
MayDay1959—
Socialism 
Draws Nearer

An Editorial

M ay Day is an in te rna tiona l labor ho liday tha t began 
in  the struggle of the Am erican w orkers fo r an e ight-hour 
day. Adopted by the socialist m ovem ent th roughout the 
w orld , i t  became the day on w h ich  m ilita n t workers re
new th e ir pledge of in te rna tiona l so lida rity  in  the struggle 
fo r  the socialist society of the free and equal. M illio n s  of 
w orkers stop w o rk  on M ay Day and m arch w ith  th e ir 
banners in  token of the coming v ic to ry .

In  Am erica, too, hundreds of thousands of workers 
used to celebrate M ay Day. They occupied a proud place 
in  the parades of the w o r ld ’s capitals, fo r they had started 
th is  holiday.

Today th is is not so. M illio n s  of workers elsewhere 
w i l l  raise the scarlet banner of socialism on M ay Day 1959. 
B u t in Am erica the o ffic ia l organizations of the labor 
movement w i l l  not observe th is  day of hope; or, worse 
yet, they w i l l  scorn or slander it.

In  Am erica the o ffic ia l heads of the unions s t il l preach 
the v irtues o f capitalism , s t i l l  support the im pe ria lis t w ar 
d r ive  of the ru lin g  class, s t i l l  repeat th e ir w itch -h u n t lies, 
s t i l l  shun the thought of friendsh ip  and fra te rn ity  w ith  
our class brothers and sisters in  other lands.

Bureaucrats Appear Strong
This is the re a lity  in  the U nited  States. The cap ita lis t- 

m inded labor bureaucracy appears strong and entrenched; 
the socialist movement appears weak and d ivided. The 
cold w a r abroad, w ith  its w itch -h u n t at home, has stifled 
free thought since 1947: The masses of w o rk ing  people, 
a lthough dissatisfied, uneasy, at times angry enough to 
engage in  ba ttle  over wages and w o rk ing  conditions are 
fa r  from  accepting socialist ideas.

I f  we could not see beyond th is  tra n s ito ry  aspect of 
th ings, and became disheartened and pessim istic about the 
prospects of the socialist movement in  the U.S., the A m e ri
can cap ita lis t ru le rs could congratu la te themselves on a 
m a jo r v ic to ry — a v ic to ry  w ith o u t objective justifica tion . 
For the tru th  is tha]t in  a ll the tim e since M a rx  and 
Engels published the Communist Manifesto 111 years ago 
never has the correctness of the program  of scientific 
socialism been so easy to demonstrate,- never has i t  been 
so easy to show how fa ith fu lly  i t  corresponds to the hopes 
and aspirations of the great bu lk  of hum an ity .

The Long-Range View
M arx ism  teaches us to see the struggle fo r socialism 

from  the long-range v iew  of h is to ry  and the w ide setting 
of the whole globe. This gives us proper perspective in  
dealing w ith  the pecu lia r and even Unique features of the 
class struggle in  our own country; ,;r

M arx is t socialists look fo rw a rd  to  pa rtic ipa ting  d irec t
ly  in  the great upsurge fo r socialism when Am erica fin a lly  
jo ins the tw en tie th  century. We look ahead to the tim e 
when the Am erican w o rk ing  class takes its r ig h t fu l place 
as the coun try ’s leading class, the one tha t can establish 
a w o rld  of enduring peace. M arx ism  also teaches us to 
see in  the most d if f ic u lt  phases of the struggle other pro
cesses tha t are w o rk ing  to underm ine the outmoded system 
of capita lism  and to replace i t  w ith  something better.

Tw enty-th ree  years ago, d u rin g  the w orld -w ide  capi
ta lis t depression, Leon T ro tsky  w rote  of “ the vast scope 
of indus tria liza tio n  in  the Soviet Union, as against the 
background of stagnation and decline in  almost the whole 
cap ita lis t w o rld .” .

He saw an even more sign ificant fact. “ G igantic 
achievements in industry , enorm ously prom ising begin
nings in  agricu ltu re , an ex trao rd ina ry  g row th  of the old 
in d u s tr ia l cities and a b u ild ing  of new ones, a rap id  in 
crease o f the. numbers of workers, a rise in  cu ltu ra l level 
and c u ltu ra l demands—such are the indub itab le  results 
of the October revo lu tion , in  w h ich  the prophets of the 
old w o rld  tr ie d  to see the grave of hum an c iv iliza tion . 
W ith  the bourgeois economists we have no longer anyth ing  
to quarre l over. Socialism has demonstrated its  r ig h t to 
v ic to ry , not on the pages o f Das K ap ita l. bu t in  an indus
t r ia l arena com prising a s ix th  pa rt of the ea rth ’s surface— 
not in  the language of dialectics, bu t in  the language of 
steel, cement and e le c tr ic ity .”

Great Victories
D uring  the last tw o  decadeg th is  evaluation has found 

ever deeper confirm ation. Despite continued cap ita lis t 
pressure, despite the s laughter and devastation resu lting  
from  im pe ria lis t G erm any’s invasion, despite the huge 
overhead cost of the parasitic  bureaucracy and the cu lt of 
S ta lin , the Soviet U nion has survived, advanced and 
f in a lly  emerged ahead of a ll the other European powers. 
I t  now offers an economic challenge to Am erica  itse lf.

Even more. As a resu lt o f W orld  W ar I I ,  the cap ita lis t 
s tructu re  crashed in  Eastern Europe and the capacities 
o f planned economy to demonstrate its  superio rity , even 
under bureaucra tic deform ation, has received s t il l fu r th e r 
—and, i t  w ould seem, de fin itive— verification.

In  the revo lu tiona ry  struggle of the colonial peoples 
against im peria lis t ru le  and exp lo ita tion , 650 m illio n  
Chinese, some 10 m illio n  N o rth  Koreans and 13 m illio n  
N orth  Vietnamese jo ined the 200 m illio n  people of the 
Soviet Union and the tens of m illions  of Eastern Europe 
in  tu rn in g  tow ard planned economy and socialism.

The people of China, w ith  th e ir  tita n ic  energy, are 
now offering  the oppressed peoples of the w orld  a new 
lesson in  uprooting the archaic s tructu re  of o rien ta l feud
alism  w h ich  had held them in poverty , fam ine, pestilence 
and m isery fo r centuries. W ith  the power of im peria lism  
and capita lism  shattered, the China of the warlords, land
lords, moneylenders and tax collectors— the China o f  the 
coolie, the semi-serf, the enslaved woman, and children 
bought and sold like  animals, is g iv ing  way to the revo lu 
tionary  China of industria liza tion , collectiv ized agricu l
ture, and the grow th  of a modern w ork ing  class.

China has shaken the w orld . The social and economic 
earthquake there has spelled the doom of im peria lism  
everywhere. I t  has ign ited  hundreds of m illions  of w o rk 
ers and peasants th roughout Asia,, A fr ica  and L a tin  A m er
ica. S ix ty  m illio n  in  the M ideast are now breaking out 
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Two Washington Rallies
I

Show Labor Party Need
SWP Fund Campaign 
Nears One-Third Mark

By Reba Aubrey
When a socialist po litic ian  sets out to organize a cam

paign, he doesn’t s ta rt w ith  w hat is possible — he tries to 
judge w hat is p o lit ica lly  necessary and then throw s a ll 
his energy in to meeting that*- 
necessity. That's w hy people
unacquainted w ith  the socialist 
movement are astounded at 
w hat even a few  socialists can 
accomplish.

Of course, they don’t know 
another secret ingred ient of so
c ia lis t success — tha t is the 
knowledge tha t sacrificing a b it  
of tha t fetish know n as money 
comes a lo t easier when you 
understand w hat i t  can help ac
complish*. N oth ing less than 
fina lly  w inn ing  a w orld  of en
during  peace, of cooperative en
deavor, of friendsh ip  and equal
ity-

I t  was w ith  thoughts like  
these tha t friends and support
ers of the Socialist W orkers 
Party got together to organize 
a $ l6,000 P arty  B u ild in g  Fund 
They knew, na tu ra lly , tha t i t  
was impossible. B u t they also 
knew tha t i t  was p o lit ica lly  
necessary. They realized w hat 
it  could mean in sustaining the 
struggle fo r a socialist A m e r
ica. And so, o f course, they set 
out to do the impossible “ in  fu l l  
and on tim e .”  Tha t’s the way 
socialists do things.

Last wgek th e ir collections of 
dimes, quarters, dollars and the 
fo ld ing  s tu ff amounted to $1,050. 
That b rought the to ta l to  date 
at $4,973, a respectable 31%.

(When you turn to the score
board on page four, note the 
five branches in bold-face type. 
They're ahead of schedule!)

Now to our m ail bag. We like  
to get le tte rs fro m  the T w in  
Cities. The comrades there have 
always enjoyed a national repu
ta tion fo r th e ir energy and high 
spirits. You can get some o f the 
feel from  w hat Fannie C. 
w rites. In  her firs t le tte r she 
said, “ And now fo r the best. 
Two comrades paid th e ir pledge

up in fu l l  last n igh t fo r a tota l 
of $200.”

The next week she did even 
better. “ Enclosed is $259 to ap
p ly  on our fund quota. This 
brings our tota l to $626 w h ich  
is somewhat over the one-th ird 
mark. Not bad — one-th ird  of 
the battle  won.”

The fo llow ing  week: “ The
fund is going along fine. We 
are de fin ite ly  going to make i t  
'— and more, I hope.”

The San Diego supporters, 
who r e c e n t l y  organized a 
branch of the Socialist W orkers 
Party  there, w ro te  enthusiastic
a lly : “ The firs t order of busi
ness of our new branch was to 
unanim ously accept a quota of 
$245—and i t  is all pledged!”  

These comrades hope tha t the 
$16,000 Party  B u ild in g  Fund 
w il l  be an “ oversuccessful" 
campaign. We do, too, and we 
know tha t the energetic San 
Diego contingent w il l  do the ir 
share in this by try in g  “ to keep 
ahead”  on th e ir quota.

A  friend  of the party  in New 
Y o rk  to ld  us early in  the cam
paign th a t he fe lt  an in justice 
was being done to “ General,”  
g iv ing  th is  im portan t abstrac
tio n  a ¿juota o f en ly  $15. To 
rig h t th is  w rong, he said he 
w ould help out by upping the 
ante to $100. We hope he can 
prove his point.

A  rummage sale organized by 
the comrades in Los Angeles 
helped them move ahead. W ith  
the. w h ite  elephants, bric-a- 
brac, re b u ilt c lo th ing  and w hat 
have you tha t they could get 
together they netted $205 to 
w ard a quota of $4,400. We un
derstand tha t i t  was not a ll 
beer and sk ittles and tha t in  
fact “ bones are s ti l l  aching”  
from  runn ing  around and get
ting  the a ffa ir organized. I t  was 
fun, we’re sure, because w e ’ve 
been to the liv e ly  rummage 
sales Los Angeles puts on.

I've  been reading J im  Can
non’s “ Notebook of an A g ita 
to r,”  pa rt o f i t  again, because 
I  was there when he was get
ting  some o f the pieces in to his 
notebook. I t ’s s tim u la ting  read
ing. Le t me especially recom
mend the fo llow ing  excerpt: 

“ The socialist movement, i f  
i t  is rea lly  socialist, is a poor 
m arfs movement, w h ich  oper
ates every day in defiance of 
the rules of bookkeeping and 
thé bankruptcy laws . . .

“ Those who have gone be
fore us have shown how to 
make out in spite of a ll that. 
Debs campaigned fo r  the presi
dency fo r the party  wage of $3 
a day, and in 1917 they had to 
ta k e , up a collection in  New 
Y ork  to send T ro tsky to Russia 
to organize a revo lu tion ."

A contingent of women in the Popular Resistance Force 
in Iraq marches through the streets of Baghdad. The armed 
m ilitia fighters are the backbone of the Iraqi revolution. 
They put down an attempted counter-revolution a few weeks 
ago. By breaking the monopoly of the army on troops and 
weapons, they have made it possible for the rapidly organiz
ing workers and peasants to come close to government power.

End School Jim Crow, 
26,000 Youth Demand

By Leo Adler

W AS H IN G TO N , A p r il 18 — In  the biggest mass 
dem onstration ever held in  th is capita l c ity , 26,000 young 
Americans, Negro and w hite , marched w ith  placards and 
banners demanding an im m edi-*-
ate end to J im  Crow in  the 
na tion ’s schools.

M any o f them locked arms in 
a gesture of brotherhood as they 
marched from  the M a ll past the 
Washington Monum ent to the 
open-air Sylvan theater where 
a mass meeting was held.

Most of the partic ipants were 
students, many of them from  
colleges in the east and m id 
west. O berlin , U n ive rs ity  of 
M ichigan, Penn State, C ity  Col
lege of New Y ork  were ju s t a 
few. There were also several 
contingents o f j'oung trade un 
ionists, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
N AA C P  youth councils and 
church groups.

From N orth  Carolina and V ir 
g in ia came m ixed delegations 
of Negro and w h ite  youth. The 
largest contingent, about 8,000, 
was from  New Y ork . B u t there 
were marchers from  as fa r  as 
C aliforn ia.

HEAR M BOYA

A t the Sylvan theater they 
heard A. P h illip  t Randolph, 
president of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters; Rev.

M a rtin  L u the r K in g  of M on t
gomery, A la .; Roy W ilk in s  of 
the N AAC P; singer H a rry  Bela- 
fonte and baseball star Jackie 
Robinson. One o f the h igh ligh ts  
o f the program was a b rie f 
speech by Tom Mboya, a leader 
of the A frican  independence 
movement from  Kenya.

Most of the speeches fe ll fa r 
short of the m ilitancy  of the 
demonstrators. On the few  oc
casions when a speaker did 
strike  a figh ting  note, there 
were cheers and loud applause.

Four hundred thousand p e ti
tions demanding i m m e d i a t e  
school in tegration were present
ed to Congressman • Charles C. 
Diggs (D -M ich.). E fforts had 
been made fo r an in te rv iew  
w ith  President Eisenhower bu t 
he was too busy p lay ing  -golf.

R ID E NOW
New Yorkers were exhorted 

by a state senator and the head 
o f the c ity  trans it a u th o rity  to 
ride the subway and buses more 
frequen tly  to help avoid an an
tic ipated h ike in the 15-cent 
fare.

Require Political Action 
To End Unemployment, 
Win Integrated Schools

By Tom Kerry
The m onth of A p r i l  witnessed tw o h ig h ly  significant, 

demonstrations in  W ashington. On A p r il 8, the A F L-C IO  
held a mass unem ploym ent conference in  the na tion ’s 
capita l to demand leg is la tive  action on behalf of over five 
m illio n  unemployed workers.

