
Rockefeller, 
Brown Put Bite 
On Working Man

By Carl Goodman
The difference between Democrats and Republicans 

was not read ily  apparent Jast week, as the leading Re
publican governor— Rockefe ller of New Y o rk— and the 
le ad ing  D em ocra tic  gove rno r
B ro w n  o f C a lifo rn ia  —  bo th  
dug in to  the  pockets o f the  
w o rk in g  people fo r  new  taxes.

In  N e w  Y o rk , R o cke fe lle r has 
a lready, succeeded in  passing a 
gasoline tax-increase  b il l.  I t  
raises the le v y  fro m  fo u r  cents 
a ga llo n  to  s ix  cents. In  a d d i
t io n  he is p ropos ing  to  up c ig 
a re tte  taxes fro m  th re e  cents to 
five  cents a pack. H ow eve r, he 
aim s to  m ake  h is  b iggest h a u l 
fro m  changes in  the  state in 
come tax .

R o c k e fe lle r ’s proposals ca ll 
“ fo r  an average increase o f 23 
per cen t; fo r  400,000 lo w -w a g e  
earners to  pay taxes fo r  the  
f irs t  tim e  and fo r  the  ta x  to be 
w ith h e ld ”  b y  the  em p loyers. E x 
em ptions w i l l  be low ered . I n 
stead o f th e  p resen t deductions 
o f $1,000 a yea r fo r  a s ing le  
person, $2,500 fo r  m a rr ie d  
couples and $400 fo r -  each de 
pendent, th e  go ve rn o r proposes 
a f la t  $600 deduction  pe r p e r
son. T here  are com pensating  
fea tu res. But when the juggling  
is all over, a m arried couple (no 
children) earning $3,500 w ill pay 
$26 more a year, or $39 instead 
of the present $13. A  m arried  
couple (tw o children) earning  
$5,000 a year w ill pay $17 more 
per year, or $43. On the other 
hand, on an income of $25,000, 
the tax w ill go up only $230 
for a m arried couple w ith  two 
children.

T hree  b racke ts  w i l l  be added 
above the  present m a x im u m  o f 
7% on incom e ove r $9,000. T h is  
w i l l  b r in g  the  new  m a x im u m  
ta x  to  10% on incom e over 
$15,000. A s  can be seen th e  ta x  
ra tes them selves fa v o r the  r ich . 
B u t th a t isn ’t  the  o n ly  b re ak  
th e y  get. Because th e  am o un t 
p a id  fo r  s tate ta x  is d e d u c tib le  
in  c a lc u la tin g  fe d e ra l incom e 
tax , the  10% ra te  w o u ld  re a lly  
add o n ly  1% to  th e  am o un t o f 
fe d e ra l and state taxes com 
b ine d  on an incom e o f $100,000.

T he  la b o r leaders opposed 
R o cke fe lle r la s t f a l l  (a lth o u g h  
a fte r  N ov. 4, A F L -C IO  P re s i
d e n t M eany said th a t  “ nobody 
fee ls too s o rry  he go t e lected .” ) 
H ow eve r, th e y  d id  back G o ve r
n o r B ro w n  o f C a lifo rn ia . B ro w n  
w an ts  a five -ce n t increase in  the 
ta x  on a ga llo n  o f beer and a 
th ree -cen t increase in  th e  ta x  
on a pack o f c igare ttes. H e  also 
ca lls  fo r  a h ik e  in  th e  incom e 
tax.

(So now here's a riddle: How  
do you te ll the difference be
tw een labor's foe and labor's 
"friend"? G ive up? The foe 
taxes your gasoline and the 
friend taxes your beer.)

B ro w n ’s ta x  proposals w ere 
ca lled  “ sho ck in g ” 'b y  C. J. H a g 
g e rty , sec re ta ry -tre asu re r o f the 
C a lifo rn ia  F ede ra tio n  o f Labor. 
T h is  is n o t th e  o n ly  c o m p la in t 
the  un ions  have  against th e  governor

 since he took  o ffice  a 
m o n th  ago. T he  la b o r leaders 
are described as “ s k e p tic a l”  o f 
B ro w n ’s p rog ram  fo r  la b o r “ re 
fo rm ,”  w h ic h  the  R epub lican  
A ssem b ly  leader said was the  
same as W ill ia m  F. K n o w la n d ’s. 
( In  the  la s t e lections th e  un io n  
tops a l l go t beh ind  B ro w n  to 
stop K n o w la n d .)

According to the Jan. 24 Peo
ple's W orld, so alarm ed are H ag 
gerty and his fellow  labor of
ficials that the C F L  is calling a 
statewide conference on Feb. 11. 
P W  quotes Haggerty as stating 
that the purpose of the parley  
is to discuss "the provisions of 
the Brown measure, and to 
analyze its effect upon the fun
ctions of our trade union m ove
m ent in Californ ia."

A l l  in  a ll, says P eop le ’s 
W o rld , “ A n  a la rm ed  C a lifo rn ia  
la b o r m ovem en t is p re p a rin g  to 
take  a lo ng  second lo o k ”  at 
B ro w n ’s p rog ram . W h y  the  la b 
o r leaders (and People ’s W o rld  
too) d id  n o t ta ke  th e ir  long  
second lo o k  a t h im  before the  
e lections is n o t exp la ined .

Congressmen Consider 
Three Anti-Labor Bills

In  a Congress dominated by the biggest Democratic 
m a jo r ity  since 1936, three s tiff an ti-labo r b ills  are vy in g  
fo r passage. Senator Kennedy’s “ m ild ”  version is given 
th e  best chance. T he  b i l l  d ra w n *  
up  b y  the  M assachusetts D em o
c ra t —  a top  con tender fo r  
P re s id e n tia l n o m in a tio n  in  1960 
—  was c a rr ie d  o ve r fro m  la s t 
session. P resented then as a b i
pa rtisan  m easure by K en ne dy  
and the no w  re tire d  N ew  Y o rk  
R epub lican , Ives. T he  b i l l  sa iled 
th ro u g h  the  Senate. I t  was de 
fea ted in  the  House b y  a sm a ll 
b loc  th a t w a n ted  som eth ing 
w ith  even m ore “ tee th .”

T he c u rre n t vers ion , s igned 
by  12 D em ocra tic  Senators, is 
s t i l l  represented as b i-pa rtisa n , 
b u t as y e t no R epub lican  
has o ffe re d  h is suppo rt. To 
a ttra c t a R epub lican  sponsor,
K e n n e d y  and h is lib e ra l D em o
c ra tic  colleagues have added 
enough tee th  to  m eet th e  com 
p e t it io n  o f a b i l l  sponsored by  
R e pub lican  Senator G o ld w a te r, 
the  ra b id  la b o r-b a ite r  fro m  A r i 
zona. G o ld w a te r ’s ve rs ion  in 
c ludes recom m endations cooked 
up  b y  E isenhow er.

In  a d d itio n  M cC le llan , ch ie f 
D e m ocra tic  u n io n  - p rober, is 
d ra w in g  up a b i l l  o f h is  ow n.
T h is , accord ing to  G o ld w a te r, is 
in te nd ed  to  in co rp o ra te  the  “ best 
p o rtio n s ”  o f th e  m easures p ro 
posed b y  K e n n e d y  and G o ld 
w a te r.

T he  G o ld w a te r-M c C le lla n  p ro 
posals w i l l  p ro b a b ly  spu r the 
top  brass o f the  A F L -C IO  to  
lo b b y  fo r  q u ic k  passage o f the  
K e n n e d y  measure. T he  a rg u 
m en t is th a t th is  w i l l  b lock  
passage o f an even worse meas
ure.

T he  m easure th e y  are b a ck in g  
ca lls  fo r  p u b lic  rep o rts  o f un ion  
finances, w ith  c r im in a l pe na l
ties  fo r  “ fa lse ”  rep o rts ; p o lic in g  
b y  the. S ecre ta ry  o f L a b o r of 
un ions  th a t use gove rn m en t 
agencies, and p ro v is io n s  fo r  
go ve rn m en t superv is ion  o f u n 
io n  .elections. To m ake these 
p ro v is io ns  m ore  pa la tab le , the  
T a ft-H a r t le y  la w  w o u ld  be a l
te red  to  e lim in a te  the  “ non- 
C o m m u n is t”  a ff id a v its  and to 
res to re  the  vo te  in  rep resen ta 
t io n  e lections to  s tr ik e rs  rep la c 
ed by  scabs.

How ever, in its final form,
W ashington correspondents say, 
the b ill may contain some of 
the worst features of the G old
w ater version, including more 
onerous penalties for unions 
that refuse to handle "hot car
go" from  struck companies.

I t  m ig h t be th o u g h t th a t the 
D em ocra ts w o u ld  .be  cau tious 
abou t pu sh ing  such u n p o p u la r

a n ti- la b o r  measures in  a p re 
e lec tion  yea r. B u t  th e y  are 
c o u n tin g  on th e ’ sup po rt o f the 
top  A F L -C IO  o ffic ia ld om .

M eany and R e u the r have gone 
a long w ith  M c C le lla n ’s un ion - 
sm ea ring  “ racke ts ”  p robe —  
even a fte r  loss o f a w h o le  series 
o f N L R B  e lections due to  the 
s lan ted com m ittee  reve la tions . 
T he  M cC le lla n  com m ittee  h e lp 
ed establish th e  c u rre n t a tm os
phere fa v o rin g  the  in tro d u c tio n  
o f n e w  la w s  g iv in g  the  g o ve rn 
m en t fu r th e r  p o w e r to  in te r 
vene in  in te rn a l u n io n  a ffa irs  
and to  cu rb  th e ir  o rg an iz in g  
capacity .

W hen a R e p u b lica n -d o m in a t- 
ed Congress passed th e  T a ft-  
H a r tle y  act, the  top  u n io n  brass 
vow ed to  seek e ve ry  means to 
repea l th is  “ s lave la b o r”  la w . 
Instead th e y  gave up the  figh t.

As la te  as la s t N ovem ber the y  
dem anded the  repea l o f th e  p ro 
v is ions  fa v o rin g  “ r ig h t  to  w o rk ”  
laws. B u t th is  too was dropped 
w hen the  D em ocrats m ade th e ir  
sw eep ing 1958 v ic to ry  w ith  the 
s u p p o rt o f the  la b o r bu reauc
racy.

Backing the Democratic m a
chine instead of building an in 
dependent labor p arty  pays off, 
it is clear, in a ligh ter and 
ligh ter strait jacket for thé 
unions.

Argentina's President A rthu r  
Frondizi just completed a 
"good-w ill" visit to U.S. seek
ing credits and expanded in 
vestment of Am erican capi
tal in Argentina. As he orated 
about the s im ilarity  of the 
"dem ocratic" system in the 
tw o countries, U.S. guns and 
tanks w ere being used to 
smash a general strike in A r 
gentina.
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No Hope of Jobs for All, 
Experts Tell Congress
Start Token 
Integration 
In Virginia

FE B . 3— Token integration of 
V irg in ia  public schools began 
yesterday w ithout incident. For 
the first tim e in the state's his
tory, Negro students sat in p re 
viously a ll-w h ite  schools— 17 
Negroes in Norfo lk, 4 in A rlin g 
ton.

W h ite  pu p ils , de p rived  of 
educa tion  since las t S ep tem ber 
by G ove rn o r A lm o n d ’s “ m assive 
resistance”  school shu tdow n , ap
peared fa r  m ore  re lie ve d  to be 
back in  school than  concerned 
abou t the  a ttendance  o f the 
few  N egro  c h ild re n .

M e a n w h ile  V irg in ia ’s D em o
c ra tic  m ach ine con tinu ed  w o rk 
in g  on plans to ho ld  in te g ra tio n  
to  the  barest m in im u m . H a v in g  
sw itched  fro m  a ll-o u t resistance 
to a ta c tic  o f sub te rfuge  and 
de lay, th e y  w ere  g iven  a fresh  
assist Jan. 29 by  a fed e ra l ap
peals c o u rt decis ion to  postpone 
u n t il n e x t S ep tem ber the  e n try  
o f 12 N egro  c h ild re n  in to  tw o  
p u b lic  schools in  C h a rlo tte s 
v il le .

Last w eek an em ergency ses
sion o f the  state le g is la tu re  en 
acted proposals b y  G ove rn o r 
A lm o n d  to  evgde genu ine in te 
g ra tio n . A  com p u lso ry  school 
a ttendance s ta tu te  was re p e a l
ed, le a v in g  w h ite  c h ild re n  free  
to s tay hom e fro m  in te g ra te d  
schools. F unds w e re  a p p ro p r i
ated fo r  $250 y e a r ly  g ran ts  fo r  
those w is h in g  to  a tten d  p r iv a te  
segregated schools.

A tte nd an ce  a t the  n e w ly  in te 
g ra ted  N o r fo lk  and A r lin g to n  
schools was be lo w  n o rm a l yes
te rd a y  b u t o ffic ia ls  said th is  
was m a in ly  due to  paren ts 
keep ing  c h ild re n  hom e fo r  fe a r 
o f tro u b le  on open ing  day. A t  
the  same t im e  severa l hund red  
c h ild re n  w ho  had en ro lle d  in  
p r iv a te  schools re tu rn e d  to  the 
p u b lic  ones.

The new  N egro  p u p ils  in  both 
c itie s  w e re  rep o rted  trea te d  
cou rte ou s ly  b y  n e a rly  a ll o f 
th e ir  fe llo w  pu p ils . In  N o r fo lk  
the  N egro  s t u d e n t s  passed 
th ro u g h  an a n tic ip a te d  “ de lica te  
m om e n t”  w h en  the y  ate in  the 
school ca fe te ria . B u t  fo u r  o f 
the  N egro  g irls , jo in e d  w h ite  
g ir ls  a t a d in in g  tab le  w ith o u t 
any specia l no tice .’

One o f the  w h ite  students 
qu izzed by  reporte rs , S tephen 
T ho rn e , said he sat n e x t to  one 
o f the  N egro  p u p ils  a l l day. 
A sked  w h a t th e y  ta lk e d  about, 
he re p lie d : “ I  don ’ t  rem em ber. 
He ju s t ta lk e d  l ik e  a k id . ”  In  
the  S ou th  th is  was considered 
news.

T V  SAG E
Com edian M ilto n  B e rle ’s d e f

in it io n  o f in fla t io n : “ T h a t means 
y o u r  m oney today  w o n ’t  b u y  as 
m uch as d u r in g  the  depression 
w hen you  d id n ’t  have an y .”

Hope They’ll Soon Be Home

Mrs. Evelyn Thompson (le ft rear) and Mrs. Simpson put reassuring arms over their  
children, Hanover. 10, and D avid, 8, during visit to N . Carolina reform atory where boys 
are confined because one was kissed by a w h ite  playm ate. A t le ft is D r. A . E. Perry , Vice  
President of Union County N A A C P  and a leader in fight to w in  freedom fo r boys.

National Survey Shows 
Growing Jobless Army 
In Key Industrial Areas

By Harry Ring
Even i f  1959 production reaches the pre-recession 

peak, as m any economists hope i t  w il l,  there is no prospect 
of a re tu rn  to fu l l  em ploym ent. This hard fact was ad
m itted  by governm ent and p riva te  experts at a hearing 
Jan. 29 before the Congressional Jo in t Economic Com- 
-----------------------------------------------♦mittee. The p ro b lem  of what to

N E W  Y O R K , Feb. 3— A  p ick
et-line demonstration w ill  be 
held at the United  Nations F r i
day, Feb. 20, opening day of the 
current session. Thé U N  w ill be 
urged to consider the violation  
of human rights involved in the 
case of James Hanover Thom p
son, 10, and D avid  Simpson, 8, 
the tw o Negro children of 
Monroe, N.C., incarcerated by 
state authorities because one of 
them  had been kissed by a 
w hite playm ate. The march w ill 
continue from  2:30 to 5 p.m.

The action  is sponsored by 
the  Y o u th  C o m m itte e  to  Free 
Thom pson and S im pson— you th  
section o f the  C o m m itte e  to 
C om bat R acia l In ju s tic e . A n 
nouncem ent o f the dem onstra 
t io n  was made S unday by 
Jam es L a m b e rt, cha irm an  o f 
the  y o u th  com m ittee , a t a re 
cep tion  fo r  R o be rt F. W illia m s  
p res iden t o f the  N A A C P  in  
M onroe, and D r. A . E. P e rry , its  
v ice  p res ident. W illia m s  is 
c ha irm an  o f the  C o m m itte e  to 
C om bat R acia l  In ju s tice . D r. 
P e rry , also the  v ic t im  o f a 
rac is t fram eu p , is a m em ber of 
the  com m ittee .

T he  tw o  r ig h ts  figh te rs  are 
here to  h e lp  b u ild  the  p ro te s t 
m ovem en t aga inst im p r is o n 
m en t o f the  tw o  boys. Last 
n ig h t the y  addressed a sp ir ite d

ra l ly  o f 750 in  N ew  Rochelle . 
Sponsored by  the  In te rd e n o m 
in a tio n a l N egro  M in is te r ia l A l 
liance, the  m ee ting  also heard  
C onrad L y n n , genera l counsel 
to the  C C R I. The M a y o r o f 
N ew  R oche lle  and a m em ber -of 
the  c ity  cou nc il took  the  p la t 
fo rm  to  express th e ir  in d ig n a 
t io n  a t the tre a tm e n t o f the 
boys.

W illia m s  w i l l  be fea tu red  
speaker a t an o the r ra l ly  here 
F r id a y  even ing, Feb. 20, spon
sored by the  L a b o r C o m m itte e  
o f the  B ro o k ly n  N A A C P . Rev. 
M ilto n  G alam ison, p re s id en t o f 
the  B ro o k ly n  N A A C P , w i l l  also 
speak. W a rre n  B un n , an o rg an 
ize r fo r  the  O il, C hem ica l and 
A to m ic  W o rke rs  U n ion , w i l l  
c h a ir the  r a l ly  to  be he ld  a t 
S ilo m  P re sb y te ria n  C hurch , 
M a rcy  St. and Jefferson A ve .

