
How Roosevelt 
Fostered FBI

See page 2
th e  MILITANT

PUBLISHED W EEKLY IN THE INTERESTS OF THE W ORKING PEOPLE
Vol. XXIII — No. 7 NEW YORK. N. Y., MONDAY. FEBRUARY 16, 1959 Price 10c

Chippewa Seek $5,000,000 
Soviet Aid Loan

By Tom Leonard
MINNEAPOLIS, Feb. 8—Last Tuesday A lbert La- 

Fontaine, a  Chippewa Indian and executive director of 
the Indian Trades Council (ITC) made world news when 
he announced his in tention  to  
request a loan of $5,000,000
from  the Soviet Union. The 
money would be used to relieve 
poverty  and provide education
al and job tra in ing  facilities for 
the A m erican Indians.

In an in terv iew  for the M ilit
an t, L aF ontaine declared th a t 
he was leading a delegation of 
Ind ians to W ashington, D.C., to 
p resen t a claim  for 9,000,000 
acres of oil-rich land in north  
cen tra l N orth D akota. A ccord
ing to  L aF ontaine th is land 
w as originally  ow ned by the 
Ind ians and w as never legally 
tu rn ed  over to the U.S. govern 
m ent.

The delegation w ill a ttem p t 
to  get a hearing  from  Pres. 
E isenhow er, G len Em m ons, head 
of the F ederal Indian B ureau, 
the  House of R epresentatives, 
and  the  Senate. If these efforts 
to  se ttle  th e ir  claim  fail, L a
F on taine  in tends to follow  up

Box Score 
On School 
Integration

The Supreme Court ruled 
public school segregation illegal 
in 1954. Here is the current box 
score of compliance in the 
South, as tabulated in the Feb. 
13 U.S. News & World Report. 
There are 2,300,000 Negro pub
lic school students in ten South
ern states. Of these, 165 are at
tending "integrated" schools. 
Not one was voluntarily assign
ed. Each had to take court ac
tion.

In A rkansas, th e re  are 316,- 
441 w hite  and 103,530 Negro 
pupils. Only 78 N egroes are in 
prev iously  a ll-w hite  schools.

N orth  C arolina has 749,000 
w hite  studen ts and 314,000 N e
gro. T h irteen  N egroes have  won 
th e ir  w ay into “m ixed” schools.

Tennessee has 652,540 w hite  
and  137,460 Negro students. 
F o rty -fou r N egroes are  “in te 
g rated .”

The r e c o r d  in V irginia: 
W hites, 623,935; Negroes, 203,- 
565. T h irty  N egroes “in te g ra t
ed .”

The six o ther sta tes — A la
bam a, F lorida, G eorgia, Louisi
ana, M ississippi and South  C ar
olina — have 1,541,445 Negro 
students. The num ber in te g ra t
ed is zero.

on h is request for aid from  the 
Soviet Union.

He said he has already been 
in touch with the Russian Em 
bassy and received a "favorable 
response."

L aF onta ine’s life indicates the 
hardships th a t continue to 
plague the vast m ajority  of 
A m erican Indians.

He w as born in a log h u t on 
the T u rtle  M ountain R eserva
tion in N orth  D akota in 1920. 
N ear-starvation , b itte r  cold, and 
sickness w as his lo t in ch ild 
hood. Of eigh t ch ild ren  in the 
fam ily, th ree  died from  tu b e r
culosis and L aF ontaine lost p a rt 
of seven ribs from  the  sam e a il
m ent.

A fter leaving th e  reserva tion  
20 years ago he becam e a m a
ch in ist in G rand  Forks, N.D., 
and is cu rren tly  w orking a t this 
trad e  in M inneapolis. His fac
tory  experience m ade him  a 
firm suppo rter of the trade 
union m ovem ent.

L aF on ta ine’s answ ers to the 
follow ing questions reveal th a t 
he is a m ilitan t fighter for his 
ideas.

Q. As executive d irec to r of 
the Ind ian  T rades Council, will 
you explain  its purpose?

A. T he ITC is a non-profit 
organization to prom ote th e  ed 
ucational and em ploym ent op
portun ities for the  Ind ian  peo
ple.

Q. Can anyone join the ITC?
A. Yes, absolutely!
Q. How long have you been 

active in  the  struggle to a d 
vance the in te rests  of the In 
d ian  people?

A. I  have been active in  th is 
w ork for 20 years. A bout th ree  
years ago I helped organize the 
ITC w hich has supporters across 
the country.

Q. Do you suppo rt the s tru g 
gle of o ther m inorities fo r full 
equallity?

A. Yes, absolutely!
Q. Will you exp lain  w hy you 

have ru n  as an independen t 
cand ida te fo r m ayor and as a 
candidate for the  s ta te  house 
of rep resen ta tives la s t year?

A. To publicize the problem s 
of the Indian  people. One w ay 
to get th ings rig h t is to  get rid 
of the  D em ocrats and th e  R e
publicans. You know  th e re  is a 
law  saying you can’t advocate 
the overthrow  of the  govern
m ent by force and violence. B ut 
th e re ’s no law  saying you can’t 
advocate the overth row  of the 
D em ocratic and R epublican p a r 
ties.

(C ontinued on Page 2)

Belgium Begins 
Raids in Congo

The w hite im perialist m asters of the Belgian Congo 
have answered the demand of 13,000,000 Africans for in
dependence. Raids on the African comm unity in Leopold
ville  are n e tting  B elgian police
1,000 p risoners a day. These
victim s, picked up  a t random  
in  stree ts, hom es and public 
places, a re  herded  into “tran s it 
cam ps” from  w hich they  are 
then  shipped to all parts  of the  
Congo. The “rem oval p rog ram ” 
— rem in iscen t of th e  Nazi w ay 
of responding to a resistance 
m ovem ent — aim s a t te rro riz 
ing the  en tire  A frican popu la
tion.

Leopoldville, capital of the 
Congo, has seen repeated  d em 
onstrations fo r independence of 
th e  colony since Jan . 4 follow 
ing the re tu rn  of Congolese n a 
tiona lis t leaders from  the first 
con tinen tal conference of A fri
cans a t Accra, G hana, in  D e
cem ber.

M ilton B racker, N.Y. Tim es 
correspondent, reported  Jan . 5 
th a t the  B elgian  governm ent 
blam es the  dem onstrations on 
the  unem ployed, tran sien ts  (ir- 
regulieres), delinquen t teen -ag 
ers and vagran ts. The govern 
m e n t’s sta ted  aim  is to “rem ove” 
these  “undesirab les” from  Leo
poldville and send them  to 
places w here they  can  do “con
s tru c tiv e” work.

The rea l purpose, how ever, is 
to  suppress ‘the  resistance to 
B elg ium ’s hated  im peria list rule. 
No A frican in Leopoldville 
know s w hen it w ill be h is tu rn  
to be d ragged  from  his home,

pu t beh ind  th e  barbed  w ire  of 
a concentra tion  cam p and then  
be hau led  aw ay lik e  an anim al 
to be tu rn ed  loose in  a remote- 
d istrict.

The first to be shoved into 
the “tran s it cam ps” are those 
w ithou t “papers” ; n e x t those 
who have papers b u t have not 
w orked for a year.

Mass unem ploym ent h it  the 
Congo follow ing th e  slum p in 
the U nited  S tates. Some 30,000 
Negroes, alm ost half th e  labor 
force, is jobless in  Leopoldville. 
Belgium  gives them  no jobless 
benefits, no relief, y e t callous 
officials claim  th a t  m any of th e  
unem ployed ju s t don’t w an t to 
w ork, p referring  to  live off gen
erous friends. (These are not 
w h ite  Belgians.)

In  the Congo 13,000,000 A fri
cans are ru led  by less th an  107,- 
000 w hites. The ra tio  is about 
122 to one. In  Leopoldville there 
a re  350,000 A fricans to  17,000 
whites.

The explosive ou tb reak  in th e  
first w eeks of Ja n u a ry  filled the 
w hite  rep resen ta tives of the  d is 
ta n t im peria lis t pow er w ith  fear 
b u t did no t incline them  to con
cede dem ocratic r ig h ts  to  the 
Congolese. Instead, they  have 
k ep t th e ir  shops closed, th e ir  
ch ild ren  hom e from  school, and 
organized them selves into arm ed 
“v ig ilan te” groups as the  “m o th 
er coun try” rushed  troops.

UAW  Calls on Congress 
For Shorter Work Week

“Suffer Little Children99

Work on Plans to Free 
North Carolina Victims

A ttorneys for the Committee to  Combat Racial In jus
tice and the National Association for the Advancem ent of 
Colored People are now completing plans for a new legal 
step  to free  Jam es H an o v erf
Thom pson, ten, and  D avid 
Sim pson, eight, from  the  r e 
form  school fo r Negro boys to 
w hich they  w ere  sen t because 
of a kiss by  a seven-year-old  
w hite  g irl in  M onroe, N orth 
C arolina.

S ta te  officials w ere  forced to 
b ring the  ch ild ren  in to  court 
last m onth  w hen R obert F. 
W illiams, chairm an of the  CCRI 
and p resid en t of th e  Union 
C ounty NAACP, applied  for a 
w rit of habeas corpus. B u t the 
A nson C ounty  (N.C.) S uperior 
C ourt judge ru led  aga inst them  
and they  w ere sent back to r e 
form  school.

The official court tran sc rip t 
of the  proceedings a t th a t h e a r 
ing w as only recen tly  com 
pleted. An analysis of it re 
leased by the  CCRI includes the  
follow ing points:

ACCURACY QUESTIONED

T he tru stw orth iness of the 
tran sc rip t is called in to  ques
tion. Thus, everyone in  the 
courtroom  d istinctly  heard  J u 
venile C ourt Ju d g e  J. H am pton 
Price, w ho orig inally  com m it
ted th e  boys to  re fo rm  school 
on th e  kissing charge, use r a 
cial ep ithets in h is testim ony. 
Even som e N orth  C arolina 
new spapers com m ented on this. 
F or exam ple, the  rep o rt of the 
hearing  in th e  C harlo tte  News 
(Jan. 13) said, “Ju d g e  Price 
tw ice used th e  te rm  ‘n igger’ in 
his testim ony.” B u t in the of
ficial tran sc rip t these insu lting  
w ords have been deleted  or a l
tered  w ith o u t explanation.

The CCRI asks: "Was it from 
official solicitude for the sen
sibilities of the Negro people 
of the state, or as part of a 
continuing whitewash of the 
kissing case, that the insulting 
terms have been deleted from 
the official court record?"

D eterm ination  of the  N orth 
C arolina au tho rities to  brazen 
ou t the  cruel and  rac ist t r e a t
m ent of the tw o N egro children  
is seen by th e  CCRI in Gov. 
H odges’ assignm ent of the 
s ta te ’s h ighest legal officer, A t
to rney  G eneral M alcolm Sea- 
well, to oppose the  freeing  of 
the  ch ildren  and in th e  F aubus- 
like s tra teg y  em ployed by him  
a t the hearing.

TRIED SMEAR TACTICS

A lthough the  legal question 
to be determ ined  a t the  hearing  
was the  legality  or illegality  of 
the  arrest, jailing , tr ia l and 
com m itm ent of the  tw o boys to 
reform  school, Seaw ell, upheld  
by th e  judges, tr ie d  to d ive rt 
the hearing  to a sm ear “in v esti

gation” of CCRI C hairm an R ob
e rt F. W illiams.

He had  W illiam s pu t on the 
stand  and then  tried  to im 
pugn his m otives in petitioning 
for the boys’ freedom .

N ex t he probed W illiam s’ a f
filiations and associations, p a r 
ticu larly  w ith  C arl B raden, a 
CCRI m em ber, who, as a r e 
su lt of help ing a N egro fam ily 
b reak  th e  J im  Crow housing 
pattern  in Louisville, had  been 
subjected  in  1954 to  an in fam 
ous fram e-up . B raden ’s convic
tion in the low er cou rt w as 
th row n ou t by  th e  Suprem e 
C ourt of K en tucky  tw o y ears’ 
la ter. B u t Seaw ell dw elt only 
on B raden ’s conviction, cyn ical
ly ignoring B raden ’s subsequent 
vindication.

Examination of the subpoen
aed juvenile court record show 
ed not a single entry against 
either boy prior to the kissing  
charge. This is a devastating 
blow to the official whitewash  
that both boys were incorrigible 
delinquents on probation.

TEACHERS' PAY
M ore than  75% of men teach 

ers in the U.S. hold dow n an 
ex tra  job.

Cuba Strikes 
Seek Speed 
On Reforms

By Lillian K iezel
Cuban workers and poor 

peasants are attempting to cash 
in on Castro's promises of re
forms. They want them  now; 
while Castro seeks delay. Strikes 
are flaring up, t h e r e f o r e ,  
throughout Cuba over demands 
for wage increases, better work
ing conditions and a six-hour 
day.

N ineteen sugar m ills are shu t 
dow n by s trikes despite a d e 
cree of the U rru tia  governm ent 
freezing labor conditions in the 
m ills un til the p resen t crop has 
been harvested . The producers 
claim  th a t the “exaggerated  d e
m ands” of the w orkers would 
increase costs by 70%. The 
s trik e rs  are backed by the F ed 
eration  of C uban S ugar W ork
ers and the C onfederation  of 
Cuban w orkers.

T heir dem and for a six -hour 
day—if w on— would u n d o u b t
edly  relieve the unem ploym ent 
situation.

A strike  a t Shell Oil Co. was 
se ttled  th is w eek a fte r  the 
w orkers received a w age in 
crease of up to 100% and  a 
prom ise th a t th e  com pany 
would con tribu te  $250,000 tow 
ard  a fund  to bu ild  w o rk ers’ 
homes.

The w orkers a t the  C uban 
E l e c t r i c .  Co. (subsid iary  of 
A m erican and Foreign P ow er 
Co. of N.Y.) have been on a 
slow -dow n strike  for a couple 
of weeks. They se ttled  on Feb. 
9 w hen the  com pany agreed to 
re in sta te  some 80 w orkers who 
had  been fired before the  re v 
olution for political reasons. In 
addition  they  received a w age 
increase and o th e r  benefits.