Ten days la ter, on- A p r i l  18,

Fascist Coup 
Stamped Out 
In Bolivia

Another counter-revolutionary 
attack against the Bolivian gov
ernment was crushed A pril 19 
by the workers m ilitia. Led by 
the Socialist Falange party, the 
uprising centered in La Paz 
where an attempt was made to 
seize the m ilitary barracks and 
City H all. The recent increase 
of American pressure on Bolivia 
evidently led the fascists to 
hope for Yankee support.

Pres. Hernan Siles Zuazo, 
who has been conceding to this 
pressure, called out the m ilit ia  
a fte r the Falange seized a radio 
station-. In  the figh ting  tha t fo l
lowed 54 people were k ille d  and 
129 in ju red .

Oscar Unzaga de la Vega who 
headed the fascistic Falange 
party  com m itted suicide a fte r 
the defeat. A no the r leader is 
Carlos V ic to r Aram ayo, owner 
of large t in  interests —  na tion 
alized by the N ational R evolu
tionary  M ovem ent in  1952.

The s w ift action against the 
r ig h tis t revo lt is eloquent e v i
dence tha t the B o liv ian  people 
w il l  brook no attem pt to l iq u i
date the gains of the 1952 revo
lu tion .

H ER NA N  SILES ZUAZO

some 26,000 youth demonstrated 
to demand tha t the President 
and Congress proceed to im p le 
ment the U nited States Supreme 
C ourt school desegregation de
cision. F ive years have elapsed 
since the decision was handed 
down on May 17, 1954. L im p ing  
in tegration has v ir tu a lly  come 
to a halt.

Both demonstrations were po* 
lilical in character. Both direct
ed their demands at the federal 
government. Each sought to 
elicit from the Republican ad
ministration a n d  Democratic 
Congress s o m e  encouraging 
word or sign that action would 
be forthcoming to meet their 
just demands. Unfortunately, 
neither could record any success. 
Coming to Washington, hat in 
hand, to plead their cause with  
political jackals who respond 
only to the language of power, 
is bound to be a frustrating 
business.

The real power in  W ashing
ton today is B ig Business. U nder 
our present tw o -pa rty  system i t  
is the ir m ateria l interests tha t 
are o f param ount concern to 
the po litic ians of both m a jo r 
parties. B ig  Business is v ita lly  
concerned in m ain ta in ing  'a b u l
w ark  o f reaction in  the South. 
Its interests are equa lly  w e ll 
served in  the N orth  and West 
by a d iv is ion o f labor between 
Democrats and Republicans. So 
long as po litica l power rem ains 
concentrated in the hands of the 
tw o m a jo r parties the govern
ment in Washington w il l  serve, 
not the people, but the banking, 
boodling, money-grabbing p lu 
tocracy.

PO TE N TIA L  POWER

The experience of the Wash
ington dem onstration is a case 
in point. Le t there be no m is
take about i t  —  the tw o  de
m onstrations represented a po
ten tia l power of considerable 
magnitude. P roperly  organized, 
the Negro people together w ith  
the labor movement and its a l
lies, constitute the decisive 
power in th is country —  nu 
m erica lly  and p o lit ica lly . Lack
ing on ly is a leadership w ith  
enough im agination and guts to 
harness th is power fo r effective 
po litica l action through an inde
pendent labor p a rty  based on 
the trade unions.

Score: Automation In, Profits Up, Workers Out
By Daniel Roberts

Prosperity is back; happy 
days are here again —  especial
ly for big business. Meanwhile, 
at least 4 Vi million people re
main unemployed.

According to the A p r il 4 
Business Week, “ Business is go
ing to break a ll records in p iling  
up profits in  1959. . . . The 
most op tim is tic  see profits fo r 
the year at close to $55 b illion , 
w ith  the fo u rth -qua rte r profits 
reaching an annual rate of $60 
b illio n .”  The previous record 
was $45.5 b illio n  before taxes in  
1955.
STOCK M A R K ET SHOOTS UP

Other economists are less op
tim is tic  and predict only $51 or 
$52 b illions fo r 1959. Some fore
cast that the second ha lf o f the 
year w il l  not be as good as the 
firs t ha lf. R igh t now, however, 
big business is not fre ttin g  
about the fu tu re  — not even 
about a fu tu re  th a t’s only six 
months away. The stockm arket 
shot up 13 points in the last 
seven days in  an tic ipation  of

ju icy  dividends fo r the firs t 
quarter of the year. And firs t 
reports o f actual profits in d i
cate tha t investors w on’t leave 
the banquet table hungry.

Says the 'A p r il 20 B arron ’s, a 
leading business and " financial 
w eekly, “ . . . there was an 
abundance o f favorable c o r p o r 
ate earnings reports. Du Pont 
management /forecasted to the 
annual meeting on Monday a 
firs t-qua rte r sales gain of 22%, 
tyut a 70% jum p in earrtings, 
w hich w ould spell a firs t-quarte r 
pe r  share balance of $2.57, against 
$1.51 fo r the 1958 period. . . .”  
Some companies, like  U.S. Rub
ber, have already posted record 
earnings fo r the quarter.

Everything looks good —  ex
cept for the jobless. The pros
pect that unemployment w ill 
soon be liquidated is not bright.

F irst, the durable-goods p ro 
duction index has not returned 
to the pre-recession mark. It 
stands at 160% of the 1947-49 
level, whereas in  December 
1956 it  had reached 167%. The 
big gains in  production —  w hich

accounted fo r the overall index 
of indus tria l .production reach
ing the record m ark of 150% — 
took place in the'so-called “ soft 
goods”  (apparel, food-processing, 
etc.), But most unem ploym ent 
has been concentrated in  steel, 
autos, washing machines and 
T V  sets as w e ll as production 
goods such as machinery.

A t present the shin ing lig h t 
in the durable-goods category 
is steel, which is producing at 
close to capacity. B u t every 
economist knows • tha t steel is 
going fu l l  b last now because 
customers are b u ild ing  up in 
ventories in  antic ipation of a 
steel s tr ike  in June. S trike  or 
no strike , steel production is 
expected to decline drastica lly  
jn  the th ird  quarte r of 1959. 
I t  may drop to 55% of capacity 
by Ju ly  or August i f  there is no 
strike, according to Steel maga
zine.

In  the auto industry, the ou t
look is favorable fo r profits, bu t 
not fo r fu l l  employment. D u r
ing a March 25 debate in the 
U.S. Senate, P h illip  A . H a rt

(D -M ich.) stated: “ I f  the auto
m otive m arket should absorb 
5% m illio n  cars during  the pre
sent year, which w ould  be a 
m illion  more than in  the past 
year, we in the State of M ich i
gan w ould average about 335,000 
unemployed fo r th is  year.”

FAR FROM RECORD OUTPUT
B ut the auto makers and the ir 

economists do not expect the 
industry  to produce or sell 5  3/4 
m illion  cars th is year. Accord
ing to the W all S treet Jou rna l’s 
A p r il 14 survey, 5.5 m illion  
autos is the expected top figure 
and some make it less. “ The in 
dustry s till has p len ty  of un 
used capacity, considering that 
1955 outpu t soared above 8.3 
million cars,”  says the Journal.

E lectrica l goods — another 
industry w ith  substantial un
e m p lo y m e n t— is not expected 
to reach 1957 ou tpu t figures 
despite big governm ent outlays 
fo r electronics. The National 
E lectrical M anufacturers Associ
ation predicts the sale of $21 
b illio n  w orth  of goods th is

year. T ha t’s h igher than the 
$19.4-billion m ark of 1958, but 
low er than the $21.6 -b illion  
m ark of 1957, says the Journal.

However, the electrical in 
dustry's consumer-goods branch 
(TV sets, refrigerators, etc.), 
like the auto industry, looks 
back to 1955 not 1957 for its 
best production year. The gap 
between output and capacity is 
thus wider than the Journal's 
figures suggest. Substantial un
employment w ill persist as im 
portant sections of the electrical 
industry continue to operate 
well below capacity.

S im ila rly , under-capacity p ro 
duction is expected to preva il 
this year in the tools and ma
ch inery industry  — w hich  was 
especially hard h it  by the re 
cession — and even in the a ir 
cra ft, missiles and “ space-gear”  
industry despite the govern
m ent’s huge armaments budget.

When r e s i d e n c e  bu ild ing  
.dropped in 1956-57, a fte r boom
ing in 1955, commercial and in 
dustria l construction more than 
took up the slack. Then both

kinds of construction nose-dived 
in 1958. This year, builders an
tic ipa te  tha t private-housing 
ou tpu t w i l l  come close to the 
1955 m ark. H ighw ay spending 
by state and federal governm ent 
is expected to jum p  to about 
$6 b illio n  th is  year, 12% above 
1958. B u t b u ild ing  fo r in dus tria l 
and comm ercial purposes w il l  
rem ain w e ll below the 1957 
level.

Thus under-capacity produc- 
(Continucd on Page 2)

Next Week
A n in te rv iew  w ith  V incent 

R. Dunne on his seventieth 
b irthday. The famed M inne
apolis labor leader describes 
his youth  as a lum berjack 
and itine ran t w orke r and te lls 
how socialism brought mean
ing to his life .

Send fo r extras to give your 
friends. In  bundles of five or 
more on ly  six cents a copy.
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The Nimble Tax Dodger 
Is the W ell Heeled One

By Alex H arte

In  last week’s M ilita n t I  quoted some of 
the h igh ligh ts  of a W all Street Journal survey 
o f the new national pastime of tax  dodging. 
Tw o out of every five Americans are av id ly  
p ractic ing  such bits o f bookkeeping s le ight of 
hand as generously con tribu ting  $5 to the Com
m u n ity  Chest w h ile  lis ting  i t  even more gen
erously as $20.

Now, I ’ve learned tha t th is is pe tty  larceny, 
s tr ic t ly  amateur stuff, generally pr&cticed on ly  
by those in  the lower-incom e brackets. The 
A p r i l  16 issue of Reporter magazine explains 
that, u n like  the poor, “ the rich  do not often 
ev ade taxes, they are able to avoid them to a 
degree on ly d im ly  realized by the general pub
l ic .”

I t  wasn’t  always tha t way. In  1929, people 
w ith  incomes o f over $100,000 paid tw o -th irds  
of the coun try ’s to ta l income tax  revenue. In  
1956, they accounted fo r rough ly one-twentieth. 
Those m aking less than $10,000 paid one-twen-  
tie th  o f to ta l taxes in  1929. In  1956 they car
ried tw o-th irds .

W hat about tha t s tiff 91% tax  b ite  on in 
comes o f $200,000 and up? S tr ic tly  w indow - 
dressing. In  19.56 the Treasury actua lly  got 
on ly  about 37% on such incomes, according 
to Fortune magazine. “ The h igh-bracket tax s itu 
ation, has been likened to ‘d ipp ing  deeply in to  
great incomes w ith  a sieve.’ ”

Coarse Sieve, T h a t Is
Congress has provided dozens o f ways of 

avoid ing tha t 91% levy. Some o f these include 
deferred paym ent plans, options to buy company 
stock below the m arket price, and the substi
tu tio n  o f tax-free  expense accounts fo r salaries.

John L . Hess, author o f the Reporter study, 
th inks  tha t the present tax  s tructure  is un fa ir. 
He argues: “ A  m arried man who makes $10,000 
a year on a salaried job  has to pay a h igher tax 
than one w h o ’ stays a t home and collects an 
equal income in  d ividends and ju s t as much as 
one who dabbles in  real estate or other specula
tio n  and clears $20,000 in  long-term  capita l 
gains.”

A n  increasing num ber of company expense 
accounts are loaded w ith  items designed to help 
avoid the expense o f taxes. Last J u ly  a Yale 
Law  Journa l study estimated tha t expense- 
account spending runs over $5 b illio n  a year 
w ith  a consequent tax loss of $1 to $2 b illion . 
The Journal reported tha t the Treasury D epart
m ent is aware of the “ loose use”  o f th is  money 
bu t “ efforts at regu la tion  have m et w ith  stub
born resistance, both from  the lu x u ry  services 
sustained by the expense and from  the in d i
v iduals who find the account essential to  the ir 
accustomed standard o f l iv in g .”

“ Last year the Treasury w en t so fa r as to 
order taxpayers to account fo r expenses in  de
ta il, bu t i t  beat an ignom inious retreat under a 
storm  of protest,”  says the Reporter.

The protesters seem to have friends in  
court who are appreciative o f s k ill in  the fasci
na ting  game o f tax  dodging. One cou rt ru ling , 
fo r example, upheld a $17,000-deduction fo r an 
A frica n  safari taken by a businessman and his 
w ife . The deduction was a “ business”  expense 
incurred in  seeking p u b lic ity  fo r th is go-getter’s 
da iry  company.

On the cred it side, however, the deduction 
o f expense-account allowances fro m  taxes has 
helped to raise Am erican m ora l standards. One 
B ritish  observes, noted tha t a businessman used 
to take his secretary on a tr ip  and say she was 
his w ife . Now he takes his w ife  and says she’s 
his secretary.

The present tax s tructure  also stimulates 
ch a rity  among people inc lined to be m iserly. 
“ More and more, w ea lthy people are learn ing 
th a t i t  ac tua lly  pays to g ive,”  says the Reporter.

Exam ple: A  man in  the 60% tax  bracket 
picks up a pa in ting  in  Paris fo r $10,000. I t ’s 
appraised at $20,000. He contributes i t  to a 
museum and deducts the $20,000 from  his cu r
re n t income.

Or, i f  i t  suits his tax needs better, the neat 
tr ic k  of g iv ing  away the single piece o f canvas 
in yearly  insta llm ents is open to him .

W hat i f  he’s an a rt lover? A  genuine ad
m ire r o f o il-covered canvases? There’s a p ro 
vision fo r th is  varian t, too. He can le t a museum 
take a pa in ting  fo r three months o f the year 
and deduct pne-fourth its va lue (and also save 
storage and insurance w h ile  he’s on vacation).

A nother good deed tha t pays o ff in  more 
palpable ways than a clear conscience is to 
contribute  stock to a charitable in s titu tio n  w h ile  
re ta in ing  the interest o r d ividends fo r life  — 
and, i f  they can use the money, the life  of one’s 
im m ediate heirs. This is h ig h ly  recommended 
by the Research In s titu te  o f Am erica, w hich 
points ou t tha t i t  not on ly  increases “ a fte r
taxes income”  but also gives “ the im m ediate 
personal satisfaction and com m unity respect 
that- comes w ith  a present ra ther than a post
m ortem g ift.”

W hy haven’t tax revenues kept pace w ith  
ris ing  incomes? The answer: “ . . . every tim e 
Congress is persuaded to b lock 'one unintended 
loophole i t  opens three or fo u r more in  order 
to ‘e lim inate inequities’ —; or give someone a 
tax break.”

“ One thing- v ir tu a lly  a ll o f the special p ro 
visions have in  common,”  the author adds, “ is 
how ever reasonable or m erito rius  they may 
seem, they help the upperbracket taxpayer 
most and do l it t le  o r no th ing  fo r the lo w -in - 
come group.”