A lm o s t 100 you ng  people a t
tended the  S unday recep tion  
and m an y  o f them  o ffe red to  
jo in  in  the  a c t iv i ty  o f the  com 
m ittee . E v e ry  one p resen t was 
deep ly  m oved b y  the  speeches 
o f W ill ia m s  and D r. P e rry .

S peak ing  in  an easy, h u m o r
ous w a y  th a t be lie d  the  sternness 
o f the  s trugg le  in  M onroe , D r. 
P e rry  exp la ine d  how  h is  p a r t i
c ip a tio n  in  the  loca l f ig h t fo r  
equa l r ig h ts  led to  the  fram eu p  
charge aga inst h im  o f co m m it-

in g  an a b o rtio n  on a w h ite  
w om an. P rev ious  to  the  a b o r
t io n  in d ic tm e n t, w h ic h  is s t i l l  
in  the  courts , D r. P e rry ’s home 
was the  scene o f a K u  K lu x  
K la n  a tta ck  th a t was e ffe c tiv e ly  
beaten o ff by  an arm ed N egro 
co m m u n ity .

" I  know  I'm  innocent," D r. 
P erry  said. "They d id  this to 
try  to stop me from  fighting for 
m y people and for m y convic
tions."

T he  f ig h t aga inst ru n -a w a y  
shops, w h ic h  he te rm ed  “ D ix ie -  
m a tio n ,”  was described b y  W il
liam s  as a ce n tra l reason fo r  
N o rth e rn  la b o r s u p p o rtin g  the  
N o rth  C a ro lina  r ig h ts  f ig h t. B e 
sides the  un e m p lo ym e n t and 
depressed wages b re d  b y  a u to 
m a tion , he said, th é  p ro b lem  o f 
shops m o v in g  to the  u n o rg a n iz 
ed South  is acute fo r  the  unions,.

L a s t y e a r a lm ost 200 in d u s 
tr ie s  m oved to N o rth  C aro lina . 
“ T hey  say th e y ’ve boosted p ro 
d u c tio n  18 pe r cen t since the y  
came do w n  th e re ,”  W ill ia m s  
said. “ W ha t the y  mean is th a t 
the re  a re n ’t  any un ions  and 
the y  can speed up  th e  w o rke rs  
to  th e ir  m a x im u m  capacity .

“ W e can’t  do m uch abou t au 
to m a tio n ,”  he added, “ b u t ‘D ix -  
ie m a tio n ’ can be stam ped ou t 
i f  w e act tog e the r.”

New Purge 
Call Heard at 
Soviet Parley

St icky praise for Khrushchev  
alternated w ith  threats against 
the "an ti-p a rty" group of M olo 
tov - Kaganovich - M alenkov - 
Shepilov throughout recent ses
sions of the 21st Congress of 
the Soviet Communist P arty.

M e a n w h ile , M ik h a e l P e rv u k - 
h in , added on Jan. 29 to  the  
lis t  o f the  “ fo u l a n t i-p a r ty  
g ro up ,”  confessed to  “ m is takes”  
in  h a v in g  suppo rted  the  eco
nom ic  v ie w s  o f K h ru s h c h e v ’s 
opponents. D e legate a fte r  de le 
gate r id ic u le d  P e rv u k h in , in 
s is tin g  th a t he had h a rd ly  con
fessed to  a n y th in g  a t a l l  and 
de m and ing  m ore b r east-bea ting  
and m ore se if-abaseinen t.

A  s im ila r  response m et B u l
g a n in ’s “ confession.”  Deposed 
as S ov ie t p re m ie r la s t sp rin g  
and la te r  denounced as a m em 
be r o f the  “ a n t i-p a r ty  g ro u p ,”  
B u lg a n in  “ sang”  a t the  p a r ty  
ce n tra l com m ittee  m ee ting  in  
D ecem ber. H e then  pra ised 
K h ru s h c h e v ’s “ gen ius”  and the  
“ genius and w isd o m ”  o f p a r ty  
p o licy .

G H O S T -P L O T T E R
Besides liv e  “ co -consp ira to rs ,”  

the  “ a n t i-p a r ty  g ro u p ”  was 
g iven  a posthum ous p a r tn e r- in -  
c r im e  —  na m e ly  B e ria , w h o  
was executed in  1953 w hen 
M a le n k o v  Was s t i l l  p re m ie r. 
C hoice language was used to  
describe the  ousted b u rea ucra ts ’ 
oppos ition  to  K h ru s h c h e v  —  “ I t  
is k n o w n  ho w  i t  ended. The 
vileness o f these s p lin te r in g  po 
l i t ic a l doub le-crossers and the 
e v il o f th e  road th e y  to o k  be 
comes c le a re r,”  etc., etc.

( I f  M o lo to v , M a le n ko v , S he p i
lo v  and K ag an ov ich  had w on  ou t 
in  the  June  1957 in n e r b u re a u 
c ra tic  p o w e r f ig h t, the  same 
choice language, w e  m ay sup : 
pose, w o u ld  have been app lied  
to  K h ru s h c h e v  —  and he w o u ld  
have been lin k e d  w ith  B e ria .)

In  a p rocedure  re m in isce n t o f 
the  “ p e rs o n a lity  c u lt ”  un de r 
S ta lin , K h ru s h c h e v ’s sayings 
w e re  fo r  the  f irs t  t im e  e leva ted 
to  the  le v e l o f c o n trib u tio n s  to  
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do w ith  th e  g ro w in g  a rm y  o f 
p e rm a n e n tly  job less w i l l  be 
fu r th e r  “ com p lica te d ”  b y  the  
a n tic ip a te d  a d d itio n  o f one m i l 
lio n  m ore  w o rk e rs  to  the  la b o r 
fo rce  th is  yea r, one e x p e rt ad d 
ed.

A nd things w on't be too good 
for the employed, according to 
their findings. They expect 
some wage rises but predict 
that these w ill be offset b y n é w  
price hikes.

M ore  th a n  fo u r  m il l io n  ara 
n o w  o f f ic ia lly  classified as jo b 
less. T h is  is o ve r a m il l io n  and 
a h a lf  m o re  th a n  w e re  o u t o f 
w o rk  d u r in g  th e  p ro s p e rity  
m o n th  o f D ecem ber 1956.1 O n ly  
30 pe r cen t o f the  n o n -fa rm  
w o rk e rs  w h o  w e re  job less a t 
the  b o tto m  o f the  recession la s t 
A p r i l  are n o w  back a t w o rk .

T he  lo n g  d u ra t io n  o f u n e m 
p lo y m e n t is a lre a d y  b r in g in g  
severe ha rdsh ip . L a s t ye a r 2,- 
600,000 peop le  exhausted  s ta te  
un e m p lo ym e n t insurance  bene
fits  and an o the r 655,000 used up  
th e  te m p o ra ry  a d d itio n a l bene
fits  m ade a v a ila b le  b y  th e  fe d 
e ra l gove rnm en t.

B u t b ig  business is boas ting  
abou t p u ll in g  o u t o f the  s lum p. 
R ecord  p ro fits  a re  aga in  ro ll in g  
in to  b a nk  accounts. So W ash
in g to n  has decided th a t no f u r 
th e r  an ti-recess ion  m easures are 
necessary. In  fa c t the  W h ite  
House has requested Congress 
to  le t  th e  te m p o ra ry  p ro g ra m  
o f sup p lem en ta ry  fe d e ra l unem - 
p l o ym e n t com pensation  e x p ire  
on schedule on A p r i l  F o o l’s D ay.

R E L IE F  R O L LS  G R O W

T h is  con tem ptuous d is re g a rd  
fo r  the  needs o f th e  u n e m p lo y 
ed co inc ided  w i th  an announce
m e n t th a t in  P itts b u rg h  3,000 
new  a p p lica tio n s  w e re  f ile d  fo r  
h om e re l ie f  la s t D ecem ber —  
the  g rea tes t n u m b e r since W o r ld  
W a r I I .  M ost o f these w e re  peo
p le  w ho  had  used u p  th e ir  u n 
e m p lo ym e n t com pensa tion  and  
exhausted a l l pe rsona l savings, 
thu s  m ee tin g  q u a lif ic a tio n s  fo r  
c ity  re lie f.

M ic h ig a n  n o w  has 322,000 id le , 
y e t 1959 car m odels are a lre a d y  
a t peak p ro d u c tio n . T he  m ost 
o p t im is t ic  p re d ic tio n  is th a t  no  
m o re ' th a n  22,000 o f these w i l l  
be ca lled  back to  w o rk  th is  
yea r. A lm o s t 200,000 o f  these 
job less áre concen tra ted  in  D e 
t r o i t  and o n e -th ird  o f them  have 
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Let's Accept the Challenge of Soviet Competition
By Daniel Roberts

U n lik e  editorial w riters in 
the big-business press, I  am not 
a b it dismayed that the Soviet 
Union is catching up w ith  the 
United  States economically. And  
I  am  glad Khrushchev has 
challenged this country to a 
race. He proposes that the Soviet

 Union and the U.S. com
pete to determ ine who w ill 
grow  sw ifter economically and 
whose liv in g  standards w ill im 
prove faster. W e should accept 
the challenge and get our side 
going right aw ay. For the So
viet Union is already off to a 
fast start— their plans are all 
made.

A t  the  21st Congress o f the  
S o v ie t C o m m u n i s t  P a rty , 
K h ru sh ch e v  presented the  m as
te r  p lan . C a lled  “ C o n tro l F ig 
ures fo r  the  E conom ic D e ve lo p 
m en t o f the  USSR, 1959-1965,”  
h is figu res p ro je c t an 8.6% a v 
erage y e a r ly  g ro w th  o f in d u s try  
and a g r ic u ltu re  fo r  the  n e x t 
seven years. (Increase o f the 
U.S. gross n a tio n a l p ro d u c t in  
the  past seven years is e s ti
m ated  a t 1.6% y e a r ly  a fte r  ad

ju s tin g  fo r  r is in g  prices.)
K h ru sh ch e v  also presented 

c o n tro l figu res fo r  ra is in g  rea l 
wages, lo w e rin g  w o rk in g  hours, 
b u ild in g  homes and hosp ita ls  
and im p ro v in g  the  po s itio n  o f 
w om en w o rke rs .

W E C A N  S T A N D  
T H E  G A IN S

O f course, p resen t A m e rica n  
l iv in g  s tandards are fa r  ahead 
o f those in  the  S ov ie t U n ion . 
T hey  are the  , h ighest in  the  
w o r ld . Because o f tha t, some 
m ig h t argue, w h a t’s the  sense 
o f rac ing? L e t the  Soviets 
catch up firs t. B u t I  don ’ t  h o ld  
w ith  th a t v ie w . A f te r  a ll, w h a t 
we have in  th is  c o u n try  isn ’ t 
y e t heaven on ea rth . The w o rk 
in g  people can stand p le n ty  o f 
new  gains —  w h a t w ith  un em 
p lo ym e n t, in fla tio n , taxes, and 
o n e -th ird  o f the  n a tio n  i l l -  
h oused, il l-c lo th e d  and il l- fe d . 
F u rth e rm o re , the  w a y  w e have 
been go ing la te ly , w e  are sure 
to fa l l  back fro m  ou r present 
s tandards. W e need to  m ake 
new  gains regard less o f w h a t 
the  S ov ie t w o rke rs  get. C om pe

t it io n  w ith  them  shou ld  spu r us 
in  o u r ow n dom estic  strugg les 
fo r  b e tte r cond itions. .

Since we're already ahead of 
the Soviet workers in liv ing  
standards, let's make it a han
dicap race. Here's how it would  
be run. In  his seven-year plan, 
Khrushchev proposed that the 
w ork-w eek in the Soviet Union  
be cut from  the present 46 
hours to 40 hours by 1962 and 
to 35 hours by 1968. Now we 
already have the 40-hour week, 
so let's make it tough on our
selves. Let's move at a faster 
pace than the Soviet Union. 
Through the union movement, 
let's aim  at getting the 30-hour 
w eek at 40 hours pay by no 
later, say, than 1962. (W e can 
set other goals later.)
'A g a in ,  K h ru sh ch e v  has p ro m 

ised to  n e a rly  doub le  the  m in i
m um  wage in  the  S ov ie t U n io n  
in  the  n e x t seven years. ( I t  now  
varies  fro m  $67.50 to  $85 a 
m on th  a t the  o ff ic ia l ra te  o f 
m on e ta ry  exchange.) H o w  about 
the  la b o r m ovem en t here  set
t in g  $2.50 an h o u r by  1968 as 
the  n a tio n -w id e  m in im u m  wage

ra te  in  the  U.S.— in  te rm s, of 
course, o f the  same pu rchas ing  
po w e r as today.

W H O  H A S
"C O N T R O L  F IG U R E S " HERE?

T he S ov ie t p lan  ca lls  fo r  
b u ild in g  a m in im u m  o f 22 m i l 
lio n  o n e -fa m ily  housing u n its  
in the  n e x t seven years. In  th is  
co u n try , the  A F L -C IO  estim ates 
th a t a t least tw o  m il l io n  new  
homes m ust be b u ilt  y e a r ly  to 
m atch po p u la tio n  g ro w th  and 
ovc i’Qome s lum  b lig h t. O n ly  one 
m il l io n  u n its  a t best are con
s truc ted  y e a rly . W ho w i l l  o ffe r 
a “ co n tro l f ig u re ”  fo r  housing 
con s tru c tion  here in  the  n e x t 
seven years?

In  the  S ov ie t p lan , the  n u m 
ber o f beds in  hosp ita ls  is to 
doub le  by  1965; “ the  p ro d u c 
tio n  o f a n ti-b io tic s  w i l l  increase 
by  3.7 tim es, v ita m in s — 6 tim es, 
m ed ica l in s tru m e n ts  and a p p a r
atus— 2-2.5 tim es.”  In  th is  coun
try ,  m ed ica l care is a- scandal. 
T he n u m b e r o f m ed ica l-schoo l 
g raduates is a t the  le v e l i t  was 
a t the  tu rn  o f the  c e n tu ry . The 
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A  huge new hydro-electric station in  U SS R ’s province  
of 'Georgia w ill soon be providing power for industria l 
complex in area. Soviet economy continues to expand, w ith  
unem ploym ent unknow n, w h ile  Am erican capitalism  con* 
tinues to expand arm y of perm anent jobless.

Call for UN Picket Line 
To A id Carolina Victims
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James P. Cannon’s “ Notebook”
By Murry Weiss

In  a le t te r  to  James K u tc h e r, Jan. 11, 1954, 
c o n g ra tu la tin g  h im  on p u b lic a tio n  o f h is  book, 
“ The Case o f the  Legless V e te ra n ,”  Jam es P. 
C annon rem arks , “ O f a l l the  d iffe re n t k in d s  
o f w o rk  I  have done in  m y  tim e  in  the  m ove
m en t, th a t w h ic h  I  have en joyed  m ost, w h ic h  
gave me the  m ost com p le te  personal sa tis 
fa c tio n , was the  w r i t in g  o f p ropaganda pieces 
in  m y  ‘N o tebook o f an A g ita to r . ’ I  w o u ld  have 
been con ten t to  stay in  a co rn e r o f the  p a rty , 
do in g  th a t k in d  o f w o rk , and le t  o thers  take  
care o f o th e r tasks.”

T he  fa c t th a t Cannon m anaged to  fin d  
tim e , a t least occasiona lly , to  do the  th ing ' he 
lik e d  best is a ttes ted  by  th e  c o lle c tio n  o f these 
“ p ropaganda pieces”  in  a 362-page book. The 
se lection, spann ing  30 years o f soc ia lis t a c t iv 
ity ,  offers b e a u tifu l exam ples o f th a t tw o -w a y  
com m u n ica tio n  w ith  the  A m e rica n  w o rk e r  
w h ic h  the  soc ia lis t m ovem en t m ust m a in ta in  
i f  i t  u s  no t to d ry  up and decay.

T he  reader w i l l  f in d  th a t th is  is n o t one o f 
those “ s im p le ”  p ropaganda trac ts  th a t  o n ly  
too  o fte n  s u b s titu te  a superc ilious , s ty liz e d  
ta lk in g -d o w n  to  w o rk e rs  fo r  c la r ity  and d ire c t
ness o f th o u g h t. A s  a m a tte r o f fa c t one o f 
C annon ’s sharpest barbs is a im ed a t such 
w r it in g .

D e sc rib in g  a specia l p u b lic a tio n  o f the 
C o m m un is t P a r ty  th a t sough t to  conv ince  the  
m a r it im e  s tr ik e rs  in  1936 to  w o rk  “ pe rish ab le ”  
cargo so as n o t to  an tagonize th e  “ p u b lic ,”  
Cannon sa id : “ T hey  are supposed to  be deuced- 
ly  c lever, us ing  the  in tim a te , you -and -m e, h e llo  
p a l! s ty le  o f approach w h ic h  eve ry  confidence 
m an  has adop ted since the  f irs t  go ld  b r ic k  was 
sold to  the  f irs t  fa rm e r.”

C annon ’s p e rs o n a lity  shines th ro u g h  the  
pages o f th is  book. H e is a un iq ue  co m b in a tio n  
o f the  p re - firs t W o rld  W ar soc ia lis t, the  m i l i 
ta n t W o b b ly , the  com m u n is t o f th e  he ro ic  
e a r ly  p e rio d  th a t founded  the  A m e rica n  C om 
m u n is t P a rty , and the  re v o lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t 
w h o  k e p t fa ith  w ith  h is  y o u th fu l idea ls in  the  
d a rk  era o f S ta lin ism . The com b in a tio n  is p ro 
fo u n d ly  im press ive .

The  ne w  gene ra tion  o f re v o lu tio n a ry  
socia lis ts  w i l l  fo rm  its  o w n  p e rs o n a lity  p a t
te rns ; b u t p a r t  o f the  ing re d ie n ts , w e m ay be 
sure, w i l l  be d ra w n  fro m  such in s p ir in g  sources 
as th is.

Some of the Heroes
C annon, o f course has h is  heroes and he 

in tro du ces  us to  the m  as the  m en w h o  he lped 
shape h im  in to  a re v o lu t io n a ry  soc ia lis t.

