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Mich. Jobless 
Unfurl Demands 
In State Senate

D ETRO IT, M ay 6— “ Jobless Row W ith  Senators Over 
A id —I t ’s Chaos in  Chamber. ”  That was the headline the 
D e tro it Times used yesterday to describe a demonstration 
of thd  unemployed at the sta te* 
leg is la ture in  Lansing. I t  was
not qu ite  “ chaos”  and i t  was not 
qu ite  a “ ro w ” ; bu t the demon­
strators d id  present the case o f 
M ich igan ’s 300, 000 jobless w ith  
energy.

A bou t 175 marched in  fro n t of 
thé capito l bu ild ing  and posed 
on the steps, fists clenched, fo r 
cameramen. Then they w ent in ­
side to pack the galleries o f the 
senate chamber. There they tied 
a 30-foot banner over the heads 
o f the senators:

L t. Gov. John Swainsom, sen­
ate president, ordered the ban­
ner removed. When the ser­
geant-at-arms to ld  the unem­
ployed delegates tha t banners 
and placards were against the 
rules, a couple o f unemployed 
from  the other side o f the bal­
cony bellowed oyt, “ Leave it 
u p ! ”

As the sergeant fum bled w ith  
the knots, the shouts swelled 
in to  a large chorus, “ Leave i t  
u p ! ”  Some shouted, “ T hrow  the 
bum o u t! ”

It’s Admitted— 
Highest Profits 
Of All Time

W hen the W all S treet Jou r­
na l says tha t profits fo r  the 
firs t quarte r in  1959 are lik e ly  
to  h it  an a ll-t im e  high, you' can 
take i f  as o ffic ia l. The stock 
speculator’s favo rite  bed - tim e 
paper generally tr ies  to  p lay 
down th is  k in d  o f news.

B u t i t  could not resist c row ­
ing A p r i l  30 about the “ good 
news”  fo r  “ stockholders who 
are hoping fo r  la rger dividends. ”

Average p ro fit gains, accord­
ing  to reports from  441 com­
panies w i l l  reach 53. 9%, w ith  
a to ta l net in  the k it ty  of a 
lush $1, 944, 857, 000.

The highest gains o f a ll seem 
to have been registered by the 
railroads. The take is up 428. 8% . '

A fte r  the banner was fin a lly  
removed, the senate recessed to 
hear the petitioners. They b it ­
te r ly  protested a Republican- 
sponsored b i l l  th a t w ould  deny 
payments to those la id  o ff by 
strikes and taper o ff benefits fo r 
others. Some said harsh things 
about the Democratic version 
w hich on ly  “ tapers off. "  Most of 
them, however, favored th is  b ill, 
since i t  offers some help to 26, - 
000 who have not ye t exhausted 
th e ir emergency benefits.

T he ir feelings were sum m ar­
ized by one delegate who said 
th a t i f  the b i l l  were turned 
down, “ m any ch ild ren  tha t n igh t 
w ould  go to bed w ith o u t the ir 
m ilk  and bread. I  w ish you gen­
tlem en w ould  remember that 
wl'. en you vote. ”

Others demanded legislation 
to shorten the work week and 
provide jobless compensation for 
the duration of unemployment.

The dem onstration at the leg­
is la ture fo llow ed a conference of 
some 400 delegates under A F L - 
CIO auspices. This was a s p ir it­
less meeting, dominated by  the 
Union brass.

Nevertheless some o f th e . re ­
sentm ent over unem ploym ent 
ivas voiced when E d ith  Van 
Horn, C hairm an of Dodge Local 
3’s Unemployed Committee, said 
tha t the recent W ashington con­
ference was “ not a m ob iliza tion  
of the workers but' an IM m o b il- 
iza tion. ”  She called fo r  mass 
demonstrations.

The fru s tra tio n  and ind igna­
tio n  bottled up a t th is  C iv ic  
Center gathering came uncorked 
la te r when the angriest among 
the unemployed la te r appeared 
at the senate chamber.

"BLUE C H IP" BIAS
Investiga tion  by an I llin o is  

c iv il  r igh ts  commission reveals 
th a t at least 1, 484 Chicago com­
panies d iscrim inate  against job 
applicants fo r  rac ia l and re­
lig ious reasons. The companies 
Were not identified, b u t 700 
were said to  be “ blue ch ip”  
corporations. 1

Half Way Point Reached 
In Socialist Fund Drive

B y Reba A ubrey, Campaign D irector
M ost o f the readers o f th is  colum n have, I  suspect, 

attended m ore than one m eeting where a collection was 
taken up fo r a w o rth y  cause. I  w ou ldn ’t  even be surprised 
i f  most of you, lik e  me, could' 
show qu ite  a stack o f receipts 
for donations to the most w o rth y  
cause o f a ll —  a socialist w o rld  
th a t can fin a lly  end poverty, 
w a r and hatred among people 
and b ring  us tha t c iv ilized  so­
cie ty w e’re figh ting  fo r  of abun­
dance, peace a nd . good w il l.

So you ’re fa m ilia r  w ith  tha t 
m om ent when the  chairm an 
holds up the $20 b ills  w h ich  the 
ushers have been b rin g in g  down 
the aisles and asks; “ Now, w ho ’s 
going to be the firs t one to  hold 
up $10 to help b u ild  socialism? ”

G enera lly the re ’s a pause, a 
long, s ignificant pause w h ile  the 
chairm an smiles. L ik e ly  as not, 
he’s rem inded o f a joke  tha t sets 
everybody laugh ing ' and then 
those who have been re lig ious ly  
keeping th a t $10 in  the most 
sacrosanct spot in  cap ita lis t so-

cie ty  —  the pocketbook —  re ­
la x  and decide to  fee l good by 
sending i t  up where i t  can enjoy 
the company o f the other fe tish ­
es in  the cha irm an’s hand.

Tha t’s where we were M on­
day in  our $16, 000 fund  cam­
paign —  hold ing  up w ha t had 
been collected and asking fo r 
the tens.

Denver was the firs t. A long 
w ith  the $10, Norm an H. sent 
us the k in d  o f message tha t 
re a lly  cheers up a fund  cam­
paign d irector: “ We w i l l  com­
plete our P a rty  B u ild in g  Fund 
quota by June 1. O ur nex t pay­
m ent w i l l  be on M ay 17. ”

Connecticut p u t ten  of the 
fo ld ing  pieces together as th is  
week’s con tribu tion . ■ In  any 
audience I  know  o f tha t $100 
w ou ld  w in  a w arm  round of 
applause. And i t  counted on' the 
scoreboard, too. H ow  does tha t 
83% look to some o f the rest 
o f you? 

Detroit came th rough w ith  a 
check fo r $201. That p'ut th is  
branch among the pace-setters 
— a big achievement because 
th a t’s one of. the areas th a t’s 
been h it  the hardest by  unem ­
ploym ent. Congratulations on 
m aking 64%.

The Tw in Cities comrades 
likew ise  are m aking a rem ark­
able effort. The $122 from  Fan­
nie C. puts them  ‘̂exactly on 
tim e ”  according to the ir figures. 
( I ’m a fra id  to te ll them tha t m y 
figures pu t them 2% behind be­
cause they m ig h t te ll me to go 
back where I  came from ; name­
ly, Utah, and learn m y a rithm e­
tic  a ll over again. )

R ichard Lopez to ld  me tha t 
tire New York comrades got a 
b ig l i f t  out o f the M ay Day 

( Continued on Page 2)

Evidence Links Sheriff 
To Mississippi Lynching
Union Fights 
For Life in 
N. Carolina

B y Beatrice A llen
In  Henderson,, North Carolina 

some 1, 000 members of the 
Textile Workers Union are still 
waging a desperate battle for 
the survival of their union 
against strikebreakers, c o p s ,  
state troopers, government me­
diators —  and the bosses of the 
Henderson and Harriet Cotton 
Mills.

Tw o more, developments in 
th is union-smashing a ttem pt in 
the South took place this week. 
Democratic Governor L u the r 
Hodges said he w ould “ consider” 
any w ritte n  request to send the 
N ational Guard in to  Henderson. 
A  Superior C ourt selected $ 12- 
man ju ry  to hear appeals on 
sentences ranging up to tw o 
years im prisonm ent and $250 
fine w h ich  were imposed fo r 
v io la tion  of an in junc tion  against 
p icke t-line  violence.

The U . S. Senate Rackets Com­
m ittee scheduled a meeting 
Tuesday, May 5, to hear a re ­
quest by Sen. Sam J. E rv in  Jr. 
(D -N . C. ) to hold pub lic  hearings 
on the s tr ike  situation.

The s tr ike  th a t began in N o­
vem ber is now in its 26th week. 
The tw o  T W U A  locals had o f­
fered to renew  the old contract 
w ith o u t any wage increases. 
John D. Cooper, president of 
thé  cdmpâfiÿ', dëmàndëd të rm i* 
nation o f the contract.

W ith  the aid of 150 state 
troopers, to enforce a series of 
res tra in ing orders, signed by 
Judge W illia m  Y. B icke tt, l im it ­
ing- the num ber of p ickets to 
e ight at a distance o f 75 feet 
from  the entrance of the plant, 
the company started a “ back- 
to -w o rk ”  movement. This fa i l ­
ed. The company then hired 
professional strikebreakers.

Late in  A p r i l  Gov. Hodges 
preva iled on the union and the 
company to end the strike  
under a compromise in  w hich 
union offic ia ls agreed to le t the 
400 to 500. scabs keep w ork ing  
w h ile  the s trike rs  were to man 
second and th ird  sh ifts  —  w hen­
ever these should be started up. 
The union rank and file  re ­
lu c ta n tly  accepted th is  b u t d is­
covered tha t on ly 25 of- them 
w ould get jobs on the second 
sh ift, and tha t more “ perm anent 
replacemënts”  had been hired.

They im m ediate ly w alked out 
of the m ill,  and the s tr ike  was 
on again. B it te r  violence fo l­
lowed. A  num ber o f strikers 
were wounded as snipers, a rm ­
ed With shot guns, roamed frèe- 
ly . ' Rocks damaged cars owned 
b y . scabs, a fire  broke out on 
m ill property,, and last week­
end a dynam iting  was reported,

The strike is part of an anti­
labor drive that has ominous im ­
plications. Violence is flaring in 
Henderson today, tomorrow it 
may be in Flint, Detroit, or any 
other city.

O peration  S trikebreak

State police enforces court order that pickets at Henderson, N. C., cotton m ill must stay 
75 feet away from entrance. The companies' "back-io-work" drive got no response from among 
1, 000 United Textile Workers' members. So bosses hired scabs. Strike is now in its 26th week. 
A FL-C IO  union is appealing to rest of labor for aid.

President Joins Steel Barons 
In Attack on Union’s Demands

By H a rry  Ring
NEW YO R K, May 6—As the 

United Steelworkers o p e n e d  
preliminary contract negotia­
tions with the country's major 
steel producers here yesterday. 
President Eisenhower threw- his 
weight behind the moves of the 
profit-laden steel moguls to hold 
the line on wages.

Brushing aside the fact of 
record steel profits as a “ tech­
n ica lity , ”  the. P resident made a 
veiled th rea t o f federal in te r­
vention to b lock any significant 
wage increase. H is statement 
echoed the line  o f the m u lt i­
m illio n  do lla r Madison Avenue 
advertis ing campaign of the 
steel monopolists to p in  respon­
s ib ility  fo r ris ing prices on the 
steel workers.

The facts of the case are the 
exact opposite. W ith  the giant 
U . S. Steel C orporation calling 
the tune in  an industry-w ide  
p rice -fix ing  sw indle, steel prices 
have been boosted year by year. 
For every do lla r paid out in 
added wages, three have been 
tacked on to prices. W ith  ten 
pay increases and 21 price hikes 
since 1946, profits have been 
jacked up to the po in t where 
every ton o f steel turned out in 
1957 brought a "net re tu rn  a fte r 
taxes o f $17. 91 as compared 
w ith  $6. 80 in  1952. In  the de­
cade fo llo w in g  W orld  W ar II ,  
the tonnage price skyrocketed 
115% w hile , even according to

the an ti-labo r N ew  Y o rk  H er-
a id-T ribune, wage costs per in ­
got ton w ent up bu t 30%.

PROFITS SOAR IN  '59

In  the firs t quarte r of th is 
year, U . S. Steel netted $107 
m illio n  in  profits —  70% more 
than in the same period last 
year. For Bethlehem  Steel, the 
firs t quarte r take was $50 m il­
lion, double last year’s figure. 
Republic Steel tr ip le d  its firs t 
quarte r earnings w ith  a p ro fit 
o f $27 m illion .

S itting  firm ly  on th e ir hoard, 
the steel moguls opened cu r­
ren t negotiations w ith  the b ra ­
zen proposal tha t in  the “ pub­
lic  in te rest" the union accept a 
one-year wage freeze and give 
up the cost-o f-liv ing  escalator 
clause.

The union countered w ith  a 
demand fo r a “ substantia l”  bu t 
unspecified wage increase. A 
statement issued by the Wage 
Policy Committee M ay 1 also 
calls fo r continuation of the 
cost-o f-liv ing  clause and incor­
poration in to  the basic wage 
structure of the 17 cents in  es­
calator increases accrued in  the 
past three years. I t  also de­
mands tim e and one’ h a lf pay 
fo r Saturday w o rk  and double 
tim e fo r Sunday. (Present p re­
m ium  pay calls on ly fo r  tim e- 
and-a-quarter fo r  Sunday w o rk . )

The demand for a shorter 
work week with no reduction in

pay is stressed but the extent 
of reduction is not stated. Sev­
eral ways for bringing about 
less work-hours are projected. 
The one apparently favored by 
union president David J. Mc­
Donald is extended paid vaca­
tions for high seniority workers. 
Two hundred thousand jobs 
have been lost in the industry 
since 1956, and layoffs have 
forced many of those still on 
the job into lower paying clas­
sifications.

O ther Wage P o licy demands 
call fo r im provem ents in  Sup­
plem entary U n e m p l o y m e n t  
Benefits, im proved grievance 
procedures and job  classifica­
tions. Added holidays and in ­
creased vacation benefits are a l­
so urged.

W ith  the contract exp iring  
June 30, actual w o rk ing  negoti­
ations begin M ay 16 between 
fou r industry  ch iefta ins and four 
union spokesmen. Reports from  
princ ipa l steel centers agree tha t 
i f  the union is compelled to 
s trike  fo r  a new contract, the 
membership is ready to give 
solid support.

Meanwhile the entire labor 
movement is following the ne­
gotiations intently. In  five great 
post-war strikes, the million- 
member steel union has advanc­
ed m ill wages to an estimated 
average of $3. 03 an hour and 
broken ground for gains by 
other major unions.

Negro Editor Uncovers 
Facts; Eisenhower Bars 
Anti - Lynching Measure

B y John Thayer
M A Y  5 — The receding waters of the Pearl R iver, 22 

m iles west of P op la rv ille , M ississippi, have yie lded up the 
body of Mack C. Parker, the 23-year-old Negro lynched 
on A p r il 25. A  coroner’s. ju ry  
has, as a m atte r o f course, is­
sued w arran ts fo r  the “ parties 
unknow n”  who com m itted the 
b ru ta l crim e. B u t there are no 
indications tha t the F B I or state 
police have any leads to the 
g u ilty  parties. There is certa in ­
ty , however, th a t i f  somehow 
they were b rought to tr ia l, they 
w ould be q u ick ly  set free by an 
a ll-w h ite  M ississippi ju ry .