L ast w eek a group of these 
w orkers cam ped outside the 
P residen tia l P alace and dec la r
ed a hunger strike. They ended 
th is dem onstration  only w hen 
P residen t U rru tia  agreed  to 
m eet w ith  them .

A t Moa Bay M ining Co. (sub
sid iary  of F reepo rt S u lphu r Co.) 
3,200 construction  w orkers w a lk 
ed out over a w eek ago for h igher 
wages. Moa Bay represen ts an 
investm ent of m ore th an  $100 
m illion for n ickel and cobalt 
production.

The governm ent has prom ised 
land  reform  to the  peasants. 
U nder the land-reform  act, 
passed Oct. 10, 1958, before the 
B atista  regim e w as overthrow n, 
d istribu tion  of 67-acre plots to 
landless peasan ts from  m illions 
of acres of governm ent lands 
will tak e  place. The program  is 
supposed to ex tend  even tua lly  
to 200,000 peasants.

(C ontinued on Page 3 )

“Stop H-Bomb Tests”

Demonstrating against British nuclear-arms build up, 
pacifists staged a London prison-to-prison parade Jan. 27. 
They marched from the prison where male members of the 
group are being held on charges of "disturbing peace" to 
prison where fem ale members are jailed on the same charge.

South’s School Racists 
Given New Legal Boost

By Harry Ring
FEB. 9 — The federal governm ent has given a fresh 

assist to Southern racists in their continuing resistance 
to genuine school integration. As a special aw ard to white 
suprem acist officials in  V irg in ia
for th e ir  acceptance of “token” 
in tegration , U.S. A tto rney  G en
era l W illiam  P. R ogers has d e
le ted  a key  proviso from  th e  
civil r igh ts p rogram  sen t to 
Congress la s t w eek by the W hite 
House. (See ed ito rial page 3.)

The original E isenhow er p ro 
posal included a clause em pow 
ering  the  A tto rney  G eneral to 
file in teg ration  suits in  behalf of 
Negroes unab le to  go to  court 
them selves for fea r of rep risa ls 
or o ther reasons. B u t V irginia 
officials have taken  W ashington 
off the spot by  sw itching from  
“m assive resis tance” to a p ro 
gram  of legal sub terfuge carried  
on in collusion w ith  the  federal 
courts. So th e  A tto rney  G eneral 
of the  U nited  S tates decided no 
law  should be proposed th a t 
m ight appear to the  Southern  
Bourbons like a “strong  F edera l 
hand .”

M eanw hile, G overnor Alm ond 
and the  V irginia leg isla tu re are 
ham m ering  o u t a p rogram  to 
keep all b u t a handfu l of Negro 
ch ild ren  in in ferio r J im  Crow  
schools fo r long years to come. 
As a resu lt of cu rren t V irginia

“desegregation,” a g rand  to ta l 
of 21 N egro pupils have  been 
assigned to previously  lily -w hite  
schools. (A nother n ine are 
scheduled.) T hey have been 
“m ixed” w ith  som e 11,000 w hite  
students. This leaves the schools 
involved 99 and 80/100% white. 
That's a better percentage than 
Ivory soap which boasts of b e
ing 99 and 44/100% "pure."

The “second line of defense” 
now being erected  w ill “allow  
for some flex ib ility , w hich ‘m as
sive resis tance’ did not, b u t i t  is 
expected  to  be m ore durable, 
m ore effective,” repo rted  a Feb. 
5 d ispatch in  the  C hristian  Sci
ence M onitor.

DON'T MENTION COLOR

A 40-m em ber com m ittee of 
the leg isla ture, including som e 
of th e  s ta te ’s m ost rab id  seg re
gationists, is now  w ork ing  on a 
V irginia version of th e  A labam a 
school “p lacem ent” law  w hich 
w as approved  by the  U.S. S u 
prem e C ourt la s t N ovem ber. 
Such law s are  used to bar 
N egroes from  all-w hite  schools 

(C ontinued on Page 2)

McNamara 
Puts Bill 
In Hopper

By A lex Harle
FEB. 10 — The United Auto 

Workers has called on Congress 
to aid the growing army of per
m anently jobless by enacting  
legislation for a shorter work  
week. M eanwhile Senator Pat
rick McNamara (D.-Mich.) in 
troduced a bill Jan. 21 to re
duce the federal work-week law  
to 35 hours.

A nnouncem ent of th e  sho rte r- 
hours stand  taken  by the  UAW 
In tern a tio n al E xecutive B oard 
w as m ade by W alte r R eu ther, 
th e  un ion’s p residen t. R eu ther 
is also vice p resid en t of th e  
A FL-CIO  and chairm an  of its  
Econom ic Policy C om m ittee.

He said final fo rm ulation  of 
a p rogram  to aid th e  jobless 
has been assigned to  an “offic
ers ta sk  force,” com posed of 
him self, Em il M azey, secretary - 
trea su re r  of th e  union, and 
Leonard  W oodstock, a vice p res
ident.

Reuther also said that the 
program being worked out calls 
for creation of union machinery 
at local, state and national lev 
els to deal w ith  the unem ploy
ment problem.

Such un ion  bodies, he said, 
w ould deal “w ith  bo th  th e  prob
lem s of finding im m edia te need  
and assistance fo r unem ployed  
w orkers and  th e ir  fam ilies an d  
for long-range leg isla tive action 
to get the  A m erican  econom y 
back in high gear a t  levels of 
fu ll em ploym ent and  fu ll p ro 
duction .”

Such ac tiv ity  had  a lready  
been in itia ted  in the  D etro it 
area by th e  recen tly  form ed 
UAW  P roduction  an d  S killed  
W orkers U nem ployed C om m it
tee. I t  w as th is  com m ittee th a t  
m et w ith  S enato r M cN am ara 
Jan . 2 and u rged  th a t he in tro 
duce th e  b ill fo r a sho rte r w o rk 
week. I t  has also pressed for 
im proved unem ploym ent bene
fits and sought to end th e  au to  
corporations’ practice of de
m anding overtim e from  those 
em ployed w hile  o thers rem ain  
idle.

In  h is Feb. 7 sta tem en t, R eu
ther associated h im self w ith  th is  
stand, declaring  th a t  th e  un ion  
considers i t  “m orally  w rong and  
socially indefensib le” for the  
auto  p lan ts to  schedule ov er
tim e w hile la rge  num bers of 
auto  w orkers a re  out.

In  addition to th e  reduced  
w ork w eek, R eu th er sa id  th a t 
th e  union w ill u rge im m ediate 
use of federa l su rp lu s foods to 
ease th e  p ligh t of the  jobless in  

(C ontinued on Page 4)

"Rugged Individualism" on Capitol Hill
By Herman Chauka

It's a long wait in line at the 
unemployment compensation o f
fice these days so I like to take 
along something to read. This 
week I had a copy of the Feb. 
6 U.S. News & World Report 
that someone left on the sub
way. My morale went way up 
when I read the article, "It's 
Not Only Pay Congressmen 
Get."

I t ’s com forting to know  th a t 
even if four or five m illion or 
m ore jobless people a re  having 
a tough tim e getting  by, at least 
th e ir  congressm en are m anaging 
p re tty  well.

The D em ocrats and R epub li
cans in Congress get $22,500 a 
year. T h a t’s $432.69 a w eek. 
M em bers of th e ir fam ilies can 
be on the  federal payro ll too 
as personal “assistan ts” and sec
retaries. B u t they  are held to a 
top annua] pay  of $16,300.

Congressm en p u t up  a p re tty  
effective b a ttle  against adequate 
old-age pensions, low -cost group 
insurance, reduction  of income 
taxes for the poor, and other 
“frin g e” benefits th a t w orking 
people w ould like to  get. They 
th ink  w e’ve gone too fa r  a l
ready  in underm in ing  th e  s te r
ling  cap ita list v ir tu e  of rugged

individualism . B u t n a tu ra lly  
they  m ake an exception  for 
them selves.

F or a prem ium  of only  7  1/2 % 
of th e ir  salaries they  can b e
come eligible fo r re tire m en t 
afte r 20 years. A nd only  five of 
these years actua lly  have to  be 
served in  Congress. H itches in 
the arm y and o ther governm ent 
jobs a re  cred ited  tow ard  th e  20 
years. A fter 30 years a con
gressm an can re tire  on as m uch 
as $18,000 a year.

SKIP EXAMINATION

A group life insurance plan 
pays $20,000 on a prem ium  of 
only $10.83 a m onth. In  view  of 
the w ell-know n physical condi
tion of congressm en, a  m edical 
exam ination  is n o t requ ired .

The solons are very  m uch in 
favor of im proving job condi
tions — w hen it comes to  th e ir  
place of work. A t p resen t a 
rep resen ta tiv e  has only tw o 
rooms, storage space, w ashroom s 
and clothes closets in  h is su ite  
of offices. This w ill be m uch 
im proved w hen the $90 m illion 
build ing program  is finished on 
Capitol Hill. Senators, fo r e x 
am ple, w ill have a t least five 
room s in th e ir  suites.

This w ill be in  addition  to  the

p riva te  read ing  and lounging 
room s w here congressm en “can 
read o r cha t or tak e  a nap .”

To keep th e  boys in  top shape 
for such strenuous activ ities as 
filibustering  against civ il-righ ts 
legislation, “Both H ouse and 
S enate have gym nasium s, w here 
any  law m aker can get a w o rk 
out on a handball court or a 
punching bag, tak e  a steam  bath  
and finish up  w ith  a rubdow n 
by one of the  staff of a tte n d 
an ts.”

A private prayer room is 
available to keep in top spirit
ual condition.

W hen construction  is com plet
ed th e re  w ill be space fo r free 
underg round  park ing  for 2,000 
cars used by m em bers of C on
gress and th e ir  staffs. R igh t now 
m em bers of the low er House 
arc  com pelled to use a free  o u t
door park ing  lot.

Congressm en can send out all 
the  first-class m ail they  w an t a t 
governm ent expense. In add i
tion m em bers of th e  H ouse get 
$400 a y ea r for airm ail stam ps 
and senators get $450.

The governm ent foots the bill 
for up to 40,000 w ords for te le 
gram s and cables each session 
for each rep resen ta tive . S e n a t
ors get $2,000 a y ea r fo r this.

Congressm en also get free  te le 
phone service to  any  p a r t of 
the coun try  fo r “official” busi
ness. They ge t c red it cards to

cover the  te lephone bill outside 
the ir offices.

T ravel and home-office allow 
ances “are ano ther source of re 
im bursem ent.” A rep resen ta tiv e  
is allow ed 20 cents a m ile fo r a 
round  trip  hom e each year. S en 
ators a re  en titled  to  tw o such 
trips. Two “assistan ts” a re  a l
lowed ten  cents a mile.

If th e re ’s no “su itab le” federal 
space for an office back home, 
a Congressm an can d raw  $2,400 
to re n t tw o offices, p lus $1,200 
a y ea r for expenses.

Congress is against socialized  
medicine for the people, of 
course, but recognizes that it 
does have virtues for certain  
groups. Congress keeps a staff 
of free doctors for its members; 
supplies some m edicines free 
and makes others available at 
cost.

C ongressm en are all m em bers 
of com m ittees. As such they  
m ake f r e q u e n t  “inspection” 
tou rs to in te resting  and  som e
tim es rom antic  lands ab road  — 
all for free, n a tu ra lly .

M uch th o u g h t has gone in to  
ligh ten ing  th e  d ru d g ery  of th e ir  
w ork. Special p riv a te  d in ing  
room s a re  provided. “F low ers 
galore” can be o rdered  free  from  
the  bo tan ical garden  fo r lu n ch 
eons, recep tions an d  parties. 
Senators get free  haircu ts; R ep
resen ta tives pay  75 cents, h a lf  
the going W ashington price. 
Low-cost b eau ty  parlors a re  
availab le for the wom en.

According to U.S. N ew s & 
W orld Report, “O perating  costs 
average abou t $166,000 per 
m em ber of Congress.”

The m agazine also notes: 
“The H ouse of R epresen tatives 
m ain ta ins a bank  fo r conven
ience of its m em bers.”
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That’s Why I’m a Socialist, Too
B y Martha Curii

Socialist journalism  has changed signifi
cantly  in recen t years. The eloquence, th e  
s tirring  appeals to the  em otions, th e  long 
strings of adjectives, w hich characterized  the 
w ritings of Debs and  th e  fiery proclam ations 
of the W estern Federation  of M iners and the 
IWW, a re  now considered to be “passe.”

In  th is  society w here hum an beings and 
th e ir  needs are subord inated  to the  A lm ighty  
D ollar, the d istortion  and perversion  of hum an 
ideals — such as tru th , brotherhood, equality , 
justice, love — have engendered  a cynicism  
and a hypocrisy w hich have spread  ou t like a 
fog over every th ing , and have even p en e tra ted  
into the  socialist m ovem ent. Socialists shy 
aw ay from  ta lk  about socialism  itself, and how 
it w ill m ake these ideals a reality , for fea r of 
provoking a scornful reaction  am ong cynics.

Those of us who are  re la tive ly  new  to the 
socialist m ovem ent, who have becom e social
ists du ring  the  Cold W ar period and whose 
m em ory even of W orld W ar II is pale, th e re 
fore m iss a w hole im portan t aspect of social
ist propaganda. It is th is void w hich Jam es P. 
C annon’s book, “Notebook of an  A gita tor,” 
w ill help  fill.

Respect for Others
It is s trange th a t the years of g rea test r e 

action in th is country , in w hich a w hole series 
of m ajor defeats th roughou t the  w orld isolated 
th e  radical m ovem ent, w ere precisely the 
years w hen C annon w rote som e of h is most 
m oving expressions of the  hum an side of 
socialism. I am  sure th a t some of these articles, 
w hen they appeared, m ust have p u t fresh  hope 
and  renew ed courage into m any a w eary  
socialist fighter.