In  a fa re w e ll to  h is  fa th e r, Joh n  Cannon, 
w h o  d ied  in  Rosedale, Kansas, at the  age o f 
89, Cannon reca lls  th a t “ B en  H a n fo rd , the  
g rea t soc ia lis t a g ita to r  o f an e a r lie r  day, once 
w ro te  an encom ium  o f a co lle c tive  com rade 
w h o m  he ca lled  J im m y  H ig g in s  —  the  m an in  
the  ran ks  w h o  busies h im s e lf w ith o u t os tenta
tio n , re co g n itio n  o r re w a rd  to  do a ll the  in 
nu m e ra b le  l i t t le  and u n no ticed  th in g s  w h ic h  
have  to  be done to  keep th e  ‘m ove m en t’ go ing  
and the  to rch  b u rn in g . . .”

“ Such was th e  o ld  m an ,”  C annon says. 
“ H e was no ‘leader,’ b u t a s im p le  ra n k -a n d - 
f ile  m an w h o  ‘ta lk e d  soc ia lism ’ to  a l l  w h o  
w o u ld  lis te n ; hus tled  th e  sub scrip tions  fo r  the  
papers; a rranged the  m eetings, ren te d  the  h a ll 
and d ru m m e d  up the  c ro w d  fo r  th e  speaker; 
and a lw ays  had h is hand  in  h is  pocket fo r  a 
c o n tr ib u tio n  he co u ld n ’t  a ffo rd , to  h e lp  m ake 
up the  d e fic it.”

T he  m odern  m ovem ent, in  w h ic h  the  
J im m y  H ig g in s  o f tod ay  liv e , is m ore ad 
vanced, fa r  m ore  soph is tica ted  in  its  p o lit ic s  
and- the o ry . S t i l l ,  in  “ m y  op in ion , the  m odern  
m ovem en t, w i th  its  m ore  precise ana lys is  and 
its  necessary con cen tra tion  on the  s trugg le , 
w o u ld  do w e ll to  in fu se  its  p ropaganda w ith  
m ore  o f the* o ld  em phasis on th e  u lt im a te  
m ean ing  o f  the  s tru g g le : speak ou t, as the  o ld  
p ioneers d id , fo r  hu m an  r ig h ts  and hum an  d ig 
n ity ,  fo r  freed om  and e q u a lity  and abundance 
fo r  a ll.  T h a t is w h a t w e  are re a lly  f ig h t in g  fo r  
w h e n  w e f ig h t fo r  soc ia lism .”

Sacco and V a n z e tt i w e re  espec ia lly  dear 
to  C annon; and he was in f lu e n t ia l in  g u id in g  
th e  In te rn a tio n a l L a b o r Defense in  its  h a n d l
in g  o f th e  case so th a t the  nam es o f these 
c lass-w ar p risoners  became househo ld w o rd s  to  
th e  masses on e ve ry  con tine n t. “ The  N o tebook 
o f an A g ita to r ”  begins w ith  the  s tru g g le  to  
save th e  liv e s  o f these tw o  v ic t im s  and th e  
need fo r  class s o lid a r ity  and m il i ta n t  s trugg le  
as th e  o n ly  hope fo r  success.

Socialist Leaders
C annon’s ap p re c ia tio n  o f A m e ric a ’s soc ia l

is t leaders is o b je c tiv e  and h ig h ly  p o lit ic a l. 
“ Debs was no colorless sa in t s tan d in g  above 
th e  b a ttle ,"  he w r ite s . “ H e  was a w a rm  and 
passionate pa rtisan , and h is  w h o le  l i fe ’s a c t iv 
i t y  is a reco rd  o f unceasing d e vo tio n  to  the  
cause o f the  w o rk e rs ’ class s trugg le . . . . The  
W o r ld  W a r and the  Russian R e v o lu tio n  had 
changed the  face o f th e  w o r ld  in  w h ic h  Debs 
had fo rm e d  h is  conceptions and done h is  w o rk . 
In  d ra w in g  the  conclusions fro m  these w o r ld -  
sha k in g  events, m any o f us p a rte d  com pany

p o lit ic a lly  w i th  the  S oc ia lis t P a rty . Debs d id  
n o t go w ith  us in  th is . In  m any respects w e 
fo u n d  ourselves in  serious d isag reem ent w ith  
h im , b u t a t the  same tim e  w e a lw ays  d re w  a 
sharp  d is tin c t io n  be tw een Debs and those w ho, 
w h ile  w e a rin g  the  c loak  o f socia lism , a c tu a lly  
fo rsoo k  the  cause to  w h ic h  Debs s in ce re ly  and 
h o ne s tly  devoted a ll h is  l i fe . ”

In  A p r i l ,  1927, w h en  A m e rica n  cap ita lism  
was r id in g  h ig h  in  its  greatest boom , Cannon 
pa id  t r ib u te  to  C. E. R u thenbe rg , a fo u n d e r o f 
the  A m e ric a n  C o m m un is t P a rty , w h o  d ied  u n 
exp ec ted ly :

“ L e t the  c o rru p t and decay ing  c a p ita lis t 
socie ty have those heroes w ho  ty p ify  i t  —  the  
d o lla r-ch a s in g  exp lo ite rs , the  b lood-sm eared 
generals, the  ly in g , treacherous statesm en. O u r 
m ovem en t, w h ic h  is the  h e ra ld  o f the  new  
socia l o rde r, c la im s p ro u d ly  fo r  its  o w n  the  
m en o f a d iffe re n t and im m e a su ra b ly  b e tte r 
typ e  —  the  typ e  o f R u th en be rg .”

H a yw o o d  was a n o the r fr ie n d . W hen he 
d ied  in  1928, C annon appra ised h is  l i fe  in  the 
D a ily  W o rk e r and w ro te  th is  g ra p h ic  descrip 
t io n : “ I  rem em ber espec ia lly  h is  a r r iv a l a t 
A k ro n  d u r in g  the  g rea t ru b b e r-w o rk e rs ’ s tr ike s  
o f 1913, w hen 10,000 s tr ik e rs  m et h im  a t the  
s ta tio n  and m arched h im  to  th e  H a ll.  H is  
speech th a t m o rn in g  has a lw ays  stood o u t in  
m y  m in d  as a m ode l o f w o rk ing -c la ss  o ra to ry . 
W ith  h is  com m a nd ing  presence and h is  g reat 
m e llo w  vo ice he h e ld  the  vas t c row d  in  h is  
p o w e r fro m  the  m om ent th a t he rose to speak. 
He had th a t g ift ,  a ll too ra re , o f us ing  o n ly  
the  necessary w o rds  and o f com pressing h is  
tho u g h ts  in to  sho rt, e p ig ra m m a tic  sentences. 
He c la r if ie d  h is  po in ts  w ith  ho m e ly  il lu s tra t io n s  
and pu ng en t w itt ic is m s  w h ic h  rocked  th e  a u d i
ence w ith  u n de rs ta nd ing  la u g h te r. H e poured  
o u t sarcasm, r id ic u le  and d e n u n c ia tio n  upon 
the  em p loye rs  and th e ir  pre tensions, and m ade 
the w o rk e rs  fee l w ith  h im  th a t the y , th e  w o rk 
ers, w e re  th e  im p o r ta n t and necessary peop le.”

Perhaps th e  A m e ric a n  w h o  came closest 
to  C annon ’s concept o f the  m ode l re v o lu tio n 
a ry  was V in c e n t S t. John, th e  m ost in flu e n tia l 
leade r o f the  IW W . In  an a rt ic le  a im ed a t the 
young , le f t -w in g  socia lis ts  o f C a lifo rn ia  in  1936, 
C annon sa id : ,

“ I ’ve been a ro un d  and seen a lo t  since I  
f irs t  jo in e d  the  I.W .W . in  1911 and, soon a f te r 
w a rd  became one o f the  ‘v o lu n ta ry  organ izers ’ 
w h o  go t th e ir  t ra in in g  in  V in c e n t S t. J o h n ’s 
school o f le a rn in g  by  do ing. . . The ‘S a in t,’ o f 
a ffec tio na te  m em ory , was a w o n d e rfu l m an to  
le a rn  fro m . H e was sh o rt on  p a la ve r and had 
some gaps in  h is  the o ry , b u t he was lo n g  on 
ac tio n  and he was f irm ly  conv inced  th a t the  
w a te r is the  o n ly  p lace w h e re  a m an can lea rn  
to  sw im . H is  w a y  o f tes ting , and also de ve lop 
in g  the  you ng  m il ita n ts  w h o  g re w  up u n d e r h is  
tu te la g e  w as to  g ive  the m  re s p o n s ib ility  and 
shove the m  in to  action  and see w h a t happened. 
Those w h o  acqu ired  se lf confidence and the  
capac ity  to  m ake decisions u n d e r f ire  on the 
spot, w h ic h  are ab ou t 90 pe rcen t o f th e  d is 
t in c t iv e  q u a lity  o f leaders and organ izers, 
e v e n tu a lly  rece ived c red en tia ls  as v o lu n ta ry  
o rgan izers .”

Some of the Villains
In  con tra s t to  these g ia n t figu res  o f the  

A m e ric a n  ra d ica l m ovem en t, C annon presents 
th e  m odern  la b o r bu reaucra ts . H e uses iro n y  
l ik e  a razor. In  “ U n io n  B oy  G ets Raise”  he 
re flects on the  w h y s  and w h ere fo res  o f the  
sa laries the  la b o r bu rea ucra ts  pay them selves.

“ G reen  and M eany,”  he  com m ents, “ are 
s t i l l  t r a i l in g  beh ind  John  L . L e w is  w h o  is 
sac rific in g  h is  l i fe  fo r  $25,000 pe r y e a r fro m  the 
coal m iners. L e w is  swears by  th e  B ib le , es
p e c ia lly  th a t page w h e re  i t  says: ‘The la b o re r 
is w o r th y  o f  h is  h ire . ’ A n d  he is also s trong 
fo r  th e  o th e r s c r ip tu ra l in ju n c t io n : ‘T h o u  sha lt 
n o t m uzzle  the  ox th a t tread e th  o u t the  co rn .’ 
L e w is  treads h e a v ily , has a b ig  m uzzle  and 
needs a lo t  o f co rn .”

T w o  sizeable sections o f selections w ere 
w r it te n  in  th e  th ic k  o f some o f th e  sharpest 
class ba ttle s  o f the  th ir t ie s : th e  M in ne apo lis  
s tr ik e  o f 1934 and the  San F rancisco m a r it im e  
s tr ik e  o f 1936-37. These are o f e x tra o rd in a ry  
in te re s t fo r  th e ir  in s ig h t in to  the  b ir th  s tru g 
gles o f the  m odern  la b o r m ovem en t, co rrect 
s tr ik e  s tra tegy , and the  re la t io n  o f th e  un io n  
m ovem en t to  socia lism .

F o r th e  rest, the re  is a r ic h  and va rie d  
assortm ent: G ree tings  to  a te lephone s tr ik e r  
a b ou t to  get m a rrie d . T he  irre p ress ib le  n a tu re  
o f hu m an  s o lid a r ity . M o v ie  rev iew s. (One 
opens: “ A b o u t a yea r ago I  m ade a f irm  reso
lu t io n  to  b o yco tt a l l m ov ies uness th e  p ic tu re  
has a horse fo r  a he ro .” ) T he  M ad ison A ven ue  
hucksters . L e tte rs  to  the  P res ide n t on A m e r i
can a tro c itie s  in  K orea . P r iz e fig h tin g . The 
C hurch . F o u rth  o f J u ly .  C rim e  and in fo rm ers . 
T he  S ta lin  c u lt. (Some tim e  be fo re  K h ru sh ch e v  
m ade i t  respectab le to  c r it ic iz e  the  d ic ta to r.)

A m e rica n  socia lis ts  should, I  hope, f ind  
th is  s u ffic ie n t to  recogn ize the  va lu e  of. the  
book. I  also hope i t  is s u ff ic ie n t to  induce 
w o rk e rs  n o t y e t conv inced  o f the  t r u th  o f 
soc ia lis t ideas to  read “ N o tebook o f an A g ita 
to r ”  fo r  them selves.

Negro Press Backs Castro in Cuban Trials
Notes Need 
To End 
Jim Crow

By Lillian Kiezel 
The Negro press has been 

fo llow ing the revolutionary up
heaval in  Cuba w ith  close a t
tention, giving it  big headlines. 
The newspapers of America's 
colored people have noted w ith  
particu lar interest how the Cas
tro government has answered 
the charges of "blood purge" 
levelled by such senators as 
Sparkm an of A labam a and F u l- 
bright  of Arkansas; and also 
w hat the new regim e proposes 
to do about discrim inatory prac
tices inherited from  Cuba's past.

F o r instance, C. W . M ackay, 
e d ito r  o f A fro -A m e ric a n , re 
po rted  an answ er b y  one o ff ic ia l 
to  S pa rkm an  th a t d id  n o t ap 
pear in  such papers as th e  N ew  
Y o rk  T im es: “ W h y  is he so 
b ro ken  up ove r the  ju s t  p u n is h 
m e n t o f m u rd e re rs  here  w h en  
he rem a ine d  so s ile n t w h ile  
W h ite  C itizens  C ouncils  and 
K la n  bom bers w e re  b lo w in g  up 
the  homes and churches and 
cas tra tin g  in n o ce n t co lored peo
p le  o f M on tg o m e ry  and B ir m 
in gh am ?”

H e also re p o rte d  th e  rea c tion  
o f an o the r Castro spokesm an to 
F u lb r ig h t :  “ W hen he has som e
th in g  to  say abou t the  gross in 
jus tices  co m m itte d  b y  G o v e rn o r 
Faubus, perhaps w e can g ive  
h im  m ore re s p e c tfu l a tte n tio n . 
I f  he can approve  Faubus us ing  
a rm ed so ld ie rs  to  keep l i t t le  
c h ild re n  o u t o f school, he ce r
ta in ly  shou ld  have  no com 
p la in ts  abou t m il i ta r y  tr ia ls  in  
Cuba w h e re  confessed assassins 
are b e in g  d e a lt w i th  ju s t ly . ”  

The Kansas C ity  Call, ed itor
ia lizing on the hysteria around 
the Cuban trials, pointed to the 
contrast in  the N orth  Carolina  
case involving  James Simpson, 
eight, and D avid  Hanover 
Thompson, ten. I t  is u n -A m eri
can, they declare, to hold two  
children and deny them the 
right of counsel. "Am ericans are 
incensed over the executions of 
Batista followers in Cuba, but 
sit by unconcerned when the 
constitutional rights of two in 
nocent children are violated in  
our land."

John  Y ou ng  I I I ,  correspon
d e n t o f th e  A m s te rd a m  News, 
w ho  a long  w ith  M ackay  was 
am ong 350 new spaper m en w ho  
w e n t to  H avana a t C astro ’s in -
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Notebook of an Agitator
Are you something o f an agita tor yourself? 

Then you ’l l  rea lly appreciate this co llection fro m  

the notebook o f James P. Cannon. H u m o r, irony, 

pathos, the h e a rt- lif t in g  vision o f Am erica ’s b rig h t 
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bound, $2.50 paper fo r  this 3 62-page book.
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Cubans of a ll colors danced in  the streets together celebrating the victory they had won  
through united effort over the hated Batista dictatorship. On taking  power, Castro promised  
to do aw ay w ith  discrim inatory practices. The Am erican Negro press is asking him  to de
liv er on that promise w ithout delay through F a ir  Em ploym ent Practices legislation.

v ita t io n , decla red “ E ven  perse
cuted N egro  A m erican s  w i l l  f ind  
i t  d i f f ic u lt  to  com prehend th is  
su ffe rin g . T he  to rtu re s , w a n to n  
k il l in g s , h u m ilia t io n s  and de
p r iv a t io n  o f lib e rt ie s  in f l ic te d  
on Cubans by  B a tis ta , add up  to  
one o f h is to ry ’s g re a t c rim es o f 
m an ’s in h u m a n ity  to  m an .”

Y oung  be lieves th a t “ The 
R e v o lu tio n a ry  A rm y  and the  
w h o le  p o p u la tio n  o f Cuba, w i th 
o u t speaking a w o rd  to  each 
o the r, have decided th a t B a tis ta  
and h is  leaders . m u s t ne ve r 
again r ise  to  pow er. T h e y  be
lie v e  th a t death  —  and o n ly  
dea th  —  o f the  leaders can 
m ake th is  ce rta in , ce rta in , at 
least, in  th e ir  t im e .”

B L A M E S  U.S.

P la c in g  re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  the  
persecutions su ffe red b y  the  
Cubans squ a re ly  on the  U n ite d  
States, Y ou ng  said: “ W e A m e r
icans, in c lu d in g  the  peop le o f 
H a rlem , m us t bear some o f Cas
t ro ’s re s p o n s ib ility . U n t i l a sho rt 
t im e  ago —  w e a llow ed  ou r 
G ove rn m e n t to a id  B a tis ta  by 
s e llin g  h im  arm s w i th  w h ic h  to 
m u rd e r and bom b in n o ce n t peo
p le  f ig h t in g  fo r  th e ir  freed om .”

"But the U.S. G overnm ent has 
no excuse. Equipped w ith  vast 
intelligence and inform ation  
facilities, it  could have stopped 
these atrocities years ago."

H o w eve r, Y ou ng  hopes th a t 
the_ execu tions w i l l  n o t go too 
fa r :  “ C astro  and th e  peop le o f 
C uba have prescribed  a v io le n t 
rem e dy  fo r  a s ick  Cuba. T hey  
are ce rta in  to  cure  th e  a ilm en t. 
B u t those o f us w ho  love  fre e 
dom  can o n ly  hope th a t in  so 
do ing, th e y  do n o t k i l l  the  
p a tie n t.”

C U B A N  J IM  CR O W

U n e m p lo ym e n t and d is c r im 
in a tio n  are tw o  m a in  prob lem s 
c o n fro n tin g  the  new  C uban gov
e rnm en t, the  e d ito r  o f A fro -  
A m e rica n  noted. B o th  M ackay  
and Rep. A da m  C lay ton  P o w e ll 
have com m ented on the  need 
fo r  a F a ir  E m p lo y m e n t P ra c 
tices la w  in  Cuba.