Indeed, the great show of F B I 
and state police a c tiv ity  in  the 
case is calculated not to b ring  
the lynchers to justice bu t to 
m o llify  ind igna tion  abroad and 
head off new c iv il r igh ts  legis­
la tion  at home. Thus E isenhow­
e r stated at his A p r il 5 news 
conference tha t no federal an ti- 
lynch ing  la w  was needed be­
cause the F B I and M ississippi 
police were doing such a good 
job.

Independent sources, however, 
have made im portan t discover­
ies Which re in force the charge 
made, in  last w eek’s M ilita n t 
tha t the lynch ing  has the ear­
m arks o f a pu t-up  job  in vo lv in g  
M ississippi officials.

JAILHO USE KEYS

The most im portan t new 
piece of evidence was disclosed 
by James H icks, reporte r sent 
to the scene by the New Y o rk  
Negro w e e k l y ,  Am sterdam  
News. Questioning numerous 
Negro residents of P op la rv ille  
who have in  the past been a r­
rested fo r  one m isdemeanor or 
another, H icks learned tha t the 
ja ilhouse keys were always ta ­
ken home by the sheriff a fte r he 
locked up fo r the n igh t. This 
fact is w e ll established because 
those arrested at n igh t had to 
be held outside the ja i l  u n til 
the sheriff a rrived  w ith  the 
keys.

On ihe night of th e . lynching, 
however, the sheriff left the 
keys in his office. The lynchers 
knew this. Moreover, they knew 
precisely where they had been 
put and took them out of the 
metal locker without disturbing 
anything else in the office.

H icks also learned fro m  a 
Negro prisoner in  the ja i l  tha t 
when S heriff W. O. M oody and 
a group of w h ite  men a rrived  at 
the ja il  some 20 m inutes a fte r 
the lynch  gang had dragged off 
Parker, one of the she riff’s 
companions was heard to ask, 
“ D id  they get the r ig h t man? ”  
Since the sheriff has claimed 
th a t the lynch ing  was a great 
“ surprise”  to h im  and since he 

(Continued on Page 4)

Student Strike 
Spurs Court Action 
In Tallahassee

A  sp irited  s trike  demon­
stra tion  o f several hundred 
F lo rida  A  &  M  U n ive rs ity  
students speeded up F lo rida  
court action th is  week in  the 
case o f fo u r w h ite  men ac­
cused o f rap ing a 19-year-old 
Negro co-ed in  Tallahassee 
on M ay 2.

The students re turned to 
th e ir classrooms M ay 5 a fte r 
a grand ju ry  was ordered 
back in  session M ay 4, thus 
preventing delay in  the case.

C liffo rd  Taylor, president 
of the student body said: 
“ We th in k  we have achieved 
a v ic to ry . The offic ia ls now 
are saying the g u ilty  w i l l  be 
punished. ”  The demonstra­
tion  is fa r  from  ovex\ N ig h t­
ly  student assemblies w ill,  be 
held u n til “ justice is done. ”

Mass Upsurge 
In Iraq Alarms 
U. S. Officials

B y George Lavan

A tremendous political up* 
surge of the poverty-stricken 
workers and peasants of Iraq  
poses the possibility of a social­
ist revolution in that country. 
This fact is causing deep dismay 
in Washington. A llen Dulles, 
Director of the U . S. global-spy 
service, the Central Intelligence 
Agency, told the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee on April; 
28 that the situation in Iraq W ai 
"the most dangerous in the' 
world today. " " I agree w ith  
him, " Senator J. W. Fulbright, 
the Democratic chairman of that 
committee, told reporters.

The th rea t tha t alarms Dulles 
and F u lb r ig h t is no t th a t Ira q  
is going to endanger “ w o rld  
peace”  by a ttacking another 
coun try  b u t th a t the im poverish­
ed peop le , o f Iraq  m ay fo r  the 
firs t tim e  'in th e ir  h is to ry  take 
over p o litica l pow er and change 
the economic system.

H ith e rto  U . S. and the o ther 
(Continued on Page 2)

Strontium Is 6 0  Times Deadlier Than Adm itted
Important new information 

about atomic fallout again 
demonstrates that the American 
people are living w ith a health 
menace of uncalculated dimen­
sions. Scientists have found 
that. (1) strontium 90, the can­
cer-breeding product of nuclear 
fission, may be 60 times more 
deadly than the Atomic Energy 
Commission admits:  (2) the
amount of radioactive strontium  
in the bones of American chil­
dren up to the age of four 
doubled in the year ending 
December, 1957; (3) girls sub­
jected to small radiation doses 
three months before they are 
born may grow up unable to 
bear children.

Federal authorities have re ­
sponded to these ch illin g  new 
revelations w ith  a proposal to 
raise the s tron tium  safety lim its  
instead of reducing them  s till 
fu rth e r. In  fac t they w ould  
double th e ir estimate of how 
much radioactive s tron tium  a 
person can absorb w ith o u t sig­
n ificant hazard. The move has 
draw n an angry protest from  
the A FL-C IO , the firs t protest

over the issue the labor body 
has made.

Even the present governm ent 
“ safety” yardstick is fraudu len t 
since i t  is based on the assump­
tion tha t s tron tium  90 is dis­
tr ibu ted  u n ifo rm ly  throughout 
the bone structure. On the basis 
of a ten-year study, a team of 
top Swedish scientists has es­
tablished tha t the concentration 
in bone cells is extrem ely un ­
even and tha t in  certa in “ hot 
spots”  the amount of rad io ­
active s tron tium  may be 60 
times above the average. Such 
a heavy concentration in  in d i­
v idua l cells m igh t be suffic ient 
to tr ig g e r the outbreak o f can­
cer (w hich is a .  disease of the 
cells) even though the tota l 
am ount of s tron tium  90 in the 
skeleton may be w e ll under the 
“ safe”  lim it.

These findings were published 
last year in  scientific journals 
here and in Sweden. B u t they 
were made available to the gen­
eral pub lic  thanks to I. F. 
Stone’s W eekly (A p r il 4 issue), 
w hich has waged a courageous 
figh t against the A EC ’s efforts to

suppress or d is to rt v ita l facts 
about fa llou t.

Again, the A p r il 25 Nation 
published facts about the doub l­
ing o f s tron tium  90 concentra­
tion  in  Am erican ch ildren. This 
g rim  new data was compiled 
by “ P ro ject Sunshine, ”  a scien­
tific  commission w h ich  collects 
fa llo u t in fo rm ation  fo r the gov­
ernment. According to the Na­
tion, the AEC had th is  report 
fo r at least three months and 
s im p ly sat on it.

But once they knew that the

information was about to be­
come public, government propa­
gandists moved quickly enough. 
On A pril 22, the same day that 
the Nation hit New York's 
newsstands, ihe National Com­
mittee on Radiation Protection 
announced it was doubling its 
estimate of the amount of 
strontium 90 that could accumu­
late in the human body without 
"unacceptable" hazard. It  also 
increased by 25 per cent the 
maximum permissible concen­
tration of the poison in water.

A Step Toward H-Test Ban?
Be gra te fu l fo r small things. 

The AEC has taken the firs t 
step tow ard a possible ha lt 
to nuclear tests. I t  ordered 
three watch companies to 
stop d is tr ib u tin g  lum inous 
dials containing stron tium  90.

Some o f the watches have 
already been d is tribu ted  but 
others are in  the companies’ 
possession. The companies 
produce E lg in , Bulova and 
Westclock watches. The AEC

also moved a g a i n s t  the 
Am erican Phosphors Corp. 
w hich i t  said had im ported 
quantities o f s tron tium  90 
w ith o u t license fo r use in 
lum inous compounds.

I t  said the s tron tium  watch 
dials were not more danger­
ous than the ones w ith  ra d i­
um unless the wearer h a b it­
ua lly  slept w ith  his hand 
over his face and the watch 
near his eyes.

food and milk.
W hile  th is com m ittee does 

not have o ffic ia l governm ent 
status, i t  does w o rk  closely w ith  
the AEC and the P ub lic  H ealth 
Service and its  recommenda­
tions are generally accepted.

Newspaper p u b lic ity  w ith  a 
strong Madison Avenue touch 
has depicted the head o f th is 
committee, Dr. Lauris ton  Taylor, 
as a dedicated scientist waging 
a fearless campaign to protect 
pub lic  health. B u t I. F. Stone 
demonstrates th a t D r. Tay lo r 
•“ has the nuclear industry  po in t 
o f v iew  when i t  comes to safety 
problem s. ”

The A F L -C IO  protest to  the 
Jo in t Congressional Committee 
on A tom ic  Energy against Tay­
lo r ’s latest move, says: “ We are 
constrained to suspect th a t is ­
suance o f these revisions at th is 
time, fo llow ing  w ide pub lic  concern

 over the exten t and speed 
o f radioactive fa llo u t, is not 
mere coincidence. ”

In  an A p r il 28 le tte r to the 
New Y o rk  Times, Nobel scien­
tis t L inus P auling v igorously 
protested the new  reduction o f

safety standard's. C itin g  e v i­
dence compiled on the incidence 
of leukem ia among surv ivors of 
the H irosh im a and Nagasaki 
bombings, D r. P auling warned 
tha t i f  bomb tests continue and 
a generation o f Am erican c h il­
dren are subjected to the new 
“ perm issible”  s tron tium  dosage, 
“ about' 100, 000 of them  w ou ld  
die o f leukem ia caused by th is  
radioactive poison. ”

Ye t the governm ent rem ains 
adamant in  its insistence on 
continu ing  the. le tha l bomb tests. 
I t  does so despite the fa c t tha t 
i t  already has, according to D i\ 
P au ling ’s estimate, a stockpile  
of 75, 000 nuclear' weapons, 
enough to “ o v e rk ill”  the w orld 's  
population 20 times.

A  m ajor portion of the fa l l ­
ou t from  tests around the w o rld  
h its  the U nited States. F u rth e r- 
more, the U . S. W eather Bureau 
revealed on A p r i l  27 tha t rough­
ly  70% of the radioactive fa llo u t 
comes fro m  U. S. atom ic tests 
and about 30% comes f rom  So­
v ie t tests.

“ S tron tium  Irrad ia ted  M ilk  — 
Made in /th e  U SA. ”
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A Report on Morocco's Militant Unionists

M ahjoub ben Seddik, General Secretary o f U nion M ar- 
ocain du T rava il, addressing the second N ational Congress 
of the organization. He declared tha t the u ltim a te  aim  of the 
Moroccan trade-union movement is "T o  end ihe  exp lo ita tion  
o f man by man. "  M ahjoub was im prisoned and to rtu re d  during 
the struggle fo r independence from  French im peria lism .

How the FBI Entered 
The Labor-Spy Racket
— — — — — — — — ——  By H en ry  Gitano ■

U nder guise o f guarding “ industria l secur­
ity ,  ”  the F B I is cu rre n tly  conducting pervasive 
spying on the unions. J. Edgar Hoover, F B I 
d irector, has become the na tion ’s num ber one 
labor spy. N or does the Bureau’s partic ipa tion  
in  the labor-spy racket date fro m  the launch­
ing  o f the b i-partisan “ in te rna l security”  p ro ­
gram in 1947 — although as a resu lt o f th is 

/ w itch  hun t the F B I has v ir tu a lly  taken over 
control of the labor espionage field. The F B I 
began its an ti-un ion  activ ities in  earnest in 
the years im m ediate ly fo llow ing  W orld  W ar I.

The 1919-20 “ Red Raids” — in w h ich  10, 000 
persons were ja iled  on suspicion of harboring 
revo lu tiona ry  ideas—were directed by Hoover 
w h o  fused them  w ith  S trike-breaking-activ ities. 
As M ax Low entha l notes in his book; The F B I, 
activ ities  stigmatized as having an “ un -A m er­
ican character”  were “ ch ie fly  the IW W -sup- 
ported strikes. ”

B re ak  Steel S trike
The 1919 Steel S trike  authorized by the 

A F L  was called a “ bolshevik p lo t, ”  and the 
FB I's  General In te lligence D iv is ion  under Hoov­
er, boasted tha t “ through the action of the De­
partm ent of Justice. . .  th is  s trike  was te rm in ­
ated”  (tha t is, broken. ) Low entha l observes 
that, “ There was evidence of collaboration be­
tween undercover operatives o f the steel com­
panies and the Bureau o f Investigation. ”

Hoover played a s im ila r ro le in  the coal 
s trikes of tha t tim e, and in  the 1920 B u tte  
copper s tr ike  w h ich  the G ID  labeled “ the be­
g inn ing  of the revo lu tion . ”

A  b lissfu l m arriage was consummated be­
tween the F B I and p riva te  labor-spy outfits 
(whose function  fo r several decades had been 
to provide snoopers and strike-breakers to the 
employers) when W illia m  J. Burns, o f the 
B urns D etective agency, became d irecto r of 
the F B I, in  1921. He used o ffic ia l F B I s ta tion­
ery and signed his name as d irector to arrange 
fo r  Burns Agency detectives to spy on m iners 
on behalf o f seven A rizona copper companies.

In . 1922, the A F L  Railroad shopmen, faced 
w ith  a second wage cu t o f \2 yz % , called fo r 
a na tion-w ide strike. The F B I fa iled  in  its a t­
tem pt to prove tha t the strikers were financed 
b y  Moscow b u t d id  succeed in  b ring ing  about 
the arrest and prosecution o f 1, 200 ra ilroad  
workers. F B I men, says Low entha l, “ were 
sent a ll over the country. . .  to  in filtra te  in to  
the s trike rs ’ ranks, to p u t undercover men in to  
th e ir meetings and to collect evidence on w h ich  
to p u t s trike rs  in  ja il.  ”  The s tr ike  was broken 
—-Hoover’s men had won.

The F B I’s crude s trike -b reak ing  coupled 
w ith  the invasion o f constitu tiona l righ ts  d u r­
ing  the “ Red Raids”  when doors were smashed 
and heads were cracked, evoked consider­
able critic ism , and the G ID, organized under 
Hoover in  1919, was fo r  the tim e being e lim ­
inated. Hoover, however, was prom oted to F B I 
d irector.

A fte r  15 years o f w a tch fu l w a iting , an 
expanded FB I, championed by President 
F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt, reactivated the GID/ in  
September.  1939. The F B I spokesman testified, 
th a t the d iv is ion  was /com p iling  “ extensive 
indices o f ind iv idua ls, 'groups and organiza-

tions engaged. . .  in any activ ities  th a t are 
possibly de trim enta l to the in te rna l security 
o f the U . S. ”

Conditions had changed. U n like  1919, 
w orkers were organized in  indus tria l unions. 
A nd  inasmuch as H oover’s previous open battle  
against labor had m et a hostile response, the 
F B I’s detectives had in  the meantim e been 
transform ed in to  a sm oother-function ing crew. 
A  college degree became a requis ite  fo r ga in­
ing an F B I job.