Exam ple: The jo in t income tax re tu rn  p ro 
vides a 1% or $40 saving on a net taxable in 
come o f $4,000. B u t on earnings of $200,000 i t  
saves $22,180 or s lig h tly  over 10%.

Then there is the deduction allowed fo r in 
terest paid on debts. The Reporter says tha t 
“ people in  the upper-income brackets have 
found i t  p ro fitab le  to borrow  money to buy in 
surance and annuities, the tax  deductions on 
the interest paying much o f the cost o f the 
prem iums. In  effect, Uncle Sam pays th e ir in 
surance b ills .”

The o il-dep le tion allowance is a jve ll- 
greased convenience fo r the rich . I t  perm its the 
o il barons to deduct 27.5% of annual gross in 
come fo r depletion o f the supply in  th e ir wells. 
“ A  w e ll may easily repay its investm ent in  a 
couple of years, bu t the allowance goes on as 
long as i t  y ie lds o il, w hich m ay be fo r  a gen
eration or tw o .”  The m ora l is, i f  you need tax  
re lie f get yourse lf an o il w e ll.

Lu brica tes  Free E nterprise
This help fo r  o il-w e ll owners is needed, 

i t  seems, to lubrica te  “ w ild ca t”  o il prospectors. 
B u t 1953 tax figures showed th a t companies 
w ith  incomes o f less than $100,000 accounted 
fo r about 4% o f the $2 b illio n  o f depletions 
tha t were claimed. Companies w ith  incomes of 
over $100 b illio n  took a lush 63% o f the a l
lowance.

The a ttem pt to conform  to opportun ities 
offered by loopholes has also induced a k in d  of 
nationa l schizophrenia. The aim o f most ta x - 
avoidance measures, explains the Reporter, “ is 
to conceal the honest o rig in  o f funds —  i.e., to 
pretend tha t the taxpayer did not get the money 
fo r services rendered. Thus the film  star forms 
a corporation and pretends to be a speculator 
ra the r than an actor. An honest pro fit, lik e  an 
honest wage, is penalized under the law ; hence 
i t  m ust be postponed, renamed, turned in to  a 
capita l gain, or made to vanish en tire ly .”

B ig  corporations become a series o f smaller 
ones, each w ith  a high exem ption on in it ia l 
profits. A ud ito rs  and investors can find  the 
mazes fru s tra tin g  in  the three sets o f books 
th a t railroads, fo r  example, are lega lly  entitled  
to. (One fo r the ICC, one fo r the tax  collector 
and one fo r the board of directors.)

B u t i f  the T-M en ever lay  hands on him , 
God help the bartender who jacks up his con
tribu tions  to cha rity  from  $5 to $20.

The Jobless Workers Behind the Statistics
By H arry Ring

Do you know that only one 
million American families are 
seriously affected by unemploy
ment and that we went through 
the 1957-58 recession with very 
little  severe distress among 
workers?

I f  you don’t know, i t ’s only 
because you missed the A p r il 
27 issue of U.S. News and W orld 
Report. The editors of th is  reac
tiona ry  magazine arrived at 
the ir sunny conclusions w ith  the 
greatest of ease. A ll  they did was 
c ite the o ffic ia l governm ent fig 
ures on unem ploym ent — w hich 
goes to show you how rigged 
those figures rea lly  are.

A n  extensive nationa l study 
conducted by three prom inent 
U n ive rs ity  o f M ichigan profes
sors gives the lie  to U.S. News 
and W orld  Report and also ex
poses one of the ways through 
w hich the Departments of Labor 
and Commerce m in im ize  the 
true  extent o f unem ploym ent in 
the jobless statistics they issue 
each month.

The U n ive rs ity  professors con
ducted th e ir survey last October 
and published the ir findings last 
m onth. Here is w ha t they found: 
For almost a year the o ffic ia l 
m on th ly  jobless figures have 
shown unem ploym ent hovering 
around 6% of the to ta l w o rk  
force. This w ou ld  mean tha t only 
one w orker in  16 is unemployed. 
N ot a happy situation, bu t not 
undu ly  a la rm ing e ither — u n 
less you ta lk  to the people ac
tu a lly  affected, as the U n ive r
s ity  of M ich igan investigators 
did. Then qu ite  a d iffe ren t p ic
tu re  emerges.

The first thing they discovered 
was that during the year from  
October 1957 to October 1958, 
approximately 13 million d if
ferent persons had been job
less. In  other words, compute 
your figures on a yearly basis, 
instead of on a monthly basis, 
and you find that one in five, not 
one in 16, had been out of a job.

A dd itiona l m illions  were h it  in 
other ways. “ In  a ll, 38 per cent 
o f a ll fam ilies reported either 
unemployment, shorter hours, or 
some other setback in th e ir f i 
nancial s itua tion  w hich they 
blamed on the recession,”  the 
report says.

You w ou ldn ’t  know  i t  from  
the governm ent figures, bu t 
those who were out of w o rk  last

S t il l  L in in g  Up

This was a typical line at a Detroit unemployment compensation office back in Decem
ber, 1957 Just a "temporary" situation the government assured the country. Almost a year 
and a half later the jobless lines still seem endless in the auto center.

October had been looking fo r 
jobs fo r an average o f 26 weeks. 
F o rty -tw o  per cent had been 
idle fo r longer periods.

A bout 36 per cent of those un 
employed did no t receive any 
jobless pay. Those who did s till 
fe ll fa r short o f meeting th e ir 
b ills . The net median income 
loss per fa m ily  head, despite un
em ploym ent compensation, was 
$900 fo r the year.' A bou t 18% 
reported they suffered a net in 
come loss of $2,000.

How did they get by? “ . . . in  
order o f importance; use o f sav
ings, help from  relatives, p iling  
up b ills  and borrow ing money. 
Some fam ilies moved to cheaper 
quarters, were able to have an
other member o f the fa m ily  go 
to w o rk  or sought re lie f from  a 
public w elfare  agency.”  The 
M ichigan survey team found 
tha t about 44% of the heads of 
fam ilies who were out of w ork 
had to dig deep in to  th e ir per
sonal savings.

B u t tha t was last October and 
the W hite  House assures us tha t 
conditions are getting better a ll 
the tim e. Maybe there rea lly  
isn ’t any serious problem  o f un
em ploym ent and hardship. L e t’s 
take a look at a few  areas around 
the country and see w hat v a r i
ous reporters found ju s t last 
m onth.

•get by, the report says, “ B u t the 
p ic tu re  has its  shadowy corners, 
too. George Combs is a burner 
in  the C la irton  p lan t o f U nited 
States Steel. He says he has not 
had ‘e ight hours since I  was 
la id  off.’ H is benefits w il l  run  
out in  a few  weeks. He owes a 
$400 fu rn itu re  b ill. The store 
is w a iting . He has not been

Washington's Face of Poverty
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Celebrate 
May Day
New Yorkers! Celebrate 

M ay Day with the Young 
Socialist Alliance and the 
Socialist Workers Party.

Hear Martha Curti on 
"Youth in a C h a n g i n g  
World," and Tom K erry on 
'T h e  Struggle for a Socialist 
America." Tim  Wohlforth, 
editor of the Young Socialist, 
w ill chair.

Friday, May 1, at 8:00 
pjn., at the M ilitant Labor 
Forum, 116 University Place.

Proceeds w ill go to ■ the 
Young Socialist.

B ook-A -M onth
Is m ind  a func tion  o f the 

b ra in  or is i t  something 
mpre m ysterious ?

Read the appraisal by 
F. S. A. Doran, “ M ind : A  
Social Phenomenon.”  This 
182-page book o r ig in a lly  sold 
fo r $3. You get i t  fo r  $1.25, 
postage paid. No COD’s. 

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 

New York 3, N .Y.

The Third 
International 
A fte r Lenin

By Leon Trotsky 
Cloth: $4.00 Paper: $2.50 

W ith a new introduction 
by George Lavan 

PIONEER PUBLISHERS  
116 University Place 
New York 3, N . Y.

. . .  The Score
( Continued from Page 1)

tion in  the durable goods sec
tion  of the economy w il l  be a 
continu ing source o f unem ploy
m ent th roughout the year. The 
ranks of the jobless w i l l  be 
fu r th e r increased by U.S. popu
la tion  g row th  w hich w il l  add at 
least one m illio n  job  seekers to 
the to ta l available labor force 
th is year.

A U TO M A TIO N

Finally, productivity increases 
through automation and speed
up w ill contribute to unemploy
ment even if every sector of in
dustry produced at the m axi
mum of its present capacity.

This source o f unem ploym ent1 
i f  at the same tim e the source 
of cu rren t profits. “ Costs and 
overhead had been crim p ing  
p ro fit margins,”  says the A p r il 
4 Business Week, “ B u t the p lan t 
and equipm ent insta lled  in  the 
1955-57 boom paved the way 
fo r b ig p ro d u c tiv ity  increases,”

leading to th is year’s profits 
bonanza despite less-than-capa- 
c ity  output.

A nd  B arron ’s says tha t “ most 
o f the big corporations are re 
porting  earnings tha t demon
strate the s tr ik in g  increase in 
p ro d u c tiv ity  rates as a result 
o f the heavy capita l expendi
tures o f la te years and o f the 
tightened efficiency brought 
about by the 1957 business re 
cession.”

B ig  business w il l  keep auto
m a tin g , th is year though at a 
slower pace than 1957, c lipp ing  
o ff jobs in the process.

GOVT. WORKERS
Through the efforts o f the 

State, C ounty and M un ic ipa l 
Employees Union, D e tro it has 
become the second c ity  in  the 
country to make its  employes 
e lig ib le  fo r regu la r unem ploy
ment compensation. M ilw aukee 
is the other one.

A d v e rtis e m e n t A d v e rtis e m e n t

The United Nations
Can w o rld  peace be won th rough the U nited 

Nations? A  study of how th is  organization Was set up 
and w ha t its  fo re runner, the League of Nations, ac
complished, leads to some though t-p rovoking  conclusions 
about w ha t is needed to w in  enduring peace.

For a carefu l presentation o f 'th e  facts and a luc id  
M a rx is t analysis, read th is  a rtic le  by Theodore Edwards 
in  the spring issue of the In te rna tion a l Socialist Review. 
Send 35 cents fo r  a copy.

International Socialist Review
116 University Place N ew  York 3, N. Y .

Perhaps as good a place as any 
to start with is next to the White 
House steps in the city of Wash
ington, D.C. The following are 
excerpts from a March 13 report 
in the Washington Post:

“ The D is tr ic t’s face of pov
erty  —• once hidden behind thé 
doors o f the poorhouse — now 
is submerged in  the open c ity  be
cause no one w il l  look at it.

“ I t  is a stranger even to those 
who see i t  daily.

“ A  teacher complains about 
the constant tardiness o f a child. 
B u t no one mentions tha t the 
ch ild ’s home has no clock. ' 

“ A  social w o rke r counsels a 
m other on how to m arket w ise
ly. B u t no one m entions tha t the 
m other’s home has no ice box.

“ A  ch ild  care-w orker deplores 
the to ile t habits of a youngster. 
But no one mentions tha t the 
ch ild ’s home has no w orkable  
lava tory . . .

“ To most W ashington area 
residents, the poor are ju s t a 
sta tistic —  and one w h ich  can 
be ignored, at that. When 22 per 
cent of the fam ilies in  the m etro
po litan  area make incomes of 
$10,000 or more, i t ’s easy to 
overlook the seven percent who 
have $3,000 or less to  spend.

“ I t  is p a rticu la rly  easy to fo r 
get them  because five  ou t of 
every six im poverished fam ilies 
in the area live  w ith in  the con
fines of the D is tr ic t . . . the 
seven per cent becomes 15 per

cent i f  viewed against the District's
 population alone.

“ W ashington’s impoverished 
fam ilies . . . totals 31,500, or one 
out o f every s ix fam ilies liv in g  
in the N ation ’s Capita l . . .

“ L iv in g  in poverty am id p len
ty  is much more than a statistic.

“ I t  is not ju s t the 1,522 fa m i
lies who were evicted here in 
1958. I t  is the e ight-year-o ld  boy 
who w ent home du ring  the noon 
school recess to find his bed, his 
meager clothes, and his few 
p layth ings set ou t on the 
street . . .

“ I t  is not jus t the 6,000 fa m i
lies who have w aited —  waited 
as long as ten years in  some 
cases —  to move from  th e ir 
overcrowded hovels in to  public 
housing. I t  is the 13-year-old 
g ir l who, in desperation, asked 
police to please find  her a home 
because she was tired  o f liv in g  
w ith  17 persons . . .  in  a house 
un fit fo r any hum an being.

“ I t  is not ju s t the 10,000 to 
12,000 fam ilies whose gas gets 
cut o ff annually. I t  is the in fan t 
c ry ing  fo r m ilk  and the m other 
w ith  no place to w arm  i t  / .  .

“ I t  is not ju s t the 22,900 un
employed here. I t  is the fa ther 
o f n ine pleading fo r a $1.10-an- 
hour po rte r’s job, who doesn’t 
ask w hether there is sick leave 
or vacation benefits b u t m erely:

able to pay his $42-a-month 
rent fo r an apartm ent in  a coun
ty  housing project. The pro ject 
is w a iting . He receives a re lie f 
check fo r $4 every tw o weeks. 
He sought surplus food and was 
to ld he \vas ine lig ib le  . . . He 
is ge tting  uneasy about p ro v id 
ing fo r his w ife  and three c h il
dren.”

"The Blackest Spot"
And this is a March 10 report 

from the West Virginia coal 
fields: “ W ith  about 15 per cent 
of its w ork  force idle, West V ir 
g in ia  is the blackest spot among 
the N ation ’s areas o f economic 
distress . . .

“ Tensions and despondency 
bred by long idleness are e v i
dent in  the hopeless, com pla in
ing  tone of m iners who have 
ju s t returned in  disgust from  
j o b - h u n t i n g  expeditions in 
C leveland, Columbus and De
tro it. The added com pla int of 
racia l d iscrim ination  was raised 
by M e lv in  Smoot, a Negro 
m iner, in  H ighcoal. ‘A  m ine 
superintendent to ld  me he a in ’t 
h ir in g  any colored,’ M r. Smoot 
said . . .

“ M r. Smoot, 37 years old, w ith  
e ight ch ildren, was la id  o ff De
cember 31, 1957, the n ig h t his 
w ife  gave b ir th  to tw ins. He 
has had no w ork  since then. He 
drew the m axim um  of 24 weeks, 
plus a special extension o f 12 
weeks, in  unem ploym ent pay
ments last year. Payments in  re 
duced amounts ($21 a week) 
were resumed a few  weeks ago. 
M r. Smoot said he had used his

firs t tw o  checks to pay his u t i l i 
ties b il l  . . .

