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Jim Crow Housing Ban
Goes to Berkeley Voters

B E R K E LE Y , Feb. 11 — A  proposed law  to ban dis
c rim ina tion  and segregation in  p riva te  housing w i l l  be 
decided in  the m un ic ipa l election here A p r i l  7 as a resu lt 
o f  a c t i v i t y  b y  local so-*

Faces D ea th

Last summer Col. Abdel 
Salem A ref of the Iraq army 
was a participant in the coup 
d'etat in that country. Now 
he is on trial on charges of 
plotting assasination of Pre
mier Kassem. A ref was deputy 
premier^ until his rift with  
Kassem last fall.

Peter Buch, endorsed by 
the Socialist Workers Party 
for Board of Education in the 
Los Angeles election A pril 7, 
demands that money for 
armaments be used for edu
cation instead.

Buch Starts
Socialist
Campaign

"Schools should teach the 
truth!" declared Peter Buch, 
candidate for Los Angeles Board 
of Education office No. 3 in the 
A pril 7 election. "Instead of 
promoting the militarism of Big 
Business, tell the truth — that 
capitalism and its profit-seeking 
monopolists are the real sources 
of war. Give the student an 
education that w ill prepare him  
to 1 build a society of freedom, 
plenty and peace under social
ism."

W ith  th is  figh ting  program 
Buch, who is a graduate stu 
dent o f the U n ive rs ity  o f C a li
fo rn ia  at Los Angeles, has be
gun his campaign. He is en
dorsed by the Socialist W orkers 
Party .

Buch w ou ld  use his power of 
office to press fo r the tru th fu l 
j teaching o f the  h is to ry  o f the 
labor and m in o r ity  movements. 
He w ou ld  seek establishm ent o f 
a “ com m ittee o f representatives 
o f labor and m ino rities  to ad
vise on the selection of cu rr ic 
ula and textbooks to  prevent 
fa ls ifica tion  o f h is to ry  and 
ideas, and to guard against d is
c rim in a to ry  practices in  the 
school system.”

The socialist candidate asks: 
“ W hy b illio n s  fo r  w a r and pen
nies fo r  education?”  He stands 
fo r adequate salaries fo r  teach
ers, free lunches fo r ch ild ren  
w herever needed, a d e q u a t e  
schools and academic ireedom  
to a llow  fu l l  and free discus
sion among teachers and stu
dents.

FEB. 17 — W ith  more than 
five m illio n  unem ployed and 
few  jobs in  sight, pressure is 
m ounting  sharp ly  on the top 
o ffic ia ldom  o f the A F L -C IO  to 
dp something. This pressure 
was behind the reported p ro 
posal yesterday lo  the  A FL-C IO  
Executive Council tha t i t  o r
ganize a mass jobless "M arch  
on W ashington" to compel Con
gress and the President to act. 
The proposal came from  W alte r 
Reuther, president of the U nited 
A u to  W orkers and a vice presi
dent of the A FL-C IO .

Accord ing to reports from  San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, where the 
union high command is ho ld ing  
its w in te r meeting, A F L -C IO  
president George Meany was 
“ cool”  to  the proposal.

B u t the ve ry  fa c t tha t such a 
proposal could penetrate in to  a 
council so • rem ote fro m  the 
ranks as th is  conservative body, 
indicates how b itte r  the m illions  
o f unionists now  w a lk in g  the 
streets fee l about the situation.

R euther firs t proposed a 
march on W ashington in  a 
speech at the M ich igan A F L - 
CIO Leg is la tive  Council, Feb. 
6. H is cu rren t proposal to  the 
na tional A F L -C IO  Council is 
backed by the in te rna tiona l ex
ecutive board o f the U n ited  
A u to  W orkers. A t  its  last meet
ing  i t  adopted a “ U A W  A ction  
Program  to Get Am erica Back 
to W ork.”  The program , re 
leased Feb. 15, declared:

"The leadership of the A F L - 
CIO w il l  be called upon to give 
consideration to organiz ing a 
'M arch on W ashington to r Jobs.* 
A l l  state and county councils 
and locals o f a ll a ffilia ted  in 
te rna tiona l unions w ould be 
called upon to cooperate in  o r
ganizing and financing efforts 
to m obilize and get to Wash
ing ton  a large num ber of unem 
ployed w orkers from  a ll over 
the country to dram atize the 
p lig h t of unemployed w o rke rs - 
and th e ir fam ilies in  order to 
get p rom pt and adequate action 
from  the Federal Governm ent 
in  m eeting the problem  of get
ting  Am erica back to w ork.'*

The U A W  program  also calls 
fo r establishm ent o f unem
ployed committees by the local 
auto unions.

However, instead o f ca lling  
fo r a “ spread the w o rk ”  30- 
hour week at 40-hours pay, to 
go in to  effect at once, the p ro 
gram advocates on ly  a vague ly 
determ ined w o rk  week to be 

( C o n tin u e d  on Page 3 )

"We've Got to Stop Christenberry at A ll Costs"
By H arry Ring

The fo llo w in g  conversation oc
curred recently  between tw o 
supportei’s o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  who liv e  on the East Side 
in  New Y ork . As a conscien
tious reporte r I  am u n w illin g  
to d ivu lge  m y soui-ce o f in fo r 
m ation b u t I  can vouch fo r  its 
au then tic ity . .

“ I  was cleaning out the closet 
befoi-e you dropped in, Stanley, 
and look w ha t I  found. The 
D a ily  Woi’ke r fo r  Sept. 5, 1957. 
L is ten  to w ha t B il l  W einstone 
w ro te : ‘I t  is necessary to expose 
the reactionary character of 
C hris tenberry.’ ”

“ Dinglebex-ry? Never heai’d of 
h im .”

“ No, C hris tenberry — the 
stum blebum  the Republicans put 
up fo r m ayor when they knew 
Wagner was a lead-pipe cinch 
to go in  again. W onder w hat 
hole th is  C hris tenberry fe ll in 
to?”

“ O f course I  remember, M ax. 
He was a ll fo r b ig  business and

the real-estate ci’owd. He had to 
be stopped at a ll costs. He w an t
ed to h ike  the sales tax. I re 
member the P arty  said so.”  

“ You mean lik e  W agner’s t r y 
ing  to do now?”

“ T ha t’s r ig h t, Max. This Chris- 
tenberi’y  was de fin ite ly  the b ig 
ger evil. He intended to s tick 
us w ith  a lo t o f other taxes 
too.”

‘'You mean lik e  the new one 
on cigarettes and cigars tha t 
W agner’s pushing for? O r the 
one on every restaurant meal 
tha t costs over a buck? Or the 
tw o-cent ta x  on every check 
you w rite  to pay you r b ills . 
O r maybe the one he wants to 
slap on gas and the electric?”  

“ Look, M ax, don’t  be cynical. 
I ’m not defending W agner; bu t 
the four-cent sales tax  is on ly  a 
last resort. W hat he wants, is 
o ff-track parlors where a man 
can put down his $2 on a hoi’se 
and the c ity  gets its cut, jus t 
lik e  at the tra ck .”

“ Maybe. B u t there’s a lo t o f 
in flu e n tia l people th a t don’t

th in k  much o f the deal. L ike  
the ministei-s and the bookies. 
G ive me e ight to five  and I  say 
W agner’s p u ttin g  on a b ig  act 
and we w in d  up w ith  the fo u r- 
cent sales tax .”

“ I ’m not a be tting  man, and 
you know  it, Max. Besides th a t’s 
not w hy we backed Wagner. 
Labor was 100%„ fo r h im  and 
we wanted to help labor p ile  up 
a b ig vote so it  w ou ld  have 
more of a voice in C ity  H a ll.”  

“ For lik e  now  w hen W agner’s 
runn ing  scabs in to  the n igh t 
schools to break the teachers’ 
s trike?”

“ Theobald, the Education Com
missioner, is doing that, not 
Wagner.”

“ So who appointed Theo
bald?”

“ Look, Max, our m ain con
cern was to get a b ig  vote fo r 
Wagner on the L ib e ra l Pai’ty  
line  to break Tam m any’s g rip  
on C ity  H a ll.”

“ I  can see De Sapio weeping 
behind those colored cheaters.”  

“ Don’t  th in k  he isn ’t, Max.

D id n ’t  you read about the move
ment to th row  h im  out — Mrs. 
Roosevelt, Lehm an and H a rr i-  
m an’s choice, F in le tte r?  They’i'e 
organizing a revo lt. They w an t 
to  erase the image o f bossism 
and keep the image o f lib e ra l
ism. They’ve ju s t in form ed 
W agner tha t De ‘ Sapio’s a b ig 
vote loser. He cost H arrim an 
the election.”

“ Oh? De Sapio got anybody 
in his corner?”

“ Wagner.”
“ That a ll? ”
“ No. Hari-im an.”
“ H arrim an ! H ow  do you fig- 

ure that? We backed h im  fo r 
Governor instead of McManus 
because he represented the l ib 
eral and labor w ing  o f the 
pa rty  and was having a big 
ba ttle  w ith  De Sapio.”

“ Don’t  feel bad, M ax. We cer
ta in ly  had R ockefe ller’s number. 
Look at tha t income ta x  p ro 
gram he’s p u ttin g  th rough. A  
w ithho ld ing  tax. They catch 
everyone th a t ever fo rgo t to 
file. I ’m not saying th a t includes

me. They low er the exem ption 
to 600 to make people on $35 g 
week pay. A nd then they jack 
up the  tax  ra te  and add tw o 
cents on cigarettes. H ow  do you 
lik e  th a t!”

“ Stanley, i f  these taxes go 
th rough  I ’m ta k in g  o ff fo r  C a li
fo rn ia . Except I  see th is  Demo
crat, B row n, th a t we backed to 
stop K now land  at a ll costs, is 
p u ttin g  on a big new ta x  b ite  
there too —  beer, cigarettes, in 
come ta x .”

“ Yes, bu t life  itse lf has shown 
how  r ig h t the P arty  was in  t r y 
ing  to stop Rockefe ller. And a 
lo t o f people are w ak ing  up 
about h im  now, too. They say 
he’s been snowed under w ith  
100,000 le tte rs ru n n in g  a hun 
dred to one against the ta x  in 
crease. T ha t’s a rea l people’s 
mandate. Some o f the R epubli
cans are so concerned th a t they 
may vote against the  increase. 
I f  they jo ined a people’s coa li
tion  w ith  the Dem ocratic m i
n o rity  thei'e’d be enough votes 
to k i l l  the increase.”

r  “ Oh? B u t w ha t about th a t 
report in  the Times th is  m orn
ing  where they p ra c tica lly  come 
r ig h t ou t and say R ockefe ller 
has a deal cooking w ith  W agner 
where the Democrats w i l l  vote 
fo r the state increase and Rock
e fe lle r w i l l  see tha t the c ity  
gets the new taxes i t  wants?”  

“ W ell, Max, i f  W agner does 
th a t i t  w ou ld  ce rta in ly  be a be
tra ya l o f the people’s mandate.”  

“ You mean w e ’d have to  get 
deeper in to  the m ainstream  and 
hustle more votes fo r  the  Dem 
ocrats so they can fee l m ore 
pressure fro m  the people?”

“ We ce rta in ly  can’t  be p ro 
voked in to  iso lation, M ax. A t  
the same tim e, the P a rty  i s ' 
re a lly  p ro jecting  the issue. Last 
Sunday the W orke r had a sting 
ing  e d ito ria l against any more 
taxes on the w oi’k in g  man.”  

“ T ha t’s great, S tanley. T ha t’s 
a sw e ll example o f how  to 
avoid the le ft  sectarian danger 
w h ile  no t fa llin g  in to  r ig h tis t 
opportun ism .”

F E B . 14 —  M o u n t in g  in te rn a t io n a l p re ssu re  c o m p e lle d  
ra c is t  a u th o r it ie s  in  N o r th  C a ro lin a  to  re v e rs e  th e m se lve s  
y e s te rd a y  a n d  fre e  H a n o v e r  T h o m p s o n  and  D a v id  S im p so n
from  a state re form atory. The*— — — —— —  —— —
tw o Negro ch ild ren , 8 and 10, F rank lin  Delano Roosevelt H igh 
were incarcerated last October school in  R otterdam  forwarded 
because one of them had been protest petitions to M rs Eleanoi 
kissed by a seven-year-old w h ite  * 00?e v t \  who tu rned them  ovei 
gi r j  o the N AAC P.

The sudden release of the tw o  ^ be. CCRI sa‘d h  has be®n 
boys came exactly one month receiving petitions signed by 
a fte r Gov. ‘ L u th e r Hodges de- thousands o f people throughout 
m onstrated his determ ination  to the coun try ; Outstanding in  the 
keep them  behind bars by as- pe tition  gathering i t  said were 
s igning the state a ttorney gen- V°uth  o f h igh school and col- 
e ra l to personally handle court *e£e a^ e; P ne °* rnost re- 
re jection of a w r it  o f habeas ; ent Pe t*tlo " s to come in was 
corpus tha t had been filed fo r a. h igh school in  C ioton,
the  boys • S18ned by more than 200

The Com m ittee to Combat youngsters. The com m ittee also 
Racial In justice , w h ich  sparked P°ln *ed ou l lh a t releas? ° f  *he 
the figh t fo r release of the boys lw o  b°Y f f ame ° ne week before 
in  cooperation w ith  the N AAC P, a scheduled mass p icke t-lm e 
said i t  had received numerous demonstration before the UN 
copies o f le tte rs of protest and General Assembly sponsored by 
news stories and ed itoria ls  from  lts Y o u th  section, 
here and abroad. Protests were *12 1 statement today, the 
registered against the b ru ta l ^  hailed release of the tw o 
trea tm ent of the tw o ch ild ren  *o y s  as a jo y fu l occasion fo r 
in  B rita in , France, Ita ly , Scan- ® H u ld ie n  and th e ir mothers
dinavia, B elg ium , China, B raz il, and . a ,,V1A ,0 If, over racia' ln '  
Canada and Holland. ^ stice- A t the same tim e it

, . . « . stressed tha t the v ic to ry  is onlyThe biggest protest abroad ia l insofar as the re,ease fe
developed in H o lland where a a «c o n d itio n a r one. S till hang_ 
movem ent describing itse lf as ; over the ch ild ren  ai.e three 
“ Operation Snowball waged a CQUnts Qf - assault on a w h ite  
w ide  pe tition  campaign Tens fem ale„  as a resu lt o f theh. un . 
o f thousands o f school ch ild ren  constitu tiona l arrest s0.Called 
teachers, trade unionists and td a l and com m itm ent to reform  
others protested to the U.S. sc^ 00i
Embassy, the W hite  House and Announcement of release of 
Governor Hodges. H ast week {he ch ild rcn  b the s ta te  Com. 
several hundred students at the missioner of Corrections con-

tained th is  open th reat: “ I f  . . .
I  a  tbe boys do not receive proper

|  3  I f  I I  |  S  care and guidance from  th e ir
J  parents, the local w e lfa re  de-

partm ent w il l  recommend the 
|  t l K n W  I I  I T  appropriate action to be taken
I  I I I  W  WW I r l  I  in  th e ir interest.”  In  the te rm i

nology of N orth  C arolina racist 
D ETR O IT  — M ayor Louis C: au thorities tha t means re tu rn  