W hen C uba ’s M in is te r  o f L a 
bor, Fernandez, in d ica te d  th a t 
un e m p lo ym e n t rem a ins  one o f 
C uba ’s m a jo r  p rob lem s, w ith  
abou t 600,000, o r on e -te n th  o f 
the  po p u la tio n , unem p loyed  in  
n o rm a l tim es, M acka y  observed 
th a t “ the  b igg e r p ro p o rtio n  o f 
these job less are co lored C u b 
ans.”

A f te r  th ree  days on the  scene, 
he said, “ I  am  conv inced Cuba 
needs an FEPC. F ro m  w h a t I  
have seen the  b e tte r pa y in g  
jobs, a t least in  H avana, are 
he ld  b y  Cubans o f l ig h te r  hue 
. . . I  have y e t to  see one o f the  
d a rk e r  b ro th e rs  in  one o f the

...Accept the Challenge
(C o n tin ued  f r o m Page 1)

am ounts a lloca ted  b y  fed e ra l 
and state governm ents  to  ho sp i
ta l co n s tru c tio n  are p id d lin g , 
and fe w  p r iv a te  hosp ita ls  are 
be ing  b u ilt .  T he  p ro d u c tio n  o f 
a n ti-b io tic s  is re s tr ic te d  by  the  
d ru g  m onopo lis ts . A s  a m odest 
s ta rte r, le t ’s adop t the  p ro jec ted  
S ov ie t rates o f g ro w th  in  the 
fie ld  o f m ed ica l care.

N o w , som ebody is sure to  a r 
gue th a t K h ru shch ev 's  prom ises 
are ju s t  cam paign o ra to ry , th a t 
he w o n ’t  keep them , and th a t 
i t ’s no race because w e ’l l  w in  
no m a tte r  h o w  l i t t le  w e  do. 
D on ’t  be so sure abou t th a t. 
The c o n tro l figu res d e a lin g  w ith  
im p ro ve d  l iv in g  standards w ere  
p u t in  the  S ov ie t seven-year 
p la n  b y  the  pressure o f the  
w o rk in g  peop le on th e  ru lin g  
bureaucracy. K h ru s h c h e v  made 
those prom ises to  decrease the 
danger o f w o rk e rs ’ u p ris in g s  to 
h is  reg im e. F o r the  same reason 
he w i l l  have to  d e liv e r  on a 
good p a r t  o f the  prom ises— the 
pressure o f the  w o rk in g  class is  
g e ttin g  s trong e r n o t w e a ke r in  
the  S ov ie t U n ion . I f  he doesn’t, 
ou t he ’l l  go, and th e  w o rke rs  
w i l l  ta ke  over.

In  the U.S., the labor m ove
ment hasn't been able to exact 
even a promise from  the pow- 
ers-that-be a b o u t  30-for-40, 
m inim um  wages or medical 
care. The union officials have 
no "control figures," and the 
workers lack an independent 
labor p arty  to make any goals 
they set come true. In  the field 
of c iv il rights, the N A A C P 's  
"control figure"—  "Free by S ix 
ty-th ree" —  faces dim  prospects 
of realization at present, be
cause the labor movement has
n 't swung its w eight behind 
the fight.

(
W here  co m p e titio n  ove r re 

spective  ra tes o f econom ic 
g ro w th  are concerned, I  ju s t 
do n ’t  th in k  th a t the  c a p ita lis t 
class can m ake the grade— e x 
cept b y  us ing  one device , w h ic h  
I  w i l l  m en tio n  sh o rtly . W h y  
even in  the  fie ld  o f w a te r re 
sources deve lopm ent, the  c a p i
ta lis t  class w o n ’t  ex te nd  its e lf  
to  m eet the  S ov ie t challenge. 
The  o th e r day, S enato r O ’M a- 
hooey (D -W yo .) con trasted  the  
S ov ie t p lans in  th is  f ie ld  w ith  
the  E isenhow er a d m in is tra t io n ’s 
d e te rm in a tio n  to  oppose any

new  p ro jec ts  in  the  fede ra l 
budget.

. I t  isn ’ t  th a t th e  b ig-business 
p o lic y  m akers have no p lans 
fo r  n a tio n a l econom ic g ro w th . 
T he  tro u b le  is th a t th e y  have 
too m any p lans— and each can
cels the  o th e r out.

J us t lis te n  to  th is  T o w e r o f 
B abe l “ p la n n in g ”  —  w h ic h  re 
flects the  a jja rc h y  o f c a p ita lis t 
p ro d u c tio n — as re p o rte d  by  E d 
w in  L . Da le in  the  Jan. 29 N ew  
Y o rk  T im es.

“ Some say fa r  g re a te r F ede r
al spend ing is essentia l to  speed 
up the  ra te  o f g ro w th . O thers 
say the  exact opposite: th a t the  
best p re s c rip tio n  fo r  g ro w th  is 
lo w e r  spend ing and hence lo w 
e r taxes, w h ic h  w o u ld  sup p ly  
m ore in ve s tm e n t cap ita l.

“ Some th in k  the  presen t s it 
u a tion  ca lls  fQr budget de fic its ; 
o thers b e lie ve  la rge  surp luses 
are the  r ig h t  m ed ic ine.

“ Some say h ig h  in te res t rates 
and ‘t ig h t ’ m oney g re a tly  de te r 
g ro w th  .. . . O thers  say h ig h  in 
te res t rates . . . he lp  g ro w th .

“ Some say a l i t t le  in fla t io n  
. . . O thers  say th a t [ th e re  can ’t 
be] to le ra tio n  o f even a ‘creep
in g ’ in fla t io n  . . .

“ Some say th a t g ro w th  can 
best be s tim u la te d  b y  ta x  re lie f  
. . . O thers  say the  reverse . . .

“ Some say h ig h e r wages are 
essentia l to  s p u r the  . ra te  o f 
g ro w th . O thers, w i th  equa l con
v ic tio n , say th a t g i'ea te r p ro fits  
are the  k e y .”

In  the end, the only sure-fire 
remedy the capitalist class 
knows is to boost w ar spending 
to lunar heights and impose the 
cost on the w orking people in 
the form  of higher taxes, h igh
er prices and a wage freeze. 
Guns not butter; and tighten  
your belt— that's th e ir plan.

To keep the  c o u n try  m o v in g  
ahead in d u s tr ia lly — and to  p ro 
v id e  peace, abundance and fre e 
dom  a t th e  same tim e  —  the  
w o rk in g  peop le w i l l  have to  do 
w h a t the  S ov ie t w o rk in g  class 
d id  in  1917. T h e y  w i l l  have to 
end the  c a p ita lis t m ode o f p ro 
d u c tio n  and rep lace i t  w ith  
p u b lic  ow ne rsh ip  o f in d u s try , 
tra n s p o rta tio n  and the  banks. 
T hen  the  c o u n try  w i l l  be ab le 
to p la n  its  econom ic g ro w th . 
T h a t ’s the  tru e  secret o f the  
S ov ie t U n io n ’s s w if t  econom ic 
deve lopm ent.

New York Debate
M u rry  Weiss, national com

m ittee m ember of the Social
ist W orkers P arty, and D avid  
McReynolds, 1958 Congres
sional candidate of the Social
ist Party-Social Democratic  
Federation, w ill debate social
ist electoral policy Friday  
evening, Feb. 27 at the M i l i 
tant Labor Forum , 116 U n i
versity Place, N ew  Y o rk  
C ity.
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way do they d iffer? W hich  stream of though t is most 
consistent and in  tune w ith  m ank ind ’s needs today?

Read th is  con tribu tion  by  W illia m  F. W arde to the 
in te rna tion a l discussion now going on in  in te lle c tua l 
circles on th is  im po rtan t topic. In  the w in te r issue of 
the In te rna tion a l Socialist Review. Send 35 cents fo r 
a copy.
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b e tte r-p a y in g  posts, as a te lle r  
in  a’ b a nk  o r c le rk in g  in  a de
p a rtm e n t s tore .”

In  response to  C astro ’s dec
la ra tio n  —  “ W e w i l l  see in  
Cuba o u r re v o lu t io n a ry  m o ve 
m e n t e lim in a te  a ll fo rm s  o f d is 
c r im in a t io n .”  —  M acka y  u rged  
speed in  d e liv e r in g  on th e  p ro m 
ise to  end the  hangovers  o f 
C uban J im  C row .

D a rk -s k in n e d  C ubans m a rc h 
ed b y  the  thousands a long  w ith  
w h ite -s k in n e d  Cubans in  the  
26th o f J u ly  m ovem en t. M a cka y  
said o f th is : "They paid w ith  
th e ir blood and courage for 
Cuba's new freedom from  to r
ture and tyranny. W ill they  
now be given equal shares in  
its economic life? That remains 
to be seen."

. . .  Purge Call
( C ontinued f ro m  Page 1)

the  “ p h ilo so p h y  o f M a rx is m - 
L e n in is m ”  o f “ e x tre m e ly  g re a t 
im p o rtan ce .”  T h a t is ho w  Sus- 
lo v  described one o f h is  c h ie f’s 
re m a rks  at the  21st Congress.

The dual process of flattery  
for Khrushchev and m ud-sling
ing denunciation of his form er 
rivals marks the fu rth er tig h t
ening of the bureaucratic caste 
around Khrushchev as the new  
supreme ru le r— the new Stalin . 
The difference between now and 
Stalin's heyday is that the 
bureaucracy confronts a re 
surgent w orking  class to whom  
the K rem lin  must continually  
m a k e  concessions including  
promises to observe "legality ."

T he re  is no question , h o w 
ever, un de r K h ru s h c h e v  —  as 
the re  was none un de r S ta lin  —  
o f g ra n tin g  the  S o v ie t p o p u la 
tio n  genu ine  de m ocra tic  r ig h ts . 
T h a t is w h y  the  e lim in a tio n  o f 
a r iv a l g ro u p in g  m ust take  
p lace th ro u g h  purge . A  debate 
be tw een co n tend in g  bu re a u cra 
t ic  groups be fo re  the  S ov ie t 
w o rk in g  class w o u ld  a llo w  the  
w o rk e rs  to  se ttle  the  d isp u te  
—  and in  the  process rem ove 
the e n tire  b u re a u c ra tic  caste 
f ro m  pow er.

P a ra lle l w ith  the  pu rge  m e
tho d  is th e  e le va tio n  b y  the  
b u rea ucracy  o f the  w in n e r  in  
the  in n e r p o w e r-s tru g g le  to  the  
po s itio n  o f suprem e a rb ite r  o f 
a ll fu r th e r  d isputes. T h a t was 
S ta lin ’s ro le , and i t  is n o w  
K h ru s h c h e v ’s.

O ne o f the  crim es la id  a t the  
door o f M o lo to v  e t a l w h e n  
th e y  w e re  rem oved fro m  p o w e r 
in  Jun e  1957 w as th a t th e y  
“ cam e o u t aga inst m easures . . . 
to  im p ro v e  re la tio n s  w ith  Y u g o 
s la v ia .”  S ince then , how ever, 
K h ru s h c h e v  has launched a n e w  
a tta c k  on th e  Y ug o s la v  C om 
m u n is t P a rty . T he  21st C on
gress heard  fu r th e r  d e n u n c i
a tions o f T ito . S im u lta n e o u s ly , 
the  S ov ie t go ve rn m e n t reduced 
the  vo lum e  o f its  tra d e  w ith  
Y ugos lav ia .

A d v e rtis e m e n t A d v e rtis e m e n t

Fill Those Gaps
F i l l  in  those g a p s 'in  y o u r  

b o o ksh e lf on N egro  h is to ry :1 
I f -  you  decide - on th re e  o r 
m ore books, h e lp  y o u rs e lf to  
a 10% d e du c tion  w h e n  you  
m ake o u t the  o rder.

The H a w k  and the Sun. B y
B y ro n  H . Reece. D o rm a n t 
ra c ia l p re ju d ic e  fla re s  in to  
v io le n t ac tio n  in  a sm a ll 
S ou the rn  to w n . A  re a lis tic , 
tense no ve l b y  a n a tiv e  o f 
the  S outh. W as $3. N o w  $.95.

Economic Resources and 
Policies of the South. B y  C a l
v in  B . H o ove r and B. U. 
R a tch fo rd . A  v a lu a b le  re fe r 
ence w o rk . W as $5. N o w  $.95.

Theodore W eld, Crusader 
for Freedom. B y  B e n ja m in  P. 
Thom as. C a r l S an db u rg ’s re c 
om m e nd a tion : “ T here  was an 
u rg e n t need fo r  th is  e x c it in g  
b io g ra p h y  o f th e  g rea t, lo v 
able, p ic tu resq ue  b u t  p u b lic 
ity -s h y  A b o lit io n is t,  w h o  was 
a s to rm -b ird  in  the  m a k in g  
o f A m e ric a n  H is to ry .”  Tops 
in  o u r o p in io n  fo r  in d ic a tin g  
h o w  m uch the  A b o lit io n is ts  
o f yes te rd ay  w ere  l ik e  the  
socia lis ts  o f tpd ay . W as $4.25. 
N o w  $.95.

Montgom ery, A labam a —  
M oney, Mississippi —  and 
O ther Places. B y  E ve  M e r r i-  
am. V iv id  p o e try  on some 
v iv id  events in  th e  S outh. 
T y p ic a l t it le s  :“ Bus B o y c o tt” ; 
“ M a r t in  L u th e r  and O th e r 
Peop le” ; “ M iss L u c y ” ; “ The  
E ld e r ly  W a lk in g  W om an .”  
Was $.25. N o w  $.15.

The Strange Career of Jim  
Crow. B y  C. V a n n  W ood
w a rd . H o w  J im  C ro w  re a lly  
began in  the  T w e n tie th  C en
tu ry . H is to ry  w r it te n  w ith  an

eye to  the  u n d e r ly in g  eco
no m ic  in te res ts . - Was- $1.50. 
N o w  $1.19.

t

Black Reconstruction in  
Am erica —  1860-1880, B y  W .
E. B . D uB ois . A m e ric a ’s o n ly  
fu ll- le n g th ,  co m p le te ly  docu
m en ted  s tu d y  o f th e  pe riod . 
W as $6.50. N o w  $3.95.

Negroes on the M arch. B y
D a n ie l G ue rin . A  F rench  h is 
to r ia n  and p o lit ic a l w r i te r  r e 
p o rts  on h is  t r ip  th ro u g h  the  
S ou th  w ith  a N egro com 
pan ion . A c u te  ob se rva tion  and 
so lid  ana lys is  o f th e  s tru g g le  
fo r  e q u a lity . W as $2. N o w  
$1.50. (P aperback $1.)

Thaddeus Stevens, A  Being  
D a rk ly  Wise and Rudely  
G reat. B y  R a lph  K o rn g o ld . 
P o r tra it  o f the  tough , fa r -  
seeing p o lit ic a l le ad e r w h o  
ra n  Congress in  b e h a lf o f  the  
s tru g g le  against s la v e ry  in  
th e  C iv i l  W a r and Recon
s tru c tio n  periods. W as $6. 
N o w  $1.65.

The Class-Struggle Road to 
Negro Equality . T he  v ie w  o f 
the  S oc ia lis t W o rke rs  P a r ty  
on ho w  to  abo lish  J im  C row . 
$.25.

Labor: Free and Slave. B y
B e rn a rd  M an de l. W here the  
w h ite  w o rk e rs  and th e ir  o r 
ganized m ovem ents  stood in  
th e  f ig h t aga inst s la ve ry . 
O n ly  a fe w  copies le f t  o f th is  
o r ig in a l s tud y . Was $3. N o w  
$1.

Tender W arriors. N egro  
c h ild re n  o f L i t t le  R ock in  the  
fo re fro n t  o f the  s trugg le  fo r  
school in te g ra tio n . A s  seen 
th ro u g h  the  cam era eye. Was 
$1.50. N o w  $.99.
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O'Hara and the Page Boy
There ’s not m uch the D ix iecra ts  can 

do about m aking the House of Represen
ta tives a club fo r w hites only. Some Con
gressional d is tric ts  in  the N o rth  insist on 
e lecting Negroes; and the Southern B our
bons have not ye t discovered a w ay of 
ba rring  them  on grounds of skin color.

I t ’s a d iffe ren t m a tte r so fa r  as the 
pages are concerned. The Southern racists 
—w ith  the acquiescence of th e ir  N orthern  
colleagues—insist tha t the boys h ired at 
pub lic  expense to run  errands fo r Con
gressmen can have noth ing cream, ye llow , 
red, b row n or black about them  except 
fo r  the h a ir on th e ir  heads.

This evidence o f the b igo try  of the 
m a jo r ity  o f D em ocratic and Republican 
Congressmen got nationa l a tten tion  last 
week when Rep. B a rre tt O ’Hara, a labor- 
endorsed Democrat, though t i t  a shrewd 
po litica l gesture in  v iew  of the heavy 
Negro vote in  Chicago’s Second D is tr ic t 
where he comes from , to nom inate James 
A. Johnson, Jr., fo r one of the page-boy 
jobs.

The nom ination  was a good one, fo r 
14-year-old James is an honor student 
who has already settled on m edicine as 
h is choice fo r the fu tu re . The $1,800 a 
year w ou ld  help pay expenses in  college 
and i f  he d id w e ll in  the school tha t pages 
attend he m igh t w in  a scholarship.

H is m other helped make up the ex
pense fo r the t r ip  and w ent w ith  h im  to

W ashington to take the job  in  accordance 
w ith  O ’H ara ’s inv ita tion .

B u t O ’Hara suddenly became evasive 
and ve ry  vague. A n  un identified member 
of Rep. W a lte r’s House Patronage Com
m ittee  spoke fo r h im  — an un fo rtuna te  
case of “ m istaken id e n tity .”  The job, i t  
seems, had been awarded to another boy 
from  Chicago—one w ith  a w h ite  skin.

James Johnson drew  the obvious con
clusion: “ The Southern Congressmen don’t 
w an t me.”  H is m other added ca lm ly: “ D is
appointm ents are a part of education and 
of life . J im m y ’s education is s t il l going 
on.”

W hen the shabby trea tm ent of the 14- 
year-old honor student made fro n t pages 
in  the na tion ’s press, O’Hara reaeted like  
a typ ica l lib e ra l Democrat. He d id  not 
denounce the Southern Congressmen. He 
said i t  was a ll a “ m isunderstanding.”  He 
d id  not in troduce a measure on F a ir Em 
p loym ent Practices in  the h ir in g  o f pages. 
Instead he proposed a compromise b il l  to 
increase the num ber of page- boys by one.