“ The Reverend Jack W elle r 
. . . said conditions were par
tic u la r ly  g rim  in  E dw ight, a few  
miles up the va lley. He said the 
land company th a t owned the 
m iners’ houses had recently  
turned o ff the street ligh ts, add
ing to the tension, and there 
were reports the  w a te r supply 
w ou ld  be shut o ff when the v i l 
lage school closed at the  end of 
the, spring term . He estimated 
tha t ‘a t least 1,800 persons in  the 
va lley  w eren ’t  ge tting  a ba l
anced d ie t.’ . . .

“ S heriff T. H. M cGovern . . . 
said the num ber of men arrested 
fo r nonsupport had risen stead
i ly  du ring  the last 14 months of 
deepening unem ploym ent.

“ He suspected th a t in  some 
cases the man was driven  by 
desperation to seek a ja i l  sen
tence fo r nonsupport so tha t his 
w ife  could then apply to the 
State D epartm ent o f P ub lic  A s
sistance, fo r  benefits. ‘A  man who 
can’t  support his w ife  can do i t  
by going to ja il , ’ the sheriff ex 
p lained.”

and he’s a fra id  I ’l l  be called 
back.” ’

*  *  *

T ha t’s the p lig h t o f w o rk in g  
people in  key areas around the 
country. B u t don’t get the idea 
tha t th is  means Am erica isn’t en
joy ing  a wave o f “ p rosperity .”  
The o ffic ia l cap ita lis t w ay of 
measuring the health o f the 
economy is not by how m any 
human beings may be jobless 
and suffering extrem e hardship. 
P rofits — not people —  is the 
yardstick.

Here is w hat the A p r i l  11 issue 
o f Labor, voice o f the ra ilroad  
brotherhoods, had to say about 
the cu rren t p ro fit s ituation:

“ W hat made the p lig h t o f the 
jobless p a rticu la rly  grim  was the 
publication o f reports disclosing 
tha t corporate profits are sky
rocketing to an amazing degree.

“ Labor last week quoted econ
omists fo r the Congressional tax  
com m ittee headed b y  Senator 
H a rry  F. B y rd  (D-Va.) as p re 
d ic ting  th a t 1959 corporation 
profits, before taxes w ou ld  to- 
t r l  $48 b illio n , a 33 per cent in 
crease over a year ago.

“ That forecast, however, was1 
ridd led  as u ltra -conserva tive  by 
Business Week magazine in  its 
cu rren t issue. I t  quoted pred ic
tions th a t the gross profits fo r  
the year w il l  zoom to $55 b illion , 
more than a 50 per cent increase 
over last year, and th a t the 
fou rth -q u a rte r p ro fit ra te  may 
h it  $60 b ill io n .”
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Worse Than If  a Tornado Hit

‘Can I  count on 
steady?’ ”

it, w i l l  i t  be

Smoke in the Steel State
What are things like in the 

industrial state of Pennsylvania? 
The New York Times reported 
March 13: “Up and down the 
river valleys of western Penn
sylvania smoke is shooting once 
again from steel m ill stacks. 
A fter two years of recession 
and unemployment it is a sig
nal read in various ways by 
various persons . . .

“ ‘The recession is over,’ Says 
a steel company official.

“ ‘I  don’t know,’ says a forge 
man in New Castle. ‘I hear the 
recession’s over and I  know a 
lotta guys have gone back, so

A d v e rtis e m e n t

Los Angeles 
May Day Celebration

"The Spirit of May Day," a 
dramatic presentation of epi
sodes from the international 
class struggle.

Doors open at 6 p.m. In 
ternational buffet dinner at 
7 p.m. Program at 8 p.m. Sat., 
May 2.

Forum Hall, 1702 E. 4th St. 
Call AN 9-4953 or WE 5-9238 
for reservations. Donation $1.

I  guess maybe it  is. B u t not me, 
they don’t  call me back and 
sometimes, m ister, I  don’t th in k  
they ever w il l . ’ ”

A bou t a ha lf m illio n  w orkers 
are jobless in Pennsylvania, a l
most double the na tiona l aver
age. A  basic cause, the Times 
reporter explains, is automation. 
“ Bruce A lexander, d is tr ic t staff 
member o f the U nited Steel
w orkers of Am erica in  McKees
port, predicted tha t m any w o rk 
ers w ould  never regain the ir 
jobs.

“  ‘This fe llow  came in  to see 
me,’ M r. A lexander recalled last 
week. ‘He’s got his k ids w ith  
h im  — three of the cutest kids 
you ever saw. A nd he says, ‘I ’m 
down to nothing. I  got no fam 
ily  to help me. I ’m out o f pub lic  
assistance and I  don’t  th in k  I ’m 
ever going to get m y job  back. 
W hat’s going to become o f me?’

“ M r. A lexander lif te d  his 
palms in a gesture of helpless
ness. ‘W ^a t could I  te ll h im ? ’ he 
asked. ‘I  don’t have any answers. 
I t ’s rough . . . We help h im , we 
get h im  food and lik e  that. B u t 
iwe can’t  m islead h im  and te ll 
h im  we can get his job  back fo r 
h im .’ ”

The un ion d id  help some to

From Detroit came this March 
11 New York Times dispatch:

“ Mrs. Charles Lawrence l is t
ened q u ie tly  w h ile  her husband, 
a carpenter, sat in  the liv in g  
room o f his sm all Oak Park 
home and to ld  about his fu t ile  
efforts to get a job.

“ H is unem ploym ent benefits 
had run  out and the im m ediate 
fu tu re  looked grim  fo r a couple 
in  th e ir early th irtie s  w ith  tw o 
children.-

“ Suddenly Mrs. Lawrence, a 
brow nhaired woman w earing a 
p ink  jersey and a b lack sk irt, 
leaned fo rw a rd  and said g rim 
ly :

“  ‘I  th in k  the s itua tion  here 
in  the D e tro it area is ju s t as 
desperate as i f  w e’d been h it  by 
a tornado. I t ’s ju s t as much a 
disaster fo r us i f  we lose our 
house as i f  a tornado struck us 
—  except tha t the kids are safe. 
B u t i f  a tornado h it, the w hole 
coun try ’d be ready to help us.

“  ‘As it  is,’ she continued, ‘the 
b ill collector keeps saying the 
recession is over. For whom , I ’d 
like  to know?’

“  ‘For me,’ M r. Lawrence said, 
‘Its  no recession. I t ’s a depres
sion.’

. . You begin to sense w hat 
has been happening when you 
pass a store on C harlevo ix 
S treet where the featured items 
are smoked hocks at 19 cents a 
pound, neck bones at 15 cents 
and spare ribs at ten cents.

“ A  v is it to the w e lfa re  de
partm ent’s surplus commodities 
d iv is ion at 8300 W oodward pro-

A d v e rtis e m e n t

The United 
Independent 

Socialist Committee
Announces

A  new five-session course by 
Dr. Annette T. Rubinstein

"M ajor Political 
Movements Reflected in 

American Literature"
8-10 p.m. Tuesdays,
A p r il 8 — M ay 26 

Penthouse 10A, 59 W. 71st St. 
New Y o rk  

$5 C on tribu tion  
(students one ha lf) 

United Independent Socialist 
799 Broadway GR 5-9736

vides fu r th e r insight. A  thous
and people a day lin e  up here 
to get th e ir a llo tm ents o f d ry  
m ilk , rice, corn meal, f lo u r  and 
butte r. Last m onth 130,112 got 
surplus food at th is  center and 
154 grocery stores where the 
comm odities are also d is tr ib u 
ted.

“ Robert Feagan, a 38-year-old 
auto w orker, was la id  o ff at 
C hrys le r’s Jefferson p lan t in  
1957. He has a w ife  and three 
ch ildren, and long ago exhaust
ed his unem ploym ent benefits. 
La te ly  'he has been getting  $69 
every tw o  weeks from  w elfare.

“  ‘They te ll me at the p lan t 
there ’s no chance o f ge tting  
back unless a m iracle  happens,’ 
he said. ‘I ’ve been look ing  fo r 
w o rk  a ll over, b u t I  ju s t can’t 
get a job. I  hate being on w e l
fare. I t ’s enough to make a man 
ju m p  in to  the r ive r. B u t r ig h t 
now I ’ve got to see about getting 
some blood. M y w ife ’s expect
ing and I ’m  a fra id  she’s going 
to need some help.’

“ H arvey Sampson, an auto 
w o rke r w ith  12 years sen iority , 
has been getting  $44 a week in  
unem ploym ent compensation 
plus $9.14 in supplem entary u n 
em ploym ent benefits since he 
was1 la id  off last year.

“ He has a w ife  and three ch il- 
d ien  and has to pay $55 a month 
ren t fo r his six-room  flat.

“  ‘We’re not l iv in g ,’ he said, 
‘We’re existing. I f  I  go to an 
em ployer and ask fo r a job, he 
says he doesn’t  w an t to  h ire  me 
because I  have 12 years sen iority

Book Shelf 
Bargains

A ttra c tive  com binations o f 
w o rth w h ile  books —  some 
you w i l l  w an t to add to your 
perm anent lib ra ry , others are 
ju s t enjoyable reading when 
you feel lik e  re lax ing  fo r an 
evening.

(1) “ L ite ra tu re  and Revo
lu tio n ”  by Leon T ro tsky. One 
o f the finest M a rx is t w orks 
on art. $1.98. “ C ha lk  C irc le ”  
and “ The Good W oman of 
Setzuan,”  tw o plays by B e r
to lt Brecht, author of “ The 
Three Penny Opera.”  $1.45. 
Both books for $2.29.

(2) “ The Causes o f W orld  
W ar Three”  by C. W rig h t 
M ills , au thor o f “ W h ite  C ol
la r ’’ and “ The Power E lite .”  
$1.50. “ Forw ard, G u n n e r  
Aseh”  by Hans H e llm u t K irs t, 
h ila rious satire on w artim e 
madnesses o f the German 
M ilita ry  b r a s s .  O rig in a lly  
$3.95. N ow $1.45. Both books 
for $1.95.

(£) “ The H is to ry  of A m e ri
can T ro tsky ism ”  by James P. 
Cannon. A n  absorbing acc
ount o f the struggle to bu ild  
a revo lu tiona ry  socialist party  
in  Am erica. $2. “ S idney H i l l 
m an”  by M atthew  Josephson. 
Contains f a c t u a l  m ate ria l 
about the social-dem ocratic 
labor bureaucrat. O rig in a lly  
$5. N ow  $1.29. Both books for 
$2.29.

(4) “ Labor on the M arch”  
b y  E dw ard  Levinson. S tory 
o f the g row th  o f the CIO. 
O rig in a lly  $3.50. N ow  $1.50. 
“ Sunset and Evening S ta r”  by 
Sean O ’Casey. P a rt o f the 
autobiography o f the Ir ish  
poet and p la yw rig h t. O r ig in 
a lly  $4.75. Now $1.59. Both 
book for $2.19.

Send paym ent • w ith  your 
order.
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New York 3. N.Y.
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Every Test Kills
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The Nobel prize winning 
scientist speaks -out against 
the nuclear bomb tests.

10 cents 
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New York 3, N. Y .

Combination Offer
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of the im peria lis t grip. In  Iraq  the strug 
gle has already passed over to the stage 
of an independent, armed, mass move
m ent of the w o rk ing  class, a movement 
o f revo lu tiona ry  character in  re la tion  to 
the nationa lis t bourgeois A rab  leadership 
in  the M ideast. '

The latest center o f an ti-im peria lism  
is the vast area of A fr ic a  from  the Sahara 
to the Cape of Good Hope where the 
m ovem ent fo r freedom and independence 
is trave ling  w ith  astounding speed tow ard  
a revo lu tion  tha t can un ite  a ll A fr ica  and 
propel the continent tow ard  socialism.

In  W estern Europe the w o rk ing  class 
came out of fou r years of W orld  W ar I I ,  
the horrors o f Nazi occupation and of 
Ita lia n  fascism to enter by the m illions  
in to  the ranks o f the Com m unist and 
Socialist parties in  hope of thus find ing 
revo lu tionary-socia lis t leadership.

S im ultaneously in  England the w o rk 
ing  class, the w ar-w eary m idd le  class, and 
the re tu rn in g  troops voted fo r the social
is t a lte rna tive  to capita lism  by vo ting  the 
Labor P a rty  in to  power w ith  a 70% ma
jo r ity .  The w o rk ing  masses o f Europe and 
G reat B rita in  swung so lid ly  towards those 
parties w h ich  they though t could w in  
socialism.

Repeatedly the European workers 
sought to push these organizations in  the 
d irec tion  of a socialist revo lu tion . The 
S ta lin is t and re fo rm is t policies of the CP 
and SP leadership defeated these socialist 
aspirations.

This gave capita lism  a breather; i t

An Irrepressible Conflict
B u t these successes o f Am erican capi

ta lism  do not rest on firm  foundations. 
The overa ll trend  in  the w orld , w h ich  w i l l  
sooner or la te r catch up w ith  the U n ited  
States, is basically anti-cap ita lis t. The 
w itch -hun t, the  co ld-w ar d ip lom acy, the 
p rosperity  based on spending fo r a nu
clear w ar, are too flim sy, even w ith  the 
support of the labor bureaucracy, to w ith 
stand the m ounting  pressure o f the in te r
nationa l class struggle. {

The signs are unm istakable to t hose 
who are able, or who care, to read them: 
Am erica  is heading fo r a new “ irrepres
sible con flic t”  between tw o  po w e rfu l an
tagonists—labor and capita l. The m y th  of 
endless cap ita lis t p rosperity  is no longer 
believed in  as i t  once was. The deepening 
doubt in  the fu tu re  of capita lism  has been 
fed by the reconversion crisis of the post- 
W orld  W ar I I  period, the sharp recession 
on the eve of the Korean W ar, the even 
sharper recession im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w in g  
the Korean W ar, and the severest reces
sion of a ll in  1957-1958.

Each of these economic crack-ups le ft 
a la rger and more perm anent a rm y of 
unemployed. Each tended to shake the 
labor m ovem ent from  its  le tha rgy  by 
p rope lling  layers of w orkers and unionists 
in to  struggle fo r th e ir  e lem entary r ig h t 
to a job. Each forced the labor offic ia ls to 
go fu rth e r than they wanted to go in  
ra is ing  social and p o lit ica l demands tha t 
co llide  w ith  th e ir  adherence to the capi
ta lis t system and its  tw o -p a rty  structure.

As a resu lt of the latest recession the 
labor o ffic ia ls took the h is to ric  step of

Need for Labor Party
We can say w ith  assurance, therefore, 

th a t in  the next period new and significant 
opportun ities w i l l  open fo r favorable dis
cussion of an independent labor party, a 
p a rty  designed to figh t fo r  the po litica l 
in terests of the w o rk ing  people and th e ir 
a llies among the m inorities.

The emergence of a m ovem ent fo r a 
labor pa rty  w i l l  be the signal fo r a great 
re v iva l of the socialist movem ent in  the 
U n ited  States. Th is is on ly  a prospect, not 
ye t a re a lity , b u t i t  is so im p lic it  in  the 
entire  s itua tion  tha t i t  m ust be taken as 
the basis fo r m apping perspectives.