M ir ia n i, elected a l it t le  over a to the re form atory, 
year ago w ith  A FL-C IO  sup- The CCRI w iR  seek lo  haye 
port, has ordered his w elfare  Jhe release made uncondiliona l 
departm ent to th row  a ll 2,900 and Jbe assaui t  charge expunged 
single people on re lie f o ff the f rom  the record. I t  w i l l  endeavor 
w e lfa re  ro lls  b y  A p r il 1. They j 0 do so b y presenting ih e  facts 
can live  w ith  * w o rk in g  re la- t0 the pub lic  and u rg ing  le t- 
tives," he said, a lthough they j erS/ pe titions and actions lo  
are no t p u l on re lie f in  the compel N orth  C arolina author- 
firs t place i f  they have relatives ilies  l0  g rant {u li res titu tion  to 
able to care fo r them. the ch ild ren . Conrad Lynn,

The D e tro it Common Council, counsel to  the CCRI, said today 
six o f whose nine members tha t legal measures w ould  now 
were elected w ith  A FL-C IO  sup. be explored to achieve these 
port, has endorsed a proposal to ends.
th ro w  a ll w e lfa re  fam ilies  o ff A  fresh ind ica tion  o f the re 
re lie f, a group a t a tim e, and action abroad against efforts to 
force them  to “ prove”  they whitewash the N orth  C arolina 
need re lie f before being restor- racists came w ith  the announce- 
ed. m ent by the CCRI tha t i t  had

I t  also has expressed endorse- won at least p a rtia l results 
m ent o f a proposal to change from  its protest against false 
the state law  so tha t needy peo- in fo rm ation  being issued about 
pie w ou ld  have to show tw o  the case by the U.S. Embassy 
years o f se lf-supporting resi- in  H o lland and presum ably else- 
dence before they w ou ld  qua li- where.
fy  fo r re lie f, instead of the one The com m ittee was notified 
year qua lifica tion  now in  effect. (C o n tin u e d  on  Pane 2 )

B E R K E LE Y , Feb. 11 —  A  proposed law  to ban dis
c rim ina tion  and segregation in  p riva te  housing w i l l  be 
decided in  the m un ic ipa l election here A p r i l  7 as a resu lt
o f  a c t i v i t y  b y  local so-*——— :— -—  --------------- — -— —•
cialists. Last n ig h t the C ity  of tbe Clty s elem entary schools. 
Council approved p lacing the ^ ve t bem the students 
proposition on the ba llo t a fte r were obviously nearly  a ll w h ite , 
the C ity  C le rk  reported tha t an w h llf  “  tw o  others they were 
in it ia t iv e  pe tition  au thoriz ing  neai*ly aH Negio. 
such a referendum  contained Council members did not dis-
2,866 signatures a fte r 499 had Pute the cla im  ,tha t f  ,la w
been lopped off. O n ly 1,459 was needed b u t complained
were required. The pe tition  was ^ e y  ^ad not had tim e to 
sponsored by the U n ited  Social- studY the Proposed measure, 
ist A c tion  group. N o rm a lly  the council takes at

A fte r  much- uncom fortable least 20 days to th in k  i t  over
discussion, the members of the bu t th is  tim e  the members in 
council re jected a proposal made sisted they had to act im m ed- 
by USA spokesman Don M u llen  ia te ly  on ge tting  ballo ts p rin ted , 
tha t i t  enact the proposal im - The ordinance draw n up by 
m ediately. One council member the socialist group is based on 
proposed pub lic  hearings at a the recently  adopted Sharkey- 
la te r date b u t another said there Brown-Isaacs law  in New Y o rk  
was l it t le  po in t to  such a hear- C ity . I t  establishes a commis- 
ing a fte r the  voters acted on sion to hear com plaints on dis- 
the issue. A  councilm an c la im - c rim ina tion  in  housing, w ith  
ed tha t the body had been a u th o rity  to  take legal action, 
“ trapped”  by  submission o f the Refusal to sell o r re n t any k in d  
pe tition  and the V ice M ayor o f housing because of a person’s 
complained tha t the council race, color or n a tio n a lity  w ou ld  
“ had been stampeded.”  Debate be proh ib ited. The cost of court 
at the m eeting was given prom - actions w ou ld  be born  by the 
inen t coverage in  today’s issue city.
o f the B erke ley D a ily  Gazette. ------------------------

Speaking fo r the ordinance, COST OF M E D IC IN E  
M u llen  indicated the  exten t o f The average of a ll prices, has 
segregation in  Berke ley by gone up 23% since 1950. The 
show ing pictures o f th is  year’s cost of m ed ica l' care has risen 
g raduating classes at a num ber by over 40% in  the same time.

AFL-CIO Heads Debate
"March on Washington"

Cuban Workers Begin 
To Push Own Demands

B y  L i l l ia n  K ie z e l
As F ide l Castro took the office o f P rem ier o f Cuba 

last week, in  w ha t m any in te rp re ted  as a trans itiona l step 
tow ard  the presidency, the w o rk ing  class gave indications
of pushing fo rw a rd  its  own de-* ; ;-----
mands in  the revo lu tion  th a t among 25 union demands is a 
toppled Batista. wa8e increase of 20—40%.

In  a s tr ike  tha t closed 21 The W a ll S tree t’ Journa l 
sugar m ills , one ow ner was pre- Quotes one of its  ‘ experts”  in  
sented w ith  90 demands. “ He Havana as to w ha t is going on 
figures i t  w ould  cost $4 m illio n  'n la b o rs  ranks: “ Y ou now
im m ediate ly to g rant w ha t la- have Communists and non-Com- 
bor is asking,”  the W a ll S treet mumsts competing fo r power. 
Jou rna l’s Ed Cony reported. Bach attem pts to ou tb id  the 
“ Sample: 500 men were la id  o ff other by m aking  greater de- 
some tim e ago; they a ll must be mands on management. Mean- 
reinstated w ith  fu l l  back pay. tim e, a t the top, the new labor 
‘They m igh t as w e ll take the m in is try  is confused— a lo t of 
m ill, ’ says the owner.”  idealists in  there w ith  no con-

Castro ordered the w orkers ception of how to handle labor, 
to  re tu rn  bu t they .w ould  no t As fo r  Castro, one business 
be persuaded u n til they were man said: “ He likes to tw is t 
promised support fo r th e ir • de- Uncle Sam s beard, and the 
mands a fte r the sugar season people love i t . ”  However, he 
is over. doesn’t  believe Castro is “ an ti-

In  Havana an ow ner decided A m erican.”  “ A fte r  a ll, w e’ve 
to close tw o  restaurants and ju s t had a revo lu tion , and F ide l 
bars. “ B u t the w orkers refused has ^to sound lik e  a revo lu tion - 
to q u it when ordered o ff the aiY-
job. That n ig h t to the vast sur- However, the popu lar pres- 
prise of management, the w o rk - sur t0 move ahead is very 
ers opened up the E l Carbie strong. A n  unnamed govern- 
and the S iigar Bar. They also m ent fig u re  was reported by 
gave the food and beverage the W a ll S treet Journa l as say- 
manager orders not to set foo t *n8 : “ The na tu ra l a im  of a rev- 
in  the k itchen. He obeyed.”  •- e lu tion  is to im prove the s ilua- 

Castro has acceded to the *ion of ‘ he underdog—the u n 
pressure to open the gam bling employed and the underem ploy- 
casinos. This came from  A m er- ed. Revolutions are not fought 
ican capita lists bu t also fro m  *° im prove the lo t of the m il- 
10,000 w orkers engaged in  th is  liona ires."
feature of “ tourism .”

The Cuban E lectric  Co., a 
$300-m illion s u b s i d i a r y  of 
Am erican &  Foreign Power, 
was forced to reinstate w ith  
fu l l  back pay hundreds of 
worker? fired as long ago as 
1952 because o f th e ir po litica l 
ideas. The company also agreed 
to g rant the equivalent o f “ life  
insurance”  to surv ivors o f em
ployees k ille d  in  the revo lu tion.

W a lte r Amoss, company pres
ident, was the b u tt o f an 
“ Amoss Go Home”  campaign. 
A  slow-down s trike  vTon a fast 
general pay h ike. Said a top 
company o ffic ia l: “ How much 
all th is is going lo cost us, I 
don’t know .”

Am erican banks in  Havana 
have been compelled to re 
h ire  45 s tr ike  leaders thy  fired 
in a 1955 strike .

Vehicles belonging to the 
Cuban Telephone Co., a sub
s id ia ry  o f In te rna tiona l Tele
phone and Telegraph are taken 
on motorcades by the workers, 
sides of the trucks chalked w ith  
demands fo r a 20% wage boost.

A  s tr ike  of 3,100 construction 
w orkers has shut down con
struction of a $75-m illion n ickel 
and cobalt p lan t o f Moa Bay 
M in in g  Co. since Jan. 31. H igh

Peter Buch, endorsed by 
the Socialist W orkers P arty  
fo r Board of Education in  the 
Los Angeles election A p r i l  7, 
demands tha t money fo r 
armaments be used fo r edu
cation instead.

Jobless Put 
Heat on Top
Bureaucrats

Cleveland Unions Win 
Round Against Probers

B y  Jean  S im o n
C LE V E LA N D  — The an ti-labor d rive  by federal 

agencies has not been stopped, bu t i t  ce rta in ly  received 
a setback when an attem pted Justice D epartm ent probe
of alleged labor racketeering* ; ;—; ; ;—
fe ll fla t on its face here recent- some in c rim in a tin g  m ateria l, 
jy  the nature of w h ich  they do

The stage was set fo r a sen- not know, 
sational smear o f the local labor Feb. 3, Judge Connell
movem ent a month ago w ith  Quashed the subpenas against 
lu r id  press accounts o f an im - ‘ he unionists. In  a decision 
pending federal grand ju ry  in - ‘ ba‘  h it a t the g row ing invasion 
vestigation. Th irteen labor o f- l ab ° r  and c iv il rights, he 
ficia ls and th e ir union records sa' d> *s n0‘  easy fo r  an 
were subpenad. Sources of in - o rd ina ry  person to figh t an 
fo rm a tion  and specific charges a§eucy o f the Government. I t  
were not cited. I t  was stated 's cheaper and easier to acqui- 
th a t the Teamsters U nion and escQ- to th e ir demands,.. . . There 
the B u ild ing  Trades Council 1S a g row ing intolerance by the 
were the ta rge t o f the investi- pub lic  to encroachments of the ir 
gation. constitu tiona l righ ts by govern-

B u t on Jan. 19, the union men‘  agencies. . . . ’ 
leaders made it  clear they C A LLE D  ROGUES 
w eren ’t  going to take the attack
ly in g  down. M otions were filed “ Here, i f  they refuse to tes tify  
in  federal court asking Judge against themselves, they are 
James C. Connell to quash sub- called rogues s im p ly  fo r  invok- 
penas served on the executive ing the constitu tiona l guarantee, 
secretary of the C leveland Fed- We m ust in  th is case consider 
eration of Labor, a C FL trustee the F ourth  Am endm ent . . .”  
and the business manager of “ There is no th ing in these 
the  B u ild in g  Trades Council. subpenas to indicate w hat the

The petitions charged tha t searchers have in  m ind. They 
the subpenas were “ unreason- don’t  say w ha t crim e they have 
able and oppressive”  and in in  m ind or w ha t books and 
v io la tion  o f the constitu tiona l papers they want. They m erely 
righ ts  of the men and the say, ‘B ring  in  every th ing  over 
unions, p a rticu la rly  th e ir righ ts a five-year period.’ 
under the Fourth  Am endm ent "Could they make these de- 
w h ich  bars unreasonable search mands against the New Yorjk 
and seizure. They pointed out Times, Metropolitan Life or 
the subpenas called on the w it -  U.S. Steel? Or could they do
nesses to tes tify  in  the case of that to the three great news-
“ the U nited States vs. ----------- ”  papers in this city or the four
and tha t “ No one can tes tify  major banks?
against a b lank.”  Justice D epartm ent A tto rney

The union attorney stated Goldshein commented: “ I t  ap- 
"This is obviously a fishing ex- pears th a t th is  w i l l  stop the 
pedilion by the federal au- Grand J u ry  action from  con- 
lhorities. They are fishing for tin u in g .”

Buch Starts
Socialist
Campaign



Page Two Y H  E M I L I T A N T Monday, February 23, 195?

(This review  of James P. Cannon's "N o te 
book of an A g ita to r"  appeared in  the M an
chester G uardian W eekly, Dec. 4. A lthough 
we disagree w ith  the reviewer's a ttitude  tow ard 
socialism and many of his judgm ents of the 
book, we believe tha t our readers w i l l  find 
w hat he says of interest. I t  is no tew orthy tha t 
a w r ite r  on the cap ita lis t side of the fence 
adm its adm iration, grudging though i t  may 
be, fo r a collection of artic les w h o lly  dedicated 
to the . socialist cause. — Editor.)

H idden away in side streets, o r im 
perfectly  v is ib le  on newspaper stands, there 
can be found in Am erica the vehement, en
te rta in ing , and often touching publications of 
the m ino r sects o f Am erican radicalism . They 
reca ll a glorious past, they preach a redeeming 
fu tu re . B u t in the w orld  o f E isenhower and 
R ockefeller, Reuther and Hoffa, they are l it t le  
m arked. They do not even compete fo r a tten
tion  w ith  the d w in d lin g  Am erican Com m unist 
p a rty  and the vast m a jo rity  of the Am erican 
workers do not know  th a t these prophets and 
deliverers exist.
,i A t firs t sight, then, i t  w ould  seem to be 
love ’s labor lost to  re p r in t over a hundred 
artic les from  the pen o f M r. Cannon. For he 
has fough t a num ber of losing battles over the 
past th ir ty  years and his occasional victories 
have been taken over by imposters. He preaches 
to the converted, w ith  the assurance of a 
Pentecostal prophet. M a rx  was r ig h t; the con
trad ictions o f capita lism  are ineluctable. 
Fascism is a necessary resu lt o f cap ita lis t 
crisis; i t  can only be defeated by a w orkers ’ 
m ovem ent tha t is d o c tr in a lly  alerted.

Alas, the w orkers do not listen. “ Labour 
skates”  tr ic k  the ir dupes. The po litic ians befog 
the issue and the S ta lin ists fa lsely c la im ing to 
be Communists lie  and betray as they have 
done fo r a generation past. In  the not very 
long run M r. Cannon and his fe llow -T ro tsky - 
ists, so they are convinced, w il l  prove to be 
r ig h t; a t the moment they are s im ply ignored.

Nevertheless, i t  was a good idea to re
p r in t M r. Cannon’s articles. For they rem ind 
us, w ha t we easily forget, how old is the tra 
d itio n  of revo lu tiona ry  violence in Am erica. 
In  th is  age of “ togetherness’ i t  is easy to ignore 
th is  p a rt o f the not ve ry  remote Am erican 
past, when the new state of Oklahoma was 
la rge ly  Socialist and when the m ig ra to ry  
labourers, th e ’ m iners and the lum ber workers, 
provided the backbone of the I.W.W., “ the 
W obblies,”  produced genuine heroes and 
m artyrs  like  Joe H il l  —  and less impressive 
figures lik e  “ B ig  B il l ”  Haywood.