W hether th is  token in teg ra tion  among 
the House’s page boys w i l l  be acceptable 
to the Southerners remains to be seen. 
W ashington experts th in k  • tha t the b ill 
w i l l  most lik e ly  encounter “ massive re
sistance.”

L e t’s hope tha t the pub lic  clam or is 
su ffic ien t to w in  passage o f the measure. 
I t ’s tim e Congress made h is fb ry  by accept
ing the firs t Negro among its page boys.

Where to Get the Money
The New Y o rk  Post has become an 

advocate o f R ockefe lle r’s tax gouge. The 
ed ito r m ainta ins tha t the ta,xes w i l l  be 
re tu rned  to the w orkers in  the fo rm  of 
pub lic  services. Since th is  genera lly Demo
cra tic  paper sees no o ther solution, the 
w orkers m ust foot the  b ill.  “ . . . libe ra l, 
humane governm ent cannot be bought at 
bargain prices.”

Low-incom e w orkers w i l l  be caught 
in  a fou r-w ay bind: Federal income tax, 
state income tax, add itiona l c igarette and 
gasoline taxes, and ve ry  lik e ly  'a four- 
cent New Y o rk  C ity  sales tax.

In  re tu rn  w i l l  they receive adequate 
housing, schools, hospitals, day nurseries, 
medical care? The past performances of 
the Republicans and Democrats are not 
reassuring. In  fact, workers who have few 
illus ions about the tw o -pa rty  system can 
be heard a ll over New Y ork : “ Le t Rocke
fe lle r, the b illiona ire , dig in  his own

pockets.”
The Post “ concedes,”  fo r argum ent’s 

sake, tha t the tax program  w i l l  affect the 
lower-incom e brackets. B u t i t  cries: “ Who 
has an a lte rna tive  plan? Do the po litica l 
m ourners favo r a steep rise in  corporate 
taxes? W hat o ther sources of revenue do 
they urge? So fa r the answer is silence.”

I t  is true  tha t b ig business politic ians, 
Republican, Democrat, or L ibe ra l, offer 
no d iffe ren t solution — even i f  they y e ll 
about the tax gouge. A t bottom  they favor 
socking the w orker.

B u t w hy  stick w ith  them? Socialists 
have a solution. F irs t, tax a ll the profits 
fro m  arm aments production. Second, im 
pose a 100% tax on a ll incomes over $25,- 
000. T h ird , nationalize the holdings of 
b illiona ires  like  Rockefeller. This ought 
to be enough to balance the budget and 
begin to provide some of the social ser
vices we’re en titled  to.

D A V ID  A N D  G O L IA T H , Laura Gray's com m entary on the struggle for in teg ra tio n . of 
the schools in the South, published in  the M ilita n t Oct. 11, 1954.

Negro History W eek

How the Colored People 
Brought Schools to South

B y A le x  H arte

W hy Not Here?
W ashington po litic ians like  to ta lk  

about how Am erica is reeducating the 
West German people to the “ dem ocratic 
w ay of life .”  M eanwhile, ef course, they 
help strengthen the German capita lists 
who insta lled  fascism in  power. Despite 
the Am erican occupation forces, however, 
the West German w orkers have won some 
gains tha t Am erican labor can afford to 
study.

For example, a group of West G er
man tra d e  unionists on a tou r of th is 
country  recently  were appalled by the 
p lig h t of the jobless. “ Everyw here we go 
we ta lk  to unemployed w orkers in 
unions,”  one of the v is ito rs to ld  a C hris- 
tia n  Science M o n ito r correspondent Jan. 
27. “ They com plain th a t those who are 
w ith o u t jobs th rough no fa u lt of th e ir  own 
get help, bu t not enough. In  G erm any a 
jobless w orke r gets about 65 per cent of 
h is w eekly  wage fo r as long as he is un
employed — not ju s t fo r a lim ite d  tim e .”

This stands in  sharp contrast to the 
U n ited  States where jobless compensation 
averages between 30 and 35 per cent of 
the w eekly  wage and where 26 weeks is 
the longest tha t any state pays benefits. 
(Last year Congress added benefits fo r a 
m axim um  of 13 extra  weeks. That was on 
the eve of the elections. A fte r  the election 
the W hite  House proposed to end th is 
pam pering of the unemployed by A p r il 1.)

Congressmen, qu ite  com fortab le on 
$22,500 a year, exp la in  they don’t  w an t to 
“ encourage idleness”  by extending com
pensation to cover the fu l l  period of un
em ploym ent. ,

E qua lly  w e ll-pa id  union bureaucrats 
like  Meany and Reuther see eye to eye on 
th is  w ith  the Democrats they endorsed 
fo r  Congress. They, too, favo r teaching 
the “ Am erican w ay”  to the German w o rk 
ers, bu t not the German w ay to the 
Am erican workers.

"The Slump Was a Godsend"
“ H igher wages are in fla tiona ry ; they 

are responsible fo r h igher prices.”  This 
argum ent, as old as capita lism  itse lf, is 
shouted in  the press, over the radio and 
TV , and from  the W hite  House and Con
gress every tim e  w orkers request another 
n icke l an hour.

Back in  1865 K a r l M a rx  demolished 
the argum ent in  a speech la te r published 
as his classic pam phlet “ Value, P rice and 
P ro fit.”  B u t i f  you ’d like  some 1959 testi
m ony from  the horse’s m outh itse lf tha t 
wage increases are not responsible fo r 
price hikes, don’t  miss the Jan. 30 issue 
of the W a ll S treet Journal.

“ The slum p was a godsend,”  was the 
response of one appliance dealer to a 
Journa l query on his present price and 
sales situation.

This conclusion was based on the fact 
tha t a lo t of com petitors w en t to the w a ll 
du ring  the slump; w h ile  consumers now 
appear to be able to absorb s tiffe r prices; 
and costs, especially labor costs, have 
e ithe r been held to the line  or have gone 
down.

W h irlpoo l autom atic clothes washers, 
fo r  instance," w e n t.u p  $11 wholesale last 
year, “ bu t w e ’re ge tting  $20 m ore fo r 
them ,”  reported a Pennsylvania dealer.

The wholesale price of a 21-inch Philco 
T V  was increased a do lla r an inch last 
year, bu t a Houston dealer is ge tting  an 
extra  $30 fo r them.

“ W e’re charging three to five per cent 
more fo r m a jo r appliances, but* our costs 
have gone up on ly  tw o to three per cent,” 
said a buyer fo r a big Chicago discount 
house. A  com petitor added, “ W e’re charg
ing about $10 m ore — and ge tting  i t  — 
fo r some new te levis ion sets tha t are cost
ing us on ly three to five dollars more at 
wholesale.”

The N o rfo lk  dealer who saw the re 
cession as a “ godsend”  explained, “ We 
had become fa t, sassy and stup id .”  He 
m ay s t i l l  be fa t and sassy, bu t he is no 
longer stupid.

He fired 26 of his 191 employees d u r
ing th f  slum p and hasn’t  reh ired a single 
one despite the fact tha t his sales fo r the 
last h a lf o f 1958 topped the same period 
the year before by 15 per cent.

I t ’s a tim e-tested form ula . Use a 
slum p to cut down the payro ll and speed 
up; the  rem ain ing workers; take over your 
com petitors’ markets; boost prices; and 
then h o lle r like  h e ll about the “ in fla tion 
a ry ”  consequences of wage increases.

The South owes its public- 
school system to the Negro 
people. "Public education for
all at public expense, was, in 
the South, a Negro idea," says 
D r. W .E.B. Du Bois. the great 
Negro scholar, in his monum en
tal history. Black Reconstruc
tion, 1860-1880.

The Negroes created th e ir
ow n  co m m u n ity  - s u p p o r t e d  
schools in  m any areas fo l lo w 
ing em anc ipa tion . T h e ir  de
m ands led the  U n ion  A rm y  in 
the C iv il W ar and la te r  the  
F reedm an ’s B ureau  (a federa l 
g o ve rn m en t agency) to  estab
lish  a school system  fo r  them . 
T he  S ou the rn  reco ns truc tio n
governm ents  then  took over. 
B e g in n in g  in  1868, they  estab
lished  the free , com pu lsory , 
p u b lic -scho o l system  in  the  
S outh. These governm ents  in 
c luded a h ig h  p ro p o rtio n  of
N egro  leg is la to rs , w ho  pushed 
v ig o ro u s ly  fo r  free  p u b lic  edu
cation.

T h a t ’s the  record. A n d  i t  
ough t to be tru m p e te d  N o rth , 
S outh, East and W est d u r in g  
N egro H is to ry  W eek (Feb. 8-14) 
th is  yea r, as N egro  com m un itie s  
dow n South  con tinu e  th e ir  
he ro ic  b a ttle  fo r  school in te 
g ra tio n  —  a fig h t th e y  wage 
bo th  fo r  th e ir  ow n advance
m ent and the advancem ent o f 
the  South.

P L A N T E R S ' REC O R D

The o th e r h a lf  o f the  record 
shows th a t the  S ou the rn  w h ite  
ru l in g  class denied educa tion - 
fo r -a l l be fore  the C iv i l  W ar, 
fo u g h t i t  d u r in g  the  reco ns truc 
t io n  pe riod , and c r ip p le d  and 
s tun te d  i t  w hen th e y  rega ined 
pow er a fte r  1876. T he  p a ll o f 
J im  C ro w  the y  th re w  upon the 
pub lic -schoo l system  he lped de
b il ita te  educa tion  fo r  the  w h ite  
w o rk in g  people as w e ll as fo r  
the  Negroes (a lth o u g h  i t  in -  
ju re d  the  Negroes m ost).

In  p re -C iv i l W a r days, the  
s lave-ho lders  had made i t  .a 
pena l offense to  teach Negroes. 
“ The  law s on th is  p o in t w e re  
e x p lic it  and severe,”  says D u 
Bois. T hey  covered free Negroes 
as w e ll as slaves. D esp ite  the 
la w , the  Negroes conducted 
c landestine  schools. A  core o f 
N egro  teachers em erged. W hen 
in te g ra te d  p u b lic  schools w ere  
opened in  C harles ton, South 
C aro lina , in 1865, 25 o f the 42 
teachers w ere  colored.

The stale of education among 
whites prior to the C iv il W ar 
is revealed in the following  
figures. Among poor whites in 
V irg in ia , less than h alf of the 
children attended school in 
1851 and they had only 11 
weeks schooling during the 
year. In  Georgia, in 1865, the 
whole state fund for schools 
was $23,335. A  num ber of states 
carried free public-school legis
lation on the books, but they 
w ere but feebly implemented.

H ere is how  a re p o rt p u b lis h 
ed s h o rtly  a fte r  th e  C iv il W ar 
s iim s up the  s itu a tio n : “ P r io r  
to  the  a b o lit io n  o f s lavery , 
the re  was no genera l p u b lic  
educa tiona l system , p ro p e r ly  
speaking, in  the  S ou thern  
states, except perhaps, in  N o rth  
C a ro lina . . . . E m erg in g  fro m  
th e ir  bondage, the  Negroes in  
the  v e ry  be g in n in g  m an ifested 
the  u tm os t eagerness fo r  in 
s tru c tio n , and th e ir  hu ng er was 
m et by  a correspond ing  re a d i
ness on the  p a rt o f the  people 
o f the  N o rth  to  m ake p ro v is io ns  
fo r  i t . ”  (Q uoted by  D u Bois.)

T he  f irs t  mass educa tiona l

endeavors in the  South  w ere  
due to  the  freedm en. F ro m  1865 
to 1870h the  F reedm an ’s B ureau  
spent $5.3 m il lio n  on educa tion 
o f Negroes in  the  S outh, 
churches and societies gave $1.5 
m il lio n  fro m  1868 to 1870, and 
Negroes c o n trib u te d  $785,000 
between 1866-70. These figures 
reve a l the  tra n s fo rm a tio n  in  
schoo ling  th a t the  freedm en 
w ro u g h t in  the  S outh.

N E W  F U N C T IO N  
FO R  S L A V E  M A R T

T h e ir  passion fo r  le a rn in g  
kne w  no obstacle o f p lace o r 
c ircum stance . In  S a v a n n a h ,  
G eorg ia , the ex-slaves, fo r  w a n t 
o f o th e r space, converted  an 
old  slave m a rt in to  a school. 
“ The bars w h ic h  m a rke d , the 
slave s ta lls  w e re  knocked dow n 
to  m ake m ore space fo r  seating. 
To th is  and o th e r places flo c k 
ed the  freed  people o f eve ry  
age and shade, eager fo r  th a t 
book le a rn in g  w h ic h  re a lly  
seemed to  them  the ke y  to 
th e ir  advance.”

The fo rm e r ru le rs  in c ited  
m ob actions aga inst th e  N egro 
schools. “ N ig g e r teacher”  be
came the  m ost op p ro b rio us  e p i
th e t in  th e ir  voca bu la ry . They 
vow ed th a t the  N egro  “ sha ll 
not ow n  an acre o f la nd  or 
have any schools.”

Despite  w h ite  oppos ition , the  
N egro  schools g rew , and th e ir  
success paved the  w a y  fo r  re 
con s tru c tion  le g is la tu re s  a n d  
c o n s titu tio n a l conven tions to 
create fu ll- fle d g e d  m odern public-school

 systems. (These are 
th e  le g is la tu re s  and conven
tions  th a t rac is t h is to r ia n s  say 
b ro u g h t ru in  to  the  S outh.)

F . J. Moses, governor of 
South Carolina, commented that 
whereas once " it was a statu
tory offense . . .  to im part even 
the rudim ents of a common 
school education to a South 
Carolinian, because, forsooth, 
he was black, . . . the recon
structed government has made 
it a statutory offense to hinder 
or prevent any ¿child in the 
State, of w hatever color, from  
obtaining a common school edu
cation. Nay, we have even gone 
further, and demanded, by our 
Constitution, that their atten
dance at school shall be com
pulsory."

D u Bois quotes C o lone l R ic h 
ard P. H a llo w e ll:  “ T he  w h ite s  
had a lw ays  regarded th e  p u b lic  
school system  o f the  N o rth  w ith  
con tem pt. The  freedm an  in tro 
duced and established it ,  and 
i t  stands today a l iv in g  te s ti
m ony.”

N EG RO ES B E T R A Y E D

Then came the  b e tra y a l in  
1876 o f the freedm an  by  N o r th 
e rn  B ig  Business to the  fo rm e r 
s lave - ow ners. R econstruction  
came to an end, as fede ra l 
troops w ere  p u lle d  ou t o f the  
South. The D em ocrats to o k  
ove r again. T h e ir  governm ents  
tr ie d  to  reverse the  process o f 
educa tion  to  con d itions  p re v a il
in g  a n te -b e llu m  and th e y  p a r
t ia l ly  succeeded. To th is  day, 
as a resu lt, S ou the rn  schools 
are fa r  in fe r io r  to  those in  the  
N o rth .
i Today, the  racists th rea ten  to 
des troy  the  pu b lic -scho o l sys
tem  a lto g e th e r ra th e r tha n  p e r
m it  in te g ra tio n . T h a t is in  lin e  
w ith  th e ir  conduct ove r the  
la s t 175 years. T hey  have a l
ready a b o l i s h e d  com pu lso ry  
school a ttendance in  V irg in ia  
in  o rd e r to  in c ite  fu r th e r  re 

sistance to  in te g ra tio n . In  L i t t le  
Rock, w here  the  f irs t  free  
schools o f any k in d  w ere  c re 
ated by  the  N egro  c o m m u n ity  
in  1865, the y  keep the  h igh  
schools shut.

But their sabotage of learn 
ing w ill be defeated. They can't 
block progress forever. And  
progress in education in the 
South lies w ith  the victory of 
the Negro people in their fight 
for integration.

The American 
W ay of Life

San Francisco Incident
This is a story about an inc ident in San Francisco. B u t 

i t  could have happened in  any Am erican c ity . The facts 
were reported by G lo ria  S. N apier to the Am erican C iv il 
L ib e rtie s  U n io n  o f N o rth e rn
C a lifo rn ia  w h ic h  pub lished  her
le tte r  o f p ro tes t to  M a yo r G eorge 
C h ris to p h e r in  the  J a n u a ry  
issue o f its  News.

A ro u n d  n ine  o ’c lock  in  the 
even ing  o f Dec. 20, Sam uel B. 
N ap ie r, b ro th e r  o f G lo r ia  and 
a- m em ber o f the  U n ite d  States 
N a vy , was w a lk in g  along M is 
sion s tree t in  c iv i l ia n  clothes. 
H is a rm  bore a sm a ll needle 
p u nc tu re , fo r  he had ju s t u n d e r
gone a N a vy  phys ica l e xa m in a 
tion , w h ic h  inc luded  a blood 
test, in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  h is d is 
charge th ree  days la te r  a fte r  14 
years o f service.

The p o lice  earner a long at th a t 
m om ent and o rdered  everyone 
on the  s id e w a lk  to lin e  up, face 
the  b u ild in g , ' p u t th e ir  fee t 
apa rt, keep th e ir  hands up and 
th e ir  heads dow n. A n  o ffice r 
searched the  group.

H A U L  T H E M  TO  J A IL

T hen  w ith o u t the  least e x 
p lan a tion , the  cops ca lled  the 
w agon and hau led  - th e ir  v ic t im s  
o ff to ja i l .

T he re  th e y  w ere  questioned 
unde r b r ig h t lig h ts  and some 
w ere  released. B u t Sam uel B. 
N a p ie r was n o t tu rn e d  loose. 
He had . a needle m a rk  on his 
a rm . A n d  he was a Negro.

Tl^e po lice  fo rced  h im  to  s tr ip  
naked so th a t th e y  cou ld  s tudy  
his sk in  fo r  o th e r needle m arks. 
T hey  g r ille d  h im , t r y in g  to  
m ake h im  “ confess”  h is  “ g u i l t ”  
as a na rco tics  add ic t.