The F B I’s booklet on “ Selection o f Per­
sonnel, ”  notes tha t “ d iversified qualifications 
are Very im portan t, p a rticu la rly  when the réc­
ords of the Bureau reflect instances w herein 
an expert V io lin is t was able to soften the heart 
o f a m ountaineér’ w ith  h is music, and cause 
h im  to disclose the whereabouts o f his son. ”

Hoover had learned w hat the N ational 
M anufacturers Syndicate, w h ich  tra ined labor 
spies du ring  the 1930’s was teaching: “ I t  is 
ve ry  p la in  in  order fo r us to  be successful we 
m ust conduct our w o rk  in  an inv is ib le  manner. 
The o rd ina ry  w orker, in  his ignorance, is apt 
to m isunderstand our m otives i f  he knows o f 
our presence and id e n tity  in  the p lan t. . .  The 
m inds o f those who are dissatisfied and d is­
grun tled  must be changed. As our representa­
tive , you must find  ou t firs t o f a ll who are the 
dissatisfied ones. ”

H oover’s massive snooping on unionists 
became w ide ly  advertised d u ring  the U n ited  
A u to  W orkers s tr ike  a t the Downey, C alif., 
V u ltee A irc ra ft p lant. The N ew  Y o rk  Times 
(Nov. 18, 1940) reported th a t “ the s tr ike  of 
3, 000 production w orkers is fo r  a m in im um  
wage of 75 cents an hour instead of 50 cents. ”  
Lou M ichener, a U A W  offic ia l, stated tha t 
“ V u ltee w il l  make $12 m illio n  p ro fit in  the 
next three years. We feel jus tified  in  asking 
fo r  a l iv in g  wage. ”

Congressman M a rtin  Dies attacked the 
F B I’s “ inaction”  in .  the strike , whereupon 
A tto rn e y  General Jackson assured the nation 
th a t “ The F B I agents. . .  had identified  the 
V u ltee  s trike  leaders e ithe r as members. . .  or 
a ffilia ted  w ith  the Communists. ”  I t  had given 
the in fo rm ation  to the W ar and N avy D epart­
ments fo r  suitable action.

Senate Group H its  F B I
“ The fac t th a t m uch of the w o rk  of the 

F B I is necessarily carried on q u ie tly  and w ith ­
out p u b lic ity  does no t d im in ish  its e ffective­
ness. . .  ”  Jackson said. (N . Y. Times, Nov. 24, 
1940. )

Even before the V u ltee  strike, a Senate 
committee, in  M arch 1940, under the chairm an­
ship o f Sen. B u rton  K . W heeler, charged the 
F B I w ith  irre g u la r practices s im ila r to those 
of 1919-24, inc lud ing  “ the recent resurgence of 
a spy system”  over “ persons who have com­
m itted  no crime, b u t whose economic and 
p o lit ica l views and ac tiv ities  m ay be obnoxious 
to the present incumbents o f law-enforcement 
officers. ”  (Quoted in  Low entha l, The F B I. )

The W heeler Com m ittee spoke specifically 
o f the F B I as oppressing “ facto ry  employees 
w ho aré under investigation, not fo r any c rim ­
ina l action, bu t on ly by reason o f th e ir views 
and activ ities  in  regard to labor unions and 
other economic movements. ”

. . .  Mass Upsurge in Iraq
(Continued from  Page I )

W estern im peria lism s have on ly 
had to deal w ith  nationalism  in  
the  A rab  countries —  move­
ments led by the upper and 
m idd le  classes seeking to make 
th e ir governments independent 
of. fo re ign  contro l b u t devoted 
to- p rom oting  capita lism  w ith in  
th e ir own countries.

N ow in Iraq  the masses, hav­
ing overth row n the im peria lis ts ’ 
stooges a year ago and an a t­
tem pted counter-revo lu tion  last 
March, are pressing fo r an over­
th row  o f the social system w hich 
keeps them  in  d ire  poverty  in  
one o f the most o il-r ich  coun­
tries  o f the w orld .

PO P U LAR  M IL IT IA S

In  the big cities, the people 
have begun to replace the arm y 
and police w ith  th e ir  own m il i ­
tias —  the Popu la r Resistance 
Forces. The revo lu tiona ry  un its  
w h ich  played the key ro le in  
defeating the counter-revo lu tion  
tw o  m onths ago, have in  some 
instances been issued arms.

A  crucia l struggle is now  go­
ing  on between popu lar pressure 
and governm ent reluctance to 
arm  a ll these units. Since there 
is open gossip in  the M ideast 
about plans fo r  another counter­
revo lu tion  in  Ira q  th is  summer, 
and since the U n ited  A rab  Re­
p ub lic  has been m aking  veiled

threats o f invasion, the arm ing 
of these m ilit ia  units is the 
guarantee not on ly  of the con­
tinued  fo rw a rd  m arch o f the 
Ira q i reso lu tion  b u t o f preserv­
in g  the gains made since the 
overth row  of the k in g  a year 
ago.

Reports from  Iraq  indicate 
tha t everywhere the masses are 
pouring  in to  the unions, peasant 
organizations, m ilitia s  and the 
Com m unist P a rty . L e ft - w ing  
newspaper c ircu la tion  is soaring. 
Long-oppressed nationa l m ino r­
ities, lik e  the K u rd ish  people, 
accorded some rig h ts ’ since the 
k ing 's  overth row , are ra llie d  to 
the le ft in  the hope o f  achiev­
ing th e ir fu l l  righ ts as m ino r­
ities.

T h row ing  off the subservience 
demanded o f them  fo r  gener­
ations by the “ superior”  im ­
peria lists, the common people 
o f Ira q  are now  show ing the 
W estern “ master race”  th e ir 
true  feelings and whose country 
Ira q  re a lly  is. This is termed 
insolence and in su lt by  the im ­
pe ria lis t press.

W ORKERS W A N T  BONUS

F or example a B r itis h  news­
paper account, rep rin ted  in  the 
M ay 2 N . Y: W orld  Telegram, 
describes w ith  ho rro r how  w o rk ­
ers in  the great o il p o rt of 
Basra are dem onstrating “ to

te r r ify  and b lackm a il Western 
contractors w ith  outrageous de­
mands fo r  thousands of pounds 
in  ‘bonus m oney’ how  in 
Baghdad “ great crowds roar 
th rough the streets”  in  demon­
strations against im peria lism  
and in te rna l counter-revo lu tion­
aries; how  “ at n ig h t Westerners 
are frisked  fo r guns and quizzed 
by  armed c iv ilians  as many as 
five  times in  100 yards. ”

M arguerite  H igg ins o f the 
N . Y. H era ld  T ribune reports, 
M ay 1, tha t “ the m ystery o f 
how  a country, lik e  Iraq, where 
know n Communists were a 
m inute  m in o rity , could suddenly 
mushroom in to  so many ag ita­
tors, ”  has been solved. They 
were converted and tra ined in  
the prisons, where u n t i l  a year 
ago a ll p o lit ica l opponents of 
the “ free W orld”  regim e in  Iraq  
were sent. “ The situa tion  in  pre­
revo lu tiona ry  Iraq  is being com­
pared in  W ashington, ”  she 
w rites, “ w ith  the s itua tion  in  
pre-Bo lshevik  Russia. ”

CP H O LD S K E Y

W hether the outcome in Iraq  
w il l  be s im ila r to  th a t in  Russia 
or w hether i t  w i l l  be smashed 
by the possessing classes w ith  
im peria lis t a id  m ay w e ll depend 
on the policies o f the Commu­
n is t P arty . The Ira q i masses are 
flock ing  in to  th is  p a rty  and 
p u ttin g  th e ir hopes fo r  the fu ­
tu re  in  it.

W ill the CP leaders subord i­
nate the movement and aims of 
the w o rk in g  masses to the 
policies of the pro-cap ita lis t 
na tiona lis t leaders, as d id  the 
Com m unist (Tudeh) P a rty  of 
Iran , adhering to the K rem lin 's  
fore ign policy? O r w i l l  those 
CP leaders w ho learned th e ir 
M arx ism  in  N uri-as Said's p r i ­
sons lead the Ira q i people onto 
the revo lu tiona ry  road taken in  
Russia in  1917 and, much more 
to rtuously, in  Yugoslavia and 
China a fte r W orld  W ar II?

The m obiliza tion  o f the masses 
and the arm ing o f the w orkers ’ 
and peasants’ m ilitia s  po in t to  
the road of Russia, Yugoslavia 
and China. Rumors th a t the 
Ira q i CP is o ffering Prem ier 
Kassim  and the pro -cap ita lis t 
’N ational Democratic P a rty  a po­
lit ic a l deal in  re tu rn  fo r  a few  
cabinet posts po in t to  the road 
o f Mossadegh’s Iran.

By Shane and Judith Mage
C A S A BLA N C A , A p r il 29 — 

Four years ago, in  an apartm ent 
in  Casablanca, a small group of 
m ilita n t w o rk ing  class leaders 
met together in  strictest secrecy. 
This meeting was the founding 
convention of the U nion Maro- 
cain du T ra va il (U M T), the firs t 
Moroccan labor federation.

A t th& t moment the Moroccan 
independence s t r u g g l e  was 
bu ild ing  tow ard  a fu rious c li­
max. Each day the streets 6f 
Casablanca witnessed assassina­
tions, bombings, v io len t repres­
sions. Jails and ’ prison camps 
were filled . Moroccan workers, 
denied the r ig h t to organize 
th e ir own unions, had gradual­
ly  ' in filtra te d  and seized control 
o f the lega lly-to le ra ted  French 
unions, p rin c ip a lly  the CGT. 
The establishm ent of the U M T 
in complete ille g a lity  was a de­
cisive step in  the revo lu tiona ry  
struggle against French colonial 
rule.

Last F riday, A p r i l  24, the 
U M T ’s Second N ational Con­
gress, w ith  1, 300 elected dele­
gates representing 600, 000 o r­
ganized workers, opened its ses­
sions a t the M un ic ipa l Theatre 
of Casablanca. A ttend ing  the in ­
it ia l session were P rim e M in ­
is te r A bda llah  Ib ra h im  and the 
p rinc ipa l members o f his gov­
ernm ent —  a governm ent fo rm ­
ed last December as a d irect 
resu lt o f the pressure o f M oroc­
can labor.

B u t the delegates, governm ent 
leaders, and representatives of 
labor organizations fro m  a ll 
over the w o rld  were no t a l­
lowed to fo rge t th a t the M oroc­
can labor movem ent is en­
gaged once again in  a b itte r  and 
v io len t struggle fo r  its l ife  and 
fo r  the fu tu re  p i  the country.

REPEL IN V A S IO N

Just th ir ty  m inutes before the 
opening o f the Congress the 
back o f the h a ll was th row n  
in to  tu rm o il as delegates seized 
chairs and rushed to repel an 
invasion. A  group of some fo r ty  
men, armed w ith  stones, tr ied  
to force th e ir  w ay in to  the hall. 
Eighteen of the attackers pene­
tra ted  in to  the lobby, where 
they  were im m edia te ly  trapped 
between the  ou ter and inner 
doors, subdued a fte r a b rie f 
combat, then taken away by 
the police. A  w indow  has been 
broken, and several delegates 
w ear bandages plastered on 
th e ir heads fo r the dura tion  of 
th e : Congress.

The police had not been much 
in evidence F riday  m orning. 
B u t -for the o ther sessions of 
the Congress the space of sev­
eral bloc. ks around the h a ll was 
cordoned off by  steel helmeted 
police and credentials were nec­
essary to pass through, w h ile  
truckloads o f armed police and 
a u x ilia ry  troops stood in  re ­
serve, ready fo r  troub le . The 
U M T  was annoyed by th is  unre­
quested solic itude; i t  had taken 
its  own precautions. A  lin e  of 
w orkers ’ defense guards, arms 
folded, took up posts in  fro n t of 
the ha ll, and everyone w ho en­
tered was q u ick ly  frisked  fo r 
arms.

One of the attackers, to his 
everlasting sorrow, succeeded in 
gain ing the inside of the The­
atre, where he was soon d is­
covered, dragged about and 
beaten. " I 'm  poor, "  he cried to 
the fu rious workers, " th e y  paid 
me, they paid me. "  Accurate 
unem ploym ent figures are not 
available, bu t in  Casablanca's 
population of about a m illio n

(Continued fro m  Page 1)

m eeting sponsored by  the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  and the 
Young Socialist. This was re ­
flected in  contributions th is 
week, he said. He d idn ’t  have a 
hard job  convincing me; first, 
because I  was there, and second, 
because he le t me count the re ­
flection and i t  amounted, jus t 
lik e  he said, to  $252.

The Chicago contingent came 
through w ith  $100. Ray F. m en­
tioned i t  on ly  casually in  a 
“ P. S. ”  in  a le tte r on another 
subject. B u t we th in k  th a t con­
tr ib u tio n  rates tops in  im por­
tance. Money ta lks  in  any lang ­
uage, as M a rx  noted in  Das 
K ap ita l. A nd  I  w i l l  add th a t i t  
can shout even fro m  a P. S. ’

Boston sent in  $20. U nem ploy­
m ent has h it  them  hard but 
th e y ’re “ doing th e ir best. ”  From  
w hat I  know  o f Bostonian un­
derstatement th a t can mean a 
lo t o f sacrifice.

L . M o rris  enclosed $48 fo r 
Philadelphia. As w ith  other 
areas they have th e ir problems, 
inc lud ing  unem ploym ent. B u t 
they ’re w o rk ing  on plans tha t 
should help pu t them  over the 
top .

From  the c ity  o f freeways, 
smog and sunshine came $190. 
C ur Los Angeles supporters are 
lin in g  up th e ir  sights on the 
ta rget and we can expect i t  
sho rtly  "to look lik e  a sieve. 
Tha t’s the w ay they handle ta r ­
gets out there.

Look at “ General”  shoot up. 
John A. wasn’t  foo ling  w hen he

the num ber w ith o u t w o rk  runs 
in  the hundreds of thousands. 
For a few  francs the enemies 
of the U M T could find  p len ty  
of w il lin g  tools.

Who are these enemies? The 
“ O rienta tion Resolution”  adopt­
ed by the Congress speaks eu­
phem istica lly o f “ the local re ­
action. ”  B u t in  the leaders’ and 
delegates’ speeches tw o  words 
recur:  “ the capita lists, ”  “ the
bourgeoisie. ”

Even du ring  the nationa l l ib ­
eration struggle, when na tiona l­
ists from  a ll classes adhered to 
the Is tiq la l (“ Independence” ) 
party , co. ve rt antagonism smold­
ered between the representa­
tives of labor and o f Moroccan 
capital. Independence in  March 
1956 carried the Is tiq la l leaders 
to power, but the labor move­
m ent found th a t its fig h t had 
ju s t begun. The successive gov­
ernments since independence 
tended to  fa vo r cap ita lis t accu­
m u la tion  of w ealth  and p r iv i­
lege.

S P LIT  IN  IS T IQ L A L

The Is tiq la l p a rty  found i t ­
self to rn  between its old upper- 
class leadership and a le ft-w in g  
based' on the labor movement. 
The o ld-guard leaders refused 
to convene a convention o f the 
party , in  order to re ta in  contro l 
through the r ig id ly  centralized 
s tructure  preserved fro m  the 
underground days.

Last fa ll,  the labor movem ent 
forced the resignation of the 
governm ent headed by H adj 
Ahm ed B a la fre j, Is t iq la l secre­
tary-general. A fte r  a m onth-long 
cabinet crisis, the U M T  w on a 
p o lit ica l v ic to ry  when K in g  
Mohammed V  chose le ft-w in g  
leader A bda llah  Ib ra h im  to head 
the new government.

On Jan. 25, Ihe le ft  fo llow ed 
up on th is ‘v ic to ry . In  every 
im portan t c ity  of Morocco the 
party 's  rank-and-file  members 
were convened in  special meet­
ings aimed at tak ing  control 
away from  the old leadership. 
And everywhere the basic cadres 
of the "25 th-o f-January move­
m ent" were provided b y  the 
UM T.