I t  is ou t of th is  w o rld  tha t M r. Cannon 
comes, a very d iffe ren t w orld  fro m  the over
w he lm ing ly  im m ig ran t society th a t gave its 
num erica l strength to communism in New 
Y o rk  C ity . M r. Cannon is a d isciple and de
votee o f Len in  and T ro tsky  (d id  he not see 
Len in  p la in in 1922?), bu t he was before tha t 
a d isciple of V incent St. John, who, i f  not a 
model in form ed M a rx is t-Len in is t teacher, was

a m ig h ty  preacher and praetiser of the class 
war. M r. Cannon is l ik e  St. John. There are 
tw o  classes and he is fo r  his class, the workers.

I t  was na iu ra l tha t th is  com m itm ent to 
the cause should have driven M r. Cannon in to  
the in fa n t Com m unist pa rty  from  which the 
S ta lin is t tr iu m p h  expelled h im . A nd i t  can be 
said that, once out of the party , he became a 
be tter and more w inn ing  w rite r. The pieces 
reprin ted  from  “ The D a ily  W orke r”  are not 
on ly  fu l l  o f pa rty  jargon and verbal be llige r
ence, they revive certa in doubts about the 
u t i l i t y  o f the Com m unist in te rven tion  in the 
Sacco and Vanzetti case. The p a rty  cause more 
than the v ic tim s seems to dom inate these ap
peals to a massive class action un th inkab le  in 
the Am erica of 1926-7.

Out in  the cold and so freed from  party 
d iscip line, M r. Cannon seems to have been 
more at home. T rue he does not le t the W hig 
dogs get the best o f it. The reader o f these 
pages w ould  not gather th a t the success of 
the tru ck  s tr ike  in  M inneapolis in 1934 owed 
something to the benevolent n e u tra lity  ol 
G overnor F loyd Olson, or tha t the appeal to 
the St. Paul truckers to come out was not 
listened to. B u t in  M inneapolis the dissident 
Cqmmunists d id  d ig  in  and were d u ly  made 
the v ic tim s of the Sm ith  A c t w ith  the approval 
and to the de ligh t o f the “ S talin ians.”  M r. 
Cannon was one o f th e ir v ic tim s o f th is ra i l
roading and i t  is an ind ication of his devotion 
to the revo lu tion  tha t he protested, and p ro 
tests against the application of the Sm ith  A ct 
to  his Moscow-duped enemies.

For they were duped, duped in to  abandon
ing  the rea lly  m ilita n t po licy o f figh ting  fo r 
revo lu tion  in  Am erica in  order to devote a ll 
th e ir resources to the defence of the W orkers’ 
Fatherland. Again and again, m ilita n cy  was 
betrayed in Am erica to serve Soviet foreign 
po licy o r the w him s of S talin.

A n  A ttra c tiv e  W orld
B u t a ll th is  tim e M r. Cannon kept the 

fa ith . A nd th a t fa ith  in  a w orld  of so lida rity , 
of freedom, o f equa lity  is made a ttrac tive  by 
M r. Cannon’s candour and sincerity . There is 
more of Kansas than the K re m lin  in  his fa ith . 
He does not ask h im se lf the question o f w ha t 
in  the Russian R evolu tion and in  the methods 
and ethos of the Com m unist p a rty  made per
version so easy. N e ither d id  T ro tsky. B u t he 
has kep t the fa ith , innocent as i t  often is.

This book is a most valuable contribu tion  
to the h is to ry  o f Am erican radicalism  a l
though i t  is not annotated and w il l  be ba ffling  
reading" in  m any places. W e ll-know n  figures 
f l i t  across the pages, M r. D w igh t Macdonald, 
M r. W h itta ke r Chambers. B u t the rea l “ d ra 
matis personae”  are the un in tim ida ted  zealots 
who regard the topless towers o f Am erican 
capita lism  w ith  the same contem pt and con
v ic tion  of superio rity  as the early  Christians 
did im peria l Rome.

. . .  Children Win
(C o n tin u e d  f r o m  Page 1) 

in a Feb. 9 le tte r from  Wash
in g to n  th a t the opening para
graph in an apparently  standard 
release being issued abroad 
w ou ld  now state th a t the case 
“ involves mbre than race re la 
tions.”  Previous statements had 
asserted tha t no racia l d isc rim i
nation was invo lved. •_

Release of the boys came as 
'a complete surprise to th e ir 
mothers. The firs t they knew of 
i t  was when the ch ild ren  w a lk 
ed in to  th e ir new home in  C har
lo ttesv ille  ’ accompanied by tw o
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social service w orkers and the 
superintendent of the re fo rm a
to ry  where they had been held.

The CCRI received a te le 
phone report of the boys’ a r
r iv a l from  Mrs. Robert F. W il
liams, w ife  of the president of 
the Monroe NAACP. She v is it
ed the tw o fam ilies yesterday 
afternoon. “ The boys are happy, 
the mothers are happy, every
body there is re jo ic ing  though 
some eyes are s t i l l  w et,”  she 
said.

"H anover and Fuzzy were de
ligh ted  to see my tw o sons 
whom  they knew from  M onroe," 
she added. " I t  was from  them 
tha t they firs t learned about the 
le tters and petitions tha t ch il
dren in  H o lland  have been 
w rit in g . They were deeply im 
pressed and asked to send the ir 
thanks to the ch ild ren  there.

TOUGH ON MOTOR
The fo rerunner o f Sen L y n 

don Johnson’s "p ruden t pro- 
gressivism”  is F ra n k lin  D. 
Roosevelt’s fo rm u la  in  1928 of 
“ p iogressivism  w ith  a brake 
on.”
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Notebook of an Agitator
For those w ho  rem em ber and fo r  those w ho 

w a n t to  kn o w  w h a t i t  was like . Barto lom eo V a n 

z e tt i and N ico la  Sacco —  A m e rica ’s m ost fam ous 

v ic tim s  o f  the w itc h -h u n t in  the twenties. Le t 

J im  C annon te ll you about th a t f ig h t. The love 

radicals everyw here fe lt  fo r  the tw o  anarchist 

rebels, the fierce w ish to  save them  fro m  the 

cha ir, the agony as the w o r ld  saw the courts  and 

the cap ita lis t au tho rities  insist on b u rn in g  the 

v ic tim s , the shock, the hatred, the anger th a t 

c rys ta llized  in to  socialist reso lu tion  to  b u ild  a 

be tte r w o rld . T h is  is the A m erican  vanguard o f 

the tw enties. Read i t  fo r  you rse lf in  "N o te b o o k  

o f  an A g ita to r .”  $4 c lo thbou nd , $2.50 paper.

Pioneer Publishers
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Visitor in  P e ip ing

Prime Minister Otto Grotewohl of the East German 
Democratic Republic (left) is greeted in Peiping by Mao 
Tse-tung, chairman of the Chinese Communist Party during 
recent visit to China by East German delegation.

cia lists”  who collaborate w ith  
them.

We attem pted to show in a 
previous a rtic le  (M ilita n t, Jan. 
26) how Foster and the other 
leaders o f the Communist Party, 
as w e ll as the leaders of the 
Socialist P arty  — Social Demo
cratic Federation, studiously 
avoid any mention, le t alone 
analysis, o f the character and 
ro le o f the Am erican labor bu
reaucracy. They avoid, in  par
ticu la r any m ention of the re 
spons ib ility  o f the labor bureau
cracy fo r the subservience of 
the unions to the po litica l ma
chines o f the cap ita lis t class. 
Thus, w h ile  they period ica lly  
deplore the po litica l weakness 
of the Am erican labor move
ment, ’the CP and SP leaders 
w il l  not and cannot exp la in  the 
p rim a ry  cause to r th is  w eak
ness. ,

A t  the same tim e  th is  m em 
o ry  b lackout about th a  charac
te r and role o f the labor bureau
cracy conveniently conceals the 
fact tha t the CP and the SP, in  
the c ritica l period of the th ir 
ties, betrayed the princ ip les of 
socialist class-struggle politics, 
formed a partnersh ip  w ith  the 
bureaucracy and ac tive ly  as
sisted i t  in fo is ting  the po licy 
of supporting ca'pilalist pSicies. 
and po litic ians on the labor 
movement, a po licy  tha t has 
been’ the b lig h t o f the labor 
movement to th is 'day .

The curren t policies of the 
CP and the SP-SDF on support 
of “ labor endorsed”  cap ita lis t 
pq litic ians and w o rk in g  in the 
tw o-pa rty  system have th e ir 
o rig in  in  the th irties . I f  we w ant 
•to trace the position of these 
parties to th e ir source i t  is nec

essary to probe back and d is
close w ha t happened to the CP 
and the SP du ring  tha t period.

CIO A N D  LA BO R  PAR TY

W ith  the b irth  of the CIO the 
main body o f Am erican indus
tr ia l w orkers entered thev arena 
o f organized class struggle. This 
en try  was m arked by deep ra 
d ica l moods alongside of un
precedented m ilita n cy  in s trike  
struggles. The Am erican w o rk 
ers had passed through a te r
r ib le  depression and th e ir  fa ith  
in  the cap ita lis t system was 
shaken i f  not shattered.

In  the struggle to organize, 
the w orkers were in  the best 
position to ra p id ly  absorb p o li
tica l lessons, to see the cap ita l
ist state, its police, courts, and 
p o lit ic a l parties fo r  w ha t they 
are. The tim e  was ripe fo r  the 
fo rm ation  of a m igh ty  p o litica l 
pa rty  o f labor w h ich  w ould 
have attracted to its banner a ll 
the w o rk in g  people of the 
country. The big question was 
one of leadership.

The old labor bureaucracy 
had been sp lit, the section tha t 
took the helm in the CIO was 
having a tough tim e  r id in g  out 
the storm  o f tu rbu len t m i l i t 
ancy and radicalism . L e ft to 
,the ir own dev.ces i t  w ould 
have been next to impossible 
fo r the bureaucracy to have 
chained the movem ent to the 
Democratic P a rty  and the 
Roosevelt regime. W hat they 
desperately needed was a safe 
le ft  flank and the active assist
ance o f a “ rad ica l”  w ing.

It 'w a s  exactly  at th is  critica l 
moment tha t the Socialist P arty  
and the Com m unist P arty , each 
in its own way, capitu lated

Ceylonese Govt. Strikes 
At Political Opposition

wholesale to the labor bureau
cracy. Instead o f organizing the 
radical w orkers io r  struggle 
against the bureaucracy and its 
ciass-collaboiation policies; in 
stead of raising the banner of 
a labor pa rty  and independence 
from  the cap ita lis t parties and 
governm ent, the CP and SP o f
fered the bureaucracy complete 
support. The whole radical 
movement was dragged into the 
mire of capitalist politics and 
ihe precious moment of oppor
tunity tor the formation of a 
labor parly was missed.

I t  was du ring  th is  period tha t 
the SP and the CP abandoned 
and betrayed the socialist p r in 
cip le of independent electoral 
struggle against capita lism .

FOSTER'S VERSION

In  Foster’s P o litica l A ffa irs  
a rtic le  we see a strange version 
of bow th is  happened. He says 
that u n til the th ir tie s  the so
c ia lis t movem ent had never 
considered w o rk in g  in  the tw o- 
pa rty  system. This is not ex 
actly  true. For many decades 
and in innum erable instances 
sectioits o f the socialist move
ment had tried , w ith o u t any 
success w hatever, to capture 
•he Dem ocratic P a rty  or the 
Republican P arty  th rough the 
tem pting device of p rim ary  
contests.

In  each case the result was 
inva riab ly  catastrophic; i f  can
didates who started as social
ists succeeded in gain ing the 
nom ination o f a cap ita lis t pa rty  
they q u ick ly  turned in to  cap it
a lis t po litic ians and not social
ists. O r else the efforts to  w in  
prim aries fa iled  and s im ply 
fr itte re d  away the resources 
and morale o f the socialist 
movement, ending in dem ora li
zation. In  any case the best sec
tions o f the socialist movement, 
like  the movem ent led by Debs, 
became u tte r ly  convinced of the 
fa llacy o f such opportun is t ad
ventures.

The po licy o f the Debs pe
rio d  is described by Foster in 
These terms:

“ The L e ft parties generally 
fo llow ed the po licy  of a ttem pt
ing to bu ild  independent mass 
parties (they o rig in a lly  got th is 
idea from  the German Socialist^ 
Party  over tw o  decades before), 
instead o f w o rk ing  w ith  the 
masses . . . The resu lt was a 
serious sp lit in  the ranks o f {he 
w ork ing  class, w ith  almost 
en tire  L e ft on the sectarian end 
of the sp lit.”

So much fo r tha t “ sectarian”  
Debs!

Then, according to Foster’s 
version o f h is to ry , along cams 
'.he o rig ina l, independent, bold 
innovators o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  leadership and put a stop 
to th is  50 years o f sectarian 
nonsense:

“ The C om m unist P a rty ,”  he 
says, “ w ith  its M a rx is t-L e n in is t 
sp ir it and policy, was the firs t 
o f the several L e ft parties (ex
cept fo r  the scraggly po licy  of 
the Socialist P a rty ) to begin to. 
make a break w ith  th is  long- 
p reva lent po licy  o f having no 
tru ck  w hatever w ith  the tw o- 
pa rty  system, regardless of the 
iso la tion ist consequences of 
th e ir a ttitude . In  the la tte r 
1930’s, when the CIO began to 
develop, the Communists, who 
were in  w o rk in g  alliance w ith  
the progressive or m idd le  group 
[a section o f the labor bureau
cracy— M .W .] in  the C IO unions, 
began to partic ipa te  in PAC and 
in the m an ifo ld  w orking-class 
form ations inside the Demo
cratic  P arty , supporting certain 
candidates, advancing policies, 
etc.”

This version of the "old” so
cialist policy and the "new"
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po licy  of the CP in  the th irtie s  
is false and m isleading, by w ha t 
i t  says, by w ha t i t  leaves out 
and by its am biguities.

ROLE OF S T A L IN

The r ig h t tu rn  o f the Com
m unist P arty  in the th irtie s  was 
not an innovation o f the A m e r
ican CP; it  was pa rt o f a w o rld 
w ide  sw itch in po licy imposed 
on every C om m unist P a rty  by 
the C om intern w hich was firm 
ly  in  the g rip  of the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy o f the S o v i e t  
Union. Foster’s version o f CP 
h is to ry  leaves out of account 
the role played by th is  p e rfid i
ous influence; how  S ta lin ism  
sapped the revo lu tiona ry  v ita l
i ty  of the CP’s; how i t  trans
form ed the leadership of these 
parties fro m  independent-m ind
ed revo lu tion is ts  in to  spineless 
functionaries, capable on ly of 
transm itting  commands; how  
th is in tu rn  la id  open the CP 
to the ravages of opportun is t 
pressure.

From  1928 to 1935, rough ly, 
the Am erican CP fo llow ed  a 
po licy  of insane u ltra - le ft ad
venturism  at the d ictate o f the 
S talin ized C om intern. The same 
policy was applied in  G erm any 
w ith  trag ic  consequences: the 
theory of “ social fascism;”  the  
po licy o f “ united fro n t from  
be low ;”  the w ith d ra w a l o f the 
Com m unist w orkers from  the 
re fo rm is t-con tro lled  unions, the 
fo rm ation  of “ red trade unions.”  
A nd H it le r ’s v ic to ry .