E very  sub ject trea ted , w h e th e r it be the  
n a tu re  of cap ita lis t “justice ,” the bureaucratic  
m en tality , th e  propaganda m achinery  of the 
ru lin g  class, the  lab o r m ovem ent, religion, re 
flects a p rofound love and respect fo r people, 
people w ho get a raw  deal, people w ho are  
struggling  for som ething better, people w ho 
don’t have h a lf a chance to  realize th e ir  p o 
ten tia lities as hum an beings. T hat includes the 
v ast m ajo rity  of people in th e  w orld.

The underly ing  philosophy w hich p erm e
ates each artic le  is so sim ple it should be 
obvious to  everyone, b u t it is a revo lu tionary  
idea: only the  people, the  exploited  people, can 
em ancipate them selves. No one can do it for 
them . As in the  song: “You’ve gotta go dow n 
and  jo in  the  union, you’ve got to jo in  it for 
yourself. T here a in ’t nobody gonna join it for 
you; you’ve go tta go down and join the  union 
for yourself.”

To agree w ith  this concept, one has to 
realize th a t ord inary , average people are re a l
ly  p re tty  decent, p re tty  in te lligen t, and if they  
took th ings in to  th e ir  ow n hands th ey  could 
ru n  the  w orl a lo t b e tte r  than  it has been run  
up  to now. Even in th is cu tth ro a t system , 
w h ere  everyone is ou t fo r him self, exam ples 
of hum an so lidarity  occur often  enough to  il
lu s tra te  this; and some of these are in the 
pages of C annon’s book: the story  of how 
w hite  prisoners gave blood to  save a Negro 
convict’s life; of the aid given to th e  M inne

apolis s trike rs by  th e  farm ers in 1934; of how 
fellow  w orkers donated hunks of th e ir  own 
skin to save an o th er’s life in  a sk in -g rafting  
operation; of the courage and nobility  of Sacco 
and V anzetti as they  m et th e ir  d ea th ; of how 
Ita lian  prisoners of w ar in Greece, cap tu red  
w hile unw illingly  doing M ussolini’s  d irty  work, 
sang “B and iera  Rossa,” the  revolu tionary  song. 
These th ings give one an  indication of w hat 
is to  come. They give one hope.

B ut th e re  is ano ther side to C annon’s love 
of hum anity . T hat is his im placable h a tred  of 
the oppressors, of those w ho m ake a buck  (or 
m illions of them ) a t the  expense of others, by 
deceit, treachery , p rostitu tion , and ou trigh t 
m urder. These people are a necessary, bu ilt-in  
p a r t of the  profit system .

Cannon, w ith  all his to lerance, does not 
pussyfoot around  w hen it comes to the  cap ita l
ist class and all its hangers-on, all its agents 
w ith in  the labor and radical m ovem ent. His 
g roat love and apprecia tion  of people has no 
th ing  in com m on w ith  the  “hum anism ” of the 
Social D em ocrats, w ho som etim es m outh  a few 
phrases from  M arx abou t “a liena tion” bu t con
venien tly  forget about the  class struggle w hen
ever it m ight em barrass them .

If Cannon believed in p rayer, he w ould 
no t p ray  for those w ho h it him  and th e  rest 
of the  w orking people over the  head. W hoever 
trie s to im pose on w orkers any th ing  against 
th e ir  w ill, w hoever trie s to lim it th e ir  dem o
cratic  righ ts an d  ab ilities to m ake th e ir  own 
decisions and ru n  th e ir  own affairs — and th a t 
includes the S ta lin ist bu reaucrats  and  the 
A m erican labor bureaucracy  — gets no m ercy 
from  Cannon.

The tw ofold n a tu re  of socialist hum anism  
is reflected in  C annon’s a ttitu d e  tow ard  the 
in te llectuals, expressed  in various articles. He 
does not w rite  off the in te llectuals and artists. 
H e know s th a t they  can give and have given 
valuab le help  to the w ork ing  class. A t the 
sam e tim e, how ever, he is h ighly  critica l of the 
large-scale flight of A m erican in te llectuals 
from  the  rad ical m ovem ent the  m inu te th a t 
social p ro test began to be unfashionable and 
even dangerous.

“I  Believe in People"
I t is very  seldom, even in socialist w rit

ings, th a t one comes across a s ta tem en t w hich 
expresses w hat one really  feels, b u t ra re ly  says 
out loud, even to one’s close friends. W hen 
you find such a s ta tem en t, it m akes th e  day 
w orth  w hile; it com pensates fo r a lo t of u n 
p leasan t things. Such a passage I found in 
C annon’s “S ix tie th  B irthday  Speech:” “I b e
lieve in people and in th e ir  unlim ited  capacity  
fo r im provem ent and  progress th rough  co-oper
ation  and solidarity . I believe in freedom , 
equality  and the bro therhood of m an. T hat is 
w hat w e rea lly  m ean  w hen w e say socialism .”

T hat says in the  m ost d irec t w ay w h a t I 
consider th e  core of my ow n beliefs. T hat is 
w hy I am a socialist; and it is th a t idea w hich 
keeps me and, I hope, o thers like me, going, 
though we have never know n any th ing  in our 
lives b u t w ar, the  w itch -hun t, and  th e  re la tive  
quiescence of the  w orking class.

How Roosevelt Fostered Political Police

. . .  Racists Get Assist
(Continued from  Page 1)

fo r a long v arie ty  of reasons, 
w ith o u t the  rea l one —  color — 
being  m entioned.

In  several artic les la s t m onth, 
A rth u r  K rock, w ell-in form ed 
W ashington correspondent of 
th e  N ew  Y ork Tim es, repo rted  
th a t a grow ing num ber of S ou th 
e rn  politicians w ere com ing 
around  to th e  view  th a t  the 
h igh  co u rt’s blessing of th e  
“p lacem ent” dodge provided  an 
effective a lte rn a tiv e  to  “m a s
sive resistance.” K rock  u rged  
th e  m ore slow -w itted  rac is t pol
itic ians to  g rab  h old of the  
m a jo r concession th a t  has been  
offered them  on a silver p la tte r.

On Feb. 6, Krock made clear 
that he had the straight score

Socialist 
Workers Party

WHAT IT IS — 
WHAT IT STANDS FOR

B y Joseph Hansen
54 pages 25 cents

Pioneer Publishers 
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r ig h t from  the  horse 's m outh. 
H is in te rp re ta tio n  of the  S u 
prem e C ourt p lacem ent ru ling , 
h e  w rote, "is not a lay  opinion 
of th is correspondent. It comes 
w ith  au th o rity  and fu ll legal 
com petence to  m ake th e  con
struction ."

The “p lacem ent” law s do p e r 
m it a few  N egroes to  b reak 
th rough  th e  J im  Crow  school 
b a rrie r each year. B u t it  takes 
an  aw ful lo t o f doing. H ere is 
how  it w orks. Each p up il d e 
siring  to tran sfe r  ou t of a  seg
rega ted  school is p u t to  the 
te s t of th e  rigged “p lacem ent” 
requ irem en ts. I n c l u d e d  are  
scholastic standards, m en ta l and 
em otional “stab ility ,” m oral con
duct, health , effect on  th e  psy
chological outlook of th e  w h ite  
pupils, possib ility  th a t  tran sfe r 
w ill cause a b reach  of the  peace, 
etc., etc.

A fter app lican ts a re  rejected  
on one or m ore of these g rounds, 
th ey  m ust th en  file cou rt su it 
and p rove according to th e  legal 
ru les of evidence th a t the  real 
reason  for the  re jec tion  is racist 
prejud ice.

The case of th e  21 V irginia 
N egro s tuden ts now  attend ing  
in teg ra ted  schools ind icates w h a t 
an  uph ill b a ttle  th is  is. They 
w ere  selected for tran sfe r  by  a 
federa l judge  ou t o f 154 ap p li
can ts w ho w en t to  cou rt a f te r

th ey  w ere  re jec ted  by school 
boards. How m any o thers w ere 
re jected  b u t unab le  to ta k e  court 
action is not know n.

This b ristling  “second line of 
defense” is being bu ttressed  in 
V irginia by organization  of a 
“p riv a te” segregated  school sys
tem  financed by s ta te  funds, in 
cluding those of Negro ta x p a y 
ers. The s ta te ’s com pulsory 
school a ttendance  s ta tu te  has 
been repealed  so th a t w h ite  s tu 
den ts m ay stay  ou t of those 
schools w here  a few  Negroes 
a re  accepted. Those a ttend ing  
th e  “p riv a te” schools w ill get 
an  annua l $250 tu ition  gran t.

S ince 1954, V irg in ia racists 
have shaped  the  s tra teg y  of the 
last-d itch  opponents of any  sem 
blance of in teg ration . T he six 
rem ain ing  solidly segregated  
S ou thern  sta tes a re  expected  to 
w atch  closely as V irgin ia p re 
pares fo r w h a t G overnor A l
m ond called “a tran sitio n  to 
o the r m ethods as effective or 
b e tte r” th a n  those used p re v 
iously.

ANOTHER FIR ST
The P eople’s R epublic of 

C hina has announced  com ple
tion  of th e  co u n try ’s first oil 
p ipeline. I t  runs f rom  oil fields 
in S ink iang  province to a r e 
finery 91 m iles aw ay.

Notebook of an Agitator
Are you something of an agitator yourself? 

Then you’ll really appreciate this collection from 

the notebook o f James P. Cannon. Humor, irony, 

pathos, the heart-lifting vision of America’s bright 

socialist future —  if you’re alive to these things 

you’ve got a treat in store. And here’s a tip. For 

a gift to a friend who ought to know more about 

socialism, we think this is a best buy. $4 cloth- 

bound, $2.50 paper for this 362-page book.

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place New York 3, N. Y.

By Henry Gitano
(This is the six th  of a series.)
Follow ing the  F rench  R evolu

tion, P rince M etternich . C han
cellor of the H apsburg  E m 
pire, w ho organized an in te r 
national coalition of princes in 
defense of feudal privileges, d e 
clared  his political faith : "One 
of the m ost active and a t the 
sam e tim e m ost dangerous in 
strum en ts used by the rev o lu 
tionists of all countries, w ith  a 
success w hich is no longer 
doubtfu l [is] th e  secret societies 
. . . underm in ing  all p a rts  of 
the  social body . . . Suppress 
S ecre t Societies, th a t gangrene 
of society. In  short le t the 
m onarchs s t r e n g t h e n  the ir 
un ion  . . . m enacing only the 
d is tu rb e rs  of public tra n q u il
ity ."

T he “an ti-revo lu tionary  leg
islation” based upon M etter- 
n ich’s C arlsbad R esolutions of 
1819, decreed: “The object of 
the  Com m ission shall be a jo in t 
investigation , as thorough  and 
ex tensive  as possible re la ting  
to th e  origin and m anifold 
ram ifications of the  revo lu tion 
ary  plots .  .  . In  cases of u n 
avoidable necessity  such p e r
sons are to be a rrested .”

One hund red  and fo rty  years 
la ter, J . E dgar H oover echoes 
M etternich: “The C om m unist
leopard  freq u en tly  changes his 
spots, b u t the  sam e blood — 
bad blood — continuously  flows 
th rough  his veins.”

T he feudal aristocracy  aim ed 
the C arlsbad decrees against 
bourgeois dem ocratic revo lu 
tions, they  a ttem p ted  — u n 
successfully, to place a road 
block in  h is to ry ’s path.

D uring th e  1930’s w ith  w ide
spread unem ploym ent, m ass 
dem onstrations and  increased 
class consciousness am ong w ork 
ers th rea ten in g  A m erican cap
italism , Roosevelt saw  the n e 
cessity for a strong  political 
police to aid  th e  ru ling  class. 
A llen  C hurch ill in review ing 
“The FB I S to ry ” by Don W hite
head  (S a tu rday  R eview  of L it
e ra tu re , Dec. 29, 1956) notes: 
"N ext to H oover the hero  of 
The FB I S tory  w ould seem  to 
be FDR .  . . It w as FDR who 
look the ball th a t was the  FBI 
and rea lly  ra n  w ith  it."

PUT FB I IN POLITICS

T he g rea test period of FBI 
grow th occurred  under the 
Roosevelt adm inistra tion . P ro 
fessor Jo h n  W. C aughey in  his 
recen t book “In  C lear and 
P resen t D anger” concludes th a t 
“afte r about 1939 . . . dossier 
com piling cam e to  be its m ain 
function  . . . The accum ulated  
dossiers ru n  into the  m illions, 
and they  reflect th e  transfo rm a
tion of w hat o rig inally  w as a 
Federal B ureau of (Crim inal) 
Investigation  into a F ederal 
B ureau of (Political) Investiga
tion .”

In 1924, 16 years a f ter 
b ir th, w hen H oover w as a p 
pointed D irector, of a reo rg an 
ized B ureau, the  FB I h ad  600 
em ployees and a $2,000,000 
yearly  budget. I t cost less th an  
$50,000,000 to run  the FBI d u r 
ing the en tire  15-year period 
1924-1939.

In contrast, th is  y ea r alone,

C arefully  cu ltiva ted  legend 
presen ts the la te  F ran k lin  D. 
Roosevelt as a cham pion of 
civil liberties. B ut the  FBI 
enjoyed its g rea test period of 
expansion u nder his adm in 
istra tion .

the F B I’s budget am ounts to 
$102,500,000. T here  are now 
14,000 FBI em ployees; 6,000 
agents and 8,000 clerks d is tri
bu ted  th rough  53 field offices, 
w ith  an operating  fleet of 3,104 
passenger cars. Each field d i
vision is equipped w ith  a rad io 
telephone system  for com m uni
cation w ith  th e ir  vehicles.

In addition, an in te rnational 
rad io teleg raph  netw ork  is m a in 
tained. An electronics section 
designs and builds snooper 
equ ipm ent w hich is so un ique 
th a t it is unavailab le  th rough  
com m ercial channels. T here are 
over 150,000,000 fingerprin ts on 
file, and K enneth  Robb in M c
C all’s sta ted  th a t th e  F B I has 
inform ation on 75,000,000 p e r
sons rang ing  “from  a few 
sheets to a th ickness of several 
feet.”