T hey  pa id  no a tte n tio n  to  his 
protests. T hey  d id  n o t even 
b o th e r to  lo ok  ove r h is id e n t i f i
ca tion  papers. T hey  to ld  h im  to 
g ive  the m  his f in g e rp r in ts  and 
w hen he refused, as was his 
lega l r ig h t,  th e y  ta lk e d  abou t 
g iv in g  h im  a w o rk in g  ove r w ith  
a hose.

N a tu ra lly  th e y  refused to le t 
h im  c a ll h is  fa m ily ,  w h o  w ere

w a it in g  fo r  h im  to come hom e 
to ce leb ra te  h is th ir ty -s e c o n d  
b ir th d a y .

N a p ie r’s id e n tific a tio n  and e x 
p la n a tio n  w e re  re a d ily  accepted 
by the  Shore P a tro l w hen the y  
showed up, b u t the  po lice  s t i l l  
re fused to le t the  N egro  sa ilo r 
go unless he w o u ld  agree to  be 
f in g e rp rin te d . I t  was one a.m. 
be fore  he, was f in a lly  released.

“ T h is  k in d  o f h u m ilia t io n  and 
inconven ience to  an innocen t 
person w a lk in g  a long the  s tree t 
is e n t ire ly  unca lled  fo r ,”  M iss 
N a p ie r w ro te . “ I f  the  po lice  are 
go ing  to fu n c tio n  in  th is  m a h j 
ner, i t  w o u ld  appear unsafe fo r  
any person to  w a lk  a long the  
s tree t. I  rea lize  the re  are ce r
ta in  po lice  procedures th a t are 
c a rrie d  o u t fo r  the  p ro te c tio n  
o f the  p u b lic , b u t in  so do ing  
i t  seems to  me' the  p u b lic  is 
e n tit le d  to  a c e rta in  a m o un t o f 
respect.

“ T h is  t im e  w asted on p u tt in g  
m y  b ro th e r th ro u g h  the  ‘ th ird  
degree’ so to  speak, was a waste 
o f the  San F rancisco ta xp a ye rs ’ 
m oney. The h u m ilia t io n  to  m y 
b ro th e r and th e  p o s s ib ility  o f 
h a v in g  a po lice  reco rd  is im 
m easurab le  in  te rm s o f the 
ha rm  done to h im .

“ A l l  o f th is  cou ld  have been 
avo ided w ith  a s ing le  te lephone 
ca ll to  N a v a l A u th o r it ie s  to 
v e r i fy  h is s ta tem ent, o r i f  the  
o ffice rs  had been in te llig e n t 
enough to read h is  id e n tific a tio n  
card.

“ H o w  w o u ld  y o u  l ik e  to  have 
th is  happen to  a m em ber o f 
y o u r  fa m ily ?  I t  is u n lik e ly  th a t 
i t  cou ld  happen to  you , b u t I  
c e r ta in ly  w o u ld  no t l ik e  to  have 
i t  happen to  me.

“ A s  m ayo r o f th is  c ity  you  
shou ld  be aw are  o f th is  be
h a v io r on the  p a rt o f po lice  o f
ficers, w h ic h  is the  rea l purpose 
o f th is  le tte r. I  hope you  w i l l  
do som eth ing  abou t it . ! ’

Headlines in Other Lands
New Party Says 
It  Opposes Franco

A  new  p a r ty  o f lib e ra ls  and 
fo rm e r F a lang ists, the  U n ion  
Espan ola (Spanish U n io n ), an 
nounced its  fo rm a tio n  Feb. 1 
in  defiance o f the  la w  ba nn ing  
a ll pa rties  ( in  S pa in ) except 
F ranco ’s Falange.

T he  announcem ent was made 
a t a d in n e r he ld  p u b lic ly  in  
the  h e a rt o f M a d rid . I t  was 
a ttended by  n e a r ly  100 b a n k 
ers, la w ye rs , u n iv e rs ity  p ro fes
sors, m em bers o f the  o ffice r 
caste and others. The  p a r ty  in 
c ludes Rom an C a th o lic  m o n a r
ch ists such as Jose M a ria  G il 
Robles.

Socia lists, A na rch is ts , Social 
D em ocrats and L e ft-W in g  C h ris 
t ia n  D em ocra ts d id  no t p a r t ic i
pate.

The  success o f the  C uban 
re v o lu tio n  has a la rm ed ru l in g  
c irc les in  Spain, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  
v ie w  o f the  g ro w in g  po pu la r 
restiveness no ted in  recent 
m onths. The new  p a r ty  m ay  be 
insurance aim ed at keep ing  the  
exp los ive  sen tim en ts  fro m  f in d 
in g  re v o lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t e x 
pression.

i  >

Calls Haitian  
Dictator's Hand

F o rm e r P res iden t D a n ie l F ig - 
nole o f H a it i said Feb. 1 th a t 
he had tw ic e  asked P res iden t 
F ranco is D u v a lie r  fo r  p e rm is 
sion to re tu rn  to H a it i fro m  
e x ile  in  N ew  Y o rk  a fte r  the 
d ic ta to r —  im pressed by  w h a t 
happened to  B a tis ta  —  p ro m 
ised to end h is  d ic ta to r ia l p rac
tices and restore  dem ocracy.

The H a it ia n  d ic ta to r d id  no t 
re p ly , so F ign o le  sent h im  a 
te legram  denounc ing  his “ re 
trog ra de  d ic ta to rs h ip .”

F ign o le  live s  w ith  h is w ife  
and e ig h t c h ild re n  in  N ew  Y o rk . 
A lth o u g h  he is a m athem atics  
teacher, he has been unab le  to 
get a job.

The S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t re ce n t
ly  a d m itte d  th a t i t  had sent a 
M a rine  Corps m iss ion  to  he lp  
d ic ta to r D u y a lie r  re b u ild  h is 
a rm y.

W om en Engineers 
Find Best Chances 
In Soviet Union

A lth o u g h  w om en f in d  p re ju 
dice and obstacles in  th e ir  w a y  
in  the  en g inee rin g  profession, 
the  fie ld  is b e g inn ing  to open 
up  fo r  them , a su rve y  con du c t
ed by  the  U n ite d  N a tions  re 
veals.

G reatest o p p o rtu n ity  is in  the  
S ov ie t U n io n  w h ic h  leads the  
w o r ld  in  em p lo ym e n t o f w o m 
en engineers. O f the  c o u n try ’s 
to ta l force, 233,000 o r about 
29%, are w om en.

Swiss W om en  
Still Denied V o te

S w itz e rla n d  has the  re p u ta 
tio n  o f be ing one o f th e  m ost 
dem ocra tic  cou n trie s  in  the  
w o r ld , b u t i t  rem a ins  the  o n ly  
na tio n  in  E urope  th a t s t i l l  de
nies w om en th e ir  r ig h t  to  vote.

In  a n a tio n w id e  re fe re nd um  
on the  issue Feb. 1 m a le  vo te rs  
tu rn e d  do w n  the  advocates o f 
su ffrage fo r  w o m en 654,924 to 
323,307. B u t the  w om en d id  
succeed in  w in n in g  in  th ree  
cantons fo r  the  f irs t tim e .

S ince 1919 the re  had been 25 
ne ga tive  votes on w o m en ’s s u f
frage  in  va riou s  cantons. T h is  
was the  f irs t  n a tio n a l re fe re n 
dum .

R eac tio na ry  a rgum ents  heard  
in  A m e rica  be fo re  w om en w on 
the  vo te  a t th e  end o f W o rld  
W ar I  w e re  used in  th e  Swiss 
re fe re nd um , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  
Rom an C a th o lic  areasi. A  t y p i 
cal a n t i- fe m in is t  poster read: 
“ I f  a w om an is happy, w h a t 
does p o lit ic s  mean to  her? I f  
she is un happy, w i l l  p o lit ic s  
m ake any d iffe rence?”

In  the  U S A  and B r ita in ,  such 
gems aroused the  answ er the y  
deserved, m il i ta n t  tac tics  th a t 
f in a lly  b ro u g h t v ic to ry  in  the 
s tru g g le  fo r  e le c to ra l e q u a lity .

Soviet Union Ahead  
In ICBM Race

G ove rn m e n t space experts  
have to ld  Congress th a t the  
S ov ie t U n ion  is ahead o f the  
U n ite d  States b y  12 to 20 
m on ths  in  ro cke t and space 
techno logy . T hey  be lieve  th a t 
the S ov ie t a rm ed forces cou ld  
now  p in p o in t an A m e rica n  c ity  
w ith  a b a llis tic  m iss ile  • fired  
m ore  tha n  5,000 m iles  aw ay.

A l l  p resen t defenses against 
such a m iss ile  have been o u t
moded, fo r  i t  w o u ld  a r r iv e  on 
ta rg e t w ith  its  a to m ic  head 
w i th in  15 m in u te s  fro m  f ir in g  
tim e .

I t  w o u ld  re q u ire  abou t five  
years to  catch up w ith  S ov ie t 
deve lopm ents  in  th is  fie ld  and 
then o n ly  i f  p resen t p lans and 
schedules w e re  ra d ic a lly  re 
v ised and the  S o v ie t U n io n  d id  
no t step up its  side o f the  race.

R ocke t e x p e rt D r. von  B ra u n  
to ld  Sen. S y m in g to n  (D -M o.) 
th a t the  U.S. p o s itio n  w o u ld  be 
m i l i t a r i ly  “ hopeless”  w i th in  “ the 
n e x t decade.”

Labor Unrest 
Noted in France

The W a ll S tree t Jou rna l, 
w h ic h  is sens itive  to  such 
th ings , rep o rted  Feb. 2 th a t, 
signs o f “ g ro w in g  la b o r un rest 
em erged in  F rance o ve r the  
w eekend .”  The un res t is due to 
the  slash in  the  s tandard  o f 
l iv in g  re c e n tly  o rdered  b y  De 
G au lle . A m on g  the  signs:

“ The heavy  m ach in e ry  m ake r, 
F iv e s -L ille -V a il,  fire d  867 w o rk 
ers F r id a y  and cu t the  w o rk  
w eek fo r  th e  rest o f its  fo rce .”  
W hen news spread, 4,000 w o rk 
ers occupied the  p lan ts  a t F ives, 
a L i l le  suburb , End he ld  the  
p la n t m anagem ent and 1,600 
w h ite -c o lla r  em ployes in  cus
tody. W hen a com pany o f tough  
s e c u rity  guards b roke  up the  
s tr ik e , 3,000 w o rk e rs  in  an o the r 
F iv e s -L il le -V a il p la n t a t n e ig h 
b o rin g  D ena in  s tru c k  in  p ro test. 
G ove rn m en t la b o r inspectors 
S a tu rd a y  cooled w o rk e rs  o ff b y  
g e ttin g  the  com pany to  agree 
to  tw o  m o n th s ’ severance pay, 
e ffo rts  to  f in d  new  places fo r  
the  fire d  men, and to le t  the  
w o rk e rs  re m a in  in  com pany- 
ow ned apa rtm en ts  fo r  as long  
as tw o  years.”

“ W h a t’s m ost s ig n ifica n t abou t 
th is  p a r tic u la r  f la re up ,”  con
tinu es  the  J o u rn a l, “ is th a t 
m em bers o f n o n -C om m un is t 
un ions acted in  s o lid a r ity  w i th  
the  C om m unists. Some la b o r 
specia lis ts  re p o rt th a t the  non- 
C o m m un is t u n io n  leadersh ip  is 
ra p id ly  los ing  its  ho ld  ove r 
m em bers. ‘In  m any p lan ts ,’ says 
a la b o r exp e rt, ‘th e re ’s a s w if t  
un de rg ro u n d  m ovem en t to w a rd  
u n ity  w ith  the  C o m m un is ts ’ .”

De Gaulle Readies 
Nuclear Bomb

In fo rm e d  P aris  sources re p o rt 
th a t the  De G au lle  go ve rnm en t 
m ay be ab le to  d e liv e r by n e x t 
yea r on its  announced in te n tio n  
o f e xp lo d in g  a test nuc lea r 
bom b.

France should have s u ffic ie n t 
p lu to n iu m  fo r  th is  by  sum m er. 
The tech n ica l p rob lem s o f 
re a d y in g  i t  fo r  exp los ion  should 
be solved by  the  fo llo w in g  year. 
W h y  De G au lle  w a n ts  to  jo in  
those p o llu t in g  the  e a rth ’s a t 
m osphere w ith  ra d io a c tive  f a l l 
o u t was n o t revea led. U.S. 
p lanes are a t p resen t “ p ro te c t
in g ”  F rance as w e ll as o th e r 
N A T O  na tions  by  f ly in g  liv e  
nu c le a r weapons w ith in  s tr ik in g  
d is tance o f the  S ov ie t U n ion .

G R O W T H  OF M O N O P O L Y
In  1947, the  30 le a d in g  m an u 

fa c tu r in g  co rp o ra tions  in  the  
U.S. co llected 17.5% o f a ll m an
u fa c tu r in g  p ro fits  be fo re  taxes. 
In  1957 th e y  to o k  31.1%.

S u b s c rip tio n : $3 a y e a r; Ca - T  H E  M I L I T A N T  Second c lass pos tag e p a id
n ad ian , $ 3 .5 0 ; fo re ig n , $4 .50 .  a t  N e w  Y o rk , N . Y .

E d ito r :  D A N IE L  R O B E R T S  _  Business M a n a g e r:  B E A T R IC E  A L L E N
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Letters from Our Readers
Labor Is Real 
Target, Not Hoffa
E d itor:

W ash ing ton  today  is a nest 
o f p o lit ic a l po lice  and pa id 
stool pigeons h e lp in g  us a long 
the  road to  a po lice  state in  
A m erica .

T he  press and p o lit ic ia n s  a t
ta c k  la bo r, m a k in g  J im m y  H o f fa 
the  scapegoat. Y e t he stands 
un con v ic ted  in  a n y  c o u rt o f 
la w .

C an’t  the  p u b lic  see th a t a ll 
th is  is a im ed at organ ized la b o r 
and th a t u n t il the re  is a labo r 
p a rty , w ith  its  ow n  d a ily  press, 
th a t the  p re d a to ry  in te res ts  can 
get aw ay w ith  m urder?

U n fo r tu n a te ly  dow n here in  
the  “ b ib le  b e lt ”  o f Texas the re  
is l i t t le  la b o r a c t iv i ty  and the  
b ig  b lu s te r in g  fo u r- f lu s h in g  T e x 
an, w ith  h is  ten -g a llon  ha t and 
n o th in g  un de r i t  in  the  w a y  o f 
b ra ins , is so absorbed in  rac ia l 
ha treds  th a t i t  is easy to  arouse 
h im  to  s t i l l  an o the r ha tred .

I  a lw ays  pass the  M il i ta n t  on 
a fte r  rea d ing  it .

Paul Dennis 
Texas

Place for Salvat ion 
Is Here on Earth
Editor:

Pope John  X X I I I  is p lea d in g  
fo r  the  u n ity  o f C h ris tia n s  in  
th e  w o rld .

T he Pope’s p lea w i l l  no t be 
a success. T h a t ’s because o f tHe 
advance o f secu la rism  e v e ry 
w h e re  on ea rth . S ecu la ris ts  
p rom ote  in te llig e n c e  and the 
w e lfa re  o f the  people. In  poor

and i l l i te ra te  C h r is t ia n  coun
tries , the  secu la ris ts , m ake a 
b e tte r  appeal tha n  the  Pope.

E ve r m ore hum ans w a n t a 
b e tte r l i fe  on th is  ea rth  and 
less o f the p rom ise  o f som eth ing 
b e tte r a fte r  death.

Joseph M anlet 
Cleveland

A  Little Chinese 
Helps Socialist Talk
Editor:

I  l ik e  to  ta lk  soc ia lism  at 
eve ry  o p p o rtu n ity . Som etim es it  
happens n a tu ra lly  and som e
tim es you  can b r in g  up the  sub
je c t fro m  any s ta rt in g  p o in t 
w ith o u t h a lf  t ry in g .

The o th e r day I  tr ie d  o u t m y 
Chinese on a Chinese w o rk e r. 
He p o lite ly  asked m e i f  I  spoke 
the language and I  a d m itte d  
th a t I  kn e w  o n ly  a fe w  w ords 
fro m  Chinese songs.

“ N o t m y  k in d  o f songs,”  he 
responded.

I  asked h im  w h a t h is  k in d  
was and he said sco ffin g ly  th a t 
a l l A m erican s  l ik e  Ch iang  K a i-  
shek.

Those w ere  no t m y  s e n ti
m ents, I  to ld  h im . W hereupon 
he opened up on A m e rica n  b ig  
business and th e ir  rea l reasons 
fo r  s u p p o rtin g  C h iang. “ T hey  
don ’t  w a n t to  save people fro m  
C om m unism . T h a t ’s a lo t  o f 
lies. T hey  ju s t w a n t to p ro te c t 
th e ir  po w e r.”

I  to ld  h im  th a t th e re  w ere  
o th e r A m erican s  th a t agreed 
and too k  o u t m y  eve r present 
copy o f the  M il ita n t .  l ie  took  i t  
w i l l in g ly  b u t tu rn e d  me dow n 
on a sub, te ll in g  m e th a t C h in a 

to w n  is a ju n g le  o f F B I in v e s t i
ga tors and in fo rm e rs , th a t m a il 
is opened be fo re  i t  is de live red , 
th a t homes are searched and 
th a t he has to  be ca re fu l.

B u t he in v ite d  the  socia lists 
to  pay h im  a v is i t  and he gave 
me h is  nam e and address.

T alk ing  Socialist 
N ew  Y o rk

One of Brecht's 
Last Poems
Editor:

W hen the no ted com m u n is t 
poet B e rth o ld  B re ch t d ied  in 
East B e r lin ,  i t  was e v id e n t that, 
he had tu rn e d  in c re a s in g ly  
aw ay fro m  the  S ta lin is t b u re a u 
crats. F o r he le f t  in s tru c tio n s  
th a t he d id  not. w a n t the m  to 
take  ove r the  fu n e ra l services.