A  labor p a rty  m ovem ent w i l l  lead to 
the renewal of democracy in  the unions; 
i t  w i l l  b ring  hundreds of thousands of 
w orkers in to  d a ily  po litica l a c tiv ity  in  
th e ir  union locals and neighborhoods.

This is w ha t the Am erican socialist 
movem ent m ust prepare for. This is the 
fie ld in  w h ich  regrouped socialist forces 
w i l l  eventua lly  find some of th e ir most 
im po rtan t lin ks  to the masses. This is the 
prospect tha t gives meaning to the curren t 
e ffo rt at regroupm ent.

A d m itte d ly , the process of regroup
m ent has had lim ite d  results up to now. 
Its  m a jo r achievement has been to break 
down in  some measure the barrie rs  be
tween the bodies of organized socialists 
and to make i t  possible to discuss issues 
and to share experiences. In  add ition  the 
movem ent fo r un ited  independent-socialist

pe rm itted  the re v iva l of cap ita lis t po litica l 
parties; i t  opened the w ay fo r de Gaulle 
and his m ilita r is t and fascist backers.

Despite th is, the basic sections o f the 
in d u s tr ia l w o rk in g  class of France, Bel
g ium , Ita ly , Germ any, G reat B rita in , and 
the rest of Europe w an t to struggle fo r 
socialism. A nd  these wor king-class masses 
stand as a p o w e rfu l b u lw a rk  against the 
w ar plans of Am erican im peria lism .

Here in  the W estern Hemisphere, a 
v ic to rious democratic revo lu tion  in  Cuba, 
at the ve ry  doorstep of Yankee im pe ria l
ism, has moved su ffic ien tly  against the 
landlords, capita lis ts and im peria lis ts , to 
cause the W a ll S treet propaganda machine 
to d isplay fear of a new “ comm unist 

.m enace.”  N ot w ith o u t reason. The Cuban 
revo lu tion  has g iven new v igo r to the 
an ti - im pe ria lis t m ovem ent th roughout 
L a tin  Am erica.

Does anyone re a lly  im agine tha t capi
ta lis t society in  the U n ited  States can 
long rem ain an is land of im p e ria lis t re
action in  an ocean of tu rbu len t, social 
revolution?

L e t us g ran t our cap ita lis t ru le rs  th e ir 
due. They have fough t w ith  a ll th e ir re
sources against the progress of socialist 
revo lu tion  in  the w orld . They have scored 
s ign ificant victories. They have taken 
advantage of every weakness in  the revo l
u tiona ry  camp in  order to reestablish 
bases of cap ita lis t reaction in  W estern 
Europe, Asia and L a tin  Am erica.

A t home they have eroded c iv il l ib 
erties, established an increasing measure 
of though t contro l, and softened the 
unions th rough armaments prosperity.

Asian Public Opinion Disturbed Over Tibet

sum m oning a labor conference in  Wash
ing ton to consider w ha t to do about g iv ing  
leadership to the struggle against unem
ploym ent. For a ll the t im id ity  and down
r ig h t cowardice displayed by the offic ia ls 
in  staging the conference, the  fact tha t 
the unions procla im ed th e ir  d irec t respon
s ib ility  fo r the unemployed and th e ir 
p lig h t is a landm ark in  A m erican  labor 
h is to ry .

Inasmuch as i t  is Am erican capitalism , 
th rough  autom ation and other technologic
al advances, th a t has condemned m illions  
of w orkers to perm anent layoffs, a labor 
movement in  charge of a struggle against 
pauperization w i l l  be compelled to gener
alize its  economic, social and p o litica l 
program  u n t il by its  own logic i t  chal
lenges capita lism  itse lf.

As the w o rk in g  class as a whole fe lt 
the blows of economic recession and an ti
labor aggression, a profound movement 
of the Negro people in  the South fo r  equal 
r igh ts  and freedom  from  racist ru le  has 
reverberated th roughout the country. This 
m ovem ent adds to the increasing strains 
in  the alliance o f the labor o ffic ia ls w ith  
the Dem ocratic Party .

N e ithe r the economic demands of the 
labor m ovem ent nor the demands of the 
Negro people fo r equa lity  can be satisfied 
th rough the cap ita lis t p o lit ica l machine 
of the Dem ocratic P arty. Thus the ve ry  
v ic to ry  of the po licy of the labor bureau
cracy in  the last elections, w h ich  was 
decisive in  g iv in g  the Democrats a big 
m a jo r ity  in  Congress, has served on ly  to 
expose the bankrup tcy  of th is  policy.

electoral action has begun to once again 
popularize among rad ica l workers the 
po licy  o f class-struggle socialism; tha t is, 
genuine independence from  the cap ita lis t 
machines and th e ir  a llies in  the labor 
bureaucracy. L im ite d  as these achieve
ments are, they -represent a necessary 
stage- in  b u ild in g  the p a rty  needed to w in  
socialism fo r Am erica.

We of the Socialist W orkers P a rty  and 
the M ilita n t have never believed in  mes- 
siahs or m iracles. We do not believe in  
w a itin g  fo r  someone else to b rin g  social
ism in  "a p lio film  w rapper. The task of 
bu ild ing  a revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  is unpost- 
ponable. I t  m ust be w orked at w ith  w ha t
ever forces are at hand.

Now, as in  the past, we seek discus
sion, un ited action, regroupm ent. The So
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  has played a key 
role in  th is  process. I t  has demonstrated 
tha t its  p rim a ry  consideration is the in te r
ests of the socialist m ovem ent as a whole.

We believe th a t those in  the rad ica l 
movem ent who w an t to w o rk  most active
ly  in  the h is to ric  task facing us, the task 
of b u ild ing  a Len in is t-type  combat pa rty  
o f socialism in  the U n ited  States, w i l l  find 
th a t they can grea tly  increase th e ir  effec
tiveness by jo in in g  the Socialist W orkers 
P arty. On th is  M ay Day we in v ite  them  
to jo in  our ranks.

,It is in  the active da ily  w o rk  of pa rty  
b u ild in g  tha t socialists can best express 
the socialist hope sym bolized by M ay Day.

By Colvin R. de Silva
(The following article is re 

printed from the A pril 9 Sam 
asamajist, weekly newspaper of 
the Lanka Samasamaja Party 
of Ceylon. Although some of 
the factual material has already 
appeared in the M ilitant, we 
feel that our readers w ill find 
the views of a leading Ceylon
ese Trotskyist on the events in 
Tibet of interest.)

The Tibetan re vo lt has dam 
aged the prestige of the Chinese 
Peoples Republic, especially in 
Asia; bu t i t  is incorrect to com
pare the case of T ibe t w ith  the 
case of Hungary.

T ibe t is acknowledged to be 
w ith in  the te rr ito ry  of the Peo
ples Republic of China. H u n 
gary, d e s p i t e  the Warsaw 
T reaty and its sate llite  s itua 
tion, was and is an independent 
country. Chinese troops are not 
in  T ibe t as fo re ign in te rven 
tion ists in  T ib e t’s in te rna l a f
fa irs : they are there as o f r ig h t 
on the orders o f the state au th
o r ity  w hich has the ru lin g  pow 
er in Tibet. Soviet troops were 
in H ungary as p la in  in te rven
tion ists w ho had been sent in to  
the country fro m  outside in  d i
rect defiance of the expressed 
wishes of the H ungarian gov
ernment. I t  is the difference be
tween the troops of a state op
erating la w fu lly  w ith in  the area 
.of la w fu l a u tho rity  o f tha t state 
and of troops of one state oper
a ting u n la w fu lly  w ith in  the 
area o f la w fu l a u th o rity  of an
other state w ith o u t the perm is
sion or in v ita tio n  of tha t other 
state.

So much fo r  the legalities of 
the m atte r; and insofar as com
parison is sought to be made 
between T ibe t and H ungary, the 
legalities are im portan t. There 
is, however, more to the m at
ter. There is an im portan t d i f 
ference also in  the nature of 
events.

H U N G A R IA N  U PR IS IN G

The H ungarian mass upris ing 
was w h o lly  progressive in  char
acter and revo lu tiona ry  in its 
im plications save in certain fea
tures of the last phase o f its 
development. I t  was an armed 
upris ing of the H ungarian peo
ple, w ith  the w o rk ing  class and 
certa in groups of in te llectua ls 
in  the van. They rose in  con
flic t w ith  and fo r the destruc
tion  o f a grossly oppressive 
bureaucratic regime w hich po l
it ic a lly  endangered the social 
conquests o f the H ungarian 
people and made a m ockery of 
H ungary ’s na tional independ
ence. The upris ing  was aimed 
at the revo lu tiona ry  overthrow’ 
of th is  h indering  p o lit ica l re 
gime as the necessary means 
fo r the H ungarian people to re 
sume th e ir march fo rw ard  to 
socialism. In  other words the 
frustra ted  H ungarian revo lt con
stitu ted  an attem pted po litica l 
revo lu tion  by the onward-press
ing masses against the repres
sive ru lin g  bureaucracy o f a 
workers’ state.

How different is the case of 
Tibet. Although the uprising 
appears to have borne a mass 
character, its leadership is clear
ly  feudal. A t the head of the 
uprising are the lords spiritual 
and temporal of Tibet, namely 
the lamas and their relatives. 
The aim of this leadership is 
manifestly to preserve the old 
social setup which founded their 
former social and political auth
ority; they manifestly resist the 
reforms which have swept over 
the rest of the Peoples Repub
lic of China.

There is also reason to be- 
live  tha t the upris ing  is no t so 
much an upsurge from  below 
as a movem ent instigated and 
organized fro m  abov,e by the 
feudal lords. In  th is feature the 
contrast w ith  H ungary is par
tic u la r ly  strong. The spontane
ity  of the mass upris ing  in  
H ungary was rem arked upon by 
every observer. Every account 
to  hand of the Tibetan upris ing  
leaves a somewhat d iffe ren t 
impression. Even M r. Lukhan- 
wa, a fo rm er T ibetan P rim e 
M in is te r now  in  exile , speaks 
of “ the seventeen po in t agree
ment imposed on the Tibetan 
G overnm ent”  having been “ re 
voked by the T ibetan people 
early th is m onth”  (M arch) and 
of the T ibetan people 'ha v in g  
“ declared th e ir independence 
on M arch 12” (see “ The H in d u ”  
of A p r il 1). This suggests a fo r 
m al or declared beginning or 
in it ia t io n  o f the uprising.

TIB ET'S  IS O LA TIO N

A t the same tim e, as we take 
note o f the above facts, i t  is 
id le  to close our eyes to other 
realities. T ibe t has been geo
graph ica lly  and h is to rica lly  s it
uated on the h ith e rto  inaccess
ib le “ roo f o f the w o rld .”  The 
“ suzera in ty”  w h ich  the p re 
revo lu tiona ry  Chinese state long 
claimed over T i b e t ,  w ha t
ever its legal im plications, nev
er represented a real contro l of 
T ibe t or its people by the fo r
m er Chinese state. W hether 
suzerainty constitutes subord in
ation or not, i t  ce rta in ly  sat 
lig h t ly  on T ibe t and the Tibetan 
people. They ce rta in ly  could 
not have been p a rticu la rly  con
scious o f a loss of independence.

Colvin R. de Silva, one of 
the leaders of the Trotskyist 
Lanka Samasamaja Party of 
Ceylon. A member of parlia
ment, De Silva was one of the 
contingent forcibly carried out 
recently for opposing passage 
of a government-sponsored 
witch-hunt act.

The Tibetans are a distinct 
people and a definable nation
ality. Of this there can be no 
doubt. Further, whatever the 
legal content of suzerainty, the 
statehood of Tibet was undoubt
edly sufficient in history to give 
the Tibetan people nationhood—  
even though that nationhood 
had a feudal and not a capital
ist content. The Tibetans were 
historically a substantially in 
dependent nation, at least until 
recent times.

Im peria lism  brought in te rna 
tiona l po litics to Lhasa. The 
successful th ird  Chinese revo lu 
tion brought T ibe t fo r the firs t 
tim e under a strong and cen
tra lized  Chinese state. A nd  the 
Chinese P e o p l e s  Republic 
b rought the poss ib ility  o f rad ic
al social re fo rm  to T ibe t p rob
ably fo r the firs t tim e  in her 
h istory.

CHINESE PLANS
Le t i t  be said th a t Mao Tse- 

tung ’s governm ent set about its 
T ibetan task w ith  genuine c ir 
cumspection. I t  set itse lf tw o 
p re lim ina ry  tasks in  T ibe t in  
terms of the so-called Seven
teen A rtic le  Agreem ent o f 1951. 
These were the reorganization 
of the Tibetan arm y and the 
re form ation of serfdom. There 
was also set up in  A p r i l  1956 
the Preparatory Committee fo r  
the T ibe t autonomous region.

Thus T ibe t was to have re 
gional autonom y on the basis 
of closer assim ilation to the 
Chinese state. The “ reorganiza
tio n . of the T ibetan A rm y ”  
w ould, of course, have m eant its 
in tegration in to  the s tructure  of 
the arm y o f the Chinese. Peo
ples Republic. The re fo rm  of 
serfdom w ould  have released 
mass energies fo r a struggle 
against the feudalists. Both p ro 
cesses w ould have underm ined 
the p o lit ica l pow er o f T ib e t’s 
trad itiona l ru lin g  class.

The source of feudal resist
ance to the systematization of 
the Chinese Peoples Republic 
in T ib e t is clear from the above; 
and none need waste sympathy 
on the feudalists who have thus 
brought on their own destruc
tion long before even the plan
ned reform could be carried 
out. I t  should be noted that 
Mao's government had actually 
postponed till 1962 the reform  
of serfdom and the reorganiza
tion of the Tibetan army. The 
feudalists have plainly used both 
their social position and their 
control of Tibetan troops to 
launch the armed uprising 
which began on March 10.

A S IA N  O P IN IO N
Nevertheless, Asian opinion in  

pa rticu la r stands d isturbed and

Naked Maja 
Held Unfit for 
U.S. Mails

Does a classic w o rk  of a rt be
come obscene when i t  is rep ro 
duced on a post card? The Post 
Office has ru led  tha t i t  does. 
The Am erican C iv il L iberties 
U nion is now  try in g  to w in  re 
versal o f a Post Office decree 
banning from  the m a il 2,000 
copies o f a color post card re 
production o f the w orld-fam ous 
Goya pa in ting , “ The Naked 
M aja.”

The post cards are pa rt o f a 
prom otion campaign by U nited 
A rtis ts  fo r a film  on the life  of 
the great Spanish painter. A  
hearing on the Post Office decree 
was slated fo r A p r i l  20.