An u ltra - le ft course m igh t 
appear to be a tra in in g  school 
fo r resistance to opportunism . 
This is not the case. On the 
contrary, u ltra - le ftism  m ere ly 
inverts  the form ulas of oppor
tun ism  and serves as a school 
fo r opportunism . This was d ra 
m a tica lly  shown when the Com
in te rn  smashed every semblance 
o f independence among the 
Com m unist Parties, the A m e ri
can CP included.

B y the Seventh W orld  Con
gress o f the  C om intern in  1935 
the Am erican CP was so com
p le te ly  subservient to  the S ta l
in is t machine tha t i t  sw itched 
w ith o u t a m u rm u r fro m  the 
u ltra - le ft “ social fascist”  po licy  
to the opportun is t “ peoples 
fro n t”  policy.

O vern igh t R o o s e v e l t  was 
changed from  a “ fascist”  in to  
a “ peoples’ leader.”  F rom  “ rev- 
o!,i ‘ ion~ ry”  dual unionism , the 
CP jum ped to a ll-o u t p o lit ica l 
co llaboration w ith  the labor bu
reaucracy as p a rt o f the New 
Deal “ peoples’ fro n t.”  In  1936 
the CP ran B row der fo r  presi
dent; not as an independent 
Com m unist opponent o f cap ita l
is t po litics, bu t as a s ta lk ing - 
horse fo r  Roosevelt unde r the 
slogan o f “ defeat A l f  Landon at 
a ll costs.”

Before tak ing  Foster’s advice 
today th a t the “ progressives”  
p lunge even deeper in to  the 
tw o -pa rty  system, rad ica l w o rk 
ers w ou ld  do w e ll to look clos
er at the h is to ry  and conse
quences o f CP policy. O n ly by 
understanding th<S, m istakes of 
the past can we prepare the 
re b irth  of a pow erfu l revo lu 
tiona ry  com m unist movem ent 
in  the U.S. th a t w il l,  fuse its 
M arx is t program  w ith  the 
struggles of the new generation 
o f le ft-w in g  m ilitan ts  th a t is 
bound to emerge from  the in 
dustria l p ro le ta ria t of our coun
try .
______ i__________________

A d v e r t is e m e n t

By Leon Trotsky
"G erm any, the Key to  the 

In te rna tiona l S itua tion ." In
th is  40-page pam phlet, w r i t 
ten in  1931, T ro tsky  fo re 
casts the effect upon the 
working-class struggle i f  H it 
le r should take power. 35 
cents.

"The T u rn  in  the Com
m unist In te rna tiona l and the 
German S itua tion ." W ritte n  
in  1930. T ro tsky urges u n ity  
between the Communists and 
the Social Democrats to pre
ven t the v ic to ry  of H it le r. 
20 cents.

Both o f these pamphlets, 
long collectors’ items, have 
ju s t been reprin ted  in  Cey
lon. Send 50 cents fo r  the 
two.
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Politics and History as Foster Grinds Them“ More of Kansas than the Kremlin”  I
By D. W. Brogan

Seek Change 
ln Law to 
Help Sebell

Eleven T ro tsky is t members of P arliam ent and one 
independent m em ber o f the Opposition were ejected
bod ily  from  the Ceylon House of Representatives Feb. 12
Tw o hundred club - sw ing ing*----------------------------------------------------
cops cleared the protesting pub- vast “ emergency”  powers dur- 
lic  gallery. The fo rc ib le  ejection ing comm unal disorders tha t 
came a fte r the 12 M P ’s defied a erupted as a resu lt o f govern- 
ru lin g  by the House Speaker m ent moves to establish an of- 
to cut o ff debate on a govern- fic ia l language po licy  d iscrim i- 
ment b i l l  to amend, the pub lic  na tory to the Tam il m ino rity , 
security law . The m otion to cut The governm ent is reported as 
o ff the debate was made per- refusing to w ith d ra w  the special 
sonally by P rim e M in is te r Ban- police powers, 
daranaike w h ile  a speaker was According to the press ser- 
on • the floor and others were vices, the LSSP has warned 
w a iting  to be heard. against the danger of a police

„  . . , . , t coup and served notice tha t any
The firs t to be earned out move to d ictatorshi w if,

was Dr. N. M. Perera of the . . 0
T ro tsky is t Lanka Samasamaja Mogt the la g unions on the

S. yA * 6 iS x> V  f  isla" d suPP°rt the LSSP-the Opposition m  P arliam ent. Last N^ ember the M in is te r 
The T ro tsky is t M P s constitute f  A g ricu ltu re  to ld  P arliam ent

the largest single bloc m  he f  a S lice lo t to assasinate
Opposition. Press reports in  the membeFrs of t ^ e governm ent and 
U nited States do not indicate D p  as the prei ude to a 
the nature of the security law  n i c0 A  governm ent
amendment which the Opposi- in ve s ti' ation ^com m ission was 

sought to defeat. established and the deputy in -
The governm ent crackdown spector general o f police took 

on its socialist opponents coin- an indefin ite  leave. On Feb. 11 
cides w ith  reports tha t the he was reported reinstated and 
Ceylonese police, along w ith  a governm ent spokesman said 
arm y heads, are p lo ttin g  to no evidence o f a p lo t had been 
se iie  contro l of the  govern- found. The next day free debate 
ment. Last year the police won was th ro ttle d  in Parliam ent.

A recommendation was plac
ed before ihe Senate Subcom
mittee on American Republics 
Affairs Feb. 13 for legislation lo 
reverse a Supreme Court ruling 
of 1886 which has been inter - 1  

preted to mean that a person 
can be pul on trial even though 
kidnapped from another coun
try.

The mem orandum was filed 
by D anie l G. M arshall, Los A n 
geles attorney, in  beha lf o f the 
N ationa l Committee to  Secure 
Justice fo r M orton  Sobell. So- 
be ll is seeking to prove his in 
nocence of conspiracy to com
m it ' espionage, a charge on 
w h ich  he is now serving th e , 
n in th  year o f a 30-year sent
ence.

M orton Sobell took court a c - : 
tion  asking fo r a new tr ia l. He 
cited as one o f his grounds 
proof tha t he was kidnapped 
from  Mexico by the FB I. i

B y  M u r r y  W e iss
In  his article on "tyork in 

the Two-Party System," (Poli
tical Affairs, January 1939), 
W illiam  Z. Foster said:

“ O f the approxim ate ly  45 m il
lion  votes polled by the tw o 
old parties [in  (he 1958 elec
tions], p robably in the neigh
borhood o f 20 m illio n  or more 
were cast by workers, w ith  an
other ten m illio n  or more cast 
by farm ers, Negroes, and other 
Labor P a rty  elements— w ith  the 
usual huge m a jo rity  going to 
the Democrats. On the other 
hand, of the five independent, 
L e ft-w in g  parties (Communist. 
Socialist-Labor,- T ro tsky ite , and 
Independent - Socialist), hard ly  
one hundred thousand votes 
were cast, combined, a ll over 
the U n ited  States, w h ich  ob
v iously is not the to ta l Socialist 
strength in ' th is  country.”

According to Foster, the smal 
socialist vote in  1958 “ indicates 
tha t the main electoral mass 
w ork  ■ of the progressives, as 
th ings now stand, lies w ith in  
the scope o f these tw o  mass 
parties, w hich contro l the elec
tion  vote of the great to ilin g  
masses.”

We cannot discuss in common 
terms with Foster the signific
ance of the socialist vole in 
1950; we don't have the same 
standard of measurement. As 
small as the socialist vole was, 
it was still too big for Foster's 
taste. I f  he had his way there 
would have been no socialist 
vote at all.

Foster rem arks tha t one hun 
dred thousand votes “ obviously 
is not the to ta l Socialist strength 
in th is  country.”  Quite true. 
B u t where d id the m issing so
c ia lis t votes go? O bviously part 
showed tip  in  the Democratic 
colum n because m isguided ra
dicals, lo llo w in g  the advice of 
the CP and SP-SDF leaders, 
pu lled the leve r fo r  co ld-w ar 
w itch -hun te rs  lik e  H arrim an. 
They were to ld  tha t th is  was a 
clever scheme to p u t pressure 
on these cap ita lis t po litic ians by 
voting fo r them.

I t  takes a lo t o f gall fo r  a 
leader of the Communist Bai ty 
to comment, in  the tone o f an 
objective analyst,' about the 
smallness of the socialist vote 
when the CP has done every
th ing  in its  pow er to cut tha t 
vote to a m in im um . The real 
aciuevcm enl ol' t iu  socialist 
movement in  1958 was tha t i t  
refused to succumb to the pres
sure and sabotage o f the CP 
and SP-SDF and did wage 
campaigns in  a num ber of 
states. This means th a t despite 
the CP and SP-SDF the move
ment based on the p rinc ip le  of 
ciass-struggle socialism lives 
and fights and prepares"'for the 
fu tu re .

NOT IN N A T E

The s m a l l n e s s ,  re la tive ly  
speaking, o f the socialist vote 
in  1958, is bu t another expres- 

I sion of the p o lit ica l backward- 
I ness of the Am erican labor 
movement. B u t th is  backw ard
ness is not the product of some 
innate characteristic of the 
Am erican w o rk in g  class, as Fos
te r w ould  make i t  appear. Time 
and again the Am erican w o rk - 

' ers have demonstrated a p ro 
found desire to create a me
d ium  of po litica l expression fo r 
th e ir own class interests. The 
respons ib ility  fo r  the po litica l 
helplessness o f the unions in 
the U nited States in the face 
of a cap ita lis t an ti-labo r offen
sive rests squarely o'n the labor 
bureaucracy and on those “ so-
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The Powell-Schuman Case
We agree one hundred per cent w ith  

the N ationa l G uard ian w h ich  said in  its 
“ Report to Readers”  Feb. 9: “ A  strong 
fig h t now  can prevent the  Powell-Schu
man Case fro m  becoming a new Rosen- 
berg-Sobell Case.”

C e rta in ly  i t  w ou ld  be fo lly  to take a 
hopefu l, they - can’t  - possibly-go-through- 
w ith - it  a ttitude  towards the sudden and 
ominous tu rn  in  the governm ent’s charge 
against the Powells and Schuman from  
“ sed ition”  to “ treason.”  The sedition 
charge carried the m axim um  penalty  of 
20-years im prisonm ent; the treason charge 
can mean death.

In  1956 John W. Powell, his w ife  
S y lv ia  and a fo rm er associate editor, 
Ju lia n  Schuman, a ll U.S.-born citizens, 
were ind icted on a “ sed ition ’.’ charge fo r 
w ha t they had w r it te n  in  China M o n th ly  
Review  published in  Shanghai du ring  the 
Korean War.

The Powells and Schuman were b it 
te r ly  opposed to U.S. po licy  in  the  Korean 
w a r and published the facts as they  saw 
them  about U.S. conduct of the war. Since 
1956 the three have been hounded and 
persecuted as the governm ent prepared its  
case against them. F in a lly , a fte r three 
years, they were placed on t r ia l Jan. 26 
in  San Francisco.

Im m ed ia te ly  i t  became evident tha t 
the  governm ent’s sedition charge d id n ’t  
have a legal leg to stand on—afte r three 
years o f preparation! B u t Federal Judge 
Louis E. Goodman, in  a strange colloquy

Jan. 29 w ith  governm ent prosecutor Rob
e rt Schnacke said tha t “ the evidence so 
fa r  presented in  th is  case w ould  be prim a 
facie . . . su ffic ien t to  sustain a ve rd ic t of 
g u ilty  under the treason statute.”

The sensational exp lo ita tion  o f the 
judge ’s rem ark on “ treason”  by the news
papers led to the  g ran ting  o f a m is tr ia l 
on Jan. 31. Prosecutor Schnacke q u ick ly  
agreed to  the ru lin g . Then w ith in  an hour 
he subm itted a treason charge against the 
Powells and Schuman and demanded tha t 
the  three be held w ith o u t ba il. I t  is Ex
pected now th a t the governm ent w i l l  get 
a treason ind ic tm en t fro m  a grand ju ry  
by Feb. 26. A  fu r th e r  hearing before the 
court has been scheduled fo r  M arch 2.

We th in k  the facts in  th is  case ca ll 
fo r  a general a ll-ou t a larm  of the en tire  
c iv il- lib e rtie s  movem ent and the a le rting  
of every opponent o f the co ld-w ar w itc h 
hunt, M cC arthy ite  lynchings, fram e-ups 
and though t-con tro l tria ls .

The Powell-Schum an Defense Com
m ittee, P.O. Box 1808, San Francisco, has 
appealed fo r le tte rs  to A tty . Gen. W illia m  
Rogers, Justice Dept., W ashington, D.C., 
u rg ing  h im  to order the prosecution ended 
and a ll charges dismissed.

The Friends of the Powells and Ju lian  
Schuman, P.O. Box 202, Cooper Station, 
New Y o rk  3, N.Y., have made a m oving 
appeal fo r desperately needed funds to 
fig h t the case.

We urge a ll our readers to take im 
m ediate action on these appeals and urge 
a ll th e ir  friends to do likew ise.

Compensation for the Duration
We th in k  th a t the organized labor 

m ovem ent ought to th ro w  its fu l l  w e igh t 
in to  the fig h t fo r  jobless benefits covering 
the fu l l  dura tion  of unem ploym ent. There 
are at least 1,500,000 unemployed who 
have exhausted a ll compensation benefits 
and who, according to U A W  president 
W a lte r Reuther, have become so “ discour
aged”  over the  prospect o f find ing  w o rk  
th a t they have s im p ly  stopped looking. To 
the c rue lly  complacent Dem ocratic and 
Republican office holders, these men and 
women have “ disappeared”  from  the job 
less lists. They don’t even count as cold 
statistics.

A t least another 320,000 w i l l  be le ft 
to ta lly  stranded A p r i l  1 when the federal 
governm ent ends its  tem porary  extension 
of state unem ploym ent compensation. On 
Feb. 18, before tak ing  off fo r M exico ’s 
beau tifu l Acapulco beach, E isenhower said 
th a t he saw no need fo r con tinu ing  such

aid “ when we are in  a curve o f r is ing  
p rosperity .”

F rom  the cap ita lis t v iew po in t Eisen
hower is dead r ig h t about “ p rosperity .”  
P rofits are de fin ite ly  on the up curve— 
and the cap ita lis t adding up his dividends 
is too occupied to feel m uch concern over 
s ix  m illio n  w orkers w a lk in g  the streets.

Rank and file  unionists, who know  they 
m ay be next to be la id  off, should press 
fo r action. B ig  business m ust be compelled 
to extend at least the same concern fo r 
the upkeep of id le  w orkers tha t i t  does fo r 
id le  machines. W hen the machines shut 
down they don’t  “ disappear.”  They receive 
basic maintenance. Deductions are a llow 
able on tax form s fo r th e ir depreciation. 
They are kept clean, oiled and protected 
from  the weather.

L e t’s give the jobless at least as good 
a break as machines by  w in n in g  adequate 
compensation fo r the du ra tion  o f unem
ploym ent.

Jobless "Marth on Washington"  

Debated by AFL-CIO Officialdom
(C o n tin u e d  f r o m  Page 1)

shortened at the  d iscretion o f 
Congress.

[O ther aspects o f the  p ro 
posed program  w il l  be analyzed 
in  next week's issue o f the 
M ilita n t.]