N o w  w e have a d d itio n a l e v i
dence o f B re c h t’s d isgust w ith  
the  U lb r ic h t  reg im e  —  a poem, 
ra th e r a k in d  o f rh y th m ic  
prose, w h ic h  he w ro te  a fte r  the  
East G erm an re v o lt  o f 1953. 
H e re  is a tra n s la tio n :

The Solution  
A f te r  the  17th o f June  re v o lt 
the  S ecre ta ry  o f the  W rite rs  

A ssoc ia tion  
had lea fle ts  d is tr ib u te d  on S ta lin  

A lle y
w h ic h  said the  people had fo r 

fe ite d  the  go ve rn m e n t’s tru s t 
and cou ld  reconquer i t  only- 

th ro u g h  d o u b lin g  th e ir  am oun t 
o f w o rk .

W o u ld  i t  n o t be easier i f  the 
go ve rn m en t 

d isso lved the  people and e lec t
ed a n o the r one?

T ren t H u tte r  
N ew  Y o rk  C ity

B o o k -A -M o n th ’s c u rre n t se lection is “ D e 
m ocracy and E m p ire  in  the  C a ribb ea n ”  by 
P a u l B la nsh a rd , W h o  ga ined fam e fo r  his 
“ A m e rica n  F reedom  and C a th o lic  P o w e r.”

The book is som ew hat ske tch y  because o f 
the  n u m b e r o f colon ies un de r d iscussion —  
some 31. N everthe less the  s tu d y  is a use fu l 
one fo r  those in te res ted  in  the  C aribbean and 
its  re v o lu tio n a ry  strugg les. T he  account o f 
w o rk e rs ’ and fa rm  la bo re rs ’ a tte m p ts  to  o r 
ganize in to  un ions and p o lit ic a l pa rties  is 
good, as is the  accoun t o f mass s trugg les fo r  
independence.

A m e rica n  w o rk e rs  w i l l  apprec ia te  m uch 
o f the  de sc rip tion  o f the  ro le  o f the  U n ite d  
S tates in  th e  area, p a r t ic u la r ly  C uba and 
P u e rto  Rico.

• B la nsh a rd  ind ica tes the  e ffect o f one-crop 
econom ies on the  C aribbean area —  the  v i r 
tu a lly  exc lus ive  p ro d u c tio n  o'f sugar, bananas, 
ru m , b a u x ite  o r w h a te v e r the  im p e r ia lis t in 
terests th in k  a g iven  c o u n try  can produce 
m ost p ro fita b ly .

T he  consequences fo r  the  people are u n 
em p lo ym e n t, p o v e rty , d ic ta to r ia l oppression. I t  
becomes c lea r w h y  A m e ric a n  b ig  business is 
so concerned abou t keep ing  in  po w e r figu res 
w h o  w i l l  n o t hes ita te  to  shoot d o w n  people 
seeking un ions o r de m ocra tic  r ig h ts ; or, i f  i t

canno t find  such figu res w h y  i t  w i l l  even send 
the  M arines  in  to  do the  job.

B la n sh a rd ’s lib e ra lis m  pu ts  h im  on the 
side o f the  unde rdog ; b u t i t  also saddles h im  
w ith  illu s io n s  abou t A m e ric a ’s ro le . H e recog
nizes th a t i t  is im p e r ia lis t;  yet. he th in k s  the 
im p e ria lis m  is sup e rfic ia l and cou ld  be s lo ug h 
ed o ff w ith o u t d if f ic u lty .  H e even finds i t  d i f 
fe re n t fro m  B r it is h  p o lic y  in  th is  respect.

F o r instance: “ A m e ric a n  ru le , l ik e  B r it is h  
ru le , has been essen tia lly  a d u a l fo rm  o f ab 
sentee co n tro l exercised th ro u g h  p o lit ic a l re p 
resen ta tives o f the  F ede ra l go ve rn m en t and 
agents o f g re a t A m e ric a n  corpo ra tions , b u t 
th is  d u a l co n tro l has n o t p re ven te d  the  ra p id  
expans ion o f genu ine loca l dem ocracy and the  
guarantee o f com p le te  c iv i l  lib e rtie s . The m ost 
im p o rta n t s ing le  d is tin c t io n  be tw een B r it is h  
and A m e ric a n  p o lic y  is th a t A m e ric a n  p lans 
have been based on the  assum ption~ o f ra p id  
d isso lu tio n  o f the  A m e rica n  em p ire , w h ile  
B r it is h  p o lic y  has assumed the  perm anence of 
th e  B r it is h  E m p ire , w ith  m od ifica tions .”

D espite  th is  de fect, the  book is w e ll w o r th  
add ing  to  y o u r  lib ra ry .  I ts  o r ig in a l p rice  was 
$5. A s  a B o o k -A -M o n th  se lection you  can get 
i t  fo r  $1. The address is P ioneer P ub lishers , 
116 U n iv e rs ity  P I., N ew  Y o rk  3.

—  John Tabor

Notes in the News
S T A L IN  SA FE UP T H E R E  —  The Dean o f 

C a n te rb u ry  revea led la s t w eek th a t “ S ta lin  
was a rough  and s te rn  m an because he had 
a d ir ty  jo b  to do. B u t G od sees a ll, so I  th in k  
th a t S ta lin  is safe.”

*  *  *

L IT T L E  R O C K  B U S IN E S S  —  O u t o f 85
L i t t le  R ock business m en, 44 a d m itte d  th a t 
th e ir  businesses had been h u r t  by  G ov. 
F aubus ’s c losure o f schools; 35 said th e y  had 
no ticed  no e ffec t; s ix  said business had im 
p roved . A m ong  those n o tin g  en im p ro ve m e n t 
w e re  m o v in g  van  ow ners. Said one: “ W e are 
m o v in g  fa m ilie s  aw ay  fro m  L i t t le  R ock fas te r 
th a n  eve r before. In co m in g  m oves are p re 
d o m in a n tly  go ve rn m e n t personne l ra th e r tha n  
la rge  co rp o ra tions .”

*  *  #

JER S E Y  PR ISO N E R S  S T R IK E  —  T hree  
h u n d re d  inm ates o f the  N e w  Jersey state 
p riso n  in  T re n to n , engaged in  m a n u fa c tu r in g  
3,500,000 license plates, w e n t on s tr ik e  Jan. 
30. P a id  13 to 35 cents a day, th e y  w a n t 75 
cents to $1. In  1952 guards b ru ta lly  suppressed 
pro tests against con d itions  in  the  o ve rc ro w ded, 
100-year-o ld  p rison .

*  *  *

M A Y  W IN  B A C K  P A Y  R IS E  —  T w e n ty -  
one p resen t and fo rm e r N ew  Y o rk  C ity  
judges are su ing to recove r pay cuts take n  
d u r in g  the  depression. F rom  Jan. 1, 1933, to 
Dec. 31, 1938, M u n ic ip a l C o u rt ju s tices  w ere 
fo rced  to  liv e  on $10,840 instead o f th e ir  ac
custom ed $12,000. F o r an o the r ye a r o r s o 'th e y  
w e re  reduced to $9,750. N o t u n t i l  1946 w ere  
th e  $12,000 salaries restored. In  1955 the 
le g is la tu re  passed a la w  e n t it l in g  the  v ic t im s  
to  a p p ly  fo r  the  accum ula ted  cuts. The B oard  
o f E s tim a te  argues th a t i t  has a r ig h t  to set 
sa laries each yea r and th a t the  la w  is u n 
c o n s titu tio n a l.

*  *  #

TO P R O T E C T  F O R E IG N  BO RN —  The
A m e ric a n  C o m m itte e  fo r  P ro te c tio n  o f F o r 
e ign  B o rn  is pressing fo r  re v is io n  o f the 
W a lte r-M c C a rra n  L a w  on tw o  po in ts : (1) N o 
person le g a lly  a d m itte d  to the  U n ite d  States 
fo r  pe rm an en t residence sha ll be depo rtab le  
a fte r  f ive  years residence. (2) N o n a tu ra lize d  
c itize n  sha ll, a fte r  f iv e  years o f c itizensh ip , 
be d e na tu ra lized  fo r  any reason w hatsoever. 
A  le tte r  to Congress u rg in g  these re fo rm s  was 
s igned by  76 p ro m in e n t figures.

*  *  *

S U B W A Y  OF T H E  F U T U R E  —  N e w
Y o rk ’s 725 m iles  o f subw ays m ay  be crew less 
in  the  n o t d is ta n t fu tu re . The T ra n s it A u th o r 
i t y  is e x p lo r in g  a u tom a tio n  to  e lim in a te  90% 
o f its  m oto rm en  ahd 75% o f its  conducto rs 
and p la tfo rm  men. T he  subw ays m ay also be 
passengerless. Because o f a de c lin e  in  in 
come due to a dec line  in  passengers due to  
boosting  the  fa re  f ro m  a n ic k e l to  a d im e

and then  15 cents, c ity  o ff ic ia ls  are n o w  e x 
p lo r in g  ra is in g  fares to 20 cents and poss ib ly
25 cents.

*  *  *

C O N V E N IE N C E  FO R  R IC H  —  A lth o u g h  
A m e rica n  M otors , w h ic h  m akes the  R am ble r, 
cha lked  up a p ro fit  o f $26,000,000 fo r  1958, the  
au tom ob ile  com pany need pay no incom e 
taxes on th is  am oun t. T he  la w  p rov ides  th a t 
in  f i l l in g  o u t in co m e -ta x  fo rm s, de fic its  o f 
p rev ious  years can be offset aga ins t c u rre n t 
p ro fits .

*  *  *

C IV IL  L IB E R T IE S  A W A R D  —  T he 1959 
F io r in a  La ske r C iv i l  L ib e rtie s  A w a rd  w i l l  go 
to  f ive  N egro  h ig h  school s tudents fro m  L i t t le  
Rock. O f the  n in e  N egro  s tuden ts , w h o  f irs t 
en tered C e n tra l H ig h  School, one g raduated 
end th ree  accepted scho la rsh ips in  o th e r 
states. T he  o th e r f ive  rem a ined  so as to  re tu rn  
to  school w hen i t  reopens. T he  five  are E liz a 
be th  E ck fo rd , T he lm a  M othershed, M e lba  P a t-
t i l lo ,  C a rlo tta  W a lls  and Je ffe rson Thom as.

*  *  *

N O T A B L E  A C H IE V E M E N T  —  John  D. 
R o cke fe lle r J r., scion o f the  d im e -tip p in g  b i l 
lio n a ire  w h o   amassed the  w o r ld ’s  la rge s t  em 
p ire  in  o il, ce lebra ted h is  e ig h ty - f if th  b ir th d a y  
la s t week. T he  N e w  Y o rk  T im es o ffe red  “ t r ib 
ute to one w ho  asked n o th in g  o f the  w o r ld
excep t to  be h e lp fu l.”

*  *  *

P U R IT Y  R E G A IN E D  —  The Dec. 27 
W e e k ly  People c a rrie d  an in te re s tin g  re v ie w , 
a p p a re n tly  w r i t te n  by  e d ito r  E ric  Hass, o f 
Le s lie  A . W h ite ’s book “ The Science o f C u l
tu re .”  B y  's u ita b le  qu o ta tio ns  the  re v ie w e r 
sough t to  show  th a t the  book was o f be tte r 
sc ie n tific  va lu e  because o f the  im p a c t o f 
M a rx ’s v ie w s  on W h ite ’s th in k in g . >

In  its  Jan. 31 issue, in  some 2,800 w ords, 
the  W e e k ly  People p r in te d  a p u b lic  apology. 
T h ree  top  leaders o f the  S oc ia lis t L a b o r P a rty , 
A . M . O range, A . J. T a y lo r  and E. T e ich e rt, 
had p roved  a le r t to  the  re v ie w e r ’s b lindness in  
rega rd  to  "s ins  o f om iss ion”  in  the  book.

One o f the  po in ts  scored b y  T e ic h e rt was 
th a t W h ite  had been “ associated w ith  the  S LP  
fo r  m an y  years as a sym p a th ize r”  b u t now  
m us t be lis te d  am ong those “ w ho, despite  
th e ir  b e tte r know ledge , con tinue  th e ir  d a s ta rd 
ly  business o f ra v is h in g  the  b ra in s  o f o u r 
y o u th  s im p ly  because i t  is p ro fita b le  fo r  them  
to do so.”  A lso  th a t in  one pa rag raph  o f h is 
“ unc lear, tu rg id  and co n fus in g ”  book, W h ite  
was as “ co m p le te ly  a t va rian ce  w ith  S oc ia lis t 
science as the  U ltra m o n ta n e s ’ ‘p h ilo so p h y ’ th a t 
m a n ’s ‘d e s tin y ’ is s c ru p u lo u s ly  o u tlin e d  fo r  
h im  by  the fin g e r o f G od.”

T he e d ito r  agreed th a t “ i t  was a m is take  
to re v ie w  D r. W h ite ’s book fa v o ra b ly ,”  th a t 
the  an th ro p o lo g is t had placed h im s e lf “ in  the  
cam p o f the  enem y”  by h is om issions and th a t 
th e  book “ shou ld  have been exposed.”
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Bad News for Jobless in Pittsburgh
1,500 Chicago 
Mothers Press 
School Case

Buddy, Can You Spare a Quarter?

Teachers 
Seek Wage 
Hike in N.Y.

N ew  York's 800 evening high 
school teachers voted last week 
io "resign" un til they receive 
an im m ediate substantial salary 
increase. They are also dem and
ing another increase to bring  
their wages up to $26.94 per 
night by September.

T he teachers, w h o  are m em 
bers o f the  H ig h  School Teach
ers A ssoc ia tion  o f N ew  Y o rk  
C ity , no w  earn $12.25. T h is  
am ounts to o n ly  $2.25 m ore 
than even ing  h igh  school teach
ers earned 27 years ago in  1932.

D esp ite  th is  astound ing  fact, 
John. J. Theoba ld , school super
in te nd en t, said tha t the  teach
ers cou ld  n o t expect a raise 
u n t i l  the  new  fiscal yea r begins 
in  J u ly :  “ I  can’ t  get m oney in  
F e b ru a ry . I  do n ’t  m ake it .  The 
sooner th e y  fin d  th a t ou t, the 
b e tte r.”

B u t the  teachers a p p a re n tly  
a ren ’t  in te res ted  in  any m ore 
excuses. On F r id a y  n ig h t, Jan. 
30, 800 o f them  voted (w ith  
o n ly  s ix  d issen ting) to tu rn  
dow n the  proposal o f the  Board  
o f E du ca tio n  o f a wage increase 
to $18 pe r n ig h t be g in n in g  in 
Septem ber. T h e ir  m o tio n  de
c la red : “ T he  even ing  h igh
school teachers re je c t the  o ffe r 
o f the  B oa rd  o f E duca tion  as 
to ta lly  inadequate . W e he reby 
resign o u r pos itions in  the 
even ing  h ig h  schools e ffec tive  
Feb. 2, 1959 (the  day the  sp ring  
te rm  b e g in |) .”

E m il H . T ro n , p re s id en t o f 
the A ssocia tion  announced: “ We 
m ust p lan  to s tay ou t a l l te rm  
i f  necessary —  th is  is n o t a 
o n e -n ig h t s tand.”  He exp la ined  
th a t  the  teachers w o u ld  be 
“ p la card -bear ers”  ou ts ide  each 
o f the  h ig h  schools to e x p la in  
th e ir  case.

M ost o f the  teachers w o rk  
fu l l  t im e  in  day school w h ic h  
is no t a ffected by  th e ir  decision. 
H ow eve r, th e ir  res ign a tion  w i l l  
e ffect 30,000 n ig h t students.

W ith union officials doing nothing to w in  compensation 
for the fu ll period of unemploym ent, jobless Pittsburgh  
steal workers are th inking about setting up apple stands 
like  this one from  the 1930's. But w ith  today's prices it w ill 
take a lot more capital to get started. '

. . . No Jobs for All
(C ontinued  from  Page 1) 

exhausted a ll un em p loym e n t 
benefits.

In  New  York, the week of 
Jan. 9 saw record compensation 
claims of over half a m illion. 
Another 85,000 w ere stricken  
from  the rolls, having used up 
both state and federal benefits.

Across the  r iv e r  in  N ew  J e r
sey, jobless figu res fo r  la s t D e
cem ber c lim bed  to 188,000, the  
h ighest Decem ber figu re  since 
the  b ig  1945 p la n t shutdow ns. 
A n d  in  B rid g e p o rt, Conn., n ine  
per cent o f the  w o rk  fo rce  is 
on the  streets.

In  Chicago the  la yo ffs  have 
h i t  you ng  w o rk e rs  w ith  lo w  
s e n io r ity  the  hardest. U n e m 
p lo y m e n t figures are doub le  
those o f a yea r ago a n d ' one- 
th ir d  o f those reg is te red  at 
s tate e m p lo ym e n t offices are in  
the  25- to  34-year age b racke t,

B R IG H T  PRO SPEC TS  
FO R  SO M E

B u t th e re ’s no need to get 
g lum  abou t the  s itu a tio n . The 
Jan. 31 Business W eek has a 
cheering  re p o rt on the  h a n d 
some benefits  re s u lt in g  fro m  
las t y e a r’s recessions.

"T he recession gave us the 
occasion to tr im  some fat that 
would haver been hard to get 
rid  of in more prosperous 
times," explained the vice

president of one industrial 
concern.

A  B irm in g h a m  m a n u fa c tu re r 
fou nd  “ w ith  m ixe d  su rp rise  
and d e lig h t”  th a t “ w e cou ld  get 
as m uch p ro d u c tio n  in  32 hours 
as w e had in  40 p re v io u s ly .”

“ P erm anen t cuts in  w o rk  
fo rce  took  va rious  fo rm s ,”  the  
m agazine found . “ A  P itts b u rg h  
m e ta l com pany —  w h ic h  prides 
its e lf  on no t h a v in g  com pu lsory  
re tire m e n t— got p la n t m anagers 
and un ion  o ffic ia ls  to  pressure 
over-65s in to  ‘v o lu n ta ry ’ re t ire 
m en t.”

W ith  a lin e  o f app lican ts  o u t
side p la n t gates, the  com panies 
Kave been do in g  b e tte r in  
u n ion  nego tia tions  too. A  H a r t
fo rd  p la n t m anager repo rts : 
“ W e tr ie d  fo r  seven years to 
ge t the  un ion  to  accept an in 
ce n tive  pay p lan , and fa iled . 
B u t i t ’s in  the  c o n tra c t th is  
yea r.”

