
magses are hamstrung and fear-
ful,

In fact, this fear is not un-
founded. There is the job situa-
tion and pensions, and people
fear to lose both. Then there is
the sneaky way of blacklisting
one through witch-hunters and
veiled threats. Only a few people
here and there refuse to bow
down to fear and complete de-
grading of the mind. The Middle
East troubles are always going
to be unless people here learn
that the bombs are used to kill
off those who oppose the ruling
class. The capitalist powers are
already so deep in this Middle
East mess, I don’t see how they
can do anything else but 'go on
with: whatever they have plan-
ned. The whole world knows
what. was perpetrated in Egypt.
Also there are some who know
it took some planning over a
period of months, Of course, I
suppose, Ike hoped France and
England would wait until after
the elections. Somebody’s timing

Wash.

' wias ‘wrong. Isnael was in a hurry.

And, of course, France and Eng-

land didn’t want Israel to get to

the Canal,

wants what belongs to some one

else. }

Yours for Justice and Peace,

Mrs. M. B.
West Virginia

Voted for Dobhs
Editor:

-I went to the polls to vote for
Dobbs and finding mno socialist
on the ballot T placed my sticker
right over Eisenhower’s name.
So the girl that was to put in
the tickets was searching every
ticket, and she saw my ticket.
She hollered, “Some one put on
a sticker!” There were two old
women as judges. One of them
said, “Who was it?” She says,
Mr., C. They are just putting
themselves in power by force.” I
checked up as I was just going
out the door., I said, “See that
you count it.,” They shut up like
clams. I came home and said to
myself, “This is a great free
country with their hands in your
pocket up to their elbows.”

Now comrades, I started with
the socialist 48 years ago and I
saw what was needed. We are a
divided class. Now, if we could

get all the socialist parties to
consider a labor party to build
it. up and take care of it and
quit being damn fools we can put
both parties to flight. All we
need is consciousness to make the
change,

L. B. C.

D—

It seems everybody.

tually no white students in at-
tendance.

It is the strong feeling of the
Negro community that in view
of the Supreme Court’s deseg-
regation decision, JHS 258 should
be wan integrated school, The
school’s Parents Association has
spearheaded the demand for in-
tegration. The Board of Educa-
tion has replied by promising to
make. JHS 258 a model school
for the Negro children of the
community, Many concessions
were made including an improved
cultural program, additional as-
sistants to the principal, a full
time guidance counselor, a vari-
ety of after-school .hobby. elubs,
ete. :
While welcoming these iaddi-
tional . services, the parents un-
derstand they are made in or-
der to derail their demand for
integation. They don’t want a
Jim-Crow school, even if it’s of
the “best kind,” The tactics of
the Board of Education has
served only to intensify their ef-
forts.

The mood of the Bedford-
Stuyvesant community was well
expressed in a Nov. 24 Amster-
dam News editorial, entitled “No
Time For Tears”: “We too, call-
ed for the resignation of Dr.
Jansen [chairman of the New
York City Board of Education],
and we are not backing down on
that call one inch no matter what
pressures are exerted. We said
it before, and we repeat it now,
a man who cannot integrate ONE
school in New York City is not
fit to be superintendent of a
one-room school in Mississippi to
say nothing of being supermtend—
ent of all the schools in New
York.”