The old leadership of the 
Is tiq la l ra llied  around the Zaim

decided th a t such an im portan t 
abstraction needed concretiza- 
tion. He’s up to $50. Moreover, 
he has insp ired help. Sam R. of 
New Y o rk  sent in  $30 and Ben 
W. o f B ro o k lyn  m ailed in  $6.

W ould any o f ou r readers lik e  
to give “ General”  a fu r th e r boost 
by m atch ing those con tribu ­
tions?

SCORCHED E AR TH
N orth  Korea w il l  p lan t 450; - 

000, 000 trees in  its 1959 re fo r­
e s ta tio n  program. When A m er­
ican forces in tervened in  the 
Korean c iv il w a r they  burned 
out en tire  sections o f the coun­
try .

(leader) A lla l el Fassi who p ro ­
ceeded to “ expel”  the leaders 
o f the renovating movem ent — 
namely, M ahjoub ben Seddik, 
U M T secretary-general; M ehdi 
ben Barka, president of the 
“ Consultative Assembly” ; and 
Mohammed el Basri, head of the 
Resistance.

D R IVE  A G A IN S T  U M T

B ut the main fire  o f the capi­
ta lis t w ing  o f the Is tiq la l cen­
tered d ire c tly  on the U M T. A l l  
through 1958 Moroccan and 
fo re ign capita lists had been har­
assing the U M T, prob ing fo r 
soft spots. U nion m ilita n ts  were 
fired, moderate wage demands 
rejected, - w o rk in g  conditions ag­
gravated. A t every po in t the 
union responded aggressively. 
The year saw m any strikes, 
some very  long. (F igure w ha t a 
m onth on s tr ike  means fo r  a 
Moroccan w o rke r w ith  a fa m ily  
who has been liv in g  fro m  one 
payday to the next, w ith o u t any 
savings. ) Now, a fte r Jan. 25, the 
capita lists launched an a ll-ou t 
a ttem pt to destroy the UM T.

The method chosen was the 
classic “ d iv ide  and conquer. ”  To 
break up the U M T, “ autono­
mous unions”  were to be fo rm ­
ed. Instead o f a m ilita n t and 
pow erfu l na tiona l labor feder­
a tion the w orkers w ou ld  be 
herded' in to  company unions.

The organizers o f the cam­
paign counted on the effect of 
th e ir financial resources which, 
fo r instance, p e rm it them  to 
publish iw o  Arab-language da ily  
papers, w h ile  the U M T had 
none at a ll u n til three weeks 
ago. The propaganda o f the 
rig h t-w in g , lik e  th a t o f the 
French before independence, 
sought to p lay on the most 
backward ideas o f the w orkers: 
the U M T  was accused o f “ athe­
ism”  and “ republicanism , ”  of 
being s trike-happy and of en­
gaging in  politics. “ E xp lo ita tion  
is once again being jus tified  by 
the bugbear o f re lig ious and 
social' heresy, ”  said- M ahjoub 
ben Seddik in  his O rienta tion 
Report to the Congress-

PAPER 'U N IO N S '

The r ig h t-w in g  press has 
compiled an impressive l is t  of 
“ autonomous unions”  —  but 
none of them  has ye t proved, 
fo r  instance by w aging a strike, 
tha t i t  exists other than on 
paper. And despite the c la im  of 
these “ unions”  to “ the crushing 
m a jo rity  of the w o rk in g  class, ”  
the U M T  ranks have remained 
solid.

The C o n g r e s s  was p roof 
enough tha t the d rive  to sp lit 
the U M T had fa iled  completely. 
This was no bureaucratic con­
fab. The delegates were v ir tu a l­
ly  a ll men (and a fe w  women) 
who are cu rre n tly  w o rk in g  in  
fac to ry  o r mine, • fa rm , school, 
or p riva te  agency, and they 
spoke out confidently fro m  the 
rostrum  of the Congress. Despite 
the applause and cheers through 
w h ich  the delegates expressed 
th e ir support to M ahjoub and to 
the general program  o f the 
U M T  leadership, critic ism s and 
disagreements were free ly  vo ic­
ed.

B u t the greatest achievement 
of the Congress was probab ly 
the educational effect i t  had on 
the delegates. A  young unionist 
from  Ksar-es-Souk (a tow n not 
fa r fro m  the Sahara) to ld  us 
tha t many delegates cafne to 
Casablanca w ith  doubts and un ­
certainties inspired by the propa­
ganda against the U M T, bu t 
tha t the "O rien ta tion  R eport" 
won th e ir whole-hearted accep­
tance.

This report and the “ A c tiv it ie s  
R eport” ' define the gu id ing  con­
cepts o f M oroccan labor and 
outline  a program  fo r the social 
and economic transform ation  of 
Morocco.

The U M T  a ffirm s its! 'b e lie f if l 
“ authentic and revo lu tiona ry  
unionism , o rgan ica lly  indepen­
dent o f a ll p o lit ica l parties, bu t

supporting a ll p o lit ica l action in  
con fo rm ity  w ith  the interests o f 
the to ilin g  masses. ”  I t  rejects 
the po licy  o f “ no po litics ”  w hich 
cap ita lis t po litic ians —  angered 
by the labor movem ent’s re ­
fusal to  support them  —  w ant 
the unions to adopt. Instead, 
the U M T  p roud ly  accepts “ the 
ro le of vanguard of the M oroc­
can people in  its  march tow ard  
libe ra tion  from  any fo rm  o f 
servitude and the establishm ent 
of a po litica l, economic, and 
social democracy. ”

ECONOMIC PRO GRAM

The U M T ’s economic program  
is closely geared to the grave 
problems of Morocco. I t  is not 
based on any specific doctrine 
— w hich  makes i t  a ll the more 
sign ificant fo r M arxists. I t  calls 
fo r  nationa liza tion  of the centra l 
banking  system, transporta tion  
and pow er supply; developm ent 
o f basic in dus try  under state 
ownership; nationa liza tion  o f a 
considerable p a rt o f fo re ign  
trade and tig h t governm ent con­
tro l over the rest; “  a coherent 
plan o f economic developm ent” ; 
and, most im po rtan t o f a ll in  an 
a g ricu ltu ra l coun try  60% o f 
whose peasants are landless, a 
sweeping land re form  a im ing at 
“ a to ta l transform ation  o f agrar­
ian structures”  based on co-op­
era tive  production.

A lthough  th is  program  no­
where uses the w ord  "socia list, "  
Morocco's labor leaders and 
rank-and-file  m ilita n ts  are not 
a fra id  to declare themselves 
socialists. For they have a goal 
tha t transcends a ll others —  as 
M ahjoub proclaim ed to the Con­
gress: "To  end the exp lo ita tion  
of man by man. "

FREE ENTERPRISE?
A  C a lifo rn ia  company aver­

aged 29. 9% pro fits  over five 
years se lling plane parts to the 
governm ent. I t  defended profits 
th a t w ent as h igh  as 38% as 
“ reasonable. ”

A d v e rtis e m e n t

Book Shelf 
Bargains

A ttra c tive  combinations of 
w o rth w h ile  books —  some 
you w i l l  w an t to add to your 
perm anent lib ra ry , others are 
ju s t enjoyable reading when 
you feel lik e  re lax ing  fo r  an 
evening.
' (1) “ L ite ra tu re  and Revo­
lu tio n ”  by Leon T ro tsky. One 
o f the finest M a rx is t w orks 
on art. $1. 98. “ C halk C irc le ”  
and “ The Good W oman of 
Setzuan, ”  tw o  plays by  B e r­
to lt  Brecht, au thor o f “ The 
Three Penny Opera. ”  $1. 45. 
Both books fo r $2. 29.

(2) “ The Causes o f W orld  
W ar Three”  b y  C. W rig h t 
M ills , au thor o f “ W h ite  C ol­
la r ”  and “ The Pow er E lite . ”  
$1. 50. “ Forw ard , G u n n e r

j Asch”  by Hans H e llm u t K irs t, 
‘ h ila rious  satire on w a rtim e  
madnesses o f the German 
M ili ta ry  b r a s s .  O rig in a lly  
$3. 95. Now $1. 45. Both  books 
fo r  $1. 95.

(3) “ The H is to ry  o f A m e ri­
can T ro tsky ism ”  by James P. 
Cannon. A n  absorbing acc­
ount o f the struggle to b u ild  
a re vo lu tio n a ry  socialist pa rty  
in  Am erica. $2. “ S idney H i l l ­
m an”  by M atthew  Josephson. 
Contains f a c t u a l  m ateria l 
about the social-dem ocratic 
labor bureaucrat. O rig in a lly  
$5. N ow  $1. 29. Both  books fo r 
$2. 29.

(4) “ Labor on the M arch”  
b y  E dw ard Levinson. S tory 
o f the  g row th  o f the  CIO. 
O rig in a lly  $3. 50. N ow  $1. 50. 
“ Sunset and Evening S ta r”  by  
Sean O’Casey. P a rt o f the 
autobiography o f the Ir ish  
poet and p la yw rig h t. O r ig in ­
a lly  $4. 75. N ow  $1. 59. Both 
book fo r $2. 19.

Send paym ent w ith  you r 
order.

Pioneer Publishers 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place 

New Y o rk  3, N . Y.

FUND SCOREBOARD
City Quota Paid Percent

Pittsburgh ...... ; ..................$ 10 $ 10 100
Allentown .......................... 110 101 92
Connecticut ........................ 200 165 83
Detroit .......................- ....... 600 .  385 64
Newark ................................ 265 142 54
T w in  C ities ........................ 1, 700 888 52
New Y o rk  ...........................4, 200 1, 953 46
St. Louis ..............................  80 35 44
Los A n g e le s .......................... 4, 400 1, 905 43
San Diego .......................... 245 100 41
Chicago ................................ 1, 000 400 40
D enver ................................  25 10 40
Seattle .................................. 500 155 31
M ilw aukee  .........   250 73 29
Cleveland ............................  750 200 27
Philadelph ia . ...................... 500 103 21
Boston ............   450 75 17
Bay Area ............................  800 56 7
General  .............................. 15 86 —

Tota l through M ay 4 $16, 100 $6, 842 42

A d v e rtis e m e n t A d v e rtis e m e n t

Socialism and Humanism
Am ong Soviet th inke rs  a tendency has appeared 

tha t puts the w e lfa re  of human beings above m ate ria l 
success. The w ritin g s  of these th inke rs  offer a challenge 
to M arx is ts  in  th e ir  struggle fo r  a socialist Humanism.

W hat is the re la tion  between M arx ism  and the 
philosophy of Hum anism , especially its  Soviet version? 
For a though t-p rovoking  consideration o f th is  problem , 
read “ Socialism and H um anism ”  by W illia m  F. Warde. 
In  the spring issue o f the In te rna tion a l Socialist Re­
view . Send 35 cents fo r  a copy.

International Socialist Review
116 U n ivers ity  Place N ew  Y o rk  3.  N .  Y .

Combination Offer
Get acquainted with the International Socialist 

Review and save money too. A  six-months subscription 
to the Militant plus one-year to the International 
Socialist Review—only $2.
The M ilitant 
116 University PL 
New York 3. N . Y .

Yes, I  w an t to take advantage o f yo u r com bination offer. 
I  am enclosing $2 fo r  a s ix-m onths subscription to the 
M ilita n t and one-year to the In te rna tiona l Socialist Review.

N a m e  - ................................................................................................ ..

S treet ........................................................................... ...........................

C i t y ...................................................  Z o n e .............  S tate................. „.

. . .  Socialist Fund Drive

Sidelights of Moroccan 
Trade Union Congress

The U M T  is proud to have 
orig inated the idea o f “ non-de­
pendence, ”  the Moroccan ve r­
sion of neu tra lity . The ro ll-ca ll 
o f fo re ign  v is itors representing 
labor and you th  organizations, 
symbolized th is  policy. The 
president of the opening session 
welcomed in  tu rn  the represen­
tatives o f Iraq ian  and Egyptian, 
West German and Russian labor 
movements, of the I C F T U  
(“ W estern”  bloc) and W FTU  
(“ Eastern”  bloc), o f the W A Y  
and the W FD Y  (W orld  Federa­
tion  of Dem ocratic Y outh). He 
greeted the union leaders from  
the U . S. (applause) and from  
China (standing ovation. )

•  *  •

The “ O rien ta tion  R eport”  de­
clares that, despite its 'a ffil ia t io n  
to the IC FTU , the U M T has a l­
ways rejected “ . . .  the double- 
edged offers of service made to 
i t  by organizations interested in  
being godfathers’ to its g row th . ”  
To illu s tra te  th a t these “ offers”  
have not ceased, Iw o  U . S. union 
leaders addressed' the Congress: 
Irv in g  B row n o f the A F L -C IO  
and Jay Crane, representing the 
ICFTU.

B row n evoked the 150 m illio n  
A fricans s ti l l  under colonial ru le  
and declared tha t the A F L -C IO  
favored th e ir  “ autonom y”  and 
an “ o rderly  and peaceful prog­
ress tow ard  independence. ”  He 
came out fo r A lge rian  independ­
ence and prom ised to do his best 
“ to convince the U . S. govern-

m ent to give a ll possible aid to 
the b u ild in g  of Morocco. ”

Crane, even more radical, 
congratulated the U M T  fo r 
proposing “ s truc tu ra l changes”  
in  the economic system. N e ith e r 
Crane nor B row n  discussed the 
A F L -C IO ’s consistent support to 
State D epartm ent policies, sym-. 
bolized b y  M eany’s pa rtic ipa ­
tion  in  the U ; S. delegation to 
the U N  tha t sided w ith  France 
in  last year’s debate on A lgeria .

Am ong fo re ign  delegates on ly 
Renard, Belg ian m eta l-w orkers 
leader, spoke w ith  the voice of 
authentic socialist in te rn a tio n ­
alism . H is conclusion d rew  a 
w ild  ovation. “ I  give you a 
solemn promise th a t never w i l l  
the Belgian w orkers pe rm it B e l­
gian draftees to be sent to fig h t 
a; colonia l w a r in  the Congo. I f  
necessary we w il l  stop them  
w ith  a general s tr ike . ”

•  *  ft

The delegates often in te rru p t­
ed speeches to express th e ir 
feelings in  an unm istakable 
way. One or another im prom ptu  
cheer leader w ou ld  sing out: 
“ Haach A b d a l l a h  Ib ra h im ”  
(Long live . A bda llah  Ib ra h im ); 
“ Haach E l H ouria  E ld ja za ir ia ”  
(Long J ive  A lge rian  indepen­
dence); “ Haach L itt ih a d  L ic - 
houghl E lm a g h rib i”  (Long live  
the Moroccan Federation o f La­
bor. ) A nd 1300 delegates w ould 
roar back: “ H aach! ”
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How Much More Blood?
Does Am erica re a lly  believe in  “ equal­

i t y  before the law ? ”
Its  statesmen procla im  so. I t  is one of 

th e ir  boasts in  the propaganda about the 
“ free w o rld . ”

A nd it  is w r itte n  in  the Constitution . 
Here is w hat i t  says: “ No State shall make 
or enforce any law  w h ich  shall abridge 
the priv ileges or im m un ities  of citizens of 
the U nited  States, nor shall any State de­
p rive  any person of life , lib e rty , or prop­
e rty  w ith o u t due process of law , nor deny 
to any person w ith in  its  ju risd ic tio n  the 
equal protection of the law . ”  (A rtic le  X IV , 
Section 1. )

B u t the re a lity  is d iffe rent. Th is fact 
was w r itte n  once again in  blood when the 
M ississippi lynch  mob dragged 23-year-old 
M ack C. P arker from  a ja i l  ce ll in  Poplar­
v il le  and m urdered him .