The urgency fe lt  by  jobless 
unionists th roughou t the coun
try  fo r effective action is under
scored b y  the  re p o rt below 
fro m  D e tro it where the unem 
p loym ent problem  has reached 
crucia l proportions. I t  is th is  
fee ling tha t has managed to 
make unem ploym ent and w ha t 
to  do about i t  a topic fo r  consid
eration among the h igh-paid, 
w e ll-fed , top union bureaucrats 
whose ow n jobs are on ly  too 
o ften  guaranteed fo r  life .

W hat to Do About the Krupps
The House o f K ru p p  — the German 

“ cannon k in g ” — is now 148 years old and 
m ore pow erfu l than  ever. Last year the  
gross was more than  a b illio n  dollars, the 
biggest since H itle r. Sole owner A lfre d  
K ru p p  netted at least $80 m illio n .

In  1917, Am ericans sent to fight^ and 
die to “ save the w o rld  fo r  democracy,”  
were to ld  th a t success w ou ld  end the ev il 
power o f K ru p p , whose m u n itio n  p lants 
armed the Kaiser. Am erica  won. B u t 
somehow the K rupps d id n ’t  lose. They 
even prospered. They helped H it le r  to w in  
power and armed his Nazi legions.

Came W orld  W ar I I  and again A m e ri
cans were sent to die to “ save the w o rld  
fQr democracy”  and end the ev il power of 
K rupp . Am erica  won. I t  looked lik e  the 
K rupps were finished. A lfre d  K ru p p  was 
convicted as a w a r c r im in a l fo r use of 
slave labor. He was sentenced to 12 years 
in  prison.

Three years la te r A m erican a u th o rit

ies tu rned the b illio n a ire  loose. They to ld  
h im  th a t he had to dispose of his indus
t r ia l empire.

As the sale deadline approached, 
K ru p p  said he was sorry; he couldn’t  find  
a customer. So the A llie d  authorities 
ob lig ing ly  le t h im  buy a b ig  steel fab rica t
ing  p lan t and gave h im  “ another year”  to 
sell out.

A  correspondent d raw ing  the h is to ric  
lesson of a ll th is  concluded th a t there had 
been an “ e ffo rt to pressure M r. K ru p p ”  
b u t tha t i t  was “ unsuccessful.”

Some commentators ask w ha t can be 
done? Is the a lte rna tive  to raze the K ru p p  
in d u s tr ia l complex and p lan t grass there 
instead? We th in k  not. Taken out o f cap
ita lis t hands, these vast p lants could con
tr ib u te  m ig h tily  to b u ild ing  a socialist 
Germ any tha t w ou ld  help guarantee a 
w o rld  o f enduring peace. The proper step 
is to nationalize the House of K ru p p  and 
tu rn  its  holdings over to w orke rs ’ con tro l 
and management.

That Plane
A  sim ple fact emerges from  the cu r

ren t propaganda barrage around the 
U n ited  States m ilita ry  plane w h ich  crash
ed or was shot down over Soviet A rm en ia  
last Sept. 2. U.S. forces have been fly ing  
planes in to  Soviet te rr ito ry  ever since the 
end o f W orld  W ar I I .  They do th is  in  
order to gain in fo rm a tion  about Soviet 
defenses and to test the alertness of the 
Soviet armed forces. U sua lly  these planes 
escape; bu t occasionally one crashes or 
is shot down.

The practice o f v io la tin g  Soviet bor
ders in  th is  fashion has not been confined 
to the U.S. In  G reat B r ita in  a young man 
was recently  ja ile d  fo r  d ivu lg in g  secret 
m ilita ry  in fo rm a tion  a fte r he published a 
firs t-hand account of how  B rit is h  forces 
engaged in  th e ir  own version of “ Russian 
rou le tte ”  by  sorties to test Soviet defense 
reactions.

W hen planes are lost behind Soviet 
borders as a resu lt o f th is  dangerous game, 
the re la tives of the men invo lved  have to 
be notified. W ith  the cat out of the bag, 
propagandists t r y  to cover th e ir  tracks 
and also convert the loss in to  a cokLw ar 
advantage by  claims tha t the planes were 
e ithe r “ lu re d ”  behind Soviet te r r ito ry  or 
wandered there by  “ e rro r.”

The release o f a purported tape-re
cording o f Soviet p ilo ts  shooting down the 
Am erican plane is a case in  point. Even 
i f  the tape is genuine, w h y  was i t  kept 
secret fo r five m onths i f  U.S. propaganda 
hands are as clean as they c la im  to be?

I f  Am erican planes v io la te  the bor
ders o f other countries as p a rt of the 
preparations fo r w a r they r isk  being shot 
down. The w ay to avoid such risks i? as 
sim ple as i t  is obvious. Stop fly in g  A m e ri
can m ilita ry  planes across Soviet borders!

D ETR O IT, Feb. 14 —  I t  took 
a long tim e, b u t W a lte r Reu
the r and the U A W  in te rna tiona l 
executive board have fin a lly  
decided unem ploym ent is „  so 
serious th a t they are going to 
do something about it .  Jobless 
auto w orkers w il l  say, " I t 's  
about tim e ."

W ith  m uch fanfare, a fte r a 
meeting o f the U A W  board in  
D e tro it Feb. 2-5, R euther an
nounced th a t i t  had adopted 
a program  “ to get Am erica 
back to w o rk ”  and set up an 
“ officers’ task force”  to carry 
i t  out. I t  consists o f h im self, 
secretary-treasurer E m il Mazey 
and vice-president L e o n a r d  
Woodcock. T hey are authorized 
to create “ m ach inery”  to deal 
w ith  the jobless problem.

The U A W  program , Reuther 
said, takes “ a constructive ap
proach”  to the shorter w o rk  
week, and “ w i l l  include a call 
upon Congress fo r  leg is la tion 
p rov id ing  a s h o r t e r  w ork  
week.”  E laborating on th is  in 
a speech Feb. 6, he said he 
wants Congress to study how 
and w hen the  40-hour week 
can be cut.

“ You can’t  count the num ber 
of w o rk  hours by b lin d  guess
w o rk ,”  he cautioned. “ This de
mands a lo t o f s tudy tied  up 
w ith  the production requ ire 
ments o f the na tion .”

Th is is Reuther's answer to 
g row ing  demands th a t the U AW  
figh t fo r the 30-hour week. Last 
m onth Reuther was embarrass
ed and angered by  Sen. P a trick  
McNamara's p ub lic  offer to  in 
troduce a 30-hour b i l l  in  Con
gress i f  the U A W  leaders w ould 
endorse it.

Two weeks a fte r m aking  the 
offer, McNamara dropped it, 
saying he had concluded, a fte r 
discussion w ith  “ leaders o f o r
ganized labor and o ther in te r
ested parties,”  th a t i t  d idn ’t 
have “ su ffic ien t endorsement.”  
Instead, he in troduced a 35- 
hour b ill.

The U A W  board d id  no t en
dorse M cNam ara’s 35-hour b i l l  
(a lthough A F L -C IO  conven
tions have endorsed the 35- 
hour week). I t  is reported th a t 
Reuther denounced McNamara 
at the board m eeting fo r having 
made the offer o f a 30-hour 
b i l l  w ith o u t firs t consulting 
h im .

H E A R  C O M M ITTEE

, A  p a rtia l report about the 
U A W  board’s discussion ap
pears in  the  February U A W  
Tradesman, paper o f the G reat
er D e tro it S k illed  Trades Coun
cil. A n  a rtic le  by  Joe Shaner, 
chairm an o f the  U A W  Produc
tion  and S k ille d  W orkers U n
employed Committee, reports 
th a t the U A W  board perm itted  
a delegation fro m  tha t com
m ittee  to appear before i t :

“ He (Reuther) said as an in 
d iv id u a l he was fo r  30 hours 
b u t there were m any considera
tions to take in to  account. A ll  
o f ou r speakers . . . stressed 
the 30-hour week, a ban on 
overtim e and extended unem

ployed benefits. We had m arch
ed in to  the board room  w earing  
30-hour buttons.

“ Reuther expla ined th a t 1955 
wasn’t  a suitable year to in tro 
duce 30 ' hours because there 
was fu l l  em ploym ent and th a t 
i t  isn ’t  good -now because o f the 
recession. One comm itteeman 
asked when w ould  i t  be a good 
year.”

A lthough  he is noted fo r  ta lk 
ing  c ritics  deaf, dum b and 
b lind , R euther apparently  had 
no answer to th is  question. He 
prefers a congressional “ s tudy”  
to specific 30- o r 35-hour b ills .

A no ther issue dodged by the 
U A W  board was the proposal, 
advanced by  the M ich igan 
A FL-C IO , fo r a state b i l l  to 
extend jobless benefits fo r the 
d u r a t i o n  o f unem ploym ent. 
President Gus S cho lle ' had 
made th is  a top demand and 
some Dem ocratic state leg is la
tors had agreed to sponsor i t  
in  Lansing.

B u t Scholle’s proposal got 
thum bs-down from  Democratic 
Gov. W illiam s and Reuther, 
who both regard it  as in fe rio r 
to th e ir “ more rea lis tic ”  p ro 
gram  —  su p p o rt. o f a b i l l  in 
W ashington to federalize jo b 
less compensation and extend 
its  benefits to 39 weeks.

The U A W  therefore had no th 
ing to say about Scholle’s p ro 
posal. N e ither d id  Reuther, 
standing nex t to  Scholle and 
speaking at a M ich igan A F L - 
CIO leg is la tive  conference in  
Lansing r ig h t a fte r the board 
meeting. Nobody had to spell i t  
out, b u t everybody understood

when Reuther got done ta lk in g  
th a t the Scholle proposal was 
finished. The Dem ocratic legis
la tors p ro m p tly  backtracked on 
th e ir promise, and now there is 
no one in the legislature, Dem
ocrat o r Republican, w illin g  to 
in troduce i t  as a b ill.

O VERTIM E ISSUE

The U A W  “ task force”  p rom 
ised to tackle  the overtim e is
sue— the stubborn insistence o f 
the auto corporations on w o rk 
ing  some employees overtim e 
w h ile  others w a lk  the streets.

Last Novem ber and Decem
ber, th is  was a b ig  issue in  De
tro it. So b ig th a t C hrys le r got 
an in junc tion  against p icke ting  
o f its p lants against overtim e. 
A t th a t tim e  S o lid a rity  House 
refused to even supply a la w 
y e r fo r  the unem ployed w o rk 
ers named in  the  in junc tion .

Now the  corporations, having 
tu rned out a m a jo rity  of th e ir 
1959 models, are beginn ing new 
layoffs. To many, Reuther’s 
present in te rest in  the issue 
seems like  a case of, too l i t t le  
and too late.

Unemployed p r e s s u r e  has 
compelled the Reuther bureau
cracy lo  adm it the need fo r ac
tion  by the U AW . B u t the pres
sure w il l  have to  be continued 
and increased i f  the U AW 's ac
tion  is to  be effective or mean
ing fu l. The "m ach ine ry " that's 
needed above a ll is the organ i
zation o f the unem ployed in to  
an active, figh ting  force, and 
th e ir pa rtic ipa tion  in  the selec
tion  of a program  to meet the ir 
needs, not the needs o f the Reu- 
Iher-M eany coa lition w ith  the 
Dem ocratic P arty .

The American 
W ay of Life

Never Say Die
As everybody knows, Am ericans lik e  to look at the  

cheerfu l side of th ings. No m a tte r how  dark  the cloud 
i t ’s a lways possible, g iven the r ig h t a ttitude , to find  a
s ilve r lin in g . Th is  was illus -4  -
tra ted  to perfection by  H erm an 
K ahn  o f the Physics D iv is ion  
o f the R AN D  C orporation in  an 
a rtic le  “ H ow  M any Can Be 
Saved?”  w h ich  was published 
in the January B u lle tin  o f the 
A tom ic Scientists.

“ The general be lie f persists 
today,”  Kahn  'begins, “ th a t an 
a l l - o u t  therm onuclear w a r 
w ou ld  in e v ita b ly  resu lt in  m u
tua l ann ih ila tion , and th a t n o th 
ing can be done to make i t  
otherwise. Even those w ho do 
not believe in  to ta l ann ih ila tion  
often do be lieve th a t the shock 
effect o f the casualties, the im 
mediate destruction o f w ealth, 
and the long-te rm  deleterious 
effects o f fa llo u t w ou ld  in e v it
ab ly jeopardize the su rv iva l o f 
c iv iliza tio n .”  ,

F o rtuna te ly  the  au thor and a 
num ber o f his colleagues at 
R AN D  decided to make a study 
o f the question and they came 
up w ith  some surp ris ing  and 
encouraging results. “ W h ile  a 
therm onuclear w a r w ou ld  be a 
catastrophe —  in  some ways an 
unprecedented catastrophe —  i t  
w ould s ti l l  be”  —  and here is 
where the cheerfu l a ttitude  
shows its  w o rth  —  “ a lim ite d  
catastrophe.”

F o r example, w ith  the r ig h t 
precautions, “ i f  a w a r should 
occur the m a jo rity  o f ou r popu
la tion  w ou ld  not on ly  surv ive  
the  w a r b u t w ou ld  be able to 
restore some semblance of p re 
w a r society qu ite  ra p id ly .”

The precautions "shou ld  p ro 
tect about h a lf the population 
w ith  h igh confidence, an addi
tiona l one-fourth  w ith  m edium  
confidence, and a fina l one- 
fo u rth  w ith  lo w  confidence."
Thus the en tire  popula tion can 
have confidence in  the fu tu re .

The economy could be restor
ed “ to about h a lf the p rew ar 
levels in  the firs t yea r”  and, in  
fact, on a per capita basis,
“ w ou ld  in  a ll p ro b a b ility  not 
drop below  1930-1940 levels, e x 
cept perhaps in  the firs t post-

As fo r  long-lived  rad ioac tiv 
ity  problems, they could be a l
lev ia ted  “ to the ex ten t tha t, in  
comparison w ith  the d irec t e f
fects o f the w ar, they  w ou ld  
have a re la tive ly  m ino r im pact 
on the economy or personal life  
o f the  popula tion.”

The same w ou ld  be true  o f 
genetic effects, s u b j e c t ,  o f 
course, to  “ uncerta inties.”  “ Even 
though these m ay last fo r  a 
thousand years, the burden on 
any single generation should 
on ly  be a frac tiona l increase 
over the cu rren t norm al burden 
o f congenita l defects.”

One o f the problems the

group ran in to  in  its  studies is 
the  d iff ic u lty  of im ag in ing  such 
a w a r sta rting . Once th is  hu rd le  
is surm ounted, however, " i t  
should no t take a fu r th e r act o f 
im ag ina tion  lo  believe th a t 
such a w a r w ou ld  end."

“ I f  one o r bo th  sides were 
im p rope rly  prepared, such a 
w a r m ig h t end in  a fe w  hours 
by the alm ost to ta l destruction 
o f the m ilita ry  forces o f one 
side by  the  other. I f ,  however, 
both sides had made even m od
erate (bu t rea lis tic) p répa ra^  
tions to fig h t a ‘long ’ w a r— a 
w a r o f a t least a fe w  days d u r
a tion— then appreciable m i l i t 
a ry  forces should be le f t  on 
both sides a fte r the in it ia l on
slaught. A nd  th is  in  tu rn  means 
tha t there are advantages to 
both sides in  ending the w a r b y  
negotia tion.”