H oover's testim ony indicates 
the FB I's role: "O ur re q u ire 
m ents for the  fiscal yea r 1959 
have been based in  la rge m eas
u re  upon th e  continu ing  critica l 
need .  .  . in  the field of se
cu rity  and counterin te lligence 
operations. The m ore im portan t 
of these program s involve those 
d irected  against activ ities con
cerned w ith  com m unism , espio
nage, subversion and C om m u
n ist-in filtra ted  fron t groups."

BUSY SNOOPERS

D uring  th e  year 1957, the  
FBI “received 87,098 investiga
tive m atte rs  in the  in te rn a l se 
cu rity  classification.” Hoover 
added th a t “our p resen t com 
m itm en ts rep resen t an average 
assignm ent of 17 investigative 
m a tte rs  per special agen t.” 
T hat w ould ind icate 5,123 FB I 
gum shoes sleu th ing  on people’s

’ ' '  ’ views.
W hat the gum shoes a re  a fte r 

is w ell illu stra ted  by th e  fo l
low ing item  in the  R eading La
bor A dvocate (Nov. 21, 1958): 
“Local B erks Socialists w ere 
shocked and  angered th is  w eek 
to learn  th a t tw o local m em 
bers of th e  Independen t Social
ist League . . . had been ques

tioned by  an agent of th e  FB I 
on th e ir  contact w ith  th e  So
cialist P a r ty .”

The F B I’s developm ent into 
a political police w as h igh ligh t
ed by a m eeting  on Aug. 24, 
1936. H oover w as called to  the  
W hite House by Roosevelt and 
asked to m ake a thorough  con
fidential su rvey  of “C om m unist 
and o ther subversive groups.”

H oover to ld  th e  head of the 
D em ocratic P arty , according to 
W hitehead, “Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  
th e re  is no governm ental agency 
com piling such a general in te l
ligence. Of course, it is no t a 
v io lation  of the  law  to be a 
m em ber of the  C om m unist 
P a r ty  and  we have had  no 
specific au th o rity  to  m ake such 
general investigations.”

Roosevelt persisted: “T here
m ust be some w ay th is  could 
be done, E dgar.”

H oover vo lun teered  th a t to 
m ake it  legal, th e  S ecre tary  of 
S ta te  should m ake th e  request. 
The n ex t day, Roosevelt, H oov
er and C ordell H ull m et. H ull 
“tu rned  to  H oover and said, ‘Go 
ahead and investiga te th e  — !’ 
The P residen t th rew  back his 
head and laughed .”

Roosevelt had issued his se
cre t d irective em pow ering the 
FBI to gnaw  aw ay a t the t r a 
d itional freedom  to th ink , speak 
and  associate as one pleases.

EX PA N SIO N  OF POW ER

On Sept. 6, 1939 Roosevelt is
sued a s ta tem en t giving th e  FBI 
ju risd ic tion  over “m atte rs  re 
la ting  to ” espionage and sabo
tage. He also in struc ted  o ther 
agencies to g ive th e  FBI all 
in form ation  re la tin g  to “sub
versive activ ities.” This d irec
tive  trem endously  expanded  the  
FB I’s pow er and changed its 
focus.

The follow ing year FDR 
signed th e  S m ith  "G ag" Act of 
1940, in itia ted  th e  first p rose
cu tion  under the Act — the 
fram eup of the  18 T rotskyists 
in  the  M inneapolis Labor T rial 
— and illegally  perm itted  the 
FBI to  resum e w iretapp ing  in 
M ay 1940.

H oover’s annual rep o rt on 
Jan . 5, 1940 revealed  how well 
he had carried  ou t his orders: 
“We have also in itia ted  special 
investigations of persons re 
ported  as being active in  any 
subversie ac tiv ity  . . . w e have 
a general index, a rranged  a l 
phabetically  and geographically , 
availab le a t the  B ureau, so th a t 

w e w ill be ab le to  locate 
im m ediate ly  these  various p e r
sons w ho m ay need to  be the 
sub ject of fu rth e r  investiga
tion .”

RAIDS LIK E GESTAPO

In F eb ru ary  1940, the  FBI 
tran sla ted  its euphem istic  “fu r 
th e r  investiga tion” into action 
by arresting  residen ts of D e
tro it and M ilw aukee w ho su p 
ported  the Loyalists du ring  th e  
S panish Civil W ar.

The D etro it press repo rted  
th a t 40 FBI m en m ade sim ul
taneous raids on 11 hom es in 
D etroit a t five a.m. w hen the 
v ic tim s w ere  asleep; broke 
doors w herever necessary  and 
refused to le t a law yer see the  
political prisoners. The Mil-

...Chippewa Seek Aid
( Continued fro m  Page 1)

Q. W hat kind of political 
p a rty  are  you for?

A. The little  people do the  
suffering. The big people sit on 
the  side lines and laugh. W hat
ever p a rty  you have m ust serve 
the little  people. Now w hen you 
vote fo r a D em ocratic o r R e
publican for m ayor or governor 
you’re voting fo r the  sam e 
thing. If they  w eren ’t little  p ip 
squeak  yes-boys they  w ouldn’t 
be up  there.

D uring the  in terv iew  LaFon- 
ta ine  re ferred  to  his correspon- 
dance w ith  leaders of th e  col
onial peoples.

In  a le tte r  to  N ehru  of India 
he said, “Being m em bers of the 
dark-sk inned  races of the  world 
it is very  encouraging to  follow 
leaders of your calibre w ho 
recognize the fu tility  of lis ten 
ing to im perialists is as m ean
ingless as th e ir  superficial h an d 
shake.”

T he le tte r  continued: “We of 
the A m erican Indian  population 
have long been in  need of eco
nomic aid and recognition  as 
hum an beings, b u t because of 
our d ark  skin, we have been 
im prisoned in concentration  
cam ps called reservations for 
w ell over a hundred  years w ith  
no tra in ing  facilities to help  us 
ta k e  our place in the industria l 
w orld .”

W riting  to  N asser of Egypt, 
he said, “Don’t  ever get under 
th e  infl uence of B rita in , F rance, 
and A m erica. They w ere in 
s trum en ta l in doing us out of 
our p roperty .”

N asser replied. “This is to  
acknow ledge the  receip t of your 
m essage and to  com m end the  
noble feeling  expresed  there in . 
I rea lly  esteem  you r a ttitu d e  
tow ards our ‘rig h t cause’.”

A lbert L aF ontaine has had

repeated  visits from  the  FBI. 
He quotes one of them  as say 
ing, “Some of the  stuff you 
advocate sounds like high tr e a 
son.”

He re jects these charges of 
un-A m ericanism  by com paring 
his a ttackers to  the  early  colon
ists as follows:

“I used to  h ea r th e  Ind ians 
ta lk  abou t how  th ey  used  to 
feed these people, m ost of them  
outcasts from  th e ir  own coun
tries. A fter w e got them  fa t
tened up they  tu rned  around  
and a ttacked  th e  Ind ians.”

These and o ther form s of u n 
derhanded  pressures have not 
altered  L aF on ta ine’s d e term in a
tion to continue the struggle to 
establish  the  leg itim ate righ ts 
of the Indian  people. He said, 
“One person w ho can stand up 
to th is k ind of a ttacks is w orth  
5,000,000 w ho stand  around  and 
do no th ing .”

In  conclusion he pointed  out 
th a t his request for a loan from

the Soviet Union is not a "g im 
m ick" or pub lic ity  s tu n t. If he 
does not receive satisfaction  
from  the U.S. governm ent he 
is going to  visit the Russian 
Em bassy.

Book-A-Month
“D em ocracy and E m pire in 

the C aribbean” by  P au l 
B lanshard , th e  au th o r of 
“A m erican F r e e d o m  and 
Catholic Pow er.”

This 379-page s tudy  orig i
nally  cost $5. You get it from  
Book-A -M onth for $1 plus 
15 cents for w rapp ing  and 
postage.

P lease enclose paym ent 
w ith  your order.

PIO N EER PUB LISHER S 
116 U niversity  P lace 
New Y ork 3, N. Y.

Europe & Recession
W hy was the recession in America so slow in 

reaching Europe? Why did some European industries 
even chalk up increased sales in America during the 
slump?

A British economist examines some key aspects of 
the dialectical interrelationship betw een these two sec
tors of world economy during the critical months. In 
the w in ter issue of the In ternational Socialist Review. 
Send 35 cents for a copy.

International Socialist Review
116 U niversity Place N ew  York 3, N.Y.

T he S m ith  "G ag" Act 
signed by  F ra n k lin  D. Roose
velt laid  the  basis for the  
w itch -hun ting  "loyalty" oath 
and "subversive" lis ting  p ro 
cedures in troduced  by his 
D em ocratic successor, H arry  
T rum an.

w aukee Jo u rn a l said ed itorially : 
"W hy a rrest a  m an a t 4 a.m. 
w ho can be found anytim e d u r 
ing the day? A nd w hy h a n d 
cuff him  . . ."

In a 1938 lis ting  of cases 
w ith in  its ju risd ic tion , the  FBI 
included “strik es” in th e  sam e 
category as “treason .” A S en
ate com m ittee u n d er B urton  K. 
W heeler in M arch 1940 c a ta 
logued vio la tions of “the  m ost 
fundam ental civil r ig h ts .” 

W hitehead te lls abou t Roose
velt's  reaction  to criticism  of 
the FB I in W ashington in  1940. 
“ ‘E dgar,’ he said, 'w h a t are 
they try in g  to do to  you on th e  
H ill?’ H oover shook his head 
and rep lied : ‘I don’t  know , Mr. 
P residen t.’ Roosevelt grinned

and  tu rn ed  his thum bs dow n 
on th e  table. ‘T h a t’s for them ,’ 
he said. T he w ord soon spread  
around  W ashington th a t Roose
velt had tu rn ed  thum bs dow n 
on the a ttack ers  of H oover and 
the F B I.”

The support w as not one
sided. In  1944, an FB I agen t 
investigated  a 17-year-old h igh  
school b o y  in M ichigan fo r say 
ing in his classroom  th a t  FDR 
lied.

T rum an  carried  on in the 
Roosevelt trad ition . In  1944, he 
gave th e  FB I fu ll responsib ility  
for investigations under the  
Federal Em ployee L oyalty  P ro 
gram .

A llan  B arth , ed ito ria l w rite r  
for the  W ashington Post, ob 
serves in his book “The Loyalty  
of F ree  M en” th a t “the  inves
tigation  of subversive activ ities 
and of disloyalty  is n o t a po 
lice operation  a t all —  save in 
those countries w here  po litical 
police are countenanced .”

M etternich, the sym bol of a 
decaying order, w as sm a sh ed  by 
the  Revolution of 1848 w hich 
abolished serfdom . He m ade an 
am azing confession to th e  R u s
sian d ip lom at N esselrode: “I
am alw ays considered the  rock  
of order, th e  obstacle to  rev o 
lu tion . . . b u t I confess to  you 
th a t m y innerm ost and secret 
though t is th a t Old E urope and  
its form  of governm ent a re  
doom ed.”

He understood long ago w h a t 
C rankshaw  notes in his study  
“G estapo” : “The w ider th e  pop 
u la r support for th e  govern
m ent, th e  m ore insignificant the  
political police and vice versa .”

BOOKS - PAMPHLETS
On Socialism 

And the Labor 
Movement 

Order Free Catalog from: 
PIONEER PUBLISHERS 
116 University Place 

New York 3, N .Y.

Fill Those Gaps
F ill in  those gaps in your 

bookshelf on Negro h istory . 
If you decide on th re e  or 
m ore books, help  yourself to 
a 10% deduction  w hen you 
m ake out the  order.

The H aw k and the  Sun. By
B yron H. Reece. D orm ant 
racial p re jud ice  flares into 
v io len t action  in  a sm all 
S ou thern  tow n. A realistic, 
tense novel by  a na tive  of 
the South. W as $3. Now $.95.

Econom ic R esources and 
Policies of the  South. By C al
v in  B. H oover and B. U. 
R atchford . A valuab le  re fe r 
ence work. Was $5. Now $.95.

Theodore W eld, C rusader 
for F reedom . By B enjam in  P. 
Thom as. C arl S andburg ’s rec 
om m endation: “T here w as an 
u rgen t need for th is exciting  
b iography  of th e  great, lov
able, p ic tu resque b u t pub lic
ity -shy  A bolitionist, w ho w as 
a sto rm -b ird  in th e  m aking  
of A m erican H istory .” Tops 
in our opinion fo r ind icating  
how m uch the  A bolitionists 
of y esterday  w ere like the  
socialists of today. W as $4.25. 
Now $.95.

M ontgom ery, A labam a — 
M oney, M ississippi — and 
O ther P laces. By Eve M erri- 
am. Vivid poetry  on some 
vivid  events in  the  South. 
T ypical titles  :“Bus B oycott” ; 
“M artin  L u th e r and O ther 
P eop le” ; “Miss L ucy” ; “The 
E lderly  W alking W om an.” 
Was $.25. Now $.15.

The S trange C areer of Jim  
Crow. By C.  V ann W ood
w ard. How Jim  Crow  really  
began in the T w entie th  C en
tury . H istory  w ritte n  w ith  an

eye to the  u n derly ing  eco
nom ic in terests . W as $1.50. 
Now  $1.19.

B lack R econstruction  in 
A m erica —  1860-1880. By W.
E. B. DuBois. A m erica’s only 
fu ll-leng th , com pletely docu
m ented  s tudy  of th e  period. 
Was $6.50. Now $3.95.

N egroes on the  M arch. By
D aniel G uerin. A F rench  h is
to rian  and  politica l w rite r  re 
ports on his tr ip  th rough  the 
South  w ith  a N egro com 
panion. A cute observation  and 
solid analysis of the  strugg le  
fo r equality . W as $2. Now 
$1.50. (P aperback  $1.)

T haddeus S tevens, A Being 
D ark ly  W ise an d  R udely 
G reat. By R alph K orngold. 
P o rtra it of the  tough, far- 
seeing politica l lead e r who 
ran  Congress in behalf of the 
strugg le  against slavery  in 
the  C ivil W ar and  Recon
struction  periods. W as $6. 
Now $1.65.