At the conference, spokesmen

on the panel of zoning spoke lblt-
terly of the educational ghetto
created by the arbitrary school-
zoning pattern. They denounced
it as designed to keep the Negro
children Jim-Crowed in schoolg—
for the most part antiquated and
overcrowded. It was demanded
that these man-miade = zones
should be revised in‘ ac¢cordance
with the principle .of the ’Su-
preme Court decision.
Each of the other. panels. rec-
ognized that its grievances went
far beyond a fight for integrated
education and ' involved ~civil
rights in general, housing, the
courts, the city administration,
police and traffic regulations,
legislation and the budget =
'The interconnection of hhese'
issues was pointed to by Dr. Dan
W. Dodson of the New York Uni-
versity Center for Human Rela-
tions, who advocated social  ac~
tion and education on a .com-
munity level. “Let us practice
some Point 4 at home,” Dr, Dod-
son said, “for we learn best not
what we are taught but what we
live, 'Integrated education, - the.ve~ /
fore, is a primary prerequisite, of o
the curriculum of our youth.” P
A gatifying feature of the c*onp :
ference was the number .of ‘par-
mcxp’altmg organizations not only ’
of a national character;.like the
NAACP, the American Jewish
Congress, the B’'nai Brith, " the
ADA. and Negro fraternities, but -
also of local community obgam-
zations, These included various
church and intergroup: councils, -
chapters of the Parents-Teachers
Associations and block-lmprove-
ment associations.

The struggles in Montgomery,
Clinton and Tallahassee undoubt-
edly inspired much of the-activity
and discussion, But it was felt
by all that in addition to- solidar-
izing ourselves with these strug-
gles we had the challenge of Jim

Crow to meet in our own. city.

Capt. Mulzac Regams*
Full Seamen’s Papers

NEW. YORK, Dec. 11 — The
Seamen’s [Defense Committee
today announced that Captain
Hugh N. Mulzae, its chairman,
had received his validated sea-
men’s papers from the TU.S.
Coast Guard here.

Captain Mulzac had been
arbitrarily screened from the
U.S. merchant marine in 1950,

after having completed 40 years|
of sailing, starting as an officer|.

during World War I. As the
ffamed WNegro Captain of the
S.S. Booker T. Washington, a
liberty ship, during World War
II, he commanded the ship dur-
ing 22 convoy voyages.

A victory reception honoring
Captain Mulzae and the attor-
neys for screened seamen here,
Rabinowitz and Boudin, and
William Standard, will be held
at Yugoslav Hall, 405 W. 41 St.,
Saturday, Dec. 15, at 8:30 P.M.

This Dec. 15 is the 165th An-|:
niversary of the Bill of Rights.|

The Yugoslav Hall affair will
commemorate the occasion by
celebrating the capitulation of
the government. to the ruling of
the Ninth Court of Appeal in
San Francisco ordering the
validation of sc¢reened seamen’s
papers. It is estimated that over
2,000 seamen are involved in the
legal victory.

The Emergency ClVll Liber-
ties Committee, through its Na-
tional Council, will extend

greetings to Captain Mulzac and |
| the

“freed” seamen. Entertain-
ment. will be provided by an ex-
cellent Calypso group, Al Moss,

A Three-Monih Sobscription
To THE MILITANT

Only 50 Cents
118 University PL. N. Y. 3, N. Y.

Detroil
Children’s
Christmas Party

Games, prizes, gifts, refresh- ‘
ments followed by a
Slumber Party.

‘Sat., Dec. 22 -5t0o 8 P. M.

Eugene V. Debsg Hall
3737 Woodward =
Donation- 25 cents

o

Adult’s Christmas Party
8:30 P.M. to ?

For Information

Call TE 1-6135

>

‘ﬁl&

7t

and others. Admlssmn is $1 25
there will be no_ collection,
refreshments will -be avaliable at :
the bar. The publlc is 1nv1ted

-'h'\s,
CAPT. HUGH MULZAC

New York
Victory Reception = |
Celebrating the End of Coast |, -
Guard Screening and Paying |
Tribute to Capt. Hugh Mulzac:

And Seamen Defense Comr
‘mittee Attorneys. E L ey

Sat., Dec. 15 — 8:30 P M.
Yugoslav Hall
405 West 41st St

‘ L

Entertamment' :
Calypso Group, Al M0ss
Lil Goodman -

L 2

Contribution: $1.25 =

CHICAGO ;
New Year's
Celebration

Entertainment: .
Shrimp Creole—-Refreshments :
' M(mday, December 31

9 P.M. *way into 1957 |

Celebrate with :

MILITANT:

LABOR FORUM
777 W. Adams
Donation: $1.25
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