Thus the R AN D  experts, im 
ag ina tive ly  look ing  fo r  the good 
side in  a ll th ings, even see the 
poss ib ility  o f negotia ting  w ith  
the enemy— provided the t im 
ing  is righ t.

Most discussions of strategic 
systems, K ahn points out, "a p 
pear ove rly  concerned w ith  
wars tha t last less than  one 
day."

The R A N D  group took a 
more op tim is tic  v iew . “ I f  we 
are seriously interested in  a lle 
v ia tin g  the consequences o f a 
w ar, then we are interested in  
having  m ilita ry  capabilities— 
both offensive and defensive—  
on the second and th ird  days o f 
the w ar. In  fact, sensible m i l i t 
a ry  p lann ing  w ou ld  p rovide  fo r  
wars lasting  fro m  2-30 days, 
though the firs t day— or even 
hours— of the w a r is s t i l l  l ik e ly  
to  be o f the utm ost s ign ific 
ance.”

C heerfu l as Kahn is about 
w ha t can be done to  m ake 
W orld  W ar I I I  a lim ite d  catas
trophe, his a ttitude  is the exact 
opposite on the possib ilities o f 
avo id ing  w ar. Here he is a ra n k  
pessim ist: “ As much as one 
w ou ld  lik e  to  have i t  otherwise, 
i t  seems im p lausib le  to im agine 
tha t w a r has been abolished b y  
the  inven tion  o f fission and 
fusion weapons. Wars can s ta rt 
not on ly  by deterrence fa ilin g : 
they can s ta rt as a resu lt o f ac
cident, m iscalculation, illog ic , 
irrespons ib ility , o r b e c a u s e  
events get out o f contro l.”

For some reason K ahn  fo rgo t 
to add th a t such précip itan ts o f 
w ar could be e lim ina ted by  the 
s im ple precaution o f stopping 
R A N D  and the  o ther g ian t cor
porations fro m  .ru n n in g  the 
country. B u t he w ou ld  have to 
be a socialist op tim is t to  see 
that. —P au l A bbo tt

Headlines in Other Lands
Independence Drive 
Cains in Chad

The governm ent adm in istra 
tion  of Chad, a French posses
sion in  A frica , was ousted Feb. 
10 by a 30 to 17 vote in  the 
Legis la tive Assembly. L isette, 
the head o f the governm ent, 
had accepted De G aulle ’s offer 
to  make the Chad a repub lic  
“ w ith in  the French com m unity .”

C red it fo r  the ouster was as
cribed to the A frica n  Socialist 
M ovem ent w h ich  has been ad
vocating complete independence 
fro m  France.

Congolese Revolt 
Spreads to Angola

Reports have filte red  through 
the censorship th a t the Congo
lese independence struggle has 
affected ne ighboring Angola, an 
area inhabited by the same 
people as the Congo b u t ru led  
by the Portugese.

As a resu lt o f dem onstrations 
there, w h ite  settlers were re 
ported armed by the Portugese 
colonia l adm in istra tion . A  New 
Y o rk  Times correspondent w rote 
Feb. 15 tha t the Portugese are 
de fin ite ly  in  fo r  troub le  in  A n 
gola b u t th a t in fo rm a tion  is 
d iff ic u lt to  obta in because they 
“ are the least lik e ly  in  a ll 
A frica  to a llow  outside scru tiny  
o f colonial troub le .”

Pasternak Seeks 
Union Reinstatement

Boris Pasternak announced 
Feb. 15 tha t he w ou ld  seek re 
instatem ent in  the Soviet W r it 
ers Union. He was expelled 
fro m  the organization when his 
novel “ Doctor Zh ivago”  won 
the Nobel prize.

He said th a t he intends to 
devote h im se lf p r im a r ily  to 
trans la ting  fo re ign  classics in to  
Russian and hopes to  regain 
mem bership in  the transla tors ’ 
section o f the union.

One o f the  Soviet U n ion ’s

most g ifted  w rite rs , Pasternak 
confined h im se lf d u rin g  S ta l
in ’s tim e  la rge ly  to  transla ting. 
He ventured to w r ite  a novel 
when S ta lin ’s heirs proffered 
the Soviet people a “ thaw ”  in  
the regime.

Rebellion Flares 
In Honduras

Rebellion against Pres. M o r
ales of Honduras broke out Feb. 
7 when un identified  rebel forces, 
inc lud ing  many in  governm ent 
un iform s, seized and he ld  an 
a irfie ld  in  the southern region 
o f the coun try  fo r  three days.

Troops dispatched by plane 
from  the capita l managed to re 
capture the fie ld  from  the guer
r i l la  forces. B u t d y n a m i t e  
blasts, p is to l and m achine-gun 
fire  were s t i l l  heard in  Teguci
galpa, the, capita l, a week la ter.

The unx-est was blamed on 
the example set by the Cuban 
revo lu tion .

Freedom Fight 
Vowed in Kenya

Tom Mboya, leader of the na
tiona l independence movem ent 
in  Kenya pledged Feb. 15 th a t 
the day w ou ld  come when 
“ we’l l  ask you to  b rin g  in  you r 
id e n tity  cards and w e’l l  burn  
them .”

The pledge to end the Nazi- 
lik e  iden tifica tion  system was 
made a t a pub lic  “ dance.”  
P o litica l meetings have been 
banned by the B ritish .

Rhee's Threats Fail 
To Halt Japanese

Foreign M in is te r F u jiyam a 
reaffirm ed Feb. 10 th a t the 
Japanese governm ent intends to 
go ahead w ith  plans to re p a tr i
ate some 100,000 Koreans to 
N orth  Korea despite threats by 
South Korean d ic ta to r Rhee to 
break re lations w ith  Japan and 
to in te rcept ships ca rry ing  the 
repatriates.

H e a v y  unem ploym ent has 
aroused restlessness among the 
600,000 Koreans in  Japan. M any 
w an t to  re tu rn  home where the 
N orth  Korean governm ent has 
prom ised them  jobs.

However, Rhee contends th a t 
the N orth  Korean governm ent 
doesn’t, ex is t and th a t he is 
ru le r o f the en tire  peninsula, 
jobs or no jobs.

British Lose 
Sumatra Estates

F our B r itis h  rub b e r p lan ta 
tions in  N o rth  Sum atra were 
taken over Feb. 4 on order of 
the Indonesian g o v e r n m e n t .  
Three others are scheduled fo r 
nationa lization. D utch holdings 
were taken over December 
1957. This is the  firs t move 
against the B r itis h  im peria lists.

Batista's Downfall 
Alarms Somoza

Louis A . Somoza, president 
o f N icaragua, w ho took pow er 
in  1956 a fte r his notorious d ic
ta to r fa th e r was assassinated, 
has expressed concern over the 
encouragement th a t overth row  
o f B atis ta  in  Cuba has given to 
opposition to  his regime.

As a stop-gap measure he an
nounced tha t fo r  the past tw o  
years he has been try in g  to 
lead his country tow ard  demo
cra tic  processes. '

Better Keep It  Up, 
Chiang Tells Brass

A  U.S. m ilita ry  m ission in  
Ta iw an “ s tudy ing”  the possib il
i ty  o f reducing the size o f d ic
ta to r Chiang K a i-shek ’s arm y 
was to ld  o ff Feb. 11. The Gen
eralissimo said he w ants his 
U.S.-subsidized m ilita ry  ma
chine kep t at its  present level 
of 600,000 troops.

He expla ined to the Pentagon 
delegation th a t his forces should 
no t be lim ite d  to “ m ere ly de
fensive capabilities.”

Auriol Resigns 
From Socialist Party

V incen t A u r io l, fo rm e r P resi
dent o f France, made p ub lic  on 
Feb. 12 his resignation fro m  
the Socia list P a rty  to w h ich  he 
had belonged since 1905. The 
statement, dated Dec. 15, con
demned the “ dessicating oppor
tun ism ”  o f SP leader G uy M o l- 
le t w ho p layed a key ro le  in  
De G au lle ’s rise to power.

There m ay be o ther reasons 
behind A u r i o l ’ s resignation, 
however, since he p layed a key  
role h im se lf in  the  conspiracy 
th a t b rough t the Bonapartis t 
general to power.

Purges Haunt 
Stalin's Heirs

In  the Feb. 19 Reporter, Isaac 
Deutscher, w e ll-in fo rm ed  com
m entator on Soviet affairs, te lls  
about a debate in  the centra l 
com m ittee of the Soviet Com
m unist P a rty  when M o lo tov and 
Kaganovitch repo rted ly  sought 
Khrushchev’s ouster.

According to Deutscher, “ each 
side dragged skeletons fro m  the 
fa m ily  closet. A t  one po in t . . . 
Khrushchev d w e lt on h is ad
versaries’ respons ib ility  fo r  the 
great purges o f the 1930’s— the 
top ic in va ria b ly  recu rring  in  a ll 
secret debates since S ta lin ’s 
death—he pointed a t M o lo tov  
and Kaganovitch  and exc la im 
ed:

“  ‘Y ou r hands are stained 
w ith  the blood o f ou r p a rty  
leaders and o f innum erable  in 
nocent B o lsheviks!’

“  ‘So are you rs !’ M o lo tov and 
Kaganovitch shouted back at 
him .

“  ‘Yes, so are m ine,’ K ru sh 
chev replied. ‘I  adm it th is. B u t 
du ring  the purges I  was m ere ly 
ca rry ing  out you r orders. I  was 
not then a m em ber o f the 
P o litbu ro  and I  bear no respon
s ib ilitie s  fo r  its  decisions. You 
were.’ ”



Letters from Our Readers
The Appeal for Help 
In Thompson Case
E dito r:

I  read in  the W orker of Feb. 
15 a story “ The U rgent Case of 
Bob Thompson”  appealing to 
send le tte rs to the President ahd 
A tto rn e y  General fo r free ing  
Thompson fro m  fu r th e r perse
cution.

I t  goes w ith o u t saying tha t 
th is  appeal should find a fa vo r
able response w ith  a ll social
ists and progressives. U n fo rtu n 
ately, in  the same a rtic le  there 
is a th ro w n -in  rem ark  w hich 
illus tra tes th a t even in  th e ir 
d irest need the editors . o f the 
W orker can’t  get r id  o f th e ir 
o ld  S ta lin is t past o f slanders 
against th e ir  opponents in  the 
working-class movement.

They assert, namely, th a t 
Thompson d u ring  his stay in  
the House o f D etention in  1953 
was slugged by a Yugoslav 
Trotskyite'.

A ll  o f us read at th a t tim e 
the shocking story of the cow
a rd ly  a ttack by a reactionary 
Yugoslav im m ig ra n t (a “ free 
dom figh te r” ) against Thom p
son in  > prison. This is the firs t 
tim e  we hear tha t the c rim ina l 
invo lved  was a “ T ro tsky ite .”  
Has the W orke r some p roof of 
i t  o r is i t  ju s t an o rd ina ry  slan
der from  the “ good o ld tim es”  
before “ de-S ta lin iza tion” ?

A.B.
New Y o rk

Defends Teamsters 
By Opposing Hoffa
E d ito r:

I  can sympathize w ith  Paul 
Dennis, w ho defended H offa in  
a le tte r to the ed ito r in  the Feb. 
9 M ilita n t. D ow n in  Texas— and 
a lo t o f o ther places in  the 
country— you’ve got to defend 
the Teamsters U nion fro m  the 
governm ent snoopers and labor 
baiters and race haters.

B u t w ha t’s good about Hoffa? 
I  don’t  see th a t he’s much bet
te r o r much d iffe ren t than Beck. 
I f  we w an t the  governm ent 
snoopers to keep th e ir  hands 
off Hoffa, i t ’s on ly  so the dues- 
paying tru c k d riv e r can easier 
get his hands on h im .

W hat we need is some hon- 
est-to-god democracy in  the 
unions and the on ly  w ay we’re 
going to  get i t  is to  clean out 
the money grubbers w ho th in k  
the unions were organized to 
help p u t them  on Easy Street. 
N a tu ra lly  the ranks have to  do 
that, not the governm ent snoop
ers.

W ith  stronger unions we 
w on’t  have any troub le  hand
lin g  senators lik e  M cC lellan,

toqgh as th e y  m ay stack up 
alongside today’s breed of 
union bureaucrats.

O. T. Hoad 
New Y ork

Circulation Dept. 
Please Note
E dito r:

I  get tw o  copies of you r in 
te lligen t, progressive p a p e r  
each tim e the m ailm an comes. 
Please send me on ly  one to 
read and thus extend m y tim e. 
I  a lways pass each copy along 
to friends and therefore don’t 
destroy the same. Yours fo r 
success.

A .A .U .
Bellingham , Wash.

Appalling Review  
O f Pasternak Novel
Edito r:

A l l  M arx is ts  w i l l  applaud the 
e d ito ria l in  the M ilita n t o f Nov. 
10, 1958, defending freedom of 
expression fo r the  artis t, in  th is  
case Boris Pasternak. No M a rk - 
ist can be b u t appalled a t the 
lack  o f socialist ins igh t in  the 
rev iew  o f h is book “ Doctor 
Zh ivago”  by D av id  M ille r  in  
the same issue.

The review er, considering 
th a t the theme o f the novel is 
C h r i s t i a n  brotherhood, con
cludes th a t i t  has a “ re vo lu 
tio n a ry  im pact.”  I t  has n o th 
ing  o f the sort, b u t is reaction
ary through and through.

The hero spends hours and 
hours and pages and pages 
searching fo r  h is soul, w h ile  re v 
o lu tion  and counte r-revo lu tion  
rage about h im . In  at least one 
passage, he recognizes his closer 
class k insh ip  w ith  the cu ltu red  
W hite  Guards and his distaste 
fo r w ha t M ille r  calls “ the most 
p r im it iv e ly  barbarous among 
the Bolsheviks.”

Pasternak c lea rly  considers 
the revo lu tion  a te rr ib le  catas
trophe, b ring ing  more pa in  and 
degradation than i t  cleared 
away. The rev iew er takes no 
issue w ith  h im  on th is, in  fact 
recognizes th a t “ the revo lu tion  
succeeded on ly  in  outrag ing his 
sensib ilities,”  th a t th is  is the 
heart o f the drama, and tha t 
“ the re vo lu tio n a ry  im pact o f the 
tragedy is too ev ident”  (fo r 
pub lica tion  in  Russia).

N e ithe r the au thor n o r the 
rev iew er d raw  any d is tinc tion  
between the Bolsheviks and any 
o ther tendencies in  the revo lu 
tion . In  fact, the theme o f the 
novel m ig h t be tte r be expressed 
as the old hoary canard th a t 
Len in ism  is the na tu ra l fa the r 
o f degeneration; i.e., S talin ism .

The o n ly  im pact o f the  book

could be to  encourage re lig ious 
obscurantism and p o lit ica l ab- 
stentionism , and even antipa thy 
to revo lu tion . Can anyone who 
lik e d  T ro tsky ’s “ H is to ry  o f the 
Russian R evo lu tion ”  possibly 
recommend “ Doctor Zh ivago”  
to the youth? They deal w ith  
the same periods o f history., b u t 
are d iam e trica lly  opposite in  
th e ir a ttitudes tow ard  the revo
lu tion .

The p o lit ica l revo lu tion  in  
Russia w i l l  no t w an t nor w il l  i t  
get any help from  the Dr. 
Zhivagos.