The departm ent apparently 
has a sp lit a ttitude  tow ard  the 
pa in ting. O rig in a lly  the New 
Y ork  Post Office had declared 
tha t i t  w ould  refuse to handle 
copies of newspapers conta in ing 
ads tha t reproduced the nude 
pa in ting. The federal Post Office 
now says i t  never re a lly  had 
banned or found the newspaper 
ad unm ailable. B ut, please, no 
post cards.

perturbed by T ibetan develop
ments. Th is is because the  r ig h t 
of nations to self-determ ination 
is invo lved  in the s ituation.

Asian opinion of a ll shades 
tha t are “ uncom m itted”  regards 
nationhood and national inde
pendence as precious possessions 
to be defended at any cost and 
any risk. Asian opinion, form ed 
in the ve ry  course of Asia ’s s til l 
con tinu ing  struggle fo r  inde
pendence, does npt w o rry  itse lf 
p a rticu la rly  w ith  the character 
o f the social forces tha t are at 
the head o f a nationa l upsurge 
itse lf. I f  the nation as a whole 
goes substantia lly  in to  action in 
an endeavor to establish or 
achieve an independent state, 
Asian op in ion tends to go w ith  
the uprising.

The question fo r uncom m itted 
Asian opin ion in  the case o f  T ibe t 
today is w hether there is indeed 
in  T ibe t a national upris ing  fo r 
achieving nationa l independ
ence. A  revo lt o f the Lamas and 
of the feudal lords generally, 
even i f  they carry some o f the ir 
serfs w ith  them , raises no issue 
of th is character. E very  p ro 
gressive in  Asia w il l  in  such a 
case hope fo r and w ish  fo r  the 
success of the established gov
ernm ent o f the Chinese Peoples 
Republic w h ich  rose to pow er in  
struggle against the feudalists 
themselves amongst other forces. 
B u t i f  T ibe t has indeed w itness
ed a genuine upris ing  o f the 
mass of a nation w ith  the aim  
o f nationa l independence, the 
deep pertu rba tion  o f Asian op
in ion  w il l  stand justified.

Judging from  the news tha t 
has „seeped out, inc lud ing  C h in
ese news releases, there can be 
lit t le  doubt th a t there has been 
a widespread upris ing  in Tibet. 
The Chinese governm ent itse lf 
has spoken o f 20,000 insurgents 
being surrounded in  one area 
alone. Even w om enfo lk in  thou 
sands have jo ined demonstra- 
tions in Lhasa. The o ffic ia l gov
ern ing body o f th is  autonomous 
region has protested against in 
fringem ents o f the Seventeen 
A rtic le  Agreem ent by the C h in 
ese C entra l Government. There 
has also been a fo rm a l declar
ation of independence by  the 
authorities o f th is  autonomous 
area. In  other words, there has

On the same day last week 
that China's Premier Chou 
Eri-lai (above) reiterated in 
Peking that Tibet's Dalai 
Lama had been kidnapped, 
the Dalai Lama declared in  
Tezpur, India, that he had 
fled there of his own free will.

been a mass movem ent fo r  na
tiona l independence even though 
under feudal leadership.

The centra l governm ent’s re 
action to events has been to 
march in troop reinforcem ents 
fro m  China proper, to  dismiss 
the autonomous a u th o rity  and 
to set about v io le n tly  supress- 
ing the upris ing . B u t such a 
course cannot, o f course, d is
pose of the question of the na
tio n ’s aspiration to independ
ence. The task before the C h in 
ese Peoples’ Republic is to w in  
the hearts of the T ibetan peo
ple by m aking th e ir autonom y 
genuine instead of fu r th e r re 
ducing i t  to a shadow and a 
pretence.

A  fina l w ord needs to  be said 
regarding the accusations of im 
pe ria lis t in te rven tion  in  T ibet.

There can be no doubt th a t im 
peria lism  m ust have tr ie d  to 
poke its finger in the p ie; bu t 
the ve ry  s itua tion  in  w h ich  
T ibe t has been since the C h in 
ese Peoples Republic t o o k  
charge precludes im peria lism  
from  being a pow er of any 
m agnitude w ith in  T ib e t’s bo r
ders. The boasts o f Chiang K a i-  
shek in Ta iw an are too em pty 
to w a rran t consideration. The 
a llegation tha t K a lim pong was 
the center o f organization o f 
the rebellion has been disposed 
o f by N ehru who has rid icu led  
the “ espionage”  tha t goes on 
there.

YUG O SLAV COM M ENT
Perhaps the best comm ent on 

the w hole s itua tion  is th a t o f 
the Yugoslav newspaper, Borba. 
This paper, w hich is an organ 
of Yugoslav governm ental op in
ion, is quoted by the in te rn a 
tiona l news agencies to have 
said tha t events in  T ib e t show
ed th a t “ there are serious de
ficiencies in  the na tiona l po licy  
o f the Chinese leadership.”  I t  
added: “ I t  is trag ic and ab
surd th a t reactionary forces 
should have appeared as fig h t
ers fo r  national righ ts . I t  was 
the fo lly  of the Chinese leaders, 
who fa iled  to offer the T ibetan 
people a prospect of free and 
independent development, th a t 
drove them  in to  the embrace of 
a reactionary force.”

Borba would appear to for
mulate both the views and the 
perspective of u n c o m m i t 
ted Asian opinion. What is re
quired is not simply the m ilit
ary suppression of a feudalist- 
led rebellion but the reorgani
zation of the Chinese govern
ment's policy so as to bring it  
into closer accord with the na
tional aspiration of the Tibetan 
masses.

It  is essential to make Tibet's 
autonomy real instead of fu r
ther reducing it to a shadow 
and a pretense.

W HO IS  HE K ID D IN G ?
Form er President H a rry  S. 

Trum an, whose adm in is tra tion  
started the w itch -h u n t fo r  “ sub
versives,”  to ld  an A p r i l  8 U C LA  
m eeting th a t he is opposed to 
“ w itch-hun te rs .”

Headlines in Other Lands
French A rm y Shells 
Tunisian Village

On A p r il 15 French a rt il le ry  
in  A lge ria  fired across the bor
der in to  the Tunis ian v illage  of 
Bou Jaber fo r  fo u r hours. The 
Tunisian governm ent has filed 
another protest. The French 
arm y has engaged in  s im ila r 
vio la tions of Tunis ian te rr ito ry  
in  the past as reprisa l fo r  T u n i
sians’ alleged aid to  A lge rian  
freedom fighters. The most flag
ra n t and murderous instance 
took place a l it t le  more than a 
year ago — Feb 8, 1958 —  when 
French planes (furn ished by the 
U.S.) poured bombs, rockets and 
machine-gun bulle ts in to  the 
undefended Tunis ian tow n  of 
Sakiet-S id i-Youseff.

British Furious 
A t  U.S. Militarists  
O ver Berlin Flights

From  T ory to Labor, the 
B ritish  press exploded last week 
w ith  angry artic les and e d ito r
ials ag&inst the Pentagon fo r 
p rovoking  a ir incidents w ith  
the Soviet A ir  Force by h igh- 
a ltitude  flights to B e rlin . A ll  
indications are th a t Eisenhower 
had given the B ritis h  govern
m ent assurances th a t no more 
such incidents w ou ld  be p ro 
voked in the period preceding 
the coming conference of F o r
eign M in isters. The B ritish  
press unanim ously regarded the 
A p r i l  15 U.S. A ir  Force flig h t 
above the 10,000-foot lane to 
B e rlin  as defiance of Eisenhower

 by the U.S. m ilita ry  w ith  in 
ten t to ho t up the cold war.

Some B ritis h  headlines and 
comments were: “ Generals Defy 
Ike  A ga in ”  (D a ily  M irro r.)

“ The question being an g rily  
asked in  [B r it is h ] m in is te ria l 
circles was: who runs Am erican 
fore ign po licy— the State De
partm ent or the generals?” 
(D a ily  Express.)

“ The Pentagon seems to have 
continued to ca ll the tune. 
W hat causes anx ie ty  among ob
servers in  London and else
where is the poss ib ility  th a t the 
Pentagon . . . may now  decide 
th a t ye t fu r th e r risks can be 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  taken.”  (The 
Times.)

“ A  tr iu m p h  fo r the Am erican 
generals over the c iv il  au thor
ities in  W ashington”  and “ a 
slap in the face fo r  the B ritish  
governm ent.”  (Reynolds News.) 
The Sunday Express called fo r 
Eisenhower’s resignation since 
he could no longer restra in  the 
brass hats.

In  Parliam ent, Laborite  M P 
H aro ld  Davies, w ho last year 
made a speaking to u r in  the 
U.S., declared; “ I f  the U.S. gov-

em m ent does not give us fu l l  
assurances th a t these threats of 
w a r áre repudiated and the gen
erals kep t under contro l, then 
the w hole po licy  o f a llow ing  
Am erican bases in  B r ita in  must 
be reviewed.”  The B ritish  peo
ple “ must understand tha t hav
ing com m itted our soil to  U.S. 
bombers and missiles, we should 
be one of the firs t v ic tim s”  of 
a war.

The w e ll-ke p t U.S. press 
breathed h a rd ly  a m u rm u r of 
dissent over the A ir  Force’s 
p rovoking  o f incidents and the 
im p lications about w ho runs 
the show in  W ashington. U.S. 
readers learned about i t  on ly  
from  those few  papers w hich 
carried dispatches fro m  London 
describing the B ritis h  outburst.

S. Africa Regime's 
"Treason" Trial 
Hits A nother Snag

The mass fram e-up of op
ponents of apartheid in  the 
U nion o f South A fr ica  suffered 
another setback on A p r i l  20 
when a three-judge court quash
ed the ind ic tm ent o f 61 defen
dants. The tr ia l o f another 30 
has been postponed. Prosecution 
began in  1956. The 61 dismissed 
may be re-indicted.

Haitian Dictator 
Waylays Corpse

Police in  Port-au-P rince, cap
ita l o f H a iti, shanghaied the 
hearse in  w h ich  the body of 
C lem ent Jum elle, a fo rm er pres
iden tia l candidate and opponent 
o f the present d ictatorship, was 
being taken to the cemetery. 
The hearse was d riven  to a 
tow n 45 miles away from  the 
capita l. When the new place of 
in te rm en t was learned, thous
ands o f people gathered at the 
church in  th a t town.

To avoid such a demonstra
tion  fo r a dead enemy of the 
regime, police bypassed the 
church and buried Jum elle 
w ith o u t re lig ious ceremonies. 
Jum elle  had been in  h id ing  fo r 
21 m onths when he became i l l  
and sought asylum  a t the Cuban 
embassy on A p r i l  7. He died 
there a few  days la ter.

O ther ind ications o f grow ing 
opposition to the regime include 
a recent s tr ike  th rea t by the 
coun try ’s s c h o o l  teachers. 
Shouting “ com m unist p lo t,”  the 
governm ent c l o s e d  P ort-au- 
P rince ’s largest school and a r
rested the p rinc ipa l who is the 
un ion ’s national president. B u t 
48 hours la te r d ic ta to r D uva lie r 
though t i t  w iser to release h im , 
reopen his school and grant* the 
un ion ’s demands.

Jomo Kenyatta  
O ut of Prison 
But Still N ot Free

Jomo K enya tta  and fo u r other 
leaders of the A fr ica n  people 
o f Kenya emerged fro m  prison 
on A p r i l  14 a fte r serving five  
years. They are not, however, 
free bu t under a fo rm  o f a r
rest w h ich  confines them  to the 
most inaccessible section of
Kenya, a vast vo lcanic desert.

For the next tw o years they 
must live  at Lodw ar in  houses 
designated by the authorities. 
They must report d a ily  to  the
police and be in  th e ir  houses
by 7 p.m. T he ir m a il w i l l  be 
censored and they can be seen 
by v is ito rs  from  other parts o f 
Kenya or abroad on ly i f  the
d i s t r i c t  commissioner gives 
w ritte n  approval.

Kenyatta , president o f the 
100,000-member Kenya A frica n  
Union, and the others were 
fram ed in  1952 as “ heads o f the 
Mau M au.”  R. W. M acharia, key 
governm ent w itness at tha t 
tr ia l, recently  confessed p u b lic ly  
tha t he had lied fo r bribes o f
fered h im  by the prosecutors. 
He was q u ick ly  sent to prison, 
not fo r  his pa rt in  the fram e-up 
bu t because, as a governm ent 
in fo rm er, he was g iv in g  away 
professional secrets. The 1952 
tr ia l fac ilita ted  the smashing of 
the Kenya A frica n  U nion, as 
the B ritish  have smashed a ll 
other na tive  p o lit ica l organiza
tions in  K enya ’s h istory.

W hether the so-called M au 
M au tru ly  was a m ovem ent to 
d rive  the B ritis h  ou t of the 
colony or a B ritis h  propaganda 
inven tion  is s t i l l  not clear. On 
the basis of m urders o f about a 
dozen w h ite  people (inc lud ing  
storekeepers k ille d  in  holdups) 
the B ritis h  alleged a vast a n ti
w h ite  conspiracy and began a 
re ign of te rro r against the K i 
kuyu  people, the largest and 
most p o lit ic a lly  active A fricans 
o f Kenya.

M any believe th a t the M au 
Mau Only embraced a n ti-w h ite  
te rro rism  in  re ta lia tion . A t  any 
event, in  the course o f the c iv il 
war, whose emergency laws 
exist to  th is  day, on ly  a few  
score w hites were k ille d  w h ile  
thousands of A fricans were 
k illed , to rtu red  and herded in to  
concentration camps.

Despite these repressions a 
new p o lit ica l and trade-un ion 
m ovem ent o f the A frica n  people 
in Kenya has begun to grow. 
One of its  leading spokesmen, 
Tom Mboya, now  tou ring  the 
U.S., recently w ent to  London 
and appealed to the B ritis h  gov
ernm ent to investigate the 1952 
tr ia l o f Kenyatta . Mboya stated 
th a t unless th is  were done the 
B ritis h  . courts in  the colony 
w ou ld  stand discredited.



W hat Jobless Say 
In Philadelphia
Editor:

Unem ployed w orkers in  P h il
adelphia lik e  the M ilita n t. We 
have been selling the paper reg
u la r ly  each week at local com
pensation offices. O ur highest 
sale was 39 papers in  an hour 
and we have been averaging 23 
copies an hour.

H aving been a M ilita n t sales
man fo r 21 years or better, th is 
past m onth ’s w ork  leads me to 
believe tha t socialism has be
come more than a w ord to 
workers. Some th in k in g  on its 
meaning has been tak ing  place 
in the minds of workers.

Buyers of the paper are 
p re tty  evenly d ivided among 
w h ite  and Negro, men and 
women, the young, m iddle-aged 
and older workers.

One th in g ’s fo r sure —  they 
don’t  w an t a re tu rn  to the 
th irties . One man, 41 years old, 
said, “ I  keep getting  to ld I ’m 
too old fo r  a job. M y three- 
year-o ld k id  doesn’t believe it. 
W hat am I  going to do, blow  
up?”

One woman, aged 29, w ith  
three ch ildren, her check ru n 
n ing out and her husband, sick 
fo u r years, asked, “ W hat am I 
to  do? W e don’t w ant re lie f." 
She bought a M ilita n t.