T he C lass-S truggle R oad to 
Negro E quality . T he view  of 
the  Socialist W orkers P a r ty  
on how  to  abolish J im  Crow. 
$.25.

Labor: F ree  and Slave. By
B ernard  M andel. W here the 
w hite  w orkers and  th e ir  o r
ganized m ovem ents stood in 
th e  fight aga inst slavery. 
Only a few  copies le ft of this 
o rig inal study. W as $3. Now 
$ 1.

T ender W arriors. Negro 
ch ild ren  of L ittle  Rock in  the 
fo re fro n t of th e  struggle for 
school in teg ration . As seen 
th rough  th e  cam era eye. Was 
$1.50. Now $.99.

Pioneer Publishers
116 U niversity Place N ew  York 3, N. Y.
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The Compromise of 1958
The battle  for Southern school inte

gration, it appears to us, has entered a 
new stage. Leading sections of the South
ern ruling class seem to have accepted a 
compromise in which they end their flag
ran t defiance of the Constitution, grant 
token integration, yet m aintain the pat
tern  of segregation v irtually  intact. The 
compromise was put into the works by 
the Suprem e Court last November when 
it approved the Alabama school “place
m en t” law.

In that decision, the Court indicated 
th a t if the South’s ru lers would perm it 
a handful of Negro students to transfer to 
previously all-white schools, thus adher
ing to the letter of the Court’s integration 
decisions, then the most authoritative 
judicial body in the land would in return  
put the burden of legal proof on every 
individual Negro who contends tha t he 
has been barred from equal educational 
opportunities because of the color of his 
skin.

In accepting this form ula, the leaders 
of the Democratic machine in Virginia 
and elsewhere have in terpreted  the com
promise as a re trea t to “second line 
trenches.” But they are dug deep in those 
trenches and they have powerful  rein
forcements, since the Suprem e Court, the 
W hite House, the Justice D epartm ent and 
Congress have joined them  there.

W hite House approval of the odorous 
compromise was publicly indicated when 
A ttorney G eneral Rogers deleted a clause 
from the P resident’s proposed civil-rights 
bill th a t would have authorized suits by 
the Justice D epartm ent to enforce inte

gration.
The Justice D epartm ent registered its 

position when the same Rogers issued an 
unsolicited press statem ent Jan. 23 ex
pressing the opinion that Suprem e Court 
validation of the Alabama “placem ent” 
law elim inated the need for such federal 
intervention in the school fight as took 
place in L ittle Rock when Faubus pro
voked the use of federal troops.

The compromise is obviously agree
able to all wings of Congress. Dixiecrats 
control key committees and the pork bar
rel! The great “compromiser,” Lyndon 
Johnson, did little  more than crook his 
finger at the liberals to get agreem ent on 
killing a proposed anti-filibuster measure. 
Congressional approval of the infamous 
“placem ent” form ula is underscored by 
the three civil-rights bills now in com
m ittee. The “strongest” of them, proposed 
by Senator Douglas, avoids the crucial 
“placem ent” decision.

This decision, upon which the com
promise of 1958 has been shaped, is a for
midable barrier to integration. But a break
through can be made. The first requisite 
is to appreciate tha t taking the  first-line 
trenches, forcing such a racist as Gov. Al
mond to gran t token integration, was a 
victory despite the compromise. The sec
ond requisite is to realize tha t this victory 
came prim arily  through the mass pressure 
of the Negro people and their allies; it 
was not a gift from the Suprem e Court.

The conclusion to be draw n is that 
a m ighty effort of the same kind can 
overcome even these bristling defense 
lines of the racists of America.

A  Worthwhile Reform
In his novel and movie, “The Grapes 

of W rath,” John Steinbeck painted an un
forgettable p icture of dispossessed Mid
w estern d irt farm ers beating their way 
across the country in search of jobs in 
California. Federal and state authorities 
took the plight of these starving families 
w ith brutal lack of concern.

True, tha t was during the great de
pression of the th irties when no work was 
in sight in whole areas like the Oklahoma 
dust bowl. But there  are blighted areas 
today, too; areas suffering from “sick” in
dustries, perm anent shutdowns, runaw ay 
plants. W orkers there face a bleak fu tu re  
unless they can get out. But where can 
they get help?

It doesn’t have to be that way, even 
under capitalism ; and certainly not in the 
richest country in the world. Last year 
in Sweden — which is a lot poorer than 
we are — the governm ent relocated more 
than 50,000 workers in jobs.

The Swedish plan is nothing ex trava
gant. If a jobless w orker tu rns up a pos
sibility in another city, the unem ploym ent 
service gives him train fare to get there. 
It gives him expense money for meals 
along the way too.

Moreover, it is considerate of the 
plight of his family. His wife receives a 
m onthly compensation check based on the 
num ber of children.

If the w orker lands a job in the new 
area, he gets a check of $60 to help tide 
him  over the difficult period until he 
draw s his first pay.

W hen he finds a home, his fam ily and 
fu rn itu re  are moved there at governm ent 
expense.

This sounds like a w orthw hile reform 
to us. Why can’t the powerful American 
labor m ovem ent s tart dem anding some
thing just as good if not be tter for the 
unemployed in the USA?

McElroy Speaks
When Trum an dropped the first two 

atomic bombs on Hiroshim a and Nagasaki 
in 1945, a cartoonist depicted a cave man 
dem onstrating the newly invented bow 
and arrow. The caption read, “This means 
the end of w ars as we’ve known them .”

Today some people cling to the illu
sion tha t nuclear weapons finally did 
make a qualitative difference — that the 
prospect of atomic w arfare is so fearful 
that no m ajor power will dare to use the 
newly invented nuclear weapons. Let 
them  listen to Defense Secretary Neil H. 
McElroy.

Testifying before the House Arm ed 
Services Committee Feb. 4, this top W ash
ington official — no one less, in fact, than 
the cabinet m em ber in charge of the 
arm ed forces — declared tha t if the United 
States engages in another w ar like the 
one in Korea it will use atomic weapons. 
His statem ent came in direct response to

demands for assurance by the committee 
th a t the U.S. is still prepared to wage 
“lim ited w ar.”

McElroy said that while the Defense 
Departm ent is continuing to build up 
“conventional” weapons, a conflict like the 
one in Korea will no longer be considered 
a “limited w ar.”

It would be “against our national in
terest,” he asserted, “if any inference 
were given the Chinese Communists that 
we would fight the Chinese Communists 
w ithout general w ar weapons.”

McElroy was not simply rattling  a 
hydrogen bomb. He was stating a fact, 
something that the top councils of the bi
partisan Democrats and Republicans have 
agreed upon.

Insanity? No doubt. But such insanity 
happens to be a built in feature of the 
decaying world capitalist order.

Let's End the Arms Race

Demand Punishment for Batista Henchmen

Despite the higher ra te  of Soviet 
gains, America still produces a much 
greater mass of goods. The big-business 
policy m akers use this advantage to ham 
per Soviet planning and the aspiration of 
the Soviet people for sw ift im provem ents 
in their living standards. The device is 
the arm s budget.

In November 1957, H arry  Schwartz, 
Soviet expert of the New York Times, 
wrote: “ . . . greater United States m ilit
ary spending . . . undoubtedly will exert 
pressure on Moscow to keep up its own 
large effort in the arm s race, thus d ivert
ing resources otherwise usable for capital 
investm ent.”

Every hike in the bipartisan war bud
get forces an increase in Soviet arm a
m ents; but because of higher U.S. produc
tivity, the Soviet Union is forced to spend 
proportionately more for an equal amount 
of arms.

Should this country, however, reduce 
arm s production, then the trend tha t 
Schw artz noted would work in reverse.

Such a move would take the pressure off 
Moscow to “keep up its own large effort 
in the arm s race” and allow the Soviet 
planning commissions to put more re
sources into capital investm ents. A good 
share would flow im m ediately into the 
consumer goods industry. The Soviet 
w orkers would get this concession because 
the Krem lin is fearful of political revolu
tion even though it does not recognize the 
will of the masses in the conduct of gov
ernm ent.

The American people have no interest 
in slowing down Soviet economic growth 
or in keeping down Soviet living stand
ards. Furtherm ore, the arm s race, while 
enriching the monopolies, imposes infla
tion and a grievous tax load on the w ork
ing people. It impoverishes the country. 
The money th a t goes into arm am ents is 
taken from schools, hospitals, flood-control 
projects, highways and the like.

Thus the  Am erican and Soviet w ork
ing people have a m utual in terest in end
ing the arm s race and turning to produc
tion for peace.

New Concessions Won 
By Workers in USSR

By Daniel Roberts
The 21st Congress of the So

viet Com m unist P a rty  w as p re 
ceded by a series of m easures 
and proposals w hich taken  to 
gether constitu te a new  round 
of concessions to  the Soviet 
w orking people. Again, K h ru sh 
chev's opening speech to the 
Congress had p rim arily  the 
w orking class in m ind and a im 
ed at w inning the ir support for 
his regim e.

This indicates th a t coping 
w ith  the pressure of the Soviet 
w orking people for freedom  
from  bureaucratic  ty ran n y  con
tinues to be the m ain preoccu
pation  of the K rem lin. By com 
bining repressions w ith  reform s, 
th e  Soviet ru ling  group has so 
fa r p reven ted  the w orkers from  
appearing  on the political 
arena as an independen t force. 
H ow ever, the price K hrushchev  
m ust pay to keep th e  w orkers 
from  break ing  up the to ta lita r
ian s tru c tu re  he heads is to 
continue g ran ting  reform s.

Thus, on Dec. 9, K hrushchev 
rem oved Gen. Ivan Serov as 
head of the S ta te  S ecurity  Com 
m ittee, the political police. (Se
rov had replaced B eria in 1954 
as chief of the secret police.) 
T he new  head of “security ,” is 
A lexander Shelepin, a form er 
secretary  of the C om m unist 
Youth League and, until his 
la test appoin tm ent, chief of sec
tion for mass organizations in 
the C en tra l C om m ittee of the 
C om m unist P arty . The rep lace
m ent of a professional cop by a 
"m ass w orker" w as designed to 
give a new  face to  the activities 
of hated  secret police.

At about the sam e tim e as 
the  change of police chiefs, the 
Soviet governm ent announced 
the form ation of “arm ed w ork
ers m ilitias” th a t w ould be en-

. . .  Cuba Strikes
(Continued from  Page 1)

The process is too slow for 
some. G roups of peasants have 
gone ahead  and seized lands b e 
longing to coffee p lan ters and 
have d ivided them  up w ithout 
governm ent sanction.

C astro has m ade m any p rom 
ises to  various sections of the 
population  alw ays couched in 
fine-sounding phrases: “We do 
not in tend  to leave th ings as 
they were. We will change 
every th ing ,” or “We w an t to be 
econom ically free .” B ut he is 
bidding for tim e. He claim s 
th a t “d isu n ity ” now will open 
the w ay for a B atista  coun ter
revolution.

He insists on th e  one hand 
th a t “we will not sacrifice lib 
erty .” On the o ther hand  he 
says th a t the  “strike  is a w ea
pon th a t should be used at an 
appropria te  m om ent — w hen it 
could produce best results. We 
did not carry  out the revol ution 
to defend the in terests of the 
pow erful, b u t of the hum ble.” 
And in the sam e b rea th : “It is 
correct stra tegy  now  to avoid 
m ajor conflicts, even if sacri
fices m ust be m ade, because a 
sacrifice now w ill be com pen
sated  w ith  g rea te r re tu rn  at a n 
o ther tim e.”

T hrough such double ta lk  
C astro seeks to res tra in  the 
C uban revolution. To C astro 
m ore tim e offers m ore oppor
tun ities for holding back the 
revolu tionary  aspirations of the 
w orkers and poor peasants to 
free t h e m s e l v e s  from  the 
stranglehold  of U.S. financial 
in terests. To the w orkers, tim e 
is of the  essence if they are to 
push the  revolution  th rough  to 
com plete victory.

trusted  w ith  certain  police 
functions. T heir task  is to sup 
press m anifestations of “hooli
ganism ” by young people in 
the stree ts  and to pro tect fac
tory  property , etc. F orm ation of 
these m ilitias is in line w ith  
K hrushchev’s announcem ent at 
the 21st Congress th a t m ore 
governm ent functions would be 
tu rned  over to “people’s o rgan
izations.”

Also in D ecem ber th e  S u
prem e Soviet adopted new  m ea
sures liberalizing th e  penal 
code and the code of penal p ro 
cedure. In his repo rt to the 21st 
Congress, Shelepin ou tlined a 
series of proposals for rehabil- 
iting de linquen t youth  w hich 
would keep them  out of the 
toils of the reg u la r courts.

OTHER PROM ISES

The M ilitant has a lready  re
ported  on the m any broad eco
nomic gains prom ised to the 
Soviet w orking people in the 
Seven-Y ear plan. These env is
age cu tting  the  w ork-w eek to 
40 hours by 1962; an average 
increase in real incomes of 40%, 
w ith a near-doubling  of wages 
in the low est categories of pay; 
a huge housing program , etc. 
The proposals tak e  account of 
the ind ignation  of the  Soviet 
w orkers over the big inequality  
of incomes in the Soviet Union. 
The Seven-Y ear p lan  pledges 
a progressive reduction  of d if
ferences in salaries.

The D ecem ber isuse of P arty  
Life, national CP publication, 
pu ts fo rw ard  a series of propos
als to bring  the  p a rty  closer to 
the w ork ing  class. P a rty  Life 
proposes th a t each applican t 
for p arty  m em bership  be screen
ed by co-w orkers in his shop, 
collective farm  or office, even 
though m ost of h is co-w orkers 
m ight not be p arty  m em bers. 
A vote would be taken  to  be 
binding on th e  p a rty  organiza
tion. By m eans of th is  proce
dure, says P arty  Life, “the 
w orking class as a w hole will 
feel itself ever m ore closely 
linked  to the  C o m m u n i s t  
P a r ty .”