I. London 
" Los Angeles

Need the R ight Kind 
O f R ig h t to W ork"
E dito r:

We need a r ig h t- to -w o rk  law  
and th a t’s fo r  sure. This law  
should re a lly  mean w ha t the 
t it le  says instead of being a 
cover fo r  union-busting. A m e r
ica’s w orkers have a r ig h t to 
w o rk  when they need w o i’k.

A  job hun te r today is le ft 
w ith  the fee ling  th a t he is ask
ing fo r  a supreme favor, th a t he 
is on sale d ir t  cheap and there 
are no buyers.

I  stax-ted a week ago, runn ing  
through the gam ut of non
agency ads in  the paper, hoping 
to save the fee. One w o rd  of 
inci'eased unem ploym ent on the 
mox-ning newscast and last 
m onth ’s $70 jobs become $60 
jobs. Every intexwiew fo r  a non
agency job  means s ittin g  w ith  
e ight or ten other people, some
times fo r  three or fo u r hours, 
and leaving  w ith  the day gone 
and vague promises o f calls 
“ when a decision is x-eached.”

The next stop is the agencies. 
The o ffice -w ork  agencies have 
a new g im m ick. They l is t the 
same rou tine  clex’ica l jobs at 
tw o  desks. A t  th e -  “ college”  
desk the job  pays $5 more and 
the fee is tw o  w eek’s salary. 
A t the “ h igh  school”  desk the 
fee is one week. The long w a it 
takes place in  the agencies too. 
They s ta ll on te llin g  you 
w hether they have lis tings fo r  
you o r not, and in  th a t w ay 
they have people on hand jus t 
“ in  case”  som ething comes in.

One week o f th is  and any job  
seeker is h a lf convinced tha t 
he’s a b ig  noth ing, and th a t any 
boss is x’ea lly  doing h im  a fa 
vo r by h ir in g  h im . T ha t’s 
where the employers get the 
m ateria l fo r  th e ir  x-eally low - 
down underpaid jobs— fi ’om the 
arm y o f job  hunters who have 
x-eached the  p o in t in  finances 
and moi'ale where th e y ’l l  grab 
anyth ing.

H .M .
New Y o rk

Notes in the News
GREATEST D IS AP P E A R IN G  A C T — The

fo llo w in g  explanation appeared in  the Feb. 14 
Business Week: “ A bou t 1.2 m illio n  jobs disap- 
peared between December and January; ye t 
the ranks o f the unemployed were swelled by  
on ly  h a lf th a t amount. To understand tha t, you 
have to rem em ber the de fin ition  of unem ploy
m ent—look ing  fo r  w o rk  b u t w ith o u t a job. 
H a lf the people la id  off a fte r Christmas s im p ly  
d idn ’t  go ou t look ing  fo r  other w o rk ; they 
cancelled themselves ou t o f the labor fox'ce. 
This happens every year. V e ry  o ften the num 
ber o f casual w orkers ‘disappearing’ a fte r the
holidays is w e ll above 600,000.”

*  *  *

DUBO IS IN  C H IN A —D r. W illia m  E. B. 
DuBois, famed Negro h istorian, is tx'aveling in  
China despite lack o f authox-ization fro m  the 
State Departm ent. He w ent to  C hina a fte r v is 
it in g  the Soviet U nion. M eanw hile  W aldo F rank  
is seeking to compel the State D epartm ent to 
give h im  a passport so th a t he can accept an 
in v ita tio n  to lecture on Am erican lite ra tu i'e  a t 
the U n ive rs ity  o f Peiping. The cou rt decided 
Feb. 13 to ho ld  up fu r th e r px'oceedings pending 
decision of the C ourt of Appeals in  the case 
o f W illia m  W orthy, J i\, a Baltimox-e news re
porte r whose passport was seized a fte r he w ent
to the fo rb idden country.

*  *  *

C H ILD R EN 'S  COURTS NEED H E LP —A t
a heax'ing of the Senate Subcommittee to  In 
vestigate Juven ile  D elinquency, John WaiTen 
H il l,  Px-esiding Justice of N ew  Yox-k C ity ’s 
Domestic Relations Coux't, pleaded Feb. 13 fo r 
more understanding o f the handicaps facing 
the courts: “ We are authorized to em ploy fo u r
teen psychiatrists, b u t have on ly  ten. Tw elve 
psychologists are authorized, b u t on ly  e igh t 
are on the staff. I n , both cases, we can’t  get 
qua lified people because the pay is too low. O f 
ou r e igh t psych ia tric  social workers, on ly  one 
is le ft  on the p ayro ll . . . We have no place 
fo r  psychotic and seriously retarded ch ildren, 
or fo r  pregnant girls. The state t i ’a in ing schools 
fo r boys are so overcrowded there is a w a it
o f seven m onths befox'e we can com m it a boy.”  

*  *  *

AR M ED  "S ER V IC ES "— Thousands o f en
lis ted  men are used as “ houseboys, maids and 
chauffeur's”  fo r  officers, Congressman F rank  
K ow a lsk i (D-Conn.) chai'ged Feb. 8. He said 
th a t a d iv is ion  o f these men could be x-eleased 
from  such chores fo r  active du ty , perhaps pe r
m itt in g  an end to the d ra ft.

*  *  *

LO M A N  M YSTER Y DEEPENS—The New
Y o rk  State Committee o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  has announced its approval o f the ac
tion  o f the state board in  suspending Charles 
Lom an fro m  a ll state posts. The same an
nouncement also said th a t the Committee had 
decided to l i f t  the ’ suspension. No pub lic  e x 
p lanation was offei-ed fo r  the d isc ip lina ry  ac
tion  in  January or its approval and reversal a 
m onth la te r. The W orker, w eek ly  newspaper' 
o f the C om m unist P arty , said tha t Lom an had 
“ agreed to support the decisions o f the State 
Committee.”  I t  had been rum ored th a t Loman,

a leader o f the Foster faction, had gone on a 
tr ip  abroad w ith o u t pei-mission and th a t funds 
were missing. However, the  State Com inittee 
said th a t the “ suspension o f Comrade Charles 
Lom an . . . has no th ing  whatsoever to do w ith  
finances.”

*  *  *

CAT GET H IS  TONGUE?—Pope John dis
closed Feb. 9 th a t P ius X I  died the  day be
fore  he planned to make a m a jo r address in  
1939 denouncing the Nazis and Fasciscts. V a ti
can circles knew  about the  planned attack, 
said Pope John, bu t believed th a t the te x t of 
the address had been destroyed a fte r the pon
t i f f ’s death. The question now is w ha t px-event- 
ed Pius X I I  fro m  m ention ing his predecessor’s 
in tentions when he was elected?

*  *  »

A IN 'T  IT  THE TRU TH?—The N ationa l Ed
ucation Association offers teachers the fo llo w 
ing  clues fo r  spotting  po ten tia l delinquents: 
Those whose parents don’t  belong to parent- 
teacher gx-oups, women’s clubs or lodges lik e  
the E lks  and Lions. Those w ho have d iff ic u lty  
in  school, miss classes, o r lack x'espect fo r  p r i 
vate property . Those more concex-ned w ith  
“ being”  than “ becoming.”  Those w ho dress 
shax-ply and sport “ offbeat ha ircuts.”  Those 
w ith  tattoed male relatives. Those w ho say 
th ings lik e  “ a in ’t ”  'and “ we don’t  h a rd ly .”  
Pup ils  d isp lay ing  such flaws, the Association 
said, should be placed in  “ a p rim a ry  reference 
group.”

, * * *

FLO R ID A  "P L A C E M E N T " LA W — A  fed
era l d is tr ic t judge upheld Flox-ida’s school 
“ placement”  la w  Feb. 13. The la w  is designed 
to  help x-acist offic ia ls evade school desegrega
tion  by p u tt in g  Negro applicants fo r  trans fe r 
to  a ll-w h ite  schools thx-ough a rigged “ place
m ent”  test and then x-ejecting the  application 
w ith o u t m ention ing race. The fedex’al coui't 
decision was based on U.S. Supreme Coux't 
approval last Novem ber o f a s im ila r A labam a 
law.

*  *  *

DYED  ORANGES— The Senate sent a b ill 
to  the House to p e rm it growers to use C itrus
Red No. 2 fo r  the next tw o years on oranges.
W hile  adxrxittedly poisonous, the coa l-ta r dye 
is held to be less tox ic  than F. D. &  C. Red 
No. 32 w h ich  has been used up to now  by 
F lo rida  and Texas c itrus interests. In  i-eporting 
the b ill,  the Labor and P ub lic  Welfai-e Com
m ittee  said, “ Such co lo ring  is necessax’y  be
cause fu l ly  m ature f r u i t  fx-om those areas in  
m any instances m ay be greenish and non-un i- 
foi*m in  color.”

*  *  *

NEW  YO R K LA B O R  MERGER —  The
long negotiated un ifica tion  o f the New Y o rk  
C ity  councils o f the A F L  and C IO  was an
nounced Feb. 4. Representing a m illio n  un ion
ists, the  mei-ged body w i l l  be know n as the 
New Y o rk  C entra l Labor Council, A FL-C IO . 
A F L  leader H a rry  Van A rsdale was named 
president o f the new body and M orris  Iushe- 
w itz  o f the CIO w i l l  be secretary.

t h e  MILITANT
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Clevelanders 
Pack Hall to 
Hear Williams

C LE V E LA N D , Feb. 16 —  A n 
audience tha t packed the meet
ing ha ll at the A F L -C IO  B u tch 
ers' B u ild in g  here on L incoln 's 
B irthday  listened in te n tly  as 
Robert F. W illiam s, chairm an of 
the Committee to Combat Ra
cia l In justice , to ld  w hy  N o rth 
ern com m unities lik e  Cleveland 
should support the c iv il-r ig h ts  
tigh t in  U nion County, N.C., 
where the Chamber of Com
merce openly boasts, "There are 
no unions in  U n ion  C oun ty !"

“ The Negro stx-uggle against; 
d iscrirh ination and labor’s s trug 
gle to organize and to  m ain ta in  
union conditions go hand-in- 
hand,”  he said.

He pointed out th a t U nion 
C ounty o ffic ia ls have been con
ducting a campaign to attx'act 
ru ri-aw ay shops fx'om the N orth , 
p rov id ing  inducements l ik e  free 
land, no taxes, cheap labor and 
no unions. P lants th a t employ 
Negroes in  the N oxih  have 
moved to the South, where 
they conform  to the d iscrim ina
to ry  pa tte rn  and em ploy Ne- 
gx'Oes only as jan ito rs , i f  a t a ll. 
Thus the N orthern  w orkers are 
le ft unemployed, the Southern 
w h ite  w orkers are exp lo ited at 
substandax'd wages and the Ne
gro workex-s benefit no t at a ll.

A t the same tim e  Negroes a t
tem pting  to w in  th e ir c iv il 
rights, as in  the case o f the tw o 
children, H anover Thompson 
and D avid  Simpson in  Monx-oe, 
the defense o f D r. P e rry  against 
reprisals fo r  his activ ities  as an 
o ffic ia l o f the local chapter of 
the N ational Association fo r  the 
Advancem ent o f Colox'ed Peo
ple, and others —  these people 
are to ld  by local au thorities tha t 
they are doing the com m unity

B rin g in g  “ D em ocracy99 to Congo

Belgian troops drag a Congolese through street du ring  
recent attack on independence demonstrations in  Leopold
v ille . I t  is estimated tha t more than a hundred Negroes 
were k ille d  and several hundred wounded. B u t the  inde
pendence movem ent is g row ing  and extending in to  neigh
boring  areas.

a disservice.
“ We are to ld ,”  he said, “ tha t 

N orthern  industria lis ts  are not 
going to be w illin g  to exchange 
labor conflicts fo r  rac ia l con
flicts, th a t we are h u rtin g  Union 
C ounty’s chances of a ttracting  
indus try  by ra is ing ou r de
mands.”

The appx-eciative audience, 
composed la rge ly  of members of 
h a lf a dozen local unions, gave 
both financia l and m ora l sup
po rt to  the CCRI, w ith  a p rom 
ise o f more to come in  the 
question o f one local labox' 
leader px-esent, who asked:

"M r. W illiam s, can you give 
us a lis t o f the names of some 
of the companies tha t have 
moved to U nion County? W e 'll

take i t  from  there."
In  add ition  to the pub lic  

meeting at the Butchei’s’ B u ild 
ing, M r. W illiam s spoke at the 
U n ita rian  Society o f Cleveland 
Sunday, Feb. 7; in  a taped in 
te rv ie w  th a t evening on the 
W JM O  radio program , “ C a lling  
A l l  Am ei'icans;”  and on the 
L inco ln ’s B irth d a y  program  in 
the popu lar B ud W endell show 
on station K Y W .

Excerpts fro m  his taped press 
in te rv ie w  were included in  the 
W H K  news broadcast Feb. 6 
and D oro thy Fu ldheim , WEWS 
television news comm entator, 
l-epoi'ted the developments in  
the N orth  Cai'olina ch ild i'en ’s 
case fo llo w in g  a discussion w ith  
M r. W illiam s.

Three More Tenements 
Cleaned Out By W agner

Score New 
Witch-Hunt 
Black List

The House U n-Am erican A c t
iv itie s  Committee on Feb. 15 
made pub lic  a "b lack  l is t "  of 39 
lawyers from  various parts of 
the country. The Committee 
c la im ed th a t these attorneys 
were "Com m unists." They charg
ed them  w ith  "m isbehavior be
fore Congressional Committees, 
c ircum vention o f the law , es
pionage, subversion in  G overn
ment and propaganda fo r Com
m unist causes."

Leonard B. Boudin, Genei-al 
Counsel o f the Emergency C iv il 
L ibe rties  Committee, scored the 
action as an a ttem pt “ to d is
courage the protection o f m i
norities and to in te rfe re  w ith  
the independence o f the bar.”

“ This is another example of 
com m ittee m isbehavior w h ich  
deserves the censure o f the o r
ganized bari I t  continues „the 
C om m ittee’s technique o f o ffic 
ia l defam ation in  place o f legis
la tive  investigation. . . .”

“ The law yers ‘iden tified ’ are, 
to  m y  personal knowledge, 
among the  finest members' of 
the legal profession,”  Boudin 
said.

“ The C om m ittee’s conduct has 
been long recognized as a na
tiona l scandal. The v a lid ity  of 
its  actions has been questioned 
by the courts and is even aw a it
ing a c r itica l decision in  the 
Supi’eme Court. . . .  In  any 
event, th is  la test release is 
shameless and . deserves fu l l  
pub lic  condemnation.”

to tra ck  down the land lo i’d. 
Banton L. W ycko ff could pos
s ib ly  p rov ide some intex-esting 
clues. As “ manager”  o f the 
bu ild ings he has been sought fo r  
failux-e to answer sevex’al hun- 
dx-ed vio la tions placed against 
the p rope rty  and 11 wari'ants 
are out fo r  his ai’rest.

A  vacant slum  tenem ent 
brings a h igher sale price be
cause i t  is freed fro m  x’en t con
tro l. In  s im ila r instances the 
New Y o rk  Post points ou t th a t 
“ em ptied bu ild ings, remodeled 
and x-emoved fro m  ren t contro l 
have increased in  value as 
much as $100,000. Using these 
figures, the land lo rd ’s fa ilu re  to 
repa ir h is bu ild ings m ay resu lt 
in a $500,000 px’o fit on th is  one 
slum  block.”