Parker was innocent of the charge of 
rap ing  a w h ite  woman. He insisted on h is 
innocence. And, as the C onstitu tion  de­
clares, under A m erican law  an accused 
person is innocent u n t il proven otherw ise.

B u t the lynchers decided they were 
the law . As in  o ther racist-m inded areas, 
they th irs ted  fo r th e ir periodic blood orgy. 
These sadists, reports indicate, were con­
vinced th a t Parker could not possibly be 
convicted in  a fa ir  tr ia l,  fo r  there was no 
evidence against h im . Even the w h ite  
wom an who singled h im  out of a group of 
prospective Negro candidates fo r  Southern 
“ jus tice ”  adm itted th a t she could not be 
sure; and that, in  fact, his voice was qu ite  
d iffe ren t from  tha t of the rea l crim ina l.

M ost dam ning of a ll are the ind ica­
tions of collusion between the authorities 
whose d u ty  i t  was to protect the prisoner 
in  th e ir  charge and the animals in  human 
fo rm  who dragged h im  down the stairs.

Judge Sebe Dale decided th a t no 
special precautions were necessary to pro­
tect the Negro you th . He ordered h im  
transferred to the ve ry  ja i l  most easily 
accessible to the b lood th irs ty  racists. The 
sheriff, as was his custom, le ft  the ja i l  
unguarded at n igh t, re tir in g  conveniently 
to his home nine m iles away. The lynchers 
coolly unlocked the courthouse door, w ent 
d ire c tly  to the f ilin g  cabinet where the 
sheriff pu t the ce ll keys th a t n ig h t— con­
tra ry  to custom, proceeded from  there to 
the cell and singled out P arker w ith  as 
m uch ease as i f  they were on the ' court­
house payro ll:

Is stronger evidence needed tha t 
“ equa lity  before the la w ”  is not practiced 
in  Mississippi?

Is stronger evidence needed to im pel 
Congress to pass federa l leg is la tion against 
lynch ing  so as to take such cases out of 
the hands of state authorities?

The leaders of the Dem ocratic and 
Republican parties take an oath, bn as­
sum ing office, to uphold the C onstitution. 
H ow  much more innocent blood m ust d rip  
in to  the W h ite  House and the ha lls of 
Congress before they decide th a t th is  oath 
is something m ore than a mere r itu a l and 
the C onstitu tion  something m ore than a 
worthless scrap of paper?

A  "Crash" Program for Cancer
W ith  fo rm er Secretary of State Dulles 

and enterta iner A r th u r  G odfrey stricken 
w ith  cancer, there has been an in tensifica­
tio n  o f pub lic  in terest in  the problem  of 
conquering th is  disease. A  sound approach 
to the problem  was indicated by Senator 
R ichard Neuberger in  a speech in  New  
Y o rk  A p r i l  30. He urged a federa l “ crash” ' 
program  fo r cancer research and assailed 
the Eisenhower adm in is tra tion  fo r  p lan­
n ing  to cut ra th e r than  expand the ex­
pend itu re  fo r  such research.

Neuberger, w ho recently  recovered 
from  cancer a; ~d obviously has a serious 
in terest in  the problem , pointed to the 
cases of Dulles, G odfrey and the la te  Sen­
ator T a ft as examples of the to l l  being 
taken by the disease. On the same day, Dr. 
Edm und G ow dry, a leading Am erican 
cancer expert, warned tha t one fo u rth  of 
the w o r ld ’s popula tion w i l l  die of th& 
disease in  the next 65 years unless the 
ra te  of incidence is checked.

Y e t federa l expenditures fo r  cancer 
research are being held to rock bottom  in

the name of a “ balanced”  budget. This 
“ balancing”  is g r im ly  iron ica l. Anti-cancer 
funds are pared down to help offset the 
huge cost o f a federa l program  tha t helps 
spread the disease. We mean the explosion 
of nuclear weapons, whose fa llo u t is can­
cer-producing.

The 1958 budget provided $2% b illio n  
fo r  the A tom ic  Energy Commission, and a 
s im ila r amount w i l l  be allocated fo r  the 
AEC in  the com ing fiscal year. U nder the 
b i-partisan co ld-w ar policy, most of th is  
sum w i l l  go to develop methods of nuclear 
warfare . M eanw hile  i t  is proposed to 
spend a meager $75 m illio n  fo r  cancer re­
search — $34 m illio n  less than the amount 
requested by the responsible agencies. 
The reduced figure  w i l l  mean the loss of 
ten to 12 research centers and the c u rta il­
m ent o f various experim enta l projects.

We believe the federal budget is w ay 
out of balance now. One means of r ig h tin g  
it ,  we th in k , is to reallocate the sums de­
voted to nuclear weapons fo r  a cancer 
“ crash program . ”

The Geneva 'Big 4' Conference
The conference of the B ig  Four fo r­

eign m in isters scheduled to open in  Ge­
neva, M ay 11, w i l l  reg ister a continued 
“ th a w ”  in  the cold war. I t  is not expected 
to a rrive  at solutions—lest o f a ll a last­
ing  so lu tion to the problem  of d iv ided 
Germ any or even d iv ided B erlin . H ow ­
ever, at sessions in  Paris and W arsaw, the 
U . S. -led bloc and the W arsaw-Pact powers 
drew  up th e ir  proposals in  such a w ay as 
to a llow  pro tracted negotiations over the 
B e rlin  question.

The M ay 3 New  Y o rk  Times says, 
. .  the consensus is tha t Geneva w i l l  be 

on ly  a w ay station to the sum m it. ”  And 
at h is press conference M ay 5 Eisenhower 
declared tha t a fo re ign m in isters confer­
ence had on ly  to hold out a ra y  of hope 
fo r  the heads o f governments to meet. 
The M ay 6 C hris tian  Science M on ito r re­
ports th a t E isenhower is now so much 
inc lined  to a sum m it gathering th a t he 
is w a rm ing  up to tjie  poss ib ility  tha t i t  
should be held in  the U . S.

The B ritis h  governm ent apparen tly 
v iews even a sum m it conference as on ly  
a phase in  a long process of negotiations. 
“ The B ritis h  foresee another sum m it ses­
sion— afte r th is  summer— convening per­
haps in  December. . .  then another next 
June, w ith  fo re ign m in is te rs ’ sessions and 
special commissions m eeting in  the in ­
terstices from  tim e  to tim e. ”  (M ay 2 Chris­
tia n  Science M on ito r. )

F u rth e r moves in  the a ttem pt on both 
sides o f the cold w a r to m a in ta in  the 
“ thaw ”  in  in te rna tion a l re la tions include 
N ixo n ’s fo rthcom ing v is it to Moscow in  
J u ly  to open the U . S. exposition there and 
a prospective v is it by Khrushchev to the 
U . S. to open the Soviet exposition in  New 
Y ork. These are fo llow -ups to the tou r of

the U n ited  States conducted last w in te r 
by M ikoyan.

The “ th a w ”  in  the cold w a r stems 
from  continuous reverses th a t W ashing­
ton has suffered in  its  w a r d rive  against 
the Soviet Union. The tru th  of the m atte r 
is tha t U . S. co ld-w ar moves are unpopular 
a ll over the globe. }

Thus some observers in  the cap ita lis t 
press have speculated th a t the curren t 
U . S. fo re ign po licy  of greater “ f le x ib il ity ”  
is re a lly  designed to help the B ritis h  Con­
servative P a rty  to w in  the next election. 
W ith o u t such a po licy, i t  is held, the 
strong a n ti-w a r sentim ent in  B r ita in  
w ould  in e v ita b ly  b rin g  the Labor P arty  
to power.

B u t i t  isn ’t  on ly  in  B r ita in  tha t popular 
a n ti-w a r sentim ent m ust be reckoned 
vsdth. Though less pronounced in  th is  
country, i t  played a ro le  in  the outcome 
of the elections last November, and both 
b ig  business parties m ust continue to take 
i t  'in to  account as they prepare fo r  the 
1960 elections.

The “ thaw ”  does not dispel the dan­
ger o f w ar, w h ich  is lodged in  the d rive  
of b ig  business in  the U n ited  States, Japan 
and W estern Europe to exp lo it the w orld . 
Furtherm ore, w o rk ing  people m ust be on 
guard everywhere against attem pts by the 
Soviet bureaucracy to  sacrifice th e ir  
struggles fo r  socialism in  the illu so ry  
hope th a t the  “ th a w ”  m igh t thus be pro­
longed inde fin ite ly .

W ork ing  people should welcome the 
cu rren t re laxa tion  of co ld-w ar tensions, 
above a ll because i t  is a m ark  o f th e ir 
influence in  w o r ld , affa irs and because i t  
provides them  w ith  greater opportun ities 
to struggle fo r  socialism, w h ich  alone can 
secure lasting  peace.

"W e've just got to meet the challenge of that Bolshevik Ballet! "

On Marx’s 141st Birthday, His 
Ghost Haunts Capitalist Class

By M u rry  Weiss
May 5 marked ihe 141st anni­

versary of K arl Marx's birth. He 
was born in Trier, Germany, in 
1818. His theories of scientfic so­
cialism are now enjoying an a ll­
lime high of popularity through­
out the world.

Here in  the  U n ited  States, 
M arx is not ignored either. 
Scarcely a day passes tha t M a rx ­
ism  isn’t  being misrepresented, 
v ilifie d  and baited by the mass 
media o f cap ita lis t propaganda. 
That, too, is a fo rm  o f tr ib u te  
to M arx  —  i f  no t exactly a m ark 
o f “ p opu la rity , ”  fo r  there is no 
denying th a t the influence in 
th is coun try  o f a socialist move­
m ent based on his teachings is 
tem po ra rily  at an ebb..

I f  M arxism  has so fe w  avowed 
supporters, in  the U nited States, 
w hy  is propaganda against i t  so 
strong?

M arx  supplied the answer to 
th is  question w ith  his theory of 
the class struggle. B u t i t  is the 
actual class struggle here and 
abroad —  and not the theory of 
i t— tha t disturbs the capita lis ts ’ 
peace o f m ind. I t  is the da ily  
and yea rly  ve rifica tion  o f M a rx ’s 
theories tha t is unnerv ing  to the 
big business ru le rs o f America.

K A R L M A R X

The class struggle in  cap ita lis t 
society, w h ich  M a rx  said was 
the m ain force shaping the his­
to ry  o f our times, has led to the 
overth row  o f cap ita lism  in  one 
th ird  o f the w o rld ’s area in ­
habited by a b illio n  people. They 
are now  bu ild ing  the foundation 
o f a socialist society, w h ich  
M arx predicted w ou ld  supplant 
capita lism . T he ir example in flu ­
ences an ever grow ing num ber 
o f people th roughout the w o rld
—  now  especially in  the econom­
ica lly  underdeveloped areas — 
in  a socialist d irection. Thus i t  
is the continu ing  process o f so­
c ia lis t revo lu tion  th a t produces 
cap ita lis t fu lm ina tions — and 
occasionally hysterica l outbursts
—  against M arx.

In  the U n ited  States, too, de­
spite the oceans o f p rin te rs ’ in k  
and m ountains o f paper tha t 
have gone in to  a n ti-M a rx is t 
propaganda, the class struggle 
continues to m anifest itse lf.

L e t us reca ll th a t as recently 
as 25 years ago Am erican capi­
ta lism  lived  in  an open-shop 
paradise. In  steel, rubber, auto, 
meatpacking, tex tile , electrical 
goods, transporta tion  and many 
o ther industries, the w orkers 
confronted the corporations as 
helpless wage slaves, at the 
m ercy o f the greediest and most 
ruthless cap ita lis t exp lo iters in 
tho w orld . I f  the slaves rebelled 
they were beaten and routed by 
company police (inc lud ing  the 
o ffic ia l police force) and by 
h ired thugs. They were th row n  
out o f company-owned homes, 
refused cred it at company stores 
and starved in to  submission. 
U nion organizers were tarred 
and feathered or shot.

B ig  business has suffered qu ite

a come-down from  those days 
o f un inh ib ited , free enterprise. 
They now confron t pow erfu l in ­
dustria l unions. They m ust deal 
w ith  un ion negotia ting  com­
m ittees and g ran t wage in ­
creases, w e lfa re  plans, l im ita ­
tions on the w o rk in g  day, p ro ­
tection o f the w orkers ’ l ife  on 
the job, pension plans and vaca­
tions w ith  pay. Is there any 
wonder th a t the d iabolica l 
ghost o f K a r l M a rx  evokes such 
keen hatred?

M A RX'S FORERUNNERS

As a m a tte r o f fact, the cap­
ita lis t spokesmen ven t too much 
of th e ir anger on M arx. They 
should save some o f i t  fo r  earlie r 
th inkers  belonging to th e ir  own 
class —  men lik e  Adam  Smith, 
David  Ricardo and Benjam in 
F ra n k lin  —  w ho discovered 
m any o f the basic economic laws 
on w h ich  MarxJ’s conclusions 
were based. In  a le tte r to Joseph 
Weydemeyer, dated M arch 5, 
1852, M a rx  w ro te :

“ As fa r as I  am concerned, 
the honor does no t belong to me 
fo r  having  discovered the ex­
istence of e ither classes in  m od­
ern society or of the struggle 
between the classes. Bourgeois 
historians a long tim e  before me 
expounded the h is to rica l de­
velopm ent o f th is  class struggle, 
and bourgeois economists, the 
economic anatom y o f classes. 
W hat was new on m y part, was 
to prove the fo llo w in g : (1) tha t 
the existence o f classes is con­
nected o n ly  w ith  certa in h is to ri­
cal struggles w h ich  arise ou t of 
the developm ent o f production; 
(2) th a t class struggle rffeces- 
sa rily  leads to the d ic ta torsh ip  
o f the p ro le ta ria t; (3) tha t th is 
d ic ta torsh ip  is its e lf on ly  a 
trans ition  to the abo lition  o f 'a ll  
classes and to a classless so­
ciety. ”

PERVERT SCIENCE

Profound th inke rs  o f the r is ­
ing cap ita lis t class paved the 
w ay fo r  M a rx ’s theories w ith  
th e ir own discoveries o f the  ob­
jec tive  laws governing the cap­
ita lis t system. B u t as soon as 
the class struggle between the 
employers and the w orkers burst 
ou t in  earnest, genuine ly scien- 
tif i ic  investigation in  economics 
was forced to g ive w ay to w hat 
M a rx  called vu lga r economics — 
a system o f cheap ra tiona liza ­
tions and apologies fo r cap ita lis t 
exp lo ita tion  as an e terna l law  
o f human nature.

M arx picked up where the 
earlier, brilliant school of pro­
capitalist economists had left 
off. He unravelled the complex 
difficulties that beset them and 
showed why they were unable 
to transcend these difficulties. 
He showed how the class strug­
gle was rooted in capitalist re­
lations of production and would 
inevitably lead the working class 
to overthrow the capitalist pro­
ductive relations. He proved 
through the most painstaking 
study of history and of the revo­
lutionary events of his time the 
independent role that the work­
ing class must play in the strug­
gle to transform society from 
capitalism to socialism.