The sam e issue of P a rty  Life 
also p rin ts  a le tte r  on th e  su b 
ject of party  dem ocracy which 
criticizes the  h ierarch ical m an 
n er of discussing decisions of 
the C entral Com m ittee. The 
p resen t p rocedure is for the r e 
gional com m ittee, then the d is
tric t com m ittee, then  finally the 
party  cells to “discuss” the de
cisions, w hereupon they  are 
“exp la ined” to assem blies of 
p arty  and non-party  people.

FOR W IDER DISCUSSION

The le tte r  proposes th a t the 
decisions first be discussed in 
th e  cells and w orkers’ assem 
blies and th a t only then  should 
p lenary  m eetings of d is tric t and 
regional com m ittees be called. 
At. these p lenary  m eetings, “Not 
only problem s th a t flow from  
decisions of the p a rty  will have 
to be discussed, but also those 
conclusions th a t flow from  the 
com m ents and proposals of the 
C om m unists and w orkers in 
th e ir  assem blies.”

(Jacques Michel, w ho cites the 
proposals in P a rty  Life, com 
m ents in the Jan . 13 issue of 
F rance O bservateu r th a t the 
le tte r  seem s to con trast p ro b 
lem s flowing from  p arty  de- 
cisions w ith  problem s flowing 
from  proposals by “Com m unists 
and w orkers,” and th a t its tone 
seem s b itter.)

F inally , M ikoyan’s v isit in the 
U nited S tates, capping a one- 
year “peace offensive” by  the

The American 
Way of Life

"Little Americas"
The police regim e of Syngman Rhee in South Korea 

is often referred  to by its chief architect, the U.S. State 
Departm ent, as a “showcase” of Am erican-style democracy.
Now South K orea w ill becom e *--------------------------------------------------

As a fu rth e r expression of re 
spect for the  privacy of the K o
rean people, the new  setups 
w ill be com pletely  self-suffici
ent. “They w ill have th e ir  own 
stores, com m issaries, d ispensar
ies, clubs and o ther recreational 
facilities. T here  will be a cen
tra l hospital and high school at 
Seoul.”

And th e re  need bo no fear 
th a t th e  influx of some 3,000 
A m ericans will signify crow ded 
K orean m arke t places. “ . . . the 
service enclaves will m ake l i t 
tle im pact on the K orean econ
omy. E very th ing  th e  A m ericans 
need will be ob tained from  
A rm y ou tle ts at prices genera l
ly  cheaper than  in the United 
S ta tes.”

B ut don’t get th e  idea th a t 
these considerate steps w ill be 
apprecia ted  by all the K oreans. 
F oreigners tend  to  be envious 
of th e i r  A m erican neighbors. 
T rum bull reports:

“Some K oreans, like th e ir  
racial kin in Japan , the  Phil- 
lippines and elsew here, do r e 
sen t the  coining of protected, 
m ore or less segregated  A m eri
can enclaves w ith a far h igher 
standard  of living th an  m ost of 
the people ju st outside the  
barbed w ire around  them  can 
ever hope to  enjoy.”

a show case for the A m erican 
Way of Life as it is lived by 
som e of our very best A m eri
cans. “L ittle  A m ericas” are 
about to blossom in Seoul and 
th ree  o ther South K orean cities.

A t the tim e of the K orean 
w ar the fam ilies of A m erican 
governm ent and m ilita ry  per- 
sonell w ere evacuated  from  the 
country. Now $26 m illion is be
ing invested  in four housing 
developm ents to provide fo r the 
re tu rn  of the  w ives and ch il
dren  of com m issioned arm y of
ficers and top econom ic aid of
ficials.

To lim it the A m erican influx, 
w ives and ch ildren  of enlisted 
m en of the tw o arm y divisions 
sta tioned  there are not included.

The housing developm ents 
will be in keeping w ith  the 
w ell-know n A m erican desire to 
avoid osten ta tious display. Up 
to now, un fo rtunate ly , the  op
posite has been the case for the 
few fam ilies of econom ic and 
officials a lready  liv ing in Seoul. 
Their hom es have not tended 
“to blend in w ith  the local 
scene.” B ut th is w as “not of 
th e ir  own choosing,” Robert 
T rum bull reports  from  K orea.

"These W estern-slyle houses, 
commanding a high rental, were 
built by the Korean govern
ment especially for foreigners 
on a towering hill overlooking 
some of the worst slums in the 
city."

Em bassy officials, how ever, 
have m anaged delicate ly  to 
avoid being seen by the  K orean 
slum -dw cllers. They now reside 
“inside a w alled com pound.” 
Such discretion and good taste  
will apply  in th e  construction  
of the “L ittle  A m ericas.” They 
will be bu ilt “on m ore or less 
secluded m ilita ry  reservations 
behind barbed  w ire.”

F u rth e r  steps w ill be taken  
to assure the absence of vu lgar 
display. “Since no unauthorized 
visitors will be adm ited  by the 
guards w ithou t a special pass, 
re la tive ly  few o rd inary  K oreans 
besides se rvan ts are likely  to 
see how the A m ericans live in 
these cen tra lly  heated , fu lly  
electrified duplexes.”

K rem lin, should also be includ 
ed am ong the m easures design
ed to conciliate the  Soviet 
w orking class.

(That was not the sole m oti
vation for the tr ip  how ever, 
since the bureaucracy , for re a 
sons of its own caste in terests 
pursues a tw o-pow er sta tus-quo  
deal w ith  U.S. im perialism .)

It isn’t th a t the Soviet w ork 
ers have accused the K rem lin, 
even under S talin , of seeking 
war. B ut in S ta lin ’s tim e, the 
th rea t of im perialist a ttack  was 
continuously played up as the 
reason w hy the  Soviet w orkers 
would have to endu re  d ep riv a 
tions and accept police te rro r.

K hrushchev’s peace offensive 
is designed to reasu re  the  So
viet w orking people th a t he is 
doing his u tm ost to guaran tee  
in te rnational conditions under 
w hich the economic and po litic
al reform s he gran ted  w ould be 
perm anen t.

Rhee Extends 
Hand to U.S.

In a touching new  dem on
stra tion  of friendship  for the 
U.S. T reasury , South K orean 
d ic ta to r Rhee inform ed W ash
ington Feb. 10 th a t he needs 
new  planes, ships and  guns for 
“w hen hostility  is resum ed.”

F our h undred  m illion dollars 
are a lready  being sunk in 
R hee’s arm y every  y ea r by the 
U.S. Econom ic aid ru n s to 
$210,000,000 a year. A U.S. m is
sion has ju s t recom m ended th a t 
th is item  be h iked  to  a q u a rte r  
of a billion dollars per annum .

In addition , it said, $7 m il
lion will be needed ju s t to  “e x 
ped ite” the aid.

Headlines in Other Lands
Eisenhower's Photo 
Cheers Franco

V irtual bank rup tcy  of the 
econom y and signs of increasing 
un rest am ong the  populace, in 
clud ing  w orkers’ strikes, do not 
seem  to be d istu rb ing  G enera l
issimo Franco unduly , for he 
still has pow erful friends.

The au tographed  p o rtra its  of 
H itler and M ussolini, conspicu
ous on his desk in W orld W ar 
II days, w ere replaced in 1945 
by an au tographed  likeness of 
Pope P ius XII. Today he keeps 
before him  a photograph of 
Eisenhow er adorned w ith a 
cordial han d w ritten  testim onial.

As th e  sincerest form  of a p 
preciation  for his friend, F ranco 
has even  tried  to act like E isen
how er, tak ing  up am ateu r p a in t
ing and golf.

The caudillo has h in ted  th a t 
for a su itab le cash consideration 
he is ready  to go fu rth e r, le t
ting  the Pentagon  expand  its 
m ilita ry  bases in Spain to in 
clude ram ps fo r nuclear missiles 
capable of landing on ta rg e ts  in 
the Soviet Union.

“One m ust adap t one’s self 
to new  circum stances and be 
ready  for new  system s,” the 
bu tcher of the Spanish revo lu 
tion observed recently .

The U.S. T reasury , it should 
be noted, has a lready  helped 
keep the  fascist d ic ta to r in 
p o w e r  w i t h  contribu tions 
am ounting  to $1,500,000,000.

German Workers 
Score Missile Base

A ten -m inu te  s tr ik e  shu t 
down forges and inductrial 
p lan ts in the  R uhr city of D ort
m und Feb. 4. The action p ro 
tested  the schedule se tting  up 
of a B ritish , guided-m issile reg i
m ent at a nearby  a ir  field.

A fter the shutdow n, w orkers 
staged a th ree-m ile m otorcade 
of m ore than  200 cars carry ing  
banners opposing nuclear w ea
pons.

Why They Struck 
In Argentina

A lthough troops using U.S. 
Sherm an tanks succeeded in 
break ing  a general strike  in 
A rgentin a, only a fraction  of 
the 40,000 m em bers of the 
M eat P ackers Union w ere back 
on the  job at the  end of J a n u 
ary. They w ere in th e  fo refron t

of the  dem onstrations against 
the governm en t’s " stab iliza tion” 
program  of layoffs and price 
boosts.

Behind the u n rest in the 
w orking class is a s ta rk  bit of 
statistics: the cost of living last 
year rose 50.7% and is still 
shooting up at record  speed.

Swiss Teachers 
Stage Protest

F ifty  w om en teachers a t the 
girls high schol in Basel staged 
a one-day s tr ik e  Feb. 3 to p ro 
test the  defeat of the  Swiss 
referendum  to g ran t women 
th e ir  r igh t to  vote.

School officials gave studen ts 
the day off for fear they would 
join the ir teachers in th e  d e
m onstra tions if m ale faculty  
m em bers tried  to scab.

The strike  is said to be the 
first such m ilitan t action in the 
40-year cam paign for w om en’s 
suffrage.

The m unicipal council a n 
nounced th a t it w as “astound
ed ” by the action and th re a te n 
ed d iscip linary  m easures.

Venezuelan Troops 
Answer Jobless 
With Tear Gas

Using fear gas, V enezuelan 
troops broke up a dem onstra
tion Jan . 31 of 15,000 unem ploy
ed w ho had assem bled before 
the p residen tia l palace in C ar
acas to shout for jobs. Five 
days la te r the  governm ent is
sued a decree forb idding u n 
au thorized gatherings.

The decree em pow ers police 
to a rre s t partic ipan ts in such 
m eetings or suspected “ag ita 
to rs.” The police can likew ise 
h a lt any group suspected of 
m oving tow ard  the cen ter of 
the city  to Stage a m eeting.

E n trance to V enezuela is 
barred  to anyone suspected of 
p lanning  to push such m eet
ings.

Special zones w ere set up in 
Caracas to b e tte r  coordinate 
action betw een  the police, arm y 
and national guard; and  in te n 
sive police patro ls w ere au th o r
ized.

The L arrazabal governm ent 
said th a t the decree w as in ten d 
ed to forestall dem onstrations 
w hen the new  Rom ulo B e tan 
court governm ent takes office 
Feb. 14.

Political Appointee 
Ousted by Students 
In Guatemala

G uatem alan  s tuden ts scored 
a v ictory  over Pres. Miguel 
Ydigoras F uen tes last w eek.

The head of th e  banana re 
public appoin ted  a d istan t re la 
tive, Ju lia  Q uinonez Ydigoras, 
as M inister of Education, a job 
w hich she had no qualifications 
excep t the vigor w ith w hich 
she cam paigned for F uen tes in 
the recen t election.

The s tuden ts took strike  ac
tion Feb. 2. Some 800 protested  
a t C entral Norm al In stitu te  and 
by n igh t m ore than  3,000 w ere 
out.

On Feb. 5 Mrs. Y digoras re 
signed.

Soviet Steel Rate 
Tops Free" World

Since 1955 the  Soviet bloc has 
increased its steelm aking  ca
pacity  by about 30%. The ad d i
tional 19,800,000 tons brings th e  
to ta l figure to 86,751,000 tons a 
year.

In an effort to d iscount this 
im pressive ra te  of grow th, the 
A m erican Iron and Steel In s ti
tu te  claim ed Feb. 5 th a t to tal 
steelm aking  capacity  in the 
“free” w orld du ring  th is sam e 
period has risen 53.800,000 tons, 
half of it in the U nited S tates, 
b ring ing  the to ta l to  285,727,- 
000 tons, an increase of some 
23%.

H ow ever, the In s titu te  con
venien tly  left out the  fact th a t 
the “fre e ” w orld does not op
era te  its p lan ts at full capacity  
o rd inarily  unless the govern 
m ent loads them  w ith  a rm a
m ent orders; and the prospect 
now is tha t even a t full capacity  
tens of thousands of steelw ork 
ers face p erm anen t layoffs.

Jobless Lobby in 
British Columbia

Five hundred  C anadian  w o rk 
ers called th e  a tten tion  of the 
British C olum bia leg isla tu re in 
V ictoria Feb. 3 to the fac t th a t 
they  need e ith e r w ork or relief. 
C hanting  and singing, “We 
w an t w ork ,” the mass lobby 
pressed fo r relief funds and a 
m oratorium  to p reven t reposses
sion of hom es of the unem 
ployed.

More than half a million Cubans massed in Havana Jan. 28 demonstrating approval of 
trials of Batista gunmen. One man held rope aloft as symbol of the penalty earned by 
torturers and assassins. Fidel Castro told rally that protests in Washington against executions 
were "infamous."



Thanks Supporters 
For Help in Case
Editor:

I am inform ed th a t the V et
erans A dm in istra tion  a f t e r  
m eeting  reverses in  the  U.S. 
C ourt of A ppeals for th e  D is
tr ic t of Colum bia as w ell  as 
the D istric t Court, finally 
dropped its de term ination  to 
w ithd raw  m y d isab ility  pension.
I hope shortly  to receive form al 
notification of th is decision and 
back paym ents to  Ju n e  of 1954.

The case w as under the  com 
plete  ju risd ic tion  of th e  A m eri
can Civil L iberties Union. Their 
help  w as lite ra lly  invaluable 
for victory.

I need hard ly  say th a t th is 
is no t ju st a m a tte r for p e r
sonal gratification, bu t th a t it is 
an im portan t v ictory  for civil 
liberties.