One m an’s response to the 
idea of the unions organizing 
the unemployed: “ They better 
do something soon or unions 
w il l  rea lly  get busted.”

The sales response and the 
conversations rea lly  convinced 
me the socialist movement is 
going to s ta rt grow ing again.

P. S.
Philadelphia

Has U.S. A lready  
Bombed Itself?
Editor:

Looks l ik ^  things are shaping 
up fast now. R igh t here in 
Coleman County, three banks 
reported a $1 1/2 m illio n  increase 
in deposits, w hich a few  capi
ta lists control. A nd  the tow n is 
lay ing  o ff c i t y . employes and 
cu tting  laborers pay. Me and 
my fa m ily  are suffering the re
sults. M y shop barely supports 
us.

We are having the worst 
d rought down here in h istory. 
I  have lived  here a ll m y life  
and have seen noth ing like  it  
before. Has the U.S. already 
bombed itself? W ould the capi
ta lists com m it suicide as w ell 
as murder?

J. C.
Coleman, Texas

W ants Members 
To Oust Fakers 
From Leadership
Editor:

Some of our friends feel tha t 
capita lists are try in g  to destroy 
unions. M y experience is tha t 
these faker-ridden  concerns are 
the main bu lw ark ' o f capitalism.

In Tom K e rry ’s report o f the 
recent A FL-C IO  unemployment 
conference in Washington we 
see how labor is again balked 
by the fakers. There is but one 
explanation, union members 
are betrayed by those they 
trust. W hy can’t union members' 
see this?

The A F L -C IO  now can do 
noth ing fo r labor and know 
they can do nothing. This p ro 
cap ita lis t combine is not a la 
bor union— m erely an in s titu 
tion  tha t collects per capita tax. 
W hy should capita lism  destroy 
its ■ main defense against labor?

The A F L -C IO  was not o r
ganized by labor, but by the 
agents of the employers — the 
labor fakers. The experience in 
the last w ar should have made 
th is clear to a ll. The capita lists 
need the labor-herd ing unions 
to contro l labor in  w artim e.

E.H.
New Jersey

"Lied Us into a War"
By Milton Alvin

A dispute among U.S. sen
ators has developed around the 
questioning of Clare Booth Luce 
in  connection with her appoint
ment to the post of ambassador 
to Brazil. Democratic senators 
on the Foreign Relations Com
mittee are accused by Republi
cans of haying a political "field 
day" because they asked Mrs. 
Luce about a campaign speech 
she made back in 1944 in which 
she charged that Pres. Roosevelt 
"lied us into a war."

Since I  was one of those who 
became in v o lu n ta r ily  m ixed up 
in  the Second W orld  W ar, along 
\V ith m illions  of others, I  th in k  
I  have a r ig h t to enter th is 
scuffle in  an a ttem pt to set the 
record straight.

Thé problem  is rea lly  not 
w he ther th is or tha t senator 
acted properly  or no t in  ques
tion ing  Mrs. Luce. She long ago 
“ atoned”  fo r her sin in  ca lling 
Roosevelt a l ia r  by supporting 
the w ar w hich she charged he 
lied  us into.

The real question is th is: D id 
Roosevelt get us in to  the w ar 
unavo idab ly in  defending the 
country from  an unexpected 
and unprovoked attack, as he 
claimed at the tim e, o r d id he 
lie  us in to  it, as Mrs. Luce, 
among others thought?

Roosevelt arid his partisans, 
inc lud ing  those who have b u ilt  
a cu lt around his name since 
his death, p ic tu re  Am erica ’s en
t r y  in to  the w ar as a justified  
reaction to German and Japan
ese aggression and a defense of 
“ democracy against fascism.” 
These people advertised the w ar 
as one fo r freedom ; freedom 
from  fear, from  want, etc.

Since the end of the w ar, 
many books o f the now -it-can- 
be-told va rie ty  have been pub
lished by figures high in the 
Roosevelt adm in istra tion. They 
show c learly  enough tha t in  the 
years im m edia te ly  preceding 
Am erica ’s en try  in to  the war, 
Roosevelt 'c leve rly  took one 
step a fte r another to provoke an 
actual a ttack upon Am erican 
te r r ito ry  so tha t he could pose 
as an u n w illin g  bu t necessary 
pa rtic ipan t in  the struggle.

Roosevelt’s aid to England 
from  1939 to 1941 was designed 
to get H it le r  to declare tha t the 
U nited States was an actual 
a lly  of the B ritish ; his measures 
against the Japanese, up to and 
inc lud ing  an embargo upon tha t 
country, were w a rlike  acts de
signed to provoke an attack, 
w hich, when i t  came, was w e l
comed by Roosevelt p riva te ly  
w h ile  he denounced i t  pub lic ly  
as “ a day of in fam y.”

L ike  his predecessor, Wood
row W ilson, who was elected 
president in  1916 on the slogan 
tha t “ he kept us out of w a r”  
(W orld  W ar I), Roosevelt won 
a th ird  term  in  1940 la rge ly  on 
the conviction he had fostered 
among the people tha t somehow 
or o ther he w ould  avoid in v o lv 
ing Am erica in  the struggle 
tha t had already started. He 
had answered the w ar fears of 
the Am erican people w ith  a 
specific promise du ring  his 
campaign never to send A m e ri
can boys to die on fore ign 
battlefields.

In  both cases, the promises 
turned out to be campaign 
propaganda. Once elected, W il
son took only a fe w  months to 
get Am erica in to  W orld  W ar I. 
Roosevelt took a l it t le  longer, 
firs t because of the widespread 
an tiw a r sentim ent in America, 
and second because Germany 
and Japan tr ied  not to provoke 
the U nited States in to  entering 
the struggle u n til they had con
solidated the gains made in the 
early pa rt of the hostilities. I t  
was not u n til the Japanese a t
tack on Pearl H arbor tha t 
Roosevelt fe lt  he had a plaus
ib le excuse fo r breaking his 
campaign promise.

H ELPED FRANCO
Roosevelt’s record before the 

w ar as a figh te r against fascism 
was not very good. When c iv il 
w ar broke out in Spain in  1936, 
he had Congress pass the so- 
called N e u tra lity  Act, the effect 
of which was to prevent the 
lega lly  elected governm ent from  
buying arms in Am erica to de
fend itse lf against Franco. The 
Spanish governm ent was forced

to tu rn  to. S ta lin  fo r arm s.-The 
la tte r supplied some of the wea
pons it needed fo r cash, and, as 
one result, the policies advocat
ed by the Com m unist P arty  of 
Spain became dom inant in the 
governm nt. These policies re 
strained the na tura l desires of 
the Spanish w orkers and peas
ants to nationalize industry  and 
to d iv ide  the land. The “ suc
cesses”  of the Loya lis t govern
ment in  keeping republican 
Spain safely in cap ita lis t chan
nels gave these masses noth ing 
much to figh t fo r and sealed the 
doom of the w a r against the 
fascists.

Roosevelt’s N e u tra lity  A ct 
helped bu ild  up the prestige 
and influence o f S ta lin ism  in 
Spain, a lthough he may not 
have intended i t  tha t way. A fte r 
the c iv il w ar ended w ith  a v ic 
to ry  fo r fascism, Roosevelt had 
the N e u tra lity  A ct repealed so 
tha t he could fu rn ish  arms to 
England, his fu tu re  a lly  in  
W orld W ar II.

When Trum an donned Roose
ve lt’s m antle, he carried out the 
la tte r ’s policies to th e ir logical 
conclusion. The “ Four Free
doms”  fo r w hich Roosevelt had 
alleged he was figh ting , and 
w h ich  he stopped ta lk in g  about 
even before a ll the shooting had 
ended, were now completely 
junked. The most reactionary 
dictators such as Franco, Chiang 
Kai-shek and Syngman Rhee 
became beneficiaries o f T ru 
man’s and E isenhower’s support.

I t  became clear th a t Roose
ve lt engineered the U nited 
States in to  W orld  W ar II ,  not to 

.battle  fo r freedom against ty 
ranny, as he claimed, bu t to 
settle the question among r iv a l 
im peria lis t powers of who was 
to ru le  the cap ita lis t w orld.

Taking  a d ip lom atic  approach 
to the Democratic senators 
whose votes she needs fo r con
firm ation  as ambassador, M r s. 
Luce now says tha t her 1944 
language was “ intem perate.”  
B u t w hether she said i t  in  in 
temperate language or (not, she 
was on ly sta ting a fact when 
she said tha t Roosevelt “ lied  us 
in to  a w ar.”
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N.Y. Welcome 
Party Honors 
Dr. Rubinstein

NEW  YORK, April 20 — Two 
hundred people welcomed Dr. 
Annette T. Rubinstein home at 
a reception here last night. A u
thor, critic and 1958 Indepen
dent-Socialist candidate for Lt. 
Governor of New York, Dr. Ru
binstein returned recently from  
a national lecture lour.

A fte r H oward da S ilva, who 
has been touring  in “ The W orld 
of Sholom A le ichem ,”  gave a 
recita tion from  one of the works 
of the famed Y idd ish w rite r. 
Poet Eve M erriam  read a poem 
w ritte n  in  honor of Dr. R ub in 
stein’s fo r ty -n in th  b i r t h d a y ,  
w hich she celebrated A p r il 12.

Dr. H oward Selsam, form er 
d irector o f the Jefferson School, 
recalled Dr. R ubinste in ’s w ork  
as p rinc ipa l o f the Robert Louis 
Stevenson School. John T. M c
Manus, general manager of the 
N ational Guardian, presided.

LOOKS TO YO U TH

Dr. Rubinstein described some 
o f her experiences du ring  the 
tour. Just before leaving New 
Y ork, she said, she had attended 
two meetings supported by ra d i
cals w hich were m arked by an 
absence of young people. In  
o ther areas she found that th is 
was no t the case where groups 
are function ing  on an open and 
d irect socialist basis. She strong
ly  urged a united socialist 1960 
Presidentia l campaign to help 
w in  more youth to the socialist 
cause.

Eve M erriam ’s tr ibu te , “ On 
the Great A p r il B irthday  T ra d i
tion, From Shakespeare to A . T. 
R..”  expressed the s p ir it o f the 
gathering:

That golden energy that drives 
the sun,

tha t force in fo rm ing  m a tte r’s 
leap and flow, 

those magic magnet tides that 
trend the sea: 

how do the ir powers obtain, and 
how are they never done?

Science strives to solve the 
m ystery, 

and undiscovers secrets long and 
slow.

There is no m ystery fo r us who 
know

to call tha t nature by its own 
true  name.

One m igh ty  source we » 
confidently cla im : 

the greatest generators a ll are 
met;

and recreate anew, in  you 
Annette.

“Ir ra d ia te d  f o r  Your H e a lth

Textile Workers Battle 
Cops and Scabs Again

S trik in g  te x tile  w orkers in Henderson, N orth  Carolina, 
are again b a ttlin g  strikebreakers and scab-herding state 
cops fo llo w in g  acceptance of a “ se ttlem ent”  w h ich  in  one 
day brought a doublecross

On Sunday A p r il 20, the 1,000 
members of A FL-C IO  T extile  
W orkers Union Locals 578 and 
584 voted by a large m a jo rity  
to accept the settlem ent o f the ir 
five-m onth strike  against the 
Henderson and H a rrie t Cotton 
M ills . The settlem ent had been 
worked out in Gov. Lu the r 
Hodges’ office and was recom
mended by TW U A  officials.

B u t on Monday i t  q u ick ly  be
came apparent that, w h ile  the 
few  local scabs and the large 
numbers of im ported s tr ike 
breakers were being kept on, 
few  union men were being re 
employed. A t th is po in t the 
union rank and file  revolted and 
union offic ia ls refused to sign 
the agreed-on contract. The 
strikers and sym pathetic towns
people poured out to besiege the 
m ills.

The few  union men who had 
been reh ired qu ick ly  got out of 
the plants and the scabs had to 
spend the whole n igh t inside 
u n til Gov. Hodges could rush 
back enough state troopers to 
escort them out the next m orn
ing.

The Henderson m ills  have 
been organized since 1943. When 
the contract exp ired last No
vember the union offered to re 
new it  w ith o u t changes, the 
company refused.

NO JUSTICE FOR POOR
A  national lawyers committee 

says 30 to 60 per cent of c r im 
inal court defendants lack the 
money to pay fo r th e ir defense 
and tha t not a single state has 
a fu l ly  adequate system to p ro 
vide free defense when needed.

Steelworkers Prepare 
New Contract Demands

OFF-STAGE W ISD O M  —  Representing
A c to r’s E qu ity , actress T a llu lah  Bankhead
testified before the House Ways and Means
Committee A p r il 13 in  support of federal
standards fo r unem ploym ent compensation. As
an aid to actors and others, she urged tha t
w o rk  perform ed in one state count toward
unem ploym ent benefits in  another state. Actors
need unem ploym ent protection, she pointed
out, because they are out of w o rk  so often.
Maybe they shouldn 't be actors. But, she told
to ld  the comm ittee members, “ Maybe you
shou ldn 't be elected to Congress, who knows?”  

*  *  *

THE HOUSE WE L IV E  IN  —  A t the end
o f 1956, ten per cent of the dw e lling  un its  in
New Y ork  were e ither d ilapidated or lacked at
least one basic p lum bing fa c ility , according to
a new Census Bureau study.

*  *  »

ON THE G R A VY T R A IN  — Rep. Gordon 
L. McDonough (R -C alif.) has had his w ife  and 
fo u r sons on the House of Representatives pay
ro ll a t various times over the past 13 years. 
They drew  a to ta l o f $122,025 in pay. Three 
of the sons are now w e ll situated in  p riva te  
industry  and the fou rth  lias a job  w ith  the 
Federal Communications Commission draw ing 
$14,190 a year. The Congressman’s w ife  is 
cu rren tly  co llecting $10,041 a year as a mem
ber of his office staff. Awed capita l reporters 
say the McDonough's may have set a record
fo r  Congressional nepotism.

*  *  *

KEEP M O V IN G  —  I f  you w ant to  buy as 
much today as you d id  in  1939 you have to 
get out and earn $12 fo r  every $5 you earned 
then, according to National Indus tria l C onfer
ence Board figures issued A p r il 14.

*  *  *  v
A BAD JOKE —  In part of South C arolina

Negroes are a fra id  to ta lk  “ above a w h isper” 
about voting, testified the Rev. I. D. Newman 
before the Senate C onstitu tiona l Rights sub
comm ittee A p r il 16. The Rev. Newman, presi
dent of the state N AAC P, said tha t the 1957 
federal c iv il righ ts lctw was “ a joke ”  in  the 
state.

*  *  *

BIG BUSINESS HOLDS LEASH — “ The 
union leaders have succceded in p u tting  the ir 
name plate on our collar. B u t w h a t the union 
leaders are find ing  out is tha t th e ir name on 
a co lla r doesn't necessarily mean they hold 
the leash,” ’ a leading Congressional Democrat
to ld  Business Week A p r il 18.