A ctua lly , the m ore sophisti­
cated th inke rs  o f the cap ita lis t 
class in  Am erica today are not 
foolish enough to waste th e ir 
tim e  “ denying”  the existence of 
the class struggle. They are too 
busy try in g  to w in / it .

The same holds true  fo r  the 
more sophisticated w in g  o f the 
Am erican labor bureaucracy. 
They acknowledge the re a lity  of

the class struggle —  at least to 
themselves — and t r y  to  cheat 
i t  by cementing “ class-collabor- 
a tion is t”  alliances w ith  the  em­
p loy ing  class. Thereby they hope 
to preserve th e ir special place in 
cap ita lis t society at the expense 
of the class interests o f the 
workers. I t  is possible, th a t at 
the ve ry  next stage o f Am erican 
h istory, w hen the class struggle 
again erupts w ith  fu l l  force on 
the Am erican scene, a num ber 
of shrewder labor offic ia ls w i l l  
even pose as “ M arx is ts”  in  order 
be tte r to  deceive the w o rk ing  
class.

In  any case, the world process 
of decline and crisis of capital­
ism w ill not spare the United 
States. The majority of workers 
w ill advance from mere trade- 
union consciousness to socialist 
political thinking. An influential 
Marxist-minded left-w ing w ill 
develop in the unions and w ill 
be the base for the emergence of 
a sizable revolutionary socialist 
party. Howlers against Marx  
w ill really have something to 
howl about then.

The American 
W ay of Life

You Can't Coddle Them
W hen the stress o f l iv in g  in  

Am erica rises, as i t  always does 
when m illions are th row n out of 
w o rk  or the cost o f liv in g  moves 
ahead, an increase in  crim e and 
delinquency occurs. Sociologists 
and crim ino log ists have long 
held that the u ltim a te  cause of 
these maladjustm ents is to be 
traced to ills  in  the economy.

B u t some o f our Democratic 
and R e p u b l i c a n  lawm akers 
th in k  tha t th is  v iew  is so much 
mush. As guardians o f cap ita l­
is t p rope rty  rights, they have a 
sim pler solution; namely, to  stop 
coddling malefactors. Get tough 
w ith  them. That, they contend, 
is the Am erican Way.

T ha t’s w hy Republican and 
Dem ocratic legislators in  the 
State of New Y o rk  recently  
passed, by  an overw helm ing 
m a jo rity , a b i l l  to  give school 
teachers the p riv ilege  o f beating 
ch ildren entrusted to th e ir  care. 
Gov. ’ Rockefeller, fo rtuna te ly , 
vetoed the measure.

N ow  in  the State o f Delaware, 
Gov. Boggs is. considering a b i l l  
passed by a s im ila r ly  heavy ma­
jo r ity  m aking i t  m andatory to 
use the lash in  cases of “ arm ed”  
robbery. “ A rm ed ”  means any 
case in w h ich  fea r is aroused in  
a v ic tim  or a “ th rea t of v io ­
lence”  is involved. The penalty 
w ould  be 20 to 40 lashes fo r  the 
firs t offense and no t less than 
30 fo r  each subsequent one.

The w h ip p in g  post has been 
used fo r 150 years in  Delaware, 
bu t i t  is not m andatory. Here 
is how it  is adm in istered. accord­
ing to a Delaware o ffic ia l:

"Before a flogging the prison­
er is examined by a doctor. If  
he is in good condition he is 
stripped to the waist and bound 
to the whipping post.. . .  The 
warden uses a cat-o'-nine-tails, 
which consists of nine pieces of 
heavy rawhide attached to a 
handle.

"The law  says the lashes 
must be 'well laid on. ' But 
regulations call for ihe warden 
to lay them on with his arms 
held straight —  in other words, 
he is not allowed to bend his 
elbows the way you would if  
you were flogging a mule. He 
brings his 'cat' straight around 
onto the man's back. When it's 
all over, the man is taken to 
the infirmary. "

Dr. D avid  Abrahamsen, a noted 
psychologist, said: “ I t  is a step 
backw ard 400 years in  tim e . ”

Paul F. L iv ingston , the on ly  
Negro member of the House 
and one o f the three to vote

against the savage measure, 
said: “ When you w h ip  his back 
then you got h im . He can never 
l i f t  his head up any more. ”

These sentiments express the 
real Am erican W ay, w h ich  is to  
leave the M idd le  Ages behind, 
and at least s tr ive  to approach 
the problem  o f crim e in  a c iv il­
ized w ay.

— Paul Abbott

21% of National 
Income Coes to 
Richest 5%

Even with full employment, 
overtime and two or three 
members of ihe fam ily w ork­
ing —  the lower income groups 
in the U . S. have only increased 
their relative economic position 
to the lop brackets by 10% in  
the prosperity period from the 
beginning of World W ar I I  to 
the present. Selma F. Gold­
smith of the U . S. Department 
of Commerce reports that in  
1929 5% of America's richest 
families got 30% of the nation's 
income. By 1947 this figure had 
been reduced to 20. 9%. Only 
fractional changes have oc­
curred in this percentage since 
then.

In  contrast to th is  great con­
centra tion o f income in  the 
hands o f 5% at the top, 40% o f 
Am erica ’s fam ilies at the bottom  
o f the ladder received 13% of 
the na tiona l income in  1929, ac­
cord ing to figures made pub lic  
by the  Commerce Departm ent. 
This was less than one-ha lf o f 
w ha t the top 5% received. In  
1947 fam ilies in  the bottom  
40% received 16% o f the na­
tiona l income.

I t  is tru e  th a t the rem ain ing  
55% o f Am erican fam ilies  have 
absorbed a la rge r p roportion  of 
the na tiona l income since the 
beginning of W orld  W ar I I .  
However, the la test figures 
(1957) reveal th a t the na tiona l 
income is s t i l l  heav ily  concen­
tra ted  at the top. Thus the lo w ­
est f if th  o f the na tion  receives 
4. 8%; second fifth , 11. 3% ; th ird , 
16. 3%; fou rth , 22. 3%; top fifth , 
45. 3%.

BIG  A UD IENC E
Am erica sure m ust lik e  W est­

erns. O ut o f 51. 4 m illio n  homes, 
rough ly  49. 5 m illio n  now  have 
radios and 44 m illio n  have T V  
receivers.

Headlines in Other Lands
Syngman Rhee 
Suppresses A nother 
Opposition Paper

Korean d i c t a t o r  Syngman 
Rhee suppressed Kyunghyang 
Sh inm un, an opposition news­
paper, on M ay 1. The G overn­
m ent In fo rm ation  Office claimed 
tha t the paper had p rin ted  ed­
ito ria ls  and articles o f a “ false”  
nature. A lthough  in  each case 
where “ e rro r”  had been com­
m itted  K yunghyang Shinm un 
had p rin ted  a c la rifica tion—the 
paper was closed under O rd in ­
ance 88 of the fo rm e r U nited 
States M ilita ry  G overnm ent of 
South Korea.

This Ordinance, proclaim ed in 
1946 to “ curb Com m unist sub­
versive propaganda, ”  is now 
being used by Rhee to crush a ll 
opposition.

The newspaper, w ith  a c ircu ­
la tion  of 150, 000, is supported 
by Roman Catholics and has 
backed V ice-President John M. 
Chang, leader o f the Opposition 
Democratic P arty . I t  is expected 
to file  an adm in is tra tive  su it 
aga inst‘ the government.

U. S. Govt. Holds Up 
Austrian O il Loan

U . S. offic ia ls are ho ld ing  up 
some $45 m illio n  in  funds— 
usually le n t A u s tria  annually 
fo r  o il developm ent p ro jects^- 
because o f “ displeasure”  over 
th a t coun try ’s fa ilu re  to favo r 
U. S. o il interests. The Socialist 
and Catholic coa lition  govern­
m ent w i l l  leave i t  up to the 
people at the polls M ay 10. The 
Catholic People’s P a rty  wants 
to accede to U . S. demands; the 
Socialists w an t to  keep the o il 
w e lls  under governm ent con­
tro l.

Guinea President 
Defends Purchase 
O f Czech Arms

“ I f  you insist Guinea is Com­
munist, th a t settles i t ,  ”  declared 
President Sekou Toure. Thus he 
rep lied to a deliberate U . S. 
campaign against the. Guinean 
governm ent because i t  has ac­

cepted shipments of arms from  
Czechoslovakia.

President Toure says th a t he 
had firs t asked the U nited 
States fo r  weapons last October 
when France pu lled  ou t a ll its 
forces fro m  Guinea. He never 
received a reply. The U . S. State 
D epartm ent denies any fo rm a l 
request on the p a rt o f Toure a l­
though an uno ffic ia l request is 
acknowledged.

Questioned by E lie  Abel, N. Y. 
Tim es correspondent on A p r il 
28, Toure said re lations between 
U. S. and Guinea were good bu t 
th a t undoubted ly there has been 
created a gap conditioned “ on 
the side of the U n ited  States by 
French-Am erican re la tions. . .  
There is a sort of subordination 
o f our interests, w h ich  has been 
p a rtic u la rly  m arked recently . ”

U. S. Arm ed M ight 
Massed Against 8 9  
Rebels in Panama

I t  was not to protect one m il­
lion  Panamanians tha t the U . S. 
rushed a ll sorts o f armaments 
to Panama last week w hen a 
“ force”  o f 89 men “ invaded”  
the country from  Cuba. A ny 
“ a ttack”  on Panama is consid­
ered by the State Department- 
as a d irec t a ttack on the U nited 
States, fo r  the Panama Canal— 
operated by the U . S. -owned 
Panama Canal Co. —  cuts th is  
l it t le  country in  two.

The discontent o f the Pan­
amanian people is w ha t the U . S. 
governm ent rea lly  fears. The 
people o f th is  v ir tu a l U . S. col­
ony have been kept in  poverty  
w h ile  the Panama Canal Co. is 
amassing profits. Last year i t  
netted w e ll over $80 m illion . 
The Panamanian governm ent 
received a mere $1. 9 m illio n  fo r 
its leasehold on the Canal Zone.

The regime o f P resident de la 
G uardia has been shaky fo r 
some tim e. H enry  G em m ill re ­
ports in  the W all S treet Journa l 
tha t th is  invasion was ju s t the 
“ la test evidence”  o f the instab­
i l i t y  of the regime. There have 
been “ sporadic outbreaks in  the 
provinces and r io tin g  in  the 
cap ita l. ”  A bou t 12% of the la ­
bor force is jobless and “ per 
capita income runs about $237 
yea rly . ”  T w en ty  percent o f the 
w o rk in g  popu la tion  r e c e i v e

th e ir  income d ire c tly  “ from  
U. S. operation of the Canal and 
defense forces based in  the 
Canal Zone and from  one p r i­
vate Am erican firm , C h irio u i 
Land Co., banana g row ing sub­
s id ia ry  o f U n ited  F ru it. ”

A lthough  the 89 invaders 
(most o f w hom  are Cuban) are 
now under arrest, G em m ill fears 
th a t the w hole inc iden t “ could 
become another example of 
U . S. ‘im peria lism  and co lon ia l­
ism ’ fo r  the le ftis ts  o f L a tin  
Am erica  to ta lk  about endless­
ly . ”

However, the le ftis ts  aren’t  
the on ly  ones to resent U . S. in ­
terference. T h e  Panamanian 
newspaper Pan A m erican an­
swered the a ttack o f Senator 
Smathers (D -F la . ) th a t the in ­
vasion was “ C om m unist-insp ir­
ed. ”  The paper rep lied : “ The 
w o rld  is tire d  o f hearing A m e ri­
cans label every th ing  th a t is 
non-U .S. as Com m unistic. I t  is 
almost amusing th a t when most 
U . S. citizens are asked to com­
ment on a fo re ign s itua tion  in  
w h ich  U . S. interests such as 
money are im pe rilled  they h o l­
le r Com m unist. ”

State Dept. Deaf 
To Castro's Call 
For Economic A id

Cuban P rem ier F ide l Castro 
pu t the U . S. governm ent on the 
spot at the economic conference 
in  Buenos A ires of the In te r- 
Am erican Com m ittee o f Tw en­
ty-One, on M ay 2. He urged the 
U n ited  States to provide $30 
b ill io n  fo r  L a tin  A m erican eco­
nom ic developm ent du ring  the 
nex t ten years.

The U . S. delegation to the 
conference has refused to an­
swer the Cuban leader. Thomas 
C. Mann, Assistant Secretary of 
State fo r Economic A ffa irs , de­
cided, according to  the N . Y . 
Times, “ to push ahead w ith  con­
sideration o f m a jo r resolutions, 
fee ling  th a t these w il l  speak fo r 
the cooperative s p ir it  o f the 
U nited States. ”

Roy R. Rubottom , Jr., Assist­
ant Secretary fo r  In te r-A m e ri­
can Affairs, said he d idn ’t  feel 
tha t Castro spoke fo r  a ll L a tin  
Am erica: “ We don’t in tend  to 
engage in  polemics. ”



Letters from Our Readers
Bumped, Bothered 
A nd Bewildered
E dito r:

N ow  I ’ve had everyth ing. 
G irls  w on’t  date me because I ’m 
la id  off. Can’t  get w o rk  in  some 
places because I ’m not m arried. 
Can’t  get w o rk  in  o ther lines 
because I  haven’t  got a college 
degree.

B u t a fte r ge tting  la id  o ff in  
the Ford Rouge P lan t in  1957 I 
f in a lly  got called back to the 
trac to r p lant. There I  was to ld  
I  was too w e ll educated fo r the 
job.

Caught another b ro the r going 
in  and to ld  h im  about m y being 
too w e ll educated by the In te r­
na tiona l Correspondence School 
so he stuck his papers from., the 
H enry  Ford College o f M otion 
S tudy in  his pocket?.

Unemployed Ford W orker 
D e tro it

Louder Than 
Speeches
E dito r:

M y  congratulations to Joseph 
K e lle r fo r his w onderfu l a rtic le  
about the New Y o rk  m other who 
refused to run  fo r  shelter du ring  
the New Y o rk  a ir ra id  test. He 
expressed exactly the w ay I  fe lt 
about th is  wom an when I  read

about her in  the papers. One 
m other like  tha t is w orth  a hun ­
dred speeches.

S. M.
New Y ork

On Union
Democracy
E dito r:

Enclosed is money fo r  m y re­
newal. A bou t you r request fo r 
suggestions about the M ilita n t, 
I  th in k  the facts should be 
brought out about the fantastic 
salaries o f labor leaders like  
Meany, etc.

Also, I  th in k  a ll un ion leaders 
should be elected by referendum  
vote o f the members.

W. J.
Los Angeles

College Student 
Gets Pro and Con 
Reactions to M ilitan t
E dito r:

Several months ago I  sub­
scribed to th e , M il i ta n t  and now 
I  w ou ld  lik e  to subscribe to the 
In te rna tiona l Socialist Review. I  
have enjoyed reading the paper 
ve ry  much in  m y spare tim e 
between studies.

Since I  am graduating from  co l­
lege th is  June I  hope to be able 
to attend some o f the meetings

and lectures concerning today’s 
many complex problems. As a 
member of the in te rrac ia l com­
m ittee at th is college w h ich  in ­
cludes students of a ll races, I 
have given the M ilita n t to many 
students to read. They have 
m any opinions pro and con 
about the paper, too numerous 
to l is t here.

I  am look ing  fo rw a rd  now to 
ge tting  the In te rna tiona l So­
c ia lis t Review.