FRENCH STUDENTS
S ix ty  professors and 5,000 

science students at the U n ive r
s ity  of Paris recently  staged a 
w a lkou t in pi-otest against over
crowded conditions. They called 
fo r more classx-ooms, labo ra to r
ies and instructors.

C LE V E LA N D

Rev. Joseph P. K ing , Presi- 
dent o f the W ashington P ark  
Forum  of Chicago and indepen
dent candidate fo r  Congress in  
1958, speaking on “ The Fox-got
ten Man of H is to ry .”  Th is an
nual observance o f Negx’o H is 
to ry  is scheduled fox' 8 p.m., 
Sat., Feb. 28 at the M ilita n t 
Forum , 10609 Sùpexior Ave., 
Room 301.

•
D ETR O IT

Campaign ra lly  and dinner. 
Rousing speeches and a l-elax- 
ing dinner. M eet the socialist

candidates runn ing  in  the 1959 
spx'ing elections.

Sat., Feb. 28, 6 p.m., a t the 
Eugene V. Debs H a ll, 3737 
W oodward. Auspices F r i d a y  
N ig h t Socialist Forum .

•
N EW  YO RK

Debate! “ Socialist E lectora l 
P o licy  —  Tw o V iew s.”  M u rry  
Weiss, staff w r ite r  o f the  .M il i
tant, and D av id  McReynolds, 
1958 cbngressional candidate o f 
the Socialist Pai’ty . F ri., Feb. 27, 
8:30 p.m. M ilita n t Labor Forum , 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place. Refresh
ments to fo llow . C on tribu tion  50 
cents.

Local Directory
B O S T O N

-B o s to n  L a b o r  F o ru m ,  2 9 5  H u n t in g 
to n  A v e .,  R o o m  200 .
E v e ry  S u n d a y  n ig h t ,  r o u n d  ta b le  d is 
c u s s io n , 8  P .M . R o o m  2 0 0 .

C H IC A G O  
S o c ia l is t  W o r k e rs  P a r t y ,  7 7 7  W . 

A d a m s , D E  2 -9 7 3 6 .
C L E V E L A N D  

S o c ia l is t  W o r k e rs  P a r t y  106 0 9  S u 
p e r io r  A v e .,  R o o m  3 0 1 , S W  1 -1 8 1 8 . 
O p e n  F r id a y  n ig h ts  7  to  9 .

D E T R O IT  
E u g e n e  V .  D e bs  H a ll,  3 73 7  W o o d 

w a rd .  T E m p lc  1 -6 1 3 5 .
L O S  A N G E L E S  

F o ru m  H a l l  a n d  M o d e rn  B o o k  S h op , 
170 2  E . 4 th  S t.  A N  9 -4 9 5 3  o r  A N  3 -  
1533 . B o o k  S h o p  o pe n  M o n . 7 -0  P .M .;  
W e d . 8 -1 0  P .M .;  S a t.  1 2 -5  P .M . 

M IL W A U K E E  
1 50  E a s t  J u n e a u  A v e .

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia l is t  W o rk e rs  P a r t v ,  3 2 2  H v » .  

n e p in  A v e .,  2 n d  f lo o r .  O p e n  n o o n  to  
6  P .M . d a i ly  e x c e p t  S u n d a y s .

N E W A R K  
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m ,  B o x  361 , 

N e w a rk ,  N . J .

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  
M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m ,  1 1 6  U n iv e r 

s i t y  P la c e , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

O A K L A N D  -  B E R K E L E Y  
P .O . B o x  341 , B e rk e le y  1, C a li f .

P H IL A D E L P H IA
M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  a n d  S o c ia l is t  

W o r k e rs  P a r ty ,  130 3  W .  G ir a r d  A v e .  
L e c tu r e s  a n d  d is c u s s io n s  e v e ry  S a tu r 
d a y , 8  p .m ., fo llo w e d  b y  o p e n  h o u se . 
C a ll S A  7 -2 1 6 6 .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
T h e  M i l i t a n t ,  11 4 5  P o lk  S t.,  R m . 4 . 

S a t.  11 A .M .  to  3 P .M . P h o n e  P R  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ; i f  n o  a n s w e r , V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E  
1412—  1 8 th  A v e n u e , E A  2 -5 5 5 4 . 

L ib r a r y ,  b o o k s to re .

S T . L O U IS  
F o r  in fo r m a t io n  p h o n e  M O  4 -7 1 9 4 .

Harvester Workers 
Find New Contract 
Difficult to Swallow

C H IC A G O  —  E v e ry o n e  is  b a ck  on  th e  jo b  a t th e  In 
te rn a t io n a l H a rv e s te r  c h a in  b u t  m a n y  w o rk e rs  a re  d is 
s a tis fie d  because a lo t  o f  th e  issues in  th e ir  n in e -w e e k  
s tr ike  are s t i l l  no t settled. O f- —
fic ia l accord between the com
pany and the U n ited  A u to  A *  ■ •  .  f  f
W orkers was reached Jan. 19 
and 32,000 unionists re turned to
w ork. A no the r 5,000 stayed out M m  M iM  \ f
fo r several more days at the M * t f t f t  f  ̂  M U  W
H arvester p lants in  Lou isv ille , *  M t f t t  m * •  M  •
Ky., and Rock Island, 111. ^  m a

The Lou isv ille  w orkers re- \ f t f d C  M  f t  I f
mained out in  support of a m I I A
s trike  by members of the In - NEW  Y ORK Feb 18 A
ternationa l Association of M a- , , W Y O R K ' Feb- 18 —  A
chinists. U nsettled local g riev- pledge. to wage a 4v ig ?rous
ances were at stake in Rock a g a ‘ n s * ^ aY° r
Island. The w orkers at both W agner,s plan *° b ° ost lhe
plants were forced back by the Clty sales tax  *° *°u r per
top officers of the U A W  w ho .cenj  w a* ™ade t *oday by
branded th e ir action a “ w ild -  laadars ?f  D w in c t 65. * etal
cat”  s tr ike  and cu t the ground Wholesale & D epartm ent
under them by rem oving th e ir  S i° ra Um.on' K ^ l ° \  .
s trike  benefits E x ten t o f w o rk - tu The u " lon;  wblc,h !nc!.udes
ers’ d iscontent was indicated bousands °.f  tre?ad plarkf  in
when the back-to -w ork  vote at the c l ly ' p01" * ed oat th a t a.n
Rock Island carried by the s lim  mcreas,e “  ihe  sales la x  15
m argin o f 587 to 571 despite the « IW va len i to  *  wage cut fo r

workers. I t  also said tha t i t  heavy pressure by the union ... , ,, w il l  mean a loss o f re ta il
sales in  the c ity  w ith  a con-

M eanw hile, i t  s s t i l l  an uproar sequent drop in  store em.
at the Chicago T racto r W orks. p ioym ent.
S hortly  a fte r the settlem ent, 85 A  spokesman fo r the union
forge shop w orkers w a lked off said lh a t the c ity  A F L . Cio
the job  again. The forge shop council ai so intends 1o jo in
has been in  the fo re fro n t of the t he tigh t against the tax  in -
grievance battle  fo r a long tim e. crease.
One unjon b u lle tin  described _____
the situa tion  th is  w ay: , . , , . n ,

dent in  charge o f the U A W  
V isualize a man w ith  sweat a g ricu ltu ra l equipm ent d iv is ion, 

from  brow  to toe. handling red- w hen  a WQrkep wants an in . 
hot ingots w eigh ing 135 pounds te rp re ta tion  of the new agree.  
each at the end of a long and m ent he has tQ consuU e ith e f 
some tim e-study punk saying Greathouse or the company rep- 
the man is not w o rk in g  fast resentative . The o ld  po licy  of 
enough. p rov id ing  local union represen-

The men decided i t  was too ta tives w ith  a copy o f the 
much and marched off to  the agreement seems to be gone, 
union ha ll. The settlem ent of U nion o ffic ia ls are m aking  a 
th is  grievance was typ ica l o f b ig hu llaba loo about the fo u r- 
the w ay the en tire  s tr ike  was week vacation clause won fo r 
settled. The same union b u l- men w ith  25 years sen iority , 
le tin  assured th a t the ^ajrpmei;-; W h ile  th is  is ce rta in ly  good fo r 
shop men had won a v ic to ry  —  the 7,000 men affected, i t  was 
th is tim e  the settlem ent was in  gained at the expense of freez- 
w r it ln g  and w h ile  they s t i l l  i ng the present 10% n ig h t-sh ift 
don’t know  “ the exact language”  d iffe ren tia l so tha t i t  does not 
o f the settlem ent, they were g0 up w ith  the wage increase, 
confident i t  represented p ro - Th is means the vacation clause 
gress- w on’t  cost the company a dime.

The question in  the m inds of D issatisfaction w ith  the set- 
m any w orkers is, “ H ow  do we tlem ent also springs fro m  the 
know?”  The entire  chain re- fact tha t the In te rna tiona l un 
tu rned to w o rk  alm ost a m onth ion fa iled  to keep its pledge no t 
ago b u t there has been no con- to sign an agreement u n til the 
trac t available to le t the men thousands o f unresolved g riev- 
know  the exact and fu l l  terms ances were taken care of. 
o f the settlem ent. A no ther serious weakness of

A fte r  the old Farm  E qu ip- the agreement is th a t i t  again 
m ent W orkers (now  in  the perm its contract te rm ina tion  to 
U A W ) lost a 13-week s tr ike  in  fa l l  in  October. This is the 
1952, the company cu t piece- slowest tim e  o f the year fo r 
w o rk  rates and classifications, the company, w h ich  uses the . 
As o f th is  w r it in g  the w orkers period fo r  ta k in g  inven to ry , 
don’t  know  w ha t agreement has N ine weeks o f production  at 
now  beep a rrived  a t in  regard th is  tim e  o f the ye a i is the 
to these cuts and re-classifica- same as one at the spring pro- 
tions. The new contract consists duction peak. The company can 
o f agreements a rrived  at in  usually afford a s tr ike  in  Octo- 
meetings and correspondence ber. For the w orkers, fa ilu re  of 
between the company represen- negotiations in  October means 
ta tive  and Duane “ P at”  G reat- h itt in g  the bricks w ith  freezing 
house, in te rna tiona l vice presi- weather ahead.

B y Beatrice A llen
NEW  YO R K  — Thirty-nine  

more families, including 102 
children, were forced to leave 
their slum apartments without 
previous notice when the «iiy 
ordered electricity and gas cut 
off in the crumbling and un
healed buildings at 108, 114, 
and 128 W.1341h St.

For over tw o  years tenants 
in  these bu ild ings had unsuc
cessfully appealed to the courts, 
the Housing A u th o rity , other 
c ity  departments, had w ritte n  
to M ayor Wagner, b u t lik e  ten 
ants in  other slum  bu ild ings 
the past few  weeks, the only 
qu ick  and successful action they 
got fro m  the Democrats in  C ity  
H a ll was the one fo rc ing  them 
in to  the streets.

In  the latest bu ild ings to  be 
emptied, court records disclose 
th a t on ly  $70 in  fines have been 
paid over a tw o-year period 
despite the fa c t th a t at least 190 
v io la tions are s ti l l  pending.

As the shocked fam ilies re 
turned home and l i t  kerosene 
lamps and candles, W elfare De
partm ent o ffic ia ls hastily  a t
tem pted to find  tem porary 
quarters fo r them.

M any of the tenants returned 
the next day to the cold, d a rk 
ened bu ild ings a fte r r id in g  the 
subways a ll n ig h t to  keep 
w arm , or sleeping on the floor 
o f re la tives’ homes.

C IT Y  FLOPHOUSES

F ive  fam ilies  w h ich  the W el
fare  D epartm ent had “ placed”  
returned saying th a t th e ir  new 
quarters were worse than the 
ones they had le ft.

A  fire  chief assigned to special 
fire  w atch at the  b u ild ing  to ld  
a New Y o rk  Post repbrte r: 
“ These people re turned here 
ra ther than go back to  those 
flophouses they were sent to  
last n igh t.”

A la n  and M a ry  Rock and 
th e ir n ine ch ild ren  fe lt  tha t 
th e ir slum  home was superior 
lo  the hotel to w h ich  they were 
sent by the W elfare Dept.

"They had no heat and no 
covering for the bed," Alan 
Rock said. "There was no place 
for us to cook or eat. The place 
was filled with men drinking 
wine. It  was not a fit place for 
children. There was no latch 
on the door and a man came 
in during the night.

“ We came back home to eat 
and we plan to stay. I  to ld  the 
W elfare Dept, th a t I  w ou ldn ’t 
stay in  such a place.”

The Rock fa m ily  is no t on 
w elfare, and has tr ied  to get 
in to  a housing pro ject. “ They. 
say they ju s t don’t  have apart
ments b ig  enough fo r  us,”  Mrs. 
Rock said. “ R igh t now we don’t  
w an t money from  the W elfare 
people. A l l  we w ant is a place 
to stay.”  ,

Mrs. W illie  K now , the m oth
er o f tw o  sm all ch ild ren  said, 
“ They have found me an apart
ment. One room, com m unity 
k itchen and one bed fo r the 
three o f us. As fa r as they are 
concerned, they have relocated 
me. I t ’s permanent. The ren t 
is $18.50 a week.”

George T ind ley, his w ife  and 
s ix ch ildren were also g iven a 
hotel room by the W elfare Dept.

"They gave me one room," he 
said. " It was hardly big enough 
for my wife and I  and certainly 
couldn't accommodate all the 
kids. It  was a real flophouse."

M Y S T E R t OWNER

C ity  offic ia ls c la im  th a t they 
have been unable to determ ine 
the true  ownership of the b u ild ‘  
i.ngs; and the D epartm ent of 
Investigation, w h ich  has power 
to subpena witnesses, has been 
asked to  jo in  in- the search.

Police Commissioner Stephen 
P. Kennedy has agreed to as
sign several o f h is men to try

Schools 
Close -  
“ No Scabs”

FEB. 17 —  The Board of Ed
ucation was forced to close all 
of New York's evening high 
schools today after a vain at
tempt to recruit scab teachers.

Negotiations rem ain deadlock, 
ed over demands o f the teach
ers to  b rin g  th e ir pay up to the 
leve l o f other cities. M ayor 
W agner has thus fa r refused to 
meet w ith  representatives o f the 
H igh  School Teachers’ Associa
tion.

“ The a ttem pt o f the Board of 
Education to keep the evening 
H igh Schools open has been a 
complete fa ilu re . .T hey ’re  k id 
d ing themselves i f  they th in k  
they can continue another day.”  
This is w ha t E m il Tron, presi
dent o f the Association, said 
a fte r on ly  32 o f 77 “ recru ited ”  
teachers showed up last W ed
nesday n igh t. He proved rig h t.

T ron  said th a t the  recru its 
were m a in ly  supervisors “ pres
sured”  in to  n ig h t w o rk  and “ in 
competents w ith  v ir tu a lly  * no 
teaching experience.”

Supt. o f Schools Theobald ap
pealed to the recru its  over the 
radio to  rem ain  on the  job.

B u t last M onday when 45 o f 
them  appeared at fo u r schools, 
400 p icke ting  teachers greeted 
them  w ith  shouts o f “ scab.”  

A ppa ren tly  th is had more e f
fect than Theobald’s rad io  ap
peal.
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