I feel certain  th a t the fo rth 
rig h t position tak en  by your 
publication and the response of 
m any of your readers is largely 
responsible for the success of 
th e  princip le involved — th a t 
our country  m ust fulfill its ju s t 
obligations to its  veterans re 
gardless of th e ir  politics.

This v ictory  should spur ef
forts to w in back ve terans d is
ab ility  benefits for R o b e r t  
Thom pson and o thers who w ere 
also a rb itra rily  denied them . 
This step  fo rw ard  should also 
con tribu te  in a sm all w ay to 

the struggle to end th e  rem a in 
ing aspects of the  M cC arthyite 
w itch -h u n t in all phases of our 
national life. Not least of all, 
it should be a spu r to all who 
seek, once and  for all, th e  com 
plete nullification  of th e  Sm ith 
A ct and the  r elease of its two 
rem ain ing  im prisoned victim s, 
Gil G reen and H enry W inston.

My fam ily  and I a re  ex trem e
ly g ratefu l for your help.

Sincerely,
Saul L. Wellman 
Detroit

Enjoys Hearing 
Annette Rubinstein
Editor:

I had a very  enjoyable e x 
perience last n ight, lis ten ing  to 
a ta lk  by Dr. A nnette  R ub in 
stein, speaking on perspectives 
for socialist action today  a t 
Debs Hall, un d er th e  auspices 
of the  F riday  N igh t Socialist 
F orum  of D etroit.

Dr. R ubinstein  is a fine speak
er, fu ll of th a t o ld-tim e socialist 
sp irit and fire, and at. the  sam e 
tim e very  keenly  aw are of to 
day ’s problem s and tactics. I 
m ention th is because she is on 
a national speaking tour, and I 
know  people in o ther cities will 
enjoy and benefit from  listening 
to her, w hatever she speaks on.

And fo r your D etro it readers, 
J w ould like  to  call your a t 
ten tion  to  th e  F riday  N ight So

cialist Forum . I t  offers s tim u la t
ing ta lks on a w ide varie ty  of 
subjects; th e  discussion is a l
w ays free  and u n fe tte red ; and 
th e  atm osphere is friendly. 
T here is also a very  fine oil 
pain ting  of Eugene V. Debs. 
These ta lk s  are a good ad junct 
to the educational m ateria l 
p rin ted  in the  M ilitant. T he a d 
dress is 3737 W oodward.

Subscriber 
Detroit, Mich.

Ran for Congress 
Not State Senate
Editor:

In your response to David 
M cReynolds in the Feb. 2 M ili
tan t, I no ted  th a t you listed 
him  as a cand ida te for “S tate  
S enator from  the 19th D istrict.” 
In an adjoin ing column, how 
ever, you list him  as a “Con
gressional cand ida te.”

The la tte r  reference is cor
rect. You m ust have been 
th ink ing  of B enjam in Davis 
who w as a w rite -in  candidate 
for the S ta te  S enate from  the 
21st D istrict.

See you a t the debate be
tw een M urry  Weiss and David 
M cReynolds on Feb. 27 w here 
these candidacies w ill be d is
cussed along w ith  the general 
question of socialist electoral 
activity .

Paul Montauk 
New York City

"Dead on Arrival"
B y Evelyn Sell

DETROIT — The headlines in the cap ita l
ist press b lared : “S teel P la n t S hu t by D eath 
P ro te s t” and  “Call Police as 200 P icke t Over 
S afety .” Policem en equipped w ith  tea r gas 
and rio t guns had been called out. M cClouth 
Steel C orporation w orkers w ere dem onstrating  
a t the p lan t gates over inadequate safety p re 
cautions w hich had resu lted  in th ree  deaths 
the  past 21 days.

The union new spaper took a different 
slant. “S tee lw orker K illed,” said the s ta rk  
headline. B ro ther P ra n g er w as cleaning off 
some g rates w ith  an air hose w hen an engine, 
busy filling bins for the b last furnace, crushed 
him .

The union had asked for a m inim um  crew  
of tw o to operate  the engine — one to drive, 
the o ther to guide him , for v isib ility  from  the 
cab w as poor. The com pany refused. They dis
counted the  repeated  accidents in w hich the  
engine had been involved.

The accident w as no t noticed w hen it 
occurred, b u t w hen som eone finally saw the 
in ju red  m an every  a ttem p t w as m ade to  ru sh  
him  to a hospital. No s tre tch ers  w ere a t hand. 
W hen one w as finally located in a d is tan t p a r t 
of the p lan t and the b leeding w orker was 
lifted  on to it, the door proved too narrow  for 
tw o s tre tcher bearers.

A fter B ro ther P ra n g e r’s death, the  com 
pany  conceded the union dem and for an add i
tional w orker on the  engine and ano ther m an 
to help  clean the grates.

B ut they  did nothing about a p lan t-w ide 
safety  program . One w eek la te r an o th er w ork
e r  was killed w hen oil from  a severed hose 
cam e into contact w ith a floor h ea te r and e x 
ploded.

The m en decided th a t the com pany’s price 
— a m an’s life — for each im provem ent in 
safe ty  w as too high. They stopped w ork, e n 
dorsed s trik e  action, and said they would not 
re tu rn  un til som ething w as done about safety  
m easures.

A t the p lan t gates they  stopped several 
trucks from  leaving. T hat w as w hen the com 
pany called the cops. The police d ispersed the 
p ickets so th a t the com pany could  get on w ith  
its profit-m aking b u t they could not disperse 
the sen tim ent expressed  by one of the  w o rk 
ers in th e  union new spaper:

“ . . . no m a tte r w h a t your w ages a re  or 
how good o ther th ings m ay be a t th e  p lan t 
w here you w ork, it w on’t  m ean one thing, 
not one blessed thing, if you go to w ork and 
then la te r  in the day are DEAD ON ARRIVAL 
AT SOME H O SPITA L.”

Notes in the News
CALLING DR. FREUD — N ew  Y ork R e

publican legislators sa t in glum  silence w hen 
Gov. R ockefeller read his “sock ’em w ith 
tax es” m essage. “Only once . . . did his aud i
ence respond audibly , w ith  a muffled tit te r .” 
T hat w as w hen he “m isspoke and called the 
poor the rich .” R ockefeller reta ined  the  sam e 
speech w rite r used by his D em ocratic p red e
cessor H arrim an. The slip can scarcely be as
cribed to  overw ork of e ith e r the ghost w rite r 
o r the speech reader as the budget m essage
w as on ly  one-fifth as long as H arrim an ’s.

* * *
BACKWARD FOREIGNERS? — In th is 

country  elig ib ility  for old-age pensions is de
te rm ined  by the am ount paid in social-security  
taxes w hile em ployed. In C anada, N ew  Zea
land, D enm ark, F in land  and N orw ay everyone 
above a certain  age is en titled  to a pension 
regard less of past em ploym ent or paym ents 
into the  social-security  fund.

* * *
CONCERN FOR N.J. JOBLESS — The

New Jersey  S ta le  E m ploym ent Council has 
recom m ended to Gov. M eyner th a t m axim um  
benefits to the unem ployed be increased from  
$35 to $50 a week. To qualify  for the m ax i
m um  an applicant w ould have to earn  $95 a 
w eek for 17 w eeks before he lost his job. They 
also though t th a t the  benefit period should be 
ex tended  from  26 w eeks to 30. They balanced 
th is recom m endation, how ever, by advocating 
th a t an em ployee m ust earn  a t least $30 a 
w eek instead of the p resen t $15 before be
com ing eligible for the benefits.

* * *
KEEPING UP WITH THE TIMES — The

W yom ing House of R epresentatives has a p 
proved a bill to give inm ates of prison $35 in 
cash upon release instead of the custom ary $10. 
Lest th is be though t to rep resen t a concession 
to the view th a t g rea te r  help should be given 
prisoners in getting  ad justed  to the outside 
w orld, one rep resen ta tive  m ade clear th a t the 
bill sim ply recognized “the h igher cost of 
liv ing.”

*  * *

PRISONERS WIN — New Je rse y ’s sta te  
prison strike  ended Feb. 2 w hen the 300 in 
m ates involved decided to accept an offer of 
five cents a day increase. They had been paid 
13 to 35 cents a day in m anufactu ring  3,500,- 
000 license p lates. P rison officials m ade the 
concession a fte r o ther shops joined in sym pa
th y  dem onstrations.

* * *

TAX SLASH — The U.S. In tern a l R evenue 
ru led  Feb. 6 th a t if your boss gave you a 
tu rk ey  or a ham  for C hristm as you don’t have 
to pay income tax  on it.

* * *

ROBESON WINS TAX SUIT — The In 
te rna l Revenue Service announced Feb. 4 th a t 
it w as abandoning a five-year ba ttle  to force 
singer P aul Robeson to pay “income tax es” of 
$9,655 on th e  $25,000 S talin  Peace P rize  he 
won in 1953. The governm ent decided th a t the 
P rize was in th e  sam e tax -exem pt category  as 
the  Nobel and P u litzer prizes. Robeson is ill

in a Moscow hospital. He w en t to the Soviet 
Union a fte r w inning a long struggle to obtain 
a passport.

* *  *
OLD FILTH IN NEW COVER — Fascist- 

m inded G erald L. K. S m ith  is pushing the  no 
torious an ti-Sem itic  articles th a t H enry  Ford 
published  in the D earborn  Independen t in the 
tw enties. On issuing a public apology for the 
racist lite ra tu re , Ford  said th a t it had been 
p rin ted  w ithou t his know ledge and th a t he was 
“shocked” and “m ortified.” Sm ith  now claim s 
th a t th e  auto  baron told h im  confidentially, 
w hen he w as visiting  the Fords once, th a t he 
had never “affixed” his s ignatu re  to the 
apology (it w as done by an em ployee) and 
th a t he “hoped some day to repub lish” the 
articles. Sm ith is offering the  rep rin t fo r $3 
each booklet or “100 copies — $200.” A typical 
heading in F o rd ’s an ticipation  of Nazi p ro p a
ganda is “Jew ish  Jazz Becom es O ur N ational 
M usic.”

* * *

MAN BITES DOG — A holdup m an w alk 
ed out of a New Y ork B ranch of the Household 
F inance Corp. w ith $300 Feb. 4.

* *  *

SUSPECT DDT — The New  Jersey   A udu
bon Society is undertak ing  a year-long  study 
to  determ ine the  reason for the  in fertility  of 
bald eagles. The b ird  — A m erica’s national 
sym bol — is reported  to be dying out in all 
sections of the country. It is suspected th a t 
DDT, used indiscrim inate ly  in enorm ous 
am ounts on A m erican farm s, is w ashing into 
stream s w here it accum ulates in the bodies of 
fish. M any of these are k illed by the DDT and 
then picked up by the scavenger bird. There 
th e  poison, evidence seems to show, reacts on 
the rep roductive organs.

 *  *  *
BORING FROM WITHIN — A m erica is 

headed for com m unism  on ro lle r skates and it 
m ay a lready  be too la te  to do any th ing  about 
it, a ba tte ry  of a larm ed speakers told the a n 
nual gathering  of the  C oalition of A m erican 
P atrio tic  Societies in W ashington Feb. 3. To 
help save capitalism , a rep resen ta tive  of the 
C ham ber of Com m erce urged creation of "cap i
ta lis t cells.” These should no t w aste tim e on 
the masses, w ho w ouldn’t u nderstand  the ir 
m essage, he said, b u t should operate  am ong 
ed ito rs and educators.

* *  *
REST ROOMS NEXT? — A N ational A s

sociation of M anufacturers pam phlet includes 
a checklist of fringe-benefit “costs” w hich em 
ployers should be sure to note before going
into negotiations. These include em ployee d is
counts; lib rary , m agazine and reading rack 
facilities; lunch  period m ovies and en te r ta in 
m ent; vitam ins, sa lt tab lets and o ther te m 
p era tu re  or exertion  m edications; m usic during  
w orking hours; old tim ers d inners and e n te r
ta inm en t; length of service aw ards; flowers 
for sick or deceased em ployees and dependents. 
C om m ented the  ed ito r of the M achinist: “N ext 
th ing  th ey ’ll be charg ing  us for ‘frin g e’ bene
fits like rest room facilities.”
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Monroe Facts 
Shock Foreign 
Reporters

By Harry Ring
NEW YORK, Feb. 4 — This 

afternoon I attended a press 
conference that was unlike any 
other I've seen. Called by the 
Committee to Combat Racial 
Injustice, its aim was to give 
foreign correspondents at the 
UN the straight facts about the 
case of Hanover Thompson and 
David Simpson, the two Negro 
children now in a North Caro
lina reformatory. The United 
States Information Service has 
been telling  people in other 
countries that racial discrimin
ation was not involved in the 
case.

T here w ere correspondents 
p resen t from  H olland, Sweden, 
Brazil, Sw itzerland, C anada and 
from  the  Soviet new s agency, 
TASS. F or alm ost tw o hours 
they questioned the com m ittee 
spokesm en, R obert F. W illiam s 
and Dr. A. E. P e rry  of Monroe, 
N.C., and George L. W eissman 
of New York.

T heir questions w ere cou rte
ous and sym pathetic. U nlike 
th e ir  A m erican counterparts, 
who tend  to accept a case like 
this as an o rd inary  p a rt of 
A m erican life, the  reporters 
from  abroad find it d ifficult to  
really  com prehend or accept the 
full b ru ta l m eaning of the 
trea tm en t of Negroes in A m er
ica.

T he D u t c h  correspondent 
cam e w ith  a copy of a s ta te 
m ent abou t the case issued in 
H olland Jan . 22 by the  United 
S tates In form ation  Service in 
response to w ide pro tests in 
th a t country.

T ransla ting  excerpts, he ask 
ed if it w as really  tru e  th a t 
n e ither the p aren ts  nor the 
NAACP had protested  against 
the boys being held incom m un
icado for six days. Had no one 
offered to act as counsel fo r the

boys? Did one of the  m others 
actually  say it w ould be good 
for her boy to go to the  r e 
form atory?