C. S., Jr.
New Y o rk

Cod's Gift 
To the Cods
E ditor:

Here i t  is the firs t o f M ay but 
a ll I  heard on the rad io  th is 
m orn ing \was tha t A p r i l  was the 
driest on record fo r the state of 
Texas. Rains w ere on ly  spotted 
th is year.

Soil bank k it ty  m oney takes 
care o f the few  and lets the rest 
w ork  th e ir backs o ff and starve. 
The local paper helps take care 
c f the s itua tion  by exp la in ing  
that man never dies and tha t 
God said the land is his g ift. B u t 
the Gods of th is w o rld  say i t ’s 
a g if t  to them. So there is no 
land fo r our children.

Enclosed is $2. 50 to help p r in t 
the paper.

J. C.
■Coleman, Texas

Beware of the Whipsaw
By H erm an Chauka

D uring  a v is it to Las Vegas, a fr ie n d ly  
hote l c le rk  warned me to stay away fro m  the 
poker tables. I t  seems th a t in  each game there 
ate tw o house men who q u ick ly  and e ffic ien tly  
“ w hipsaw ”  the unw ary  novice out of his 
money. From  w hat I> read in  the papers, the 
“ w hipsaw ”  operation is cu rre n tly  in  action on 
a vast scale in  the stock m arket.

F ive  m illio n  people m ay be out o f w ork, 
b u t there are s t i l l  qu ite  a few  others around 
w ith  some ready cash and the urge to get 
rich  quick. I t ’s reached the po in t where “ le g it i­
m ate”  stock brokers and the federal Securities 
Exchange Commission are ge tting  concerned.

“ Speculation has attracted the lambs to be 
fleeced, and i t  fo llow s th a t m anipulators are 
active again, ”  says the A p r i l  11 Business Week.

F rom  u ran ium  mines to F lo rida  “ land 
developm ent, ”  low -priced stocks are ge tting  a 
record p lay on the basis o f “ inside tips ”  on 
how  to tr ip le  you r money overnight. Shares in  
one F lo rida  land o u tfit shot up from  $30. 75 to 
$77. 50 in  a m atte r o f weeks— and back dow n 
to $47. 25 in  even less time. Some of the bigger 
brokers are tigh ten ing  m arg in  requirem ents— 
dem anding more cash reserves — because of 
“ the fan tas tica lly  w ide fluctuations”  in  stock 
prices.

Legend has i t  tha t ju s t before the 1929 
crash, every office boy on W a ll S treet was 
p lay ing  the m arket. Today the fever has in ­
vaded broader spheres. One b roker te lls  of a 
16-year-old w ho approached h im  a t a Boy 
Scout m eeting fo r  inside dope on investing 
some cash he had on hand. The b roker advised 
a stable, m a jor corporation tha t offers a regu lar 
5%  re tu rn  on investm ent. A  week la ter, he 
said, the b o y , was back demanding to know  
how  much his stock had' gone up.

One survey shows th a t today 25% o f the 
population is ta lk in g  about the stock m arket 
as compared to 9%  a year ago. “ The same w ild

rum or th a t moved a stock one e ighth  a year 
ago seems to move i t  e ight points today, ”  says 
an SEC spokesman.

The craze is nation-w ide. Last m onth the 
volum e o f stock trad ing  was up 328% over 
the same month a year ago. In  the firs t quar­
te r of th is year, trad ing  on the Pacific Coast 
Stock Exchange more than doubled the volum e 
of the same period a year ago. Chicago’s' M id ­
west Stock Exchange reports a 57% increase 
fo r  firs t quarte r 1959 over firs t quarte r 1958.

G. K e ith  Funston, president of the New 
Y ork  Stock Exchange warned A p r il 6 against 
the extensive trend tow ard  speculation “ by 
people who don’t  know  w hat they ’re buy ing. ”  

“ Instances are not rare, I ’m unhappy to 
say, in  w h ich  a buyer of a g iven stock hasn’t  
the foggiest idea of w hat line  of endeavor he 
has entered as a p a rt owner. ”

A  spokesman fo r a large W a ll S treet house 
p u t i t  more b lu n tly : “ These guys are jus t 
numbers players. ”

The SEC says i t  is considering “ crim ina l 
prosecution”  o f m an ipu la tors whose ‘/w h ipsaw ”  
ac tiv ities  go hand in  hand w ith  w ide  pub lic  
speculation. These operators gather up shares 
in  a F lo rida  o u tfit specializing in  choice under­
w ater lots, get the rum or spread fa r  and w ide 
tha t the pa rticu la r stock is due to shoot up 
fast and then unload even faster when the 
suckers s ta rt clam bering on ’ the bandwagon.

The SEC and the b ig outfits th a t are doing 
w e ll enough “ le g itim a te ly ”  are w orried  th a t the 
present a c tiv ity  of the m anipulators w il l  lead 
to a loud pub lic  bleat by  the fleeced lambs. 
“ Danger, Inside T ip  Ahead, ”  warns an adver­
tisem ent to be published in  220 papers by the 
august W a ll Street house o f M e rr ill,  Lynch, 
Pearce, Fenner and Sm ith.

Anyone w ant to buy shares to stake me to 
poker?
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Notes in the News
IT A L IA N  PAPER C ONTINUES SACCO- 

V A N Z E T T I D R IVE — II Messaggero, a Rome 
paper, is conducting a campaign to  clear the 
names o f N ico la  Sacco and Bartolom eo Van- 
ze tti w ho were lega lly  m urdered 32 years ago 
b y  the State o f Massachusetts. They were v ic ­
tim s o f a d rive  against radicals and foreigners. 
I I  Messaggero published a statem ent A p r il 30 
fey a fo rm er Ita lia n  consulate o ffic ia l re ite ra ting  
th a t Sacco was in  his Boston office at the tim e 
the state claimed he was pa rtic ipa ting  in  an 
armed robbery. On A p r il 1, the Massachusetts 
House, w ith o u t debate or a ro ll-c a ll vote, re ­
jected a b il l  fo r  posthumous pardon o f the tw o  
labor m artyrs. T he ir action fo llow ed a pub lic  
hearing where the evidence p roving  fram eup 
was again presented.

* » »
COULD YOU USE $47, 221 ON R ETIR E ­

M EN T? —Tha t’s the am ount you w il l  shell out 
in  taxes du ring  your w o rk in g  life tim e  i f  you 
are an average wage earner w ith . an income 
o f $5, 183 a year. You w il l  w o rk  fo r ten years 
ju s t to pay th is tax b il l  says the magazine 
“ Taxes, ”  published by the Commerce C learing 
House. Or, to look at i t  another way, every 
fo u rth  w o rk in g  day tha t you p u t in  is s tr ic t ly  
fo r  the benefit o f the tax  collector.

* * *
A  GOOD E X A M P LE — Six B rook lyn  boys, 

arrested on a charge of m ischief, were given 
a ra the r s ta rtling  closeup of New Y o rk ’s “ f in ­
est. ”  They were w a itin g  in  the police station 
to  be taken to Adolescent C ourt by the cop who 
arrested them. Suddenly, to  th e ir  amazement, 
three o ther policemen grabbed the arresting 
officer,  disarmed h im  when he pulled a gun,
and took a watch from  his pocket tha t they
said he had ju s t stolen from  a desk in the 
station. The cop was hauled off to  ja il  on 
charges o f felonious assault and p e tit larceny. 
Someone else took the boys to court.

*  *  *

ONE ON TH E HOUSE — To demonstrate 
the advantages of pub lic  ownership o f power, 
the People’s U t i l i ty  D is tr ic t a t C latskanie, Ore.,
gave its customers free e lec tric ity  fo r  the
month o f A p r il.

*  *  *

SMOG K IC K S  B AC K  IN  NEW YO RK —
N ew  Y o rk  was blanketed w ith  a th ick , black 
and, o ily  soot A p r il 30. I t  fe ll so heav ily  tha t 
automobiles- le ft t i r e ,  tracks. Police reported 
th a t m any people suffered eye 11141311011 and 
heavy breathing. W eather experts explained 
th a t the countless tons of indus tria l waste 
belched in  the N ew  Y o rk  sky usually fa lls  on 
o ther areas but, tha t a com bination o f atmos­
pheric circumstances kept i t  a t the po in t of

o rig in  th is  tim e. Police w en t to  the top of the 
Em pire State B u ild in g  to see i f  the soot was 
coming from  any pa rticu la r source bu t the a t­
mosphere was so th ick  w ith  i t  th a t they 
couldn’t  see much of anyth ing. The technical 
means fo r  e lim ina ting  such poisonous wastes 
were perfected a long  tim e ago, b u t i t  costs 
money so the smog continues.

*  ■* *

NEW  W ITC H -H U N T MEASURES SCOR­
ED— Pending b ills  in  Congress to make the 
Sm ith A c t more pun itive  and to stiffen pass­
po rt and “ security ”  screenings were vigorous­
ly  opposed in a M ay -2 statement by 35 p ro ­
fessors at Columbia, Cornell, H arvard , Penn­
sylvania and Yale Law  Schools. In  a telegram 
to Senator Eastland (D-M iss. ) chairm an o f the 
Senate Jud ic ia ry  Committee they said tha t the 
proposed measures “ jeopardize m any o f the 
values most h ig h ly  cherished in  a free society. ”  
Opposition was also voiced before the Senate 
In te rna l Security subcommittee A p r i l  30 by 
C la rk  Foreman, D irecto r o f the Emergency 
C iv il L ibe rties  Committee. “ L e t me urge again 
tha t you consider the damage w h ich  has a l­
ready been done by measures of the k ind  you 
are now considering. Do not add to the in ju ry  
of Am erican democracy, ”  M r. Foreman said.

*  *  *

THE POT A N D  THE K E T T LE — In  an
A p r il 28 lecture at Colum bia U n ive rs ity , fo rm er 
President T ru man critic ized the lack o f re ­
lig ious freedom in fascist Spain. In  a rep ly  the 
nex t day, the Spanish Ambassador rem inded 
T rum an th a t he had “ renewed fu l l  d ip lom atic  
re lations, and commenced negotiations fo r  the 
jo in t m ilita ry  agreements between the U nited 
States and Spain, in defense of the Western 
w o rld . ”

*  *  *

NEW  YO RK ADOPTS U N IO N  R E G U LA ­
T IO N  L A W  —  Gov. Rockefeller signed a meas­
ure in to  law  A p r il 18 tha t makes New Y o rk
the firs t state in  the coun try  empowered to
regulate union finances. The act requires the 
filin g  of an annual financial statement w ith  the 
state as w e ll as w ith  un ion members. I t  bars 
un ion offic ia ls from  having interests in  or deal­
ings w ith  any company w ith  whom  th e ir union 
negotiates. I t  establishes procedures fo r  lend­
ing union funds and provides penalties fo r 
offic ia ls subord inating union interests to th e ir 
own gain. M axim um  penalties are a year in  
ja i l  and a $1, 000 fine. The measure was, op­
posed by the A FL-C IO , bu t labor-endorsed 
Democrats as w e ll as Republicans voted almost 
unanim ously fo r it. Now the adm in is tra tion  is 
p reparing new leg is la tion fo r  regu la tion of 
un ion elections.

... Sheriff
( Continued from  Page 1)

had been in fo rm ed by phone 
on ly tha t there was “ troub le ”  at 
the ja il, th is  designation of 
P arker as the “ r ig h t”  man 
would indicate p rio r knowledge 
of the lynch plans.

A no the r Negro paper, the 
Chicago D a ily  Defender, broke 
a story charging tha t th is  same 
sheriff had fram ed evidence 
against Parker. Two D a ily  De­
fender reporters aided P arker’s 
b ro ther-in -law , Lee C. U nder­
wood, to make a secret getaway 
from  P op la rv ille . Now U nder­
wood says tha t he and tw o 
other Negroes had been coerced 
by S heriff Moody in to  m aking 
false accusations against P a rk ­
er. T he ir testim ony was v ita l to 
the prosecution’s case because 
the rape v ic tim  herself was very 
uncertain in  her identifica tion  of 
Parker. •

The gist o f the corroborative 
testim ony of Underwood and 
several other friends whom 
P arker drove home the n igh t 
o f the alleged crim e, was tha t 
they had noticed a w h ite  w om ­
an in  a stalled car on the h ig h ­
way and tha t Parker had stated 
he had designs on her.

Safe in  Chicago, Underwood 
denies ih a t he and the others 
passed any stalled car that 
n igh t o r tha t anyone had seen 
the w h ite  woman or tha t P a rk ­
er had made any such state­
ment. Underwood d e c l a r e d :  
“ They made us say it. They 
threatened to beat me and I  
know  they beat one of the boys. 
They to ld  me i f  I  d idn ’t say i t  
about Parker, they w ould  send 
me to Jackson to ja il  and make 
me an accessory to the crim e. ”  
Underwood also described how 
S heriff M oody had rehearsed 
h im  on the story fo r tw o hours. 
“ He made me say ju s t w ha t he 
wanted me to say, and when I 
got i t  like  he wanted it, he took 
i t  down on tape. ”
'OUTSIDERS D ID  IT '

In  V icksburg, Miss., R. Jess 
B row n, P a rke r’s a tto rney sa id  
he believed Underwood’s state­
ments to the Chicago D a ily  De­
fender because his own inves ti­
gation o f the crim e and close 
and repeated questioning of 
P arker on th is  po in t had con­
vinced h im  P arker was te llin g  
the tru th .  i

A long  w ith  the firs t news of 
the lynch ing  came statements 
by local offic ia ls th a t i t  was a 
complete surprise because there 
had be«n no popu lar interest, 
le t alone mob feeling, about the 
case in  the county. For th is  rea­
son, they said, i t  m ust have

Guided missile, such as experim enta l model produced 
by Ford above, are being mass-produced by a irc ra ft industry. 
Sw itch from  planes to m issile production is one reason w hy 
employment in  Los Angeles a irc ra ft plants has been reduced.

been “ outsiders”  from  another 
county who made up the lynch 
gang.

Such statements are now re­
vealed as deliberate fabrications. 
As soon as Parker's lawyers be­
gan lay ing  the basis fo r an ap­
peal to the federal courts o f his 
certa in conviction by a local 
a ll-w h ite  ju ry , a newspaper 
campaign was begun against 
Parker, his law yers and the 
N AAC P. Also, i t  was on ly when 
M ississippi offic ia ls r e a l i z e d  
P arker’s case w ould  be appeal­
ed on constitu tiona l grounds 
tha t he was transferred from  
the safe ja il  in  the state capita l 
to the unguarded ja i l  in  P oplar­
v ille .

Three days before the lyn ch ­

ing, the Picayune Item ,, the 
county's p rinc ipa l newspaper, 
was describing Parker as a 
"beast" a n d . saying "W e have 
never believed in  mob violence, 
bu t. . .  "  An artic le  in  the N . Y. 
Post (A p r il 30) describes how 
w hite-suprem acist fu ry  m ount­
ed in  P op la rv ille  once i t  be­
came know n tha t Parker's la w ­
yers were determ ined to tight 
fo r his constitu tiona l r ig h t to a 
fa ir  tr ia l.

IT  DOESN'T COME EASY
I t  takes an Am erican w orker 

29. 6 m inutes on the average to 
earn the price o f a pound of 
round steak; 20. 7 m inutes fo r a 
pound o f bu tte r and 0. 9 m inutes 
fo r a can o f peaches,

Jobless Total 
In Los Angeles
Held 'Low' at 5%

By M ilton  A lv in
LOS AN G ELES — “ L . A. B R IG H T  SPOT IN  U . S. 