H o w eve r, the  s itu a tio n  is n ’t 
a ll beer and s k itt le s  fo r  m a n 
agem ent e ith e r. The head o f a 
m a jo r W estern  app liance  o u t
f it  e xp la ine d : "R iding herd all 
the lim e to get efficiency takes 
a lot out of the top man."

M O O N L IG H T IN G
La s t yea r 3.7 m il l io n  w o rke rs  

w ere  m o o n lig h tin g . W h a t ’ s 
m oo n lig h tin g ?  I t ’s h o ld in g  dow n 
t,wo jobs  a t the  same tim e.

Top Steel Output Will 
Leave 30,000 Idle

P ITTSBU R G H , Feb. 2 — Local steel barons are lookf 
ing  tow ard a new boom in  production and profits th is 
spring. B u t the steel w orkers are faced w ith  the depressing, 
prospect o f con tinu ed  mass u n 
e m p lo ym e n t even i f  p ro d u c tio n  
measures up to  com pany p re 
d ic tions.

F i f ty  thousand w o rk e rs  —  
ove r 11 pe r cen t o f the  a v a il
ab le  la b o r fo rce  in  th is  area —  
are now  jobless. S teel p ro d u c 
t io n  is a t s lig h t ly  m ore  tha n  71 
p e r cen t o f cap ac ity  as com 
pared w ith  76 per cen t n a tio n a l
ly . C om pany o ffic ia ls  an tic ip a te  
th a t p ro d u c tio n  w i l l  rise  to  90 
pe r cen t o f cap ac ity  d u r in g  the  
m on ths o f A p r i l ,  M ay  and June.
B u t researchers fo r  the  U n ite d  
S tee l W orke rs  o f A m e ric a  e s ti
m ate th a t no m ore tha n  30,000 
o f the  50,000 now  id le  w i l l  be 
ca lled  back to  w o rk .

Speedup and im p ro ve d  tech 
no logy  now  m ake i t  possib le to 
tu rn  ou t 11 m il lio n  tons o f steel 
a m o n th  w h ile  o p e ra tin g  a t 90 
pe r cen t o f capac ity . In  1957 the 
m ills  w e re  ru n n in g  a t 96 per 
cen t o f cap ac ity  to  reach th a t 
figu re . D u r in g  th a t pe rio d  abou t 
530,000 m en w ere  w o rk in g . I f  
p ro d u c tio n  h its  capac ity  th is  
s p ring  the  figu re  is expected to  
be a round  500,000.

E ven  th is  f ig u re  m ay be too 
o p tim is tic . M a n y  o f those now  
in  the  p la n ts  a rc  on a sho rt 
w o rk  week.

"You can bring these men up 
to 40 hours a week and get a 
lot more production w ithout 
adding a single man," one 
union spokesman said last 
week.

R o un d in g  o u t the  d im  p ro s 
pects is the  fa c t th a t m ost o f 
the  a n tic ip a te d  new  orders w i l l  
be fo r  p la in  au to  sheet steel 
w h ic h  takes less m an hours to 
produce tha n  sta in less steel.

A  s ig n if ic a n t side e ffect o f the  
cu tbacks in  steel ernp jpym ei^t 
was announced yes te rd ay  by 
Jam es A . H a rve y , assistant to 
USW  secre ta ry -tre a su re r I. W .
A be l. He rep o rted  th a t the  1958 
increase in  u n io n  m em bersh ip  
was the  sm a lles t in  s ix  years.

A s a re s u lt o f the  recession 
la s t y e a r th e  u n io n  cha rte red  
o n ly  125 new  loca ls  and o r 
ganized 12,517 new  m em bers.
In  the  po s tw a r peak y e a r o f 1956 
178 new  locals w ere  cha rte red  
and 23,791 new  w o rk e rs  b ro u g h t 
in to  the  un ion .

W i t h  contract expirations  
coming up June 30, maybe the 
drop in dues payments w ill stir 
the union officialdom to put 
the question of the 30-hour 
week at 40 hours pay on the  
negotiating agenda.

C H IC A G O
T w o  N egro  c h ild re n , e ig h t 

and ten years o ld , ja ile d  by  No. 
C a ro lin a  a u th o r itie s  fo r  be ing  
kissed by  a w h ite  p laym a te . 
H e a r Robert F. W illiam s, p re s i
de n t o f the  C o m m itte e  to  C om 
ba t R ac ia l In ju s tic e  and p re s i
de n t o f the  M onroe , N.C., 
N A A C P , ¡on th is  shock ing  case. 
Wed., Feb. 18, 8 p.m . Room  420, 
R oosevelt U n iv e rs ity , 430 So. 
M ich iga n . ,,

S erg i E ise ns te in ’s “ Ten D ays 
T h a t Shook the  W o rld .”  A lso  
Don Bas coal m in e rs  in  “ R us
sian B a lle t  and F o lk  Dances.”  
Socia l a ffa ir  fo llo w in g . 8:30 p.m ., 
Sat., Feb. 14. D o n a tio n  90c. 
M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m , 777 W . 
A dam s.

•
LOS A N G E L E S  

Celebrate Negro H istory W eek  
w ith  us! W a lte r F a rra r, ve te ran  
trade  u n io n is t, w i l l  speak on “ A  
S oc ia lis t Looks  a t N egro  In te 
g ra tio n .”  A lso  P e te r B uch , can
d id a te  fo r  Los A nge les B oa rd  
o f E duca tion , O ffice  No. 3, w i l l  
speak on h is  cam paign. F r i. ,  
Feb. 13, 8:30 p.m . 1702 E. 4 th  
St. A usp ices S oc ia lis t W o rke rs  
P a rty .

•
N E W  Y O R K  

Negro H istory W eek M eeting
—  A r th u r  Loebm an  on “ John  
B ro w n  a t H a rp e r ’s F e r ry  —  A  
C e n te n n ia l T r ib u te .”  R o be rt 
V e rn e y  on the  la te s t de ve lop 
m ents in  the  No. C a ro lina  c h i l
d re n ’s case. F ri., Feb. 13; 8 p.m . 
M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o rum , 116 U n i
v e rs ity  P I. (near U n io n  Square). 
C o n tr ib u tio n  50 cents.

City Hall Does a Clean Up Job 
On One of New York's Tenements

By Beatrice Allen 
N E W  Y O R K , Feb. 2 —  Pro 

testing against the slum condi
tions under which 16 fam ilies 
were liv ing , the Rev. George 
Coll recently invited reporters 
and photographers to join him  
in a survey of a five-story  
tenement at 422 W . 53rd St.

“ I  be lieve  the  b u ild in g  w i l l  
co lla p se - w ith in  a w eek, unless 
som eth ing  is done im m e d ia te ly ,”  
he to ld  them .

“ Dozens o f inspectors have 
been here —  fro m  the F ire  D e
p a rtm e n t, the  H e a lth  D e p a rt
m ent, the  B u ild in g s  D epa rtm ent, 
and s t i l l  these people are freez 
ing. T hey  have no w a te r in 'th e  
to ile ts , the  pipes are le ak in g , 
the  p las te r is fa ll in g . The te n 
ants don ’t  k n o w  w h a t to do. I

Local Directory
B O S T O N

B o sto n L a b o r  F o ru m , 2 9 5  H u n tin g 
ton  A v e ., R o om  200 .
E v e ry  S u n d ay  n ig h t, ro u n d  ta b le  d is 
cussion , 8  P .M . R oom  200 .

B U F F A L O  
M il i t a n t  F o ru m , 831 M a in  S t.

C H IC A G O  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  7 7 7  W . 

A d am s, D E  2 -9 7 3 6 .
C L E V E L A N D  

S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  106 0 9  Su
p e rio r  A v e ., R oom  301 , S W  1-1818 . 
O pen F r id a y  n ig h ts  7 to  9.

D E T R O IT  
Eugene V . D ebs H a ll ,  3 73 7  W o o d 

w ard .
L O S  A N G E L E S  

F o ru m  H a ll  and M o d e rn  B ook Shop, 
1702 E . 4 th  S t. A N  9 -4 9 5 3  o r A N  3 - 
1 53 3 . B ook Shop open M o n . 7 -9  P .M .;  
W e d . 8 -1 0  P .M .;  S a t. 1 2 -5  P .M . 

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E a s t Jun eau  A v e.

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  32 2  H *n -

nepin A v e ., 2 n d  flo o r. O pen noon to 
6  P .M . d a ily  except S u ndays .

N E W A R K  
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , Box 361. 

N e w a rk , N . J .
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 1 1 6  U n iv e r 
s ity  P lace , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

O A K L A N D  -  B E R K E L E Y  
P .O . B ox 3 4 1 , B e rk e le y  1, C a lif.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  and  S o c ia lis t 

W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 1303  W .  G ira rd  A v e . 
L e c tu re s  and discussions e v e ry  S a tu r 
d ay , 8 p .m ., fo llow ed  b y  open house. 
C a ll S A  ,7 -2 1 6 6 .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
T h e  M il ita n t ,  114 5  P o lk  S t., R m . 4. 

S a t. 11 A .M . to  3  P .M . Phone P R  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ; i f  no an s w er, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E  
6 5 5  M a in  S t., M U  2 -7 1 3 9 . L ib ra ry ,  

b o o ksto re . Classes e v e ry  F r id a y  e v e 
n ing  a t  8 P .M . O pen H o use fo llo w in g  
a t  1 0 :3 0  PJM.

S T . L O U IS  
b o r  in fo rm a tio n  phone M O  4 -7 1 9 4

do n ’t  kn o w  w h a t to  do.”
N ew  Y o rk  T im es re p o rte r 

E d ith  Evans A s b u ry  fou nd  th a t 
“ In  the  rea r o f the  f irs t  floo r 
o f the  b u ild in g  w in d o w s  w e re  
b roken , a loosened m eta l c e il
ing  h u ng  dow n and had to  be 
dodged. B roke n  and ro tt in g  
floo r boards, weakened by 
w a te r d r ip p in g  fro m  broken  
pipes, sagged un de r the w e ig h t 
o f the  p a r ty .”

D O W N  TO  BA RE B R IC K S

She w e n t on to describe the 
to u r  w ith  F a th e r C o ll: “ He
conducted the  p a r ty  up a s ta ir 
case fro m  w h ic h  the  ban is te r 
was m iss ing, past w a lls  fro m  
w h ic h  so m uch p las te r had 
fa lle n  th a t the  bare b r ic k s  w ere  
v is ib le  in  places. A  h a ll to ile t  
used by  severa l fa m ilie s  was 
w ith o u t w a te r. I ts  w in d o w  was 
m issing, and the w in d o w  fram e  
was d is lodged.”

In  a second-floor apartm en t 
she saw “ b ro ken  w a lls  and 
w in d o w s  patched w ith  ca rd 
board , a c e ilin g  p ipe  le a k in g  
in to  a sm a ll tu b  in  the  k itche n , 
a m iss ing  w a te r fauce t and its 
c rude  p ipe  s u b s titu te .”

The tenant said that "the 
w all had been broken through 
by firemen when the apartm ent 
under it  burned six months 
ago. Repeated requests to the 
superintendent that it be re 
paired have been fu tile ."

N ew  Y o rk  Post re p o rte r W i l
lia m  H addad said th a t “ F ive  
B u ild in g s  Dept, inspectors in  
seven separate inspections . . . 
con s is ten tly  fa ile d  to  re p o rt the 
obvious im m in e n t hazards . . . 
Last, inspection  o f the  . . . s lum  
came on Dec. 1 w hen tw o  v io 
la tio n s  w e re  fou nd , m a k in g  a 
to ta l o f 27 m in o r  v io la tio n s  fo r  
the  y e a r.”

“ A dded  to  these w e re  o th e r 
v io la tio n s  go in g ' back 22 years 
to 1937.”

H addad rep o rted  th a t “ A n  
e a r lie r  in spection  o f the  b u ild 
in g  had so stunned A ss is tan t 
F iie  C h ie f R icha rd  D enahan . . . 
th a t he recom m ended i t  to be 
vacated im m e d ia te ly . Denahan 
had said, ‘T h e re ’s n o th in g  h o ld 
in g  th is  b u ild in g  u p .’ He had 
p o in te d  to ro t t in g  m a in  beams, 
w a rped  supports  and floors th a t 
s lan ted  l ik e  s k i slopes.”

O NE H O U R 'S  N O T IC E

Tw o days after the reporters 
had visited the building and 
publicized their findings, the 
F ire  Dept, ordered the building  
vacated im m ediately as a "haz
ard to life ."  The 16 fam ilies —  
59 adults and children —  were  
forced to leave w ith in  an hour.

T h is  su rp rise  o rd e r caught 
the fa m ilie s  unprepared . F o r 
years the y  had com p la ined  o f 
the  bad con d itions  b u t no  one 
had lis tened  to them . ‘

One o f the  ha rdes t h i t  was 
the  M ora les fa m ily .  “ W e don ’t  
kn o w  w h ere  w e are go ing to 
go,”  M ora les to ld  a rep o rte r.

A f te r  fru it le s s  search ing, the  
tw o  ad u lts  and seven c h ild re n  
ended up a w eek la te r  l iv in g  
w ith  re la tiv e s  in  a tw o -ro o m  
a p a rtm e n t a lrea dy  occupied by 
a fa m ily  o f five.

The la n d lo rd  i t  was noted, 
had been fined o n ly  tw ic e  last 
y e a r —  $25 each tim e . D espite  
the  num erous v io la tio n s  he had 
been g ra n ted  a re n t increase 
a lm ost d o u b lin g  h is  take  fro m  
the  tenants.

The em pty building, it was 
also noted, is more valuable  
than before. W ith  a new set of 
tenants, rents are no longer 
subject to control.

Laura Gray Fund 
Recital in New York

N E W  Y O R K  —  A  distinguish
ed Am erican v io lin  and piano 
duo w ill present a recital here 
Sunday, Feb. 15, for the Laura  
G ray M em oria l Fund. T he ir 
program w ill include works by  
M ozart, Bach, V iv a ld i and D e 
bussy. The concert w ill be held  
at 3:30 P .M . at 46 West 21st 
Street in  M anhattan.

L a u ra  G ray , w ho  d ied  Jan. 
11, 1958, was s ta ff ca rtoo n is t 
fo r  the  M il i ta n t  fo r  a lm ost 14 
years. The m e m o ria l com m ittee  
is ra is in g  funds  fo r  p u b lic a tio n  
o i a book o f he r cartoons; a 
p ro je c t th a t w i l l  p ro v id e  a 
v iv id  p ic to r ia l co m m e n ta ry  on 
the  m a jo r events o f th e  14-year 
pe rio d  o f he r w o rk  and a p e rm 
anen t se lection  o f a body  o f a r t  
w o rk  th a t has w on  acc la im  in  
e ve ry  m a jo r c o u n try  o f th e  
w o rld .

C o n tr ib u t io n  to  the  re c ita l is 
$1, w i th  a ll proceeds ea rm arke d  
fo r  p u b lic a tio n  o f the  book.

A d v e r t is e m e n t

Dobbs vs. Browder
F a r re ll D o b b s ,  N a tio n a l 

S ecre ta ry  o f the  S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  P a rty , w i l l  debate 
E a r l B ro w d e r, fo rm e r G ener
al S ecre ta ry  o f the C o m m un
is t P a rty , on the  issue o f 
M a rx is m  in  A m erica . The 
debate w i l l  be he ld  F r id a y , 
Feb. 20, 8 P .M . a t C e n tra l 
P laza, Second A ven ue  and 
S ix th  S tree t, N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

M ade in Mexico
A  ra re  chance to  see. 

Sergei E isens te in ’s “ T im e  in  
the  S un ,”  a f ilm  on the  M e x 
ican re v o lu tio n . T w o  sho w 
ings F r i., Feb. 6; 8 p.m . and 
10 p.m . T h ree  show ings each 
day Sat.,’ Feb. 7 and Sun., 
Feb. 8; 2 p.m ., 8 p.m . and 
10 p.m .

P lus— an eyew itness re p o rt 
o f la s t sum m e r’s c iv i l  s tru g 
gles in  M ex ico  C ity  by E a rl 
Owens, an A m e rica n  s tudent.

M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m  h a ll, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  P lace, N ew  
Y o rk . A usp ices Y o u n g  So
c ia lis t A llia n c e . C o n tr ib u tio n  
$1.

B y Carol W ayne 
C H IC A G O , Feb. 3 —  A  P T A  

de lega tion  rep rese n ting  1,500 
m othe rs  asked M a yo r D a ley  last 
W ed. to  set up  a te m p o ra ry  p re 
fa b rica te d  s tru c tu re  to  rep lace 
A rn o ld  E le m e n ta ry  School w h ich  
was destroyed by  a fire  b e lie v 
ed set b y  vanda ls.

The B oa rd  o f E duca tion  had 
decided to  sca tte r the  d isplaced 
s tudents. The m othe rs  to ld  the 
M a y o r th e y  ob jected to  p lac in g  
grade-schoo l c h ild re n  in  h igh  
schools, fo rc in g  them  to cross 
dangerous in te rsec tions  and 
m a k in g  i t  d i f f ic u lt  to  p ic k  up 
c h ild re n  fro m  the same fa m ily .

M rs. O lga Joseph, a P T A  lead 
er, charged th a t the  m a yo r had 
take n  no ac tio n  on com p la in ts  
o f f ire  v io la tio n s .

M rs. M ild re d  M in e r ly , ano the r 
P T A  leader, said th a t “ I f  school 
o ff ic ia ls  had m ade the  b u ild in g  
v a n d a l-p ro o f i t  w o u ld n ’t  have 
bu rned  do w n .”

N e x t da y  300 m othe rs  w e re  
to ld  th a t the  B oa rd  in te nd s  to 
p u t 400 d isp laced students in  
W a lle r  H ig h , and the  re m a in d e r 
in  fiv e  d iffe re n t grade schools 
and a yo u th  center.

Some o f the  pa ren ts  are 
th re a te n in g  to keep th e ir  c h i l
d ren  hom e i f  th e  M ayo r's  p lan  
is c a rrie d  out.

B o o k -A -M o nth  Choice

Calendar 
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