*  *  *

W H A T W IL L  TH EY T H IN K  OF NEXT?
—  The General Am erican Transportation Corp. 
of Chicago wanted its welders to take lie  de
tector tests to a ffirm  the correctness of th e ir 
p iece-work records. Those who refused to take 
the test and those who flunked i t  w ould  get a 
reduced rate. The U nited S teelworkers took it 
to a rb itra tion  and the company plan was vetoed.

•  •  •

BELAFONTE'S NEW LAN DLO RD  — S ing
er H a rry  Belafonte fin a lly  got an apartm ent 
on West End Avenue in New Y ork  some 
months ago a fte r w ide newspaper p u b lic ity  
about refusals of w h ite  landlords to ren t to 
him . Last week he was prevented from  appear
ing on Edward R. M u rro w ’s T V  show, “ Per
son to Person,”  when his new landlord re 
fused perm ission fo r  the necessary television 
equipm ent to be brought in to  the bu ild ing . 
Belafonte was one of 12 tenants who signed 
a pe tition  protesting the land lo rd ’s plan to 
convert m anua lly  operated elevators to self- 
service. In  a le tte r to CBS officials, the b u ild 
ing agent said permission was- being denied 
due to Belafonte’s “ a ttitude .”

By Frank Powers
In  face of cries of "inflation" 

from the capitalist press and a 
Republican - Democratic attack 
upon the labor movement, lead
ers of the United Steelworkers 
of America are preparing to pre
sent new contract demands to 
the steel corporations May 5. 
Over these negotiations hangs 
the real threat of a strike when 
the current three-year contract 
expires June 30.

The opening gun in these ne
gotiations w il l  be fired A p r il 30 
and May 1, when the 170-man 
Wage Policy Com m ittee o f the 
S teelworkers meets in  New 
Y ork  to w o rk  ou t contract p ro 
posals. These w il l  then be pre
sented to the corporations by the 
In te rna tiona l un ion ’s negotiating 
comm ittee headed by Pres. David

 J. McDonald.
Thus fa r the In te rna tiona l has 

g iven l it t le  ind ica tion  of ju s t 
w hat demands w il l  be presented. 
McDonald has spoken about 
“ substantial wage increases”  but 
no specific figure has been m en
tioned. The S tee lw orker’s re 
search departm ent has come up 
w ith  statistics on decreasing em
p loym ent in steel in  the face of 
increased production, bu t the 
on ly  proposal McDonald has 
made on spreading em ploym ent 
is his much public ized demand 
fo r a three-m onths Vacation fo r 
steelworkers every five years.

While this may make some 
old-timers in the mills happy 
the proposal does not even be
gin to tackle the problem of 
technological layoffs.

C learly  the in te rna tiona l is 
aw a iting  the results o f the Wage 
Policy Committee meetings be
fore announcing its contract de
mands. Though the Committee 
has no clear a u tho rity  under the 
S tee lw orker’s constitu tion e ither 
to w ork out contract demands or 
to approve the results of nego
tiations, i t  tra d itio n a lly  does 
both.

This ro le results from  the need 
o f the heavily  bureaucratized 
union apparatus to get a pipe
line  to the rank  and file  steel
w orker. The Wage Policy Com-

m ittee members present to the 
In te rna tiona l the demands of 
the w orkers in  the shops and act 
as a sounding board fo r M c
D onald’s proposals.

T rad itiona lly , too, the Wage 
Policy Committee w il l  go much 
fu rth e r in  its demands than M c
Donald. Com m ittee meetings o f
fe r one of the few  avenues fo r 
rank and file  expression. The 
170-man delegation is composed 
o f w orkers from  the plants, who 
are elected to the WPC a t the 
various D is tric t Conferences of 
the In te rnationa l.

W hile  approval of the M c
Donald machine is a practical 
necessity in  getting elected, the 
members o f the Committee have 
to w ork under the same condi
tions as th e ir fe llow  w orkers 
and m ust reta in the ir status in 
the ir home locals to stay in  o f
fice. They, therefore, come to the 
meetings o f the WPC armed 
w ith  resolutions from  the ir lo 
cals, demands from  D is tr ic t Conferences

 and are often backed by 
letters from  the various locals 
in the ir d is tric t. They must ex
p lain to the members back home 
how and w hy local demands got 
lost in  the shuffle.

In  the past, M cDonald’s a t
titude  tow ard the Wage Policy 
Committee has been one of i l l -  
disguised contempt. He called 
the 1956 session o f the Com
m ittee “ Operation Sound-Off,”  

,thereby g iv ing  the elected rep
resentatives of the union the 
r ig h t to make noises w h ile  ap
pointed offic ia ls w orked out 
policy.

This year, however, with the 
steelworkers smarting u n d e r  
three years of unrestrained 
company domination, the elim i
nation of' jobs, and deteriora
tion of working conditions and 
pay rates, the Committee mem
bers w ill be leary about bring
ing home contract proposals that 
arc too much at variance with 
the demands of the members. 
McDonald w ill have to show 
more respect for the needs of 
the workers in the mills or face 
a rank-and-file revolt.

Moreover, the governm ent of-

fensive against the unions, un 
der Republican and Democratic 
auspices, makes steelworkers 
cautious, not inclined to enthus
iasm for a program lim ite d  to a 
few  fr inge  benefits. W hat the 
steelworkers rea lly  v/ant is a set. 
tlem cnt of grievances th a t have 
accumulated th roughout the in 
dustry and a solution to the 
problems resu lting from  auto
m ation and mechanization.

200,000 JOBLESS

A bout 200,000 steelworkers are 
w a lk ing  the streets as produc
tion nears fu l l  capacity. This no t 
on ly  means layoffs, bu t under 
the sen iority  setup, a reduction 
in pay fo r almost every w orker 
w ith  less than 25 years seniority. 
Technological changes (many 
fic titious) are used by the com
panies to a lte r wage rates, de
stroy w o rk ing  conditions, and 
dictate a speed-up.

The Steelworkers’ contract ne
gotiated in  1956, w ith  its “ P h ila 
delphia la w ye r’s”  language and 
its cumbersome five-step griev- 
arce procedure offers l it t le  de
fense against a ll this. Across the 
land thousands of grievances in 
various stages of development 
are on the road to the ash can 
unless positive' changes are 
made in the contract.

The Wage Policy Committee 
w il l  do its du ty  by the ranks i f  
i t  raises and fights fo r tw o de
mands: (1) A ll grievances now 
pending to be settled on behalf 
o f the union; (2) A  shorter w ork  
week, 30-hours w ork  at 40-hours 
pay.

I f  e ither o f these demands 
comes out of the Committee ses
sions, the rank-and-file  steel
w orker w il l  be w illin g  to take 
on the corporations and the ir 
stooges in government, and re 
cord the greatest v ic to ry  in the 
h is to ry  of the steel union.

Union Members 
Suggest Ways 
To Spread Jobs

A  “ su rp ris ing ”  num ber of members of the O il, Chem
ical and A tom ic  W orkers In te rna tion a l U nion A F L -C IO) 
favor a planned economy fo r the U nited  States. This was 
revealed in a po ll on unem-
ploym ent taken by the un ion ’s 
newspaper, U nion News. A  ba l
lo t p rin ted  in  its M arch 23 ed
ition  asked fo r answers on 
“ How I  W ould Cure U nem ploy
ment.”

A lte rna tives on the ba llo t 
were: (1) take no action; le t 
the norm al activ ities  o f busi
ness and industry  g radua lly  ex
pand and restore fu l l  em ploy
ment. .

(2) Push fo r  h igher wages, to 
provide more purchasing power 
fo r the greater volum e of goods 
new equipm ent can produce.

(3) Shorten the w o rk  week, 
even i f  th is  requires a reduc
tion  in take-home pay, in  order 
to spread the w o rk  among all.

(4) Step up g o v e r n m e n t  
s p e n d i n g on pub lic  w orks 
(schools, highways, reclam ation 
projects, etc.) to  provide jobs 
and pu t more money in to  c ir 
culation.

(5) Require earlie r re tirem ent 
of o lder men, to make room in 
industry  fo r unemployed young
er men.

(6) Make overtim e excessively 
expensive, so employers w ould  
expand w ork  forces and not de
pend on overtim e w ork.

(7) Ins titu te  a planned econ
omy, in  w hich governm ent 
w ould determ ine how much of 
each product w ould  be made, 
how many people employed in 
each p lant and industry , etc.

“ That some concrete action 
m ust be taken was emphasized 
by the fact tha t as o f press tim e 
on ly three lone ly ballo ts had 
come in  m arked fo r No. 1 
‘Take no action,’ ”  reported the 
paper.

Replies pouring in  /f ro m  all 
over the coun try  indicated tha t 
point No. 5 on ea rlie r re tire 
m ent fo r o lder workers, “ was 
by fa r the firs t choice o f those 
sending in ballots, th is  .sugges
tion  w inn ing  almost as many 
votes as a ll the other- a lte rna
tives combined.”

Second choice was equally 
d iv ided between N o. 3, “ a 
shorter w o rk  week,”  and No. 6, 
“ to make overtim e p ro h ib itive 
ly  expensive.”

Finally, the editors noted, "A  
surprisingly solid bloc of votes 
was cast for a planned economy 
for the nation."

A  space on the ba llo t was 
le ft fo r  “ other solutions.”  Union 
News hopes to p r in t a ll the le t
ters conta in ing “ fu r th e r sugges
tions as to how  best to p u t the 
nearly 5,000,000 jobless back to 
w ork  . . .

-------------------------------------- r
N.Y. Printers Seek 
30-Hour Week and 
$30 Pay Increase

U nion prin te rs  on N e w  
Y o rk ’s ten m ajor da ily  news-.? 
papers are pressing fo r a 30-,' 
hour week and a $30 pay 
hike. The magnates o f the-, 
l u c r a t i v e  advertis ing a nd i 
scandal - mongering r a c k e t s  
have offered $7 and continu- •. 
ation of the .present 35-36 1/4 
hour w ork  week. Pay scales 
now range from  $128 to $138

NEW  YORK 
Jo in t M ay Day Celebration. 

Young Socialist A lliance  and 
Socialist W orkers P arty . M artha  
C u rti, Y SA representative w il l  
speak o n  Y outh in a Changing 
W orld ,”  and Tom K e rry , C ha ir
man of N.Y. Local SWP on 
“ The S truggle fo r  a Socialist 
Am erica.”

F ri., M ay 1, 8 p.m. at the 
M ilita n t Labor Forum , 116 Uni?- 
ve rs ity  Place. The meeting w il l  
be fo llow ed by a social. C o n tri
bu tion  $1.

•
T W IN  C IT IES

Celebrate M ay Day and en jo i’' 
a social evening w ith  the So
c ia lis t W orkers Party . Speaker: 
C arl Feingold, T w in  C ities SWP 
Organizer. F ri., M ay 1, 8 p.nj; 
a t 322 Hennepin Ave., 2nd F l i  

•
P H IL A D E L P H IA

M ay Day Celebration. R ichard 
Lopez w il l  speak on, “ Perspec 
tives fo r Socialism in Am erica.”  
Sat., Ma£ 2, 8:30 p.m. at 1303 
W. G ira rd  Ave.

•
LOS ANGELES

M ay Day celebration. In te rna 
tiona l bu ffe t and a dram atii: 
presentation of episodes from  
the in te rna tiona l class struggle,' 
“ The S p ir it  o f May Day.”  Doors  
open at 6 p.m., d inner at 7 p.rfl.: 
and the program  at 8 p.m. Sat.,- 
M ay 2. Forum  H all, 1702 E. 4thi 
St. Donation $1.

C all A N  9-4953 or WE 5-9233; 
fo r reservations.

E X P A N D IN G  PO PULA TIO N
Between 1950-56, w o rld  popu

la tion grew by 45 m illio n  peo
ple each year; 125,000 each day. 
A t th is rate, population . w il l  
double in  on ly  41 years: 5.7 b i l 
lion  people by the year 2000.

FUND SCOREBOARD
City Quota Paid Percent '

Pittsburgh .................... . . . .$  10 $ 10 100
Allentown .................... .... 110 , 65 59
Twin Cities .................. .... 1.700 76S 45
St. Louis ...................... .... 80 35 44
SansDiego...................... .... 245 100 * 41
New Y ork  ..................... ...4,200 1,554 37
Connecticut .................. . . . .  200 65 33
Los Angeles .................. .... 4,400- 1,462 33
D e tro it .......................... .... 600 184 31 ■
Cleveland .................... .... 750 200 27
Chicago ......................... .... 1,000 250 25
Newark .......................... .... 265 63 24
M ilw aukee .................... ... 250 49 19
Philade lph ia  ................ .... 500 •' 55 11
Boston ............................ ..... 450 30 7
Seattle ......................... .... 500 30 > 6
Bay A rea ...................... .... 800 26 3
Denver .... .............. .... 25 0 0
General .............. ........... 15 29 —

Total through A p r il 20 $16,100 $4,973 31 -

B O S T O N
B o sto n L a b o r  F o ru m , 2 9 5  H u n tin g *  

to n  A v e ., Room  200 .
C H IC A G O  

S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  7 7 7  W .  
A d a m s , D E  2 -9 7 3 6 .

C L E V E L A N D  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  106 0 9  S u 

p e r io r  A v e ., R oom  301 , S W  1 -1 8 1 8 .  
O pen F r id a y  n ig h ts  7 to  9.

D E T R O IT  
Eu gene V . D ebs H a ll ,  3 7 3 7  W o o d 

w a rd . T E m p le  1 -6 1 3 5 .
L O S  A N G E L E S  

F o ru m  H a ll and  M o d e rn  Book Shop, 
1 702 E . 4 th  S t. A N  9 -4 9 5 3  o r  W E  5- 
9238.

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E a s t Juneau A v e .

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty .  322 H e n 

n ep in  A v e ., 2nd  flo o r. O pen noon to  
6  P .M . d a ily  except S u ndays .

N E W A R K
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , Box 361* 

N e w a rk , N . J..
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M il i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116  U n iv e r 
s ity  P lace , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P .O . B ox 3 4 1 , B e rk e le y  1, C a lif .

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M il i t a n t  L a b o r  F p ru m  and  S o c ia lis t  

W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 1303  W . G ira rd  A v e .  
L e c tu re s  and discuss ions e v e ry  S a tu r 
d ay , 8  P .M ., fo llo w ed  b y  open house* 
C a ll PO  3 -5 8 2 0 .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
T h e  M il i ta n t ,  1145 P o lk  S t., R m . 4* 

S a t. 11 A .M . to  3 P .M . P h one P R  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ; i f  no an s w er, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E  
1 412— 1 8 tii A ven u e, E A  2 -5 5 5 4 . Li

b ra ry , b o o ksto re .
S T . L O U IS  

F o r  in fo rm a tio n  phone M O  4 -7 1 9 4 .
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