JOB P IC TU R E, ”  is how the M irro r-N ew s head lin ed : its 
s tory on unem ploym ent here. The “ b r ig h t spot”  ac tua lly  
has 141, 700 jobless, a l it t le  over
5% of the to ta l num ber of 
w orkers employed in  the Los 
Angeles area.

A  year ago there were 192, 500 
unemployed, so the present 
figure shows a decline of 50, 800. 
However, the D epartm ent of 
E m ploym ent —  w h ich  says "The 
job  s itua tion  here isn’t  bad, b u t 
i t  isn’t good, e ithe r”  —  bases 
its figures on those c la im ing un- 
e m p l o y m e n t  compensation. 
Since a good num ber o f w orkers 
must have exhausted th e ir bene­
fits du ring  the past year, i t  
stands to reason tha t the de­
cline from  a year ago in  the 
jobless to ta l m ust be less than 
claimed.

Some industries, i t  is true, 
are boom ing —- pa rticu la rly  
construction and electronics. The 
la tte r has become the ' second 
largest indus try  in  Los Angeles, 
em ploying 101, 500 workers. B u t 
a irc ra ft, the num ber one indus­
try , is constantly decreasing its 
fac to ry  ro lls  as i t  switches to 
m issile production.

A u to  production fo r 1959 has 
passed its peak loca lly , and1 
large-scale layoffs have taken 
place.

Estimates p u t the m onth ly  
new a rriva ls  looking  fo r  w o rk  
in  th is  area at 6, 000 to 7, 000 a 
month. Local in d u s try  is cer­
ta in ly  not expanding ra p id ly  
enough to absorb them  plus the 
annual muster o f young people 
graduating fro m  school — es­
pecia lly  since autom ation d is­
employs a constantly grow ing 
•number o f workers.

Local Pollyannas, who see no­
th in g  bu t unbrid led  prosperity 
in  the fu tu re , are forced to ad­
m it tha t Los Angeles, unem­
ploym ent looks good o n ly ' in  
comparison to Buffalo- and De­
tro it. As the w r ite r  in  the M ir ­
ror-New s says, “ 141, 700 here 
jobless w ou ld  make a fa ir-s ized 
c ity  in any la fid . ”

F o rty -th ree  thousand Los A n -

Win Commutation 
For Carolina Negro 
In 'Rape’ Case

The N orth  C arolina Com­
m ittee  o f the Southern Con-, 
ference Educational F u n d  
was fo rm a lly  organized May 
2 when SCEF offic ia ls and 
supporters m et at Shaw U n i­
ve rs ity  in  Raleigh. The Com­
m ittee is the firs t to be fo rm ­
ed w ith in - the south-w ide 
fram ew ork o f SCEF.

A  delegation from  Golds­
boro, N . C., expressed appreci­
ation to the N orth  Carolina 
Committee, the SCEF and 
the Com m ittee to Combat 
Racial In jus tice  fo r  th e ir  help 
in  w in n in g  com m utation of 
a death sentence -imposed 
upon D av id  Lee H icks — 
sentenced to die on M ay. 1 
on ' a charge o f jo in in g  s ix 
other Negroes in . rap ing  a 
w h ite  woman. The SCEF 
Com m ittee voted to ca rry  on 
a campaign to get a ll o f the 
men paroled.

geles carpenters, whose contract 
w ith  employers exp ired A p r i l  
30 and who are negotia ting a 
new one, have taken a step in  
the r ig h t d irection  to meet the 
unem ploym ent problem . They 
are dem anding a 35-hour week 
at 40 hours pay, besides overa ll 
wage increases.

A l l  o ther unions ought to fo l­
low  the carpenters’ example and 
campaign fo r a progressive 
shortening o f the w ork-w eek 
w ith  feo reduction in  take-home 
pay. • Unem ployed w o r k e r s  
should be en titled  to receive 
compensation e q u iva le n t. to  fu l l  
wages fo r the en tire  period th a t 
they are out o f w ork.

We End up with Minus in Blue Cross Arithmetic
By Joyce Cowley

The New Y ork  B lue Cross, 
w h ich  was granted -a  22% in ­
crease in  rates last year, is ask­
ing fo r another 34% th is year. 
W hile  some w orkers get B lue 
Cross as part o f the ir company 
benefit!, and others get hospital 
insurance through th e ir unions, 
m illions  have to pay fo r if. The 
payments, u n like  th e ir pay­
checks, are steadily going up.

B lue Cross, as anyone in  th e ir 
pub lic  re lations departm ent w il l  
p rom ptly  assure you i f  you call 
up and check, is a non-p ro fit ser­
vice organization. The reason 
they have to raise rates is be­
cause hospital costs are ris ing  so 
rap id ly . In  fact, th e ir request fo r 
last year’s increase was based 
on an estimate of w hat they ex­
pect hospita l rates w il l  be in  
1962. In  other words, we started 
paying fo r  these rates three 
years before they w il l  go in to  
effect — i f  they do.

2 +  2 — ?

A t last year’s pub lic  hearings, 
B lue Cross officials, who can so 
accurately p red ic t the rise in  
hospital costs years before they 
occur, were curiously inept in  
dealing w ith  more im m ediate 
figures. They announced tha t 
they had p a i d  ou t claims 
am ounting to $123, 940, 232 in 
1956. The State Insurance De­
partm ent Corrected them. There 
was a sm all discrepancy and the 
sum was actua lly  $103, 397, 522.

They also said they had “ very 
l it t le  le ft”  in  availab le surplus­
es. This “ very l i t t le ”  tu rned out 
to be $20, 000, 000. “ B ut, ”  said 
B lue Cross Chairm an Garside, 
“ tha t w i l l  be gone by June. We 
are losing, a m illio n  a m onth. ”  
Even conceding th a t the figure 
on losses is correct, a m illio n  a. 
m onth from  December to June 
w ould  not am ount to $20, 000, 000. 
M athem atical accuracy is ap­
pa ren tly  not an essential fea­
tu re  o f the service tha t Blue 
Cross offers.

N ew Y o rk  B lue Cross “ oper­
a ting expenses”  amount to over 
$9, 000, 000 a year. Close to $3, - 
000, 000 of th is  gobs fo r adver­
tising. Such aggressive de te rm i­
nation to be o f service m ay be 
explained by  another figure — 
salaries f o r .  officers and d irec­
tors am ount to $5, 961, 566. 17 a

year. The president, Charles 
Garside, makes $58, 769 (up $24, - 
981 since 1952) plus an expense 
account o f $2, 500 out o f w h ich  
he pays fo r “the upkeep o f a 
com pany supplied car. V ice- 
president Van D yk, in  charge 
of pub lic  re lations, makes $39, - 
634 plus $4, 000 fo r  expenses and 
a company car. W hen he was 
asked w hy, i f  B lue Cross is so 
short o f money, his salary had 
gone up almost $15, 000 in  five 
years, he laughed and said:

“ That much? ”
Again, th is  strange ineptitude 

w ith  figures. I t  ce rta in ly  doesn’t 
tr ic k le  down to the' clerks who 
check B lue Cross claims. When 
claim ants who have been paying 
up fo r so m any years ask fo r 
service, they find  th a t they are 
treated w ith  great suspicion. I t  
is apparently assumed tha t the 
medical reports subm itted by 
th e ir doctors are fraudu len t. 
They w eren’t  re a lly  sick, o r i f  
they were, i t  was Under condi­
tions set fo rth  in  one o f those

Calendar 
Of Events

P H IL A D E L P H IA
Joyce Cowley w il l  speak on 

“ The Recession:  W hat Lies
Ahead? ”  Sat., M ay 16, 8: 30 p. m. 
a t 1303 W. G ira rd  Avenue. M il­
ita n t Labor Forum.

NEW YO RK
“ Crisis in  the M idd le  East. ”  

Three views: Don Leon, Hash- 
omer Y outh Organizer"; a rep­
resentative of the A rab  S tu ­
dents Organization; and B e rt 
Deck, Young Socialist.

F ri., M ay 15, 8: 30 p. m. at 116 
U n ive rs ity  PL, M ilita n t Labor 
Forum. C on tribu tion  50 cents.

SAN FRANCISCO
George Lew is and V irg in ia  

Kaye w i l l  speak on “ The Negro 
S truggle fo r  Education. ”  Sat., 
M ay 16, 8 p. m. at 1145 P olk St., 
Room 4. Donation 50 cents. 
Auspices S o c i a l i s t  W orkers 
P arty .

inconspicuous clauses, and not 
covered by benefit*.

ALM O ST A N  A LTR U IS T

V ice-president Van D yk, com­
m enting on his $40, 000 a year, 
says:

“ I ’ve d e v o t e d  tw en ty -five  
years o f m y life  to B lue Cross. 
Though I ’l l  adm it I ’m  not w h o lly  
a ltru is tic , s t i l l  —  I ’ve given m y 
life . ”

A no ther v ice-president who 
pu lls  down $37, 000 a year says 
the company is m aking up fo r 
the years he was underpaid (at 
$25, 000? ) and tha t a person who 
w orks fo r a non-p ro fit "organiza­
tion  doesn’t  have to be “ penal­
ized. ”

F ish ing tr ip s  in  a chartered 
boat fo r “ im portan t potentia l 
c lients”  are another item  of 
overhead expense. B u t th is  is 
s tr ic t ly  service fo r  the public, 
as vice-president Van D yk  says 
he w ou ld  ra th e r go fish ing alone 
in  his n ine-foo t d inghy.

Labor unions, who subscribe 
to B lue Cross as pa rt o f union 
health plans, are one o f the la r­
gest B lue Cross clients. They 
are beginning to realize tha t 
th is legal and h ig h ly  respectable 
organization is getting a .  bigger 
cut from  union- w e lfa re  funds 
than o rd inary- racketeers. In  
1S56 the U AW  fough t the M ic h i­
gan B lue Cross request fo r  a 
23% increase in  rates, and 
threatened to p u ll its  members 
out o f B lue Cross and B lue 
Shield. This w ould have le ft  the 
plans w ith  on ly h a lf o f the ir 
previous membership. As a re ­
sult, the increase was reduced 
tc 15% and the governor ap­
pointed a commission to  inves­
tigate  health plans. M ichigan 
B lue Cross offic ia ls m ay have to 
struggle along on salaries con-; ' 
s iderably low er than New York.

Unions have also been de­
m anding representation on Blue 
Cross Boards, and last year as 
a concession tw o labor officia ls 
were added to the New Y ork  
Board. I  don 't know  how ade­
quate ly  they are compensated 
fo r th is oppo rtun ity  to be of 
service, b u i I suspect it's  a move 
to buy o ff union opposition 
ra ther than to give thè unions a 
voice in  B lue Cross manage­
ment.

The unions have also com­
plained about B lue Cross policy, 
loca lly  and na tiona lly , tpw ard  
the organization of its  own em­
ployes. For example, a couple 
of years ago the Dallas B lue 
Cross h ired  N athan Shefferman, 
of M cC lellan Com m ittee fame, 
•to break a un ion  drive. H is son 
was pu t up at a ho te l where he 
w rote company pamphlets and 
organized an an ti-un ion  group 
called the “ T ru-B lues, ”  another 
item  in  B lue Cross overhead ex ­
pense. A  governm ent expert 
summed i t  up (he was ta lk in g  
about New Y ork, b u t i t  applies 
to a ll B lue Cross gx-oups):

W IN D O W  DRESSING

“ Its  Board o f D irectors is 
loaded w ith  hospita l adm in­
istra tors and W a ll S treet busi­
nessmen who m ay be hospital 
d irectors. The labor guys • ai'e 
there fo r the w indow  dressing. ”

I t ’s tim e  fo r the labor m ove­
m ent to take the lead, to w ith ­
draw  support from  B lue  Ci'oss 
and condemn i t  fo r  w hat i t  is — 
a collection agency fo r  hospital 
fees w hich makes these fees 
even h igher by adding in  its 
own overhead. But, w h ile  i t  is 
necessary to figh t against fu r th e r 
depredations by  these W all 
S treet wolves clothed in  “ public 
service, ”  i t . .  is even lhore im ­
portan t to rem ember the under­
ly in g  pui-pose o f B lue Cross. “ I t

was born, ”  says an a rtic le  in  the 
New Y o rk  Post, “ ou t o f. . .  the 
fear th a t i f  p riva te  m edicine 
d id n ’t  step in , the governm ent 
w ou ld . ”

I t ’s im po rtan t r ig h t now  to 
study w hat has been accomplish, 
ed in  countries where m edical 
services have been socialized, In  
England th is program  has be­
come so popu lar and so success­
fu l th a t even the Tories are 
a fra id  to oppose it.  In  the 
U n ited  States; a m a jo r illness 
means financia l disaster fo r  a 
w o rk ing  class or m idd le  class 
fam ily . Most, fam ilies  w i l l  no t 
get out o f defet fo r years, i f  they 
ever do. Socialized m edicine has 
not on ly  removed th is  burden 
fxom the average fa m ily  by p ro ­
v id ing  a ll medical and hospita l 
services free o f charge, b u t 
countries w ith  governm ent p lan ­
n ing have made considerable 
progress in  p reven ting  illness.. 
Sweden’s preventive  health  p ro ­
gram  even provides vacations 
fo r housewives •— w ith o u t th e ir  
fam ilies.

The dram atic  contrast be­
tween w hat B lue Cross has 
achieved and medical services 
available in  the Soviet Union, 
England, Sweden and other 
countries w h ich  have socialized 
medical programs, shows con­
c lus ive ly  tha t governm ent p lan ­
n ing has outstripped p riva te  en­
terprise.

Local Directory
B O S T O N

B oston L a b o r  F o ru m , 2 9 5  H u n tin g -  
to n  A v e ., R oom  2 0 0 .

C H IC A G O  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  77 7  W .  

A d am s, D E  2 -9 7 3 6 .
C L E V E L A N D  

S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  106 0 9  S u ­
p e rio r  A v e ., R oom  301 , S W  1 -1 8 1 8 . 
O pen F r id a y  n ig h ts  7 to  9.

D E T R O IT  
E u g en e V .  D ebs H a ll ,  3 7 3 7  W o o d ­

w a rd . T E m p le  1 -6 1 3 5 .
L O S  A N G E L E S  

F o ru m  H a ll  and  M o d ern  Book Shop. 
1702 E . 4 th  St. A N  9 -4 9 3 3  o r W E  5- 
9238.

M IL W A U K E E  
150  E a s t Jun eau  A v e .

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 322 H e n ­

nep in  A v e ., 2nd flo o r. O p en  noon to  
6 P . M . d a ily  exc ep t S u n d ays .

N E W A R K
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , B o x 3 6 1 ,  

N e w a rk , N . J.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M il i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116 U n iv e r ­
s ity  P la c e , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P . O. B ox 341 , B e rk e le y  1, C a lif .

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  and S o c ia lis t  

W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  1303 W . G ira rd  A v e .  
L e c tu re s  and d iscussions e v e ry  S a tu r ­
d a y , 8  P . M ., fo llow ed  by open house. 
C a ll P O  3 -3 8 2 0 .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
T h e  M il i ta n t ,  1145  P o lk  S t., R m . 4 .  

S a t. 11 A . M . to  3  P . M . P h one P R  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ; i f  no answ er, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .  

S E A T T L E  
1 412— 18th  A ven u e, E A  2 -5 5 5 4 . L i ­

b ra ry , b o o ksto re .
S T ., L O U IS  

F o r  in fo rm a tio n  phone M O  4 -7 1 9 4 .