Even as he asked the ques
tions, his disbelief in the In 
form ation Service sta tem en t 
was apparen t. His a titude  tow 
ard these scandalous assertions 
was also indicated by the p re 
cise w ay he m ade the m ain 
facts about th e  s ta tem en t av a il
able to the o ther newsm en.

A SOUTHERN SCHOOL?
Could the refo rm ato ry  be 

called a school in any possible 
sense of the  word? asked one 
reporter. P robing  for a missing 
link in the case, ano ther asked 
if the paren ts of the w hite  girl

 involved w ere politically  im 
po rtan t people in M onroe. Did 
Dr. P erry  th ink  the w hite  w om 
an who accused him  of p e r
form ing an abortion  w as d e 
liberate ly  sen t to his office to 
fram e him ? asked ano ther co r
respondent.

The Swedish jou rna list said 
he d idn’t know too m uch about 
the A m erican judicial system , 
b u t he w as really  puzzled. "Do 
you m ean to say that they  w ere 
arrested  on crim inal w arran ts 
b u t not given a ju ry  tr ia l? ”

The B razilian  asked a series 
of questions about the inde term 
inate sentences m eted out to 
the boys and then  exploded, 
"My God, do they sim ply intend 
to le t them  ro t th e re !”

...Urge Shorter Work Week
(Continued from Page 1) 

h a rd -h it areas and a broad pub- 
lic-w orks program  to provide 
such sorely needed additional 
com m unity facilities as housing, 
hospitals and schools.

The UAW leadersh ip  has been 
u nder grow ing pressure to  act 
on behalf of th e  unem ployed. 
Main base of the union is in 
M ichigan w here  15% of the 
auto  w orkers are still on the 
stree ts  w ith  1959 car m odels at 
the peak  of production.

An officially estimated 327,000 
persons are out of work in 
Michigan, with 194,000 of them 
in Detroit. A quarter of a m il
lion workers in the state have 
already exhausted their unem 
ployment benefits.

The ex ten t to w hich the au to  
w orkers are being perm anen tly  
d isplaced as a resu lt of steadily  
rising  p roductiv ity  and increas
ed use of au tom ation is ind ica t
ed by these figures: A y ea r ago 
G eneral M otors em ployed 387,- 
000 hourly  w orkers. I t now  has 
320,000. D uring the  sam e period 
Ford em ployed 143,000 hourly  
w orkers. It now  has 122,000. 
Y et today both com panies arc 
tu rn ing  out cars a t a higher 
ra te  th an  1957.

The UAW dues-paying m em 
bership is 200.000 less today 
than it was a year and a half 
ago.

Concern of the top union 
leadersh ip  about th e  unem ploy
m ent p roblem  w as reflected  in 
the announcem ent th a t th e  drop 
in dues paym ents has m ade it 
necessary to elim inate 87 union 
jobs. Officers and em ployees of 
the union are tak ing  a five per 
cent pay cu t for the  n e x t four 
m onths.

The u rgen t need for a shorter

w ork w eek w ithou t any red u c
tion in  take-hom e pay is not 
confined to th e  auto  w orkers. A 
Federal Reserve staff study  fin
ally  conceded Feb. 7 th a t w hile 
production and profits are back 
to th e ir  pre-recession peak, only 
one-th ird  of those laid  off last 
year a re  back on the  job.

The s tudy  show ed alm ost no 
pick up in jobs since last S ep 
tem ber and it is an ticipated  that 
the official jobless figure will go 
back above the five m illion 
m ark  before the  y ea r’s end.

The problem  is no t a tem p o r
ary  one. It has been build ing up 
steadily  and om inously th ro u g h 
out the  en tir e postw ar period. 
S tatistics in the  Feb. 6 U.S. 
News & W orld R eport reveal 
th a t factory  production  has in 
creased 32% in the  past decade, 
w hile factory  em ploym ent has 
increased only  one per cen t in 
the sam e period. "Don't raise 
your boy to be a factory work
er," the magazine advises.

R euther came up w ith  a sound 
idea for action in a Feb. 7 
speech to the  M ichigan AFL- 
CIO L egislative C onference in 
Lansing. He suggested a “mass 
m arch” on W ashington by the  
jobless. “We should get from  
every  big cen ter 25 to  30 bus 
loads,” he said. “The w orkers 
could sleep in th e  buses — and 
le t the people in W ashington 
know  th e re  arc still hungry  and 
desperate” unem ployed.

However, he later said that 
the union had no specific plans 
for such a march at the present 
lim e.

Y esterday R euther testified be
fore the  Congressional Jo in t 
Economic Com m ittee. He said 
the governm ent should act to 
help create m ore factory  jobs,
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boost w ages and  increase fed 
era l spending, p resum ably  for 
arm am ents. He w as not re p o rt
ed m entioning his un ion’s sh o rt
er w ork-w eek dem and.

FDR SIDETRACKED IT
Back in 1933 the U.S. Senate 

passed a bill 53-30 providing 
for a 30-hour w eek for firms 
engaged in in te rs ta te  commerce. 
The bill, in troduced  by Hugo 
Black (now a S uprem e C ourt 
justice), w as sidetracked  by 
Roosevelt in favor of NRA.

Does Marxism 
Retain Validity 
For America?

NEW YORK — An unusual 
political confrontation  will take 
place here w hen F arre ll Dobbs, 
N ational S ecre tary  of the So
cialist W orkers P arty , debates 
Earl B row der, w ho w as deposed 
as G eneral S ecre tary  of the 
C om m unist P arty  a t the close 
of W orld W ar II. The subject 
of the debate will be: “Does 
M arxist T heory R etain Full 
V alidity  for the  U SA ?” Dobbs 
w ill uphold the affirm ative and 
B row der the negative.

M uriel McAvoy, a m em ber of 
the  sta te  adm in istra tive  com 
m ittee of the U nited Independ 
en t-Socialist C om m ittee, will 
act as chairm an.

The debate  w ill be held  F r i
day, Feb. 20, 8 P.M., a t C en tra l 
P laza a t Second Ave. and S ixth 
S tree t in M anhattan .

Harlem Group 
Plans March 
On City Hail

NEW YORK — A m arch  on 
C ity Hall to p ro tes t the  Board 
of E ducation’s appeal of a ru l
ing th a t H arlem  p aren ts  have 
the rig h t to keep th e ir  children  
out of segregated  schools has 
been ten ta tiv e ly  se t for Feb. 20.

In the  ru lin g  involved, Judge  
Ju s tin e  P olier held th a t the 
paren ts w ere  justified in th e ir  
action, since th e  constitu tional 
r ig h t of the children  to  an ed u 
cation w as being violated.

A num ber of m in isters h ea d 
ed by Dr. G ardner C. Taylor, 
the one d issenting m em ber of 
the Board of Education, had 
served  notice on M ayor W agner 
two w eeks ago th a t they  would 
organize the  m arch  if the 
Board did not w ithd raw  its 
appeal.

City Hall Orders 
Slum Tenants 
Out by Midnight

By Flora Carpenter
NEW YORK—Landlords may be able to get away for 

years with violation after violation of Health Department 
regulations and the building code. But let the tenants dare 
to th in k  of v io lating an o rder
for even a few  days! C ity  Hall 
know s how  to b ring  dow n the  
law in all its  w eigh t and  m a
jesty.

Several fam ilies, w ho though t 
of defying an  “im m edia te” o r 
der Feb. 6 to get ou t of th e ir  
slu m tenem ent a t 106 W. 134th 
St., found th is out to th e ir  so r
row. The o rder cam e early  F r i
day afternoon. The ten an ts  
w an ted  a t least un til M onday or 
Tuesday to find a place. The 
police said, no. A t least un til 
the nex t day? No; the  o rder w as 
“im m ediate.” By m idn igh t the 
cops had all the ten an ts  out.

One woman and her child 
were forced to spend the night 
on the subway w hen they could 
find no other place to stay.

“W hat can I do?” Mrs. E liza
beth M ilton, m other of th ree  
sm all children, asked a re p o rt
er. “W here can you go w ith  
ch ildren  so quick and so fast?

“This has been a bad place 
for so long. We com plained, 
com plained, com plained. B u t no 
one listened. We w en t up  to  the 
courts and th ey  sen t us home. 
We to ld  the  H ousing A uthority , 
the B uildings Dept., and th e  
W elfare Dept. . . . everyone, 
bu t no one cared, no one lis ten 
ed and no th ing  happened.

“Now, to  get us out, they  
m ove very  qu ick ly .”

GRACIOUS LIVING 
IN NEW YORK

T he build ing has not had  h ea t 
or ho t w ate r fo r tw o years. 
K erosene stoves have been 
m ade illegal in New Y ork b e 
cause of the  fire hazard.

“I use th e  gas stove to h ea t 
the place now,” Mrs. M ilton 
said. “I leave it on all n ig h t.”

A reporter visited the slum  
building earlier in the week, 
and found "a deep pool of stag
nant water in the basement, 
pipes spouting water like foun
tains, a torrent of water cas
cading through the building, 
weakening ceilings, b r o k e n  
doors, windows, floor and m iss
ing steps, fire-gutted apart
ments, no heat and little water 
for apartment use.''

F or some unexp lained  reason, 
C ity  Hall seem s unab le  to lo
cate th e  ow ners of th e  b u ild 
ing. P erhaps it has no sleu th  in 
the  police d ep a rtm en t w ith  su f
ficient train ing , know -how  and 
im agination to track  dow n such 
crim inals.

The re n t collector, how ever, 
has m anaged fa ith fu lly  to  keep 
his appoin ted  rounds.

A t 4 p.m. F rid ay  w hen  Mrs. 
Em ily McCoy, m arried , w ith

Calendar 
Of Events

CHICAGO
Two Negro ch ildren , eight 

and ten years old, ja iled  by No. 
C arolina au thorities for being 
kissed by a w hite  playm ate. 
H ear Robert F. W illiams, presi
den t of the C om m ittee to Com 
b a t Racial In justice and p resi
den t of the  Monroe, N.C., 
NAACP, on th is shocking case. 
Wed., Feb. 18, 8 p.m. Room 420, 
Roosevelt U niversity , 430 So. 
M ichigan.

•
NEW YORK

The L au ra  G ray M em orial 
C om m ittee announces a recital 
by a d istinguished violin and 
piano duo. W orks by Vivaldi, 
Bach, M ozart and Debussy. S un
day, Feb. 15: 3:30 p.m. 46 W est 
21st St. C ontribu tion  $1.

Berkeley Socialists 
Petition Against 
Jim Crow Housing

BERKELEY, Calif. — The 
U nited Socialist Action group 
filed an in itia tiv e  petition  
Feb. 5 aim ed a t ending seg
regation  in housing. The p e
tition , signed by 2,846 voters, 
m akes it possible to place 
the  m easure on the  ballo t in 
the com ing city  election, 
should it be tu rn ed  dow n by 
the  C ity Council.

The proposed law  w ould 
estab lish  a th ree -m an  com 
m ission on equality  in  hous
ing em pow ered to hold open 
hearings to in itia te  court ac
tion  on com plaints.

U nited  Socialist Action, 
w hose cha irm an  is V incent 
H allinan, inv ites all those in 
te rested  in getting  th is bill 
passed to  help. The address 
is 2915-A W heeler St.

four children , w as to ld  she had 
to get o u t a t once, she said: 
“Oh, Lord — oh, no — w here  
can you go so fast?

“W e’ve tried  for m onths to 
get a place and  couldn’t. How 
can w e m ove in  a few  hours?

"If w e had money, of course, 
we could find a place  to slay. 
Everyone wants som ething un
der the table."

N.Y. Board 
Seeks to Hire 
Scab Teachers

"If the city doesn't use its 
taxes for useful purposes like 
building schools and giving  
teachers a decent living, w hy  
should we pay them?" This is a 
question that New York tax 
payers, now being asked for 
still more, might w ell ask as 
they see night school teachers 
bearing placards in the streets.

These teachers get only $12.25 
a night. In 1932 they  got $10. A 
raise of $2.25 in  27 years is not 
much.

T he 800 m em bers of the  High 
School Teachers A ssociation of 
N.Y. resigned Feb. 2 and began 
picketing. They are dem anding  
an im m ediate w age increase and 
a g uaran tee  of $26.94 a n igh t by 
Septem ber. The B oard of E d u 
cation has offered on ly  $18 by 
S eptem ber and no im m ediate 
increase.

The B oard is try in g  to  h ire  
teachers to act as scabs so th a t 
five of the 16 evening  schools 
can continue functioning. T he 
B oard says it m ust see to it th a t 
the seniors get to g raduate . The 
Teachers A ssociation is seeing 
to it th a t th e ir  “p lacard  b e a r
e rs” a re  in  fron t of each of 
these high schools. Som e 30,000 
s tuden ts are affected.

Roger P aren ts , teacher a t 
Roosevelt High School, express
ed the general sentim ent: “I 
feel so rry  th a t the studen ts have 
to be deprived  of th e ir  educa
tion b u t I feel gratified th a t w e 
teachers, who have been tak ing  
abuse for m any years from  the  
B oard of E ducation and th e  C ity  
A dm inistrations, have finally 
stood up and declared th a t w e 
will no longer take th a t  abuse.”

Most of the  teachers have day  
school classes b u t a re  forced to  
w ork evenings in o rder to m ake 
ends m eet.

Dobbs vs. Browder
“Does M arx ist theory  r e 

tain  full valid ity  for the 
USA?” In a public debate 
F arre ll Dobbs, National Sec
re ta ry  of the Socialist W ork
ers P arty , w ill uphold  the 
affirm ative. The n e g a t i v e  
will be taken  by Earl B row 
der, form er G eneral S ecre tary  
of the C om m unist P arty .

R em em ber the date ; Feb. 
20, 8 p.m., C entral P laza (A t
las Room), 2nd Ave. and 6th 
St. C ontribution  $1.

Recessions
AND HOW TO 

PREVENT THEM

B y Harry Kelber 
Written in an easy, every- 

day-talk style, this pamphlet 
is for Socialists and non-so
cialists. Have it w ith you 
when you discuss it w ith  
your friends and shopmates. 
Send 25 cents with your 
order.
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